LY SECRET ®

WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

SECURITY CONTROL

Operations Divieion, WIGS [
Policy SBection, WDOFD f
OFD 381 Sec (15 Oct L4%) JEW

COMMANDING GENERAL Ootcber 18, 1943
AMBME CAIRO EGYPT

Fumbar T455
From Marshall for Rayee
For your information only the Combined Chiefe of Staff
bave approved the recommendations of General Eissnhower that until

such time as availability of foroes and weather oonditions make
operation ACCOLADE a reascmable undertaking, it will be postponed.

ORIGINATOR: OFD

INFORMATION: JCS
Lag
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CG, FREEDOM ALGIERS

Number 182

BRITISH CHIEFS OF STAFF .
USFUR LONDON ENGLAND !

Number R-4458

For Eisenhower Freedom Algiers, FAN 250, from the Combined
Chiefs of Staff.

Conbined Chiefs BIGOT of Staff today approved recom-
mendation of General Eisenhower contained 1uFEI! Sﬂi.t

(1 S

mﬂw‘ﬁ: 7/ >
Aepeak v
dud ecision
Mt Mlodes
ORIGINATOR: CC/S ﬁ?’mm s
. .
Ak : pot be -‘Mui(
NFORMATION: OPD R
GEN STRONG al i Vitre—
GEN ARNOLD
ADM KING
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PRIORITY o )—
OENERAL MARSHALL EYES ALONE (
From: Cairo
308 memo, 1-4-7% 'APR 24 197
No. AMSME 8496, 11th October 1943 By RHP, NLR, Date 4

;;;n-rn alone Marshall signed Royce re my 8328 and your

Minutes of meeting Commanders in Chief committee
held here October 10th indicate as follows: At meoting
held previous day st La Marsa between Eimenhower the
three Commanders in Chief Mediterranean and three Com-
manders in Chief Middle East it was concluded that air-
forcesrequired for Accolade could mot be provided with-
out jeopardizing operations in Italy nor could additional
landing craft required for increased scale of Accolade
be provided without jeopardizing stores built up inm Italy
and smphibious operations planned in Italy. Accordingly
it was recommended to Combined Chiefs of Staff that
Accolade be postponed until weather conditions and avail-
able resources made operation reasonable undertaking and
that possibility be reconsidered after Rome captured, As
result this decision sirforces temporarily in Middle East
would be withdrawn after October 10th and also accepted
that noc naval operations should be carried out im Aegean
after that date. C in C had wired Middle East that
Accolade not to take place and preparations should be made
to evacuate Aegean. C in C Levant advanced view that
while these preparations necessary they need not necessarily
be implemented, that great advantages in maintaining pos-
ition in Letos and Bamos as it would contain superior
German forces in sensitive area, that also Castel Rosso
should be retained and outlying detachments kept inm Symi,
BEtampalia and other islands. He said First Sea Lord agred
that expenditure paval craft would probably be out of pro-
portion to value of operation mnd evacuation by sea must
therefore be ruled out., Buggested British in Samos should
remain if necessary joining Guerrillas im hills, C im C
MEF pointed out that maintenance of Leros difficult and
might ultimately necessitate evacuation which would slso
be difficult effected through Turkey, that German
intentions toward Leros would be clarified in 48 hours,
that if they failed im their Amphibious attack on the
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island it was possible their sent air sattack which is
heavy and destructive of supplies would be reduced, that
after attack 1t would be possible and nacessary to rein-
force Leros and Castel Rosso. LGA stated in spite of
heavy losses from air attack islands could hold out one
month on present reserves, Turks most helpful so far but
Germans might well complain to Turkey if they hear of it,
impossible send supplies now in big ship and ferrying by
Caique difficult when weather deteriorates, building up
big dumps to be avoided due lack transport to clear them
and danger of air attack, British and Italian garrisona
total equivalent one division, maintenance commi tment
exclusive civilian populations estimated 200 tons daily.

C in C Levant said could put 40 men or equivalent tonnage
supplies on Leroa in each submarine going on patrol with
limited reinforcements and supply by ML and MTB also
small deliveries by parachute, main proapect supply how-
ever through Turkey. Acting air officer C in C Middle
East said sfter withdrawal Lightnings and B24's loaned by
MAC there would remain in Mid East 3 Beaufighter Squadrons
and possibly 2 Heavy Bomber Squadrons in addition to 201
group, that transport air craft now here would remsin

and possible MAC would provide more Beaufighters,

2hn| :':"'"l'i

*L=%-T ‘o

THIAISSVIDaA

Commanders in Chief

(A) Agreed Leros, Samos and Castel Rosso should be
held and cutposts maintained in Stampalia, Symi and
other suitable islands.

(B) Buggested cancellation by C in C MEF of order
for evacuation of Stampalis =nd Bymi.

(C) Agreed if administrative reasons make evacuation
of Aegean pecessary British in Samos should remsin and if
necessary joim Ouerrillas im hills, until Leros success-
fully evacuated Symi should be held, should retain Castel

(D) Gave instructions that joint planning staff
prepare plan for evacuation Aegean having in mind conm-
clusions in preceding subparagraph and examining possibility
of evacuating Leros by ses to Middle East.

CM-IN-8715 (11 Oct 43)
“ﬂ COPY-u
TWE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS E IS FORBIDDEN

o)
L]
5
=
g -
™
[ ]
I
=
==
o
—
g
F -




@ SECRET @

WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

From:
To: AGWAR

No, AMSME 8498, 11th October 1943

(E) Agreed must endeavor supply Leros and Samos
throught Turkey and msked C im C MEF discuss this with
Appropriate political suthorities.

(F) Instructed force 282 to concert with RAF and
Mavy means of reinforcing Castel Rosso, Leros and Symi
after repulse of German assault on Leros and to look
into with RAF possibility of delivering personnel of
Greek Sacred Bquadron to Samos by parachute.

(@) Instructed force 2082 with HAF and Bavy to con-
sider extent to which Leros and Samos might be maintsined
by sea end air,

(H) Agreed that for time béing should continue
Administrative preparations for Accolade.

