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December 4, 1044

Commending CGeneral
Allied Force Headquarters
Daserta, ITtaly

Supreme Hoadquarters
Allied Expeditionary Forces
Main Echelon

Terseilles, France

Jommanding General
United Kingdom Base Section
Londen, England

Number WARX 72580

Attention invited to NAF 763. TOPSEC book message to
Wilson Ceserta and Elsephower Versailles for actiomn, to
Central Districi United Eingdom Base Secticn Londom pass
to British Chiefa of Staff for information. This
message is FaN 463 to Wilson and FACS 113 to Elsenhower
from the Combined Chiefs of Staff,

1. Combined Chiefs of Staff agree with your proposals
for the handling of Italian warships and merchant vessels
saptured in ports of Southern Fremce., This is to say,
these ships will be dealt with under the surrender
instrument end the Cunningham-Courtin agreement, being
turned over to the Italisns for operations of care and
waintenunce pending ultimafe settlement concerning the
Italian fleet and merchant shipping.

2, With regard to recaptured Allied shipe, Combined

Chiefs of Staff agree that these should be treated in -
accordance with SHAEF AG 546-1 QDS-AQGM of 30 May, which
weans that they will be returned to the Ally concerned.

CN-0UT~T72580 (5 Dec 44)
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The disposal of Fx-Yugoslav ships would follow the
arrangements made betweem Dr Subasic and Marahall Tito,

3. Treatment of enemy ships captured in French ports

le more difficult in that no agreement exists comparable to
that concerning recaptured Allied ehips upon which SHAEP's
instructions cf 30 May are based., Question is a general
cne not confined to ports of Soutiiern Frence and ombined
Chief's of 3taff have agreed on the following policies
concerning enemv chips captured before the surrender of
germany: :

A.3CAFF and SACMFD should have first call for the
purpose cf' their operations on enemy ships captured in
ports within their command as they have on Fx-Allied
ghips,

- b.When enemy werchant ships captured or found in
ports within the commend of SCAEF and SACNFD are no longer
required for military operations under such Commanders,
they should be turned over to the representatives of
the Combined Shipping Adjustment Boerd who will a
for manning and for operation within the Combined Shipping
pool, such vessels to remein subject to all claims
<neluding salvage claims and to be accounted for in the
ultimate shipping settlement,

i cagtured enewmy warshipe other than Fx-Allied

ships should be at the disposal of SCAEF and SACMED who
ghould refer to the Combined Chiefs of Staff for directicn

concerning their assignment,
CM=0UT-72580 (5 Dec 44)
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4., Any negotiatione to obtain Allied agreement to the
above policy will be conducted by the appropriate
merchant shipping authorities of the United Btates and
United Kingdom. Meanwhile, the above directiom will
be operative,

End
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Adm Eing
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 3, 1944,

MEMORANDUM FOR
ADMIRAL BROWN:

Please let me see copy of

proposed reply.
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DO REGARDING WINTERIZATION OF EX BRITISH BB AND 1D HE CONS IDERED THEY
WERE OKAY ALTHOUGH 1T WAS POINTED OUT THAT THE BD WERE MUCH THINNER

SKINNED THAN THE MILWAUKEE, REQUEST INFO IF ATTACHE OR PURCHASING
COMMISSION BROACH SUBJECT IN WASHINGTON.
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SECRET "IVI"
PRIORITY

From: CG, Allled Force Headquarters, Caserta, Italy
To: War Department
No: FX Bs5287 NAF 763 20 Nugust 1944

PX 85287 to AGWAR for Combined Chiefe of Staff and
to USFOR for British Chiefs of Staff repeated "HAEF for info
signed Wilson g FHCOS

This a NAF ?631

s—imequebtion has arisen of the prosedure tc be
adopted in respect of Italian warships and merchant vessels
elther in service or capable of salvage which will eventually
Ye captured in ports of southern France.

2. The warships are not likely to be of wvalue to
the war effort and I intend to lay them up in accordance with

sppendix to CCS 515/1.

3. In accordance w'th the terme of the armistice all
Italian merchant vessels will be handed over to the Supreme
Allled Commander and utilized by the allies., All other vessols
wéll be treated in accordence with SHAEF AG 545-1 GDS-AGM
30th May.

4. I am informing you of this in case thare may te
scme protest through diplomatic channels by the Fosench against
the adoption of the procedure outlined above since not only
vill they have been captured in French ports but the forces

. which effected their capture will be partially Freach,

End .,
ig;gaibu %ﬂﬁir-ﬂﬂﬁh? Gen Somervell OPD
H [:] Gen Bissell Adm Eing leo
CM-IN-1B675 (20 Aug 44) 20352 bem ¢
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TOPSEGREY :;

FROM ALUSNAIOSCOY TO GNO i

INFO ON EX WMILWAUKEE, §N MEETING %ITH GHIEF OF NAVAL
GENERAL STAFF YESTERDAY INQUIRED ABOUT OPERATION AND

STATUS OF EX JILWAUKEE WITH NO INFERENCE INFO MY
ATA883, SHE IS BEING OVERHAULED AT MOLOTOVEK AND SAID

TO BE PREPARING FOR EARLY PLANNED OPERATIONE, REPLY TO
QUESTIOK REGARDING HER OPERATION THEY E *PRESSED NO

FAULT FINDING AND WERE GRATSFUL FOR EXCELLENT INSTRUCTION
BY NUGLEUS CREW, ABOUT MATERIAL CONDITION REPLY WAS

INDEFENITE AS SHIPS CGOMPANY WAS STILL SOUNDI NG OUT THE
SHIP, SUGGESTION MOLOTOVSK OF COUR SE CAPABLE OF HAHDL I NG

ALL NEGESSARY REPAIRS WAS DODGED BY (NFERENGE THAT EXTENT
REPAIRE FOUND NZEDED WOULD REQUIRE A DETAILED "LAN UPON

MHICH LOCATION REPAIR WORK WOULD BE DETERMINED THAT SHIP
WAB OLD AND SOMSTIMES IN SOUNDING FOR DEFECGTS IN SUCH

Me. | ADMIRAL. No. 2 FILE. Wo. 3F-| OR CHARTROOM. Ko. 4 SPECIAL

TOP SECRET
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: CHECK BELOW 4p
PAGE TvO OF 3889357 HGR 726 e
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WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTEw

OUTGOING CLASSIFIED MESSAGE

SECHET
Combined Chlefs of 3taflf
Tikesy

14 June 39434

Supreme Headjuarters
Allied Ezpeditionary Forces
London, England

Commanding Goneral
USAF North Afriean Theater of Operations
Alpiera, Algeria

Cemmanding General
U3AF Europoen Theater of Operations
London, England

Number: WARX 50973

To Wilson for eetiom, to SHAEF for Eiseghower and RPOTUSa
pass to British Chief's of Stafs for information, FAN 365
from the Combined Chiefs of" 3tafr.

Subjeet 1s NAF 637. Folicy for repairs, maintenance
and supply of Itaijan naval units econteined im C.C.S. 515/1
which assigns primary respoudibllity therefor to the U.K.
and limite U.5. reaponsibility to issue of supplies r'rom
U.5. stocks direct to Itelian mavel vessels In the Mediter-
ranean vhieh will be made only to meet minimum osgentinl
operationel requirementsa of those Itaiian naval veasels
operating from U.S. coatrolled porta. It is therefore in
the first instance the responsibility of the Royal Navy Lo
obtain suppliea for Italian personnsl inasmuch as they are
under the command of the Royal Navy. 1In viev of tne fore-
golng, the mueber of personnel of Italisn armed Forces whoae
rations sre iy the rirst instance tie responsibliity of the
U.t. should ba reduced by atrength of Italian Havy and
should be coni'ined to exact strengtn of Ttaliun Army end
Alr Forces since stockplling for this purpose not coneidercd

Favorably.

ORIGINATOR: 0C/S End

INFORMATTON: Gen Arnold BED dea Bissell

Adm King ¢ 10G
CM-0UT -50973 \i5 June I7) 02232 hwt
SECRET
’ i1

Yo HLlaly Cory No.
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DRAFTER B ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE
fioe p ASTERISK (") VAILGRAM ADORESSEE 3
_ ALUSNA HMOSCOW PRIORITY 2
RELEASED BY | RRARNe 2
A E DEFERRED 5
Sesh e BASEGRAN @
Tor cooeroor ___ 48@¢8J/7 | 1
otcooeo By KRANING/ALTENHOF |3 PRIORITY  ®
PmpHmEDREE[ AN CHECKED E ROUTILE ,“:
BY HrrusunnﬂHEY : DEFERRED 12
ROLTED BY - | - BASEGRAM 13
= = 4
UNLESS OTRENwiSE IWQicATro Te'S oiSPATCS will Bf TRAMAWITTEG wITH SEFFRRFS PRECESEWEE aMD A% ACMIMISTEAT VL. |F QPERATIONAL :,5
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PACE 1 OF 4 #7¢803 NCR 858 1
Originator till in DATE AND TIME GROUP (Use 6. C. T.) 1.:
OF QUTGOIWG DISPATCHES PLEASE LEAVE ABOUT ONE INCHM CLEAR SPACE BEFORE BEGIMNING TEXT o
PART 1 ()708¢4 NCR 1744 PART 2 (§7¢8@#3 NCR 858 .
TOPSEC. ALUSNA MOSCOJ SENDS TO CNO. s
!.IURE.‘.AHBK_HEPMH OFFICER INFORMED CAPT FRANKEL RECENTLY OF ::
SOVIET DESIRE SEND M ILWAUKEE TO0 US FOR MAJOR OVERHAUL. WHEN a7

QUESTIONED STATED MATTER HAD BEEN PASSED TO_NAVY CORHISSAR g
WHO HAS NOT VENTIOMED IT HERE YET. 1N EEENT SOVIETS SHOULD 4
TAKE UP SUBJECT DIRECTLY WITH NAVY DEPARTHENT FOLLOWING INFO g
AND COVMENT 1S SUSMITTED. IF SOVIETS BROACH SUBJECT HERE | 4

INTEND TO TAKE STAND INDICATED IN _FOLLOWING UPON WHICH YOUR o
GOLUENT IS BEQUESTED. ENGINEER ADMIRAL BUBROVIN PROPOSED .
SUBJECT TO FRANKEL INDICATING THEY PREPARING LIST OF KORK o
WHICH WOULD REQUTRE LONG OVERHAUL. FRANKEL DISCUSSED WITH 4
LT WILLIAYS SENIOR US OFFICER STILL ON BOARD WHO HAD HELPED
PREPARE LIST OF ROUTINE REPAIR AND OVERHAUL ITEMS FOR SOVIETS
10 DO BUT WHO SAW NO REAL_REASON FOR MAJOR OVERWAUL. ONLY 4
BIC ITEN APPARENT WAS LIFTING OF REDUCTION GEAR CASING WHICH
NOT DONE IN OVER 5 YEARS AND_ALTHOUGH RECENTLY FULL POWER i
RUN SUCCESSFUL GEARS ADMITTEDLY MADE SLIGHT NOISE. FEW PITS
Ho. | ADMIRAL. Mo. 2 FILE. Wo. 3F-1 OR CHARTROOH. Ko. 4 SPECIAL ;:

51
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v o SECRET DISPATCH

PRECEDENCE
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i

| 1 __ASTERISK (") V'AILGRAM ADDRESSEE |
FRon ALUSHA 110SCOW ! i PRIORITY L
RELEASED BY__ - § BHE"E ?
- S IRED .
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DECODED BY 42 ) 10
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PARAPHRASED CHECEED E 11
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IN TANKS REDS POINTED QUT AS STRUCTURAL WEAKNESS, SOVIET e
COMMANDING OFFICER INTIMATES SHIP NOT SEAWORTHY AND 7 OR 8 o
MONTHS OVERHAUL REQUIRED, SOVIETS CONSIDERING CUTTING DOWN =
STACKE ARD COMBINING INTO 2 STACKS TO IMPROVE APPEARANCE. 2
SO0 THEY HAVE BEEN MEASURING ARCS OF FIRE WITH POSSIBLE IN- =

J!‘l L 268
TENTION OF REMOVING CATAPULTS AND INSTALLING ADDITIONAL CUNS. =
SOVIETS CONSIDER ALL WORK CAMN BE DONE_QUICKER AND BETTER IN i
US THAN TN THEIR YARD AT ARCHANGEL AND THAT IF THEY UNDERTAKE o
BORK 1T _MAY EFFECT THEIR ABILITY TO DO EMERGENCY WORK ON MER- '
CHANT VESEELS OF CONVDYS AS [N PAST. OFINION THIS OFFICE I§ ™

HLi

THAT }ﬁa SOVIETS COINC BACK OM ALL THEIR STATEMENTS ABOUT ﬁ
URGEN EED FOR SHIP AND ON HOW QUICKLY THEY WOULD GET IT INTO ;
nc{luw ON_ESCORT DUTY AND_IN_ATTACKS ON ENEMY HIFPIHG. =
4) SOVIETS HAVE SEEN IN DRITISH SHIPS ITENS NOT ON MILWAUKEE '
ANMD ANXI0US TO REQUEST EVERYTHINCG MODERN. IN THIS RESPECT ::
THEY UHBEH“T&HB TC BE DRIVINC ERITISH FRANTIC IN EXPRESSING i
DISSATISFACTION %ITH BRITISH ?11P5 DEMANDING ADDITIONAL WORK e
AND COMPLETE PUDEHHIZ TION. ALT H UGH SHIP HAD 18 WONTHS :;
41
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SPARES ON BOARD WELL STORED AND INDEXED THEY HAVE RESTOWEL i
OR ISSUED EVERYTHING WITH RESULTINC CONFUSBON. THEY UNDER- :
STAND SOME ITEMS OF SPARES INVOICED TO SHIP WERE NOT DELIVERED®
AND STRESS DELIVERY. WE BELIEYE ONCE SHIP IS IN US DEMANDS o
FOR SPABES AND STORES WILL BE UNENDING IMPDSSIBLE AND INTOLER= 2"
AELE., D) FROM LITTLE INFO AVAILABLE BELIEVE THEY ENDEAVORING '::‘
WORK UP BIG REP%ER LIST TD BUILD UP CASE. RECOMMENDATION 1
THIS OFFICE 1S THAT WE TAKE VERY FIRM STAND DEMNYING RETURN OF 2ﬁ
SHIP FOR OVERHAUL IN GROUNDS THAT éﬁ} SHIP WHEN TURNED OVER H
WAS MOST MODERNIZED OF HER CLASS ANL IN EXCELLENT CONDITION ﬂ
WHICH REQUIRED ONLY ROUTINE OR MINOR REPAIR WITHIN CAPACITY i
OF SHIPS FORCE OR ANY SMALL REPAIR SHIP OR YARD. (B) SHIP a8
WAS EXECUTING ACTIVE WAR MISSIONS OF MOST EXACTING ENDURING 40
AND HAZARDOUS NATURE INCLUDING TRIP TO MURMANSK AND WAS CON- :f
IDERED FULLY SEAWORTHY AND CAPABLE OF ANY TYPE NAVAL RE UIHE-::

S

MENT WHEN TURNED OVER. (C) US YARDS ARE ALREALY OVERTAXED b3

WITH URGENT REPAIR OF BATTLE DAMAGED VESSELS NEW CONSTRUCTION 9%

AND URCENT FLEET MAINTENANCE. PROGRAM DOES NOT EVEN PERMIT :;
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ROUTINE

INFORMATION

DEFERRED

ROUTED BY
ENLESS OTHIRWIEE INDBCATED THIS DISPATCH Will BE TRAMIMITTED WiTH DEFERAED FRECIDENCE AND AS ADMINIETRATIVE IF OPERATIONAL
CHECK BELOW

PAGE 2 OF 2 121044 NCR 552 18

DRIGINATOR FILL IN DATE ANMD TIME DATE TIME GLT 5y

OF OUTEOIMG DISFATCHES FLLASE LLAVE ABOYT ONL IWCs CLLAR SPACE BEORL BEGWING TEXT

MAJL TO MILWAUKEE.

80 FAR AS | KNOW NO PROVISION HA8 BEEN MADE TC E8-
TABLISH ANY AUTOMATIC FLOW OF BPARE PﬁRTS; AMMUNITION, =
ET CETERA TO EX=-MILWAUKEE. 20

a5

— - an
Me 1 ADMIRAL Na. 2 FILE Wo, 3 F-1 OR CHARTRODM, Ne. 4 SPECIAL 5
52

Make or|g|nl| nnly’- Dalivar to Com

NO IH




WAYAL MESSAGE HAVY DEPARTM

DRAFTER 3 EXTENSION NUMBER ADDRESSEES FRECEDENCE

ASTERISK (*) MAILGPAM ADDRESSEE [
FROM COMINCH AND CHO

FRIORITY |

RELEASED BY ADM E J KING E COMHAVEU = REHH I HE :
DATE MAY 3 1944 é b BEFERRED

T
TOR CODEROOM 11338/ @541 : - - :
BECODED BY HARTZELL/DIEBEL | RmnmwrtE :rl:
POAHIAE W ARTZELL /ROGLAND WHRARE

DEFERRED

ALUSNA MOSCOW

INFORMATION

ROUTED BY T
E T (1] BE TRAMSEITTED WITH DOFIREED PRECEDEMCE L Th " B
pHLEdE OTHERWELD INDICATED THIL IEFATES WiLL AMERTTTE il £ E AND A3 LOMINCETRATIVE IF OPERATIONAL

CHIEK w

g22037 NCR 44082 | -t
ORIGIMATOR FILL N DATE AND TIME DATE TIME BET o
o CETEDINE DIFPATCHES FLEASE LLAYE ABOUT DWL INCH CLIAR IFACE BETORL BEGi ] TELT 71

— - . 1

INED ADEE 29479_. PASSED TO YOU. INSURE EX-MILWAUKEE 25

1

CREY BRIEFED TO PREVENT PREMATURE LEAK OF INFORMATION o

REGARDING TRANSFER. .
a1
a
33
34
35
pi
ar
a8
a9
4f
41
41
43
4
45
46

. i “
48

[ -2 .

50

Mo, 1 ADMIRAL " Hn.}ﬂlli He. 1FI DR I:HlP:TF:DI:IH e & SPECIAL 5

SEALED SEC€CRET

Make ariginal only. Deliver to Communication Watch Officer in person. (See Art. 76 (4) NAVREGS )

o




_

NAVAL MESSAGE NAYY DEFARTM

DRAFTER EXTENSION NUMEER ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE
| ASTERIZK (*) MAILGPAM ACDRESSEE | !
mow _ ALUSNA MOSCOW | oy
RELEASED Y % COMINCH ROUTMIE '
DATE APRIL 29 1944 E DEFERRED ;
TOR CODERDOM 1949 . . — :
ANDERSON E | PRIDRITY 10
DECODED BY

5 SSIFIED |
::MPHHHED HQTEEHKGLUHT z D;IT'EG‘EE:%:‘-. 1-4-74 ROUTIKE 19
E H,- B.HPI HLR. Date Hﬂf 2 H?‘FERREB 13
ROUTED BY 14

L1 0 L} i DITPATCH WILL BE TRAWIMITTED WITH DEFEREID PRECIDINCE AND &Y ADMINIETRATIVE
UNLLES OTHEEWITE INDICATED THIE i IF OPERATIONAL 0

CHECK BELOW
PAGE 1 OF 2 29173, NCR 337 i
18
LA o
ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AND TIME DATE TIME GET 30
o ON DUTGOING DISFATCHES PLEALE LLAVE ABOUT QML (MCH CLEAN §FACE BEFORE BEGINING TLIT B

SHOW THIS ONE FROM ALUSNA MOSCOW TO COMINCH FROM
GENERAL DEANE. -

WHEM WE FIRST BROACHED SUBJECT OF PUBLICITY OF MILWAUKEE
T
WE THOUGHT BRITISH SHIPS MIGHT ALSO BE TURNED CVER IN NORTH *

RUSSIA, BUT SINCE THEY ARE BEING TURNED OVER IN U. K. -
CONSIDERABLY LATER THAN MILWAUKEE QUESTIONS ARISE AS TO 5
EFFECT RELEASE MAY HAVE ON TURNOVER. JUST PRIOR HIS o
DEPARTURE TO MEET MR STETTINIUS AMBASSADOR HARRIMAN SAW 5

a7

MR MOLOTOV AGAIN ON THE SUBJECT OF YOUR 281321. MR MOLOTOV  ©

a0

STATED THAT HE CONSIDERED IT MIGHT BE ADVISABLE TO POSTPONE

ANY ANNOUNCEMENT FOR THE TIME BEING SINCE PUBLICITY MIGHT -
RESULT IN THE GERMANS OR FINNS ENDEAVORING TO BOMB THE SHIPS.
THE AMBASSADOR REPLIED THAT OF COURSE THE ENTIRE QUESTION o

48

WAS IN MR MOLOTOV'S HANDS. MEANWHILE THE BRITISH AMBASSADOR |,

e e S S —

Ma. 1 ADMIRAL Mg, 1 FILE M2, 1 F-1 OR CHARTROOM Na, 4 SPECIAL 5

SEALED m )

Make original anly. Deliver to Communication Watch Officer in person. (See Art. 76 (4) NAVREGS.)

(olioed®




NAYAL MESSAGE HAYY DEFARTM

DRAFTER EXTENSION NUMBER ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE
ASTERISK {*) MAILGPAM RDDRESSEE
FROM PRIDRITY Y
=
(=]
RELEASED BY E ROUTINE
- &
DATE s DEFERRED B
L T
&
TOR CODEROOM - .
E PRIDRITY In
DECODED BY = 11
-
PARKPHRASED E ROUTIHE 12
BY | e i
= DEFERRED 13

ROUTED BY
UNLEES OTHERWISE IRDICATCD THES DUSPATEH WILL BE TRANSNATTLD WITH DEFERSED PRECEDENCE AMD AT ACMIMIETRATIVE

IF DPERATIONAL 14
CHECK BELDW

1
PAGE 2 OF 2 29575 . NCR 337 -- e
— - . <10
DRIGIMATOR FILL IW DATE AND TIME: DATE TIME GET an
O DUTGOING DISFATCHES FLEASE LLAVE ABOUT OWL INCH CLEAR JPACE BEFORE BEGINMING TLIT a9

GLARK KERR HAS RECEIVED KO VIEWS FROM HIS COVERNMENT AND HAS o
JUST REQUESTED SAME. HE FEELS, HOWEVER, THAT HIS GOVERNMENT
WILL YANT TO HOLD UP UKTIL TURNOVER OF BRITISH SHIPS IS o
COMPLETED AND THE SOVIETS MAY #ISH TO HOLD UP UKTIL SHIPS ARE
SAFELY IN RUSSIAN WATERS. CREWS TO TAKE OVER BRITISH SHIPS
HAVE JUST LEFT NORTH RUSSIA IN RA 59. CONSEQUENT TQ ABOVE 5
NO PROBABLE DATE HAS BEEW REACHED. e

kT
41

43

o WL, E;ms May 2 1974 “

By EHF, 45

4
47
48
40
—_— &0

M, 1 ADMIRAL Moo ?FILF Ha !F | IJ‘H L‘HEHIHDﬂH Ko, 4 SFI.'EIAL 1

SEALED vailnhinihiy

Make original enly. Deliver to Communication Watch Officer in person. {See Art. 76 (4) NAVREGS.)
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NAVAL M P 7 J AN
L MESSAGE NAVY DEPARTM \ ',f'f.,.r .
DRAFTER EXTEMSION MUMBER ADDRESSEES FRECEDENCE

BSTERISK (*) MAILGPAM ADDRESSEE ' ;

PRIDRITY 4

e i N ROMTME ¢
e APRIL 29 1944 S | ‘ DEFERRED '?
TOR CODERDOM 194[& = e = :
= DECLASS :

DECODED BY ANDERSON : B.:Tcs AR T é PRIDRITY :]
PARAPHRASED KOTEEN/GLUNT g By REP, MLR, Date MAY 2 1974 roumse i
E| " pEFERRED @

ROUTED BY | J 14
UNLESE OTHINWIEE IMDICATED THId DaYPATCH WILL WD TRAMSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRICLOUNCE AMD A% ACMINISTRATIVE " m

PAGE 4 OF 2 29173 'NOR 337 <ol

— 18
ummurruq.Fu N DATE AND TIME: DATE B TIME e l:

0N CUTE0ING DISPATCHES FLEALE LLAYE ABOUT ONE INCH CLLAR SPACE BEFORE BEGIMNIMG TLIT

SHOL THIS ONE FROE ALUSNA MOSCOYL TO COMIMCH ROM
GENERAL DEANE. 4

0
4

25

LHEN VE FIRST BROACHED SUBJECT OF PUBLICITY OF MILVAUKEE j:
WE THOUGHT BRITISH SHIPS MIGHT ALSO BE TURMNED CVER IN NORTH ::
RUSSIA, BUT SINCE THEY ARE BEING TURNED OVER IN U. K. 0

a1

CONSIDERABLY LATER THAN MILWAUKEE QUESTIONS ARISE AS TO fﬁ
EFFECT RELEASE MAY HAVE ON TURNOVER. JUST PRIOR HIS 2"
DEPARTURE TO MEET MR STETTINJUS AMBASSADOR HARRIMAN SAY ;r

MR MOLOTOV AGAIN O THE SUBJECT OF YOUR 281321. MR MOLOTOV ¥
STATED THAT HE CONSIDERED IT MIGHT BE ADVISABLE TO POSTPONE || *
ANY ANKOUNCEMENT FOR THE TIME BEING SINGE PUBLICITY MIGHT |/ "::
RESULT IN THE GERMANS OR FINNS ENDEAVORING TO BOMB THE smpsl.l," / "
THE AMBASSADOR REPLIED THAT OF COURSE THE ENTIRE QUESTION — *

WAS IN MR MOLOTOV'S HANDS. MEANWHILE THE BRITISH AMBASSADOR *

50

Mo, | ADMIRAL. Na. 7 FILE. Ma. 3 F-| OR CHARTROOM Mo 4 SPECIAL 5y

S EEALED m “

Make original only. Deliver toe Communication Watch ] . (See Art. TE (4) NAVREGS.)
NOI 1N _




JE i HAVY DEFARTM

- i
EXTENSION NUMBER ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE

> i ' ASTERISK () MAILGPAM ADDRESSEE !
M | PRIDRITY 1

Fa
= I
RELEASED BY E ROUTINE g
5 5
DATE & DEFERRED 1?
B
TOR CODEROOM — °
= PRIDRAITY n
DECODED BY g 1
PARAPHRASED 3 ROUTINE i
BY _ = :
= DEFERRED 13
14

ROUTED BY

=15
IF OPERATIONAL 1@
| CHECK BELOW

PAGE 2 OF 2 29175 NCR 337 AT i

IJILE'I.I II.rHli'l'I!l: IMDICATLD THIS DISPATCH Wil BE TEAKIMITTED WiTH DEFERRED PRECIDIMCE ARD AL ADMIMITTRATIVL

ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AND TINE DATE TIME BET

oM DUTOOIND DISPATCHES FLEALE LEAVE ABOUT OWL INCH CLEAN SFACE BETORE BEGIMNIND TEXT @

W B3

CLARK KERR HAS RECEIVED NO VIENS FROM H1S GOVERNMENT AND HAS

JUST REQUESTED SAME. HE FEELS, HOVEVER, THAT HIS GOVERNMENT o
WILL WANT TO HOLD UP UNTIL TURNOVER OF BRITISH SHIPS IS s
GOMPLETED AND THE SOVIETS MAY £1SH TO HOLD UP UNTIL SHIPS ARE

L=BAFELY IN RUSSIAN VATERS. CRELS TO TAKE OVER BRITISH SHIPS >
MAVE JUST LEFT NORTH RUSSIA IN RA 59. CONSEQUENT TO ABOVE -
NO PROBABLE DATE HAS BEEN REACHED. e

e
a8
an
4
41

DECIASSIETED &
\i;sn;gmﬁm, ate MAY 2 1974 -
E
48
40
rﬂj

Me. 1 ADMIRAL Me. 1 FILE. Mo, 1 F-l OR CHARTROOM. Ma. 4 SPECIAL g

SEALED “

Make original anly. Deliver to Communication Watch Officer in person. {Ses Art. 76 (4) NAVREGS.)
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NAVAL MESSAGE NAYY DEPARTMEP

DRAFTER EXTENSION NUMEBER ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE
ASTALUSHA MURMANSK-FRANKEL ASTERISK (*) MAILGPAM AODRESSEE

FROW PRIORITY "
] CND RRR y
R T e 5 ALUSNA LONDON i -
DATE & | DEFERBED i
261348 :
TOR CODERDOM &
YORK e PRIORITY ||:
OECO0ED BY S ALUSNA :0SCOW T
pranpimasen SHUGR z i HHRRﬁW""'l 12
DE LA MATYR = DEFERRED I
ROUTED BY :
FHLLETE OTHERWISL IROICATED THIS CHIPATCH WILL BE THAMSMITTEN WiTH DEFERRED PRECIDEWCE AMD A% ADMWIMCETRATIVE If OPERATIONAL | :
251425 NCR T791 CHECK BELOW -
1%
ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AMD TIME: DATE TIME EEI.I,::
M QUTGOINE DESPATCHES FLEASE LEAVE ABOUT ONL IMCH CLEAE SPACE BEFORE BECIMMING TLIT .:-:.I
ToPsEC, =
24
2
CAPT FIELDING REPORTS CREVW EX MILWAUKEE EVBARKED 24 APRIL I--
FOR UK EXGEPT 32 (iEN G OFFICER SPECIALISTS REWAINING. 5:&'
2
az
33
34
a5
an
ar
1%
]
4h
4
43
EEP'.HNGH."M;T — 41
~ J "
Tﬁy-q-‘a.l'i-;'!ﬁ‘fﬁlBE & 45
\C:?y' 45
. 17
48
£
A0
Mo, 1 ADMIBAL, Ko, 2 FILE Mo, 3 F-1 OR CHARTRODM, Ha. 4 SPECIAL. 5

SEALED Y

Make original anly. Deliver to Communication Watch Officer in porson. (See Art. 76 (1) NAVREGS.)
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HAVAL MESSAGE NAYY DEPARTME

DRAFTER EXTENSION NUMBER KDDHESSEES FRECEDEMCE
ASTERISE (*) MAILGPAM RADDRESSEE | _I
WSTALUGHA "URIANSK-FRANKEL i
RELEASED BY E |Hﬂfﬁ$h‘m 4
DATE 04 f’t’PRIL 1344 5- CHO | DEFERRED 1?
TOR CODERDOM 2119‘&4 | — — :
|E PRIOAITY il
DECODEDBY g iapp £ ALUSNA LONDON I
PARAPHRASED | COil 12TH FLT ARHRR'" 12
SHUGG |§ ALUSNA u0scow DEFERRED :'
ROUTED BY SI : :
WHLLES OTHIEWISL "llll':lTE! ?':HHII"I-PI-TEH WILL BE TRAMIMITTED WITH DEFERNED FRECIDEWCE AND LS ADMINETRATIVE IF ﬂ’[ﬂlTlﬂH‘.L 18
CHECKE !.ELﬂw 17
R 291914  NCR 3961
ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AND TIME DATE TIME ECT.{,:
i ON DUTGOING DISPATCHES PLEASE LEAVE ABOWY OME IMCH CLEAR IPACE BEFORE SEQOMHIMG TLXT M
22
23
LONDOY PASS TO COM 12TH FLT. "
26
ARRANGEMENTS MADE REPATRIATION *iLJAUKEE PERSONNEL ALL =
UHOM REMAIMING ABOARD AS GUESTS SOVIET UNTIL EVBARKAT|ON. .
6 OFFiCERS AND 32 MEN WILL REMAIN FOR [NSTRUCTION PUR- i
POSES FGT ABOUT ONE ':ONTH, i
an
ar
IR
an
4f
41
42
CoNINCH. . .o 27 7
13, ..16 L NAVAIDE ..} 5
\ = . 47
48
4%
Mo, | ADMIRAL Me. 2 FILE Mo 3 F-1 OB CHARTROOM, Mo, 4 SPECIAL ::

SEALED SECRET

Make criginal only. Deliver to Communication Watch Officer in person. (See Art. 76 (4) NAVREGS,)
MU s
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NAVAL MESSAGE

HAYY DEFARTMN

COMINCH

C 1 NCL ANT ROUPINE
20 WPRIL 1944 .

