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June 5 , 1947 

By order of President Truman, J:r , 

J , F. Byrnes was this dote porn1tted to r end 

mossases from Presiden t Roosevelt ' s priva t e 

file s e x oha."'ge d between President Roose vel t and 

llarsha1 St alin bearinc on an attenpt to arranze 

a oont'er onoe in Bern, Sttitzerland, bett7een repro ­

santa ti ves of !>ield J'nrshal Alexander n.-,d repre -

s entntives of the Ge~an !Ucn Co~nd in Italy 

with the purpose or d1scuss1.'\C a copitulnt!on 

of the Geman Amy in Italy. 

The r e are seven of these messages dated : 

24 March 1945 , 29 !.larch 1945, 31 Jlo r cl) 1945 , 

3 April 1945, 4 Apr il 1945, 7 Apri l 1945, a nd 

11 April 1945, 



. . 
• 

24 l'arch 1945 

?ROll : TH::: PRZSIDE1iT 

TO : UARS!!AL STALI!I 

I have r eceived tron Anbassador Harriman o lettor 

addre s sed to him by fir . l!o l otov resarding an investigation 

being made by !"ield J.larahnl Aloxarvler into a r epor ted pos­

sibility of obtaining the surr ender of part or all or the 

German Arcry in Italy, in Which lot tor i:Z. . lJol otov denands 

that this investigation t o be undertPl<en in STiitzerland bo 

stopped forthwith because or the non participation therein 

o f Soviet o f'f!cers . 

I 4l:l sure that the facta of this rnatter , throush 

nisundorstanding, have not been correctly presented to you. 

Tha - facts are a a fo l lo11s : Sorno tow days ago un­

confirmed informa tion "os received in Switzerland that somo 

German offi cers were considering the possibility of arranging 

for the s urrender or Gorman troo!)o t rnt are opposed to the 

Br i t 1sh- A!:!er1can Armies in Italy co:-n~nded by Fie ld Jlnrshal 

Alexander . 

r~en t his information r eached ~ashinston , Pi old 

t~rsbal Alexander nas authorized to send an officer, or of-

fleers , or his staff to Switzerland to ascertain the accuracy 

of the report, end if it appeared to be of sufficient promise, 

to arrange wi t h any competent Go rman officers fo r a con!'orenco 

•r1th Field !.!arshol Alexander at hio headquarters in I taly to 

d1~cuss details of tho ·surrender , Soviet representatives 

would , of course, be present if such a ceottne could be arrancod . 
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The Soviet Oovornrent was 1~d1etoly informed or 

this 1nvesti&nt1on to bo rtade in Switzer land and r1as later 

info mod that it r1ill bo agreeable tor Sovie t orncers to be 

present at F+el d !!arshal Alexander ' s meeting with Gorman 

oftlcers when and if such n mooti na is finally nr ran:;ed in 

Berne to discuss detn1ln or 8 surrendAr at Caserta . 

Attempt s by our ropre3ontntives t o arranGe o moot­

ing r1ith German officers have met with no s uccess up to tho 

present tine, but there still appears to be a possibility of 

auoh a rnoeting . 

You will , of course, UJ'lderstand that rrry govern"'ent 

must give every assistance to all officers 1n the field in 

conmaod of Al:!erican Forces l'lho believe the r e is a possibility 

or rorcing the surrender or anomy troops in their eroe . It 

would bo completely unroasonoblo for me t o t ake any other nt ­

t itude or to permit any delny rfl1ich must cause addi tional nnd 

avo idable l oss or l ifo in the American Forces . You as a 

military can wi l l understand the necessity for prompt action 

to a~id losing en opportunity. It is 1n the saoe category 

as would be the sending or a flag of truce to your general at 

Koeni gsber g or Danzig. 

In such a surrender or enemy forces in the field , 

ther a can be no poli tico.l implications nhatever end no violation 

or our agr eed principle or uncond i tional surre nder . 
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In any discussion ot details ot surrender by our 

colm!l8nlers ot American Forces in tho field , I will be plollsed 

to have the benefit ot tho experience and advice ot any ot 

your officer s who can bo present , but I cannot ae;ree to sus­

pond investiaation ot tho possibility because of objection 

on tho part of Hr . l!olotov for some reason t hat is completely 

beyond my understanding. 

I do not expect much from the reported pos s1b1li ty, 

but I hope you mll, mth the purpose of preventing rusw>der­

atandins between our officers, point out to the Soviet officials 

concerned t he desirability and necessity of our taking prompt 

and effective action without any delay to accomplish tho sur­

render of any enemy military forces in tho field that ore op­

posed to Ame r ican Forces . 