(I) Directed mecretary to prepare telegram Chiefs
of Staff, Elsenhower and MA Ankars advising them of pro-
posed action in Aegean, g

Ko Big

HOTE: 7220 is CM-QUT-2590 (7 Oct 43) OPD
8328 is CM-IN-3092 (5 Oct 43) OPD

DECLASSIFIED
ACTION: GEN HANDY JC5 memo, 1-4-T4 ”R z{ m‘

By RHP, NLR, Date
[NFORMATION: GEN. DEANE (CC/S)
GEN. BEDFLL SMITH
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From: AFEQ Adv Command Post Carthage Tunisia
To: WAR Wo, 6563 NAF Wr. 384

USFOR London Wo. #

AFHQ in Worth Africa No. #

8 October 1943

To AGWAR for the Combined Chiefs of 8taff and to
U3FOR for the British Chiefs of Staff from the Commander
in Chief AFHQ Adv CP AMILCAR. éﬁ‘.—u NAF number 384>
BIGOT ACCOLADE. Repeat to Fre I T L o

I held a meeting st LaMarsa today attended by CINC
Med, Air CINWC Med, Gemersl Alexander, CINC Mideast, CINC
Levant, Deputy AOC CINC Mideast. The mideast situation
w88 exhaustively explored in an effort to find means to
restore the situstion in the Aegean by the sssault and
¢apture of Rhodes. Our combined resources were reviewed
and the effects of diversions on the Italian campsign
considered, together with the effects of a pause in Italy
while Rhodes was secured. The following report represents
unanimous views of all Commanders in Chief:

Para 2. Present situstion in Aegean. Operations
against Dodecanese were originally designed to take full
advantage of the Italisn srmistice and to exploit it to
the maximum possible extent. Becsuse of enemy anxiety inmn
this theater he rescted even more strongly than expected
and brought reinforcements of GAF from Russia and France,
which at once resulted in giving him slmost complete con-
trol of the air and, consequently, of the ses in Aegean.
COB with its sirfields was lost, and as » result it has
been impossible to build up our garrisons with adequate
Wespons. This situstion has been aggravated by the poor

CN-IN-5833 (10 Oct 43) I
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fighting spirit of the Italians and the imadequacy of
their fixed defenses and equipment. This has placed the
gerrisons of the islands remaining in our hands in
imminent danger and they cannot be reinforced without
incurring prohibitive Naval losses. Owing to the remote-
nesa of our air bases ss well as deterioration of the
weather, we have been unable to remedy the sir situstion
even with the comsiderable air forces which have been
allocated from M A C during the last few days. Consequently,
maintenance is limited to such small tonnages and light
equipment as can be infiltrated by small craft or by
arrangement through Turkey. All of us are agreed that

if Rhodes is not captured and held there is no chance of
restoring the local air situation sufficiently to allow
surface forces and maintenance shipping to defend and
maintain the islanda we still hold.

Para 3. Requirements for Aegean operations. View
is firmly held that if operstion for capture of Rhodes
is to be mounted, most important that it should be on
scale to make reasonably certasin of success., First
essential would be establishment of high degree of air
mastery in Aegean; for this it would be necessary to
employ bulk of Mediterranean bomber forces to attack air-
fields in Athens-Sslonika-Crete-Rhodes ares in order to
neutralize enemy ailr forces before the assault. This
preliminary action, particularly in view of break in
weather, would take a period of 3 weeks before the assault
to insure its accomplishment. Thereafter there would be
s period during which this effort must be sustained in
n::lr to get our ground and air forces firmly established
ashore, '

To provide even limited cover over convoys and
assaults (at rate of B asircraft at = time) it would be
necessary to employ sll P-38 (Lightning) aircraft in
the Mediterranean. Even adding carrier-borne aircraft
which might be made available, we consider thias cover
quite inadequate. This conclusion is based upon experience,

CM-IN-5833 (10 Oct 43)
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the most recent notable example being at Salerno.

Present assault plan which has been based on
limited Middle East resources and on situation then
existing is considered too wesk to give ressonable chance
of success. We consider that sssault should be of order

- of minimum of 1 Infantry Division, with elements of
armor; this would need much greater resources in landing
ships and craft than originslly envisaged.

Para 4. Timing. It is considered that time re-
quired for preliminary sir sction, and moves of necessary
landing craft, air and ground forces, would prevent
assault taking place in less than 4 weeks. Earliest
date would therefore be 7 November, by which time weather
will make whole operation difficult and success uncertain.

Para 5, Situstion in Italy. According to the
latest information, the situation in Italy has materially
changed in last 48 hours. Wheress it was originally
believed that the Germans would fight only delaying
sctions in central Italy, you are probably more cognizant
than we of his present intentions. Indications are that
German Divisions sre being sent from North Italy to
sugment the forces now opposing 5th and Bth Armies. Should
the Germans decide to hold a line from Gaets to the high
Eround nmorth of Termolil in an attempt to prevent us from
obtaining posseasion of Rome alirfields, they have now
available in South Italy some 8 or 9 Divisions; certainly
some of these are tired and below strength but there
seems no resson why the tired divisions should not be re-
placed by fresh ones from Worthern Italy. As against
this, Alexander has now 11 divisions in Italy with which
he 18 prepsring sm sll-out offensive, This offensive is
designed to drive Germans out of Gaeta-Termol lime, but
clearly there will be wvery hard and bitter !1;htln¢ before
weé can hope to reach Rome,

Apart from obvious sdvantages of securing Rome and
its airfields, do not conslder that our preseént line glves
sufficient depth in front of Naples and Foggia to com-
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template even temporary stabilization there,
line that must be attained at earliest possible date 1is
a2 secure position well north of Eome. To attaln this
objective the full concentration of all our forces 1is
essential,

Para 6. Effect of undertaking Aerean operations
on campaign in Italy. While groumnd forces could be pro-
vided from formations which cannot, at the moment, be
placed in Italy, yet provision of landing craft, 1f taken
from pool intended to be left in Mediterranean, would
resct most serionsly upon continued build-up and malntenance
in Italy. Moreover, this would preclude amphiblous
operations that are an integral part of Alexander's plan,
The Combined Chiefs of Staff may decide to call upon craft
entended for return to UE and defer their date of departure.
This might not be serious in case of LST's but would pre-
vent dispatch of LCT's before weather conditions make
passage to UE 1mpossible,

As shown above bulk of Btrategic Air Force wruld be
diverted from primary missions in Italy for a month or
more; even though this effort would not be complete loss
to Italisn campalgn, #s all enemy mir forces in atriking
distance must be attacked, s most serious effect would be
drastic reduction of operations against Germsn CcOmNEUNICRT1ONS
and build-up in Italy. If Germans are allowed period
during which they can improve their cosmunications and
build-up of supplies, difficulties of next offensive will
be greatly increased and there will be grave danger of
being unsble to reach Rome, Moreover, maximum sir effort
must be available in preparing for and during the sctual
battle, which reaches its maximum intensity sbout 25th
October. Finally, our air superiority is the criticasl
factor that justifies our firm intentlion to retain the
initiative and msintain the full weight of our cffenmive.

Para 7. To sum up, we are sgreed that our resources
in the Mediterranean are not large emough to allow us to
undertake the capture of Rhodes and at the same Time secure
our immediste objectives im ITaly. We must therefore choose

CM-1N-5833 (10 Oct 43)
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perween REhodes and Rome. To us 1t 18 clear that we must
concentrate on the Italian campalgn.

We therefore recommend that ACCOLADE be poatponed
until such time as weather conditions and availability
of forces make the operationm a reasonable undertaking.
We venture to suggest that the Combined Chiefs of Stalr
examine the situstion &s 1t will exist after we have
captured Rome.

