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p— Communications via military channels re civil - .
Much of the materials are military communications :
the Combined Chiefs of Staff, the War Department, and

Allied Forces Headquarters, Caserta. Also included are
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TOP-SEGAET

FHOM: OPNAV * 2 JANUAKY 1945
T : ALUSHA, LONDON

WUMBER 687, PEROWAL ARD TOP SECHEY, FROM THE PRESIUENT FOR
THE PrIME WINISTER.

Thank you for your 869. We feel here that our agreement has
been very helpful in preventing premature information reaching the
Japs. MNevertheless, we zre losing more subs all the time and we
therefore feel that we must continue to be on guard.  We very much

appreciate the action you huve taken.
ROOGEVELT

Heleased 021641%
} ‘
i e

TOP-SECRET




FROM T0 The Prime Minister
W i i 687, 2 Jan L5

TOR AP hOOM Via
o Sub statement by Air Vice-darshal Ellwood.

ACTION:

1. Answers PM-PiEo $369, Jl Dec bb.
by hdmirsl Brownj spproved without chenge by the

2. Reply prepared
President; dispatched 02164le.

BY DIRLCTION OF:







FROW The Prime Minister T The President
SpjaL: o FILE Ho. 869, 31 Deceaber 194k

TOR #AP hOOM 0100302 VIa  Army Code Hoom
SUBJECT: U-boat statement by alr Vice=Marshall Ellwood.

W
ACTION:

1, Answers a personal letter from the President to Churchill, 10 Hov
Lh, delivered by courier. (Copy herein.)

2. To the President vie usher,

3, feply prepared by Admirasl Brown; approved without change by the
Presicent; sent to Churchill as Pric-td 7687, 2 Jan Li.




3 pemms ®
CONFIDE. fLAT,

Hovember 10, 1944+

methods; but our own submirine campaign in the
Poedifie is playing such en luportant role that the
Barbarisn will ssize desperately upen aay lafer-
mation that will help him in antd-rubmarine mesgures.
I do hope, thereiore, thut we may continue to do
all that we can to keep anyone from talking too much.
indiscretions are committed in
our press but the enclosed has recently appeared
under a London date-line.

I will do what I can to keep the
1id on here and 1 kmow I may count on you for

i
:
:
¥

Cordislly yours,

Falalia”

London, England,

Copy toi
[irectar of ORL
irector of
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INVENTIONS GIVE U-BOATS MEW LIFK, BRITON ASSLRTS,
(By Wireless to the New York Tines).

LOWDOH, Wowe & = Alr Viee Harshal As B, Elwood,
& senlor ataff officer of the Noysl idr Force
Coastel Commend, sain today that the Uermens were

U-boate & pew lesese on life, he added,

Between Kay ana August, 1943, ne peid, the
Qermang lost U-Hosts st the rate of thirty = mouth,
The number in the Atisntic was reduced by aimost
hu!
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UNITED STATES FLEET
lewﬂ‘;:::.f MENT gy
WASHINGTOM 25, D. C.
FF1/A6=3 19
20
sertats 00 20 JUL 1944

P

TOP-SECRET
10 SEGRET

1, In the absence of Admiral King, I suggest the
attached reply to Mr, Churchill's 734 of 20 July which is
returned herewith, /

2, The Fresident has not recently expressed any
opinion in this matter, but I believe the proposed reply
to the Prime Minister is in line with his view that we
should forestall the natural desire of the British to
publicize their A/S achievements when the U-boats begin
to crack, since such relaxation of security would be detri-
mental to U,8, sctivities in the Pacifiec.

R. S. EDWARDS,
Chief of Steff,

F s FD ..WM JSE:-’




From: The Fresident
To 1 The Prime Minister

In respect to proposal in your 734 that Admiralty
publish communiques and stories regarding antisubmarine activities
during OVERLORD my opinion still is that relaxation of security

as to A/S measures will result in improvement of Japanese technique

our submarines which are now on the crest of a wave of
succéss that is having marked influence on the Facific Campaign.
I recall that our surge of superiority over the U-boats was
coineident with and possibly comnected with adoption of the
current policy of silence as to the steps taken to eounter them.
I am dublous of the effect of newspaper stories on the morale of
U-boat crews., I can not therefore concur in the proposal for
publieity in Allied press, I suggest instead radio propaganda
direct to U-boat personnel stressing names of U-boats known by
us to have been sunk as well as total numbers they have lost
without any details,

e e - S —



TOP-SECRET

TOP-SECRET

MEMORANDUM FOR AIMIRAL EING

The President has directed that the attached
measage from Prime Minister Churchill to the
Prasident (number 734) be furnished you and requests
your recommendation on this matter not later than

tomorrow morning, 21 July 1944,

/s/ RICHARD PARK, Jr,

Colonel, GSC it

TOP-SECRET




20 July 1944

The Prime Minister

The President

734, 20 July 1944

There follows & minute from the Admiralty to me, with which I hope
you will sgree. Tc have held 150 U-boats close at hand and unable to harm
our vital convoys is really quite an achievement, The propcsal would not
interfere with out monthly statement. Will you kindl¥ inform your people,
if you egree, &nd I will do the necessary here and with Cansda, All that

is put out will pess through the Admiralty. (Minute begins)

"From the Admiralty to the Frime Minister.

"Although the enemy's efforts to break up our OVEHLOED convoys have
failed, it would save us much if he could be induced to give them up al-
together, especially since we shell shortly have to withdraw escort vessels
for the winter convoys in the Atlantie.

"The only means of bringing him to abendon them is to make him aware
thet they have failed end to bring the extent of his losses home to him,

If we can succeed in this, we may undermine altogether the morale of his
U-boat crews.

"Therefore we should like to publish communiques and stories regard-
ing anti-U-bost sctivities during OVERIORD, as & background for an all-out
attack on U-boat morele, without awsiting the customary monthly announce-
memts, Of course the storlies would not be issued without Admiralty

permission and would be strictly censored.™

TOP-SFCRET
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Copy Hﬂ.r} 1'6'; 12
MISCELLANECUS

BERLIN (DNB) IN GERMAN AT 1:48 PM FEBRUARY 8 TO EUROFE (VIA FCC )

"A glance at Anglo-United States news in recent times show that
tactics completely different from those previously pursued are
applied to air warfare, and to the latest German raids on LONDON
in partioular,

"Similar tactics were also observed on January 10, 1944, when the
Churchill-Reosevelt statement on the developrent of the U-boat war
was publishod. -

"As is kmown, this statement contained the sensational revelation
that German U-boats had sunk 9,200,000 GRT and not 7,600,000 GRT,
of Allied merchant shipping 1942, That is some 1,800,000 GRT more
than officially reported by us.

"A communique on the U-boat war in January, which is expected
shortly, will show whether the enemy hes adhered to his new tactics
of publishing losses.

"In view of the quite considerable losses incurred by two Murmansk
bound convoys in the Aretic Sea, this would appear likely, for in this
menner the Soviets and the whole world could be convinced of the extent
of Anglo-United States supplies tc Hussia and of the dangers incurred.

"These attacks on the two Murmansk convoys, which were steaming
on an easterly course close to the iee line north of Hear Island during
the last five days of Japuary, once again demonstrated that German U=
boats, whose existence had often been denisd by the enemy, constitute
not merely a threat but alse a very seriocus fastor in supplying Woscow

with war material. F

SECRET SECRET SECRET

F




Copy No. f of 12
EISCELLANEOUS

BERLIN (IWB) TN GERMAN AT 1:48 FM FEBRUARY 8 TO LUROFE (VIA ec): (Comttd).

"Thet this does not apply to the ABCTIC SEA route alcne, was proved
recently by United States Admiral Land who described the American coests
and the CARIPEEAN SEA as a successful operational srea of German U-boats.

"If the MEDITERRANEAN and INDIAN OCEAY¥, where new sinkings have
only now been reported, are added we can see that U-boats continue to
operate over cceanwide areas.

"We may therefore eagerly wait and see whether the expected Anglo-
ﬁ United States statement on the U-boat war will reflect this fect or not".

SECRET SECRET SECRET
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8 Jamaary 1548

Director, Office of War Information,
Director of Public Helations, Navy Dept.

For your infomation, the Prime Minister
has suggested that the second parcgraph of the
MMMMMIGMNW

the Navy Department, Le altered by deletlon of
of the word “"substantially”,

The President has concurred in this suggestion
and the statement should therefore be lasued as

WILSON BROWN,
Vice Adairal, U,S.K.,
Naval Adde to the President.




8 January 1945

Director of Public Relations, Navy Dept.
DMrector, Cffice of War Information.