201908

NOB BERMUDA
RASH /Ti10rpss COMSUBLANT ROUTNE
ROLL

201817 HCR 7725

PROCEED WiTH TRAMSFER TO U.S. CPERATIONAL CONTROL
OF ITALIAN SUBMARINE MAUEL). PREVIOUS INSTRUCT I ORS

RELATIVE OTHER ITALIAN SUBMARINES 0B DERMUDA 121856 f07 s
A A,

ARE APPLICABLE TO MAMELI.

COMINCH.... ORIG Jnﬂ..-BI.HEB"..W.(”II'MH”TD-
anm....uusu|Ps..¢.aunnn....ausnrma..u..wnns,.h_____f,
DPﬁE...nii.nuﬂ.....EIﬂ...-.19.-.1*...JHT....Eﬂf-..u- :
20V 200300 e OPF50e o0 o2Be e 2Reees?l oue iR onnss

CONPII?ENTI’!

'““"’;5.{;&"!7 o Llaly ]

Maki

ariginal anly




s

NAVAL MESSAGE NAVY DEPARTN T R

I:IH-F!'E!] EXTEMSION MUMBER ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCH

ASTERISK (*) MAILGRAM ADDRESSEE
FROM \lu FMHEH{FP 1I.HKEL} )

| FRIORITY i
g coMIN j NE !
g S CON 12TH FLEET | . ;
oare_ 21 APRIL 1944 |§ AUBASSADUR HARRIMAMN oeersio ¢
1om cooeroow 4905 _ a o :
veconen iy KHAPP E: | mOMTY o
D AP /GLUNT ;
£ DEFERRED
ROUTED BY 2
UNLESS DFSERWME MOICITIS THIY DISFATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTLO WITH DETERRLD PRECEDUNCE AND AS ADMINIETH Tovi ]:“Ezikll.?lﬂnll e
Liw
24759 NCR 395¢ ;
ORIGINATOR FILL IN I:I_lT_E _‘.HU T;;:. - DATE = TIME GLT _III
= DN CETEDING DISPATCHES FLIASE LEAVE ABOUT OHE INCH CLEAR SPACE WiFOAE BIGINRING TEET ]
THIS TOPSECIET. FOR CONINCH COM 12TH FLEET
HD AUBASSADOR HARRINAN. ) .
CAPTAIN FIELDING REPORTS uSss "ILGAUKEE FBRUALLY
TRANSFERRED TO AND ACCEPTED BY THE GOVEANVENT OF
THE SOYIET UNION ITH APPROPRIATE CEREMONIES AT
fag4 GCT ON 22 APRIL. VES:EL NOW BEATS NAME OF
MURMALNSGK.,
0
gl
;unmrm. Ne. 7 FILE, Me. lrlnll CHARTROUM, e 4_.;;_.1; "
Make original only. Deliver to Communication Watch Officer in person.  [See Art. 76 (4) NAVREGS.)

“:;I;ij?\[fﬂ LI{J_D m(‘gﬁ*_




HAVAL MESSAGE NAYY DEPARTM

DRAFTER EXTEMSION NUMBER ADDRLSSEES FRECEDENCE

Ai!EHiSK {*) MAILGPAM ADDRESSECE
wou  GOMINCH 2
PRIDRITY L]

RELEASED BY MEKE ;: m"lﬁu ROUTINE .’Iu
e 19 APRIL 1944 . DEEERRED
! T
TOR CODERDOM Wg? I - :
2 CINCLANT PRIORITY 10
DECODED BY .':; Egﬁ%ﬁ“h“]‘
WD KNAPP /POWLEY S GOULANCRAB 11TH PHIB ﬁE?EEﬂEﬂ
£ BUPERS ERRED
ROUTED BY 1
UNLEEE OTHERWISE INDSCATED THIS DOEPATCH WiLl B TRAMSMITTED WITH DEFERRED FRECEDENCE AMS AS ADMINISTRATIVL |Euﬁlml- 6
182210 NCR 4389p-8 @ [ 5
DHIEIH-H.THH FILL IN DATE .lN[:; 'ﬂﬂ“E: OATE TIME - Et;;::
O GUTEDING DISFATOHES PFLEASE LEAVE ABDUT OWE SNCH CLEAN SPACE NEFORE BECImsl TEIT ¥
COMNAVEU 171821 WOT TO ALL. ON THEIR ARRIVAL UK YOU .
ARE AUTHORIZED RETAIN ALL EX-KILWAUKEE ENLISTED MEN ON .
"'--—_________'_ - %
SUCH TEMPORARY DUTY AS YOU MAY ASSIGN IN 12TH FLEET, %
DURATION NOT MORE THAN THREE MONTHS, AFTER WHICH THEY .
ARE TO BE RETURNED TO COMSERVLANT. LAST PARA MY -
3
251338 FEB NOT TO ALL VODIFIED AGCORDINGLY. ﬁ
.
ar
s
1]
E 1l
41
41
PASSED TO NCR FOR FURTHER DISTRIBUTION TO BUPERS AND .
L=
ﬂF 12' . 45
4F
% 47
4%
40
— 1]
Mo, | ADMIRAL Me. ? FILE. Me 1 F. DR CHARTROOM. Na, 4 SPECIAL 59

SEALED SECRET

Make original only. Deliver to Communication Watch Officer in porsan.  (See Art. 76 (4) NAVREGS.)




)

ECRET 18 April 1944
PRIOGRITY

From: Opnav

To: Alusna, Moscow

Info: Secnav

SECHET FOR AMBASSADOR HARRIMAN FROM THE PRESIDENT.

Replying your message 1?23%:, I consider it preferable that
name and place of delivery MILWAUKEE be not rpt not formally
announced unless Soviet Govermment particularly desires that

such a formasl announcement be made.

ROOSEVELT

Relessed from the White House Map Hoom
at 2300, EWT, 18 April 1944

BOYCE P. PRICE
Captein, C.E.

SECRE]

DECLASSIF
E. 0. 12358



rroy The President T™ Ambassador Harriman -
SRRTAL Uinno pateg 18 April 1944
NATE/TIME

OR FILE N"MPER

TOR MAP ROOM VIA

SURJECT

Announcement of transfer of wiLWAUnEL

ACTION
Answers baliluan's 172350 NCR 1094 A y Whieh
was sent to the President at Waccamaw as WoLTE 59,
18/1200Z. President's reply received as SLACK 18,
(902304,

COPIES TO: DATE: BY DIRECTYON OF:

ACTION COMPLRTED: FILED:




a

HAYAL MESSAGE MAYY DEFARTI

DRAFTER EXTEHSION WUMBER ADDRESSEES FRECEDENCE

wou ALUSNA MOSCOW |_“——-’— | uRgENT
RELEASED BY % ' CNO oorwe ¢
ore_18 APRIL 1944 ] DEFERRED 6
TOR CODEROOM B&E?iia. | _— —— ' _ - ;
peconen sy GERMAN E L,d.“-f:{_ 5’4’{ FRIDRITY ]H?
S A | eI

nosreo sy GERMAN _ 1

| ir omgmaTioWAL 1

UNLESE OTMENWHSE INDUCATED TWIS CELPATCH Will 81 TRANGMITTED WITH DEFEMEED PEECIDENEE AND A1 ADMINEETARITTL

172350 * NCR 10194 e

CQRIGINATOR FII. IH-. EHE AND TIME:_ ol ) . E - TIME - __; ::
i DN CUTECING CISPATCHES FLEALE LEAVE ADOUT OME INCH CLEAR SPACE REFORL |u“m_:ru1- .:,r
(FOR THE PRESIDENT. SECRET FROM HARRIMAN) n

| SPOKE TO MOLOTOV THIS EVENING REGARDING PUBLIC ANNOUNCE= *
MENT OF LOAN MILWAUKEE, HE SAID THAT HE WOULD TAKE IT UP WITH =

THE NAVAL AUTHORITIES AND WOULD ADVISE ME., HE DID NOT HOWEVER ¥
PERSONALLY BELIEVE THAT THERE WAS NEED TO POSTPONE THE ANNOUNCE-"!

MENT _FOR LONG, GENERAL DEANE HAS A CABLE FRBHE%IHDIG#T- 5
ING THAT NAME OF SHIP AND PLACE OF DELIVERY AR | THHELD, **

AS SEVERAL THOUSAND AMERICAN MERCHANT SEAMEN ARE AWARE OF THE _ ™
MILWAUKEES PRESENCE IN MURMANSK AND THE PROBABLE REASON FOR. HER ;

an -

BEING THERE | AM CONCERNED THAT THESE FACTS WILL LEAK OUT,—- o

THE DETAILS REGARDING THE MANNER OF TURNOVER HAVE SUCH PUBLS
INTEREST THAT | SUGGEST THIS QUESTION BE GIVEN FURTHER CONSID-
ERATION PROVIDING IHE SOVIET GOVERNMENT AGREES, 5

45

| WOULD APPRECIATE ADVICE FOR MY NEXT TALK WITH MOLOTOV. &

e e 4 - 47
NAVAIDE,. es+«ACTION(FOR P1A). FILE. (*) - SUBJECT TO .

CORRECTION. %

Ma. | ADMIRAL Mu. I FILE Ma. 1 F-l OR CHARTROGM, Ma 4 SPECIAL 5y

SEALED SECRET °

Make original only. Deliver to Communication Watch Officer in parson. (Ses Art. 78 (4) MAVREGS.)
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Aubassador Harriman

The President

FROM 70
172350 NCR 10

SERTAL ¢ :_}5 % DATE 18 April 1944

NATE/TIME

OR FILE MITMBEER

TOR MAP ROOM  18/0915%Z

VIA Navy Code Room e

SURJECT

Announcement of traensfer of WILWAUREE

ACTION

Answers Phio-HaRRIwAN 160106 Apr.

To President at Waceamaw as WHITE 59, 18/1200Z.
President's reply received as BLACK 38, 19/0230Z, 18

Apr LL. Sent to HARKLWAN 18 Apr Lh.

COPIES TOs DATE

BY DIRECTION OF:

| ACTION COVPLRTED:

50 Mtaky &

FILED:




SECRET

FROm: OPHAV 15 APRIL 1944
™0 : ALUsHa, MOSCOW

FOR AWBASSADOR HARRIWAN FROM THi PRESIDENT.

Referring your message of 15 April, you may make
apbuncement regerding wllLWAULEE at any date and time

scceptable to the Soviet, lnforming me in advance as

previously directed.

ROOSEVELT

Released from the White House Map Room
at 1935, EWT, 15 April 19i4.

HENRY W. PUTNHAM,
Captain, A, C.

T&-/bolob Nch, bFJ0

SECRET




froM The President To Ambassador Harriman

SERTAL 160106 NCR 6950 DATE 15 Apr L4
nat®/TIME

OR FILE NTMBER

TOR MAP ROOM VIA

SURJECT

Press announcement on transTer of kwliWAlnos

ACTION

Answers Harriman's 141430 NCR 8858, which was
sent to the President at Waccamaw as WhiTE 35, 15/0400Z,
Answered by blLalsa e.r,, 15;2?255.

B _é ﬂw 72 354 %‘-.

COPIES TO: DATE+ BY DIRECTION OF:

" ACTION COMPLETED: FILED:




NAYAL MESSABE p

NAVY DEPARTMI ™

—

ASTERISK (*) MAILARAM ADDRESSEES

HARRIMAN (MOSCOW)

15 APRIL 1944

THE PRESIDENT S

PRIORITY
ROUTINE
DEFERRED

WHLES) OTMENWIE INDIGATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRAMJMITTED WITH DIFERRED FRECEDEWCD

11430 NCR 8858

ORIGINATOR FILL IM DATE AND TIME

DATE

TIME BCT

O GUTEOING DISFATCHED PLEASE LEAYE ABOYT ONE INCH CLEAR $PACE BFORL BEQINNING TEXT

BATRACT

(SECHET AND PiRSOMau FOR THE PRESIVENT FROM HARRIdAN, )

AS I RETURNED LAST NIGHT FROw LURMANSK AND ARCHANGEL 1

HAVE NOT YET LAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSs WITH 50VILT OFFICIALS

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEWENT OF MILWAUnBE LOAN.

Al SATISFIED SOVIETS

FOR OPERATIONAL RLASONS WILL WIsH TO POSTPONE aNNOUNCEMENT AS

LONG AS YOU ARE WILLING.

BEING INFORWMED OF YOUR WIShES As TU DATE.

FOR WY GUIDANCE I WOULD APPRECIATE

AT MURmalSE ADMTRAL

OLSEN AND I FOUND ARRANGEwsnls FOR TURWING OVEK wILWAULEE

PROGRESSING wOST SATIEFACTUORILY.

SOME 330 SOVI&T OFFICLERS

AND MEN ARE LIVING ON BOARD WITH OUUR OFFICERS AND CHeW WLICH hAS

BEEN REDUCED T0 AsOUT 400.

ThHe AMERICAN OFFICERS AND RATINGS

I TALKED TO TOLD WE THAT THEIR RUSSIaN OFPUSITE WUWoois WERE

WELL TRALWED, AEEN AND WE.E LesaloING FAST Thbk WNEW EJULFMENT.

Ma. 2 FILE

SEALED

M. 1 F4 OR CHARTROOM. Ma. 4 SPECIAL.

SECRET

Maks original only. Deliver to Cods Room watch officsr in person. (See Art. 78 (4) NAVREGS.)
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NAYAL MESSAGE NAYY DEPARTMI ~

3 1
DRAFTER EXTEMSION MUMBER ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE q
ASTERISK (*) MAILGRAM ADDRESSEES 8
FROM PRIORITY 4
5
RELEASED BY E ROUTINE 8
7
oart g DEFERRED &
o
TOR CODEROOM 10
11

PRIORITY
DECODED BY g 12
PARAPHRASED ROUTINE 13
1] E 14
' DEFERRED 15
ROUTED BY _ — ) BT
= = =ar JALLIS OTHEEWEE INDUCATED THIS DEEPATEH WILL B TRUGINITTED WITH OEFLMALD MRECIDENGE 17
18
nARRTWAN TO PRESIDENT, PAGE 2 141430 KCH B858 18
20
ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AND TIME DATE TIME eer 21

W
T DNTROING DIPATERES PLLASE LEAYE ABGWT ONI [NCH CLEAR SPAGE BEFORE DEGINNING TEXT n

23

24

ACTUAL TURNOVER WILL PRUBAoLY Tank PLACE AcOUT APRIL 20. 25
8

WOST OF OUR WEN WILL RETURN ON THE NEXT CONVOY APRIL 25. 27

ABOUT 50 TO 60 WILL HbwaIN FOR SOwWE WeEERS TO ASoIST FURTHLR

THE S0VIET ADM COMMANDING THE WURTLERN FLEET TOLD WE THAT hE
INTENDED TO PUT THE ShIP IN OPERATION AT THe Es4RLIEST POSSIBLE
mOWENT UsING HER WITH DESTROYERS AGAINST Sk SHIPPING oUPPLY-
ING GERMAN FORCES ~ND EXPORTING NICKAL FROM PETSAMO AlLoO TO
ASSIST Thy afMY I The sORTHoRN PRONT GETo ACTIVE. The wlkl-
WAULEE WLLL B THEIR ONLY SHIP HeaVIER THAN A DESTROYER AVAILABLE
IN THE NbaR FUTURE. THE SUVIAST als PLACE GHEAT IwPORTANCE THEAE-
FORE ON ThiE ADUITION OUF Thie SHIP TO HIS COkwanD. ThE SOVIETS AR

CUNGTANTLY ATTACKING mNEWY SHIPPINe WIThH GUOD RESULTS bY oUBMAHLINE

EAALLLEERERUBREBEREER

UsSe BUILT WTB AND ALR LARGaLY BOSTONG ANU ATHCOOHAS. ::
51
52
Mo, 1 ADMIRAL Na. 2 FILE. Ma. 3 F-l OR CHARTROOM. Ma, 4 SPECIAL

SEALED SECRET

Maks original only. Daliver to Cods Room watch officer In person. (Ses Art. T8 (4) NAVREGS.)
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NAVAL MESSAGE NAYY DEPARTMF —

DRAFTER EXTENSION NUMBER ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE :
ASTERISK (*) MAILGRAM ADDRESSEES 8

FRoM PRIORITY 4
5

RELEASED BY g ROUTINE 8
7

o s DEFERRED M
'

TOR CODEROOM 10
11

DECODED §Y PR 12
PARAPHRASED ROUTINE 13
" 14
¥ DEFERRED 15
ROUTED BY 18
PHLERS OTHERWISE ISDICATID THIZ DISPATCH WILL B TRAXIMITTED WITH CEFERRED PRECEDENGE 17

. : 8

HARRIMAN TO PRESIDENT, PaGs 3 141430 NCR 8858 b

8

L3
==

ORIGIMATOR FILL IN DATE AND TIME DATE TIME 8T
T e I —
ON DUTGOMNG DERFATCHES PLEASE LEAYE ABOUT ONE IWCH CLLAR SPACE BEFOAE BEGINMING TEXT

'I'Tl.iuh. I WAS AT WUHMANSK 4 CONVOY OF 3 CARGO SHIPS LOADED
WITL WICKEL WAS SUns WIThH wUoT OF THE EXCOnTS. GREAT SATIS-
FACTION Was EAPRESSED WITH ThHE RECULTS OOTAINED FROW AMERICAN
ALHCRAFT. THE DELIVARY OF THE wILWAUREE AT WMURWANGAR 4AND THE
WANNER IN WEICH CAPT. FIELUING IS BANDLING THE TURNOVER WILL,
I aid OURE, CREATE LASTING GOODWILL AMONG ALL CONCEANED IN TH&
NURTH. IT 1o kY IMPRESSION The MILWAULEE WILL Bi hANDLED AND

PUT TO GOOD USE.

EBESERRuBEREENEEERR

£ * £ * X *

-
bl

EEES

QMUIH{L{- filed "PRESIUENT-hLARRIMAN® file,

55

BE28s5

Me. | ADMIRAL Ne. 1 FILE : Mo, 3 F-l OR CHARTROOM. Ha, 4 SPECIAL

SEALED SECRET

Maks original only. Dsliver to Cods Room watch afficer In person. (Ses Art. 78 (1) NAVREGS.)
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FROM Apbaseador Harrigen 0 The President

SERIAL 1L1L30 HCR 8858 DATE 15 ApPr Li

MATE/TIME
0R FILE MTIEER

TOR MAP ROOM VIA
SURJECT Trensfer of wluWalnEc--prass. releaia.

ACTION

To President at Woccamaw as Wi.lls 33, 15/0L002,
yarad by olaus 2L, 15722254, ¥ B¢ rrims
HUR 695

(EXLTHA T of original message, which 1=

filpad "PRicluEaT=bhakhluad”™ file.)

COPIES TO: DATE: BY DIRECTION OF:

| ACTION COMPLETED: FILED:

-m — — - —
egraded Un



" NAVAL MESSAGE L : wavy oepart &

DRAFTER EXTENSION NUMBER ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE
- ALUSNA LOSCOW | ASTERISK (*) MAILGRAM ADDRESSEE = }
FROM £ I . PRIORITY ;{
RELEASED BY E| et RRYpATINE :
e 14 APRIL 1944 = ! pEFERRED O
e = T
TOR CODEROOM ﬂﬁ?Bﬁ - - :
i RRAHI NG E | EEH NAVEU PRIORITY ]rl:
PARAPHAASED SHUGG | US3 WMILWAUKEE -RAMArNe 12
w— - E | ASTALUSNA URMANSK oitakip. 18
ROUTED BY. DE LA HAYTR . ; 2 ___ﬁ
UNLESS GTMERWISE IMDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE THANSMITTED WITH CLFERRLD PAECEDENCE ANS 45 ADMINISTRATIYE o OOENATIONAL I;‘.

PAGE 1 132¢¢7  MCR 8350 | CHECK BELOW
u.n:smirnn FILL IN DATE AND nu;: = o -mn: o TIME ) BET ,],:
T OW DUTEO0MD DISFATCHEL FLEASE LLAVE ABOUT OME INCH CLEAR SPRSD WOFOSE BEGINMING TEXT ez ay
THIS TOPSEC FOR COMINCH [HFO GOMNAVEU WHD PASS TO CNO AND .
IHFO MURMANSK WHO HAS BY GTHER MEANS TO PASS TO MILWAUKEE. o
24
ALDASSADOR HARRIMAN RADM DLSEN AND PARTY RETURNED MOSCOW o
%

THIG DATE. ANMPASSADGR MADE CREAT |MPRESSION ON ALL KORTHERN 3
(RUSSIA OFFICIALS WHO WERE AND ARE 1NOW ORE THAN EVER EXTENDING @&
]

THEMSELVES TO COOPERATE IN ALL PROBLEMS, TURNOVER OF MIL- f
RAUKEE PROCEEDING WITH GREAT SUGCESS AND UNESPECTED SMOOTH- "
HESO.  ABOUT 35¢ SOVIETS LIVING OH SHIP ¥|TH 420 US, RE- fhed
WATEDER SOVIETS TO COME ABOARD ON DEPARTURE US PERSONNEL, .
CAPT FIELDING HAS PLACED TASK ON A HIUH LEVEL OF EFFICIENCY e
COOPRRATION AND FRIENILINESS, ME WUCH LIKED BY SOVIET STAFF o
AND CREW AND HAS BEE! FONDLY DUBBED "THE OLL SEA WOLF™ BY .
THE SOVIET PROSPECTIVE CO, RED OFFICERS AND CREW APPEAR OF G
HIGH STAUDARD AND ARE TAKING HOLD OUICKLY AND WELL, EXPECT
Mo, | ADMIRAL ; M. 1 FILE. We. 3 FI OR CHARTROOM, Me 4 SPECIAL 5

SEALED SECRET °

Make original only. Deliver te Cammunication Watch Officer In parsen. (Ses Art. 78 ({) NAVREGS.)
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J__ —

NAVAL MESSAGE . 3 navy perarti @
.umtl A F __-_El.'l_[uﬂﬂ'. ;H“EI 3 I-IIIII;!;;EI i 'PRECEDEMCE
" ASTERISK (%) MAILGRAM ADDRESSEE | i ;
I'Iﬂﬂ . —_— ¥ m a
RELEASED BY > E ROUTINE :
OATE E DEFERRED 8
T
TOR CODERDOM i e o :
DECODED BY e e E Yo" :':' 1
.P#I.I.PHIHEI:I o i ROUTINE 12
= ! oererren '3
ROUTED BY N, | .
WLELE OTHERWIE (NOICATED THID DISPATCH WILL RE TRAMMITTED WITH DLFDRRLD PAICEDCNCE AND AT ADMAMISTRATIVE i TTH_;;;:L_ ;:
PAGE 2 132097  NCR 8359 e w
18
ORIGINATOR ﬂu IN DATE AND "“l IH'I’E Ty 'ﬂ.ﬂ.[ = BCT ;:
g A O OFTGCING DHPATEMES PLEASE LEAYE ABCUT GME INCH ELEAR SPASE BEFSRE REGINNING TEAT - .
0 iOLD SEA TRIALS GUNMERY AND AVIATION EXERCISES WITH g

24

US CREW. INSTRUCTING ABOUT 45TH AND HAVE FORMAL TURNOVER 2

26

ARGUT 28TH. -ALL BUT FEW KEY PERSONNEL WILL GO ON RA 59. X

28

CAPT FRANKEL WILL TAKE CHARGE FEW REMAINING AND REPATRI=  J0

a0

ATE AS PDSSIBLE, ALL RUSSIAN3 ARE DELIGHTED WITH THE %1

SHIP AND ARE PARTICULARLY CRATEFUL TO US FOR DELIVERY HER

B4

TO "DRTH RUBSIA, ASSUIING ALL CONTINUES AS NOW INDICATED

CAPT FIELDIHG HI 8 UFFICERS AND CREW DESERVE THE' HIGHEST 5
PRAISE FOR THE TACTFUL AND EFFICIENT WAY IN WHICH THEY 5
WILL HAVE DONE A DIFFICULT TASK. THEY ARE SHOWING THE .
RUSSIANS A SPEENDID EXMIPLE OF THE US NAVY IN MATERIAL ﬁ
PERSONHEL AND SPIRIT, .
GOMI NCHa o o ACT__ "
134 00164 yoHAVAIDE)y o SHO 20gn. 5
Me. 1 ADMIRAL I‘_FTLE. We. 3 F-| OR CHARTROOM. Na. 4 BPECIAL ::}

SEALED SECRET

Maks original only. Deliver to Cemmunlcation Watch Oficsr In parson. (Ses Art. 78 (1) NAVRECS.)
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NAVAL MESSAGE 2 HAYY DEPARTMIE ‘

DREFTLE EXTENSION NUMBER ADDRESSLES

COMNAVNAW

FROM

HELEASED DY
COMINCH
S #8 APRIL 1944

10K CODFROOM 1829/08

DECODED BY HAR  INGTON ;
FRANTZ/ 7 . ..,
PIPP

gris19 NCR 4599

ACTION COMINCH FROM COMNAVNAW.

IS UNITED STATES POLICY WITH RESPECT TO SALVAGED
FTALTAN SHIPS SIMILAR TO THAT OUTLIMED IM ADUIRALTY
24(62TA FEGRUARY.

CONFIDENTIAL.

eTN? A0

RECEDEMCE

ROUTIKE

0t PEDDDDDDDD

PRICGRITY

IF OPERATIONAL

ECE BELOW



HAYAL MESSAGE 1 HAYY DEPARTME ‘

DRAFTER EXTENSION WUMBER ADDRESSEES FRECEDENCE

AST -"{LL'EIH.I!\. u“ﬂu'll..lsl{ ASTERISK {*) WAILGFAM ADDRESSEE

FROM FRIDEITY

RELEASED BY ROUTIME

6 APRIL 1944 _ DEFERRED fi
g6fa26 ' ‘

TOR CODERODOM —

VERZ COMINCH

DECODED BY | PRICRITY 10
|

COM 12TH FLT ROUTINE 1
prapnmaseo B DRELL /FMW /MURRAY

ROUTINE 55
MORRIZ
ROUTED BY

PWLETS OTHERWYED INDICATED THIS DIEFATEN WILL BE TRANGMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDEMCE AND AL ADMGTRATIVE

FOR ACTION

DATE

INFORMATION

DEFERRED I
1
= 15

IF OFERATIOWAL gy

g42045 NCR 2854 | CHECK BELow o

n

DRIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AWD TIME DATE TIME GET .,
N DUTGDING BEFFRTCHES PLEALE LOAVE ABOST QWL MCH CLEAR SPACE WEFDRE BEGINNING TEXT A

(LONDON INFORM COMJNCH AND COM 12TH FLT. MOSC
i NFORN maﬁasnnuﬁf g

CRUISER USS MILWAUKEE ARRIVED KOLA INLET.

an

42

OMINCH,....COG. 5
45

L1

47

45

40

Mo, 1 ADMIRAL Ne. 1 FILE Ma. 3 F-1 OR CHARTROOM Ma. 4 SPECIAL 5

SEALED piingininly

Make original anly. Deliver to Communication Watch Officer in persan.  (See Art. 76 (4) NAVREGS.)
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NAVAL MESSAGE : NAYY DEPARTMEM;
DRAFTER 'EIES_IEIH_HHMEEI e _.“]EIEES'S[EI PRECEDENCE
. mulmﬂ . l'&TrHISEﬂ'?H“lEH!H KDDRESSEE 3
- PEA—ME FRIORITY P
vuoseo or_VAIM EDWARDS : COMGEN U.S, WIL. | ROUTENE |
- 5 APRIL 1944 - MIS8ION MOSCOW DEFERRED "
= 7
Tor tooeroom 2157 b :
ot Ei Gﬂ!l' 12TH FLEET | PRIGRITY :r;
PARRPHAMED  yonpie 2 ROUTENE -
E DEFERRED I3
ROUTED BY _ 14
USLESS DTHERWITE INDICATED THIS DISFATEH WILL DI TRAMSMITTED WITH DIFERRED PRECIBIMCE AMD ig ADM IHIETRATIVE I EFEFH.'”GHM__ : ::
LT GLUNT (52111 NCR 4349¢ “{E";-!m* 17
quE.-.Hu_H |||:-| I u;." AND 1inlE DATE TIME l::l:T.I,.r:
U DUTGOING DISPATCHLS FLEALE LEMVE ABOWT DML IWCH CLLAS SPACE RETORE BEGINNENE TixT ? '-_'|
E'.ﬂ-.-’,--f'"p hawd g of [Tifrsntee _4
URDIS ﬂﬂﬁﬂzﬁ ENTIRELY SATISFACTORY. PLEASE ;'
EXPRESS MY APPRECIATION TO THE AMBASSADOR FOR :'_
H1S ADVICE AND ASSISTANCE IN THIS MATTER, &
an
a1
az
a3
24
a5
an
ar
a8
a0
40
41
42
43
4
45
4
47
4=
v o
Mo | ADMIRAL. Me. 1 FILE. No. 1 F-| OF CHARTROOM, Na. 4 SPECIAL :
Make wnl anly Deliver to Communica tlion Watch Oficer in peraen (See Art. T8 (1) NAVREGS.)
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L MESSAGE " NAVY DEPARTMLQ

DRAFTER EXTENSION NUMBER ADDHESSEES FP[L‘EDEH{E

ASTERISK (*) MAILGPAM ADDRESSEE |
FROM  ALUSHA MOsCOW —

.| COMINCH PRIORITY

RELEASED BY | E i | R%mﬁeﬂﬂﬂm
oe 5 APRIL 1944 E‘ | DEFERRED :
;'.1'5' ﬁE S e W LATIE I q
el [0 e p——
i = ‘A FURMAN FRIORITY 10

DECODED BY HALSE El us | RR HREHHH
FIPHRASED  MOMNROE z| 12
z | DEFERRED 13

ROUTED BY ; 14
UNLESS ﬂTH[I]’l“_ WMDICATID THIS DIZFATCH WILL BE TRASINTTED WifW hlf[lliﬂ PRECIDUNCE AND A EDMISISTRATIVL e
- IF OPERATIONAL R

FDHLE‘I’ g3(¢826 NCR 221(-8 RN PN 2y
Ly o 18

ORIGIMATOR FILL IM DATE 1”ﬁ;§ i - IUI.TE TIME ﬁ?;
— OH OUTEOING DISPATCHES PLEASE LEAYE ABOUT OME MMCH CLEAR SPACE BEFOEL PEGINNING TEXT — |
ACTION COMINCH INFO COMNAVEU AND ASTALUSNA MURMANSK WHO 23
AT O L ANS. GOMLAVEU PASS TO OPNAV) .
25

TOPSEC FOR ADMIRAL KING FROM DEANE. z;
JOLOTOV HAS ACKNOWLEDGED THE AMBASSADORS LETTEH REGARDING 22
AGREEMENT TO TERMS OF .THAHSFEH OF THE MILWAUKEE WHICH INCORP- :T
ORATED YOUR CHANGE AND AGREES THAT ACKNOWLEDGEMNT OF THE :2

LETTER 1S SUFFICIENT TO CONCLUDE THE MATTER. HOWEVER HE STATES :’-
"IN THE OPINION OF THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT THE CUESTION REGARD- 3¢
ING THE PORT OF DELIVERY OF THE MILWAUKEE OR TERMINATION OF iﬂ
ITS USE SHALL BE DECIDED SUBSEQUENTLY BY MUTUAL AGREEVNENT™. :':
IT 1§ NOT DUR INTENTION TO MAKE AN I1SSUE OF THIS POINT. FOR ‘3
THE ACTUAL TRANSFER HE PROPOSES A BILATERAL RECEIPT IN EUBBTM'.'IE

43

THE SAME AS WE Hﬁﬁ PROPOSED, RADM ﬂLSEi‘ﬂi’lLL CARRY COPIES OF :2
LETTER AND RECEIPT FORM TO CO I{ILWAUKEE WITH LETTER OF ::
Mo | ADMIRAL Ma. 1 FILE. Ma. 1 F-I OR CHARTROOM. No. 4 SPECIAL :?