Il'ﬂr Big

ACTION: CCB
INFORMATION: GEN. HANDY

GEN, STRONG

GEN. ARNOLD

ADM. KING
CM-1N-5833 (10 Oct 43) 0611Z cng
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From: London 3
For: The President of the United States Page 2
Nusber L49 Filed 1014502

Le I will not waste words in explaining how painful
this decislon is to me,

5 1 am repeating this telegram to General Eisenhower,

No 8ig

COPY'
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§ October 1842

MEMORANTI'M FOR COIONEL SEXTON

The President desires that the attached
messere be sent to General Eisenhower, It is %o
be sent by the War Department and not as = peraonal

message from the President to feneral Fisenhower.

CHESTER HAMIOND,
Lts Colonel , General Staff.

1 Inel.
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FROMy WAR DEPARTUFRNT
™ OENERAL EISENRONER
DATE: 0 OCTORER 1943

TWE PFRIME MINISTER IN A NESSAOE TO THE PRESIDENT EXPRESSES THE
FEAR THAT THE REPETITION TO YOU OF THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAOR 579 of
» SENT TD TOU AR ¥0. 9682,

7 OCTORER TO THE PRIME MINTETER/WOULD BE TAKRN AS AN ORDER FROM THE

PRESIDENT AND AS CLOSIND THE SURJECT FINALLY. THE PRIME WINISTER
DESIR®S THAT IT PE MADR FLEAR TO YOU THAT THE CONFER'NCE SCHEDTLED
FOR TOTAY TN TTWIS I8 FREE TO ETAMINE THE WROIR QUESTION TIW ALL ITS
FEAFTNGE AND SROULD REPORT THFTR (YOUR AND OEWERAL WILSOW'S) CoNrLITSTONS
TO T™HF PEESIDENT ANT THE PRIVE NINTSTER TRROTOH THE COWBINED (FIEFS OF
BTAFF, THE PRIME MINISTER ASKS THAT THE CONFEFENCE SHALL OIVE FULL,
FREE, PATIENT AFD TWPFEJUDICTAL COMSIDEFATION TO THE WHOIE QUESTION
AFTER HAVING HEARD WE NITOLE EAST POINT OF VIEW PUT FOFWARD BT ITS
REPRESERTATIVE.

THE FRESIDENT DT RECTS THAT THE FOREJOING DESIRE EXPRESSED BY THE
PRINE MINISTER FE ACCEPTED FOR YOUR OUIDANCE."

=1
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From: Opnav g Ootober 1
Te : Alusna, London

Humber 283, perscnal and secret, for the Former Nawval Person from
the Fresident,

Your 445, the following message has been mant to Eisanhower,

"The Prime Minister in a messags to the President expresses the
fear that the repetition to You of the President's Meseage No. 375 of
7 October to the Prime Minister would be taken ag an order from the
Fresident and as elosing the subject finally. The Prime ¥inisgter de=-
sires that 1t bo made clear to you that the conference scheduled tor
today in Tunis is free %o szamine the whole question in all its beerings
and should repart their (your and Generel Wilson'e) conolusicms o the
President and the Prims Minister through the Combired Chiefs of Staff.
The Prime Minister asks that the conference shall Eive full, fres, patient
and umpre judicial consideration to the whole gquestion after having heard
the Middle East point of view put forwerd by its representative,

"The President directs that the foregoing desiras expressed by the

Prime Minister be accepted for your guidance,."

ROCSEVELT
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From: London
For: The Fresldent of the United States
Number L5 Filed 0913213

Frime Minister to President Roosevelt, Fersonal
and most secret. Most immediate Nr, U5,

1., Thank you very mueh for your kindness
in giving so much of your time and thought to the
views which I ventured to set before ﬁ.i-h At your
wish, and as {ou cannot fend Oeneral shall,
I have cancelled my Journey which I tola
on the telephone I would never undertake without

your blessing,

2, I ee with the end of your nr 381, namely,
that we :hum awalt the result of the conference
scheduled for today in Tunis, which could then be
consldered and adjusted b us through the Combined
CO0S Committee,

3 3« 1 am afraid, however, that your number 379
of Oct 8th to me, a copy of which was sent to
s Will be taken as an order from vou and |
8s closing the subject finally., Tnis I should find
it \m-{ hard to accept, I h?ﬁ:' therefore, that
g:ulmhitclurthut conference 18 free |
examine the whole question in all its bearings
ard should report th conclusions to you and me
T, Tree,"smtitnt i ipreditices Sorci o e |
en ced consideration
to the whole question urio B ove g the
Middle East point of view put forward by 1its repre-
sentatives,

hﬂzmmulmurgantfouwl.
No Sig
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> From: London
For: The President of the United States
B Number L5 (Part 2) Filed 9/11382

Following is part 2 of my nr. LL5.

. At the present time, General Wilson is
m&rmg to attack Rhodes on the 23rd, with forces
his owmn command, or which have been assigned to
him by General Elsenhower, He thinks these forces
are sufficient, but I am doubtful whether they are
not cut too fine, When I nuestioned him upon this,
he replied:

"Advisable not to change Division now assault
loading as time 1s all important and we cannot afford
to postpone date owing to weather, moon, and possible
enemy reinforcement. Increase in shipp to allow
more of our armour to be carrled and provislon of an
extra brigade Central Mediterraneann to arrive
on night of 2 th would greatly accelerate com-
pletion of operation,”

The questlon to natr mind, therefore, is whether
he should have this mcdest reinforcement or whether
the operation should be cancelled.

« Cancellation will involve loss of Leros
even 1f y can hold out so and the complete
abandonment by us of any foothold in the Aegean, which
will become & frozen area, with most unfortunate polli-
tical and hologlcal reactions in that part of the
world instead of great adwantages.

- 6. I fully agree with all you say about the
Ernaunt importance of the bulld up in Italy, and I
ve given every proof of my zeal in this matter by
stri the British Middle Eastern Command of every-
ch can facilitate Oeneral Eisenhower's operations,
in wiileh we also have so great a stake,

\ Cante a0 BLle = 32"
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From: London
For: The Fresident of the United States

Number 145 (Part 3) File@ 9/17302
Following|/is pert 3 of my telegram number LL;5.

Paraphrase of General Wilson's | of
mmant&d with K68, dated Sth October, is as
o .

