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From: Opnav

To : ﬂuma, Hoscow 1713292., NCR Ell. ?
HUMBER 230. —BaP—=mrwih AND PERSONAL FROM THE PRESIDENT FOR

MBASSADOR hARRIMAN .

Replying to your message 121031 I have replied to Churchill's
940 by quoting my message to Stalin. Churchill is therefore fully
informed and there is no necessity of your delaying delivery of my
message to Stalin.

Your second guestion. I do not wish to delete the word
"minor™ as it is my desire to consider the Berne misunderstanding
& minor ineldent.

ROGSEVELT

Released from the White House Wap Room
at 1218292, April 1945.

F. H. GRAHAM
Captain, A.G.D.
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FROW THE PRESIDENT e AMBASSALUR HARWIMAN

1)

‘;;k}i.u or FILE NO. 230’ 12 -*P'I'i-l 19-&5
1218292

TOR AP hOON VIa

SuBJECT:
derman surrender negotiations,

ACTIUN:

1. Answers HARRIMAN-PRES 1210791, 12 Aprdl 1945, which was sent to
the President at Warm Springs as MR-OUT-409, 121405Z.

2. Draft reply prepared by Admiral Leahy, sent to the President for
approval as MHE-OUT-411, 121550Z.

3. President approved in MB-IN-198 (121806Z).

4. Dispatched to Moscow at 121829Z,

Of interest is the fact that this is the last message
sent by President Roosevelt. Approved by the President
at approximately 12:.45 €WT, it was transmitted to the

Hag Eggm ﬂ 1306 CWT, at about the same time the President

Ik T DaTlis EY UTHECTION OF:
DHIUI'*ML. ME 370 GERMANY (2)

INDEXED: PRES-HARRIMAN FILE
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e z) = WS 12 April 1945
FhOM: AIMIRAL LEAHY

T0 : THE PRESIDENT

The following draft reply to Harriman 121031 is forwarded for
consideration:

QUUTE: Heplying to your message 121031 I have replied to
Churchill's 940 by gquoting my message to Stalin. Churchill 1s there-
fore fully informed and there is no necessity of your delaying delivery
of my message to Stalin.

Your second question. I do not wish to delete the word "minor"

as it is my desire to consider the Berne misunderstanding & minor

incident. UNQUUTE,

Mi-1n-198 (1218062) 12 April 1945
FhHOM: THE PRESIDENT
TO : ADMIRAL LEAHY

heference MA-0UT-411, &PPROVED,

PEGLASSITISE the U-85
Archivis e,
il g WAR 91972

By V. d. Etewart Date




e _ DISPATCH

AFTER Aunnmsffs | PRECEDENCE
' . ASTERISK (*) WAILGRAM ADDRESSEE | :
FHOM ﬁLUEHA HC'..B_@_Q“ | L gfunnm g
5 URG:’HmumE r
RELEASED BY_ . | = i
|§| THE PRESIDENT DEFERRED 5
OATE - i APRIL 2260 “E i@ | BASEGRAM f
L L} . -I-
TOR CODEROOM 113_?.;12 |—1 — 5
= | T PRIORITY N
DECODED BY GLUNT E { g ST 10
UTINE

PRAAPHRASED CHECKED | = | e 11
% _GLUNT By TﬂLHAHi & DEFERRED 12
DITTOED - : 13
ROUTED BY. GLUNT B — | — e b bAsEGRMM 19
UsLi%h OTRANMISL TMDICATED JAIS SISPATER will AL THANSMITTLD wite CHTFRATE PRECELNCE AND 43 AOSINISTWATIV (F OPERATIONAL 15
CHECK :I_ll:-'i 1!
121991 HGR 9544 [ | 17
—_— e e —— — - T |

Originater till in DATE AND TIME G |[”' (se G, C. T.)

PERSONAL AND (MM FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM HARRIMAN

BRITISH AMBASSADOR HAS THIS MORNING SHOWN ME A COPY
OF A PERSONAL MESSAGE FROM THE PRIME MINISTER TO YOU =
NUMBER 94§ IN WHICH HE SUGGESTS CONCERTING WITH YOU ON
THE LINE TO TAKE IN REPLYIwG TO MARSHAL STALINS LATEST
MESSAGES REGARDING THE BERN INCIDENT. FROM THE RESPECTIVE .
TIMES OF DISPATCH IT WOULD SEEM THAT YOUR MESSAGE TO

MARSHAL STALIN (WHITE HOUSE NUMBER 229 NAVY NUMBER 12@221) .,
HAD BEEN SENT PRIOR TO THE RECEIPT OF THE PRIME MINISTER'S,,
UNBER THESE CIRCUMSTANCES | AM WONDERING WHETHER YOU b

WISH ME TO HOLD UP DELIVERY OF YOUR MESSAGE TO MARSHAL e

STALIN. SINCE THE TIME OF DELIVERY DOES NOT APPEAR TO BE |

— - 41
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OF PRIME IMPORTANCE, | AM HOLDING YOUR MESSAGE UNTIL o
RECEIPT OF FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS FROM YOU., .

IF YOU ARE PREPARED TO RECONSIDER THE WORDING OF -

YOUR MESSAGE MAY | RESPECTIVELY SUGGEST THAT THE WORD 5
"MINOR"™ AS A QUALIFICATION OF "MISUNDERSTANDINGS" BE 5
ELIMINATED. | MUST CONFESS THAT THE MISUNDERSTANDING 93
APPEARED TO ME TO BE OF A MAJOR CHARACTER AND THE USE OF

!Iﬂ

THE WORD “MINOR™ MIGHT WELL BE MISINTERPRETED HERE. 7
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FEOM AMBASSADOR HARRIMAN 0 THE PRESIDENT
LEhlal op FILE NO.

DATE

121031 NCR 9544, 12 April 1945

JOR shP hOOM 1208502 VIa Navy Code Room

S BJECT

Uerman surrender negotiations.

ACTION:

1. This message concerns delivery and proposed changes in PHRES-
STALIN #229, 11 April 1945.,

2. Sent to the President at Warm Springs as MR-OUT-409, 121405Z.

3. Draft rag]_% srepared by Admiral Leahy, sent to the President for
approval as U U}E-—J.f_l, 1215502,

4. President approved in MR-IN-198 (121806Z),

b 1 sent t PRES #

c Tt EY UThHECTION OF:

ORIGINAC: MR 370 GERMANY (3)

INDEXED: HARRIMAN-PHES FILE
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FROM: OPHAV
TO ¢ ALUSNA, MOSCOW 120221% NCR 737

nuMBER 229, PERSONAL AND [P Frou THE PRESIDENT FOR
MARSHAL STALIN.

Thank you for your frank explanation of the Soviet point of
view of the Bern incident which now appears to have faded into the
past without having accomplished any useful purpose.

There must not, in any event, be mutusl distrust and minor
misunderstandings of this character should not arise in the future.
I feel sure that when our armies make contact in Germany and join in

& fully coordinated offensive the Nazi Arudes will disintegrate.

ROOSEVELT

Released from the Wnite House
Map Hoom at 1202217 April 1945.

HENEY W. PUTHAM,
Major, A. C. By T
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FROM THE PRESIUENT T MARSHAL STALIN
sEhIsl or FILE NO.
I:'Jf-s':l‘rl,d_ ar‘_rl’ (¥ #229, 11 April 1945
TOR saP hOOM - VIa Navy Lode Room
SUBJECT:

German surrender negotlations.
ACTION:

1. Answers STALIN-PRES 7 April 1945, which was sent to the President
at Wam Springs as ME-OUT-377, 9 Apr 45.

2. President, in his MR-IN-189, 9 Apr 45, referred the message to
Admiral Leahy with following comment: "He ME-0UT-377. I think no reply
necewsary unless you or (en Marshall want to make reply."

3, See memo from Admiral Brown to Admiral Leahy, 9 Apr 45, with
suggested reply to Marshal Stalin. This suggested reply was not used.

4. Reply, drafted by Admiral Leahy, sent to the President at Warm
Springs for his approval as MA-OUT-402, 11 Apr 43.

5, (See PM-PRES #940 and #941, transmitting Stelin's msg to Churchill
on this subject.)

6. MR-OUT-402 approved by the President in ME-IN-402 (111610Z). In
MR-OUT-402, Admiral Leahy had also asked permission to send to Churchill
a copy of the President's reply to Stalin, for Churchill's information
and as an answer to Churchill's #940.

7. Reply sent to Stalin at 120221Z as attached #229; quoted to Chur-
chill as PRES-PM #741, 11 Apr 45 (120159%).

8. See HARRIMAN-PRES 121031, 12 Apr 45, concerning delivery of PRES-
STALIN #229, and suggested changes in the message.

COPIES Tk DnThs BY LIKLCTION OF:

MR 370 GERMANY (2)

ORIGINAL: PRES-STALIN FILE

370 GERMANY
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m 11 April 1945

FROM: OPHAV
TO ¢ ALUSHA, LONDON 1201592 NCR 736

wousEr 7,1, WP A0 PERSONAL FROM THE PRESIDENT T0 THE
PRIME MINISTER.

Your 940. I am sending the following message to Stalin and gquoting

it for your information:

QUOTE. PHEESIDENT TO MARSHAL STALIN,

ihank you for your frank explanation of the Soviet point of
view of the Bern inecident which now appears to have faded into the past
without having accomplished any useful purpose.

There must not, in any event, be mutual distrust and minor mis-

understandings of this character should not arise in the future. I feel
sure that when our armies make contact in Germany and Jjoin in a fully
coordinated offensive the Nazi Amies will disintegrate. UNQUOLE.

ROOSEVELT
Released from the White House
Map Room st 1201592 April 1945 0.8,
By Dept .
i MAR 9 1972
HENRY W. PUINAM, By ¥. & e
Major, A. C.




“ROJ THE PRESIUENT 70 THE PRIME MINISTER
-a.'Z:.Inl. ] ".: .I-.:i ”':. -

DalE. . #741, 11 April 1945

MOR AP ROOM . Via

SUBILLLY cerman surrender negotiations.

ACTION:

1. Answers PM-PRES #940, 11 April 1945, which was sent to the Pres-
ident at Warm Springs as MR-OUT-396, 110035Z.

2. In MH-OUT-402 (111610Z) from Admiral Leahy to the President, Leahy
submitted for approval a draft reply te Stalin's message of 7 Apr 45
to the President. He also reguested permission to send this reply, if
approved by the President, to Churchill as an answer to #940.

3. President approved MR-OUT-402 in his message WR-IN-196 (120012Z).

4. President's message was sent to Stalin as PRES-STALIN #229, 11
Apr 45; message guoted to Churchill in attached #741 for Churchill's
information and in answér to PM-PRES #940.

DinThs EY UThECTION OF:

CCPIES Tz
MR 370 GERMANY (2)

PRIGINAL: PRES-PM FILE

370 GERMANY
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MB-QUT-402 (1116107) 11 APRIL 1945

FROM: ADMIRAL LEAHY

TO : THE PRESIDENT

The following draft reply to Stalin's message of April 7 1s sub-
mitted for consideration:

QUOTE: PRESIDENT TO MARSHAL STALIN.

Thank you for your frank explanation of the Soviet point of view
of the Bern ineident which now appears to have faded into the past without
heving accomplished any useful purpose.

There must not, in any event, be mitusl distrust and miner minunder-—
standings of this character should not arise in the future. I feel sure 4
that when our armies make contact in Germany and join in & fully coordin-

ated offensive the Nazi Armies will disintegrate. UNJUOTE.

New subject: The sbove message to U. J. should be gquoted to Prime

in reply to his 940

ME-IN-196 (1200127) 11 April 1945
FROM: THE PHESIUENT
T0 : AIDMIRAL LEAHY

m"m- . o‘FFNMt

!! nmt}. Ay ' the 0.8.

MAR 9 1972

h ¥- J- ﬁt“&rt I‘[.t-ﬁ_____——-




¢ M °

e e

C

FROM: OPNAV
TO : ALUSNA, MOSCOW 1117322 NCR _6/7

NusER 228, PERSONAL aND YR, Frou THE PRESIDENT FOR
AMHASSADOR HARRIMAN.

The following message from Stalin, in reply to my message Number
222 of 4 April, is quoted for your informaticn:

QUOTE. FROM PREMIER STALIN TO PRESIDENT ROOQSEVELT, 7 APRIL 1945.

I have recelved your message of April 5th.

In my message of April 3 I spoke not about honesty and dependability.
I never doubted your honesty and dependability, as well as the honesty and
dependability of Mr. Churchill. I speak about the fact that in the course
of this correspondence between us has been revealed a difference of opinicns
as to what can an Ally allow himself to do in respect to the other Ally and
what he should not allow himself to do. We, Russians, believe thet in the
present situstion at the fronts when the enemy is confronted by the inevit-
ability of capitulation, at any meeting with the Germans on gquestions of
capitulation by representatives of one of the Allies arrangements have to be
made for the participation in this meeting of representatives of the other
Ally. At eny rate this is absolutely necessary if this Ally ls seeking
participation in such a meeting. Americans, however, and the Englishmen
think differently, considering the Russisn point of view wrong. Froceeding
from this fact they rejected the Russians the right of participsation in the
meeting with the Germans in Switzerland. I have already written to you and

consider it not unnecessary to repeat that the Russlans in a similar situatien

-1= o s Blowari utﬂm a1
1, File Copy T et
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under no circumstances would have refused the Americens and Engllishmen the
right for participation in such & meeting. I continue to consider the

Russian point of view as the only right one as it excludes any possibility
of mutual distrust and does not permit the enemy to sow distrust among us.

It is difficult to sgree that lack of resistance on the part of the
Germans on the Western front can be explained cnly that they are defeated.
The Germans have on the Eastern front 147 divisions. They could without herm
to their cause teke from the Eastern front 15-20 divisions and shift them
to the aid of their troops on the Western front. However, the Germans did
not do it and ere not doing it. They continue to fight savagely with the
Russians for some unknown Jjunction Zemlisnitsa in Czechoslovakis which they
need as much as & dead men needs poultices, but surrender without any resis-

; tance such importent towns in Central Germany as Osnabruk, Mannhelm, Kassel.
( Don't you agree that such a behavior of the Germans is more than strange and
incomprehensible.

As regards my informers, I mey assure you that they are very honest
and modest people who carry out their duties accurately and have no intentions
of insulting anyone. These pecple have been manyfold t.aa:?dby us by their
deeds. Judge for yourself. In February, 1345, General Marshall has given &
nuzber of important information to the General Staff of the Soviet troops,
where he, on the basis of date he had on hand, warmed the Russians that in
March there will be two serious counter-sttacks of the Germans on the Eastern
front one of which will be directed from Pomeranis on Torun end the other
from the region of Moravska Ostrave on Ledz. In fact, however, it proved

that the principal blow of the Germans was belng prepared and was reslized

A e TR ST L

not in the sbove-menticned reglons but in an entirely different reglon,

(' I
_Ey Deputy J .he U.B.
/ g By V. J. Btewari LLM_B_E_W
; : "




nazely in the reglon of Lake Helston, to the Southwest of Budapest. hAs 1t
is known the Jersans have concentrated in this reglon up to 35 divisions,
including 11 tark divislens. This was one of the moat serious blows in the
sourse of the war with such grect concentration of tank forces. Uarshal
Tolbukhin succeeded in avolding & catestrophe end in cozplete defeat of the
Gerzans later, becsuse =y informers have uncovered, true a little late, this
plen of the main blow of the Germans and immediately informed Marshal
Tolbukhin, Thus I had another occasion te comvince myself in the eccuracy
and kmowledge of Soviet informera.

For your orientation in this matter I am enclosing a letter of the
chief of the General Staff of the Red Army, Arsy General Antonov, eddressed
to Major General Deane. UNGOOTE.

The letter raferred to in the last paragraph of Stalin's meseige

was cdated 30 March 1945 and muy be obtained from General Deane.

ROOSEVELT
Aelensed from the Wnite House Map Hoom
st 1117322 April 1945: - y
e 1na U8
By Depui} ! = ;
F. H. GRAHAN, 3kl MAR 9 1972
Captain, AGD. By V. 3. Btowart DO
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¥R THE PRESIDENT 0 AMBESSADOR HARRIMAN
::.:;I'.;L:JJ.“ or FILE NO. #228, 11 ﬁpl."il 1945
(OR #AP RO Via

wu BJECT 2

* German surrender negotiations.

ACTICN:

1. Quotes to Ambassador Harriman for his information the reply
received from Stalin to the President's #222 of 4 April 1945.