For your information, the Prime Minister
has suggested that the second paragraph of the
December Anti-Sulmarine Statement, ns drafted
Ly the Navy Department, be altered by deletion
of the word "substantially”.

The President hams concurred in this sug-
gestion and the statement should therefore be
issued as ammended.

WILSON BROWN,
Vice m:‘d, u. E-'i'
MNaval Aide to the President.



TOP-SL0AET

ﬁn 8 JANUARY 1945

FROM: THE PRESIDENT
70 : THE PRIME MINISTER
NO i 695, 8 JANUARY 1945

Your 878.
Your suggestion is & good one and we shall issue the statement

deleting "substantially".
ROOSEVELT

Keleased 0BLTLEZ

o Pt

TOP-SECRET
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FRO The President T0 The Prime Minister
BRI or FILENO. 495, g8 Jan 45.
TOR dhP hOOM Via

SUBJECT: Mnﬁr m‘n' statement.

M
ACTION:

1. Answers Pd-Fiic #8783, which was forwarded to the President via

usher.
2. President approved deletion of word "substantially" as suggested

by the Prime Minister. This prepured by Lt. Elsey; approved by
the President; dispatched 02L748%.

COPIES TO: DiTE BY DIRLCTION OF
ORIGINAL: PRES-PY FILE : v







FROM The Prime Minister 0 The President
gEhInl or FILE NO-  g73, 7 Jan 45.

TOR AP hooW O723k0Z Via
SUBJECT:  pegember sub statement.

M

ACTION:

1. i
2. To the President via usher.
3, President approved deletion of word "substantislly" as suggested

by the Prime Uinister. Dispateh to Churchill prepared by Lt. Elsey;
approved by the President; ag PHES-PU

4rmy Code Hoom

COPIES TO: DiTE: BY DIRLCTION OF:
ORIGINAL: PRES-PA FILE




TOP-SECALT

FROM: OPNAV ; . L JanlUarY 1944
TO @ ALUSHA, LOWDOW

NUMBER 692, SECHET AND PEHOUNAL FROM THE PRESIVERT FOR THE PRIME
MINISTER.

Following is proposed submarine statement for December, 19443

WUUTE. The German U-boat warfare flared into renewed activity during
December 1944. This is but another indix that the European war is far from
over.

W increased losses in Allied merchant craft have been
officially recorded, as & result of the U-bosts' spurt last month.

Despite these, the United Nations regularly continue to supply their
expanding armies over the world, .renahli_ng them to resist the attackers or
drive back the foe. The Allles continue to sink the enemy undersea creft in
widely-separated parts of the Atlantie,

The announcement of the recent landing of enemy sgents from & U-boat on
the Maine coast is yet another indication that the menace of Gemsny's undersea

fleet is real and continuing. UNQUOTE,

ROOGEVELT

Released O41756L

10°-SECRET

E T




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Apmiear. Brown —

Tiis STATEMRNT HAs

Bl REAassp Br Comived,
Scc My, pvp O.W.T.

Viery RSP,

Y
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NAVY DEPARTMENT
‘_“_-“ EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY ’164
OFFICE OF PUBLIC RELATIONS ‘G

%é’ 4 inllmll'rlﬂﬁ. .
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v SECRET UNTIL OFFICIALLY RELEASED

PROPOSED MONTHLY ANTI-S8UBMARINE CAMPAIGN
STATEMENT BY PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT AND PRIME MINISTER CHURCHILL

The (erman U=boat warfare flared into renewed activity,
during December 1944, This is but another index that the European

war is far from over.

(‘m increased losses in Allied merchant craft
have been officially recorded, as a result of the U-boats' spurt

. last month.

Despite these, the United Nations regularly continue to
supply their expanding armies over the world, enabling them to resist
the attackers or drive back tha foe. The Alliess continue to sink the

enemy undersea craft in widely-separated parts of the Atlantie,

The announcement of the recent landing of enemy agents from
& U-boat on the Maine coast is yet another indication that the menace

of Qermany's undersea fleet is real and continuing.

— e ———



FROW The President T0

The Prizme Minister

ERIAL or FILE NO.
pERIAL or FILE NO. o5 4 January 1945

TOR daP hOO Via

SUBJECT:
Lecember sub statement

——————

—_————  — — — —  —— — —————

ACTION:

1. Decenber sub ststement prepared by Havy Department;

UWi.

9, President approved; dispatched to Churchill O41756L.

3. Answered by P-PHES #8738, T Jan LD,

COPIES TOt DinTh:
ORIGLWAL: PRES=Fd FILE

BY LIKWUCTION OF:

- 000.7

approved by
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HEW YORK TLdES, 10 December 1944

Apenial 1o Twn New Toan Trs, peas to guard agninst the time
WASHINGTON, Dec. S—Ger- when improved types of U-boats
man  submarines  have m;mllh’thtnrmlnmutut.
ﬂ"’m”“mm‘; Statement on Underseas War

“ .
nto srens “dented to them foe the o Statement felovRr




7 December 1744

Direator, Office of War Information.
Director of Public Helatiocns, Navy Depertaent.

The following submarine statement for Hovenber, aa submitted by
the Prime Winister, has been approved by the President for release at
the usual time: :

#Shipping losses from U-boat sction have again
bm“ﬂmumdthlmhnrafu-buu sunk in pro-
portion has agaln been satisfactory.

*The enexy has by no means sbandoned the struggle
and has introduced new devices, such as the extensible
alr intake and exhaust which enable U=boats to remain
submerged for long periods and so ponetrate into areas
denled to them for the past three years.

"Heports that U-boat construction has been absndon—
ed are probably Germen inspired and are untrue. On the
mm,mdtmturu-butsmnwu—h
thrown into the battle and retention of our present com-
mand of the sea will undoubtedly call for unremitting
vigilance and hard fighting.”

Jt l-l Tﬂn} JB:I.
Mﬂll‘; UrSJHln,
Asat, Naval Aide to the Presideat.



% 6 December 1944

FROM: THE PRESIDENT
T0 : THE PEIME MINISTER
§O : 671, b Decesber 194k

Your 847. We sgree with your proposed statement.

ROOSEVELT

Released: 06230L%Z KCH 8401,




FROM The President T3 The Prime Winister
W or FILE NO. 671, 6 Dee Li.

TOR MAP hOOK VIa
SUBJECT:  yovember Anti-submsrine Statement.

1. Answers PM-PRES #847, 6 Dec Lk.
2, See STATUS SLIP attached to PM #847 for complete details.

ES TO: DaTE: BY DINLCTION OF:
000.7 (3)"

e . i
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6 December 1944
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MEMORANIUM for the Deputy Director, Office of
Pablic Relatioms

1. BRear Admiral F, 8. Low, Chief of Staff, Tenth
Fleet, requested the undersigned to deliver the
attached to the Director of Fublic Eelatioms for
transmittal to the Naval Aide to the Presidemt,
with the information that the proposed November
Submarine Statement has been approved by COMIKCH.

2, TYou will note the attached memos signifying

by Chief of Staff, Tenth Fleet, mnd
Chief of Staff, U.5, Fleet, v =

Q.rLH N% =

ARTHUR @, NEWMYER, Jr.,
Mntmt-ﬂn-lndﬂ. USHR

e s s W B e v

" e S T R
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The following suggestion for the November Submerine Warfare
Statement has been received from the Prime Minister this date. The
President desires any comments you may have to make on this state-
ment.

#3hipping losses from U-boat sction have again
been very small and the number of U-bosts sunk in pro-
portion has mgain been satisfactory.

"The enemy has by no means abandoned the struggle
and has introduced new devices, such as the extensible
air intake and exhaust which enable U-boats to remain
submerged for long pericds znd so penetrate into areas
denied to them for the past three years.

"Heports that U-boat construction has been abandon-
ed are probably German inspired and are untrue. 0On the
contrary, improved types of U-boats mey at any time be
thrown into the battle and retention of our opresent com-
mand of the sea will undoubtedly call for unremitting

vigilence and hard fighting."

Rear Admiral, U.S.h.,
Haval Alde to the President.

SECRET

=] -
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The following suggestion for the Kovember Submarine Warfere
Statement has been received from the Prime Minister this date. The
President desires any comments you may have to make on this state-
ment.

nShipping losses from U-boat action have again
been very small and the number of U-boats sunk in pro-
portion has again been satlsfactory.

"The enemy has by no mesns abandoned the struggle
and has introduced new devices, such as the extensaible
sir intake and exhaust which enable U-boats to reqein
submerged for long pericds and so penetrate into areas
denied to then for the past three years.

