


Folder 9. 011 FRENCH NATTOVAL COMMITTEE (1) Sec. 3. December 22,

= June 27, 1944.
Folder contains communications between FIR and the following
persons re actions of the Committee: Secretary of State
Hull, General Marshall, Churchill, General Ei senhower,

Map Foam Files. 34

BOX 30 (continued) Ambassador Kirk, Averill Harriman, John J. Winant and
Zdwin C. Wilson. Also Military Intelligence reports on the
operations of the French Committee.




® war oeparTMENT B
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING CLASSIFIED MESSAGE

—
="

From: CG Allied Force Headquarters, Algiers, Algeria

To: War Department
CG U2 Army Forces in the European Theater of
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¥o. FX 65175 27 June 1944

From AFHQ to for action AGWAR, USFOR FX 65175.
FWB to OWI and FWE signed Wilson cite FHFWI.

Summary of French political intelligence report
no 32 for veek ending June 25th.

Invaslon excitement now quieted to calm confidence.
French success on Elba or activities French Forces of in-
terior as described by SHAEF communiques seem to interest
#renchmen here more than gradual liberation by Anglo Ameri-
can arma. Desire exiasts for information 1life in liberated
territory and great importance is mscribed role M Coulet
regional commissioner of Republie. Communists in Alglers
violently attacked him for recent declaration to foreign
oress concerning relative innocence Vichy appointed sub
prefect M Rochat and possibility his reeppointment else-
vhere. Article written for Communist veekly "Liberte" sup-
pressed by French censors was to be headed "The scandalous
de=claration of M Coulet protectoi of the prefects and the
mayors of Virhy". It seeks to prove Coulet justifying
double Jew rolicy. Tone of article suggests writer had
no knowledge of facts prompting Couleta statement and repre-
aents M Bonte as most explosive like his earlier speeches
in consultative assembly. Gaullist weekly "Combat" however,
pralses Coulet for conduct affairs in Normandy and for show-
ing not intention of new authorities to shoot all Vichy
appointed officials. Communists strong line regarding treat-
ment Vichy officials may be first signs recrudesence party
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members in North Africa ever since 2 appointed commissalres
last April. Faet they have something to say and demanding
public platform also evident in letter addressed by aasembly
communist delegation to Fresident Govin expressing astonish-
ment at postponement 5th session which wvas to be debate on
1iberation of France. Debate originally set for 21st now
poatponed to Monday 26th.

Communistas letter circulating in leaflet form says
"A postponement which lookes 1like and obstruction"”. Fact is
De Gaulle advised against such public discussion at moment
negotiations still in progress in London. This hurt assembly
AMOUR FROFPRE and feeling kept in dark they sent De Gaulle
formal request for declaration on governments position and
statement on situation in liberated territory. De Gaulle
nelieved to have acceded reluctantly and his Monday declara-

tion may only be formal one.

Reverse of this compunist leaflet bears manisfeato
gs*ving "Hational rising for liberation of France is spread-
ing from hour to hour all over Freach territory. Hence

Communist party demands:

1. Immediate massive despatch of arms wunitions
to French patriots. '

5. Intensive organizaticn military treining for
all young Algerians regardless race religion from age 15.

3. Maximum increase war effort in Army industry
and agriculture.

4. Reshaping provisional government to be image
of France at war." Commnists may make first and fourth
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demands their battle cry during coming weeks. First ls
familiar certainly wont be dropped. Demand for government
reshuffle may become louder. Communiste want participation
in administration of united forces of patriotic youth (or-
ganization claiming to combine all youth movements in France)
snd of COT and AMY also desire resignation of some of present
commissaires.

Noteworthy is difference betwesn tone of Comwunist
references to resistance and that in communiques from com-
missariat A L Interieur. Where communists announce "Natlonal
rising’'spreading from hour to hour" commissariat declares for
sxample in Friday communique that "The forces Francalses
D L Interieur are fight on French soil a battle which will
finally develop into the national rising which is the last
stage of the struggle of the French people for their libera-

1on". Divergence of views is clear between those who de-
sire every Frenchman be given weapon and sent into action

st once without refesrence to Allied strategy and those
vho prefer that resistance conserve its trained armed force
not seek combat except in self defense and carry out assigned

program of sabotage. This conflict exists among resistants
in assembly.

French officials accompenying De Gaulle to Normandy
aesm very please with results and report welcome reassuringls
fervent though relatively few Frenchmen knew what De Gaulle
looka 1ike. Event was considered not only historic but as
supreme test of De Gaulles popularity largely buillt up from
outside France. De Gaulle's task in Normandy was to turn
legend and symbol into flesh and blood. Fleasure now
felt in official cireles probably not unmixed with relief
at vhat they feel is corrcboration their faith in De Gaulle'e

leaderahip.
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Frenchmen here believe civil administration liberated
areas is working satisfactorily through French liaison offl-
cers and publie see no reascn regret administration by G 5.
Also widely believed that Iondon technical conversations be-
tween French and British experts will shortly conclude in
agresment. Authordtative quarters here however suggest De
Gaulle unwilling commit himself before golng Weshington ex-
sapt to accept terms in prineiple which if accepted by
Americans would then be signed simultaneously by the three
povers. President Roosevelt's recent press conference
statement that more of France to be liberated before any
discussions civil administration has not dispelled suspiclon

in high quarters provision that US has no intentlion ever com-
mitting self to any agreement with De Gaulles "Provisional
Government” .

Current issue "Marseillaise” (now simply vehicle
for Quiliecis weekly article) features open letter to Mr
Roosevelt by. Guiliel saying “May the United States remain
what they are the country of Washington of Lincoln and of
honest men". In heavily sarcastic style artiele attributes
to Mr Roosevelt post war plan for four power councll of
nations excluding France and then dlascusses American de-
signa on French posseasions with gquotations from recent
article in "United States news". Quilici concludes that
by not recognizing De Gaulle America intends make France one

, of guilty nations after war and so justify cutting off pleces

her smpire. This elaborate argument not widely heard and
not worth reporting except that Qullicis articles reputed
inspired by influential quarters close De Gaulls.

Assembly S5th session to open Monday 26th. Principal

subjects for debate: Haurious project for reestablishment
Republican legislation and "Provisional Govermments” projected
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ordinance for courts to deal with collaborators. Another
ordinance by De Menthon elaborates exact legal definition
of collaboration. Session may be stormy as each party
wvants appear strongest most vigorous prior to assembly's
anticipated transfer to France,

Last Friday assexbly's finance commission heard
Mendes France on his negotiations with U8 Treasury on
1ssue liberation currency. Any delesgate allowed attend
and meeting took form of small secret session. Mendes France
at onset offered give any information desired answer any
questions invited interruptions. Main guestion was what
he had done to prevent issuing liberation France and what
consultation if any Awerican authorities had held with
him. Other questions chiefly lease lend. While Mendea
France apparently convinced commission his mission diffi-
cult apparently not yet succesaful disslipating doubts can
cerning his dealings with authorities issuing liberation
currency. Hearing will continue Monday.

Combined metropolitan and extra metropolitan re-
slstance groups have written ascembly president demanding
dissclution Algerian consell general and resignation M
Serda parlimentary delegate to assembly and deputy for
Bone. Serda an Algerian colony owdef of-~large estates and
one of foremost wine and tobacco merchants in Algerla has
taken lsading part in colony's opposition to native reforms
and was involved in consell general recent attacks on the
provisional administration. With other influential cclony's
and M Mallayme recently arrested Serda is believed been
member opposition group declaring no allegiance to De Gaulle
Government which they consider 1llegally constituted. This
colonial group also propose Algeria have status of dominion
with complete independence from French government for in-
ternal affairs.
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During week Communist Socialist and Resistance
groups in asspmbly and all but rightist elements ocutside
it united in attacking M Glacobbi Commissaire A La Produc-
tion et Ravitaillement and senator for Corsica vho has been

bitterly criticized by colleagues and by press for ineffi-
ciency especlally regarding cereal stocke crop estimates
and stock plling for France., News of possible famine in
Paris has made many realize France's needs and inadequacy
of relief preparations is deeply felt.

Gilacobbi also eriticized for signing contracts with
large food producers entsiling payment heavy sums. Critics
fesl requisition orders not contracts best also charge he
is sympathetic with Algerian councils views due to his
relations with great colonists especlally M Borgeaud whose
release from detent'on he allegedly sollicited. Another
charge 1s he refuses surrender property confiscated from
Jews under Vichy racial laws. His predecessor Diethelm
had drawn up order cancelling confiscations and Glacobbl
allegedly disposed of it naturally incurring hostility of
immense Jewish and part Jewish population in North Africa.
His opposition to demands for internment wealthy colonists
and merchants charge with trafficking with enemy under Vichy
regime has also drawn fire of Communists. Moreover, Glacobbl
allegedly removed fairly competent personnel in Commissariat
left by Disthelm and replaced them with fellow Corsicans
for political reasons to detriment efficiency.

M Le Troquer nominated April Commissaire Delegue A
L Administration Des Territoires Metropollitains Liberes
still remains plgiers. On De Gaulles return from London Le
Troguer reportedly requested permission proceed to England
complaining also of not being kept informed of activities
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officials in Normandy technically under him. De Gaulle
reportadly abruptly refused travel permission and scene
ensued. At moment Le Troguer seems unlikely to take up
post.

General Chadebec De Cavalade cne of military judges
Pucheu trail nominated Freénch representative at Rio De
Janerio with rank ambassador. Customary formal request
for his acceptance sent Brezilian Government. De Cavalade
was chief Franch military mission to Brazil 1938 to 41
wvas instructor military school at Rio and is acquainted
with most leading officers of Brazilian Army. Nomination
not yet published officially (see FPIR number 12 for

biographical note.

END
ACTION: G-2 (OWI)
INFO : OFD
Gen Hilldring
Col Park
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IN LONDON HAVE ALSO BEEN REITERATED HERE IN PRESS AS

WELL AS IN PUBLIC AND PRIVATE OFFICIAL STATEMENTS.

ALTHOUGH OFFICIAL NON MILITARY RELATIONS ARE GENERALLY

DESCRIBED AS "VERY Low" THE FRIENDL INESS UF_IEE_EEEELE

HAS INCREASED APPARENTLY WITH THE REALIZATION OF THE
IN THE AMERICAN L IBERATION EFFCRT.
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WwiLL SETTLE PRESENT DIFFICULTIES.

16...COMINCH. . .ACT
CNO...20G../NAVAID . o 200P. e

!rigmainr COMNAVNAW( ADM) 1 [;,.”u; " NCR 9224 page 2 ot 2

N da¥-18-31

RITLL

SECRET

S ——————




- ..‘_--\.t" %

@ WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING CLASSIFIED MESSAGE
RESTRIOTED

From: US Military Attache, London, England.

To: War Department
Nri 13328 15 June 1944
Sr Nr 13328.

Seems doubtful if Churchill can long postpone aome
further declaration on British polley toward De Gaulle.
Only his prestigé in Commons vague promise of settlement
of relations with FNCL staved off stropg demand Wednesday
from many members for speclfic statement.

Times today again jolns other papers in asking ;
extended recognitlon of De Gaulle and calls present impasse
perilous to Britlsh interests.

Most labor and Liberal MFS belleved in favor recog-
nition French committee as provisional government while
conservatives divided. Many conservatives share Prime

Minieter'® alleged dislike of De Gaulle and resent press
oampaipgn to force lssue Iin US and here. De Gaulle not
believed to have accomplished much in London with British

Government.

End
ACTION: a-2
INFORNATION: OFD
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US URGENT

4686, Twelth

Following is complote toxt of intorview.given
by General de Gaulle to Fronch Indepondent .[goncy
in BEnglish trenslation by cgoency;

"Qguestion: Is Genoral de Goulle informod of
Prosident Roosevelt's decleration regording on
cventual wvisit teo the Unitod Statost

Inswer: Yes, I havo soen hiz declaration.
Necdlesa to say I would be wery honored to go tho
Thited Stotes, and visit the Prosident Roosovelt.

;j__gg_ﬂng§l§p thﬁ_?rnsidﬂnt was good onough to ask
Admirel Fenord, who was going to Llpiera bn a sorvice
e 0 007 o, Bt hio- oA e innsod to os

mo in Vashington if I so dosired., I immodiotoly

gnawered that I would bo glad to go and talk over

with the President tho probloms of commeoa intorcst
to the

o/l/ PR i

T —




-2~ #4686, Twolth, from London

to the United Statecs and Prnoce, President Rocacvelt
thon Inforncd me of the daotes, now published, con
which this vislt would bo possiblo.

Quoation=: Arc you satisficd with the deovolopment
of military cporations in Nermendy?

inswer: Tho Tirst part of the battlo consistod
of a dircct lending of a great number of troops ond
a vast quentity of supplics on the Normon boochca.
I consider thet this vory difficult oporetion has
boon carricd out porfoctly in spito of both tho
unfaverable sea and westher conditicns, ond cnemy
rosistonco. A8 for tho following developments, we
miat walt. ii‘nr the timo boing, ono must bo calm,
roady for ony emergoncy, tmd ccenfident.

Quostion: Vhet is the state of negetiation
betwoen tho Allies and France concorning Fronch
.t;,dminiatn;tim in tho libcrated torritorica?

fnawer: A4t tho prosent thore is unfortunctoly
no agrocment botwecn the Fronch Government ond tho
L11icd Governments concerning thoe cocperation of
Ldrdnistraticn with tho Allicd orrdes in liberctod
Fronch metropolitan torritory. * Furthoernere, thoe
proolamotlion addressed to the PPronch pooblo hy Gonarcl
Elisonhower on June 6th and thé cne “ublished todo]
seam to foreshadow a sort of taking-over

powey
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power in Frence by tho Allied Militory Commnnd.

This situation is obviously not acccptable for us,
and it night proveke in Frapcc incldents which, it
sooms to us, must bo avoided. On the othcr hond, the
issue in Frenco of o sc-czlled French currcney with-
out any agroement end without any gucrentoe from tho
Fronch cutherity cen only 1End to soricus complica-
ticns.

Lt a momeont when the battle is belng joined
on the soil of Francoc, the French Government is coger
in tho common intorost to sec an ond to such confusicn
ond infrinpement.

Concluding the interview the Genercl do Goullo
gaid:

Frarnce warcs wor like her Lllics, end with hor
illics. 8he brings into the pgrect bottle for tho
1iberaticn of the world a2 contribution of all the
fntornel and oxternal forces and hor dispesal, and
sho ¢ndurcs o greet dool of sufforing for tho scke
of the ceormen vietory, Temorrow sho will contributo
to tho scttlement of tho eonflict; but it is obvicusly
in full sovereignty thot sho Intends to wego wer

today, end tomorrow to meke the ponco.”

UIM/NT
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ending June 4. mnmmm-wwmunurm

Detente due io De Gaulle'’s impending Lemden trip rep-

erted last week soon dissipated by New Yerk Time stery pub-
lished here that ne special American Plenipetestiary weuld
ge Lenden. This fellewed by Reuter Diplemmtic Observer re-
port that Eisemhever had sccepted respensibilities adminis~

tratien liberated France and that Civil Affaire efficers will

chedae between Vichy cellaberaters apd secret patriets.
Mayers prefects will bs maintained in eoffice if can preve
have net cellabersted. Accepting this at fase valus Frenoh
offieials vere dismayed that French autherities net te cen-
trel appeintments.

Questien French severeignty thus raissd again. Rumer

zaid De Gaulle '-n.'.ul deleay E unless American Trepresen-
e in

tative designated. et never stipulated cen-
ditiens mersly intiut.-d ameng ether desidereta he weuld
like tripartite cenversatiems. French hri of ferei
gerrespndents suggested De Gaulle might ve. lay thf‘
uito:l;r if alleged conditiems not met. hrhlp- tve reasons
for taking this line. Either Wa: perviocs hemestly
mistakenly believed Do Gaulle set itiens er attempted
trial balleon test Allled reactien. [Dut seme evidence De
Gsulle reprimanded prese service so line taken perhaps pre-
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duot of imeptitude, Moamvhile dailies preminently
queted British American ami even prosa te show

demand abread for epaning cemversatiens with French
sienal Gevernmont. Fioally
out Franoe maying jeuraey Bt envisaged was feund
nuuu:{; Article plamed Tereign presn fw wrengly sugg-
esting 1t pestpensd er abandemed (in fact Premch press
services prebably eriglpally imspived these tioms)
and went sn te say questien of recegnitien me sub ject
for diseussiom,

Sewe Fremch quarters imclined te blame White House
fov dolay spening France Allied discussiens and allege
British gevenment at varlance with United States em pelioy
tovard France, These whe mainiain America net imtending cemn-
sult Prance cemcerning future Europe o welld fimd fresh
evidense im HEnll's plans fer discussiens between feur grest
pewers; Oreat Britian, Russis, US ani China. Fremch neted
vith satisfecition that Chuechill im recent speech

Franse feurth great powar.

theught tripartite cenversatiems weuld require varieus ex-
port sdvisers. He nov cemnsiders scope af espversations may

CM-IE-5810 (7 Jun 44%)
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be marrewer than anticipated, Selected Cemmiesaires will
ge Lepden if needed.

Oenseil General Dalger centinued subjest vielemt
attacks in 6 cemsecutive leading articles im AJF Muhliuin.
Left daily. Main criticism of Cemsell General 1s al-

wiumsmmiummumim
c 1tutien they vere less articulate when Vichy vielated

same cemstitutiem thus implylng republican censclemee of
higerian Counsillers is enly stirred vhem fimd ewn right

mm delicate 'ﬁlﬁim g-'l‘ll!‘:‘ = ‘;1t:tl¢
8 pr er 8
tiefere the werld. Consell General rmnd s

Anti Cemammist greup sed by ﬂgm Comaa-
unist Party vhe have pﬂt.utui in letter te De Gaulle against
intrigues of Fifth Colum. Cemsunists allege attempt dis-
trodit previsienal government snd undermine war effert. In
defense President Freger and Cemselil Gemsral's best knewn
psmber M. Serda Deputy fer Bene ard member censultative
assembly declared that CFLN had frequeatly acted wmoemstit-
atli especially in arbitrary iea messures and

against intermment om tical greundls, Reply te

this previded by arrost aud intermiut of N Mellayme anneun-
ced Ssturday evening. Semater for Algiers sad watil Allied
ilanding cemsidered Petain's porsemal adviser en Nerth African
affairs Mallarme 12 accused of anti natiemal asts familiar
and cemveniemtly vague charge. Many Fremchmen especially
resistance delegates of Assembly have frequestly express
astenishment that such & self cenfessed cellaberatienist

CM-IN-5810 (7 Jun b4)
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5t111 at liberty and even prewinent in Alglers public ceremenies.

3eme cireles belisve his duiies cennected with Pecent act-

ivities Censeil Cenoral and believe he teek leading part

behini scemes, Mallarmes sympathizers cemplain gevernment
invarisbly sccused eof Petainisme apd anti netismal

activities.

Direct result of Consell Gemeral pelitical discus~
sions was dismissal of Huscatelli whe as of Algiors
had preregative lmewn as gquestien prealable te atep dis-
oussion questiems he judges eutside prevince ef Cemseil
General. CFLN censiders Huscatelli failed in duty by net
ssepping discussien of gevernment peliocy and criticism of
paspubly members.

