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BOX J() . SP&::IAL FILES . 

Folder 1 . Joint U.S .. !lritish Monthly Statement on Submarino Warfare -

19t.J . [OOO.?(J) Sec . 1 . ) 

V.ap Roan Files . 

BOX J() . ( continued) 

Folder contains FOR-Churchill correspondence re policy 

invol ved in release of effects of eno~ s ubmarine action, 

together 'IIi th corresoondence oetween Naval (U .S . and 

British) spokesmen, Cliii (Elmer Davis) , and others . 

Official releases by U.s . and British authorities are 

included as well as New York Times story based on these 

official sources . 
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• 
Winut.es o! filth Plonar)' lleetlng, Hold at the Villa l(irk, on 
li~1, 6 Dece:~ber 1943 at 19JO. 

In anower to a quootion fr011 the Prime llinieter as to whether the draft 

co:uu:uque on the U- boot. war hll d been approved, A<bir~l King ot ated that 

tho cOCilllolnique had been cleorod ldth t.'lo President , t.h<.t. it r.ad been 

diaputchod alroac~¥ to W&ahill8ton, and t hat it would be released on t.'le 

lOth or the month . 

The Pr'-"'" !linietor suggested to the President that tho coornunique 

should be .,.ds out in alternate ma>ths by t hP United St.Loa and t he British 

respectively, and that aa t 'le British had proP"red the present co..-.unique, 

th~t for next mont h should bo prepr.r ed by the United Stutes. The President 

agreed with tus proposal • 

• • • :t • 
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• CONFIDENTIAL • 
WAR DEPARTMENT 

CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER 

INCOMING MESSAGE 

sc 1 

r.aou AllUlit.UTY 

ACI'IO!i AtC 1 355A 

l/30533 ~-

v 
The following in~tructtoas •re issuod rcgnrding 

rub1icity and the anti U- boat warfore. Tho President 
o! tho Oni t <1d Stat<~e and the Prime Uln "ter of Gro•t llri tain 
ha•' been concerned at the aucbar of s ,teaents which have 
beoa uade f•oa ti&e to tiee by public • raons and in 1e 
prose on both sidoe of the At antic ab• 1t anti 0-boat 
""•·fare and the methode :~ad d4!vlcoa eel' loyed ln i t "" 
entlr"y by Pi·>Cing tocotber por •.tons of '1089 statoaontr 
·~~ glean a,re infora3tion tbQn is desirabl~. 

It ba • therefore bean decided that o aontbly •tate­
aont approv 1d by tho President and the Prime Uiniater 
atuoll be 1 s:~ued on tho lOth of every 11oatb and that n ar t 
f1·011J spocinlly ou t borized nnnounce~:.ent or • tatemcntll! by 
lbe Frooidcat or the Primo Minietor or duly constructtve 
C·,r;••Or!Ocl accounts of particular national incidonta ano 

uc~io~ thi ~ 11ontba atatecent will be .he only one to be 
Jta'e on behllf of t he British and A..eric•n Governaent. 

bll tl9partlltent,. have bo<l n so instructed and the prese 
h&h• been requAsted to cooperate in kc<'ping the technicAl 
;lwcusaions of 0-boat warfarr wi thin the 111111ts of thn 
officl~l announc<'•~ata AIC 1 Is as follows. 

Addre 19ed 311 senior offi cers, ships. establtah•enta, 
ft/T stnt1on• nnd oth"r nnv~l nuthor1t1.,s, and civil 
"•tab11sbr.ents which moy be concerned. Home nod abrond and 
fl11~ Offlc•r ColUianding, Royal I ndian r.avy Beadquartel·s 
""•;.u·ta~nt of lia t1ona1 Defence (Naval ~ervice) Ottowa 
!l;oval F'>>rd Navy Office llelbourne Fro• Adairalty 

.\CTIONI OPO 
IJIIFORIIATION: G-l!, CG /lAP, SGS, GEH DF.AIIE (CCS), SPR LOG 

CU··t.~-22 gS:! (:10 Aug 43 ) 1952Z aca 

CONFIDENTIAL COPY No. 

THC IIIIUoKI"fG 0,. ,I.Jf ~CT COPY Or THlS II'USAGE IS FOMIOOOI 
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July 8, 1943 

T!l& r 1'1 ., OF S T IJ'I' , !l • S • ARllY 

CO'::.!AI!"IiP Ir !"'I"P, U.S. l'IEET 

ID', 1'.1'~ llA VlS 

On July 7 tho Proaident agreed to tbe Pri·M l!iJ>iotor ' o pro­

poeal of July 1 eoncernia& a jolnt atatoaent on au~ino wartaro. 

A paraphrase ot the ?r1M IUnistor ' a •••••r;• 11 quoted tor 

ycur infor m.tlon . 

":..0::1don. 
Jllly 1, 1943. 

"I rropoeo ttla t tno AA.mlralty dratt a etat..,..,_nt 

aonthly in ~oneral ter•a, &till ••nd it for your oonour­

renoe or &~~en·imnt about the 6th or oaeh ~ont."l 'f'ia the 

Nary Department or the ~ri tloh Admiralty Tl<!logotion \ n 

WuMnr,ton . ~e arreed text ls !o bo 1asued jointly 

on tho lOth of oaoh month. 

"I a,reo to the prohlbi tion or all other atat-•ta 

by persons holdin~t otrio1al poai tiona . tho only exceoptlone 

belcr atate:n"tn~s a"'de ... .._rsonally by e1 ther of ua or which 

n may epoclflca.lly a.uthoriao t'roa t1 ·e to t:..b.e. includinr 

o..-or hore thoeo in Parll~.~~~ent . 

"I &m in &gr oomont 1lso that o~bat storiee may bo 

rel•••d fr011 u • • to u~e a1"t.r at leaat oae -onth'e delay 

and earetul eonsor!~- in •~ah aaae . 

Churchill" 

III LSO!' B!f:'~, 

Roar Admiral. U. s. NaTY , 
Jlnal Aide to tho Pru1dent. 

- 1 -
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s>:rR!l' July T, 194~ 
OI""'Kr I o:· Al. ""1 O"ITY 

Fromr Op-nav 
Tor Aluana , London 

To the Former Naval Peraon trom the Proaldent per aonal a.nd 

eeorfJt JiUIIbor 305 . 

Your llumber ~40 I wholly au•• . 

- 1 -
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P"ro•• London 
For : Tho Proal ~oot at' tho llnl te~ Stotu 

l!Uilbor 340, 1 July 1943. 

ron~~~r lian.l Pereon to Prea1<1eat . Pe raonal and moat aeoret . 

No . 340, 

)tv per•o,o l tolo~r•• no . 299 of 5th Juno . 

I nropo" that A<bllrd t;r ohould drort ouch • ota-n~ aonthly, 

111t:1ch wo\i.ld be in renoral ter211 , and aend it '11& 8 . A. D. Washin~tao 

ud U. S . Na.y Department for yocr cQrteurrence or contt.nt about the 

5th ot each aonth , tho egreod ·~raion to bo laauod jointly on t~o lOth 

day or each month . 

I ••••• thot oll othor •tat•onto by poroono holdlnr offioiol 

poal tiona should be proh1 b1 ted, 1ave thoae at~• oeraonally by ei ttv~r 

ot ua or those which el thor or ue ~Ay aooc1f1cally author ito fro~ time 

1 a lso •tree that oarotully conaorod oonbat ator1ea may be reloesod 

trca tlM to tlu after at leaat • 110nth ' a delay in each eaae . 

No S!l\o 

- 1 -
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c 0 p y 

Junft 7, l9tJ . 

'Thd Pr*rr.icit.Ht.. hafi ~etrt e.nd "rl rovW. t.he et."lclotc-d 

::• .. state , pr~pe.rfld t;; t.;.e Ji~ovy t't:pr..rt.Dent. •t> t.t.e Unit.td ~ tbte! 

~roroaal rcr a ~oint. t<\.4t.es;.ent on 10 J\Ule 1..."": rt-!t.rf:~Ce to t~.t 

I'TOI,N BC or tho ""lr.ar1t.o nrfa~ Clw-ir.t; tt.o IIOIIth or t•:t· 

T!":-e Pr sirlc:a. dirtct.c U.£.t. JOU cent.. trdt , e.a. our 

rrof0Sal1 to ~ ... r op;:o::ite m.U:l*'r in ~C:l a::w1 U:.e.!. 1 l.~r,.e.!: • r 1 

you tak• ~I.e initlMi"< in prtp<rinl' H.• l«tra~~ . G•ttir.,· u ... 

Prcsid<nt' • aprrovLl of H. , o:.nd "ndin~ 1l t.o London . 

~1ne~ruly your· 1 

fill! on hro" :1 , 

R~U&r J.d&i r-•l, U • .. • 71, 
,:avt.l ,.,ice to t.t.~ ?t'Niuent . 

llr . U.·•.r W. D<•tit , 
1:11 rt-c:tor , Of' fie:• of ~~t.~r ln rot'nit~. tion, 

11a6hinj;too, D. C. 

Copy to : 
.. ecrtit.li.J")' or 'tt.tt ~avy 

llr . S~•pt,•n T. L .. rly 

6'~~,-=~--~--------------------------------------------~ Regraded Unlcassified
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• 
ADiliP.AL U"' l!Y 
CH!~F OF STAPF, U. S. AFVY 
COlQIJJIDER IN CHIEF , 11 , S. FLeET 
SECR!:TARl F..ARLY 
HON. f.~~ DAVIS 

The ?rea1dent hal author Saed •• to 

l'llrollh you with piJ'aphra .. cl coploo or tho at­

tached aeaa~ea b•tween th.t Prea1doat and the 

• 

PriM Jll.nister tor you.r lnto,...at1on and glllclo.nee. 

2 Inola, 

Very roopecttully , 

'lllLSON BROWN , 
Reor Admiral, 11 . S. Navy , 

NaTO! Aide to tho Preoldont. 

(Po.raphrosos or Proo-~ #277 , 3 July 1943, 
a11cl ~-Pres ~99, 4 Juno 1943.) 

- 1 -
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Tot Tho P?oa1don t of tho United Stat oa 
PTom t London. 

Wo. 299 , 4 Juno 1V43. 

coat aeoret ~o . 2V9 . 

1. I had not noticed any aerlouo look•&• but I entirely •~roo 

with your ide& ot 1 monthly joint s totol!lont opprovod porsonllly by 

you and me. Thia ahould e-over a.ny infonft&tion P•en in &onoral 

terae about lota in tonna·e and ••Y whether it ia better or woree , 

•• well •• the prov••• of' the attaek on f' boata . All other ata .... -

.. nta ahould ~ ~ preTented • • you SU~7Itt. lmmsdiatelJ on ay return 

I will oond you • moro formal conri.,otton. 

- 1 -
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l'roJDo Tho Prooident 

Too Tho Pr ime Yin1otor 

Jo. 277 , 3 Juno 1843. 

I l<now thot yw will e~;roo with "" that we m&y "'P•ot tho followero 

ot the Wlkado to aei&t u~o~ aoy hint we aAy let fall abo~t weap~~s , .. thod 

of taet1ca uaed by t;l ltt auccetat"ul aut1-sulaar1ne warfare. lt would b4l 

ditfioult to foretell the aerioua ooncoquenoea ot premature publica ti on of 

our ee1ent1N.c de'Nlop~~ent. We I'I&Y be sure 1 t will cost ua •any aubl!ar1 cea 

and •n:Y lh'ea. 1 t ••••• to :u1 the.t within tt-:e pNt aont~ too aJch haa 

boon pub11ohod both in tho llnitod States and in En~1llll~ and thAt sor <ot>o 

hara will retul t it we do not check: t\lrt.her dlaoloaur ·ee. rAn we not ... roe 

oo a aat-.rine atat8D"'!ttt t o be haued joi.-,tly on the tenth day o~ each 

celendar month -.d take ateos to pr ennt any other public atatementl aho•Jt 

aubmari no .....,. fare except cuefully oenaor ed vera1 ons of 1nd1 vidual ooMbe tf 

Roosow1t 

- 1 -
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TH11 NBW YOitlt TIM1!I, TU1!1DAY, .JANUAitY 11, 1944. 

LOOSES TO U-BOA'r3 
CUT 00% LAST YEAR 

Low Toll Taken in December 
by Submarines, but Rise Over 

November Ia Hinted At 

MERCHANT SHIPS DOUBLED 

Ntt Gain Since 1942 Streued 
In Anglo·American Report­
Raiders Back In Caribbean 

~U>TU..._...n.&,... 

WAIHINCTO:rt. JAn. lo--Ur.U· 
eel NaUODI:' lout' tb.rou.J:b V•boal 

t.etlon acaln were tow durinr 0.. 
Oiftllber duplte txpanded ettoru 
by Nul .Ubtl'l&riD ... 1t WU r• 
- ~· .., • Job>• .. .,w.­
AmwfcaA et.attmf'nt. W'hk:b &Lio 
d:lldOMd what mtKbant ahipplna 

JOMI!e tbrougb .ubmarine acLion In 
ltd ~re •o P"' Hnt of ttlt JtU 

loW. 
'Tbe repcre.. a\llbOr'llil!d. by Prfllll· 

dotnt Rook'Tflt &r'ld Prune Mln.t.ttn 

QlurehUI ud luued lhrou'h the 
Oftlee of War lntol'fl'Ultlon, apln 
made dMt th.al the once a:Tavt U· 
.._, m.ea.&C* had bMD thrOlUtd 

1M ll -- .., -­that the Dectmbtr ac:ort mljl't\l 
have l)et.n ltN taUatactory tban 
ln prt\1oua monlh&. 
Wb~ \.he Novembtr Nport 

eta.t414 that •mh&Dt ,_.. 

