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United Kingdom Base Section 
Landon, England 

Nunober WARX 72580 

Attent ion invited to NAF 763. roPSEC book message to 
~lilson Caserta and EisOJ1ho11er Veroaillea for action, to 
Central District United Kingdom Base Section London peas 
to British Chiofo of Staff for 1nformBtion. This 
message ts FA.ll 463 to Wilson and FAOS 113 to Eiaen.llower 
f'rom tho Combined Chiefs of Staf'f. 

1. Combined Chief's of' staff agree V1th your proposals 
f'or t .he bandl'.US of Italian war ahipG and merchant vessels 
captured in porta of Southom P.NilO'), 'l'his 1a to aay, 
tbese ships will bs dealt vith under t he surren~dr 
inBtrtment and tbe Cunnlngbaii~Courtin agreement, being 
turned over to the Italians tor ope~tions of oare and 
IQ&intenur>ce pending ultt.ate settl-t ooocemtng the 
Italian tleet and merchant ehipptng, 

2. With regard to recaptured Allied sbipe, Combined 
Chiefs of statf' asree that these ehould be t reated :l.li • 
accordance with SHAEF AG 546-1 aos~AQM of' 30 May, which 
rueane that they vill be returned to tbe Ally concerned, 

011-0U'l' ~72580 (5 Dco 44) 

TOP SECRET 

t.js- ~1.. SECRET COPY No. 

O -- - ~-~i~MAKINQ 0' AN EXACT COPY OP' THIS M!IIAOC IS '0RDIDDEN ... _... 

Regraded Unclassified



.. 

\IJU!X 7256o 

SECRET -
WAR DEPARTMENT 

CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER 
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that oonoom.ing reeaptul'od Alliea ehipa U])Oil which S.!IAEP •a 
tnetl'Uot ions rf 30 II4J nre baood, Question is a general 
one not confined to port11 of Soutl.lem. France and COillbined 
Chiefs ot starr hllve ogrood on tho follOW1ng poltoiol 
concom.tng EUe., Bhipe captured boi'oro the &IU'Nmdor of 
Oer:=any' . 

~· 3CAEF and SAC.!IFD should bave tint call tor the 
purpose oi' their opereti ona on enemy ships captured in 
)JOrta Vithin thGir coeand as they have on Fx-Al.lied 
t:Upa . 

b, When enemy lll&rohant shipo captured or round in 
porto vithin the oomand of e<:AEF and SACMFD are no lonser 
raquLred tor m~l1tary operationo under s uch Co~dero, 
tboy should be tumed over to tbe repraoent ativea ot 
tbo Combined Shipping Adjuotmont Board vho vill arrange 
for manning and t'ol' opere~tton Vithin the Combined Shipping 
pnol , suoh veaaels to l'Oiile1n subject to all claims 
!Deluding sal vage olaiDa and to be accounted for in tha 
altt.ato shipping settlement, 

.:. Oaptured one..,- varehipa otbc;r than a-Allied 
ships aliould be at tba diapocal of SCAEF and SAO.IED vbo 
ahould refer t o the Combined Chiete ot Start for direction 
conce~ their assignment. 
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V.ARX 7258o December 4 • ~ 

4, /lzty negot 1ettona to obtain Allied a.greemQlt to the )'­
above policy ;rill be oonduoted b:r the appropriate 
merchant eh1pp1nll authoritie s or tho United States and 
U.n1ted Kingdo!ll . .Meanwhile, tho above direction Will 
bo operative, 
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I , 

THE WHITE HOUSE 7 
WASHINGTON 

September 3, 1944 . 

MEHCR.ANDtn~ FOR 

ADMIRAL BRO\'IN : 

Please let me see copy or 

proposed reply. 
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ALSO THEY HAVE SEEN MEASURING ARCS OF F I RE \Y I TH POSSIBLE IN­
TENTION OF REllOV HJG CATAPULTS AND INSTALLIIJC ADDITIONAL GUNS. 

SOV l ETS COtiS IDER ALL I'IORK CAN BE DONE QU ICKER AND BETTER I N 
US THA N I N TIIEIR YARD AT ARC~IANGEL AND THA T IF THEY UNDER TAKE 

I'IOflK IT MAY EFFECT THE IR ABI L1 TY TO DO EMERGENCY WORK ON MER-
CHANT VESSELS OF CONVOYS AS lli PAS T. OP I NION THI S OFFICE IS 

'" 21 

THAT (A) SOVIETS GOifiG !lACK ON ALL THE IR STATEI.IENTS ABOUT ~; 
URDEill' ~EED FOR SHIP ~D ON 1101'1 QUI CKLY THEY WOULD GET IT INTO 

39 

ACTI ON ON ESCORT DUTY ANC I ll ATTACKS ON ENEt!Y SHI PP I NG . 
(~) SOV I ETS IIAVE SEEIJ IN !lR ITISII SHIPS ITOIS NOT ON UI LtAUKEE 

AIJD ANXIOUS TO REQUEST EVERYTHIIlG ~lODCRN . I N TH IS RESPECT 
THEY UNDERSTOOD TO BE DR I V IIIC CP.I T I SH FRIIIlTI C IN E~PRESS INC 

DISSATISFACTIOII rti TH BRITISJI &H IPS jl; IJMID itiG ADDI TIONAL 1\0RK 
AND CO'JPLETE f !ODERNIZATIOPl. {C) ALTHOUGH SHIP HAD 18 MOIITHS 

•o 
•• 
· ~ 43 
44 
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4ft ., 
48 
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21 

SPARES ON BOARD YiELL STOPED ~ND IIIJEXED THEY HAVE RES TO\'iED 
OR ISSUED EVERYTH II!G ~ol TH RESULT I t:G CO~FUSION . THEY U!IDER-

STAND SOI.lE I TE~'S OF SPARES INVOICED TO SHI P 1"1ERE NOT iJEL I VERED•' 
~ND STflESS lELIVERY. f:E BELIEVE ONCE SH IP IS 111 US DEI.iANDS ~· ., 
FOR SPARE~ AND STORES l~lll BE UNENDING I MPOSS I BLE AND INTOLER- 2" 

AbLE, \D} FROM LITTLE ltJFO AVAILABLE BELIEVE THEY ENDEAVORING '-"' 
30 

?10RK UP BIG nEPAIR LIST TO BU ILD UP CASE . RECOMMENDAT I ON 3 1 

THIS OFF ICE I S THAT WE TAKE VERY F IRM STAND DENYI NG RETURN OF 32 

SHIP FOR OVERHAUL IN GROUNDS THAT (A) SH IP WHEN TURNED OVER 
I'IAS MOS T MODERN I ZED OF HER CLASS AND IN EXCELLENT CONDITION 

fiHICH REQUIRED ONLY ROUTINE OR LliNOR REPAIR \\ITH IN CAPACITY 
OF SHIPS FORCE OR ANY S!JALL REPAIR SIIIP OR YARD. (B) SHIP 

It AS EXECUT I HG ACTIVE WAR A.! ISS I OilS OF l!OST EXACT lllC ENDURING 
AND HAZARDOUS llATURE IHCLUDIIIG TRIP TO LIURUANSK AIID tAS CON-

33 
34 
3~ 

:1<1 
37 
3~ 

:til 

<10 
.I 

S IJERED FULLY SEMIORTHY MIP CAPABLE OF ANY TYPE NAVAL REQUIRE- 43 

UENT Wl£11 TURIIED OVER . {C) US YARDS ARE ALREADY OVERTAXED '*" 
·~ JIITH URGENT REPAIR OF BA TTLE DAMAGED VESSELS r4E~i COIISTRUC T I ON 48 

AND URCENT FLEET MA I NTEIJANCE . PROGRAM DOES NOT EVEN PERMIT •• 
48 
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MOjlERN I ZI NC OUR OW II VESSELS DE YO liD !II N I MUM REQUI RE~IEN TS . 
(D) OVERiiAUL WOULD KEEP SHIP OUT OF ACT IVE SERVICE FOB EX TEN D- •• .. .. 
ED PER I OD OYER IHICH I E UNDERSTOOD SOV lETS TO IIAYE URCE~T NEED 
OF HER SERV ICES. SUBJEC T H~S 6EE!l DISCUSSED li TH AVBASSADOR " .., 
tHO CONCURS THAT l£ SHOULD T~XE FIR~ STAND AGAINST P(R!' ITTIIIC 
SHIP CO<'£ TO US FOR OVERHAUL FOR REASONS ISDICATED I BOYE. 

FRANKEL LEAVING FOR US ON r:EXT P!.AIIE AND DIRECTED niSCUSS 
SUeJECT I ~':.IEDIATELY ON ARRIVAL. 
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US CRUISERS TO USSR. !l iLWAUKEE DEF INITE OTHERS SOON. STEPHEN 

27 

•• 
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OFF ICIAL MAIL AIID lli~OR SPARE PARTS EX-LIILriAUKEE 

RECEIVED SUBSEQUENT 26 FEBRUARY NO~ SEGREGATED LONDON. 

REQUEST AUTHORITY DESTROY ALL liAIL THAT DOES NOT RE-

QUIRE ACTION . RETAIN FOR DISTR IBUT ION BY COUNAVEU 

USABLE PAlWHLETS AND SPARE PARTS. 

OFF ICI AL !.!A IL Oil JIHICH ACTION CfltiNOT BE TAKEN HERE 

TO BE RETUR:: ED CI~O FOR RELEASE TO APPROPR IATE BUREAUS 

OR AGEIIC IES J.HE11 VESSEL~ STATUS IS REVEALED. 
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SHOW THI S ONE FRO!.: ALUSNA I.IOSCOII' TO COUINCH - FROII 
GEIIERAL DEANE . 

CCJ ,., 

" .. .. .. 
2\ 

f. HEN liE FI RST BROACHED SUBJECT OF PUBLICITY OF ;;.ll~l l::..:ri:..:.;A""UK""'E:.:E:_~ 

WE THOUGHT BR ITI SH SH I PS MIGHT ALSO BE TURNED OVER Ill NORTH 

RUSSIA, BUT SIIICE THEY AilE BEING TURNED OVER IN U. K. 

CONSIDERABLY LATER THAN ti iLVIAUKEE QUEST I ONS AR I SE AS TO 

EFFECT RELEASE UAY HAVE ON T,URNOVER . JUST PR I OR HIS 

DEPARTURE TO UEET IJR STETT INIUS AMBASSADOR HARRIMAN SA~ 

IIR MOLOTOV ACA IN ON THE SUBJECT OF YOUR 281321 . I1R MOLOTOV 

STATED THAT HE CONS IDERED IT ~IGHT BE ADVISABLE TO POSTPONE 

ANY AI:I\OUNCEUENT FOR THE T IUE BEING SJ.IICE PUBLIC I TY lA I GHT 

,. 
29 
30 
31 
32 
u 
34 ,, 
3D 
37 
~ 

lit 

•• . , ., ., 
RESULT I N Tl£ GERUANS OR F I NNS ENDEAVORING TO BOUB THE SH I PS . :~ 

THE AUBASSADOR REPLIED THAT OF COURSE THE ENTI RE QUEST ION 

liAS IN "R MOLOTOV ' S HANDS. MEMJfiHILE THE BRITISH AMBASSADOR 
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·~ 
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OttGIU TOII JIU IW OAT£ AND liME: 0 &1£ Tll!(t 

CLARK KERR HAS RECEIVED NO VIEaS FROU HIS GOVERNUE~T AND HAS 

JUST REQUESTED SAI.!E. HE FEELS, HOr.EVER, THAT HIS GOVERNIIEin 

WI LL WANT TO HOL~ UP UNTIL TURNOVER OF BR ITISH SHIPS I S 

COMPLETED AND THE SOVIETS UAY r: ISH TO HOLD UP Ut:TIL ~HIPS ARE 

SAFELY IN RUSS I AN !oATERS . Cf!EI~S T 0 TAKE OVER BR IT ISH SH IPS 

HAVE JUST LEFT NORTH RUSSIA IN RA 59. COtlSEQUENT TQ ABOVE 

NO PROBABLE DATE HAS BEEN REACHED. 

DECLASSP-':~p 7 • ~cs coooo . Oalo MAY 2 \9 4 
llJ 1\IIP' N!JI,, 
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fiE THOUGHT BR ITI SH SHIPS LIIGHT ALSO DE TURI:ED CVER Ill IIORTH 

RUSS I A, BUT S 111CE THEY ARE BEING TURNED OVER IN U. K. 

CONS IDERAOL Y LATER THAN 1.11 U iAUKEE QUEST IONS AR ISE AS TO 

EFFECT RELEASE t.!AY HAVE Oil TURIJOVER. JUST PRIOR HIS 

DE:PARTURE TO I~EET :JR STETT IN IUS A~IBASSADOR HARiWJAPJ SAO. 

I.IR MOLOTOV AGA Ill ON THE SUBJECT OF YOUR 28132L UR l.IOLOTOV 

STf,TEn THA·T HE COIISIDERED IT ~ IGHT SE ADVISABLE TC POSTPmiE 

ANY A ':NOUNCE'JENT FOR THE T II.!E BE INC Sl lleE PUBLI CITY IJIGHT 

RESULT IN HE GERMANS OR FINNS ENDE/1VORifJC TO BOUB THE SH IPS 

THE AUBASSADOR REPL /.ED THAT OF COURSE THE EIIT I ~E CUEST I ON 

\'lAS IN l'R MOLOTOV ' S HANDS . MEArlriH I LE THE BRIT ISH Al!BASSADOR 
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OIJCUIIA10l fill IN OUl lMO lUI!£; 0.&1 ( Thl[ 

CLARK KERR HAS RECE IVED ~lO VIEriS FROLI HIS GOVERIII.IEI:T AND HAS 

JUST REQUESTED SAllE. HE FEELS, HOf.EVER, THAT ,HIS GOYERNUEIIT 

Il l LL Y1MJT TO HOLll UP Utn I L TURNOVER OF BR ITISH SH IPS I S 

COI/PLETED AND THE SOVI ETS !JAY Y. ISII TO HOLD UP UHIL SH I PS ARE 

·~.AFELY I N RUSS I Arl r . .ATERS . CRE\'.S Tn TAKE OVER BR ITI SH SH IPS 
,.:-

HAVE JUST LEFT llORTH RUSS I A I N RA 59 . CONSEQUENT TO ABOVE 

NO PROBABLE DATE HI•S BEEN REACHED. 
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froa1 Opnav 

To1 llue,_, Yoec<nr 

Into: Secnav 

SECHET 

18 April 1944 

St:CRET ;'QR AllllASSADOR HARRDLAN PROIA THE PR"-SIDEIIT. 
0 

Repl ying your =••••&• 172J5~ I coneider i t preferable that 

"'"" Anc! plAce of dell very lUL.'tAUKEE be not rpt not fonnal.l,y 

ann~nc:ed unleaa Soviet Gove.r-ment. part.1cul:-.rl1 deairea that 

auch a tornal annwnccaent. be oado. 

ROOSEV!.LT 

Roleaaed frau the 1ihite House llap Room 
at 2300 , El\T, 18 April 1944 

901C& P. PRICE 
Captain, c. S. 
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FRO :I! The President TO Ambassador Harriman 

SERIAL l nno DATE 18 April 191.4 

llATK/Til!E 
OR f'I LE !II'Ul!ER 

TOR !lAP ROOII I VIA 

SUJlJBCT Announcement of transfer of w.lL~InU.a.E.!!. 

ACTIO!! 

was sent to t he Pres iden t at 
18/1 200Z. Presi dent ' s repl y 

t10230Z . 

COPIES TO: JlAT&1 BY DIRECTl'bll OF• 

ACTION CO!JJ>UlTP.'Ih 

fp : '*'' $' 
' P1f."»1 
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(FOR THE PRESI DENT. SECRET FROI.I HARRIMAN) ., 
27 

" 2\ 
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I SPOKE TO I.IOLOTOV THIS EVEN ING REGARDING PUBLIC ANNOU NCE- n 
&.lENT OF LOAN UILWAUKEE. HE SAID THAT HE WOULD TAKE IT UP WI TH 2' 

2~ 

THE NAVAL AUTHORI TI ES AND WOULD ADV ISE UE. HE DID NOT HOWEVER 00 

PERSO NALLY BELIEVE THAT THERE WAS NEED TO POSTPONE THE ANNOUNCE- ~! 

~~TT~~~ b~~·OFG~~f~A~NEE~~~C~AgFA~t?~~R~R~~Ec9gr~iHwl~~~~t~: ~! 
3.\ 

AS SEVER AL THOUSAND AMERICAN MERCHANT SEAMEN ARE AWARE OF THE ~ : 
WILIAUKEES PRESENC£ IN I.IURUANSK AND THE PROBABLE R£A8011 FO!l HER a. _ 

BEl NG THERE I AU CONCERNED THAT THESE FACTS II Ll LEAK OOT .,..ao: .­
THE DETAILS REGARDING THE MANNER OF TURNOVER HAVE SUCH ·PUBL _, 

41 
~ 

INTEREST THAT I SUGGeST THIS QU( STI ON BE Gl YEN FURTHER CQNSI ~ 47 

ERATION PROVIDING !HE SOVIET GOVERNI.IENT AGREES. 43 .. 
I I OULD APPRECIATE ADVICE FOR UY NEXT TALK liTH WOLOTOV. " 

4ft 

~ ., 
,NA_V_A_I ~DE~·~··~'··~·~A~C-TI_O~N~(-FO~R_P~1A~)~·---F~IL~E~.-~(:•:> _-_tsulliBliJ~EtCDT~T~O~--: 
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FROll 
Awbassador Harriman 

TO The President 

SERIAL 
172350 NCR 1094 

DATE 18 April 1944 

nATF./Til!E 
OR FILE Nfl!.lllER 

TOR I!AP ROOM l ll/0915Z I VIA Nan (;ode Boom 

SUl!JECT Announcement of transfer of ..U'"'WAUAEE 

ACTION 

Answers Plllio:>-lli>HHiwAN 160106 Apr . 

To President at Vlaceamaw as WJ:tlTE 59, 18/1200Z. 
Presiden t ' s reply received as ~c~ )8, 19/02JOZ, 18 
Apr 44. Sent to J:WffiL..nN 18 Apr 4!. . 

COPIES TOt BY DIRECTJ Oil OF 1 

ACT ION C'O!!PIRTim t 

Y .SI :..k.a.+ r!J. 
I PILEth 

Regraded Unclassified
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SECRET j 

i .RO .. : OPN.IV 15 APRIL 1944 
TO ALU.:.IIA , laOSCOW 

Referring your message of 15 April , you may make 

a lllei:>unoement regarding ..u.lLWAUl\.1!:£ at any date and time 

acceptable to tbe Soviet, into:nning me in advance as 

previously directed. 

ROOO.l:.YKLT 

Released from the White House lolap Room 
a t 1935, ENT , 15 April 1944. 

~llRY W. Pl1l'N.UI, 
Captain, A. C. 

SECRET 

Regraded Unclassified



FROio! The President TO Ambassador Harrb.an 

SERIAL 160106 N~R 6950 DATE 15 Apr 1.1. 

llA'l'R/TU!E 
OR FILE lmlllBR 

TOR ~lAP ROOM I VIA 
SUJ!JECT 

Press announceLJOnt on trlin~> fer o 1: w!J..VIAUw:.E 

ACTION 
knswors .tlarrilnan ' o 11,14 30 NCR 8858 , wMch was 

sent t o the Pres i dent at Waccamaw as 11hlTE 35 , 15/0400Z. 
Ans wered by ID.Il~t.. 24 , 15/2225Z.. 

. ,.. , . / /.7..J. .II 
""-"''"'·~·.,( -? ;""Y .a ...... '"" .. 17.:J ,J.S() ~,.. . 

COPIBS TOt llA!Es BY DIRECTIOII OPo 
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0Uihl1 AND 1 il>UNO Jl.lt:w'IO~•·i';:, FOil TOIU<lMl OV.t:lt Jlolli.WAU..EE 
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32 

I All IJIFOllii'BD THU '1'RAllS7KR OF IIILIIAODI SHOUlD BE 011 A QOO'l!: l'EIIl'ORARI l.O.UI U 

IIJiloarE B.I.SIS .tJilD IS 1101' COVKRID BY Ali SPECI.U. lalll OF AQREIII!IIrl , Bur THAT TilE 14 

tMBtSSADOil IS StJliFICIIIIrLI I!lrE2!StED TO om Alii H!.I.CTICABLI ADVIC! UD ASSIS'UIICS J'; 

SO FAll ADIIIRAL STAI!It HAS BDI DIRI!CtBD TO RE:I'.UII A.PPIOPI!IATI IJrn:llrOI!I!S AND TOLD at 

TIIAT RB 1\UIILD BE FORTIIER ADVIS!!:D f7 TilE FOHII OF RECEIPT, IP ANI, Vil!ICII TilE 37 

OOIW.NDIID OFFIC!Il IS TO REQUIRE J'ROII Tl!'8 USSR 01'01 DI!:LIV!RI I 3A 
39 

I IOOLD AP!'IIZCUtl IOOil PRISIIItiiD !HIS IIAI'!Eil TO THE .tJI!.f.SSAD<Il'S UTUI'IOI 40 

I.IID WIICAfiJD B1S ADVICE TO Ill AliD .&mllllt.L ST.I.U AS TO Tll! l'OHII OF 'IIIUTTBI 41 

AORED!!If TO B! R&I.CHII> AID I!X:KIPT TO BE nDI AT II!LIYD! l I IIOOID BE GRil'I!:PUl. 42 

IP liE IIOULD RAVE Til! m:KSS.U!I liP.OOTIATIOIIS O'IDIRTAXU Alll COPIES OF Tl!'8 ACC!PT'BD <3 

n&siOIIS DI!LIVIIIID TO 'ID COIIIIAIIli iD OFFICIIl IIIUU.tlll& UPOM ARRIVAL AT TBil DBSIGNI.t'D' 

IDlll'll ROSSIU PCar 43 
<S ., 
•• 
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HL I ADMIRAL H .. 1 rtlE. " L) r· l OR CHUTIIOOM HL .. StlCIAL. M 
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Regraded Unclassified



.... ---NAVAL IIUSAIE - NAVY DEPAIITIIn...t 

DIUTD 
~--

AtO""W ....... 
COM I NOH fiND CNO 

! -RR 
FIOM COM 12TH FLEET 

ADIIIRAL KING IOITIQ 
IIIWIIll rr f • MARCH 2¢,1944 -Dollt 

TOI CCDUDDII 
1423 

I CINCLANT ifflmfRRR 
STONE/BENNETT IOIT11l OlCComrr 
BENNETT oumm 

R 

PU»HWlD ll 

liiDIUTt rY AITUIIK ADDIUSUS rDI WHICI! lUlL DWYUY IS SAnlrAtTDIY. 

LT.PO~LEY PAGE 1 OF 2 NCR 43118-S 
I NtESS OTHtlwtSE IICOIC.lT[O THIS DISPATCH WIU I( TUJISMITT£0 WITH DEfUUD I''IEClDOCL 

01181MA101 flLL IM DATt MD nMt DATE TUU 

Tm 
FURTHER TO MYD IS 251338. FOLLO~:ING TELEGRAM HAS BEEN SENT 

BY THE PRESIDENT TO AMBASSADOR HARRIMAN QUOTE MIUIAUKEE CAN BE 

DELIVERED AT A NORTH RUSSIAN PORT. PLEASE INFORM ADMIRAL STARK 

( ORT AT I'IHICH DELIVERY IS DESIRED AND INFORM US BY TELEGRAM I'IHAT 

ARRANGEMENTS CAN BE UADE FOR AN EARLY RETURN OF MILMUKEE' S PER­

SONNEL UNQUOTE, 

UPON RECEIPT OF NECESSARY INFORMATION FROM AMBASSADOR HARRI­

MAN YOU fl llL ARRANGE TO SAIL MILWAUKEE IN CONFORMITY THEREYI ITH 

AND CARRY THROUGH DETA !LED ARRANGEIAENTS FOR DELIVERY OF MI L\VAUK· 

EE AND niSPOSITION OF THE SHIP'S COMPANY, I AM IJOT INFORMED AS 

TO WHETHER BRIT ISH GOVERNMENT HAS ACCEPTED A S W ILAR COM1.11 TMEIH 

r.'I TH RESPECT TO ROYAL SOVEREIGN. IF SO , COORDIN.\TION CF IJECESS· 

ARY TRANSPORT ARRANGEME NTS IS INDICATED. 

NOTE THAT TRANSFER IS CHARACTERIZED AS A LOAN. YOU Yil lL BE 

II. I ADMIRAL 110.1 r•l Dl CHAITIDOM. c:::_.... 

( SEALED SECRET 
Mo1ooo ......... .-17· Dolhw to_......._ _ .... -In- (Soo M. 70 (4) !Uvua&) 

-~ . - -~··---"!- - --

Regraded Unclassified



IIAVAI. MEISAIE - -·---;-
AID Dam j •••• - I --IIWIDIY 

! -DAti 

TOI--.. 

I 
.._, 

DROOQIY ICIITlMI 

OIUIIIO 
P~IAilDIY 

lllliCATI 1Y AITPIIK ADDRIIIW r01 WHICll IWL DW¥PY II UTllrM'IOlt. 

PAGE 2 OF 2 NCR 43118-S 
I I UU OTHOwtSI l•otCJTtD TMIJ Df"IPATCH WILL It TIMSMITT[O wtTM OO'DitD NUtDOCt. 

OIJ&IIiATDI I1LL II DATI .. 0 nllt DATI ICT 
rm 

ADVISED LATER OF THE FORY OF RECEIPT IF ANY f~ICH THE COMMAND­

ING OFFICER IS TO REQU IRE FROU THE U.S.S.R. UPON DELI VERY. 

( 

COUINCK DELIVERED TO NCR FOR: 

YCNO •••••••• • BUPERS • •• •••••• 

.. IADMIIAL Mo. I rlLL 

SEALED SECRET 
-u - ..totooo~o.~r. --.. __ .... _--"' - · ~-." (Q N.\VU(IIJ ......_.... ... __ _ 

Regraded Unclassified



SECIU.'l' 19 .u.RCh 191.1. 

FHOO..: OPNAV 

TO .iu.U.:.NA , LO,,!)(),. 

NUt<lBl'Jt 504 . PE.tlliON>U. AJIJJ :il::(.;H.:.'l' . ~'HOW THE .I'RE.:.lOt.NT 

FO" T& FVHluU M V &. P.lin.:.O.•. 

For your lnfonna~lon I have ~oday sen~ ~be following 

message to Harriman: 

~U01b . Yo~ 11.2215 . 

a~ a North Russian ?o~. 

The wilwaukee can be delivered 

Please inform Admiral Stark port at 

which delivery is desired end i nforg ue by tel egram what 

arrangements cen be made for en early re turn of wilw!iWtee • s 

personnel . UN,UOTE, 

R00l>£VALT 

- 1 -
. -·. 

Regraded Unclassified



SECRET 
SICRFT 
PRIORI !X 

Frooa: Opnav 

To Aluena, l.loscow 

19 llarcb 1944 

PERSONAL AND S~CRET. FllO!J TIU: PllU'IOlNT FOR AllllASSALOR 

HA RRIII A 11. 

Your 142215. Tho l!ilwau.kee can be delivered a~ a North 

Ruolian Port. Plea•e in!om Adm1ral S~rk port at which 

aplivery is de•ired ond in!or:a ue by t.el~;;rau whllt arrange-

cent.a ean be aace tor an early return ot llil.-aukee' a pereonnel. 

RlOSEVD..T 

Released froo the White house llap Room 
at 1245, E~?, 19 Warch 1944 

L. liATHEI'<SOil, 
Colonel, General Sta!! • 

.. ~~ovo 1.es a.;e •• uoted t o t hE' Pril;;e l.in i s t <>r 
ao Prez1c!ent ' J 1'501., 19 ...a~ct. 191.1 .. 

SECRET 
I'll 1..2 7 IYG!c. .21 S'l 

Regraded Unclassified



FROM The President 

SERIAL Unnumbered 

llATR/Til!E 
OR PI LE !nlJJilER 

tOR HAP ROOII 

T 
I 

DATE 

I VIA 

Ambaswador Harriman 

19 .Maroh 1941. 

SU!!JECT 
Deliv ery of tAILWh\l.II.EE t o north iusoian port . 

ACTION 

Answers ~-POTU~ 142215 NCR 2072 . 15 hSr 44 . 

President direoted that ~L~~u~b~ be sent to Rus­
sian port as requested . This repl y pr epared by A~i•e1 
Leahy. Same message sent to t he PM as POTU~ ~504 for 
his i nformation, 

COP IES TOt ))ATE I BY DIR~JOTJ 011 OFt 

ACTION <'O!'PIF.T!D t 

MR 450 lT~Y (2) 
I PILEDI 

Regraded Unclassified



Fi\e Copy 

SfCR£1 
Uareh 18, 1944. 

PRES!DEliT TO HARRIMAll 

Your 142215. Tho lol1lwaukee can 

bo delivered at a North Russian Port. Pleeso 

inform Admiral Stark port at which delivery is 

doaired and inform us by telegram what arrangements 

can bo made Cor an early return or Wilwaukee•s 

personnel . 

Regraded Unclassified



MAYAL IIUSAGE •an DEPUTII 

Ol&nU UTDIIOII Mt•u AOOIUIUI PUClODI« 

.._,
1011 

AD~.' PV\L TV 1 
PIIOtfn a 
lOITllll • 

IIU.UID n • 
OlriUID • • • TOI IIIOIMOII • 
PIIO.In 10 

llCOII.D 11 CO !.I I NCH RO~~ II 

PAIWIII&SlO P.EA 12 
n 

DIEBEL 161311A 0 NCtl 9336 

OtiCINATUet flU IN OAt£ lNO TIM£: DU[ TIME 

co•n:.v~:A\'. PASS~ !: .\ L. : I RAL TYS 1 61311A TO C!O.: I :JCH 
FOR I :·:FO . 

"II :l ~7~536 NOT TO FOC'.'IAF . 

Clt1C"E.J lli\S fREPORTEJ THAT I T,\lf r.:l CRU I f l :-!f C.\:: ~ E 

USEFULLY E:J.PLOYEJ Ill :•::J FOR HEAVY TROUP :'CVE"E II TS 

I tJTO ITALY r\ NJ OTIIE~ T R 1\:;l·FEi'S OF PER~Oili':EL M!iJ 

L'ATER I AL. OF THESE ;, Ill CH H.W;; BE<':!i OP1:R I. THG ON 

TIIEi'E f ERVICES 1 HAS BEEII ·~ II!EJ AI::.; TilE OTHER 3 

,,R:; Tr::::I"ORAR ILY OUT OF ACTI ON '.JUE TO DEF ~CTS . 

(2) :.2 THERE It 1:0 1'.:/.IEDI ATC uTi!ATEC:I Cf•L flECES .. ITY 

FOil IT,\L IAII C.1U ISci!S 0:: nEST IIFRICAt: ST•\TI JI; ·,BRUZZ I 

M:u G:~1 1 CALD I ,\?. c BE IH::; SEH TO THE :.lEu n;: 'PJR.\l'lllY 

A~ •• ELL AS R OSTA . II 

•c oL:i, AVIIA\1 REE:W I PHI:: RED AS 18;l921 . 

SECRET 
Moko ql .. l oolr . Doll,., lo C ... o a..,. Wllck :z;pofOOo, (SH .... 70 (4) NA>REC8.) 

"''"7?:i'3 II L/ vo Jtc . 

orruam II .. 
1r OHI.UIONAl 18 
CHlCK IUOW • 1J 

n ,. 

"'"' ACTION 1 1 

lr-o 
lr-ol 
r-o2 
I--lr-os - -
lr..qr 
lr_l 

-2 
1-
·t-20 

1-

,.., 
>"-30 

.. ..,1 
,..,. 
,..,, 
--·- ,-

'-4 

rxol 
r:r30 
1--- -
ruT 

rx.o f-

c-oo 
I'QIO. 