News widespread threugheut Alglers this week theugh
not allewed in press that Ml Lemmigre Dubreuil and his fermer
oecretary Rigaud Secretary ef Interier under Darlan had
escaped frem Merecce inte & and Rigaud fer seme time
liﬂ:hin residenee Surve ® in Mereece. Lemaigre Dubreuil
was oved ecirculate Treely im Ferth Africa. Wyrrant was
issued fer Rigaud's arvest ers speape became kmewn. App-
arently fervarned he teosk steps lsave ceuntry with wife and
m.-umi f=entier Clardlestinely during first wesk in May.
Lomud Dubreuil follewed about fertnight later. HIs pass
iss by Girauvd sutherizing ﬂnit;.mrt in Merecce
recently countersigned by (Gensral . tter believed
reprimanded. Lemsigre Dubreull had ne autherizatiem crees

Merececan berder where he vas stepped and turned back. He

CM-IN-5410 (7 Jun %)
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returned Rabat but few days later reached Spanish Merecce.
Search of his beuse in Algiers revealed mest papers taken
#ith him. Belisved Teo have travelled with Rigawd te Spain.

Their flight fellewed by circulatien rumers there is
guthering 1ia Spain of Feench persenalities sueh as Bernmet
de Menzie, Negues and Pieotwl allegedly arranging establish
French geverrment of lermer» ministers, generals and asmbass-
aders they heps mers acceptable te Allies that CFLN and names
sf Chatemps .ﬁ Alsxis Llﬂ:iﬂl:r n-uu: far this shadew
Sovernment . test elaberatien tale is that B
Lomaipre Dubreuil and Rigaud have arrived Lﬂn.w

Twe impertant desrses issued this week. First mmkes
Ferces Francailses de L'Interisur :.nnfnl part of Fremeh
Armed Perces with cams legal right pr +» FFI ineludes
all fighting units and mervices em . itan territery
v*hese erganizatien and leaders are recegnized by the gevern-
wmant. As territery 1o liberated ew c¢laim te FFI member-
ship will be verified by appeinted ity.

Second deecrse was erdinance ef June 2nd changil
title of CFLN to Frevisienal Government of Fremeh R ie.
Celay in publishing erdimence (new 3 weeks since Assembly
metien) believe due te disagreement ameng CFLN mewbers as te
visdem of adeopting nov title. Massigli um
strenususly for retaining eriginal name. inance
aloar ne in powers erigimally allecated te CFLN ner

in cemstitutien of provisicnal government after liberatien

CH-IN-5410 (7 Jun 44%)
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as provided in erdinamce of April 21, Ne intertiem of
Commlppaires te Ministewrs. Thums

te ef Assembly but apparently makes ne
vhatever and thers is little public interest.
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Col Park
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From: Allied Force Headquarters, Alglers, Algeria

To: ¥War Department
N F-51120 26 May 1944
P-51120 from Svitzer for Bissell signed Wilson.

Noted induptrialist Lemalgre Dubereull acomased of
being symarchist who was instrumental in bringing Cirsud to
Horth Africa escaped € landestinely ascross Spanish Morocean
frontier night of 1920 May vith Rigaud former Commissionsr
of Imterior under Giraud before De Gaulles arrival in Horth
Africa. Dubrenil bad been turned back from border 12 May
because papers were ot in order. At that time he carried
En to elreulate freoly in North Afrira signed by Oemersl

thouart. Dubreuil bags were pleked up at border and teken
to Tanglers by an Ameriean Off'lcer.

Too late to apprehend them the French Surete Fation-
al issued warrante for arrest of both Dubreuil and Rigaud
on Fcun- of Alleged Comspirsey against De Oaulle Govern-
ment. Rumors eirculating im Freansh Oovermment eircles in
Alglers Tubrsuil and Rigaud are im Lisbon vhere they

have seen t De Monzie and 8. Are reported to be
to resch London or United States to see Chautemps
oxis Leger.

Americans are sccused of ha helped their escape
from Morceco and of seeing thew in Iis this has caused
resentment especially as Bonnet De Momzie and Chautempa are
nu:z-!'r-r Vichy group whom De Gaullist Fremeh fear Allies
may with {ter Liberation of France rather than with

CM-IN-208463 (27 May 43)
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From: Allied Force Headquarters, Alglers, Algerias
Br: P-51120 26 May 1944

French Committes. Bethouart connectiom also viewed serious-
ly in Fremch oircies.

FPar reaching consequances of ineident believed
possible im ce rach s Allied relations with French are

wmmwauu-mnnm ra-
port subject wvee report on politieal tremds in

North Africa sent in 02 pough.
Fo 8ig

ACTION: G-2
INFORMATION: OFD

Col Park

Log
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From: (G Allied Force Headquarters, Alglers, Algeria

To: VWar Department
Supreme Headquarters, Allied Expeditlionary Forces
London, land
CO0 US Forces the Puropean Theater of Oparations
ILondon, England

Rr P %6812 16 May 1944

To AGWAR for Combined Chiefs of Staff. Repeated
USFOR for British Chiefs of Staff, Unity london, Hg MAAF,
CINC Med Naples, Fairbanks, signed Wilson cite FHGCT
F46812 TO® SECRET.

Ensuing ia Eﬂ‘ ?Gil

1.The French Committee of ..atlonal T.1berai lon Las sub-
mitted commenrts on the terms of agreament betwean the FCN.,
&nd the CC3. Following are observations of this Hgq on the
French commente which have been forvarded to you through
the State Department

2:Paras 1, 2 end 3 of French note appear to deal with
& matter of political rather than military importance. No
comments on these paras

3. Reference para 4 of French note It 1s felt we should
accede to some extent to Frecch demanis. FExtent howsver
should be strictly limited by security requirements. We
should bs obliged to pass to the French High Command anly
the general plan for oconduct of operations together with
an outline of the commend orgeanizstion and the Franch
troops vho are to perticipate. Moreove:, tLiu agiraement
should stipulate that only specific individuels of the
FCRL are to be given this information end that they should
be found to hold 1t secr-et. It 1s unazceptable from a
security standpoint to have cur plans for futurs cperations

O -XR -125500 (17 Nay +4) 3 !
TOF BECRE®? I..J.

+a )L SECRET COPY No. 3§
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From: CQ Allied Force Hesdquarters, Alglers, Algeria
Nr: F 46812 16 May 1944

discuseed by the FCNL as a body. We should limit
the persons to receive this ipformation on the government
side to the president of the vommittee and those vitally
concerned with the partioular operation.

Subpara. The agreement should stipulate that wvhile
the head of the FCNL has a right of appeal this should be
consldered 2 military matter and the appeal should be male
to che CC2. This is exsctly in conformity with the pro-
cedure in effect as regards the U3 and British Forces in
this theater. It is considered indispensable that in the
agresment the French should Le bound %o procsed with Lhe im-
plementation of any plan decided upon peuaing the decilsion
in any appeal they should make. Otherwise, we should have
no assurance that any plan we make will not be shot down
in the last moment. It should bs pointed out in cornection
with fourth subpara of para 4 that the responalbility for
the security of L and C and the maintenarce of ipternal
order is that of the CINC in the theater of operations. Un-
der this conception the French role will be to undertake
such administrative and security measuras as vere delegated to
them by the theater commander.

Subpara. Tho statement in subpara % of 4% that the
FIRL could not release operational control of unarmed units
is n~% in accordanceg with current ppactice. In this theater,
the Operational control of all French naval units, rearmed
and otherwise, 13 exerclsed by the allled navel commander
in accordance with CCS 358 (revised). Tnis allied control
and command of French Faval Units is considered indispen~-
sable to effiocient naval operation in this theater.

ON-18-12559% (17 May &4)
TOP SECRET
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Prom: CO Allied Forces Headquarters, Alglers, Algeria
Bir: F 46812 16 May 1944

Subpara. The French up to now have noft insisted upo
any control in ragard to the employment of rearmed French A
Units. In the past when a French Air Unit was ready, the
Franch Air Commander in Chief has notified MAAF. MAAF has
then assigned the unit to duty and assumed operational con-
trol of the unit. This inforaal arrangemsnt has worked
well in the past but z more formal agreement would be advar
ageous. It should, however, evold 2ofinition as to the man
in which rearmed French Air Forces should be organized,
or we may be faced with a demand to define the program for
the development of a French tactical slr force more clearly
than we have done up to nov. This might prove embarrassing
at this stage.

Subpara. The French statement that the FCNL does
not allow control of rearmed units to pass to Allied Comm-
and 18 true in this theater with regard to ground forces on
This lack of allied control of ground forcss has on several
occasions led to confusion and has reduced the military
sfficlency of allled operations.

Subpara. Finally, the gquestion of allied command
ani apsrational control will bscome more important. Thers-
fore, it is strongly recommende® that a written ngrn-nnt
similar to the naval egreement be entered into with the
FNCL vhich will imsurs that gll Prench land, sea and air
forces that are rearmed by UZ or Great Britain should auto-

matically come under allied operational control.

P. 4. WVith reference to para 5 of the Prench note.
This theater is prespaved to make certain concessions toward
the French in thie matter. For example, it ie expected the
u French officer will command the nd forces of the
forthooming allled Dperation &t a, and the gquestiox
of French commafid 1n any operation involving large numbexs
of French troops is alvays considered. It is felt. K howvaver
Ca-IN-12555 (17 May 44)

ToF S ECRET

SECRET COPY No.

THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN ad-TETE




1 SECRET ']

WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER )

INCOMING (MESSAGE Sé‘ﬁﬁ

ot

From: CG Allied Force Headquarters, Alpiers, Algeria
Nr: P 46812 16 May 1944

that the employment of a French Commander in any particular
cperation should be considered with reference to that opesrat-
ion rather than covered by a goneral polley.

. 5. Referasnce Para 6 of the French note. The
Franch view hers 13 acceptable.

6, Reference para T of the French note. In reas-
pect to secret communications in this theatsr we should
agrss to the highest French formetion present having its own
secrat radio communicatione with tue French High Command.
Hovever, this sscret chennel should cnly be used for political
and admipistrative matters. It should never bs used for opers
ational matters.

No 31ig

ACTIOR: Cc/8

INFO : (en. Arnold
Adm. King
Col. Park
OFD

E:g. Biassell

CH-I1N-125659 (17 May M¥) 08252  vha
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BLACK 75 28 April 1944
{Habeaw trip) :

The PRESIDENT TO GelEHAL sakobALL.

Baplying to your memorandum of 25 April reporting
ineistence py the French Comnittee in Algiers that military
matters be handled on & political level as between government,
it is my desire that at the present time military questions
which involve the French Forces be handled directly between
the Allied Commander-in-Chief and the French Military zuthor-
ities and not &8s between one soverelgn government in full
possession of its sovereighty snd another government which

has no de facto sovereignty. ©OSlgned F. D. R.
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April 28, 1644

MEBORANDUM FOR:
GENEBAL MARSHALL,

in u roseat ssoret despatoh from Allied
Foree Hesdquarters, Algiers, to the War Depart-
ment, Oeneral DeCaulle is guoted as saying in

Mﬁm thanks to Britishe

hm-wﬂlm-m-—r-ﬂ
mﬂu_ﬂ-mmﬂmm
alleged statemant.

Regards frowm all,




DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

April 15, 1944

SEGRE[ MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

A telegrem from Chapin at Algiers, dated April 13,
reports & call he received from a member of General
Gireud's ateff. The latter hesrd from & frlend in the
Committee that at Tuesday's meeting the Commlssicner of
War toock the position that his (Giraud's) refusal to
accept the post of Inspector Ceneral in time of war
constituted insubordination. In the circumstences
General Girasud has asked whether (a) this Government
would agree to his proceeding to the United States in the
event that he 1s refused permission to go to England and
(b) whether this Government would make representations
to General de Gaulle in his behalf in the event that he
is placed under restricted resldence.

Chapin adds that he conslders both possibllities
remote but he feel:s that we have an obligsetion to glve
an early reply.

With your spproval I suggest that Chapln be
instructed to reply informally and orally; that he bend
every effort toward having Giraud go to England rather
than the United States if he leaves North Afrlca; that
he meke known to Giraud however that he would be welcome
in this country at any time; that we cannot belleve
de Gaulle or the Committee would go so far as to place
Giraud under restricted residence and that consequently
we cannot cive a definite decision on 8 question which
we regard as purely hypothetiecal.

s

Blals L0, 18 Apr é; {(President,
lobcaw, to cec hull, Washington). Yo
Re your memo of April 15 in re General *j’ Fpﬂ
Giraud, your recommendation meets with I~ jdr
my approval. ,()”A B
%}F' {h
W

e — ———_——
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THE CHIEF OF STAFF
WASHINGTON

24 April 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

With reference to your memoran-
dum of 21 April, General Giraud's presence
in Englend in such a cepacity might cause
General Eisenhower difficulty or embarrass-
ment at a time when he should be free to
deal with major problems. A message has
been sent to Eisenhower asking him for his
comments on Generzl Girsud's assignment to
his staff in an advisory capacity. As soon
as General Eisenhower's views are received
they will be transmitted to you.

SECRET
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O SECRET

April 24, 1944

m m ~ m
m_Em

(ssd) G. C. MARSHALL

Chief of Btaff.

RETURN TO ORIGINATING OFFICE IN WAR DEPT.

SHOWING ACTION

SECRET
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
Weshington, D. C.

25 April 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:
Subject: Employment of French Forces.

The United Stantes Chiefs of Staff ere aware of your
desire that all military matters bDe handled directly be-
tween the Allied Commender in Chief, Mediterranean, and
the French Military authorities, and not on & government
or committes basls.

Guided by this policy, the United States Chiefs of
Staff, during Combined Chiefs of Staff consideration of
an agreement proposed by the French Committee concerning
the employment of French military foreces in future opera=-
tions, insiste# that the instrument be accomplished on &
military level. As & result of the United States stand,
the Combined Chiefs of Staff dispatched an amended draft
agreement to Generel Wilson who was instructed to negoti-
ate the agreement with the French Comcittee.

Subsequently, the Secretary of Stste was informed by
the American Mission at Alglers that the French Committee
ineists that this agresement be consummated between the
Committee and the United Stetes and British Govermnments.
On receipt of this information the British Chiefs of Staff
informed the Combined Chiefs of Staff that they now believe
the matter whould be handled on the politieal level as he=
tween governments, and that the Foreign Office agrees with
this view. The British Chiefs of Staff are, therefors,
examining the comments of the French Committee in detail
and will forward their views to the Forelgn Office.

For the Joint Chiefs of Staff;

Chief of Staff, U.S. Army.

L il s o | A 2 Sl e - —_ X T P . m-.-i“lﬂ



5 WAR DEPARTMENT
SSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING CLASSIFIED MESSAGE

$-E-C~R-E-T

From: CG Allied Force Hesdquarters, Alglers, Algeria

To : War Department
No : P 37225 : 25 April 1944
Hall PWB F-37225 to OWI and PWE signed Wilson cite

FHPWO ALWAD 25851.

Summary of French political intelligence report number
23 for week ending April 23. .

b Friday afternoon e held ess conferepce &
very rare event in Algilers. ement he
declared that on eve of important perhaps dauiaive militery

upomutiuns he -_nd aeveral -uints concernl: - ,P irg
] g ions

(A). He welcomed Hulls speech of 9th and agreed
Atlantic Charter not in itself solution to postwar Turopean
rroblems .

(B). PFrance interested in closest tiles with 2 geno-
cratic and anti fascist Italy.

(C). CFIN has considered guestion of armed forces
voting for constituent assembly should be decided by re-
Presentative assembly successor of present consultative
nsgembly.

(D). Prenchmen will accept no administration that
1s not French.

(F). Arms supply te French resistance grestly im- ,f e ?

st 3 months thanks to British. /AR .
(F). Time to talk of French Arfy's liberation role
will come after liberation.

(G). Differences of opinion between CFIN and Assembly
normal in democratic regime, natural and desirable thet all
Frenchmen should not think exactly alike.

e (H). Natural Franco Soviet bond exists without formal_
reaty.

IIJ. France is directly interested in Pacific war

aoc Indo China and other possessions. Though France {/
aE % 301

proved

moment must concentrate forces on Europe she does not
vield right to any Pacific possessions and intends fullest

possible participation in common struggle.

CM-IN-18835 (25 Apr 44) ))&Lb/
S~E~C-R-E-T [
e/l F 28
o/ trer CoPY No.
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Page 2
From: CG Allied Force Headquarters, Alglera, Alperis
Ro : P 37225 25 April 1944

(F). It 1z unfortunately true many bombs fell on
France and certain many more will in future. One can unlg;,
hope r?idl are prepared as expertly as posalble.

K). The fear of CFIN and its President establishii|
dintatorship in France was an old story. Some saild De
Geulle wanted to be dictator others that he wished re-
gstablishment of Third Republie with men of past. 35till
others declared he was ready hand over France to communism.
These contradictions not worth answering. France will
never accept dictatorship French or any other.

(L). oOrganization of Allied High Command did not
Jjustify post of Frenech Commander in Chilef unless the govern-
ment had delegated certain of 1ts own responsibilities re-
garding conduct of war. The government wished able ubtilize
General Girauds great experience in advisory capacity.
(There followed eulogy of Girauds military career and assur-
ance he would head troops entering Metz)., No particularly
embarrassing queations were asked. De Gaulle answvered with
great composure and assurance.

This weeks 'Liberte" publishes speech by fndre Marty
to Communist party members in Alglers deslgned to explain
commmnists role in CFIN reiteration no compromise on terms
by which communists first agreed enter Committee and clalm-
ing party chose moment and laid down conditions namely that
communists choose men for post and that selected men act
under party orders. Marty attacked "Fifth Column" decloring
it responsible for campaipgn against entrance of "Mzison Carree"
communistes into CFIN. DBut De Gaulle accepted nominaticn of
Billoux and communists accepted his proposition to choose
second commissaire from those more recently from France in
rveraon of Fernand Grenler. Marty sald only communists had
entered government with clear precise program and he re-
gretted same not true of other democratlic parties. UWhlle
declaring communiats representation in CFLN not proporticnate
to partys strength influence in France he deplored absence
from government of represcntatives of CGT, Front Natlonal and

CM-IN-18835 (25 Apr 44)
§-"-C-R-E-T
: CoPY No. 28
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From: COG Allied Force Headguarters, Algiers, Algoria
e : F 37225 25 April 1944

Porces Unles De 1a Jeunesse. Marty went on to criticize
ordinance for post liberation eivil and military povers,
failure to uwnify army and manner in which radlo and pross
pr&uthauim pest of Commander in Chief'. He
urged ¢ ats to support France Combattante increase
discipline and redouble efforts.

This wveeks Combat” published replies by EBC French
Section and Pierre Maillaud AFI director to article entitled
Les Dissidents already criticized by Frenay as sectarian.

Recrranization of France Afrique has made 1t a govern-
ment mouthplece. Example this week was favorable comment
on CFLE ordinance of April 14 not yet published concerning
organization of provisional government in France.

Mederic reusistance delegate returned to France after
last session of assembly. Shortly after his arrival he
wvas arrested by French end is presumed dead., His arrest
vould suggest treachery or lack of security. The CRA 1s
eriticized by some. Mederlc however spoke rather indiscrael-
ly in Algiers about his departure.

Recent security measuras ir

aien Lmminent ALLTISd IO I alik: erable -
displeasure at aoplica _of reatrictlops ¢ to CFLN.
Vig but unsuccess demarches understood made with

Allied authoritier. French naturally feel under specilal
neceasity maintaln constant commniceticn between London
and Algiera. Firat exception in favor of M Andre Fhilip
recelved with publicized pleasure. General public more

1nturaate§ in erations than Bnnoyed inconveniences
to c communications.
s e No Sig

ACTION: G-2 (OWI)
PO : OPD, Col Park, Log
CM-TH-18835 (25 Aor 44) 24302 mle
8-E-C-R-E-T
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8-E-C-R-E-T

From: CG Allied Force Headguarters, Algiers

To: War Department
Nr: F 35477, 21 April, 1944

F-35477 AGWAR for Bissell from Svwitze signed
Wilson.