U.rcMa&b U·bOat acUon bA4 ...... 
th lowm elnce Kay. lt40, a.nd 
the October repnrl tt.Atf't1 that 
loMft had ~ thl HCOnd k) ..... Oit 

.t .. ,. ...-.~ a1•t the ~··•'lAC 

ot U.. war ll'l• &.t..c. n'porl •14 

rm•rtl)' lh&l. dill total tonn•u )Ott 

.._ ... a,.Un low •• 

0.. the tlrolad Mde or lhe abJp 
p1,_. pt.ctuN lM ~Jo.Aa'lencu. 
Aattm~t polnttcl out U.t not. 
only Md tt43 a.ou.. ~ •o pe1' 

ttnt of the 11H2 tiKtJ:re, bul Unitf\1 
Natio•" merchllnt ab.ip tonnaae 
~llnacted iD 1tt3 ....... approxi· 
mattl)r doUble that ot UM prevtou.t ,...,.. 

Sopplr f'la-~ott .!i"Pf'Ned 

Thua the Allltt nt~~ode a not.tt.blt 
ad vane. the Ja.~t yur tn lhl' I:SaUio 
ot Lht AUanUc-- u ad\'a.nce wtuc:h 
mJIU.a.ry and nava.l ot.tn·t',.. t(~ 

........ ,k .. ftllif'Ctfld ln Ul• ~-· 
pro•ecl now of 1Uppbn to t\~r)' 
ttchtln.r front lflf\'~ by ahlppln( 
from American Atla.ntle porta. 

The ut.i•tutory tt.tuHA '" Oa· 
oanbu ,.,.a. aceompUded d•pJlt 
tht fact th&t Ut• Nua. a.p.IJII l'la.\'t 
JDOYtd tAto lN Ca.rtbbeaA. ,....,. 
V·~U wer. .u:nk by cxzr anti-~Ub-o 
marine torcea, howt'ver, b«occl\.l.llt of 
.. verAI f•ctor•. Including "In· 
creutd eautlon" by the tnfl'n)' 

The tvct ot t.hfl An.J'lo-Airl4'rie&n 
sLal..-rtf'ftt u u fo&~: 

•l. Total tnoH'rhMl Wppl.n& ton­
na.a- 1011. by U•boat utton 1n Df· 
ctmbtr wu •Jain low de.l)llt "" 
exl~n•lon of operatloo areu Fewrr 
U·bo&UI wue dutroyed durin& the 
month bJ our Alr AM ~· t~ 
owiftc to M'•r&l factor&. lndudlft.c 
~ cau-uon by c:nemy. Out 
auppl:r route. wtr-.. how.vtr, wtU 
aecurfld aga.tnll U·boal auaek. 

··a. 1n 151.s V-boAta Ank b~t. •o 
per cenl ot the merchant tonnaae 
\bat thq aank lifo 1142. On \be 
oUMr llalMl. UnllH Nation rrwl'• 
t.tl.anl tCJCm&«• COMlt\IICUd ta lt43 
approximately doublfll t.he tttnn•r• 
dell\·ued ln 1D41 Ne.arly halt of 
our lonnagc lot' tor lhe yur Ul-43 
wu durin&: the flral lhi"H monlha: 
t1 J'lf'f ttnt .... ltr~tt cturtft« u ... _ .... 
Ohci ~a.rur ot lt43. &ftd -.ay 2a 
ptr c.nt wu '-t crunnr U\t latt 
she month.," 

1"oll of U•Boat• Put at 200 

WABKINC"'IN, Jan. 10 «'b­
The AQ\0--A.IM'rtcan atakmenl on 
ltu .olppiAJ - ........ lOda7 
aua no tfru-re nn th~ numbn' or 
U·boar.. dc':alro)'td. bul ll hu bHn 
•Umaled lhal Lho Allied a.nll·aub­
.utnl ~palp &COOiolntH toa 
..,. 100 ot the m.-rullkn fur.,.,­,_ 

' 

-
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' • SECRET • 
10 January 1944 

Fro.r Loudon 

!o: !he President ot the United State$ 

r o llWiber 10/1625Z 

urs lOth January •44. 1me of or1g1 ..._ __ 
Prime Minister's Office to President's Office. 

Personal and most $ecret. 

U-Boat etatement. May ve aesuma alternative 

proposal in paragraph one or telegram number 5~-

ia acceptatla? 
!To Slg 

1., • ··'· '(' -

SECRET 

' 

Regraded Unlcassified
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lO~liM 

The Prt• 111DI.ator bu roquoot..s 0 1D order to o&'JO 

u-. tt.t t!lo r e.na41ao ~nt bo aotlf1od ,.,.._ ubt"'t"" 

of the e'-f;o 1D the OU-r1ne 1\at-nt. 

1 t 1o l.hontore requoo ted t!la t tbo Ott1co ot 'l&r l a• 

tor&t1on iat .... t!lo preper rano~1111 outbor1tlea or Wa oh&~~J:4• 

Wl LIO ~ ! 1101111. 
11...,. .&dla1ral, o. S. 1 ., 

~aft! Aide to tbo Pr .. 1doat. 

- 1 -
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SEC REf 
ll!!liOIWI !JJII VOR 

Ill, ELII!:il N.VIS 
r UT.UI LE LAIID P. LO VETT!i 

The i'rlae lllinla ter hu nu;eate!l t.he 0\lbeti tutloa of 

the tollcnrin& p41n u aph iD plaeo ot the tlrot parauapb ot the 

ou-rl.,. a tet ... at ""1oh • • quoted in rq •>~orand\la to you ot 
8 J&JNary l 

"1, Total •reliant alllp;in~ to,.,.,. loot b:y 

r - Soa t &ot1on la 0.0-.bor ..... &i1"1D low deapl to &Q 

oxtet~aioA of opt~rat!Dc areae . r ... r u-ao .. t a wer e 

daatro:yad <iurlnc tho IIOJlth by our air ""d •- torcaa 

owta& to ••....-&.1 ract.ora , tacluctlnc 1coreued eeutloa 

by ~· Our au-pply routaa were. hown er . well • .._ 

cur ed ·~1aet u- soat &ttaot . " 

Tho ""•ideat baa accepted tba Pr18e 111alotn•a auc­

seettoa . The eeooad p.aray aph Sa uochaa&•d• 

WI LSOll Bl!allll, 
Rear ~ral , u. s. 1., 

ll ... a l Aide to the Preaid•at. 

SECRET 
- 1 -
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COPY 

SECRET 
SICI!BT 
OP PRIORlTT 

Pl'o•l 0pii&T 
To1 J.1uaaa , Londoa 

Fro• the Preeident tor the former NaTel Pereoa. Pereona1 and 

Your 1542 . 

I ooacur 1D 7our par&&raph one wh1oh we allall 1aaue 24 houra 

after tho or1s1nal r e1oaee time . Tho Canadian• aro boins 1ntormo4 

or the •hans•. 

Releaaed from the White Houee Map Room 
at 1135, KRT , 10 January 1~. 

'Ill LSON BROIIII, 
Rear J.d81ral , U. S. 11., 

laft1 /.ida to the Fraa1deat. 

ROOSEVELT 

SECRET 
- 1 -
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- • SECRET 

9 January 19~4 

From: London 

To: The President of the United States 

Number 542 Filed: 09/1645Z 

Prime Minister to President personal and 

most secret number 5~2 . 0-Boat statement . Your 

number 438 . 

l. Adm.iralty propose an alternative !'or 

all paragraph 1 which on the whole I prefer as 

follows. Begins. 

Total merchant shipping tonnage lost 

by 0-Boat action in December waa again low despite 

an extension of operating areas. Fever U-Boats 

were destroyed during the month by our air and sea 

forces owing to several factors including in-

creased caution by enemy. Our supply routes were, 

however, well secured against U-Boat attack. End . 
11 DONO/ 

\ole fmuch lilce sayi.ng so plainlytbat a 

change in 0-Boat tactics has been successful from 

their point of view. (As received. This sentence 

is being checked and any correction will follow) . 

I think, also , ve are entitled to remember that 

our supply routes were "well secured". Paragraph 2 

is excellent. 

... • l t - ~· . ..- .;i.e.£ ,.;tC.. ... ~. 

SECRET 
COPY 

COPY 
Regraded Unlcassified



.. 

Prom: 
To: 
Buaber 

London 
The PreeiOent 
5112 

Page 2 
or the United States 

Filed: 09/l645Z 

2. Pray settle it aa you think best and 

to eave time , vill you kindly inform the Canadlana? 

Ve agree to 211 hours delay 1n time or release. 

No Sig 

ECRET 
Regraded Unlcassified
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Prom: Amembassy London 

To: The President ot the United States 

lfo nwaber Filed 092059Z 

Prime Minister to Preside.nt. Personal and most 

secret. 

Correction to message number 542 todays date: t or 

"We much like saying so plain" read "We do not much like 

saying 10 plainly". 
No Sig 

- Regraded Unlcassified



SECRET 
OP PRIORITY 

0pD&T 
.Uuaa.a , London 

Froa the Preeident tor the For .. r Na• al Peraon . Per aonal and 

Secret . Nuaber 438 . 

If no onower to my No. 433 relat19e oubmarine oituat1on oan be 

transmitted in tl..lle to be recoiYed here by 1600 E. 'II.T. Sunday , 9 

January , reoo=aend twenty-tour hour• delt.y in as roed ti2e or releaoe. 

ROOSrv!LT 

COPY COPY 
Regraded Unlcassified



8 January 1944 

'- :lET 
lmiOIWIWll PORt 

CA?T.UII LlUJI> P. LOV!1'TE 
liL Ull!ll Ill VIS 

The President. ap~rovi'CI the c ran of the propoaod 
J&ftlary 10 atat.,.ent on the aut&t.rine aitu .. tion alte r he had 
aade a1nor cbangca. The atat.,.ent ae approved by him ha e 
been forwarded to the Prime Uinlater Cor hie concurrence and 
reada aa follow•• 

•1. Our ~aercbant ehlp taM 1• lost auril!i tbe 
aont.n of llcc•ber to U-boat action waa relatively 
low. rawer U-iloata were deatroye~ durill,f the aonth 
by our air and aca forcu b~""uae or seYual factor s • 
~~Uely, a eMit ill U- Boat anaa or OJ>*ral i on and 
a.ltered U-boat tactica. I n th~ m&in, however, our 
eu.,ply r<>utu e~ntime to t>o r eaeonably secure. 

•2. In 1943 U-boata tank bu t 40'1. of the oer­
ehont ebip t.on~e that they eank in 1942. On the 
ot her hand, United Natione me rchant abip t.onnaue 
conetruehd in 1943 &ooroxi.lll&tely doubled tile t.on­
nar• a .. u .... red in 1942. Nea rly hel t o f our tonn..,. 
loat for t hl' year 1943 w&a durin( t he ! iret t bree 
aoot.llaa :.7f, waa lost duril\lr th~ .. coiXI ')WITter of 
194), &t>1 onl7 26J - • loat euri"IJ the laat a!..x 
eont.he. • 

You wiU. be infor:>ed when thr Pr i.!:te Minlater• a 
r eply is received . 

11118011 BOOIN 
Roar Adll1 rel, U. s. 11. 

lbYel AiC:e to the President 
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8 Ja~YJ&J')' 1944 

IUJIO.w.'!Xlll 1'0111 

IIR. fLIW! ~AVI S 
CAPTAIN LllJoiOD P. LOVl.Tn 

Tho Pru1de:nt ~proTod ~he draft or the propoa od 
Ja....ary 10 a~ateaont on t.llo 1011t.o.r1Jx o1to~Uon at't"r he baa 
awo a1oor chan eo. tbo atot.caont ao opprond by h1.s bu 
b .. n !or.ar<!od t :> tt.e Pri:ae ll l nb~er ! or h1a c:oor.>n-<n::e anl 

reada as toll ow11 

•1. Our 11terchant ah1p t.onms o loot durina the 
sonth or loc.,.bu to U-bon action waa roativel,y 
lo.. Power U-boeta wore dootroyod durlne the 1110nth 

by our air and au torcea bec.a.aa.e of aeYf'ral !&et.ora: 
.,.,ely, a ahlr.. 1n U-boat .,....,. or o;>e r .. tioo and 
altered U-boa~ l.ccUca. In the IIA.In1 howonr, our 
suy;Uy routea continue to be reaaonaDly aeeure. 

•2. In 1943 U- boato a~>nk but /llf, of the .,..,._ 

chant ahlp toMa<~e ~hat thor ..ani< 1n 1942. On t.he 
otbu hand, United NaUona ••rcha.~t eh lp tonoaca 
constructed 1n 1943 •?Prold .. tcly doubhd t.ho to~ 
-~· colivorod in 1942. IINU'ly halt ot o,.r toMA~ro 
loo~ tor the rear 1943 ... doorln.J t.lle !1rat ~bree 
.anthoJ 2~ wao lost doorin,:r the oecona quarter ot 
1943, and only 26% wae loet duriDB tho 4et oi.x 
110ntha. • 

You will be 1nfoMed when t.~e Pri.l:e 111n1ster' • 
reply 1s r eceived . 

ll'll.SOH ll!IOIIH 
Roar A<niral, U. S. II. 

IAvel A1 e t.o t.ho Preoic.ont 

SECRET 
Regraded Unlcassified



SICR!T 
OP PIQORITT 

I'IIOIIo OPIAV 
TOo ALOSIIA, LOIOOB 

lfllliBEII US, SECRET AND PERSONAL, FOR TilE FORilER !lAVAL PERSON FROII 

THE PRES I lli!IT. 

THE NAVY OEPARTII!:IIT HAS PREPARED l'IIE FOLLO!Il!IG DIIAFT OF THE PROPOS 

JAJIIlARY TENTH S'I'AT!lll!!IT 011 'I'R& S11SIIARIIfB SITUATION. I CQfCOR. 