.. 
23 
24 
2.1 
28 
27 
2S .. 
10 
II ., 
as 
l4 
1.1 
Ill 
n 
33 
39 

•o 
4 1 
42 

" .. 
4.1 .. .. .. 
" 60 
61 

" 

Regraded Unclassified
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JOP-SECfiET 
PU!S:l!IAL AIID SlCRET 

mllt 
PF.UU£k J . V. STALIN 

TO 
PRES! Df.lll' F. D. IDOSEV""c.l. T 

AIID 
PRDE lllNisnJI 'II. Cl!Uii.CHILL 

I huve received your message regarding the transference by the 

Br1L1an Oovonrnen~ of eight destroyers to the Sov1.ot Union. I "" ready 

to agree tltat these des~royers are I !UHO s ood ror escort duty l>'t you, of 

couree, undtrsto.nd that tlte So•'i~t Union n<'eds destroyers sood also for 

other a111tarj' Ot>erati ons. The rig~t or the .UUes to control the 

Ital\an fleet is, of course, quite inaisputable , and it is neces sary to 

m&ke t hl8 point clear to tltf> Italian Govonwent, and in parti eular re,;ard-

ins the Itali an vessels which are subj oct to tranofcr ence to the Soviet 

Union. 

TOP-SECRET 

Regraded Unclassified



F'l'tdlt.. Marshal Stalin TO The President 

SERUL Unnumbe::ed DA'l'E 17 Ida r 44 

llATE/TI!!E 
OR FILE Nlll.!BER 

TOR J.lAP ROOII lvu 
SUllJECT Trans:for I tolian shivs to Russia . 

ACTION 

Answers mesal\..:e from .P.tW:>lD.t.liT and Pi.t , 8 Mar 1.1. . 

Per Admiral L~ahy and Admi-al Brown, PresL!ent 
does not wish to answer this . 

COPIES T01 

ACTION C'O~'PIF.TED• 
450 Ita ly 

l)ATE I BY DIRECTIOll OF1 

I FILP.Tl l 

Regraded Unclassified



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

t.larch 16 , 1944· 

!fELIORA.:DU!.I FOR 

AD.IIIRAL LEAHY 

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY 

FOR Ii SIG!IA'HJRE . 

F . D. R. 

Regraded Unclassified



TH E WHITE HOUSE 

WAS HI N GTON 

\ 

llareh 16 , 1944 · 

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY 

FOR IU SIGXATUJIE. 

r. D. a. 

Cable from tunbassnoor 
Harriman to the Prl.lsident , 
duted ~larch 15 , 1944 , r e 
o;,li very of Cruiser 'ULI\AUME 
to one o f the tlorth Russian 
por ts . 

Regraded Unclassified



NAVAL MESSAGE 

•AftU (ll(MSIOH HUMifl 

100"' ~USNA UOSCOW 

muno" 

om~ ' ARCH 1 944 

NAVY DEPARTMENI 

aoousun 
AUUIU. ( • ) liWlCIA.M &DOJESSU 

..1 
0 

; CNO 

Pl£t(OtHC( 

R01JTIIII 

OIIURIO 

' , 
• 
6 

• 
1 

100 t00100014 1653/ 15 

OltOOIO If ALLEN~ 1\'0fl TH 
PARAPHRAIIO IILLEIJ<' l'tOR TH II _ 

_ __ 8 

fi'JIIOIIIIlY 

ROUTIIrtE 

ROUI£0 If ALLE,4SWORTH WERAIO 

0 
10 

" I, 
13 
II 

~---1!. 
If O'(lt&liONAl tn 
CHEU ltLOW 

17 142215 NCR 7M2 ~ 

OltiGIHUOII: Fill Ill' o.ur U O WU OAf( lbU 

"'OITCC)IC INShtOIU 1'\U.If lOl'l ..a1- Mll CltU Sll(l NJMl I UOL-.all6 TUI 

(PERSONAL AI.D SECRET FOR THE PRES I DEkT FBOIII HARR IIlAH) 

VYSH INISHI TOLD UE T~IS AFTERNOOh THAT HE HAD BEEN INST­
RUCTED TO ASK UE TO ~ABLE YOUA RECUEST OF THE SOVIET GOVERN-

~ .IT THAT THE CRUI SER UIU AUKEE BE DELIVERED IN ONE OF TIE 
N(RTH RUSS IANP ORTS, HE EXPLA INED THE DIFFICULTY TO THE SOV IET 

GOVERNUENT OF ACCEPTING DELI VERY OF THE SHI P JN THE UNITED 
KJNGDOU. IT WOULDTAKE SOME UONTHS TO WORK THE CREW IN AND IT 

WO ULD BE UUCH EASIER FOR THHW TO TRAIN THE CREW IN THEIR OWN 
WA TERS . ETC. A SIUILAR REr UEST WAS WADE TO THE BRITI SH AMB/\S~ 

SADOR . ¥LTHIYTG I ASSU~E IT WILL BE DESIRABLE TO CO~CERT OUR 
REPLY WI H lHAI OF T~E BRITI SH I DO NOT BEL IEVE WE SHOULD 

HESITATE TO U4KE DELIVERY OF TBE ~H I P AS REQUESTED IF WE ARE 
WI LLING TC DC SO EVEN THOUGH THE BRITI SH UAY NOT FIND IT POSS~ 

,, 

, 
!I 

27 

' :t•. 

I BLE TO DO TilE SA UE FOR THE IR PAR T BECAUSE OF THE VERY MUCH •: 
LARGER NUIIBERS OF liEN INVOLVED. THEN TOO THE BR ITISH ARE PLA- " 

H 

NN ING DEL IVERY IN THE IR 01'!1\ PORTS WHERE THE IR loiEN ARE NEEDED. " 
•• AVA IJ5E:-:-.., •••• ACT ION (FOR PiA) .r I UE:; , o ~ 4< 

4!;, 1~/7 3'423. f6 4, .p;.e 40<? 9ull'y . ;~; 
HL I ADMIRAL. Ho. 2 nLt. Ht ) I I OR t HARHIOOM H• 4 $PlCIAL. Iii 

SEALED SECRET 
File ~r~ ~., 

Regraded Unclassified



011 
Ambassador Harriman 

TO 
The Presi dent 

SERIAL Unnumoerad DATE 1.5 lola r 1.1. • 

nATf:/TI!!E 11.2215 N~H 7072 
OR PILE Nllt!BER 

TOR !!.AI' ROOM 
15/l ?JOZ I Navy coda room 

VIA 

SUJ!JECT l>e1iv9r y of wlLWAUAi:E to north Rusilian port . 

ACTION 

·. 

To the President via Wiss Tul.1y. 

Referred to Admiral LoJShy for aotion, Presi dent 
directed tha t ...lJ..\I.ttUal>.~> be sent to Russian port as 
r eques ted . Draft repl.y prepared by Admi r al Leahy; 
a~proved by the President 1' ~r 1.1. ; sent to Ambassador 
harriman on 19 war 44 . Same message sent to the PM 
88 <'O'i ::. fT504 for :li s informati on. 

COPIES TO: DArEr BY DIRECT! 011 Of' 1 

• ACTION I'O~'PLETEih P'It.f.D1 

~ _f~J I T.U.Y _I 2_l _ __ ___,.__ _____ --" _____ _ 

Regraded Unclassified



NAVAL MlSSAGt NAVY OtPART Nr .. ----- --------~~--------
="":::":::':.:l;:_l ------;==:-:----_:l~l:_:t[::IU:::ID::•:_""::;:":::Ill:::..._ _ _,.==.:::l DOII UUt pl(C(O(ItCl 

FCT /;l I •m•"K<'l ..,~.te:;u:::.,.. -=-...,=•'"'u"',.-<--,-..:.:::.:::::::::;__ 
PPPPPP > 

, ... -----------------1 oo :.t:r. v tiM~ 
~ , lflUSlD If 

OAr£ 

JOI COOtaGOM 

DlCOOlO 11 

, . U,HfiASlO 

" ---
IIOUILO lit 

"~ t• -,.JI 
:L) .... i~v 

: •• 1('1; 

'··"- •• ·"" 

"Qt. ~ 
~~· & 

------l e 

' C' ., . .. - "/CI '3 ~--'J --• U\.1\.,. v .• ..,, 

121821 IJ CR 5598 

. .- ':.lef-T F:JLLO::I ::G :.lEf:S.\C€S FRO : ~ r.; 1 !: 13TfP. 1.\AR I !iJ' i.IAY 

·.,: ?!13Ct::: FOR CC!:FI 3c:: Tl !\L I ::FOI\:4\T I 0;1 I TALl t.:·~ FLAG 

·. :!I: COl.~::~.t;:L; t i :O OFi· IGE.r. I !i YJ L:P. CO!.\:.I1'1::J; • 

.. . :Y TEU:,:!'l.'.'.: 5TH (3 ~": i'U) Ti~'. T 1\000!re n :C!· OFF ICfl. 

·~: :;.:u:: l v.'.TI IJI: '•'l. 'i Tr. .::GFC!: CF I T.'.LI A!l SIIIP TO fiUS..; I t, 

PI IOI II'I' 1 

tOUllH 

OlflJltD 

Pll01111' 

ROUIINt 

DUOR£0 

' .. 

" .. 
"' "" Acno~ 21 

t-C5 

F-1 

F-2 

" 11 

2 1 ., 
z• 
'l't ,, 

1: :i~T F':r.ESE :; ;,s ~!: lTG ::;.it :t:S ',dll l' AKE P!:OVI GIOI!$'
31 

3•1 ., 
3< 

•• 
~. ITH T:.:: lf'l Oi:!: ~• 11~1- 1 ::G 10 ::C!'t'l.E:t: llT fiUSS f,',ll FLE:.. T 

1': Pih')i< .! il :t: l!i;"E·:: :.T T EY :1,·.yE !':CC£1'/Et Fi:O!.: 

I T.ol I:.;: FLEET. YX c;.:. T tn; C.\RRY 01: .. I Til YOJIR 

....:> :·1;.JH ••• • • G::G 

o...3J •n .. 
'-~---1--1 42 r ., 

IG-00 

C 0 N F I D E.N T I A L ~---·c·o-1-.J 
''•~" Mlclnal •nl, , U"lhn II' f'odl" ll•e"' Watc" 0Mf't-r 111 l"'f..Ofl, (Jikf. Arlo 'TC (4) NA\ ICEGS..) 

ot•.s•'·'' It·•• 

Regraded Unclassified



NAVAL MESSAGE NAVY DEPAR-TMENT 

OU11U tiiOUlON KUMI[I AOOUSSlU nutouu 
FOTALI (SUSIIO ITALY) Atl (llllt (•) JIIIU LGUM &DOlUS££ 

liON 
PPPPPP 

' ,.1011" ' 
IUUUO IY 

MARCH 13,1944 
OAT£ __ I 

COL!NAVIIAW AOGTIM( • • 
OUIU!O • 

7 

TOI tOOUOOM 

0(C00(0 IY 

PAIU.IIH~AS(O 
IL 

11¢7 

YORK 

BENNETT 
COliiNCH ) -

r
PPrMI\PPP ,~ 

" ROUTINE 12 

D£rERII!CO t:l 

" "' 
ROUI!O IY 

tr 0'£1tiTIONAl 111 

lT .GLUilT 121551 
CH(CI\.IU OW 

17 
1 .. ----,. 

Ot:IGINUO. fiLl IM Ol'J( U O met· OAtt Tilt[ ocr "' ,, 
THIS IS HI COl:. COIJ NAVNAI REENCIPHERS FOTALI 18 :. 
121!25.1 TO COIJ INCH FOR IIIFO. QUOTE. ACTION C411-
11AV"f14'i. SE.l!OR US NAVAL OFFICER ITALY SENDS. 

., 

COUN4V~AW 1 S 1~1451 SUBSTANCE OF COWBikED CHIEfS '' 

OF STAFF MESSA~E CONVEYED TO ITALIAN MINISTER OF UARI NE 

JOI NTLY BY REAR ADI.HRAL t.ICGRE,<WR MID COl!L!ODORE ZIROLI 

YESTEI!DAY EVENJ~'G 11TH MARCH. l.l i NISTER EXPRESSED SATI S­

FACTION Y/1 TH STATEl!ENT AND APPRECI ATION FOR Cl.ARIFI CATI Oil 

OF SITUIITI01. CONS IDER l!AINTENAIICE PRESENT POLICY II LL 

ENCOURAbE CONT I~UED COOPERATION ITAL IAN NAVY. 

• 
SEND TO COM INCH FOR INFO BY COM NAVNAW A8 13¢8~7 

,, 
.. , 

' 
tl ,., 
" ,, ,, 

-----
Nt. r nu. U I I Olt ( HAIHJIOOM H i \ f[(tAk 

SEALED SECRET 

Regraded Unclassified



-
!lAVAl IIUSAIE 

ourru 

no•---

llLWI.O "13 " \RCH 19+4 

OAI(__ 2£'26/13 -

TOI tOOitOOM 8.A.D. 

0(t00(0 IY ­

,A.UPHUSIO ., ·-
PURDY 

DUMIIOI JltttiO 

-- ! 
I 

NAVY DUUTII(R o 

AOOIUiltl _ _=::i~-~-~ 
U'IUI\l ( • ) •AOI.IIJJO AOOiuSa-
FOTALI 
(FOR COWVODORE ZIROLI 

COl' INCH 

Nloatn 

lOfTlN( 

OUOIIO 

' a 
• 
6 

• 
1 

----· 
IOITINI 

otrmro 

• 
IO 
II 
12 
IS ,. 

-~- -,=----1& IOU ltD IY 
~-...:-- ~- -- .......--~ 

M~U· Olll(lft( ....UfU flfll .. ,UQI .. U. N. ~tt WITII KUMll 'llMHIICC MJ AI t.I•IQ1Mfm. 
IF Ol'liATIOMll 14 
CHlCl lllOW I ) 

n 
10 LAIID .. 

~--~=·b---- .. 
OIIIIMUOI f lU. lflf OATl AltO n Mt: om 
- - - ._...,...... -nQiU ftUit wif...,.- .. CUM tHCl M1t1111 ........ fUr ~- -

tcT~ 

TH IS F'"O~' C!I\':1 \V~A't: REENCIPHERS 41RIIU ISTPY'S DISPATCH OF 9 MARCH 
TO FOT ; LJ fOP CO\'l'OilORE Zl ROl l FOR ACT I Ollt. 

., 
"REFEP : ·ocr IJU!J6£'l T'i l S IJ.E SSAOE OZ-1314, COSl'ED !56, REFERENCE COSVfD ~• 

S4, 

PR IL'E ' INISTEP. AND PRESIDE~T HAVE AGREED F'OllOI'IINil COWUN ICATION "" 

f'ROt,o C"',(B I NED 011 1 EF S Of STAtrF' FOR CONFIDENTI AL I NFORIIA Tt ON OF •~ 

ITALI I. '' :'I'ICER FOR USE AT YOUR DISCRETION, 8£GIIISt• 
~, ,, 
.o· 
;~. 

AT TEHER AN I T liAS ,\GRE£1l THAT SHIPS OF THE ITALIU NAVY SlfOULD ,-

BE USE' d!i;AE THE"Y C~ULIJ BE ElfPLOYED IIOST EFF'ECTI YELY AW.II'IST 

THE CO :':'1 EHE~IY , IT r AS ALSO 4GR£EO IN PRIIICI PLE THAT RUSSI A " 
•• 

IS EN- -_en T( ItER Stt,; RE Ill THE INCREASE OF ALL IED NAVAL STRENGTH " 

" RESUL l' ~ "1\0L THE S UR~ENDER OF' THE I TALl AN F'LEET, RUSS I A IS Nlll'l " .. , 
NAVAL STRENGTH • FOR Tlj,E Pf€S41T :~ 
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NJ>\, YO itA TL..:..;, , 
Friday, 10 ~arch 1?44. 

U. S. Scoop on lttdian Flee 
I• At~ckecl in the Commo · 

. ,. , ........ IU:ft'ON' 
ar Olrolllot s. TD JCiw .... ~ 

LONDON, lolareh -'I'M ,_, otat._u ol tho oxocullv 

... ~ot~o~au .. - ot u.. l1alted •- Oouw • .. oil 
Poloou. ud tiM ltaHu ,_ .... ao -- publl 

--- loo 
.. _ 
•••>dllbc tllat ilo<l •• 
Wllllllqioo oo ~ ........ 

On the eoD.\tat7, st t. Gfll7 fair to..., \bat ...... ~ tbe ~ 
.... tllb ... u 01 dMZl:a& With 
...... cWlc:Me nbject.a dMn .. . 
CIOMI~ &IIIOIIIftC. ol trritatioa. 
~ ... pollltl7 ~ ba 

~· --~~- In 1M HolaM: o! c:o...o.. ... ... ca.aa..d ltL • 
_.. 41rte:t tubkla b)< Tomor­,_.,__.,., 

Bt.dct.ttd for an uplataatklrn ot 
PrNIOtftt ltooMY!:lt'& &D:IKIU:ftCe­

tnf'nl. on U.. lt.al!N n..t-a.n ..... 
noutu:tmt.nt Ule Brlu.b Govem• 
m~:nt ukHI Lhe Brllllh Prut not 
to ('(lmmt.ut on-Prlme Mlnlttu 

IOhurehUI upi&IMCI to t.h• Com­
mOM that whll• dlteUMIOnl wu. 
~ on about .. the future em• 
plo)"Mdt end di.lpoMl Of the ltal­
lu tlMt .. 1\ may be found that Ute 
tbW IU.,.al ot the tleet ~ 
be Mit. O¥u Wlt.O tn. to~~ or Ute 
war ....... Jap&a. "-""""' .............. ..._. ....... _P'., .... tbe .,........... 

IIMftta wtttll U. l.ta.Uu aaftl au­
thornS.. ...,. ftlcla tbt J\allaa 

* ...... UMtt ~ lab put Ill .... ___ ... 
...., &a u.. u...trw ..... tbq 
..., ...... \to .. 

"""' ---- · ... noc •tWt Mr. ~bOr• coa-

-----..... J UM h&teUJM ud oU quut.1oaa. .,.. 
ML .. V$1111\ about Wbt U.. 
Vl'llt.d ltat.M hu bMn dotftc u ~ 
Ut.t way tn •bkb It bq Mtn do­
lnl IL 

ICr. Churd\IU eltart)' dJ4 not 
wa.nt to ,.t Into a dt.cu.lon oft 
tALl J\&tlal "'"' ..... liOn but 0,.. 
poatUon ...... ud on. 0( '"' 
OW'n IIIIPPOf't.ml lor(.d h.lm l.rtto IL 
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1\l:::'::U:UTY CO!iTROL 

Fron Chiefs ot Staf f 

To1 A F.H.Q, 

SECRET 

Into • J 5 1-1 , Waah1ngton 

Numbur. CO:>."'ED 56 

March 9, 1944 

Follo•ti.ng for General Wilaon 

Refe~nce COS: :ED 54, 

.!'r:lJ::c !u.nister and 7re •id~nt have ag:oecd 
foll.,ving com:nunicational from Comb..ned Cl'>..iofs or Starr 
for •lOnt'idential 1nforcat1:>n of Italian officers tor 
Ul8 at :,00\U' d1SCI'Otion 

ruiQI.l!§. At Teheran it vae ogreoel that ships or tbe 
!taLill Navy should ba used where the) could bo employed 
most effoct1voly againot the CODJlllOll OliOJllY I t 11'89 also 
asreod in principle that Ruse1o. 1o unt itled to her share 
1n the incr.,o.ue of Allied naval utrongth reaultlng from 
the uurrondor or the ItaH a>1 F1eot. Runla 1a now 1n urgent 
need or additional n&val otrength. Por the present Groat 
Brituin and the United Stat.-s v111 lend so:ne of their 
shipn to Russia to cQJ:~pensau tor the help th&y are rece1vJrs 
frOfll tho Ital.1an fle.vy. It is not 1nten<lod to ~:rs.nefer IUl)' 
Itlll:.an ab.ipo to Rusda at preaent. (E.IDS) 

T.o.o 0918ooZ 

AC':lOII1 CC8 

liiPOI\MA'l'ION: OPD 
Oen B1saell 
Oen Atnold 
Sec. Oen Starr 
Adm ltins 
~~ llatlili&~ 

OM· 111·6707 ( 10 Mar ---) 13115Z Ull' 
3 

SECRET COPY No. 
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9 l.:arot 191.1. 

Pri me Laniator Churchill told Cozr....ons today tnat; no 
choose "lUI contenpl ted r.t; 'ro.aent in the s t a t<us or di .pooitl.,n 
or t he Italian Fleet, stron&l/ i~vlvins th t any trnnsr •r ot 
Italien wcrships to Rusuta hc.tl been halved , at lea~t tcm­
pOrhrlly . 

"An Presi dent Roosevelt hoe eald , ~he quo~tion of the 
tutU1'0 employment and dispoRltlon ot the Italian Fleet bes 
been uubj cct t o much disousuion , ana in particul ar cons idera tion 
ll• a been given to the 1wucd1. te r eintoroeUJen t of the Soviot 
Navy" Churchill sai d . 

"I have no stutement to make on th~ce d1sousa1ons other 
t<h t to _ay th<it at present no chan!)e is cont~m,ltt.ed in the 
errc nge;Aoots \.1. th I tel ian Nevel author! t i es under t·•hich 
It• lion s!:.ips and crews toke pert in th,. coLJOn st-UJgle < ·~>in t 
the ene:.~:r in tlle:;.t.res where they ®w op~r .. te." 

"It may v·ell be found th~t c ns1dertti~n ot· u.e Itali~<n 
z leet v.'Oul<i oest be lett open until tile Pnd or the , .. ar a '"ia t 
botll G•Jrmsny und Japan . " 

Regraded Unclassified



9 llarch l9U 

SECRET 
lltllOIUNDJII FOR: 

VICI AIJIIIUL 1!. 8. Ullo.&!WS 

J.. Tho Priao 111 ninor haa oereo<l t.o t.ho tollow1 n 
atat.•ent t.o be giYen eon!idontially to Italian of ficial 
Ho haa aent it to Ooneral W1leon aa r .... Coabinod Chle/a 
Stat! tor uae at Mo d1acrat1on: 

•It -• au•ea at Teheran that t.ho aMp• ot 
the It.&ll&n lla'fY lll.oul.d be uo~ wbor o t.ho7 CO'.>ld 
be -•t ortoetinlr -.plo,.d aot&inat t be •-n 
·~· In principle it •• abo agro~ t hat Rania 
h entitled to bor eh&re in t ho ioc: roaoo or .&llled 
~Tal atrength wbieh ... .w t ed r..- t.be ltallan 
Ploet aurrood&rln«. Additi oMl llaYal stre~ 1s 
now urr enU7 noedou b7 Ru .. l a . The Unite<~ Statu 
and Great britain w1ll tor tho pruont lend to 
Ruoa1a aonr.o of t hei r lllipo t.o cocooenaa to !or the 
halp t.hey aro receiving f ro:a tho H alian llavy. a 
i o not i ntended at. prooont to t r ant! or t.o Ruoola 
any Italian ahlpa. • 

SECRET 

Very r oapect tully, 

1111.1011 ..,.., 
11...- .fo4111ral, U. S.L, 

lla•al .Udo t.o t11a r ... n d-. 

Regraded Unclassified



Copy 

Pr0111 London 
'l'OI 'l'h" P:reUdent or the 17111 ted State a 

1101 612 , Piled 09/l620Z 

Prtme M1D1eter to Preaident. Peraonal • 

• Your 489 tor confidential inror .. tion or Italian 

ottioera. Ve entire17 agree and have aignalled Wilson 

acoordingl7 aa rrom Coabined Chiara or starr tor uae at 

hia dlacretion. 

• Extruot from #489: 
lowing to General 
Wediterrunean for 
Oftioiala: 

llo S1g 

"What do you thi~ of sending the fol­
Wilson and to the Naval Commanders in the 
oonridential intormation or Italian 

"At 'l'eberan it was agreed that ships or the Italian 
Huy ahould be used where they could be employed moat er­
tectively aoainat the co..on eDemy. It was also agreed in 
principle that Rueaia ie entitled to bar ehare in the in­
oreaae or Allled llaval strength raeu1t1ng troc the surrender 
or the Italian 'leet. Rueda ill aow in urgent need or 
additional Naval strength. 'or the present Great Britain 
.. d the United States will lend some or their ships to 
Ruaa i a to oampenaate t or the help they are receivi ng r~m the 

!~!!~ ~; •. ·:. ~[~ffi1~r·~, .. -n.u •• 

Regraded Unclassified



Joopy 

Fl«)w: OI:'NAV 
TO ALUi:iNA, LONDON 

NUAIDJ::R 492· J:'m:JONAL AND i:iECH.t:.T FROM THE PRWIDENT TO 

Thl.; }'OIDO::R Ni<VAL PLRSON. 

Referring to your 608, I can find no fault in your 

propoeed s t atement to PerUament conta ined in &he le~t para­

graph thereof. 

Plea se giveme your reaction w the message propo eed in 

my 489 to be sent to General Viilaon end to our naval corr:mandere 

in the !.ledi terranean for confi dential information of Itc.lian 

ot'fioie.ls. 

ROOSEV::L'l' 

SEGREl 
- l -

Regraded Unclassified



-
SECRET 

'-BOM1 '1'IU PRIBIDU1' AliD ~ PRUU IUHISTER 

!'0 IIAJI.,;.IW. S'ULIJI 

DAns 8 loW!Co 191.4 

Al\bou&b the Prt.e M1n1ater i na truo t ad Ambaaaa4or t l ark 

~err to tall JOU tha t the daetroyere we are lending you ware 

o14 , thh waa only tor the aue or abeolute trankoeu. In 

raot they are soo4, aerv1oeable ah1pe, quite ett1c1ent ror 

eeoort duty, Toera a re only 7 tla t des troyers in the whol e 

Italian NnYy, the res t be i ng older 4aatroynr a and torp. do 

boata. MoreoYer theee I talian dea troyora , wban we do s~t ~h-, 

a re absolutely unfi tted t or work ln t ho North without ••r:v 
laDgthy rotl t, Therators we thou4 ht the a Whloh the Bri t i sh 

OoYernaaot ba•e round would be an earlier and mor e conYenlent 

rona or help to you. 

Tbe Prime Mlnla t ar r agreta ~hat he cannot epare any new 

da¥troyoro at the present t l mo. He loat 2 laat week, one ln 

the Rl.luia.o oCPYoy, &114 tor t he laodin& at OVall.OllD alono he 

haa to deploy, tor oloaa lnahore work agal rtat the batt a riea, 

no f ewer tbaa 42 daatroyare , a ler&' proporti on ot wbioh cay 

be auu, l$Yory aln&le Yanel t hat he baa or tbia o1au 1a 

boinc l.laad to the ut.oat preatura l n t he OOQDon cause. Tbe 

.OY .. ent ot tba lapanaea float to Si nsspor e or~atea a new 

eltuation r or ua both in t he Indian Ocean. The t l gbtln& la 

tba Aoslo bridgehead and generally t hrouchout the Me41tarronaaa 

la at l ta height, Tho .aat \roop oon.oya aro crosa1aa the 

SEC;ijH 
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·EGRET 
Atlanti~ wi~h the Un1~e4 ~~tee Army ot Lib~rati~n. Tba 

RuaaillD o~nvoya are beina run up to tho l •ut minute barora 

OVtilti.OIID with very heavy du t roy'lr aeoorta . lillll~ly there 

i a OV~RD 1t salt, Tna Praei4ant 1a posi t i on i a s imilarly 

otroi na4 , but in this case moi~y baoouee or tho sr~~ t aoala 

a nd ~otivity ot tha oparnt1ona in tho Pooltio. 

Our Joint intonti ona t o delive r t o you tho I talian ahipa 

agreed upon nt ~oacow a nd Tab~ ran remai n unaltered, and wo 

eball put the positio n formal ly to tba It~ian Government ~t 

the tlJAo wbon i t i s broatlan,d oDII t he ns• !Unia t cr s taka o·nr 

their raapona1b1llt1os. The ra i e no qusat.lon or our right to 

d i apota or the Italian Novy, out o~y or exercising t hs t right 

with t he l oaa t t erm to o ur oo=mon intsreota, ~ •nnwbi le , a l l 

our ap ao1t1od a hip& are bAing pr.•pa r od t or Cl ell ... ory to you on 

l oc n aa already agreed, 

K~~!VlLT. ChURCUILL, 

Thi o ~ea1age to ~TALIN, ai gn•d Jolntl Y by t he P~O~ 
tulel the PRIJd JU!iil>TU , ·Ka s lllspa tohed t ram Lond" n t o 
Joloao::.w on 8 ltarob 1944, tbrou&JI Britleh oo-unioati on 
obannela . (Sao attached baoksrounel material). 

SECRET 
- 2 -

Regraded Unclassified



Background of joint .o>R....>l.U:.oT/P~ ..X!<l&T..:R message 
t o w..ill:>h.AJ.. ~·rAI.Itl , dated 8 14erob 191.4: 

l:>Tru.lN- POTUS/Pl&, 26 Feb 1.4, answers N 'l'V$fPOi- ST....U:N 
me38a.;e or 7 Feb 41. , and also answers POTU&- ::.'i'nLIN messages 
o r 2J end 24 Feb 44. I n th i s message or 26 hb 41. , ::.·rnLIN 
reques t s t hat 4 new destroyAr s bo included among t hose bei ng 
sent to him by Britai n ond t he u. ::.. 

ln P.loi- POTUS , #595 , 29 Feb 44 t he PRl.t£ .IJ!Nl5TJ:;R quotes 
messaue received from ,\mbassedor CLARK ALRR, giving &TnLI N•e 
reuct ioas t o joint message of 7 Feb 44. 

The P~lD&'IT, in POTU::...?ll! 111.85, 3 t.lar 44 , advises the 
PJU..f. ...I .U~T;;,R t ha t he has received STALIN• s joint message 
of 26 Feb 44 , And requests that the PRlW.O: loll!d:>TJ:.K suggest 
something which could be used in making reply to STALJN. 

The I:'Rli-.8 mm::.T.iti! forwarded ror the PkE::;IoSNT• s ap­
proval a proposed Joint meeeade to :>T~lN (PM-POTU::. J60l, 
4 Uar 44) , which the P.fu:::>IDt..~ approved in POTU.:>- Pw u/.89, 
7 lo1e.r 44 . 

Tho message to :>'l'.u.IN, signed jointly by t he PRE&IDLNT 
end the PRlwE • .XNI.:>T~, was dispa tched from London to Moscow 
on 8 IJaroh 1944, through British oommunicnti on channel s . 

Answered by ::.T.u.lJI • s meosege to the PIU.SIDENT a nd the 
PRl..E wlNI.:>TE:l , 17 l4arob 191.4. 

Regraded Unclassified
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SECRET 
WAR DEPARTMENT 

CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER 

INCOMING MESSAGE 

Als1era 
War 

w-4567/61516 

tJRGIB'l' 

7tb Nuob, 1~ 

'l'o AOWAR tor Oa.lbloed Cbleta ot llt&N' 11114 to 08POR 
tor Bl'l~ ~t• or llt&N' rptll UD1t7 Loodoa and llq lfAAP 
t bb h S tl'om W1leea al.pe4 VlhOD o1 te P'RIJIC . 

Oei!Gr&l Jlacl'arlADe h betas pre .. ed b7 ll&l'ebal 
8&40Sll o tor ot't'lo1&1 lor-tloa 1a PPp.rd ·to atate ... at 
r.ported to have 'bee!l .ad~~ b7 tbe l'l' .. ldeat at preae oOD­
teNaoe OQ 3r4 MaJoob CODOIIftlD. 41apoe&l ot the It&11&D 
neet. Badosl1o ba8 heeD "1'7 -b dlaturbed b7 the preae 
&ad r&dlo Nporta OD title aabJeot 11114 tbreateae to 1'1111111D Ql 

the Cl'OUDde that hie poettloa !Mil beaD -.48 uutea&ble. 
Pl eaee 1atorm • 'lbat I abould 'tell .M&cParlaoe \o aay to 
Bedoslio to reaaaUl'e bta 1a order to auata1a Italian morale 
aad to Pl'll•erya tbe eoopeNt1oo ot Italtaa Fleet oa the bae1a 
ot oo-belltpreaey. · 

•o sts. 

ACTIOih CCS (Capt Royal USB) 

Illl'ORMATI OR 1 

OM-IK- \816 (7 March 44) e213Z ejv 

42 
SECRET COPY No. 
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SECRET 7 llarch 191.4 

From: Opnnv 

To Aluen&, London 

NUVBEll ~89. Ptru:ONAL liND SECRF:I'. FlOI TilE PRESIDENT FOR THE 

FORlffi! IIJ.VJJ. Pll'~N. 

Receipt b ack..,..lc:d£t'd of your .. ossaeea 598 t.o &:>7 incl.uoin. 

Thali< you for your vory kind li:U&t,ge to lira . Roosevelt . 