Latest report for information only is that refusal
to accept inspector generalship by General Giraud now a
certainty. Gensral Giraud left today for a small villa at
Mazagnan outside Mostaganem in Department of Oran with
daughter and Liesutenant De Rosen, hias aide. Major
Peniatowsky to join him shortly 1f transportation back
from England is made available. Giraud reliably reported
/} to be in complete retirement. s . s

—— No3ig.

ACTION: @-2
INFORMATION: CG AAF

Log
CM-IN-15684 (21 Apr 44) 20492 DbJjm
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From: (G, Allied Force Headquarters Algiers, Algeris

Te 3 VWar Department
CG, US Army Forcea in European Thester of Operations
London England.

Ne : F 33877 18th April 1944,
ch nolitical 11 ,

rumber 22 for M% F 33877 Eall PWB
to OWI and PWE signed Wilson clte FHFWO ALWAD B28,
During 6 days between General Girauds sppointment as

Inspector Oeneral of ths Armles and press annocuncement Satur-
dey morning April 15th that he had been placed on reserve list,
there was no official proncuncement nor any unofficial comment |
of the press but it is believed every effort was made urging
kin to accept post created for him. Giraud apparently con- |
aldered appointment an indignity was equally determined not
to »peign as Commander in Chief and have e Allied |
W. His Steff attempted to Tﬂ%m AFHQ Eta support-

iraud by telling Allied Senior Officers serious trouble |
and demoraligation in Army would reault 1f he were forced cut.
5itvation deadlocked several M{:, while General Pethouard
‘mew Clilef of SBtaff 1s belisved to have showed great tact and
discretion as mediator, persuading Gireud to accept virtual
retirement on active reserve. Latter means he may be called to
active service and is honor restricted to Commanders in Chief

who have been in action agalnst enemy. Also talk of giving
him Medaille Militaire, rarely awvarded Senior Officers.

Sunday April 16th press published General Girauds Gen-
ceral Order Number 19 taking leave of his mer, & pathetic doc- i
ument indleating deep sorrow and depression. He recalls bring-
ing them back into fight November 9th, 1942 how he liberated
Tunisia and Corsica, hov hs obtained Awerican arms enabling g
them fight gloriocusly in Italy how he regrouped Ravy squad-
rons around admiralty at Alglers and how he sscrificed every-

oM~ IN-13605 (19 Apr 44)
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thing for union all Frenchmen. He denles "any feeling of
bitterness"” and eoncludes "men may pass on but France remains”.

Thus ends conflict started November 1942 with Girauds
arrival in Korth Africa, The small French Army would inevi-
tably be split up and under Allied-Command in any major oper-
ation so function of Commander in Chief was sviftly becoming
obsoclete. Defaulle assumed wartime powers of Premler and
title of "Chef Des Armees" &nd as such made 2 day tour of
inspection of French units unaccompanied by General Glraud.

Though many Frenchmen regret rather tactless and
undignified treatment of Giraud few feel Army suffers mich
loms. Giraud represented cld school French militery tradition,
had no great victories to his c¢redit, and was celebrated mainly
'or senaational escape from Koenigstein April 194%2. Although
he protested he was a soldier not concerned with politios, he
expressed definite ldeas on social end political problems
popularly consldered reactionary.

(ne of first clashes between OGaullists and (Hlreudists
concerned the intelligence services. When De Gaulle arrived
Horth Africa he established his own intelligence service
linked with his London office. Oiraud already has his
Deurleme Bureau. Susplecion of each other's actlvities defeated
mll attempts to fuse the 2 asrvices. Securite Militaire
under Commandent Paillole appear to have edjusted themselves
to Girauds departure and seem confident they will mot sufferany
racorganization.

Girauds testlimony at Pucheu trial seriously undermined
his prestige even among his c¢losest supportera. Pucheub
opinion Giraud had disgreced himself was shown by several
S8enior Officers of French Army. Those arcund De Gaulles if
any vho discreetly workéd to remove Giraud must have felt

CM-IN-13605 (19 apr 44)
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greatly assisted by his performance at Pucheu trial. While
Giravds evidence at trisl A4id nothing to improve his reputa-
tion that given by General Bethouard was considered credit-
able. Bethouardds appointment well received in most guarters.
He will apparently have more power than (Giraud ever had. I[is
relations with Allies are good. Above all Bethouard 1s not a
London Gaullist so will never differentiate between (aullist
7visions and rest of Army. While on intimate terms with

De CGaulle he may be strong enough to check concentration of
eivil and military pover in hande of 1 man.

Rumors of effect of Giraud affair on CFLN members
include that Jacquinot Commissaire A La Marine arranged to
be absent when decree appointing Giraud Inspector General was
signed. Also that Communists protested strongly in favor of
Jiraud. General feeling of distaste believed in committee.
Billousz repeatedly protested treatment of Giraud and
Queuille was apparently most deeply distressed by Girauds
deperture. Unlikely, however, that any enduring split within
CFLN.

March 14th ordinsnce concerning CFLN:

Merch 14%th ordinance concerning civil and military
powsrs in course of liberation has provoked strong criticism
from Commnists and from independent realstance group in
assanbly. In letter to Gouln, President of Assembly, Communist
request that CFLN be asked for explanation of ordinence at
next session saying 1t should have been submitted to Assembly
for approval before adoption. Communists gcomplain ordinance
establishes a French AMGOT with no reference to resistance
plans and cooperation snd ask what is meant by "Teams of
Experts” with which committee delegates are to "reinforce”
local edministrations. The letter dated April 12th ls
signed by the 6 Communist members of Assembly.

CM-IN-13605 (19 Apr b4)
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Letter of April 15th from Indspendent Resistance Group
follovs same line asking that liaison betwesn committee dele-
zates and resistance organizations be clearly specified in the
“pdinance but dces not protest that measure should have been
gnbmitted to =ssembly before adoption.

Secret Hulls speech recelved wide press coverage
here end was well received by most Frenchmen dispelling, un-
certainty and misgivings arcused by powers reported given

to Cenersl Eisenhower. Feople had already adjusted to non
wncognition of CFLN but were greatly encouraged that committee
28 Lo have every orportunity to teke charge of elvil adminis-
tosation. One press comment sald that motive of speech vas to
ahov Americen people that State Department had dafinita fore-
izn policy. There is tendency among Frenchmen to regarc such
atatements nowv as election speeches.

No S2ig.

ACTION: G-2 (OWI)
mpo : OPD

Col. Park
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From: CO, Allied Force Headquarters, Alglers, Algeris

To: Var Department
C3,U3 Forces in the European Theater of

Cperations, London, England
Niz: ¥ 30551 11 April 194&

Eall FWBE to OWI end PWE signed Wilson cite FHEFWO
F 30551. ? .

(anuannu of events follow concerning Gen Gir&ud:}

Tuaagﬁ: 4th,
. rdipance published making Gen De Gaulle tlitular
head of armed forces by inveking law of July 11, 1938.

Giraud pot previocusly AInformed of thle step. Felt his
position untenable. Prepared to resign. Expreased deslre
to apend rest of war in England.

Wednesday 5th,
" UOEMINTEEThd his intention to Generals Elsenhower,
Juin.and Delattre De Tassigny. Juin returnsd to Alglers.

6th Friday Tth.
rating v enerals and British Ammbassador.

Decided not to resign.

3
Nominated by decree to post of Inspector General

of the Armles. Refused to accept the post.

] ’
Desree published Horth Africen Press with letter

from De Gaulle to Giraud. British Ambassador visited both

CM-IN-T7658 (11 Apr 44)
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From: CG, Allied Force Headguarters, Alglers, Algeria
To: War Department
G, U2 Forces in the European Theatsr of

Operations, London, England
We: P 30551 11 April 1944

Generals. Giraud sends letter to De Gaulle protesting
against decree, declining pcst of Inspector General znd
refusing to resign.

onday 10th.
Tal 8 so fer made no offiecinl statement and

has not resigned post of Commander in Chief which technie-
ally no longer exists, as post abolished by decree of April
4th. Until further developments officially released by
Giraud, De Gaulle, Comite or Brit,fnmriuan Cirelea, UNR
abataining any coverage based on above report which though
authentic contain elements which if commented on from here
; might prejudice negotlations still proceeding.

No sig.

ACTION: G-2 (OWI)

INFG : CC/s
Log
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PARAPHRASE OF STATE DEFARTMENT MESSAGE FOR INFORMATION OF
WAR DEPARTMENT

From: Alglers
To: Secrotary of Btate
Furber: 1184 April 9, 1944

Since General Tevers is in Italy ard Murphy 1s away
having left for Italy on April 7, I communicated the gia£
of Department's telegram number 1055 dated April T, 10 p.m.
to Ceneral Berr, and to Genersl Rocks when he returned .
last night,

Yesterday De Gaulle returned., In the meentime he saw
Glraud and the post of Inspector Goneral was formally
offered to him by T'e Ganlle. The offer was leter coniirmed
in wvriting by an official letter which followed thils verbal
offer. A personal letter also was sent to Giraud hy De
Gaulle. According to a source near to Giraud the conviction
was expressed in this personal letter that Glraud would
accept Inowing that the country was invaded and being aware
of the difficulties of those wino mist direct the state in
the midst of foreigners,

It appears that Girsui's decisien not to resign na CING
roralns firm, that he has even drafted o reply to the above-
wentioned officisl letter and will ewait zction by FCIHL.

This morning General Gemmall and General Rooks attonded
a conlerenze at which General Wilson, being informed of the
attitude of the Department, remarked thet he ¥as nnt n-

§3r5u1a113 oppoasad ta loss Lreud S5pecls 1)
Brlitish Gnunselor Rnoker, hn ndmitted baE peraunnl
urged Giraud, with his knowledge, to tuke no p“unlpitatng
action rugsrdina his resignetion snd Colonel Dostert of Lisiscn .

Section, T also learned, appsrently recelved instructions

CM-IN-TA10 (11 Apr ih)
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from his chief, Colonel Eiggina, to glve General De Vinck
similar sdvice.

General Wilson agreed as a result of this morning's
confevence that British should make no further represonta-
tions regarding Glirsud's acceptance of Inspector Ceneral's
post and that I should inform Eritish Ambassador in his
behalf that Giraud's resignetlon would not be likel to cause
any sericus adverse militery resction, v While I wﬁugd voluntes
no information regarding atitltude of our Governm:nt to Giraud
or his etaff, it was agreed thet I had full libverty to give
them gist of Department's cable referred to in the event I
should be aspproached. I have advised puff-Cooper at request
gf guiernl Wilson regarding this morning's conference

acislions.

General Rooks, who is on General Wilson'a staff, did not
feel entirely free to raport this morning's confersnce In view
of delicate situation in which he finds himself. It is there-
fore requested that cur military suthorities be informed by
the Department.

Repested to London as 140; sent to Depertment as 1184
Chapin

ACTION: OFD
INFO: General Arnold

G ell
Toionel Fark
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STATE DEPARTMENT CABLE

From: Alglers
Action: Secretary of State

Rumber: 1193 April 9, 1044

Following is a translation of official letter addressed
by Giraud to De Caulle today:

"After having summoned my Chief of Cabinet last night
and baving proposed to him a basis of understanding with me
and efter having received this morning a reply to your pro-
posals you caused to be published in this evenlng's press
the decree which relieves me of the dutlies of Commander-in-
Chief and grants me the title of Inspector General of the

French Armies.

I regret that I am unsble to asccept. Your decision
is contrary to the provisions of law of July 11, 1938, as
well as to those of the many ordinences which since your
arrivel in French North Africa have regulated the soeparatlion
of the civil and militery pcwers and the organization of the

High Command.

According to our French custom the office of Insapector
General is a peace time one. The post of Commander-in-Chief
is effective in time of war with well defined attributes
end prerogatives. It happens that we are at war.

Admittedly at present there is no theater of operatlions
wvhere a Frenchman is in command in the strict sense of the
word. There is, howvever, a battle-field vhere French soldiers
gre dying. It 1s indispensable that their Chief should have

CM-IN-T411 (11 Apr 4%)
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the necessary authority to participate usefully with the
Al1lies in the preparation of the operations vherever French

ferces are engaged.

Moreover, who can say that another theater of operations
mey not be opened vhere a Frenchman will have the honor to
command., I believe that I em still gquaelified to hold such a
command. In these circumstances I do not submit wy resigna-
tion. I do not accept the prineiple of the sbolitlon of the
office of Commander-in-Chief of the French Armies in the
midst of a war, nor 4o I accept the honerary post which you
heve chosen for me."

Repeated to London.
Sent to Department as 1193. Repeated to Londcn as 143,

Chapin
ACTION: OFD
INFO: General Arnold
Ganeral Bilasell
Colonel Fark
Log
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To : To ASWAR for Combined Chiefs of Staff
and USFOR for Britisia Chlefs of Staff.

EXS

Info: UNITY London and H9J MAAP and MIDEAST
for Admiral Cunninzham.

"eom: FRZE0O0OM
No : FAF 669

...—-'-_"_"
Cite FHCOS F23518E
1 The French Committee of National Llberatlion yeatemday
raported a decwoe defining the quiag_ﬂﬁzhhﬂ.Innnﬂshnr
Jene - Gensrel Giraud was offered tnils
D orn today General de Gaulle. The text of the

decrnez is substantianlly as follows:-

Anticle One. Genaral of Aramy Giraud 1s designated
Tnspector General of French Armles.

antiole Tws. The Inapector General of French Armies
#i1) have the following duties:-

1. Hilitary Advisar of the Government.

2. Carry out such icspections and misslions a3 pre
as ignad te him by the Pr2sident of the Franch

Cc ational Libaration.

Hold membership on the Committea of Hatlonal
Defense.

4, Bes gopnsulted on ‘moortant matters ralatlog Lo Lns
orzganization, a-miment and employmeni ol feaiich
forces a8 well as on ths dutles and assiguents
of officers to the High Commend.
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T.0.0. 081940B
ACTION: CC/8 r
THFO : Gen Arnold "
OPD :
Gen Bissell .
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From: Alliqd Foroe Headquarters, Alglers
Te : War Department
No. r28034 NAF 665 5th April 1944

F28034% TOPSEC to AGWAR for Combined Chief's of Starff
repeated USFOR for British Chiefs of Staff and UNITY and to
AAI pass to Eaker, Gammel, and Mscliillap from Frecdom signed
Wilson oite FHDCS. This 1s NAFP 655 further to NAF G661 and

NAF 662.

1. In conversation with Ambassador Duff-Cooper,
Giraud maintained his determination to resign but agreaed
to withhold acticr pending conferences with Juin cnd
politieal advisor Murphy who returned from US this affar-
noon, S5th April.

2. Juin, who arrived here for conference with Glraud,
ie reported to have view that despite fact Girauds departure
would lose *o Army & stabllizing influence, there would be
no apprecizble loss of morale and no diminution of war
effort. Appears to feel that e Chief of Staff over a
General Staff within the framework of the Ordinance of the
Committee of National Liberation would prove a satisfactory
institution for the conduct of operationa.

lo S5ig
ACTION: CC3
INFORMATION: GEN, ARNOLD
oPD
GEN. BISBSELL
3 CM-IN-3533 (5 Apr B4) 21242 cng
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From: Allied Foroe Headquarters, Algiers, Algeria
To: War Department

Bumber F 27771, NAP 662, 5 April 1044

To AGWAR for Combined Chiefs of Staff and to
USFOR for British Chiefs of Staff repeated for
information to UNITY London for Eisenhower, Headquarters
MAAF pass to AAI and MacMillan, te
FHSGS P 27771. TOPSECRET. This is

1. At conference this morning, 5th April, it
vas decided that Mister Duff Cooper would at once
interviev Giraud in the interesat of persuading him
not teo act Fauipitntlv. This is further to my
HAF 661 of 4 April. Micter Duff Cooper will offey
friendly advice that Giraud has no real case for
resi tion on account of the ordinance passed by
the ttee of National Liberation, other than the
fact of its adoption without consultation with Girand
vhich fact is not Imown to the gemeral public. The
actlon of the CNL sets up a govermmeuntal control
similar to that of the great demosracies and Giraud
in taking a stand againet it will place himself in a
position which will not be sympathized with by the
people of these democracies.

2. Juin left Italy for Algiers 050030B for
meeting with Giraud.

CHM-IN-3239 (5 Apr 44) b
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Number F 27771, WAP 662, 5 April 1944

3. Will keep you advised of any further devel-
opmente .

o 31g. :
TAF 661 1s CM-IN-2990 (&4 Apr U4) ces
ACTION: cCs
INFO : QGen Arnold
OFD
Gen Bilasell
S0t PaFs
(=] ar
Log
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210P SECHLT 8 April 1944

FRO4: THE PRESIDENT
T0 : THE PRIME WINISOTER

MO : 518,

I em & good deal concerned by the French National Come
mittee's demands in regard to militaf:.* matters. The tone
of these communications werges on the dictoriel, especially
when we consider the simple facts.

Personally I do not think that we can glve military
information to & source which has a bad record in BECTECY.
The implied threut tb stay out of operations in France would,
if cerried out, do the Committee and its leader irreparable
harm.

If De Gaulle wants to come over here to visit me I
shall be very glad to see him and will adopt a paternal
tone, but I think 1t would be & mistake for me to invite him
without an intimstion from him thst he wants to come.

ROOSEVELT
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PARATHRASE OF STATE DEFARTMENT CABLE
Algliers
itate Department

April, 19udy
ar: 1100

I want with Luff-Coope:

an

who gava us thres documenta, the most lmpo:
to The proposed agreement of the Comblned
out in AGWAR's 1913 (FAN 343) of 11 Mrrch i 3
s this documesnt &2 e letter of 30 December 104 Machil1e:
and Wilson, and tha text of the draft spresaman i Dacembe
whizh sccompanied it {(Wilson's despatch No. 40 of 1 a8 n
and the French nots then makes the follovwlneg points

8. The French Committes zhou:d make an agreemne
the Allied Governments, and not with the Combinsd Chiled
S5taflf, and suggested preamble along thers line 8 sung =i

b The preposal 1o article 2" the dralr it
i1a resjected with the statement that ja mera fac §
forces being -esarmced does npot of Iftaell [7)® peneral pr !
dirsctlve of the LCE amssuming that origlnal Teserve
the document of 7 Dscamber are cheerved I'ne Fren i
spys it must be given full iaformati abiout o ot
befora 11 an consent to French lorcoe oeLng am 2 x
that no cstisfaction on thlie point 1 & £ 1
which, csarried to A loglcal conclusion would even Al e
French Comsittes to diapome of 1ts foroams - i 3
lines &I ragerve internal orde)

egrat 18 expl -, i L
Bt only ons ropresentutive
e 2 [ nmittee =g &
omplete i Lor b tl
applime ® fact tha thera 1 1 ¥ i l1ia
with ¢ 1l i the 1 I |
t nba 1l is |
P . '

r i 3l ol
*Oomzleslon § ery
CH= Qg gl
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Numbiesr 1109 { April 104+ Fags

& Objection is particularly mads to de {erring '

vision for secret zethods of communication betwvesn lndapt
t french and higher echiolons, both m

commanda ol the .
and it is agre#d thst the present srrangement in lval, ol
the French Hipgl Commend wae Allied hanneles for sondlng =
comaunicaclona 18 ted

Somming up, the Committes fnalsts that
27 Docember be accepted withovl chenge, T Ll
rafarred to, particulariy those which de e mead 1
and Oliver lLyttleton on 7 August and 25 July 19%1,
Beitaln &and the United Statea reconsider the =27 Datenoe
bacause plans ars presently belng mnde to emplo) Franct
tha' executlon of which will be postponed 11 there LB A7
a1 sgreemént belng reached

It is regumated by Gensial Devereg toat (Lo 0o i
Tois message Hes Leen repsated to london a2 no. 13€

The othar two notes Mrasigii presented dos i

ancillery matters, one of them a protest sgalnst the 1in

that aviatlon of the French ;
cther » protest apainst stoL d
thne movement of lorces of th L

o

to annthel It was admlitted
this leat note wes tha objec
by the Freach tc 'replace” af

PN 342 1a CM-0UT=-4344 (L0 Mex W4
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From: Allled Force Headquarters, Algilers
To: War Department
Nr: .F 27715 4 April, 1944

F 22715 to AGWAR for Combined Chiefs of Starf
repeated USFOR for British Chiefa of Steff, Unity London
for Eisenhower, HQ MAAF and FILPOT for AAI pass to Gammell
and MacMillan for information from Wilson eite FHCIC.