SEALED S

Make original only. Deliver toe Communication Watch mmn. 76 (4) NAVREGS.)
J08 memo, l-4-T4

NOR 18 PA 0 2 RHP, KLR, Dat Mﬂuf TQ
0326736 W"ww i - 50




~AYAL MESSAGE . RAVY DE?IRI’ME!

DRAFTER EXTEMSION NUMBER ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE
[ ASTERISK (*) MAILGRAM ADORESSCE = I
FROM ) | e 2
FRIORITY a
g i
RELEASED BY E ( ROUTIME :
g | B
DATE g | | DEFERRED fi
7
TOR CODERDOM | = — ]
| f
x
DECODED BY 2 | ‘ PRIDRITY 10
= | 11
E:F_IPHFIHELI E ROUTIKE 12
= DEFERRED 12
ROUTED BY i
UNLESS D!HE‘R"TE IMDICATED THIS DESPATCH WILL BE TRARIMITTED WITH DEFERRED PROCIDIMCE AMD A5 ADEPHISTRATIVE, I ;"'EH*”DNAL " 18
3¢ 826 NCR 224('=8 | ‘oweck seiow e
I8
ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AND TIME DATE TIME EIIT.I.I:
0N DUTEDING DISFATCHES PLEASE LEAVL ABONT OME NCH CLEAK SPACE BEFORE BEQISMING TEST ;||
INSTRUCTIDH., COPIES FORWARDED BOTH ADEES. ﬁ
24
2
27
ag
- 20
an
a1
n . o a2
SCR HAS MNOT PASSED TD DFNAV &
a4
as
an
a7
8K
ao
DECLASSIFIED 40
\dCS memo, 1-4-74 41
; By RHP, NLR, Date " s
_ﬂ 41
Y 21974 py
45
a0
47
48
4n
A
Ne. 1 ADMIRAL, Mo, 1 FILE. No. 1 F-l OR CHARTROOM, Mo, & SPECIAL g
SEALED S
Make original only.  Deliver te Communication Watch Oificer In person.  (See Art. 76 (1) NAVREGS.)
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o TOPSECRET 4
TOP SECHET

FROM: OPNAV L APHIL 1944
TO : ALUSHa, sOsSCOW

PERSONAL AND TOP SECRET FROM THE PRESIDENT FOR
AWBASSADOR HARRIWAN,

In order that announcement of loan WILWAULEE may
be made here simultaneously, please inform us by telegraph
in advance date and time announcement will be made in
Moscow.

ROODSEVLLT

Released from the White House Mep Room

at 1145, EWT, 4 haril 18L4. W
MA’ !}Qv

RICHARD Pabn, JH.,
Colonel, General oStaff.




JOP BRORET

April 4, 1944

PRESIDENT TC HARRINAN:

In order thet announcement of loan
MILWAUKEE may be made here simultaneously,
please inform us by telegraph in advance

date mnd time announcement wlill be made 1n

Moscow.




HAVAL MESSAGE HAYY DEPARTMEn(

FHIFTHI EIT[HS!!}H NLHHEII ADDRESSEES PRECEDEMCE

i e 4 —
1

* ASTERISK (*) MAILGRAM ADDRESSEE |

rrow __ ALUSNA MOSCOW B ==

FRIDRITY
COM I CH RERRRRR

DEFERRED

RELEASED BY
DATE 31 MARCH 1944 e
tor cooeroon _ 3106L 6 : e iRl !

DECODED BY _ HMONRQE MURMANSHK ' PRIORITY

1

uss Mi LHALIKEE - R R 1
BrOTNAASED  MDNROE COMNAVEU ‘ RARRRR
| DEFERRED 13

ROUTED BY o ' 14

UNLESS OTHENWISE INICATED THIS DESPATEN WILL BE TRAMIMITTED WITH OLFERRED PRECLOENGE AND A3 ADMIMISTRATIVE

FOR ACTION

2
a3
]
&
fl
T
B
b
]
1

INFORMATION

—— —— |

IF OPERATIONAL 1p
CHECK BELOW

POWLEY 3454 NCR 7897-8 | "

18

nnmlmun FILL IN DATE AND TIME: DATE TINE .nct: |:n
- 20

OM QUTBOING OIPATERLS PLLASE LEWVE ANGUT DNE INOH CLIAR SPACE BEFORE BUGINNING TEXT T
2z

(COMNAVEU PASS TO USS MILWAUKEE ACTION COMINCH INFO 2

NURMANSK) 3
248
2T
28
29

PROVIDING WEATHER PERMITS FLYING AMBASSADOR HARRIMAN
ACCOMPANICD BY RADM OLSEN PLAN TO MEET MILWAUKEE AT :‘:

JURMANSK . i

aa
34
a5
36
ar
a8
30
40
41
42
43
44
45
40
47
48
4in
50

Ho. | ADMIRAL Ne. 2 FILE. Me. 3 F-| OR CHARTROOM, Ko, 4 SPECIAL. 5

SEALED SECRET °

Make original only. Deliver to Communication Watch Officer in person. (See Art. 76 (4) NAVREGS.)
NOR 18




HAVAL MESSAGE NAVY DEPARTMEMI|

DRAFTER EXTENSION WUMBER ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE
T | ASTERISK (*) MAILGRAM ADDRESSEE

]

FROM __ﬁI.IETIA M0SCOou : PRIDEITY 1

& COVNAVEU IR I NE
s i & USS WILWAUKEE
o S0 AR 44 §| DEFERRED :
T0R CODEROOM 1434 —_— = i
HARTZELL Z| cno ; PRIDRITY 10
g ) S| ASTALUSNA UURMANSK | 1
PARAPHRASED | DMAN 2 ASTALUSNA ARCHANGEL K0¥ine 12
= DEFERRED 13
ROUTED BY WIDWAR e
UHLIYS OTHERWISE IMDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMATTLD WITH DEFERALD PRECIDINCE AND A5 ADMINITRATIVE IF OPERATIONAL 14
CHECK BE A
201443 NCR 7528 | M
nmr.-mu;-:; IN DETE J;n II_H;. T DA_T_E TIME EL‘T._T

0N OYTGOMG DEEPATCHES FLEATL LEAYE ABOUT ONE INCH CLEAR SRACE BITORE BEDINWING TEXT

COMMAYEU PASS TO ILWAUKEE. INFO CND, “URMANSKg; ARCHANGEL.

SOVIETS HAVE DECIDED TAKE OVER MILWAUKEE AT
MURMANSK INSTEAD ARCHANGEL BECAUSE OF ICE IN WHITE
SEA.

EDE-".G(;H'!'_#;H. ‘\T!r;‘&‘ ?_?“ i

4%
4

Mo, | ADMIRAL Na. 7 FILE Mo 171 DR CHARTRODM Na. 4 SPECIAL. 1

SEALED SECRET

Make ariginal snly, Deliver ta Communication Watch Officer in person.  (See Art. 76 (4) NAVREGS.)

Mt is
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NAVAL MESSAGE HAYY DEPARTMEWT
NRAF d FITEWRSION UMBER Anoei i PRECEDENCE
FROM COMNAVEU : = | PRIDRITY
stitiieo bt B ALUSHA uoscow ROUT | NE |
4 i & ENERAL DEA o
AT LAR 28 1944 ‘E AMBASSADOR HARRIMAN °"7™° |
tor coperoom 1703 : - S — ::
DECODED BY DECKMAN | g / et ]r]'
PARAPHRASED YORK g COMINCH I. [ ; ROUE | NE 12
= / | operemgep 9
ROUTED BY ‘I)" 14
UNLESS uTu'[iIu[ INDICATED THIS CEEPATCH WILL BE TRANIMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDENCE AND A% ADMINISTRATIVIL i | IF DFEHIHUT :;:
BENNETT PAGE 1 OF 3 281158Z  NCR 5818 | THEMRCER o
= 18
ﬂIIlEINl:Tﬂ_R FILL IN DATE AND TIME: - IIIT‘E“_ TIME o -EET ,r,,:
AL ON COTGEING DESPATEMES PLLASE LEAYE ABOUT ONE INCH CLEAR $7AEL BEFORE BEGINMING TEXT P—
2
COMES TOPSECRET. COMNAVEU SENDS ACTION ALUSNA KOSCOW &
INFO COMINCH, ALUSNA MOSCOW PASS TO GENERAL DEANE AND i
AMBASSADOR HARR IMAN. 26
27
28
MILWAUKEE SAILED IN JW58 FOR MURMANSK. ALL 20
a0
CRYPTOCRAPHIC AIDS AND PUBLICATIONS EXCEPT THOSE a1
a2
RECUIRED FOR VOYAGE HAVE BEEN REMOVED. COMMANDING c
OFF ICER 14AS BEEN DIRECTED :g
(1) UPON ARRIVAL MURMANSKX TRANSFER UP TO 3¢ i
OFFICERS AKRD MERW KOT REQUIRED FOR TURNOVER OR REMAINDER f:
VOYAGE TO BRITISH ESCORTS FOR IMUEDIATE RETURN TO UK )
THEN REPURT TO SENIOR SOVIET NAVAL OFFICER PRESENT 5
FOR ONWARD ROUTING TO ARCHANGEL UNDER SOVIET ESCORT. =
HEAD RUSSIAN MILITARY W18S10N LONDON STATES SOVIETS e
| ) 40
Ho, | ADMIRAL e 2 FILE. e, 3 F-1 DR CHARTROOM, e 4 SPECIAL :]

SEALED SECRET

Make ariginal anly. Deliver to Communication Watch Officer in person. (See Art. 76 (4) NAVREGS.) .
KON 18




HAYAL MESSAGE

HAYY DEPARTMENIT

DRAFTER EXTENSION NUMEBER ADORESSEES PRECEDENCE
RSTERISE (*) MAILGRAM RADDRESSEE
FROM PRIORITY
=
=] 1
RELEASED BY £ ROUTINE i
BATE | = DEFERRED 8
| 8 v
' 8
TOR CODERDOM - et
B PRIDRITY 10
DECODED BY | 2 s
| =
F:.EI.PHM.EEEI x| ROUTINE L
BY _ 2|
x DEFERRED :3
]
ROUTED BY | .

T

|.||.|_|$'| ﬂTitil'l'Ili INCICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRAMSMITTLD ™iTW DEFERSED PRECIDEWCL AND AS ADMINEETRATIVL

PAGE 2 OF 3 2811582

IF DPERATIONAL 14
CHECK BELDW

NCR 5848 = 17

18

= T . == ~ 19
DRIGIMATOR FILL IN DATE AND TIME: DATE TIME GLT o

0N DUTQOINE DEPATCHES FLEALE LEAVE ABOUT OME INCH CLEAR SPACE BEFORE BEQIMMING 'IE.IT o
22

PREPARED TO PROVIDE THIS ESCORT AND ALUSNA MOSCOW 18 13

24

REQUESTED TO FOLLOW THROUGH. 25

20

(2) ON ARRIVAL ARCHANGEL REPORT BY DESPATCH TO 27

b

AMERICAN ANBASSADOR 1NFO COMINCH, COM 12TH FLEET AND ”
ALUSNA MOSCOW. 31
(3) DEAL DIRECTLY VADM LEUCHENKO ON DETAILS OF- i

2
b1

TURNOVER CONFORMING USSR DESIRES WHERE PRACTICABLE ON =

3
DIMINISH!1G CREW, TO REFER MAJOR DECISIONS TO AMER]CAN A
an

" AMBASSADCR OR COM 42TH FLEET. =

41

(4) OBTAIN RECEIPT A8 DIRECTED BY AMBASSADOR. -

43

(5) EXPEDITE TURNOVER AND ARRANGE FOR RETURN OF o

REMAIIDER OF CREW IN RA59 AND 6¢ EXCEPT SMALL NUCLEUS. 5
1’:‘
40
i)
Ma. 1 F-1 OR CHARTROOM, Ko 4 SPECIAL 5

SECRET

Ha. 1| ADMIRAL. Ma. I FILE.

SEALED

Makes original enly. Deliver to Communication Watch Officer in person. (See Art. 76 (4) NAVREGS.)

NUR 1A




NAVAL MESSAGE

DRAFTER

EXTENSION HUMBER

MNAVY DEPARTMEmM|

ADDRESSEES

PRECEDEMCE

ASTERISK .u, *) MAILGRAM ADDRESSEE
re PRIORITY 1

RELEASED BY ROUTINE

FOR ACTION

' DEFERRED f
DATE |

TOR CODERDODM -

PRIDRITY 10
DECODED BY _

PARAFHRASED

ROUTINE

12

DEFERRED 13
14

INFORMATION

ROUTED 8Y
UHLESS OTHERWISE (SDICATED THIS DESPATEH WILL BE TRARSMITTED Wit DEFUREED PRLCLOCNCE AND A ADMISISTRATIVE.

2811582

— —
IF DPERATIONAL 1g

HE‘H 5813 EHEEI’:_!ELHVJ 17
: 18

ORIGINATOR FII.I-. lN?‘rE AND TIME: 3 DATE TIME 5 L{:r;::
= UM GUTGOING DISFATCHES PLEASE LEAYE ABOUT ONE INCH GLEAR SPACE BEFOAE SESINNING TEXT Tk 21
2
3
(6) CARRY INVENTORIES BACK TO COM 12TH FLEET. ;:
(7) DELIVER COPIES OPORDER TO AMERICAN AUTHORITIES 26

27

CONCERNED. 7 U § NAVY OFFICER INTERPRETERS AND 1 SOVIET 28

29
LIAISO}N OFFICER I SHIP'S COMPANY. ;':
a2
a3
M
a5
36
a7
a8
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
4n
47
48
49
50
Ma. 3 F-1 OR CHARTRODM. Mo, 4 SPECIAL 5y

SECRET

PAGE 9 OF 3

o, 1 ADMIRAL. Na. I FILE.

SEALED

Make original enly. Deliver to Communieation Watch Officer in person. (See Art. 76 (4) NAVREGS.)
NOW 18




'H.I.“.L HESHIE HM"I' I!EPI.IITHEu

nm.mn EXTENSION NUMBER ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE
= —— Rl T ASTERISK (*) MAILGRAM ADDRESSEE i S = ;
oM ot OO ———— PRIDRITY :,
RELEASED Y A 1Ll RAL—E e R — — E COLGEN U.8, MILITARY Hmﬂﬂ.ﬂ;
M188101, “0SCOW Rt .
e p i RCH- 4944 — | B :
TOR CODEROOM __ 222866 <
DECODED BY K| ‘cow deTW FLEEX -
PARAPHRASED — z IHHHRHF:,
HEHROE — | § perERRED 0
ROUTED BY P D N ) s L 2.4 B ::
ﬂi.m OTHERWILE ml'l'll THIE m.um wWill B Twm 'li'fH - DEFERRED ’“mﬂ“ AND A5 IIIIIII-TI.“I'I‘L IF OPERATIONAL 18
CHECK BELOW
POVILEY 274812 HGFI 43254' O =
ummmnn -Fm IN DATE AND TIME:  oatE i TIME { get ;E
== OM QUTBCING DUSPATCHES PLEASE LEAYE ABOUT ONE INCH CLULAR SPACE BEFORE BEGINNING TEXT — R 21
22
23
ﬂ;-vw 24
F1es [.PSEC. URDIS 264601 SATISFACTORY IN ALL RESPECTS -
a7
EXCEST | FIRST SENTENHCE OF PROPOSED LETTER DESIRE 28
20
WORTS TLADE AVAILABLE' EE CHANGED TO "TEMPIRARILY an
EN

LOA;

CoPY TJ: ADM. LEAHY WiITH COPY OF REFERENCE (26460¢)

No. 1 ADMIRAL Ne. 1 FILE. No. 1 F-1 OR CHARTROOM. Ne. 4 SPECIAL 5

SEALED SECRET °

Make vriginal anly. Deliver to Communication Wateh Uficer ln porson.  (See Art. 76 (4) NAVREGS.)
NOUI AR




NAVAL MESSAGE NAYY DEPAR: N,
DRMFTER  EXTENSION NUMEER C aooRessess PRECEDENCE
ASTERISK (*) MAILGRAM ADDRESSEE S
row ___ GENERAL DEANE (COMKAVEY) : ONTY 5
RELEASED BY i E ADHIRAL KING — | RRBRAR |
oare____ 27 MARCH 1944 g \ \ >/ DEFERRED :
Ton cooenoom 221 L :
DECODED BY WILLAUS = =N E ADMIRAL STARK PRIORITY :113
o PHRMED  yocouwB E RRERER |,
» ——| §| DECLASSIFIED oerenen 13
ROUTED BY _ Jos momo, 1-4-74 14

mTHrﬁuTmFu ;um nuuﬁnﬁm'mﬁmm o ‘m—::
M0 n"'l’E«o...E?lY 2616(( NCR 4921 ' i
. 5

O 18
DRIGIMATOR FILL IN DATE AND TIME:; DATE TIME ““m

oM CHTROME DISPATCHES FLEARE LEAVE ADCWT OME INCH CLEAR EPASE BEFORD BOGINMING TEXT '

22

(THI8 I8 HICOM -FSH ADMIRAL KING TNFO ATV IRAL STARK =

24

FROM CENERAL DEANE. COI'NAVEU PASS TO COPLAV, s
REGARDING LAST 2 PARAGRAPHS OF YOUR 224315 OUR PROPOSAL OFFER-2*
ED TD YOU FOR CGHSIDERATION 18 THAT AI'BASSADOR HARRIVAN SEND
THE BELOW <UOTED LETTER TD MR, XOLOTOV. YOUR COMELCNT OR CON-
CURRENCE ILL BE APPRECIATED. IF THE LETTER IS CENERALLY
ACREEABLLC TO YOU IT 18 RELUESTED THAT THE ALBASSADOR BE
AUTHORIZED TO LAKE (I1LOR tODIFICATIONS AS LECESSARY TO GET
SOVIET COICURRENCE. PARTICULARLY 0N THE PORT OF RETURN DEL-
IVERY WHICH !AY HAVE TO BECO.E SUCH A PORT AS HAY BE LUTUALLY
AUREED UPON, PARAPHRASE OF PROPOSED LETTER TO MR. MOLOTOVW
FOLLOWS. RUOTE. BY ARRANGEMENTS MALE BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT
AND MARSHALL STALIN AS YOU KNOW 4 UNITED STATES CRUISER WILL
BE MADE AVAILABLE TO THE USSR NAVAL COMUAND UNTIL A REPLACE- 4

ESSsstorsunnnrnaEyy

S

- Ma 1 ADMIRAL M. 2 FILE. Me. 3 F-| OR CHARTROOM, Ma. 4 SPECIAL g

SEALED p

Maks original only. Daliver to Communieation Watch Officer In person.

i S SN




NAVAL MESSAGE
nnﬂtn

FROM

RELEASED BY

DATE _

TOR CODEROOM ___

DECODEDBY
PARAFHRASED
BY -

ROUTED BY

EXTEMSION NUMBER

NAVY DEPAR., .n

ADDRESSEES

|
FOR ACTION

INFORMATION

TASTERISK (*) MAILGRAM ADDRESSEE

DECLASSIFIED

JC8 memo, 1-4-74
By RHF, NLR, Date Hﬁr

WNLERS OTHENWISE INDICATED THIS CHSPATCH WILL BE TRANTMITTED WITH DETERRLD PALSLOENEE Ans 15 ADMINISTRATIVL

PAGE 2 OF 3

AONTGOUERY 261641

ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AMD TIME: DATE
— ON DUTGOING CISPATCHES FLIASE LEAYE ANOUT OME INCH CLEAR SPACE BEFORL BLSINMING TLIT

CR 4921

TIME

PRECEDENCE
=

9
‘ FRIDRITY g
ROUTINE "
]
‘ DEFERRED fi
T
8
| g
| FRIORITY 10
1

ROUTINE

12

2 B 4ereenen ]'T

— — 1.5

IF DPERATIOMAL [
| CHECK BELOw
18

—y

BET

21

22

HMENT FROM THE I1TALIAI FLEET CAN SE PLACEL AT THE DISPOSAL 2

4

OF THE SOVIET UN)ON. ACCORDINGLY THE USS MILWAUKEE M ILL TE 25

26

DELIVERED TO THE SOVIET AUTHORTIES IN THE NEAR FUTURE AT A
PORT 11, lORTH RUSSiA. THE AGTUAL TURLOVER OF THE SHIP caN o
BE ACCOMPLISHED GY THE EXCHAWGE OF A SIIPLE RECEIPT BETIEEN

THE US #lD USSR COMVANDING JFFICGERS WITH SIGNED COPIES OF a3

a2

a4
MUTUAL IRVOICES AFFIXED THERETO. UPON TERUINATION CF THE USE s
a4
OF THE "ILUAUKEE N ACCORDANCE WITH THE FORECOI LG ARRANCE- ar

33

MENTS IT 18 ULDERSTOOD THAT THE SOVIET GAOVERENMENT UILL DEL- %0

40

IVER HER TO THE US AUTHORITIES AT A US PIORT OR SJOE OTHER 4

42

PORT ACCEPTALLE TO THE US GOVERNMEMNT CONPLETE WITH ORIGINAL 43

44

CLUTPEENT. ALY EVENTUALITIES WHICH HIGHT ARISE AKD AFE MOT *

46

COVERED 3Y TI'18 EXCHALGE OF LETTERS WILL 3E DEALT &ITH ON w

48

THE BASIS OF MUTUAL AGREENENT CETUEEN THE US AKD USSR GOVERN- 4

1]

Mo, 1 ADMIRAL

Ne. I FILE,

SEALED

Make original anly.
NUR 1R

Deliver to Communication VWatch Officer |

e, 3 F-1 OR CHARTROOM,

Ha. 4 SPECIAL. 5y

— 52
n person.  [(See Art. 76 (4) NAVREGS.
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NAYAL MESSAGE HAYY DEPAR. :h..

DRAFTER EXTEWEION NUMBER ADDRESSEES PRECEDEMCE

ASTERISK (*) MAILARAM ADDRESSEE !

FROM _ = 2 i
PRIORITY 3
—_— ‘
RELEASED BY g ROUTINE 3
DATE E DEFERRED 8
7
TOR CODEROOM . = 8
g
DECODED BY = g . moaTY 10
PARAPHRASED g ROSTINE :;
E DEFERRED 13
ROUTED BY ! 14
WNLESS OTMERWSL INICATED THIE DISPATEH WILL 0 TRANIMITTED WITH COFERRLD PAEGEDENCL AND 3 ADWINITRATIVE = =“, e 18
PALE OF 9 : CHECK BELOW
MONTCOHERY 2616(( NCR 4921 O] 8
ORIGIMATOR FILL IN DATE AND TIME: DATE TIME E;:
e ON DUTGAING DIFATCHED PLEASE LEAYE ABOUT ONE INGH CLEAR EPACE BEFGAL SLSINNING TEIT 21
22
23
MEKTS. YJUR ACKRHOWLEDGEMENT OF THIS LETTER TO CONFIRM THE 24
25
ABOVE ALREEMELT woULD BE APPRECIATED. UNGUOTE. 28
27
28
20
30
81
a2
83
DECLASSIFIED :
JC8 memo, 1-4-T4 %
By REP, WIR, Date MAY 2 1974 "
88
b
40
41
SCR HA8 NCT PASSED TO OPNAY 4
43
“
45
"
&7
48
49
M. 1 ADMIRAL Na. 2 FILE. M. TF-l OR CHARTROOM, M d !H:II.L:

SEALED SECRET °

Maks original only. Duliver to Communleation Watch Officar In parson. (Ses Art. 76 (1) NAVREGS.)
NCH 18




NAVAL MESSAGE " NAVY DEPARTMBLS

ORAFTER EXTEMSION WUMBER ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE
3 . ASTERISK () MAILGRAM ADDRESSEE ,
row ___ GENERAL DEANE (COMNAVEU)T: . 2
ORITY 1
RELEASED BY E ADMIRAL KING RERARR ¢
DATE 27 MARCH 1944 g DEFERRED :
TOR cODEROOM __ 22 L :
pecooeppy___ W ILL IS g ADWIRAL STARK T
PMMASED 60013 E RRARAR |,
peFrenmEn 13
ROUTED BY : = i
mﬁm = ———— s
GE 1 OF 3 CHECK BELOW :E
oATEoheRy 26160¢ NCR 4921 0 it
DRIGIMATOR FILL IM DATE AMD TIME: DATE ¢ TIME m;:
ON ONTGEING DISTATENED PLEASE LEAYE ABOWT ONE INCH CLLAR SPACE BLVOAE MCBINNIND TELT e
2
[THIS 15 HICGY TOPSEC FOR ADMIRAL KING IHFD 'ADMIRAL STARK ::
FROM GENERAL DEANE. COEMAVEU PASS TO ODPHNAV. } s
REGARDING LAST 2 PARAURAPHS OF YOUR 221319 QUR PROPOSAL OFFER-)
ED TO YOU FOR CCONSIDERATION 1S THAT AMBASSADOR HARRIMAN SEND x
THE BELOW “UOTED LETTER TO MR. MOLOTOV. YOUR COMMENT OR CON- :?
CURRENCE WILL BE APPRECIATED. IF THE LETTER 18 CENERALLY =
AGREEABLE TO vOU IT 18 REJUESBTED THAT THE ANBASSADOR BE :
AUTHORIZED TO WAKE HIKOR #ODIFICATIORS AS KECESSARY TO GET ::
SOVIET COLCURAENCE. PAKTICULARLY ON THE PORT OF RETURN DEL- 5
IVERY WHICH ¥AY HAVE TO BECGODUE 8SUCH / PORT AS MAY BE MUTUALLY f:
AGREED UPON. PARAPHRASE OF PROPOSED LETTER TO MR. HOLOTOV o
FOLLOWS. 7JUDTE. BY ARRANGEMENTS MADE BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT :
AND MARSHALL STALIN A8 YOU KNOW 1 UNITED STATES CRUISER WILL ::

BE MADE AVAILABLE TO THE USSR NAVAL COMUAND UNTIL A REPLACE- :

Me. 1 ADMIRAL, M. 2 FILE No. 3 F-| OR CHARTROOM, Ma. & SPECIAL 5

SEALED SEﬁ]E“ET”"

Maks criginal gnly. Daliver to Communleation
Eamg,

NCR 18 By RHP, NLR, n-nr MAY 2 HN
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NAVAL MESSAGE NAVY DEPARTMEN{ \
DRAFTER -mmﬂﬂ; MUMBER ADDRESSEES PRECEDEMCE

WSTERISK {*) MAILGRAM ADDRESSEE ;

FROM PRIORITY 3
' N E ROUTINE :
DATE E DEFERRED :
TOR CODEROOM I :
DECODED BY E Vo :':
PARAPHRASED E ROUTINE 12
DEFERRED 1a

ROUTED BY A e N e 5
UNLESS CTHERWISL INDISATES THE CSEPATEN WILL BE TRAKEMITTED WITH DEFENAED FRIGEDINGE AND A3 ADMINUTRATIYL 3= IF OPERATIONAL ::
PAGE 2 OF 3 : CHELR SlLow
MONTGOERY 26160 NCR 4921 O 18
ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AND TIME: e DATE TIME ir.r;:
ON GITROME DOFATCHED FLEASE LEAVE ADOYT ONL INGH GLLAR SPACE BEFORE REGINNDNG TLXT 21

MENT FROM THE !TAL)AIl FLEET CAN SE PLACED AT THE DISPOSAL x

OF THE SQVIET UNION. ACCORDINGLY THE USS MILWAUKEE WILL BE o
DEL IVERED TO THE E€CVIET AUTHORTIES IN THE NEAR FUTURE AT A
PORT 1il IORTH RUSE in., THE AGTUAL TURNOVER OF THE SHIP CAN

BE ACCOMPLISHED BY THE EXCHANGE OF A 81MPLE RECEIPT BETWEEN
THE US AND USSR COMUANDING OFFIGERS WITH SIGNED COPIES OF
MUTUAL IHVOICES AFFIXED THERETO. UPON TERMINATION OF THE USE
OF THE ILWAUKEE 1) ACCORDANCE WITH THE FORECOING ARRANGE-
MENTS IT 18 ULDERSTOOD THAT THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT WILL DEL~
IVER HER TO THE US AUTHORITIES AT A US PORT OR SOME OTHER
PORT ACCEPTALLE TO THE US GOVERNMENT COMPLETE WITH ORICGINAL
ECUIPMENT. ALY EVENTUALITIES WHICH MIGHT ARISE AND ARE NOT
COVERED BY THIS EXCHANGE OF LETTERS WILL 3E DEALT WITH ON
THE BASIS OF MUTUAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE US AND USSR GOVERN- 4

ESstreocsguERYERRERYEY

z

e, | ADMIRAL Ma. 1FILE. Mo, 3 F- OR CHARTROOM. Mo, & SPECIAL 53

SEALED SECRET °

Maks original only. Daliver to Communicatids BUeAw ARl LE M), (Ses Art. 76 (4) NAVREGS.)
NOR 18 JC8 mamo, l-4-T4
By REP, NLR, Date MAY 2 1974
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NAVAL MESSAGE NAVY u!rmuﬁ \
DRAFTER mnw-:; .-IIIHIEH mnlmt& PRECEDENCE

ASTERISK (*) MAILGRAM ADDRESSEE ;
FROM — PRIORITY 3
RELEASED BY E ROUTINE ;
T
TOR CODEROOM :
DECODED BY 1% PRIDRITY :‘1’
:#umum g i ROUTINE 12
| E DEFERRED 1a
ROUTED BY = = | i
ENLELS OTWERWISE INGHEATED TN DRPATER WILL BE TAARSMITTED WITh DUFERAED Porsenincs ias B Soumrarrs” A e
CHECK BELOW i

PALE 3 OF 3
MONTCOHERY 26160 CR 4921 | O 18
ORIGIMATOR FILL IN DATE AND TIME: . DATE 'I'I.H.E , HE-'T;:
ON DSTOCING DUPATCHES PLEASE LLATE ABOWT OND INE CLEAE SPACE BUGRE SERIANS T 2
22
23
MENTS. YJUR ACKHIOWLELGEHMENRT OF THIS LETTER TO CONFIRM THE 24
a5
ABOVE AUREEMENT WOULD SBE APPRECIATED. ULGUOTE. 24
27
b2
Fia ]
a0
a1
a2
a3
34
as
a8
a7
a8
bk
40
41
SCR HAB NOT PASSED TO OPNAY 42
DECLASSIFIED 4
‘JCE memo, 1-4-74 45
By REP, NLR, Date MAY 2 1974 4
: a7
43
40
Me. 1 ADMIRAL Mo 2 FILE N, 1 F-1 OR CHARTROOM. No. mt.::

SEALED SECRET ° |

Maks original anly. Dellver to Communication Watch Officer in person. (Ses Art. 76 (4) NAYREGS,)
NCR 18 |
1




HWAVAL MESSAGE HAVY DEPARTMEN,

ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE

ﬂﬂlFItﬂ_ ALUSHA KOSCOW EXTEMSION WUMBER

| ASTERISK (*) MAILGRAM ADDRESSEE | :

FROM PRIDRITY 4

RELEASE z CNO ROUTINE ;
EaseD @9 MARCH 1944 E| ROUTINE :
= DEFERRED £
baTE 231406 H :
R
TOR CODERDOM “ﬁRﬁBI HUE EEEr = :
= PRIORITY (]
=
DECODED BY SHUGG 2 i
PARAPHRASED z ROUTINE 1
o
DELAMAYTR : N
ROUTED BY _ |”
UNLESE OTHERWILE INDICATED THIS DEEFATCH WILL BE TRAMIMITTED WITEET&?HHIIEW j??w"‘ If OPERATIONAL or ||l:
CHECK BELOW
&
MRIGINETOR FILL I DATE AMD TIME DATE TiML GCT I.”