"1, OOR 1{8RCI!AIIT SHIP TOIO!AGB LOST IXJRlliG TBB IIOIJTH OF DECIOO!BR 

TO U• BQAT .t.CTIOll 'liAS I!ELA'£1 V&LT UJr(, f'B'IIBR U· BOATS 'IIERS OESTHOTEO DURD 

Tl!B JIOITB BT OOR AIR AliD S&l. I'O!CBS B!CAUSB 0 1' SEVERAL !'ACTORS o IIAioii!LY, 

A SHI FT Ill U• BO!l' J.liBAS Of' OP!IIA11011 ABD AL'I'EI!ED U· BOAT TACTICS. 111 Till 

IW:II , BO'IIBVER, OIJ1! SUPPLY ROUTES OO!ITINUE '1'0 BE REASONABLY 8SCURB. 

•z. Ill 1943 U- BOATS SA!IK BUT 4~ 01" '!'BE IIERCBANT SHIP TON!IAGE 

'!'RAT TBJ!!Y SANK Ill 1942, 011 TBE OTHF.R BAND, Ull lTED !lATIOIIS IIERCHJ.NT SAll 

TOIOIAGJ!! OO!ISTRUCTED IN 1943 APPROXlliATllLY OOUBUlD Tf!E TOli!IAGI! DELIVERBD 

Ill 1942, lfEARLY HALF OF OOR TON!IAGB LOST FOR rRB TEAR 1943 'liAS OORIIIO 

TBJ!! PlRST THF.I!B !IO!ITBS 1 2~ WAS LOST WRliG THE SECOND QUARTER OP 19U , 

AJI D O!ILT 2S~ WAS LOST WRI!iG THI LAST SIX JIOll'll!S. • 

DO TOO AGU!f 

ROOSEVELT 

SECRET 
- 1 -

Regraded Unlcassified



OFFICE OF WAR INFOR~IATION 

W 1\SH INOTON . --· 

Jo.nw •1 1. , b44 

kea.J Admiral Wileon »rown 

Na~al Aide to t.be t're•1cmt. 

The Whl•e House 

Det~.r tHlt~on : 

licrtl is tile froposod 

eubciiM.rine etatee~cnt. for Jtmuary 10 

CoNia.........,., 

Elnor Dovi• 

Atto.cboents: 2 

Sf.CRf.i 
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SICRE"[ !'l!QPOS!D JA!iVARl WITH STATF'!OiT 

ON SUBMAk!NY. SITUATION 

S~CRET 

1. Our meroh&nt ahip tonnage loot during ~be 110nth ot Dece~aber 

to 0-boot ootion waa rolat1Yo}¥ low and at a reaaonab}¥ oatiat•otory le•ol . 

v .. ar 0-boar.a wore dutroyod during tbe 1110ntb by our .ur and • • • rorcu 

becauae or aeYeral facftbri J nuely, a ahitt in 0- boat areas of· operation 

and altered U- boat tac t ics. In tho nain, bowo• or, our aupp}¥ routee 

continuo to be eat1efaotor1ly oocure . 

2. In 19/J !1-boata aanl< but 4C>.' or tha merchant ahip tonnage that they 

o&nlt in 1942. On the otbor band , United Notions lilorch&nt ahip tonnqo 

conotructed in 1943 appr<lOCUI&to}¥ doubled tho tonno,go doli'fored in 1942. 

Near}¥ halt or our tonnage lost tor tho yoor wo.a during the firs t throe 

monthaJ ~ • •• loat during tho second quarter or 194) , and ODl¥ 26~ WtiO 

lost during tho last si.x C>Ontha . 

Regraded Unlcassified
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''ECRET 
SE!lREI PROPOSI!D J'~Jru.un' TENTH SUTF'!I'IIT 

ON S~A~INE SITUATION 

1, Our morolwl~ ship ~oiUlAge lon during the IICln~h or Dooe:nb.r 

to U- boat a c tion was rolaHvol,y low and at a roaoooabl,y ouiof"o~l")· lonl. 

Fewer 0- boa. t..a •ere dee troyed during the month by our air and sea roroea 

becouao or several faoeoro 1 n&e~ol,y, a shift in U-boa t aroao of opera Uon 

and al t.ored 0- boa t t.&e t ic a. In t.he I:UI..i.n, however 1 our supply routes 

continuo ~ be satiotaotoril,y eoouro . 

2 . In 1943 U-boats sank bu~ 4rJ/> or tbo IIOrohmlt ehip tonnage thet they 

oank in 1942 . On tho o~hor band , United lla~iona karcban~ ship tonna&o 

oonotruotod in 1943 approximately ooublod tho tonnqe dallYOrod in 1942 . 

Noarl,y half of our tonnaso lon for tho yea:r wao during tile t'i:rot tb:roo 

liiOD t bSJ 'J:11, WOS lost during tho 50Cond quarter of l<J4J , and only 26~ WAI 

lost during the laot six oontha . 

\ 

SECRET 

Regraded Unlcassified
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• A. DV A iiCZ RE' L EA GE A~'IA!/C_, R!LEAOJ: 

OIT!CS C.!' VA.'! l:::O?.l'.J.:! C!I 

ADVC:CE JU.LEASE: To lle HoU In STl!ICrtS:= CC!n'c:l:llc.i. and r,-r TO BE USI.D 

'1-y PESS or JW:!O .i'U'I:FJ.. ~, 30 p .11., ::'•c. 7li\li'l>JAY. :loeuber 9 ,194;3 

O«t-277~ 

Tho !ollovtn, Jolot Anflo-A:orl~an tt~t~:cnt on aub:artne antt antl-eub~ar!Le 

ope ration• ia iRaued under tho AU~ho ~i~y of the Freatnent P.n4 th~ ?rim~ Mtniator' 

A.ru.l u.-J;.o3t on~r"~\.)nl 1n !.~~vembl!'r Mve been ftQ1"'lb!e . !or t.ho Oftf'~Y ha• 

achieve~ lttt~ for the ~rP~t tf~ort ~e ~~ exerted. :b8 nu=bor of corehan~ veaaola 

eunk toy U..Foate ln !hv~:ber ia lese t.l'.an ln any othttr co nth aincc: !.t&.y, 1 ·40 . 

By ~:~eana Cl! a1rel·Aft cporat.1n.g from A:or(!e ~.10 tuwo been able t.o lr.rprovc 

prot~ctlon to our cC'nl'oys ttnd tc d-1.:D~n1at. area tn whtrh ene=.v C-Poata ~"' ro free 

fro~ ~'tack h~ our forces . 

Tho on4QY haa uood long rrn&e aircraft to aae11t in concontratinc U-BoRt• 

on our convoy rout~ft but in aniLe of th11 our escort ani coun~orAttack hat been 

offecttve. 

The caution of the ene~ ~EoaLa ~•• leaaenej t~~ ~~ter rf op· orLanl!lea 

preaent.ed t.o our forcee; ior ltrikinc PC. the;:n . lievertheleaa , the ntl:l't!Or Of f:- Boatl 

eunk in Uovoc:~ber ~t n.t;ain t1'ceedcd t.ho number of tho1r vlct1ma . 

ffl~J 11 ,, 
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t.IECIB 
6 Dec•ber 194.) 

.waJtAL Ull AIID:> (for r.ctica) 
IIR. STIPttr:• UJILI (!or 1n ro,...Uon onl,r) 

Tt:. follolllnr ••aaae baa been rt~caind at tho 11hite l'oun 
!1'011 Aairal 'IUoon Brown loitb inatructiana to paaa to .lcbiral 
Edward•• 

•Pri or to tho receipt of tho 1; ,vy De;art..:aant•e draft 
!or ti-e l'ec•N> r ant!-subur1ne atat-t, eutaitt a.l to 
the Preeid«>t on $ tAccabcr, U"' Pr .. ic1«>t had a,pro'ntd 
• etat•ent auaut.ed b:T Adairal Cunnino- to Adod.ral 
Una. The trn or the •~proved ... ~~._,~. 1a aa follou: 

• Anti 11-&At operat.i <>a in Novwaber b-ve been not­
able, for Ut.Ue .,....,. hu achieved !o~ veat e!!ort he 
hae exerted. The nuabeT o! ~orctAnt •••••1• eun< by 
u-!!oate in Nov•ber h le .. tht.n in a111 other 1:1011th 
a1nco u.r, 1940. 

' B:Y aoana o! Aircraft. oporatina !NX!l A&orea .o hue 
be en able t o .l.Ja;rove protection to our c:..nvora and to 
d1&1nieb .. ,..... in •hich en""'Y u-r-t• .. oro !me fraa 
a.ttacl< b:T our forces. 

•the .,""11 baa used lon& '""""' a.iroran to uo.let 1n 
coneerrt.r&t.inc ... -..lO&t.• on our eonvor f'l''-i\.ca tut. in 8'..J.t.e 
o! tble our oecort and cou:>ter~tur.c t•• been ~ffeetlu. 

' lhe uut.ion or the Ul""'' u-~oo.u baa lo•6on0<1 t.t.a 
n""""r of opportunitioe prenntod to our rorcea !or 
etridns •t th•. .,enrthel .. a, tl.• nuslor of ll- I.o .. te 
aunk 1n Nov•ba r baa &&&in uc.o<lod tho nUlL er of their 
victl.lla. • 

•Plaaao h .. • n• coaurr inatructbna to 01 1 and ln­
!orra llr. !&rl,r.• 

L. IIATHD.lnf> 1 
Colonel , Cenoral Staff 

SECRET 

Regraded Unlcassified
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PlliiPQSW DZCDCB:Jll. mm1 SY.ma;TT 

Qll SUB!W!lD §IlVM'Ic;! 

1 . Operat1ou ot Gono&D U- l>oato • oro chAraetorhod b7 

rolath-el7 l 1,;At aet1•lt7 till" D(f. !lovoabor. 

a. lov•ber "• oe ~f the beat ao.nt.ha f'lf the war ill 

r eapect to aerch:l.nt ahio , ,n:a.ac• loa •• froa all oi'U.laea 1Dalu4-

111& II< rtno C"-oual tloo. 

3. Geraa.A U-bo"t t~~~Ctlc.a continue to ch! nre , but. our eur!r&ee 

ah1-,e .All a.l.rc:-r..!"t continue to aatt'b thesa -- aove tor move . 

Regraded Unlcassified
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THB NEW YORK TIMES, WEDNESDAY. NOVEMBER It, 1943. 

00 U-BOA ~ BAGGED 
IN LAST 3 MONTHS 

• 

President Reveals Allied Toll 
in Six Months Is l~ur 

Lones Far Lower 

OCTOBER RECORD 20 BEST 

Merchant Ship Dutruction 
Reduced by More Than Hall 

In Put Quarter-Year 

t.,.clal -. Tn :onrw ~uc Tuwl 
WASHINOTOS. Nov. ~Pr~ ... 

dent Rooatvt1t unou~ I.Oday 
that Lhe Alii• 1unk. more U-boa~ 
111 the lut lbN4t monuu than the 
~y tuall: AIJJM tnt:rtbut .arlpa. 
&tid that our ~ ....._ lD 
Oe:tobrr Wfft U.. MtODd krwut ot 
aG1' moa\h o t the war We aa.cJc 
a1zty aabmar1n• tn A~t.. 
Sept.mbtl' and Ottobtt, &J'Id UO bl 
the lut •he. montb.l. h.t aid 

TI'Le Prnldent rud ac. hl1 P"A 
con!trtnt• tht rtCUia.r pe_rtodlcal 
• U.ttment on atAtu• or •ubmarine 
'\'f..rl&re a ulhOrla.td tom• tim• ago 
by Prln'lt Mlnll\t:r Churt.hlll a.nd 
1\lmatl/, U I• an AnJ;Io.Ameriean 
r-tport tNued hett by the Ottlee or 
War Information. 
Commen~ on lht rtport that 
~ lOnft&('t IOUN trom a.u u--. 
ta Oct.obu _..,.. the ..,_d 1owNt 

f,_~ u7 month ot the war.• U..l 
Pr-Hiddt \old blt .,.... ooaftftnee 
.,..., \.bit A UCU'( ~ Wf_N alilft•.Jy 
bftr-a wry, """' UtUe leN. 

Tbl ""-i.d!tftt duaibtd the ... ,, 
U·boa.Ui rtporUd .unit us lh• Jut 
Lh"" montbt u ct:rtaJn klflt In 
addnton. l'le add~. thtrt wtre 
manv olht.,.. dam•~ 

'-"'"'• ~ord or the lut '"'" 
month• lt pJir Uc:ular ly KJ"ltlfyh'IJr,'• 
thf rtJ)Ort. uJd, "btcau.e durCnr 
mntl of lhl1 J)t r lOd fe\O.'tr V·boal.l 
Wtrt OPt,..tlnr. tewer t.a,.-eu wf're 
prutnttd for ou.r air and H l 
fOr(M.'' 