Thia is NAF 661. TOPSEC.

Fere 1. Action of French Committee of Hational
Liberation in passing and publishing ordinance without
- ? consultation with Giraud arrogating to President ONL
] '. final suthority in matters relating to organization and
employment of French armed forces has led Giraud to de-
clars his firm decision to resign office end retire to
private residence in United Eingdom. He hss signalled

‘" Juin urgently to come Algiers for conference bhatween
1200 and 15008 hours tomorrow, 5 April, with announced
intention of councilling continustion in battle in Italy
and colleboration with Allies.

Para 2. Devers, on my request, saw Girsud st
0419308 hours in effort to persuade him defer decision
at least until after seeing Juin but Giraud indicated
decision was irrevocable. He did, however, asgrae to
withhold telegram to E!fsenhowver asking assistance in
securing approval of British Chiefs or Starf to hisa
residence in Unlted Kingdom until after seelng Juin.

Para 3. Indications are that action of CNL dic-
tated in pert by dissatisfaction et degree of political
recognition sccorded and partly by dissatisfaction with
the terms of FAN 343 which in their view failed to take
sufficient account of French sovereignty ss represented

CM-IN-2980 (5 Apr 44)
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by CNL.

Para 4. I do not anticipate any immedlats seriocus
repercussions since I depend upon Giraud loyally %o use
his influence in fevor of continuation of the present
gollaboration. Devers and I are conferring with Duff
Cooper and Chapin tomorrowv morning and I will keep you
edvised of developments.

Ho 51g

ACTION: cCC/S

INFO: General Aarnold
OFD
Ganeral Bissell
Admiral King
Colonel FPerk
log
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From: Allled Porce Headquarters, Alglers

To: War Department
CG, U.8. Foroes in the European Theater of
Operations, London England

No. F 27602 4 April, 19%4
F 27602 Hall PWB to OWI and PWE signed Wilson
eolte FHPWO.

Summary of Prench Political Intelligence report
oumber 20 for week ending April Second.

Principal messure approved by assembly in third
session was project for Provisional Government after
. liberation. Debates showed assemblys evolution into more
digniried still critical but constructive body. Four
parties have developed, Right headed by Senator Astier,
Independent Nesistants under Hauriou, Sosislists under
Auriol and Communists usually led by Fernand Grenier.

Ae expected article 19 was heavily attacked by
those favoring cooptation rather than election. QOreniers
amendment which would double resistance and parliamentary
groups of present assembly was defeated 38 votes to 32 wit

only Socialists supporting Communists.
Important amendment Ribiere, Resistance delegate,
altered projects plen to reinstate all Senators whose terme

bhave not expired and who have not compromised themselves
with Vichy or enemy. Ribilere argued French people oppose

CM-IR-3057 (5 Apr 44)
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No. ¥ 27602 b April, 19%%

resstablishment of Third Republie snd that reinstating
former senators would hamper constitutional reform.
Senator Astier warned amepdment was step toward Coup
Detat H%u vay to Fasoliem. Amendment carried by 32
votes to 30.

Bext motlion carries was Gwgniers additiooal
apticle number 30 BIS meking members armed foroes eligible
to vote also hold offipa. Alsc provides for absemtee
Iﬂﬂ.:g @specially for Merchant Navy end prispners and de-
portees.

Debate on provisional government ended with short
Bpeechen Auriol Grenier Hauriou and Astier. Astier has
indioated t ditoh opposition to ohanges in constitutlon
of Third Republic. The 3 votes againet adoption were cast
by Astier, Azals, Rucart and Serda.

7 On Mondey final day of debate De (Gaulle made short
speech urglng sssembly be guided only by what they thought
the will of the Prench people. "Prance in making deoisions
as to the manper ip wbioch liberty will he restored to her,
does not need to consult the opinions of those beyond ber
frontiera.” Many belleve tone of speseh inspired by press
anoouncement Hfudiug Eisepbowers powers to treat with any
J\g‘rfmp he sees fit.

Next debate ooncernsd reform of the press. Report
oy measures d was presented by Rene Ferriere, Presl-
dent of the Reslstance Group and Rapporteur of Commission
for information and propaganda. He stressed giving earliest
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facilities to elandestine press to operate openly, suggeated
press officers accompany allied foroes to effect this, also
proposed funds be glven only those papere orgenizing themn-
selves on cooperative basis. All papers continuing after
Japuary 18t 1943 will be suspended, and no titles of former
co laborationist pepers mey be revived. Prase would be con-
trolled during transition to post iiberation by commlittee
for press and information including Commissalrs of Informa-
tien or hies representative, Commissaire of Interior or re-
préseniative, 3 members National Resistance council or their
:ﬂprﬂuunt-l‘hi"l, and 3 members elected by Unlom of Journal-
sts.

Project also requires all articles bhe signed, and
names of editoriel and edministrative staf'f must be pub-
1ished at reguler intspvals. A press agenoy Lo be formed
as cooperative nwiet{ including any paper as menber aund
shareholder, bu: not to have mon and to be undesl coo-
trol of Counsell De Surveillance to ensure independence and
impartiality. This Agency Independante D information is to
begio oporations {mmedletely under directorship of Geraud
Jouve .

Assembly then dlecussed for 2 days a draft ordinance
of projeat fcr reform of press. Parhaps moat important
artiele declares no director of a dally kaving ever tem
thousand elrculation can exercise any other industrial,
commercial, asgricultural or administrative funetion. Attack-
ed by conservatives as threat to provate property and
liberty of preas the article passed 51 votes to 12. Whole
project comes into force immedistely im Worth Afrioca.
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This debate is first discussion of plan to become
et a 00t Tee aoh morely gomesitative bty Boonet.
be legis ve not merely consultative . ne
came debates mmtgod. his bﬁl recaived
and h:l.; replies to guestions apparently patliafying to
assembly.

n this weeks, "Fraternite”, Henry Hauok attacked
M. Bret former director France Afrique, hailing hils re-
signation es begloning epuration of the press and accusing
him of ng Plerre Maillauds resignation of spread-
ing seditious rumors and campaign sgainst CFLN. A
director of, "Praternite”, repor y asked Bonnet to
censor the article but Bonnet allegedly urged publieation.

Polloving several interviews with Gaulle the
Communists are believed preparing enter CF perheps dis-
placing Diethelm and another. Communist willingness to
compromise over nominating non candidates would seem
consistent with their recent conciliatory attitude in
assembly. Grenier is steadily galning ground as leader
North African Communiste would certainly be 1 nominee.
Inclusion of Communiste would strengthen OFLE claim to
represent all Mllieux Freunch opinion.

General Koenig will probably be appointed Franch
general officer for North of France in command any French
troops participating there. He will also be milltary
delegate of CFLN to aug:m Allied Commend in London.
Generals Mathenmet and tier De La Vigerie have been
recalled and French Military Mission there reportedly
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dissolved. HRellable circles also say Coloneli Fassy may
become Chief of Staff to Oeneral Koenig, and expect ;
British opposition to appointment.

Le Troquer and Mendes France still belleved here
about to be replaced. Diethelm may take Commissariat
Aux Finances to make way for Communist in present post.

forth African press Sunday April 2nd published text
of CFLE ordinance adopted March 1% concerning exercise of
civil and military powers in France during liberation.
Ordinancs provides for appointment of CFLN delegate for
each theatre of operations with full powers to act for
CFLN assisted by sdministrative committee and a genersl
officer acting as military delegate.

Ko 8ig
ACTION: G-2 (owl)
iRF0 : OFD
Col. Park
Log
CH-IN-3057 (5 Apr 34) 04547 ib
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No: F 27602 4 April 1944

dissolved. Reliable sircles also say Colonel Fassy may
become Chief of Staff to Ceneral Koenig, sud expect %
British opposition to sppointment.

Le Troquer and Mendes Frauce still belleved here
about to be replaced. Diethelm may take Commissariat
Aux Finances to make way for Communist in present post.

forth African press Sunday April 2nd published text
of CFLE ordinance adopted March 14 concerning exerclse of
eivil and military povers in France during liberation.
Ordinance provides for appointment of CFLN delaegate for
each theatre of operations with full powers to act for
OFLN assisted by administrative committee and a general
officer acting as military delegate.

o 3ig
ACTION: G-2 (OwWl)
InFO : OFD
Col. Park
Log
CH-IR-3057 (5 Apr 44) OU4547 jb
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From: Supreme Allied Command, London
To : War

Er :+ B 15 15th January 1944

To Marshall for CCS, CCAC info AFHQ and British
Chiafs of Staff signed Elsenhower.

It 18 essential that immediate crystallization of
plans relating to eivil affairs in metropolitan France be
accomplished. This requires conferences with properly
accredited French authorities. I assume, of course, that
such authorities will be representatives of the Committee
of National Liberation.

I therefore request that General DeGaulle be asked
to designate an individual or group of individuals with
vhom I can enter into immediate negotistions in London.

The nsed for prompt action cannot be over- ized, aince
we will desire to turn over to French control at the ear-
liest possible date those areas that are not essential to
military for operations. In areas essential to military
operations military control will, of course, apply.

ACTION: CC/S (Capt. Royel, USN) o 8ig
INFORMATION: OFD
Gen Hilldring
White House
e —
CM-IN-12460 (19 Jan 44) 20112 jb
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From: Alglers
To: War

Ko. W9307/23731, 4 Januery 1944 NAF 578

To AGWAR for Combined Chief's of 2tuff snd to
USFOR for British Chief's of Btaff signed Eisenhower
cite FHDCS. This is NAF 578.

In response to a request by Gemeral DsCaulle
g mesting was held on the 27th of December Lo ider

the letter, the text of which is given in NAF(548

As a result of this meeting Monsiesur Massigli
addressed the folloving letter to Mr Wilson dated

Dacember 30.

" 1. During the course of a confersnce held the
27th of December gt Genersl DeBsulle's Office at which
you, the representative of Grest Britain snd the Chief
of Steff of the Allled Commander in Chief of the Medit-
errasnean Theater of Operstions were present, you, asg well
as Mr MascMillen, vers glven the text of s draft sgreement
between the Government of the United Ststes and the British
Government, on the one hand. snd the French Committee of
National Liberstion, on the other hand, concerning the
conditions under which the Allied Command will be sble to
use, in operations azainst the common enemy, the French
land, sea and air forces which will be put at its dispos-
ition by the Committee.

The Committes conslders it most important that such
an sgresement should be concluded with the briefest possible
delay; I should, therefore, be obliged if you would with-
out delay submit our proposal to your Government for ex- I

seminatl
; m this sawes Conference, Geners] Smith made

ECRET copl'\_f No.
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To: War

No. W9307/23731, HAF 578, & Janunr:r_lﬂ#’l.

known the fsct that the plans of the Combined Chief's
of Staff anticipates, in the coming cperstions on
French soil, the participation of all the French
1and and air forces re-equipped with American equip-
ment as well as all the French Alir Forces re-equipped
with British equipment which will be available at that
ﬁ[P time, having regard to other operationsl needs. The
greatest part of the French Forces would be employed as
a French Army in an operation of which Genersl Smith
gave the general cutline and the spproximste viecinity.

3. In eddition, in a letter of the same date to
General Giraud, General Smith, at the direction of the
Commender in Chief, informed us that Qenersl Eisenhover
shares the opinion of the French Committee of NHationsl
Liberation, as well as that of General Giraud, of the
great importance of the presence of French Forces in the
. northwestern part of France whenever that shall be practi-
1&ﬂﬁef cable snd especislly at the time when the Allied Armies
tvﬁ are spproaching the Faris srea; with this cbjeect in mind,
General Eisenhover will mske the necessary representations
to the Combined Chlef's of Staff to inaure the inclusion
of 2 token French Force, preferably a Division.

h. Waﬂmm essential
snxieties of the French Committee of National Liberatlon,

and I am, therefors, happy to advise you thgt the Committee
EEI'EFEFQEE;EE,EHE_ﬁhQZIEEPEE Forces mentioned above at
the dispesition of the Combined Chief's of Staff, to be
used ﬁ gho Allied Commander in Chief, in consultation with
the French Command, for the execution of the operations of
whigh the broad outlines have been givem.

5, Without hindering the execution of the intended
operations, the Committee of Liberation nevertheless reserves
the right to intervene with the American and British Qovern-
ment snd right of the French Command tc intervene with the
Allied Commsnder in Chief so that the allotment of the
Forces thus put at the disposition of the Commander in
Chief shall take our interests into account as completely
as possible.

CM-IN-3128 (6 Jan 44)
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From:
To: War .

No. W9307/23731, RAF 578, 4 Jenuary 1944

Plesse accopt, Mr Asbassador, the essurances
of my highest considerstlon. Signed Maesigli

-

Mr Wilson sent the following reply to Monsleur
Massigli on December 3lst.

" { heve Lo thank you for your letter of Decsmber
30, 1943, desling with the conference held on Decemper 27
in General DeGaulle's Ctfices. I underatsnd that you have
sent a letter in Lhe ssme terms to my colleague, Mr
Herold MsciMillen, British Resident Miunister.

You will appreciate that Paragraph 1 of your
letter refers to s draft agreement dealing with the
use of French Forces in all Thesters of War. I shall
be happy to transmit this at onee to my Government for
its considerstion. Parsgraphs 2, 3 and 4 deal with
srrangements :or the Mediterranean Theoatsr nf Nperstlons.
1 am glad to i1aform ou that after consultation with
Genorsl Eisenhover, who i8 in full accord, I am io a
position to aceept thsse Parsgraphs as accurately
setting out the agreemsnt resched at our meetling.

Pleagsa asccepht, Mr Ambassador, the sssursnces
of my highest consideration. Signed Edvin C Wilson .

A reply in exsctly similar terms hza been sent
by Mr HacMillan.

The equipz=nt of PFronch Forces ls continuing end
the solution is regarded a3 satisfactory.

Corrected sopy of CM-IN-2948 (5 Jan 4%) OCS
Mo 3ig.

L

ACTION: CCS (CAPT ROYAL USK)

INFORMATION: GEN STRONG GEN ARNOLD ADM KING WHITE MOUSE
O0FD
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The meeting in Algiers of the French Consultative
Assembly represents a significant step in the eveolution

ef a new government for France, The following article,
written by an able political observer on the spot; presents
an unusually reliable view of recent developments, though
in no sense an exhaustive analysis of the Asasembly,

(29164)



THE CONSULTATIVE ASSEMELY AND THE FRENCH NATIONAL COMMITTEE

THE convocation in Algiers on & November of the French
Consultative Assembly marked not only an important step in
the development of the Committee of National Liberation, but
also provided scome measure of the confliguration of future
French politics, General de Gaulle, in his address at the
initial session, asserted that the occasion signified in fact,
"neither more nor less than the beginning of the resurrection
pf French representative institutions," As the delegates
gathered from various parts of the French Emplre and from
within Prance itself, Algiers took on the aspect of a pro-
visional capital, The session opened in an atmosphere
reminiscent of parliamentary days. In his introductory
address, General de Gadlle showed a deference of manner less
characteristic of g military figure than of a statesman
hebituated to laying hls propgram before the people'!s repre-
sentativea and seeking their accord, :

FProm Committee to Govermment

The formation of the Assembly is a step In the evolution
of the National Committee from an administrative group led by
two generals, tc a governing body provisionally charged with
interests aas broad as the French nation, It will be recalled
that in the prolonged negotiations whieh preceded the establish-
ment of the Committee last June, the fundamental disagreement
between de Gaulle and Giraud was upon the scope to be assigned
to the politicel and militery powers. Giraud maintained that,
until France was completely rid of the enemy, the military
should control the police and prefectoral suthorities,

De Gaulle insisted on provisional ecivil rule. The matter was

not settled by the constituent decree of 3 June, and the

Committee's record since then, with its succession of internal

criases, has-been in large part the gradual liguidation of this

conflict, De Gaulle's demonstrated gifts of politicel leader-

ship had already suggested that his concept would prevail,

. When the decrees of 27 September appreciably clarified the

. situation, Their effect was to define de Gaulle's authority
a8 head of the government, thoush he and Girauwd continued to

act jointly in a capacity which may be compared to head of

the state,

The arrest of General Bergeret, former head of the
French air forces in North Affica, marked another defeat
for the military, who had offered strong resistance within
the Committee, As the Assembly met, moreover, decrees before
the Committee proposed the establishment of a central directlon
of the Slireté Nationsle, charged with maintaining-public order
in the llberated portions of France and with protecting the
authority of the provisional governing power, The passage of
these decrees, and the appoiniment of Charles Chevreux to the
new post, reinforeced the impression that the Committee is in
proceas of consolidating its poslition and effirming 1ts
political role,

The pace of events evidently stimulated these develop=-
ments, and accounted for a certain haste and improvisation
which attended the Assembly'!s opening, After the Moscow con-
ference, and more particularly after the exclusion of France
from a place in the Council of London, the leaders in Algiers
recognized that if PFrench influence in shaping post-war Europe
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was to be felt, their claim to speak for the intereasts of
France must be rapidly substantiated, They hoped that the
backing of a popular Assembly would have this effect,

A Legislative Assembly

The funetion of the Assembly 1s to debate either those
questions upon which the Committee has asked for advice or
which have been submitted on the initiative of two=-thirds of
its members, It is obligated to express i'ts opinien on the
general budget and on Individual expenditures involving more
than 500 million francs, and alse to advise the Committee in
regard to the constitution of a provislonal government., The
Assembly's duration is limited to the pericd prior to the con-
vening of a constituent body,

Critica both of the Right and Left-have found the As-
sembly lacking in adequate power, Henri de Kd%illia, rightist
deputy known for his anti-Pdtain stand, in a letter addressed
to the Fighting French parliamentarians, has vigorously as-
sailed De Gaoulle for conjuring up a body which he terms as
impotent as any that served the absolute monarchs of France,
Professor Capitant, ardent follower of De Gaulle, has like-
wise disapproved the Assembly!s subordinate role and has urged
that the Committee be made collectively responsible before
it, Yet the present status of the Assembly would seem ac-
curately to reflect certain concepts which De Gaulle himselfl
has maintained, even againat the pressure of close advisors,

The role of "the National Committee, in De Gaulle's view,
is not to embody the sovereignty of France but rather to pro-
vide the conditions which will enable French sovereipnty and
democracy to reassert themselves as liberation is achieved,
Jacques Maritain, noted Catholic philosopher, has expressed
this idea by saying that although De Gaulle can not himself
incarnate the "new elite" arising within France, he tan never-
theless, by his sensitiveness to democratic currents, ensure
the ultimate aocceassion of this elite to power. A French of=-
Ticlal devoted to republican institutions has declared in
the same vein that a quasi-dictatorship may be necessary -
during the period when the new democratic forces of France,
8till half silent and obscured, are making themselvea felt,
In his speech of 3 November De Gaulle intimated that the*
French themselves, deapite the good will of their Alligs,
mist direct this transition, He deseribed these Allies, who
would participate with the French in the first stages of re-
construction, as "friends surely, but strangers; and with n
psychology which, inevitably, must sometimes not ceoincide
exactly with our owh," :

As a means of implementing this concept of the Commita
tee'a role, the Assembly would seem to have been effectivoly
designed, Without laying claim to strictly legal foundations,
or seeking to legislate for a nation still enchained, it can
nevertheless hope to give to those who are defonding French
interesta the sanction of a broad and represcntative popular

backing,

The Assembly as a Reprosentative Body

To fulfill thls funetion, the Assembly was evidently in-
tended” to represent as faithfully as war conditions would
permit, the emerging elcments of French public opinion, As

(29164)
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though to emphasize that the new would predominate over the
old, the architects of the Assembly limited the representa-
tives of the last Parliament of the Third Mepublic to.a mere
quarter of the seats =-- 20 out of 80, For the same reason,
the Reslstance movements were given a clear majority, 40 for
the Resistance within France, 12 for the extra-lfetropolitan
Resistance, Furthermore, a certain number of seats were
specifically assigned to those- who had originally rallied
the colonies to the support of De Gaulle, The remaining
seats offered a far broader representation to the colonies
than had existed under the Third Republic, t b

The result has been at least as great a variety of per-
sonalities and viewpoints ameng 80 represdentatives as could
be found among 600-o0dd in the old Chamber, The Habiatanee
committees of Egypt delegated the Dominican Father Carriére,
For the Algerian Reaistance, the strongly leftisb Prufgssur
Capitant sat.alonsside the royalist D'Astier de la Vigérie,
The Conseil Géndral of Constantine was represented by Senator
Cuttoli, mayor of Philippeville, along with the Communist
lHoslem leader Dr, Ben Djelioul, From inside France, the
Franctipeurs et partisans sent Claudius, professor at a loeal
lycee, DBy the end of the firast week of lovember, about 25
Resistanes delegates of the most varied bac¥grounds had
reached Algiers in safety. .