I am s ure that when 11 similar opportunity comes on 

tho Soviet front you 11111 have tho s&r~e attitude and IYill take 

the a~~r.~o action . 

ROOSEVELT 
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£Q!X TRA!lSLA?IO!I 

FRO!l: J . V. STALI!l 

TO: PBESIDl':I:'I' F . D. ROOS:t.'VELT 

I gave consideration to the question you raised 

bet"oro me in the letter or !.larch 25, 1945, and have round 

that the Soviet Government could not have given a differ­

ent ans\Ver after the SoviGt representatives were refUsed 

participation in the discussions in Ser n \Vi th tho Gerr~ns 

r egarding the possibility or capitulation of Gornnn troops 

nnd openins the front to Anclo- Arneriean troops in t:orthorn 

Italy. 

I ~ not againat and , More than this , I nm fUlly 

t or using the opportunity of diaintegration in the German 

armies and to hasten their capitulation i n any section or 

the front , t o encouraso them in tho opening or tho front 

for the Allies . 

But I asree to noeotiations \Vith the eno"Y on such 

.,.tter onl:r in the case when these negotiat ions 17ill not r.~&ko 

t ho situation or the eno~ oaoier, if thore ~ill be eY.eludod 

a ,assibility for tho Germans to maneuvre and to uso those 

negotiations for shifting or thoi r t r oops to other sections or 

the front and , first of all , to tho Soviet front . 

Onl y vt1 th the purpose or creatins s uch a guarontoo 

11as tho par ticipa t i on of representatives of the Soviet t.lilitary 
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Corr.and in such ner;otiotions ~:1th the ene:ny eonsiderod 

necessary by the Soviet Oovern..,.,nt , no ~::Attar where they 

1'10uld tal<e place -- 1n Bern or Cnserta. I cannot under­

stand ••hy representat1vea of the Soviet Cornand were r efused 

participation in those no:;otintions and 1n v:hat way could 

they cause inconvenience to tho roprenentatives of the Allied 

Commnnd, 

For your information I have to tell you that the 

Germans have already Made uae or tho nocotiations with tho 

Allied Co~nd and during th1a period have succeeded in 

~.... _ 

shi!'ting three divisions froM llorthorn Italy to tho Soviet front . 

The task of coordinated operations with a blow upon 

tho Go:rnans fron the I'Oost, South and East , announced at the 

Cri~eo Conference is to bind the troops or the eneny t o tho 

place of their location and not to give the enemy any poo­

oibil1ty t o mnneuvr e and shift troops i n t he necessary for 

him direction . This task is boing carried out by the Soviet 

Con.-:and . This is being violated by Field TJar shal Alexander . 

This eircUl'IStanee 1s irritating the Soviet Coll:'\and 

and creates ~round for distrust , 

• As a nlli tary can, " you Yfl'i te r::.e , "you will under­

stand, that it is necessary to act quiekl;r 1n order not to 

miss an opportunit;r . It would be tho same if your cenoral 

at Koenigsber g or Danzig woulrl bo a pproached by the enei'IY 

with a white t'lng ." I t is rec retted that an analogy doos not 
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suit this eaoe . German troops at Koenicsberc and Dnnzic 

are surrounded . If they surrender they flill do it in or<ler 

to avoid annihilation bu t t hoy ennnot open a front to tho 

Soviet troops as the tront has moved army trorn them for to 

the West, to t he Oder . An entirely different situation 1a 

that or the Gernon troops in llorthern Italy. They are r.ot 

surrounded and they do not foee annihilati on . If the Oernons 

in llor thern Italy, i n s pit e or thia aeek negotiations in ordor 

to surrondor and to open the f ron t to Allied troop~ , this 

c eans that they have different, more serious alms relating 

to t he fate of Gemany . 

I have to tell you, that if on the Eastern front , 

soreewhere on the Oder, similar conditions of a possibility 

of capitulation of the Germans and opening the front to Soviet 

t roops l'lould arise, I would not hooitoto to 1n!'om 1m. •odlntely 

the Anglo- American ~llitary Command to request it t o send 

their representatives for participation in negotiations os 

1n such cases the Allies should have no secrets trom each other. 

!.:arch 29, 1945 
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. , ~· ........... 