The ttxt ot w •t.awr.:ent rot-

"""•~ Dvrtq tiM montlu o f AUI\IIt, 
1'4o,.emlM.r aY Oetc.l:lu a pproli:6-
Jftat•17 • lx'-7 Uoboau ""'"' 41 .. 
,,,..,-..~ Thb brlap to mor• 
thu UO lb1 n~t' of U-bo.t~ 
d••tro,-.41 durtox tM tNt .u 
mor.thl The rtconl o t l~ \ul 
th,... monlhll lt! partkula..rl7 lht• 
l()'lft. bUaUN: dUrlnJ MOlt Of 
U!l• period (tWft U-bot.u wert 
OP1!r1lllnl' fawn taraeu Wtl't p,... 
••ntf'd tor O\l r air and .,. .. rortfll, 

2. Dunn, AU(Ult, Septen\l>tl' 
._nd Oeto~r. m6n U·boat• ••r• 
dl'at.roytd Uuut Allle4 mtteb&.nt 
1hiPt wue Mmk b)' U-bo.t a ttlon 
The ... uo of U.bo&t «> merebanl 
•hlp attr•Uooe d~ri.ac Oc.tobtr wu 
toor• •tlda.ttot7 Uu.a tn uy 
Jl"'f'kN• month. Our toaa ... 
...,._ rr.m al1 ca~ lo Octob.r 
w•r• Ole ~ to.-..t ot &11.7 
tnonllrl o t the wa.r. 

l M1tdwU!Il aMp ~ ao.t 
, , U...._t at"OOo 4urm.c U1e ~t 
thr•• lftOftt~ ..,. 1.- tba.n on .. 
halt th• m.t.I'C.bal'lt abJp tbl'l.na&• l 
I '•t d~U-ln.t tb• PM!.VIOU:t thrH 
m-.nthl dNpltt tiM t.ct that ae­
'\l.lal tblppltll lnertutd. 

<i "''hl! Otrmana hav1 In~ 

dUf'f't.l r.~•w tJ..boat weapona and , 
tafTiit• Thv• far w• b&Vft ~ ... , 
Abl• LCI ('(JJt41 IUOC'eufully W1tb lhfl 
dt!UIIII'IJ' IJtUa!Jon Tb• b~Ull• 
CIOftlii'IUI'"I In fu.D vigor, 
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~&I:?.:. L CIUU, U. ~. n.uT 
It!. LU:ll DA VI.> 

The Prt.o ~1n1ater h&e accarttd tho an~1-oubMar1ne 

otaLOIIGnt ~.,,. October wHh no ... enaom~. Lat .. ~ tiauru 

he•• 1ncre ··.cl looaeo 1n O¢t.o~r and he ~hore/ore •uare•~ed 

t'>< t he lt.•• •eol.""ce ol ,..,..,VI' 4. ~ tt ~lded tl J't14dl 

&Our """""·f:e loooet /1- .U UU<U in 
Ot.~o r .... r. • ~ etc..!nd l:)tl • : 'f'lJ' a:rt 'l or 
t.h• •r•. 

flLSOH ERO•Ii, 
,.,. 1. -u_ .. u , u.s."., 

!1&, 1 u ••• o ~"" ~&1 ..,~. . 
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SSC'!!T 
Pi!IORI!T 

Froa2 ~~. Praatdent 

!o1 The Prt .. Miniate r 

No o 408 . 

• 
5 ~o .... bor 1943 

Tour llu:ober 4Vl. Thank you tor your proapt ro.oly. lie ohall 

• 
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StGHtl 

~I Laa4CI'l 
PCII'I 'ftMI Pru1dent of tne Un1te4 Statu 

ttu.ber 491, Filed 051113Z 

l'r1lle 111n11ter to Pre81dent Roosevelt number 491 
personal and secret. 

YCIID" DUIIber L.051 ~~ant1 u bOlt warfare statement 
tor October. I entiri.LY I8Z'H subject to one point. 
Lateat tigurea !lave 1ncreaae4 loeeee 1n October which 
1101r becaau second beet montn or war, AUgust being the 
beat. I auggeat therefore thlt last sentence or para­
sr&JIIl two be .-nded to read •eur tonnage l osses from 
all cauaea 1n October were the second lowest or any 
-VI or the wari. 

I u een41ng text u lllllende4 to llackenz1e King 
and w111 let you know u soon u he hu repl1e4. 

No S1g 

SECHtT 
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l Mourabor 1943 

PROII1 Tho Prol14ont 
T01 Tho Pri .. lliohtor 

the followitt ,; a tat .. at, w1 th whiob. I .,r••• 
•1. Durin~ the IIOntha or Aur;uat, Stptnber artd Oetober 

approximlltt ly 60 0-boatt were deatroytd. Thio brinr,e to more than 

record ot the l aat three aonths ia particularly r.ratil)ia~ beoauaa 

durin& aoat or tbi a period twwer U-boata wert operatin~, re .. r tar~ete 

were preaented tor our air and eea torr••· 

•z. Durinr. J.ur;uat , Sept.ber and Ootober more U- boata were 

destroyed than J.lHod •rchant ohi~ o woro 1unk by U- boat aoticn . 

Tho ratio of 11- boot to •orcbant ohip attrition duri~ Ootobor wa1 

aore aatia"'a otory than in any pre'rioua aoath . In ta.et , our tonn&&• 

lo•••• troa a ll oa ueea in October were tht loweat of any aonth of the 

war. 

•3 . U.rehact abip tocna~o lo1t to 0-boa t actio~ durta, the 

last tnree •onthe waa leaa than one-halt the m&rchant ahlp tonnage 

lo•t durinJI the prnio\11 three =oath• d01plto the raet that actual 

ahippinr, 1ncreaaed. 

•4. The Oe r•n• han introduced. zaew 0- boat wsapona and tactice . 

Thue far • • h••• been able to eope auoC"eaat\ally w1 th the ehalt~Jl« 

ROOSEVELT 

020S08 IICR 9U8 
- l -
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BLACI 8 (Hydo Park to ~ap Ro .. ) 

l No .. mbor 1943 

FOR ADIIIRAL l&liT FROII Tl!! PR'!SJ DllHT 

Appro•e ~TE $1 , •ubjeotr Subaarint »ontbly Peoort. Pleat• 

tranaa1t to Priee Micieter for hie aopro•al. 

Rood in ~P Hoo= 02/0205Z 

- 1 -
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PROPOSED IIOVEIIBIR ~ STA1'DIEB1' 

~ SllBIWIINB SlTUJ.TIOII 

1 . llu.riJl& t.l» 110nt.M or J.ugwlt., Sept•be:r and Oatober approldmatd7 

60 u-~te ware ~at.royed. Thie bringa to aore thaD ~0 the nw:1ber or 

11-boate ~atro,...S during the laat ai.x aontba. Tl» reconl or the laet. 

\hrea 110ntha 1e parUclllarl,. g:ratit)ing beceuaa durin& aoat or thia 

period r.war U-boata were operating, fewer targets were presented lor 

our air a..'ld - rorou. 

2. During August, Septelllber &Del. October 110re u-bo&ta were destroyed 

thall .tJ.lled •rcb&nt ships were aunlt by u-boat action. Tbe ratio of 

u-~t to -.rchant ehip attrition clurbg October 11&11 mre Ntiafactory 

than in a.q previous .x>t.h. In tact, our tonnana losses rrora aU causa a 

in October were the lonet of All¥ mont.h of the war. 

) . llercb&nt &bip ~age loat to u-~t action during t.ha last thret 

•oatba wu leu t.h&n OM-hall tile •relwlt ehip tonnat;a loat during t.ha 

pravioua three aoat.ba despite tbe !act t .h&t actual shipping tncra&ead. 

4. Tba Oanwla haft introduced .- U- boat waapo.a and tactics . 

Tbua far we bue bean able to cope aucceaatully with the changing 

aituation. Tbe battle continua• in tllll vigor. 

Sent to the Pr~e1dent a t "yde Park 
u !II'TTS 31 , 01/1914~ 

Regraded Unlcassified



S I CRI ~ 

NAVY DEPARTMENT 

I!X U:UTrYI On'ICK 0, THE $t:CRETANY 

OFYIC:C OF PU.UC ... eLATIONS 

WASH INGTON 25, D.C. 

!IJ!IlRANDOII for Rear Adairal Wile on Brown, (1, S, NaY)' 

The NaYal Aide to tbo President 

The 'llb1 te Howoe 

l!holosed bererlth a proposed stAtement on tbe subllarine 

situation. 

Tbe attached ata tuont 1\as the approval of the Secretary 

of the Nary, eo-.>der in Chief, u. s. Fleet, and the 

Direct or of the Office of War In!or.ation. 

I believe t hat this statement is about the aost c011plete 

and Wol"lll&tive that bas been drafted to elate. 

"""'""""·---·· 
OOR (33910) 

J.m.lt~ .~~----
' U. S. NaY)' 
Public Relations 

]!he. (BW) 
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l'rx:: Tile Pri=e :!ir.i•ttr 

To: Tt t1 Pret-idt nt 

l:o : 1.'10, )0 October 194J 

Your No . 402 . 

L I """ not •w rc you had be• n ruBiod ~t the lad. adnuto 
on ony occuiott , ~d I ,._. v· ry eorry if llJlY ir:cor veniene~ t~ne: uuaed 

lllld 1C I ""' to bl...., . In e.n;r •••~ tt< <!Ate or Ue tenth >e· not a 
f..xt...r• IJ\d a day or ho'e ae:U.7 caul<' al•~7• hav• been ottdud. In 

!.ct •• dirt del~: tl r•• or fcur d6yo ao as to cattle it .. t l!yee Par~ 

in AU£llt'l. . 

2. I >ill auit your draft inttead of eubodttins ore .,.. ... u . 
Pleare und h to ,.. , u tl'e A<Bir1 lt7 have to txfrU< th~ir vie> and 

1 p•adaed to keep liar " de Kins ir or. it . 

3· \ .• MVC had • . tllificent Nnth, hre4 lOO, or- tona or 
oinking' Wld at le at henty bo Cbrt"in kill• and nin& probl•blot . In 

tact , t •king both dnkine: tnd kil in;,;r tog<tl cr, it is o.n all t i me 

hil:), tor the Fir:o. 

Sent. to the Preddmt at fyee Park u 
Ulite 10, )0 Oct 43 . 

- l -
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10 Ootohr ltU 

SECRET 
II'-II)USlrll roa 

COIIIIA.DCR I I rlll t l', 11 , I, PLI':f 
111 , na• a .,. YI 1 

Por TflfW lafo,_ti 0110 there h forwarded o JMtN~hr·uo of a 

aooooro f roa tho Prooldo~t to tho Prta. ~lnl otor doto4 It Ootobor 

l MS t 

•so tl>ot we ••ll not k .,,,.d at tho lut 111 rl\lto , 

J ~.,. 41ro• tod .,.... Ol'rteo of •ar Jntoraotlon to .. n4 

to l.,. . 8r•4an •Taoken early oe~ .. u our ••~'••tl• 

for tho J olat Ant1•1Ulaorlno Stotoao11t for Ootobor. 

J ol>all oppr oo\ato an at;r-ont on tho otat-nt well 

before tta • 4fet. or leave • • 

Vor)' roopootfully , 

<nO~ • u..rn. 
Lieutenant, 0 , 5 , 1 •• • , 

-••1eto"t to tho ~oTkl ~14o , 

SECRET 
- 1 -
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SECRET 
PRIOR:n 
SECJ!!T 

Froat Opna• 
Tot .Uuetu~, Lonclcn 

29 Oet obor 194~ 

Peraonal and eeor~t trom th8 Prea1den t to the Porr~r Naval Pereon . 

N\Ollber ' 02 . 

In order that we ••Y not be ru1hed &t the last minute J ha-..e 

direeted our ~ to eead to eraehen earlr aext •••• o~r .a,~eat1 oo t or 

t he October ,Joint Anti-aulltarl ne Sto.tecont . I will o.pwectatt an a• roo-

aent on tbe etat.ment trell before tbe dote or Saeue . 

IIOOSEVE!f 

SECRET 
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OFFICE OF WAR INFORMATION 

WASHINGTON 

October Z5, 1':143 

CONYIDl]!TJAL 

MDIJMNDUII FOR l'IIE HO!I . IWU\1 HOPIWIS: 

Secretary Knox and Adair*l td• ards agree 
with .. that the clroJ't for the IIIQOthly joint 
submarine statement should hereafter be written 
here and sent to London for clearance, to avoid 
such painful errors as occurred last time. This 
was ~be original an~~t~~~e...,ot , but the first draft 
was writ~n 1n Cominch'a office and naturallr 
coot.81ned practicklly nothing. The present 
proposal 1a that the draft be written by Navy 
Public Relations , with the advice and assistance 
of o;n , cleared with Coainch, ancl tben sent to 
London for British appror.l.. There appeara t.o 
be no r .. aon wb,y nor•l.l,y this cou.W not. be clone 
about. t.ha 2nd or Jrd or the ccnth, thus avoiding 
the usual last- minute rush in which errors remain 
uncorrected. 

Sinee, bowenr, the present. a.rrangeaeot 
is that the first. draft is written by tbe British 
Adalralty aocl sent over here for clearance, I 
think any alteration as auggeatod above should 
properly be. made by direct coiiUIIUI\ication bet•een 
the President and the PrilllB llinister. 

Cordial.l.y, 

Eaer Davis 
Direct.or 
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• 
JOl!IT 

11)101WtiD WAllFA!tB 8TATIIIIE!IT 
S!l'I'EIIIIBJI 

• 
Tho PT1 ... IUDlot.,. 1111t1otecl tho SoptMher 8•-r!ao War ton Sta to-

.. at I.JI hlo -•••P fUt ot 7 October 194$ to tho Proa14eat. Th1o .. ooqo 

... trNJoalttocl t roa tho X.p Booa to tho Proa14oat a t Hyclo Park u •·Hln t, 

&D4 we. reoet~•4 at Ry4e P&rk at 1235, EWT, 1 Oet 4S. The aeaaa~e rollowa• 

•rra.1 tht Pr~•• Miniater. 
"Tot Tho Prooldoat or tho United Statoo. 

"lot tS8, 7 Oct ober 1943. 