Obviously no regular method of electidn was possible,
at least withln France, Even outside the metropelis, certain
irregularities aroused criticism -- notably at Algiers, where
a minority in the Conseil Gendral publicly protested the
elections .-from that body," And it ia notable that in the
elections from.the Empire, the vast native majorities had no
representation proportional to. their size.

Inside France, the method of selection was more pragmatic
than formal, MNany of the Resistance delegates were former
Farliamentarians designated by the clandestine committees of
the reeonstituted political parties. The Popultr Democrats,
who were evidently unable :toc send one of their number but of
France, chose instead Professor Viard, of the University of
Alglers, Others were ostensibly the emissaries of the clan-
destine Counclil of Resistance. ‘A large proportion werae -
certainly intellectuals, 1In perhaps a majority of cases, the
leader delegated appears to have been someone who had rendered
outstanding service to the Resistance, ard who for one reason
or ancther had been oblipged to leoave France, Some had escaped
from prison; others knew that the Gestapo was close on their
track,

N i
Can an Assembly elected in so informal a manner be con-
sidered truly representative? The answer deponds on the ex-
tent to which the Assembly ocan succeed in voleing the aspira-
tions of the new France,

The Assembly and the Fubure of Frande

The composition of the Assembly -- particularly of its
bloe of 20 Parlimmentarians -- has lent some color to the al-
legation that it is simply a revival of the "discredited"
Popular Front., Indeed, the assignment of secats in proportion
to -the representation of parties .in the last French Parllament
made it inevitable that the Left would predominate, Certain
pecullarities of the Assembly's orgenization confirmed this
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trend, While the three parties of the old Popular Front re-
ceived an individual assignment of seats (Radicals, 5; Social-
ists, 5; Communists, 3), the "moderate" partles of the Center
. and Right were lumped together with seven seats, The result
appears to have been a certain difficulty in.the selection
of this latter group: when the Assembly convened, only two
moderates were'in attendance, The Center and Hight, never
well organized, and weakened through the declining influence
of Giraud, seemed unable to find suitable representatives,
None of the moderates were men of real prominence =-- as op=-
posed to such well-known figures of the Left as Queuille,
Pierre Cot, Gouin, and Marty, The real leaders of the
patriotie ﬁight for cne reason or another were unavailable:
Louls llarin was in France, and Henrl de Kerillis had refused

to serve, .

. Purthermore, the parties bf the Left were able to organ-

- ize sarly under the segis of Fighting France, With the So-
cialist Felix Gouin in the chair, the Fighting French parlia-
mentary group -- about 40, in number -- met orr 27 October to
consider methods for chooaifhg their representatives in the
new" Assembly. From the composition of the bureau (ope Radi-~
cal, one Socialist, one Communist), it was evident that thia
parliamentary group was practically identical with the old
Popular Front, It was to Gouln,;’as unofficial leader of the
majority in the future Assembly, that De KePrillis addressed
his letter of protest,

If the Parliamentarians are preponderantly of the Popular
Front, the 52 representatives of the Resistance presumably
express the emerging forcea of thé new France,. Is there &
conflict between these two conceptions -- and will this con-
flict create an early cleavage in the Assembly? Certainly
many of the Resistance delegates are new men who played no
part in the struggles of the pre-war ers and who insist on
the non-political character of the Resistance,  For instance,
Duval, a young man of barely 30, at a meeting organized by
the Aigiars branch of Combat, emphasized again and again
that political distinetiona did not exist among his comrades,:
Other speakers of the Resistance confine their political com-
ments to generalizations about the future of the nation == &
future in which the moral regeneration bred of suffering will
Pley the predominant role, The emphasis is strongly unitary
and nationalistic. One senses that with the more conservative
Resistance groups at least, moral vmlucs come first and
ideologies second,

At the same time, the presence of several deputies of
the Left among the Resistance delegates creates a natural
bridge between the parliamentary bloc and the representatives
‘from Metropolitan France, So far as ideologies are concerned,
it is of little importance that Marty sits for the Communist
parliamentarians, while Grenier repfesents the Communists as
an element in the Realstance., Moreover, other delegates,
like Bulsaon, the dean of the Assembly, wore associoted with
the C. G. T. and presumably supported the Popular Front,
Numerous testimonies from within France point to the continued
prestige of Ldon Blum, and to ‘the general insistence that 'the
new France must insure a substantidl minimum of well-being to
its inhabitants == that the Fraternite” of the traditional
republican motto must at lengTh become a reality,
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Within France, then, ideals or the Popular Front have
been revived -- but in Profoundly modifiea form, Doctrinaire
Marxism apparently arouses little enthusiansm, and paciflism
is dead, There ls genoral insistence that tiie executive of
the future republic must have the Dower to amct, At the open-
ing meeting of the Assembly, the minimum program of the vast
majority was voiced by General de Gaulle in g declaration
that drew prolonged applause: "France # # desires that
* #% # there should never again be a man op Woman of pood will
who was not assured of the right to live and work under hone
orable conditions of pay, food, lodging, leisure, healt o
What the General was expressing was no mere revival of earliep
slogans, but a new synthesis of socialism and national cone
sciousness, born of 8 refusal to accept defeat,

If in the coming months the Azsembly succeeds in expressing
these aspirations, so long undefined ana inartieulatﬂ, it will
fulfill its representative funetion, It wili strengthen,
moreover, the National Committeetrg position, ang help substan-
tiate its alleged right to preaide over the resurrection of

ance,
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES SEGHET
WASHINGTON, D.C.  (25)

23 Dacember 1943

The White House Map Room
The White Hous«
Washington, D. C.

Attention: Colonel Clester Hammond

Gentlemen:

1 em Lrecamittio; herew. th the following
reports prepured inm the fssearch wnd Apc) reiw Mranah of
this office:

R & 4 No., 1583, "The Consultative
Agsembly and the Fremch Natiomal

Committee", Secret (1 copy)

Bincersly yours,

f;AL.l.n L, Langer

Dircctor, Branch of
Bessarch & aomlysis

Enelosure
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From: Alglers
To: War
Vo, W-TE4T 15 December 1943

To AGWAR for The Combined Chiefs of Staff and to
USFOR for British Chiefs of Staff signed Elsenhower.
This is NAF 548,

A —— T

The following letier whiech is self explanatory
was sent t to Gensral Giraud. The President and
the Prime eter are aware of the ral. ¢ircumstances
Which have prompted this action. Letter follows.

"My Dear General,

Your letter of the 11th of December 1943 informs
me that the Committes of Wational Defense has refused
to send to Italy the Ninth Colonial Infantry Division
vhich you nominated for se-vice when technical diffieul-
ties precluded the use of the Division you first

. ¥When you first proposed the First Motorized
Infantry Division as the Third Division of the French
Corps operating in Italy, I informed that I woula
be partioularly delighted %o accept 8 Division if it
Vere armed with American equipment because of its Proven
battle efficiency. Since, however, the Division is
armed with British equipment, the supply difficulties
that would result 1f it were sent to Italy as part of
an otherwvise American equipped Corps, were insurmountable .
As it was found imprecticable in the time available to
re-equip and train the Firet Motorized Infantry Division
with American équipment, I agreed to your nomination of
the Ninth Colonial Infantry Division as replacement,
and our plans wvere made accordingly. The decision of
the Committee of National Defense upsets these plans for

260 Pt 180268 (15 Dos SECRET COPY No.
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WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE ™ °

from: Alglers
To: War

No. W-T6AT 15 Dacember 1943

the relief of American units nov engaged in battle, and,
from the tacticasl point of view, entalls grave con-

sequences,

Coertain Unlts of the French Army are now being
re-equipped by the United States in accordance with
agreements wvhich you coneluded personally with President
Roosevelt at the ANFA conference emd in Washington, It
was understood that the French foress thus re-armed
would be employed, under my direction, as might be
required in the war against our common enmemy. This 1is
the purpose of the rearmament program. In wview of the
action of the Committee of National Defense you will,

I &g sure understend that the rearmament program for

the French forces cennot be continued unless there i=
definite assurance from the Committse of National
Liberation that the use of these forces when re-equipped
will be governed solely by military considerations and
subject to the decisions of The Combined Chlefs of Staff
“hrough their representative, The Allied Commander ia
Chief in thie theater.

I request that you inform The Committee of Ratiomal
Liberation of the abecve, and request that their assurance
De given as & matier of urgency in order that there may
be no delay or interference in our common war effort
and in the development of an army which, it is our hope,
will partiecipate im the literation of France.

Signed Dwvight D Elsenhower Genmeral U 3 Army.

End of letter.
ACTION: CCS (CAPT ROYAL USH) No Sig

INFO Ti0N: OFD
-y GEN STRONG

GEIN ARNOLD
ADM KING
ADI HORIE
LOG

CM-IN-9468 (15 Dec 43) 13522 mes 19
SECRET COPY No.
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From: SEXTANT
To: AGWAR 10116
Alriers FP30
USPFOR MFP 60

4 December 1943

For Eisenhower Freedom Alglers, USFOR London for the
British Chiefs of Staff, repeated to AGWAR, FAN 282,

With reference to letter from Giraud suggesting
ga attent""SEXTANT", you should reply on following
ines:

General Giraud's offer to come to Cairo very much
aporeciated by Combined Chiefs of Staff, who feel,
hovever, that it is unnecessary to ask the General to
undertake the journey, since discussions on global
atrategy are of the broadest possible nature and the
detalls of operations in France are not under considera-
tion. Please inform him that the Combined Chiefs of Staff
believe that your presentation here included an accurate
and sympathetic explanation of his views.

The Combined Chiefs of Staff have the interest
of France and of the French Armed Forces much at heart.

No 3ig

ACTION: ©C/8 (CAPT. ROYAL, USN)
INFORMATION: OPD

GEN. STRONG

8a5

GEN. ARNOLD

ADM. KING

ADM, HORNE

10G

s (4 e 13) SR
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NAVY DEPARTMENT

SECRET

FROM: THE PRESIDENT, NOVEMBER 20, 1943 DATE

TO: THE MAP ROOM PRECEDENCE:
INFO: BLACK | t TOR CODEROOM:
RELEASE:

MATHEWSON PASS TO SECRETARY OF STATE. REFERENCE YOUR
MESSAGE FORWARDED AS WHITE FOURTEEN, | EXPECT TO SEE
PRIME MINISTER SUNDAY WIGHT AND | THINK WE SHOULD BACK
UP THE BRITISH POSITION IN LEBANON AND TRY TO MAKE IT
EVEN MORE POSITIVE. | WILL WIRE YOU THEN, PARA. | HAVE
SENT A MESSAGE TO KING FAROUK. PRES|DENT SENDER,

RELEASED:

uﬂ"ﬁuﬂﬂ" dsw,

SECRET
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NAVAL DISPATCH
NAVY DEPARTMENT

FROM: Seerstory Aull (Via the Map loom) RERE

b, The Frasidest PRECEDENCE:
TOR CODEROOM:

RELEASE:

WITITE 16, 19 Hovembar 1943,

l, bBritish inform us, with refsrence Lebenese eitustion, the desdline
of ten AM Sunday has been postponed to the same hour Monday.

Criginal filed Bpdoglic Folder
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FROM : COPIED
WASHINGTON DG 19 WOV 16032 FOR ACTION
TO ey :
4 FOR INFORMATION ONLY
SECRET PRIORITY
CONFIDENTIAL ROUTINE
RESTRICTED | CLEAR ¥ s

GREER FROM MATHEWSON
FOR THE PRESIDENT

BRITTISH REQUEST OUR SUPPCORT OF FOLLOWING POLICY WHICH THEY HAVE INSTRUCTED

CASEY TO FOLLOW IN LEBANESE SITUATION.

IF CATROUX HAS NOT RELEASED LEBANESE

POLITICAL PRISONERS BY TONIGHT CASEY IS TO FLY TO BEIRUT TOMORROW. HE IS

AND HELLEU RECALLED IMMEDIATE ARRANGEMENTS WILL BE MADE FOR DECLARATION OF
BRITTISH MARNTAL LAW, THEREAFTER BRITTISH GENERAL COMMANDING OR G IN C
WOULD TAKE OVER, RELEASE POLDTTICAL FRISOMERS AND PERMIT REASSEIRELY OF

LEBANESE PARLIAMENT AS SOON AS SITUATION PERMITS, CASEY TO MAKE CLEAR TO

CATROUX MARTIAL LAW DECLARED PURELY AS MILITARY NECESSITY..AND NO POLITICAL

IMPLICATIONS INVOLVED,

KIRK THINKES IT WOULD BE APPROPRIATE FOR YOU TO SEND MESSAGE TCO KING FAROUK

TO WISH HIM RECOVERY FROM RECENT MOTOR ACCIDENT WHICH RESULTED IN SLIGHT

INJURY TO PELVIS AND MINOR BRUISES

HULL

SECRET
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DEPARTMENT OF BTATE

WABHINGTON,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

I transmit herewlith for your information,
at the request of the British Embassy, a copy
of a letter from the Embassey enclosing coples of
two telegrams relding to British action in the

Lebanese orisis.

November 13, 1943




BRITISH EMBASSY
URGENT WASHINGTON, D.C.

November 13th, 1943

Dear Mr. Alling,

With reference to our conversation this
morning, we have now recelved a request from
London that we should make avallable to the
President the text of the two enclosed tele-
grams on the subject of Syria. I should be
most grateful if you could do this. I gather
that the matter 1s rether urgent.

Yours very sincerely,

W. G. Hayter

Mr. P. H. Alling,
United States Department of State,
-~ Washington, D.C.




(COPY:JR)

Telegram from Mr. Eden to Viscount Halifax of Nov. igth.
43

Addressed to Resident Minister Alglers dated
November 12th, repeated to Minister of State Hesi-
dent Calro Beirut and Washington.

The Cabinet met this afternocon and wholly en-
dorsed these demands. The French Comazittee must
understand that our future relatlone with them de-
pan: on whether they give us satisfaction in this
matter.




(COPY:JR)

Telegram from Mr. Eden to Viscount Halifax of Nov. 12th,
1943

Addressed to Resldent Minlster Alglers on Nov. 12th,
repeated to Washington, Beirut and Minister of State,
Cairo.

Telegrams recelved this morning show that situa-
tion 18 becoming worse and woree and French action
more and more outrageous.

2. Moreover the whole Middle East area is now in a
state of growing excitement.

d. Please therefore leave the French in absolutely

no doubt that we regard their attitude and action as

wholly indefensible. We expect them to comply forth-

with with our reguest for replacement of Helleu and

E:laan of politiclans whom they have seized in the
ebanon.

4.. You should make it plaln that unless we not only
recelve this satisfaction but receive 1t immediately
we shell be compelled ourselves to take a line which
will certalnly imply dissoclating ourselves completely
from the French and which may well entall consequences
that are likely to be most unpleasing to them.
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SECRET

13 November 1943

From: London
For: The President of tne United States
Number 504 Filed 1302402

Prime Minister to President Roosevelt. Fer-
sonal and most secret. Nr. 504.

1. You have, no doubt, been informed of the

entable outrages committed by the French in Syria.

ege completely stultify the agreements we have made
with the French and also with the S is and Lebanese,
There 1is no doubt in my mind that this is a foretaste
of what De Gaulle's leadersnip of France means, It
is certainly entirely contrary to the Atlantic Charter
and much else that we have declared. <he situation
will be most grave throughout the whole of the Middle
East and the Arab world and alsc every where people
will say: ™"What kind of a France is this which, while
itself subjugated by the enemy, seeks to subjugate

" others?"

2. Accordingly, I am of the oplnlon that the
British and United States Governments snould take this
up in the strongest manner together. Already we have
seen the character of the body we recognlsed at JUADRANT
totally altered by De Gaulle's complete assumptlon of
power. The outrages in the Levant are of a different
character and afford full Jjustification, with the sup-
port of world public opinion, of bringing the lssue
with De Gaulle to a head.

» Our position should be that the kidnapped
Lebanese President and Ministers should be set at
liberty and permitted to resume thelr full function,
and that the assembly should meet again as soon as
conditions of law and order can be guaranteed, If
he falls to do this at once, we should withdraw our
recognition from the French National Committee and
g}g the process of arming the French troops in North

CA .«
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i, Meanwhile, I am enquiring carefully into
the state of our forces in the Levant. At the same
time, should actlion be taken it would be necessary
to take precautions in North Africa, for I assure
you there is nothing this man will not do if he has
armed forces at his disposal.

No Sig

SEGHET
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HM Algiers

Thie telesram muet te

clogely paraphraeed be- Datel November 11, 1943
fore belng communicated

to anyone., (8C) ~ Reec'd 4:30 a.m., 12th

Secretary of State,
Waghington.

1979, November 11, midnight.

FOR MORGENTHAU FROM MURFHY FROM ROYCE FROM HOFFMAN,.