2, Authorization for sending message requested by Admiral Leahy
in MR-OUT-402; approved by the President in MR-IN-196,

COPIES TO: DuTh:

ORIGINAL: MR 370 GERMANY (2)
INDEXED: PRES-HARRIMAN FILE,

370 GERMANY |
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MR -0UT- 397 of

From: U. S. Military Attache, London
To: The President of The United States
Nr: 9l Fld: 110015z

PFrime Minister to President Roosevelt. Personal and

[

Reference my immediately preceding telegram, Following
1s Marshal Stalin's message dated 7 April,

Your message of 5th April received. In my message of
Tth April to the President, which I am sending to you also, I
have already replied to all the fundamental points raised in
Your message regarding the negotlations in Switzerland., On
the other questions ralsed in your message I consider it neces-
sary to make the following remarks,

1. Neither I nor Molotov had any intention of "blacken-
ing" anyone., It is not a matter of wanting to "blacken"
(anyone) but of owr having developed differing points of view
a8 regards the rights and obligations of any ally, You will
see from ny message to the President that the Russian point of
view on this question is the correct one, as it guarantees each
ally's rights and deprives the enemy of any possibility of




Y0P SECRET

sowing discord between us,
2. My messages are personal and strictly confidential,
This makes it possible to speak one's mind clearly and frankly.
This 1s the advantage of confidential communications.
' If, however, you are going to regard every frank state-
ment of mine as offensive, it will make this kind of communica-
tion very difficult. I can assure you that I had and have no

intention of offending anyone.

ECH/evl End.

Coo & /fe003 2
Aot W5 njoorsy

Top S




FROM THE PRIME MINISTEKR 0 THE PRESILUENT
S 941, 11 April 1945

FOR MaP ROpy 1200032 i Ammy Code Room

SUBJECT:

German surrgnder negotiations.

i il il &
AL LN S

1. Continuation of PM #940, 11 Apr ;!»5 Emmlmnlﬂhiﬂn,m_m
£ 00 B Pl

2. HUTL' This message Huut.es to the Prasidarnt. a message from Stalin
to Churchill, replying to Churchill's message to Stalin on the Bern

Burrender negotiations quoted to the President by Churchill in FM-PRES
#935; 5 April 1945.

COPTES TU: DTk BY DIRLCTION OF:
MR 370 GERMANY (2)

ORDGINAL: PRES-PM FILE

370 GERMANY
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: 11 April 1945

el
MROVT-376
Fromi Military Attache, London
Toi The President of The United States

53

T Fld; 1100152
Prime Ministar to Fresident Roosevelt. Personal and
~20F SECRET: — '

Your No. T3 sbout CROSSWQEDS. I send you a private
message I have received from Stalin covering the officlal
telegranm which he has sent to you with copy to me, I have &
fealing that this is about the best we are going to get out
of them, and certainly it is as near as they can get to an
apology. :

However, before considering any answer at all from
His Majesty's Oovernment, please tell me how you think the
matter should be handled so that we may keep in line

R

-
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RO THE PRIME MINISTER 0 THE PHESILENT
SREAs B 08 4940, 11 April 1945
FOR MaP hOOM 1100032 ik Army Code Room

UEJECT:  perman surrender negotiations.

___"____________.__————I_____
ACTION:
1. Mﬁ (Also see PM #934,
P #4935, PM #9236, PRES #7360, STALIN-PRES 7 Apr 45)
2. Also see PM #941, which is continuation of this message.
3. Sent to the President at Warm Springs as ME-OUT-396, 110035Z.
4. In MR-OUT-402 (111610Z) from Admiral Leahy to the President,
Leahy submitted for approval a draft reply to Stalin's message of 7 Apr
L5 to the President. He also requested permission to send this
reply, if approved by the President, to Churchill as an answer to #940.
5. President approved MA-OU1-402 in his mkssage MR-IN-196 (1200122).
6. The President's message was sent to Stalin as PRES-STALIN #229,
11 Apr 453 ﬂuwumﬂmmw'—m
.5, for Cl hill's inf I i3 To PU-PHES #IAC

DaTl: EY UIhbCTION OF:

CORIES T
\K 370 GERMANY (2)

- —_— —

ORIGINAL: PRES-PM FILE

—_—

370 GERMANY




April 9, 1945.

I suggest the following for consideration in reply to
Marshal Stalini-

*] thank you for your frank explanation of your sestiments
about the Bearne incident and 1 hope that slmiler frackness in the
future may halp us to work more effectively toward our common goul.
On our side perbaps we huve bDean too reluctant to coaplain of
actions by your governsent that we do not understand, 1 hopes you
will gend for Ambassador Harrimsn mnd learn {rom him the long list
of complaints that we have. After agreeing to work with us om
various projects our representatives beve been denled admission to
territory under your comtrol. I balleve that if we trust esch
other mors we will work together better.

"For the sake of the record I must repeat the [ollowing
{a) The only purpose of the Berme discussions was %o
ascertain whether any Germsn in suthority wished to discuss
surrender or whether the soguiries were a ruse which they
now appear to have beean.
(b) We recognise that our recent gloriocus successes

on the Bestern Front are due in a large mesasurs to the fact
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14
that your armmy hus fully engaged the atteantion of 150¢%)
enamy divisions, but we lonelst that our successes have been
won oy bard fighting, Cirst west of the Hhine where the
enemy army was thoroughly defeated, and now sast of the
Rhine where our fust moving columns have penetrated his
v “&mﬁ:imu \,
outer defenses and he has no reserves to nffuﬁ-ri'm ve
resistance. Nevertheless, every day our armies are {ighting
hard for everything they gain and we are reaping the benefit
ef our sustained heavy air attack on enemy communications

and forces.

"Me are now fuced with the all-important task of joining
our effort to yours in the finsl kill. Let us do this intelligeantly
&8s good allies with good understanding. I know that you LgTea
with me that therein lies the hope of & better world."

ROOSRVELT.®

WLILESON BROWM ,
Vice Aduirel, U.5.M.,
Hevel Alue to the President.
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FROM: MARSHAL STALI
T0 : THE PRESIDENT
I have recelved your message of April 5th.
l. In my message of April 3 I spoke not about honesty and dependability,

I never doubted your honesty amd dependability, as well as the honesty and depend- ‘

correspondence between us has been revealed a difference of opinions as to what
can an Ally allow himself to do in respect to the other Ally and what he should
not allow himself to do. We, Busslans, believe that in the present aituation at
the fromts when the snemy is confronted by the inevitability of capitulation at
any meeting with the Oermans on questions of capitulation, by representatives of
one of the Allies arrangements have to be made for the participation in this meet-
ing of represemtatives of the other Ally. At anmy rate this is absclutely necessary
Af this Ally is seeking participation in such & mesting. Americans, however, and
the Englistmen think differently, considering the Russian point of view wrong. Pro-
ceeding from this fact they rejected the Russians the right of partieipation in the
meeting with the Oermans in Switserland, I have already written to you and consider

it not unnecessary to repeat that the Eussians in a similar situation under mo eir-
cumstances would have refused the Americans and Englishmen the right for particips—
tion in such a meeting. I comtimme to consider the Russian point of view as the
only right one as it exeludes any possibility of mutual distrust and does mot per-
mit the enemy to sow distrust smong us.

2. It is difficult to agree that lack of resistance on the part of the
Germans on the Western front ean be explained only that they are defested, The

Germans have on the Eastern Froot 147 divisions, They could without harm

-le-
TOP-SECRET
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to thelr cause take from the Eastern front 15-20 divisions and shift them teo
the ald of their troops on the Western front. However, the Germans did mot de
it and are mot doing it. They contimue to fight savagely with the Russians for
some unknown junction Zemliamitsa in Cuechoslovakia which they need as much as
& dead man needs poultices, but surrender without amy resistance such important
towns in Central Cermany as Osnabruk, Mamcheim, Kassel. Don't you agree that
EIH.EHHEEH-IH-EEEEE

3. As regards my informers, I may assure you that they are very
honest and modest people who carry out their duties accurately and have mo in-
tentions of insulting amyone. These people have been mamyfold tested by us by
their deeds. Judge for yourself, In February, 1945, General Marshall has given
& mmber of important information to the General Staff of the Soviet troops,
where he, on the basis of data he had on hand, warned the Russians that in March
there will be two serious counter-attacks of the Germans on the Eastern front
one of which will be directed from Pomerania on Torun and the other from the
regian of Morgvaska Ostrava on Lods. In fact, however, it proved that the prin-

elpal blow of the Germans was being prepared and was realised mot in the above-
mentioned regions but in an enmtirely different region, namely in the reglon of
Lake Balaton, to the South-West of Budapest. As it is known the Germans have
concentrated in this region up to 35 divisions, ineluding 11 tank divisions,
This was one of the most sericus blows in the course of the war with such great
concentration of tank forces., Marshal Tolbukhin succeeded in avolding a catas-
trophe and in complete defeat of the Germans later, because my informers have
uncovered, true a little late, this plan of the main blow of the Germans and
immediately informed Marshal Tolbukhin. Thus I had amother occaslon to comvince

myself in the sccurscy and knowledge of Soviet informers.

" Top-SEcREr
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For your orlentation in this matter I am enclosing a letter of the Chief
of the Gemeral Staff of the Red Army, Amy General Antonov, addressed to Major
General Dean,

TOP-SEGRET
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EE Mareh 30, 1945

Major-General John R. Dean
Head of the Umited States Military Mission in the USSR.

Dear General Dean:

ﬂ!gfg.-pinﬂtﬂiiﬁ?ﬂig

On February 20, H?uuiiEE.- commurmication, trans-
mitted to me by Genmeral Dean, that the Germans are forming two groupinge on the
Ei?ﬁp%’lﬂ-!nﬂiﬂﬁhuﬁrﬂip:ﬂf&.?
s&nﬁ&gi%nnﬁzﬂinﬂ#;fﬂiglﬂgﬁ
offensive in the direction of Leods. H-E-E!E‘Euﬁun!i
to include the 6th tanmk army "5SS, I received similar information on Pebruary 12
from Colonel Brimkman, head of the ammy section of the British Wilitary Wission.
Hl-ﬂgﬂlﬂtﬂfii?ﬂﬁ-inglf&

EFH&!TEEIE:E!EE#E
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and to divert the attention of the Soviet Command from the reglon where the
prineipal offensive operation of the Germans was being prepared on the Fastern
froate

In spite of the above-sald I ask Gensral Marshall, if possible, to con-
time to inform us regarding available data about the enemy. I consider it my
duty to inform General Marshall regarding the above with the only purpose that
he could make certain conclusions regarding the source of this information.

I beg you to transmit to General Marshall my respect and gratitude.

Sincerely youre,

/8/ Antorov, Army General
Chief of General Staff
of the Red Army

"0P-SECRET




ROl Marshal Stalin ™ The President

Uul op FILE NO.

7 April 1945

I dAP hOOM VIa

U BJECT:

German surrender negotiations at Berne.

o

ACTION:

l. Answers PRES-STALIN #2322 A

2. Sent to the President at Warm Springs as MR-OUT-377, 9 Apr 45.

3. President, in his JR-IN-139, 9 Apr L5, referred the messaze to
Adniral Leahy with following comment: "Re WR-OUT-377. I think no reply
necessary unless you or Gen Marshall want to make reply."

L. (See memo from Admiral Brown to Admiral Leahy, 9 Apr 45, with
suggested reply to Marshal Stalin. This suggested reply was not used.)
5. Reply, drafted by Admiral Leahy, sent to the President at Warm

Springs for his approval as MR-04T-402, 11 Apr 45.

6. Stalin's message of 7 Apr 45 sent to Ambassador Harriman as
PRES-EARNIMAN #228, 11 Apr 45, for his information.

7. (See also PM~PHES #940 and #941, transmitting Stalin's msg to
Churchill on this subject.)

8. MR-OUT-402 approved by the President in MR-IN-J95& (12e012). 1In
MR-OUT-402, Admiral Leahy nad also asked permission to send a copy of
the President's reply to Churchill for his information and in answer
to the Prime's #940.

9. Heply sent to Stalin as PRES-STALIN #2029, 11 Apr 45 (120221%);
quoted to the Prime Minister as PRES-PM #741, 11 Apr 45 (120159Z).

COPIEs Tu: DirThiz BY LIhECTION OF:

MR 370 GERMANY (2)

ORIGINAL: PRES-STALIN FILE

370 GERMANY
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From: Allied Force Hpadquarters, Caserta, Italy
Tos Wai Depariment
Nrg FX 56050 mar 913 6 April 1945
FX 56050 to AGWAR for Combined Chiefs of Staff and

+ AM330 for British Chiefs of Siaff repeated SHAEF Forward

{or Elsenhower and US Military Mission Moscow for LDeane and
ircher for information signed Alexander cite FHCOS, This
L8 NAF 913 TOF SECRET

CROSSWORD .

1. My representatives have now returned to Cassrta,
2. Their improssions faimd during their three
weeks 1n Switeerlapd are as follows: :

A. They feel that there is only a slight chance
of surrender of German forces in north Italy as-1it will now
e clear to the enemy tha%dpnrlmntniren could oniy be re-
celved on basis of anunconditioral gyrpender of those forces
in aitui . ved vli‘rl—'!ﬂﬂﬂf GEN, waLE

B. From inf tion reported by Critic through
intermediary Parrilli, Glafier and his Chief of Staff
Roettiger are In agreement with his project. However, there
is vast difference between merely belng in gensral agreement
end in taking positive action to achieve desired results,

My representatives feel, however, that their attitude mey
become more positive as overall enemy military situation
;amioutu or as result of Allied pressure on Italian
ront.

C. While Critic himself has never referred to
&ny corditions of surrender, Parrilli at final meeting on

DECLABEIFIED
CM-IN-5366 (6 Apr 45) J.0.5. Regrading Memo £3~ 2/,
MAR 10
CoprY No. 11

THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN
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Page 2

From: Allied Foroe Headquartere, Caserta, Italy

Mrs FX 56050 NAF 913 6 April 1945

£ April, probably acting on Critie's behalf, hinted that
Cormans might like to make some arrangement whereby they
¢ould be permitted to withdraw over Italian Frontler after
. having given up their arme, PFarrilli, however, was told
thet such actlon was entirely out of guestlon and could not
be considered. In any cese it was made clear to all con-
carnced that my representatives were interssted only in
errvanging paseage of any parlementalirea which Germans de-
eired to send to negotlate surrender with proper Britilsh,
Russlen and US authorities,

D. As Critic is in a position to prevent wide-
spread destruction in north Italy, &nd ‘18 presumably anxlous
to re-insure himself, my representatives feel that he may
use his position to prevent such destruction when German
forces evacuate north Italy.

E, If information received from Critic via
Parrilll concerning telephone conversation between Himmler
and Critiec 1s correct, Himmler i1s not & part of the plot,
nor does he approve of it. It must be emphasized, however,
that this impression is based entirely on informaticn vhich
Critic is alleged to have given intermediery Parrilli and
which may well have been false.

3. Critic has been informed through intermediary
Parrilll that way has been left open and complete arrango-
monts made to receive Glazier's parlementaires, should the
Gormans desire to surrender in Itely. It was pointed out
that German parlementairss could be sent either through
Svitzeriand or directly through the lines to an appropriate
&léud Haadguarters where detalled arrangements could be

- B
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Page 3

From: Allied Force Headquarters, Caserta, Italy
Nri PX 56050 NAF 913 6 April 1945

4, I wish to stress thet no negotiations of any
nature whatscever were sntered into with Germans by my
representatlves while in Switeerland. Thelr activities

were confined merely to making arrangements whereby CGerman
Dﬁ | parlementaires could be brought to an appropriete Allied

Headquarters in event of Germans deciding to surrender on
Italian front.

End

ACTION: CC/S

INF0 : Adm Leabhy, General Arnold, General Hull, General
Bissell, Adm King, C of &

CM-IN-5366 (6 Apr 45) DTG 061852B da

g e —

J.C.8. Regrading Memo = 11
R pee i
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From: U.3. Military Mission, Moscow, Russim .

Tos: War Department.
Allied Force Headquarters, Caserta, Italy.
Nr: MX 23663 L April 1045,

For Fleld Marshal Alexander, Combined Chiefs of Staff
and British Chiefs of Staff from Archer and Deane
MX 23663. VAR please pass to Central Base Section UX London
for British Chief's of Staff, Bt A Sres

CROSSWORD. The information contained in FX /546 y
April (NAP 911) was sent to General Antomov, It was arranged
in such a way as to amﬂ;;rha.aim that all negotiations thus far
have been solely for the purpose of arranging a meeting at
Field Marshal A{amndar'a headquarters.

End.

"This Hannagschna been relayed to Central Base Ssctlon
E London, by the C, as per the originator's request."”

50T : 54695 is CM-IN-3081 {4 Apr 45) co/s.

ACTION: CC/s
INFO : Adm Leahy; Gen Arnold; Gen Hull; Gen Bilssell; Adm Eing;
C of S,
CM-IN-390% (5 Apr 45) DTG 042020Z rel
\JCS memo, 1-4-74 | 40

By REP, NIR, Date MAY 21974

THE MAKING AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN R




MR-OUT-361 6 APHRIL 19L5

FROM: ADWTRAL LEAHY

TO : THE PRESIUENT (WakM SPHINGS)

Stute Department proposes the following reply to Myron Taylor

end will send it immediately if you epprove. Wor Department concurs.