!~a jor- Oenornl John R, Dean 

'l'RAHSLI\TIO il 

Head of t he United States l.i111tary r.:iss ion 
in the USSR. 

Dear Gene r al Dean : 

Pleaso brinG to the attention of General [.!arshall tho 

follov1ino : 

On February 20, 1945 I rocoi ved General '.:Srshall ' s com­

munication, transmitted to ne by Oeneral Dean, that the 

Oe.,..ns sre forz:Una two sroupinss on the Eastern front for o 

counter- offensive: one in Poneranin for a b l ow in tho 

direction of Torun and another 1n tho re{;ion or Vienna , 

Ltoravska Os t rava for an oftens ive in the di r ection o!' Lodz , 

Bes i des , the sout hern arouping "as supposed to includo the 

6th tank army 11SS 11 • I roaeivod 81m1lnr information on Febr•Jtlry 

12 from Colonel Brinlrnon, head or the army section or t he 

British lolilitary l.:l.ssioh . I arn extrer.tely srate!'ul to General 

llarahall !'or the 1nforr.l8tion called to assist our co=on air.la, 

'llbich he so kindly put at our disposal. At the sane tine I 

consider it cy duty to intorn Oenerol :~rshall that the 

military actions on the Eastern front in t he course of Carch 

have not confirned the i nfornntion submitted by him as t hese 

battles shov:ed that the mnin gr ouping of Gernan troops , inolud­

ine the 6th tank army "SS", was concentrated not in Ponerania 

and not i n the recion o!' l~oraveka Ostrovo , but in the rog1on 

of Lake Bolaton, !'ron whoro tho Gorr.~ano attacked with tho 
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purpose to rocch the Denubo and to force it south ot 

Budapest . 

This feet shows thnt the 1ntormntion used by Oenernl 

Marshall did not oorrospond to tho actual course ot events 

on tho Easter n front in f!nroh , 

A possibility is not excluded that some ot the sources 

ot this info~_ation aimed to disorientata the Anrlo-AMoricon 

Cor.::-.and as \7ell as tho Sov ict Co,.,..nd and to divert tho at ton-

t1on of the Soviet Col"r1Bnd tror.t the ret;ion r.here tbl principal· 

offensive o~eration ot the Oernana was beinz prepared on tho 

Eastern front , 

In s pi te ot tho abovo-snid I ask General itarshall , 1t 

possible, to continue to inform us reearding availabl e dnto 

nbout the enemy. I consider it my duty to inform General 

!Jar shall r egardinz the above r~ith the only purpose tho t he 

could make certain conclusions regard1nc the source or this 

inforll'.a t ion. 

I bog you to transmit to General ~shall my res~ect 

and ~;rati tude . 

r.tar oh 30, 1945 

Sincerely yours , 

/a/ Antonov, Army General 
Chief of Concr nl Staff 

ot the Red Ar my 
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COPY 31 J:arch 1945 

FROrt : TilE PRESIDElfT 

TO : I!ARSHAL STALnl 

It soor.l.'l to oe in the exchange of messaaos wo have 

had on poas1.blo future negotiat ions with the Gen:IAna for sur­

render or their forces in Italy, that altbougb both or us are 

in agreement on all the basic principles, the natter 1'1017 stands 

in an a tm.osphero or rogr otable apprehension and mistrust . 

No negotiations for B<Lrrender have been ontorod into, 

and if there should be any negotiations they <~ill be conducted 

at Caserta with your representatives present throughout . Al­

tbough the o ttecpt at Bern to arrange for the conduct of t...,ese 

negotiations has so far been fruitless , r~arshal Alexander has 

been directed to keep you informed or his progress in this 

matter. 

I must repea t that the mooting in Bern was for the 

single purpose of arrangins contact with competent German 

n111tary officers and not for negotiations of any kind . 

n>.ere is no question or negotiatin(; with tho Gamans 

in any v~y rnich would permit them to transfer elsewhere forces 

from tho Italian front . llegotia tions , if any aro conducted, 

will be on tho basis of Wlconditional surr ender. \'lith rogord 

to t he leek of Allied offensive operations 1n Italy, this 

condi tion has in no -;;ay resulted from any eX?ectation of an 

agree~nt with tho Ge~ns . As a oatter of tact, recent in­

terruption of offonsiv~ operations in Italy has been duo 
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primarily ,to tho recent transfer or Allied forces, British 

and Canadian divisions , from that front to FTance . Prepara­

tions are no\7 =de for an offonaivo on the Italian front about 

April lOt h , but rmile rte hopo for success , tho oper ntion \'till 

be of 11mi ted pol'ler due to tho lack of fo r ces no" availnble to 

Al eXander . He has sevontoon dependable divisions and is op­

poood by t\'lenty- four German divisions . We intend to do every­

thinG \Tithin the capacity of our available r esour ces to provont 

any 171 thdra\1al of the Coman forces now in Italy. 