Following preliminary and etrictly informal informa-
tion on Pilerre Mendee -~ France new Finance Commiseioner
of Comite may be of interest. Generally epeaking, reputed
to have been politiclan rather than civil gervant,
although he waes pald to have been seeoclated with Finance
Minietry for short time in minor cabinet position under
Blum Government, Not an inepecteur de finance, Hag
been member of Chamter of Deputles for paet twelve years,
Radical socialiet from Depertment of Eure and Mayor of
Louviere, 35 yeare old, Jewleh, Msrried to daughter
of wealthy Egyptian merchent. Good war record; Wag
one of Bordeaux group who thought Frence eshould set up
refugee government in North Africa after fall. Himeelf
eecaped to Morocco after ermietice where he wee arregted
and sent to Metropole. Eeceped to Switzerland and thence

to England, Ie eald to te enroute from London at preeent time.

WILEY




Gutnihs lomrilirg i

BE . Calrao
This telegran must bE
paraphraeed before bElng Dated November 11, 1943

comzunicated to anyone
other than a Governmental Ree'd 9:14 m.m,, 12th

acency. (BR)
Becretary of Btate

Washington

U8, URGENT

2040, November 11, 8 p.T,

My 2035 November 11, 7 D.fy

Following translation of telegrem received today
fron Egyotian Prime Mihleter end Minjetry for Forsign
Afvsiret

"In the nnme of the Egyptian Government I addrees
%o Your Excelleney an €nergetic Provtesét against the
arbitrary action of the French Committee of National
ILiveEretion vhich has just ordered the errest of the
Preeident of the Lebanese Reoublic the Prime Minister
and two ministerss In adiressing mysclf to thE
reoresentative of the United Btates rampart of liberty
anfl dgmocracy I am convineced that the great power which
ie fightinz for noble orincivals will ExErt 1tself to
assure respect of the great Atlantie Cherter to which
trne Freneh Committee of National Liberation adhered,

Its violation



=2~ #2040, November 11, 8 p.me. from Calre

Its violation of the independence of the Lebanon 18

an act which cannot but arouse general eondemnation and
it will encounser in the United States I am Burt a
dolorous echo",

I understend that protest also sent by lahas

to the Britieh as military associates of Free French

in occupation of Syria and Lebanon and co-guarantors

of their inéevendence, Third conmunication reported
sent de Gaulle saving Egypt and all Arab peoples sclidly
'bzhind Lebanese whom only wrong was to deeire
Independence Day; Expreesing astonishment that such an
act could be committed by representrtives of a France
reputed ae refugee of 1liberty; aeking if such 1s the
conduct to be expected of a France iteelf deprived

of Independence and liberty; asserting such violation
of creed of United Natione is object of universel
reproach; end concluiing that if seituation not remedied”
Eg:-rrpt will be 1led to consider ite position vie a vis
Frano€ in the light of events”,

Bent to the Department, Repeated to Boirut
and Alglerse
KIRE
RR
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BJR Ceiro

This telegram muet be

paraphraeed before being Dated November 11, 1943
communiceted to anvone

other then a Governmentel Rec'd §:04 e.m. 12th

agency. BER)

Secretary of State,

Weehington,

U2 URGENT

2038, November 1, 7 p.m,

Af ternoon preees cerrlee letter =ent yesterday
(repeat yesterdey) by Egyptlsn Prime Minleter to
delegete in Egypt of French Committee of National
Liberation echolng etrong resctiom to Egypt end
Areb peoples me result of politlcel developmente in
Lebanon., Nashae refere to previoue discuselone on
gubject with Catroux who hed glven impreeslon of
desiring reasoncble snd Juet eolution but notee these
good intentione not cerried into effect, ae evidenced
by gquestlonable tectice ue=d in electlone end unjuetified
French sttitude in reepect of revielon of constltutlon
of Lebanon of which independence we= recognized by French
and Britieh snd 1e of inconteeteble legellity regarding
citing of mendete ee fector flguring in sltuatlon Nehne
mainteined mandete tesinning of quotation "dleappesred
in fact and in lew on the day when the French end Eritieh

Governments




«2. #2038, Novemberl], 7 p.m., from Calro,

Governmente recognized the independence of Syria

and the Lebanon. At thet time they sdmitted that
League of Natlone wae not functioning end thet Syria
and Lebanon could not eweit ite problemsrtlcal resurrec-
tion in order to ratify decleien of French end Eritish,

If the mandate remeined in force Eritieh end French

had no right to declere independence and convereely
by eo doing they put end to mendnte.

Nehae esald thet by grenting independence Eritieh
and French were in eccord with Atlentle Cherter end
principles of United Negtione, that he did not doubt
intention of Britieh in thot regsrd and did not deelre
to doubt thosee of Prench Committee. Fe added thet he
hoped situation wee reeult of error which French would
rectify in manner worthy of grest French tradition.

Repeated to Belrut snd Alglere.

KIRK
WEB
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EPH Crire

This telegrim must be

closely pirephrraed be- Dr ted November 11, 193
fore being communiceted

to rnyone. (5C) Ree'd 5135 p.m.

Secretery of Strte,

Weshington.
U8 URGENT
2036, November 11, 5 p.m.

¥y 2029, November 10, 3 p.m, rnd 2033, November
11, 9 e.0.

Eritish Minister of Otete here informs me thet
£lthough Speers wes in conference with Hellew until
efter midnight end wes siven impression thrt no
(repert no) immedicte drestic rotion wes contempleted
by French, Sengrlese trocpa £t 3330 this morning WeEre
ordered to enter privete zpFrtmEnta of Lebrnese Presis-
dent, Prime Minister end £l1 other rvrileble mEmD ErS
of government end errest rnd threw them into jeil.
French £lso decrced dissclution of Perlirment.

Force wrs used in some instences rnd these methods,
combined with infringement of priveey, heve rroussd
greet indignetion in Beirut.

Speers delivered written proteat to Hellem this
morning tnd orelly intimcted thet British might be
compelled to declere mertiel lew, Flen, however,
is to refrein from toking ‘letter step unless French
8o request or disorders ensut jeoprrdlizing bese £t

Beirut which la espeteinlly importent ¢t this moment,

Cragy

B L L L




-2~ #2036, November 11, 5 p.m, from Criro

Crsey hea crbled Londeon thr t he does not (repeet
not) consider thet there is rny use treeting this
erisis in Beirut ce orders originrte in (lziers
rnd recommends thet firm representetions be mede to
the French Committee there prefersbly with the support
of the United Stetes Government,

fccording to reports circuleting in Beirut,
the French mey be contemple ting flying errested
meEmbErs of Lebenese Government to Algiers end British
ere teking steps to prevent them from lesving Sgypt
if they peas through airports here,

Repested to Belrut,

Repeeted to Algiers,

KIRK




. Thie telcgram must be
closely perephrerell be-
fore being communicated
to anyone. ($C)

Becretery of State,

Washlngton.

Calro

Dated Movember 11, 1843

Rec'd 2:1% a.m,

2033, November 11, noon

My 2032 November 11, 11 a,m.

12th

American Army intelligence here advlees report
i L]

received of minor rloting in Belrut thie morning; that

Britieh were not advieed in sdvence of French actlon;

and thet French refueing contact with Eritieh llsson

officer.,

2ent Depertment, repeated to Belrut,

WeB

KIRK
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AMT Cairo

This telegram must DE

glosely paraphrased DeE- Dated November 11, 1943
fore being communicated

to anyone. (3C) Heo!d 2114 pem., 12th,.

8ecretary of State,

Washington.

7.3, URGENT

2041, November 11, 9 p.m,

My 2040, November 11, B p.i.

The King sent for me this aftErnoon and protested
emphatically qgainst-th: French 2ction in the Lebanon.
He said that =s ruler of Egypt which had in the past
striven for liberty and was seeklng to strengthen its
{ndependence, he was profoundly shocked by the treat-
ment of the lebanese and was gonvinced that the
repercussions throughout the Arab world would DbE
extensive, If such methods and notion were allowed,
the presti € of the Unlted Hations would be seriously
imp:ired and foith in their deelarationa lost. HE
asked me to convey the foregoing to my Government.

The King added that he would have preferred to
have anllowed his personal deleg:tion to the Lebanon
to proceed o8 scrheduled but as he ferred that ita
aprival might aggravate the situation, he proposed
to withhold it for the present in order to avold

ndditional



8= #2041, November 11, 9 p.m., from Calro.

sdditional complications which would harm the allles
and aerve German intercsts.
I fully coneur in the opinion thot these eventa
are thorougkly deplorable from the polnt of view of
Allied prestire in the Middle East, The prenent criails,
however, ocannot (repeat not) be judged solely on
the basis of the defective French polley and methods
in 8yriz and the Lebanon, for the problem of Anglo-
Prench reletlons 1s alseo largely iovolved and in that
it 1a nECEHE:PF to consider the continued tortuousness
of those relations in that area, an cetion on the
part of our Government in the przsent crisis therefore aust
needs be predicated on the situation with which we are
aotunlly confronted wlthout regard to the wisdom or Fie
folly of the perties to the develorment of that
situation,

Not repeated anywhere,

KIRK
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CEFP Moscow

This tologram must be g s
closely paraphrased be- Dotod Novomber 11, 1943
fore being communicated

to anyone. (SC) & Reatd 1:01 a.m,, 1l2th.

Secrctory of State

Washington

1913, lNovomber 11, 2 punt.

THE FOLLOVING TELEGRAIl HAS BEEH SENT TO ALGIERS.

November 11, 2 p.n,

Thanks for your 1913, November 4, In the same
donnoetion (FOR MURPHY FROM HARBIMAN) bolieve Fou
will be Interested in what Edon told me before he
left Moacow:

Molotow told Eden tho I'rench Committes had com-
pleined to the Sovicts thot they were not admitted to
the London Council, claiming that the British were
recdy to let them In tut the Soviets haod resisted,
Eden reoplied thet they had hod a similor complaint
from the French explaining that the Soviets wore will-
ing but the British wore not, IEden stated to Molotov
theat this was a eclear indieation tho Frenech were pleying
the Sovict and British Covernments agninst cach othopr,

Sent to Alglers, rcpeated %o the Department,

HARRIMAN

NPL




BJR Celiro

This telegram muet be

eloeely perephreeed be- Dated November 10, 1943
fore being communliceted

to snyone. (20) Rec'd 2:51 e,m, 12th

Becretery of Z2tate,

Weehlngton.

£029,- November 10, 3 p.m.

My 2000, November 8, 10 a.m,

Informal dlgcueelom of Lebenese guestlon with
pfTiclele of ﬁrfice of Minieter of State snd Britieh
Embasey reveale fdllowing general pttitude: Fregent
eritical eituestion 1e reeulte of excegslve legaliem &
resctionery policy of French on one hend and of rampa
nationaliem by locel populsticn on pther hend. By
exhiblting grester flexibllity French might have aver
metter resching euch sdvenced etege ond 1% now remain
to be seen whether they ettempt Ennniliatinn or reaor
to arbitrary pction sgrinet Lebanese Government., If
latter couree sdopted it 1lg regaraed es doubtful if
Government would submit =nd eerloue disordere might
result with consequent repercussione in other Arsb
countries which sre sttentively following development
thugs crerting s slturtlon endengering securlty of thi
sres es militery baee, Such e development would, of
courge, involve direct lntereet of Eritieh who eleo

would find

R TR S S RS e e T
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-2~ #2029, November 10, 3 p.m., from Caire.

would find difficult to remsin peseeive on humanltarian
grounde ehould bloodehed reeult, Furthermore, Brltieh
morally involved eince they were co-guerentors of
orlginal Cetroux independence declsration,

Thue fer Britieh heve attempted to remsin sloof
but London being kept fully informed end matter placed
before Eden when here who, however, wae tooc sbgorbed
with other prbbleme to give 1t eserlous attention,

Mesnwhlle eome repeeursnce wes felt regarding
French intentione on telief thet Helleu who peesed
through Cairo yeeterday en route Belrut carrled & con-
clliatory meesage baeed on declelon of Alglere committee
elthough subesequent sction by Lebanese Ferlisment may
radically alter thig sttitude,

Local ceneorship le ellowing full publicity and
comment provided 1t not over Inflemmatory and preee
strongly supporting Lebaneee with obvicue sporoval of
Egyptian Government, A4m informed, however, complste
ban now lmpoeed on eny appeal for or euggestion of
British intervention.

Reported Egyptien Frime Minleter prepering stotement
on subject for communicetion to locel delegate of French
committee but officiel confirmetion to that effect not

yet evellaeble



-3- #2029, November 10, & p.m,, from Cairo,

yet avellable,

fent to Department, repested te Belrut.

KIEK
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From: London
Tt President of the United States
Number 1,98 November 10, 1943

Prime Minister to President - personal.

1 am not at all content with the changes in
the French National Committee which leave De Gaulle
sole President. The body we recognized was of a
totally different character, the essence being the
co presidency of Giraud and De Gaulle. I suggest
we maintain an attitude of complete reserve until
we can dlscuss the position together.

No Sig

SECRET



AHT Alplewmg
This telegrem must be

cloaely parephrastd bee Dated November 11, 1943
fore brine compunicated
tp anyone. (5C) Rec'd 431005 p.m.

Secretary of 3tate,

¥Washington.

U.3. URGENT

1968, November 11, MNoon.

STRIATLY CONFIDENTIAL FOR THZ SECRETARY AND
FOR DUHd ERO. 'n'II.SCI:II-

My 1462, November 10, Noon can now be disregarded.
The situation has developed gatisfactorily. The
appolintment before the French ComumitteEe ean be madeg
whenever you desire. I should appreciate advice as
to ap roxindtE time when it will e nAadE s

With establishment of the diplomatic mission wE
ghall be entering on a new phase of our relations
with the French Commlittee, It 8SEENS highly important
for sucocss of the miaslion that its }ftut15: be bullt
up adequately at the atarts As you know I have no
1ivin; quartérs of my own nor ts there adequate of flce
spacg, Theese mattera are under the control of our
military suthorities. I should therefore grestly
appreciate it 1f you could see your vay clear to

having




e2e #1968, November 11, Nonn, from Algiers.

having the Var Department advise the Commanding
11 general here of the importance attuched by State
Department to the misslon and requeat that military
authoritics essiast the mission in nbteining adequate

physical facilities,

WILZY

WG
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London
Datod Novomber 10, 1943
Rea'd 10:33 p.m.

L

Seerctary of Stntey
Washington.

7817, tenth

There 18 no axtenslve comment in today's prcss
on the changes in French Committee of Liburation.
Diplom:tle ecorrcapondent of the TIMES stat.d ohint
Giraud's rolingulshmomt of jolnt presideney 1a herdly
surprising when r.ad jointly with the roports from
Alglora during past few weckss, Correspondont went
en to daseribs joint prusideney ns compromise nnd said
thet 1t could only hewve bean tempprery €anures He
gdded that 8ingud was ecritliolzed for taking too meny'c .
daolslons with scant reference to the Comnittee when
vreparing for Corslca landlngs "More shorply then
before there came the demand, traditlonal in French
constitutional 1ife, that the military commonder should
be subordinate t> the clvil powery Gener-l Giraud,
it wna seid,- should choose botween being = member of
the Committes and bolng commander-in-ehicef; he could

] noct be both%.
. Correspondent




=2=#7817, tonth, from London.

Cerrospondent continucd by saying that arrival in
Llgiers of resiatance . roprcsentntivoes gave fresh
impetus to the mwement of opinion and t:nt thase

representatives wire & ssatiafied with 3iraud 23 he

reuld not eall Petaln r troltor nor promlisg to dismisa

11 Vichy officinls on his meturn to France. .Jrticle

went on that Glraud hes usually deelared that he weould

LY TS .
- -

hive nothing to do with polities mnd that his signeturs

of the announcement jointly with de Gaulle cnd his

malntonance of militory command suggosted thet changes
ceome in friendly waye. In analysing changas corrospone
dant stataed that bansefits are obtalned bv chanses

1 bicause now commlittee 1s more widely reprosentative
thun the oldes. D4.ILY HERALD points out thnt efreet of
changes is tn fncroase elviliasn Influence ns thore are
new only two generals on Commd ttoe Inatend of flves
idpiers corresponconts of NEWS CHRONECLE -nd DAILY
EXIRES3 roport that rlthough de Gaulle prossed the
Cormunista to joln somrittes thaoy rafused varticipation
theraine. DATLY HTRROR says that a detarmined, deelsive

and awvthoritative ncow drivo 1s now to be oxpected to

rurge every romalning trace in North Afriea of the

"Vichy mind".
WINANT
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BJR Alglere

Thie telegram muert be

closely perasphraesd hbe- Dated November 10, 1243
fore belng communicated

to anyone. (2C) Rec'd 6:00 a.m. 11lth

Secretary of State,

Waehington.

1566, November 16, 8 p.m, (SECTION CNE)
Genersl Giraud informed me today thet the actlon
of the committee in snnouncing (from Murphy. My 1957
Noverber ) hie excluelon from the committee both ae
co-preeident snd member wee taken contrary to the under—~
etanding had in the committee under the provielons of
the deoree of Cotober 3 (eee my 1706 Cctobter 4) that
underetanding wee to the effect thet Glraud would relin-
guish hie position ee co-presldent end confine himeelf
to the funetione of commender in chief of the French
forces at & subeequent deste which wee not established
and which would depend on milltary oceratione. It wae
underestood that he himeelf would eignify the date.
He informe me thet se it sppesred to him thie
morning that the Committee had not scted in good faith
there would be three coureee open to him (1) to accept
the action of the committee which under the e¢lrcumetances,
he felt would not be dignified snd would ungueetlonsbly
diminleh hie

r.=n
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-2- #1966, November 10, 8 p.m, (SECTICN CNE) from Algiers.

diminieh hie etending authority both with the forcee

ae well me in the eyee of the French suthoritiee. (2)
resort to the use of force to seeert his suthority and
defy thet of the committee or (3) tender hle resignation
commender in chief ee the only dignified eolutiom.

He sgid that he decided on the latter, =ss the firet
golution appeered to him éomantely un=agtlefactory
and the second contrary to both his deeire and French
tradition, He felt pleo that it offered the poepiblllty
of reeolving once end for sll the lseue In the event
thet the committee would recoll from the poeelbllitlce
suggested by his reeipnation and lte effect on the morale
of the French forceer op well == on French and Allled
publiec opinion.

Gireud therefore pt 10 o'clock thies mprning, rent
hie resignetion to the committee. A delegetlon from the
committee, including Catroux, Fleven, Tixier, Mayer,
Frenav Jacaqulinax end Letroceqar, celled on him 2t noon,
etating thet the committee unenimouely deplored hie
resignation snd seking thet he reconeider it, BHe seld
that he eteted hie poerlition very clerrly to the delegatlion
and srked thém to return later in the efternoon when
he eald he would inform them of the conditlione under
which he would reconelder hle rreeignstion. He sdvised

me that the

T — e I S o+ e =




-3~ #1966, November 10, 8 p.v. (SECTICN CNE) from Alglere,

i

me thet the follewing ere the conditlione upon which

he will inelet, in writing, to avold poselible future
. mirunderetanding. '
WILEY

=»
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i34 ; Alglera
This telegrom muat be
closely paraphrased be- pated Wovember 10, 1943

fore being comminfented

to anyones (8C) Rec'd 3334 nem., Hove 1lth

Secretory of State,
“inoshingtona

1966, lovember 10, B pes (SECTION TVO)
Ones Genercl Giroud as CINC would have complete

shorge of operntlons ond moatiers relating teo strotegy

and tnatica,
Tvo, No general officer in the French Army is

to Le brought before any investigoting committee except
with the pricr anproval of the CINC.