"Reports that U-boat construction has been abandon-
od are probably German inspired and are untrue. On the
contrary, improved types of U-boats may at any time be
thrown into the battle and retention of our present com-
mand of the ses will undoubtedly ecall for unremitting

vigilence and hard fighting."

L}
Rear Admiral, U.G«N.,
Naval Alde to the President.
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SECRET e

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOM

& December 194LI

MENORANIUM FOR

Director of Public Relations, Navy Department.
Director, Office of War Information.

The following suggestion for the Hovember Submarine Warfare
Statement has been recelved from the Prime Minister this date. The
President desires any comments you mey have to make on this state-
ment.

"Shipping losses from U-boat action have again
been very small and the number of U-boats sunk in pro-
portion has again been satisfactory.

"The enemy has by no means abandoned the struggle
and has introduced new devices, such as the extensible
air intake and exhaust which enable U-bouts to remain
submerged for long periods and so penetrate into areas
denied to them for the past three years.

"Reports that U-boat construction has been abandon-
ed are probably German inspired and are untrue. On the

contrary, improved types of U-boats may at any time be
thromn into the battle and retention of our present com-
mend of the sea will undoubtedly call for unremitting

vigilance and hard fighting."

Hear Admiral, U.S.N.,
Naval Aide to the President.

SECRET

.P'__ '
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FROM  The Prime Minister 70 The President
SERIAL or FILE NO.
v, St 847, 6 Dec Li.

TOR #hP hoow 0613452 VIx 4rmy Code Hoom
SUBJECT:

November Anti-submarine statement.

ACTIuUN:

1. Sent to the President at Warm Springs as ali-OUT-604, 061410%.

2. By direction Admiral Brown, coples to Navy Public Helaticns and
Unl for comment.

3. Mh-IN-207, 06l540Z, stated, "To Admiral Leshy for aporoval and sub-
mission of final form to the President." admiral Leahy's office notified.
otatement however was to be handled by Admiral Hrown in usual manner.

ke By memo, & Dec 44, Adm Brown notified that Navy and OWI approved
statement as drufted by the Eritish.

5. Mi~-OUT-615, 062055Z, from Adm Brown to the President, stated, "ie
WR-OUT=-504. Navy Dept end Uil spprove anti-submarine statement submitted
by the Prime Minister. Your authority to release is requested."

6. MR-IN-213 from President to Adm Brown, 062153Z, stated, "Your
MR-UT-£15 approved.t

7. Dispatch written by Adn Brown, sent to the P as PHRES #4671,

0623042 Dec Li.

COPIES TO: DaTE: BY DIRLCTION OF:
ORIGINAL: YPRES-PM FILE"

000.7 (3)







Biott 26 ooroE 190

FROM: OPHAV

2

:  ALDSNA, LOWDOW

NUMBER 638, PERSOWAL AND TOP SECHET, FROM THE PRESIDENT FOR
THE PRIME MINISTER. '

Your 809. 1 find no objection to your publication of shipping
lo=ses since outbreak of war to and including December, 1943, but
because of security involved prefer to not publish losses since January
first, 194L. Please inform me in advance date of issue in order that

we may arrange for simultaneous release,

- ROOSEVELT

262123 NCR 1903 -1=
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£6 October 1344

MEMORANIUM FOR

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF, U.S. FLEET
and CHIEF OF SAVAL OPERATIONS

At the direction of Admiral Leahy, &
paraphrased copy of & message sent this date by
the President to Prime Minister Churchill is
forwarded for your information.

Very respectfully,

Jd. A TYREE,; JHes
Commender, Usoea.,
Asst. Naval Aide to the President.

1 Incl.
PHES-PY, 26 Det LL.




26 October 194

FROM: THE PRESIDENT
TO0 3 THE PHIME WIKISTER

1 do not object to your proposal to publish shipping
losses for the period between the outbresk of war and
Jenuary 1, 1944. However, for reasons of security I should
prefer not to publish 1344 losses,

So thet we may arrunge for a simulteneous release,

please advise me in advance of the acate of issue.
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The Washington Post,
10 Hovember 1944



OCTOBER SUBMARINE STATEMENT
approved by
PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT
end
PRIME MINISTER CHOURCHILL

The scope of the German U-bosts' activities in October
1944 was materislly below thet of any other month of the war; in con-
m-urmmmn:mmnumf merchant vessels sunk
by German submarines during the month was also the lowest of any
month of the entire war.

Although the number of German U-boats destroyed was less
than whet has come to be considered & good monthly "bag", it compares
mmummm&nmmmnsm;mh,
U=boats.

The Allies continue to supply on schedule their ever-growing
arales in Burope.

This copy sent to Buresu of Public Heletions, heom 0010,
Navy Department, st their request, for publication.

- PSR PER o S a—— N p——
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PRICELTY 8 NOVEMBER 1944

FHOM: OPNaV

TO : ALUSHA, LOWDON

HUMBER 6L, PERSONAL AND SECRET, FROM THE PHESIDENT FOR THE
PHIME MIKISTEH.
Your 818. I agree.
HOOSEVELT




Froa  The Fresident 0 The Prime Minister

SERLAL or FILE 0. gui, 8 November 1944

Vin

TOR daP hOOH
SUBJRCT:
October Sub Statement

ACTION:
1. See STATUs GuLIP attached to Pu-Fhes 9818, 8 Rov kk. b ¥

DTz BY DIRLCTICH OF:

i




& November 1944

SECRET

Director of Public Relations, Navy Department.
Director, Office of War Information.

mmmum,mrﬂnumummw
that the second paragraph of the October Anti-sutmarine Statement
as drafted by the Navy Department and OWI, be altered as follows1

"Although the number of German U-boats destroyed
was less than what has come to be considered a good
monthly "bag", it compares very favourably with the
mmber of min merchant vessels sunk by U-boats.”

The President has not yet cleared this change due to
his absence from the White House,

Very respectfully,

J« Ay TIREE, JR.,
Commander, U.S.N.
Assistant Naval Aide to the President.

SECRET






The Prime Minister 170  'The President [

FROM
. '|. " '-
W o 2 818, & November 19Li. ,|| e
: 3
TOR #aP hoow Od1600Z VI, Army Code Hoom |...

SUBJECT: October Sub Statement.

ACTIGN:

1. Answers PHES-PM #6L3, 6 Nov Lb. T
2. To President at Hyde Park as WH-OUT-528 (081625%). :
3, Navy Dept and ORI notified by memorandum thst PM had suggested =
change, but that President had not yet clesred the change due to his J
sbsence from the White House.
L. di~IN-184, from the President to Admirsl Leahy, stated "Yr
Min=UUT-528. Approved."
5. MA-IN-18k4.to Admiral Leshy's office. Admiral Leahy wes not
availeble. With approval of Colonel Park, messige drafted and sent
by Commander Smith.
6. Navy Department notified by phone; corrected copy sent to Sur
of Public Helations on morning of 9 Nov L4; Nevy Depurtment steted
M would inform oWl

BY UITHECTION OF:




SECHET 6 November 19LI
ERlOn 1Y

From: Opnav
To : A&lusna, London

WUMBER 643, SECHET AND PERSWAL FROM THe PRESIDENT FOH THE
PHIME MIRISTER.

Following is our suggested text of mii—U—buut. statement for
October:

LUOTE. The scope of the Yerman U-boat's activities in October
1944 was materially below that of any other month of the wer; in con-
sequence of which the number of United Nations' merchent vessels sunk
by German submarines during the month was also the lowest of any
month of the entire war.

Although the number of German U-boats destroyed was less than
what has come to be considered & good monthly "bag", it represented
& one-sided ratio ss compared to the number of Allied merchant vessels
sent to the bottom by the U-boats.

The Allies continue to supply on schedule their m;rer-grn'ling
Armies in Burope. UNMUUTE.

ROOSEVELT




OFFICE OF WAR INFORMATION
WASHINGTON

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

liovember 6, 19LL

LUENORANDUN TO REAR AIMIRAL WILSON EROWN:

Harowith is the Navy's proposal
for the llovember submarine statement. 1
think very peorly of it. Homever, Admiral
Edwards tells me that there is some un-
cartainty about the figure of British
loegses and that for one reason or another
gesnms impossible to be more specific.
I don't think it matters a hell of a

lot =o let 1t go.

As always,

—£.» -

Elmer levis
Idrector

Enclosure

CONFIDENTIA-

e T
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SECRET UNTIL OFFICIALLY RELEASED

PROPOSED JOINT ROOSEVELT-CHURCHILL STATEMENT ON THE SNTI-SUHMARINE WARFAITE :

The scope of the German U-boats' activitles in October 1944 was
materially below that of any other month of the warj in consequence of which the
number of United Nations' merchant vessels sunk by Germen submarines during the
month was also the lowest of any month of the entire war.