ON DUTQOING DHPATCHES FLEATE COAYE ABOUT OME MMCH CLEAR LFRCE BOVORE NOGINWING TRIT

FROM OLSEN SIGNED DEANE. TO JCS.

SOVIETS DESIRE DELIVERY WILWAUKEE AT ARCHANGEL AS SOON
AS PRACTICABLE. USNAVCOM 191727. IF SHE ARRIVES IN TIME =
SOME PERSONNEL CAN RETURN ON RA 58. OTHERS ON RA 59 AND o
LEFTOVERS BY TRAIN TO TEHERAN AND OUT. SOVIETS INVESTI- o
GATING POSSIBILITY RETURN SOME BY AIR TO UNITED KINGDOM
OR ICELAND. AM ADVISING AIMIRAL STARK LIRECT. SOVIETS
HAVE CREW ASSEMBLED BUT WOULL LIKE A SUMMARY OF OUR
RATINGS FOR ifAR CQMPLEMENT TO AS3IST PLANNING. REQUEST
SAME BE FORWARDED BY DISPATCH.

CcoMm !_H cﬁ_. ohACT 9
RAVAIDE. o

47
4%
i

Wo. 1| ADMIRAL. We. 1 FILE, Mt i 71 OR CHARTRDOM M2 4 SPECIAL. 1)

SEALED SECRET

Make original only.  Deliver to Communication Watch (ficer in person.  (See Art. 76 (4) NAVREGS.)

L1




HAVAL MESSAGE HAVY DEPARTMEm

DREFTER 30 EXTENSION NUMBER ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE
I ASTERISK (*) MAILGRAM ADDRESSEE | !
raow __ COMINCH AND CNO - :
PRIDRITY 5
x
RELEASED BY 5 CHIEF OF AM.MILMISSION,MOSCON  FQNARIE
] 5
pate 21 MARCH 19LL g | DEFERRED 0
B
7
TOR CODERDOM _ D
| | 0
= | COM12THFLT
DECODED BY 2 | PRIOMITY 1“|1
-
PARAFHRASED S ROUTINE i,
o g X
z DEFERRED 13
|

ROUTED BY
UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DESPATCH WILL BE TRANIMITTLD WITH DEFERRED PRECEDEMCE AND A5 AONINIETRATE.

== | §

IF OFERATIDMAL 1g
CHECK BELDW

221319 ”

19

ORIGIHATOR FILL IM DATE AND TIME DATE TIME getT

N OUTEOIND DESPATCHES PULASL REAVE ABDWT ONE IMCH CLELE SPACL BLPORD REQINWIND TERT

HICOM FOR GENERAL DEANE FROM ADMIRAL KING X

THE FRESIDENT'S TELEGRAM TO AMBASSADOR FARRIMAN WITH REFERENCE TO DELIVERY OF
Uss LIGHT CRUISER MILWAUKEE TO THE NAVAL COMMAND OF THE USSR AT A NORTH RUSSIAN

PORT HAS BEEN PASSED TO ADMIRAL STARK X %
I HAVE INSTRUGTED ADMIRAL STARK T SAIL THE MILWAUKEE IN CONFORMITY WITH THE
INFORMATION FROM THE AMBASSADOR UPON ITS RECEIFT AND TO CARRY THROUGH DETAILED 2
ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE DELIVERY OF THE SHIP AND DISPOSITION OF THE U.S, CREW, 3
COORDINATING WITH BRITISH IF SIMILAR DELIVERY IS REQUIRED FOR ROYAL SOVEREION X 31
az

1 AM TNFORMED THAT TRANSFER OF MILWAUKEE SHOULD BE ON A QUOTE TEMPORARY LOAN 33
UNLUOTE BASIS AND IS NOT COVERED BY ANY SPECIAL FORM OF AGREEMENT,BUT THAT THE 34

AMBASSADOR IS SUFFICIENTLY INTERESTED TO GIVE ANI FHACTICABLE ADVICE AND ASSISTANCE X
S0 FAR ADMIRAL STARK HAS BEEN DIRECTED TO RETAIN AFFROFRIATE INVENTORIES AND TOLD 30

THTEWMBEWRMRMISEC!'THEFUR‘IB!BMH.-J?AH,WHIEHT‘EE ar
Mmmmxsmmqmmmmumlnmx a8
an

1 WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR PRESENTING THIS MW TER TO THE AMBASSADOR'S ATTENTION %0
mmmﬂmmmcumnmmmsﬂnmrﬂmmurm 41

AGREEMENT TO BE REACHED AND RECEIPT TO BE TAKEN AT DELIVERY X I WOULD BE GRATEFUL *°
nmmmummmmmnm:umwm;m b
mnmmmmmmmmmmmunmmmunﬂ;

MORTH RUSSIAN PORT -
(]

47

48

T

COPY TO: ADM, LEAHY... . hil
No, 1 ADMIRAL. Ma. 2 FILE Me. 3 F-1 OR CHARTRODOM, Ho. 4 SPECIAL. 5

SEALED SECRET

Make original gply. Deliver to Communication Watch Officer in person (See Art. 76 (4) NAVREGS.)

NOM 1E L]
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NAVAL MESSAGE " MNAYY DEPARTMEL -
DRAFTER EXTENSION NUMBER _ ADDREISEES PRECEDENGE
COMINCH AND CNO
FRow E COM 12TH FLEET RRRRRRR
ADHIRAL HIHG ROUTINE
" VARCH 20,1944 B X DEFERRLD
1423
TOR G00EROOM CINGLANT AR¥EkrRR
STOME/BENNETT E ROUTINE
DECODED BY
BEMNETT DEFERRED
PARAPHRASED BY
INDICATE BY ASTERISK ADDRESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS5 SATISFACTORY.
LT.POWLEY PAGE 1 OF 2 201407 NCR 43118-8
UMLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRAMSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDENCE
ORIGINATOR FILL IM DATE AMD TIME ' DATE TIME @ET

FURTHER TO MYDIS 251338. FOLLOWING TELEGRAM HAS BEEN SENT
BY THE FRESIDENT TO AMBASSADOR HARRIMAN QUOTE MILWAUKEE CAN BE
DELIVERED AT A NORTH RUSSIAN PORT. PLEASE INFORM ADMIRAL STARK

ORT AT WHICH DELIVERY I8 DESIRED AND INFORM US BY TELEGRAM WHAT

ARRANCEMENTS CAN BE MADE FOR AN EARLY RETURN OF MILWAUKEE'S PER-
SONNEL UNQUOTE,

UPON RECEIPT OF NECESSARY INFORMATION FROM AMBASSADOR HARRI-
MAN YOU VILL ARRANGE TO SAIL MILWAUKEE IN CONFORMITY THEREWITH
AND CARRY THROUGH DETAILED ARRANGEMENTS FOR DELIVERY OF MILWAUK=-
EE AND TIISPOSITION OF THE SHIP'S GOMPANY, | AM HOT |NFORMED AS
TO WHETHER BRITISH GOVERNMENT HAS ACCEPTED A SIMILAR COMMITMENT
WITH RESPECT TO ROYAL SOVEREICN. IF BG; COORDINATION CF MECESE-
ARY TRANSPORT ARRANGEMENTS 1S INDICATED.

NOTE THAT TRANSFER IS CHARACTERIZED AS A LOAN. YOU ¥ILL BE

M, 1| ADMIRAL Ma 1 FILE e, 3 F-1 OR CHARTROOM. Ma. 4 SPECIAL

( SEALED SECRET

Maks original only. Deliver to communication watch officer in person. (Ses Art. T8 (4) NAVREGS.)
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NAVAL MESSAGE - NAVY DEPARTMEL - /
DRAFTER EXTEMSION KUMBER ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE
FROM E PRIORITY
RELEASED BY RowTINE

g DEFERRED
DATE
TOR CODERDOM PRIORITY
DECODED BY ROUTINE

| DEFERRED

PARAPHRASED BY |
INDICATE BY ASTERISK ADDRESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY iS5 SATISFACTORY.
PAGE 2 OF 2 201407 NCR 43118-8
UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRAMSMITTED WITH DEFERRED FRECEDENCE.
DRIGIMATOR FILL IN DATE AND TIME OATE A TIME [ 1]

TET

ADVISED LATER OF THE FORM OF RECEIPT IF ANY PHICH THE COMMAND-
ING OFFICER 18 TO REQUIRE FROM THE U.8.8.R. UPON DEL I VERY,

COMINCH DELIVERED TO NCR FOR:

vcHn-lllllii'BuPERBiiwtli-b.

Ma. 1 ADMIRAL K. 1 FILE Mu. 1 F-| OR CHARTROOM. Ko, 4 SPECIAL

SEALED SECRET

Make original only. Deliver to communication wateh officer In person. (Ses Art. 76 (4) NAVREGS.)

NOR 18 WS- . L ETERARAST PTG SFEE
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SECHET 19 WAHCH 19LL

FHROk: OPNAV

TO : &LUSHA, LONDOW

NUMBER 504. FPERGONAL AND SECRST. LFPROM THE PRESIDENT
FOR Thlk FOhmiEn SAVAL PEABOWN.

For your information I have today sent the followling
message to Herriman:

GUOTE, Your 142215, The Milwaukes cen be delivered
at s North Russian Port. Plesge inform Admirel Sterk port at
whioch delivery 1s desired and Inform us by telegram what
arrangements can be made for an early return of wilwaukee's
personnel. UNLUOTE,

ROOSEVLLT



SECRET

SECRET
ERIORITY

From: Opnav

19 March 1944

To : Alusna, Moscow

PEREONAL AND SECRET. FROM THE PHESIDENT FOR AMBASSADOR
HARRTMAN,

Your 142215. The Milwaukee can be delivered st a North
Rusesian Port. Please inform Admiral Stark port at which
delivery is desired &nd inform us by telegram what arrange-
ments can be made for an early return of Milwaukee's personnel.

ROOSEVELT

Released from the White house Map Hoom
at 1245, EWT, 19 March 1944

L. WATHEWSON,
Colonel, General Staff.

Above meszage gquoted to the Prime Kinlster
as President's §504, 19 March 1944.

File Copy SECRET

iz) 191727 eR 2/5/




FROM The President TQ Ambaswador Harriman
gEr1AL Unnumbered EATE 19 March 1944
DATE/TIME

OR_FILE NTMEER

TOR MAF ROOM VIA

SURJECT

Delivery of MILWAUREE to north Bussisn port.

ACTION

Answers hannliuhN-PUTUS e Xii

President directed that WILWAULEE be sent to Hus-
sian port as requested. This reply prepared by Admirel
Leehy. Seme messege sent to the PM as POTUs #504 for
his informetion.

COPIES TO: DATE1 BY DIRECTION OF:

ACTION COMPLETED: FILFD:
MR 450 ITalY (2)




March 18, 1944.

SECRE]

PRESIDENT TO HARRIMAN

Your 14£215. The Mllwaukee can
be delivered at a North Russian Port. Please
inform Admiral Stark port at which dellvery is
desired and inform us by telegram what arrangements

can be made for an early return of Milwaukee's

T} LLFJ«L¢*L-L;////

personnel.

&

File Copy




NAYAL MESSAGE NAYY DEPARTM'

DRAFTER EITENSION NUMBER ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE
I i ASTERISK (*) MAILGRAM ADDRESSEE 1
l'u.'u- -h.Ju | q-lulL T‘f | sty :

RELEASED BY . e ;

oare +8 HARCH 1944 o1 DEFERRED :

von cooemoon £229 :

KIZKBRIDE g PRIORITY 10
DECODED BY E AN ~ " 1"
S § COMINCH ROUIANE |
r
S DEFERRED :3
ROUTED BY . 1:
WHLESS OTHENWRLE (NDICATED THIS DESPATEM Wil BE TRARSMITTED WITH DIFERRLD PRLCEDENCE AN) &I ADMINIETRATYE IF OPERATIONAL 14
DIEBEL 161311A° NCR 933( o
ORIGINATOH F!I-.L- Ill_Dl'l'E ARD TIME: DATE TIME . I:ET.::
= O CATEOMRG DEPATEHES PLEASE LEAWL ABOUT OWE INCH CLEAR FPACE BLFORE BEGINNING TEIT ACTION 21
2
=)
MNAVRAN PASSES ALVIRALTYS CoHIN ——| 23
ggnﬁré PASSES ALVIRALTYS 1641314A TO CO0!11MCH Em o
a2 25
. |28
nA M 5774636  NOT TO FOCWAF. i _-g
0T
CINCED HAS REPCRTEL THAT ITALIAN CRUISERS CANCE = —g
USEFULLY E¥PLOYED IN “ED FOR HCEAVY TROUP 'CVEMENTS T ’
INTO ITALY AN OTHER TRANGSFERS OF PERSONNEL AND s "
=, |
UATERIAL. OF THESE GHICH HAVE BEEN OPCRATILG ON =T 1
THECE SERVICES 1 HAS BEEN MINED AND THE OTHER 3 P31 :;
ARE TENPORARILY OUT OF ACTION TUE TO DEFECTS, vt (o
F-33
(2) AS THERE 1€ KO IUMEDIATE STRATEGICAL HECESCITY  p———|&
FOR ITALIAN CRUISERS OR WEST AFRICAN STATION 'BRUZZI |r _ﬁ
AKD GARICALDI ARE BEING SENT TO THE METL TEMPORARILY l% e
N \ 1 4T
A® WELL AS ROETA. frxst @
fFxio ®
[ ] 1 1 2 50
COLIIAVNAW REENCIPHERED AS 180921, ey g
SECRET W

Make original only. Deliver to Code Room Walch Officgr In person. (See Arl. 76 (4) NAYREGS.)
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PERSONAL AND SECRET
C FROM
4] PRIMIFR J.V. STALIN
P TO
b g PRESIDENT F.D. ROOSEVELT
AND
PRIME MINISTER W, CHURCHILL

I heve received your message regarding the transference by the

British Government of eight destroyers to the Soviet Union. I am ready

to agree that these destroyers are ouite good for escort duty but you, of

course, understand that the soviet Union needs destroyers good also for

ather military operations. The right of the Allies to control the

Ttalian fleet is, of course, guite incisputable, and it is necessary to

make this point clear to the Italian Government, and in particular regard-

ing the Italian vessels which are subject to transference to the Soviet

Union.

17 March 1344

TOP-SECRET




W Marshal Stalin TO The President

sEr1AL Unnumbered DATE 17 Mar L

NATE/TIME
OR FILE NIMBER

TOR MAP ROOM VIA
sUBJEPcT Trensfer Italian ships to Russla.

ACTION
Answers message from PRESIDENT and Pu, § Mar 4L.

Per Admirsl L-oahy and Admi-al Brown, President
does not wish to answer this.

COPIES TO: DATE: BY DIRECTION OF:

ACTION COMPLRTED: FILED
450 Italy




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

fareh 10, L1944

EMO Lun fuJ

L 4 Li 1 il

FOR PREFPARALL OF REPLX
S o -z
U L W LU




THE WHITE HOUSE W=

WASHINGTON

March 16, 1944.

MEMORANDUM FOR
ADMIRAL LEAHY

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY
FOR MY SIGNATURE.

F. D- a.

Cable from Ambassadaor
Harriman to the Presldent,
cgateg ::i-.j‘;."ﬂ li:'_.' l')‘.’.‘,i,_. re
delivery of Crulser IILWAUKEE
tn one of the North Russian
l

40

42 % _ .
L%imwuﬁﬁ, ' @ﬁm@f’f?ffg,7,ﬁcﬁ-2fdg

19 Tnme o 0, & Haremar , off
Aolivey of Fnliaiher B Fsscars




NAVAL MESSAGE NAVY DEPARTMENI

WFTER EXTENSION NUMBER ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE
L ; B :
ALUSNA U ASTERISK (*) MAILGRAM ADDRESSEE !
. 0SCOw | URGENT . :
RELEASED 8Y E . eNo ROUTINE ;
oare 19 MARCH 1944 = | eremren 6
7
ron covenoon 1683/15 | e BT i | - :
oecooeo sy PLLENZHORTH = / PRIORITY 10
rARAPRASED ALLE S ORTH i ‘ TN
B = | s 13
sourenay  ALLENSWORTH - T
EHLESS OTWERWISE INCICATED THES OISPATCH WILL BL TRARSMITTED WiTH EFERRED FECCEOENCE AND A3 ADMINISTRATIVE ™ I;PER-E-T;IHHA;_- :.:
i CHECK BELOW
142215 NCR 7072 r 5
I'IHI.'HNﬂ-Tl';R FILL |N DATE AND T;E i Dl"{-[ e TIME GCT i._:-l

OF CUTEQING DISFATCHES PLEASE SEAVE ANOUT OME INCH CLEAR SPACE BEFORE BECINMING TEXT 0|

(PERSONAL AND SECRET FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM HARR I MAN )

VYSHINISHI TOLD ME THIS AFTERNOON THAT HE HAD [~
RUCTED TO ASK ME TO @ABLE YOUA RECUEST OF THE suv1a$555végﬁI

h T THAT THE CRUISER MILWAUKEE BE DEL IVERED IN ON ;
NCRTH RUSSIANPORTS. HE EXPLAINED THE DIFF ICULTY TE ?EEngﬂlET o8

GOVERNMENT OF ACCEPTING DELIVERY OF THE SHIP IN T ”»
KINGDOM. IT WOULDTAKE SOME MONTHS TO WORK THE GHEE ?:’IEE T o

WOULD BE MUCH EASIER FOR THEM TO TRAIN THE CREW IN T 5
WATERS, ETC. A SIMILAR RECUESY WAS MADE TO THE BR1viSH AUBNGs o

SADOR. QLTHIYTG { ASSUME IT WILL BE DESIRABLE TO C
REPLY WP TR S0F ThE B8 11 1sh | Do NOT BeL JEvE SECONGERD R o

HESITATE TC MAKE DELIVERY OF THE SHiP AS REQUES
WILLING TC DC 80 EVEN THUU%H THE BRITISH MA HG;EEIﬁS 7% ;EES* 3

IBLE TO DO THE SAME FOR THEIR bAHT BECAUSE OF TH - i
LARGER NUMBERS OF MEN INVOLVED, THEN TDE THE BH%T?EEYAEEGELA~ 20

NNING DEL IVERY IN THEIR OBN PORTS WHERE THEIR MEN ARE NEEDED, -
~NAVAIDE T3 ... .ACTION (FOR P1A) : 7

4%
40
e ]
Me | ADMIRAL. Ko, 2 FILE. Mo, 371 OR CHARTRODM No. & SPECIAL. 5

SEALED SECRET

-

Make original anly. Deliver to Communication Watch Officer in person. (See Art. 76 (4) NAVREGS,)
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dmpassador Harriman ) The President

FROM

SERIAL Unnumoered pATE 15 Mar 44.
g;TEF:;{ETTHTIEER 142215 NCR 7072

OB UAP ROOM 15/17304 h Navy code room

SURJECT ejivery of wlLWAULEE to north Russian port.

ACTION
To the President via Miss Tully.

Referred to Admiral Leahy for actlon. President
directed that wllWaUhbL be sent to Russian port as
requested. Draft reply preparﬂd by Admiral Leahy;

p*:mved by the Prnsident 19 Mar L4; gent to Agbassador

hHar Same message sent to the PM
as CUIUS #504 fﬂr nis information.

COPIES TO: DATEr BY DIRECTION OF:

1 ACTION COVPLRETED: FILED:
WR qus) ITALY (2)




MAVAL MESSAGE NAVY DEPARTME

iﬁlrl‘.h’ -f-lf.i.NSILIH NUMBER ADDRESSEES I‘HEC[["EHE{
Ty ECTAL l____ == i [ ASTERISK (*) MAILGRAM ADORESSEE T pppRPP f
A i I =T CO W VHAL PRIDRITY |
RELEASED BY e A £ ROUTINE .
DATE 'L‘-" Gt Jﬁ% = = DEFERRED )
i:iif? !

10R CODEROOM ! = -l = 2

; et L1
DECODED BY oy S PRIOMTY 10
oanmsen 0 DGERS/CH BUON 3 ROUTINE 1
BY Ee— - | B
HUT G S0 £ peFERRED P
h_ﬂ!__p-r "
Selit INDECATLD TNt DISFATCH Wikl BL TRAMSMITTLO WITH DUFLAAL FRICLBINCE AND 15 ADMINISTATIVE B =Tl s
4218241 ICR J59’ﬂ- EHECE SELOW :
ORIGINETOR FILL IM L:HL r_u;;_ljd,i DATE TIME GLCT
oE OWTEOING SEFATCHLES PULASL LTANE ABOUT DML INCH CLEAR TFRCL WiFOBE BLGINHING TERT __.*.C? ,:,-14 a
(CounAviAY REED ¥ MERED ALD PASSED TO COMINGH FOR =0 | |3
i:'.F‘:f A8 1“’ EJE ol e
TUEST FOLLOGI LG VESSACES FROX BILISTER MARVIJUAY | ——|x
-7 PASSLT FOR CONEISENTIAL INFORMMTION ITALIAK FLAG e | =
1T COMTARDING OF: 1GER 1% YOUR GOUALD r2 | o
F-Z0 11
Y TELCCRAL STH ("' enPg) THAT LCOORTDING OFF ICAL !r_-i__l 84
COVMURICATION ANY TRA 'SFER CF ITALIAH SHIP TC RUSSIA =0 | 1
|5 uOT EORESE N AG UNITED NATISUS WILL L'AKE PROVISIONS™ L i
IF-22 a0
SiTH THEEIR Uk SiHIPRING TO SUPPLELLNT RUSSIAlN FLE.T =y g §
i T
i PROFOOTION ILCREIELT T EY HAVE NCCENVED FrOl F-34 42
YO o -
tT oL IAL FLEET. YOU GAL T UG CARRY CN WiITH YOUR i ]
FX01 ik
K SELENLY. DECSURTER " 5o |- |4
g
FX3T 49
e e
CORIIEH 50«0 GOG sl IO P75
1G-00 &1
CONFIDENTIALI |

Make original only, Deliver 1o Code Hoom Watch Officer in person,  (See Art. T6 (4) NAVREGS.)
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HAVAL MESSAGE HAVY DEPARTMENT

ORAFTER EXTEMSION MUMBER ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE
FOTAL! (HUS NO ITALY) ASTERISK (*) MAILGRAM ADDRESSEE “PpPEPPP |
s PRIORITY )
RELEASED BY E COMNAVNAW ROUTINE 1
DATE WARCH 13,1744 ;, DEFERRED f
1197 % 7
TOR CODEROOM g ’ —_— 7 e — —-—f; :
Y = /
DECODED BY = COMINCH \ // PRREAPPP 10
PARAPHRASED BENNETT i / ROUTINE 12
BY . =] /
| & Vd pEFERRED 7
ROUTED BY ! / :'
UNLESY OTHERWISE IMDACATED T DREPATCH WiLL B TRARIMITTID WITH DEFERRED FRECEDEWCE AND A% ]EIIIHI"II.‘\.I‘I IF DPER'.T“]HII. c 1|:
LT.GLUNT 121551 NCR 5596 g
DIFEINITUH FILL 1N ﬂ;lé ; m - UI-T'E TIME ; . -B:T ."I:
ON CUTEOMNE DESFATCHED PLEALE LEAYE ABDUT OWE INCH CLEAR IFACE BEFORE RECINSING TEXIT
THIS IS HICOK. COMNAVNAN REENCIPHERS FOTALI'S n

ROV, TSE VIR E aL e SR T A AN '
COMMAVNAW'S 1{1454 SUBSTANCE OF COMBINED CHIEFS
OF STAFF MESSALE CONVEYED TO ITALIAN MINISTER OF MARINE %
JOINTLY BY REAR ADMIRAL MCGREGOR AND COMMODORE ZIROLi
YESTERDAY EVENING 14TH MARCH. MINISTER EXPRESSED SATIS-
FACTIOR WITH STATEVENT AND APPRECIATION FOR CLARIFICATIOH
OF SITUATION, CONSIDER MAINTENAHCE PRESENT POLICY WILL
ERCOURAGE CONTINUED COOPERATION ITALIAN NAVY.

S8END TO COMINCH FOR INFO BY COMNAVNAW A8 130807 o

Mo 1 ALMITAL, Ne nl'ILl' U F I DR CHARTRL PECIA by

SEALED SECRET

Moke gririnal osds Dieliver to Communication Watch Oificer in person.  (See Art. 76 (4] NAVREGE )
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MAVAL MESSAGE 1 ﬁ'ﬂ’ IIEF-II'I'HEM

DRAFTER EATENSION NUMBER ADDRESSEES mm -.F.
' CONNAVNAW ASTERISK (*) MAILGRAM ADDRESSEE = F :
FAOM —ins = | FOTALI PHONITY
' (FOR COMVODORE ZIROLI) i
RELEASED BY 13 MAGNH 1544 ROUTINE 5
"
OME_ 2rae/13 p— DEFERRED ¢
TOR CODEROOM B 4 .. L — _ :
DECODEDBY_  pypDY __|& ‘ el - :?
PARAPHRASED g 5 ROUTINE |,
' £ oEFERRED 13
ROUTED BY N | VIO . _'=_:;
EMLESE OTHENWISE INCHCATED THIS MMTFH 'I‘II.L l-[ mﬂ'ﬂl l"I'I'H HI'[“I mtunu III - mm‘mi. | IF OPERATIONAL 1p
0VLAND 181451 A= NCR 5834 :umf:uuw i
=== — =1 i:: —I e e
ummaml FILL IN DATE AND TIME: = DATE TME m;:
S I ON COTHOME DISPATCHER PLEASE LEAYE ASOWT ONE INCH CLLAN SPACE BUFORE BEGISNING TLXT TR
THIS FROM COVIMAVNAR REENCIPHEAS AIRRINISTRY'S DISPATCH OF Q@ MARCH
TO FOT'L) FOP COMVODORE ZIROL! FOR ACTION:- 2

"REFEFZTCE NUMBER THIS MESSAGE 0Z-13f4, COSWED S5. REFERENCE CONSWED::

7
54,
PRIME ' 11¢iSTER AND PRESIDENT HAVE AGREED FOLLOWING COMNUNICATION
FROM CCVBINED CHIEFS OF STAFF FOR CONFIDENTIAL INFORVATION OF -
ITALIAY “7FICER FOR USE AT YOUR DISCRETION. BEGINS:- :L
AT TEHERAN IT WAS AGREED THAT SHIPS OF THE ITALIAN NAVY SHOULD
BE USE™ i 1MZAE THEY COULD BE EWPLOYED WOST EFFECTIVELY AGAINST ;
THE CO 0% ENEMY. IT VAS ALSO AGREED IN PRINCIPLE THAT RUSSIA "
IS ENT 7LD TC HER SHARE Wil THE INCREASE OF ALLIED NAVAL STRENGTH “
RESULT' © "ROM THE SUSSENDER OF THE ITALIAN FLEET, RUSSIA IS Now &
IN URC™:T UEED OF ADCITIONAL WAVAL STRENGTH . FOR 'rr‘s sT'r ::
‘T'“ Y
Ko 1 AOMIRAL, Me. 7 FILE. _-NI:-I ;-]-I_;;?. Hlﬁuﬁ Wo 4 EPE‘“M _:'II
SEALED SECRET °
Make arigipal only. unlcation Watch Officer In person. (See Art. T8 (4) NAVREGS.)