Reference your 601, I as ree wi th your proposed j oint measat~ to 

U.J . about d~stroyers t.o be sent . 

I am sending you by the follo>~ine mes aa; o (490) my reeocaendb.Lion 

sbout the Italian Oovcrnr~nt. 

In order to try t.o put .. t ros t the concern ot the Italian Navy 

about their ships • hat do you thin.'< or aendifli the follorlng t.o General 

~loon and to the Naval C~nders in the ll~tcrrsnean tor een!idential 

1ntomati on of Italian officials: 

QUOTE. At Teheran it lt&s agreed th~t ahipa of the I tali an Navy 

ahoW.d be uec:d where they could be mployed liiOat effectively &Jninot the 

eoo::on e.-.y. U •-aa aloe "llJ"Oed in principle tMt Ruaaia is onUtlc:d to 

her share in the increaoe of Allied tlaval atrongt h rerultio& !roo the 

aurrender of the Italian Fl eet . Ruseia ia now in urgent need of adoitional 

Naval s trength. For the pr esent Gr eat Britnin ~nd the United St ates rlll 

lend so:.e of their ahipa to Ruaeia t.o eompenaato for the hel p they are 

reeeivill€ tr'OI:l the Italian liav:f . It is not intended t.o transfer aey 

Italian ahips to Ruaoia at pr e• ent. u~. 

- l -
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Your 608 bas jut cooe art.er "hat appeara above had been prepared. 

I do not thirk there is aey e ssentiol conflict. I will wire you a~'&in 

in a short tiD'e. 

AOOSEVU.T 

- 2 -

Regraded Unclassified



-
:a 

.... IU. LcDIOII. 
!'01 !be rr-•1deJlt .ot ... Vlaitec! atawo 

Wo. 6o8 PUed: 071236 Z 

PrS.. 111aUt.r to I'Mddeat IOOIOftlt peroOII.&l aDd 
-et liON to Aboat tM Italiaa ela1po • 

1. I baft Mftr ACJ"eod 11.0r baft J0U oftr allko4 -

to ..... to a 41Y1e1011. ot tM Italiaa ftHt lll.to 3 ebaHI . 

It tll1e ol.a11l "" t o be 'baoo4 Oil tM taot that n 3 Powero 

e1ped tM Italiaa Al'a1et1oo toptller, wtlat about all tile 

otller Power• that tought Italrf GNooo tor 111.1tall.oo vould 

baYO &II. 1J"Htutable ola1a. It wao DOt 1111.tU attor tile Cairo 

OOII.tOHD.OI tbat I boU'd •J'OII ba4 -ll.tl-4 al1011t tbo 1/ 3 tOJ" 

lue1a. AftNll wu laft'oftli" a"blo to u•- JOU that 11.0tla1q 

ot tM eOJ"t ba4 "boell. oaicl \o tM Rueiau. a.. J'OIIIi" 11.-..bor 

-31 • J'Ga &H tJIU.etoH QUW .. .-~.ted •t lv u tbo7 &H ......... 
2. 111e .. J•••'• Go•w t ...U 110t "be Ul.o to 

..,.. to a 41nl1• fill \Ill Ita''" noot "117 1/ 3 OJ" a PJ"O Mta 

41Y1o1-.-. ••...S.• to Qo Al'a1et1oo . Vo llol4 ftli"J' 

Regraded Unclassified



lf'O -"- -t11 BritUb ... .._1'1_ uoop. •teNd 

fla111a U -- renlt of •!C*m• • 0111' laftl lOIMI al­

M'N 'liMa ft., IIMYJ 111dee4. ._ SUt.oe, bo. ItalJ'I 

4oo~U• ot wu ODt11 bel' aoOD41U.al elll'2'011der, tile 

IQal I&YJ loet 1A tile lle41to-u tbe tollonna •Jor 

ftl'lll1~1 

kttlub1p 
A1roratt C&l'l'1ore 
IIGR1t01' 
Cl'U1eere 
Doeti'OJ'Orl 
hoorto 
Put 111AolaJOl'l 
Depot Sblpl 
Sut.al'1Aol 

Ul4 tile tollowi.Da •robaat llll1PP1AI• 129 ftllo11 ot 

T8o,OOO sron t-a-. Vo oorta1alJ t .. 1 tbet we liN en­

t1t1od t o haft 01Jl' ola1111 tor replaoe.ntl dul7 conddered 

b7 our o1oeeot Al1J. 

3· Bore I -.t Mll.t10D that exoept111& ODlJ Vaquard 

n ban euepoDded our wbo1o batt1oob1p prosr- 1Ao1114111& 

tbe fOUl' 16-1Aoh batt1oeb1po authoi'11M bJ Par1i&MDt enD 

before tile ftl' bepa 1A order to o•oontrato 1QIOII ehort-tol'll 

ftl' -1dt101 tl'oo1J AIIUhd 1A tile 0- c&UII• Ve haft 

"- tile wtao1e bvdOD ot WU'8111p 101 .. 1 1A tile II'DIIiu ocm• 

Y0J1, to Witol 

t 

I 
t ho 

Cl'll1111'1 
DN'"JOI'I 
J11Aonoopero 
fteot 011••· 
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Jl&j .. tJ 1 0 Ootol Dt woal4 OWI't&SDl.J baft rwpNOWDt¥4 tbat 

tbo7 WWN .futl7 ut1t1w4 to the l,nrt1Y1Da L1ttor1oo • 

aoo-t or tb¥12' baoYJ 'batt1ooh1p 1o .. •• . I 4o DOt Y1oh t o 

PNlUIIp thio quetlOD &t tbo PNOODt two. Vo .at boWOYOl' 

'bo&1' 1D a1D4 tbat about 100 Ital1u V&l'eh1po baw booD &D4 

,vp to the PNIODt -llt &N lUll 4o1D8 UIOtul &D4 iQOI'tallt 

work tor both OUl' CoUDtr1oe. I tbol'OtON eusgeat tbat all 

turther 41eouoe10D ot a 41w1e10D ot tM Ital1&D Ploet &P&J't 

troa wbat ww acroe4 with Stal1D at 'feboND, ot&D4 OYOl' t111 

tM 0114 ot tbo W&1', wllwD DO 4cnabt the .Jap&ll8eo Ploot will 

aleo .... 1Dto caa.14ol'&t10D. 

5 . At tbo Koecow oODtel'ODOO tM Ruui&DI aeko4 tol' 

ooru1D epoo1t1e4 tJP¥• ot Ita11u ohipe, -17 

1 Battlolb1p 
1 Orv.iiOl' 
8 Deatl'OJOl'l 
- Sllb.ar1Doe 

&D4 -0,000 tCDI ot Ml'Obut lh1PP1D8• At 'febol'&D YO 

UIWDt¥4 to thll . !lie Cc.b1Do4 Cb1otl ot statt eubeoquoDtlJ 

OYOI' Ital1&D lhipo to tM IIOY1otl ohoul4 1"1P'11J' ooopol'&t10D 

b7 tM Ital1&D .. Yal ,_, Uld po .. 1b17 lH4 to acuttU.q. 

Toa Uld I thea oa u4 to JII'OJIOie to ltue1a tbat ,.. 1WD4 bel' 

tile HM ca-at1t7 ot ohipe at11 the •ttel' ooal4 bo o4juetw4 

with tbo Ita11- attol' U. ,.. ... , 01'1t1oal etap ot tM 

WU' 1D Ital7 Uld 1D tbo lle4UoUUMil wao Oftl' • '1'h11 no oo· 

• 
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• 
tM .. 1uu •de•Mlt7 _..a a ·- -ullnltt• to tM 

plea ~ JII'OY14Da 1a taot 13 ~ .. fd 1- eDd ba1t' 

tbt __.., t MIT'· '11111 plu 18 1a aot-.1 ,._ .. fd 

lleb& OUI'1e4 oat. 

6. oar relau .. ntla t1ae Itallall Ooftn.Dt 1A th1T 

•U•• _, abo lie ooaa1Ufoe4. 'l'bl17 T11J'N114e~ ttwa tleot 

eDd tlaei'O 1T .. 4oabt fd tM ultlaato 1'1pt ot tbt .A.111TT to 

41•PH• or u u tbt7 .,. uoille. ...,..,.. Adii1Joa1 .AII4ftW 

TC uaJat at !'Ueato 1A -•'tCltiODOO or 111llala tbt Ital1AD 

JPloot, 11bloh 1184 b-ftlJ' OTMpM ,.._ tM 0l11toho1 fd tbt 

Oo~ .. , Without boaYJ' lo81, thnntOI"WU'Cl •- aot1nl7 

OJIP107ed 1A tbo All.1e4 1AWNTt. .l Nlat1oaab1p baT booD 

OTtabl1The4 betnela tbt ItallaA noot Ul4 tho B1'1t1Th all4 

AMr1oaa noot• alODST14o ot 11,taoa th17 ... operat1Ds wbioh 

OT1'ta1D17 1apl1TT thJt YT Thou14 tNat thJa pl'Opol'lJ' all4 Y1th 

4UO OODT14o .. t10D. .l pr1JOD01' dt YU' 1J 0118 th1Ds but ODOO 

J'OU aooopt a -·• ''"looT Ul4 to t1pt• at J'Oil1' T14o ap1A1t 

tho •-~.a 411'to-t atatu aa4 Nlat1oaab1p ... 

TTtabl18ho4. I hope tb11 •7 be pat1oatl7 loob4 1Ato beoauo 

at PI'OTTDt tbt B1'1Uala .lde1Mlt7 tool •ooatortablo about tbt 

poT1U• 1Ato 111lloh w baft cot. 

7. · I Thall 110 40iillt baft to .U. a •ta~t to 

r .. l~t 1A tbt - r.tve Ulll 1rOIIl4 PI'OPO"• llllbjoot to 

JOII1' •••••at, •-th1Dc aa toUn•• 
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tile tlltve eiQ)lo,..nt u4 tS.•po•&l ot tile Itali&D neet 

bal \IHil tbe 1ubjeot ot •"- 41I01UIIt101l. Ill part1oulu 

ocme14el'&t101l ba1 bee shea to tile s.-dl&te relllto:rceMat 

ot tile SoY1et Ja<r7 eltbe:r tJ'OII AD&lo-AM:rlcaa o:r Itall&D 

reiOIU'Oel. 011. tbele 41eGUI101le I baft 11.0 ltateMDt to 

.ate otbe:r tball to 1a7 tbat at pre•ent no cbange 11 con­

teiQ)lated 1.D tbe azoNIIPMII.tl wltb tbe Ital1aa laval 

Autbo:rltl .. 11114e:r Yblob Itali&D lblp• aa4 "tbel:r oren take 

part 1.D tbe 0~ •t:ruale ap11llt tbe eUIIJ 1.D tbe 

tbeatrel where tlle7 aow opel'&te. It -7 well. be tound tbat 

tbe sene:ral que1tlon ot ell.eiiJ o:r ex-e~t.e~~J tleet 41•poaal 

1bould beet be lett oft:r tUl tbe ell4 ot tbe wa:r agalnet 

botb 0.~7 aa4 Ja~, wbea tbe entire po11t1on can be 

au:rYe7ed b7 tbe Yloto:rlou• Allle• u4 wbat 11 r1gbt and j uat 

caa be done. 
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,_., !be Preo14nt ot tM Viut.ct Stltll 

lhllllelP 60a rn.4 Oo\l~Z 

rn. IUAiltell' to PMildnt 1-0ftlt. PllPIOII&l 

Ul4 -t MONt. .., 11 .. 6Ql, ~ll' 602. 

- :aJ' -ct:11Uiatel)' )ll'en4 Sna tel•&Na· -otlte tllat - th1lP4 ot u. Italian lll1pa 1a 0111' po11o1110D 

YOII14 -t to: 

1.7 battloob1PI 
t 6 1aoh aru1ooro 
0.7 5·3 1aoh orulooro 
3. 3 . 4eltll'o)'oll'l 
T·T tor.Po4o boato 
6.7 OOI'ftttel 
1·3 .-..n-o 
VlleNU a.t tM lullau uk tOP Ul4 n.t tbo 

lll'ttlala .. ... to ... 

1 11&tt1HIIQ 
1 uetoor 

f ::::: 
,o.ooo tau ot •I'OIIIat ~· 
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..... lA Laa40D 

111100 
laP ' 1853 a 

Yo• ._. P:re1~t ot t11a 'llll1te4 atate• 

llo. 601 j,11e4, OU9125 Z 

Pl't. 111D11ter to Pl'e11dellt loo .. ft1t pen-.1 u4 
801t IIOl'et. 

Tev nu.'be:r '85 • !but ;rou fti'J 1111oh tor JOUP 

•-• .. out no lbaePI •:r-• at OUP o1~11141 at 

I:raq. Let • :reo1p:rooate b;r &1Y1Aa ;rou.,r- t &IIUPUOI 

tbat .,. baYI no tb0\18ht ot t 1J1a to PD. 1D. ;rour 

1D.te:reltl 01' pi'Opel't)' 1D. 

be:r at'te1' ba'liiiC _,_ bar belt lft'Yl"l to tba 

1 ~--at leut ut 10 1-. u JOII1' ....-.1• HJ'ftllt 11 •­

te4 wUia tba OGII4ut ot bar atta1n. I WU1 'b:r1Jia tile 

•tt•:r bet- tba 0&1»1Mt Oil In h;r u4 laope to teleSNP!a J'W 

s tsate1;r tba:reatte:r. 

aout t11a IB41& o... •U•U•· I ~~ope t11a on:r 

-
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• 

OptD:Ptii41tl .. 1a tile a1.a PaoU'lo tbeltn • . 
-Ia t• tile .... 1e•. I 111&11 'be a 11p&1 •Jaort-

lJ aD tile Wi4el' UptOtl 

Abollt 11 • .7. Ul4 I u wa1t1q to noe1ft 

&D!~r"'iot tile Scwllt a...-t 'beton atW.I­

• 11J II1JIIl 'lltletber tllen 11 &DJtiWic elee 'ft ND 

Aboat tile Italian lh1PI et aeteM. I ftll -oh ltal't-

1e4 bJ the pnu aaaounte ot rour talk with thea. 1'hl Runian• 

haft Uftl' uad ta. GDI-thlr4 at t ile Italia 1t11p1. But OD17 

tor tile epea U'i o ••••ell .ant1oned at . . .... an4 asreed to bJ 

u at ~hll'an . See lbt whiah tollon . Ve haft Uftr asreod, 

•• TOll Jmcw, t o &DJtb1DI be:J'Gftd t h11. Ve 111&11 new •ee wll& t 

tile Italia naation will bo and whit her t he Ca.biDH Cb1ete 

ot the Start 'ftN r18ht 1n their a ppNhenl1on• ••t ta.t b 1n 

.r.s ••• 1372 dat ed 28tb-12-" 3 · rz.o. JOUl' .-83 I inter tbat ... 

- to ao • with tile po11or ot l 01n'•l v • .r. •- ••itllb and 

.-..1oaa ltlipe till W oaa pt tile Italian~'. I tlleNtON 

ll!IPit tJal to110Wial jo!at ...... to 1J,.J, r.. JOU &lid -~ 

le&Sal· 
AltbouP tile hiM 111Jailtel' 1a1tnated .Aabae•ada. 

01uk ~ .... tell ,.. tllat tile 4elti'Olftl ... aft lell41a& TOll 

wn old, tldl wu ~ tol' tile RD or alleol'Dte tNn•-.u. IA 

bet ta.r - po4, IMI'Ytoeable ..._., .Ute .Uloiat t• 

eaoon ft\Jo .... - ~ T t'lMt dii...,.N 1a tile 'tlbole 

B~n 
----------~~--~ 

Regraded Unclassified



t 

I&al.S.JIM7, U. Net beiq oldno lloetrop•• Uld toppedo 

11oate. _,no••• u... I&al.S.. lloeboron, 1lb8D we llo pt 

......... U.olutolr uat1ttod ra. won 1a u. .OPth Y1tbout 
' 

wo'pJ ~ .. ru. !laePorm .. tboupt u. 8 11b1oh tiM 

BPlts.Ja .oo-t taawo rOIIIId '101114 be aia ... u •• &114 110ro 

OOD'IeaiODt r- ot help to JOU• !be PriM MlaJ.ItOI' Npota 

tbat 1M ouuaot IPAPO &1Q' DOW llolti'OJOI'I at U. PNIODt tiM, 

Bo 1oM 2 lut woolt, - 1a tbe lllllleiall OOD'IOJ, Uld tor tho 

1Uid1Jaa at OftiiLORD al- bo bae to lloplo,o, tOI' oloeo taehoro 

YOPit aptaet tbo b&ttorloe ao towor ttuua' •2 lloeti'OJOr•, a 

lal'p Pl'DPOI'ttOD or 11111oh •:r be Hlllt. Bft1'7 olqlo ., ... ol 

tbat be bu or th1a Olul 11 beiq Uecl to tbo Ut801t PNI8UI'O 

1a U. •- cau... 'ftw IIO'fa•at ot tbe .Tapaue•o tloot to 

Slappon oN&to• a DOY e1tuat10D ror 111 both 1a tbe IDilian 

Oooa. 'IIIII ticht1zla 1a tile Anaio briclaobeall &114 gonOPall:r 

thl'olapout tile .. 41toi'I'MO&D 11 at 1tl be1Sht. i'llll 'IAit troop 

OOD'fOTI UO 01'0111zla tiM AtlUat1o Y1th tiM United Stato1 Azw:r 

ot LibeNt10D. 'IIIII llllllliall OOD'IOJI UO be111& I'UD up to tho 

lut !Uiauto betON OQ!II411) With '101'7 IIH'17 dolti'OJOI' OIOOI'ta. 

J'1aall7 U.N 11 Oftii41D 1t11U. !llo 1'1'1114eat1 1 poe1t10D 

11 •'•"11'17 ltNiMII, 'llllt 1a t!a11 0011 a1111;r 'beca111o ot U. 

poat •Mll Uld aots'l1t;r or tbo .,. .. u_ 1a tile Pao1t1o. Our 

Jo1at 1atlat1au to 4e11ftp to 7011 tile I&al.S.. lh1p1 ap11d 

1lpOil at lloloow Uld ftboPaa •n sa 111l&lt01'14, &114 we •hall put 

tile PM1t10D to: 117 to tbe n.J.S.. loft-at at tile tiM 

ftlll 1t 11 -1'01411114 Uld tbo 1UW .satft~Ntab Oftl' tbeil' 

m~n 
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re8PQD8ib111t1ee • 
• 

41tlpon ot tile JUlia .. '7• lnlt oal7 ot eznoo111q tb&t 

•1Pt nth tu leaet bull to - 0- 1Dtereltl. .. ... 

ft1le all .., .,.o1t1e4 8b1pe &N 'be1Dc prepared tor 4111HrJ 

Clavob111. ..I .... to StaliD ...S.. 

I _.t lead JOil 11J ..... It OOIICKtulaUOIUI - tile 

pu4 ttpt1Dc ot JOU tl'OO)Ie, puot1eulal'l7 &be Vll1W Stet 11 

!bUd J)1Y111• 1a tile AU1o 'llridpbead. I - alft71 diiPlJ 

110nd to tll1Dit ot our - t181lt11a& e1de '117 11d1 1a 10 ...,­

t1e.oe 'lla\tlel ~ ot the tuputac a441t10IUI to our 111•••17 
111l1ob ta.u t-1 ep11odll Yill ..a. ot oour11 I ban been 

ftl'7 UIZJ.ou about t1w b:r14pbead 'lltlere n ban 10 little 

powad to 11n. !'M •tab• ... ft:l'7 ll1p • both 11411 DOY 

aa4 tlw lliiJIIDII 11 lGDI-dre'IIL. I feel IUJ'e ft 1ball Y1D 

'botll llere aa4 at 0&111Do. 

Ve oe:rte1Alr do baft p1eDt7 to 'lrO:riT ua DOY tbat oUJ' 

reepeot1ft ~OMo1el feel eo,_.. tlw ftol.e nr 11 u a ood ..... 
•o Sla 

• • 

• 

• 

Regraded Unclassified



Deal for Italian . Ships 
.. ·A!J( ) 

Pl•n to ~·Third ol th~ Fleet . . . 
To Russil H.s W orld Jmport•nc• 

• 

1ID1 Y()<>A TL~, 
L tol!lrcb 19U. 

fi<IIUilRt thnmJh tbi' sti\IU to the 
Da.ltle wo\lld b4 veroj Mr.ardovl , 

l ln ll'II!!!I'U&t• (i.e No"t.llt!!IY 
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.RUSSIANS TO SHARE ITALIAN FLEET 

Now Yorl< Ti 
4 M 
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arch 1944 ' 
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4 warch 191.1. . 

ROOSEVELT NEWS A 

Greeks and 
Had Been 
-Blow to Crews 11 Seen 
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Pl'OIII ... IIA LoadOJl 
to1 tbe Preaideot tet th~ United Stat•• 

lo. 6oO J1'1led I 3/1805Z 

Prt.a •~•tar te Preaideot RooaeYelt. PeraoDal 
aDd .oat aeoret. 

Reternoe .., ~atelJ preoad1JI8 telegraa. Vaah­
iDCtOD Pl'idaJ trOll Reuter. ft.& ot reoeipt 1720 31'4 lluch. 
••& be&iDBI 

Preaident RooaeYelt todaJ aDDOUDOed that ItaliaD 

warahipa are readJ to be aent to the RuaaiaD laYJ. D1acuaa­

lODa tor tr&Deterrtaa roushlJ 1/3 ot the Italian Pleat to 

Ruaa1a1 
the President aaid, were about halt co.pleted. 

Preaideot RooaeYelt aaid that the v.s. aDd BritaiD 

_. -'"adJ ua1q •- ItallaD toaD&p. ll"torta are nov 

beiq •d• to detel.'aiDe how M11J ot theae ahipa or itae1r 

ecawtPl•t can be turDad onr to the ltlaaal&D laYJ. ..rahal 

Bta11D had rel~ the qaeatloa throqJl hia AMeaaador 1D 

Vaahilllt.OD· 

Preald&Dt BooaPelt atreaHd tllat ao 1011& aa the war 

laated the A111ea Will 111e Pd'Jthilll anoat apiult tha 

~· 
Attar the nzo l_.tbilll IIOZOe pe-at would han to 

' . 

.. 

Regraded Unclassified



• 

• 

, 

• 
be deolded. Auld~ tbl lblp• would be •••ld 'bJ 

Itllialle, tbl Pree1d•t NP111d tblt •- •7 aad •- •7 

DOt. Itlliall lblpe 11b11h hid IIOipld t o thlt BallMJ"10 

hlaade. he 1114, were a lpuilh probl•· 

Pree1d1Dt ·, oo••••lt ezpla1Did ~ 11DOe I t alJ. 

IUJII'IDdll'ld to the u.s. , Jlzo1te1D .-d Ru1111, 1t ••• tho\llht 

adY1Nble to d1etr1'bute the rtlliall ft11t •0Uih17 OD the 

ba11l of .. ..a. HI would DOt II)" bOY -b liOIIDI&I Yll 

1DYObld. 

l o 818 

• 

Regraded Unclassified
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IP'rC.I • IU LoDdOD 
!o: !be Prea1dnt or th.-Un1tedtltete•• 

599 Piled: · 3/1805Z 

VllCC 
03 ..,. 
1820 z 

P~ Jlln1ater toJ.Preeidnt looM.,.lt. • Pereooal aDd 
aoat aMret. . ' Reuter annouacu the .. ua1e 1D 111 ~atelJ 

tolh•in8· Can th1a be ' true' 

• 
• 

\ .II 

.} 
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3 ...,.RC!i 19U 

TO 'l'ru. I?IIL..i: !.UNI::>'I'-ll , Jrl.86 
...,...Hb&L l>'l'hl.IN, 0)1628 NCR 91.61. 

In reply t o ins is tent <!Ue~tioning et a press con-

fe enoe today I s tated that Italian merchant ships end war 

sh i ps are now being used in our war effort by t he Allied 

•. editerranean ootEand and that some or the Italien shio& 

or ~ubstitutes therefor trom the British and ~ericsn 

toaooge will be alloca ted to the Soviet Na~/ to assi st in 

tbeir roqui rement 3 tor their wor etrort. 

HOO:Sl:.VLL'l' 

- 1 -

Regraded Unclassified



} /lOw : Th.<. J.'ll.t.<>I IJZm' 

TO TW:: PiliJuE JNI .:>T Lll 

NO 485 , 3 •w<ilCh 191.4 

Ref erri ng to 59 5 • • . • 

I ho ve Stalin ' s ~essagu of February 26t h addre~sed 

to bo t b or us in regnr d to tho l oon of eight destroyers end 

re ues ting th~ t a t lea~t h lf or them be of u ~darn type. 

It would seem t~t the destroyers you agreed to deliver 

vrould be very useful t o the ~ovift t Navy. I f i nd them 

highly effici e nt for escort duty. 

Con you sugges t anything the L ' 'rould assist i n umki ns n 

reply to U. J . •s meaa~ge regsrdi OG the destroyGrs? 

031630 SCR 91.65 

Regraded Unclassified



1408'1' SIORft 

~IATB 

• SECRET • WAR DEf>ARTMENT 
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER 

INCOMING MESSAGE 

••brual7 29. 1~ 

AG'IIAR tor C Cllllb1JI8d Ohieta ot St&t't' paaa to 
l'l'ee14ent aZI4 State Dept , (llrltan pleaM 
pus) USPOR tor llr1t1ah Chieta ot St&tt 
t~U• to Prae IUJUeter • •oretcn Office 
(AMSSO pleaae paaa) 
Rn!lt ~t,. (AJIS!O pleaM pua) Bq MAAP 

Slped Wllaon cite 1'11)10 (57977W3915) 

' 

'1'hia h llAJ' 6~. Reterence llAJ' 612, 622, 62.-. aZI4 628, 

~.. '1'1» dtuation 11u dnelopad ov1Jl& to ldns havlDg upreu­
"~ Yilllllcneu to accept a propoaal put torwrd b)' the 
Ubet<&l poUt1o&l leader de Klool& 'llhich 1a &lao acceptable 
to 8toraa aZI4 Croce . Thia proposal h that the ld!!g ahould 
appoint the Craw Prince Lieutenant ot the realm, aZI4 hJm1elt 
vithdrav into r:;:~ l1te, An anDOII.JlOe•nt to this etteot 
wuld be Mde atel7 but the s-'Opcaal voul4 only taD 
etteot vt.n Jt~ 1e reached. ~ Craw Prlnoe voul4 then 
l)ll'ocee4 to tor. a DeY goft~nt 0111 a broad b&ee , 

2. '1'1» preaant a1tuat10D 1• that M1ther the politlo&l 
l eader• nor the ldJlg will .a UJ7 t'llrther - or ocmtillue 
m•e otSatlona UDtll tbe7 haft the Yieva ot the il.lie4 OO'Nrn­
:tanta, ~1r poett1011 h tll&t they haft put t ol'Wr4 their 
Mep&ot1-.. propoaala trr a aolutloa ot the political (crlaht) 
aZI4 they nat t pld&noe. 

3. Mnublle Allied Ccmtrol 0-'-alllon baa been inatl'uote4 
t o aoro14 ocmoreratatlona inorolYizls o~~ta aa to t'lltuN 
poUo7. 

llo ssa 
T.U. ot Origin 291130A 

SECRET COPY No. 
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• 
F!Oh '!HE PRIIIE IIINIST!R 

'10 1 THE PRESIDENf 

l«l I 595, 29 FEBRUARY 1944 

• 

I have received from Ambaaaador Clark Kerr the t>a following 

telegrams about Polani ard the oubatituto Italian ohips. They are 

not very pleaoont. I will cable you later about thoo. 

Telegram about Poland bogina. 

• • • • • 
Secor.d telegram begina1 

1. stalin a .. ured oe laot nl~t tbot he was o&tia!ied thllt t hio 

111o0tter had been put right . He modo a oort of gruff apology for having 

had to keep n:e waiting explaining that he had been &1f&y. 

2. He r eferred to his meaaoee t o you of Februnry 26th and prossed 

otrongly for the four modern dootroyore he had aGkod you to let him 

have. He claimed that it should be within reach of the ho l01id1"8 

naval powero to find them. 

J. In reply to a queeUon !1""<111 lllj'Ult he &aid that 1 n tho North, 

the &.ltic ·and Bl&cl< sea, the Red neet einte the boeiming o! the war 

had loot J2 destroyera incluo.i"8 ) flotilla leaders. Tld.a represonl.ed 

liOro than half ito whole otrength in theee n seela. He a&id that it 

you wiahed it he liOuld give )'OU tllll particulars. 

- 1 -
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P110111 PROOER J. V. srALIN 

TO 1 PRISICE!lf F. D. ROOSEV!'LT 
PRniE !II!IISTER fl. S. CIIIRCIIIU. 

DATE1 26 FEBRlJAR! 1944 

• 

I have received through A~baesador Harriman your t wo messages 

ot Fobrw1ry 2!, and 25 regnrdi "B tho ItaliAn vessels. I hove also 

received your joint with ~r. Prime Uiniater message of February 7, 

tranwt ted to l!le by tho Br1Usb A:•bueador Kerr on February 24. 

Thank you nn:i llr. Prime Uinister tor the CO.omlniC&tion &bout your 

dec1a1on to accocpllsb the transtuonce tor tuporary u.se to the 

Soviet Union b)' Gr eat 3r1t...in of 8 deatroyus and 4 subrarinos, and 

&lao a b&ttloahJ.p and :!0, 000 tons ot a:ereho.nt vesoelo, and by the 

United States of a eruioer nnd :!0,000 tons ot merchant vessels. Since 

llr. Kerr s~ec1ally Mlrned that oll th o destroyers nre old, I have a 

certain rea r regarding the fighting quulitioa or thes e destroyers . 

~•un>~hile it seems to lllO, thu t tor the British and Atnerican !le•t• 

it will not present =eh dit!ieulty to allot in the nur.lber of eight 

deatroyora at least holt ot them t>Odorn and not old ones. I still 

h~p• thst you and llr. Primo lliniater will find it possible th>t 1110ng 

the deatroyers being t.rom!errec! there be at least four =dern ones. 

In the tesue of mi.llt:uy o;>e111tiono on the part or Gen:>nny a nd lt:Lly we 

lost a considerable part ot our destroyers. Therefore it 1s quito iD­

portAnt !or us to have at leaet a pu rtial replocOl!lOnt ot these losooo. 

SECRET 
- l-

Regraded Unclassified
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SICRI!I' 
PRIORI!Y 

FROlh OPMAV 

fO ALUS~A, IIOSCOII 

f'OR IW!SHAL STALl~ FRCII 1'11! PRUI DENT . 

Rererr1n& to ~ ••••&&• ot 2S February 1944, I ha•• had a reply 

h DCIW ocnfi rM d e 

ROOSE\'BLT 

- l -
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23 J'ob:I'IIU'7 19" 

J'rollr Loa4011 

J'Ol'l 'l'ho Pl'oe1dont ot tho '011.1 ted. Stat01 

tiled 232300Z 

Pl't.o K1D1ato1' to Pl'oe1dont RooaoYelt . Pel'aOD&l 

u4 110at eoo:ret. Jllmbol' 590 . 

• '!0111' 'TS · DoUY .. J ot OU1' joint telopoaa to 8tal1D 

about tho eiUpo waa d.ola,.cl b;r tbe abeonoe ot 8tal1D t'1'o. 

Jloaoow, 1t bef..n& hoped tbat tt. pononal del1ft1'1 ot tiUa 

~t1GD b;r tho .ubanadozo would pon1bl;r noke ac.e 

oxp:ren1on ot pleaaUN tl'.- tho Potentate, vll1oh would 

oheel' OU1' wa;r; Howenl', I :re• tol'llar told. Clark Ken to 

hand. 1t in. I aa 101'1'1 thel'e 111ould. ban been IOM d.elar , 

ho wae ozpeotod. baek eYel'J d.a;r . 

I .. "1'1 8184 to ban J'OI1I' tole...- about Spain. 

Wo S1& 

• 

Regraded Unclassified



•• 
SEC@l' 23 .UIRIW!Y 1944 

F ROil: OPN.. V 
'1'0 ..LU:,&, LONDON 

NUIILBffi 475 , t;ECR.o.T ..NO P.o.R...ON..L, FRO;o TilE PRESIDo:J'lT r'OR 

TliJ:. loOkllU.H t...VAl. P:t.~ON. 

Reference your 565 and 567. 