Although the number of German U-boats destroyed was lass than wha
has come to be considered a good monthly “bag", it represented a ona=-glded ratic
as compared to the number of Allied merchant vessels sent to the bottom by the

U-boata.

The Allies continue to supply on schedule their ever-growing arml

in Europa.
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FRCa The President TO The Prime Minister
abkhIal FILE .

ﬁnTEh = 643, 6 November 1944

TOR daP hOOn VIa

ot 2 Dectober Sub Statement.

ACTIUN:

1. Statement drefted by Navy Depertment; aporoved by OWI; transmitted
to Admiral Brown by Elmer Davis by memo dated 6 Nov L.

2, Statement transmitted to President at Hyde Park as ah-OUT-514
(0615152 Wov 44) with following introduction: "iequest your epproval of
the following proposed sub statement for month of October, submitted by
the Havy Dept and approved by Elner Davis...."

3, 4A-IN-187 (062245L Nov 44) stated: "FROW alilinn bidX TO Aldlnal
BROWH. The President approves. Send to Prime Minister."

L. Disaptched to PU 6 Hov Lk.

5. hnswered by Pu-Phbs Bld, 8 Nov Li.

COPIBS TO: DaTE: BY LIRECTION OF:

Wi 000.7 (3)
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6 October 1944

MEMOEANDUM FOR1

Mrector of Public Relatlons, Navy Department.
Director, Office of War Information.

The following suggestion for the September Submarine
Warfare Statement has been received from the Prime Minister this
date, It is desired that any comments you may have to make on
this statement be addressed to the Map Room, The White House.

"During September there has been a lull in U=
boat activity, which is possibly seasonal. This
year, as last, the enemy may hope to renew his offen-
slve in the autumn and may rely on new types of (-
boats to counter our present ascendancy. Shipping
losses have been almost as low as in May 1944, the
best month of the War. The rate of destruction of
U=boats in proportion to shipping losses remains
satisfactory.

"The U=boat war, however, demands unceasing
attention. Only the zeal and vigour of the Allied
air and surface forces have procured the comparative
salety of our shipping and the enemy's scant success,

WILSON BROWN,
Rear Admiral, U.S.N.,
Naval Aide to the Fﬂuidm.
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6 October 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR:

DMrector, Office of War Infommation.
Directer of Public Helations, Navy Department.

The following suggestion for the September Submarine
Warfare Statement has been received from the Prime Mindster
this date, It is desired that any comments you may have to
make on this statement be addressed to the Map Foom, The
White House,

*During September there has been a lull in
U=boat setivity, which is possibly sessonal. This
year, a5 last, the enemy may hope to renew his
offensive in the sutumn and may rely on new types
of U=boats to counter our present ascendancy, Ship-
ping losses have been almost as low as in May, 194i,
the best monmth of the war. The rate of destruction
of U-bosts in preportion to shipping lesses remains
satisfactory. .

®The U=boat war, however, demands unceasing
attention. Only the zeal and vigour of the Allied
air and surface forces have procured the comparative
safety of our shipping and the enemy's acant success,

WILSON EHOWN,
Rear lﬁlrﬂ., “rlﬁ.o’
Naval Aide to the President,
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{THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Septeaber 9, 1944«
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September 9, 1944.

The exchange rate between merchant ships sunk and
O-boats destroyed contimues to be profitable to the United Natioms'
cause., While U-bost operatioms continus, they ars sporadic and
relatively ineffectusl.

J. A. T’"‘l Jr-,
Communder, U. 8. Navy
Assistant Navel Alde to the President



m 5 September 194l

FROM: OPNAV
T0 : ALUSNA, LONDON

mm.rmmm, FROM THE PRESIDENT FOR THE
PRIME MINLSTER.

Following is our suggested text of Anti-U-boat statement for
August:

"Last month, due to the effectiveness of the Allied operations
in France, the principal U-boat operating bases in the Bay of Blscay
were neutralized. As a consequence the Germans have been forced to
operate their underseas craft from Norwegian end Baltic bases, thereby
stretching even thinner their difficult lines of operation.

nThe exchange rate between merchant ships sunk and U-boats
destroyed continues to be profitable to the United Naticns' cause.
While U-boat operations continue, they are sporadic and relatively

ineffectual.”
ROOSEVELT

Mrmthll‘hihﬂmchpnm
at 1130, EWT, 5 September 1944.

RICHARD PARK, JR.,
Colonel, General Staff,
Assistant to the Military Alde.
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FROM The President O The Prime Minister
mm 0P SRS ia, 5 Sept Ab.

TOR WAP ROOM Via

SUBJECT:

August sub-warfare statement

—_——————— e

ACTION:

1. Drafted by Navy Department. Sent to President at Hyde Park as
RED 367, 4 Sept Ll

2. BLUE 138, 4 Sept L), from President to Adms Leahy and Brown,
stated, "If you think proposed submarine statement is all right, please
send to the Prime Minister for his approval."

3. To PH a=s this §#618, 5 Sept 4h.

Le Prime Minister was enroute to Quebec for OCTAGON Conference.
When no answer had been received from the Prime Minister by the morning
of 9 Sept LL, Admiral Brown directed message be sent from Navy to
Comnaveu, advising that statement would be released at usual tlme
as drafted by the Navy Department.

5. Released to Press on evening of 9 Sept Li.

Ho answer was received
from the Prime Minister.

COPIES TO: " DATE:

BY DIRECTION OF: F

000.7 (3)

COPY ks
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

Lt. Comdr. TyTee (Room 2078)

The attached monthly statement has been appraved

by Elmer Davie gt OWI and slso by Cominchds staff.

It needs now to be approved by the White House Bnd

the Prime Minister.
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5 August 1944

SECRET

MEMOHANDUM FORM

firector of Public Relations, Navy Department.
Director, Office of War Information.

The following suggestion for the July Submarine Warfare
Statement has been received from the Prime Minister this date. It
is desired that any comuents you may have to make on this state-
ment be addressed to the Map Room, The White House.

"The number of German U-boats sunk during the war
pow exceeds 500, It is therefore understandable that
the U=boats still operating are extremely cautlons.
Their efforts have been ineffective during July, a
month whiech has besn so important for the success of
continental operations,

#The rumber of U=boats destroyed has been sub—
stantially greater than the rumber of merchant ships
surk, Seventeen U=boats have been sunk while attempt-
ing to interfere with our groas=channel traffic since
the first landing of the Army of Liberation.

"Mhe U=boat fleet is still of impressive size,
nevertheless the U=boat remain the hunted rather than
the hunters. They have been attacked from the Arctic
to the Indian Ocean, aireraft playing a great part
with the surface forces, This pressure will be main-
tained until all chances of revival of the U-boat cau~
paign are killed, whatever may Le the new devices and
methods developed by the enemy.

*The Nazi claims of mirkings contimue to be grossly
exaggersted, For instance, their claim for June, the
latest month for which complete figures are aval lable,
was an exaggeration of a 1,000%."

RICHARD PARK, JR,
Colonel, GSC

SECRET



5 Aujust 1944

SECRET

MEMORANDUM FOR:

Director, Office of War Information,
Director of Public Relations, Navy Departament.

The following suggestion for the July Submarine Warfare
Statement has been received from the Prime Minister this date, It
is desired that any comments you may have to make on this state-
ment be addrsssed to the Map Room, The White House.

"The mumber of German U-boats sunk during the war
now exceeds 500, It is therefore understandable that
the -boats still operating are extremely cautious.
Their efforts have been ineffective during July, &
month whieh has been so important for the success of
continental operationas.

"The number of U-boats destroyed has been sub-
stantially greater than the number of merchant ships
surk., Seventeen U=boats have been sunk while attempt-
ing to interfere with our cross-channel traffic since
the first landing of the Army of Liberation.

"The U-boat fleet is still of impressive sise,
nevertheless the U=boat remain the hunted rather than
the hunters. They have been attacked from the Arctic
to the Indian Ocean, aircrart playing a great part
with the surface forces. This pressure will be main-
tained until all chances of revival of the U=-boatl cam-
paign are killed, whatever may be the new devices and
methods developed by the enemy.

PThe Nasi claims of sinkings continue to be grossly
exaggerated, For instance, their claim for Juns, the
latest month for which complete figures are available,
was an exaggeration of a 1,000%."