Three, ©The oppolntment of genernl and superior
, oflicers and their oromotiona will be made only on
an | the nomination of the CINC to the Commissioner of lar
'5 ‘ - {Le Trocquer).

Fours All militory intelligence services are
to be Aireoted by the CINC.

y Giroud loter in the day infopmed me that these
N | senditions had begen acecsptel ond that o letter will
be adireased to hism signed by nll the members of the
soomittees requeasting him to reconsider hla reaignation
and continue as CINC.

General de Gaulle hns stoted to severnl contocta

that

' # AL

3
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=2= #1966, November 10, 8 vp.m. (SECTION TO) from
Algiers

that 1t 1s his sincere desire that General Glraud'’s
cuthority na CINC of the Irench forces remain undis-
turbed (END OF 1IESBSAGE)

WILEY




10 November 1943

DIPORUTION RECEIVED OVER MIUS TIGKER

Generzl De Gaulle, President of the French Naticnal Committee of
Liberation said that his Committee will be the governing body in metro-
politan France when the Germsn occupation forces have been driven out.

De Gaulle said that no other suthority will be valid in liberated
France, "Nor do I think eny other would be accepted.” Acceptance of his
Committee by the people of occupied France has been assured, he said,

The Committee, he sdded, is prepsring long-range "measures of sovereignty"
to assure practical collasboration between the French suthorities and the
Allied armies when the imvesion of metropoliten Franee is launched.

De Gaulle said that communist elemente in the French Hesistance
movement are expected to be given & place in the administration now estab-
liched in Algiers. "I cannot imegine", he said, "thst one or more repre-
" sentatives of the Communist Perty will not be associated with us soon."
His comments came at & Press Conference called after a shakeup in the
Committee membership which vested control of the Committee in the hands
of De Gaulle and representutives of the French underground=—a move which

was expected to stiffen French demands for an equal voice with the U.S.,

Gresat Britain and Russis in Allied war and post-war ccuncils.
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OUTGOING MESSAGE

Operaticns Division, WDGS
Policy Section, WDOFD OFD
336,2 France (31 Mar 44) 2971 BB

April 3, 1944

Commanding General
USAF in North African Theater
Alglers, Algeria

Commanding General
USAFP in European Theater of Operations
London, England

Nutber: WARX 18614
For Devers and Eisenhower from Marshall.

Considsring an inguiry from COMMAVHAW expressing con-
gern that current French purge trials might have serious
effect upon the discipline and morale of the French Army
and Navy when extended to military snd naval officers and
also might be cleverly used in enemy propaganda to produce
an adverse effect upon the population in Metropolitan France.
ma Joint Chiefs of Staff have coneluded that no action should
ts teken to intervens in such trials at the present tims or
to urge that they be deferred but that the subject of such
tplels should be watched ard the effect on the morale of the
Fprench armed forces promptly re-examined if the trials should
sxtend to French military and naval officer personnel. The
foregoing is for your information.

ORIGINATOR: OFD

INFORMATION: JC/3
G-2 (State Dept)

CAD
Adm. King
Log
oM-0UT-18614 (4 Apr 4h4) 23482 ejv

D
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SECRET

PRIGRITY

1 JANUARY 1944

m' ﬁnn #C/6 7

FROM ABMIRAL LEARY TO GENERAL EISENHOWER,
REPLYING TO YOUR W-8880 OF 31 DECEMBER, THE ASSURANCES GIVEN
BY DE GAULLE ARE ACCEPTABLE TO THE PRESIDENT AS SATISFACTORY.

LEAHY

Released from the White House Map Room
at 1040, EWT, 1 Jamuary 1948,

L. MATHEWSON,
Colonel, General Staff,

SEGRET

-]l =
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MESSAGE TC GENERAL EIEEHHG‘HEEF#' G167

Replying to your W-8959 of 31 December,

the assurances given by de Caulle are acceptable

to the President ss satisfactory.

L
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SECURITY ¢

WAR DEPARTMENT
THE CHIEF OF STAFF
WASHINGTON

DEC 311943
MEMOHANDUM FOR ADMIRAL LFAHY:

With reference to Eisenhower's W-895% of 31 December

copy attached, the following draft message to Genaral Eisenhower

is sulmitted for the President's approvil. The State Department

has been consulted and they concur in this action:

PROPOSED MESSAGE
5
The assurancesigiven by de Gaulle, as stated in your
aht
W-8959 of 31 December 1943, is acceptable to the President #47% | |

—T—:g

hiaef Starf

SECRET-SECURITY




SECRET
PRIORITY

FROM: OPNAY
0 ALUSHA, LOWDON

SECEET AND PERSONAL, NUMPER 451, FOR THE FORMER NAVAL PERSON
FROM THE PRESIDENT.

REPLYING TO YOUR 627 1 AM INFORMED TODAY BY EISENHOWER THAT
MR. WILSON HAS REPORTED TO HIM TEAT THE PERSONS REFERRED TO IN 527
WILL NOT BE BROUGHT TO TRIAL BEFORE THERE 18 A PROPERLY CONSTITUTED
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY IF FRANCE AND THAT DE GAULLE GUARANTEES THEY WILL
IN THE MEANTIME BE HOUSED IN COMFORTABLE QUARTERS ON OUTSKIRTS OF

ALGIERS.



¢ SECRET )

WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE

i

From: Algilers
To : War

No @ W-8959, 31 December 1943
From Zisenhower to Gemeral Marghall for eyes only.

Ambassador Wilson has just reporied to me that
General DeGaulle has given his solemn assurance that
Boisson Peyroutin and Flandin will not be tried before
the French Committee of Liberation has resigned and turn-
ad over its functions to a properly gonstituted national

assembly in France. I re uest that you convey e the Pregil-
aarncst recommendation that this assurance accept-

ed as satisfactory in the gircumstances particularly in view
sf the fact that General DeGaulle gusrantess in addition

t+hat the three men will be housed in somfortable quarters

an the ocutskirts of Alglers and will be provided with all the
necessaries including opportunities ror oxercise et cetera.
general DeCaulle very logically states thet his promiss can-
not extend beyond the time that the French Committee respon-
eibility for administration of present French territory but
that so long as the Committee is operating under i1ts present
status these trials will not occcur.

ACTION: WHITE HOUSE -I':-_rr- (NA
INFORMATION: C OF B
No 51
@uﬂ* 3i/12%0% - v
'bc[fucrci 1:: uSL-r' Elfiz*‘lhz
cM-IN-19134 (31 Dec 43) 11282 mes

SECRET A

THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN 2



WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE

:‘ SECRET [}
1

e

From: Alglers
Te 1§ War
Mo : W~8959, 31 December 1943

From Eisenhower to General Marshall for eyes only.

Ambassador Wilson has just reported to me that
General DeGaulle has given his solemn gssurance
Boisson Peyroutin and #1landin will not be tried before
the French Committee of Liberation has resigned and turn-
- ad over its functions to a properly constituted national

assembly in France. I re uest that you convey tg_;n%sggg;_—
dany my earncst recommendation that this assurance accept-

ed az satisfactory in the eircumstances particularly in view
~f the fact that General DeGaulle guarantees in addition

thet the three men will be housed in comfortable quarters

on the outskirts of Algiers and will be provided with all the
nocessaries including opportunitlies for oxercise et cetera.
General DeGaulle very logically states thet hiz promise can~
not extend beyond the time that the French Committee respon=
e1bility for administration of present French territory but
that so long as the Gommittee 1z operating under its present
status these trials will not occur.

ACTION: WHITE HOUSE P Ern NS
INFORMATION: C OF S

(Qd - 3i/ 12302 . ¥ o8
}g[iwrel To wsher = 31/124902

CcM-IN-19134 (31 Dec 43) 11282 mes
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SECRET

0 Deéember 1943

From: London
For: The President of the Unlted States

Number 527, filed 301610Z

Prime Minister to Fresident Roosevelt, Number
527. Personal and most secret.

1. Your number }j25. We are instructling lacifillan
to associate himself with Wilson in accordance with your
messarge.

2, It is not only a guestion of trials but of
detention in prison meanwhile, In my view the three
centlemen you mention should be at once accorded elither

parole or ball or residence survellle.

No Sig

- SECRET

COPY Eopy



SECRET 27 DECEMEER 1943
PRICRITY

FROM: OPNAV
TO: ALUSHA, LONDON

NUMBER 425, PERSONAL AND SECRET, FOR THE FORMER NAVAL PERSON FROM
THE PRESIDENT,

YOUR 517,

YESTERDAY 1 SENT THE FOLLOWING INSTRUCTIONS TO GENERAL EISENHOWER.

"IN VIEW OF DEVELOPMENTS 1N THE SITUATION SINCE DISPATCH TO TOU
OF THE INSTRUCTIONS INCLUDED IN AGWAR 5456, IT IS DESIFED THAT IF NOT
ALREADY DELIVERED TC THE FRENCH COMMITTEE YOU WITHEOLD IT AND, SUBJECT
T0 YOUR DISCRETION, DELIVER THE FOLLOWING WHICH EXPRESSES MY VIEWS ON
THE MATTER. IF, IN YOUR JUDGMENT, THE SAME ENDS CAN BE QBTAINED THROUGH
INFORMAL DISCUSSION, FORMAL PRESENTATION NEED NOT BE MADE. IN ANY
EVENT WE MUST HAVE FORMAL ASSURANCE FROM THE FRENCH COMMITTEE THAT MO
TRIALS OF THESE INDIVIDUALS WILL TAKE PLACE UNTIL THE RESTORATION OF
FRANCE IS ACCOMPLISFED AND THEN IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CONSTITUTIONAL
LAWS OF THE FRENCH PEPUPLIC,

"IN VIEW OF THE ASSISTANCE RENDERED TVE ALJIED AFMIES DURING

THE NORTH AFRICAN CAMPAIGN BY PEYROUTCN, BOISSON AND FLANDIN THE

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT VIEWS WITH ALARM REPORTS REACHING IT

TO THE EFFECT THAT THESE GENTLEMEN HAVE BEEN CHARGED WITH HIGH

TREASON, 1IF, IN VIEW OF THE CHARGES MADE, IT IS NECESSARY

THAT THESE INDIVIDUALS SHOULD STAND TRIAL, TFEIR TRIALS SHOULD

NOT BE HELD UNTIL AFTER THE LIRERATION OF FRANCE AND THE ESe

TABLISHMENT OF CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERNMENT,'®

ROOSEVELT

Relemsed at 1130, EWT, 27 Dec 43.




TO: ALGIERS

NO: 5752

SECREY AND PERSONAL FROM THE PRESIDENT FOR GENERAL
EISENHOWER.

IN VIEW OF LEVELOPMENTS IN THE SITUATION SINCE DISPATCH
TO YOU OF THE INSTRUCTIONS INCLUDED IN AGWAR 5456, IT IS DESIRED
THAT IF NOT ALREADY DELIVERED TO THE FHENCH COMMITTEE YOU WITHHOLD
IT AND, SUBJECT TO YOUR DISCRETION, DELIVER THE FOLLOWING WHICH
EXPRESSES MY VIEWS ON THE MATTER. IF, IN YOUR JUDGMENT, THE SAME
ENDS CAN BE OBTAINED THROUGH INFORMAL DISCUSSIONS, FORMAL PRE~
SENTATION NEED NOT BE MADE. IN ANY EVENT WE MUST Havk FORMAL
ASSURANCE FROM THE FRENCH COMMITTEE THAT NO TRIALS OF THESE
INDIVIDUALS WILL TAKE PLACE UNTIL THE RESTORATION OF FRANCE IS
ACCOMPLISHED AND THEN IN ACCORDAMCE WITH THE CONSTITUTIONAL LAWS
OF THE FRENCH REPUELIC.

"IN VIEW OF THE ASSISTANCE RENDENKD THE ALLIED ARMIES
DURING THE NORTH AFRICAN CAMPATIGN BY PEYROUTON, BOISSON AND
FLANDIN THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT VIEWS WITH ALARM REFORTS
REACHING IT TO THE EFFECT THAT THES: GENTLEMEN HAVE BEEN (HAHGED

SECRET




SEGRET

WITH HIGH TREASON. 1IF, IN VIEW OF THE CHARGES MAIE, IT IS
NECESSARY THAT THESE INDIVIDUALS SHOULD STAND TRIAL, THEIR
TRIALE SHOULD NOT BE HELD UNTIL AFTER THE LIEERATICN OF

FRANCE AND THE ESTAELISHMENT OF CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERNMENT."

ROOSEVELT

Released from the Map Room, White House,
lm, M, 2& December 19‘31

Robert W. Bogue,
Lt.(Jg) USNR

SECRET




there is enclosed herewith a copy of the dis-
pateh, approved by the President, which has
been transmitted to General Eisenhower.

A copy 1e also being forwarded to
¥r. James C. Dunn for the State Department,

R. W. DOGUE
M.u_;]m

t Mook Bt
\-3;_.’4(!,,_-,,.- 2 A 1J 26 Ase Y5,

SECRET

U T T WamR




SECRE!
BLAL) 26 December 1943
SECRET
MEMOHANDUM FOR:

MR, JAMES C. DUNN

At the instance of Admiral Leshy,
there is enclosed herewith a copy of the die-
pateh, approved by the President, which has
boen transmitted to Genersl Kisenhower.

A copy ie also being forwarded to
General Hull for General Marshall,

R. W, BOGUE
Lieut, (Jg) USNR

Pt

\-;--":?...4&4' ‘l‘{a-m 5;,:; j.J R 4 x{.-fc. "/\? »
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SECRET

BLACE & 26 DECEMBER 1943
TO ADMIFAL LEARY FROM THE PRESIDENT.
DRAFT OF MESSAGE TO EISENHOWER SUGGESTED IN YOUR WHITE 14 APPROVED

FOR TRANSMISSION.

RECE 281700Z FEWB

Notified Admirel Lemhy, 261705,
Sent Dispatch to War Department Code Room, 2817465,

At direction of Admiral Leaahy, gave copy of reply to
Mr+ Dunn and Gen Hull,

RWB

SECRET

R At B o e b . P TN N T T T mﬁim



8 ® SHORET

WAR DEPARTMENT lg- j

WAR DEPARTMENT GENERAL STAFF
OPFERATIONE [ VIS
WASHINGTON

25 December 1943

MEMORANDUM FOR ADMIRAL LEAHY:

The attached draft reply to Genersl Smith's message
to the Chief of Staff, a copy of which was forwarded to
the Fresident, has been prepared in collaboration with
Mr. Dunn of the State Department, in accordance with in-
structions from the White House that the President de—
sired General Marshall and you to propose & megsage to
General Eisenhower on the subject.

General Mershall has not seen the attached draft,
but I believe it expresses his views.

Assistant Chief of Stafyf.

SECRHT
T s e gy
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In view of developments in the situation since dispatch to you ;f
the instructions included in AGWAR 5456, it 1'_ desired that if r.olt
already delivered to the French Committee you withhold it and, subject
to your discretion, deliver the follotm{ﬂ:rough Ambassador Hils:mj
which expresses my views on the matter. If, in your judgment, the
same ends can be obtained through informal discussions, formal
presentation need not be made. In any event we must have formal
assurance from the French Committee that no trislnla of these indivi-
duals will take place until the restoration of France is accon;plishaﬁ
and then in accordance with the constitutional laws of the French
Republiec.

?In view of the assistance rendered the Allied armies during
the North African Cempaign by Peyrouton, Boisson and Flandin the
United States Govermment views with alarm reports reaching it to

- the effect that these gentlemen have been charged with high
\

treason. If, in view of the charges made, it is necessary that

these individuals should stand trial, their trials should not be

held until afder the liberation of France and the establishment

i :
nml Envarnnlnnt. £ W ULk ,1/ :
e AT e A i
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25 Degenber 19473

MEMORARDUM FOR COLOMEL SEXTON:

The sttached messages are being sent to you es
directed by Colonel Mathewson,

Fu He GRAHAM,
1st Lt, AGD.

- #* gﬂt-«kf&
~PoTud 513, od /
E:-;ﬂ PM 4:3 Cheplon. *JJJ?) 29 ee. 43 .

PT0S - ELSNHOWER, % Lont, . 5456, 2 Aoe 43
ElsEnHower — POTOS. po @ 22 Al 43,
pm-Poros, * 517, a3 Lelys.




BLACKE 4 25 DECEMEER 19843

(it Gauk s Druf (oo

RE YOUR WiITE 13, REFER TO ADMIRAL LEAHY AND GENERAL MARSHALL FOR

PREPARATION OF REPLY,

RECD 261648Z FHG

Colonel Mathewson informed. He turned problem over to
Colonel Sexton (Gen Marshall is out of town.) Colomel
Sexton, snd War advisers, with Kr. Dunn of the State
Department prepared a t&ntative reply for Admiral
Lenhy's spproval.

e eee—— s e
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WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF
WASHINGTON

25 December 1943

The following message has just been received from Bedell
Smith in Alglers and is quoted for your information:

"] returned to Algiers lest night having stopped at Tunis
for & econference with the former Naval person who showed me a
message he wes sending the President suggesting certain modifice-
tions in the form and manner of transmission of the President's
message to the French Committee of National Liberation given us
in AGWAR 5456. TFor this reamson, and because the matter is so
important, I have refrained from giving the Presidenti's message
t0 the French Committee until Genersal Eisenhower's return tomorrow,
However, I think you should be fully informed of the probable re-
action and consequences regarding which you may see fit to advise
the President. Unguestionably, if this messege is delivered with
the wording given in AGWAR 5456, the Committee will either refuse
to receive it as not having been sent through diplomatic channels
or will comsider it se an ultimatum and will reject it. In either
svent, the result is a direct slap at the President which the United
States could not mcoept, and its only alternative would be to with-
draw recognition of the Committee and to stop the French rearmament.
The implications in connection with operation ANVIL are obvious.
The results desired by the President can be attained by milder
methods, in fact, we have already been assured that the proposed
trial of Boisson and Company will amount simply to & civil investi-
gation, which will be terminated for lack of evidence or which will
be deferred until France is liberated. Ambassador Wilson has recom-
mended through the State Department that this more indirect method
of approach be used, and I am hopeful that his recommendation will
be accepted. MNevertheless, in anticipation of a decision to the
gontrary, we are taking the necessary preliminary military measures.
For your personal information, the Prime Minister was at first very
angry at the arrest of Bolsscn, and he is gt1ll urging us to take
a very positive stand, while at the same time he is communicating
with the Foreign Office in the direction of milder actlon; his
inelination is pugnacious, but he will back down imn the face of
Foreign Office opposition as he has always done in the past if it
oame to an issue. Comsequently, im the event of an abrupt break
with the Committes which might upset our military plans, the onus
would be borne by the United States."

This was sent to the President at Hyde Park
as WHITE 13, 2516152 Dec 43. Answered by

BLACE 4, 251648 Dec.

chkd HRWB

Deth O« Lsab *r-} See. Ik
W F’,'L'J-L. ‘JLH U\ “f't_:'r_.
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The War Department is not familiar with the specific

of the original message to the French Committee. How=

, in view of the possible effect on ANVIL, General Eisenhower
been authorized to withhold the delivery of the message until
receives further sadvice on the matter.