The following message from bt~lin and my reply thereto 

ore quoted for your information: 

,.UOTJ>. STALIN to HOO.>hVALT. I have received your mea-

sage or .februery 18. Thank you for the intonnation. 

It, however, does not exhaust the question since there is 

nothing mentioned in it about the Anglo-American destroyers a nd 

submarines instead or Italian ones (8 de s troyers , 4 submar ines) , 

eo it was agreed upon at Teheran. I hope to r eceive a speedy 

reply regarding thes e questions , touched in my commun±etion or 

Jenuury 29th . UN~;.UOTE, 

I(UOTE . ROOSEVIJ..T to :,TALI N. I have r eceived your message 

or Februar y 21 regarding t he loan of Anglo-American ships to t he 

Sovi et Navy. 

It was my unders t anding that Great Britain would provide the 

one battleship, the eight deotroye re and the four submarines. I 

have te.legraphed to Prime lolinieter Churchill in regard to thie 

a nd will let you know when I bear from him. Ul'i"<UOTE. 

ROOSEVELT. 

Co~.L-~-=========---1--~======~~==~-J 
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• 
ll.ECRET 23 FABRUARY 1944 

FRl:ll: OPW. V 
TO ALUI!NA, MOSCOW 

NO 231559 NCR 7950 

WARSHAL STALIN FROM THE P~IDENT 

I have received your message or February 21 regarding the 

loan ot Anglo-Am.erioen ships to the Soviet Navy. 

It was m:y understanding tbnt Great Britain ..oul.d provide 

the one battleship, the eight des troyers and the tour submarines. 

I ha ve telegraphed to Prima Minister Churchill in regard to tb i e 

and will let you know when I beor from him. 

ROOSEVJ>LT 

- 1 -

Regraded Unclassified
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21 FhDRIJ/.RY 1944 

FRO.I<: w.R::.hA.L STALIN 

TO THE PRESIDEt~ 

I have recei ved your mesenge of February l B. Thank 

you for the informati on. 

It , however , does not exhaus t t he question, since 

there is nothing mentioned in it about the Anglo-American 

destroyers and submarines instead of Itslian nes (B des­

troyers, L submarines), as it was agreed upon at Teheran. 

I hope to receive a speedy reply regarding these questions, 

touched in my communicat ion or January 29th. 

O!UGlNAL t iled ~P~IDENT-STALlN" folde r. 

- 1 -
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• 
17 FElli!UARI 1944 

FRQI: OPNAV 

TO r .U.USNA, IIOSCOII 

PD!SON.IL AND SECRF.l'. FROII 1'HE PRES! DENT FOR liARS!!AL STALIN. 

Repl.11ng to 70ur meuage ot Jan~&r'7 29, I • pleaoed to intono 

you that tbo t ollO'Id.ng United Stat .. abipo are available tor tenpora17 

uao bJ tho !iaval Coac.ao:l ot the U.S.S.R. unt.l.l adequate I t3llan to~ 

to replace t'- can be placed at tho diapooal ot the Sorlet Un!.on. 

pool. 

The aorcbant sbip (10, 000 tona) • l!ARRI PERCY,• """at Gloosow. 

Tho merchant obip •JOKN GORRIE• (10,000 t ona) , n>w at LiYer--

The cruioer "'IILWAUXl'l!;• will arrive 1n oomo port in the United 

Kingdclll lla~h 8. 

ROOSEVELT 

SE~_ET 

Regraded Unclassified
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~ ORITY 
17 FEBRUAkY 1944 

FRQ.!: OPNAV 

TO ALUSNA, LO!IDON 

MJlolllDI 470 , PERSONAL AND SFCIC'T 1 FROI; TKI:. PRESIDUlT FOR T!!E 

FOI'l.ll:R NAVAL PbRSON. 

I hrve today sent t he rollo>dng quoted me .. age t.o Unele Joo: 

(!UOTE. Replyifl6 to your m••HII• of JU~~.«ry 29, I am ploaaed 

to intom you that tho rollo>dng Urd~ed St.atec ahipa are available 

tor t emporary use by the liaval Caccard or tbo U. S. S. R. until 

adequa t o Italian tonnage to replace thea: ct.n be placed at the 

d1opoaal or the Soviet Union . 

Tho merchant ship (10 , 000 tons) •RAMI PERCY," now at 

Olueow. 

The morchn nt ship "JOHN OORRIE" (10,000 tono) , oow at Liver-

pool. 

Tho cru»er "l£ILMUKI1:" >fill arrive i n oane port in the 

Unit ed Kin&<!om llarch 8. U~TE. 

S~QRET 

Regraded Unclassified



IIAYAI. JIUSAIE • DWTU ~--... CC• l .lCH I 
IILWIDn ! 

CINCLA/4~ 

DITI 

101-11 I .-on 

STft iCKLAND 
l 

' UUIIIAIED IY 

IMDICATl 1Y AI1£11Sl I.DDUIS(U fDI WHICH IIAIL DWVUY IS SATIUACYDII . 

161816 

PIIUDUH -PR~TY 
DUDIID 

l'ti!Olfl'l 

\ 
IIOml[ 

011£11[0 

NCR 42394-S 

INLUS OtlUIWIU IMDICA11D THIS DISPATCH WILL II ~lD WTTM DUIUlD PIIClDOitt. 

Ol lt iiUTOl FILL nl DJTE ll!O TIME DAT£ TIME 

TOT 

!liMED 1•1 Tel Y UPON ARRIVAL IJ I L I'IAUKEE HAVE CAPTAIN ltiFORMED 

ORAI.L '( OF SENSE OF I~YD IS 1ti95f) TOCETfiER I'll TH POSS l S I Ll TV 

THAT TltMISFE 'l L!A Y BE DELAYED OIL CAilC£Lk£l}...Ml.D-l/ES3EL I~" 

BE US[;1 It, EUROPEAII Jf'ERATIDIIS \11TH U.S . CREit . IIISTIWCT -HI M TO PASS I NFORI.IATIO I< TO NO OTHERS 1\ND TO l.i.~KE tl O OBVIOUS 

PREPIIR. TIO 'JS FROll ,fHICH THE EVEIHUALITY UIGHT BE lflFERRED. 

COJ.IDR . BEARD AIID CAPT. ~UI!PHY FROIJ COIAitlCII AND DUORD REl:PFCT~ 

I VEL Y HAVE I NSTRUCT I OtiS TO Dl SCLOSE REASOtl FOR THE IR PRESEIICE 

TO CAPT A I li ONLY. 

Mo. I I.DIIIIAL llo.HILL Mo. I f ·l Dl tHAITI OOIII. ... -. 
SEALED SECRET 

,.ca .. 
.......-..~ .... __ _ 

r 
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16 Pel>nary 19~4 

Aclinir ..:L Leahy infomed l>y t..:Lephono fl"Ctll R•nr Ad:Di r..:L Lard 

t hot the HARRY PERCY, 10, 000 tons , h available in Olusow and 

the JOHN OORRI£, 10, 000 tons, in Liverpool. 

SECRET 

Regraded Unclassified
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PPl/AJ.-3 

Sorio.l : 00445 

UNITfD ST ft TES FL~T 
Heaciquart.er a or t.he Cocaoneer in Chier 

N .. vy De;>artc.ent., lluhi!lllf.on, D. C. 

S&CRFT - SECURITY 11 FEB 191J. 

lfFliORA~WII FOR Allll:li.L LEAHY: 

U. S. S. lliLI\AUltEE is dul.;:rolod tor t.oporary use of the 
!:ava.J. Cornard ot the U.s.s.R. 

I n ant.i ci;>at.ion of t.he Clirect.ive cont.alned in your 
mo=rllndwa of FebNary 10, IIILAAIJXEE was ordered f r <D the Sout.'l 
Atlantic, departed Bahia 8 Februa ry to arrive llew York about 21 
Februo.ry. Six days will be allo><od ! or vo:;at;e r e;>air s at. !1., 
York. ILILI/AUICEE will be ao.llod to a United Kil'lj;doc ;x>rt. in C""J"''IY 
with convoy OT-9, departing New York 27 February &rrlvt.~g United 
Kin;!doo 8 !.larch. 

Acbirul, U. S. Navy 

SECRET 

Regraded Unclassified
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Februa.ry 10, 1944 

/ffiiORMIDUU FOR 

Admiral K1f18: 

The Pr esident desires thl:t. ono light cruiser be 

diapatched without dela,y to a port in the United Kined<>" for 

tcporary uoe of t he Naval C<.:.and ot the U.S. s . R. 

Please infona ""' as to the noae of the cruiser 

and the date of its arrival in the United Kingdon i n order 

that the Soviet Goverrrnent may be intonned by t elegrao. 

lsi WILJ,IAll 0. LEAHY 

SECRET 

Regraded Unclassified
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!ffiiOitANDUll FOR 

f'ebNar)' 10, 194!. 

Adndnbtrator of \Yor Shipping 
Ad;oinhtr&tion 

Tbe President desires tlu.t 20 ,000 tons ot merchant 

ohi p9111Cr be ;,ade availeble at the earliest pncticable date in 

a port or por ts of the Unl. t ed KincrdDa for tcpor.,cy use by the 

ll.nal Co-n•rrl o! the U. S. S. R. until 5UCh t.i.ae ao an equivalent. 

tonnage of I talian lilOrcbant shippinr can be made available. 

Plea se i ntom me as to the names and number of the 

ahipa , the ports i n ~bicb t hey •d.ll be made ~v&ilable to the 

U. s . S.R. , and the tL~• that they will be availabl e in order 

that the Soviet authorities may be in!or:oed by telegraph. 

I •I 1\'ILLlAII D. WHY 

SECRET 

Regraded Unclassified



II fllB!li!ARY 1944 

P'ROih OPIAV 
f O 1 J.LIJSNA, LOIIOON 

IUIIBEJI t 82, PERSONAL ANfl SECRET, FOR THE FORIIER NAVAL PERSO!l FROII 

fll& PRSS11l1!21T , 

Your 672 i o ooknowlodged. I wi ll be Yory .uoh interooted in 

Onole J •a reply and I hope it wil l quiet tbe gro.l ca thio aubjeot 

tor ooee tLM. 

ROOSMLt 

- l -

COPY tor "1111 t 60 I!'ALT ( 2) 0 
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no• 

tnl.U(O IY ~ .EMARDS Cl llCLAIH II 
~ 
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TOl COOUOOM 1.252 

OltOOID If BE!d:ETT /YORK • / , .lA,HlAS!O OEtlNETT i 
n I 

UY 
t -..ru TIOI DCUATUI. .,l1 N. ,....llTD Willi Dlrtatrl H (t(O(IM( ..... .U I.OtllllltTU.TifL 

C71931 HCR 42217 
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OJIClMJTOl flU IK OAT( IJIO TtltE: OAT! TUllE " ICT 21! 

PLACE OHE OLD CRUISER OF CRUDI V T~O AT COUINCH 

DISPOSAL AT NEW YORK TO BE READY FOR DI STANT SERVICE 

AS SOON AS PRACTICABLE. ADV ISE DATE. THIS IS FOR A 

SPECIAL UISSIOII r-iOT COUTEI.IPLATED IN ANY PLAN HITHERTO 

DEFI NI TELY OR TENT A Tl VEL Y PROIJULGATED. FURTHER l llF OR-

t.IAT ION BE l NG FURIIISHED 8\' MAI L . 
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FP.al: TilE PIU:SlDt.!ll' A~TI TilE PRDil. llli:IST>h 

TO : l!ARSIIAU. STALIN 

LAT!: 7 PEERUARY l91J. 

The r eceipt ie acknowledged or your messaec in r egard to hAndine 

ovor ItBliDn shi ppi.ng to the Sovht. 

It io our intention t o ~rry out the t roneror agrePd to at Teheran 

at the eDrliest <U.te practic&ble without hazarding the succe•o of 

AhVIL and OVlitLOi\D which open.tions we ill agree mould be giv~n first 

priority in our eom>on effort to defeat Gor:uey at the earliest po&-

dble c!Lt~. 

There 1s no thought of not carl'yi 11g throuE;h the transfers agreed 

at Teheran. The Briti sh bat tleship and the Americ~n cruiser can be 

made available without a ey d ela,y, and an eftort will be made at once 

to make available 1'r0111 the British Navy the eieht eeatroyero . Four 

eublliBrines will also bo provided l<'lll;>ora.rily by Or ent Britain. 

I 11111 convinced that disaffecting tho Italian Navy at this t ime 

""uld be ><hat you have so aptly ten>:ed an unnecessary diversion and tlwt 

it •ould ad•er•elT affect the prospects or our eueceso in Frenee. 

ROOSEVELT. CttJRCIIILL 

The above messa,;e to STALI N, signed Jointly by the PP.ESIDI:.Nl' 
and the PRI!JE IIIJiiSTI.R, waa dispatched trwo London to llos co• 
on 7 Pebruary l91J., through Sritieh communication channels. 

SEp~_ET 

Regraded Unclassified



Pr01111 11111 tazoy Attache London 

T01 ~ President ot the United Stataa 

lfo. 572 Plied 07/2315Z 

Prime K1n1ater to Pl'ea1deot personal and ooat 

secret. lfumber 572 . 

Mao:r t banlca tor :rour owaberG5a) I have d1s­

pa,cha4 tha meaaase to u. J . 

lfo s1a 

. . 

~ t; .fc·l ~~· ....;. .1 ~ II ->, 7 
c.....,. ·,1 ,t' 1 · ••·· A4 • ...... 't. V·¥. ~ 

··""e. ·., e;.. ;..,..~ ......u -.4. ~ ~ tl/C-· 
~ A • • • ; .,_..tit v . .r.,:, •-cc.t ... ICA c..c. r- · -o • 
"JN· ~t . 

Regraded Unclassified



• 

I •• 

5&CRIT 1 I'URIWIT 1944 

OP PIUORITT 

PROIIo OPNAV 
TO I J.WSNA, LOll!XJI 

PBRSONJL AllD SECRET. N"lllc'llE!I • &8, FROII TB!l PRESIDOO fOR T!ll: 

FORIIER NAVAL PERSON . 

TOOR 667 !!BETS 'lilTS IIY APPROVAL, lJFON RECEIPT OF lJl!CLE JOE'S 

ArCBPTANCE OF 1RE PROPOSAL I lllLL SEND 1RE CRUISER TO O. lt. 

ROOSBVELf 

• 1 • 

t OPY tor ••ao ITALY" 

Regraded Unclassified



COPY 

fro~~~: lULl tary Attache London 
To The President of the United ::tatet 

No ~67, ~ F'eb"'uy 1941.. 

PRIUF MI!IIS'l'ill TO PRESI OEI;T ROOSEVT'.LT. PERSONAL AND !lOST 

SECRJ:'I'. NUliBER 56?. 

Your 456 . Although we have a perf•ct right I still shr ink 

!roo~ tllldng t he four I tr.J.ian subllarinee aa it ..,ul<l seem to raise 

the "'hole issue "" have been trying to avoid for ouch a S!!al.l r eturn. 

I will therefore provide four of oure to briege the gap till we can 

Lake the I t.&lians•. They are 110dern veuela and we shall "ant them 

4ter on agaiMt Japan. For the next six 1110nths we can s pare them. 

I will ther ofore send on :your telerr""' with the following amer.d!:lents: 

About the 80th word for "Diocuoeed" say "Agreed", and about 

35 words further on i nsert "Four submarines will elso be ;>rovided 

temporarily by Gr eat Britain. " On receipt of your OK I will dispatch 

signed "llooeevelt . Churchill . • 

Regraded Unclassified



SIICRft 

rROih 
TO 

4 PIBRUARY l$44 

OPIIAV 
ALUSIIA , LO!IllO!l 

llt7118&1! 468. PeRSONAL AIID SBCRE'I' m11 TH& PR&SI DENT FOR THE 

FOR»lR NAVAL PERSON, 

Roterrins to your 662 o.nd 866 1 t 11 ousseotod that our reply to 

U. J . ohould bo ia ott oot •• tollowtt 

"Tho roooipt i o aokoowlod£od ot your .. oaago in resard 
to handing OTOr Italian ahippinc to tho So9iot, 

•n 11 O<lr illtoatiOR to oarry O<lt tho tranotor ap-ood 
to at teb.eran at the earlleat dat.e praotl.cable without hatard.­
lD& tho ouooooo or J.!IVI L and OWRLORD wllioh operations we 
all a,.reo ohould bo t;i'l'OD tiret pr iority i a our co=-oa 
ottort to defeat Gerany at tho oarUut pouible date. 

"Thoro 11 ao thOU&ht of not oo.rryiat; thr<llgl> the tr&lll• 
foro dioouo ood at Teheran . The Britiab battle ahip and tho 
Aaorioo.n oruioor can be •do nailablo without any delay , 
and an oftort wi ll bo .. do at onoo to •ko available t r ... 
tho Britloh Navy the olght doatroyero, Four aub .. rlnea 
will bo taken tr0111 Italy, 

"I om ooa9inood that di .. trootiag the Italian !!avy at 
thla tlao would bo what you hl'l'O oo aptly toi'Md an uaneo­
ooaot.ry dl•oroioa and that it would a d•oraoly att eot the 
proapeott of our auoc••• in France.• 

It wo oollt to U.J. a liiOOI&l;O llallar to tha abon, it will ia-

... 1 .. ald.!~£ na1lable tho battlooblp an d eruhor at oooo, aend1D& 

tho .. robant ahipping to biJa wi thout n oid&blo de l ay, and taking troa 

Italy tour aubaarinea frc. thoae aow J~a our poe aea11oa which 1 bell••• 

11uaber about th1r ty. 

Uador the ooadltiona oxtotiag at proooat and prior to a auoeeoa 

in laadlnc OVERLORD and ANVIL I would pro!'or that tho U .1. find tho 

- 1 -
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C""Y 

d"troyera tor t.l\11 oontr1buti01l ao oo ldncily othrod 1D your 56&. I 

aood all or oura that oaa bo made ndlable tor ourroat &ad poodinc 

oporat1cou 1D tho Pao1t1o . 

It ..... to .. that, lt thh •tt or ot joil>i~~& w1 th Bri ta1D and 

tho Oui tod Stot u in prortci1D& Ruooia with noodod ohipo &hould bo 

dipl..atie&lly proooatod, tho l t&li aa Go•oraaaat could otfor no •alid 

objootiO<t to toldas put in tho co...on ottort by tho prortdon or 

tour oub:llo..rinol at thi l tllllOJ or it alsht bo b"t to oimply diroot tho 

Al l1od C~dor in tho llodi torr &noaa. 111looa , to oood f OJr Jtali&n 

oubMr i noo i n tow to a port in o .x. without •ldnc an)' oxpl &nation t o 

the Itallana of their tuture u.~e. 

Please l et .. ha•e your ree.ot1ca to theee auueeti ona and your 

draft of a propoted reply t o O.J.•a ,rowl . 

ROOSEV!ILT 

- 2 -
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COPY 

FROlh AVEVB&JISY LO!iDOM 
TO r TH! PliES I IEliT OP TH! Ulllf!D STATES 

110 15e5 , S FliBRUARY lK4, 

PRIUE IIINIST!lR TO PR!lSID!lNT ROOSSVELT, PERSONAL AND IIOST SI!CR&T, 

1. P\Jrth.- to rq 582. llo ooul4 rnert to the 14u or ookillc tho 
ling and B&docl1o to h&Dd uo o.er 8 dootro1••• and 4 oub .. r1aoo t or 
tranoror to tho Ruooiano. Thi o 1111cht .. oily oauoe a a1t1 a7 ia tho 

Itd1an Float at tho pruoat '""'Y dancorouo ti•· I oa told that tho 
ltd 1IUI llny 1o alroa~ worrhd by the attaolto that are • do on tho 

sonrzuoeat they han hitherto obeyed. 1 ohould thiak it quito U kol7 
that Badocl 1o wou ld throw in h1 o haad rathe r than acroo to th1o demand . 
Ao he 1o oo ottoa boinc told that he 1o to be kicked out ao ooon ao we 

s•t'to Rome , he doll DOt •••• to haTe .uoh to lo••· Tber• •r• on ly 7 
I talian clootro,-ro in tho whole Itd1an llaey &Dd tbeoo are all bolas 

uood la tho bony oporatlono nCM in pror;rou in tho lledi torranean. 

2. Ia thou olrowutaneu h1o ll&~ot1' • Go.emMDt 1o prepared to 
Clad 8 dutroyoro tor loan to the Ruoolaao poadlac dol hory ot tho 

Itali an n uolo. Tbooo will ot oGUroO 'b<l old dootroy.,.• , ao.t ot thoa, 
t hooe that we cot IJ'om you ia 1941 . Tiley are howo.er ooniooablo and 
will otoaa and ticht . n.. Ruooiana will not uu tboa la tho aa. OGil• 

bably lie in barbour ia llor thera Ruaai aa Porto, Bore they wil l be a~1l• 

able tor t raiaiac tho or••• whiob oan an tbo 1 tali an doo\royoro wlloa 
tho•• are handed our and ban boon ti ttod tor Arot1o work. I a n ow or 
tho ""'raoiouo taao or Stdia'o reply and rrldoat Bowiot rol\toal to t.ry 

- 1 • 
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to ~orot&Od our poaitioa whiob waa oo patioatly &Dd ooaoidoratoly 

oapla1Dod, I ha,.. little dcoabt that tboy wi ll reproach uo upOD tho 

quality of thooo ~•• ••lo . It i o h .. ,,.., tho boot we o&D do, 

s. It will be 11oro d1tt1oult tor u to t1ad ' old ou._,.inoo, 

a.ad • O&IUiot apare any ot t he 11..., on• • wb.i oh 11re in coatt&J:tt aot1oa. 

Wo obould bo f>l&d t herefore it you could oupply tho10 011 loaD uat 11 we 

O&D f>Ot tho Itali&D oratt, 

'• t.t .. mow bow you tool about all thio , &Dd I wi ll thea 

eubai t to you. a dratt tl-011 ut both to 0Dole Joe. 

PlUIC! 

_,._ 
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PROIII 
TO 

AM>!l«<USST LOIIOOII 
THE PRESIDENT OF TBS UIIITID STAT!S 

!10 

PRlWE lalfl ST&R TO PRBSIDE!IT , PERSONAL AliD S!CRET, 

The foll0111l!f1 ha s juot u ri ... d frOID U, J , ..,dIll I do not lmow 

whath .. you ~ ... a separate oopy I rep .. t it to you with tho tollowins 

OO ... Kit l "!lhat Ollll )'OU axpaot frOII 0. beU' but 0. $TOWlf 0 

•rroa Prellior Stdin to Fri- llia h t ar ..,d Fraaidant 
Rooee .. lt. P•r•ona l .nd aeoret. 

" I r eoei n d on the 2:src1 J o.nuo.ry both )'OW' joint Moaogea , 
ol&o•d b)' )'OQ lfr, PriM llioiahr , lllld. you , loll". Preoidoot, re• 
co.rd.iQ& the que ation at the ~nd.iQ& onr of Italian ahlppin& 
tor the uae ot tho Sowiot 11DiOD, 

"I ..,,t say that , arter your joiot t.ttlr&&t ive reply at 
Tohraa to tho quoa tion which I r aiaed or tlte ht.ad.i~~t; over to 
tho Scrri et Union ot It..lillll ahippb>t; by tho end of J anuary 194,, 
I oonolderod thi a question aat tlad r.ad tho thousnt never on­
tared~ mind of tho pooaibility ot o.ny kind or r oconoidaration 
or this decision which waa taken l.nd O.t;rood botwOOD tho throe 
of ua. .ll! the 10oro 10 a1noo , o.a wo agreed at tho t i liO, thi a 
quoation was to be oomplotoly aottl od. with tho Ita!iaos . !low I 
, .. that this ia not 10 and that nothin& has eTer been mentioned 
to tbo ltalilllla on tho aubje ot. 

" In or der hcnre..-er not to oo.:pl1oate th11 queatiOD • whiob 
i t of ..oh &root 1~ortanoo for our OOII&OD otru&&le a&ainat 
GarM.QY, the Sonet Go'Un>moot 1a prepared to aocept your pro­
poa.X rtf1Vd1Q& tho doopat ob froa Britiah Porto to tho USSR ot 
t ho Battloohip Roral s crr•reifiD lllld cae orulur, r.ad rot;o.rdin& 
the toaporo.ry uao of tlloao 'UtUlt by tho la....X HiP, C..,_.,d of 
tht USSR until auoh tiM aa the approprio.t e I tallu ablppiDfl It 
• de afti!able to tho Sonot Union . Sillilarl:r we ahdl ba pre­
po.red to r.ocept fraa the USA lllld Great Britain 20, 000 t 0111 ot 
Mrohut ab l ppin' which will a.lao be uud. by ua until ouch tlaa 
at r. t iailar t aanate or J taliii.D tbippinfl i t h.ndtd O?Or to Ulo 

It 1o baportllllt tha t there ahould be no delaya aaw re,ard1DI the 
.. ttar ud that al l tho ohippin& iadiootad ahould be handed o .. r 
to u a duriDfl tho month ot February. 

0 lD your reply bowt?Or thora i a DO montioD or the blllldio~ O?or 
to the Smot UAioD of 8 ltall.o.n deatroyora ud 4 aubtar ineo, to 

- l -
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tho b&Ddiur; mer of which to tbo So•1ot 1Jn1oo at tbo oad 
ot Jt.nuaT)' YOQ• Mr. Pr1.M ltiniater . &ad you , Mr. Preaident , 
or;rood 1u TeborUJ. l!o..,..bil o , tor tbo SOYiot Union tbio 
•• ,.,. queetian, the queatioo or deatroy.re a.rad aul:aaa.rtnea , 
without wh1oh tbo haudil>r; onr of ouo bottloah1p aud ouo 
eruioor hao no •1r;u1~1o0l>oe , 11 or o•p1tal 1~ortauoe. You 
UDdtratand youreelvea that a oruiter and a battleahip are 
poworloaa without oaccrting dootroyoro. S1noo the whole of 
It•ly'a fleet ia under your coatrol , to carry o~t the de• 
oiatca which waa ~ken at Tthlr&n to hand o•er for the uae 
of tho SoTiot Uuiou 8 dootroyort and 4 oubmarinoo out of that 
fleet abould preoont uo clitfioultho. 1 oa agreeable (liter­
ally "1 agree") that , 1uotood of ltal1UJ c!oatroyera and oub­
a&rinea, a aisilar nu.ber ot Alltrioaa or Britiah deatroye.ra 
and ou-rinu abould bo haudod OTOr to tho SoTiot Uuiou tor 
our u ae. Moreo.-er , the quettiOD ot the h&ndiJI& o•• r ot 
d.eatroJere ..ad aub•rinea oaanot M poatpcmed, but azat \HI 
t ettled at oue a.ad the ..._, ti.JM w1 th the h&Ddi.J:2& oHr ot the 
b&ttlethip &od cruiser, aa waa det1a1tely a&r••d between ua 
a t Teheran.• 

PRIIIE. 

- a -
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INDEX SHEET 

FROU: 11/JlSHAL ST ALI II 

TO : TilE PRESIDEt."l' AI-ID THE ?RillE IIIIliSTrR 

DATE: 29 JAWARY 1944 

Index lfumbu 

For t he PRESIDEIIT•s eopy .o! message aeot by STALIN jointly t o 
. t he PRESID£1lT ard t he PRM llllliSTDI (paraphrase of which was sent by 

t ho PR.IIQ IUNISTDl t o t he PRESIDENT in hie 1562) , see "PRlSIDE~'T­
STALlll" ! U e. 

w. o. . .. oi/1; =:-~ro.- -· 
Regraded Unclassified



PRO!.!: THE PRESI DENT ANU THE PRDt E MilliS TEl\ 

ro llARSHAL STA LI II 

DATI.: 23 JAWARY 1944 

l'llth reg..rd to t he handing over to the Soviets of Italian thipping 

asked for by the Soviet Goverment at the lo!oscow Conference and aereed 

to nth you by us both at Teheran, we have received a met~or.:ondum by 

the Combined Chiefs of St art contained i n our immedi ately follol"ing 

t elegr 11111. For the r easons set out in this memorandwn we t hink i t 

~ould be dangerous to our tripl e intereRts a ctually to ca rry out any 

t r ansfer or t o say anything about it to the I talians until their co-

operation is no longer of operat ional ~portence. 

Nevertheless, if after full consideration )~U desire us to 

proceed, we will make a s ecret approach to Badoglio m th a vio to 

concluding the r.ecessary arranger.~ents without their beooming gener·ally 

l:nown to Italian Naval Forces . If in this way agreement could be 

t·cached, such arrangement s with I tnlian Naval authorit i es as were 

necessary could be l eft to him. Those arrangements would have t o be 

on the l i nes that Italian ships selected should be sailed t o suitable 

illi ed port llhere they would be collected by Russian crews llno would 

sail into Russian r.or thern porte which are t he only ones now open .,here 

any refittine necessary would be undertaken. 

We are , however , very conscious of dange rs of above cour se for the 

r ueons we have laid before ;you and •te have, therefor e, decided to 

propose t he following nlternuti ve , which, from the military point of 

vi~w, has ma.ny advantages. 

SECRET 
- 1-
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PRlSIDtJII'/PRDtF IUiliSTrR- STALIII, 
23 JANJMa 19/J. . 

The British battleship, ROYAL SOVlREION, hu recently c:ocpleted 

refitting in the U. s. A. She 1a fitted with radl.r for all twu of 

anoamert, . The Unit<>d Stntes will IO&ke one litmt cruher available at 

approld.Jr.a tel,y the oame time. 

Ilia J.lnjcs ty•e Oovor ment nnd tho Urd.ted Stutes are willing !or 

their party t hat these vessel• ~hould be taken over 6t Britioh !>OrtS by 

Soviet cr crro and sailed to North Rueeit>n porto . You could t hen IO&ke 

ouch alterations as you find nceeeaary for Arctic conditions. 

These vessels would be te::pornr11y trnllb ferred on loan to the 

Sovi~t and would fly the eovitt !l&~t until ~thout preJudice to 

111111 to.rr operations the Ita.lisn ve•6ele can be ode available . 

Ilia ltaJeaty' s Oovermont t~nd the Uni t ed Statea will each arrange 

to provide :20,000 to ns of msr er.ant ahipping to be available as soon as 

practienbJ.c and until the Italion merch&nt shioo ca n be obtained vri thout 

prejudice to projected eeoential opcrntior~ OVERLORD-ANVIL. 

This alternative has the a avant.ll110 that the Soviet Oovernr.ent ~auld 

obtain the use of vessels lit a very :auch urller dat e than 1f the7 all 

had to be refitted and rendered euil.l.ble tor nor thern rLtcrs. Thus 1f 

our etrorte should t&ke a favorable turn with Tur!ca and the Str;.ita 

becoc::e open these vessels would be rea~ to opernte in tbe BlAck Sea. 

l'le hope you will ve.rr care!ully consider this &lter,..tiYe which we thirl< 

is in e very ~ay superior to firat propooal . 

ROOSEVELT. Ci!URCHILL 

The above mauage to STALIN, s i e ned jointly by the PIU;.SI DENT and the 
PRI". J', lllNISTI:R, was dispatched trm London to lloseow on 23 Jaruary 19/J. , 
throueh British c~c•tion channola . 

SECRET 
- 2-
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FROU: THE PRESIDfNT AND THF PRIME MINISTER 

TO ~SHAL ~TALIN 

DATI:: 23 JAIIUARY 1944 

Our Combined Chieta of Staff have made the follOPing positive 

recomme~ tion with supporting ciata : 

(a) The present t ime 1e inopportune for effecting the t ran.afer 

of captured Italian ships because of pending Allied operations. 

(b) To enforce the t ransfer at this time would r emove needed 

Italinn r esources now employed in cur rent operations, would interfere 

dth assistance now being given by Italian r epair facilities , might 

cause the scuttling of It&llan war sbi;:ts, and result in loss of 

Italian coope ration thus jeopardizing OVI.RLORD and ANVIL. 

(c) At the earliest rnoment ~crmitted by opel'htions the im-

plcnentation of the delivery of It~ian vessels mey proceed. 

ROOSEVELT. CHURCHILL. 

The bove message to STALitl, si~;ncd jointly by the PRI:SIDENT en:! the 
PRn!E :O:NISTER, · .. as dispatched from Lonc!on to lloscow on 23 J8Jluary 1941., 
through British colllON.Dication channels. 