FROM THE PRESICENT FOH AMBASSADOR TAYLOR ONLY:

QUOTE, Phile fully appreciating the high purpcse wnich
motivated the suggestion in your No. 73 of April 5, I must disapprove
gny idea of your going to Paris for purpose indicated. In present
circumstances I feel that you should refuse absolutely to accept or
listen to any approeches. The danger of misinterpretztion by the
enemy of our position on unconditionzl surrender is too greet, and I
must, therefore, recuest you to ebstain from eny further discussions on

this subject with the Vatican. With best personal regerds. IND UOTE,

W.l.L.

Cohfprred SR 18R, _davd T




FROM: THE PRESIDENT
TO : THE PRIME MINISTER

NO : 73, 6 APRIL 1945

I &m in general agreement with your cpinion expressed in 934,
gnd I am pleased with your very clear strong mnesscge to Stelin
Ho. 935.

We must not permit enybody to entertein & [zlse impression
thet we are afraid.

Our Armies will in a very few days be in & position that will
permit us to become "tougher” then has heretofore sppesred advonteg-
eous to the war effort.

ROOSEVELT

Helessed 061869%.

E} MSI;hf 0.8.
By V. J. § . Date NN I W72




PRl THE FRESLUENT ™0 (HE PHIME WTNISTER
}:-.i'!_-' W, #7%, & hpril 1945
Uk hOlb Via

German surrender negotiotions.

1. EM-FHES which were sent to the Fepoident at
warm Springs as MR-UUT=-352 and BR-UUT-353 respectively.

2, President referred #3934 to Admirsl Leahy in ME=IN-1E]l, D&02S0E,
for preparation of draft reply.

3. Draft prepured by Adnirml Leahy; sent to the President for approval
as HE-OUT=359, ObLl540Z4,. Approved by the President in MRE-IR-122, D61708Z.

4. Sent to London at O&L750Z,

5, See Prime's next message, FU-PREB #9.0, 11 Apr 45.

COFIES Tu DaTE: BY LLIRECTION OF:

M 370 GERMANY (2)

UHIGINAL: PHES-PM FILE

370 GERMANY

Regraded Unclassified
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FROM: AMBASSADOR WINANT

T0 : THE PRESIDERT
WO @22, 6 APRIL 1945

1 have just resd the Prime Winister's Number 934 and 035. They
were recelved at our sending station at sueh & late hour that I was uneble
to discuse them with him prier to dispatch.

T heve followsd the Bern indicent and the chronology of events that
took place thereafter. I stated some time ago =y regret that you were not
informed pricr to informing the Russians of the British decision to exclude
the Fussians from the preliminary meeting at Bern. It seemed to me not
{mprobeble that this spproach wes incident to the transferring of
Kesselring fro= the Itallan thester to the German westermn front and done
to creste dissension in Allied ranks. Its timing immediately preceded
Ribbentrop's desire to approach the Russlans. It is possihle that the
Japanese were used by the Jersans to misinfore the Fussisns. It 1s =y
own opinion that your message to Stalin was responsible for the breaking of
the Russian—Japunese agreement snd the resignation of the Japanese cabinet.
I may be wrong but I believe you have completely wiped out Eussisn distrust.
1 am not sure that the timing of the Prime Minister's message to Stalin
(935) will be particularly helpful. The third paragraph of the Prime Winister's
Number 934 relating to "provisionsl :;nu of occupation in Austria" is not
completely accurate. Only yesterduy Gousev sdvanced in the Europeon Advisory
Commissicn o compromise proposal on soning in Aystria end control machinery
that seemed to me to show & desire on the part of his government to reach

agreement in this area. DECLASEIFIED
State Dept. lstter, 1-11-72

(Racof OO/ S02
MR-poT- T35 ﬂhw

- -




FROW AMBASSADOR WINANT T0 THE PRESIDENT

r FILE )

AR k. oaren s #2122, 6 April 1945

TR aaP hoow 0604402 : i Army Code Hoom

Al

UHJECT: - : ~ :
I ; Zones of occupation in Austria; Uerman surrender
negotistions.

ACTION:

1. Winant's comments on FM-FRES #3934 and #935.
2. Sent to the President at Warm Springs as ME-OUT-355, 6 Apr 45.
3, No answer.

COPIES TuU: DTl BY LIKLCTION OF:
MR 370 GEMANY (2) P
ORIGILNAL: PHES-WINANT FILE

370 GERMANY; 371 AUSTHIA
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ADCEEEE UFFIC AL COMUSEICATIONS T3 s

THE SECRETARY OF BTATE
e TN, D Do

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

WASHINGTON .
\ ﬁ

*a

Mii-0ur-38F 0
VEMORANDUM FOR THE PHESIDENT FROM THE SECHETARY OF STATE

¥You will have seen Myron Tayler's telegram no, 73 of
April 5 to you., We in the 3tate Department strongly recom-
mend that his suggestion to go to Paris be disapproved by you.
In the circumstances we feel it would also be wise for you to
direct him to cease any conversations which he is having in

Rome ,

2RS
fu €245

SEnT- 052242 2
#i«/.u-.-..,..._
Mﬁﬂwmf‘t“““r’ -

At et 3‘ “‘t‘i:"""‘

L

DECLASSIFIED
state Dept. letter, 1-11-78

nrM—P“‘-———M 2

Loanvaicl HR-1W-17F




DEPARTMENT ! INCOMING t DIVISION OF

OF
STATE

CENTRAL SERVICES

TELEGRAM TELEGRAPH SECTION
LC=-386 vatican City
This telegram must be
closely paraphrased be- Dated April 5, 1945 L

fore being communicated
to anyone. w Rec'd 1:30 p.in.
Secretary of State,

Washington.

Us URGENT

73, April 5, 4 p.m.

[ Seriadsievinti

FOR THE PRESIDENT ONLY

Following extended audience today with Pope
and preparatory to possible approach of peace through
liis Holiness would not be wlse procedure in case
actual proposal is made for me secretly and at once
to visit Eisenhower in person at Parls headguartera
which I can reach in five hours or lesss I have
in mind your recent publie statement that Elsenhower
only was authorized to conclude unconditional surrender.
Conditional offer made and being discouraged today.

Hope to send detalls of latter tomorrow.

TAYLOR
Wrs

MR- dsuT- 259
DECLASSIFIED 96 02 50 %

Etate Dept. letter, 1-11.72

Brmt- MAR g 1972'1




TOPSECRET - TOT

T0P SEGRET

From: The U. S. Military Attache, London, England,
To : The President of The United States.
Nr 3 936 Filed 0610092,

Prime Minister to President Roosevelt. Personal
and TOP SECRET. Number 936,

My number 935,

In Paragraph eight of message to Stalin for
"Charges which you have made"™ read "Charges which are

0UT 356

g 0P SECRET

At obflaase
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FROuW THE PRIME MINISTER TO THE PRESIDENT
Sehlnl or FILE NO.
D&TE .

936, 6 April 1945

TOR sAP ROOM Oﬁflzl:ﬁz . VIa Army Code Room

SUBJECT:

German surrender negotiztions.

|
I

ACTICN:

1. Correction to FM #935, 5 April 1945.
2. To President at Warm Springs as MR-OUT-356, 06/1225Z. Pd #935

previously sent as MR-OUT-353, 06/0202Z.
3. No answer.

COPIES TuU: DaTk: BY LIKLCTION OF:
MR 370 GERMANY (2)

OHIGINAL: PRES-PM FILE

370 Germany
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_3/.5';_ 5 April 1545

From; U, S, Military Attache, London, England
To1 The Fresident of The United States

Nr: 935 Flled 0521252
Frime Minister to President Roosevelt. FPersonal and
TOPSECRET.

Following is text of my telegram to Stalin réferred
to in oy ilmmediately preceding telegram;

"prime Minister to Marshal Stalin, Personal and Top
Secret.

1. The President has sent me his correspondence with
¥ou about the contacts made in Switzerland between a BEritish
and an American offlcer on Fleld uUarshal Alexander's staff
and & German Oeneral named Welff relating to possible sur-
render of Hesselring's army in northérn Italy. I therefore
deem 1t right to send you a preclse summary of the action
of His Majesty's Government. As soon as we learned of these
gontacts we lmmediately informed the Soviet Covermment on
March 12th and we and the Unlted States Government have
faithfully reported to you everything that has taken place.
The sole and only business mentioned or referred to in any
way in Switzerland was to test the credentials of the German

0P %E@%E T (han

A e WL
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emissary and try to arrange & meeting between & nominee of
Kesselring's, with Fleld Marshal Alexander at his headquarters
or some convenient point in northern Italy. There were no
negotiations in Swizerland even for & military surrender of
Keaselring's army. Still less did any political-military
plot, as alleged in your telegram to the President, enter
into our thoughts, which are not as suggested of so dishonour-
able a character.

2. Your representatives were immedlately invited to
the meeting we attempted to arrange in Italy. Had it taken
place and had your representatives come, they would have
heard every word that passed,

3, We consider that Field Marshal Alexander has full
ﬂ,shtmuunmlwmmurmumnwufzsuﬂ-
sions on his front in Italy and to discuss such matters with
German envoys who have the power to settle the terms of
capitulation. Nevertheless we took especial care to invite
your representatives to this purely military discussion at
his headquarters should 1t take place. In fact however
nothing resulted from any contacts in Switzerland, Our
officers returned from Switzerland without having succeeded
in fixing a rendezvous in Italy for Kesselring's emissaries
to comé to. Of all this the Soviet Government have been




e
udP @LE.M LE.TJ-

mwmwwwulmmmnﬂnw
Hﬂrmmﬂnﬂm,uuuuwmm
States channels, I repeat that no negotiations of any kind
were entered into or even touched upon, formally or infor=
mally, in Switzerland.

;. There is however & possibility that the whole
nrtﬂnnmlatmprmwmmm Wolff was one
nftnnumt.-wmuhmmwmwnmmobjmt
of sowing distrust between allies, Field Marshal Alexander
mm:pmin:uugruuntunnnnutninmuh
he remarks, "Flease note that two of the leading figures are
8.8, and Himmler men which makes me very suspiclous”, This
telegram was repeated to the British Ambassador in Woscow
on the 12th of March for communieation to the Soviet goverm-
ment. If to sow distrust petwsen us was the German intentlionm,
ltmurhinuﬂrthlmntm”mnm-

§, Sir Archibald Clark Kerr was instrusted by Mr.
mnuﬂmmmmmmu.umnmum-
letter of March 21st. The reply of March 22nd handed to him
ﬂl-mmnﬂnﬁmmm'mnnm: "In this
Mmmﬂ:mntmmlumﬁmmm
but something worse™. It also complains that, "In Berne for
two weeks benind the backs of the Soviet union, which 1s

TIP SEIRL




bearing the brunt of the war against Germany, negotiations
have been going on between representatives of the German
military command on the one hand and representatives of
English and American commands on the other". In the interests
of Anglo-Russisn relations, His Majesty's Goverrnment decided
not to make any reply to this most wounding and unfounded
charge but to ignore it., This is the reason for what you
ecall in your message to the President, "The silence of the
"British", we thought it better to keep silent than to re=-
spond to such a message as was sent by M. Molotov, but you
may be sure that we were astonished by it and affronted that
M. Molotov should impute such conduct to us. This however

~ in no way affected our instruction to Field Marshal Alexander
to keep you fully informed,

6. Neither 1s it true that the initiative in this
matter came &s you state to the President wholly from the
British. In fact the information given to Field Marshal
Alexander that the German General Wolff wished to make a
contact in Switzerland was brought to him by an American
agency.

7. There is no connection whatever between any
contacts at Berne or elsewhere with the total defeat of the

German armies on the western front. They have in fact fought

2 SEURI
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with great obstinacy and inflicted upen us and the American
armies since the opening of our February offensive up to
March 28th upwards of 87,000 casualties. However being
outnumbered on the ground and literally overwhelmed in the
air bty the vastly superior Anglo-American alr forces, which
in the month of March alone dropped over 200,000 tons of
vombs on Germany, the German armies in the west have been
decisively broken. The fact that they were outnumbered on
the ground in the west is due to the magnificent attacks
and weight of the Soviet armies.

8, wWith regard to the charges which po%'—ﬁw made
in your message to the President of April 3rd, which also
asperse His Majesty's Government, I associate myself and my
colleagues with the last sentence of the President's reply."

v Lo At PM-PRES ™ 936,

GAWK/dg
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THE FRIME MINISTER T0 THE PRESLUENT -
;;Eﬁ“' i #935, 5 April 1945. L
‘F P hOOM 0600452 VIa Army Code Hoom

German! surrender negotiations.

1. See "Immedictely preceding telegram", PM-PRES #934, 5 Apr 45.

Z. cent to the President at narm Springs as MRE-UUT-353, 5 apr LS.

3. Draft reply prepared by hdmiral Leahy; sent to the President as
MR-OUT-359, 061540Z.

4. Approved by the President in MR-IN-182, 061708L.

5. Heply to Churchill sent as FRES-PM #736, & April 1945.

COPIEs Tu: DuTE:

MR 370 GERMANY (2)

BY LIhbCTION OF:

ORIGINAL: PRES-PM FILE

370 GERMANY
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ME-QUT-352 (0602022)

FROM: THE PHIME MINISTER
TO : THE PHESIDENT
HO 1 934, 5 April 1945

S?EPﬁmmw thet Stalin should have addressed to you & messape

80 inmulting to the honour of the United States and also of Great Britsin,
His Majesty's Government cordially associate themselves with your reply
end the Wer Cabinet have instructed me to send to Stalin the message in my

immediately following.

2. There is very little doubt in my mind that the Sowiet leaders,
whosver they may be, are surprised and disconcerted st the rapld mdvance of .
the Allied armles in the west and the almost total defeat of the enesy on e
our front espacially as they say they are themselves in no position to
deliver & decisive attack before the middle of May. All this mekes it
the more importent thet we should join bande with the Rueslan armies as
far to the east as possible and if circumstances allow, enter Berlin.

3. I may remind you that we proposed and thought we had arranged
six weeks ago provisional zones of occupation in Austria, but since Yalta
the Fussians have sent no confirsation of thess sones. Now that they are
on the eve of taking Vienns and veary likely will ococupy the whole of Austris, it
may well be prudent for us to hold as much as possible in the north.

L« We must always be anxious lest the brutality of the Russian
zesseges does not foreshadow some deep change of poliey for which they
mlpr-p-ﬂng. On the wshole I incline to think it is no more than their

naturel expression when vexed or jealeus. For that very reascen I deem it

. _ TOP-SECecT




of the highest importance thet & firm and blunt stand should be made at
this juncture by our two countries in order that the air may be cleared
and they reslize that there is a point beyond which we will not tolerate
insult. I believe this is the best chance of saving the future. If they
are ever convinced that we are afraid of them and can be bullied into

submission, then indeed I should despair of our future relations with them

and much else.

TOP-SEGRET
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FROM HE PRIME MINISTER 0 THE PRESLUENT
apthlal » FILE NO.
DatE ) : #934, 5 April 1945.
OR AP ROOM VIa
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German surrender negotiations; zones of occupation in Austria.

AL LUENS

1. Answers PHES-PM #734, 4 Apr 45, which quoted to the Prime Minister
an exahange of messages between the President and Stalin.

2. Sent to the President at Werm Sodngas MR-UUT=352, 060202Z.

3, See also PM-PRES #935, which is continuation of PM #934.

L. President referred #934 to Admiral Leahy in MR-IN-181, 0602502,
for preparation of. draft reply.

5, Uraft reply for PM #934 and #935 prepared by Admiral Leahy; sent
to the President for approval as MR-OUT-359, 061540Z. Approved by the
President in Mh-IN-182, 061708Z.

6. Answer sent to Churchill as PRES-PM #7365, 6 April 1945,

COPIE:s Tu: DTk BY LAihECTION QF:

MR 370 GERMANY (2)
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From: Allied Force Heedquarters, Crserta, ltaly
To: War Department
Hr: FX 54695  NAF 911 4 April 1945
To AGWAR for Comblned Chief's of Staff and AMSSO0

for British Chiefs of 3taff repeated 2HAEF Forward for
Elsenhower and US Military Mlssion Moscow for Deane and

Avcher FPX 54695. Signed Alezander cite FHCOS.
This is NAF 911.
MKMMM/J&J SO SartEpaes rhy f’iﬁfﬁf)

1. Report received from my representatives that the
Italian intermediary Parrilli erossed frontier and conferred
with theum (believed on 2nd April) at Locarno. For reasons
gtated below CRITIC and others of his entourage did not
accompany intermediar arrilli reportec.