W

Chief of

%

l’!‘a
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WAR DEPARTMENT ,

b SECRET k ﬂ,& \

CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER 4

INCOMING MESSAGE

PRIORITY

From: Alglers
To: VA.'g

NR: W-8446, 2ith December 1943
For Marshnll signed Eisenhower cite FHNCS,

On recelpt of the letter referred to in your EEQE' i
of 23rd December, DsGaulle asked for a meeting with the
Commander in Chief representative to discuss the terms i
of the assurance required by the Commander in Chief. As
far as can be ascertained, the committee realize the rea-
sonableness of Commander in Chiefs demand and are willing
to give the necessary assurance with, possibly, certain
safeguards. It had been intended tc arrange for the meeti-
to be held today, but in view of the Presidents in-
structions conteined in cable 54856 it was decided to post-
pone the meeting on reequipped Divisions until about Decem-
b&!‘ Eﬁthi ﬁ_-l??_ af o

The matter in question was also the subject of tele-
gram number 181 of December 18th, 11AM to the Department of
State from Ambascador filson addressed to Mister James Dunn
wnd to Assistant Secretary of Wer MeCloy. A telegram num-
ber 210 December 22nd, £ PM for Anbassador lVilson from the
Department of State stated that the stand taken by General
Eisenhover and Anbasssador Wilson ana the procedure outlined
in Mister Wilsons telegram under reference were approved by
the War Department.

No 38ig.
5492 is CM-0UT-8558 (22 Dec 43) 8GS
5456 is a White Eouse measage.
ACTION: WHITE HOUSE (COL, MATHEWSON)
INFORMATION: gPJg s
°* SECRET COPY No. -

Cl=IRnk580ke dRAnRstRcH3dry oF T iB%sAcEDE ForaiDDEN

-

b3



)

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 23, 19

MEMORANDUM FOR
ADHMIRAL LEAHY:

I think this is interesting.
Evidently the State Department dld not
1ike my drastic telegram and is now trring
to pin it on the Prime Minister. As you
know, I feel just as strongly as the

Prime Minister did in his dispatch.

F.D.R.




y ® SECRET g

WAR DEPARTMENT |
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER I\ ¥~

OUTGOING MESSAGE

CONFERENCE BETWEEN MR. WILSON ﬁm MR. DUNN.
23 DECEMBER 1943 14062 TO 1420Z

WASHINGTON PARTY
MR, JAMES C. DUNN

ALGIERS PARTY
MR. EDWARD C. WILSON

- 7 HELLO ED.

A: I WANTED TO KNOW IF THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN MY TELEGRAM
NO. 216, DECEMBER 21, 1943 SIX PM BEFORE HE SENT HIS MESSAGE
OF DECEMBER 22, 70 EISENHOWER.

L NO HE HAD NOT. I KNOW YOURS CAME IN AFTERWARD, ED.

A WELL I THINK HE'LL HAVE TO SEE THAT. HAVE YOU GOTTEN
YET MY MESSAGE 230"0F DECEMBER 22, B8:00PM?

W: NO I HAVE KOT SEEN IT.

Az WELL YOU OUGHT TO SHOW HIM THOSE AS SOON AS YOU CAN.
MCMILLAN AND I ARE TRYING TO WORK THIS THING OUT. THERE ARE
TWO DEVELOPMENTE I WANT TO TELL YOU APOUT THAT I THINK THE
PRESIDENT SHOULD KNOW ABOUT AT ONCE. THE FIRST ONE IS THAT
MCMILLAN EAS BEEN TOLD BY THE PRIME MINISTER THAT HE HAS ASKED
TO EXAMINE THE QUESTION OF THE FORMS AND MANNER UNDER
WHICH THIS ACTION SHOULD BE TAKEN. TO LOOK INTO THE QUESTION
OF THE FORMS AND MANNER. THE SECOND POINT IS THAT MCMILLAN IS
GOING TO SEE THE PRIME MINISTER ON SATURDAY, AND FEELS IT MOST
IMPORTANT THAT NO ACTION BE TAKEN UNTIL HIS RETURN. I SUTPORT
THAT STRONGLY. EISENHOWER IS NOT HERE, BUT LATER THIS AFTER-

NOON GENERAL SMITH RETURNS AND HGMILLA‘H A].'ID I AHE GDIHG TD

TALK WITH HIM. URG

Wi WHEN DOES EISENHOWER RETURN?

WD 7C 103 (23 Dec 43) Pas

SECRET COPY No.
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Y ® SECRET g

WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

OUTGOING MESSAGE

A I DON'T KNOW WHEN HE COMES BACK. SMITH RETURNS TEIS
AFTERNOON, PROBABLY IN ABOUT AN HOUR OR TWO, WLATHER PERMITTING.
WE FEEL, THAT IS MCMILLAN AND I, T PRESENTATION OF THAT
MESSAGE SHOULD BE DELAYED UNTIL AFTER ~TO TALK

.—NOW AS-YOU WILL NOTICE FROM MY
TELEGRAM, HE AND I I INFORMAL TALKS WITH THE SEGREE HAVE
BEEN TRYING TO WORK THIS OUT ON THE BASIS OF GETTING ASSURANCES
THAT THESE PEOPLE, THESE THREE THAT WE ARE INTERESTED IN, WHO
HAVE BEEN ARRESTED THAT THEY WOULD NOT BE TRIED UNTIL AFTER THE
LIBERATION OF FRANCE AND THE RETURN OF FRANCE AND THE SETTING
UP OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL LEGAL GOVERNMENT. IN THE MEANWHILE
THAT THEY WOULD NOT BE KEPT UNDER A PRISON REGIME BUT WOULD BE
ALLOWED TO BE KEPT IN THEIR HOMES UNDER CIVILIANS OR SOMETHING
OF THAT SORT. NOW IF YOU EAVEN'T SEEN MY LAST TELEGRAM YOU
DON'T KNOW THE DEVELOPMENTS OF LAST NIGHT. WE CALLED YESTERDAY -
AFTERNOON ON THE SEGREE AND TOLD HIM HOW SERIOUSLY DISTURBED |
WE WERE ABOUT THIS MATTER HOW SURE WE WERE IT WAS GOING TO CAUSE
VERY PROFOUND FEELINGS ON THE PART OF THE PRESIDENT AND PRIME
MINISTER. WE HOPE RESPONSIBLE PEOPLE HERE WOULD TRY TO WORK
OUT SOME WAY THAT WOULD PREVENT A VERY SERIOUS STTUATION
DEVELOPING. WE SAID WE HAD NO INSTRUCTIONS, WE'RE DOING IT
ENTIRELY ON OUR OWN. WE ASKED THE SEGREE TO LAY THAT BEFORE
THE FRENCH COMMITTEE. THEY HAD A MEETING THIS MORNING AND THE
SEGREE JUST A LITTLE WHILE AGO TOLD US BOTH THAT THE JIST OF IT
IS SIMPLY THIS: THAT A SPECIAL DECREE WILL BE ISSUED WHICH WILL
PERMIT THE INVESTIGATING MAGISTRATE TO DEFER THE DECISION AS TO
WHETHER THE TRIAL SHOULD TAKE PLACE BY THE TRIBUNAL UNTIL AFTER
THE LIBERATION OF FRANCE, ON THE GROUNDS THAT THEY HAVE NOT THE
WITNESSES HERE, THE RECORDS CAN'T BF NBTAINED. NOW THIS WILL
MAKE IT POSSIBLE IN FACT FOR THE TRI/f OF THE THREE WE ARE
INTERESTED IN TO BE DEFERRED UNTIL THE END OF THE WAR IN FRANCE.
IN THE MEANWHILE THE COMMITTEE WOULD BE ABLE TO SEE THAT THE
PRISONERS WERE KEPT UNDER CONDITIONS THAT WOULD NOT BE THE
PRESENT REGIME. NOW OF COURSE OUR CONVERSATIONS HERE HAVE BEEN
ENTIRELY INFORMAL AND PERSONAL AND SO NO ASSURANCE HAS BEEN
ASKED FOR FORMALLY AND NONE GIVEN, BUT THAT IS THE LINE ON
WHICH IT CAN BE APPROACHED AND I BELIEVE WORKED OUT IF IT IS
DESIRED TO HAVE IT WORKED OUT. YOU OF COURSE APPRECIATE THE
SITUATION WHICH WOULD BE CREATED HERE BY THE PRESENTATION OF
THE MESSACE IN THE FORM THAT WAS SENT TO EISENHOWER.,

W: WE AFPRECIATE THAT.

e
WD TC 103 (23 Dec 43) ]
SECRET COPY No.
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Az

W

Az

W:
Az
W:

A:

i~

As

W:

A:

| FR1

WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

OUTGOING MESSAGE

THAT IS THE STORY AS IT STANDS AT PRESENT BUT WE WOULD
LIKE VERY MUCH THA™ IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE TO DELAY ANY ACTION
UNTIL AFTER MCMILIAN HAS SEEN THE PRIME MINISTER. WE'RE GOING
TO TALK TO GENERAL SMITH O TUAT LINE AND I WILL SEND YOU A
TELEGRAM TONIGHT WHICH WILL SUMMARIZE WHAT I HAVE BEEN SAYING
AND WILL TELL YOU THE LAST DEVELOFMENTS IN IT.

MCMILIAN IS LEAVING ON SATURDAY AND YOU DO WOT ENOW WHEN
HE WILL BE BACK?

HE WILL BE BACK ON THE NEXT DAY. I THINK FROBABLY ON
SUNDAY. I WISH VERY MUCH THAT YOU WOULD HAVE THE PRESIDENT
SEE MY TELEGRAM NUMBER 216, OF DECEMBER 21, AND ALSO MI 230.

HE HAS SEEN THE 216 OF DECEMBER 21 THAT CAME IN AFTER HIS
MESSAGE WAS SENT, NOW THE NEXT ONE, 230 OF DECEMBER 22.

I WISH THAT WOULD RE BROUGHT TO HIS ATTENRTION IMMEDIATELY
TOO. AS WELL AT TEE ONE I AM SENDING TONRIGHT.

WE WILL DO THAT AND YOU WILL SEND A MESSAGE TONIGHT AFTER
YOU HAVE TALKED WITH GENERAL SMITH.

YES THAT IS RIGHT.

WELL THE SECRETARY WANTED ME TO TELL YOU THAT THIS WHOLE
ACTION WAS INSTIGATED BY THE PRIME MINISTER.

I THINK YOU WILL BE INTERESTED TO KNOW THAT IN LINE WITH
WHAT MCMILIAN WAS TOLD BY THE PRIME MINTSTER THIS MORNING WHEN
I GOT THE FIGURES THAT HE WANTED EDEN TO DETERMINE THE QUESTTION
OF THE FORM ARD MANNER, THAT THE PRIME MINISTER SEEMS TO BE .
BACKING WATER A LITTE, AND HE IS BEGINNING TO SEE I THINK A
LITTLE OF WHAT THE SITUATION WOULD BE THAT HE HAD TO FACE, IF
THIS THING WENT THROUGH THIS MORNING.

I SEE. S0 A LITTLE FURTHER STUDY IS BEING GIVEN TO THE
FORM AND MANNER.

VERY MUCH 30. UNTIL WE HEAR FROM THE FRIME MINISTER AND
FROM THE BRITISH FOREIQH OFFICE I THINK WE OUGHT TO GO VERY

SLOWLY.

4—3..-
"
WD TC 103 (23 Dec 43)
SECRET COPY No.
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® SECRET @
WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

OUTGOING MESSAGE

I UNDERSTAND THAT AND I WILL REPORT THAT, ALL I CAN TEL
IS- THE SECRETARY AUTHORIZED ME TO TELL YOU THAT THIS WHOLE
ACTION WAS INSTIGATED TED BY THE PRIME MINISTER P
A MESSAGE HE SENT TO THE P : TED THE PRESI
TQ ACT. THE PRESIDENT TOOK THIS ACTION AS REQUESTED AND IN
FORMED THE FRIME MINISTER. NOW IF YOU HAVE ANYTEING FURTHE
TO REPORT AFTER YOUR TALK WITH GENERAL SMIT' OR GENERAL SMI
HAS ANYTHING TO REPORT ON THE PART OF GENERAL EISENHOWER I
SUPPOSE YOU WILL SEND THOSE MESSAGES IN THIS AFTERNOON AFTE
YOUR CONFERENCE WITH GENERAL SMTTH?

A YES HE WILL TELEGRAFH IT TONIGHT.

I AM NOT IN A POSITION TO SAY ANYTHING ELSE OTHER THAN
TELL YOU WHERE THE ACTION WAS INITIATED.

hi I UNDERSTAND PERFECTLY AND I THINK YOU MIGHT BEAR IN M
THAT IF YOU KILL THE ACTION THAT WAS INITIATED BY THE PRIME
MINISTER, IT IS BEING DONE BY A MAN WHO HAS BEEN VERY ILL
RECENTLY, AND HE FERHAPS IS GIVING UNDUE ATTENTION TO IT ON
THAT ACCOUNT. I HOPE ¥YOU Skt WHAT I MEAN,

W

W: HE HAS NOW PLACED IT IN THE HANDS OF EDEN FOR FURTHER
ADVICE AS TO FORM AND MANNER,

Az THAT IS RIGHT.

W: I WILL REPORT THAT IMMEDIATELY, AND ANYTHING THAT YOU

HAVE FROM YOUR CONFERENCES YOU WILL SEND IN. THE FRESIDENT
, I8 OF COURBE VERY MUCH EXERCISED ABOUT IT PARTICULARLY ON TE
yot - BUSS CASE. HE IMMEDIATELY REACTED TO THE FRIME MINISTERS WOF

A: 5 WELL I THINK AS I SAY, PRIME MINISTER IS BACKING DOWN SC

W: WELL, I WILL REPORT THAT IMMEDIATELY ED. WE ALL REALI?
VERY FULLY WHAT THE REACTION WOULD BE TO THIS PARTICULAR ACT

At WELL I AM THINKING NOT ONLY OF THE REACTION THAT WOULD
CAUSED HERE EUT THE REACTION THAT WOULD BE CAUSED AT HOME, I
THINK THE MATTER IS VERY INTERESTING I WILL TELL YOU HOW

bl
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OUTGOING MESSAGE

SERIOUS THE IMPLICATIONS ARE,

Ws YES. WELL THANK YOU VERY MUCH IT IS GOOD TO HAVE THIS
AT THIS TIME, I WILL GET IT RIGHT ACROSS TO THE PRESIDENT.

At ALL RIGHT. WE WILL KEEP YOU INFORMED.

W FINE THANK YOU. GOODBYE.

A COODEYE,

ORIGINATOR: Mr Dunn (St Dept)
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SECRET

From: BKdv of AFHQ-Adv CP at AMILCAR near Tunls
To: The Fresident of the United States

No. i Filed: 22}’1?33 A
To AGWAR for the President from Eisenhower clte

FHCOS.
News of the arrest of Bolsson, Peyrouton and

Flandin has just reached me at Advanced Headquarters
in Italy where I am visiting the front. I have also
only this minute received copy of the Prime Minister's
message to the Foreign Secretary and the Resident
Minister at Alglers expressing his concern at this
action of the French National Comuittee, I am profoundly
disturbed, particularly in the case of Bolsson who acted
for a time as my loyal subordinate, I have radloed
Murphy of my conviction that if the Comulttee presses
this affair to itfs provable conclusion it can only re-

. sult in the most serious consequences, Smith 1s flying
L to Alglers tomorrow morning and will confer with Murphy

and Macilillan. arnnr

Preasistind Koe ol 5, it Mo sie
W T Odan /{% i Bt 2%1/7/0 /_.-'“ _}ﬂ____



SECRET

SECRET
PRICRITY
FROM: WAR

TO:  AIGTERS §E4EE

SECRET AUD PERSONAL FROM THE PRESIDENT FOR GENERAL EISENHOWER.

PLEASE INFORM THE FRENCH COMMITTEE AS FOLLOWS: QUOTE. IN VIEW
OF TFE ASSISTANCE GIVEN TC THE ALLIBD ARMIES DURING THE CAMPAIGN IN
AFRICA BY BOISSON, PEYROUTIN, AND FLANDIN, YOU ATE DIRECTED TO TAKE NO
ACTION AGATNST THESE INDIVIDUALS AT THE PRESENT TIME. UNQUOTE.

KEEF THE FRIME MINISTER INFORMED.

ROCSEVELT

Helsased from tha White Hou o Mep Room
at 1156, EWT, 22 Decembor 1843,

L. MATHEWSOY,
folonel, Jeneral Staff.




December 22, 1044.

SECRET

PRESIDENT TO EISENHOWER

Please inform the French Committee

Ay -

as follows:

"In view of the assistance glven to the

allied armies during the campalign in Afrieca
by Boisson, Peyroutin, and Flandin, you are

directed to take no action against these

B i e B
X T — - e

individuals at the present time."

W R Moot foregs)

o



22 December 1943

© SECRET

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF STATE

The President has directed that Mr. Murphy be advised that
he (the President) has this date dirscted Gensral Eisenhower to
inform the French Committee ms follows:

"In view of the assistance given to the allied

armies during the csmpaign im Africa by Bolsson,
gutin, and Flandin, you are directed to take no

Peyr
sotion against these individuals at the present time."

General Eisenhower was likewlse requested to keep the Prime
Minister informed.

L. MATHEWSON,
Colonel, General Staff,
Assistant Military Alde to the President.

SECRFT
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SECRET
PRICRITY

FROM: WAR
TO: FHEEDOM, ALGIERS

NOs 5457, 22 DECEMEER 1943,

FOR TEE EYES OF GENFRAL EISENHOWER OR GENERAL SMITH ONLY FOR
DELIVERY TO THE PRIME MINISTER,

PERSONAL AND SECRET. NUMBER 423, FROM THE PRESIDENT ¥OR THE
FORMER NAVAL PERSQN. -

REFERRING 70 YOUR 518, I HAVE SENT THE FOLLOWING TO EISENHOWER

THIS DATE:

"PLEASE INFORM THE FRENCH COMMITTEE AS FPOLLOWS:

"IN VIEW OF ASSISTANCE GIVEN TO THE ALLIED ARMIES DURING

THE CAMPAIGHN IN AFRICA BY POISSON, PEYROUTIN AND FLANDIN, YOU

ARE DIRECTED TO TAEE MO ACTION AGAINST THESE INDIVIIUALS AT

THE PRESENT TIME.'®

1 HOFE YOU ARE IN FULL AGREEMENT WITH THIS DIRECTIVE AND WILL 850
INFORM EISENHOWER AND MACMILLEN.

IT SEEMS TO ME THAT THIS IS THE FROPER TIME EFTECTIVELY TO ELIMINATE
THE JEANNE D'ARC COMPLEX AND TO RETURK TO REALISM. T TOC AM SHOCKED BY

THE FIGH HANDED ARRESTS AT THIS TIME.
ROCSEVELT.

Released from the White House Map Room
at 1150, EWT, 22 December 1843,

L. MATHEWSON,
Colonel, General Staff,
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21 Decembar 19243

From: Lomdon
Tai The President of the United States
Number 513 Filed: 21/2209Z

Prime Minister to President Roceevelt perconel and
most secret. No. 513,

1. I am shocked st the arrests reported this morning
of Boleson, Peyrouton and Flandin., There are even rumours
hare that the first two at any rate will be shot. I con-
sider I have a certein ctligation as, in supporting your
policy and that of General Eimenhower, I did undoubtedly
in Algiers in February encourage these men to holéd firm in
their posis and aid ue in our etruggle for Tunlas, saying
also in that case, "Count on me". It seens to me the
American obligation is even stronger because we weres ad-
mittedly following (query) your general lines.

2, I trust, therefore, you will take what stepe
you cepn to imprese upon the French Committee the unwisdom
of their present proceedinge. You, no doubt, will also
be considering the questlon of offering amsylum. Fray let
me know if there is eny way in which we could help.

No Bi1g

SEGRE!

B
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