S~Q8ET 
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22 January lS44 

To Aluana , London 

t!t.Ja!ER 44 7 , PERSONAL A!1D SECRET, TROll Tl!E P~ESI DeNT FOR THE 

r'ORI.!!Jl NAVAL PERSON , 

Your 560. I •&roo to your ouggootion that tho following para­

graph i n ~ 444 be oodttod f rom your moooas o to U. J . 

QUOTE. An effor t will be made at once to mal<e avail a ble from 

the wrre·ndored Ite.li&.n war ahipe e itht: deetroyet-s and four aub-

e&r1 nea to be taken OYer by the Soviet &I 1 000 aa they can be cede 

availa ble under eoodition.o ota t od abo't'O tor tho Britioh &ttd U. S. 

ollipo. ti!IQt"OTE. 

Pleaae let £e know when your C.ll&&e i a aent and ask your 

Amb&leador to i nform Harriman . 

ROOSEvtLT 

Above a:ouar;e drafted by Adloiral Leahy 1 u nt to 
tho Praoldent at Eydo Park at 22/1400Z • • -~lTB 
l1 appro't'Od by Proaident ot ZZ/1H 3Z In hlo 
8LACI l1 oont to PU at 22/1500Z• ( 221628 NCR 2741 ) . 

- 1 -
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.... , .. . 
ro.a I'M P ... ldtat ot the hltecl ltat .. 

It ' II' 550 PUecl 211 7,_1 

P.s. IUalotel' to P-ldtat aooHY~~&t .. lll'~•o' 

... MOt oOONt, ....., 550. rov _.....- \.\4 Ull4' "5· 

1. I depJ"nate tale Uol.uloa 1a the on=ad ot the 

alto•a'una ..... patu., botoN VJ. at aa ott .. to o11-

ta1a at - ota:tat Itallaa 4eltl'oPI'O IIIII tov Itallaa 

nllllal'1aoo, 117 14eo 1a naoottq tllat loJ&l SGYoN1p 

ad o ol'llloor oboald 'llo ottol'ecl no to oYo14 1117 ~41oto 

oppHoola to tho Itallaao ad tlluo oooape tho doll&••• atro11ec1 

117 the o-blaecl Cblota ot ltatt. Vo toar tllat tho -..s 
a1toaat1Yo •• toiWilatecl 1a JWI' 4l'att .,. pYo ua the wvnt 

ot both ww14a. 

2, I, tbei'Ot-, llopo JW w11l ..... to tile ..t .. lOD 

'"- ........... ot tale toll-- ,. ..... 1a JWI' dl'aftt 

•a otrOl't W11l 'llo _.. •• ... to ..a aYI11a111o 

~ .... lUI fllecl Ito11U W. ~ Ol&bt MIUvJON IIIII 

r ... ..-.s..o to 'llo .._ .... 117 tbe lonot ao - •• 

*I' ... 11o _.. ... "••• ..._ ...au- ototecs obcrro tv 
tM a.!Uib ... V I llalJe, 1 
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Paae 2 

Let aa bow u 1 a:r deapatoh the ••aaae 11 .-414 

ud the ~oo~ telaar .. oa blbalt or ue both. !hi 

lr1t11h Aaba~aador 111 •o•oow bal juet ban r-.1Dda4 b;r the 

IOYlet C~eaarlat ot •orel&D Attall'l that the del1Yel'f 

data 1a .ebl'Uil'f lit. 

3, !hi e1t;tlt daetro:rer• ooul4 DOt ba t011114 tro. 

11'1 t11h NIOill'OII 11110e all the ahlpl 111 Jlallt&X aJI4 laJW&&da 

el'e DOW MDDI4 aJ14 We ezpeot to IIIII eYil'f ahlp oo.plet1Da 

eoool'd111& to ~ aJI4 rill ae1Ul'14l:r Dead th• all t o 

aaet OUl' hllae o~tiiiDtl tor "ovmiLORD" aDd the battle ot 

tha Atlpt1o. 

•o S1g 

..t' 

' 
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SECRET 1~ J t.Du""ry 1944 

PROIIr 
TO 

Tho Pru1dont 
Tho Prl.J:o l!in!otor 

NO 

Your 545. If you are in or;rooiDilnt with ~ 444 it ia auggoeted 

th""t "our l~~~~~:odiotaly tollowing te1o&ru" referred to therein bo u 

followat 

"OUr Co01binod Chlefo of St~f haw made tho followinr; 

pool tho reeo=encatioa w1 th oupportin~; dat,ar 

• (a) Tho present time i o inopportune for otrecticg the 

tranofer of eaptured Italian ehipo bocauao of ponding Allied 

opera tiona. 

"(b) To entoreo the trantrer at thie time woulrl remove 

needed Italian reaouroes now eoployed ln current operation• • 

woul d iotorforo with oaoiotaneo now bolD~; given by Ita l ian 

repair foo1lit1oo , Olight oouao tho aouttling of Italiac ~ 

ah1pa, ""d reault in loea of Itali<o cooperation thus j oop""'-

dh1 01; OVERLORD t.Dd Al!Vl L. 

" (o) At tho """'Hut •oa.nt pormttod by oporaticos tho 

1~1-=-utation of tho do11Tory ot lto11t.D Taaaala ~Y proceed," 

ROOSEVELT 

- 1 -

I 1 
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li J llnullry !944 

Fromt The President 
To Tho Primo lll.niltor 

!lo 444, 

Jooo 

Roplyin& to your No. 645, I propooo tho fol lowing .. aoage to Ur.ol o 

"With re~ard to tho handing over to the Sovioto of 

Italian ohi pping aakod for by tho Soviet Government at tho Uoaoow 

conteren ce and &~reed to with you by ua both At Teheran we h••• reo• 

olved a m&merllDdu& by tho Cocblned Chloro or Start contained In 

OlU ia:::~ed-tately tollow1.n& t elesrua . For t he reaaona aet out lo 

this ~:aora.ndua we think 1 t would be d&:a ~erou• to our tripl e 

intereata actually to oa.rry out any traaeter or t o ••Y anyth1 ns 

about it to the Italiano uotil their oooporat1on is no longer or 

operational i~ortance, 

•Revertheleet , 1t a~er fUll eoneideratloo you desire ua to 

prooood, .. will •ko o. .. cr.t approo.ob to l!edo&lio with a vi '"' to 

could be reached, tuoh arran~emacta with Italian Naval authorltltl 

•• wer& oec eaeary could be lett to him. Thtae arrt.D&tmenta would 

ban to be an tho Hnoo tbt.t Ito.lio.n ohlpo oolootod ohould be 

oailed to oultoblo Al llod port where thoy would be colloctod by 

Ruaala.n crewe who would tall into Rualian northern port-• wbioh &.r·t 

the oal)' oaea now open -.here my retittin' aeceeaary would be 

- 1 -

) 
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undertaken. 

awe are, howe•er, very eonsoioua ot dans•r• of abo•• eourae 

for the reaaona we hi'Ye laid berore ytYU and • • heve, thet"efore, 

dooided to propooo tho followin~ ~ltornotivo, which , from tho military 

point of view, h&a M.DY adv..nta~••• 

"Tho 8ritioh b~ttloobip, RO!~ SOV&Rrto~ . ~. rocontly coEplotod 

rofittin& 1D tho IJ , S,A, She Is tittod with Ra~r for all typu 

of U'looment . Tho United Sh teo w111 ll&b one light cruiaer .... u­

able et approximately the aa.me t1cae. 

"Hi e W.jooty•o Go•enocent and tho United Sta t oo are wil lin' for 

their p~rt that t"-•• voasola ohould bo token o .. r ~t British 

porta by Soviet orowo and aailed to North Ruaoian porto. You 

c<JUld th.:J -.ke eueh alterations a.a you t1nd oeoeasary for A.rotio 

eonditioaa. 

ftTheae Ytaaela would be temporarily trantrerred on loan to the 

Soviet and ..,ul d tly tho Soviet tl~~ until without prejudice to 

military oporat 1one the I tal ian veaaela can be made av~ilable . 

"Hio ~~jo oty ' o Goverogoot and t ho ~nitod Stotea will oach 

arrange to provide 20 ,000 tono or merchant ohippil!ll to bo avail~blo 

aa aoon •• praetieable md. WJtil the Itellan aeroh&nt abipa can be 

obtained without projudioe to projected ouont1al operation• 

OVEP.LORO - iJIVI L, 

"AD orto.rt will be aado at onoo to malco an1bble from tho 

surrendered Italian war sh1pa 8 d•atroyert &nd 4 au~1net to be 

Uien o•er by the So'f1tt •• aoon •• they can be ::.4• avai l able 

under cond1t1ona ttated abo•e tor tht Br1tlth and O, S. tbipa. 

- 2 -
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• 
"1h1• alterneti~e h&a the adYanta~e t~At the So~et GoYor~ot 

would obtain the use of ~••••1• • t a Yery much earl, er d• t• than lt 

t hey all !lad to be refi ttod and r ondorod oui table for northern 

watera. Thue if our ettorta l hou!d take a fa~orabJe turn with Tvrk• 

a.ae1 tho St raits beoo:o open theeo veaaoJ.a •ou ld be ready to operate 

in tho Slack Sea. Wo hope you wil l •ory carefully cooo idor thi s 

altern~tive wbioh .e think it in o•ery way auperior to tirst proposal . " 

It 1o my opini on that ~ho Ita l!an Govor~ort end tho I~olion Na.y 

ai&ht not otrlouoly objoot to Jolnin~ with uo in providing tho So•let with 

ahlpe • needed" in the war eN'ort. 

Ir "" cannot go t tbio oODtributlon by Htly to tho oc=on otrort an 

&}tetDitlTe 1J I UUOSted &a fol l OWit 

"Tho Br1tl ah Navy CUrnioh 8 doo troyor ooccrta fro~ the u.s. 

production which vee soh are now in H&li t P..x: or Bermuda wai t lng for 

orowt." 

1 do not know where we oan &•t any eubm&r inoa exeept trom Italy, or 

pouibl y from tho French Co=tttoo ot Liberotlco . 

It .auld ooom that oven a bo&lnnlnl or tho 4olivery or ohipo to 

Puaata 1n the noar tuture aa &U&&e&ted &bo•e would meet the SoYlet requeat 

t or tarly action on their fohoran uadtrotonding ot thh problem. 

ROOSEvtLt 

- s -

Regraded Unclassified



The message to the Prime ¥1niater 

proposed in the attached memorandum for 

the Preeid ent from the Joint Chiefs of' 

Staff wae revised by Admir~l Leahy who 

prepared 1444 POTUS-PM in ita atead. 
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11 Jo.nuary 1 S.f 

~ORANDUM FOR THt PRESIDENT • 

Svbjoot• Aul&nc<nt of ahlpo surrondorod t o tho Allies . 

1. 1o parar;raph IV of tho moasar;e trOD tho Primo Mlniator It 

11 propos ed that tba United Sta~n o.nd United Kingdom otfor ao o.n 

alternatl•o to tho &tt!~ot of Italian t h!po to tho Ruooio.nt tho looo­

inr; or cort&in U. S . and Britiah combatant and c orcho.nt ahipo. Tho total 

n~ore io•olved are one battleahip , one oru1ter , eight doatroyera , tour 

a~b~inoe , and 40 ,000 tone of shippi ng . Tho Prime Ulniator propoaea 

that tho llrltith aifl)>t turnloh ono b&ttlotbip , cmo cnlioor , and porhopa 

one-half of tho obipplnll • Do hopoa tho On!tod Statoa will find I t poe-

otblo to .1\lrnith the crvhor , oll tho dootroyora, and all tho ohipp!nt; . 

5o ;z:ention 11 ude ot the auboari.ruu . 

2. Tho Proaid ont haa i ndicated that ovory practicable effort 

be m~e to a pare troc our nave.l forces one battleship , on& or t;;¥-o 

oruleer a , aome dtltroyera and deatroyor oeoorta, aDd ao:ne archant ah1pa 

to match tho llriti oh ottor . H• hu alto lndicatod that tho nanl ohipo 

offered ahould b& or tho aoao rlntar;e •• tho Italian ohipa thot •r• 

ava.ilable . 

~. The u.s. could without eerioue efttct on proapeoti?e oper-

ationo aporo ono bittloahip of tho IIE"II YORK or ARKAJISAS Clue, ono or 

two eruiaora ot tho CONCORD Clo.a s , o.nd 20,000 tona or ahippiDS • Any loaa 

ot deatroyera or dt atroyer eaeorta l'Ould have aater1al effoot on pla..nnt d 

operati~• a a •• roqu1 re tor operatica1a 1a the P&o1fio , tor ABVIL and 

DECLASSIFIED 
JCS ~e:o, 1-4-?' 
87 RHP , IIU\, Date MAY 2 1974 
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OVERLCitD , all the oodern deatroYftr• which w can ClUtter . To s et the 

r.quired number• it le ceeoaakry to aubttltute ~11 our available DE' a 

in tho t.nt1-o~bo'.&rina forcaa in tho Atlt.ntio . 

4. AI to tho C\&tehing tho Itali&n vint&go , tho ~'EW YORK or 

ARKANSAS are approximo.tely of tho aso of tho ANDREA DORIA Claas . To 

c&t ch tho Italian clue would roquiro a !lalTH CAROLUIA. Tho !talit.n 

c~iaaro ""1ch data rrcm 19~1 to 1941 wc~ld roquiro cruiaors of tho 

l!IDIANAPOUS olau or later . The CONCORD olau 1o probabl y a bettor 

a hip far '!uaoio.n purposes th&n tho I tal1t.n ah1pa . 

6. ?he tollo•lrt£ alternati••• to tho Prl:.e l!intater•a proposal 

are re.oorr::.ended 1 

(a) Thot tho U.S, loaaa one cruiaor of tho CO~CORD oleos, 

an<! 20 , 000 tona of ohipp1Df>· That tho 8r1t1oh furni •h one batth-

ahip of tho ROYAL SOVEREI GN Claoa , halt tho v.orchant shipping , 

o.nd oight deatroyer oecorte trort U. S. production for "'hlch they 

ha,., found difficulty in providin& orowo t.nd which aro now in 

Halit~ or Bermuda, 

(b) u an oltarnatho to (a) , that inuDJcb as tho Italiano 

are oobolli,eront.a . they turo1ah doatroyora and aub:arinoe, while 

tho lll'itioh furnish the battloohip o.nd ono -holf the ohi;>plot; , aod 

the C.S. the eruiaor and half tho ahippin&• 

6 , Tho Joint Cbie ro of Stotr propooo t ho following deopatch to 

the Prime liinlotar. DECLASSIFIED 
J CS como, l-(-7i 
i7 RHP, NLR, Date MAY 2 1974 
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ICESSA~fl TO Tin' PRI KE lll !IISTr!! 

PEU.'I'IVE TO YOtm - - --- 'llmLS IT fllW EE POSSIBLE 

FOR TilE UlliTED STATES TO FllRIIISH ONE BATTLESHIP OF THE Al!KA.~SAS OR 

ll~V YORX CUSS , om: CRUISER OF THE rONCORD ClJI.SS , Af,'D Tl\'E!ITY THOUSAND 

TCI.R OP l:ERCJ!A),'T SHlPPl!lG , liO U. S . DESTROYERS 0~ DEtTROYE!! ESCOllTS 

CAll BE fVRNISIIED lnTROUT PREJl.lD!CE TO PlJ\miED OPEP.Al'IOSS. l SUc;GEST 

IT !.:AT B& PPACfJCAl!U: FOR YOU TO RFLEASE CERTAIN I!RITISl! D3 •S 111!ICH 

HA'I& EEEII BOlLT 1:'1 THIS COU!Irf.Y Al"l FOP IIIDCH YCit' SAVE !lor I!A!l AVAILABLE 

C~EiiS , I SUG';EST AS All AI.TEP.li#TIVE TO 11!E FOPEGVI::'i T'!.\1' , IJ;ASWCR 

AS 'l'IIE ITALlA.~S ARE t:f.ll COB!':WG&RE'ITS l'ill'!l US, liE lWtE l'lrn:.l ruRI>ISR 

Th"t DESTROYERS AND T.J!!P300 EOATS , 1\l!ILE TJlg U. S . AND U. K. FllRNISH ":'l!E 

9ATTLESl:IP, CRUISER, AND SRIPPIIIG , WITH NAVAL SHIPS GOI NG PRO:.! THE 

THREE NA'i'!O''S TO RU:SIA FOR THE MPOSE OF BETTER PROSRCOTIO!I OF 'Ml!l 

WAR THE ADVERSE EFFECT ON ITALIAN PSYCl'CLOGY OP TAKING ITALIAN SHIPS 

Al.ONB 1\CQLD 3E OBVIATED . 

Regraded Unclassified
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PIIIO!UTX 

From: Opnav 

to ; Al~eoa, ~o~eow 

17 J&B.lary 1944 

PERSONAL MID SFChET FROII TilE PRtsl DUll' TO AI!BASSAOOR HARRIIU.N. 

Replying to your mo•oage 160711 matter of ltali on ohips i s 

atill una•r consideration .~th the Britl•h. 

I hope to have oo:net hl1'11! on thil subject wl.thln t be next r ... 

c!o.ye . 

Releaaea. f 'l"'Ol the J.'hite House Lfap Room 
at 1125, rr.l', 17 January 1944 . 

L , '/u. 5'kt 
O~~J; II. El.S~ . r 
Lieutenant, U. S.N.R. 

CRET 
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TH£ WHITE HOUS E ~~ ~ 

······:::::..,. .. ···~ 
lo!E!.IORA!I0\11.! FOR 

ADMIRAL LEAJri 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

TliEN GIVE TO WILSON BROWN TO 

F. D. R. \ 

' ; 
\ ., 
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, MESSAGE 

HARRIMAN 
FIOII 

II1LUlD f'l 

JAN 16, 1?44 
o.ut 

TOR CODUDOII 

COOl( 
DECODED f'l 

PARAPHAlllO COOl 
fY 

ROUTED IY 
KNiGHT 

I NAVY DEPARTMEh 

£XTDSION NUIIIU olliORUSUS PIUEOINCE 
.uTEI!IIK(') IWLUAII ADDIUSUS 

PPJ>io~PP 

I PRES II€NT IOVTilE 

• e DUQII[J) 

! PRIORITY 

"' ! ROUIINI 

.! OlHUEO 

,.WI,. 0...,.. IJIDIUTUI niiJ DIP'Ut" WIU K TWISMmlD WITM DUWlO IUCDliiCI 

16~711 NCR 6246 

2 

• • 
6 
6 
7 

8 
9 

10 
II 
12 

13 
14 

16 
16 
17 
18 

19 

----------~~~====----------~~--------------- ~ ORIIINATOR llll IN DATE AND IIIIE DATE Till£ 

t.IOLOTOF ASKED t.IE TO COME TO SEE HIN THIS EVENING. 

HIS FGRST QUESTI ON WAS WHETHER I HAD ANY INFORUATION 

REGARDIN& THE ITALIAN SH IPS AS THE END Of JANUARY 

(THE DATE AGREED ON AT TEHE RAN FOR THEIR DELIVERY) 

WAS APPROACHING. I EXP LA INED THAT I KN!:I'I YOU '//ERE GIVING 

THE UATTER CONSIDERATI OU IN CONSULTATION WITH THE 

PR INE MI NI STER BUT I HAD NO OTHER IN FORMATION . 

IN COMPLIANCE WITH HIS REQUEST I AGREED TO CABLE 

YOU FOR INFORMATI ON. 

• 

KT 21 

Nt. 1 ADMIRAL , Nt. I F·l OR CHUTROOII. No.I SPECIAL 

SEA·LED SECRET 
M•b ""olnal oe]y. o.u- to C4de Room w•tch -In-· (s.. An. 11 <•J NAVREGS.) 
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IECIET 

J'looal Load-
•• ,.. 'lbe PHddet ot tlle 'DD1 ted Stetee 

ftled l6ll20Z 

Pri• IUIIieter to PN11dellt, Pll"eoll&l and 1101t 

leCNt. lo. 5'5· 
Y. Pllrtller to rq NplJ to JOUI' '37, Would JOU 

"' pleue eee tllo -NJidua bJ Collb!Md Ch1eta or starr to 

ue 'botll ab011t tl'a111ference or I tal1u eh1pa to Buuil. 

11J reoollect1on h clear tllot noth1r.e vu ea1d at Teberm"' 

about •oa.a th1r4• but tllat pl'OIIlee vu aade to -t tlle .. 
Buu1u clala put forvard et lloeoov to have traneferred to 

tb .. one bat~eeh1p, one oruher, e1aht deatl'OJere, fourJ( 

eubMI"~nee, and tor~ tbduaand tona or Mrcbant ab1pp1na. 

011 tllo otller band, the llain 41tf1cul ttea rataed 

"' bJ C.O .S, aN aol1d aad I think Vei"J 11kelJ that ODCe 

Stalin 11 OODV1Dced ot 0111' 1ntent10111 aad 0\lJ' aood fat tb .. 
ba vill leave ua to haDdle tllo utter in ..ootlloet aad 

evU'teU wq poaaible. 

1 •aae•t, tberetQN, that ve llOV ' elpal b1a 

Jolat.lr to tbe tol101t'1JII otteot. 

1. V1Ul ..... tO the hand' Dl over to the 

"' lo'fiote ~ haU• ahippllll aello4 tor b;r tllo Sovie t 

• 
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..... ,_, 
In¢•• 

Z.a,'•D 
!be Pl'Mldant at U.. hltH late• 
~ J'11ed 161'ltol 

• , ... 2 

CloYai'IIMDt at U.. .,.OCIII oolltarenca and acre-« to , 
rith reu bf ua both at t'eharu we hDf receind a 

ta1M4 ln our 11!1!!41•t.tty rotlg' D' te' ,,,.... ror 
~~ -

the NUODa ••• CNt 1D tbia -randum ve thinlc 1t 

voul.d be daJI&a-• to OIU' triple intereata actuallJ ,_, 
to Oar2"J out ffll7 tranat'ar or to aaJ aufthiD& about 

it to the ItallaDa until their cooperation ia no 

lonpr ot' oparaUODal 1Jiportanca. 
1-

2. Bevertbaleu, it' attar tull conalderat1on 

J'OU dulre ua to prooea«, ve vill JMlce a aecret ap-
v 

proach to Bado111o vi th a Yiev to concludina the 

naoeaearr arrance .. nta vitbout their becoatna aene~ 
V• 

r~llJ' bevn to I tali a !laval Pore••. U in thh 

var aa-•-nt oould be reaobed, euob arranae•nta 

ri tb Itallllll •a•al autborl t1e1 aa ware naoeu&rJ 

aou14S be lett to bbl. !baae arra~~~-te would ha• 

to be OD tile Uaaa that Itallu ahlpe aalaotad 
>( 

~~beNld be aalled to aut tabla .UUed port vbare the;, 

would be oollaote« bJ' llllaalan oreva vho vauld aall 

"' lllto Jlllulan _..._ perte ~ob are the oalJ' onaa 

..., .,_ wbare .., Mtl t.Uq DUall&rJ vCN14 be 

lEE 

Regraded Unclassified
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London 
!lie PNddet ot tbe VD1 ted Btatea 
5,5 Ptl..S 161120Z 

, ..... 
• 

II . Ve uoe • boveYer • Y811'7 oMecloue ot danaere ot 

aboye oouzoae t or tbe reaaona ve baYe leld bet ozoe rou and 
./ 

ve ban • tbezoetore • dee14..S to pzoopo.. the toUovlna alter-

natin, vblch, t'l'oiB tbe a111 taJ'f point ot vlev, bu 11&111 

adnntacea. 
;< 

1. 'l'be llrltleb bettl .. blp, llo7al 8ovezoe1p, 

bu Ncent17 00111Plete4 zoetlttlne 1n tbe u.~.A. Sbe 

la fitted vitb lladazo tor all trPe• ot ~nt. ­

Ozoeat IIJ'1taln baa aleo a cJ'Ulaer avatlable. Hh 

.. Jeetr'• Oovern.ent are v1111na tor tbelr pazot .. 
tbat tbeae veaeele ehould be taken over during 

Pebi'U&II'J' at Brl thh porta b7 8ov1e t c.rev.a . and 
••• 

ealled to llorth Jluae1an porte: You could then 

aake euoh alteration• aa rou tlnd neceaaary tor 

Arctic con41 tiona. 'l'beae Yeaaela vould be tem-
'lt 

po:N1'117 tnnatened on loan to tbe 8oY1et 

Ooft-nt and voa14 nr tbe So'Yiet Plea until' 

vl'tboat pzoeJu41ce t;' tale 11111 taJ'7 opel'!ltton,. tbe 

uoeae&J'7 tNDat'el' ot lt.l1• n18ale could be u-

NZII-"· 
III. 'lbia al'-tba baa adYantqa that Bonet 

'I-t' 
OovaJ'IIMDt would obtain tbe uaa ot naaah at a YeJ'7 1111oh 

, 
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• 

Lcm40D 
'ftle Pl'ea1dent ot tile VD1ted Stat .. 
,., ftled 161120Z 

Pace' 

earlier data than 1t tbe7 ha4 to be refitted and rendered .--
•~table tor uorthem va tara • 'l'tlae 1t nen 1 tl ahould take 

a favourable tul'D Y1 th,.: t'ul'ka and the Stl'ai ta becorrae opal\ 

the11 v .. eale would ba read7 to operata 1r daa1red 1:1 the 

Blaok :ea. We hope JOU v1ll Yll'J oarefull7 consider this 

a1 taruatlve which we think 11 1n IYII'J Vlf auper1or to 

tint pJ"DPOaal. 

IV. The above •naae tJ-,e llu of which I van tw-a 

""'" W IIIICI81t to JOU Would be Of OWI'II 1nCQIIPlltl Without a 
.;> 

etateMnt ot vbat the DD1 ted Statee vUl do. It, tor 1D-

atanae, 70u could find the Ol'll11er inatea4 ot our bav1ns 
l. 

to do ao, ve ahould be relieved. We aannot do 1Dfth1Jl8 

about •1aht deetroJel'a but perbape J OU •7 be abla to aupplJ 
ol' 

th1a need. Otbel'Viae we llllt 117 ve have abaolutel7 not sot 

thea 11At11 attar OV'W.QRD url .unL. AI W the fOl'tJ thou• 

.... '-8 td •nbant ablJIIlM J aJIGu14 th1M Ulat wltb ,._ 

peat euppl,- and· natl,- aproye4 etnkhap JOU lliabt auppl7 . 
theae but we alloul.d be wlU t 'II w abaft t1ttJ-fift7. 

'l( 

Y. J bope, _, deU MIDI, 7011 Will aom14er all 

theae poea1b1l1t1ea and let • IIDeW bow ,-au fHl. In ., 

op11a1oa, ltalin w111 be .oYed 111 a ta"tOIIlMble -r b7 

th11 IIUida- propoeal. At Ulf Nte, 1t lhOVI OUI' faith ,., 
an4 0111' poaw111. J doubt 11Mtaau lla•t.Jtc th1e altel'llatlve 

Regraded Unclassified



• • SECIET 
LoJidOD 
!be Pre81dent ot tbe UJI1 ted 8ta tea 
5.5 Piled 161120Z 

Page 5 

before h1a be v1ll preu tor tbe preMture raising ot 
""'"'-

Ital1u pl'Oblea but ve ahall have done tbe right thing. 

' llo 8ig 

• 

00~----------------------------------~--------------~ 
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Pl-0111 LoD401l 
Por1 'fhe Pl'ea1du.t ot tbe 'DI11ted IStatea 

091705& 

Priae 111.u1eter to PHddeat llooaenl t. Pen CD&l 

Uld 110at secret. Jluabezo 5.\3 . Your o\37. 

I ent11'el7 qzoee v1 tb 7011 tb&t ve 1111at Dot 

break t'a1th nth 1Stal1D about t.he ah1pa. I have beea 

tor a veek 1D COI'I'eapODd&Doe v1th ADthOD7 OD eubjeot 

&Dd hope to aubadt a propoaal to 70u tor a jo1Dt 

oo.-w~1oat10D fl'0111 7011 &Dd •• 1D a da7 or two. 

• 

COPY. 
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S!CRJ:T 

OpD&• ,.,..,., 
Too llvana, London 

... 

J JUI\IU ')' 19U ' 

Per1oaeJ. a.nct eeoret , 11\laber t 37 • for the Foraer l e.n.l Per a on trca 

the Prelident. 

Ao I told you in ~ 422, Barri&&D requeoted infora.tion on the aotion 
" wro tl.ldnr; to oarry out our o....Uta..,ta to turn ••or Ita l1UI ohipo to 
the SOY!et by 1 February oo that he ooul<l <lhouoo t he aatter w1 th 

~olotoT it he were queried. I told ~ it w.o ~intention to allooato 

one- third ot the eapturod Italian ohipo to the SOY!et war effort be'!.n• 

Dii:IC 1 February u rapidly ao they ooul4 bo • do n&llable . 

ro1ter at101l or tho SoTiot roquoat orir;in&lly •do at lloaoow in Oetobor 

(namely tor one battl eeh1p, one Qru1eer, el&ht deetroyera aud tour evb-

.. rinoo tor ••rth Ruooia and 40 , 000 tone dioplaooaent of aorchant ohip • 

pii:IC far tho Bla ok s ... ) an<! that no •ntion w.o •de at lloooOW or Teheran 

ot tho Ruu la no' &ettin& additional ohipo up w ono•thlrd or thooo oap-

turod. Aooordinr;ly Harrian roaardo<l ~ oable of Deoeober 21 • • boinc 

tor hit !.nfo...ation an<! he hu not dloouoood tho quootlon ot one-third 

w1 th lloloto•• 

Harr!MD a bo -ho.olaod tho Tory voat illpOI't&noo or tultilliDf: our 
ple df:o to yiold thooo ohipo. For uo to f all or to d .. ly would io hlo 

opinion only arouoo ouopioion in Stalin and in hlo a uoolotoo •• to tho 

t1ranea a ot other oommi taeotl •d.• at teheran. 

On tho other han<! , the Chiofo ot Statt baTO raiood nUIIOrouo objootiono 

t o tho t ranofor baae d on probable offooto t hat thio oour•• would have on 

c 
' - 1 -

T 
C''"'Y 
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• • 
pondi~ opOTa t!onl. They ! oar a lo11 ot I t a l i an na•al and ailitary 

cooperation, and the touttling or aabot•t • ot ~•luable ahipa which we 

need tor ANVIL and OVERLORD. They tor0101 no aater!ai bonofl t to the 

Rutatan war ettort at th1e time a1nce the warahipt are pretently quite 

uDaui ted tor !torther n watera a.ad the Black See. i a olo•ed to aerchant 

Ylltll t • 

The """"1 111•• prono1ooo ot tho oood1tiod CuMinr;ho.a J.ueoaent &In 

tho United Nation• the r lr;ht to .ako d!opoo ltian of any or all Itlllan 

ohlpo ao they may t hink fit . It io of importance that wo ohall ao~ulro 

and maintain the oonfidegce or our Ally and I reel that every practicable 

ottort ohould be aado t o arrl•e at a oolutlon Wbaroby the Italian ohlpo 

requootod by tho Sonot1 be tweed onr to thoa be&innin£ a bout Fobruaey 

Do you bell•~· it ~·· t o preaent to u . J. the poaaible etteot on 

OVERLORD--ANVIL ao oxpreo1od by our Statto, and ou~&••t a delay In al ol&n­

in& I tal1an 1hi po to hia until atto.r tho lt.unohin& ot OVERLORD-- ANVIL. 

1 aa particularly dee1roue or h&Yin' an exprttt1on of your opinion ic 11ew 

ot the preeeot Bri tlab ooau.nd ot thl Medl t errue&n theat eT and iD order 

that •• •Y r"'eh a ooaplete a:;re .. at •• to th-e acti<m to be t&ke~a. It 11 

patently impracticable tor either ot uo to oct oin&ll' in thia •ttor, but 

I thin< you will •&r•• that we ONat not &• bioi< on what we told U, J, 

ROOSSVBJ..T , 

I I ! -1 

- 2 - COPY 
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H C/?. .:J' -3 
41.t . 

SECJU:T 
P.h.IOiUTJ 

fro.'l: 0pMV 

8 Jaru!U"'/ 19U. 

PERSONAL AND SECRET PROII TH~ PRESIDH/1' FOR IIARRiliAN. 

Reterri115 to your :uea••~e )01823 tne matter of dcUvery 

of Italian shi ps to the Sovl et h under d1eeuosion with the 

Prime IUnioter. Pl ease take no action in the .,..tter until you 

receive furt her advice . 