NAVAL MESSAGE NAYY DEPARTMEm:

DRAFTER : EXTENSION NUMBER | ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE
S . ' ASTERISK (*) MAILGRAM ADDRESSEE ] g
- ————— -— e - S il
- e d— ' PRIDRITY 3
g '
RELEASED BY § ROUTIKE
5
o e & DEFERRED :
TOR CODEROOM - I —_— |- :
t .
DECODED BY - E| i :?
PARAPHAASED g ROUTINE |,
- £ DEFERRED  '?
b TR s S iy L I RS o ::
UHLELY CTHERWISE ﬂﬂt“’“ TIIII DHEMATCH WILL BE 'Il‘.lﬂll‘l’!'lll WiTH HJIIIID H[ml’ Lll AL H!IHI‘I‘HH‘!‘L IF OPERATIONAL ip
SHEET 790 OF KCR 553¢ EHEOR LW
| I 18
— = = e —— _—— L .- == = E—t ﬂ‘
ORIGINATOR FILL m DATE AND TIME: DATE TINE e,
b T - ON DATAOING DISPATEMES PLEALE LEAYE ABOUT ONL INCW CLLAR SPACE ICFOAL SEGIWMING TEXT T - 2,

22

GREAT ETITAIN AND THE UNITED STATES WILL LEND SOME OF THEIR SHIPS
TO RUESI/ TO COYPENSATE FOR THE HELP THEY ARE RECEIVING FROM

THE IT/LIAL HAVY. 17 45 NOT INTENDED TO TRANSFER ANY ITALIAN a7
SHIPS 10 RUSSIA AT PRISENT,® 2

. an

an

a2

PASSED T0 COVMIKCH FOR INFD BY COMNAVNAR AS 13g818. 2

4

I-I.

45

an

v

4=

]

Mo, | ADOMIRAL. ke, 2 FILE, T } Ell‘ EHIIT_!I'.'IﬂM i Mz 4 LSPECIAL | :

SEALED SECRET °

Make orivinal anly. Deliver to Communication Watch (fficer in person.  (See Art. 76 (4) NAVREGS )
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NEW YOHs TLaEs,
Friday, 10 Maroh 19...

U. S. Scoop on Italian Fl
Is Ath‘cked in the Comr

By JAMES B. RESTON
By Cabls to TES KEw Yorx T,

R B
‘tes show Uttle sign of fore ﬂ{

reaction by the Br

.-

Washington on the mot complain sbout the
On the contrary, it ts only fair Italinn
to say that underneath the correct Btatea,
British manner of but about Mr,
thesa delicate subjects there la a AnRAUnCe.
considerable amount of frritation, Govern-
which was politely expressed In press that
today's exchanges in the House of L
Commons and |8 discussed In a to nothing,
‘more direct fashion by Tomor- partly because of Mr. Churchill's
row's. Economint, tming of news

incomparably the best pariia-
mentary debater in the House, hut
irritation over the Washington an-

|mons that while discussions were Tt should not be ignored because
golng on mbout “the future em- it followed the Congressional con-
ployment and disposal of the Ital- troversy over Palesting and the
inn fleet” it may be found that the United States announcement that
final disposal of the fleet should it intended to bulld & pipeline from
be left over untll the end of the the Persinn Gulf refinecies to the
war again Japan, Mediterrean, both of which dis-

Meanwhile, he added, “no change turbed some observers here, agnin,
is contemplated in the arrange- lenst regurding the pipeline, nat
ments witth the Itallan naval au- of what was being pro-
thorities under which the Italian but becauss of tHEWEY in
ahips and thelr crows take part in It wan proposed.
the common struggle agalnst the Economist Gives British View
: oo i) o hald hore that
now operate.”

This explanation, however, did mﬂnhﬂrm
not shtisfy Mr, Churchill's ecal-| it . the off o
leaguen wha on thia fasue, as on Hritain provided the
the Palestine and oll questions, are hmf\.ﬂmm
not so upset about what the but to take re-
United Btates has been dolng as by f or at least part of the
[the way in which It has Been do- ity for what it does or
ing It : American |
want to get into a discussion on had had & salutory
this Ttalian flest question but Cp- in bringing the nations in
poaition memibers and one of his reglon Into clossr economic
own suppotters foreed him inte it and poisting out that

%‘%

i e
! cnn with

* course, no threat to
British of} interests in the proposed
Jﬂhﬂly cover mont of Eritish

and American ofl companies and |
the development of nugu“m:a. in|
Saudl Arabia will not affect the

'the Interests of the Middle East as
& whole"

—

iri!?r

(BRER,




The problem of a Jewish na-
tional hame,” the ecopomist con-
cludes. "in not & singles question
unrelated to any other military po-
litteal and economic problem in the
Middla Easi. Its solution depends
upon such matters s the Arab
federation, soil fertility, rising lv-
ing standards, freedom of emigra-
tlon to other parta ® * *.

*The bullding of the pipa line,
the construction of more refinerles
and ‘oll towns' and the develop-
ment of harbor facilities will rad-
fcally effect employment, Immi-
gration, lving standards &nd so-
clal services through the Middle
Enst.

“The manner in which the grow-
| ing atl industry. is devoveloped can
ba m vital factor in determining
whether the sconomic expanaion of
the area goes forward on regional
or on narrow naticnalist lines, This,

in turn, may well decide the rate of
possible immigration inte the Le-
vant and is thus Inseparable from
the problem of the national home
for the Jewa"

Fleet Ts S5illl Problem

WASHINGTON, March B UT—
The Italien Fleet problem devel-
oped into something of an intems-|
tional political mystery todny.

The beotting in W - ia
that the most of the ships t go;
to the Russians would be Amer-
lean-bullt with poasibly o few Brit-
lsh, Because of political diffioul-
tiea, posaible effects on crew mo-
rale nnd the mechanloal difficultles
of Fussian operatlon of Italian
shipa there is lttle prospecied any
gizeable rumber of Italian shipa
going over, If any.

The President, continuing work
on a problem only half-scived laat
Friday, apparently is locking for
a formula to effect the transfer
to Russin in much a way aa o ad-
vance the common cause of vie-

DECLASS!
E. O. 1235



SECRET

1 WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAG

SECURITY CONTROL March 9, 1944

From: Chiefs of Staff

Toi A.F.H.Q.

Infot J.3.M., Washingtan

Number: COSMED 56.
Folloving for General Wilson.
Reference COSMED 54,

Prime Minister and President have agreed
following communicaticnal from Combined Chilefs of Staff
for confidentiel informetion of Itallan officers for
use at your discreticn.

BEGINS At Teheran it was agreed thet ships of the
Itellan Navy should be used where they could be employed
most effectively agalnst the common enemy. It was also
agreod in principle that Russia is entltlsd to her shere

in the increase of Allled naval strength resulting from

the surrender of the Italian Fleet. DRuzaia 1s now in urgent
need of edditional naval stresngth. For the present Great
Eritain and the United States will lend some of thelr

ships to Russis to compensates for the help they are recelving
from the Italian Navy. It is not intended to tranafer any
Italian ships to Russia at present. (ENDS)

T:0.0. 091800Z

ACYION: ©CB

INFORMATION: OFD .
Gen Bissall
Gen Armold
Sec, CGen, Staff

Adm King

S v 3 _|
CM- 111-6787 (10 Mar 44) 13452 amr
SECRET COPY No.

‘/J =2 M (ﬁ?)unm OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN  24-Ba3Bdinc-anood




9 March 1944

Prime kiinister Churchill told Commons today that no
change wes contemplated st present in the status or disposition
of the Italian Fleet, strongly implying thct any transfsr of

porarily.

"As President Roosevelt has said, the guestion of the
future employment and disposition of the Italien Fleet hes
been subject to much discussion, and in particuler consideration
hzs been given to the immediate reinforcement of the Soviet
Navy"™ Churchill said.

"I have no statement to meke on these disoussions other
thet to say that at present no change is contempleted in the
arrangements with Itallan Naval authorities under which
Itelian ships and crews teke pert in the common struzgle sszainst
the enemy in theatres where they now operate."

"It may well be found that consideretion of the Italian
Fleet would best be left open until the end of the wer agein:=t
both Germeny nand Japen."

Regraded Unclassified



9 March 1944

SECRET

MEMORANDUM FOR:
VICE ADMIRAL K. S. EDWAKDS

) The Prime Minister has agreed to the followlin
statement to be given confidentlally to Italian olficial
He has sent it to General Wilson as from Combined Chlefs
Stafl for use at his diseretliom:

"It was agreed at Teheran that the ships of
the Italian Navy should be used where they could
be most effectively employed asainst the common
enemy. In principle it was also agreed that Hussia
is entitled to her share in the increase of Allied
Nuval strength shich resulted from the Itallan
Fleet surrendering, Additional Naval strength is
now urgently needed by Russia. The United States
and Great Britain will for the present lend to
Russia some of thelr ships to compensate for the
help they are receiving from the Italisn Navy. It
is not intended at present to transfer to Hussia
any Italian ships.®

Very respectfully,

WILSON BHOWN,
Rear Admiral, U.5.N.,
Naval Alde to the President.

SECRET




Copy

bRET
L

To: The President of the United 3tates
No: 612, Filed 09/16202

Prime Minister to President. Fersonal.

Your: 489" for confidential information of Italian
officers. We entirely agree and have signalled Wilson
accordingly as from Combined Chiefs of Staff for use at

his discretlon.
No Sig

* Extract from #489: "What do you think of sending the fol-
lowing to General Wilson and to the Naval Commenders in the
gggitgﬁiausan for confidential information of Italian

c 83

"At Teheran it was agreed that ships of the Italian
Navy should be used where they Gould be employed most ef-
fectlvely against the common enemy. It was also agreed in
prinniplg EE?: gu;;ialiﬂtentiziad to b;r share in the in-
crease o a aval stre result from the surrender
of the Italian Fleet. Rusa?& is now innﬁfgant need of
additional Naval strength. For the present Great Britain
end the Unlted States will lend some of their ships to
Russis to compensate for the help they are receiving from the
Italien Navy. It is not intended to transfer any Italian

P Hnngﬁ@ﬁzw
{15918



oECHES 8 WARCH 1944

FROW: OFPHAV
TO : ALUSHA, LONDON

NUMBip ,92., PERSONAL AND SECKET FROW THE PRuSIDENT TO
ThE FORMER NAVAL PERSON.

Referring to your 608, I can find no fault in your
proposed statement to Parliement contained in the lazt para-
graph thereof.

Please glveme your reaction to the message proposed in
my 489 to be sent to General Vilson snd to our navel commanders
in the Mediterranean for confidential information of Italian

officials.

ROO SEVELT

SECRET

-1l =

'Copy




SECRET

FROM: THE PRESIDENT AND THE PRIME MINISTER
T0 ¢ MARCHAL STALIN
DATE: 8 WaRCE 1944

Although the Prime Minister instruoted Ambassador (lark
Kerr to tell you that the deatroyers we are lending you were
0ld, this was only for the sake of absolute frenkness., In
fact they are good, serviceable ships, quite efficlent for
ssgoort duty, There are only 7 fle t dastmyafa in the whole
Italian Navy, the resat being older destroy=rs and torpedo
boats, Morsover thase Itelian dsstroyers, when we do got them,
are absolutely unfitted for work in the North without wvery
lengthy refit. Therefors we thought the 8 whioh the BEritish
Government have found would be an earller and more convenient
form of help to you.

The Prime Minister regrets that he cannot spare any new
destroyers at the present time, He lost 2 last wesk, one in
the Russian oconvoy, and for the landing at OVAHLOARD aslomne he
has to deploy, for close inshore work agalnst the battaries,
no fewer than 42 destroyers, a largs proportion of which may
be sunk, Zvery single vessel thet he has of this oclaes 1ls
belng used to the utmost pressure in the coumon ocause, The
movement of the Japanese floet to Singapors eraatas a new
uu;.:nt.iun for us both in the Indian Ocean. The fighting im
the Anzio bridgehesd and gemerally throughout the Mediterraneaa

is at its height., The wast troop convoys are orossing the

SEGRET




SEGRET
Atlantie with the United States Army of Liberation. The
Russlan eonvoys are being run up to the lsst minute before
OVEARLOKD with very heavy destroysr ssgorts. Finally there
is OVERLORD itself. The President's position is simlilarly
strained, but in this cese mainly becauss of the gract sgsale
and sativity of the operaticna in the Pacifle.

Our joint intemntiona to deliver to you ths Italian ships
ggreed upon at Moscow and Tehersn remain unaltersd, sad we
shall put the poaitiocn formally to the lt:sllen Govermment at
the time when it 1s broadensd anmd the new ministers take over
their responsiblilities., There is no gqusstion of our right to
dispose of the Itallan Navy, but only of exercising that right
with the least harm to our common intsreats, Moanwhile, all
our specified ships ara belng propared for delivery to you on

loan as already agrsed,

ROOGEAVZLT. ChURCHILL,

This message to STALIN, signed jolntly by the PRESIDENT
and the PRIWE WLINISTER, was dispatohed from Londom to
Woscow onm 5 Mareh 1944, through British communiocation
ghannsls. (See attached background material).

SECRET



' Background of Jjoint PRAoIULNT/PRIWE wlnlSTiR message
to whAlShAL STALIN, dated 8 March 1944:

STALIN-POTUS/Pls, 26 Feb L4, answers PUTUS/Pu-STALIN
messaze of 7 Feb L4, and also enswers POTUS-51.LIN messages
of 23 and 24 Feb 4L4i. In this message of 26 Feb 44, STALIH
requests that 4 new destroyers be included among those being
sent to him by Britain and the U.S.

In Pu-POTUS, #595, 29 Feb Li, the PRIWE wINISTER guotes
message received from JAmbassador wLaks oERR, giving STalLIN's
reactions to joint message of 7 Feb L.

The PRESIDENT, in POTUS-Pk #,85, 3 Mar L., advises the
PRIME &INISTER that he has recelved STALIN's %Dint message
of 26 Feb LL, and requests that the PRIw:E WINISTLR suggest
something which ocould be used in making reply to STALIN,

The PRIAE WINISTER forwarded for the PHESIDENT's ap-
prov&l a meGsEd Jaint messaga to STALIN |:PM-—PUTEG #601.
L Mar 44), which the PRESIDENT approved in POTUo-Ph 7489,
7 Mar Li.

The message to oTaLIN, signed jointly by the PRESIDENT
gend the PHIWE wINIoTER, was dispatched from London to lioscow
on & Marech 1944, through British communication channels.

Answered by STaLLN's message to the PRESIDENT and the
PRIWE wINISTER, 17 Mareh 194L4.
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WAR DEPARTMENT
! CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE f;q

URGERKT
From Alglers
To1 War _
NO. W-4567/61516 Tth Merch, 1944

To AGWAR for Combined Chilefa of Staff and to USFOR
for British Chiefs of Staff rptd Unity London and Hq MAAP
this is (AP 644) from Wilson signed Wilson cite FHINC.

Oeneral MacFarlane is being pressed by Marshal
Badoglio for offioial information in regard to statement
reported to have been made the President at press ocon-
ference on 3rd Maroh conoerning dispoeal of the Italilan
Fleet. Badoglio has been wery much disturbed by the preas
and radio reporta om the subject and threatens to resign on
the groumde that his position has been made untenabla.

Please inform me what I should tell MacParlane to say to
Badogllo to reassure him in order to sustaln Italian morale
and to preserve the eooperation of Italian Fleet om the basis
of eo-belligerency.

KFo 81g.

ACTION: CCS (Capt Royal USHN)

INFORMATION: OFD
General Blesell
General Arnold
General Hilldring

A =
Colone Hethavsen >

CM-IN-4816 (7 March &4) 22132 ejv
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SECHET T March 1944
From: Opnav

Toe : Aluena, London

NUMBER L89. PERSOMAL AND SECRET. FROM THE PRESIDENT FOR THE
FORMER NAVAL PFHSON.

Receipt is acknowledged of your messages 598 to 607 inclusive.

Thank you for your very kind message to Mrs. Roosevelt.

Reference your 601, I agree with your proposed joint message to
U.J. about destroyers to be sent.

I am sending you by the following message (490) my recormendstion
about the Italian Govermment.

In order to try to put at rest the concern of the Italian Navy
about their ships what do you think of sending the followlng to General
#ilson and to the Naval Commanders in the Mediterranean for confidentizl
information of Italian officials:

QUOTE. At Teheran it was agreed that ships of the Italian Navy
should be used where they could be employed most effectively agninst the
cormon enemy. It was also agreed in principle thst Russia is entitled to
her share in the increase of Allied Navel strength resulting from the
surrender of the Italian Fleet. Russie is now in urgent need of additional
Naval strength. For the present Great Britain and the United States will
lend some of their ships to Russie to compensate for the help they are

receiving from the Italian Mavy. It is not intended to transfer any

Italian ships to Russla at prezent. UNQUOTE.




Your 608 has just come after what appears above had been prepared.
T do not thirk there is any essentizl conflict. I will wire you again

in a short time.

ROOSEVELT




GOl

From: MA London .
To: The President.of the United States

No. 608 Filed: 071236 Z

Prime Minister to President Roosevelt personal and
most secret. About the Italian ships.

1. I have never agreed nor have you ever asked me
to agree to & division of the Itallan Fleet into 3 shares.
If this claim were to be based on the fact that we 3 Fowers
signed the Italian Armistice together, what about all the
other Powers that fought Italy? Greece for instance would
have an irrefutable claim. It was not until after the Cairo
conference that I heard you had mentioned about the 1/3 for
Russia. Averell was however able to assure you that nothing
of the sort had been said to the Russians. See your number
437. You are therefore quite uncommitted s§ far as they are
concerned.

2. His Ild&lt!'l Government would not be able to
agree to a division of the Italian Fleet by 1/3 or a pro rata
division among signatories to the Armistice. We hold very
strongly that losses entailed in the Ttalian wvar must be

REl
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qunlig-rud. We bore le weight of that war from
lﬂlﬂ_nntlrdl until British and American troops entered
Tunisia as the result of "TORCH". Our Naval losses alone
have been very heavy indeed. For instance, from Italy's
declaration of war until her unconditional surrender, the

Royal Navy lost in the Mediterranean the following ma jor

warships:
1 Battleship
2 Aireraft Carriers
1 Monitor
14 Crulsers
L8 Destroyers
13 Escorta
3 Fast Minelayers
2 Depot Ships

40 Submarines
and the following merchant shipping: 129 vessels of
780,000 gross tonnage. We certainly feel that we are en-
titled to have our claims for replacements duly considered
by our closest Ally.

3. Here I must mention that ;xeapting only Vanguard
we have suspended our whole battleship programme ineluding
the four 16-inch battleships authorized by Parliament even
pefore the war began in order to concentrate upon short-term
var necessities freely expended in the n;unan cause. We have
borne the whole burden of warship losses in the Russian con-

voys, to wit:

2 Crulsers

5 Destroyers

3 Minesweepers
1 Fleat ﬁoﬂ-r.

4. TUp to the present I hli- been content to leave

© SEGREN
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these matters for adjustmen E@ lbth- war when His

Ma jesty's Government would certainly h.nv- represented that
they were justly ontitlud to t.h- 2, lurriving Litturin-
account _nf their heavy buttl&ah:l.p losses. I do not vilh to
pre judge this question at the present time. We must however
bear in mind that about 100 Italian Warships have been and
up to the present moment m gtill doing useful and important
work for both our éountries. I therefore suggest that all
further discussion of a division of the Italian Fleet apart
from what we agreed with Stalin at fnham, stand over till
the end of the war, when no doubt the Japanese Fleet will
also come into consideration.

5. At the Moscow conference the Russians asked for

certain specified types of Italian ships, namely

1 Battleahip
1 Cruiser
8 Destroyers

4 Submarines

and 40,000 tu;:m of merchant shipping. At Teheran we
assented to this. The Combined Chiefs of Staff subsequently
became alarmed lest the announcement that we meant to'turn
over Italian ships to the Boviets should impalr cooperation
by the Itallian Naval Forces and possibly lead to luuttlmé.
You and I then agreed to propose to Russias that we lend her

the same quantity of ships until the matter could be adjusted
with the Italians after the present eritical stage of the
war in Italy and in the Mediterranean was OVer. This was ac-

cepted by the Russians. @mﬁuwe that
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the British Admiralty made a generous contribution to the
plan by providing in fact 13 warships oub of 14 and half
the merchant tonnage. This plan is in actual process of
being carried out.

6. Our relations with the Italian Government in this
matter must also be considered. They surrendered their fleet
and there is no doubt of the ultimate right of the Allies to
dispose of it as they may decide. However Admiral Andrew
Cunningham, with General Eisenhower's full assent, made an
agreement at Taranto in consequence of which the Italian
Fleet, which had bravely escaped from the clutches of the
Germans n_ut without heavy loss, thenceforward became actively
employed in the Allied interest. A relationship has been
sstablished between the Italian Fleet and the Bri.t-inh and
American Fleets alongside of whom they are operating which
gertainly implies that we should treat them properly and with
due consideration. A prisoner of war is one thing but unué
you accept & man's services and he fights at your gide against
the common enemy, a different status and relationship are
established. I hope this may be patiently looked into because
at present the British Admiralty feel uncomfortable about the
position into which we have got.

7. I shall no doubt have to make a statement to
Pl-lrlil.ﬂnt in the near future and would propose, subject to

your agreement, something as follows:




o v SElEY

the future employment and disposal of the Italian Fleet

has been the subject of somg discusstion. In particular
consideration has been given to the {mmediate reinforcement
of the Soviet Navy either from Anglo-American or Italian
pesources. On these discussions I have no statement to
make other than to say that at present no change 1s con-
templated in the arrangements with the Italian Naval
Authorities under which Italian ships and ‘their crews take
part in the common struggle ageinst the enemy in the
theatres where they now operate. It may well be found that
the general question of enemy or ex-enemy fleet disposal
should best be left over till the end of the war against
both Germany and Japan, when the entire position can be
surveyed by the vlctorlous Allies and what is right and just

can be done.

No Sig

Sl
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Signed Wilson cite FHINC to Hq Acmf for Lowe (Pleld
Press Censor) to Mideast for PR3 to Commandeth Malta for
Trudgeon (Civil Censor) for action to TROOPERS for IP 3 to
AGWAR for Bissell for information 5th March W 4397/60672,

Wo further mention whatever of handing over
Ttalian fleet to Russia. Please inform all censors.
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From: MA London
To: The Fresident of the Unitaq States

No. 601 Filed: 041925 Z

Prime Minister to President Roosevelt personal and
most secret.

Your number 485, Thank you very much for your
surances about no sheeps eyes at our oil}fields at I and

Irag. Let me reciprocate by glving you

interests or property in Zaudi » position on this,

as in all mattera, 1 seeks no advantage,

use-at least not so long as your humble servant is en~
ted with the conduct of her affairs. I will bring the

matter before the Cabinet on Monday and hope to telegraph you
{ immediately thereafter.
i About the India Ocean situation. I hope the enemy

o SECRET
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fleet will stay at Singapore, as t
opportunities in the main Faecific theatre.

much for the carrier. I shall be send u a signal short-

1y on the wider aspects of our action against Japan,
About U.J. and t

of the Soviet Government before attempt-

oles. I am waiting to recelve

the official ans
¥p my mind whether there is anything else we can

About the Italian ships et cetera. I was much start-
led by the press accounts of your talk with them. The Russians
have never asked for one-third of the Italian ships. But only
for the specific vessels mentioned at Moscow and agreed to by
us at Teheran. See list which follows. We have never agreed,
as you know, to anything beyond this. We shall now see what
the Ttalian reaction will be and whether the Combined Chiefs
of the Staff were right in their apprehensions set forth in
J.8.M. 1372 dated 2Bth-12-43. From your 483 I infer that we
are to go on with the poliey of loaning U.J. some British and
American ships till we can get the Itallans'. I therefore
suggest the following joint message to U.J. from you and me:
Begins.

Although the Prime Minister instructed Ambassador
Clark EKerr to tell you that the destroyers we are lending you
were old, this was only for the sake of absolute frankness. In

fact they are good, serviceable ships, quite efficlent for
sscort duty. There are only 7 fleet destroyers in the whole

o SEGRE
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Italian Navy, the rest being older destroyers and torpedo
boats. Moreover these Itelian destroyers, when we do get
them, are absolutely unfitted for work in the North without
very lengthy refit. Therefore we thought the 8 which the
British Government have found would be an earlier and more
convenient form of help to you. The Prime Minister regrets
that he cannot spare any new destroyers at the present tiné.
He lost 2 last week, one in the Russian convoy, and for the
landing at OVERLORD ;lumn he has to depley, for close inshore
work against the batteries no fewer than 42 destroyers, a
large proportion of which may be sunk. Every single vessel
that he has of this class 1s being used to the utmost Prassure
in the common cause. The movement of the Japanese fleet to
Singapore creates a new situation for us both in the Indian
Ocean. The fighting in the Anzio bridgehead and generally
throughout the Mediterransan is at its height. The vast troop
convoye are crossing the Atlantie with the United States Army
of Liberation. The Runlli.l.n convoys are being run up to the
last minute before OVERLORD with very heavy destroyer escorts.
Finally there is OVERLORD itself. The President's position
is similarly strained, but in this case mainly because of the
great scale and activity of the operations in the Pacific. Our
Joint intentions to deliver to you the Italian ships agreed
upon at Moscow and Teheran remain unaltered, and we shall put
the position formally to the Italian Government at the time
Vhen 1t is broadened and the nev ministerstake over their

SEGREY
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rolpnnl}hilitiui. T hére is no right to
dispose of the Italian Navy, but only of exerclsing that
right with the least harm to our common interests. Mean-
vwhile all our specified ships are being prepared for delivery
to you on loan as already agreed. Signed: Roosevelt.
Churchill. Message to 3talin ends.

I must send you my warmest congratulations on the
grand fighting of your troops, particularly the United States
Third Division in the Anzio bridgehead. I am always deeply
moved to think of our men fighting side by side in so many

fierce battles and of the inspiring additions to our history
which these famous episodes will make. Of course I have been

very anxious about the bridgehead where we have so0 little
ground to give. The stakes are very high on both sides now
and the suspense 1s long-drawn. I feel sure we shall win
both here and at Cassino.

We certainly do have plenty to worry us now that our
respective democracies feel so sure the whole war 1s as good |

a8 won.

. No 8ig
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' Plan to Gjve Third of the Fleet ¢
To Russid Has World Importance:

| F By HANSON _w'. HELW
W_ WW almost . I.w.&'ﬂ '1:]1 cartalnly regurd o — — . —

- g e Bows o c would be ¥
ference that It had been
| h ong-third of the
| “neet’ or the equivalent

|M‘!hﬂldﬁmhth|m.
|siana has & great deal more polit- strengt
ical than milltary signifioance,  F

As the Prasident said, the future
af the Italian Nayy was discussed

undaubtrd-
?ﬂmt-r'[-.

useful |n the East.
HFH!‘I.EWE la litkle immediate

i significance in the poten-
ll& sfer, though & greal deal
:h tical and paychologieal alg-

Iemmnen.
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RE ITALIAN F LEE T

Aaked If the division Included

Was Arranged When
Italy Surrendered

DETAILS TU! IE SETTLED

Soviet Wil ﬁl! Vessels - or
Their Equwtlﬂni-—%tatuu of

Crews I_uf-}'gl Decided

_.....r.,?_
nanﬂ&m
T e
w
ldmhfm"mm todny
that the Italian Fleet would be
m!-tﬂhutpd equally  mmong the
United States, m-i_up;_*a Rusaia
for purposes of g the

WAr.

Rodsevelt Says Diision| s

.' fsked If the qngun‘l i to,a
three-way divislon

ttﬂhﬂ.l.‘lwll

thoss particular vesssls, what|

ships the British and ourselves
would send in place of them.

The President's statsment on

the Btalin question implied that

thers had been a previous mgres- |
ment between the three pawers)
that” Fussin was to get certain
apecific vessels or that Russia had
at least numed specifically the ves-
selg she wanted, |

Agresd llan;u Tehernn |

nvy dated from the Teheran
conferonce, Mr. Roossvelt replied|
thal it went back further, to the
Itnlian  mdrrender. Ttaly wurren-
dered to the United States, Britain

j2nd: Ruasia. i
; if there was to be a dis-

L of the ian Navy, the
FPresident repl that t]:hm
whar, lrl:ltnm.rmm'nln

ﬂnl.umrun

£ n h! Was uktd whether the
nt three-way split wis a tem-
Iy WAr measure. The Presl-
replied that it was and that
ard we nrl:ht do something

e

the Italian warships interned in

ris of the Balearic nds, the
ﬁuldint MI‘PHI that wWas ant
other matter, a Bpanish problem |
and that ere  abfl] 'r.-llun;
about it A rt of last
Septamber t meven Italian
warshipa tng held In

,endeavoring to obtain their release.

In detalling this explanation of
the flest division after n number
of questions indicated the matler
was not entirely clear, the Preai-
dent nhi:t lh];!t on the I‘;:hnﬁr of
Italy the Allles came Ento |28
slon of munitions, in mlﬁm:
ships, which wera divided roughly
on & one-third

The President it was Impos-
n.F. and replied. off-hand-| h:l sy w the Italian
old matter, iuu over th Fusaia wnu.'ld
t Pre-|be by Italian crews,
l.r.'belhg n d.er.em:mad by ﬂ:ul
g l“ task to they were assigned.

More 100 Italinn naval ves-
" sels reached Alliad hands after tha
Itnlinn armistice agreement of last
Septem including at least six
bartles sand efght eruisers.

New York Times,
L March 1944
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FROM: ThE PRESIDENT 3 anhCH 1944

T0 : THE PRIKE MINISTLR, .86
MAHSHAL STALIN, 031628 NCR 9464

In reply to insistent guestioning at & press con-
fe esnce today I stated that Italien merchant ships and war
ships are now being used in our war effort by the Allied
Mediterranean cormand snd that some of the Italian shivps
or substitutes therefor from the British and American
tonnige will be sllogated to the Sovist Navy to assist in

their reguirements for their war effort.

ROOSEVELT

e




EXTRACT

FROm: THE PRESIDENT
™ : THE PRILE #INISTER

NO : 485, 3 WaRCH 1944

Heferring to 595 « « + &

I hove Stalin's message of February 26th addressed
to both of us in regord to the losn of eight destroyers and
requesting that at least half of them be of a wodern type.
It would seem thut the destroyers you egreed to deliver
would be very useful to the Soviet Navy. I find them
highly efficlent for escort duty.

Can you suggest anything that would assist in making a

reply to U.J.'s message regerding the destroyars?