I feel that your intor1:10tion about the tim of the 

moveoents or Geroan troops from Italy is in error. Our best 

infoi'l>ation is that three Geman divisions have left Italy 

since the fir st of tho year , two of l'fhich have gone to tho 

Easter n front . Tho last division or tho t hree stortod !!lOVing 

about February 25, more than two weeks bef o r e anybody heard 

of any possibility of a surrender . It is therefore clearly 

evident that the approach mado by Gorman agen t s in Born 

occurring after the last move~ont or troops began could not 

possibly have had any effect on the novenent , 

The entire episode has &risen through the initiative 

or a Ge~an officer reputed to bo close to E1~er and thoro , 

of course, is a strong possibility that his sole purpo~e is 

t o create suspicion and distrust betr1een the Allies . There 

1a no reason why we should pormit h1n to succeed in that aim. 

I t rust that the above catogorionl statomen t of t ho pr e•ont 

situation and of my intentions will allay the apprehensions 

l'lhich you e:r.pross in your t:lOSSago of J:arch 29 . DECLASSIFIED 
ROOSEVELT 
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TRA:ISLATIC:J 

PERSO:!AL, 

l.!ARSIIIIL J . V, STALI;J 
TO 

PnESIDF.UT !" , D, ROOSEVELT 

I have r eceived your moesnao on the question of neaotia­

tions 1n Bern . You are absolutely right that in connection 

'!lith the affair reGardinG noGotin tion of the Anglo- Ar,,erionn 

Co!'1l'lllnd '!lith tha Gerr.~an Oo!'U'Uind some\7here 1n Bern or some 

other place "ho.s developed an atmosphere of fear and distrust 

deserving regrets , • 

You insist that t~~re have been no negotiations yet . 

It may be ass~d that you have not been fully 1nforned . 

As regards cy military collooauos , they , on the bosis of 

data tlhieh they have o n hand, do not have any doubts , tho.t 

the negotiations have token place and that they hove ended 

in an a&raement with tho Germans , on the bas i s of '!lhich th~ 

Ooman commander on tho Western front - rtarshal Kesselring , 

has agreed to open the front and permit the Anglo-American 

troops to advance to the Eost , and the Anglo-A~ericans hove 

pronised in return to ease for the Ger=ns the peace terr.>s . 

I think that my colleagues are close to truth. Other­

wise one could not have understood the fact that the Anglo­

Aoericans have refused to admit to Bern representatives of the 

Soviet Collllttand for participation in tho negotiations with tho 

Germans. 

I also co.nnot understand the e1lonce of the Britioh who 

hove allov:ed you to correspond ttith no on this unploasnnt 
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aatter, and they thor.selves ro~i~ silent , altho~ it is 

kno~:n that the i~itiatlvo in thla rtholo affair 11ith tho 

necot lations in Born boloncs to tho British. 

I understand tr~t thoro are certain advnntacee for tho 

Anglo-Ar~ricnn troops ae a result of these s eparate nozot1a­

t 1ons in Dern or in sone other pl noe since t ho Anglo-American 

t roops get ~~e possibility to advnnco into the heart of 

Gemany alnost without any rosistence on the part or the 

GerMAns , but ''h!" was it necessary to conceal this from the 

Russia~ , and nh' your Alliea -- the Ru$s1a~s , ne r e not 

notified? 

As a result of this at the present =omont the Germans 

on the Wes tern front in !'net have consed the r~ar asainat 

England and the United States . At the sa~e time tho Germano 

cont i nue the nor with RU!Jaltl , tho Ally or England and tho 

United States . It is understandable that such a situation 

can 1n no ttay serve the cause or preservation of t he strength-
• 

ening or trust between our countries . 

I have already t~ri tten to you in :.y previous ness ace 

and consider it necessary to r epeat it her e that I perDo~lly 

and ny colleagues would hsvo nover made such a risky s t ep, 

being attare ~~at a momentary advanta£e , no natter vmet it 

ITOUld be , is fading before tho principle advantage on the 

preservation and str onzt honing or t rust among the Allies . 