& /P 55 officer
Tm had arranged for conference night

1-2 ﬂgr; at %ftﬂﬁﬁla Headquarters.
Mean e on lst April Himmler phoned

ﬁ “' % and ordered him to remaln in Ita})iy. To ot
aura complianse Himmler proposed to phone €REFIC
Vow Vser, ‘7”;‘/;" periodically and ordered the move of ORITIC's family

from the vicinity of the Brenner, where CRITIC had

placed t ¢ the Sslzburg area. hoy/
C. held conference with m:z

night 1-2 April as arranged. GLAZIER's Chief of

Staff also present. CRITIC reported both agreed
with his project.

CM-IN-3082 ( 4 Apr 45 )

DECLASSIFIED [l |
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INCOMING CLASSIFIED MESSAGE

Page 2

From: Allied Force Headguarters, Caserta, Italy

Ty & = 1
Hp: FX 54695 NﬁF_Qll.jf v 4 April 1945

2. My representatives|sent message back to 6REFI6
through intermediary, an and his Chief of Staff were

convinced of desirabllity of surrender in north Italy,

there was nothing to prevent parliamentarlans belng sent
directly to Allies through lines in order to put military
machinery for surrepder into effect. A password for use-in
this event was agreed. - It was alac suggested that Germans
gshould inform us through 088 channels in Switzerland of the
place, time and date at which parliamentarians would be segt
over. Intermediery wes also instructed to remind SRITIC

of his undertalking not to carry out orders for deatruction

in Neorth Italy.

J&&é‘ ,ﬂg 3. In view of foregoling, I consider that both
are walting for project to be overtsaken by
Ypuu Vietws*l events ana that CRITIC at least hopes his contects with
Allies will in some degree have reinsured him personnally.
In particular 1t 1s noteworthy that neither GLAZIER nor
CRITIC sent any concrete suggestlons via their intermedlary
ag to vhat should happen next.

4., I have therefore lnstructed my representatives to
return to Caserta. The 055 link in Switzerlend will remain

open for any further ccontactas.
End

ACTION: CC/S

INFO @ Adm. Leaby, Gen. Arnold, Gen, Hull, Gen. Bissell,
4dm. Xing, C of 8

OM-1%-3081 (3 Apr 45 ) DTG: O04/1001B ngr

SIFIED
s4Th gy 2974

Jos mem0y
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SECRET

April 4, 1046,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

On April 34 the Soviet Ambassador called on the
Secretary and stated that the British Govermment had in-
%o the European Advisory Commissien a doeu-
ment whigh it m-m might substituted for the
Serms already agreed wpen between
the three Goveraments for application %o « The
Ambassador stated that this nev British prope omitted
]

stated he was instruoted to inguire as to the attitude of
this Govermment toward this British prepesal,

no knowledge of this nev dooument, we tele-
EarRing. in‘Sepesrs s Brisia Covorutent clstriuio
but has -

The Beoretary had sed Nr, Gromyke that we
would communicate with as soen as we heard from
Mr. Winant, therefore ve informed the Soviet Ambassader

today

DECLAEEIFTED
Etate Dept. letter, 1-11-782

Bdve! . MR-goT- 346, e
% Wdfﬂ.} o ; Br_m_m“ MAR 9 1977
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instrument as binding
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We further

that we
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of the new British proposal as

. Winans.
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Aoting Seoretary

From London, ne. 3408,
April 4, noon.

DECLASEIFIED

gtate Dept. latter,

By



LC-1965 London

This telegram must be

elosely paraphrased be- Dated April 4, 1945
fore being communicated

to anyone. g Rec'd 8:37 a.m.

Secretary of State,

Washington.

US URGENT

NIACT 3405, April 4, Noon.

W Fo: T SECRETARY, ASSLSTANT SECRETARY DUN AND MR,

4ATTHERS.

Document referred to in Department's 2577, April 3, 8 p.m., for-
warded by my despatch Ne. 22112 of April 2 (E A C 54/28 of March 30).

This document has simply been distributed and not placed before the
European Advisory Commission. It was an effort on the part of Strang
to prepare & proclametion which might be issued by all the Allied Com-
menders in Chief in the event that there was neither s German Government
nor & German High Commend availsble to sign the unconditional surrender.
The omission of the words "unconditicnal surrender" and other modifications
of the surrender instrument greatly disturbed Gousev as he assumed it was
evidence of & change of policy. I made it clear to him last night that there
was no change of policy whatsoever as far as we were concerned and that the
sgreed documents—unconditionsl surrender instrument, protocol on zones of
occupation, agreement on control machinery—stood as binding on our govern-—
ment.

I am sure there has been no intention of chenging the policy as far

&= the British Government is concerned. I think myself that it was &
DECLABEIFIED

“ Etate Dept. latter, -ﬁ.l-‘?ﬂ
R 8 e 5 7




mistake to circulate such a document st this time without a verbul explan-
ation to the members of the Commission. The intention was to cover a
contingency that night face the armed forces in the final stages of German
disintegration.

I feel basically that Gousev and possibly his government 1s disturbed
hecause the American-British forces are rapidly penetrating the German
defense while the Russians are meeting strong resistance in the east. They
are therefore sensitive to any apparent change of policy &t the moment. In
this connection the introduction of the United States memorandum of March
23 has not been an easy matter. I went over the document with Gousev per-
sonally before introducing it into the Commission in order to facilitate

its early consideration.

WINANT

DECLASSIFIED
State Dept. letter, 1-11-73
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FROM: THE PRESIDENT
To : THE PRIME MINISTER

NO : 73L, A4 APHIL 1945

The following message [rom Stulin dated 3 April and my reply thereto
are guoted for your information:

QUOTE, MARSHAL STALIN TO PRESIDENT.

(Quotes verbatia Stalin's messte

3 April to the Fr LlﬂUlL.j

UNQUOTE.

QUOTE, PRESIDENT TO SThLIN.

(Guoter verbatim the President's message
3225 to Marshal Stalin, 4 April 1945.)

UNJUOTE.

ROOSEVELT

o

r:l :'-.l'l-. j: |
S B

0420172,

DECLASSI
E. 0. 12356



FROW THE PRESIDENT 0 THE PRIME. UINISTER
wish Lal *1LE NO.
B or FILE No 734, & April 1945

IUR d4P hOOM VIa

Dl BJECT : 1 . T i
i Uernan surrender negotiations.

e

g-.i.l'i'L._u'C -

1. Guotes to Churchill for his informstion the exchenge of messages
between the Presiddnt and Stalin (STALIN-PHES 3 Apr L5; PRES #2272,
L hpr lll+5t_]

<. lihen admiral Leahy sent to the President & draft reply to Stalin's
messege of 3 apr L5, he recuested permission to send copies of the
exchenge of messsges to the Prime Winister snd to Ambassador Harriman.
President approved in his ME-IN-176, L apr 45.

3. Answered by PM_PHES #9%.. 5 April 194L5.

4. Further answered by FM-PRES #940, 11 Apr 45.

EZJ—:.;:- T: DuThiz
MR 370 GERJANY (2) i

BY LUIhLCTION OF:

ORIGINAL PRES-PW FILE

370 GEALNY




4 APRIL 1945

FROM: OPNAV

170 ALUSNA, MOSCOW ou2023z Ner _FIY9

NUMBER 223, PERSONAL AND Pop=pieper FLOU THE PRESIDENT FOR
AMBASSADOR HARHRIMAN,

The following message from Stalin, dated 3 April, and oy reply
thereto are quoted for your information:

QUOTE. Marshal Stalin to President Roosevelt, 3 April 1945.

T have received your message on the question of negotistions in
Bern. You are absolutely right that in connection with the affair regarding
negotiations of the Anglo-American Command with the German Command somewhere
in Bern or some other place 'has developed an atmosphere of fear and dis-
trust deserving regrets.’

You insist that there have been no negotistions yet.

It may be assumed that you have not been fully informed. As regerds
my militery colleagues, they, on the basis of data which they have on hand,
do not have any doubts, that the negotiations have taken place and that they
have ended in an sgreement with the Germans, on the besis of which the German
commander on the Western Front, Marshal Kesselring, has agreed to open the
front and permit the Anglo-American troocps to advance to the Eest, znd the
Anglo-Americans have promised in return to ease for the Germans the peace
terms.

I think thst my collesgues are close to truth. Otherwise one could
not have understood the fact that the Anglo—Americans have refused to admit

to Bern representatives of the Soviet Command for perticipation in the
d
- Ew 'L.IETI i he U.8.

B
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[ negotiations with the Germans.

I elso cannot understend the silence of the British who have allowed
you to correspond with me on this unpleasant matter, and they themselves
remain silent, although it is known that the initiative in this whole affair
with the negotiations in Bern belonge to the British.

I understand thst there are certaln advantages for the Anglo-American
troops as a result of these separate negotiations in Bern or in some other
place since the Anglo-American troops get the possibility to advance into the
heart of Germany almost without any resistance en the part of the Germans, but
why wes it necessary to conceal this from the Russians, and why your Allles—
the Russians—were not notified?

As a result of this at the present moment the Germans on the Western
Front in fact have ceased the wer sgainst England and the United States. At
the same time the Germans continue the war with Russia, the Ally of England
and the United States. It is understandable that such & situstion can in
no way serve the cause of preservation of the strengthening of trust between
our countries.

I have already written to you in my previous message and consider it
necessary to repeat it here that I personally and my colleagues would have
never made such a risky step, being aware that a momentary advantage, no
matter what it would be, is fading before the principle advantage on the
preservation and strengthening of trust among the Allies. UNQUOTE.

For my reply to above message, see my Number 222 to Stalin which is

being transmitted through you today.
ROQSEVELT

TF A TTTED
( Released from the White House Mep Room By Deputy ¢ of the U.B.

MAR

By W. J. blewart T TR I )

at 0420232 April 1945:
. F. H. GRAHAM, Captain, 13::




¥Rod  THE PRESIDENT 70 AMBASSADOR HARRIMAN °
sehial or FILE NO.

v, gl ey #223, 4 April 1945

70K MAP ROOM - VIa

SUBJECT:

Uerman surrender negotlations.

ACTION:

1, Quotes to Harriman for his information & message received
from Marshal Stalin, dated 3 &pril L5. The President's reply to
this message was not quoted to Harriman in this message since the
original message ‘PRES-STALIN #222) would be handled by Harriman.
(See STATUS REPORTS attached to Stelin's msg of 3 Apr 45 end to
PRES-STALIN #222 for full report.)

2. When Admiral Leahy sent to the President his suggested reply
to Stalin's message of 3 April 45, he requested permission to send
copies to Prime Minister Churchill and Ambassador Harrisan. Pres—
ident approved this in his MH-IN-176, &4 Apr L5.

COPIE: Tu: - BY DIWkCTION OF:

DuT
ORIGINAL: MR 370 GERMANY (2)

INDEXED: PRES-HARRIMAN FILE

370 GERAANY




& APRIL 1945

FROM: OPNAV
TO  ALUSHA, MOSCOW 0420072 NCR

wousen z22, PERsoNAL aND YR, ¥rou THE PRESIDENT FOR MARSHAL
STALIN,

I have recelved with astonishment your message of April 3 conteining
an allegation that arrengements which were made between Field Marshals
Mexander and Xesselring st Bermn, Ypermitted the Anglo-Americen troops to
advance to the East and the inglo-Americans promised in return te ease for
the Germans the peace terms,”

In oy previous messsges to you in regard to the attempts made in Bern
to arrange & conference to discuss a surrender of the German Army in Italy,
I have told you that,

(1) So negotiations were held in Bern;

(2) That the meeting had no political implications whatever;

(3) That in any surrender of the enemy army in Italy there could
be no viclation of our agreed principle of unconditionel surrender;

(L) That Soviet officers would be welecumed st any meeting that
might be arrenged to discuss surrender.

For the advantage of our common war effort against Germany, which Py

2
today gives excellent promise of an eerly success in a disintegretion of the ’1. \
German armies, I must continue to assume that you have the same high con- A\
fidence in my truthfulness and reliability thst I have always had in yours,

I bave also a full appreclation of the effect your gallant army has \

had in making possible & crossing of the Rhine by the forces under General i

By Deputi; he 0.8,
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Elsenhower and the effect that your forces will have heresfter on the
eventusl collapse of the German resietance to our combined sttacis.

I have complete confidence in Oenercl Eisenhower and know that he
certainly would inforz me before entering into any sgreement with the Gerasns.
He is instructed to demand and will demand unconditional surrender of ensay
troops that mey be defeated on his froni. Our advences on the Western Front
are due to militery action. Their speed has been sttributable mainly to the
terrific impact of our sir power resulting in destruction of German commun-
dcations, snd to the fact that Elsenhower was able to eripple the bulk of the
German Force: on the Western front while they were still West of the Rhine.

I am certain that there were no negotiations in Bern at any tlae, and
I feel that your information to that effect must have come from Jerman scurces
which have aade persistent efforts to create diseentlon between us in order
to escape in some messure for responsibility for thelr wer crimes. If that
was Wolff's purpose in Barn your messsge proves thot he has had some success,

With a confidence in your belief in my perzonal reliability and in my
deteraination to bring sbout together with you an unconditionel surrender of
the Nasis, it is astonishing that a belief seems to have reached the Soviet
Oovernment that I have entered into sn egreement with the enemy without
first obteining your full agreement,

Finally I would say this, it would be one of the grest tragedies of
history if at the very moment of the victory, now within our grasp, such
distrust, such lack of faith should prejudice the entire undertsking efter
the colossal losses of life, materiel and treasure involved.

Frankly I cannot avold a feeling of bitter resentment toward your

By Depui; A » U.8.
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informers, whoever they are, for such vile mlsrepresentstions of my
actione or thore of my trusted subordinates,
ROCSEVELT

Heleased from the White House Map Hoom
at OL201TZ April 1945.

£ sl

Captain, AGD,

TEC
By Deyuty 1.8,
g MAR 9 w72
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;‘p'.i THE PHESIDENT T dnhSHAL STALIN
sishlal or FILE NO. Py
DaTE % . : II ey L -ﬁp—ril 1 jhﬁ
TUR #af hOOM Via

nswers STLLIN-PRES , which was sent to the President
&t Warm Springs snd referred by the President to Admiral Leshy, to
ntzke the necessary steps for the prep: ration of an immediste reply."

2, hdmiral Lezhy referred to Gener:l Mershall on L April 1945 by
memo stating: "Please give me & memor: ndun upon which I can base
& reply snd can inform the President that you have been consulted.”

3, Draft reply prepered in General Marshall's office; hdmiral Leahy
revised the dreft; sent to the President for ais approval as WR-OUT-
aLl,, 041625Z. In this message, Admirel Lechy asked the President!s
permission to send copies of Stelin's message of 3 April end the
President's reply to Prime Minister Churchill end jsobassador Har-
rimsn for their informstion.

L. President's reply to Admiral Leany, Wh-IN-176, OL19154, stated:
Y UE-DUT-344. Approved for transmission including repesting to
Harrimen and Churchill the intercnange of messages.”

5, dessage to Stslin di spatched 0420172 as attached foe2. Messages
guoted to Prime Minister Churchill in PRES #734, L Apr 45; Stelin's
sessage of 3 Apr 45 uuoted to Anbassador Harrimen as FhES #223, 4
Apr L5.

6. Answered by STALIN-PRES, 7 April 1945,

COPIE: Tuo: DuTh BY L1hbCTION OF:

i 370 GEndalY (2)

ORLGI iL: PRES-STALIN FILE

370 GEILLANY

Regraded Unclassified



FROM: MARSHAL STALIN
TO : THE PRESIDENT

WO : UNNO, 3 APRIL 1945

I have received your message on the question of negotiations in
Bern. You are absclutely right thet in connection with the affair regerding
negotiation of the Anglo-American Command with the German Commend somewhere
in Bern or some other place "has developed an atmosphere of fear and distruct
deserving regrets.”

You insist that there have been no negotiations yet.

It may be assumed that you have not been fully informed. As regﬁrds.
my military colleagues, they, on the basis of data which they have on hand,
do not have any doubts, that the negotistions have taken place and that they
have ended in an agreement with the Germans, on the basis of which the German
commander on the Western front—Marshal Kesselring--has agreed to open the
front and permit the Anglo-American troops to advance to the East, and the
Anglo-Americans have promised in return to ease for the Germuns the peace
terms.

I think that my collesgues are close to truth. Otherwise one could
not have understeod the fact that the Anglo-Anericans have refused to adait
to Bern representatives of the Soviet Command for participation in the nego-
tistions with the Germans.

I also cannot understand the silence of the British who have allowed

you to correspond with me on this unplessant matter, and they the.aselves

remain silent, although it is known that the initiative in this whole affair

-t
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with the negotistiona in Bern belongs to the British.

I understand thot there are certsin adventages for the Anglo-Anerican
troops s & result of these eeparate negotistions in Bern or 1n some other
place since the Anglo-imerican troops get the possibdlity to sdvence into the
heert of Cermany elmost without any resistunce on the part of the Germans,
but why was it necessary to concesl this from the Ruselans, and why your
Allies—the Russisns—were not notified?