"We took great risks in trying to draw enemy
forces from the main area of operatlons, and to ex-
ploit a favourable situation. We succeeded, in that
we have been opposed by German Air Forces nearly as

t in strength as those apgoaing us in Italy and

orth Africa. We ed to bulld up forces in the
Dodecanese in excess our expectation; but in view
of difficulty on line of communication and of unloading
at Koe, and view of ghortage of craft of the right
type, our forces were lightly equlp]'ﬂzd ahd were in-
tended primarily to encourage and s ffa&llul
resistance, We fully realised that not h
could be placed on the quality of the Ita
Islands, but we thought they would put up
fight, We asked for some reinforcements,
cepted the limitation that we could only

spared from the main theatre.

o rmt"&':':u reinforcements %%:m : I;n- 111a
““cm Br:l.gfnh mﬁa:i%!ﬂ mgnt-ﬁ * destroy

for nffensive use in the whole Levant Station at
time of the German attack on Kos, 1

"§e, of course, foresaw the puh" 16114 nt‘l
tack { our intel -nht{
§ of

4
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From: London '
For: m fru t of the United States Page 2
Number Fart 3 Filed 9/17302

foresee that the enemy would be able to collect
launch at such short notice an ition of the
which assaulted Kos. Our naval dispositions
such that the three destroyers referred to above
to be withdrawn after a pergnd of patrol south
Rhodes, but special air measures were taken to
with what we thought was a convoy for the rein-
forcement of Rhodes when we received through the
British Naval Officer at Leros a somewhat ob-
and delayed report. This convoy was not located,
the end no at was made on 1t until after
m%:t Kos had begun. Two submarines which
1 were disposed offensively in the nor-
stern Ae and they were not able to
8 untll the sports had withdrawn.

Our battallon in Ko2 was moved in, two thirds
one third by destroyer, and could only
ordinary battalion scale of three inch and
mortars, with no antl-tank or other artillery.
gk relylng on Italian artillery elready in
though in the event we recelved little or
this, The initial situation and the
o £ 1% 10w TEAGEIEy b Anfantry Buitart vee
0 oW pr 0 an Bu wea-
as ﬁnnn. At first: \ T

188 ahmption ‘et Shey SonieComnts it
on as on ey would ¢
armistice terms, 5 et

Bs No major air threat then existed.

Cs The Levant station at that time had
.~ naval forces which could deal with a seaborne
‘attack as long ag there was no major air threat.

D:s It seemed likely that Spitfires on K__nl
would be able to give sufficlent fighter .

. ~ "Me enemy's bulld-up of alr strength in Greece
and the m‘?ihiuh ﬂrltphm a t about g@

et F

L LR L

B

§§§§E§§§§. zg38 e
i T

tember cally altered the on. AA
mﬁmofmmt .nﬁnm;g:l.
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From: London
For: President of the United States Fage 3
Number LL5 (Part 3 Filed 9/1730Z

lority. were sent in as soon as possible via
m'al, where they had to be transferred to smaller
erafts A further bulld-up was arranged in the City
of lille, which was to have sailed on 5th October,

ded ailr cover and an adequate warn system

d been installed at Kos. The radar equipment for
the latterwas afloat at the time of the German attack.
Moreover, City of Lille would have taken six days to
unload in Leros, and in view of the loss of three des-
troyers which had already taken place there, air cover
was considered essential, Meanwhile, there was no
alternative but reliance on Itallan co-opeératlion, as
thg alone had adequate heavy mgonn on the Island,
Al these were actually sited to cover beaches
where :!iinrfu took Elaca, ere is no evidence that
their red a shot, and the Italian resistance
geems have been varlable, and generally ineffective.

"German selzure of Kos was therefore directly
attributable to the rapid build-up of his alr strength
in Greece and the Aegean, ngainst which we could no
take counter measures mr{ng to lack of air resources.
An adequate bulld-up 1ln Kos was ossible in the first
days owing to shortage of ships craft, and in the
later stages ow to the naval and air situation which

developed in the Aegean,

"Mme following measures are being taken to secure
our position in the Aegean pending our attack on Ehodes:

"Naval.

M G Bt By ot Rl R L
yers wo e n

in ms«ﬁmm ﬂthﬁmﬁngmtorelmemgeof
alr attack during the day., This force has already had
& success at the cost of one crulser damaged, and will
be favourably disposed to move in to attack any enemy

cocnvoy .

"Army,
?EI Ulignmt}m pnat:hur; established on
B a8 ea ol approa o1l en convo
m have already proved of 1.1'!|;11..'zlllz.m"“r v

B, The reinforcement of Castelrosg as ﬁ

SRR SOt R K
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Fresi of the Ynited States
5 (Part 55 Flled 9/17302

If pnuiblu reinforcement of Leros with
Jod.llil to supervise Italians, and
vacuated from Kos, Weapons likely
t.u ulnt in rcgalung an assault will be drﬂgped,
and attempts will be made by propaganda to stiffen
Italian morale,

Dy Patrols with wireless sets have bren
put into Kos to make contact with British troops
8till in the lsland and to arrange alr suggl:;.
Arrangements are alsc being made to colle

stragglers,
"Air,
"Heavy and medium bombers from Cyrenaica,

Tunisia und Ital,y will attack airfiel ﬂs Oreece, Crete
and Rhodes, of Lightnings which have been
glven to llid.dla East as reinforcements will protect the
movement of surface craft.

"Our naval forces rnal:eraa.g destroyed an enemy
eastbound convoy and escorts off Stampalia which was
Bm mn;{na a number of enemy troops.

we have taken 'n so far proved satisfactory
treatment again by

to administer ""ﬁ
nintuning the utwost vigllance.

of General Wilson's latest situation
report time 5 hours on 8th October 1s as follows:

"At 0600 hours on the 7th October, a convoy
moving south-east from the north point of Kythnos and
consisting of one tnnk nnﬂmg craft and five small

gm. was sighted by hf. desert group observa-
te thnr thra nnd slxteen aireraft

was ted at 1300 on m? east
ti in which the first

from Naxos, After the naval n.i
troved) one enemy landing craft
sel both badly damaged arrived

t 0600 hmrl th ﬂc ﬁtgtnlims e

Mﬂﬂwmmmﬂn Ft.yﬂ
took seven prisoners. For 5. Seruans
mtnluiqm. These Germans are from the

QECRET
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Number Eﬁ; (Part 53 rnag 9;173% Fage 5

Btmtgfol Division in Rhodes and are reported to be
th poor morale, The British strength on Semi
out forty and Italian morale there is reported
?n high. Reports of actlon on the malnland are as
m..' L]

_ " October. Fartisans took Ludbreg eapturing
four hundred prlscners and much material, and beating

back a relief colum, Other partisans captured Cacinel
destroying the railway station and two armoured trains.

"h October, PFartisans engaged the enemy near
Karlovac, Generalskl Stol, OUstari éﬂ and Ogulin. They
were forced to evacuate Generalskl Stol by strong Ger-
man column from Karlovac, Other tisans captured
slx towns from the Ustashi, The British lialson officer
reports that Tuxla was recently captured and cleared of
the enemy, twenty guns belng captured. Fopulation warmly
welcomed partisans who had destroyed the power station
at Karka and three coal mines. suffered about one
hundred casualties.

"The following 1s the record of the activity of
one Croatian partisan battalion from the 26th August to
28th September:

l. One attack on the rallway Zagrab-Karlovac
which delayed traffic for E hours.