Releaaed tro~ the ~hi te House Yap RooD 
at ll~, FliT, 13 January 191.3 

L. I.IATHE'NSOII, 
Col onel, General Staff 

E' ... GRET 
v 

Regraded Unclassified
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SECRET 
WAR DEPARTMENT 

CLAUIPIID MDSAGE c:~ENIII'III'I!Eft'll 

INCOMING MESSAGE 

PIIORI'fY 

V-9339 5 J~ 19-\~. 

Penonal tor o.Deral. liaNbal1 atped JH.seubover 
cite 1'BDC8. letereD~ J'OID' 5911 ot 29 Decnber. 

Cc "Drle:r 1n Chle lledite:JONMU states that 1 t 1• 
d1ttioult tor h1a to des~pate 8h1pe b7 - ae tbe u.tte:!' 
i• 1101: oae affect1q CDl:r tbe Mec11 teJ'l'&DeNl tbea ter md 
l'f'que1•ts that tbi• -ttf>r be :Nte1'1'8Cl to tbe COIIbined Chl"t• 
of' 8tllf't 1t eo deatred. Dbcreet ezaqutr...e• are be1q 
ma4e manllhUe to a•ce:r~ vb!C}o. Will be the .oat 8u1t8ble 
ubips It is bove~er -.pba•1ze4 that at tb1• mo.ent to 
IP •o tv a• to 4eslslate particular •b1pe 1a h1Sbl7 j 
UDd .. ~.J'able 1t it cu ,'pou1b1y be •~oided aa tbtt reperouae-
1ou voul.d be .,..Z7 serious 111dn4 1t the It&l18D8 wre to 
beco.e aware ot tbe tact~ -

llo 81g . 

5911 1a Cll-OU'l'- 10698 (?9 Dec ~3)S08 

AOTIUa OC/S (O&pt&1A ROJal ua•) 
IUOJltA'fiOlh OPD 

CotS 

COPY illo. 
I ' W. P'D I Ul" 
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T HK W HITK H O U•K 

WASHI NGTO N 

J&n\IAJ'7 4, 1944 

IIDIORANOUII K>R 

H.L.H • 

. 
Do .. thia need a n an"'er1 

F.D.R. 

c., ~rl ·~ ~"~•t , 1J.u1.-

" 10 -~. ~.... ,. r "~ 9 r {A.dt, ~ . 

,J 
I 
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Dear Mr. President, 

• 

8RITISH EMBASSY, 

WASHINCTON, D. C. 

December 24th , 1943. 

lolr . Eden hes asked me to let you know 

that the question or Itelien Shipe for t he Ruseiene, 

which wue deal t with in your telegram No. 422 of 

December 21st to the Prime ~iniater, has been con­

sidered in London in the light of the telegram which 

you sent to Mr. Harriman, 

His MaJesty's Government feel that there 

are two very i mportant pointe to be taken into 

consideration. The first is that 1r the Italians 

are 1nrormed too abruptly of our intent ion of turning 

some of their ships over to the Russians , we will run 

the risk not only or losing the co-operation which we 

are at present recei v1 ng from the Italian naval 

authorities , including tha use of Taranto Dockyards , 

which is apparently vital, but perhape also of ships 

themselves which the Italians might scuttle, The 

second point is that the ships are unsuitable ror 

Arctic/ 

The Honourable 

Franklin D. Roosevel t , 

President of the United States . 

Regraded Unclassified
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Arctic conditione end their delivery to the Rueeiane 

through the Black sea i e dependent on the opening ot 

t he Dardanelles. we obviously wish to avoid the 

danger ot being accused ot bad taith i :f' when February 

let arrives it should prove impossible t o hand any 

Italian ships to the Russians at all. 

The Bri tieh Chiefs or Statr, who agree w1 th 

the foregoing , are conununicating their views to the 

United states Chiefs ot Statt with a view to a 

reooDJDendation being made by the Combined Chiete ot 

Statt to yourself and to t he Prime Minister. 

In the light of the above His Majesty ' s 

Government feel that i f Wr. Harr iman could avoid 

saying anything at all to Molotov i~m~ediately, eo 

much the better, but if he is obliged to s a y something , 

they hope that he will take accoun t ot these pointe . 

They suggest that he mi ght also point out that the 

beet way tor the SoViet Government to r a ise t he question 

would be through their member on the Advisory Council 

tor Italy. Our Charg' d ' Attairee at Moscow hae bee.n 

instructed t o put these considerations urgently to 

Mr . Ha r riman and to inform him that we are explaining 

to/ 

Regraded Unclassified
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to you what we have done . Eden hopes t hat you will 

approve Hi s Majesty ' s Government' s action. 

There is a further point on which there 

appears to be some uncertainty in London. According 

to our record of who.t was said at Tehran, i t seems to 

have been agreed there between yoursel f and the Prime 

Alinister to assi gn "a battleship and a cruiser" tor 

SOviet use 11abou t the end of January• , the title of 

ownership t o be decided upon stter the surrender of 

Germany, The suggestion mentioned i n your telegram 

to Air . Harriman of handing over to the Russians a third 

Of surr endered I t alian ships appears to b e a di.fferent 

one . (The request which the soviet Government made at 

the Moscow conference was for one battleship, one 

cruiser , 8 destroyers , 4 submarines end 40 , 000 t ons of' 

merchant shipping. ) 

Eden has not specifically asked me to put to 

you the point contained in this last paragraph, but he 

has put it to our Cherg6 d'Affaires in Moscow, who may 

t herefore be speaking to Harri man about it. 

Believe me , 
Deer Mr . President , 

Very s incerely yours , 

Regraded Unclassified
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UYAI. IIUIAII - Oil Dll ... 

UYT DEPUfiiE.:) 

AIOIIItiD -,_ (HARR UIAN ) ALUSNA IIOSCq,_ 
~ .-rill 

._._., ! FOft THE PRESI~NT 

un ____ ~1~JA~N~U~A~RY~1~94~,~~--~-;-----------------t--wwu----
1926j_1 I 

PU»HliJIO IT 

INOICATl IY AlflliiK ADDIUIIU fDl WHICH MAll OWYUY II IAIIIfACTOlY. 

· J. 

IOLUI OIHUWIIf INOICAI£D THIS OISUTCH WI~~ WITH OUUliO l'tl~9 

Plllom"l 

.-rilE 

ouuuo 

OIIIUIAIOI flU II DATI AIIO n ME DATE n ME 

II[}; ( 
ICT 

TaT 

PART 1 
PART 2 
PART 3 

~~1814 181~ 182 
NCR 6l1~ NCR 6 ~ NCR 66 ......... 

(FOR THE PRES I'DE NT FRO II HARRI ll AN) 
\ 

YOUR 291729. THE "IIINUTES PREPARED BY BOHL~N R.ELATING TO 

THE 'QUE~TION OF THE ITALIAN SHIPS WILL BE FOUND BEGINN ING 

'YIITH THE 2ND PARAGRAPH OF THE Ml NUTES OF THE 6" Pll IIEETI NG 

1 DECEMBER. THESE. MINUTES ARE AS FOLLOWS "IIR IIOLOTOV IN• 

QUIRED YIHETHER IT WOULD BE POSS IBLE TO OBTAIN A~Y ANSWER ON 
'' r THE SOVIET UNIONS REQUEST FOR ITALIAN SHIPS. THE PRESIDENT 

REPLIED HIS POS ITIO~ ON THIS QUESTION WAS VERY CLEAR THAT THE 
0 • 0 

ALLIES HAD RECE IVED A LARGE ~UIIBER OF ITALIAN IIERC HA NT SHIPS 
< 

AND A LESSER NUIISER OF WARSH IPS AND THAT HE FELT THEY SHOULD 

BE USED BY OUR 3 NAtiONS IN THE OOIIMON CAUSE UNTIL THE END 

IL l ADIIIIlAL k l nt.L • k1.1·1. Ol CK,UTIDDIII. k 4-. 

. SECRET SEALED ·, _ .. 
_,J 
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I 
---------1! 

IIAYY DDAITIIE,j 

UDIIIIIIII 

NIOIIITI 

IIOfTINI 

DUUIIDI 

~"----------------------~-~------------------~-------

MI~~-·------------------~ ~­DmDIDif ~ 

Pit Dim 

IDfTlNf 

DfffllfD 
PAIAI'HWIJI If 

INDICATE IIY AITEIISK AODIUIUI fDI WlllCH MAIL DIUYfiY IS IATIIUCTDIT. 

Dll81llATOI fiLL IN DATE AND T1ME DATI TIME 

Tm 

OF THE WAR WHEN THE DIVIS ION BASED ON TITLE AND POSSESSION 

MIGHT BE UA DE. UR MOL OTOV ANSWERED THAT THE SOVIET UNI ON 

WOULD USE THESE SH IPS DURING THE WAR IN THE COMMON WAR EFFORT 
AND AFTER THE WAR THE QUESTION OF POSSESSION COULD 8~ DIS­

CUSSED. THE PRIME MINISTER ASKED WHERE THE SOVIET UNION 

WOULD LIKE TO HAVE THESE SH IPS DELIVERED. IIARSHAL STALIN 
REPLIED IN THE BLACK SEA IF TURKEY ENTERED THE WAR . IF NOT 

TO THE NORTHERN PORTS. THE PRIUE MINISTER SA ID IT WAS A 

SIIALL THING TO ASK IN THE FACE OF THE TREUENDOUS SACRIFICES 

OF RUSSIA . MARSHAL STALIN SAID THAT HE KNEW HOW GREAT THE 

NfED FOR WAR VESSELS WAS ON THE PART OF ENGLAND AND THE 
UNITED STATES BUT THAT HE 'THO UGHT THE SOVIETS REQUEST WAS 

\M MODEST . BOTH THE PRESIDENT 

\~WERE IN FAVOR OF ACCEPTANCE 

AND THE PR IME MINISTER SA ID THEY 

OF THE SOVIET SUGGEST ION , THE 

k1 AOMIIAL k I f •l 01 CHAITIOOM. 

SEALED SECRET 

~l..-----------orlllaai----onlr--·-Doii __ -__ .. _-___ -___ .._ __ .. _ ... __ -___ ... _-___ ·_ <SM ___ AI't_ ._Tt- (4-) -NA- VIUCS---·-) ______ _ 
xcau ~ .... ---' .. . 

' 
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- ------;! 

110m II auumn------------------1 ! 
NR---------------------1-1------------------4-------

~~-·------------------; 1 

OIII IMATOR FILL IN OATl AID TIME DATE TIME ICT 

Tm 

PRIME MIN ISTER SAID IT WOULD REQUIRE SOME TIME TO WORK OUT 
THE ARRANGEME NTS AND THAT HE PERSONALLY WOULD WELCOME THE 
SIGHT OF THESE VESSELS IN THE BLACK SEA AND HOPED SOUE 
EMCLI SH WAR VESSELS COULD ACCOMPANY THEM IN ACTI ON AGA INST 
THE ENEMY IN THOSE WATERS. HE SAID IT WOULD TAKE A COUPLE 
OF MONTHS TO WORK OUT THE ARRANGEMENTS WITH THE ITALIANS 
SINCE THEY WISH TO AVOID ANY POSSIB ILI TY OF MUTINY IN THE 
ITALIAN FLEET AND THE SCUTTLING OF THE SHIPS. IT WAS AGREED 
THAT THE SHI PS WOULD PASS OVER TO SOVIET CO UUAND SOMETIME 
AROUND THE END OF JANUARY 1944. THE PRIWE MIN ISTER REMARKED 
THAT IT WOULD BE ONE OF THE ADVANTAGES TO BE OBTAINED FROU 
TURKEY EVEN IF SHE DID NOT eNTER THE WAR: NAMELY TO PE RM IT 
THE PASSAGE OF WAR VESSELS THROUGH THE DARDANELLES .~ I HAVE 
COMPARED BO HLENS NOTES WITH THOSE OF MAJOR BIRSE NOW IN 

.. ,nu. ... -. 
SEALED SECRET 

. .... ~ 

-
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IIAYY DEPARTIIL:> 

PIIOIITT 

10111ME 

DUEIIIED 

:~~~~-·~--------1 1 
PAIUHIAS£0 IY 

IMDIC!T£ 1Y AST£11SK ~DIU$£[$ fDI WHICH MAIL DWYEIY II 1.\TISfAtTOIY. 

IMLUS ~E ji.OIDfm~HII DISPATCH WIU IE ~a WITH DUEllED PII:UD~ 6699 
OIIQIMATOI flU IM DATE AHD TIME DATE TIME QCY 

TID 

MOSCOW WHO ACTED AS INTERPRETER FOR THE PRIME MINI STER 
AND THEY AGREE ON ALL POINTS OF SUBSTANCE. MAJOR BI RSE HAS 

SOME MORE DETAIL IN REGARD TO THE PR IME IIINISTERS EXPLANA­

TION AS TO WHY THE DELAY OF A COUPLE OF MONTHS WAS NECESSARY 
AND THE DESI RE OF GREAT BRITAIN TO HELP IN THE RECONDITION ­

ING OF SOV IET SHIPS WHEN THE DARDANELLES WAS OPEN. BOTH 

'~ BOHLEN AND BIRSE RECALL THE PRIUE l.I IHISTER ASKING EDEt; DURING 
~ THE DISCUSSI ON HOW IIANY WAR VESSELS WERE COVERED BY THE SOVIET 

REQUEST AND EDEN REP~IED" 1 BATTLESHIP, 1 CRUISER AND 8 
DESTROYERS AND 4 SUBUAR INES" . THIS IS THE HUMBER WHICH THE 

SOVIET GOVERNIIENT ASKED FOR AT THE MOSCOW CONFERENCE . WY 

RECOLLECTION IS QUITE CLEAR CONFIRMED BY BOTH BOHLEN AND 

BIRSE THAT THE NUMBER OF SH IPS UNDER DISCUSSION AT THE MEET· 

INC RECORDED ABOVE WA& THAT REQUESTED AT- THE IIOSC OW CONFERENCE 
• 

1o.1nLL IlL I F•l 01 CHUTIODM. IlL 4-

SEALE 'D SEC'RET .. 
Mob orielaol-·. Doli- to_,.......,.._ wo..a. o-ln -· ~Alt. Tl (4) MAVll&OS.) 

~ ···--·-
' 
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IMOIUlt rl UltiiSI ADOIUUD roe WMICH IIAil. DWVDI' II UnsflonD«<'. 

PAGE 5 OF 5 3~1823 NCR 6699 
UMLUI OlHUWISl IMDICAltD lHII DIIPAICH WIU ll lUMSMmtD WIIH DlrUltO ,.tttOtMCL 

OIIIUU.TOI FlU Ut DATE AND TIME DAU liMt 

100 

., AND NO UENT1 0N WAS MADE OF 1/3 OF THE ITALIAN FLEET 8E ING 

TURNED OVER TO THE SOV IET UN ION, NOR DO WE KNOW OF ANY 

DI SCUSSION ABOUT ITAL IAN SHIPS AT ANY OTHER TIME DURING 

THE TEHERAN CONFERENCE. 

MI.IAOMIL\l Mo. .1 f~ Ge CHAIIIIOOL 
...._ 

SEALED SECRET 
Maloo _.... ~. Dolhw .. --_,.. -·" - · (too Art. Tl ( f ) NAVRJ.Cll.) 

MCiaJI ............ I ..... - - , _ .. ...., 
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SECRET 
SECl!ET 
PPlORITY 

2$ D&C~El! 19S3 

f RO!oir OPNAV 
TO t ALOSNA, l.lOOCCJN 

PB~SOJIAL J.N!l SECRET FRO'' T'!E l'I<'~SIDENT TO J.l.JiASSAOO!l UA.'!RIJ.IAN . 

S :IPS 11: SCO\'lc:T. 

rc;os&VELT 

Reha1ed t ro= the ,,hl te Route Up Ro011 
&t 1255, ~.T, 29 Daco;ber 19t3 , 

L . IIAtHEnSON, 
Colonel , General St~tr, 

8EGRET 
- 1 -

• 

I \ 
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SECRET 
December 29 , 1943, 

Pl!t.SIDJo:!iT TO l!ARR!I.!All 

Ploeee send ~e by telearnph 

Mr ,E land91nutes bear1nt, on agroement made 

in Tohoran by Churchill and mo to turn over 

Italian ehlps to Soviet , 

Regraded Unclassified



j 

SECRET 
WAR DEPARTMENT 

CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER 

OUTGOING MESSAGE 

(!01-lJ.tt.IiD UIG GENE.'MJ, 
f'nEEllOH, ALGIERS 

~·wabor 59ll. 

Secrotuy, .General St•fr 

Dooeaber 29, 1943 

fersonnl f or E1sonl:c.w<>l 3.1.~nod lt.arsh::ll . 

The Pre~1Gcnt dcoi·o~ thnt ycu f urnish tee~~ of n 
tA." «;. as hip., &. c .... u:·.~er, :1 < ee troyel'.. e.::d $Ubne.~:!...!:ss r.,.. Jn{; 
surr<·nd.::.-r;,d I talinr Jai'l:l~J:a L.Od n'lltes or aur: a~ ore,· It (-"J.:.t• 
uorcl.llllt sill.ps ~!u.t ::all ')o tcrnod ov..,x to tho 'c.vit' t :Jon;rn­
mo:tt in the ne!ll' 1'-.tlll'e ns nt l eos·; a token r:ectin" c ~ cc::~­
m1 t:n nt cace at '>'ehc,.an r_"lli w1tho\lt adverse!:· ~~sc •..r 3 j'C1Jl' 
pond_ne oporatio:tn 

N!IG NATOR: SG S 

TNFOJ :MAT ION: C.?D 
c of s 

(29 DGo 43) 19l?.Z ojv ~ .... 
q_J 

~'!J\'f. 

SECRET 
c,O\· 

COPY No. 18 
THIIWUIIQ 0~ M IDIACT COI'Y 0~ THie MI-lle ~OiteiOOEII --
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Decocber 29, 1943 

llD.IORAtiOOII FOR 

General ll.ar •ho.ll 

The Pr eoident desires th!lt El.senha>;er be asked 

to send ua the l'\'lOes of a bllttleahip, a cruiser, a destroyer , 

and aubarines .,.ng surrendered I t.al tan n r ships, and nanes 

or aurrenclered Italian ~:erchant ahioa t h.at can be turned over 

to the Soviet Goverment in the near l'\lture as nt l east a token 

meeting of coonitment ""'de nt Teher5.n nne! wit hout ad•; ersely 

arrecting his (Eisenhower' s ) pending operutions. 

I •I ~.lLLIAU D. Lf.AHY 

SECRET 

Regraded Unclassified
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SECRET 
Deeenber 29, 1943 . 

PRES TDEIIT TO PRI!I!E 

Tne followins is a droft mossaGe to 

Stalin regar d ing trunsfer of I t olion ships to the 

Soviet prepared by the Amorloan Chiot's or s~arr 

and with Vlhlch the British Sto.t'f Representatives in 

Washington a re in ac reemont . 

I would l ike to have an expression of your 

opi nion in regard ~o this question. 

;:// 
ll¥t 

Regraded Unclassified
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UMi1 vr t't...i~l).):J.I tt~l.ut. ftwlt TnA r;\l.o.liO:,.. l ;u,u tR!U 
M.Lii.:>l't.n N 'tllb l::lrtlil~ A.otll u • .,. NU.J\.;.~W~\JrQ L• ..&v..;.w .. . 

or ItaJ.ian nav&l Wlits ona cter chont ahippin~ aa indica.ed below: 

The Corabined Chiefs ot Sta.tt have ~VM corttu.l consi<lerc.t ion 

to the sanner and timing of the oeUvery of captured Italian veuela 

t o be t.r <..naterre.d t.0 the U. S.S.R. end have &dvia~d us of their co."l-

cluaiona on t.bia subject. &6 foUo.a: 

veaeela &t. t.his time bec..-use of the ·roblble effects that thia oour se 

will have on pending opera~ions . Those ettects are as follows : 

.!• Loss of It&lian Navy cooper &\ion . Valuable assistance ia 

no" being obt.a.ined in the tlediterra.neM ft'Om Wlita of the 

It..allan Fl eet <>rt t.be oea1a of I t.t.Uan co-bel.l11(tNnj cy. 

Should t.he t-r::nsf er o.t It.Ulan units to t.bt Soviets &liftlat.e 

;. ay.aoathie s of the Italian ottictrl and ~:~.en thus ae.rrlng 

the .UUed cause, r ep.l.acC!!I'Ilcmta could onl;y be found J.P at. t.ne 

expenae or naval str ength in other rea• . Wor eover ~hia ~ould 

occur &t a moment when our combined A~lantlc nod Wediterrane~ 

nava.J. r esources woul<1 bo very hard n r et.ched. to pr ovide the needs 

or vi'J:.nWl\1) and ».VIL. 

SECRET-BEOURITY 
Regraded Unclassified
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b. 

!be 0 .(, and U.S. &NI NICOioinJ aport&nt aasiotanco !rc• 

Italian Tarde. '!'he witl>drawal. or thio willin11 Uoiot.nce, particularl,y at 

T-a.ra.nto, would throw a •erioua additional burden on repair and unpawer re-

oo~oo and in proTiding doek- oido labour in It&ly. 

o. Scuttll.n& and Sabot&JinJ• 

!be aMps to bo turned o .. r ~t bo aeuttlod and the Nloain­

dor oabot&Jod 11ben the """' becue known. Apart !roe tbe lDiltorial loss, tho 

PIT"holollical orrect o! ouch an act would bo tar roaching. 

~· llerchant Shipping . 

lloo t ot t.ho I tal. ian ohipa aro prooontl,y empl~ on the 

Italian oout and in neighbouring watoro. lbuo are 100at],y s...U coaotal 

vtiHU. In general, their condition 11 poor and precludes .:t'fUient far 

tro. their ....,. repair ! acill tioo. -ttl or t.hia abipping rro. the llod1 tel"-

which could not be aade up fro~~ other eourcta without d:et.rlaent to other 

oparaUona. It 11 undorotood t.hio Mrohant ohippine 1o dooirod tor ••PlOT-

•nt in tho l!Uok Sea, the ontrr to 11b1oh 1a now don1ocl. 

BECRET-SEOURTTV 

Regraded Unclassified
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• Si!JvB-1:!>'.1:-S.clv U ~.c"! 
! · Loll of Il.a-.U.• Atu:~ Troops . 

11 fum1ah1nc valuable ~saiatanee , inclu<linf labour and aecurit.y 

troopa , along our lines of eOI':f:ll.un1ce.t1?1\ in Ita.l,y . SCite I t-alian 

troopa h~vo olre&dy eng~ged in action ano there 1• poeeib1lity of 

fUrther ~oaiatonce trom t.hia source . It io con1idered thet this 

v ..lu&Dl e aae1st.ance u.y be lost. t.o the AWe• 11 t.he t.r'-ll~r~r of 

I~an veaaela la ~!creed ~t. this t.lae . 

In brlee , to init.i&t.e tra.nater or It..aUen ahi~ t.o 

J\ueaian control .t.t. this t-1..-n.e a141 cause aeriou.s hara to the war 

ettort :Jince: 

( a) •1;1thout. extensive hlterat ions the It.al.iQJ\ shins are 

r·uite unl!lt,t.ted tor Northern 't.Dtera and they cannot yet be 

1nt.roduced intA> t.he Bl•ck Sea . 

(b) Pro~r ~perat.ion ot t.heae rhi pl 1n SO\'itt ••t.era ..oul.d 

o:s:unit.loo su~llea, ot 'Mhich there 11 no sreat uant..ity in 

Italy . 

( o) I t ,·tOuld be e conalderable time before Soviet cr ews could 

'riOrk up t.he ohi pa end l.n tho interval any ahipa now actively 

eaployed, it t -r.-nsterred., -.ould be a dead loaa to our nav&l 

I , 
re•ou.rc••· 

BEORET-Bl!lCURITY 

Regraded Unclassified



SliJ(,.dB'l'·BBOOBlTT 

!!Ia Ccabined Chiefs ot Stott oonol.u4e t.bat: 

( a) Tb.t »')r.sent. tU.e ia inopportune tor etrectin« t.he 

t.ranlftr or caotu.Hd Itallan ahi l)s oec: uae o! ocnd.in, 4l..Ue4 ~r-at.ica 

(b) To entorce the t r Mt!tr at thit time "-ould r •ova needed 

Italion reaources now enployed in current operations , ond probsbly 

roault.. 1n lou of It.e.lien c~peration t.h\11 jeopar dising OVtJU.UftD and 

A.oV:U., 

Mlieve t.bat., in the int.erest.a ot the A.Wed •~ effort., t.be iapl.ec.ent.a.-

tion or ov agreecu:nt coneeminv t.he It.a.Ue.n ah1p• tthou.ld be tielP.yea 

tor t.ht ti:ne being. In the meant.ime r re · r~t.iona will be rr.a.de for 

delivery at tho earliest m~ent penn!tted by operations . 

Regraded Unclassified
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TIC COM81Nm CHIEFS ~ nMF 
WMHJNCITON 

S!CRFT 

28 Doeeabor 1943. 

IIEIIORA1iDU'.I POR tHE PRBSIDE!Ir A!iO PRIIIB UlKlSTEih 

Subject : Asst,nment or ehipa aurrendered to 
the Allies by Italy . 

1. The Co~btned Chiefs or Statr have been oona1der lng 
tho m.tt.n.nor a.nd the timing of the doltvary of ce~.ptw-od Italian 
votsola to bo t ransferred to the U. S. S.R. In the ex~ination 
certotn conclusions have boon roachod which are prosontod tor 
your consideration. 

2 . Thor& are grave o111tary objection• to the tre.n•fer 
ot Italian vessols at this tice because or the ~obable et­
tecta that th1a course will have on pendt.na operation. . 
Theae errectt are as follows: 

&• Lg§§ ot Italian ~:avv e29Rtretlgn, 

Valuable ass1st&nce 1s now ~ina obtalnld tn 
the Jled.tterranean trOCD 4 Italian crulaera and 3 escort 
croup a . Other escort groups are 'Min& tonud . Sub­
aartnea are scheduled tor ~iatt and !J:t;port&n'- antl­
oub-.ar!.no train.tJ>g nth u. s . and 8r1t1oh llov1oo. Two 
crulaers are now betna used on Atlantic Blockade Runr.er 
Patrols. Shou1d the transter or Italian units to the 
Nuaalans alienate the syopathiea or tho Italian ottlcors 
and eon thua serving the Allied eauao, roplacc~onta 
could only be found at the oxponoo or th• bUild-up of 
the Brlttah Rast·ern Fleet and Brlttah Pacittc 1-.,orce. 
Woroovor, this would occur at a mooont Whtn our cocbined 
Atlant1o and J.tediterranoan naval roaouroot woUld be very 
hard 2tretched to provide the needs or OveRLORD and 
.llrJIL ' 

fron Itel1tn dggkyorda 

The U.K. and u.s. art roceivina important as­
a1atanet t r oa Italian yards. Tht withdrawal or thla 
w1111n1 aaalstanct, particul•f'ly at Taranto, would throw 

Regraded Unclassified
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SECI'IF."T 

a aerl~~• addlt!~ bur1on on r~~1r and aanpow.r re­
,..,urcea erA! tn rrovtt~n;- tiock-11 • 1-tb LU' 1n Italy . 

~· Sc•.tttlin:r L~ Stbtar~r,.., 

The ahtrs to b turl'\' over lcht be scuttled 
an4 "he r.!'.l&!Mer sabota,gec' r e: the r.JW!I b.ea.--:e known. 
A~art rr,. U..e nater'al lou, .t-.• fl)'cbolocteal er .. ect 
o. auoh an act y,Uld be !ar- roachtr.a . 

4· r ~rchnnt shippin~ . 

'1'h4 l!IO.St .lcp-Drtant ~rrchant. lh1J·r1n •· .. ailable 
o ma!at& or one 24,~-ton pnuen1•r th1p ahnrtly to be 
onplnye-d J.n Allied trooplnct anl1 two 9 000-ton hospital 
1htps 1 all of whteh Cire urcently Hnado<\ . 510t t. or the 
Italian ah1Ds presently ~~~loynd on tho ItAlian coast 
nnd ln net&~bortnc watet-s nrer a:ur pnrttnr. Italian cc~nor:y . 
Theao ar e mostly s~~l) coastal \Oiaala . tn aeneral t 
their cnnd1t1on is ~oor L,~ proc1udot nove nnt rar ~oa 
their own repatr tacUttles . .\tnoval or thit ahl;ptnc 
fro= the editerran~a.n at rrPsent 'lll'"'~uld len•·o !he Allied 
Coa:under t:; Cr...Ier With a shnrhr• whteh C'"'Ul" not te 
Dade up fr?~ other s~ureea •'t tout etrl .•nt to ot~•r 
operat•c-ns . !t. is Ullderstf'tOI" t:.la trc.hant lh1t<rin.& it 
dea1rnt1 r~r oeJl].o:-;wnt 1n t~e i. l•ek Sea, lhe entry to 
wt\te..., h now de:ded . 