April 3, 1945 . 
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CQPY 4 April 1945 

F1lOiJ : THE ?R::SIDr:trr 

TO : I.:ARS!'J\L STALl!! 

I hnve r eceived •tith astonishment your nossago 

of April 3 containing nn nllocation that arrangements v:htoh 

wore made between Field t'orahals Alexander and Kessolrin:; 

ot 13erne , "permitted tho Anglo- American troops to odvnnee 

to the East and the Anqlo- Anericans proMised in return t o 

easo for the Oerr.Ana tho peace torn3 . " 

In my previous mesaaces to you in regard to tho 

atteopt~ nade in Bern to arrange a conference to discuss a 

surrender of tho Cernnn Army 1n Italy, I have told you that , 

(1) !lo neao t1at1ons were held in Bern; 

(2) That tho ~etins had no pol i tical imolications 

whatever; 

(3) Tha t in any s urrender or the eneoy army in Italy 

there could be no violation of our agreed principle o f u..,con­

ditional surrender; 

(4) That Soviet officers nould be welcomed a t any 

ooeting that night be arranged to discuss surrender, 

For the advantage of our cocmon war effort against 

Germany, rmich today c ivoa excellent promise or an early 

euccess in a disintegratinn ot the Oerman armie s , I nust con­

tinue to assume that you hove the eame h i gh confidence in my 

t ru thfUlness and relio~1l1ty tha t I have always had in yours , 

I have also e full approeiotion of the effoct yow-
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gallant nrcy has had in nakinc posolble a crossing of tho Rhino 

by t ho forces tmdor General Eisenhoner and t~o effect that ~·our 

forces nlll hnve hereafter on the eventual collapse of the 

German resistance to our conbinod attacks, 

I have conolcto confidence in General Eisenhower nnd 

know that he ce1•tninly would inform n:o before onterinc into ~ny 

oe;reemont with the Got'Mil ns , l'o is ins true ted to deJ'Iand and 

nill denand unconditional surrender of eneny troops thot may 

be defeated on his front . Our advances on the Western Front 

arc due to ~ilitery action. Their speed has been attributable 

oainly to the ~errif1c inpact of our air poner resllltlng 1n 

destruction Of C~~~n COMmllniCations, and to the fact that 

Eisenho.,er '"'" able to cripple the bulk or the Gornnn Forces 

on the VIe stem front 1.tlilo thoy were still \'lost of the Phino , 

I am certain thnt there l'lere no neo;otiations in Born 

nt any time , and I feel thnt your information to that offoot 

must have coe.e from German sources which have r.ade persistent 

efforts to create dissension betneen us in order to escape in 

sono ~asure for responsibility for their war crimes. !f t~t 

was ;7olff' s purpose 1."1 Bern your cescage proves that he has 

had so=e success . 

With a confidence in your belief 1n cry personal 

reliability a~d in my dotorminotion to bring about together 

r~th you an unconditional surrondor or t he nazis, it is ostonish­

in£1 tha t a belief oooms to have roached the Soviet Govornr.tent 

that I havo onterod into an acroonont 17it h the enemy without 

first obtaining your full acrooment , 
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Pin&lly.I would aay this , it ~ould be one or tho 

gr eat trae;odios or history if at the very co!!lent of tho 

victory, now within our crasp, such distrust , such l11ck o! 

faith should prejudice tho entire undertaking after t he 

co l ossal losses or lifo , mntoriol and treasure involved . 

F'ranl<l y I o11nnot 11void a feel inc of bi ttor roaont­

ment tot~ard your 1ntorr.10rs , whoovor t hey are , ro r such vile 

misrepr esentations of my actions or those of my trusted 

subordlno tes . 

ROOSEVELT . 
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E . $)# ugp 
TRA::S!.ATIOII 

PU!SOIIAL A:iD ( 41 tJ 
PRO II 

PREIIIER J . V . STALI!I 
TO 

PRESID!;!IT I' . D. ROOSEVELT 

I have received your mosaage or April 5th. 

1 . In my moaaaso ot April 3 I spoke not about honesty 

and dependability . I never doubted your honesty and depen­

dability , as ttell os tho honaaty and dapondnbility of lir. 