Q. Six attacks on the rallway lovac-
1 aLjubTJana which delayed traffic for hours.

ng. Sixteen attacks on the rallway Karlovac=-
Su destroying one KM. of the line and four-
teen block houses. Delayed traffic 182 hours,
Two armoured tralng &£n7 one goods traln deralled
and the raillway statlion Dubrava burnt,.

"Between the September and the 2nd October
there was fierce fighting between partisans and Germans.
In the area Sikradin-Kistanje eighty and Ustashi
were kllled, thirty captured, and the power station
which supplies Sibenik and Drnis was captured,

"In the Aegean crulser Carlisle with destrovers
y and M.T.B's were near Leros on the night 7 th October,
and are standing by for another antl-shipping sweep

SECRET

DECLASSIF
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From: London i+
For: e President of the United States Page 6
Number L5 (Part 53“ Filed 9/1730Z

ht if thought necessary, <“altimores, Wellingtons
and Hudsons searched the Aegean and attacked two ships,
damages unobserved.

"On 7th October, twenty four American Liberators
bombed Fedlada ae ome gcreta and eleven bombed
Maritza aerodrome (Rhodes). No ri?ter opposition.
Beaufighters and Lightnings covered naval units re-
turn from the Aegean and shot down one JU, and
damaged two., A reconnalssance Baltimore sighted a
convoy of one merchant vessel 1,000 tons, one merchant
vessel 5,000 tons, one F.-boat and three escort vessels
mt‘h-nm& between Kythnos and Syros and damaged one
of the three Ju., 88's escorting 1t.

"On the Tth October there were three enemy
bombing attacks on Leros.

No Sig
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WHITE 27 to I'YDE PARE g Ootober 1843

™ THE PHES

The Prine Minister telephoned at 0 a8, this serning. Had

recelved your #3801 and stated thet he hed cancelsd all nla

to Afrien and mzress that matter of ACCOLATE be axnlorsd by Cambd ned

ili T _l’ .‘.'.n.’:'..

Ha fesls that ur which was sent to Elasnhowsr, ha the
effeat of an ordes.to Wi i doss not gl to Elsenhowsr the impres-
rlon that you werl® ' recosmends from him on the marit I the

coen, He, the Frims Winister, spacifMoslly ssked that you heve &
massipe pamt Lo Edeap or whilch will ask him to ssplore the prepossl
fully and fresly mod then to send the Combined Chiefs of Staff Mn
recommands bl on . f nake that this =mess ge be ment ime m‘!!l-fnl_-,- baynuges

colermmes 18 now poing on at Elsenhower's Headquarters.

SECRET
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SECRET 8 Cetober 1944
URGENT

From: Opnav
To 1 Alusnma, London

From the President to the Former Naval Perscon, secret and persornal,
NUMBER 38l.

I have recelived your Numbers 441 and 443 and glven careful personal
consideration to the polnts you make. I have given cmreful thought to
them and so has the staff. I am concerned about the possibility of our
armies suffering a reverse by the mction of an enemy with superior forces
exoept by alr, under a Commander of proved audacity and rescurcefulness,
This applies sspescinlly to the sbsolute safety to the line we hope o
gain in Italy.

With a full understanding of your difficulties in the Eastern
Maditerransen, my thought in sending No. 379 was thet no diversion of
force from Italy should be made that would jeopardize the security of
the alliad armies in Italy, and thet no action toward any minor objective
should prejudice the suocess of OVERLORD.

We have almost all the facts now at our disposel on whick to judge
the cormitments probably invelved in the Rhodes cperation. As T see it,
it is not merely the capture of Rhodes but it must mean of necessity
and it must be apparent to the Germans, that we intend to go further.
Otherwise Fhodes will be under the guns of both Coa and Crate,

I was in aocord with obteining whatever hold wa could in the

Dodecaness without haavy commitments, but the present picturs involvas




not enly & well-organized, determined oparation, but a necessary
follow-through. This in turn involves the necessity of drawing for
the means, largely shipping end alr, not Eround troops, from somue other
source which inevitably must be Ttaly, OVERLORD, or possibly Mountbatten's
emphibicus operation. The problem then is are we now to enter into a
Palkan campalgn starting with the southern tip, or ie there more to be
galned, and with security, by pushing rapidly to the sgreed upen poesition
north of Rome. It appoars to me that s greater Allied threat sgainst
the Palkens is imnlied 4n this then by & necessarily precarious emphibicus
operation against Rhodes with m lpelk evident to the enemy of the NACESEArY
means for the follow-through. Strategically, if we gat the Aeganarn
Ielands, I ask myself where do we Ec from there and vice versa where
would the Cermans go if for some time they retain possession of the
islands.

As to the meeting you propese for Sunday in Africe, this would be
in effect ancther meeting of the Combined Chiefs of Staff necessarlly
only invelving a partial representaticu and in which T cammot participate,
Frankly I am not in sympathy with this procedure under the elroumstances.
It seems to me the issue under Ascussion can best be adjusted by us
through our ¢,C.S5, sst-up in better perspective than by the msthed you
propose. We have most of the faots and will soon have the results of

the conference scheduled for tomerrow in Tunis.

ROCSEVELT
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From: London
For: The President of the United States
Number LL3 Filed: 0812552

Former Naval Person to Presldent Roosevelt.
Personal and most secret. Number L43.

nq-tmr to my Lll.

. 1. I should have added that my estimate of the
effect on OVERLORD to which I referred is limited to

a delay of about six weeks in sending home nine landing
eraft which were to have started from the Medlterranean
this month Tnaaré; six months before they would actually
be needed for « There nuﬁt I think, to be
some elasticity and a reasonable latitude in the hand-
ling of our Joint affairs,

2. The ?UAMT decislon to send four landing ships
with the t they carry from the Eastern Medlterranean

to the Bay of 1 also for training purposes has
turned out 111l. 1s decision should have been reviewed

| in the light of the new circumstances opened by the sur-
render of Italy, Unhappily this was not done, and in
consequence the Mlddle t was stripped bare at a moment
when great prizes could be cheaply secured,

No Sig
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From: Milattache London
Tot! The Presldent of the United States

No. LL1 Filed 08/0322z
Prime Minister to President personal and secret,

Para 1. Your No, 379. I ernestly pray that:ﬂ'
views may recelve some consideration from at
eritical imotur-, remembering how fruitful our con-
certed action has been 1in the past and how important it
is for the future,

Fara 2. 1 am sure that the omission to take Rhodes
at this stage and the igno of the whole position in
the Eastern Mediterranean would constitute a cerdinal
error in strategy. I am convinced also that if we were
round the table ther that this operatlion could be
fitted in to our p wilthout detriment elther to the
advance in Italy of which as you know I have always been
an n&malt.:{ or to the build-up of OVERLORD which I am

prepared thfully to support,

Fara 3. mylmﬂrmufgmﬂu at Quebec
when we were informed that the bui —ugin taly could
not exceed 12 divlisions ashare by the first December.
There are now the 9th October over 15 divisions ashore,
of which about are in action. We know from Boniface
that the en is withdrawing to the north, f:lghtl.ng
rearguard ac and ing off booty. We cannot yet
tell whether it 1s in October or November that we can
occupy Rome: But it is certain that we shall not come
in contact with the main Cerman forces at the top of the
leg of Italy till December or even later and we certainly
have control of the rate of advance,

Para lj, There 1s therefore plenty of time to de
a division for the t of Rhodes and restore it to
E:ﬂbnﬂhﬁmtin!ﬁﬁbﬂmumhmmfw
-4

Para 5, We must find some means of resolving these
difficulties and making sure of what is the right thing

SEgpry

08 October 19,3
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SECURITY CONTROL Executive Office, Operati
Division, War Department
General Btaff

October 7, 1043 |

COMMANDING GENERAL |
FREEDOM, ALGIERS l

Number 9562
For personal attention of General Eisenhower from Marshall

The following message was sent to the Prime Minister
by the President this date!