ROOGEVELT

031630 NCR 9465




4 SECRET ¢

T WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE  /,

February 29, 1944
PROM: AFHQ

TO: AGWAR for Combined Chiefs of Staff pass to
President and State Dept., (Britmen please
pass) USFOR for British Chiefs of Staff

8 to Prime Minister & Foreign Office
{aMss0 please pass
RPTD: ty (AMSSO pleass pass) Hqg MAAF

MOST SECRET

1HMMEDIATE

Signed Wilson cite FHCIC (57977W3915)

This 18 NAF 634, Reference NAF 612, 622, 624, and 628,

1. The situation has developed owing to king having express-
2d willingneas to accept a proposal forvurd by the
liberal political leader de Nicola ch is also acceptable
to Sforza and Oroce. This proposal is that the king should
appoint the Crown Prince Lieutenant of the realm, and himielf

thdrawv into m? life., An announcement to this effect
would be made ately but the proposal would only take
affect when Rome is reached. The Crown Prince would then
proceed to form a new government on a broad base.

2. The present situation is that neither the political
leaders nor the king will make any further move or con
negotistions until they have the views of the Allled Govern-
ments, Thelr position is that they have put forward their
respective proposals for a solution of the political (crisis?)
end they awalt guldance.

3. Meanwhile Allied Control Commission has been instructed
to avold converstations involving commitments as to future

poliey.
No Sig

Time of Origin 2911304

UM-IN-20393 (29 Feb 44)

SECRET COPY No.
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NOTE: FAP 628 1s CH-IN-14896 (21 Feb bi) CC/S
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FAF 522 is CM-IN-13297 (19 Feb L) cc/8
LAR 512 413 CM-YH-Eh25 (9 Feb Uh) CC/S

ACTION: CC/S  (Capt. Royal USH)

i NFORMATION: cPD
Gen Blsaall
den Arnold
Jan Hilldring
Adm King
¥hite House
Log

CM-IN-20393 (20 Feb 44) 22112 mic
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FROM: THE PRIME MINISTER
T0 : THE PRESIDENT
MO : 595, 29 FEBRUARY 1944

I have received from Ambassador Clark Kerr the two following
telegrams about Polanmd and the substitute Italian ships. They are
not very pleasant. I will cable you later about them.

Telegram about Poland beglns.

% B B

Second telegram begins:

1. ©Stalin assured me last mght that he was satisfied that tids
matter had been put right. He made a sort of gruff apolegy for having
had to keep me waiting explaining that he had been away.

2. He referred to his message to you of February 26th and pressed
strongly for the four modern destroyers he had asked you to let him
have. He cleimed that it should be within reach of the two leading
naval powers to find them.

3, 1In reply to a question from myself he sald thet in the North,
the Baltic and Black Sea, the Red fleet since the beglnning of the war {
had lost 32 destroyers including 3 Flotilla leaders. This represented

more than half its whole strength in these vessels. He sald that 1f

you wished it he would glve you full particulars.




FROM: PREMIER J. V. STALIN

T0 : PHESIDENT F. D. ROOSEVELT
PRIUE MINISTER W. 5. CHURCHILL

DATE: 26 FEBRUARY 1944

1 have recelved through Ambassador Harriman your two messages
of February 2/, and 25 regarding the Italian vessels. I have also
received your joint with Mr. Prime Minister message of February 7,
transmitted to me by the British Ambassador Kerr on .Fnbruu.r;r 2L,
Thank you and Mr. Prime Minister for the communication about your
decision to accomplish the trensference for temporary use to the
Soviet Unlon by Great Britain of 8 destroyers and 4 submarines, and
also & battleship and 20,000 tons of merchant vessels, and by the
United States of a cruiser and 20,000 tons of merchant vessels. Since
Mr. Kerr specially warned that all the destroyers are old, I have &
cartain fesr regerding the fighting gualities of these destroyers.
Meanwhile it seems to me, that for the British and American fleets
it will not present much difficulty to allot in the rumber of eight
destroyers at least half of them modern and not old ones, I still
hope thet you and Mr. Prime Minister will find it possible thut =mong
the destroyers being trensferred there be at least four modern ones.
In the issue of military operations on the part of Germany and Italy we
lost 2 considerable part of our destroyers. Therefore it is quite im-

portant for us to have at least a partial replacement of these losses.

SECRET
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SECRET 24 TEBRTARY 1944
PRICRITY

FROM: OPNAV

TO 1 ALUSNA, MOSCOW

FOR MARSHAL STALIN FROM THE PRESIDENT.
Referring to my message of 23 February 1944, I have had a reply
from the Prime Minister, and our understanding as expressed to you

is now confirmed.

ROOSEVELT




‘ &
23 February 1944

From:  London
For: The President of the United States
Number 590 filed 2323002
Prime Minister to President Roosevelt. Fersonal
and most secret. Number 590.

v Your 475, Delivery of our joint telegram to Stalin
about the ships was delayed by the absence of Stalin from
Moscow, it being hoped that the personal delivery of this
inflormation by the Ambassador would possibly evoke some
expression of pleasure from the Fotentate, which would
cheer our way. However, I yesterday told Clark EKerr to
hand it in. I em sorry there should have been ndma delay,
he was expected back every day.

I am very glad to have your telegram about Spain.

No 3ig

Copy
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SECRET 23 FEBRUARY 1944

FROW: OFPNaV
T0 : ~LUSNa, LONDON

NUMBER 475, SECReT WD PERoONAL, FROw THE PRESIDENT rOR
THE FOHMEeR maVAl PERSON.

Reference your 565 and 567.

The following message from Stelin and my reply thereto
are guoted for your informetlon:

<UOTE, STALIN to HOOGEVELT, I heve received your mes-
sage of Februery 18. Thank you for the informatlon.

It, however, does not exhaust the question since there 1s
nothing mentioned in it about the Anglo-fmerican destroyers and
submarines instead of Itelian ones (8 destroyers, 4 submarines),
as it was mgreed upon at Teheran. I hope to recelve a speedy
reply regarding these questions, touched in my communketion of
Jenuary 29th. UNJUOTE,

QUOTE, ROUSEVELT to oSTALIN, I have recelved your message
of February 21 regarding the loen of anglo-American ships to the
Soviet Navy.

It wes my understanding that Great Britaln would provide the

T ——e i

one battleship, the eight destroyers gnd the four subtmerines. I

have telegraphed to Prime Minlster Churchill in regerd to this

and will let you know when I hear from him. Un4UOTE,

ROOSEVELT.
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SECRE 24 FEBRUARY 1944
FROM: OPNAV

T0 : ALUSNA, MOSCOW

NO : 231559 NCR 7950

MARSHAL STALIN FROM THE PRESIDENT

I have received your message of February 21 regerding the
loan of Anglo=-Americen ships to the Soviet Havy.

It was my understanding that Great Britalm would provide
the one battleship, the eight destroyers and the four submarines.
I have telegraphed to Prime Minister Churchill in regerd to this

and will let you know when I hear from him.

ROOSEVELT
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SsCRET 21 FEBHUARY 1944

FROW: MARSHAL STALIN
TO : THE PRESIDENT

I nave received your message of February 18. Thank
you for the information.

It, however, does not exhaust the guestlon, since
there is nothing mentioned in it about the Anglo-American
destroyers and submarines instead of Itellen mes ({8 des-
troyers, 4 submarines), as 1t was agreed upon at Teheran.

I hope to receive a speedy reply regarding these guestlons,

touched in my communication of January 29th.

ORIGINAL filed "PRESIDENT-STALIN" folder.
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17 FEBRUARY 1944
PRIO

FROM: OPNAV

TO : ALUSNA, MOSCOW

PERSOMAL AND SECRFT. FROM THE PRESIDENT FOR MARSHAL STALIN.

Replying to your message of Jamary 29, I am plessed to inform
you thet the following United States ships are available for temporary
use by the Naval Command of the U.S.5.F. until adequate Italian tonnage
to replace them can be placed at the disposal of the Soviet Union.

The merchant ship (10,000 tons) "HARRY PERCY," now at Glasgow.

The merchant ship "JOHN GORRIE" (10,000 tons), now at Liver-

pool.
The cruiser ™ILWAUKEE" will arrive in some port in the United

Kingdom Mareh B.
ROOSEVELT

I\ COPY




SECRET 17 FEBRUARY 1944
PRIORITY
FROM: OPNAV
TO : ALUSHA, LONDON

NUMEER 470, PFRSOMAL AND SECHET, FROW THE PRESIDENT FOR THE
FORMER NAVAL PERSON.

I hove today sent the following quoted message to Uncle Joe:

GQUOTE. Replying to your message of Jemuery 29, I am pleased
to inform you that the following United States ships are available
for temporary use by the Naval Commard of the U.5.5,F. until
adequate Italian tonnage te replace them can be placed at the
disposal of the Soviet Urdon.

The merchant shidp (10,000 tons) "HARRY PERCY," now at
Glasgow.

The merchant ship "JOHN GORRIE" (10,000 tons), now at Liver-
pool.

The eruiger "MILWAUEFE" will arrive in some port in the

United Kingdom March 8. UNGUOTE.

ROOSEVELT

SEGRET

CoPY
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IMMEDIATELY UPON ARRIVAL MILWAUKEE HAVE CAPTAIN INFORMED
ORALLY OF SENSE OF MYDIS 11195¢) TOGETHER WITH POSSIBILITY
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Mo, 1 ADMIRAL Ma. 1 FILE Ma. 1 F-l OR CHARTROOM. Mo, 4 SPECIAL

SEALED SECRET

Maks original only. Deliver to communilcation watch officer in person. (See Art. 76 (4) NAVREGS.)
WCR 18 G-l W L STTITESENT FRINTEEA SETMET

e




16 February 1944

Admirsl Leshy informed by telephone from Rear Admiral Land
that the HARRY PEACY, 10,000 tons, is available in Glasgow and

the JOHN GORRIE, 10,000 tons, in Liverpool.

e SECRET

DECLASSIFI
E. O. 12358,
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UNITED STATES FLEET
Headquarters of the Commander in Chief
Nevy Department, Washingteon, D. C.

FFl/al4-3

Serial: O0O0LLS

SECRET - SECURITY 11 FEB 1944

MFMORANDUM FOR ADMTSAL LEAHY:

U.5.5. MILWMAUKEE is designated for temporary use of the
Naval Command of the U.5.5.R.

In anticipation of the directive contained in your
memorandum of February 10, MILWAUKEE was ordered from the South
Atlantic, departed Bahia 8 February to arrive New York about 21
February. Six days will be allowed for voyage repairs at New
York. MILWAUKEE will be sailed to a United Kingdom port in company
with convoy UT-9, departing MNew York 27 February arriving United
Kingdom 8 March.

Jef E. J. King

Admiral, U.S. Navy

SECRET
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February 10, 1944

NFMORANDUM FOR

Admiral King:

The President desires that one light cruiser be
dispatched without delay to a port in the United Kingdom for
temporary use of the Naval Command of the U.S5.5.RH.

Please inform me as to the name of the cruiser
and the date of its arrival in the United Kingdom in order

that the Soviet Govermment may be informed by telegram.

/8/ WILLIAM D. LEAHY

SECRET



February 10, 1944

AEMORANDUM FOR

Admirdstrator of War Shipping
Administration

The President desires that 20,000 tons of merchant
shipping be made available at the earliest practicable date in
a port or ports of the United Kingdom for temporary use by the
Naval Command of the U.S5.5.R. until such time as an equivalent
tonnage of Itallan merchant shipping can be made available.

Please inform me as to the names and mumber of the
ships, the ports in which they will be made available to the
U.5.5.R., and the time that they will be available in order

thet the Soviet authorities may be informed by telegraph.

/8/ WILLIAM D, LEAHY

COPY SEGHET




SECRET 9 FEBRUARY 1544

FROM: OPNAV
TO ¢ ALUSNA, LOWDON

NUMBER 462, PERSONAL AND SECRET, FOR THE FORMER NAVAL PERSON FROM
THE PRESIDENT.

Your 672 is acknowledged. I will be vory much interested in
Unels J's reply and I hope it will quiet the growl on this subject

for some time.

ROOSEVELT

COPY for "MR 450 ITALY (2)
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FROM: THE PRESIDENT AND THE PRIME MINISTER
T0O : MARSHALL STALIN

LATE: 7 FEERUARY 1944

The receipt is acknowledged of your message in regard to handing
over Italian shipping to the Soviet.

It is our intention to carry out the trensfer agreed to at Teheran
at the ezrliest date practicsble without hazarding the success of
ANVIL and OVEHLORD which operasticns we all agree should be given first
priority in our common effort to defeat Germany at the earliest pos-
gible date.

There is no thought of not carrying through the transfers agreed
at Teheran. The British battleship and the American cruiser can be
made svailable without any delay, and an effort will be made at once
to make available from the British Mavy the eight destroyers. Four
submarines will also be provided temporarily by Great Britain.

I am convinced that disaffecting the Italian Navy at this time
would be what you have so aptly termed an unnecessary diversion and that

it would adversely affect the prospects of our success in France.

ROOSEVELT. CHURCHILL

The above messege to STALIN, signed Jointly by the PRESIDENT
and the PRIME MINISTER, was dispatched from London to Koscow
on 7 February 1944, through British communication channels.

SECRET
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From: Military Attache London

To: The President of the United States

#*

No. 572 Filed 07/23152

Prime Minister to President personal and most

secret. Number 5T2.

Many thanks for your numba'.r- I have dis-
patched the message to U. J.

No Sig

e
Mta..u,‘rwm 567

A asiney To VT daadl
mehm*u#-
%Wv’b U T ferepfnnte
U fropoeal,
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SECRET 7 FEBRUARY 1844
OP PRICRITY

FROM; OFNAV
T0 : ALUSNA, LONDON

PERSCNAL AND SECRET. NUMBER 458, FROM THE PRESIDENT FOR THE
FORMER MAVAL PERSON.
YOUR 567 MEETS WITH MY APPROVAL, TUPCN RECEIPT OF UNCLE JOE'S

ACCEPTANCE OF THE PROPOSAL I WILL SEND THE CRUISER T0 U.K.

ROOSEVELT

COPY for "450 ITALY"




COPY

From: Military Attache London
To : The President of the United States

g

56?, 5 Februery 194L4.

PRIME MINISTER TO PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT. PERSOMAL AND MOST
SECRET. MNUMBER 567.

Tour 456. Although we have a perfect right I still shrirnk
from taking the four Italian submarines as it would seem to raise
the whole issue we have been trying to aveid for such & amall return.
I will therefore provide four of ours to bridge the gap till we can
take the Italians'. They are modern vessels and we shall want them
later on against Japan. For the next six months we can spare them.
I will therefore send on your telegram with the following amendments:

About the 80th word for "Discussed" say "Agreed", and about
35 words further on insert "Four submerines »ill also be provided
temporerily by Great Eritain." On receipt of your OK I will dispatch

signed "Hoosevelt. Churchill.®

SECRET



SECRET 4 FEBRUARY 1944

FROM: OPNAV
T0 1 ALUSNA, LONDOW

NUMBER 468. PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM THE PRESIDENT FOR THE
FORMER NAVAL PERSON,

Referring to your 562 and 566 4t is suggested that our reply to
Usds ghould be in effect as follows:

"The receipt is acknowledged of your message in regard
to handing over Italian shipping to the Soviet,

"It is our intention to carry out the transfar agresd
to at Teheran at the sarliest date practicable without harard-
ing the success of ANVIL and OVERLORD whish operations we
all agree should be given first priority in ocur common
effort to defeat Germany at the sarliest possibls date.

"There is no thought of not earrying through the trans-
fers discussed at Teheran. The British battleship and the
American cruiser can be made available without any delay,
and en effort will be made at onoe to make available frem
the British Navy the eight destroyers. Four submarines
will be teken from Italy.

"I am convinced that disaffecting the Italian Navy at

this time would be what you have so aptly termed an unnec=

osssary diversion and that it would adversely affect the

prospects of our success in France."

If we sent to U.J. a messape similar to the above, it will in-
volve making aveilable the battleship and cruiser at once, sending
the merchant shipping to him without avoidable delay, and teking from
Italy four submerines from those now in our possession which 1 beliewvs
number about thirty.

Under the conditions existing at present and prior to & success

in landing OVERLORD and ANVIL I would prefer that the U.X. find the

COPY for "4B60 ITALY (2) Sec. 1"




CoPY

destroyers for this contributlion as so kindly offered in your 6656. I
need all of ours that can be made available for current and pending
operations in the Pacifile.

It sesms to me that, if this matter of joining with Britain and
the United States im providing Russia with needed ships should be
diplomatically presented, the Italian Government could offer no valid
objeotion to taking part in the common effort by the provision of
four submarines at this time; or it might be best %o simply direct the
Allied Commander in the Mediterranean, Wilsom, to send four Italian
submerines in tow to & port in U,K, without making any explanation to
the Italians of thelr future use.

Please let me have your reaction to these suggestions and your

druft of a proposed reply to U.J.'s growl.

ROOQSEVELT
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FROM: AMEMBASSY LONDON
T0 -+ THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

NO 1 565, 3 FEBRUARY 1944,

PRIME MINISTER TO PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT, FERSONAL AND MOST SECRET,

1. Further to my 562. We could revert to the ides of asking the
Eing and Badoglio to hand us over 8 destroyers and 4 submarines for
transfer to the Russians, This might easily cause a mutiny in the
Itallan Fleet at the present very dangerous time. I am told that the
Ttalian Favy is already worried by the attacks that are made on the
government they have hitherto obeyed. I should think it quite likely
that Badoglio would throw in his hand rathsr than agree to this demand,
As he is so often being told that he is to be kicked out a8 800D a8 we
got to Rome, he does not seem to have much to loss. There are only 7
Italian destroyers in the wholes Italian Navy and these are all being
used in the heavy operations now in progress in the Mediterranean.

2+ In these circumstances his Yajesty's Government is preparsd to
find & destroyers for loan to the Russians pending delivery of the
Itelian vessels. These will of course bs sld destroyers, most of them,
those that we got from you in 1941, They are howsver serviceable and
will steam and fight. The Fussians will not use them in the same con=
tinucue sea service as we are mooustomed to mainteln. They will pro=
tably lie in harbour in Northern Fuseian Ports, Here they will be awail=
able feor training the orews which can man the Italian destroyers when
thess are handed over and have been fitted for Aretie work:. In view of

the ungracicus tone of Stalin's reply and evident Soviet refusal to try



to understadd our position which was so patiently and considerately
explained, I have little doubt that they will reproach us upon the
quality of these vessels. It is however the best we can da.

3+ It will be more difficult for us to find 4 0ld submarines,
and we cannot spare any of the new ones which are in constant aetion.
We should be glad therefore if you oould supply these on loan until we
oan get the Italian craft,

4. Let me lmow how you feel about all this, and I will then

submit to you a draft from us both to Umole Joe.

FRINE




FROMy AMEMBASSY LONDON
TO 1+ THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

WO 1 662, 1 February 1944.

PRIME MINISTER TO PRESIDENT. PERSONAL AND SECRET.

The following has just arrived from U.J, and as I do not kmow
whether you have a separate copy I repeat it to you with the followlng
comment: "What can you expect from a bear but a growli”

"From Premier Stalin to Prime Minister and President
Hoosevelt. Personal and secret.

"] received on the 2ird Jamuary both your joint messages,
signed by you Mr. Prime Minister, and you, Mr. Fresident, re-
garding the question of the handing over of Itelian shipping
for the use of the Soviet Union.

"] must say that, after your joint affirmative reply at
Tehran to the question whieh I raised of the handing ever to
the Soviet Uniom of Itaelian shipping by the end of January 1944.
I considered this question settled and the thought mever en-
tered my mind of the possibility of any kind of reconsideration
of this decision which was taken and agreed between the three
of us. All the more so since, as we agresd at the time, this
question was to be completely settled with the Italians. Now I
gee that this is not so end that nothing has ever been menticned
to the Italians on the subject.

"In order however not to complieate this question, which
is of such great importance for our common struggle against
Germany, the Soviet Government is prepared to mocept your pro-
posal regarding the despatch from British Ports to the USSR of
the Battleship Royal Sovereign and one cruiser, end regarding
the temporary use of these vessels by the Haval High Command of
the USSR until such time as the appropridte Italien shipping ie
made available to the Soviet Union. Eimilarly we shall be pre=
pared to mccept from the USA and Great Eriteinm 20,000 tons of
merchant shipping which will alsc be used by us until such time
as & similar tonnege of Italian shipping is handed over to us.
It is important that there should be mo delays now regerding the
matter and that all the shipping indiceted should be handed over
to us during the month of February.

"In your reply however there is no mention of the handing over
to the Soviet Union of 8 Italien destroyers and 4 submarines, to

C.I"- ":!r'
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the handing over of which to the Soviet Union at the end

of January you, Mr. Prime Minister, and you, Mr. President,
agreed in Teheran. MNeanwhile, for the Soviet Union this
very questiom, the question of destroyers and submarines,
without which the handing over of one bettleship and cne
eruiser has no limiﬁiumco. is of cupital importance. You
understand yourselves that a oruiser end a battleship are
powmerless without escorting destroyers. ©Since the whole of
Italy's fleet is under your comtrol, to carry out ths de-
eision which was taken at Teheran to hand over for the use
of the Soviet Union 8 destroyers and 4 submarines cut of that
fleet should present no difficulties. I am agreeable (liter-
ally "I agree™) that, instead of Italian destroyers and sub=
marines, & similar pumber of American or Britieh destroyers
and submarines should be handed over to the Soviet Unicm for
our use, Moreover, the guestlon of the handing over of
destroyers and submarines cannot be postponed, but must be
settled at cne and the same time with the handing over of the
battleship and crulser, as was definitely agreed between us
at Teheran,"

FRIME.
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FROM: THE PRESIDENT AND THE PRINE MINISTER
TO : MARSHAL STALIN

DATE: 23 JANUARY 19LL

With regard to the handing over to the Soviets of Italian shipping
asked for by the Soviet Govermment at the Moscow Conference and agreed
to with you by us both st Teheran, we have received a memorandun by
the Combined Chiefs of Staff contained in our immediately following
telegram. For the reasons set out in this memorandum we think it
would be dangerous to our triple interests actually to carry out any
transfer or to say anything about it to the Italians until their co-
operation is no longer of operational inportence.

Nevertheless, if after full consideration you desire us to
proceed, we will make a secret approach to Badoglioc with a view to
concluding the necessary arrangements without their beooming generally
known to Italian Navel Forces. If in this way agreement could be
reached, such errangements with Italian Naval authorities as were
necessary could be left to him. These arrangements would have to be
on the lines that Italian ships selected should be sailed to suitable
Allied port where they would be collected by Russian crews who would
sail into Russian rorthern ports which are the only ones now open where
any refitting necessary would be undertaken.

We are, however, very conscious of dangers of above course for the

reasons we have laid before you and we have, therefore, decided to

propose the following alternative, which, from the military point of

SECRET

-] -

view, has many advantages.




PRFSIDENT/PRIMF MINISTFER--STALIN,
23 JANUARY 1944.

The British battleship, ROYAL SOVEREIGN, has recently completed
refitting in the U.5.A. She is fitted with radar for all types of
armement. The United States will make one Hdght eruiser available at
approximately the same time,

His Majesty's Goverrment and the United States are willing for
their party that these vessels should be taken over =t British ports by
Soviet crews and sailed to North Russian ports. You could then make
such alterations as you find neceasary for Arctic conditions.

These vessels would be temporari ly transferred on loan to the
Soviet and would fly the Soviet flsg until vithout prejudice to
military operations the Italian vezsels can be made available,

His Majesty's Govermment and the United States will each Arrange
to provide 20,000 tons of merchent shipping to be available s so0n &s
practicable end until the Italian merchant shins can be obtained without
prejudice to projected essentizl operations OVERLORD-ANVIL.

This alternative has the advantage that the Soviet Govermment would
obtain the use of vessels at a very much earlier date than if they all
had to be refitted and rendered suituble for northern witers. Thus if
our efforts should take a favorable turn with Turks and the Struits
become open these vessels would be ready to operate in the Black Sea.

Wie hope you will very carefully consider this alternstive which we think
is in every way superior to first proposal.

ROOSEVELT. CHURCHILL
The sbove message to STALIN, signed Jointly by the PRESIDENT and the

PRIVF MINISTER, was dispatched frem London to Moscow on 23 Jamary 1944,
through British communiecation channels.

SECRET
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FROM: THE PRESIDENT AND THF PRIME MINISTER

MARSHAL ETALIN

3

DATE: 23 JANUARY 1944

Our Combined Chiefs of Staff have made the following positive
recommendstion with supporting data:

(a) The present time is inopportune for effecting the transfer
of captured Itazlian ships because of pending Allied operations.

(b) To enforce the transfer at this time would remove needed
Italian resources now employed in current operations, would interfere
with assistance now being given by Italian repair facilities, might
cause the scuttling of Itzlisn war ships, and result in loss of
Italian cooperation thus jeopardizing OVERLORD and ANVIL.

(e) At the earliest moment permitted by operations the im-

plementation of the delivery of Itzlian vessels may proceed.

ROOSEVELT. CHURCHILL.

The :bove message to STALIN, signed jointly by the PRESIDENT &nd the
PRIME MINISTER, was dispatched from London to Moscow on 23 January 1944,
through British communication channels.

SEGRET
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23 January 1944

Fromi N. A. London
T The President of thes United States
Humber 551 Filed 23/00552

Primes Minister to President Rocsevelt personal and
most seoret No. 551.

I thank you so much for your No. #47. I have dis-
patohed joint messages tonight and Harriman is being
ll.fﬂﬂd.

(/m?.;zmm"»?ﬁ ?uﬂ*:“f? a M W No B8ig
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From: Opnav 22 January 1544
Te 1 Alusna, London

NUMEER 447, PERSONAL AND SECKET, FROM THE PRESIDENT FOR THE
FORMER NAVAL PERSON.

Your BBC. 1 agree to your suggestion that the following para-
graph in my 444 be omitted from your message to U.J,

QUCTE. An effort will be made at once to make nvailabls from
the surrendored Italien war ships elght destroyers and four sub-
marines to be taken over by the Soviet as soon ms they can be mads
avallable under conditions stated above for the British and U, §,
ships. UNQUOTE.

Flease let me know when your mossage is sent and msk your
Ambassedor to inform Harrimen.

ROOSEVELT

Above message drafted by Admiral Leahy; sent to

the Fresident at Eyde Park at 22/1400Z as WHITE

1; approved by President at 22/1443Z in his

BLACK 1; sent to PM at 22/1500Z, (221528 NCR 2741).
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. 2l January 1944

From; London
For: The President of the United States
Number 550 Filed 2117542

_ Prime Minister to frnliﬂ'nt Roosevelt.. Personal
and most secret., Number 550, Your numbers 444 and’ 445,

1. T deprecate the inclusion in the second of the
-;tuingtitn: Ve are putting before U.J. of an offer to ob-
taln at once eight Italian destroyers and four Italian
submarines. My idea in suggesting that Royal Sovereign
and a cruiser should be offered was to avoid any immediate
approach to the Italisns and thus escape the dangers stressed
by the Combined Chiefs of Staff. We fear that the second
alternative as formulated in your draft may give us the worst
of both worlds,

2. I, therefore, hope you will sgree to the omission
from the message of the following passage in your draft:

"An effort will be made at once to make available
from the surrendered Italian war ships eight destroyers and
four submarines to be teken over by the Soviet as soon as
they can be made available under conditions stated above for
the British and U S ships."

SEGRE]



SECRET

For: The President of the United States FPage 2
Number 550 Filed 2117542

Let me know if I may despatch the message as amended
and the accompanying telegram on behalf of us both. The
British Ambassador in Moscow has just been reminded by the
soviet Commissariat of Foreign Affairs that the delivery
date is February lst.

s 3. IT];- eight destroyers could not be found from
British resources since all the ships in Halifax gnd Bermuda
are nov manned and we expect to man every ship completing
according to programme snd will assuredly need them all to
meet our huge commitments for "OVERLORD" end the battle of

the Atlantic.

No 8ig
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SECRET 19 Januery 1944

FROM: The President
TO 1+ The Prime Minister

Your B45. 1If you are in agresment with my 444 it is suggested
that "our immedistely following telagram® referred to therein be as
follows

"Our Combined Chiefs of Staff have made the following
positive recommendation with supporting data:

"(a) The present time is incpportune for effecting the
transfer of captured Ttalisn ships because of ponding Allied
operaticns.

"(b) To enforce the transfer at this time would remove
needed Italian resources now employed in current operaticns,
would interfere with assistance now being given by Italien
repair facilities, might cause the scuttling of Italisn war
shipa, and result in lozs of Italian cooperation thus jecpar-
diring OVERLORD and ANVIL.

"(e) At the earliest moment permitted by cperations the

implementation of the delivery of Italian vessels may proceed."”

ROOSEVELT



SECRET 18 January 1944
FRIGRITY

Fromg The Fresident
Toe 1 The Prime Minister

Ho 1 444,

Replying to your Ne. 545, I propose the following message to Uncle
Joag

"With regard to the handing over to the Soviets of
Ttalisn shipping asked for by the Soviet Goverament at the Moscow
ponferance and agreed to with you by us both at Teheran we have rec-
alved a memorandum by the Combined Chiefs of Staff contained in
our immediately following telegram. For the reasons set ocut in
this memorandum we think it would be dengercus to our triple
interests sctually to carry out any transfer or to say anything
about it to the Italians until their coopsration is no longer of
gperational importance.

"Havertheleas, if after full consideration you desire us to
proceed, we will make a secret approach to Badoglic with a view to
concluding the necessary arrangements without their becoming
generally known to Italien Naval Forees. If in this way agreement
could be reached, such arrangements with Italian Naval authorities
&5 wers necessary could be left to him. These arrangements would
have to be on the lines that Italian ships selescted should be
gailed to suiteble Allied port where they would be collected by
Russian erews who would sail inte Fussian northern ports which are

the only ones now open where sny refitting necessary would be

ok I

COPY




undartaken.

"We are, however, very ccnscious of dengers of above course
for the reasons we hawe laid before you and we have, tharafore,
decided to proposs the following alternative, which, from the military
point of view, has many adventages.

"The Eritish battleship, RUYAL SOVERFIGN, has recently completed
refitting in the U.S.A. She is fitted with Fadar for all types
of armament. The United States will make one light cruiser avail=-
able at approximately the same time.

"His Majesty's Government and the United States are willing for
their part that these vessels should be taken over at Eritish
ports by Soviet crews and sailed to Nerth Fussien ports. You
could then make such alterations as you find necessary for Arctic
conditions.

"rhese vessels would be temporarily transferred on loan to the
Soviet and would fly the Soviet flaz until without prejudice to
military operations the Italien vessels can be made availeble.

"His Majesty's Government and the United States will sach
arrange to provide 20,000 tons of merchant shipping to be available
as soon &s practicable and until the Itelian merchant ships can be
ebtained without prejudice to projected essential operatliona
OVERLORD - ANVIL.

"an effort will be made at once to make available from the
surrendered Italian war ships 8 destroyers end 4 submarines to be

taken over by the Soviet as scon ae they can be made available

under conditions stated above for the British and U. S. ships.