"1. Followiat; 1o dratt ot propoood joint otat-.ont ro&t.rdln& 
0- Boat warto.ro I.JI Soptoaher. I ohall bo &lad to rocoho rour eoa­
aoato ao oorl7 ao poao!bla. Bo&inoo 

" ' (1) UntU the Srcl ""k 1D Sopt-ber no AlUod aorohut 
ohlp -• loot by Gorau IJ-Boat attack. Than, on tho 19th Soptoaber , 
tho U-Boato onclod tbo t aontho lull In tho Worth Atlantic , aacl a 
pack ot a t l eaat 15 U-Boata coneentrated on a wes tbound oonToy. The 
ooabat l ooted 4 1/2 doyo . Tho looo of S oocort voo oolo hao already 
been annouaoed. A amall number of eerohaat ahipe were aunk. AI a 
reault of Y1 Koroue counter attacka by the aurface and air eeoorta a 
larser nuaber or 0-ro.ta were eunk or da .. ~ed. 

"' (2) In oplto of tbo 1noreuo 1n C- Soot octhttr at t ho 
en4 of the aonth, the avera~• aerc~ant ah1p loaaea troa all oaueea 
1n Septetlber a nd Aqut: tos•tber are the ~•t record or the n r. 

"'(3) ll .. ortholooo th1 o roouaption of poet tact!oo 1o 
•rldenee ot the en•y•a intention to apar• no ettorta to turn the 
t!clo ot tho IJ- Boot war an4 tho utaoot uortlon one! -n,uanoo tr!ll he 
required before ite .. nace 11 finally reaOYed.• 

•2. I ouc&••t that u or1!;1nall)' intended, thh ond futuro ot.ato­
aont o ohould he hoa docl 'loouod unclor tho author ity of tho Pno!dont 
aad. th.e Priae JUoiater ' , Do you &&reet 

•tn-· 
Tho Proo! d.,t, I.JI hio BLACI 1 to tho !lap Ro•, OT/U~6 ll1IT , directed 

that tho tollowin~ appr onl he oont to tho Prl•• llillia tort 

•rroea Th• Pr •aident. 
"Too Tho Pr! .. 1Un1otor. 

"llot 378, 7 Ootobor 19U. 

- 1 -

Regraded Unlcassified



• • 
• t tully ~ree wit h your 43P, 1nclu41n,; the r..ew headtnr. ftc-­

ITer, c.e..n 1 t be pr09td that a l ar ~er ft\aber or 0- 8oat1 were eunk tt'lan 
" loet 1D eecort •Mpa and Dltr cha..nt a~toat 

"ROOIIYelt" 

Prior to the receipt or the Prea1dent' a BLACt 1, which eppro~ed the 

Pr1•• ' 1 au,;e:eeted eta temont, Colone.l IIM1110nd , by d.i recti on oi' Ad:ai ra.l Brown , 

eent thl tollowint memo·randua to Admiral lin& a.nd to !Uer Devil, requeet1Dt 

~heir viewa and ev~eattoo• on the et& t.&ent r 

"7 October 1943. 

ConuJ!ll!m-111-CI'IP.P, I' .S. PL!Bf . 
WI. !UJlEI! DA V1 S • 

"The Pretident deaSrea that you aubai t you r ccmoenta 
to hia w1 th rete renee to t.he attached •••••' • 11 euly aa pract lole 
0114 cot later than 8 October 1913. 

"It la requet ted tl'\at the above 11en tioned comment• be 
addreee ed to the Pre&ident at the lrlap Room , the Wh1 te Bouae. 

1•1 Cheater Hammond 

Clf"ST<'R R.AllU(JlD, 
Lt. Colonel, General Starr, 

Auilt&nt to the lUlltary Aide . 

"1 lnol . 
"Pl!-Proo .14S9, 7 Oot 43. 0 

Adairel lUng "'Pl1od .-1 th U.. foll0'111nt .. ..,.and=. which wu reco1nd 

In the Kap Rooc at approximately 07/1,15 IWT, but which waa n ot t ranaai ttod 

to the Prea1dent einee the Preetdent' a appron.l had already beec recei 'f'H 

in 81.ACK l1 
'7 Oct ober 194S. 

"IIE!.tOJWilltlll FOR THE PRESID!liT1 

"The propoaed joint at&te~ent r fttard1n5 0- boat ~r~r• 
in Soptombor , ooct t.inod In Prl""' lUnlator•a dlapa toh No . U 9 or 7 
October , !a omeidered aatiat&ctory. 

( Soo Attaehaont ~I} 

- 2 -
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S. J . 'ONG" 
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• • 
Ur. Oavle '• au~ceet1ons had not yot boon rooei ved . 

At 07/1730 ~~. Colonel ~ammond oont a memorandum toUr. Slmor OaTio , 

otat int th• t the Pres ident hod appr oved the joint an nou ncement as pr oposed 

by tho Pri~o Winio t or , and dir eotin& that i t bo re l eased. The oeaor andum 

in f ull oto.t ed : 

"7 October 194S. 

" IIEI!ORAI!D\Ill FOR IIR , ELI!!:R DAVIS 

"Word hao juat been r eceived f rom tho Pre sident that 
ho tully agr ees wi th tho Primo !.lini a tor 1 a moaeago !lo. 439 , dated 
Oc t ob e r 7, concerning U- Boa t w~rfare , including tho new hendin~ . 

"A c opy of this message was soot to you earl ier today. 

"Tho Pr es id en t dtre ots that you arrange for the release 
of th!a j oint atotoment , and coordinate such re l •as• with London . 

/•/ Chea t er Hammond , 
CHESTER HAMMOIID, 

Lt . Colonel , General Sta.ff , 
Assi s t ant t o tho ~ilitary Aide . • 

On the mornin& of 8 Oct 43, a t 0945 EWT , Ur . El mer Davi a contacted 

Admiral Bra~ by phone f r om New York, and eu~~oe ted several ohan~e• in tho 

statemen t proposed by the Primo lll ni a te r . Theae aug~ested ohangoa wer e 

sen t to tho Prceidont as \TlUTB 14, 06/lOl? !!!I'IT : 

"Fr omt Admi ral Brown . 
"To : The Presi den t . 

"No t WH1TB 14, 8 October 1943. 

"Offioo of War Info rma tion otforo th e following comment s on 
!)rOpoeod statement . {!lap Room lloto . Thi a 1a w1 t h r otor cnco to 
WRIT~~ 4 and 5 and BLAC K 1 r e Joint Sta t ement on Submarino Wartaro. 
T~i o was te l ephoned by El me r Davis f rom Now York and forwarded to 
you a t h1a r equest . 0" 1 bo boon infor med tha t you hl\ve alr eady 
agr ood to tho text su&r,ested by tho Price Minister ) , 

"Para 1 , Sentence 4. I t should be made clear whothor tbi t 
11 the t otal of escort veaee ls auok. Sente nce c , the pr eci se number 
ot mer chant ah1pa aunl< shou l d be ~ivon . Sentence 6 : tho number of' 
bol\to ahould bo ~1vcn as nearly ao possible . 

- s -
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"Para 2 . There , .. ~, no r,••on to luap Au~at and Septeaber 
to~other . Why not aerol7 ,_,. that S.ptaber bad the lowoot tonnaltO 
aunk ia the war . ~ 

Jn the oor ly .J'tornoon, Aclairal Pr awn au,;•• a ted that ll&jor J roor , 0011-

auniootions officer ot Rydo Park , be oontoctod to aee it any reply wore 

fo r thcoain~ in answer t o ~lTB l t. Major Greer sold that tho Prooidont , 

upon r eadi ng ~JTE 14, r ema rked that thoro would be "no ao awer• . Adalrol 

Br own th an phoned Ur . Hoyt, Xr. DaTto' oosistont , informing hia that tho 

Pri11o llioio tor'o or iginlll ototomont would be publ1 slled wi thout correcti on , 

and that ha , llr . !loyt, obould infora l.!r . DaTto in !lew York. 

A change waa , however , eu~~••t.d by the Pr~.e Ulniater in hie aeeeare 

lo . 4t1 to tho Pr• oidont , r•eeiYod ln tho Uap 0o~ at 1220 ~ on 9 ~ct , 

which an .. ered ~he Pree1dent' • eeea a ~e No . S18 . The aeeaavo tollo• at 

Tho Primo Uiniotor . 
Tho President or the United Sta tes . 

"No: 

"You r number 378 . 

"1 . The ane:wer to your qutut 1 on ia ' tl01 • 

"2. Our eotimoto io that a t l oaot three U- Boata wero ounk 
and atx aerioualy da=&&ed . Three e aoort •••••1• and ai x .. rohant 
Y• saela were aunt . 

•s. The s teteaent 1a intea<led to compare tho nuabor of U- lloato 
ounl< or dasaged with the nuaber of aerohont ohipo ounk. 

"4 . To oeet your point , howeYer , we are &1 tor1nc; the \a at two 
ooatoncoa of Pa r•&raph 1 (inter) or •Y number 4S9 to road 'A roall 
nUI:Ib.er of m.erchaot ahipe were eu,k but •• a roault of Yitoroua counter 
att aoka by tho sur taoe and atr eaoorta • lar,er number ot U-Boata 
woro •unk or dama~od. ' We ere 1aeutnr th fa s tate~nt here at the 
a~roed time of 2SSO OVT 9th Octobor . • 

Colonel lfa..,ond showed thh muoa •o to l'r . ~arry Hopkins , who stated 

that the President , .!tor ropo&tod poroonal oollo t raM Vr. Davia , had 

directed llr . !lopldno to handle tho ontiro .. ttor of tho ~oint rol~aoo, 

and that , therefore , it ohoaH not bo ooat to tho Proaident . 

- 4 -
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Approval or the Prtooe ~nhtor' 1 rooo-ooded ohanvo , together wt th 

a diro"ti"" to i'"ue this otatomont u 01:1ondod to tho preoo at 2830 GilT , 

9 October, was tncorporated in tho followtn~ momorandltlll from ••r . Hopkino 

to liT . O..vi • • 

"October 9 t h , 1943 

"lm!ORAIIDI1N FOR 

MR . EU!F.R DAVIS 

"Dear 8 l.mor : 

" Tho President asked mo to resolTo tho ma tter of tho Joint 
Su~arine Canmunique. 

"It aoms to me that tho proposals you ..,do to Admiral 
Brown o~er the telephone raise v~ry serious matte rs of policy 
wt th wh ich you and Admira! Ki ns lll&y bo i n very aho.rp dis ­
agr eement. 

"As you know. the Pres ident is ~way and 1 am sure that 
the proposoh you m&ko would moan a long dolo.y in tho ioou­
aoce ot thia communique and , indeed, the •~e is~ue will 
come up with every future communique . tlenoo , I think the 
pointe you rai ao shoul d bo aottlod on tho merits or tho caoo 
and whatever dooi aion 1a made ahoul d govern the pol ioy on 
all futuro communiques . I ohou ld think this Gould be re­
•ol~ed e~o time 1n the next woek or eo and before tho next 
i esu anco or the October communique. 

"I would not e~reea e.ny opinion about yo\Jr propoRa.ls 
other than that they ae~ to h~ve ~enoral implicatio ns cover­
in& oll future ecmnun.iquoa o.nd , hence , should bo de cided w:1 th 
that in ctind . 

"The Preaidont hoo acoeptsd the followi ng chanre jn the 
communique - which woa recommended by t he Prime Minister: 

' A •~11 number or mer chant ships were sunk but 
ee • reeul t or vi goro\la counter attacks by the 
eurtaoe and eir eaoorta a lar t;!tr nUI'!lber ot U- boa t e 
were aunk or damaged.• 

"' think there 1a nothillll, thoroforo, that con bo dono 
except t o iaaue thio at the &&rood time of 23~0 G~ 9 October. 

"Si noerely you ra , 

(Soe attachment 12) 
"Harry L. flopkine" 

- 5 -
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• • 
Th• atat-.ot waa 1 eauod by the OtNoe of War lnfonaatton tor 

r•l•••• to the publi o at 11&0 p.a., SWT, Saturday, 9 October li43, 

(Soo Attoolwont #S.) Attoolwoot f4 11 o olippinr, f r om tho 111!11 VOl!~ 

TJvps of suod•y, 10 October 19ts . 

- s -
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• • 
COKISCH P1U! U Nl TE 0 STATES FLEET 

SECRET 
QH . .!! .H . 

tlL\.oQUA.ITU:I C. n11 C0w:WA..'(DU IS CIIIU 

WA\'Y DEPA.aTMUIT. WA$Hl..._GT'OS. D. C:. 

7 October , 1943. 

13:0!WIW..: 1'0!! TilE P~IDlltl': 

The propoaed joint state::ent rege.rdina 0-bod 
wortare in September, oonta1ne4 in PrtDo ~star's dispatch 
1:0. ~9 ot 7 October, ia oouidered aatiatactory . 

.A!TACI!IIllft fl 
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The President asked •e to reeolve the matter of the 
Joint Sub~~.rine COllll:IWllque. 

It ae ... s to =• that the ,ropoae.lo you cacle to Mair~l 
Br<Yo'ln onr the telephone raise very eeriou.s cattero or policy 
rlth which you and Admirel iUae ~ be in very sharp dia­
•cr••ont. 

Aa you ;.now, the Pruident. 11 a or..y U1d I a. eure that 
the propol&la you mlte •oulcl .,......, a lono: dol.ay in t.r.e iuu­
~mce of tbia c.,....uque ud, indeNI, the a=e issue will 
coce up "ilh nery fUture C""'-\lllique . hence, I thin" the 
poinh you raise should be settled on the 11er its of the cue 
and whatever cleeiai on 1a ~~&de should govern the policy on 
ill future com.. uniques . I should thinJt this could bo re­
solved 110111e ti=e in the next. woelr. or oo ond before the next 
iaauance of the October coaunique. 