At t~e present tlme Italy, act~ne aa a eo­
btlltc~rent , is fUrL1shtnc valuable asat tanee, tnclut­
'nc labor and aecurity troops, &lent our ltnea or c~­
~~~lcatlon in Italy. Some ttaltan tr~~r• ha~e already 
tntn&ed tn action and there ts ro atbll ty or turther 
aaatata.nce from U.ts source. It l1 eonttde:r11d that this 
valuabl~ assistance aay be lost to the Allita 1t tho 
tran1fer ot Italian vessels it nntorced al this ttne . 

3 . In bt'let , to initiate tranaft~r or It.al tan ah.ipa to 
Rusatan control at tbta ttQe ~•Y eaua~ •ortou1 har~ to the 
war tftort without coo:1pen•o.t1nc catn to the J1uuhn orrort. 
atnct 1 

A• Without exten•ive alteration• the Italtan ah!ps 
art quite unau1ted tor Northern wattra and they cannot 
yet be ~ntroduetd into the Black S•• · 

- 2-
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~ . Prnper t?pe-rat10!1 of tt IV ah1pl 1.n $1)v1et 

wat ra ..,.:1~ !n any •··et.t. bo t~Jattlto w:• thout 
It allan t~ sra.re• and ll!111'Jl, t ~ \O."l IUf pl ha 1 of t..1:.1e'l 
th rt ~~ no rea~ quantit y tD Italy ltiGlt. 

~ - It wouiA be & e~nsldtra lt ttne t~~~ro s~vlet 
er •• c?Ull\ r.)r _ up the sb.1p1 &:ld ln the lntt:"Tal any 
Jhlj:l nOY SCtlV!:_y ~l,..:•ac! , lt' •r&nlf4li:Te4 t ..,\lL! be 
a dead lots to otu- na•·I'Ll =-•~ lt'CtJ. 

4 . It 1s reco~e.ru'e1 t ... t . G. !' . !l. be tn!"c r ed that: 

A· th pr~":Jont tl :e Le tnorvortune tor err ct ttl 
tronst er of cRrtur d Italta1 J~\tra ~causa of rend­
Al l t rd oper at ~on a . 

R· To ontoree the tr•usrer ot. t'1 t1 t\ o r.~ul4 re­
lr.QVO neodod Italtan res,..u.rcea tlfW e:;ployt.~rl 1.n currant 
oper a t ions , and rr.:~bably roault tn lola or I talian 
COI)poration1 thus Joopa.rtHr:h\f OYYJ,LOt.D and A"' n ; 

~ · At ~~~ oarlieat mo~tnt r~ r 1tte~ by oror&t1~s. 
tt.e l~~le entation or ~he ~eltv· r1 ot ttal1L~ vea&els 
will rroe•"" . 

f"r t' • C ..... 1J • C .1 :a or Sta!'r: 

-3-

~~h~~ao.'-.~. 
mt .. 1) .-u~:~·-\ 

A, 1:-&l , .. avy , 
cn1 t n~ starr to the 
CO!" ... 1nr1 1r i n C'".lef or 

the Ar v and !,avy . 

Regraded Unclassified
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Note by the Secretaries 

The oneloaure, a memorandum ror tho Pret14ent and tho 

Prtme M1n1a~er~ prepared by the Combine~ Staff Planners# as 

amen4ocl anc! aprrovocl br t.ho Cosbinocl Ch1era or ste.rr by tnro=al 

action va• dispatched 28 Dec~ber 19''· 

II • RED.'IAII, 

P. B. ROYAL, 

Combined Secret6riat . 
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f 0,3, SECRET 
BRITIS!! NOM SECRET 

!11CLOSORF. 

28 Deceaber 19~3. 

KS110RANCUM POR TilE PRES I DEN'!' AND PRIME MitllS!I'ER: 

Subject : Ass!gnmon~ Of Oh1pl IUrrendered to 
the Allie• by Italy. 

1 . The Combined Ch~eta of Starr have been cone10er1nS the 

manner and tho timtne or the delivery or captured It&l1an ves­

aela to be transferred to the U.S.S.R. In the cxem1nat1on ce~-

taln concluatona have been reached vhlch are ~reaented ror rour 

conalderation. 

2 . There are grave a111tary objocttona to the transfer ot 

Italian veaaels at this time because or the probable effects 

that th11 course v111 have on pend1n~ oporatlone . These effects 

are aa rollo,a: 

!.· LOse or Italian- Navy cooporat!on. 

Valuable assistance io nov bo1ng obtained in tho 

~editorranoan from~ Italian cruisora end 3 oacort groups . 

Other oacort groups are being for:ed.. S-uboar1nes are sched­

ule4 tor ~dlete an6 ~ortant an~1-au~r1no training 

vlth U.s. and British r;av1es. 1"vo c:ruUera are nov beir.g 

uaed on Atlent1c Bloe~.ade Runner Patrola. Should the trans­

fer or Italian units to the Rua11ana alienate the a~ath!es 

or the Italian officers and £en thue aerv1ng the Allied cauae, 

roolaccment3 could only b6 tcund at tho o~penso or the bulld­

uo or the 8r1t1oh Eastern Pleot and BrltUh Pac:lflc .For ce . 

Moreover J this vould occur at a momont Vhon our combined 

Atlantic and Mediterranean naval roaourcea ~ould bo very hard 

etretched to prov ide tho needs or OVERLORD end ANVIL. 

~· Indirect assistance tram Italtan dockyards and ports. 

The U.X. and U.S. are ~eeiv1ng ~rtant aaa1stanee 

J rota Italian yaN!s . '?he v1thdl'aval ot thit v1ll1ng ato1a-

tance, pert1cularly at ~aranto, vould throv a aorioua add1-

- 1 -
Regraded Unclassified



U,S, SECRET 
BRITISH MOST SECRET 

t1onal bur4en on re~.ir an4 manpover roaou..r-cea and 1n pro· 

v1d lng dock - •14e labor in Italy, 

g, . ~ut.tl1n6 and S&bota81n£. 

The ehlpe to be turned over m1eht be ecuttled and the 

ro~inder aabotaged ~hen the newa became knovn. Apart from 

th& motorial loas , the paychologic&l orrsct or euoh an act 

voul4 be far-reach~~. 

~· ~orchanL sh1np1ng. 

The cost tm~ortent merchant ahipD~ available consists 

ot ono 2~ 1 000·ton peaaeneer ship short.l7 to be e~lored 1n 

All1o4 troopln£, and t vo 9,000·ton hoap1tal abtpa, all of 

~hieh are ursentl1 needed . Moat or Lhe I t alian ahtps pres ­

ently e~lOJed on the Itallan coaat and 1n no1fhbor1ng vaters 

are euoportLng Italien economy. Thole aro meetly ecell 

coaatal vesnels. In general 1 thetr condition 1a poor and 

oreoludoa movement !ar from the tr own repalr fac111t1ea . 

Removal or thie ahippin~ from ~he Mod1terranoan at present 

vould leave the Allied comandor 1n Ch1or vlth a oborta.go 

vhicb co~ld not be made up from other eourcoa v1thout detrt ~ 

aunt to othor operations . It 1a underatood this merchant 

~hin~~g 1a desired tor emplo~nt ln the BlecK Sea, the entry 

to vh \ch 1a nov denied . 

!_ . Lose or tt.altan Arm 1'roop 

At tho present t1ce Italy, actinp aa a eo-belllferent, 

1& 1urn1ahlQf valuable asstatance, 1ncludtng labor and secur­

ity troona, along our 11.nes or coa:oun1c&t1on 1n Italy . 5on:.e 

ItAlten troooa have olready o~ogod 1n action and there 1a 

poea1b1l1ty ot turtber assistance from thla Goureo . It is 

cona1deroo that thls vsluablo aaatatenco mGy be lost to the 

All1ee 1f the transfer or Italian veaooll to enforced at th~s 

tiM , 

) . I D brief , to 1n1t1ate tranator ot ltel11n ahlpa to Rusalan 

control •t thla tlce mey cause aertoua har. t o the var offore 

vtthout COIIPenaatlng gain to the Ruaaian of fOrt etnco: 
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!• Without ~xten•tve al~e rattona the Italtan eh1pe ere 

quite unauttod ror No~thern vatera and tho7 cannot yet be 

introduced into the Slack See. 

~· Proper operation or theao ahtna 1n sovlot watera would 

in any avont be lmpoaatble without Ital11n type ap4 ros and 

ammunition euppl1ea, or vb1ch there 11 no freat quantity i.n 

It•lJ 1taolr. 

~· It vould bo a eon31dereblo L1mo before sovlot crevs 

oould vork U? the ahlps end in the interval an7 abi~a now 

act1ve1J emplored~ if t~anaforred, vould be • dead loaa to 

our navel reaourcea. 

• · It la reco~nded the U.S.S.R . be tnroraed that: 

! • The present ttme ta inopportune for orreotins the 

tranat&r of csptured Italian shtpa bocouae or pending Allied 

ocoro.ttona . 

~· 'J'o enforce the tranaf'er at thi.IJ ticno woulci removo 

needed It.al1on resources nov employod in current operations, 

and probably result 1n lo•s or Ital1on oooporat1onJ thus 

joogard1z1~ OVERLORD and ~~IL. 

~ · At tho eerltest ~cent pora!ttod bJ optrat1~na, the 

t.ole .. ntat10n Of Lbe delivery or lLGl11n VOI$Cll wlll 

<proceed . 

Por tho Combined Chlefa or Starr: 

1•1 \liLLI AM D. LEAHY , 
A&:s1rl'll, U.S. rltH'), 

Chter ot Statr t.o the 
Co....,.ndor In Ch tor ot' 

the Arm)' end Nov.v. 

- 3 -
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COMBIIIED CHIEFS OP STAPP 

ASSIONME111' OP SHI PS 8URREND!'RED TO THE ALLIES BY ITALY 
Refer ence ; C.C.S. 448 

Momorandum by the Representatives or tho Br1t1oh Chiefs of 

~ 

The Br1t1ah Ch1efs of Starr have nov aont ua a further 

=•••aa• g1vLng their vievs v1th regard to Italian aorc~t ahips. 

The aoaaago 11 •• toll ova; -

•1. Up to the present the only Italian ahipa Vhlch have 

been ro~ capable or service outa14e the im=odiate theater ot 

Italian operations are one 2~,000-ton pa1aongor ahlp allocated 

to tho Unite~ Stataa for t~ooping and tvo 9,000-ton hoapital ships, 

neither ot Vhich could be apared . There are alao t wo 10, 000 - ton 

oargo linoro . Other sb1pG capturod may, on completion of repairs , 

bo 6va1lable for service 1n other vatero but thor are not likely 

to be road7 for aooe months . 

2. It 1• not knovn here vhat type or aorc.hant. shlpa the 

Ruaa1ana have 1n c1nd.. Most. or the It.alian ab1pa at present 

emplo)"'Od on the Italian eoaat and ne18)'1.bor1Jl8 vate r• could not 

phflically be movl!td to other theatera. Further, tho re:=ov&l. or 

ahipp.lng from tho Medi terranean at present voulcl leavo the 

Allied Co:mAnder·ln-C~er vith a aerioua shortage v~eh coUld not 

bo modo good. The Allied Commander in Chier ~utt be given an 

opportunity to cxpreea hie vieva. There 11 no poea1b111ty or 

r oplacecent from Br1t1ah reeoureaa or, ve un4oratand, f roo 

American. ~• aasume ther e is no ~ueat 1on or handing over ab1ps 

to Ruaa1an control Vh~le they are operating in tho tt&ll&n theater. 

- 1 -
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• • , 

3· SubJect to the viova or the All1e4 Co.m&nder-1n·C~er ve 

are QUite prepared to dlaauaa vith the Ruaai&na the alloeat1on 

or auitable a~pa tor their purpoaea Vhen thtna• have moved rar 

onouSh to po~1t them to be used 1n Ruaa1an var aerv1co. 

4. Termo or omployment by tho Ruaatana vould require con-

114orat1on ae presumably Italian creve could not aorve 1n a 

Ruoa1an thoator. No question or aaaigntng title to the Rusa1ana 

vould ariao at present unt1l tho ola1ma ot all tho Unite~ Nat1one 

can be taken into eccount." 

• 2 • 
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BIU'I'ISH IIOS? SECRET 

c.c.s. 448 

COMBINED CHIEFS OF STAPP 

ASSIGNMEN'I' OF SHIPS SUliRENllERED TO THE 

ALLIES BY I TALY 

1 . Vo bnve nov received the ottachod Appreciation rroc the 

~1t1eh Chief• of Statt reg~ tho Proeidont ' • tnetruetions 

to the Coabined Chlata ot Stott on tho IUbject of trnnster of 

ItAliAn ohlpo to the U. s .s.R. 

2 , Wo rocOICllend thl>t the Combined Ch1efo or Stdl'f ahOulcl 

report to the Pres ident and the Prine M1nletor in the sense or 

th1a AppreCiAtion . 

Regraded Unclassified
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ENCLOSURE 

APPRECIATION BY THE BRITISH CHI!PS OP STAFF 

l . Aa vo understand it the situation botoro the Teheran 

Conteronao vaa thot the Russlane had l41d ol41m to the rotlov1ng 

It~l1an Ploot units and morohant oh1ppins • 1 battleship, 1 

oru1oor, 8 deetroyers, 4 aubmArinoo , ~0,000 tona merehBnt shipp~ 

? , During tho v1e1t to Moscov the Br1tioh Poro1gn Seeretar7 

1ntormed tho Soviet Oovc~ont that vo agrood 1n principle that 

they should have a ohc--o or the cepturod Italian ob1pa and that 

the proportion for- which they oskod vae reaaonc.ble. DetaUs 

And ~· ot d.~ vere to be aot.tlocS v tt.h r.gaN to ope:rtlt1or~ 

and~ l~aing I~a.n a~y procieitato publ1ci~. 

) . It nov oppoar3 thst the Preatdont on tho boats or a 

dtecuee1on at Teheran has intormod Mr . Harrtmnn tb~t "It ta his 

intention that Italian surrender ed ships to tho numborot ono­

th1rd of tho total be alloeotod to tho Soviet oommonoing about 

l Fobruary 41 rapidly as they can be mndo ava1loble rro~ their 

prosont employment in the All1o-d var etrort . " Thia met\na that 

Sovtot voUld get about 1 or 2 b4ttleah1pa, 2 or ' cruisers, 

) deetroyora, 6 torpedo boata, 6 corvette• and 10 aub=Brines . 

' . Vo cro alA.Mted at the nev propoaala vhtch alLY vell bo.ve 

tho rollovtns effects : 

! • Loae or Italian Novy•a cooperation. Although no 

~ttlosh1pa are being employed 1n tho var orrort, 4 ttal1on 

oruteor a nnd } eacor t groups , boo14oa a nunbor or individual 

voeaala, ore ac tively employed in tho intoreeta or the Allied 

cauao in tho Mcdite~ranoan . Further aecort groupe are being 

rormod . Moreover, 2 cruisers are boina uaod on Atlantic 

bloc.kad.e runner patrols . Fourteen eulxM.r1nea ar e echedu.lo4 

for 1ooood1ato A/S tninin& v1th both the U.S. Ancl 8r1t1oh 

M4v1ea. More are expected to be o.plOJ04 1n thla valuable 
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eervico 1n duo course . Should the tronarer or Italian unlta 

to tho Ruaa1an. alienete the a,mpat hiea ot the ItaliAn oft1cera 

and .. n thua aerving tho Allied ccuse replace.cnte could only 

be round at tho expenoo or tho build-up or tho Britiob Eastern 

Ploot and Britiah Pacific Porce. Moreover thla vould occur 

CLt a moment vhen our combined At.lo.ntio and Moc.11terro.noan 

naval roaourcea vould be ver y hard atr et chod to provide t he 

nocclo cr OVERLORD and AJIVIL, 

~· lnd1roct assistance in Itoli~n dockynrdo, ports , otc . 

Tho Comb1nod Chiefs or StBff ~ro evcro or tho hoAvy congestion 

iopoaod on U.K. conversion and ropoir rnc111tioa by tho needs 

or OvtRLORD . 'Thia con,aestion 1a olroa.d.y delcying the cod&rn-

1z~t1on or Br1t1ah varsbipa ror the var Age1nat Japan And 

th~ repair or ~od un!ts . Moroovor the ~te or the v1th­

d.rc.vcl or 1M41ng ships en~ crnrt rroe Mcd1 terr:m.ea.n operat.!ons 

ror QV't..:RLORD ta depci".dent on tho rortt M4 rcpa.lr tAe111t1es 

both on that station ond At home Vh1ch nro fully atrotehed . 

Thia atnte or atta1ra is accentUAted b7 tho roeont decision 

to oxocute ANVIL. In tho 11ght cr tho rcrogolng tho with­

dravBl ot tho ~1~11n8 Italinn ooopor4t1on vo era now rece i ving 

1n Ital1nn y&r4a, part1cularl7 nt Tarnnto, vould bo dian&trous 

and vould noceas1t4te a eompleto roocattna or tho Medtterrano~ 

And U. K. refitting progr~ea. It vould alao throv n serious 

a44it1onal burden on our .anpover roaoureea in provieton o~ 

dcckoido labor 1n Itcly. 

~· Scuttling nnd Sabotase . Tho eh1pl to be turn~d over 

a1ght be acuttlcd ar~ the rematndor aabotceod vhen the ne•~ 

bocnco knovn. 

5. Jt ia not olenr f rom the Proa1dont' a talogrcm whet pro~ 

COd\rO 1e to bo ueed ror obtaln1ng ~rnnarer or tho ships . I f 

hov.vor vo proceeO to enforce c trAnefor ot ItAlian Pleet units 

to tho Sov1ot at the present time, vo muat be prop4rod to race 

aomo or all or the cbove consaqueneoa. Wo cona1dor this r isk 

1naccopt4ble . 01ven tice and a tactful d1ploact1c Gpproacb, ve 

do not hovover e~clude the posstb111t7 or orr4ng1ng tr~sfer 1n 

due courao port1eula.rly 1t' it. ts m.e.c.\o plain that c.o.;pllance vith 

- 2 - Regraded Unclassified



U.ll . lll:cRF• 

... 
,_ 

~RITI,H MOST liECRET 

our propoaAle vtll stand them 1n sood etel\4 1n the poet vn 

IOt.tlOIIOnt. 

6 . onco our arc~ea and air torco nro eltcblithod nehore in 

Prance v1 th tho coneequentlol loaa to tho Oormnna or thoir mAin 

Atlantic l'.ru1 l·toc11terrD.neo.n 0-bOfl.t bneea, tM a1t.ue.t1on v111 alte r 

end tho ooneequoncos outlined in por n . ~ ~· nnd - ~ · nbove might 

bo 1'1oko6 . --
1 . Evon 1r tho Ital1nns v1111ngly 4cqu1ooced 1n tho t%'anoro,. 

or nnvnl unite to the Soviet, th1e voul4 tnvolvo tho 1mmob11~£d~ 

or It4l1on navel personnel nt. a t.l.ao Vhcn vo ou.raolvca are dea­

por4tolJ ahort . Such a state or artcl.l'a cllMot be benet1e1cl. to 

the coeaon v4r n1a end could onl7 bo relieved b7 the transfer of 

certnln ur~od vessels to the Itnlt~~• 1n lieu in order to 

M1ntCLin our na.vol effort at ita mQ.ximum . Th1e vould c r eate 

eor1oua 41ff1cult1os v1t h our other Allloa . 

6 . No correapon41ng g~1n would roault to the common v~ 

errot• t rroru tho J.mmed1ote tro.nsror ot' tho 1hip1 or ovon to Soviet 

nav~l oporetions , a1neo -

~· Without extensive alterat1ona tho Itolinn ahipa r~v 

quito unaultod tor Northern vatora and they cnnnot rot be 

1ntroduc.od into the Bl!tek S~a • 

.!!_. h-opar m!U.nte.n.n_'lCo or thoao ah1pa in Sovlot bdsea 

vould ln AnJ event bo impossible vlthout. cdoqudta a~oa 

and ~un1t1on euppl~es, of vh1ch there ia no gro~t qunnti&y 

1n It4ly 1toelr . 

~· It vould be ~ considerable t1~o btforo Soviet orcva 

could. work up the ahips and in tho int.orvnl My Bhipa nO\.' 

not1voly employed , if transrerrod , vould bo A dead loaa to 

our nQval reaources . 

9 . Tnking into eons14erat1on tho nbovo tactora vo consider 

thD.t tho CC01b1noc1 Cb1ers or st4tr ohoul<l be tnvlte<l to r eport 1n 

the c.bovo •en•• to the P'rttaldent and Prt.e N1n1ater . 
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Sub~oct : Ae:s1gn. ent or ~hi~<• aurranderad to the 
Al1ios by Italy . 

The co=bined Cni ofs ot Start hove beon considering 

tho monner and tho timing ot the Oelivory or coptured 

Italian vessels to be transferred to the 1 ,v .~ . R. In tho 

examination certain ecnelusiona hove be~n roached wnicb 

ere ).resented ror your eonslderat1or,. 

' · there are grave ~litary obJection• to the tra41Sf£r 

or Italian vessels at tnia time bee~ua• or ~h~ ,robab: 

et!'octa that this course will have on ;:o.~inr OJ: rations , 

These effects are as follows:-

(a) Loss of !tCtlian ~;avy eo-01 WJ.o.n . 

Valuable assistance is now beinA obtained in the 

"(&d.iterranean fro::~ 4 Italian cruieera ~nd 3 escort Groups . 

Other eacort groups nre being for':ted . Sub'1Sr1nes are 

..:cheduled for 10J::ted1ate and important. ont.i- sub uarine 

tra1n1nF with u .s . and ~ritisn Navi,a . Two eruis~rs oro 

now being u~ed on A~le;nt!e blockade Hu..:.nur Vctrols .. SnoU:d 

the t.rar.arer of Italian anita to the Russians •~lenate ~he 

ay-pethiea of the r:~an ofticara and :en t us servLnc tne 

Alllod causa replacoc:e.nts could only be found at tnEI e.XP:er.se 

or the buil~-u~ or tno british Enatern Fleet and ~r~tisn 

Pac1t'1c Force . Uoreover , this would occJr at a aooent 

wnun our co~bined Atlantic and t!ed1terrllnunn naval resources 

would be very h.e.rd stretched to provldo the neods or OVER.lffiD 

aM ANVIL, 

(b) Jlldirec< nssistqno• fro<! It~.L!!.U!! 
.£2ili. 

Ihe U. K. and u. s . are ruct1v1nL 1 rortant assistance 

froa Italian yards . ':r.e w1tn~r•~•l of this willin;: 

aaa1at1Jr.ea , I-•rtic,.,:arly at :"arauto, woulr1 U.row • serious 
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•dd1t1onal trurder. oc rafair aM OADJ:OV('r raaourc a 11M 

ln ~rcvldlnc dock-slde labou~ ln ltu~y. 

(c) Scuttli~ and 5~t~t~•toa . 

The ships to be tur ned over l!l.ight b aeuttlod an<' 

t.hl r el.101ncier eabotaged when tha now a bear.. known.~~~ 
""~ ~. !J, ,p..,.lo(.,..<.i ..fl..lc 1-"- ...,I ..-~<. , .... ,~ ' 

(d) tt~rshtlnt Sh!~plng. <' 

The coat 1oportant merchont ah1~J 1n~ ovallablG consist 

or ono 24 ,ooo-t.on p.:ossen~or ehl p stlortly t o bu o,ployt.'d in 

Alll od troopi ns, .ond ~"·o 9, QOO..t.on t.OIJ1tul o«1J:-s , nil ot 

'bJt or tho Italian antrs 

J roaer.tly eas;::lcyed on the !taltan ccaat 1111Xl 1c n•tet.COU.r1f..6 

waters ar• •~p~crttng Italian aec~,y . ' .ae &re i:.t!y 

•~11 eoaatal vass9ls. 

ruc111t1ea: . Ra~val of tnia tnlrrtng from t.ta 

• dlt•rranean at p-resent woulcl ltl&Ve t 1a AU1ed Coc::lander­

ln-Cnler with. a shortoge whicn co•Jld not b11 uade u~ f r om 

othur aourco5 without detr iment to othtr opurotions . It 

a understood thi s ~~rchont shipping 11 d ·slrod ror 

ecplQYunt.. in the Black Sea 1 the untry to v .• icn is now 

~Mied . 

(e) Lo~~ cf Itallon ht"!"'if ltO('It!l. 

At tl.e rrestor..t. t1ce Italy 1 .se in£ •• a cc-l::al.l1tr::-~"lt, 

.. a !'urtt11:-.~ \'3lwahle assiatanc•, 1r.~l·.J1S~ labcw- and 

aec:.arity troops , alon, Q'..u" llr.ea ct co.::cu.r.tcaUon in 

Italy , So~ It~an t rco~a t.ave already oncaged in 

eetion and ther-:. i rs posa1bilit)' or r -lrtu~:r aaalstanee 

rro~ thia ' urea . It is considered thut tni1 v~laable 

Aeliatonca ::~ay be lost to the Allhu 1! tho lrnnsror of 

{to.l1.on VOSSt!lS 1S onfor cad Dt t11i1 UIZiu. 

J . In briot t t o initiate~ tronsfur of ltolian slU.ps to 

Hualian control at this u~,. may e.Jusa sttrlous har'l to the 

••r effort without co.=~penutit'll cain to t.1v l<'Jiaian 

a!t'ort Iince ;-
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(a) ~ithout ext-~stve alttr•tlrns tho lt&!lLn 

ehls:a are 1aite W'I.Suited tor 1fort!l•rn nter• and thby 

cannot yot b'e lntrc:dueed into tho Bleck ~••· 

(h) Fro per 0~ .ration or lhelle Sh1J;3 in 6oV1t;t 

""Dtere would in any event be 111lpoaa1tle WJ tnout Italian 

ty)'lfJ spares and a .1munlt!on surJtlioa , ot' w:11ch thoro is 

no great quantity in Itoly itlolt. 

(c} It ·•oul.d be a considoroblc tine buforo Soviot 

crews co~d work up the shir• nnd in the ntorva~ nny 

Jhi~a now actively uzploy~d , if tranlferred, woald ~a 

a dead loss to our ~val rosourc•• • 

4 , It is roec~ttnded the ~ .s . s .~ . be 1.~or ed that : 

{a) ;ba fresant ti=• 11 1nO~fortune for &ffvctin& 

the transfer of cartured It~lian sn1~s beca~se 

Of pendln& Allied Of&r'At10nJ t 

(b) Io t:n!orett the tronsf•r At t!.!s tl~'ll would 

ra~ovo nu6dud Italian ruaourcua now ~oployod 

ln current oporotione. ond rrobobly r~ault 

in loss of Itol1on co~oyDrat1on thus 

jeopar<llo1ng OVERl.VI<O and A IVIL; 

(e) ~t the arLl~st nocent Jur 1tted by operations, 

the lople~untatlon or tho~ l1V1 ry or It~llan 

Vt~ssals •111 J:rocea4 . 

- ) -

Regraded Unclassified



1 

-

l 

U. S . SF.CIL..,. 

BRITISH I:US'f SECRET 

2- P.ce .. ~r 19-} 

COMBni31l CHIEPS OF STAFP 

COPY 110. 

MEMORANDUf.l POR Il!PORMATION no. 172 

EMPLOY!.!ENT AND DISPOSITIO!I OP TilE ITALIAN 
FLEET AJID I!FRCAIITILE MARINB 

(Cunn1pghom-4o Courtcn Aaroemont) 

note by the Secrotnr1oa 

23 

Th~ oncloauro, tb6 CUnninehna·d• Courten Aeroe:cnt on 

the ""PlO)-.ont ancl dJ.opoo1t1on or the lt,114n Plut nnd Kerctmt1lo 

K~rin• 1 ...... t.-cndod. e.t.. &-1Dd1a1 on 17 rtov .. bor 19-'>~ 1• circulated 

tor tho 1nto~t1on ot the Ca.b1ne4 Ch1eta ot !t~rr . 

H. REDioiAll, 

F , B. ROY AI., 

Combinod Socrotnrict . 
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Kov Araietlce hev1ng been a1gne4 betvoen the ho~d or the 

Itnlinn Oovornmont and the Allied Comm~der in Chief under ~hich 

ell Itr~ion vcrahips end the Itclien Moroentile Marine ver e 

plcoo<l unoond1t1onnlly nt t he diopoa4l ot tho United tfnt1on.s
1 

Md Hie llajooty the King of Ito.ly t'nd tho tln11"n Government 

hnvtns 11nco expressed the wish thet th~ rlcoL and tho Itclian 

Hcro~tilo K~~1ne ehould be employed 1n tho Allied errort ~o 

oa111t 1n tho proaceut1on or tho vcr r~n1nat tho AX1a Povers
1 

the tollovtng principles nre eatobliohed on Vbich the Itclion 

Nov7 nnd M<rcnntilo Knrlne vill bo d1opooed. 

It 11 undcr&t.ood end c.greed th4t tho prov1a1ons or thts 

ogrocmcnt r.a to ll::u:;cd!nte employment and 41apoa1t1on of lt<U1c.n 

vorahlpe ~~d mcrOhdnt s~pe do not nrrect the right or the United 

Nntlonn to m~ko auch other diapoaitione or any or ~11 Itali~ 

ohipo no they mny think fit . Their doc1•1ono in thlo roopeot 

vill bo notified to the !tAlidn Oovornmont from timo to ttme . 

(A) Such eh1po as con bo ~oployod to noo1at activoly 

1n tho Alliod erfort v111 be kopt in comm1aa1on and v111 

bo ua~ und~r the orders ot the Coma~or in Ch1ef, Hod1ter­

r-c.noo.n, ,._, ac.y be ::rra.ngod betvoen tho Allied C~cr .1n 

Ch1e.t' and. tho It.eli!lll Goverr.aent . 

(8) Shipe vhich cannot bo ao ••Pl010d vlll bo reduced to 

a ~~o rnd. ~1ntca~~e ba~ia end be plaood. in daaigncted 

porta 1 moaaurca ot dis~ent be1ns undorteken 41 m~y be 

nocoaaN'r . 

- 1 • 
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(C) Tho Oovern.."'en< or ItalJ vtll c!oolaro tho """'"" and 

VboNtebouta or wa.rah1pa, •rohant ah1pa, nov in their 

poeaeaa1on vhioh previously belonged to any or the United 

Nations; theeo vessels arc ~o be returned forthWith aa may 

bo c!1l•occed by the Allied Commander in Chief . Thia vill 

be without prejudice to negotiat1onl botvoen tho gover~enta 

Vh1oh may aubocquently be C6do in connootion vith roplnc1ng 

louoa of ahlpa of the United ~&tiona cauaec! by Italian 

aotion . 

(D) 'lba Allied !laval Co=utder in Chief vtll act n the 

aaont ot tho lUlled Cc=andor 1n Chief in all ""tters con­

cern1n& the t:::Qlor.nent or tho Ite.l1L"\ Ploet or Mercbmt Navy, 

their diapoa1t1on and related cattora. 

(E) It ahould be clearly unc!erotood that tho extent to 

vhioh tho tormo of tho arm1st1oo oro modified to allov the I 
tLrra.ngoconts out lined abovo and which tollov, nre dependent j 

upon the extent anO effeotivcnoea or Itnllan cooperation. 

Method or operation. The COtiDAtldor in Chief, Mediter­

ranean, v 111 place at the d.1spoaal ot t.ho Italian Ki.n1atry ot 

Morino & high ranking !laval Otr1cor vith tho approprlat" 

at.att Vbo v1ll be respo:u.1blc to tho COC'lo.ndor 1n Ch1af, Meditet--

ranean tor ell gattet-s Ln eonnection vith the operation of th& 

Italian Ploot, and be the cedi= throuah vhlch doo.l1ngo v1ll 

bo carr1od out 1n connection v1th the ltal1c.n HorcMt1le Ma.rl.M . 

Tho Flea Offlcor acting v1th thoao dutiea (Flag Officer, L1a1oon) 

will koop tho Italian M1n1otry of M• r1no 1nformod of tho ro­

quirQconta or tho Coomander 1n Chlet, Mod1torranonn, and Vill 

act in cloae coopor4t1on aa regarda leaue or All ordera to tho 

Hal1an Ploot . 
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Propoaed dlapoaltlon ot th$ It.al1&n Ploot. 

(A) All battloohipo vtll ba placed on • care and mAinten­

ance bat1a 1n porta to be daaignated and v111 hnvo aucb 

ooaauros or d!aarmacent appl1od aa mar bo d1roc tod . Thoee 

moaauroa of diaarmamant vill bo such thnt tho ahipa can bo 

brough~ into operation a.gain if it eo aoozu deatrabl e . Eaeh 