RICHARD PARK, JR.
Colonel, 0SC

SECRET







Thousands of Allied ships have
Mo dstalled figures were given,| been moved mcross the Channel
to Normandy and conatwise to

build up the military forces en-
" anchunt vessel losses Lo p;-unmau'n«nm«fl:uﬂﬂ~
o merchant vessel of thia vast

concourse has been aunk by 1~

forts io prevent the neceasary
supplying of our constantly grow-
ing Allled army in Europe wera
made  compl ineffective b




July 11, 1944

My dear Mr, m:_

‘{zu- letter dated
8, 1944, in menthly U Boat sta
ment m:r I have recelived kr, Churchill's
sugges and have ated them in
the statement lssued on July .

Very truly,

Sinaddi Kol

Charge d' Affaires
Canadlan
m. De Cs



July 11, 1944

My dear Mr, Pearson:

Replying to letter dated
8, 1044, in to monthly U Boat ata
ment for July I have received i, Churchill's

and have ine ted them in
the statement lssued on July
Very truly,

Charge 4' Affaires
w. Ds Cs




Washington, D. C.
July 8, 1944

My dear Mr. Prealdent,

T have been asked by my Prime Minister to pass on
to you the followlng message:

"yp, Churchill has telegraphed to me the text of
your proposed monthly anti-U-boat statement for
release on July 10th and of his suggested changes.
He has also telegraphed the text of his suggested
supplementary communiqué describing the success of
the air and surface forces in dealing with attempts
by U-boats to interfere with the invasion opera-
tions. I feel that those concerned rlchly deserve
this speclal public recognition and encouragement
and I hope that you will agree to the early release
of the statements."

Yours very sincerely and respectfully,

P 7o

L. B, Pearson,
Chargh d'Affalres

The Honourabls Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House
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8 July 1944

Director of Public Relations, Navy Department
Drector, Office of War Information

1. The following statement on Submarine Warfare has been approved by the
President and the Prime Minister for release on July 10:

Wiitler's sutmarine fleet failed on all eounts in June 194k,
Not only were the U-boats unable to halt the United Mations' in-
vasion of the continent, but their efforts to prevent the necessary

of our constantly growing Allied Army inm Europe were
made completsly ineffective by our counter-measures.

*The U-boats apparently concentrated to the west of the in-
vasion during the month, relatively few of them being disposed over
the Atlantic. Their sinking of United Nations' merchant vessels
reached almost the lowest figure of the entire war. For every
United Nations' merchant vessel sunk by German submarines, several
times as many U-boats were sent to the bottom."

2. ‘The President has also approved the recommendation of the Prime Mipe
ister that the following additional special communigue be released with the
U-boat statementi

"Thousands of Allied ships have been moved across the Channel
to Normandy and coastwise to build up the Military Forces engaged
in the liberation of Eurcpe. No merchant vessel of this vast
concourse has been sunk by U=boat with the poasible exception of
one ship., In this case doubt exists as to her destruction by U=
boat or Mine.

"This is despite attempts by a substantial force of U-boats
to pass up-channel from their bases in Norway and France. Such
attempts were of course expected and U. 5. and British Air Squad-
rons of coastal command, working in cooperation with the surface
forces of the Allied Navies, were ready.

®From the moment that the U-boats salled from their bases
they were attacked by aircraft of coastal command., Both alreraft



and surface forces followed up sighting reports, hunting and
attacking the U-boats with relentless determination.

"The enemy were thus frustrated by the brilliant and unceas-

ing work of coastal command and the tirelees patrols of the
surface forces, and have suffered heavy casualties.

"Operations continue,”
Respectfully,

CHESTER C. WOOD,
clpm. U. 8 ..ﬂ'
Assistant Naval Adde to the President.




8 July 1944

Director, Office of War Information
Director of Public Relations, Navy Department

1, The following statement on Submarine Warfare has been approved by the
President and the Prime Minister for release on July 10:

"Hitler's submarine fleet failed on all counts in June 1944,
Not only were the U=boats unable to halt the United Nations' ine
vasion of the continent, but their efforts to prevent the necessary
of our constantly growing Allied Army in Buropes were
made completely ineffective by our counter-measures,

"The U-boats apparently concentrated to the west of the ine
vasion during the month, relatively few of them being disposed over
the Atlantio, Their sinking of United Nationa' merchant vessels
reached almost the lowest figure of the entire war. For every
United Nations' merchant vessel sunk by German sutmarines, several
times as many U-boats were sent to the bottom."

2, The President has also approved the recommendation of the Prime Mine
ister that the following additional special communique be released with the
U=boat statement:

"Thousands of Allied ships have been moved across the Channel
to Normandy and coastwise to build up the Military Porces engaged
in the liberation of Furope., No merchant vessel of this vast
concourse has been sunk by U-boat with the possible exception of
one ship., In this case doubt exists as to her destruction by U=
boat or Mine.

L z

"This is despite attempts by a substantial force of U=boats
to pass yp-channel from their bases in Norway and France., Such
attempts were of course expected and U. 5. and British Ar Squade
rons of coastal command, working in cooperation with the surface
forces of the Allied Navies, were ready.

"From the moment that the U=boats sailed from their bases
they were attacked by aircraft of coastal command. Both aircraft

-1-—



nd—rhurmnrﬂ.lmdupdpun:rmﬂu hanting and
attaciing the U-boats with relentlecs determination.

CHESTER C. WOOD,
Elp“in' Us 8. '.",l
Assiztant Naval Alde to the President,

T
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igEEEEI! 7 July 1944

FROM: THE PRESIDENT
T0 : THE PRIME MINISTER

RO @ 581

Your 724 and 725.

We think your proposed changes and the additional commmique ex-
cellent with the single exception thst before the word "squadrons" in
the second paragraph of the special commmnique we insert "U. 5. and
British air® so that the sentence now reads, "Such attempts were of
course expected and U. 5. &nd British air squadrons of coastal command,
working in cooperation with the surface forces of the Allied Navies,
were ready."

Unless we hear to the contrary, we will release statements as

amended at scheduled time.
ROOSEVELT

072330 NCR 2634




7 July 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR
Captain Wood

Admiral Bdwards hes altered the 2nd sentence of Para
2 of Prime Minister's recommendation for additional special
commnique, so that sentence will read:#
"Such attempts were of course expected and

U.S. and British air squadrons of coastal commend,
working in cooperstion with the surface forces of the

Allied Navies, were ready."

Lgspectfully,

Myers

#idditions by hdm Edwards underlined,
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7 July 1944

The following is the proposed draft of the June Submarine Statement

with changes as suggested by the Prime Minister;

24

"Hitler's submarine fleet failed on all counts in June
194ks Mot only were the U-boats unable to halt the United
Nationa' invasion of the continent, but thelr efforts to pre-
rent “he necessary supplying of our constantly growlng Allled
Army in Burope were made completely ineffective by our counter-
meABUTes,

"The U=boats apparently concentrated to the west of the
invasion during the month, relatively few of them being dis-
posed over the Atlantic, Thelr sinking of United Nations'
merchant vessels reached almost the lowest figure of the entire
war, For every United Nations' merchant vessel sunk by German
submarines, several times as many U-boats were sent to the
bottom, " ,

The Prime Minister has recommended that the follewing additional

special communigue be releascd with the U-bost statement.

"Thousands of Allied ships have been moved across the Channel
tu dormandy and coastwlse to build up the Military Forces engaged
in the liberstion of Burope. No merchant vessel of this vast
gconcourse has been sunk by U=-Boat with the possible exception of
one ship, In this case doubt exists as to her destruction by U=
Hoat or Mine,

"This is despite attempts by a substantial force of U-Boata
to pass up=channel from thelr bas n France, BSuch
attempts were of course expected ol coastal command,
working in cooperation with the surface forces of the Allied
Navies, were ready,

"From the moment that the U-Boats sailed from thelr bases
they were attacked by aircralt of coastal command. Both alreraft
and sarface forces followed up sighting reports, hunting and
attacking the U<=Boats with relentleéss determination.

"The enemy were thus frustrated by the briiliant and unceas-
ing work of coastal command and the tireless patrols of the
surface forces, and have suffered heavy casualties.

"Operations contimme.®
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From: U.S. kilitery Attache, London, England
To: The President of the United States
Humber 725 Filed 0701032
Prime Minister to President Roosevelt Fersonal and
TOF SECRET. Non 725.
Reference paragraph 2 of my 724,

7 July 1944

1 3ee no resson why this attached statement should
not be issued without prejudice to ocur monthly statements.
It deals with a special topic and will please the men,

Do you mind%
Statement begins.

1. Thousands of Allied ships have been moved
across the Channel to Normandy and coastwise to build up
the kilitary rureeslungaged in the liberation of Europe.
No merchent vessel of this vast concourse has bheen sunk
by U-Boat with the possible éxception of one ship. 1In
this cass doubt exists as to her destruetion by U-Boat or
Kine.