*I do not want to force on Eisenhower diversions
which limit the prospects for the early successful
development of the Italian operations to a secure line
north of Rome. I am opposed to any diversion whiech will
in Eisenhower's opinion jeopardize the security of his
current situation in Italy, the buildup of which is
exceedingly slow and considering the well known character-
istics of hie opponent who enjoys a marked superiority
in ground troops and Panzer divisioms.

It is my opinion that no diversion of forces or
| equipment should prejudice overlord as planned.

The American Chiefs of Staff agree."”

ORIGINATOR: OPD

INFORMATION: General Arnold

cc/8 (Adm. Leahy)
Adm, King

| Log
CE-OUT-3071 (7 Oct 43) 21472 rb

SECHET COPY No. 23
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T Dotober 1943,

MEMORANTITM FOR COLOWEL SRYTON

The President requesta that the attashed
marnnno be gent to General Elssnhower by the War
Pepartment. It should be sent se & VWar Departmont
message and not as & personal messere from the

Pregident,

CHESTER HAMMOND,
Lt. Colonel, General Staff,

1 I*‘h




From: War Department
Ton General Flssnhower

Date: 7 October 1843 # gcf >

The following messape was sent to the Prime Winister by the
President this dete;

"I do not want to foree on Fisenhower diversions which limit the
proppecta for the sarly suocessful development of the Itelian operations
to a secure line north of Fome. I am opposed to any diversion whieh
will in Eisenhowor's opinion Jeopardize the security of his current
situation in Italy, the buildup of which is excoedingly slow and conslder=
ing the well known charscteristics of his opponent who onjoys & marked
superiority in grourd troops and panger divisions.

"It s my opinion that no diversion of forees or equipment should

preajudice OVERLORD as planned.
"The imariean Chisfs of Staff apree,”




SECRET T Qotcber 1943
PRICKITY

Fremi Cpnav
To 1 Alusna, London

Number 378, perascnal end secret, from the President to the
Former Nawal Person.

HRefersnce your 438,

I de not want to force on Elsenhowsr diversions which 1imit the
prospects for the early successful development of the Italian operaticns
to & secure line north of Rome. I am opposed to any diversion which
will in Eisenhower's opinion jeopardize the security of his current
situstion in Italy, the bulldup of which is exceodingly slow considering
the well known characteristics of his opponent who enjoys & marked
superiority in ground troops and panczer divisions,

It is my opinion that no diversiom of forces or equipment should
prejudice OVEELORD e planned,

The Americen Chiefs of Staff agree.

1 am trensmitting e copy of this messages to Eisenhower.

ROOSEVELT
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he INCOMING MESSAGE

URGENT

From: Alglers
To: WAR

No. W-1018/4328, NAF 440 7 oot 1943

To AGNAR for Combined Chiefs of Staff and to USFOR for
British Chiefs of Btaff from Eisesnhower cite FHEGS.

Cunninghams arrival has been delayed "
Reference NAF 438 of 7th October. This iy gl‘ «o:)
Conference at Tunis delayed to 11304 hours on Saturday
October 9th.

No Big

NOTE: ©NAF 439 is CM-IN-3801 (7 Oct 43) CC/8

ACTION: CCS

INFORMATION: OPD
GEN STRONG
GEN ARNOLD
ADM KING
LOG
CM-IN-4075 (7 Oct 43) 1210z vc 17
SECRET CORY N,

i THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN
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WAR DEPARTMENT
JOJD C 13 CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER 2
1943

= " INCOMING MESSAG'E“’:':M

From: Algiers
To: War

u Ho. W 1904, NAF¥ 439, 6 October 1943

To AGWAR for Combined Chiefs of Btaff and to USFOR for
British Chiefs of Staff signed Eisenhower cite FHDSC,
This is NAF 439, Reference British Chiefs of Staff O
3081 of October 6th.

= I sm arrenging conference at Tunis at 1130A
on Friday Ootober 8th or a soon after as bad ﬂyiu condi-
tion® will permit.

t No Big
A7)
/v‘j 4
{ Reference is not identified in WDCMC.
ACTION: CC/S
INFORMATION: OPD
General Strong
General Arnold
Admiral King
Log
CM-IN-3801 (7 Oct 43) 03282 med
!
[
SECRET COPY No. 16
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The Enclosurs, British Message §#0Z 3081, i1s referred

[ to in AP A39.
I'l
ENCLOSURE
0, GENERAL EISENHOWER
REFEATED; COMMANDERS IN CHIEF
MIDDLE BAST, J 8 M

i WASHINOTON,
- FROM: ATR MINISTRY ;

0z 3081 5“,6. gk
I FROM; PRIME MINISTER AND,CHIEFS OF STAFF
1 1. ADMIRAL CUNNINGHAM HAS ATTENDED OUR DISCUSSIONS ON

SITUATION IN EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN. HE LEAVES FOR NORTH
AFRICA TONIGHT, 6TH OCTOBER AND ENOWS OUR VIEWS.

2. WE THINE IT ESSENTIAL THAT GENERAL BEISENHOWER SHOULD

FORTHWITH CONVENE A CONFERENCE, AT WHATEVER FLACE HE MAY THINK
MOST DESIRABLE, BETWEEN HIMSELF AND HIS COMMANDERS IN CHIEF ON

THE ONE HAND, AND COMMANDERS IN CHIEF MIDDLE EAST ON THE OTHER
IN ORDER TO FORMULATE FROPOSALS FOR ACTION IN THE EASTERN
MEDITERRANEAN .

e ———




8 Dotober 1843

MEMORANDUM POR ADMIRAL LEARY

last svening the Presidemt expressed a desire
that you be informed that he thinks we should support
fleneral Eisenhowsr's visw as expressed in his WAF 488,
(CM=IN=2008 and 2018, B Oot 43).

In comnection with the above, your attention
ig imvited to seorst insoming War Department messcge Ch=
IN=3092 (6 Oct 43), contaiming the views of the British
Middle East Commanders-in=Chief,

Very respsctfully,

CHESTER WAMMOND,
1ts Colenel, Oeneral Staff.