Churchill . I speak about tho fact that in the course or this 

correspondence between us has been revealed a ditroroneo of 

opinions as to r:hat c1111 an Ally allo11 h l.nsel r to do in rearec t 

to the other Ally and rthat ho should not allow himself t o do . 

lie , Russians , believe tha t in the present s i tuation at tho 

fronts when the enemy is confronted by tho inevitability of 

capitula t ion, a t any mooting with the Germans on questions 

of capitulation by r epresontntivos of ona of the Allies ar­

rangements hava to bo modo for t ho participation in this moot ­

ing of r epresentatives of the other Ally. At any rate thi s 

is absolutely noeossory if ~~i• Ally is seeking participa tion 

1n such a eeeting . AMericans , however, and the Engl1shnon 

think differently, oonsidering the Russian point of view wronc. 
Proceeding from this faot they rejected the Russians tho ri&ht 

of participati on in tha mooting wi\11 the Gerr..ans in Srtitzerlond. 

I lul ve already •tr1tton to you and consider i t not unnecessary 

to repen t that tho Russians in a simi l ar s i tuation under no 

circums tances would have rofused t ho Arner icans end En5liahmon 
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the right for participation in such a meetins . I continuo 

to consider the Russian point of vle\7 as tr.e only rlsht one 

as it excludes any poas1b111ty of mutual distrust and dooa 

not permit tho onoey to ao11 distrust among us. 

2, I t is difficult t o agree thnt lack of resis tance on 

t he part of the CormAlns on the \'/estern trent can be explained 

only that they are defeated . The Go~ans have on tho Eaatorn 

trent 147 divisions . They could without be= to their cause 

take from the Eastern trent 15- 20 divisions and sh1tt thorn to 

the aid ot their troops on the Western tront. Ho\Tover, tho 

Germans did not do it and are not doing it. They continue to 

fight s avagely with the Russians for some unkno<m junction 

Zemlianitsa in Czechoalovakis which they need as ~ch ~• o 

dead nan needs poultices, but surrender wi t hout nny rosiatance 

such importan t towns in Central Germany as OsnabrUk, f!nnnheim, 

Kassel. Don 't you agree the t auch a behavior of tho OermAlns 

is more than str snue and incomprehensible . 

3 . As reGards ~y intormors , I nay assure you that they 

are very honest and modest people r.ho carry out their duties 

accura t ely and havo no 1ntont1ons of insulting anyone . Those 

people have been many told tested by us by their deeds . Judge 

for yourself . In February, 1945, Gener al ~~rshall has g iven 

a numbe r of importont intortr.ation to the General Stoff of the 

Soviet troops, rlher e he , on tho basis of data he had on hand, 

wernod the Russians tho t in ltarch the re will be two aorious 

counter- attacks of the Gel:'l'l4na on tho Eas t ern tront one ot which 
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~ill be directed from Pcnorania on Torun and the other tron 

the ro(lion of J.:ornvaka Ostr ovn on Lodz . In fact , hO\Ievor , it 

pr o ved that tl'te principal blow of tho Gornons was being pro ­

pared and r1ae realized not in the abovo - r.ent1oned regions but 

in an entirely differ ent rocion, nanoly in the r egion of Lake 

Balaton, to the South- nest of Budapest . As i t is kno<m the 

Gernnns have cbncontr nted in this rocion up to 35 divisions , 

including 11 to.nl< divi s ions . This v: o.s one or t ho most serious 

blows in tho course or the war with ouch a re a t concontrntion 

of tank forceo . J.lnrshal Tolbukhin succeeded in avoiding a 

catastrophe and in cocplete defeat or tho Germans lnter , be­

cause my in!brmers have uncovered, true a little lato, this 

plan of the 1:18.1n blo11 of tho Germane and 1=ediately inforned 

L!arshal Tolbukhtn. Thus I had another occasion to convince 

myself in tho accuracy and knowledge of Sovie t informers . 

For your orientation in this notter I am enclosinG a 

letter of the Chief of tho General Staff of the Red Amy, 

ArQy General Antonov , addressed to l~jor-General Dean. 

April 7, 1945 
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ll April 1945 

FRO f,! : THE PRF.S IDE! IT 

TO: MARSHAL STALIN 

Thllnk you for your franl: oxplanotion of the 

Soviet point or view or tlHI Born incident which n0\7 ap­

pears to have t'aded into the peat \71thout J'o.av1ng acooM­

pl1shod any usefUl purpose . 

There must not , in any event, be cutunl distrust 

and ninor nisunderstandin63 of this character should not 

arise in tho future . I t'eol 3Uro that <~hen our armies 1114l:o 

contact in C~rmany and join in o tully coordinated offensive 

the Na z i Arnies \7111 disintesrnte . 

ROOSE'r'.::.L T 
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