As & result of this at the present moment the Cermens on the Western
front in faet have cessed the war ageinst Englund and the United States. #t
the same time the Germens continue the war with Russia, the Ally of Fnglend
and the United States. It is understandable thet such & situstion can in
no Wiy serve the sause of preservation of the strengthening of trust between
our countries.

I have already written to you in my previous message and consider it
nagessary to repeat i1t here thet I personelly and sy collesgues would have
never made such & risky step, being aware that a momentary advantoge, no
zatter what 1t would be, ia fading before the principle sdvantuge on the

preservetion end strengthening of trust among the Allies.



PR MakSHAL STALIN TO THE PRESIDENT
L]

ukhlnl or FILE NO.

DaTE 3 April 1945

TOR WaP hOOM VI.

SUBJECT:

German surrender negotistions.

e
—

ACTION:

1. Answers PRES-STALIN p217, 31 Mar L5,

2. To the President at harnm oprings &s AR-0UT-339, OLO3LOE.

3, President to Admiral Leahy, 4H-IN-174, stoted: "Heference MH-
(OUT=-339. Take the necessary steps for the preparetion of an immediate
reply."

L. Heferred to General Marshall by Adairal Leany on L spril 1945,
by gemo stating: "Plesse give me & memor ndum upon which 1 can bese
a reply and cen inform the President that you hzve been consulted."”

5, Dpaft reply prepered in General Marshall's office; Admirsl Leahy
revised the draft; sent to the President for his approval as Hi-0UT=
1), 0616252, In this message, sdmirel Leshy ssked the Presicent!s
pefmission to send copies of Stelin's messege of 3 hpril and the
President's reply to Prime Minister Cturchill and Ambassador Har-
rimen for their informstion.

4. President's reply to hdmirel Leehy, 4R-IN-176, OL1915%Z, stated:
"yr WE-OUT-344. Approved for transmission including repecting to
Harriman and Uhurchill the intercacnge of messages."

e ) PHES #2222 j,5: messsges
quoted to Prime Minister Churchill in PHES §734, 4 hpril 1945; Stelin's
message of 3 Apr L5 quoted to Anbassador Harrimen as PRES #223, &

COPIE: TU: DiuThs BY LIKLCTION OF:
MR 370 GERMANY (2)

ORIGAMAL: PRES=STALIN FILE
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INCOMING CLASSIFIED MESSAGE
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TOF SECRET - T0T ‘SQSiEEé§EE>
FRIORITY @ )

From: Us Military Mission, Mogoow, Russla

To: War Dapartment
CG, United Kingdom Base Section, London, England

B MX 23608 2 April 1945

Por Alexander FHCO3, information to Combined Chiefe
of Staff and British Chief's of Steff from Archer and Desne

TOP SECRET MX 2360S5.

CROSSWORD. Reguest contained 1n your FX 53675 hes
boen complied with. In informing the Soviets, we have gliven
them information contained in FX 53447 but emphasized through-

out that your representatives were attempting only to arrange
= meeting at your headquerters where sctuel negotietions would

take place.
End.

This message Yelayed to U K Base Sectlion as CRYPTO
WAR SVC 5425 by WDCC per originators requast.
FOOTHOTE :F 53675 is CM-IN-13356 2 Arr 45) cc/a.
FX-53447 1s CM-IN 1485 ( 2 Apr 45) CC/S.
ACTION: cCC/8

INFO : Adm, Leahy, Gen. Arnold, Gen. Hull, Cen. Blssell,
' Adn, King, C of B.

CM-IN-1954 ( 3 Apr 45 ) DTG: 021730Z ngr

CRE Franklin D. Roosevelt Lilrary
it * DOWNGRADED TO CONFIDENTIAL
Date by

11
HOT AUTOMATICALL IFIER
370 k POD Dir. 6200.10 COPY NO.
THE MAKINGVOF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN
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M SECRET .
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WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

2
INCOMING MESSAGE ‘9‘5\6\:&"

TOP SECRET TOT
UROENT

CORRECTED COPY e)‘

From: US Military mMission, Moscow, Russila
Tos War Department
Hr: Mx 23589 2 April 1945
To AFHQ for Fleld Marshal Alexander's eyes only,

AGWAR for the Combined Chiefs of Btaff, and Central Bese
UE for the British Chlefs of Staff from Archer and Deane
General 3taff the

TOP SECRET Mx 23589.
- the Sovie
F 5377k of lst April (not

¥We have withheld fron
informetion contained in yo

sent to the Combined or Britimmrehiefs of Staff) pending
your reply to this message.

We fesl that your message as written would convey &
definite impression to the Soviet authorities that nego-
tiations for & German surrender had been initiated in Berne.

Your message goes on to state the progress of these
negotiations. It does not make any mentlon of negotiations
to be held in Caserta.

We feel certain that the Soviets would take your
message as & direct contradiction to the information which
has been given them on two occasions by our goveroments with
the concurrence of the Combined Chiefs of Etaff and on two
occasions py the Presldent.

is tion be summed up in the most recent
meseage rumiﬁa ﬁeumaﬁulhamd topuarshal Stalin on
————
Franklin D. Roosevelt Library
; DOWNGRADED TO QONFIDLNTIAL
CM-1N-1244 (2 Apr 45) I >

TOP SECRET HOT AUTOMATICALLY DECLASSIFIED
poD Dir. 6200.10

SECRET COPY No. b

MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN Ba-TETR4




SECRET

WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER ).'

INCOMING MESSAGE &89
6’4\}

Page 2
From: US Military Miesion, Moscow, Russila
Rr: MX 23589 2 April 1945
April lst wvhich stated:

"Ho negotiations for surrender have been
entered into, and if there should be any negotiations
they will be conducted at Caserta with your representatives
present throughout."”

While we feel certain that your representatives are
merely acting at the present time to arrange a meeting in
Caserta, the information &s given in your meeseage would not
be construed by the Russians in this sense.

We therefore recommend that you amend the msssage which
you desire us to give to the Soviet authorities to conform
to the sssurences already glven them by our respective govern-
ments and by our heada of state.

End
WOTE: Corrected copy 1s CM-IN-1065 (2 April 45) CC/8
ACTION: ©C/S
INFO : Adm Leahy Adm King
General Arnold Cof 8
General Hull
General Bilsaell
CM-IR-1284 (2 Apr 45) DIG: 0200152 rrm
TOP SECRET
(3]
SECRET COPY No.

THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN 4-TRTR4
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FROM: Allied Force Headquarters, Caserta, Itely
To t War Department
Nr : EX 5375 908 2 April 1945

EX 535675 to US Militury Mission Moscow for Deane and Archer repested
for informstion to AGWAR for Combined Chiefs of Staff, AMSSO for British
Chiefs of Staff and SHAEF Forward for Eisenhower signed Alexander cite FHCOs

this is NAF 908. — Reference your MX 23589 dated 2nd April.
CROSSWORD
l. My F 53#42 of 1st April was dispatched to furnish background and
information of events to date as reported by my representatives.

2. My representatives are following the instructions issued by me and
approved by the Combined Chiefs of Staff to the effect that they are not to
enter into negotistions but are to contact authorities and if negotiations seem
feasible to return to Caserta with accredited German officers. Negotiations
would then take place &t Caserta with Fussian officers present.

3, Hequest convey to Soviet General Staff the information contained
in F 53774 but in such a way as to insure that it is understood my repres-
entatives zre not entering into negotiations for surrender.

MX 23589 is CM=IN-124k (2 Apr L5) CCs
F 53774 has been requesked,

ACTION: CCS
INFO : ADM LEAHY, GEN ARNOLD, GEN HULL, GEN EISSELL, ADM KING, C OF §

CM-IN-133% (2 Apr 45) DTG 021133B mes

-

DECLASBIFIED
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WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING CLASSIFIED MESSAGE

ToT
URGENT
* BUPPLEMENTARY COFY

N

From: Allied Force Headquerters Caserta, Italy
Tos War Department ).
Nr: FX 53675 BAF 908

2 April 1945

FX 53675 to US Militery Mission Moscow for Desns and
Archer repeated for informetion to AGWAR for Cowbined Chief's
of £taff, AMSS0 for British Chiefs of Stalf and SHAEF Forward
for Eisenhower sgd Alexander cite FHCOS, this is MAY 908,
TOPSEC. Reference your MX 23589 dated 2nd April.

Reference F 53774 referred e
should be F 53447, 1% referr 0 in Par 1 and 3

End

[ I!ﬂ
Efa%g%sggrading Hemo za - :Zgln
MAR 10 1
F 53447 18 CM-IK 1485 (2 April 45) EIM.M“

ACTION: CC/S

I NFORMATION ¢ @q@ Gen. Arnold; Gen, Hullj
Gen., Bissell; Adm., King; C of B

CM-IN-2296 (3 Apr 45) DTG 0211382

CopY No.
THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN

B4-TETR4




TOP-SECRET

FROM: Allied Force Headguarters, Caserta, Italy
Tos us l[:l..'l.‘l.t.:l.:t':r Mission, Moscow, Fussia
Not  F 53447 © 2hpral 1945

TOP SECRET. CROSSWORD. Action to US Military Mission Moscow F 53447
for Deane and Archer from Alexander cite FHCOS,

Pare 1. Following information passed to you for transmission to
Soviets.

Para 2. After & meeting between an 0S5 official and CRITIC, it
appeared to my representztives thet the time had come to undertake with
the latter a definite discussion of a plan for military surrender. They
therefore met him on 19 March, being introduced as military colleagues of the
05S official end high-ranking Allied officers, but without disclosing their
names, ranks or headouarters of origin.

Para 3. CRITIC was told there was no time to lose if results were to
be schieved, as EMPLTOR'S move to the West Front had basically altered the
position. Whether CRITIC should play his hand with GLAZIFR (FAPEROR'E succes—
sor) or whether he should go to EMPEROR'S Headquarters snd take the matter up
with him before seeing GLAZIEN, was therefore the mein problem.

Para 4. Though willing to go to see GLAZIER, CRITIC was of opinion
that he should first contact EMPEROR, as GLAZIER was a non-political soldier
and would need to be assured of strong support within the Wehrmacht before he
would react favorably. Moreover, CRITIC confidently expected a sympothetic
hearing from EMPEROR,

Pars 5. It was therefore decided that CRITIC should leave on 20 March
for EMPEROR'S Headquarters to obtain his sup . This was expected to take
some five to seven days and on returning CRITIC would make definite proposals
to GLAZIER, It was stressed to CRITIC that he must produce guslified officers
with full powers to plen a military surrender. He agreed with this and it was
arranged that if he was successful such offlcers would be delivered to a point
on the Swiss-Italian frontier.

Para 6. Subsequently, it was ascertained from GRALUATE, who was a party
to the plans, that CRITIC was delayed at EMPEROR'S Headguarters largely due to
the changed situation in the west. It is now gonfimmed that CRITIC has returned
to his headquerters in Northern Italy and it is believed that, though he received
a sympathetic hearing from EMPEROR, the latter was too much surrounded by un-
trustworthy personnel to be able to participate. However, CHITIU stated that
EMPEROR had suthorized him to speak with GLAZIER on his behalf.

Para 7. A further meeting between CRITIC and my representatives is now
planned for 2 or 3 April. It is reported that CRITIC appears to be extremely
optimistic. However, while my representatives feel he will almost certainly
arrive, no great hope is placed in his ability to make GLAZIER act. In that

| TOP-SECRET  Poin . seonrrs oty
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event it sppears likely that CRITIC, in order to attempt to cover himself
perscnally, will make some offer regarding surrender or rear areas under
his control. This is unlikely to be practicable.

End

Note: This message originally sent to Moscow only.
Repeated to WAR &t remuest of WLCMC.

ACTION: CC/s

INF0 : Adm., Leehy, Gen. Arnold, Gen. Hull, Gen. Bissell,
Adm. King, C of 8.

CM-IN-1485 (2 Apr 45) DTG 021700B.

Franklin D. Roosevelt Library
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I FIDENTIAL
Dats FREECh
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URGENT

From: Allied Force Headguarters, Caserta, Italy

To: War Department
lr: FX 53846 1 April 1945

FX 53446 TOP SECRET to AGJAR for Combined Chiefs
of Staff and AMSSO for British Chiefs of Staff repeated
SHARF Forward for Eilsenhower signed Alexander clte FHCOS

this is NAF 907.

CROSSWORD.
1. Following further information received from my
representatives. el “&
A. Confirmed ERIﬁfﬁ ﬁ'@ returned to hils head-
guarters at Faeano. fesseLRi

B. Intermedliary réports CRITgérreceived aym=
pathetic hearing from EMPEROR but latter too much surrounded
by untrustworthy personnel to be able to particlpate. EM-

PEROR had suthorized CRITIC to speak with CGLAZIER on his

behalf and this meeting was to take place on 3l Mareh s i) WETIIGHEFF
C. Further meeting between my representatives

and CRITIC in Locarno area 1s expected on 2nd or 3rd April.

Although he appears to be very optimistic, no great hope is

placed on his being able deflnitely to commit GLAZIER

2., If nothing concrete comes out of this meeting,
propose to recall my representatives to AFHQ.

3. Archer and Deane now fully informed to date.

ACTION: Gen. McFarland (CC/2 End

INFO : Adm., Leahy, Gen. Arnold, Gen. 1
Adm, King, C of § » Gen. Hull, Gen, Bissell,

CM-IN-745 (1 Apr 45) DTG 0117394 gig -

DECLASSIFIED
J.0.8. Regrading H‘ono& ~ T
sy BRIV vsso 1R 1) 9T
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From: Allied Force Headquartera, Caserta, Italy

To: War Dapartment
Nr: FX 53310 NAF 906 1 April 1945

To AGWAR for Combined Chiefs of 3taff and AMSS0
;gr ﬁﬁitiah Cgiiig of Staff repeated SHAEF Forward for
Elszenhower = zander FX 10 i
Sorpnowes g e 533 pite FHCOS this is NAF 906.
Acknowlsedged 18 your AN 16 Action be t
accordingly. 4 s - Sean

End
§SIFIED
3!31-: Regrading Hﬂmn_ﬁ;——gnil
10

HOI®: FAN 516 1s CM-0UT-61566 (31 Mar 45)
ACTIOR: CC/8

INFO : Adm, Leahy, Gen. Arnold, Gen. Hull, Gen. Bissell,
Adm, King, C of 8

CM-I¥-557 (1 Apr 45) DTG 011303A gig

P CopY No. v
o THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FOREBIDDEN MPLFITERR
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FROM: OPNAV
TO + ALUSHA, MOSCOW 3119432 KCR

NUMBER 217,~PoP—sBORss AN[ PLHSONAL, FROM THE PRESIDENT FOR MARSHAL
STALIN,

It seems to me in the exchange of messages we have had on possible
future negotistions with the Cermsns for surrender of their forees in Italy,
that although both of ue are in agreement on all the basic prineiples, the
matter now stends in an atmosphere of regretable apprehension and mistrust.

No negotistions for surrender have been entered into, and if there
should be any negotiations they will be conducted at Caserta with your repre=
sentatives present throughout, Although the attempt at Bern to arrange for
the conduct of these negotlations has sc far been fruitless, Marshal Alex-
ander has besn directed to keep you informed of his progress in this matter,

1 must repeat that the meeting in Bern was for the single purpose of
arranging contact with competent German military officers and not for nego-
tlatione of any kind,

There 1s no question of negotlsting with the Germans in any way which
would permit them to transfer elsewhere forces from the Itallian frent., E

- Negotistions, if any are conducted, will be on the basis of unconditional

surreader, With regard to the lack of Allied offensive operstions in Italy,
this condition has in no way resulted from any expectstion of an agreement
with the Germans. As & matter of fact, recent interruption of offensive
operations in Italy has been due primarily to the recent transfer of Allied
forees, Eritish and Canadian divisions, from that front to France. Prepara-
tions are now made for an offensive on the Italian front about April 10th,

s




but while we hope for success, the operetion will be of limited power due
to the lack of forees now available to Alexander. He has seventeen dependable
divisions and is opposed by twenty-four Germsn divisions, We intend to do
averything within the capacity of our available rescurces to prevent any with=
drawal of the German forces now in Italy.

I fesl that your informstion about the time of the movements of German
troops from Italy ie in error, Our best informstion is that three German
divisions have left Italy since the first of the yesr, two of which have gone
to the Eamstern front. The last division of the three started moving about
February 25, more than two weeiks before wnybody heard of eny poasibility of a
surrender. It is therefors clearly evident that the approach made by German
sgente in Bern occurring after the last movement of troops begen could not
possibly have had any effect on the movement.