2. This is despite attempts by & substantial

force of U-Boats to pass up-channel from their bases in

T0P SECRET
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From: U.S. Military Attache, London, &Zngland

7 July 1944

To: The President of the United States
Number 724 Filed 0700502

Prime kinister to President Personal and TOP
SECRET, Non 724.

Many thanks for your 578 with Draft Antl U-Boat
statement for June. The Admiralty have suggested two
amendments which I submit for your approval.

- (A) In view of the failure of the great efforts
made by the U-Boats to interrupt supplies to France, the
last part of paragraph 1 after "the continent" be amended
to read "but their efforts to prevent the necessary supply-
ing of our constantly growing Allled army in Burope were
made completely ineffective by cur counter-peasures®.

(B) Latest information shows that another ship
has been sunk in June and this will bring the total for
the month slightly above that for Mey. Proposed therefore

to insert the word "almost"” before "the lowest figurem” in

the second sentence of paragraph 2.

TOP SEGRE






FROM: THE PRESIDENT
70 : THE PRIME MINISTER
NO : 578, 3 JULY 1944

I propose the following statement for release on 10 July.

"Proposed nnt.q.-mbmrina statement covering June 1944, to be issued
by the Prime Minister and the President.

"Hitler's submarine fleet failed on all counts in June 19LL. Not
only were the U-boats unable to halt the United Nations' invasion of the
continent, but they made little effort to prevent the necessary supplying
of our constantly-growing Allied Army in Europe.

"The U-boats apparently concentrated to the west of the invasion
during the month, relatively few of them being disposed over the Atlentic.
Their sinking of United Nations' merchant vessels reached the lowest figure
of the entire war. For every United Nations' merchant vessel sunk by German

submarine, several times as many U-boats were sent to the bottom."

. ROOSEVELT




BLACK 26 3 July 194k
(HYDE PAEX to MAP ROOM)

FROM THE PRESIUENT FOR ADMIRAL EROWN.
Your WHITE 114 approved. Transmit to Prime Minister as our

tentative anti-submarine statement.

RECD: 0323302Z.




RHITE 114 . 4 JULY 1944

ADMIRAL EROWN TO THE PRESILCENT.

The following draft of proposed monthly submarine statement,
originated by Navy and approved by 0.W.1., is submitted for your
approval prior to forwarding to the Prime Minister:

"Proposed anti-submarine statement covering June 154LL, to be
issued by the President and the Prime Minister.

WHitler's submarine fleet failed on all counts in June 134L. Not
only were the U-boats unable to halt the United Nations! invasion d the
continent, but they made little effort to prevent the necessary supplying
of our constantly-growing Allied Army in Eurcpe.

“The U-bosts apparently concentrated to the west of the invasion during
the month, relatively few of them being disposed over the Atlantic. Their
sinking of United Nations' merchant vessels reached the lowest figure of
the entire war. For every United Nations' merchant vessel sunk by German

submarines, several times as many U-boats were sent to the bottom."

RECD 03/2142Z




SECTET UNTIL OFFICIALLY RELEASED:

/;Nmod anti-gsubmarine statement covering June 1944, to be issusd by
the President and Prime Minister,

Hitler's submarina flset failsd on all counts in June 194L%.

Yot only were the U-boats unable to halt the United Nations' invasion of the
continent, but they made little effort to prevent the necessary supplying of our
constantly-growing Allied Army in Eurcpe.

The U=bcats apparently concentrated to the west of the invasion
during the month, relatively few of them being disposed over the Atlantic. Their
sinking of United Nations' merchant vessels reached the lowest figure of the entire
WY . For every United Nationa' merchant vessel sunk by Oerman submarines,

geveral timss as many U~boats were sent to the bottom.







NEW YOHE TIMES

10 June 19LL
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7 June 1944

Director of Public Relations, Navy Lept.
The Director, Office of War Information,

The President has approved the proposed
British Submarine Statement as quoted in my
memorandum to you of June 6, This will, there-
fore, serve as authority for release ch
Mid. be made in accordance with previoualy
sstablished procedures,

Respectfully,

CHESTER C. WOOD,
Captain, U. 5. Navy,
Assistant Naval Adde to the President.



T June 1944

WEMORANDUM FOR:

The Director, Office of War Information
Director of Public Helations, Navy Dept.

The President has approved the proposed
British Submarine Statement as gquoted in the
memorandum to you of June 6, This will, there-
fors serve as authority for release wiich should
be made in sccordance with previously established

procedures,
Respectfully,

CHESTER C. WOOD,
Captain, U. 8. Navy,
Assistant Naval Alce to the President.

Enc (HW)
1. Copy ltr. & Jun 4i.




o SECRE

SECRET
COPY & JUNE 194k

m;;;,mmrmmmmmvmmu.

nmmmmmmmmm
it exactly as recelved.

It was indeed a grand menth.




é June 1944
Commander Campbell notified Captain Wood by
telephone that the sub statement had been approved

by the Secretary of the Navy as well as Admiral
Edwards, with no change.
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OFFICE OF WAR INFORMATION
WASHINGTON

June 6, 19LL

Captain Chester C. Wood
Asgistant Naval Aide to

the President
Map Room
The White House
Dear Captain Wood:

The enclosed

statement on submarine warfare

seams excellent.
Cordially, >

Llns T

Elmer Davis
Director




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

6 June 1944

10P-SEGRET

MEMORANDUM FOR:

Director, Office of War Information.
Director of Public Relations, Navy Department.

The followlng suggestion for the Jurne Submarine Warfare
statement has been received from the Prime Minister this date. The
President desires any comments you may have to make on this state-
ment.

It is requested that your reply to the President be addressed
to the Map Hoom, The White House.

"During May our shipping losses have been by far the
lowest for any month of the war, and they have in fact been
a fraction of the losses inflicted on enemy shipping by our
warships and airecraft, although their merchant shipping is
petty compared to that of the Allies.

"There has been a lull in the operations of the U-boats
which perhaps indicates preparations for a renewed offensive.
The change which has come over the scene is illustrated by
the fact that in spite of the few U-boats at sea, several
are now sent to the bottom for each merchant ship sunk where-
as formerly each U-boat accounted for & considerable mumber
of merchant ships befure being destroyed.

"This is to be ascribed to the vigilance and to the
relentless attacks of our Anglo-American-Canadian and
other anti-U-boat forces, including the scientists who
support them in a brilliant manner.®

Hespectfully,

Captain, U. S. Navy,
Assistant Navel Aide to the President.

R i s e e




. . 6 June 1944
h“-SE-JhiEI
MEMORANDUM FOR1

Mrector, 0ifice of War Information,
Director of Public Relations, Navy Department.

The following suggestion for the June Submarine Warfare
statement has been received from the Prime Minister this date, The
President desires any comments you may have to make on this state-
ment.,

It is requested that your reply to the President be addressed
to the Map Room, The White House.

aDuring May our shipping losses have been by far the
lowest for any month of the war, and they have in fact been
a fraction of the losses inflicted on enemy shipping by our
warships anc aircraft, although their merchant shipping is
petty compared to that of the Allies.

"There has been a lull in the operations of the U-boats
which perhaps indicates preparations for a renewed offensive.
The change which has come over the scene is 1llustrated by
the fact that in spite of the few U-boats at sea, several
are now sent to the bottom for each merchant ship sunk where-
as formerly each U-boat accounted for a considerable number
of merchant ships before being destroyed,

"This is to be ascribed to the vigilance and to the
relentless attacks of our Anglo-American~Canadian and
other anti-U-boat forces, including the scientists who
support them in a brilliant manner."

Re spectfully,

CHESTER C. WOOD,

mdn- UI 3- ml
Assistant Naval Adde to the Presicdent.
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6 June 1944
D_Cronr
el =g L.uli.l.r
MEMORANDUM FOR:

Director of Public Relations, Navy Department.
Director, Office of War Information.

The following suggestion for the June Submarine Warfare
statement has been received from the Prime Minister this date. The
President desires any comments you may have to make on this state-
ment,

It is requested that your reply to the President be ade
dressed to the Map Room, The White House.

"During May our shipping losses have been by far the
lowest for any month of the war, and they have in fact been
& fraction of the losses inflicted on enemy shipping by our
warships and aircraft, although thelr merchant shipping is
petty compared to that of the Allies.

"There has been a lull in the operations of the U-boats
which perhaps indicates preparations for a renewed of fensive,
The change which has come over the scene is illustrated by
the fact that in spite of the few U-boats at sea, several
are now sent to the bottom for each merchant ship sunk where-
as formerly each U-boat accounted for a considerable number
of merchant ships before belng destroyed,

"This is to be ascribed to the viglilance and to the
relentless attacks of our Anglo-American-Canadian and
other anti-U-boat forces, including the scientists who
support them in a brilliant manner."