I •ould not express atJ.i1 opinion about. yo..r propo-.J..I 
other t.lw1 thAt tney seea to ba ... cen.,..al l..opll.,tiona conr­
inc all fUture coiiUilliqun Lnd, hence, ahould be necidr. ith 
th..t 1n .uo. 

The President baa accepted the following CI>.Jl&l in tl.e 
COJ:I:l\11\ique - whicl. cna r ecOL.en<led by tl:e Prir:le Minilter• 

"A olil&ll nu::tber of ~ereb!>Jlt ohipe ..-ere sunk but 
ao " reeult of vigorous counter e ttack.e by the 
aurface ann air escorts a lur0er nucber of U-bouta 
••r• eun,c or a.aa..a&&ea . " 

I tM.nl< there is nothini, tr.orefore , th.ct c..JI be car.e 
ucept to i11ue this " t. ~.be t.p"e o4 U... of 23.30 r.:tr 9 Octobo:.r. 

S1nee:re4 your:J, 

l~rry L. Hop<inl 
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• • 
THI!: WHIT!!: HOUSI!: 

WASHINGTON 

SECRET 
Oc•ot•r 9 , 194J. 

llr . Elafr Dav!c . 

A aesso.te baa J\1-t be., received hal tV• P:-uo 
ll!niatu w!dcb utut t.he tnt of t.l:c ~t.l t n U-boat n<f<re 
1!1 !'-ept.cbtr. 7he laat. t.~ tent.e.ntt& OJ~ -n,ra. or.e ~Te be-en 
coati.J:.ec! !:u.o or.f rcnu .• ce n..-..d1na.; •• fol ... o ~. : 

• 1. 1mll nuabu t "orcbMt thir< ".re ~k 
but a:..a a re:;ult. o1 v1&orour. caun.Ur att.ac.ks 
by tho 1\Urf'acc e.nd a..ir cc:cort& a le.rb&r nua.b<r 
of 0-bobt< ure oW1k o•· c1"""'«. • 

Ti.~ Prilte :.liniut.<r 1" 1ee\11nc t.t.ie otLWltnt ot thu 
a.,.. • ., time of <.no c.:.rr \1 Octob~r • 

.J 
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OFfiCE OF n .. l\ lliZORl·!A'!'ICN 

ADVAliCE l\tLEASl:: l'o bo held In Sl'RICT<;ST CON.i'IIU.I!CZ and J;O'l' TO BE tlbED 

by pn:;;ss or RADIO Btrol\t 7 :30 P· " · · EliT , S·•wrJ•;·, 

1c• ...,h•u· 9 , 1£1~ 

1he folln•lng Join~ AA&lo-Amtrlcon rt•toment on ou~~•r ln• 

&nd ant1- euCr~rlne operrtl na in Septeaber !G teeuc4 ~jtr thd puthcrlty ~r 

l . U'\t..ll t"lt! third Wd~k 1:\ Gt~pt..,z;ber no alli..:d etlp w~te 

ended tt.e f our :~c.utha ' lull 1n t.he .tor~t AtlM.ti~ . end a pa~.< o! at l<'fllt 

2 . In anlt.c of t.ho \ncr1..:~no tn IJ-l'!)~tt Act.lvitt nt- c.he end 

U-bort. wnr . 1u\d ttu uttr.C\It. l7trt1on 11r..d. v1g1.l• ncd ~111 be Td~uired 'btt'ore lt.e 

......... .---

( ~ ,i} ~- lA~ ~~~""' rJV{)-

-\-.:'-- ~ .-='1 

Regraded Unlcassified



• • 
THE NHW YORK TL'\LES. SC:-:0 \Y, OCfOBER 10, 19-13 • 

• 

AWED WSS LIGHT 
AS U-OOA'rn RETURN 

lloaM!t and Churchill Say 
Germans LOit Many Craft 

in First Engagement 

...-. .. Y• tr-._. 'hac Tala. 

WA8~01'0N'. Oct t-Pred• 
cknL Roolc\'tlt a.nd Prttne MJ.:.ailter 
Churc:.biiJ aald In a jolnl •Ut.tt:mtnl 
on nbmnl.ne warrAJ'It tuued today 
that U-boAtJI bt!p.n to att.Jck t.pJn 
a.ft6 U.. mldd.le of Septtmber. but 
that ~ •ven.r• merchant. ablp 
5o.. n-oaa all CI-UIM 1ft the two 
~Demthl ot A~ aad S.pt_.·mb-1 
wen: atJ.U the .... rwcord ut ~ ..... _ 

lt ..... ~ u..t tiW 
... -....- •llluJIJ'- by 
the orne. ot War lJiformaUOD r~ 
,..._.. 101110 aow nJpt. On ~ 
f'l'!.ent.aUou bfi"' ma.o.. th.al LOn· 
don ... ~ -~ "· \ontlbt.. boW 
ever, OWJ •dvaneed the r"C'Jeue 
det4. Othtrwt. Mr. ChurchlU ap. 
p&.l"f:nUy would once lh01'e ba"·e 
ICOOI)ed M.r Clmt-r Davia. 

The ttat•mtnt, laiUed \lnCkr the 
authont)' 01 U.. ~t and 
Prtme Kltlut•r. wu .. tOUoww: 

UaUI U.. U..rd - ,_ -
~ .. AlbM ahtp WM 1oM. 
by a..-. u.-. ollo<IL n-. -....... ., .._,..., .... 
U-boate f'ftOt4 U.. fOUr"-IDI'IIa\W' 
htll ln l.be NOf"th Adul u4 a 
p&clc: ol It ,...t Nteen \· ·bw.t. 

~tr"t-led c-1 • -..t.bou.nd 
ooa¥01. '1't'f! comtMa.t Jut.-1 tour 
anct a ball day&. Tbe lOIIII of 
thrN NCOrt ''NR1t hu aJM!ady 
bfr#" announce:d. A amaH number 
of m~rcha.n t thJ Pll we,. •unk. but 
at a t't.ault of V1&Qrou. count•r· 
auacka by IJw •urtaee and atr 
.... urta a Jataer numbeT of 
tl-tx.u wue Nnk or damaC'fd. 

lrt 1ptte or l.b«- tnc..-.. tn 
lM1oat arUY1\7 at U... ..S ot the 
moot.b., the •ftt'a&• Mt-rehallt 
lh!p ..._. from: all ea._ ta 
"-pt...U. aDd Au,cutt .. \Nr 
are tbt belt J"''ICGG'd at t.be wv. 
Ntve-rtb~ Lbb t"eell.UDplWJft 

ot pack tai:UCII t. evl4enet or Lhe 
,.ntm1'• tntmtlon to fPU'* no ~t· 
tot&M to tu.m the Ude ot ttl* 
U-bolt war. aJ)d tbt utm01t ex· 
er-Uon &nd vJK~.la.nce wtu bt rt· 
qult't!d ~rore Tta menace 1.11 tlnal• 
IY l'f"MI)Vfll 
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A D V A II C E R I L ! A S E ---- A D V A N C E R F L E A S I 

01nCE OF \1,\R IJQICII!K\TIO!l 

M.ance Releeee: To Be Held in S'DIIC'l%ST CO!IFIIENCE and NOT 'ro BE ll5£I) 

B:r PRES.'! or RADIO l!El'ClRE 7::50 p.m., EIIT1 J1llll-\Y, Sept. 10, 191-~ 

The tollowins atate:oent ia 1aeuod by the Offi<>e ot war Illfor..,t1on and the 

British Min1etry of Information after e>oneultation vtth the British Admiralty, 

United ,Statsa llavy Department, and Carmdinn Department or National Defenae for 

liaYAl SorYioaa : 

l. Ausuat hAn been another euoceaatul 1110nth 1n U-boat wrtare. 

Ovtns parhapa to roarcaaent and other ca\liJea, there appear to 

hAYe been t~ U-boata at aea than 1n recent mnths, end ship­

pins loaees beYe continued to decro~oe. 

2 . It ie stsnitioant that the OM!llY mnde v!rtuall;' no ettaarpt 

to etta<>k liorth Atlantic abippins, ADd opportunities tor at­

teottns thoU-boats hAve bean rel4tiYc}J' tev 1 Nenrtholeaa, 

U-boata have been hunted rolcntlcaoly on all atot1ono vherover 

the7 haYO appeared and a heavy toll has been taken of the 

tme"'Y. In toot !!Ore U-bonta 1>\\vo been aunk then ltOrcbant ahip$ , 

:5. Surto.ce and Air forcoo )mYo both contributed to thlo a~>t1o­

t~>Ctor:r :oonth '• vork b7 the etticienc:r ot their eacor ta, patrola 

and ottoneiva oparat1ono . Sbare-bl>eed Aircraft have often hod 

to t~>ee powrtul ene!IIY A1r opposition, ""~ carrier-borne <>1rcr4ft 

heYo plAyed a 1110et icportAnt part. 

~. lie !Lt'O reed7 to att!>Ck the ene:ey v1th ut!loat Usor ebollld 

he p!'OY14o the opportun1t7 b:r reownins a seneral ~:~ttl>olc on our 

eh1pp~ v1th tho YOl'7 wse nu:ber or U-boate at his dinpoel>l. 
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T H E W HITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Sttptambor 9 , 19~) . 

11 • ~5 ..... 

In a 1Alepb0<1a cooYer anlo.., bet• ec f.c&r loll 1r >1 

.. u~on Brown, u.: .!l., nc Ca.;ta.tn. R. 1i . IM:rr;y, u .. 1., 
ue,...t:r Director or Publie r ... latioruo , ~ vy v..po.rt=ent, 
Cr . t.Ain S.M7 agreed to &rrllllt e "Hh llr . U..er Davio , 
Director or Office of War Inforlll4tion, for the releane 
of tr.e joint ..nU-nubm~r1ne at.u.tem<nt a.ncUy cs propoaecl 
ori,;Lnl.l.JP by the Pri~• 111n1 t6r, <ubject to t..''le follow­
inc eo~~i'.1o:>co 

Copy to : 

(a) T .. e stAtr.l.,t to ~ is•u"'<< u fro=o 
the two govorn.enta rather t.han froa 
the PresidoM "'1<1 the Prl.J:Io llinL ter . 

(b) The exact t.ext to be cablec1 to London . 