Trls entire episode has arlsen through the inltiative of a Cerman
of figer reputed to be close to Himmler and there, of course, is & strong
possibility that his sole purpose is to creste suspiclon and distrust between
the Allies. There is no reason why we should permit hia to suecceed in that
aim, I trust that the above cstegorical statement of the present situation
and of my intentions will allay the spprehensions which you express in your
message of March 29,

b

ROOSEVELT
Released from the White House Map Room at
By Deput; { the U.B.
0GDEN KNIFFIN, S i Btewrt it R 9 17

Ms jor, C.E.
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FRcid THE PHESIDENT ™ MARSHAL STALIN
E.:i"]::'.._,hl or .|.-]_LL N, #217, 31 March 1945
iUk HAP ROCH Via

HBIELTY  gepmsn surrender negotictlions.

1. Angweps STALIN-PRES 29 Merch 1340, which was sent to the Presicent
at Woar= Springs as ME-OUT-305, 2912201.

Z. Presicent's reply to Admiral Leshy, di-IN-1564, steted: "He WH~0UT -
305, Please let me xnow if you consider reply necessory and if so pre—
pare and send draft for oy spproval."

1, Admiral Leahy, with asslstance of CGeneral Harshell, prepered reply.
Sent to the Presidemt ss JA-QUT-313, 3L153=%.

L. President npproved messsge in JH-TH-167, 311904%; dispatched to
Moscow &t 3119L3Z.

5. ST, -

DOwTk: BY LIRECTION OF:

G By (2)

ORIGINAL: PRES=STALIN FILE

370 GEisANY

Regraded Unclassified
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OUTGOM ESSAGE

Combined Culefs of Sta
Col C, R. Peck W D Ext T7

31 March 1945

Comeanding General
Allled Force Headguarters
Caserta, Italy

Supreme Headquarters
Allled Expeditionary Forces
Porvard Echelcon

Rheime , Prance SIFIED
Brisish Joint Staff Miesion J.C.8. Regrading "“"M

Washirgton, D, C, 5 _M_“m MAR 10 1971

Wumber: WARX 61566

TOPSEC book message to Alexander fopr s
for Eigenhower and to AM3S0 pass 10 Eritiss
for information. This message ih FAN 51
the Combined Chiefs of Staff.

ion, tc SHAEF Rheima
Chiefs of Staff
o Alexander from

Your attention i1s drawn to paragraph 4 of the message
to the U.5. and British Ambassadors in Moscow quoted in FAN
508, in which an undertaking was given to report to the
Soviets the results of any CROSSWORD contact in Berne, through
Archer and Deane.

If you have not already done no, regquest Jou report at
once results of meeting of 19th March referred to in NAF 8901,
and that you contlinue to keep the Soviets informed of any
further results, in accordance with the undertaling referred
to ebove.

End

Note: FAN 508 is CM-OUT-53452 (15 Mar #?].
NAF 891 1s CM-IN-22385 (21 Mar 45).

ORIGINATOR : 0©€0/s
INFCRMATION : Adm Leahy; Gen Arnold; Gen Hull; Gen Bissell:

Adm Eing; Mr. Stimson; C of =,
CH=-00T-61566 (Mar 45 DTG 3120L6Z rel

o coPY No. 5
é 70 MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN
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70 : THE PRESIDENT
DATE: 29 MARCH 1945

I gave consideration to the question you raised before me in the
letter of March 25, 1945, and have found that the Soviet Government could not
have given a different answer after the Soviet representatives were refused
participation in the discussions in Bern with the Germans regarding the pos-
sibility of capitulation of German troops and opening the front to Anglo-
American troops in Northern Italy.
Ium:pinﬂmd,muthmtﬁn,Ilirforuinguwuppnr—

tunity of disintegration in the German armies and to hasten their capitulatien
in any section of the front, to encoursge them in the opening of the front
for the Allies.

| But I agres to negotistions with the enemy on such matter only in the
case when these negotistions will not make the situation of the enemy easier,
1f thers will be excluded a possibility for the Germans to maneuvre and to
use these negotiations for shifting of their troops te other sections of the
frent snd, first of all, to the Soviet front.
it Only with the purpose of creating such a guarantee was the participation
of representatives of the Soviet Militery Command in such negotiations with the
enemy considered necessary by the Soviet Government, no matter where they would
take placs—in Bern or Caserts. I camnot understand why representatives of the
Soviet Ucamand were refused participstion in these negotistions and in what way
mﬂdthq:uw-mmimtumnpmmimnrmmac_ud.

imilar obny it o




) SECRET; )

For your information I have to tell you that the Germans have already
made use of the negotiations with the Allied Command and during this pericd
have succeeded in shifting three divisions from Northern Italy to the Soviet
front. .

The task of coordinated operations with a blow upon the Germsns from
the West, South and East, announced at the Crimea Conference is to bind the
troops of the enemy to the place of their loeation and not teo glve the enemy
any possibility to maneuvre and shift troops in the necessary for him direction.
This task is being carried out by the Soviet Command. This is being violated
by Fieldmarshal Alexander.

This circumstance is irritating the Soviet Command and creates ground
for distrust.

"is a military men", you write me, "you will understand, that it is
necessary to act quickly in order not to miss an opportunity. It would be the
same if your general at Koenigsberg or Danzig would be approached by the enemy
with & white flag." It is regretted that an analogy does not sult this case.
Germen troops at Koenigsberg end Dansig sre surrounded. If they surrender they
will do it in order to avoid smnihilstion but they cannot open a frent to the »
Soviet troope as the front has moved awey from them far to the West, to the
Oder. An entirely different situation is thet of the German troops in Northern
Italy. They are not surrounded and they do not face annihilation. If the Ger-
mans in Northern Italy, in spite of this seek negotistions in order to surrender
and to open the front to Allied troops, this means that they have different,
more serious aims relating to the fate of Germany.

I have to tell you, that if on the Eastern front, somewhere on the Oder,

similar conditions of a possibility of capitulation of the Germans and opening

SECRET
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. the front to Soviet troops would arise, I would not hesitate to inform immedia-
tely the Anglo-American Military Commend and to request it to send thelr
representatives for participstion in negotictions as in such cases the Allies

should have no secrets from sach other.

March 29, 1945.

SECRET
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Faoud MAHSHAL STALIN 0 THE PHESIDENT
RL':"\J.J\.L or FLILE Ni. 29 March 1945
DaTE
e ’ Via Syspian Smbasay
SUBJECT: Oer=an surrender negotiations.
ACTION:

1 E

PHES-STALLE $212, 2 5 1948
2, Sent to the President at Warm Springs as MH-OUT-305, 291220I.

3, President's reply to Admiral Leshy, MA-IN-1&), stated: "Re MR-OUT-305.
Floase let me mnow if you consider reply necessary and if so prepare and
send draft for my approval.”

L. Admirel Leahy, with assistance of General Marshall, propered reply.
Sent to the President as MR-OUT-313, 3L1532Z.

5. President approved messnge for transsission to 5Stalin in UR-IN-187,
7119042, Dispatched to Moscow st 3119L3F March s PRES-STALIN #217,

COPIES Tu: DiTE: BY LIRLCTION OF:
MR 370 GERMANY (2)

ORIGIMAL: PHES-STALIN FILE

370 GERLNY




WAR DEPARTMENT
IFIED MESSAGE CENTER
CLASS P- e

INCOMING CLASSIFIED MESSAGE

S o
UR

From: Allied Force Hecdquarters, Caserta, Italy
To: War Departmert
Hr: FX 51083 @ 28 March 1945
To AGWAR for Combined Chiefs of Staff and AMSSO

for British Chiefs of Staff repeated to SHAEF Forward fo
Eisenhower cite HFCOS signed Alexander. FX 5109*
This is HAF pumber 902. \
s Stetender th [faly
Para 1. gnaswonn. My representatives report on
27th March that they have not had another meeting with
CRITIC as he has not yet returned from %ld:l’m_{_glfn Headquarters.
. EEEHY Zimmes

i/ff{ Para 2., Contect is established with Mﬁ%. who
is CRITIC's aide and party to the plans. been
in Touch with CRITIC by telephone.

Leselnm
Para 3. These telephone conversations, as reported,
indicate that CRITIC is still anxious that militpry contacts
remaln open but does not desire to leave EMP 's Hesdguar-
ters until he can return with a complete plan. Due to
offensive in the west, EMPEROR has been extremely busy and
CRITIC has not been able to spend much time with him.

Para 4, It 1s expected that CRITIC will return to
Switzerland the latter part of this week and that he may bring

mandates from both EMPEROR and -
» %E: %m Vielimghaff
ACTION: Gen MoFarland £0/5 Sete

INFO : Adm Leehy; Gen Arncld; Gen Hull; Gen Blasell;
Adm FKing; Mr Stimson; C of 3
CM-IN-29592 (28 Mar 45) DTG: 2B1300A eje

DECLASEIFIED -
J.0.8. Regrading Memo =

390 M BI%“‘M“ Cory No.
THE MAKANG OF AN COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN B4-TRTE




From: Allied Force Headguarters, Caserta, Italy
To : War Department

Nr : FX 51088 28 Uarch 1945

To AGWAR for COS and to AMSSO for British Chiefs of Staff
repeated SHAEF Forward for Eisenhower for informétlen FX 51088
signed Alexander cite FHCOS. This is NAF 901.

Reference my immediately preceding telegram, code word 1s
GRADUATE.

End

See CM-TN-29593 (28 Mar 45) CC/S

ACTION: CC/8

INFO : Adm Leshy, Gen Amold, Gen Hull, Gen Bissell, Adm King, Mr Stimson

CM-IN-2959L (28 Mar L5) ITG: 281217Z.

DECLASEITIED

9.0.8. Regrading Veno 29 - 7|
o MR oo AR 1 0 1971

VRS




From: Allied Force Headguarters, Caserta, Italy
To : War Department

Nr 1 FX 51087 28 March 1945

To AGWAR for CCS and to AMSSO for British Chiefs of Staff repested
SHAEF Forward for Eisenhower for information FX 51087. _ Signed
Alexander cite FHCOS. This is NAF 900.

Further to NAF 883 and 884 dated 15th March 1945.

Codeword in my immediately following telegram is allotted to dencte
Zimmer who is ADC to Wolff.

End

NAr 883 1is CM-IN-15836 (15 Mar 45) CCS
NAF 884 is CM-IN-15858 (15 Mar L5) CCS

ACTION: CCS
INFO : Adm Leahy; Gen Arnold; Gen Hull; Gen Bissell;

863 (Col Newsome); Adm King; Mr. Stimson

QUI-IN-29593 (28 Mar 45) DTG: 281216Z.

J.0.8. m Vamo az- :Zf

sy_LR0MRy v... VIR 10 1971
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TO : MARSHAL STALIN
NO : 212, 24 MARCH 19L5 (2420472)

FROM: THE PhESIDENT

I have received from Ambassador Harrimsn a letter addressed to him
by Mr. Molotov regarding an investigution being made by Field Marshal Alex-
ander inte & reported possibility of obteining the surrender of part or all
of the Germen Army in Italy, in which letter Mr. Molotov demands that this
investigstion to be undertaiten in Switzerland be stopped forthwith because
of the non participation therein of Soviet officers.

I am sure that the facts of this matter, through misunderstanding,
have not been correctly presented to you.

The facts are as follows: Some few days ago unconfirmed information
was received in Switezerlsand that some German officers were considering the
possibllity of arranging for the surrender of CGerman troops that &re opposed
to the BEritish-American Armles in Italy commanded by Fleld Marshal Alexander.

; When this information reached Washington, Field Marshal Alexander was
: authorized to send an officer, or officers, of his staff to Switzerlind to
ascertain the sccuracy of the report, and if it appeared to be of sufficient
promise, to arrenge with any competent Germsn officers for a conference with
Field Marshal Alexander at his headguarters in Italy to discuss details of
the surrender. Soviet representatives would, of course, be present if such a
meeting could be arranged.

The Soviet Government was immediately informed of this investigetion
to be made in Switserlsnd and was later Informed that it will be agreeable
for Soviet officers to be present &t Fleld Marshal Alexander's meeting with

German officers when and if such a meeting is finally arrenged in Berne to

——
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discuss details of a surrender at Casertsa.

Attempts by our representatives to arrange & meeting with German
of ficers have met with no success up to the present time, but there still
appears to be a possibility of such a meeting.

You will, of course, understand thst my government must give every
assistance to all officers in the field in command of American Forces who
believe there is a possibility of forcing the aurrander-ur enemy troops in
their ares. It would be completely unrecscnable for me to tuke any ather
attitude or to permit any delay which must cause additional and avoidable
loss of life in the American Forces. You as a military man will understand
the necessity for prompt sction to avoid lesing an opportunity. It 1s in the
same category as would be the sending of a flag of truce to your general at
Koenigsberg or Denzig.

In such & surrender of enemy forces in the field, there can be no
political implications whatever and no viclation of our agreed principle of
unconditional surrender.

At any discussion of details of surrender by our commanders of American
Forces in the field, I will be pleased to have the benefit of the experience
end advice of any of your officers who can be present, but I cannot agree to
suspend investigation of the possibility because of objection on the part of
Mr. Molotov for some reason that is completely beyend my understanding.

I do not expect much from the reported possibility, but I hope you will,
with the purpose of preventing misunderstanding between our officers, point
out to the Soviet officlals concerned the desirability and necessity of our

taking prompt and effective actlon without eny delay to accomplish the

By Deputy

ha 0.8,

h" t;- etoYar:E N mR
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surrender of any enemy milit:ry forces in the field that &re opposed to

American forces.

I am sure that when & similar opportunity comes on the Soviet front

you will have the same attitude and will take the same action.

ROQSEVELT
By Deyt U.8,
By ¥. J. Etewari '__L.,-HAR Q 1979




FROW THE PHESIDENT TO MARSHAL STALIN
-I:-'l.'i_".Jnj- or FILE NO.

DATE #212, 24 March 1945.
TOR MaP hio(M Via
SUBJECT:

Syrrender negotiztions with Germans.

ACTION:

1. For "Ambassador Harriman's letter", see Ver Department messs e
M 23247 (CM-IN-17378) 16 March 1945, from Harrimsn to Sec State, filed
¥R 370 GEwlaNY (2). herfiin.

2. Uessage drafted by Stite Depertment and Admirsl Leshy; approved
by the Presldent with several chenges; dispatched ZL2047Z.

3. Answered by bT{:.LL\.I-FhE;-IUEHT 29 Mer L5,

OPIES Tu: DuTh: BY LIKECTION OF:

MR 370 GERAANY (2)

LIV
ORIGINAL: PRES-Fa# FILE

370 GERMANY




RA=idy Uoscow
This telegram must be

glosely peraphrased be- Dated March 23, 1945
fore being communicated
to anyone. Rec'd 10:45 p.m., 22nd

Secretary of State

Washington

URGENT

867, March 23, 3 a.m.

- FOR THE SECRETARY.

REUEPTS 652, March 20, 1 p.m.

I have tonight March 22 received & reply from Molotov to my commun-—
jeation to him concerning the meeting at Bern reading in paraphrase trans—
lation as follows: your letter of March Z1 concerning the ieeting between
the officers of Field Marshal Alexander's staff with General Wolff in Eern
has been received. I must state that I see no basis for your stetement
to the effect that the Soviet Government has incorrectly understood the
reasons for the contact between Wolff and Field Marshal Alexander's repre-
sentatives in Bern since in the present case it is not a guestion of incorrect
understanding of the objectives of this contact or of misunderstanding—it
is something worse.

The German General Wolff and the persons accompanying him, according to
your letter of darch 12, arrived in Bern in order to carry on conversations with
representatives of the American and British Command concerning the surrender of
German troops in the north of Italy. When the Soviet Government stated that

representatives of the Soviet Militery commend should participete in the:e

DECLASSIFIED
gState Dept. I““IH 1-11-73

T ol e S 572

By, - J




conversations the Soviet Government received & refusal in this respect,
During the last two weeks, therefore, in Bern, behind the back of the Soviet
Government which has been carrying on the main burden of the war against
Germany, representutives of the American and British Commsnd on the one part
end representatives of the German Militery Commend on the other are carrying
on negotiations. The Government of the USSR considers thet this 1s absolut—
ely inadmissable and insists on the fulfillment of the statement of the
Soviet Government contained in my letter of March 14,

End of Molotov's letter.

HARRTNAN

DECLASSIFIED
Btate Dept. letter, 1-11-7%

v AR ruse MR ¢ 77
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From: Allied Force Headquarters Caserts, Italy
To: War Department
fr: Fx LE8oy 23 March 1945

FX 48804 to AGWAR for Combined Chiefs of Staff and
to AM220Q for Bricish Chiefs of S3teff repeated SHAEF Maln
for informetion."Po8@Egegigned Alexander clte FHGCT.

Thie is AF 897/in two parts. Part 1

1. In event of local surrender of enemy forces In
Italy, I iotend to lmpose instrument detesliled ip part two
following, I would appreclate your early approval of this
inatrument which he# been prepared in light of directions
given 1in FAN 395.