-ls=

G —— | — i,
—-— - e -
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From: Alglers oy
To: WAR q

Number W-1750/3464, 5 October 1943

To AGWAR for Combined Chiefs of Staff and USFOR for
British Chiefs of Staff rptd Mideast for Commsnders
in Chief from Freedom signed Eisenhower cite ;E@sc
W1750/3464, 5 Oct 1315. This is NAF 438, [*

I am very concerned at the developments in CCS 320
and 321 from Commanders in Chief Mideast. In conference
here with Air Chief Marshal Sholto Douglas we have examined
his probable needs with the utmost sympathy. It seems
clear that if there is followed an aggressive policy im
the Aegean, this Theatre will be asked to undertake a
considerable and continuing air and sea commitment in
support thereof which it not be able to afford. 1
am aware of and appreciste importance which British Chiefs
of Staff attach to retention of Com and Leros and to
capture of Rhodes and I have done my best to help. I
must, however, draw attention to the problem facing me on
the mainland of Italy. Latest informstion with regard to
German reinforcement of Italy shows that in or on way to
Italy there are now some 24 divisions. This demonstrates
definite enemy decision to engage in major battles for the
possession of Italy. Throughout the winter we shall be
considerably inferior in ground forces, and it is essen-
tial to offset this by sustained and continued asir attack
upon German communications. For this, and for the support
of the armies in the battles which now face them, I must ———

employ the whole available air effort. gL
! 3. If it is decided to carry out ACCOLADE, I Py
. shall, of course, do my utmost, with the air plam including

the following intentions or possibilities:

A. One group of B-25's and one group of P-38's
are now located in the Heel of Italy with task of sttacking
sirfields in Greece, this will be augmented by 1 additional
B-35 group within next 2 weeks. Recently weather has

cu-1n-3006 (5 oct 43) (GGG COPY No.
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4// CLASST:;:U MESSAGE CENTER O@OO
From: llllﬂsﬁ M‘NG MESSA (Page ¢)~ &/

To: WAR
Number W-1750/3464, 5 October 1843

Vs
impeded operation of this force.

B. The 4 groups B-17 operating from Tunisien
bases may be diverted from northern Italy when feasible.

C. Two B-24 groups are operating from
Benghagzi: These are, however, not strong groups amd con-
tinued operstions away from parent unit will ceuse marked
drop in efficiency, We must return them soon to Tunisia.
(End of Section 1. BSectiom 2 follows).

No Sig

ACTION: CC/B
INFORMATION: OPD
General Strong
Genaral Arnold
BG5S
Admiral Eing
Log |

CM-1 N-3006 (5 Oct 43) 19232 med

COPY No. 16
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URGENT

From: Algiers
To: War

Nr:  W1750/3464, 5 October, 1843

Second and last part of Freedoms W1750/3464 NAF 438 FerBT
5 Oct. rayey

When they can also be diverted when local situa-
tion permits to support of ACCOLADE,

D. Bome P-38 fighters will be made available
if our own situation will permit. However, the 3 P-38
groups can now operate only below normal strength be-
cause of temporary suspension of flow of replacements,
while operations from advanced bases with inadequate
servicing facilities will result in further reduction
in operating strength. Moreover, bearing in mind
difficulties experienced in providing cover over Balermo ,
doubtful whether same type of aircraft operating over
twice the range would prove of material value.

9. Total effect of these diversions on operations
in Italy would be most serious. Enemy has concentrated
his fighters in Pisa - Leghorn area in sufficient quanti-
ties to offer serious opposition to our bombers: Lack of
escort fighters will force us to pay price in loss in
e¢ffective results and loss of bombers. [

Moreover as pointed out im para 1 it is of 1st |
importance now and continuously to concentrate our |
strategical bomber effort against German communications
in Northern Italy so as to prevent a dangerous increase
in enemy strength and offensive ability.

CM-IN-7018 (5 Oct 43)
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From: Alglers
To: War

Nr: ¥ 1750/3464, 5 October, 1843

4. With regard to provision of assault shipping
and craft, Chiefs of Staff are aware that I consider
rate of build up on Italian mainland to be much slower
than desirable: Provision of additiomal 1 LST and 2
LCT now asked for will, unless taken from those due o
return to UE, cause corresponding reduction to mainland.

5., To sum up, if Accolade is undertaken, that
operation, however desirable in iteself, is bound to
place calls on us for a very considerable and continuing
diversion of air effort from the main operations in
Italy: 1 consider any materiasl diversion highly preju-
dicial to the success of Italian operatioms. It is
repeated that these operations will probably assume
the aspect of a major bitter battle.

NHo B8ig.

ACTION; CC/8

INFORMATION: OPD
Genaral Strong
General Arnold

8G8
Admiral King
Log

CM-IN-3018 (5 Oet 43) 19412 med
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M EYES ONLY SECURITY CONTROL
v W PRIORITEY
[ % .
41’“ ﬁw‘f FOR GENERAL MARSHALL'S EYES ONLY
| ;
W

o From;

s To: i;::nn ﬂi ' ;'ﬁ_.h_f!y

AV i
Wumber AMSME 8328, 5 October 1943 N

Eyes alone Marshsll signed Royce.

Attended long meeting of British Middle East
Commanders in Chief at which following message was
arrived at:

nln paraphrase: From Commanders in Chief for
British Chiefs of Staff repeated Eisenhower reference
0Z 3010 from Chiefs of Staff and Signal 1705 from
Allied Force Headquarters both dated October 1st,
plan in outline for capture Rhodes follows,

Ad

: Ag
r
¢

1. German garrison assumed to be not heavily
reinforced beyond its present total strength of ap-
proximately 8,000,

2. As after Octocber 20th prolonged period fair
weather very uncertain it is essential that operation be
launched by that date present plan is to land in Lardo
Bay and alternative plan camnot be-made at this late
stage for landing elsewhere to meet change in wind con-
ditions or to anticipate target date at present set for
sailing which is October 20th.

e3mg *
2 44V
AATAISSVIO

vl‘:,lfF.l. Vo

3. Air strength of Germans in Aegean and Framce
unless previous operations reduce it is expected as of
October 20th to be about 350 aircraft including spproxi-
mately 160 bombers of various types. There is also possi-
bility of reinforcement from other fronts with resulting
air threat sgainst expedition and bombing on considerable
scale.

. 4. As result of loss of Cos we are deprived of land
base for short range fighter cover and importance of pro- |
viding carrier-borne aircraft and Lightning squadroms is

FUTO N3l |

CH-IN-3092 (5 Oct 43) G RATN 1Y -
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increased.

8. Capture of Calato airfield is initial object
of assault force thereafter force will be built up for north
ward advance to destroy German forces, occupy town of
Rhodes and complete occupation of Island,

6. Operation expected to take 2 to 3 weeks with
present shipping. Material acceleration of build up and
reduction of length of operstion would result from pro-
wvision of further LSTS unless adverse weather or unexpect-
edly strong eneny resistance is met.