FRespeotfully,

CHESTER C, WOOD,
Assistant Maval Alde to the President.

D CERLL

Ul "L Wil

e o W e
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From: London, England
Tot The President of the United States
Ne: 693, Filed 06/12152

Prime Minister to President., Personal and TOP SECRET.

Following is text of proposed anti U-boat statement for
May. I am also sending it to Mr., MacKenzie King. Begins:

During May our shipping losses have been by far the
lowest for any month of the war, and they have in fact been a
fraction of the losses inflicted on enemy shipping by our
warships and aircraft, although their merchant shipping is
petty compared to that of the Allies,

There has been a lull in the operations of the U-boats
which perhaps indicates preparations for a renewed offensive.
The change which has come over the scene is illustrated by the
fact that in lplhduf the few U-boats at sea, several are now
sent to the bottom for each merchant ship sunk whereas formerly
each U-boat accounted for a considerable number of merchant
ships before being destroyed.

This is to be ascribed to the vigilance and to the
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CoPY 5 May 1944

From: Opnav
To ¢ Alusna, London

NUKBER 53), PERSUNAL AND SECHET. FROW THe PRESIDENT FOR
This FORmsil NAVAL PERSON.

1 propose the following Jjoint statement regarding U-boat
warfare in April for releasse on May 10:

<UOTE, The following Joint Anglo-Amerlcen statement on
submarine and anti-submarine operations is issued under the
autnority of the President end the Prime Minister.

In April 1944, the United Nations anti-submerine activity
continued at & highly satisfactory level. Agaln for another
month the extraordinary fact continues that the number of enemy
submarines sunk exceeds the number of Allied merchent ships
sunk by submarines, UNWUUTE.

Roosevelt

Released 1630, EWT, 5 May 4Li.




8 May 1944

WENOHARDUR FUR

Director, Office of Wer Information.
Direotor of Public Relaticns, Nevy Department.

The following stutement has been approved by the
President and the Prime Kinister for release on Lay 10:

"The following joint Anglo-American state=
ment on submerine and anti-submsarine operaticns
is issued under the suthority of the Presldent

and the Prime Minister.

"In April 1944, the United Nationa enti-
subserine activity continued at & highly

satisfactory level. Agaln for another month
the extraordinary fact continues that the number

of enemy submarines sunk exceeds the number of
Allied merchant ships sunk by submarines."

Respectfully,

CHEsT2R WOOD,
G\Igtﬂ-ln. ﬂ. B. hﬂ.
Asst. Haval Alde to the Prezident.




SECRET o

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

L May 1944

MEMORARDUK FOR

Director of Public Helations,
Navy Department.

Your proposed statement has been reflerred to the
President who replied as follows:

"The following wording of the monthly sub-
marine stetement is preferred:

"1The followlng Joint Anglo-American state-
ment on submarine and anti-submarine operations
is issued under the authority of the President
end the Prime Minister.

"'In April 1944, the United Nations' anti-
submarine sctivity continued at a highly satis-
factory level. Again for another month the
extraordinary fact continues thot the number
of enemy submarines sunk exceeds the number of
Allied merchant ships sunk by submarines.'"

a
It is requested that you obtain approval, or comment,
of the Navy Department and the Office of War Infommatlon
and notify me accordingly by telephone as soon as practical.

Heaspectfully,

CHES C. WOOD,

Captain, U. 5. Navy,
Asst. Naval Aide to the President.




BLaCk 98 4 May 1944

¥From Admirsl Leshy for Captein Wood.

Your WHITE 173, the President prefers the following
wording of monthly submarine statement. If it meetsa with
spproval of Navy Department ani My, Davis, Captain Vood
transmit it to Prime Minister for his approval:

wTha following Jeint Anglo-American statemsnt on
gutmerine and anti-aubmurina gperations is issued under the
authority of the President and the Prime Minister.

"In April 1944, the Unlted Naticns’ antl-submarine
activity continued at & highly gatisfactory level. Again
for another wonth the extraordinary fact continues that
the number of enemy submarines sunk exceeds the number of

Allied merchant ships sunk by submarines.”

RECD 04/1935%.




SECHET UNTIL OFFICIALLY RELEASED
ROOSRVELT-CHURCHTLL STATEMENT ON WARFARE ACATNST ENEMY
SUBMARINES FOR APRIL 1944

The following joint Anglo-American statement on
sulmaripe and anti-submarine operations is issued under
the authority of the President and the Prime Minister:

In April 1944, the United Nations' anti-
submarine activity continued at a highly satisfactory
level, Wnile the tempo of U-boat operations was
somewhat lower than in preceding months, the exchange
rate as between U-boats sunk and merchant ships sunk
by U-boats, continues favorable to the United Nations,
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April 8, 1944

SECRET

Director, Office of War Information
Director of Public Aelations, Navy Department

The President kas agreed to the release of the following
statement which was proposed by the Prime Minister:

Mlarch was an active month in the war agalnot
the U=Eoats which operated in widely dispersed areas
froa the Barents Sea to the Indian Ocean,

"The enemy has persevered vainly in stremuous
endeavours to disrupt our flow of supplies to Ruesia
by the northern route.

"Our merchant shipping losses were mainly ine
curred in far distant seas. Though a little higher
than in February, they were still low and the rate
of sinking U-Boats was fully maintained.

\ *The Allied merchant fleet continues to im=
prove both in guantity and quality, but the strength
of the U=boat force remains considerable and calls
lor poweriul efforte by surface and air forces.® \

It is understood that the date of release is April 10.
Very respectfully,

CHESTER C. WOOD,
Us 8. Navy
Assistant Naval Alde to the President.

FCREN




NAVY DEPARTMENT

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
OFFICE OF PUBLIC RELATIONS

WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

7 April, 1944

MEMORANTUM FOR: Cartnain Chestar C. Wood, UBN
1. After submitting the attached propored stotsment

to the Commender in Chief, U. 5. Mleet and the Director,
Office of Wer Information, it is recommended that the
CHER, JR.

gtatement be releseed without changee.
Cormeander, Y. 5. Navy

Acting Director of Publie .Rf.'lnt.".ﬁnu




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

5 April 1944

MEMORANDUK FOR

Director, Office of War Information.
Director of Public Relations, Navy Department.

The following suggestion for the March Submarine War-
fare Statement has been received from the Prime Minister
this date. The Presidant desires any comments you may have
to meke on this statement.

It is requested that your reply to the President be
addressed to the Map Room, The White House.

"March was an esctive month in the war ageinst
the U=-Boats which operated in widely dispersed areas
from the Barents Sea to the Indian Ocean.

"The enemy hes persevered veinly in strenuous
endeavours to disrupt our flow of supplies to Russie
by the northern route.

"Our merchant shipving losses were mainly in-
ecurred in far distent seas., Though a little higher
than in February, they were still low and the rate
of sinking U-Boats was fully meintained.

"The Allied merchant fleet continues to im-
prove both in quantity and guality, but the strength
of the U-Boat force remeins considerable and calls
for powerful efforts by surface and eir forges."

Very respectfully,

um%m C. WOOD,

Ceptain, U. 5. HNavy,
Assistant Naval Aide to the President.

SECRET




FROM: THE PRESIDENT
TO : THE PRIME MINISTER
HO : 514, 7 APRIL 1944

Your 637. I agree on the submsrine statement as pro-

posed by you for release on 10 April.

ROOGEVLLT




5 April 19“:

MEMORANDUR FOR

Direetor, 0ffice of War Information.
Director of Public Relatione, Navy Department.

The followlng suggestion for the Mareh Submerine War-
fare Statement hae been received from the Prime Minister
this date, The Presiddnt desires any comments you may have
to make on this statement.

It 1s requested that your reply to the President De
addressed to the Map Room, The White House.

®iarch was an active month in the war against
the U=Boats which operated in widely dispersed areas
from the Barents Sea to the Indian Ocean.

"The enemy has persevered velnly in strenuous
endeavours to disrupt our flow of supplies to Russia
by the northern route.

"0ur merchent shipping losees were mainly in-
curred in far distant seas. Though a little higher
than in February, they were still low asnd the rate
of sinking U-Boets wes fully maintained.

*The Allied mershant flest contioues to im-
prove both in quantity end quality, but the strength
of the U-Boat force remasins considerable and sells
for powerful efforta by surfasce and eir forces."

Yery reaspectfully,

ChESTAR C. WOOD,
Captain, U. &, HNavy,
Assistant Naval Alde to the Presldent,

copY SECRET
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From: U. S. Military Attache, London, England
To: The President of the United States
Number 637 Flled: 05/1308Z

Prime Minister to President Roosevelt
personal and most secret. Number 637.