COPY
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"This alternative hes the advantage that the Soviet Government
would obtein the use of vessels at & very much earlier date than if
they all had to be refitted and rendered suitable fer northern
waters. Thus if our efforts should take & fevorable turn with Turks
and the Straits become open these vessels would be ready to operate
in the Eleck Sea. We hope you will very ecerefully consider this
alternstive which we think is in every way superior to first propossl.”
It is my opinicn that the Italimn Goverauwert and the Italian Navy
might not sericusly object to jolning with us in providing the Soviet with
ships "needed" in the war effort.

If we cannot get this contribution by Italy to the common effort an
alternative iz suggested as follows:

"The Eritish Navy furnish 8 destroyer escorts from the 0.5,
producticn which vessels are now in Halifax or Bermuda walting for
crows, "

I do not knmow where we can get eny sutmerines except from Italy, or
poselibly from the French Committee of Liberation.

It would seem that even & beginning of the delivery of ships to
Fussia in the near future as suggested above would meet the Soviet request

for early action on their Teheran understanding of this problem.

ROOSEVELT




The messege to the Prime Minister
proposed in the attached memorandum for
the President from the Joint Chiefs of

Staff was revised by Admiral Leahy who

prepared #444 POTUS-FPK in its stead.




_ 18 January 1944

- MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Subjects Assignment of ships surrendsred to the Allles.

1, In paragraph IV of the message from the Prime Minister it
is proposed that the United States and United Kingdom offer as an
alternative to the assignment of Italian ships to the Russians the leoas-
ing of certain U.S. and British combatant and merchant ships. The total
pumbers involved are one battleship, one crulser, eight destroyers, four
gubmarines, and 40,000 tons of shipping. The Prime Minister proposes
that the British might furnish one battleship, one cruiser, and perhaps
one-half of the shipping. He hopes the United States will find it pos-
sible to furnish the eruiser, all the destroyers, and 2ll the shipping.
¥o mention is made of the submarines.

2. The President hes indicuted that every practicable effort
be made to spars from our naval forces one battleship, cne or Cwo
pruisers, soms destroyers and destroyer escorts, and some mercheant ships
to match the Eritish offer. He has also indicated that the naval ships
of fered should be of the seme vintage as the Italian ships that are
avallabl e.

3. The 1.5, sould without sericus effect on prospective cper-
ations spars ome battleship of the NEW YCORK or ARKANSAS Class, one or
two crulsers of the CONCORD Class, and 20,000 tons of shipping. Any loss
of destroysrs or destroyer escorts would have material effect on planned

operations as we reguire for operatioms in the Pacific, for ANVIL and

DECLASSIFIED

— JCS memo, l-4-T4
By RHF, KLR, Date MAY 2 1974
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OVERLORD, all the modern destroyers which we can muster. To get the
required numbers it is necessery to substitute all our svailable DE's
in the anti-submarine forees in tha Atlantie.

4. As to the matehing the Italian vintage, the NEW YORE or
ARKANSAS are spproximately of the age of the ANDREA DORIA Class. To
match the Ttalian class would require a NCRTH CAROLINA. The Italien
cruisers wnich date frem 1831 to 1541 would require cruisers of the
INDIANAPOLIS class or later. The CONCORD class is probably a better
ship for Russlian purposes than the Italian shipa.

G The following alternatives %c the Prime Minister's proposal
ars reccrmendad;

(o) That the U.5, lease one cruiser of the CONCORD class,
and 20,000 tons of shipping. That the Fritish furnish cne battle-
ship of the ROYAL SOVEREIGN Cless, half the merchant shipping,
and eight destroyer escorts from U.5. production for which they
have found difficulty in providing crews and which are now in
Halifax or Bermuda.,

(b) As an elternative to (a), that inasmuch as the Itallans
are cobelligerents, they furnish destroyers and submarines, while
the British furnish the battleship and one-half the shipping, and
the U.5. the eruiser and half the shipping.

B The Joint Chiefs of Staff propose the following despatch to

the Prime Minister. DECLASSIFIED

C8 memo, l-4-74

By RHP, NLR, Date MAY 2 1974
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/ MESSAGE TO THE PRIME MINISTER

RELATIVE TO YOUR WHILE IT WILI BE POSSIBLE
FOR THE UNITED STATES TO FURNISH ONE BATTLESHIP OF THE ARKANSAS OR
NEW YORK CLASS, ONE CRUISER OF TEE rONCORD CLASS, AND TWENTY THOUSAND
TOKS OF MERCHANT SHIFFING, NO U.S. DESTROYERS 0N DESTROYER ESCORTS
CAN BE FURNISHED WITEOUT FREJUDICE TO PLANNED OPERATIONS. 1 SUGGEST
IT MAY BE PRACTICABLE FOR YOU TD RELEASE CERTAIN ERITISH DE'S WHICH
HAVE BEEN BUILT IN THIS COUNTEY AND FOR WHICH YOU HAVE WOT HAD AVAILABLE
CREWS. I SUGGEST AS AN ALTERNATIVE TO THE FOREGUINZ THAT, IKASMUCH
AS THE ITALIANS ARE WOW COBELLIGERENTS WITH US, WE HMAKE THEM FURNISH
THE DESTROYERS AND TORPEDO POATS, WHILE TRE U.S5. AND U.K. FURNISH THE
BATTLESHIP, CRUISER, AND SHIFPING., WITH NAVAL SHIPS GOING FROL THE
THREE HATIONS TO RUSSIA FOR THE FUFPOSE OF EETTER PROSECUTION OF THE
WAR THE ADVERSE EFFECT ON ITALIAN PSYCFCLOGY OF TAKING ITALIAN SHIPS

ALONE WOULD BE QBVIATED.

NOT Lolew E———




SECHET 17 Jamary 1944
PRIORITY
From: Opnav
¢ t Alusna, Moscow

PERSOMAL AND SFCRET FROM THE PRESIDENT TO AMBASSADOR HARRIMAN.

Replying to your message 160711 matter of Italian ships is
still under considerstion with the British.

I hope to have something on this subject within the next few

days.

ROOSEVELT

Released from the White House Map Hoom
at 1125, EWT, 17 January 194L.
Y
gl . LW
GEORGE M. FLSFY

Lieutenant, U.S.H.R.
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THE WHITE III-IIZ:IIJSI f;{&/}ﬂlfky

WASHINGTON .l"'

Januaryrel®, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR
ADMIRAL LEAHY

5
FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND

Wi
THEN GIVE TO WILSON BROWN TO F[LE.\

DECLASSIFII
E. O. 12358, ¢
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160714 NCR 6246 1
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ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AND TIME DATE TIME BT 21
O DSTQOING DISPATCHES PLEASE LEAVE ABOUT ONE INCH CLEAR SPACE NCFOAE ALGINNING TEXT == 2;

2

24

25

24

MOLOTOF ASKED ME TO COME TO SEE HIM THIS EVENING. .

HIS FORST QUESTION WAS WHETHER | HAD ANY INFORMAT[ON e
REGARDING THE ITALIAN SHIPS AS THE END OF JANUARY i
(THE DATE AGREED ON AT TEHERAN FOR THEIR DEL IVERY) i

WAS APPROACHING. | EXPLAINED THAT | KNEW YOU WERE GIVING

THE MATTER CONSIDERATION IN CONSULTATION WITH THE %
PRIME MINISTER BUT | HAD NO OTHER INFORMAT (ON. o

IN COMPLIANCE WITH HIS REQUEST | AGREED TO CABLE =

YOU FOR INFORMAT ION, “

44
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Lendon . Page 2
The President of the United States
545 Filed 1611202

Government at the Moscow conference and agreed to
g -

with you by us both at Teheran we have received a

memorandum by the Combined Chiefs of Staff con-
tained 11: our 1-:11 Mlm For
the reasons lit nut 1n this memorandum we think 1t
y?uld be dqntnroua to our triple interests actuslly
to carry ocut any trlnare;w;; to say anything sbout
it to the Italians until thelr cocperation.is no
longer of operational importance,

2. Nevertheless, if after full consideration
you desire us tn proaaud wve will make a secret ap-
proach to Badngliu with a view to concluding the
necessary arrangements without thelir becoming gana-
rally known to Italian Naval Foreces. If in thiu
way agreement could be reached, such arrangements
with Italian Naval authnritiau AS Were necessary
could be left to him. These arrangements would have
to be on the lines that Italian ships selected
should be salled to suitable Allied port where they
would be collected by Russian crews who would sail
into Russlen northern ports which are the only nnaag

“ now open where any refitting necessary would be

undertaken. :;E]HIIE[

|CDPT . ”




SECRET

From: London ' - Page 3
For: President of the United States
Number 545 Filed 1611202

L

# II. W¥We are, however, very censcious of dangers of

atove course for the reason: we Have laid before you and

we have, therefore, decided to propose the rnl}uwing ulterf'f
native, wvhich, from the military point of view, has many
advantages,
1. The British battleship, Royal Eovaruigﬁ,
has recently completed refitting in the U.S.A. She
1s fitted with Radar for all types of armament.
Great Britain has alsc a crulser avallable, His

Ma jesty's Government are willing for thelr part
that these vaunoln';hculd be taken over durlng
February at British ports by Scviet crevs, and
sailed to North Russian parta:?”Ynu could then
make such alterations as you find necessary for
Arctic conditions, These vessels would be tem-
porﬁrily transferred on lun: to the Soviet
Government and would fly the Soviet Flag until,
without prujudige E? the military nparatiaqrtha
necessary transfer of Italian vessels could be ar-
ranged. '

III. This alternative has advantage that Soviet

- b
Government would cbtain the use of vesnnl:ygt a very much

SECRrr
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From: London SEMH - Page &

For: The President of the United States
Number 585 Filed 161120Z

earlier date than 1f they had to be refitted and rendered
suitable for northern waters .‘!ﬂ'l'hlll 1f even it should take
a fevourable turn vit%{Turka and the Straits become open
these vessels would be ready to operate if desired in the
Black Cea. We hope you will very carefully consider this
alternative which vewthink is in every way superior to
first proposal.

IV. The above message the line of which I venture
t’a./:uxgnt to you would be of course incomplete without a
statement of what the Uniﬁd States will do. If:'.for in-
stance, you could find the crulser instead of our having
to do so, we should be mliwad% We cannot do anything
ub-nut eight destroyers but perhaps you may be able to supply
this need, utﬁawina w;'mat gay we have absclutely not got
them until after OVEELORD end ANVIL. As to the forty thou-
sand tons of merchant shipping I should think that with your
great supply and vastly improved sinkings you might supply
these but we should be willing to share f1fty-fifty.

V. I hope, my dear friend, you will consider all
these possibilities and let me know how you feel. In my
opinion, Stalin will be moved in a rlvmbhuunnu by
this handsome proposal. At any rate, it shows our faith

and our goodwill. I doubt whether having this alternative

CCORET |
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From: London Fage 5
For: The Fresident of the United States
Number 545 Filed 1611202

before him he will press for the premature raising of
Italian problem but we shall have done the right thing.

No 3ig
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SECRET

9 January 1944
From: Londcn
For: The President of the United States
Number 5#3 : 0917052

Frime Minister to President Roosevelt. Persaonal
and most secret. Number 543, Your 437.

I entirely agree with you that we must not
break faith with Stalin about the ships, I have been
for a week in correspondence with Anthony on subject
and hope to submit a proposal to you for a Joint

communication from you and me in & day or two.

No 8ig
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SECRET ; January 1944

From: Opnav
Tos  Alusna, London

Personal and secret, Number 437. For the Former Havel Person from
the President.

As 1 told you in my 422, Harriman requested informetion on the action
we were taking to carry ocut our commitments to turn over Italian shipe to
the Soviet by 1 February so that he could diseuss the matter with
Eolotov 1f he were queried. I told him it was my intention to allooate
one-third of the captured Italian ships to the Soviet war effort begin-
ning 1 February as rapidly as they could be made available,

Harriman then reminded me that Stalin's request at Teheran was a
reiteration of the Soviet request originally made at Mosecow in Ootobar
(namely for one battleship, ome erulser, eight destroyers and four sub-
marines for North Russia and 40,000 tons displacement of merchant ship=
ping for the Black Ses) and that no mention was made at Mosoow or Tehersn
of the Russians' getting additicnal ships up to one-third of those cap=
tured. Aeccordingly Harrimen regarded my cable of December 21 as being
for his information and he has not discussed the question of one-third
with Molotov,

Harriman also emphasized the very great importance of fulfilling our
pledge to yield these ships. For us to fail or to demly would in his
epinion enly arouse suspioion in Stalin and in his asscciates as to the
firmness of other commitments made at Teheran.

On the other hand, the Chiefs of Staff have raised numerous objections

to the transfer based on probable effects that this course would have onm

v -1- tony
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pending operations. They fear & loss of Italian naval and military
cooperation, and the scuttling or sabotage of valuable ships which we
need for ANVIL and OVERLORD. They foresee no materiml benefit to the
fussian war effort at this time since the warships are presently gquite
unsuited fer Northern waters and the Elack Sea is closed to merchant
vessels.

The very wise provisions of the modified Cunningham Agreement give
the United Nations the right to make disposition of amy or all Itslian
ships as they may think fit. It is of importance that we shall acquire
and maintsin the confidemce of cur Ally and I feel that avery practicable
effort should be made to arrive at a solution whersby the Italian ships
requested by the Soviets be turned over toc them beginning about February
first.

Do you believe it wise to present to Uud. the possible effect on
OVESLORD==ANVIL as expressed by our Staffs, and suggest a delay inm assign=-
ing Italian ships to him untll after the launching of OVERLORD=--ANVIL.

1 am partioularly desircus of having an expression of your opinion in view
of the present British command of the Mediterranean theater and in order
that we may reach a complete mgreement as tc the action %o be taken. It is
patently impracticable for elther of us %o act singly in this matter, but

1 think you will agree that we must not go back on what we told U.J.

RCOSEVELT.

=8 COPY
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?EE?;;TT 8 Jamuary 1944
From: Opnav
To : MAlusna, Moscow
PERSONAL AND SECRET FROM THE PRESIDENT FOF HARRTMAN,
Referring to your message 301823 the matter of delivery
of Italian ships to the Soviet is under discussion with the
Prime Minister. Please take no action in the matter until you
recelve further advice,

ROJSEVELT

Heleased from the White House Map Room
at 1150, EWT, 8 January 1943

L. MATHEWSON,
Colonel, General Staff
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SECRET

WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE

PRIORITY

Froa: Alglers.
WAR

oz
fo. W-9339 £ Jenuary 1984,

Perscnal for Gensral Marshall signed Eisenhower
eite FEDCS. Reference your 5911 of 29 December,

Commander in Chiel Maditerranean statea that 1t is

difficult for bim to designate ships by nasme as the matter

is not one affecting only the Mediterranean theater and
requants that this matter be raferrsed to the Combined Chiefs
‘of Staff if so desired. Diserset snquiries are being

made neanvhile to ascertain vhich will be the most suitable
shipa It 15 however emphassized tbet at this moment to :
@ 850 far es to desigoatis partioular ships is highly [
undesirable if it can possibly be avoided aa the repercuse-
ions would be very serioun indeed if the Italiana weres to

beccume aware of the feet.
No S8ig.

5911 is CM-0UT-10698 (29 Dec 43)sGS
ACTICN: ©OC/S (Ceptain Royal USN)

INFOIMATION: OFD
Cof 8

CM-IN-2891 (5 Jan 4%) 1651Z med
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 4, 1544

MEMORANDUM FOR

H.L.H.
Does this need an answer?
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINCTON, D.C,

December 24th, 1943,

Dear Mr., President,

Mr. Eden has asked me to let you know
that the guestion of Italien ships for the Ruseiens,
which wus dealt with in your telegram No. 422 of
December 2lst to the Prime Minister, has been con-
sidered in London in the light of the telegram which
you sent to Mr. Harriman.

His Majesty's Government feel that there
are two very important points to be taken into
consideration. The first is that if the Italians
are informed too abruptly of our intention of turning
some of their ships over to the Russians, we will run
the risk not only of losing the co-operation which we
ere at present receiving from the Italian naval
authorities, including the use of Taranto Dockyards,
which is apparently vital, but perhaps also of ships
themselves which the Italians might scuttle. The
second point is that the ships are unsuitaeble for

Arctic/

The Honourable

Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United 8tates.
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Arctic conditions and their delivery to the Russians
through the Black Sea is dependent on the opening of
the Dardanelles. We obviously wish to avoid the
danger of being accused of bed faith if when February
let arrives it should prove impossible to hand any
Italian ships to the Russiens at all.

The British Chiefs of Staff, who asgree with
the foregoing, are communicating their views to the
United States Chiefs of Staff with a view to a
recommendation being made by the Combined Chiefs of
8taff to yourself and to the Prime Minister.

In the light of the above His Majesty's
Government feel that if Mr. Harrimean could avoid
saying anything at all to Molotov immediately, so
much the better, but if he is obliged to say something,
they hope that he will teke account of these pbintﬂ.
They suggest thet he might slso point out that the
best way for the Soviet Government to raise the guestion
would be through their member on the Advisory Council
for Italy. Our Chargé d'Affaires at Moscow has been

instructed to put these considerations urgently to

Mr. Harrimen and to inform him that we are explaeining
to/
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to you what we have done. Eden hopes that you will
approve His Majesty's Government's action.

There is a further point on which there
appears to be some uncertainty in London. According
to our record of whet was said at Tehran, it seems to
have been agreed there between yourself and the Prime
Minister to assign "a battleship and a cruiser" for
Soviet use "about the end of January", the title of
ownership to be decided upon after the surrender of
Germany. The suggestion mentioned in your telegram
to Mr. Harriman of handing over to the Russians a third
of surrendered Italian ships appeare to be a different
one. (The reguest which the Soviet Government made at
the Moscow Conference was for one battleship, one
cruiser, 8 destroyers, 4 submarines and 40,000 tons of
merchant shipping.)

Eden has not specifically asked me to put to
you the point contained in this last paragraph, but he
has put it to our Chargé d'Affaires in Moscow, who may
therefore be speaking to Harriman sabout it.

Believe me,
Dear Mr. Fresident,
Very seincerely yours,

-‘).é".’i’.»./r./_-{a >
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mow __ (HARRIMAN) ALUSNA uuacd;! P, ., 0P
el ; | FOR THE PRESIDENT | o
o 1 JANUARY 194?5 R
TOR CODEROOM 192511 g PRIDRITY
e U | HITONRELL _—
sninmssa sy VALENT IRE 5 DEFERRED

INDICATE BY ASTERISK ADDRESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY.

UMLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH MLEM&TTTEH WITH DEFERRED Hitmeﬁgag

DRIGIMATOR FILL IN DATE AND TIME < " DATE TIME i3 _ecT
o 1
PART £ 301814 NCR 671 Wk rf.(
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(FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM HARR!MAN)

YOUR 291729, THE MINUTES PREPARED BY BOHLEN RELATING TO
THE QUESTION OF THE ITALIAN SHIPS WILL BE FOUND BEGINNING
WITH THE 2ND PARAGRAPH OF THE MINUTES OF THE & PM MEETING
L DECEMBER. THESE MINUTES ARE AS FOLLONS "WR MOLOTOV )N=
QUIRED WHETHER IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE TO OBTAIN ANY ANSHER ON
THE SOVIET UNIONS REQUEST FOR ITALIAN SHIPS. THE PRESIDENT
REPLIED HIS POSITION ON THIS QUESTION WAS VERY CLEAR THAT THE
ALLIES HAD RECEIVED A LARGE uuﬁasﬂ OF ITALIAN MERCHANT SHIPS
| AND A LESSER NUMSER OF WARSHIPS AND THAT HE FELT THEY SHOULD
BE USED BY OUR 3 NATIONS IN THE COMMON CAUSE UNTIL THE END
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ORIGIMATOR FILL IN DATE AND TIME DATE TIME acT
TET

OF THE WAR WHEN THE DIVISION BASED ON TITLE AND POSSESSION
MIGHT BE MADE. MR MOLOTOV ANSWERED THAT THE SOVIET UNION
WOULD USE THESE SHIPS DURING THE WAR IN THE COMMON WAR EFFCRT
AND AFTER THE WAR THE QUESTION OF POSSESSION COULD BE DiS-
CUSSED. THE PRIME MINISTER ASKED WHERE THE SOVIET UNION
WOULD LIKE TO HAVE THESE SHIPS DEL IVERED. MARSHAL STALIN
REPLIED IN THE BLACK SEA IF TURKEY ENTERED THE WAR. [IF NOT
TO THE NORTHERN PORTS. THE PRIME MINISTER SAID IT IAS.A
SMALL THING TO ASK IN THE FACE OF THE TREMENDOUS SACRIFICES
OF RUSSIA, MARSHAL STALIN SAID THAT HE KNEW HOW GREAT THE
NEED FOR WAR VESSELS WAS ON THE PART OF ENGLAND AND THE
UNITED STATES BUT THAT HE THOUGHT THE SOVIETS REQUEST WAS
\HQDEBT. BOTH THE PRESIDENT AND THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THEY
\

\\\WERE IN FAVOR OF ACCEPTANCE OF THE SOVIET SUGGESTION, THE

""SEALED SECRET
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INDICATE BY ASTERISK ADDRESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY.
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ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AND TIME DATE ) il 1= TIME ET

TEXT
PRIME MINISTER SAID IT WOULD REQUIRE SOME TIME TO WORK OUT
THE ARRANGEMENTS AND THAT HE PERSONALLY WOULD WELCOME THE
SIGHT OF THESE VESSELS IN THE BLACK SEA AND HOPED SOME
ENGLISH WAR VESSELS COULD ACCOMPANY THEM IN ACTION AGAINST
THE ENEMY IN THOSE WATERS. HE 3AID IT WOULD TAKE A COUPLE
OF MONTHS TO WORK OUT THE ARRANGEMENTS WITH THE ITAL IANS
SINCE THEY WISH TO AVOID ANY POSSIBILITY OF MUTINY IN THE
ITALIAN FLEET AND THE SCUTTLING OF THE SHIPS. IT WAS AGREED
THAT THE SHIPS WOULD PASS OVER TO SOVIET COMMAND SOMETIME
AROUND THE END OF JANUARY 1944, THE PRIME MINISTER REMARKED
THAT IT WOULD BE ONE OF THE ADVANTAGES TO BE OBTAINED FROM
TURKEY EVEN IF SHE DID NOT cNTER THE WAR: NAMELY TO PERMIT
THE PASSAGE OF WAR VESSELS THROUGH THE .l[l.‘u‘EIhliMELLEE.‘I|||r I HAVE
COMPARED BOHLENS NOTES WITH THOSE DF.HidDH BIRSE NOW IN
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ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AND TIME  patE TIME 8eT
TEXT

MOSCOW WHO ACTED AS INTERPRETER FOR THE PRIME MINISTER
AND THEY AGREE OMN ALL POINTS OF SUBSTANCE. MAJOR BIRSE HAS
SOME MORE DETAIL IN REGARD TO THE PRIME MINISTERS EXPLANA-
TION AS TO wHY THE DELAY OF A CCUPLE OF MONTHS WAS NECESSARY
AND THE DESIRE OF GREAT BRITAIN TO HELP IN THE RECONDITION-
ING OF SOVIET SHIPS WHEN THE DARDANELLES WAS OPEN. BOTH
ihBDHLEH AND BIR3E RECALL THE PRIME MIMISTER ASKING EDEN DURING
I‘THE DISCUSSION HOW MANY WAR VESSELS WERE COVERED BY THE SOVIET
REQUEST AND EDEN REPLIED " 1 BATTLESHIP, 1 CRUISER AND 8
DESTROYERS AND 4 SUBMARINES". THIS I3 THE NUMBER WHICH THE
SOVIET GOVERNMENT ASKED FOR AT THE MOSCOW CONFERENCE. NY
. RECOLLECTION 13 QUITE CLEAR CONFIRMED BY BOTH BOHLEN AND
| BIRSE THAT THE NUMBER OF S8HIPS UNDER DISCUSSION AT THE MEET-
l ING RECORDED ABOVE WAS THAT REQUESTED AT THE MOSCOW CONFERENCE
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EXTEMSION NUMBER ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE
PRIORITY
E ROUTINE
E DEFERRED
DATE
TOR CODEROOM g PRIORITY
= ROUTINE
DECODED BY E
DEFERRED
PARAPHRASED BY |
INDICATE BY ASTERISK ADDRESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY,
PAGE 5 OF 5 371823 NCR 6699
UMLESS OTHERWISE IMDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH n:mngq_g;_:_:_mmr_,
ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AND TIME DATE > TIME 8cT

TEXT

1| AND NO MENTION WAS MADE OF 1/3 OF THE ITALIAN FLEET BEING

| TURNED OVER TO THE SOVIET UNION, NOR DO WE KNOW OF ANY
DISCUSS 1ON ABOUT ITALIAN SHIPS AT ANY OTHER TIME DURI|NG
THE TEHERAN CONFERENCE.
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SECRET

SECRET 29 DECEKPER 1943
FRICRITY

FROM: OPHAV
TC: AITENA, NOSCOW

FERSONAL AND SECRET FRON THE PRESIDENT TO AMBASSADOR HARRIMAN,
PLEASE SEND ME PY TELEGRAPE MR, BOHLEN'S MINUTES BEARING ON

AGREEXENT MADE IN TEHERAN BY CHURCEILL AND ME TC TURN OVER ITALIAN

ROCSEVELT

Relensed from the White House Map Room
at 1255, EWT, 29 Decegber 1543,

L. MATHEWSON, |
Colonel, Censral Staff,

(¢ i85S ; SEGHEf

o
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PRESIDENT TC HARRIMAN

Plesse send me by telegraph
T ]
Mr. Boland's minutes bearing on agreement made

-~ —

/" in Teheran by Churchill and me to turn over

Italian ships to Soviet,
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December 29, 1943

MEMORANDUM FOR

General Marshall

The President desires thut Elsenhower be asked
to send us the names of a battleship, a crulser, a destroyer,
and submarines among surrendered Itslian war ships, and names
of surrendered Italian merchant ships that can be turned over
to the Soviet Goverment in the near future as at least a token
meeting of comiitment made at Teheran and without adversely

affecting his (Eisenhower's) pending operations.

Je/ WILLIAM D, LEAHY

SECRET




December 26, 1343,

SECRET

PRESIDENT TO PRIME

The following 1s & draft message to
talln regarding transfer of Italian ships to the
Soviet prepared by the American Chiefs of Staff
and with which the British Staff Representatives in
Washlington are in apgreement.

I would 1llke to have an expression of your

opinion In regard to this question,




_3RCRET-SECTURITT,

UHAFT uF PRuFvoEDl sEsSAGE Fhusl Tk PHRESIDENT Any FHLIME
MIWISTER TU THE bBHITISH ARL U.S5, adBASCALUNS Lh duoudi,

1. It is desired that you go directly to Premier Stslin and
exvlein to him in full the situation with regard to the trensfer
of Italien naval units end merchant shipping as indicated below:

The Combined Chiefs of Staff have given careful consideration
to the manner and timing of the delivery of captured Italisn vessels
to be transferred to the U.5.8.R. and have advised us of their con-
clusions on this subject as follows:

There are grave military objections to the tranafer of talian
vesshls at this time beceuse of the orobeble effects that this course
will have on pending operations. These effects are as follows:

8. Loss of Italian Navy cooperstion. Vealuable assistance is

now being obtained in the Mediterranean from units of the

Ttalian Fleet on the pasis of Italian co-belligerengey.

Should the tronsfer of Italian units to the Soviets alienate

ffi sympathies of the Italisn officers and men thus serving

the Allied cause, replacements could enly be found @ at the
expense of naval strength in other sreas. Moreover this would
oceur at a moment when our combined Atlantic and Mediterranean

naval resources would be very hard stretched to provide the neads .

of UVEHLURD and ANVIL.

i
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b. Indirect assistance from Italian dockyards and porta.

The U.K. and [.5. are receiving important assistance from
Ttalian yards. The withdrawal of this willing assistance, particularly at
Taranto, would throw a sericus additicnal burden on repair and manpowsr re-
scurces and in providing dock-side labour in Italy.

g+ Seuttling and Sabotaging.

The ships to be turned over might be scuttled and the remain-
der sabotaged whan the news became known. Apart from the material loss, the
psychological effect of such an act would be far reaching.

d. Merchant Shipping.

Most of the Italian ships are presently employed on the
Italian ccast and in neighbouring waters. These are mostly small coastal
vessels. In general, their condition is poor and precludes movement far
from thelr own repair facilities. Removal of this shipping from the Mediter-
ranean at present would leave the Allied Commander-in-Chief with a shortage
which could not be made up from other sources without detriment to other
cperations. It is understood this merchant shipping is desired for amploy=

ment in the Black Sea, the entry to which is now denied.

SECRET-SECURITY
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8, Loss of Itallan Army Troops.

At the cresent time Itoly, acting ns a co-belligerent,
15 furnishing veluable asslstance, including labour and security
troops, along our lines of communication in Itely. Some Italian
troops heve olready engaged in action anc there is possibility of
further assistance from this source, It ia conzidered thet this
voluable zssistance may be lost to the Allies if the trensfer of
Ttalian vessels is enforced at this time.

In briefi, to initlate transfer of Itelian ships to

Fussien control st this time may cause sericus harm to the war

effort since:

(a) Without extensive alterstions the Italian ships are
ruite unsktted for Northern waters End they cannct yet be
introduced inte the Black Sez.

(b) Proper speration of these ships in Soviet waters would

in any event be impossible without Italian type spares and
pmmunition supplies, of which there is no great ruantity in
Italy.

(e} It would be & eonsiderable time before Soviet crews gould
work up the ships and in the interval any ships now actively
amployed, if tranaferred, would be a dead loss to our naval

reagources.

SHCRET-SRCURITY

5 Regraded Unclassified
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SHOLET-SHOURITY

The Combined Chiefs of Staff conclude that:

{a) The present time is inopportune for effecting the
transfer of captured Italian ships becuuse of pending Allied Operatics

{b) To enforce the transfer at this time would remove needed
Italian resources now enployed in current operations, ond probably
result in loss of Itelian co-operation thus jeopardising OVERLUHLU and
AVIL,

f=r= In view of the foregeing, the President and Prime Minister
believe that, in the interests of the Allied war effort, the implementa-

tion of our agresment concerning the Italian ships should be delayed

for the time being. In the meantime precsrations will be made for

delivery at the esrliest moment permitted by operations,




THE COMBINED CHIEFS OF STAFF
WASHINGTOMN
SECRET

SECHET . SECUAITY 28 Decembaer 1943,
G il X

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT AND PRIME MINISTER:

Bubject: Assignment of ships surrendered to
the Allies by Italy.

1. The Combined Chiefs of Staff have been consldering
the manner and the timing of the delivery of captured Italilan
vessels to be transferred to the U.5.5.R. In the examination
certain conclusions have been reached which are presented for
your conslderatlion.

2. There are grave military objections to the transfer
of Itallan vessels at this time because of the probable ef-
fects that this course will have on pending operations.