ehip v1ll have on board a proportion ot ItaliAn Naval por­

IOMel to k&cp the ehlps 1n proper condition and. the Com.­

aan4or in Chler, Med.!terrM~Mn, vill havo tho r1ghe or 
lnap ction at e.ny tll:e . 

(8) Cruiaora . Such cruisers •• can ~ ot 1c::oc11ate 

aaaiatanco vtll ba kept Ln c~aalon. At prvaont it is 

v1oual1zed that 1 squadron or ' cruiaora vill euff1ce and 

the rcoa1nder will be kept 1n on-ro anel maintenance aa for 

tho b&ttleab1pa but at a rather groa tor degroo of re841neaa 

to bo brougbt into sorvioo if roqUiro4. 

(C) D&otroyors and Torpodo boAto . It 11 propoood to keep 

thBae 1n co~aeion 4nd to usa them on oaeort and aim1lar 

dutiea 41 D4J ba requisite. It 11 propoaod thAt they should 

bo 4iv1dod. into es.cort gr.oupa vork1ng aa unite and that they 

abould bo baoo<l 1n Ioal1an Poru. 

(D) Small craft . MAS, Mineavuopera, Aux111ar1ea end 

aJ.aUu.r Ulall cr&J't vtil be e=plo:yocl to tho tull, clot<lilOd 

arrAngeconta be ins macle vt th tho Flag Otricor (L1e1oon) by 

the Ital1lUl Ministry of Marino for their boat ooployment. 

(B) Subl!lar1nco. In tho firot 1notanco oubmnr1noo vill be 

1mmob111zod 1n porto to be deoign~tocl and ot 11 later elate 

thoao m~y bo brought into aorv1oo ne mAy bo roquirod to 

aoo1ot tho Allied effort. 
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St4tua of Italian Navy. Under thlo DOd1t1c•tion of the 

Am.1at1co T ma, all the Italian oh1pa Vlll contlnuo to fly 

thoir flag . A largo proportion of tht Itolian Mavy vill thus 

rema1D 1n activo co~ssion operating thoir ovn ehipa and fight· 

ing alongaid.o the forces or tho Unitod. N• tiona •satne t tho .uu 
povoro , 

Tho rtqUiaite L1o1oon Officora vill bo ouppliod. to 

raollitota tho vorltlng or tho Itellan ahipo 1D eoop•·ntion vith 

Allie4 Porcoa. A m..U Itollon L1&1aon IUoaion vUl be attached 

to the hotld.qurrtors of the Co::::sander 1l'l Chief, Medlterrsnean,. to 

deal Vith a· ttora .. rreettng tho ItAlian rl<et. 

M rc :.ntile Me.rl.nc . It 11 tho 1.nt.' ntlon th t the ItaliAn 

Moroa.ntile N rlno should operate under th I'LII:IG conditions !lS 

tho morctu.nt a hips of tho Allied n,<l tiona. Th"\t 11 to soy, all 

moroMt1lo ohlpping of tho United llrtiono 11 rormod into " pool 

which 11 employed aa may be coneidorod noooaaAry for the bonoflt 

or all tho Unltod llet1ons . In thia vill noturally bo lneluded 

tho r~qu1rcmonte for the aupplJ Lnd m&intcn~ce of Italy . The 

•retom vlll be antlasous to th&t usod 1n lfort.h At'rica, vhe:ro th~ 

Mo~th Af~1c~ &hipping board controla all Unit~ St5tes. British 

and Pronch ahipplng uruler cert41n asrot:'l·.nta •'hlch vill have to 

b~ arrana•d 1n c1otall 1n eo tar 'l& Itelit.n ahlpa ~ro concerned . 

Wh1lo it ...,,. bo expected that a proportion or Itolitul ships 

v111 bt. vorkt.na V1th1.n the Mvditerr"tllOM o.n4 to ond froa. !tal!e.n 

Porta. lt cuat be appreciAted thnt th1a v111 not ~lv~ya nccea­

oarlly bo tho oaao nnd ahlpo flying tho It!\linn Pl1J8 cay be 

oxpootod to be uacd elsoVhoro ca 11 dono Vith tho morchant 

oh1po or ~11 tho United Nations . Italian ah1pa employed >s 

outllnod 1D thlo peragrcph v1ll l'ly tho It•ll&n Plog nnd vill 

bo mllllnod r..o tar es ..,oaa1bl<. by crt'va rrovtdtd by Itel1a.n H1n1stry 

or H&rlne u.l v111 fly the Ital1an nae. 
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PART 1 23211~ NCR 1613 PART 2 232.019 NCR 1812 

(PERSONAL AND SECRET FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM HARRIMAN, ) 

REFERRING TO YOUR CABLE TO ME USNAYCOM 21172.0 OF 
DECEMBER I BEG RESPECTFULLY TO MENT ION THAT THE REQUEST STALIN 

MADE TO YOU AND THE PR IME MINISTER AT TEHERAN WAS FOR THE 
FULFILLMENT OF THE SOV IET REQUEST FOR A SPECIF IC NUMBER OF 

ITALI AN SH IP$1 NAMELY ONE BATTLESH IP} ONE CRUISERt_EI GHT 
DESTROYERS AND FOUR SUBMARI NES FORD SPATCH TO NOKTH RUSS IA 

AND 411fff TONS DI SPLACEMENT OF IIERSH IPPIIIO FOR USE IN THE 
I LA CI< sEA, 

AFTER SOME DISCUSS ION 80TH YOU AND THE PRIME MINISTER 
AGREED THAT THE SOVIET REQUEST SHOULD BE APPROVED AND THAT THE 

DELIVERY OF THE IHI,. lAS TO BE MADE BY THE 1ST OF FEBRUARY.~ 
NO MENTION lAS MADE AT MOSCOif OR TEHERAN OF THE IR OETTING 

ADDITIONAL SHIPS UP TO ONE-THIRD OF THOSE CAPTURED, 

I IEL IEYE STAL IN EXPECTS ALL THE SHIPS HE REQUESTED 

llo. I ADIIIIAL llo. l F~ Dl CHAITIOOIL 

SEALED SECRE 
... ___ ..,...,._ . ............ 

"' 21 
22 
H 
24 
2l 
2ll 
21 
28 
20 
so 
St 
32 

33 
$4 

36 

36 
37 
38 
31 
<0 

" <2 
d 

Regraded Unclassified



... 
NAVAL MESSAGE NAVY DEP,lRTMEI -OW'TU IJTU$1011 lfllldot A'OitlSUS 
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DATI 
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PAI»t4USlO IY 

UCOICAT( IT ASTOUSl ADOIUSUS fOI WHICH MAll OWYUY IS UTUF.t.tlOIY. 

SHCET TWO OF TWO SHEETS - ALUSNA MOSCOW 2~~1a NCR 1812 
UHUSS OTHUWISE INDit ATED THIS DISPATCH WIU I( TU.NSIIfTTED WITH OlFlltiii:[Q PI£C£DENCE. 

ORIGINATOI rilL IN OATE AND TIME OAT£ TIME 

NUlO[IIC[ 

,.•o•m 
IOITtMl 

O(F[RUD 

PRIORrTY 

ROUTINE 

OU£1ti(D 

GCT 

tar WILL BE TURNED OVER TO THE SOVIET GOVERNMENTS CONTROL BY FEBRUARY 
FIRST. \ 

IF FOR ANY REASON IT IS NOT NOW ADVISABLE TO MEET THIS 
COMMITMENT ON TIME I RECOMMEND THAT THE FACTS BE GIVEN TO THE 

BRITISH MINISTER AND MYSELF IN MOSCOW AS PROUPlLY AS POSS IBLE WITH 
INSTRUCTIONS T~T WE GO DIRECTLY TO STALIN Tp EXPLAIN TO HIM THE 

SITUATION IN FULL. UNDER THIS METHOD OF HANbL I~G I HAVE NO DOUBT 
THAT STAL IN WILL BE REASONABLE AND COOPERATWE· . ON THE OTHER HAND 

IF THE COMMITMENT CA NNOT BE CARR IED OUT AN WE WA IT FOR HIM TO BRING 
PRESSU RE ON US TO CARRY OUT OUR EARLIEST C ITMeNT RESULTING FROM 

TEHERAN I AM AFRAID THAT SUSPICION MIGHT B AROUS~D IN HIS MIND OR 
IN THE MINDS Of ' li S ASSOC IATES WHO WERE NO PRESE"T AS TO THE 

FIRMNESS OF THE OTHER COMMITMENTS TAKEN AT TEHERA~. 

I INTERPRET YOUR CABLE AS BEINQ toR MY INFORMATION AND IF 
QUER IED BY MOLOTOV WI LL SIMPLY ADV ISE HIM tHAT YOU ARE GIVING ACTIVE 

CONS IDERAT ION TO THE MATTER. I 'I 
--. 

f PIA •• ••• • ACTI ON. 
'--

FILE. 

Ill, I AIIMIUL. lll.t mt. llo. l ' '' 01 CN ... UO'II. Ill. 4 $KCIAL 

SEALED ~~CRET 
Make ori,JnaJ oft.ly. O.llv•r to commt.tttlc.aUon '"'a tc.h otfic,rln. pn110•• (S.. Art. 76 (4) NAVRECS.) 

JlfQU. •• 1 
I \ I ........... I • ..... ,., ••• u, n +•ll•• _._. 

Regraded Unclassified
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I Jt0• 
1011111 RRR IIIDADn 

! OPNA~ 
2:J DECEioBER, 194 3 -DATI 

TOICODUOOII 175€ Pttoam 

KEEt ER DECLASSIFIED 
IOITII f - " JCS aeao, 1-4-74 I Ro 11 ~sor. 87 1\HP, IILR, Date MAY 2 197f01

u \ " MUIMIAIU n 

- Tt n AltDIR _.lff1 fOI WNICM IWL OI1IYUI' IS IATISf- . T 

2214 .!9 NCR 12~4 
I IIUJS OTMEIWIJE llfDICATtD TNII DI.,ATCH WILL IE TIAICSIIITTED WITH OUfiiU I'IIUUIDICE. 

OIIIIIATOI FILL IN DATE AICD nlll oan: n ilE 

TUT 

:•oR JCitC t:H ~FS OF SHFF FROY DEANE' 

U.S 1'1\VCOII 2 :J.72~ RECEI VED FROM THE PRES D~ tH I ND IC ATE ~ H S 

I NTF.H TI ON I TO ALLOCATE TO THE SOY ET WAR EFF ORT ITALI AN ~UR I C.NDHED 

f.HIPS TO A NU'.IBER OF ONE THIRD o~ THE TO"f4.L COMMENCI NG ABOJT ON~. 

FEBRUA1Y , AND FURTHER THAT HE HAS REQUESTED THE COMBINF.ll C: 'l l' FS 

OF STAFF TO ISSUE NECESSAR Y ORDERS TO GE~ EI SENHOWER. I N 

ANf iC IPAT ! ON CF SOVIET QUEST ONS WE ASK THAT THE ALIERICM4 ~Nl 

Bai T IEY IIISS !Cillll BE !NFORLIED WHETHER I NTENT !ON,:~ TO J:iall. S!i !PS 

I TAL I AN IAANNEI• OR TURN SOME DIRECTLY OVER TO SOVIE TS. IS l fC•\L 

EST IMI.fE DESIRED AS TO NUMBER SOVIE TS CAN !.IAN. AL SO REQUES' EARLY 

INFO Ot4 NA.~EG OHIPS ALLOCATED, SCHEDULE t.ND PLACE DELI VER\' AND 

OTIIEk P::RTINEtlr I NFOIHIAT I ON . 

ACI: JOINT CHIFFS OF STAFF • •• •• • • NAVAIDE •••• I LE. -·-w. lo. I IIU. 

SEALED 
-· 

Regraded Unclassified



COPY 

Fr0111 

To 
Opn &v 
Aluon&, London 

21 December l94S 

IIUliBER 422, PERSONAL AND SECRET, PROM THE PRESIDENT FOR T 
!lAVAL PERSON, 

I h&ve juet received the followi ng meoo&ge trom H&rriE&D 
20 O.oeabert 

"Request that 1 be informed of tho &ction taken to 
c&rry out the comitment -.de by you &.nd the Pr ime lolinht 
&t the Teher&n Conference th&t the It&li&n ahi po requeoto 
by the Soviete ohould be delivered on one February, &I I 
ohal l undoubtedly be queried at a meeting with Molotov 
ocheduled for Frid&y or Saturday to diocuea unf inished 
bu1ineee of Tehor&n. " 

"It ie =Y intention that Italian ourrondered ohipo 
to a number of one-thi r d of the tot&l be &lloc&ted cam­
aenoing about one February to the Soviet war ef fort ao 
rapidly ao they ca n be made available from their preoent 
emplo711ent in the Allied war effort. 

"After the aurrender ot our co~on enemiee the title 
of ownerahip will be decided. 

"I have roqueoted Combined Chie f o ot St&tt to iooue 
necoeear y order• to General Eieenhower . • 

ROOSEVELT 

s ... t f 
- 1 -

Regraded Unclassified



COPY 

lllliORANDUII fOR 

Cccbined Chiefs or St arr : 

The Preoident and t.ho Pri.ue llinieter at 

Teheran agreed to assign !or Soviet war uat one-thi rd or the 

sh1'>e eurrendered to the ollieo by lrAly, to begin the a .. f$n­

ooent about februerr 11r st, title or ownershi' to be decided 

ulX)n a.tte.r t.he surreod.er of our eo:non enciea. 

The Presidenl. deeiree that t.he Co!lbined Cniefs 

ot SWC 1 .. ue to General EieenhCIJftr t..nt order• necea.sary 

to l\CCC>">pliOh this . 

1•1 WILLIAll D. LEAHY 

SECRET 

Regraded Unclassified
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SIC RET 
PRIORI TY 

FROih 
TO o 

OPNAV 
ALUSNA, !.!OSCOlf 

) 

21 llECIDlBE!I 194S 

FOR AI.IBASSADOR HJ.llRI!Wl PRO!.! TilE PllESIDENT ~ fa 
.,. : 0 . .. ta:::t X. 

RSPSAAING TO YO{lft JJ!!SSAGE, ALIJSNA II.OSCOI'I 201719 DECEIIBEll , IT IS 

11Y INTENTION THI.T ITAIJA.N SURRENDERED SHIPS TO A ~'Ul.!l!ER 0!' Ol!E THIRD 

OY THE TOTAL liB AllOCATED TO Tfl'B SOVT!:T 'NAR EFFORT AS RAPIDLY AS Tl'BY 

CAN BE IIADE AVAII.Al!LE FRCll T!!l! . ' RP.SE~'T El.IPLOYX!lliT I N T!!l! AIUED IIA!t 

!FPOR'l OOW.'!l!iClliG ABOUT FEBROARY n PS'l, 

TITLE OF O'llliE!!SHIP TO E! DECIDED Ar""ffiF '1'!!E Sl'llREliD5ll Of OOR 

C OJD.ION 8JIE!;.T8 S , 

I P.AVE REQUESTED COI:BimlD CPlEFS OF STAPP TO ISSUll IIECESSARY 

ORDERS TO GENERAL EISEN1!011!11l , 

ROOSEVELT 

Regraded Unclassified
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S£&RET Oecoobor 21, 1943, 

PRi:.SIDEUT TO HARRII!All 

Re ferring t o your mossaeo•~ 
' 

.,P JJ ]I'f, 

of 21 December i t is my intention that I talian 

surrendered ships to a numbor of one thi rd of t he total 

bo alloca t ed to the Soviot wa r offort es rapid l y as they 

osn be made availcble from their present employm.ont 

i n the al lied war effort co~onc1ng about Pebrunry f irs t . 

Tit le of o\1tlerahip to be decided after~ 
surrender of our cocncn enoo1os . 

I have requested Combined Chiefs of Stoff 

to iGsue necess&ry or<lers to Ceneral J:.lsenhoYier , 

Regraded Unclassified



.. 
NAVAL MESSAGE NAVY DEPARTMEI 

UTliiSIOM MUIIUl l OOlWUI 

fltOII ALUSNA UOSCOW a 
0 

I'RIDI ITY 

tW.UlDIY 

ii 
4 - OPNAV 

~RR!ftflfRR 
0 

21 IfC •• 194':1 - .ouuuo 
DATE -

TOl C00£1t0011 ~8':19 a PI IDI IJ't 
0 ; 

101n1r 
DECODED If HAICI:I :0 -e 

HATCH 
!! 

0£f(ll(0 

PARAPHRASED 11 

INDICATE IY UllRISK ADDRESS£($ FOR WHK:H MAIL OUIVER't IS S.UISFACTORY. 

2~1719 NCR 9929 
ti!WS OTHOWIIt IHDit.I.TlO ntlt DISPATCH WIU I( TWI1111TTtD WITH DUUlED l'l(t[D£MtL 

ORIGINATOR FilL IH DATE AND TIME DAU: TIM£ 

Tm 

PERSONAL AllD SECRET FOR THE PRES I DENT FROU HARRIUAN. 

AT THE TEHERM CONFERENCE YOU MI.U THE PRIUE MI NISTER AGREED 

THAT THE I TALl AN SHI Pfl REQUESTED BY THE SOVIETS SHOULD BE 

DELIVERED ON ONE FEBRUARY. REQUEST THIT I BE INFORUED OF 

THE ACTi ml TAKEN TO CARRY OUT THIS COMMI TTMENT AS I SHALL 

~ NAVAIDE •••••• ACTION 

Ott 

•• 4 mcJAL 

IICR.a.• -
SEALE SECRET 
Make ori,Pnal onl:y. O.llv•r to comft'lun.laUon watc.h oftker ln ~"· (S.. Art. 71 (4) HAVR£CS.) 

I......OUO.I t ' ' -toooHo " ' .-""' ..,, ... 

Regraded Unclassified



. ~ 
f lllT SH llfll 

IIBIIORAJIOOII POR J.DifiRAL LBAHY 1 

l. 'l'hls papor bu been prepared at the ina tanoe of 
Mr . Hopkins , to be available if needed . 

2 , It ia believed t hat t his matter abould not be 
brought up or initiated b7 the u. s . aide unless the 
occasion demands , 

ROYAL. 

Thin baa been cleared with Oonoral Marshall , Admiral K11 

&nd Oon.. ral Arnold , 

\, 

ROYAL 

·s • 

Regraded Unclassified
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RITY 

llliiiORAI DOII POR 'I'IJE PRSS I!Eli'l' 1 

Prom: The United Statoa Oblate or Starr . 

l ubject : Allooat1on ot Itall on Sb1pa t o t ho U. S, S ,R, 

'1'be queaUon ot t ho allooaUon ot Itall1111 abipa t o 
tho U. s . s . R., u roq ... ate4 at tlw lloaoow Contaronce, .. J 
be broucbt up 4ur1A& the Ellll&ltA prooee41A&•, 

'rho original Rua oian reqv..at wu tor 1 battluhip , 
l oruiaer, 8 4oatroJoro , • eu-..r1Doa an4 40 ,000 d l a plece­
MDt ton& Of Ml'eha.Dt ahipplJl&, Thia N (lll .. t 1& the Ollb­
Jeot or t be e:ubaJl&o or • -bel' or cliep a t ch .. between 
our clolepUon 1D lloa oow and tho Pl'ealdent , llur1Ag thoae 

1l j ) eJLahanau tho allocation, or pooalble allocation, or ..2QI.-
'' ~ or t he Italia.n Pleot tor tbo uae or t he u . s . s . R. wae lo 

oonaurrecl 1D b7 t be United Siatea, lloweyer , lt i a under ­
atoocl that the u , S , S, R, woulcl not bo pro~aracl a t t hia time 

t o ..., and e:.plOJ ono-thlrcl ot tha I talian Pl .. t, 

I t tho allooation or I talian a bipa \o \be u . s . s , R, 
1a brou&bt loll> at t hia t1M, the ac tion &31'0acl upon abould 
be eolalJ wi th N&arcl to ita lntluonoo on tha proaecutlon 
ot t he war. The f ollowing tao tore are t o be oonaiderod: 

a . '1'be tumiD& oYer ot I talian ebipe to the Ruoolana 
at lhio tiM woulcl ba•e a aor ioua Mftree etr oot o n t he 
proeealltlon ot the war 1n I ta1J ao4 in au oh other p lecea 
u Italian t orooa AN now oooporati.Ag. r t • • - quite 
poaaU1le tbat tho Italian erowe, batoN aurren4er1ng 
\be abipa \o the Rud- -lei aeut Ue . 1\alJ boo 
beon aooeptM u a ao-bellipront. 'rbe ourrenotor or 
Italian ahipa would pr o•iclo Y&lu e b- pr opaganda tor u ae 
bJ the ana~ with tho 1\aUano 1n Oo~, occupied 
ltalJ , OYOn alanbaN , 

b , I talian a bipa would not OOM pi'OYi ded w1tb apere 
par'ta and -.a1Uon. Further , \hoJ would probeblJ 
re(lulre a0111 .oclor nlaatlon, eepae1allJ u reaarda ent1-
air eratt ....... n\ 0 oh leb t he O, S , S,R, baa DO .. ana ot 
ettao u ng . 

- l -

SECh URIP 

Regraded Unclassified



a 1• I'M-a4ed tbet U aonU-• \o be apeo4 1n 
pr1oe1plo \bet ooe-\blrd of \be I \el1ao warab1pa that are 
alloeata4 tor \ranator \ o pewora other than I talJ be allo ­
aa\84 t or t he uao ct \ho c .s,s .JI . I t 1a 1'\&r\ber roaoa­
-A41t4 that. .zq ql&aaUon of t he al location of Ital1an novel 
ah1pa t o otbar po-r• be 4atorrM., at loaat unt il afar 
tba a onolua1on of All1a4 ott aoa1 .. oporat1aa. l n I \alJ. 

WILLIAM 0 . L&.Al~ , 
Adalral, U. S , RaYJ, 

Cb1ot ot Statt \o the 
c.-oA4or 1n Cblat ot tba Arw:/ a n4 Jl aYJ . 

- II -
• 

Regraded Unclassified
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SECRET 
WAR DEPARTMENT 

CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER 
CDA 343 • 
31/ 2305 INCOMING 
aJk 

SECURITY CONTROL 

URG I" lfT 

Froa: JIA Llld)on 
To: MILJD Waablncton, DC 

No: ~ 31 Aucuat 1943 

kennan ' s reply to Stronc ' • 648 , 

"Solbora and I bava now confe~red personal l y 
wit~n ln question. Aa be waa not prepared to be 
autf1c1 eatly detailed about praaeat posi tion o~ abipa 
and plana tor their depart~e we did not f eel justified 
in tellina bi• destination• to wbicb tbey .tgbt co. 
Talk tbua re .. iaed esplorato~y. Re leavea tor Ita ly 
tonicbt aod propoaee co..unicate witb ua t~tber 
81 lOOn aa CCllllpaoy i a pJ'epared to eive fu ll data on 
poaition and condition of ebipe and plana tor deplrtuJ'e . 
l"vacuation of ehipa would obvioualy be aoat difficult 
without connivance of WOP Maval Autboritiee , We do 
not believe t r aa t • lk tha t aucb collaboration baa yet 
been worked out by CCliiiPany. It baa occurred to •• 
tb1t e ntir e action ataht conceivably be absorbed by 
scope of any ar.tatice arranc .. enta affecting WOP 
lfaval abipa whicb are belna or atabt be conaidered . 
In t bat c••• WOP lfavy could beadle lialaon wltb caapany 
and further contact thJ'u 1111 would not be aeceaaary. " 

In apite of Kennan's requaat not repeated to 
Ti aenbower because of aecJ'et aec~i ty. 

lfoaia 
648 ia CM-OUT-12468 (30 Au~ 43) GEN STRONG 
ACTIO N: GEl; S'!!lOI\G 
H;F'OR.IIATIO N: OPD, C OF S, ADII KING 

Cil··l N- 7 6 (1 Sll)J 4 :'1) 0223Z a ce 

SECRET COPY No. ~ .' 

Regraded Unclassified



CDA 31U 
J'lled 31/ 230!1 
arb 

SECRET 
WAR DEPARTMENT 

CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER 

INCOMING Mc.~:::»A\:1 

SECURITY CONTROL 

J'ro•: Liebon 
To : •rLID 

CORRBCTED COP1 

URG.IKT 

•o. 927, 31at A~t 1943 

Peraoaal atudy aDCI iatarrop~tloa ot •• ia 
qu•Uoa laad • t o bell••• bia or111aa1 atate•nta 
were 11Y81l too hopeful lntarpretatloa and were paaaed to 
lnaaan ln tar .. aot warranted by aubjecte daclarat i ona . 
h raoul to stro .. re 18J 928 J coacla•le be 1a very 
jualor lD flr• be repraiiBti and could aot ba•e .. de 
aay declaratloaa wblcb would allow aaeuaptlon that hla 
eoapaay waa ready to turn over ablpa. Be lnaleted to 
as that bla atata .. nta are peraoaal con9eraat1oaal and 
al.oat casual. J believe •tter waa aot .. ture enough 
to alert hllh le•ela. I a• lncliaad to doubt turtber 
deYelop .. at wltbln tbia fra ... ork. J'ollowlnl Daalah 
eYeata lt would be well to aaau .. Gar• Yllllaace o•er 
WOP eb1pp1 .. ia 1nteaa1f1ed. Rot repeated anywhere. 

Solbor1 

NOTE : Corrected copy of CM-JK-123 (1 Sap 43) Gen Strong. 

ACTI ON: Gener•l Strong 

I IIPOIUIATIOM: OPD 
Adalral ICing 

~~ 
SECRET COPY No. 1 7 

1'MC M.AimiQ CW All IXACT CCWY Or THt8 ~~ .. I'OftiiiDOE.N 

Regraded Unclassified



SECRET 

...,.c niNCOMING 
ltnano • 

rr-: Alclere 
To : ACII.U 

11o, • 1724, 30 Aua•t tN3 I 
Plaa oatliaed epprowed (tor tbe penoaal atteatioa ol 

CleMral Btroq WOOBI rr- IU.DIIower NfaNaee :roar 12'72 
of A..-t 21th) pr.,..lded ablpe eoac:eraed eea raacb .. lta . 
Tripoli, or Bllterte ebeN tbe:r will be Nfualed for paa.a .. 
to 01111'altar , Nfueled tbeN aad dlreeted to pr-.1 OaHied 
ltatea . Air eowerap aDd eecort caa be prowided . .. lta abould 
be BHI'DBc:laed oa a aaterl:r couna . lequaat l be ch•a dete 11-
ed 1ator•Uoa aa aucb 1a achaaee aa coadiU- peratt. 

110 ate 

l!CIOfJI)TI : 8272 is CM-oUT- 11187 (28 Auc 43) Gen Sh•onc 

ACl'l o•: Gl. IITaOIIG 

I .OIIIAno•: OPD 
·: of P 

Cll- lll-228llll (30 Auc 43) 

J...<d·-•~ { 
J IV t ~ u d·<~ j.,.,.. ' q j 

11441 flab 

SECRET OPY No. 29 
THC MAJONG OF' Alt EXACT CO~Y 0,. THIS MUSAQC 1.8 F'ORBtOOCN 

Regraded Unclassified



SECRET 

OUTGOING 

SbCURITY CONTROL 

MIL,\TTACHL AMLJ;.GUI O!I 
r, lSBON POR'fUGAL 

llu•bcr 648 

l:.xocutive Office G-2 IUS 
WDGBI GVS/td 

Pass to Kennan at onco citing hia lq06 27th August to 
~tate. (Sec•·et security) in v iew of urgent iaportance of 
o.atter and ti111e ele.aont involved tba follmine inforlll:1t ton 
is s lvon you dir~ct rather t han being sent through State 

Depar t ment . 

Etuenbowcr was lnforQod of cubot~nca ol your r-06 and 
statea in r eply th~t he approvo11 pl~n provided shi pa can 
r ench either MD.l ta, Tripol i or Bic•n·tc nt which plnces they 
cnn be refueled f or passage to Gibraltar an<2 there f ueled 
before p1·oceding to til is country. Air coverage a nd esco•·t 
can be p••ovidcd by Eisonhow"r who requires detailed info>~ 
onntion as early as conditione permit . no like'llise s peci­
fies that llal t a should be appl'o:t.chod on an EAsterly course. 

It is requested that in dovelOI)ing this matter yoo doal 
•ith Eisenbower through llil1ta.ry At t ache who is directed to 
place a ll facilities of bis office at your disposal. If 
necosaary he uy also utill:>o facilities of Milita ry Attache 

Madrid. 

State Oopartaeot is being Jnfor•ad of substa~ce of tbia 
aeasago We would a ppreciate being kep t info..-ed through 
yoor llil1tnry llttacll~ of develepaents e nol ae.·,:.ge to Kennan. 

Soae doubt e 1<ists in our mind as to whether lla l ta should 
be a!)pl·oa.ebod on an Easterly courae or Westerly course. Be­
fore final action is tnken check oithe>' direct or thrnugh 
Madrid witb Eisonbowor ns to bearing . 

Stx-Oilg 

ORlG INIITOR: General Strong (S~ato Dept ) 

!).'FOIUIATIOM: OPD, C of S •5/Wl..J..~ CII-OOT-124611 11:.~~ 43) 2047Z OQI!Y No. 
THI: MAKING OF AH IOCACT COPY OF THII MUSACI! IS FORBIDOCH 

Regraded Unclassified



SECRET 

OUTGOING 

5 B<.."U I! trY COPl'RO.L 

CO ALL1LD FO~CE DQS 
FlU.bOOM ALGI!>mi 

Nu111ber 6272 

G-2--VTS •X(ICUtivo Office 
'100111 /GV,. / zo l 

Legation in Lisbon reports ar.·iv~l of ropresentat.v~ 
of ltallnn Coru~ul ich !' •ea!Lqh lr' COlli!>:\ D)" !Uking contnct v ltb 
W.ncuester of Pan AQerican to trnnnl'l tb~ iollowin& i n• 
formation for Eieenb~cr 1n p ·•·en froa S!rong WDGBI ~ ~n~d 
Marshall Foll01>io~; v e£"1<018 :.r~ !n Hali-.n ports· Rn", 
Duilio, Vulcnnia, Sat ut·nia, Co.r.te do St.vnia, Giulio CeEaro 
alon~ wi th a number of unn~med ! rt>gbtcrs. C~p~ay •ishe~ 

to deU•cr ships which art> genernll) in t;ocd condition ~ o 
our authorities uithout dolo)' : .w fenr th<oy be scdzed or 
scut tled by Germans. l'hcy pruZer that ,.e ratbor tban Dr!, •.!lh 
havo the az . Fuel i e ~llnt but tboy p>'ohnhly ba.vo enough to 
move f r-0111 l Italian J>Ort to "oothf'l' 1\llent exr-~cts to roL~n•n 
t o l t nly on Ruzust 3ls• 

Above ia furnished f.or your information in the ev .. rt 
thn t you ha ve not a lready been not iti&d fro.11 Lisbon . c11rn 
policy Involved is .covered by &~nc.ral instruct l ona alrc~dy 
sent you a nd since decisio11 &A to pl'Ocodure aust be a :>.do b~· 
you no action will bo taken bore except Navy is furni.hfn. 
you full dot oils a~ t o ships in quost1on. dttacbes in ~drid 
and Lisbon a re entirel y at your diwposal . 

ORIGINATOR: Gen. Strong 

llll'OR!AATION: OPO 
SGS 
LOG 

( 2P. Aug •13) loe . ( If, . .)-' 
vJ ~~ I 

SECRET COPY No. 21 
T>fE MAKING OF AN IXACT COPY 0 , TH .. IIUSAOE IS FOA8100EN 

Regraded Unclassified



f!!!ilfi i42j 

28 Au~st 1943 

f'rcn 1 Uap RoCID 

to1 The Preaident , Queb4o , Canada. 

St'Pplo..,nt to II"ITE 141. Nny lwl ouppliod Gonora1 Eisenhowe r 

with full infoli!lt.tion on the • • ••• 1• in qu.tJat1on •nd has p laced 

Aluana Lis bon at hia ditposal tor any aesotiations he may ~sh to 

u.ndor-ta.ke . 

Au~uot 28 1943 2H UZ 

Regraded Unclassified



/iHlf! 141/ 

28 AUO';IIIt 1943. 

P'ro:111 Uap Boo= 

Toa th~ Pr oa1dtnt. Qu.beo, C'nada. 

R-tference J~:l..ACK 15. 

Dhpateh from Uaboo • bout Italian 1hlpa h.ad already bee n 

••nt by General k.rsh a.ll to Ei•enhO'fJ .. r tor • ot:toa. Admiral King 

haa been tnforaed . 

Aur,utt 28 1943 1917Z 

Regraded Unclassified



/BUCK 15/ 

Autuat 28, 1943 

" 1 
Froma The Preaident, Quebec, Canada. 

Fora Colonel B~ond 

Reterenoo to Wl!JTB 139. 

Aal: Oenerol !larah&ll and Ac!alral Xint; how the diaooteh troes 

Lhl>on ol>out Itol1oo llhioo h 1>e1nr h&n~lod an~ oay tha t my bt­

preaoion 11 t hat it ahould be hon~lod by Eiaenhowor . 

Regraded Unclassified



J 

jWHITS 1S9f 

S!CP.BT 

Pro•u Lhbon 

Teler.ram no. ~ 

DEPARTIIENT OF STATE 

THB SBCRI!TARY 

P ARAP!IRAS! AUIIUit 28 , 1943 

Deted : Au~at 27, 9 p. m. 

Rec ' d: Au~uot 27 , 10r57 p .m. 

There has just arriv~d in Liebon an official of the Consulioh 

Stel!llship Cw.pany. He has ll&de contact w1 th Viinchoster of Pan A.."l<<r lean , 

whom he knew i n Italy fo rmerly . This offi cial'• authority t o speolc for 

the coopany cannot be queetioned . He ca=e to Lisbon in order that the 

followi ng information might be tranamitted to the American authorltiear 

Followine; ves ae la ol' the Coa ulich Company are now in Italian 

ports r GI11LIO CESARB, COJ.!'\'E OS SAVOU , SATURifiA, RRX, OOILIO, a.od 

VULCA!II A. In addition to the .. there are uveral oew frei~htera. Pas­

senger vessels have not been alt ered for other useo and the shipe ere 

in general ly good cond i tion. The co~any wiahes t o deliver the2 up at 

once t o our authoritiee , as they ere apprehenalve leet they be t aken 

over or ecut tled at any mo..,nt by the Geraane. I t 1o their ore ference 

that we, rather than the !lrl tlah, take th.,. over. They do !lot have 

tuel for lonr. voyn~ee , but i t ia his bel ief that sufficient fuel to move 

them fron one Italian por t t o another ia on hand. It i a hie deal re to 

receive inatructiona aa to how and where delivery ahould be effecte d. 

On Au~ust 31 , he expeote to r eturn to Italy, but if neceosary, in order 

to take baolc our reply, he will poa tpone hia trip. 

Porta 1n wh ich theae veeae la are now looated were not indicated by 

this official . Preaumable aome are in Trieate. Of courae, the GUILIO 

CESARE ia now enga~ed in priaooer of wer e~oha~e. and i a at Laa Palmaa 

aooording to preaa reporta. 

Regraded Unclassified



1 u r epeat1nz thia eeaa•&• to AlQ. era, in the ever'lt that ~t i a 

a .atter tor operational ~eadquarter e . The Ha•al Attache n.a been 

r~\Htated by •• to obtain con fin~at i on thrO\u;h hia own ehannela. I 

will b<t happy to t rano111it any raply .., ny oore to male• throu~:h 

lf1 noheo tor . 

Arerie&n Charge d ' Aff•irea 
ad interim 

Regraded Unclassified
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