(e) Tt.e ti::lo or rdeue to be Arran£ed lr: .ltr . 
Onis arul Lo:'Alon . 

~~~ 
P.• r • .4dD.ire.l , II • • ~J vy, 

·:av•- Ai<ie to th~ ~Ji .ent . , 

.lir . ll&rti:> (Secret.uy to the Pr.lloe lliniat.er) 
C. pt.ain t . I . P<·TI')', VSS . 
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TH r; WHITr: HOUSr: 

WASH INGTON 

ADMIRAL WILSON BROWN. 

In confirmation of our telephone 

conversation, the Pri~te !.!inister has been 

informed by Mr. Mackenzie King that he has 

no objection to the terms of the proposed 

statement on 0-Boat Warfare in August. 

I should be grateful if you will 

let me know whether the draft is approved 

on your side, so that simultaneous publication 

on September 10 can be arranged . 

• 
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STATE!.!ENT ISSRfiBY fH ;If.IDEUT AIID THE 
~UJ: 

1. August bas been another successful month in 
U-Boat warfare. Owing perhaps to re-armament and 
other causes, there appear to have been fewer U-Boats 
at sea than in recent months, and shipping losses 
have cont inued to decrease. 

2. It is significant that the enemy made 
virtually no attempt t o attack North Atlantic 
shipping, and opportunities for attacking the 
U-Boats have been relatively few. 1levertheless, 
U-Boats have been hunted relentlessly on all 
stations wherever they have appeared and a heavy 
toll has been taken of the enelliY. In fact more 
U-Boats have been sunk than merchant ships. 

3. Surface and Air forces have both contributed 
to this satisfactory month ' s work by the efficiency 
of their escorts, patrols and offensive operations. 
Shore-based aircraft have often had to face powerful 
enemy Air opposition, and carrier-borne aircraft 
have played a most import ant part. 

4. We are ready to attack the enemy with utmost 
vigour should he provide the opportunity by resu;~ing 
a general attack on our shipping with the very large 
number of U-Boats at his disposal. 
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THI: WHITI: HOUSI: 

WASHINGTON 

Mr, BlMr DaYle • 01 r" tor • 
Ottloo or liar Iato,...tlon, 

Cap\ein Lelu4 p, Lo ... tw, l!IIJ. , 

D1 .... tor or .... bllo Relat!ono, 

la"'Y Depart.nt. 

'l'ho Pr1 .. 111nhter preollltod the 

ono1ooo4 prellainar7 4J'att ot a jo1Dt ow-•nt 

tor A~aot, ~1oh he hoo oont to tho Conadloao 

tor their •-t. I u4orotan4 \hot tho 

81'1\toh propooal wi ll be Mdl to .... 117 after 

t.M7 haft reoel•ed the Cuad1u'• eoaunt . 

'l'ho Pl'llldent ondo you tb11 11 ah&Doo 

tar ..... u .... 

111loon 81'""" , 
Roer Adolr&l , 11.8.11. , 

Ja.al Aide to the PJ"Ooldent, 
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THE: WH ITE: HOUSe: 

WASHINGTON 

THE PRESIDENT TO SEE. 

'!be draft. of t.he proposed joint 

st.at.ec:ent. has been telegraphed to 

Mr. Mackenzie King for his observations . 

Regraded Unlcassified



/ lo!OST s~J. 
• Copy No. _ _ 

nii!EDIA 'n:. September 4, 1943. 

PERSO!IAL FOR PRI'!E IJINISTI'R FRQU FIRfT LORD. eo-.1 t=.,1--).. £..-(. 

Your WELFARE 584. (0-Boat Statement). 

1. On the basis of t he number of 0-Boats sunk in relation 

to our shipping losses , August has been the best month of the 

wan Our shipping losses from U-Boat attack were l3. ships 

of 86,000 tons and we have sunk 20 German and Italian, and 

two Japanese U-Boats. 

2. Owing to the number of supply boats sunk, the enemy 

have had to withdrew a large number of U-Boats which would 

normally have operat ed for considerably longer. 

3· For this reason, and for others, including the re-

armament of U-Boats, the enemy have not developed their full 

power to attack shipping r outes. 

4. We esti.n:ate enemy has about 140 0-Boats based on Biscay 

ports and a further 200 in COlJIJlission in the Baltic, including 

school boats, a l arge number of which should be ready to sail 

for the Atlantic now. There are signs that the flow of 

0-Boats from the Baltic to the Atlantic is already starti.Jli. 

5. Although the results for August are very good, it is 

recommended that your stat ement with the President should not 

(repeat NOT) give too much emphasis to this because the public 

do not ap~reciate the possibilities of the U-Boat force at 

the enemy s disposal. A very favourable statement this month, 

taken into account with your statement last month, would be 

inclined to encourage a feeling that tlle U-Boat war is over. 

It is proposed that your statement witll the President should 

take tlle following line. 

6. Heading of proposed statement. As a result of the 

Prime lainister's recent agreeCJent JOith ...r. Wackenzie iCing that 

the Canadians were to be consulted before the issue of each 

monthly state~ent, the precise procedure to be followed is not 

clear to Admiralty as it is not known whether !Ar. L!ackenzie 

King himself wishes to be shown t he comcunique before it is 

isr-ued or whether he y;ould be content ~erely that it should 

be passed by the Canadian Navy Board. Admiralty 
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have therefore not taken any st eps to bring the draft to 
the not ice of either the Canadian Navy or the Canadian 
Prime Minister. 

BEGINS : 
Issued by the President and Prime Minister 
after consultation with the British 
Admiralty, United States Navy Department, 
and Canadian Department of Ifational 
Defence f or Naval Services. 

1. August has been another successful month in U-Boat 
warfare. Owing perhaps t o re-armament and other causes, 
there appear to have been fewer 0-Boats at sea than in 
recent months, and shipping losses have continued t o decrease. 

2. It is significant that the enemy made virtually no 
attempt to attack Nor th Atl antic shipping, and opportunities 
for attacking the U-Boats have been relatively few . 
Never theless, U-Boats have been hunted relent lessly on all 
stations wherever they have appeared and a heavy toll has 
been taken of the enemy. In fact more 0-Boats have been 
sunk than merchant ships . 

3. Surface and Air forces have both contributed to 
t his satisfactory mont h ' s wor k by the efficiency of their 
escorts , patrols and offensive operations. Shore-based 
aircraft have of ten had t o face powerful enemy Air opposition, 
and carrier-borne aircraft have played a most import ant part. 

4. \'le are ready to att ack the enemy with utmost vigour 
should he provide the opportunity by resuming a general 
attack on our shipping with the very large number of 0-Boats 
at his disposal. 

ENDS. 

T.o.o. 0 41521A. 
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TAB 1. Pri~o to Prooidoot *392, 31 July 1943. 

Pri•o aur,'.osta ~tatoaent ro tub ainklnr.a be doeided on Au~at 
12 after joint Cl"nf•ronoe . 

TAB 2. Proo1doot to Primo 1336 , l Auruot 1943. 

Pr•atdont a~roea to Prl~•'• propoa•l . (h•YJ Departaent , Oft1 , 
and Soerot~ry Early not1Nod . ) 

!All 3. Primo to Proa1~ont •407 , 11 Au•uot 1943. 

Prlae adYiaea be ia aon41nr draft of joint atatomont . 

TA0 4. Prime to Proo ldont /,408 , 11 AUI'Uot 1!143. 

Orart. ot propoaod statocaent or aub alnlrlnr.a and merchant 
narino 1 oaaoe . 

TAB 5 . Pr ooidont to Soorotar y Eorly , 13 Au~ot 1943. 

Oiroota Soorotuy F.arly to roltalt ,1o1nt atatemont tor Sunday 
MOrnin, oaoera , 16 A'1"'Uit 1945. 
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llOLD POR RZL!".Itll: HOLD F~ II!:IZ.ISI 

A\loilllt l~, 191&} 

'l'l!la J•lr.t ata~nt b1 the Preot<lent of the Unltecl 
States and t.1e Pr'·• YJ.n1et4:- o~ CN&t Br1 t.a~n KET U SELD B 
Till S'l'RICTEST 0'1 CO!::riiEICl'! until ""leueJ.. 

Relooao in tho Unl ted Stotoa to for AIJ. R!X:U!AR EDlTIO!l'l 
OF l'm'IISPAPZFG Ol' SU:m\Y IX>RNINC, AUCUST FDT!a'l't•':l, ~94} . 

Ut!O by rftdJ.o novec~otore or other• ti.CT rm talco plaao 
botaro !lllfE (9:00) o•cux:x, P . ~!. , E.II .T , , AUCUST 1'•, 194,. 

S'IIW'l!ZII EAALY 
secret.a17 1<> tho Preaider.t 

Tho Prealli.alnt ot tho Un1 t.ed St4t.f'a l'n.l the Pr-i.l:aD Min!etet­
ot Great Bri~1n, att.or con.eultation vitl'l •bo Br'tieh Aclmi:ra.lty, 
tho UT'.1tod ~tatOO Navy llojlf\l'tl<ent end tl:o C.Motir.n lloport:oont of 
Nat1one.l Doronco ror Naval 5orv1ceo ' h!\VO . . .. ')d, "t .. U t'ollovt..ns 
oontbl.y etato:nont on tho proeroes or tho rmt1·U·lkl!\t \mr : 

""~1n8 tho month of J uly "'ory p~r rooulte vero obtcli.nGd 
by tl>o U-Boata tr011 their Vidoop""!ld crr~r• 84)n1nut the oblppir.a 
~ tho Al.Uoe. ';he •tcnd.S t'lov ot 'b•oJUI•At.l.antlc atqJpUee ot1 

t.to sreo.toat 11Cal8 te.o cont.1r.uo4. ~1• t.K, er.d ouch &1.n.ld.r.go 
aa ba'fo taken place in d!s~t arou bavo ho4 but on 1r-a1€)11f1· 
c.snt ortoct. en tbe conduct ot tho var b7 the A'..llee . In ti\Ct~ 
.iu.l.1 11 pro'bo'bl,y <Nr coat eueeceatul aonth, bee&l.I.H the ~ru 
l"-ClTO b~ lltah, ahipplng loeeoe ::.odora.t.e and U-boat ·~ 
heovr . 

·~otor~ th$ doocont ~pen S!c117 a:~ ~ or varahipe, 
troop t.ra.neporta 1 ou.ppl.y ab1pt~ Md lMdlng crntt procood.cd. 
throu,gh Atlantic o.M. Hedit&rranoan vator" vtth ecarcol.y any 
1nterter.mee from U~bO&te . tarao rotntorcm:"m-t a havo aleo been 
llL"lded. ln 1.hat leland. Ov&r 2 1500 voaaola ~ N involved. in 
thoeo oporat1one and the loaeea oro Onl7 &bt~t 8o,OOO tons. 
On tho other hand t.ho U-bocu vb1eb a.t.t "t1Ptu4 t.o inter fere v1tb 
t.heoe opara._Sor.a autt ... rod. •~ere lo••~•· 

"'Oul- o!tmaho operations e,wunat. A.%.11 eub::arl.Ma coottnue 
to Pl"OE'l"ffl•• IIOet tavourablJr in a.ll areu, e.nJ. dur:t.ns Ms,y, J1.L"l0 

and Jul.r vo tavo Dunk at. aea. a total ot o•er 90 U·bocta, vhteh 
ropro1cnt.a a.n average loes or nearlY one U-boot. a C1!J,J over the 
period.. 

1'The docltno in tho of'i"ecuvenoaa ot tho V· boats 1ft illua· 
tratod by tho folloVins f!guroo : 

"In tho t1•·•~ aix cor.tho of 1911}, t.J',a nc::.bor of oblpo ounk 
por U·'t.oet operotll'lt! """ only half that in tho lut o1x canthe 
of 19'12 ar.4 onlJo a quarter tha~ In tho rlrot hlf ot 191>2 . 

~0 t.c~ ot eb1pp1ng 1n the HrY1CO or t.~e tm! t.ed 
:iat1~ conttn·.ao• t.o ltO"J a cona14.onblo r»t lncroe.ao. Dlr!n.a; 

19'1} r.ov illllpa coa;;>le- by tl:o AlUOa oxc...S. all alnJru:es f,_ 
6..ll cl\uee• b7 upv&rde of tbree CL1111on ton~ . 

"tr. aplte or this very ravouro.blo JIJ'08X'ell in the battlo 
"BB'lna~ tl:o U·b<>at , it lli\Uit bo ,.._.,c:bcred that tho ODe:l\Y etlll 
l!aa brao U-t¢4t t•:;~eurtco~ coaplotod. Md W'ldor conetl"Uct1on. 
It 11 n~coea~''l.t tlot"Otot"o, to proparo tor 1ntonl1f1cat1on ot 
'\.ho butlo both at aoe end 1n tl:o obipyorda and I<> \UIO our 
ab1pp1r.a v tU: 'J.UIIollt 11eonCJC!3' to atrcnathen f'I.Ad epood tho r-nural 
oN'oMSv:» or ~. Un1\.o4 r.auona . llut v" can expect. co:..t.1::.uo4 
auccoa1 onl.7 U' '-"G 4o r.at. Nlax ou;r etf('Jl•\..1 ln arq V1J:I . 

"CBURC!IU •" 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

AU,-ue~ ll, 194J. 

Adairal td• arda called at 16<.5 to 1&3 tba~ 

Ac!=iral Kin¥ bad not bad "" oppor~uni ty to 

read London' a t408 but ti>At he, Ad.oairo.l 

!.dnrd1 , !Oimd no fault wl ~ H rro:. the 

at&Ddpoint of secur ity . He otated that he 

thou;;ht tho whole announc&ant u writt&D 

~ina too optJ.aiatic a picture, •• in rae~ 

tbe loaaes during July were much hoavior ~ 

thoao durin& Juno. Be tbinlul t.hat it ia 

not wor lc ulting a aorlouo point about, but 

would pr efer to aoo the first sentence r ead: 

"The reaulta of the 0-boat attaclte .,­

durin& July must have t..en • ~ "11'tt l 

disappoint.Mnt to ~~ GoiWa~~e . • J 
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TH IE WHIT IE HOUSE: 

WASHINGTON 

Aueua~ 11, 1943. 

2t45 p .a . 

llr . U.or Dorta called to ••1 that 

Rooae•olt and t.h&~ u for as t.hc O. li . I . 

is concerned H has ~heir ble8eing . 

R~.apectfull,y , 
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URG~r 

J'rc.: LoD4oa, :·J~aland 
To: Tbe Preaident ot tbe United ~tatea 

Bo • .08 Filed : ll/07ogz 

Fo~r KaYa~ Peraon to Presid ent pars nal s ad 
-t aaorat Kr • .08. Followinc 1a draft rete- red to 
1D _, t.ae41ately preoed1D8 talegraa. Besina: 

Dlu'ill& lllly(tbe U boeta have obtained vary poo~ 
reaulta tor their ~daapread arrort againat Alli<ll 
ab1pp1QS. Tbe ataady flow or tranaatlantio a~pp!ila 
on the sreateat aoale baa oontin~ed unaolestall , and 
auob a1Dk1nga aa bava tak~n plsoa in di s •snt areas have 