2. I propose to srrange for slmilder ipstrument to
be imposed in the event of enemy surrender in Crete and the
Dodecanese.

3. Following spplies to Persgraphe 3 and 4 of

ipstrument In Pert 2. Appendixes A, B and C ars pot included

in this eignal and draft coples will follow shortly by alr.
Appendix A detalls conditions which will be applied to and
action requlred to be teaken by the epemy land force=. Appendixes
‘B and C desl similarly with enemy Naval end alir fa?neu. Main
provisions of eppendix A cover following matters S;‘Ed_fg;

of all formations and units in present positions and absolute

proh! of 811 movement ex Italy. Disarmament. Status
or%ﬂ?ﬂﬁmmnan of destruction and
damaege of all kipds. Frovision of information and fscllitles

required by allie=s. Dispossl of prisonere of war and other
person® in epnemy custody.

c!—u-25098 (24 mar 45) m? Regrading Hauﬂu
Y ., oo oo i 1)1
26

Copy No.
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OFERATIONAL PFRICRITY

Fage 2
From: Allied Force Headquarters Casertas,Italy
Fr: FX 48804 23 March 1945

Control of radlo and taleﬁcumuninntiuna. Treatment of
4111ied Lialson Officers and Italisn Goveroment Forces 1n
German occupled Italy.

Partc 2.

Title of instrument. Begins. Instrument of local
suprrender of Oerman and other forces under the command or
control of the German Commapdeor in Chief Southwest. Title ends.
Text of instrument begin=,

1. The Germap Commander in Chief Southwest heraby
'3H::Enﬁ!;%"HnEEEEéEEEEEE;E—F11 the forces under his command
or control on land, wen end in the air, snd places himeelf
and these forces unconditlonally at the dispossl of the
Supreme Allied Commander, Mediterrsnean Theatre of Operations,.

2. All armed forces under the command or control
.of the German Commander in Chlief Southweet will ceaese all
hostilities oun land, at sea and in the air at blank hours
{Greenwich mean Timc) blabk (dete). The Germsn Commander
in Chief 3outhwest undertakes to arrange accordingly.

3. The German Commander in Chlef Scuthwest under-
takee to carry out the orders set out in appendixes A, B and
¢ end &ny further orders of the Supreme Allied Commander,
Medlterranean Theatre of Operatlions. Disobedience of such
orders or failure to comply with themwill be dealt with in
pccordance with the sccepted laws and usages of war.
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Page 3
From: Allied Force Headguarters Caserts, Italy
Nr: Fi 4BBOY4 23 March 1945

4, This in=trument will enter into force lmmedlately
on sigoature, and the orders in appendixes A, B snd C will
become effective on the date and at the time epecified in
Farsgraph two above.

5. This ipstrument and sccompanylng orders are
drawn up in the English and Germen langueges. The English
varsion is the authentic text. If apny doubt a= to meaplng
or ipterpretstion arises, the declszion of the Supreme Allled
Commendeyr i& fipal.

6. This ipstrument i# independent of, without ore-
judice to, and s=hall be superseded by any general lpstrument
of surrender impozed by or on behalf of the United Natlions
apd spplicable to Germany and the German ermed forces a= a whole,
Text ends, Instrument will be signed bt bottom by myeell and
Germsn Commander in Chief Southwest or hie accredited represent-
ative. FPlace, dete and hour will be specified.

End
FAN 395 is cM-0UT-B1701 (16 aug 4%) cc/s
ACTION: CC/S
INFORMATION : Adm Leahy Gen Blssell
Gen Arnold Adm King
DECLASSIFIED
Gen a2 cefs J.0.8. Regrading WMemo —
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URGERT

From: Allied Foroe Headquarters Caserta Italy

To: War Departipen
Nr: FX 47971( RAF 895

FX 47971, To AGWAR for Combined Chiefs
of Staff and AMSSO for British Chiefs of Staff repeated

SHAEF FORWARD for Eisenhower signed Alexander cite FHCOS.
This NAF number B95.

1. Followlng intelligence emerged from meeting of
my representatives with Eﬁ}ﬁﬁg on 19th March near Locarno.

22 March 1945

} 2. CRITIC 1s both Hoechster 55 and Folizel Fuehrer
and Bevolimaechtigster General Der Deutschen Wehrmacht in
Italy. CRITIC is active, intelligent, but with a erafty appear-
ance, end has a strong personality. He is disillusioned and
takes realistic view of situation.

3. CRITIC eclaims to control rear areas approximately
north of Po including Brenner and Innsbruck area. Az Polizei
Fuehrer, he dlsposes of approximately 15,000 Germans, 20,000
Russians(Cossacks, Donkubens and Turcomans), 10,000 Serbs,
10,000 Slovenes, 5,000 Czechs, Indian legion and 100,000
Italians including militia, Black Shirts and "X" HMAS. Ae
Revolimaechtigater General he also commands 10,000 Germans and
can call on 55,000 German administrative troops if necessary
for tactical use in rear areas. Above heterogenecus command
not vuri dependable, widely scattered and with only light
armament except for a few old tankes. BSerbs and Slovenes
centered around Goerz in extreme east.

b, smzm;, vas due at Army Group Headquarters on the
C¢& ?ﬁﬂ,’
. DECLASSIFIED
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From: Allied Force Headquartere Caserta Italy
Nr: FX 47971 HAF 895 22 March 1945

19th. Described as non-political soldler, not easy to w'a
gyver to political action unless supported by others in
Wehrmacht.

5. CRITIC stated that Hitler had intended to
evacuate a large part of northern Italy in September 1944
and preparations had been made, Plan would have released
nine divisions for other theaters. Flan was abandonead
because militery command in ITtaly felt line could be held
for some Gime, thero Were considerable quantities of food
supplies aveilable in north Italy, remeining Italian industry
had some value and it was dangerous to open airflelds in
north Italy to the Allies.

&. CRITIC expressed himself as strongly opposed to
the self-destruction concept of & national redoubt in the
south.

End

DECLASSIFTED
J.C.5. Regrading veo 2322,
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10P-SECRET

Fram: Allied Force Headquarters, Caserts, Italy

To : War Department

Nr o+ FX 47221 2} darch 1945

CROSS WORD to AGWAR for Combined Chiefs of Stafl and ANSSO for
British Chiefs of Staff repeated SHARF for Fisenhower FL 47221
signed Alexander cite FHCOS. This is NAF 891.

1. My representstives returned to Berne 20th March end have furnished
me with a report on their meeting with CRITIC on 19th.

2. As a result of conference between CHITIC and 0SS officisl, my
representetives concluded thut the time had srrived to move discussions out
of conspiratorial phase into definite discussion of plan for military sur-
render. They accordingly were introduced as high-ranking Allled Officers and
Yilitury Colleagues of 0585 officiel, but no nemes, ranks or Headguerters of
origin were given.

3. My representetive informed CRITIC that there wae no time to lose
if he deslred his proposals to achieve results because EMPEROR's transfer to
the west and the fact that Vietinghof had not yet taken over had fundamentally
altered the situation. The main problem therefore was vhether CiITIC uld
play his hand with Vietinghof or should go to FMPEROR's Headguarters and take
the matter up with hiz before seeing Vietinghof.

L. OCHITIC expressed willingness to go direct to Vietinghof, but was
strongly of the opinion he should first sse EJPERCR. CRITIC's reasons for
this were that Vietinghof was purely a soldier and as such would not resct
fevorable without strong support within the Wehrmacht. loreover, the ground
wes not prepared with him &s in the cese of EMPEROR, CRITIC was confldent of
sympathetic heering from EMPEROR and stated that WESTPHAL, man of broad political
outlock, was also likely to react faverably in conjunctlon with FMPEROR.

5. CRITIC therefore planned to lesve on Z0th darch for FMPERCR's
Heedquarters to obtain suppert of TIPEROR and WESTPHAL. CRITIC estlnuted he
would be away from five to seven dsys. Upon returning he would then make
definite proposals to Vietinghol. It wes pointed out to CRITIC that he must
produce qualified officers with full power to make plans for & militaery sur-
render; thet it would be advisable for these officers to proceed to &n &ap-
propriate Allied Wilit ry Headquarters to arrange details. CRITIC agreed and
stated that possibly EMPFHOR might also send an officer back with him.

&. If CRITIC wes successful, the officers would be delivered to Chiasso,
on the Swiss-Italian Frontier, and arrangements would be made to forward theam
on to AFHQ.




® s

7. During the entire meeting, CHITIC made no attespt to bargain and
did not refer to any conditions for surrender. The impression of my represen-
talives was that CRITIC had considerable confidence in cbtalning support and
that he had already gone further with EHMPEROR than had been previously ad=
mitted. They were &lso of the opinion that CRITIC represents the feeling
of certain generals end that there is a chence thatl they will use this oppor-
tunity to arrange a surrender.

#. Further report concerning movements of my representatives expected
today.

End

Note: "My representetives" are Waj Gen Sennitzer, USA, and Ya] Gen Adrey,
BEritish.

ACTION: GENERAL McFARLAND (CC/s)
INFO : Admirel Leshy, Gen Armold, Gen Hull, Gen Bissell, Adm King,
Mr. Stimson, C of S.

CU-IN-22385 (21 Mar L5) DIG 211757Z.

Franklin D. Rooserelt pary
DOWNGRADED TO OOHl NTIAL
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_ March 19, 1945

To AGWAR for Combined Chiefs of Staff and AMSS0 for British Chlefs
of Staff, from General Alexander.

CROSSWORD.

1. I forward the following informmatlon as reported by my representatives
who are now located at Locarno.

2. An intermediary, who was dispatched to contact Wolff (S5 General)
spent all Friday night, 16th March, at Wolff's Headquarters and re-
turned to Locarno Saturday noon. He reported Wolff willing to confer
with 088 officials in Locarno area Monday. Wolff is expected to
arrive meeting place this morning.

3, Wolff informed intermediary Friday that:

4. Kesselring had not returned to Italy but had been given
command of the Western Front.

B. Westphal will be Kesselring's chief of staff in the west.

C. Kesselring was being replaced by Vonvietinghof (Commander
of Tenth Armmy in east Italy), who was known very well by
Kessalring.

D. Vonvietinghof had not arrived at Kesselring's old Head-
quarters by Friday night. Wolff had therefore been unable
to contact him.

E. Kesselring's new appointment would delay any immediate move
in north Italy but the appolntment might open up possibilities
on the Western Front in view of close relationship between
Wolff and Kesselring.

DECLASSIFIED
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Fhod: US Militery Mission, Moscow
To : War Department
Nr: Wi 23276 18 March 1945

To Combined Chiefs of Staff and British Chiefs of Staff from Archer
end Deane - 23276, Crypto Wer please pess to Centrul Base, UK.

Late of the night 16 March we received & message from Fleld larshal
hlexander asking us to inform the Soviet representetives thot it would be
desirable for Security reasons that they not pfjoceed to Allled Foree dead-
guarters until he reguested them to do so. Further thet if the negotistions
being conducted at Bermne were successful Fiela Marshal Alexander would give
&ll possible advance warning so that the Soviet representutives could arrive
in ample time for negotiations st Ceserte, but that meanwhile the Soviet
representatives should hold themselves ready to move &t 24 hours notice.

We received Field Marshal Alexander's message just &fter our embassadors
hed received a message [from Molotov insisting thet the negotiat ons &t Eerne
be broken off. We guoted General Antonov & peraphrase of Fleld Mzrshsal
Alexander's message &s though we had heard nothing of Molotev'sz letter to
our ambassadors.

Tonight we were called to & meeting by the Soviet Generel Stuff and
given the following letter addressed to us jointly frfom Generel intonov. The
letter follows in full:

"hegarding your letter of 17 darch 1945, I wish to inform you as
follows: The Soviet Government received information on the 16th of darch
1945 from the Governments of Great Eritajn and the United States that rep-
resentatizes of the Soviet Militsry Command were refused the right to toke
pert in the negotistions which are going on in Berne between Eritish and
Americen representetives on the one side and the German Genersl Wolfl on the
other sice.

"In view of thie, the Soviet Government on the same diy, 16 Karch,
informed the Governments of Grest Eritein and the United Stetes that it
ineists that the negotistions in Berne of the Erlitish and imerican revresen-
tatives with the Cermen representatives be 1 meciately discontinued, and that in
the future, 2ll possibility of seperate negotistions with the Germans by one
or two of the Allied powers without perticipation of the third allied power be
ruled out.

"In connection with the abowe.Gener ls Suslopsrov end Dregon, &s well
&s the third Soviet officer who would heve taken pert. in the negotiations at
Berne, have been given instructions that they should not po to Ceserta.

By HHF, HLR, Date HAY 215?'4

WCE mamo, 1-4-T4

"Tn view of this, Field darshal ilexsnder's letier should be con-
sidered as having been based upon & misunderstunding. Sinceredy yours, .
- signed Antonov." |

Wi e et N

— e e h . - B
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“ince to our <nowlecge Field Merenal Alexander nas not been informed

of Soviet insistence thai the Berne negotistions be broken off we have not
ineluded either him nor General Eisenhower &5 addressees in this messege, or
otherwise notified them of the contents of Antonov's letter quoted above.

CM-IN-19531 (19 Mar 45.)
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From: U.S, Military Mission, Moscow

To

VWar Department
Hr : M 23249 17 March 1345

To the Secretery of Stote from Harriman and to Genersl Marshall
for informtion signed Deane MeSmptis® i 23,3 to be «delivered with least
delay and time of delivery to both addresses be furnished.

Molotov!s letter contained in my last Army cable M 23247 regarding
the Berne meeting confirms the growing impression thet General Deane and I
have recelved, perticularly since the Crimea Conference, that the Soviet
jesders have come to believe that they can force their will on us on any
issue.

They have, arbitrarily, and in disregard of the facts, placed their
own interpretztion on the Yalta agreements regarding Peland, liberated arsas
as applied to Rumanis, and libereted prisoners of war.

In the present case, Molotov again bases his position on a distortion
of the facts. In a letter of March 12 he stated that the Soviet Govemment
had no objections to the Berne meeting and expressed the wish thet the Soviet
Government might be represented. Now he contends that the Soviet Government
acquiesced to the meeting on the condition thet Soviet representstives would
participate. The arrogant language of Molotov's letter, I believe, brings
out in the open a domineering attitude toward the United States which we hove
before only suspected.

It has been my feeling that sconer or later this attitude would
ereate a situstion which would be intolerable to us.

1, therefore, recommend that we face the issue now by adhering to

the reasonable and generous position that we have teken and by advising
the Soviet Government in firm, but friendly, terms to that effect.

ACTION: Gen Bissell (Mr. Stettinius)

INFO : Gen Hull

B DECLASSIFIED
gtate Dept. letter, 1-11-72
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From: US Military Mission, Moscow, Russla
To: War Department

Nr: M 25247 16 March 1945

To the Secretary of State from Harriman signed Deane
M 23247, ‘

fdequest following be urgently delivered to Secretary
of State.

I have recelved the f&}lowing letter from Molotov
tonight in reply to my letter dellvered 24 hours ago regard-
ing Soviet participafion in the proposed talks In Bern:

"In connection wikh your letter received by me liarch
16th concerning negotia.icns in Bern, I communicate to you
the following:

On March 12th you informed me that on March 9th in
Bern there arrived the German General Karl Wolff and his com-
penions Dollmenn and Zimmer, for discussion with representa-
tives of the Armies of the United States and Great Britain
of the guestion of the capitulation of the German Armed Forces
in Northermn Italy. ¥You further communicated that Fleld
Marshal Alexander had been directed to detall hls offlcers
to Bern for a meeting with these persons and you inquired
the point of view of the Soviet Government on thls question.

Un that same day, the 12th of Marech, I informed you
that the Soviet Govemment did not objJect to negotliatlions
with General Wolff in Bermn as long a&s officers representing
the Soviet Military Command would take part ln these
negotiatbns. In giving this answer the Sovlet Government
did not doubt that the Govemment of the United States would
take an affirmative attitude to its proposal for the partlcl-
pation of Soviet officers in negotiations with the CGerman
General Wolff in Bern, and it named its representftives then
and there. :

Today, the 16th of March, I received from you a letter
from which it appears that the Government of the United
States refuses to the Soviet Hepresentatives the

CM=IN=17378 (17 Mar 45) DEOLABSIFIED
gtate Dept. letter, 1-11-72
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right to participate in the negotiations in Bern. The re-
fusal of the Government of the Unlted States to admlt the
participation of the Soviet Representatives in the negétia-
tions in Bern was for the Soviet Government utterly unexpected
and incomprehensible from the polnt of vlew of Allled re-
lations between our countrlea., In vlew of thls the Sovlet
Government conaslders 1t impossibles to give its agreement

to negotiations of Amerlican and BEritish Representatives wlth
repraentatives of the German Commander in Bern and insists
that the negotiations already begun In Bern be broken off, §

The Soviet Government, furthermore, insists that
alao from now on all possiblllity of the conduct of separate
negotis tjons by one or two of the Allied powers with German

Hepresentatives wlithout the participation of the third Allled
prwer be miled out."

