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ENCLOSURE

Mereh 5, 1942

STRATEGIC DEPLOYMENT OF THE LAND, SEA, AND ATH FORCES OF THE U,.S.

REFORT BY JOINT U,S, STRATDGIC COMMITTEE

1, Assumptions!

a, Territorial integrity of Nopth and South America and
gafety of coastnl communieations are vital, and aro
the responsibility of the United States,

b, Increased safety of Atlmntle Sen communicotions 1s
essantial and is o jJolint charge of the United Stotes
and the United Kingdom,.

e, Continuing on cetlive Russinn front against Germany is
the surest menns of absorbing Gormon military ocncrgy,
thus contributing to the security of India and the
Milddle Enst, Maintaining this front ls essential to
tho defent of Germany within o roasonable timo,

2. TUndor tho foregoing assumptions getimntos have been node
to detormine the United Statea forces, in terns of major com-
bat units and shipping, rcqulred to carry put during 1942
the following:
{1)(a) Sceurc the Southwest FPaclfle Aren, including
Australla, or
(b) Scourc the Eastern Paelfle (Alaska, Hawall, Pan=-
amo ] .

(2) offensive actlon in thc European theater which will
rosult in materinl diverslon of German forcés from tho Rus-
sion front,

{3) Other overaecas deployments noccasary while (1) and (2)

arc belng carried out,

3., Tho forces detormined to be nocessary to carry out the

above have boon compored with the means proapectively avall-
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| DECLASSIFIED
able to the United States in 1942, The detailed data used
in these cstimatcs and compariscns are attaehed horoto 1n:
Anrex A - Forecos requirod to sceure tho Southwest
Pooific,
Annex B - Porcos required to scourc the Eastorn Pacl=-
fic,
Armox G = Forccs roquired for offenalve sotion in the
Europoan Theoator,
Aninox D = Additioncl oversens requiromonts if an offcna=
{voe is undortaken in Europo.
Annex E - Availability and Doployment of naval forccs
to moet assumed requiremcnts.
Anncx F - Availability of ground and alr forccs.
Annex G = Avallability of U.S5, Shipping.
Arnnox H - Swmory.
4, Ovorscas movemcnts in 1942 are so limited by 2 genoral
shortage of cargo shipping that 1t is ncocssary to annlyze
the courses of action undcr conslderation in torms of the
shipping problems invelved, and thereby to determine thelr
{nfluenee on the seale on which oporations involving overs
sens troop movemonta con be eorriod on concurrently 1in
vorious theatcrs. There are ot present available o aufl=-
ficlient numbor of tranaports to move all tho troops which ecan
be maintained by the ecarge shipping oxpoetod to be avallable,
The analysis made is bascd on the nssumptlon that the numbar
of earge ships available undor Army control fer mointenance
of United States ground and cir forces in overseas positlons
will be augmented by an overage of 18 ships 2 month, If
the number is not so augmentod the scope of contemploted
operations must be reduccd gorreospondingly, The analysis
1g nlas bascd on the nssumption that cargo vosscls now under

Navy control or scheduled for Navy use will be able to maln-
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@ BNl T ferves istlssted wpave are taly 90 per oent of the eombmt fareed nor awsilabls in the Beitisk Tades. It s believed tut thess foroes could b weployed in the sffensirs aparetion pentenplated, withaut
[ W" Ahe sseurlty of the Brities Isles. From s locg racge wiewpolnt, the sperallos are specied &2 Laprove the stonteglc posltlon of the Sritish as well as that of the dsscclaied Powars. IF the b
. bnited s 1o win the wer, Britaln md the 0.5, mmt senduct offensive cperations in 19&3 that will definifely sasiet Bussli.
‘H - - - - - - - -- o .- - = e - ==
£ S A 11 On the .u..: M:..: th-]n‘;; traaffislest vl |m:: s saned 17, If the senesmy cadertass suctsssfully the operitlons
thin the Hegl pelltles miilary mishlnes @ sreiisd o =t P 14 ba
1. Th fs balipwsd that 19LT G0 the oritlcal pear of Ghe war, The shels sourss of meiers militating sgeinat e sllitary ransbdlitles of the Axin in pureps. :Pr:u-fu;:n?:n:::?-h?':m :.;u-r;::lr: :-::1??—:-
: mmwi shasges ke the remlt of svecis that will Lrensples within B. Thars La still ssother Lepariast & that miy strongly 1nflussts the The Axls Powers would b ie positles, liliarily ssd
‘ 3 oparallons underisken by Sermasy, lnl & weceasaful deslaion 1s resshed Ln Russia seonomirally, o coasolldate thalr poaliises Ln Durepe
| 2, In that pericd the war san ¥e loot b7 the dxis Powers In the senss Lhat fallure Lo during this year the dxis =i1itary and scomomds positicns will mot enly be sslsrlsily and the F-rr,'a.lt.. Aspte BLlitary :'1.;:-- wull se relensed
sitadn obleciives muy nesn & proloeged :-l.rlu'll in which the process af stiriblon must weilaned bt the scrale of the Dersan pecple will be sdwermaly affestsd. Sven o extend Axls eenbrol through morthesst Afries, tha
"L"""‘_'“"’-’ vemrd Germin-Jupasass dufest, Theugh tnitisl military gaine are ascomplished, the long-range Putllity of the wr Ibsrien Penbnels, the Medlterransan, Hésls Bast, and ta
| sther bind Gersany sy, durlng the swires of Lhe next several monihs declaive- sar become apparent. Tha Sersan people will eerialaly becoms lapirites if they affeel the junsilsn with the Jupanese in Indls., The Axls
ithe Besslass asd Thes resowve the Minal obetssls to the slilalssest of her are sonfrosied with ansther wintar in whish much of thelr territarial gains ars might epiaslisk so effeciive & blovkeds sround the
goal, mssly, sllitiry sseurity and & fovorasles seenoaloal positlon. Esun- agaln lswt and thossands of lives and incaleuleble smogst of squlpmant Sastropsd, British Isles as o cospel caplislation. Jagan will alss
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Bermas-conirollel sres -;l:: :"r'm =f U-: 1"’"’..“:.'.‘1'_-.‘?“."“‘"::;{'" and will not brisg the wrs of prosperity and pssss ss long promiesd by the Harl will resder her defeat sztressly d1ffiealt and costly
ralanes sbundant seppl whas —— . e Laader, in Lives snd material
el gl . A Acenpting the premisr that the rux of the ailitary siteatlon in Surcps, perbaps 1 ' Yt find .
:E is » of consolidating her pesition in the southwest Facifis by sistalin- ?n U!I.::d!.ur' world, I Sunsl ua waanine Ih-h:ﬂ- chrablililes with Fefermsce nzrl.n-- ::n:l":" ‘ﬁ:‘dlmi:l;\:m ::ﬁr:'ﬁ;:
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4 then be rescwed and Jepas would be fres Lo sstablish & Jepansse- mlxn armiss, ot least to rendsr them allitarily lspotess for four or [lve yeirs, affectively ssslst the
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