(A) Army plan,

7. Troops of 10th Indian Division Comnd Regiment
of 9th Armored Brigade, 11th Para Battalion, 36th Beach
Brick and certain other sttached units will carry out
operation. Transport and supporting weapons have been
cut to minimum scale due to limited shipping and landing

craft allotted to Force. ,‘:a
8. Landing at Lardo Bay on D Day will be 1st con- s ;
voy carrying 1 Squadron tanks, 1 Anti Tank Battery, 4 In- HE
fantry Battalions, 1 FD Battery, 1 Battery RHA, 1 FD Com- ot
pany with 1 LAA Battery and 1 HAA Troop for Airfield de- Eéh-f’-ri
fense, and beach brick, >
% =
9. Simultaneously landing North of Calato Air- "B
field with view to blocking approaches in Malona area ™
to German reinforcements from North. This depends on pro- o
vision or 1 L8SI (M) 300 minimum capacity from Central e
Mediterranean and an additional LSI (L) provided in 19 i
B. 2
—
=

10. To cooperate with troops in 9, Para Batta-
lion also to be dropped in Malona area.

11. 1st convoy troops will capture Calato Air-
field and secure enough ground to enable reconstruction
and use of airfield.

12, As ships must return for it 2nd convoy can
not arrive until approximstely D plus 4, It will carry

EYES ot
LU Uil
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1 Bquadron tanks, 4 Infantry Battalions, 1 with person
: nel only, FD Regiwent less 1 Battery, 1 FD Company.

r

13. Advance to the North will start when 2Znd
convoy troops are ashora.

14. BSBS8 and LRDG troops (including some Greeks)
who have patrols already in Rhodes will before D Day be
infiltrated into Island to mark beaches and DZS for Para-—
troops and csuse diversions and dislocation of movements
of the enemy in Northern part of Island. In addition

steps will be taken to organize if possible Italio-Greek
rising.

15. To deal with CD Batteries special parties
will land with main assault force.

16. Probably H hour will be approximately 4 hours
before first light.

17. One FD Regiment, 9th Armored Brigade less 1
Regiment, 1 Med Battery, Greek Brigade Group will be in
reserve in LeVant,

(B) ¥aval plan.

‘pamam SO

Wdy eea ‘win ‘o L4

18. ¥ot complete is Naval (*) loaded 10,LST
32 LC flak 20,LCI (L) (1 to be fitted as SNOL ship to
replace Clengyle shile reloading) 60,LCT 1311, Repeat
Z lighters 88/hospital ship 10, ¥T Ships 1010,Coasters
44,Tug 11, Except LSI (L) 8 approximately D plus 14

and LSI (M) D plus 2, all required until final reduction
of Rhodes.

».-F1

=)
=
e
>
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e
el
&
o
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pi6L Ve

{C) Air plan.

20. German Air Force in Greece and elsewhere to
be neutralized by sustained bombing of airfields by 2
American Liberator Groups and 2 Squadrons British heavy
night bombers operating from Benghazi area and American
heavy and medium bombers operating from Italy. These
operations to begin at once continuing as required to in-
clude period of sssault, landing and comsolidation.

' 21, American Transport Group slated for the pur-
pose to tramsport 1 Battalion Paratroops. FPlanes should

?-n-‘l:-—r_-n--n.. _,..‘-:.!!
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be modified to permit dropping of British troops. By
D minus 14 group should be available in JAYESUINE* and
r will be required until about D plus 14,

22, Protection of convoy by Beaufighters operat-
ing from CYPRUS and Mainland and normal resources of
201st group.

23, Lightning S8quadrons based on CYPRUS to pro-
vide fighter cover for landing and sssualt and for shipp-
ing in Anchorages. Minimum of 6 Lightning Squadrons
considered essential to succeed due to 275 mile distance
involved and inevitable reduction effective strength
caused by meintenance difficulties this type American
aireraft. Would appreclate 1 Bquadron by D minus 14 to
permit American pilots to familiarize themselves with
operstional area, remainder by D minus 7. Will probably
require Lightnings until D plus 14 at least.

¥L-y"1 o=@

qQALAISSVIoHEd

‘g ‘ard 4

pand

24, To take over fighter protection of Rhodes
2 Squadrons Spitfires and ! night Beaufighter Squadron
will move CYPRUS to Calato after capture that airfield,

25. To provide close support for the Army 1
Hurricane Bomber Squadron will also move to Calato.

w6\ 0 Ha¥

26. Carrier borne aircraft considered essential
in addition to foregoing for countering enemy reconnais-
sance ailrcraft and teo provide top cover for the seversal
convoys inveolved. Also through ability to operate fighters
closer to scene of operations and by increasing total
fighter strength available would assist greatly."

Following policy was then adopted:
"In paraphrase: Policy in Aegean before Lcﬂﬂldﬂlf'4f34*“

1. I consider following measures required in
period between now and attack in order to create proper
situation for ACCOLADE operation and I suggest force 292
be directed to give these points attention:

(A) Enemy should not be permitted to rein-
force Rhodes.

(B) Every effort should be made to disperse
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enemy shipping concentrations with view to
preventing attacks on LEROS, SANOB or BYMI.

(C) oOutposts should be maintuined in Cos,
Calinos, Stampalia and other islands and con-
tact maintained with them to improve our in-
formation,

(D) We should build up Castelrcsso and make
it secure as an advance base,

(E} In Rhodes, WiXos and other ixlands patrols
lndfuhﬂ: sgents as appropriate should be estab-
ed.

(F) Important that sea contact be establish-
ed if possible with view to strengthening Le-
ros. Possibility of air supply and develape- e
mént of a landing strip in the island should 5
aleo be explored. May be desireable to in- B u
filtrate artillery personnel to man captured
equipment owing to proved unrelisbility of
Italian troops.

IO

b i |

L~FT ‘ome

2. BSome adverse effect on enemy air effort in the
Aegean will doubtless result from attacks by Worth West
African Air Forces on landing grounds in Greece but if it
ceases suddenly enemy will probably be sble to build up
his Air Forces again in time to interfere with ACCOLADE.
Therefore I regard it as important that these airfields
again be attacked during several days immediately prior to
ACCOLADE. The bombers from North West African Air Forces
should sgain do this so that the B24 wings now allotted to
Eastern Mediterranean may be free from concentration on land-
ing grounds in Crete and South Eastern Aegean, Initislled
HMW." Am I to assume that such informstion would normally
reach Washington? If not is it derired that such informa-
tion be sidpatched by radio in future?

¥

AQALIISSVIOEd

oy

p/6l ¥4 ¥dy

(*) Being serviced. No Big

ACTION: OPD
Iﬁi}ﬂ%ﬁ? :1;’22?'

INFORMATION: GEN,DEANE (CC/S)
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