Clark Kerr has recelved an ldentical latter. I will
comment in a subsequent message.

End

ACTION: GEN BISSEL (MR STETTINIUS)
CM#IN=-1737% (17 Mar 45) DIG 162130Z mcs
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From: Allied Force Headguarters, Caserta, Italy

To t War Department

Nr : FX LLLLO 16 March 1945

FX LLL19 to ACWAR for Combined Chiefs of Staff and to AMSS0O
for British Chiefs of Staff repeated to SHAEF Forwerd for information

signed Alexander cite FHCOS -. This is NAF 884,

Acknowledped is your FAN 508, Action being taken.

End

ACTION: CC/S

INFORMATION: Adm Leahy, Gen Arnold, Gen Hull, Gen Bissell,
Adm King, C of 5

QU=-IN=-16209 (16 Mar 45) DTG 156003LZ.
DECLASSIFIED
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From: Allied Force Headguarters, Caserta, Italy

To : War Department
Air Ministry Special Signals Office
Supreme Headquarters, Allied Expeditlonary Forces,
Forward, Rheims, France

No.  FX LL366 15 Mareh 1945

To AGWAR for Combined Chiefs of Staff and to AMSSD for
British Chieis of Staff repeated SHAEF Forward for information signed
Alexander FX L4366 cite FHCOS. This is NAF 887.

1. CROSSWORD, I forward the following information which has been
received by m®t from my representatives who are scheduled to be in Berne at
1200Z hours today March 15.

2. At some time between the 12 March and yesterday, 055 knowing
of BMPEROR's mbsence from his headquarters, suggested to Paron Parbiolll
that he gquery CRITIC and ask him to indicate his actions in certain eir-
cumstances. CRITIC's replies to these questlons are reported as follows:

A. What would he propose to do if EMPEROR does not return
from visit to Hitler? CRITIC states proposes to go ahead if EMPFROR does
not return but points out if a successor is appolnted, CRITIC would delay
action in an attempt to win over successor. If that failed, would act
alone,

B, What would he do if he likewlse were ordered to report to
Hitler? CHITIC's answer was that if EMPEROR were not present, he would not
leave to report. If FMPEROR's successor were present, he would delay his
reply to the order.

C. If he refuses to report to Hitler what would be his plan
and what forces would he have available to carry it out? CRITIC replied he
would come aleng with military advisors if the conditions described above
in respect to BIPEROR or his successor existed.

D. What area could he control temporarily for possible contact
with our forces even assuming that prineipal Army Commanders would mot
cooperate? CRITIC's military advisors would bring this information with them
to the meeting.

3, 08S official further states that CRITIC has taken the position
deseribed as an honorable one and that he is committed to go through with
his decisions and plans.

L. On the 13 March, it was evident that CRITIC did not know whether
there was a successor being appointed for EMPEROR.

DECLASSIFIED
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5 Regret amblguity of certain statements as Paras two and three
but these statements are as reported and 1 am at present unable to clarify
further.

End

DECLAESIFIED
J.0.8. Regrading Memo 21" 2!.
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ACTION: Gen McFarland (CCS)

INFO : Adm Leahy, Gen Arnold, Gen Hull, Gen Bissell
Adm King, Mr. Stimson, C of S.

OI-IN-16542 (16 Mar L5) DTG 152205A.




From: (G, Allied Force Headquarters, Caserta, Italy

To t War Department

No @ FX 43879 NAF 28l 15 March 1945

_. This is NAF 884. FX 43879 to AGNAR for Combined
Chiefs of Staff, AMSS0 for British Chilefs of Staff, SHAEF Forward for
information signed Alexander cite FHGLI.

Code words corresponding to immediately preceding message are:

Mumber one CROSSWORD.

Number two CRITIC.

Number three FEMPEROR.

Mumber four COACHMAMN.

End

FOOTNOTE: MAF 883 is QU-IN-15836 (15 Mar 45) CC/s

ACTION: Gen McFarland (CC/S)

INFORMATION: Adm Leahy, Gen Arnold, Gen Hull, Gen Bissell,
Adm King, Mr Stimson, C of S.

(M-IN-15858 (15 Mar L5) DTG 1511364,
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From: Allied Force Headguarters, Caserta, Italy

To 1 War Department
Nr.  FX 43878 15 March 1945

, Look at NAF 878 RFX 41441 of 1lth March. FX 43878
to AGWAR for CCS, AMSSO for British Chiefs of Staff, SHAEF forward for
information signed Alexander cite FHGEI. Thie is NAF 883,

Code word for this project is rumber one in my immediately fol-
lowling message.

Further code words in.immediately following message represent:
Number two—35 Obergruppenfushrer Karl Wolff

Mumber three--Marchal Albert Kesselring.
Mumber foer--55 Obergruppenfuehrer Ernst Kaltenbronner

End

ACTION: General McFarland (CC/S)

INFO : Admiral Leahy, General Arnold, General Hull, General Bissell,
Admiral King, Mr. Stimson, C of S.

QU-IN-15836 (15 Mar 45) DTG 151136A.
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Combined Chiefs of Staff
W.D. Ext. T7500
Col. C. R. Peck

15 March 1945

Commending General
AMlied Force Headgquarters
Caserta, Italy

Supreme Headguarters
Allied Expeditionary Forces
Forward Echelon

Rheims, France

British Joint Staff Mission
Washington, D. C.

Number WAHL 53452

book message to Alexander for action, to SHAEF Hheims for Eisenhower
and to AWSSO pass to British Chiefs of Staff for information. This message
1s[FAN 508/to Alexander from the Combined Chiefs of Staff.

Further to FAN 506.

The Combined Chiefs of Staff have now hesrd that Soviet Governmert
considers proposed talks of highest importance and agrees to their being
held. Soviet Government would like Soviet officers to take part and are
sending instructions to General Suslaperov, General Dragun and & third officer
whose name will be communicsated later. In consultation with SCAEF you swould
assist Russians in getting these officers to AFHQ in Ttaly.

Following is text of message which State Department and Foreign Office
are transmitting to U.5. and British ambassadors in Moscow.

Begins:
"l., You should inform Soviet Government substantially as follows:

"Z. The Berne meeting is only for the purpose of establishing con-
tact with a view to getting German representatives to Field Marshal
Mexander's headquarters where all matters concerning surrender will be
discussed. Fleld Marshal Alexander's representatives are already sec-
retly in Berne and, in view of the time element, they are being instructed
to give to the representatives of the German commander the instructions
which have already been communicated to the Soviet Governmert .

"3, Field Marshal Alexander is being instructed to make all
necessary arrangements for the presence of Soviet representatives at

DEOLASSIFIED
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any discussions which may take place at A.F.H.Q.t But, &s the German
proposal is for the surrender of a military force on a U.S5./British
front, Field Marshal Alexander, &s supreme Bommander in this thesater,
would alone be responsible for conducting negotiations and reaching

decisions.

ny,, Field Marshal Alexander 1s being instructed to communicate
to the Soviets through Admiral Archer snd Genersl Deane the results of
any contact in Berne and to use this channel for any contact in Berne
and to use this channel for any subseguent arrangements connected with
the presence of Soviet representatives at his headquarters.”

You should proceed at once with the contact in Berne. This telegram
disposes of your request in NAF 885.

End

FAN 506 is CM-OUT-51675 (12 Mar 45)
NAF 885 is CM-IN-1572J (15 Mar 45)

ORIGINATOR: CC/S
INFORMATION: Admiral Leahy General Amold General Hull General
Bissell Adm. King Mr. Stimson Cofs.

CM-OUT-53452 (Mar 45) 1517482 rb




Mr-808 Moscow

This telegram must be

closely paraphrased be- Dated March 13, 1945
fore belng comminicated

to anyone. - Ree'd 7:02 a.m.

Secretary of State

Washington
US URGENT

728, March 13, 1 p.m.
PERSONAL ma- FOR THE SECRETARY AND THE UNDERSECEETARY FROM
HARRIMAN.
.
REDEPT'S 564, March 11, 6 p.m. and Embassy's 723, March 12, 5 p.m.

It would appear that the Soviet request for participation by their
officers in the discussions at Bern has no justification. The German pro-
posul is for the surrender of a military force on an Anglo-Amerdicen front.
Although there would be indirect political repercussions, it is not & cap-
ituation of a government as in the case of Rumania and Pulgaria.

The question of scceding to the Soviet request appears therefore to be
one of policy in our relstions with the Soviet Government. I am satisfied
that the Soviets would never allow our officers to participate in a parallel
situation on the eastern front and in fact I doubt whether they would even
inform us of negotiations for such a surrender.

I feel that we would gain no advantages in good will or otherwise ac-
ceding to the Soviet request; rather the Soviets would consider it a sign
of weakmess and it would lead to even more untensble demands from them in
the future.

Furthermore, I believe that the presence of Soviet officers and the
embarressing demands they might make would jeoparflize the success of the Bern
negotiationa.

General Deane concurs and is cabling General Marshall direct.
HARRIMAN

DEOLABBIFIED
Btate Dept. letter, 1-11-F8
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TOP-SECRET

From: US Military Mission, Moscow, Russia
To : War Department

Nr 1 M 23187 13 March 1945
Personal for General Mershall from Deane [ o2 nor v-23187.

Harriman has shown me & State Department message in which he was dir-
ected to inform the Soviet Government of possible negotiations in Bemrn,
Switzerland, with regard to enemy surrender, together with Fleld Marshal
Alexander's proposed method of handling. He has elso shown me his reply to
the State Department which indicates that the Sovlet Government agrees that
the negotiations should be held and asks that three Soviet Ceneral Officers

participate.

proposed negotistions be disspproved. It is my understanding the Field Marshal
Alexander proposes to keep the discussion on a purely militery besis and that
the negotiations will not directly concern politicel issues nor attempt to
settle them.

\ﬁ' 1\ I strongly recommend that the Soviet request for perticipation in the

Since military operations in the Italian Theater have been conducted
under Anglo-American command, I can see no reason why their conclusion, the
surrender of enemy military forces, should require Sovliet participatlon in
‘the handling. A parallel case might be if the United States were to insist
on participating in possible future negotistions for the surrender of 28 to
30 German divisions now cut off in Latavia. While I am certain we would not
seek such participation, I am more certain that the Soviet Authorities would
not permit it. Furthermore, I believe that the success of the prdject might
be jeoparidzed if Soviet representatives were to participate. From a military
point of view it would appear to be nelther necessary, desirable mor proper to
approve the Soviet request. I make this recommendition because I feel certaln,
from my limited view of the picture, that approving the Soviet request will be
an act of sppeasement which will react against us in future negotistions. There
may, of course, be other factors of which I am unaware. Harrimen concurs and
has expressed his views in State Department cable number 723, this date, which
you may wish to see.

DECLASSIFIED

ACTION: GEN HULL A\ JOB memo, 1-4-T4
By REP, NLR, Date MAY 21974

INFO @ JCS
ADM LEAHY

MR STIMSON

ALM KING

o 1 A
CM-IN-13787 (13 Mar 45) DTG 1313302 mcs
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NCB-687 lomu';t via Army
This telegram must be
closely paraphrased be— Dated March 12, 1945
fore being communicated
to anyone. - Ree'd 7:40 p.m.
Secretary of State,

Washington.

URGENT

723, March 12, 5 p.m.

LA

FOR THE ACTLING SECRETARY

T have received & reply this evening froa Mr. Molotov to my
letter transmitting contents of your 564, March 11, é p.m. Mr. Molotov
states that the Soviet Government has considered this commuinication very
important and that it does not cbject to the proposed conversatlons of
the Anglo-Anerican officers with General Wolff. Molotov continues that
the Soviet Government on its part would like to have officers represen-
ting the Soviet Military Command take part in these conversations. For
this purpose, the Soviet Military Command designates General Susloparov,
Crief of the Soviet Military Mission in France, Ceneral Dragun, head of
the Soviet Mission on War Prisoners also in France and in addition one
of ficer whose name will be communicated at a later date. Molotov adds
that the Soviet Government hopes the United States Government will faecil-
{tate the travel of these officers to Bern since the Soviet Government has
no diplomatic relations with Switzerland. Melotov informs me further that
a letter in the same sense has been transmitted to the British Anbassador

in Moscow.

HARRTMAN
DECLASSIFIED
State Dept. letter, 1-11-FR
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T \J iﬁﬁECRET”

From: Allied Force Headquarters, Caserta, Italy.

To 1 War Department
Nr @ FX L4 NAF 878 10 March 1945

HmtqmmtwﬂwﬂmdchhfaofﬂtnffmdhﬂBSwa
British Chiefs of Staff repested SHAEF Forward for information signed
Alexander cite FHDSC., TOPSECRET, This is NAF a7e.

1. 08S in this theatre on Sth March made information available
that Waffen 55 General Karl Wolff, top 55 officer morth Itely, together
with OKW representative, presumably from Kesselring's staff, plus Dollmann
and Simmer, were expected to arrive at Lugjfo Switzerland prep red to dlscuss
eapitulation German forces in north Ttaly. Subsequent informstion 9th March
confirms that Wolff has in fact arrived and has indicated willingness to try
to develop programme to take north Italy out of conflict, He considers mere
military surrender difficult and prefers thet capitulation be preceded by
statement to German people from German leaders north Italy thet struggle
is hopeless and is merely csusing needless German bloodshed. He states
Kesselring not yet won over and his adherence is considered essentlal to
plan. Wolff however states that Rahn who is German ambassador to Fasclst
Ttalian Government is in accord with him. Wolffl claims Himmler unaware of
his activities. Wolff is proceeding immediately to Kesselring to endeavor
to tell plan to him and will keep in touch with 055 representatives.

2. Prior to meeting in Switszerland Dollmann promised to produce
recently captured CLNAL leader Parri as evidence of thelr good faith and
ability to act. Information now receiged that Parrl was in fact delivered un-
conditionally in Switzerland 9 March and is in good health.

3. Further discussions being held by 058 with Wolff but results not
yet available here. In view of these discussions 0S5 suggest representatives
my headquarters be prepared to go to Switzerland to deal with situation in
case of favorable developmenta.

. If further negotistions between 0S5 and Wolff develop to extant
thet German representatives appear genuine and have specific proposals to
discuss, I propose to act on following lines:

(a) The German Parliamentairey must come to Berne with signed
authority from Marshal Kesselring that they have authority to treat.

(b) 0S5 to arrange & meeting place either at American or British
Esbessies at night. If Embassies too difficult, enother meeting place can
be considered.

(&) I will send Major Genersl Loman L. Lemnitzer, my American Deputy
Chief of Staff, and Major General T. S. Adrey, my British Chief Intelligence
0fficer, to Berne.

_:T"; ¥ ‘:'f ;| I

. - .| SpgmETin D. Roosevelt Librarp |
DOWHGRADED TO CONFIDEMTTAL |

Date ... s l




10P-SEGRET

(d) They will be instructed to tell the Germans:

(1) That they must come to AFHQ for detailed military
discussions:

(2) That they must arrange & method of communicstion with
Kesselring:

(3) That the discussions will only deal with the msthod
of surrender on & purely military and not a governmental or pol-
itical basis.

Se Please nots that two of the leading figures are 53 and Himmler
men which mskes me very suspicious, Nevertheless it 1s as well to be pre-
pared.

6. Reguest your agreement with above proposed procedure, I shall
not send representatives to Berne as proposed in para three (c¢) above until
I recelive your suthorisdtion. You will be kept fully informed of future
developments.

End

AVITON: Gen McFarland (JCS)

INFO : Adm Leahy, Gen Giles, Gen Hull, Gen Bissell, Adm King,
Mr. Stimson, C of 3.

CU-TN-11150 (11 Mar 45)  DTG: 110003Z.

Franklin D. Roosavelt Library
DOWHGRADED TO QONFIDENTIAL

Datea oy.

NOT AUTOMATICALLY DECLASBIFIED
DOD Dir. 6200.10
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COPY £z

<Seluu-

From: Supreme Headquarters, AEFFE, Rheims, France

To: War Department
27 February 1945

I have received word via 085 channels of &
possible approach by one or mors senior German offlcers
with the proposal of faclilitating an Allied victory 1n
the west in order to end the war promptly.

I understand that 0S8 has reported the facts
in detall to Washington with a copy to London.

I have replied to my informant that, as the se
reports have gone to my governments, any action on
political levels will obvlously be taken at thelr
direction, and that so far as any purely milltary
approsch 1s concerned, the channels should be those
which are recognized by the customs and usages of war.
However, I have no intentlon of cholking off this
ghennel of possible communication with me.

CM=-IN=-28214

DECLASSIFIED

- TCE
Ceosby to NLE,4-2I-7|
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