bad but an ina1gn1tiosnt effect on t be oond~ot or the 
wsr by tba Alli ea, In raot , J~ly is pr obably our mo•t 
aucceaatlll month booauae the laporte have been high, 
abip iDS loss~• mooerate and U boat oinkinga b~avy. 

BPtora the descent upon Sicily an eraeda or war­
abipa, troop t ranaporta, supply eblpa and lending cro ft 
proceeded tbr~ugh Atlantic oDd Ueditorrnn~n wetera 
with aoaroely BAT 1ntarraranoe rro. u b~ta . Lbrae re-
1ntoro•eata baYe also been landed in thai. ialc~ • 
OYer 2, 000 veaacla were involved in these oper a tions and 
the loaaaa are only about 80 ,000 tons . On the other 
band, the U boata which ettempt r. d to intert'ore with 
thaaa operation• . •~trerell oevere loeeBs. 

OUr ottenaive operatiuna against ,Ji s aubmarin t 

o:JDtiDile t o pr08reaa -•t !'uVOIU'Ilbly in ell areas. , .nd, 

durias May, lue end lilly we ban aWlk ot s ee a total 
or over to U boeta , which represents ~n a verage lose or 
aearly 1 U boat a day over tbe period . 

Tbe decline in the ettectlven• u or tb~ U boats 
ia 1lluatrat~d by tbe rol l~!ns t'tgur a . In the tiret 
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8 WllltU ot let3 tbe nllllber' or 8h ips sunk per U bout 
operat.iaa waa oDl:r halt t.bat in tbe lt.bt 11 montba or 
11142 u d oDl:r a quarter that in the n rat halt or lG4" . 

Tbe t.oDDASe or shipping in the s ervice or the 
United .. tiona oont1Dues to abow a cons id erable net 
inc ~eaae , DuriDS lV43 n~w Phipa completed b:r tbe Allir a 
@ZO@Pd all aiDkinsa rrom all oausto upwards or 3 , 000 ,000 
t.ou . 

I n apita or ttia very re•ourable pr ogr ess in the 
battle against t he U boata, it muat be reaaabered th t 
the ea.a:r eti ll baa l a rge U boat reserves, completed 
and UDder oonatruotion. It is ncocosar:r thererora t o 
prepare t or intenoitioation or the battle both ot 886 
and in the ahipyards and t o uae our sh i pping wi th utmoo t 
eoona.:r to strengthen end speed the general orr ensi Ye 
or the Unit ed Notions . Continued success can only be 
erpeoted it there i s no relaxation or e1tort. 

llo Si g 
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London 
The Prosident 

NUI'Ibor 407 , ll A~ltuot 1943 . 

Form~r Ji•,.) Per10n to Prea1t1on+. Voat aeerf9t a:nd t"'eraonal 
!i\llllber 407 . 

l "-•• ~-uat arriYt-d •ft"r a •ott •"'ft an~ arr&eal:le journey 
on wtdcl' 1t l u been roaa!bl e t:o tror1r conHnuoualy. 'T'rut ~A.rden 

F'anlly are looldnt forWar d henly te Ulo!r •hit to l'yde Farll: 
wtterfll' •• ororoee to arT 1 w tt • a.ttemoon or tl-e 12th. Jre we 
rJrht in tt-\nldnr we- ahould all br!n'" 0' r thinneat clothes? 

I oond you here'Oi th ( aee ey nut t~hrram) tl:e dratt or th.o 
=ont:hly anno\Ulcer:ISI1t abou.t t - boat a wt11eh I have pr•pared in oon ­
eort witt: tho Admiralty . lot co dllocoo it when wo moot and a 
day or two ' & delay beyond the lOth In to rtl')&le ia not impot'­
tant . 

llanuoot u••t1n ... to all . 

SECRET 
Regraded Unlcassified



1'1-0111 : !to Prelld..,t 

To '!'be Pr1ee ''1n1ator 

r.o . 336 , 1 111rvat 1P43. 

Your 392 . I •~<.reo . 

Rooao-velt 

Navy Depar~t , Office of ~ar Infornet1on , •nd Secre~ary 

Varly inro!"l"'ed of above &r,reet:~ent • 

SECRET 

2 
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To Tho I'Toeid•nt of the Unl tod Stat oo 

l!o . ~92 , ~1 July 19U, 

ForMr ·~~T&l Person to ,Preaideot . 

The July ean.ri•• to date nuaber S6 <~tkllll'; a total or 85 
in tho 91 d&J11 a loco l'.ay 1. Good huntlo&• lno toad of .,.ki"' 
e.ny announceaent .._, at"reed. on Aururt 10 ltt ua settle to~ett:eT 
on the 12th what food our c.a ta l.t'~t to ha"• • 

sECRET 
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HJW TORI TilES , Saturday , July 10, lt4S. 

TO ISSlTI IIONTHLT RtPORr 

LOWDOW, July 10 (AP) -- Groot 8r1to1n ond tho Un!tod Stotao today 

outlined 1. new prOC)edure whereby o.nly approved at.Atement1 on the 

n-boat wart a:re would be l1aued on the tenth or eaoh t~onth . 

A et& tement iaaued a t 10 Oownln~ Strest aai d President Pooaevelt 

and PriM Winlater Cburcblll we re "eone-erned" at tho nuabor or ata t e-

•eata be lnr aade by publ1c penon• and the preae on the a.nti·tubaerlno 

erralra . " 

The t ext ot the at•tement relatln' to the concer n or the Allied 

leadore aa1dJ 

Tho Proo! dent or tho Un1tod Statu on d th e Prime llinhtor 
of Great Brl taic ht.n been ooneerned e.t the nWD'ber of st.te­
aonta which are belnr. made rro~~t time to ti.z:e by publ io pore on• 
and the press on both ddea ot tho Atlantic a bout antl-U-boat 
war and •ethodt and de vlcea e=ployed in it . 

!he • n«:lf, by p1ooln~ tor.tther portion• of thoae atate­
aenta, uy ~l•n .ore J a.tor .. tion than 1• deai rable about 
theae at raJ ra. It hal there tore been decided that a :aonthly 
atate:aen t a:»pra.ed by th" Pr•ddeat and the Pr1-e )floiater 
ahall be iaaued on the tenth ot each aottth, and t hat a;.ert 
froa apecially authorl&•d annount .. en t • or atateaent1 by the 
Preaideat or Pri.e Winlater, or duly centered account• or 
partieular incidenta and aotlona , tM 1 aonthly ata~;:;ent ld 11 
be the only ono to be ""do on behalf or the Sri tlsh o.nd At>or-
1 ean Govem~:~~ent.s . 

All deparblentl M~e been 10 1nttruoted. It !a hoped 
th-t tho preaa '11'111 ro aa rar ae poaalble and oooporllto in 
~eeplnr, t he te~hnical d1aoutt1ont or the P- bot t werf ar& within 
the l i=lta ot the oft1o1al .nnounoe~~nt1 , and ~·~•rally lea•• 
tho on ... y In hi • prooent otote or doubt ll!ld onnety upon thlo 
aoat lsport•nt 11pect of our auceeasfu l warfare at aea. 
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1M! TC!!X Tll"'S , Saturda y , July 10, 1943. 

WAS"rworar , July 9 - - Intio&tiona that the United No.<iona ho.•• boon 

W'1 M 1nr; the war • "•lut the eulaariae were contiraed by a joint. atate-

~ent i~aued today by the Brlt\ah and United Statea Go•ornatota . 

Juno lotaoa of A!l i ed and Noutral 1hipa by IU~ine attack , 

aUd the r eport. wen the loweat aince thla country entered the .. r, 

Atlancio eon.oya a ro now oroceedin~ practieally ua.oleated. 

The atate~~:Wtnt wa1 as tollowa: 

1. ln June the l oaeet of Allied and Nflutra.l rnttr~ha.nt ahiot 

fr• aul:louine att&okt wer e the lowat alnee the tT .S . A. enter•cl 

the war . fhe loaeea tro111 al l tor=a of enea,- act ion were the 

aeeon~ loweet recorded ainoe the war bet~en Prttaln and Ger­

many bep;•n . 

2 . The auaher of t&r'.eta offered to the antl - aubat.rine 

Yeaeelt and &1 r<:':ra..ft ot the trnited Natlona waa not aa ,reat ln 

June aa previoutly , but thfl slnHnr.• o! Ar 1 eubmar1nee were 

substantial tLnd aatiafactory . 

a. The heny toll to.)-•n ot th• IT- boot& 1o !loy lhowed I t1 

etfeot in June in the~ tho main trana- Atlantte e~DTOJI ~re 

praottoa lly unmoleated, aod the 0- boat attaoka oa our ahlppln& 

were in widely eepar&ted ar••• · Howe .. er, e'Wttry opportunity waa 

t aXen ot attackinr U- boata l eaTtnr ~d return1ov to their baata 

on the weat coal~ or Prance . 

4. Tho morohont ahippiog tonnogo or tho Un1tod N•tion• h .. 

shown • lar &e ne t ine rea att every 1'!\0Dth thil )Hur . Ant1-aubma.r1ne 

Yeaatla and airor.tt are co~nr, into aerYict 1a conalderable 

nuaber1. 

Regraded Unlcassified



AD'f~~!:cs fJfl.~.SZ : 't'o be hl.lld J.n s .. · ! .. ":' :S"i' .l1r~;c& ar.d autt. .cr: EE usr.o b;: 

Proaa o r ht~dJ.o befo re 13 tJ omo, E'ff , F'rlday , July 9 , l :.H3 

en -211~ 

7he tollowln& statto .t:nt f ar.t1 ... eulr:ar1 .o operatio.ae f or t.~• a.or.th 

of JuM I a isoued jointly by ~ho Brithh ond United Stato• covn rn,.,nt• . 

1. In J\On•' Uo~ lc. 101 or .tlliM nnd .:outr 1 r-.t!r chnct ahlpa 

fro:; su~r1ne t~ttee~a ,·.ere th<~r lowect aince the Uo:i oA• cmter' d the ~mr . 

'rhe loa at·a fro::~ ull tom& or C\nt:.ty aetion were tho aec-or.d 1,,.,( at. r eoor f!od 

• ... 

3 . Thu hea. v:,.• toll t..tti;«1 or tht' U- ' cute ln .. f13 ohO'.,·cd itn effect 1n 

w:.e 1.1 • n.a,; :!le :1t1!u trf'l ~-.ttl..nt.!.e convo; J wer e practio~l ly ~le:te-4 , c:.nd 

very opportunity ,,c 1 toie:en o1 flttnc.cinr;. U-bODta lct.Vih.; c..n1 r• turnin1· to their 

~ o Tht' a'llf rct~o.nt shi p in o tonnt•.;o of tna lin: l.od. u tiona ht~.t~ •~o'fln 

., len;e net incr 111e ,~ver~,' CJ, .h \.his ::cur . ..\nti - tut. 'lrine v ca.:~ls nd 

,t rcre.ft nre CCX".!nc into urYJ.~O in c~.ddera.b!c nte!: r!" o 
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l'r ... 
TOI 

Tho PT011dont 
Tho Prbo 111 n!otor 

~~. 8 JUly 194 ~ 

Your No. S52 propoaed etatement of ant1 lubmar1no opora t1one 

tor June to be 1aa~d on July lOth aoett wit~ ay approTal txoopt 

the referenoo to no• woa.pooe and de•loea (paracrapl\ 4 ) . 

I &M adY1ted t~t all publio rereronoe t o now weapon• 1hould 

~ a~oidod. 

I will arr&tlt,e itt reloaae here to aornln& pe.per a on t he l&ae 

ROOSBV'ILT 

...... 
- l -
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P,.aao Tho PriM 111aiotllr 
Too Tho Proa1dent 

Koo 55%, 8 Jaly 1945 

Po1lowi~ 1o Adairalty otatemont referred to in .y iaModiately 

prooodia~ tolO£r&a (lo. 561, 8 July 184S)o 

"Tho to1low1D~ o~ato.eat ot aati ou~arine operations tor 
tho mo.nth ot June !a i oa.,ecl joiutl;r by tho 8r1tilh and Unitod 

Statoo ~oYorDDOnto. 

0 1. lD JUliO tho looaet Of All1od end neutral -rehont 
ohipo troa oubaarino ottoeko woro tho lowoot since tho USA 
entered tho war . Tho losoee from all forme or enemy action 
woro tho ooooad loweot recorded oiDoo the war botwoon Britain 

and Genaony bo~n. 

•z. Tho n1mbor of tor&eto otterod to the entl ou~o.r1no 
Yoaoo1o and &lrorott ot tho Onltod Nationa was not ao &reat in 
Juno ao pre•iouoly, but tho aink1n~• or Axio oubmorinoe wore 
oubotontiol end oat1atactor;r. 

•s. Tho beayy toll token ot tho U boato in llay ohowed 

ito ottoot in Juno in that the main trona-Atlantic conYoyo 
were pra~tiea! Jy unmoleated, and the U-boat attack• on our 

ahlppin~ .. r~ in widely aeparate d areaa. B~e•er, eYery op­

portnnity ... t&Jcon or attecldnr. 1'-boate loulnr; and retnrninc 
to tbedr baeee on the ... t ooa1t or France. 

"4. Now woopone ond doviooa havo achieved a tood moaoure 

ot ouoc••• and ~re constantly bol ng iapro•ecl. 

•s. 
hu ohown 
tub•rlne 
ddorablo 

Tho DOrohan t l hippint; tonnage or tho l'nitod llationa 
a large net increase •••ry oonth. this year . Mti­

veeaels and aircrai't are oomi n£ into eerrtce 1o con­

n\llber•·" 

- 1 -
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The Prt .. M1aioter 
The Pr .. u ... t 

:!51, 8 Jal7 nts 

(PII #352) 
1. Your a,..bor S05. Admiralty have prepore4 tho tollow1n£1tor 

tho f1rot or our aoathly ototOMnto on U-'boat war. Will you lot ae 

blow wbother JOVr pooplo haft an7 .. end-Matt or ad eli Uoao to a&lte, 

and &lao, • • • uain& text it asrooablo, whnt arrons.mento ohould be aado 

tor a1 eultaneoue rel•••• on Saturday. 

2. I a l oo propooo a oo.auni~uo to you on tho tollowia& lineo t 

"Tho Prooidont or tho Obitod Statoo and tho Priao Miniotor 
or Groat Br1t&1n hove boon conoorno4 at tho number or otatemonto 
which are boinr. &ado rroa time to t i ao by public poroono and 1n 

tho pr oto on both oidoo or tho Atlantio , about tho anti P-boa t 
-r and tho Mtboda and dniooo employed 1D it. Tho on•y, by 
piocin& to~otbo~ portion• or thoao otatoaonto , .. ,. rl oan aero 
i ator.atioa th&n ia dooirablo about thooo a rrairo. It hao 
thorotoro bo-a decided that a aonthly otatoaont appro•od b7 tho 
Prooidoat and tho Prito lliDiator ohall be ioouod on tho lOth 
or oTOry •ont h, and that , apart t rom opooioll7 authori&od an­
nounoomoato or otatomeato by tho Prooidoat or Priae MinSotor 
or dulJ cenaored aooounta ot particular 1nc1denta and actiona, 
thit aoathl7 otateaent .-ill bo the only one to be aado on 
behal f or tho Britioh and Aaoricaa , ....... ct. . Al l dopart.eato 
ha .. boon oo inotruotad. It io hoped tha t tho proto will, oo 
tar ao poooiblo, oooporato in toopi n& tho tooboical diocuooiono 
or tJ-boa t - rtaro w1 thin tho liaito or tho ottioial announooaooto 
and &ontr&lly loavo tho IDOSy in bit prooont otato of doubt and 
anxlety upoD th11 mo•t i•port&nt aapect of our auoeeaetul war­

tare at •••· • 

- 1 -
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