I propose the following jolnt statement
regarding U-Boat warfare in March for issue on
April 10. I am also telegraphing the text to
MacKenzle King. Beglins.

March was an active month in the war agalnst
the U-Boats which operated in widely dispersed areas
from the Barents Sea to the Indian Ocean.

The enemy has persevered vainly in strenuous
endeavours to disrupt our flow of supplies to Russia
by the northern route.

our merchant shipping losses were malnly
incurred in far distant seas: Though a little
higher than in February they were still low and
the rate of sinking U-Boats was fully maintalned.

The Allied merchant fleet continues to im-
prove both in quantity and quality but the strength
of the U-Boat force remains considerable and calls

for powerful efforts by surface and air forces.

SEGH
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€  CONFIDENTIAL @

7 Marok 1944

WIMOHANDUM FOR

Direetor, Office of War Informetion.
Director of Publie Relations, Kuvy Depurtment.

The President end the Prine ¥inister have approved
the following joint statement on submerine setivitlez for
February. The stotement ls to be issued by the Office of
Wer Infommation at the egreed tize.

"Dgsplte Lhe inoressing traffic of United Haticns
shipping in the Atlantlec, Februery 1944 wes the lowest
month s to tonmage of Allled merchent ship losses to
enemy U-bost ection eince the United States entered the
war; and Feprunry wes the sscond loweat month of the
entire war.

"jAgoin there were more U-poats destroyed than mer=-
chant vessels sunk, =0 the exchange rnte remeins fevor-
able to the United Netions. In sctusl numbers & few
more U=Loets were sunk in Februery then in January."

Le WATHEWSON,
Colonel, Gemeral Steff,
Assistant to the Militery Alde.

CONFIDENTIAL
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FROw: OFPNaV
TO0 : ALUSHA, LOKDON

WUMBER 488. PoRoUlal AND SECRET. FROL THE PRESIDENT
T0 THE FOHMER NAVAL PLERSON.
Thank you for your message Number 606. We will issue

the stetement without repeat without the last sentence.

ROOSEVELT

THIS COPY for "MR 000.7 (3) Sec. 2"
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SECRET

FROM: OPHAV
T0 : aLUSNA, LONDON

NUMBER 484, FROW Th: PHESIDENT TO THE FOHRMER HAVAL
PERGON.

Your Number 597.

In view agreement for alternate
origination end your originetion last month, I propose the
Tollowing statement for release Merch 10th:

QUUTE, Despite the increasing traffic of United States

shipping in the Atlantic, Februery 1944 was the lowest month
8s to tonnege of Allled merchant ship losses to enemy U-boat
action since the United States entered the war; and February
was the second lowest month of the entire war.
Again there were more U-boats destroyed then merchant
vessels sunk, so the exchange rete remains favorable to the

United Nations. In actual numbers & few more U-boets were

sunk in Februery than in January.
The lack of eggressiveness on the part of the U-boet
continues. UNQUOTE,
ROOSEVALT
THIS COPY for "WH 000.7 (3) Sec. 2"
O 22155 kR F37F
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From: Amembassy London ‘
To: The Fresident of the United States
Number 597 Filed 02/10262

Prime Minister to President Roosevelt. Personal
and most secret,

Here 18 a suggested item for your draft of our mnntﬁly
anti U bost war statement. Provided later information about
sinkings in February 1944 does not considerably increase the
figuf-_ shown below:

“Petruary 1944 vas the best month since the United
3tates ontg!:gﬁ the war.- The total sinkings of all Allied
shipping in February by enemy action only were less than
one £ifth of the sinkings in February 1943, and less than
one ninth of the sinkings in February 1942,

'~ The figures in British notation are:

February 1044, 70,000 tons;

February 1943, 378,400;

PFebruary 1942, 659,500,

We have a very good heul of U boats, too.

EGRET

No 8ig
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[ 4 OFFICE OF WAR INFORMATION OW1-2848

ADVANCE RELEASE: To Be Held in STRICTEST CONFIDEKRCE FOR [GHESTIO
RELEASE and NCT TO BEE USED by PHESS or RADIO
BEFORE 7:30 p.m., EWT, MONDAY, JANUARY 10, 1944

The following joint Anglo-American statement on submarine and anti-
submarine operations is issued under the authority of the President and the
Prime Minister:

1, Total merchant shipping tonnage lost by U-Boat action in
December w¥as again low despite an extension of operating arcas. Fawer
U-Boats were destroyed during the menth by our air and sea forces
owing to several factors, including increased caution by enemy. Our
supply routes were, however, well pecured against U-Boat attack.

2, In 1943 U-boats sank but 40% of the merchant chip tonnage
that they sank in 1942, On the other hand, United Nations merchant
ship tonnage constructed in 1943 aporoximately doubled the tonnage

. delivered in 1942, Nearly half of our tonnage lest for the year
1943 was during the first three months; 27% was lost during the second
quarter of 1943, and only 26% was lost during the last oix months.

- w -
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09 February 1944

From: M. A. London
Tot The President of the United States
Number: 5TH, , Filed 09/1559Z

Prime Minister to President personal and most secret
number 5T4.
. Your number 4%60. It is nearly always better to cut
out adverbs, and adjectives too. The comblnation "Invariably

grossly" is cacophonous. I have advised the Admiralty accord-
ingly.

No 3ig

» ML |

Fooy for "000.7 (8) See. 2°
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8 February 1844

MEMORANTUM FOR
ME. ELMER DAVIS

The President has approved, with cne
slteraticn, the January Submarine Warfare State-
ment as presented by the Prime Minister snd for-
warded to you on 7 February. The word "invariably”
in the last paragraph should be omitted.

1t is requested that the Office of Wer
Information releass, at the agreed time, the state-
ment as altered by the President.

WILSON BROWN,
Hear Admiral, U.5.Havy,
Naval Aide to the Fresident.

fopy for Captain Lovette, Wavy Department.
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SECRET

FROM: OFNAV
TO 1 ALUSMA, LONDON

NUMBER 460, PERSONAL AND SECHET, FROM THE PRESIDENT FOR THE
FORMER NAVAL PERSOMN.

YOUR NO. 571.
WE AGREE WITH YOUR PROPCSED STATEMENT EXCEPT THAT WE WILL OMIT

THE WORD "INVARIABLY™ IN THE LAST PARAGRAPF WHEY PUELISHED IN THIS
COUNTRY .

SEGRET

i e

COPY for "000.7 (3) Sec. 2"




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
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7 February 1544
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MEMORANDUN

MR, ELMER DAVIS
CAPTAIN LELAND P, LOVETTE

mm-ununfwmmhh-rmmﬂn
Statement has just been received from the Frime Winister this date.
mmmuqmnﬁnmwhuh-hw
10100 mele, 8 Fobruary 1844.

It is requested that the above montioned conmente be mddressed
to the President at the Map Foom, The White House.

“The yesr 1544 has opened with a very satisfactory first
‘ m‘.h the Allles inm their continued cempaign sgainst the

“In spite of the limited opportunities to atteck U-bosts
owing to the extreme csuticn now exercised by them, more were
in Jumuary then in December. This has been sccom=
plished by unrelenting offensive motion of our surface and
alr forces.

“The amount of merchant ship tonnage sumk by U=boats
during January 1944 is amonget the lowsst menthly figures
for the whole war.

“The German olaims sheuld, as usual, be ignored as they
are invarisbly grossly exasgerated and issued purely for
propagands purposes.”

WILSON BROWN,
Foar Admiral, U.5. Navy,
Haval Alde to the Presidenmt.



SEGHEL ..

t The ?Hl!.alnt of the United States
No 1 6571, T February 1944

Prime Minister to President Roosevolt personal and most secrat.
The following is our proposed draft for the monthly statemsnt on
the U-boat war. We have sent a copy to UncKengie Eing and have asked
him to communicate with you direct.
Statement begins.
"The yesr 1944 has opened with a very satisfectory first
month for the Allles in their continued campaign against the U-boat.
“In spite of the limited cpportunities to attack U=bonts

ewing to the extreme caution now gxercised by them, more were destroyed

in January then in December. This hes been sccomplished by unrelenting

offensive mction of our surface snd air forces.

#The smount of merchant ship tonnage sunk by U-boats during
Janusry 1944, is amongst the lowest monthly figures for the whole
WAT .

"The Germen claims should, as usual, be ignored as they are
ipveriably grossly exaggersted and igsusd purely for propagsnds pur-
posag.”

Statement ends.

COPY for "00C0.7 (3) Sec. 2"
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