These effects are as follows:

4. Loss of Itallan Navy cooperation.

Valuable assistance is now being obtained in
the Medlterranean from 4 Itallan erulsers and 3 escort
groups. Other escort groups are being formed, B8ub-
marines are scheduled for immediate and important anti-
submarine training with U.5. and British Navies. Two
erulsers are now being used on Atlantlc Blockade Runner
Patrols. Should the transfer of Italian units to the
Hussians alienate the sympathies of the Itallan officers
and men thus serving the Allied cause, replacements
could only be found at the expense of the bulld-up of
the British Esstern Fleet and British Pacific Force.
Meoreover, this would occur at a moment when our combined
Atlantie and Mediterranean naval resources would be very
EgggLatratchad to provide the needs of OVERLOHD and

h-wmmmm

The U.E. and U.8, are recelving important as-
sistance from Italian yards, The withdrawal of this
willing assistance, particulsrly at Taranto; would throw

Regraded Unclassified
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a serious additional burden on repair and manpowsr re-
sources and In providing dock-side labour in taly.

£. Souttling and Sghotaping.

The ships to be turned over might be scuttled
and the remsinder sabotaged when the news became known.,
Apart from the material loss, the psychologlcal effect
of such an act wnuld he far-reaching.

d. Merchant shirping.

The most important merchant shipping available
eonsists of one Eﬁ,uﬁguton passenger ship shortly to be
employed in Alldied trooping, and two 9,000-ton hospital
ships, all of which sre urgently needed. Macst of the
Italian ships presently employed en the Ttalian coast

and in neighboring waters are supporting Italian economy.
These are mostly small coastal vessels, In general
their condition is poor and precludes movemsnt far %ram
their own repair fmcilities, Hemoval of this shipping
from the Mediterranean at present weuld leave the Allied
Commander in Chief with a shertage which could not be
made up from other sources without detriment to other
operations. It is understood this merchant shipping is
desired for employment in the Black Sea, the entry to
which is now denied.

8. Loss of Ttalian Army Troops.

At the present time Italy, acting as & co-
belligerent, is furnishing valuable assistance, includ-
ing labor and seeurity troo 8, along our lines of com-
munication in Italy., Some Ttalian troops have slready
engoged in action and there is nass!hil?t of further
asslstance from this source, It is cansidsred that this
valuable assistance may be lost to the Allies if the
transfer of Italian vessels is enforced at this time,

£ In brief, to initiate transfer of Italian ships to
Hussian control at this time may cause serious harm to the
war eoffort without compensating gain to the Hussian offort
since:
A: Without extensive alterations the Ttalian shipa

are guite unsuited for Nerthern waters and they cannot
¥yat be introduced into the Black Sea,

SECRET
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b. Froper operation of thase ships Soviet
waters wonld in any o be impossible without
Italian type spares a ammunitisn 5‘.1']*1*.-'.5, af which
there is no great qu -zn“li._.r in Italy 1tself.

[ It would te a considerable time viet
crows could work up the ships ond in the aAny
ships now mctively employed, if transferred be
g dead loss to our naval resources.

4, It 18 recommanded the U.5.5.H. be informed that:

2. The pr tima 1s fnepportune for effecting
the transfer 1 Ttal f

l1ien ships because
ing Allled

k. To enforce
move needed Itallan rescurces :
operations, and probably result in loss o
cooperation, thus jeopardizing OVERLOHD

[ At tha earliest moment permitted oparations,
the implementation of the delivery of Itallar \,.‘-e'.s

will procead,
For the Combined Chiefs of Staff:

W tscamSSaaduy
WILLIAY D. LEAHY,

Admiral, U.5. Havy,
Cniaf of 8taff to the
Commander in Chief of

the Army and Havy.

HET

Regraded Unclassified



U. 5., SECRET COFY WO, 18
ERITISH MOST SECRET T

25- 925
Ec.c.s. 448 /2) e

E]g ccs k8
28 December 1943 2) 005 448/1

COMBEINED CHIE.S OF STAFF

ASSIGNMENT OF SHIPS SURRENDERED TO THE ALLIES EY ITALY




.8, SECRET copy %0, 18

BRITISH MOST SECRET

C.C.8. 4h8/ 2

28 December 1043

COMBINED CHIEFS OF STAFF

ASSIGNMENT OF SHIPS SURRENDERED TO THE ALLIES BY ITALY

Note by the Secretaries

The enclosure, & memorandum for the President and the
Frime Minister, prepared by the Combined Staff Planners, as
amended and approved by the Combined Chiefs of Staff by informal

sction was dispatched 28 December 1943,

H. FEDMAR,
F. B. ROYAL,

Combined Secretariat.

Regraded Unclassified




‘ U,S, SECRET
BRITISH MOST SECRET

ENCLOSURE
28 December 1943,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT AND PRIME MINISTER:
Subject: Assignment of ships surrendered to
the Allies by Italy.

1. The Combined Chiefs of Staff have been considering the
manner and the timing of the delivery of captured Itallan ves-
sels to be transferred to the U,3,3,R, In the examination cer-
tain conclusions have been reached which ere presented for your

gonsideration,

2, There are grave military objections to the tranafer of
Italian vessels at this time because of the probable affacts
that this course will have on pending operations. These effects
are as follows:

a, Loss of Ttalian Navy cooperation.

Vvalueble assistance is now being obtained in the
Mediterransan from 4 Italian eruisera and 3 escort groups.
Other escort groups are being formed., Submarines are sched-
uled for immediate end important anti-submarine training
with U.5. and British Navies, Two crulsers are novw being
used on Atlentic Blockade Runner Patrola. BShould the trans-
fer of Ttalian units to the Russians alienste the sympathies
of the Ttalian officers and men thus serving the Allied cause,
replacements could only be found at the expense of the build-
un of the British Eastern Fleet and British Pacific Force.
Moreover, this would occur at a mement when our combined
Atlantic and Mediterranean naval resources would be very hard
stretched to provide the needs of OVERLORD and ANVIL.

b. Indirect assistance from Italian dockyards and ports.

The U.K. and U,3, are receiving important assistance
from Italian yards., The withdrawal of this villing assis-

tance, particularly at Taranto, would throw a serious addi-

\
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tional burden on repalr apd manpower resources and iln pro-
viding dock-aide labor in Italy.
¢, Scuttling &nd Sabotaging,

The ships to be turned over might be scuttled and the
remainder sabotaged when the news became known, Apert from
the material loss, the puynhulogical effect of such an act
would be far-reaching.

d. Merchant shipping.

The most importent merchant shipping available conslsta
of one 24,000-ton passenger ship shortly to be employed in
Allied trooping, and two 9,000-ton hospitel ships, all of
which are urgently needed, Most of the Italian ships pres-
antly employed on the Italian coast and in neighboring waters
are supperting Italian sconomy. These are moatly small
coastal vessels, In general, their condition is poor and
precludes movement far from thelr own repalr facilitiea,
Removal of this shipping from the Mediterranean at present
would leaye the Allied Commander in Chief with a shortage
which could not be made up from other sources without detri-
ment to other cperetions., It 1s underatood this merchant
shipping is desired for employment in the Black 3ea, the entry
te which is now denied,

e, Loss of Italian Army Troops.

At the present time Italy, mecting 88 & co-belliperent,
is furnishing veluasble assiatence, including labor snd secur-
ity troops, along our llnes of communication in Italy. 3ome
Italian troops have elready engaged 1in actlion and there 1a
possibility of further essistance from this source, It 1=
considered that this velusble assistance may be lost to the
Allies if the tranafer of Italisn vessels 1s enforced at this

time,

3. In brief, to initiate tranafer of Itallsn ships to Ruasian
control At this time may cause serious harm to the war effort

without compensating gain to the Russian effort gince:

-2 - Regraded Unclassified
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a, Without extenaive slterations the Itallsn ships are
guite unsuited for Northern vaters and they cannot yet be
introduced into the Black 3ea.

b. Proper cperatiocn of these ships in Soviet waters would
in eny event be impossible without Itallian type spares and
ammunition supplies, of which there is no great quantity in
Italy itself,

g. It would be a considerable time before 3oviet crews
oould work up the ships and in the intervel any ships now
actively employed, if transferred, would be & dead loss to

our naval resources.

4, It is recommended the U.3,3,R. be informed that:

g2, The present time is inopportune for effecting the
transfer of ceptured Italian ships becsuse of pending Allled
oparations.

b. To enforce the transfer at this time would remove
needed Ttalian resources now employed in current operations,
and probably result in loss of Italian cooperation, thus
jeopardizing OVERLORD eand ANVIL.

. At the esrliest moment permitted by operationa, the
implementetion of the delivery of Italisn vessels will
procaed,

For the Combined Chiefs of 3taff:

/3/ WILLIAM D, LEAHY,
Admirsl, U.3, Havy,
Chief of 3taff to the
Commander in Chief of
the Army and Navy.

Regraded Unclassified
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COMBINED CHIEFS OF STAFF

ASSIGEMENT OF SHIPS EUBEEFﬂERED T0 THE ALLIES BY ITALY
Reference: 0.0.5. 448

Momorandum by the Representatives of the British Chiefs of
Staff

The British Chiefs of Staff have now sent us & further
messege glving their views with regard to Italien merchant ships.

The message 1s as follows:-

"], Up to the present the only Itsllan ships which have
been found capable of service outside the {mmediate theater of
Italian operations are one 24,000-ton passenger ship allocated
to the United States for trooping and two 9,000-ton hospital ships,
neither of which could be spared. There are alsc two 10,000-ton
cargo liners. Other ships eaptured may, on completion of repairs,
be available for service in other waters tut they are not likely

to be ready for some months.

2, It is not known here what type of merchant shipa the
Russians have in mind. Most of the Itallan shipa at present
employed on the Itallan coast and neighboring waters gould not
physically be moved to cther theaters, Further, the removal of
shipping from the Mediterransan at present would leave the
allied Commander-in-Chief with & serious shortage which could not
be made good. The Allied Commander in Chief must be given an
opportunity to express his views, There 18 no possibility of
peplacement from British resources or, we understand, from
American. We assume there is no guestion of handing over shipa

to Russian control while they are operating in the Itallan theater.

a1 &
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3. Bubject to the views of the Allied Commander-in-Chief we
are quite prepared to discuss with the Russians the allocation
of sultable ships for their purposes when things have moved far

enough to permit them to be used in Russlan war service,

b, Terms of employment by the Russians would require con-
sideration as presumably Italian crews could not serve in &
Russian theater. No question of assigning title to the Russians
would arise at present until the eleims of all the United Netions

ean be taken into account."
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COMBINED CHIEFS OF STAFF

ASSIGNMENT OF SHIPS SURRENDERED TO THE
ALLTES BY ITALY

Memorandum by the Rearasentutivea of the British
chipls O al’l

1, We heve now recelved the attnched Appreciation from the

British Chiefs of Staff regarding the Fresident's instructicns
to the Combined Chiefs of Staff on the subject of tranafer of

Itnlian ships to the U.2,5.R.

2, We recommend that the Combined Chiefs of Staff should

report to the Fresident and the Prime Minister in the sense of

this Apprecletion.
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ENCLOSURE

APPRECIATION BY THE BRITISH CHIEFS OF STAFF

1. As we understand it the situation before the Teheran
Conference was that the Russians had laid claim to the following
Italian Fleet units and merchant shipping - 1 battleship, 1
eruiser, B destroyers, Y submarines, 40,000 tons merchant shipping

2. During the visit to Moscow the British Foreign Secretary

informed the Soviet Government that we egreed in principle that
they should have a share of the captured Italien ships and that
the proportion for which they asked was remsoncble, Details

and dates of dﬁiifﬂzx-wﬂrf to be settled with regard to operations
and QEE 135295 IEEEEE“ uEE_Ey prEEEEEF&hE publicity.

3+ It now oppears thet the President on the basis of a
discusalon at Teheran has informed Mr, Harriman that "It is his
intention that Italian surrendered ships to the numberof one-
third of the total be allocnted to the Soviet commencing about
1 February as rapldly as they can be made availloble from their
present employment in the Allied war effort." This means that
Joviet would get about 1 or 2 battleships, 2 or 3 crulsers,

3 deatroyers, 6 torpedo boata, 6 corvettes and 10 submarines.

bk, We are alarmed at the new proposals which may well have
the feollowing effects:
8, Loss of Italian Navy's cooperation. Although no

battleships are being employed in the war effort, 4 Italian
crulsers and 3 escort groups, besides & number of individual
vessels, are actively employed in the interests of the Alliled
cause in the Mediterranean. Further escort groupa are being
formed, Moreover, 2 crulsers are being used on Atlantie
blockade runner patrols. Fourteen submarines are scheduled
for immediate A/S training with both the U.5. and British
Favies, More are expocted to be employed in this valuable

-1 =
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servicoe in due course., Should the transfer of Italian units

to the Russians alienate the sympathies of the Italien officers
and men thus serving the Allied cause replacemonta could only
be found at the expense of the build-up of the British Eestern
Fleet and British Paciflc Force. Moreover this would ocour

at a moment when our combined Atlentic and Mediterrcnean

naval resources would be very hard stretched to provide the
needs of OVERLORD and ANVIL.

b, Indirect assistonce in Ttonliap dockyords, ports, cte.

The Combined Chiefe of Staff are aware of the heavy congestion
imposed on U.K. conversion and repair facilities by the needs
of OVERLORD. This congestion 1s already delaying the modern-
izetion of British warships for the war against Jopan and
the repair of damaged units. Moreover the date of the with-
drawal of landing ships and oraft from Moditerranean operations
for OVERLORD is dependent on the refit and repair facilities
both on that statlion and at home which are fully stretched,
This stete of affairs is accentuated by the recent declaion
to execute ANVIL. In the light of the rdregoing the with-
draval of the willing Italian cooperation we arc now receiving
in Itelian yards, particularly at Taranto, would be disastrous
and would necessitate a complete recasting of the Mediterranenn
and UK, refitting progrommes. It would also throw o serieus
additional burden on our manpower rescources in provision of
dockside labor in Italy.

&. Scuttling and Sabotage. The ships to be turned over

might be scuttled and the remoinder sabotoged when the nevs

became known.

5, It is not clear from the President's telegram what pro-
ceduwe 1s to be used for obtaining transfer of the ships. If
however we procgeed to enforge a tranafer of Italisn Fleet units
to the Soviet at the present time, we must be prepared to face
some or all of the above consegquences. We consider this risk
innccoptoble, Oiven time and a tactful diplometic approach, we
do not however exclude the possibility of arranging tronsfer in
due gourse particulerly if it 1s made plain that compliance with

-2 - Regraded Unclassified
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our proposals will stand them in good stead in the post war

sottloment,

6. Oneec our armiee and air force ore esteblished sshore in
France with the consequentinl loss to the Cermans of their main
Atlantiec ond Mediterransan U-boat bases, the situction will alter
and tho consequences outlined in para. 4 4. and & b. above might
be risked,

—_—

T« Even ir the Italians willingly acquiesced in the transfer
of navel units to the Soviet, this would inveolve the immobilizatim
of Italian naval personnel ot a time whon we ourselves are des-
perately short. Such a state of offairs cannot be beneficinl to
the common war aim and could only be rellieved by the transfer of
certoin unmanned vessels to the Iteliens in lieu in order to
maintain our naval effort ot ites maximum. This would create

serious difficulties with our other Allles.

8. No corresponding gnin would result to the common war
effort from the immedinte transfer of the ships or even to Soviet
naval operctions, aince -

&, Witheut extensive alterations the Italinn ships ore
quite unsuited for Northern waters and they cannot yet be
introduced into the Black Sea.

b. Proper mointenance of these ships in Soviet bnses
would in any event be impoasible without adequate spares
and cmmunition supplies, of which there 1s no grent quantity
in Itoly itself.

e, It would be a considerable time before Soviet crews
gould work up the ships and in the interval any ships now
asetively employed, if transferred, would be o dead loss to

our naval rescurces.

9, Tnking into considerstion the above foctors we consider
that the Combined Chiefs of Staff should be invited to report in

the ebovo sense to the President ond Prime Minlster.

e
Regraded Unclassified
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DRAFT
MEMORANDUM FOR THE FRESIDENT AND FRIME ML HISTER.
Bubject: Assignient of Ehips surrendered to the
Allies by Italy.

The Combined Chiefs of Staff haove been considering
the manner and the timing of the delivery of captured
Italian vessels to be transferred to the U.G.5.He In the
examinaticn certain conclusicns have bean reacned wnich
are presented for your considerations
2+ There are grave military objections to the transfer
of Italian vessels at this time because of the probable
affects that this course will have on peading operations,
These effects are as follows:=-

(a) Logs of Italian Navy co-operaticn.

Valuable assistance 1s now being cbtained in the
dediterranean from 4 Italian crulsers and 3 escort groups,
Cther escort groups are belng formed., Submarines ars
scheduled for immediate and important anti-submarine
training with U.5,; and British Navies, Two crulsers are
now belng used on Atlantic Blockade Hunnar Patrols, Should
the transfer of Italian units to the Russians alienate the
sympathies of the Italian officers and men tims serving the
Allied cause replacements could only be found at the eXpense
of the build-up of the british Bastern Fleet and British
Pacifie Foree. [hrecver, this would occur at a moment
when our conmbined Atlantic and Mediterranean naval regsources
would be very hard streteched to provide the needs of CVERLRD
and ANVIL,

(b) Indirect agsistance from Italian doclyards ond
Borts.

The UK. and U.5. are recelving important assistance
from Itallian yards, The withdrawal of this willing

assistanece, particularly at Taranto, would throw a seriocus

o g
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additional burden on repair and sanpower rescurces and
in providing dock-side labour in Italy.

(e) Beouttli and Sa ings

The ships to be turned over might be scuttled snd
:ﬂs reuuirﬂr sabotaged when the news beca mﬁhﬁiwh

W{d] : -Hahup?ld --qufcf_hdlm s lu-u.ﬂm?.

The most important merchant shipping avallable consist
of cne 24,000-ton pussengar ship shortly %o bo enployved in
Allied trooping, ond two 9,000-ton hospltal shlps, nll of
which are urgently neesded. Most of the Italian ships
presently employed on the Italian coast and in naighbouring
waters are supporting Italian economys. Ihese are mostly
small coastal vesselss. In genersl, their condition 1a
poor and precludes movement far from thelr own rapalr
facllities. Removal of this shipping from the
Mediterranean at present would leave the Allied Commander-
in-Chief with a shortage which could not be made up from
othar gources without detriment to other cperations. It
is understood this merchant shipping ls desired for
employment in the BElack Sea, the entry to whlch is now
danleds

(a) Loss alian Army Troops.

At the pressent time Italy, acting as a co=bellizerent,
is furnishing valuanble assistance, including labour and
securlty troops, along our lines of communication in
Italy. Scae Italisn troops have slready engaged in
action and there is possibility of furtier assistance I
from this sourca, It is considered that this valuable |
assistance may be lost to the Allies if the transfer of
Italian vessels is enforced st this tima,
3. In briaf, to initiste transfer of Italian ships to
Ruselan contrel at this time may cause serious hara to the
war effort without cozmpensating gain to the Fuasian

effort since:=

g
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{a) Without extensive alteratiocns the Italisn

+

f Bhips are quite unsulted for Northern watera and they
cannot yet be introduced into the Black Sea.

(k) Froper operation of these ships in Boviet
waters would in any event be impossible without Itallan
typs spares and ammunition supplies, of which there is
no great quantity in Italy itself,

(c) It would be a considerable time before Boviat
craws could work up the ships and in the interval any
ships now actively employed, If transferred, would be
8 dead leoss to our naval resources,

e It is recommended the U.,5,8,H, be inforned that:

(a) The present time is inopportuns for effecting
the transfer of captured Itelian ships because
of pending Allied operations;

(b) To enforce the transfer at this tims would
remove needed Itallan resources now employed
in current operations, and probably result
in loss of Italian co-operation thus
Jecpardising OVERLOHD and ANVIL;

(e) At the sarliest moment permitted by operatiens,

e

the lmplementation of the delivery of Italian

vassels wlll proceed.

Regraded Unclassified
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24 December 1943

COMBINED CHIEFS OF STAFF

MEMORANDUM FOR INFORMATION No. 172

EMPLOYMENT AND DISPOSITION OF THE ITALIAN
FLEET AND MERCANTILE MARINE
(Cunningham-de Courten Agreement)

Hote by the Secrotaries

The enclosure, the Cunningham-de Courten Agreement on
the employment and dispesition of the Italian Fleet and Mercantilo

Morine, os emended nt Brindisi on 17 November 1943, is circulated

for the information of the Combined Chiefs of Etarf,

H. REDMAN,
F. B, ROYAL,

Combined Secretarict.
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ENCLOBURE

Hew Armistice haoving been signed between the hend of the
Italion Covernment ond the Allied Commonder in Chief under which
ell Itelien warships and the Italian Mercantile Marins were
placed unconditionnlly at the disposal of the United Nations,
and His Majesty the Xing of Itely and the Itallan Government
hoving since expressed the wish thet the fleet and the Itelian
Mercontile Marine should be employed in the Allied effort to
assist in the preosecution of the war acgainst the Axls Powers,
the following principles are established on which the Itolian
Novy ond Morcantile Marine will be disposed.

It is understood and agreed thot the provisions of this
ogreement o8 to immedinte employment and disposition of Italicn
wvorships oand merchant ships de not affect the right of the United
Nations to moke such other dispositions of any or all Italian
ships a2s they mny think fit. Their decisions in this respect
will be notifled to the Itnlian Government from time to time.
(A) Buch ehips o8 can be employed to assist actively
in the Allied effort will be kept in commission nnd will
be used under the orders of the Commonder in Chief, Mediter-
raneon, os mey be arranged between the Allied Commender in
Chief ond the Italian Government.

(B) Ships which eannot be so empleyed will be reduced to
a care ond mointenance basis and be placed in designoted

poris, meacsures of disarmoment belng underteken ns moy be

necelsnry.

Enclosure

Regraded Unclassified
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(¢) The Government of Italy will declare the names and
vhereabouts of warships, merchant ships, now in thelr
possession which previously belonged to any of the Unlted
Nations; these vessels are to be returned forthwith as may
be directed by the Allied Commender in Chief. This will
be without prejudice to negotiations between the governments
which may subsequently be made in comnection with replescing
losses of ships of the United Nations ceused by Italian
action.

(D) The Allied Navel Commander in Chief will act as the
agent of the Allied Commander in Chief in gll matters con-
cerning the employment of the Italian Fleet or Merchant Navy,
their disposition and related matters.

(E) It should be cleerly understood that the extent to
which the terms of the armistice are modified to allow the |
arrengements outlined above and which follow, are dependent |

upon the extent and effectiveness of Itelisn cooperation.

Method of operation., The Commander in Chief, Mediter-
ranean, will place at the disposal of the Italisn Ministry of
Marine a high ranking Nevel Officer with the appropriste
staff wvho will be responsible to the Commander in Chief, Mediter-
ranean, for all matters in connection with the cperation of the
ITtalian Fleet, and be the medium through which dealings will
be carried out in connection with the Italian Mercantile Marine.
The Flag Officer acting with these dutiss (Flag Officer, Lisison)
will keep the Italian Ministry of Marine informed of the re-
quirements of the Commander in Chief, Mediterranean, and will
asct in close cooperatlion as regards issue of all orders to the

Itellan Fleet.

-
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Proposed disposition of the Italisn Fleet.

(4) 411 battleships will be placed on & care and mainten-
ance basie in ports to be designated and will have such
measures of disarmament appliod as may be directed. These
moasures of disarmament will be such that the ships can be
brought into operation agein if it so seems desireble. Each
ship will have on board a proportion of Italian Naval per-
scnnel to keep the ships in proper condition and the Com-
mander in Chief, Mediterranean, will have the right of
inspection at any time.

(B) Cruisers. Such crulsers as cen be of immediate
sssistence will be kept in commission. At prosent it is
visualized that 1 sguadron of 4 cruisers will suffice and
the remainder will be kept in care and maintenance es for
the battleships but at & rather greater degree of resdiness
to be brought into service if required.

() Destroyers and Torpedo boats. It i1s proposed to keep
these in commisslon and to use them on escort and aimilar
duties es may be requisite. It is proposed that they should
be divided into escort groups working as units and that they
ahould be based in Italian Ports.

(D) 8mall craft. MAS, Minesweepers, Auxiliaries and
similar small ecraft will be employed to the full, detailed
arrongements being made with the Flag 0fficer (Lislson) by
the Itelian Ministry of Marine for their best employment.

(E) Submarines. In the first instance submarincs will be
immobilized in ports to be designated and at & later date
these may be brought into service as may be required to
asslat the Allied effort.

Regraded Unclassified
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Status of Italisn Navy. Under this modification of the
Armistice Terms, all the Itelien ships will eontinue to fly
their fleg. A large proportion of the Italian Navy will thus
remain in active commission operating thelr own ships and fight-
ing alongside the forces of the United Nationsa sgainet the Axins

powers.

The requisite Lisison Officers will be supplied to
facilitate the working of the Itelian ships in sooperation with
Allled Forces. A smnll Itelian Lisison Mission will be cttached
to the hesdguarters of the Commander in Chief, Mediterranesn, to

deal with matters affecting the Italian fleet.

Mercantile Merine. It is the intention that the Italian
Mercantile Marine should operste under the some conditions as
the merchant ships of the Allied Notions. That is to say, all
mercantile shipping of the United Netions is formed inte o pool
Which is employed as may be considered necossary for the benefit
of all the United Nations. In this will neturelly be included
the requirements for the supply and maintensnce of Italy. The
system will be analagous to that used in North Afriea, vhere the
North Africs shipping board controls =11 United 3tates, British
and French shipping under certain agrecements which will have to
be arranged in detail in so far as Italisn ships are concerned,
While 1t may be expected that a proportion of Italian ships
will be working within the Mediterrancan and to and from Ttalian
Ports, it must be appreciated that this will not always neces-
sarily be the case and ships flying the Italisn F%Eg may be
expected to be used elsewhera na is dnnﬁ_with the mershant
ships of nll the United Nations, Itslian ships employed as
cutlined in this parsgreph will fly the Italisn Flag and will
be manned co fer os wossible by orevs rrovided by Italian Ministry

of Marine end will fly the Italian flag.

- B -
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2

ALUSNA MOSCOW ASTERISK (*) MAILGRAM ADDRESSEES :

= PRIORITY 4
RELEASED BY E CNO . 8
oure 24 DECEMBER 1943, g DEFERRED ;
1]

Ton coneroom _1329/24, o
11

pecooen oy _GERMAN 5 — 1
ROUTINE 13
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! DEFERRED 15

ROUTED BY _nEm"“ 16

WNLEIS CTWERWISE INDIGATED THIS CASPATCH WILL BE TRAMSMITTLD WITH DEFEARED FRECIDEMCE |7

¢ 232019  NCR 1812 n:

. i 20

QRIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AND TIME DATE TIME a7 21
UM ONTGOING DESPATEHES PLIASE LEAYE ABDUT OME INCH CLEAR SPACE BEFOAE MESINMING TEXT ] 22

PART 1 232¢15 NCR 1813 PART 2 232019 NCR 1812 »

(PERSONAL AND SECRET FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM HARRIMAN,)

REFERRING TO YOUR CABLE TO ME_USNAVCOM 21172@ OF 5
DECEMBER | BEG RESPECTFULLY TO MENTION THAT THE REQUEST STALIN .,

MADE TO YOU AND THE PRIME MINISTER AT TEHERAN WAS FOR THE

FULF ILLMENT OF THE SOVIET REQUEST FOR A SPECIFIC NUMBER OF -
ITALIAN SHIPS, NAMELY ONE BATTLESHIP, ONE CRUISER, EIGHT o
DESTROYERS AND FOUR SUBMARINES FOR DISPATCH TO NORTH RUSSIA >
AND 4%,099 TONS DISPLACEMENT OF MERSHIPPING FOR USE IN THE i
BLACK JEA, a

AFTER SOME DISCUSSION BOTH YOU AND THE PRIME MINISTER .
AGREED THAT THE SOVIET REQUEST SHOULD BE APPROVED AND THAT THE u

DEL IVERY OF THE SHIPS WAS TO BE MADE BY THE 1ST OF FEBRUARY. T
NO MENTION WAS MADE AT MOSCOW OR TEHERAN OF THEIR GETTING \5

Ma. | ADMIRAL He. 2 FILE. Ko, 3 F1 OR CHARTROOM.

SEALED SECRE

Make original only. Deliver to Code Room watch officer in person. (See Art. 76 (4) NAVREGS.)
DPFNAV-NCR 18 . . GETERREENT FEGRTERE BPICE  0A—BDANE-§ w




-

Y
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- DEFERRED

DATE = . — —

TOR CODEROOM = | = PRIORITY
B

DEEODED Y g ROUTINE
= DEFERRED

PARAPHRASED BY : ] .

IMDICATE BY ASTERISK ADDRESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY 15 SATISFACTORY.

SHCET TWO OF TWO SHEETS - ALUSHA MOSCOW 2320819 NCR 1812

UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDENCE.

ORIGINATOR FILL IN_DATE AND TIME == DATE - TIME - aeT
e WL B TURNED OVER TO THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT$ CONTROL BY FEBRUARY

IF FOR ANY REASON IT IS NOT NOW ADVISABLE TO MEET THIS
COMMITMENT ON TIME | RECOMMEND THAT THE FACTS BE GIVEN TO THE

BRITISH MINISTER AND MYSELF IN MOSCOW AS PROUPTLY AS POSSIBLE WITH
INSTRUCTIONS THAT WE GO DIRECTLY TO STALIN TD PLAIN TO HIM THE

SITUATION IN FULL. UNDER THIS METHOD OF HANDLING | HAVE NO DOUBT
THAT STALIN WILL BE REASONABLE AND COOPERATIVE. ON THE OTHER HAND

IF THE COMMITMENT CANNOT BE CARRIED OUT AND WE WAIT FOR HIM TO BRING
PRESSURE ON US TO CARRY OUT OUR EARLIEST EC*‘IITH NT RESULTING FROM
]

TEHERAN | AM AFRAID THAT SUSPICION MIGHT B hRI‘JHSIED IN HIS MIND OR
IN THE MINDS OF 'i1S ASSOCIATES WHO WERE NOT PRESENT AS TO THE

FIRMNESS OF THE OTHER COMMITMENTS TAKEN I.Tj‘ TEHERAN.

| INTERPRET YOUR CABLE AS BEING FOR MY INFORMATION AND_IF
QUERIED BY MOLOTOV WILL SIMPLY ADVISE HIM THAT YOU ARE GIVING ACTIVE

CONSIDERATION TO THE MATTER.

e,

P1AyassssACTION,

FILE. P\

1
Me, 1 ADMIRAL Me. 2 FILE. Mo, 3 F-l OR IH-!.IITHEIﬁH. Mo. 4 SPECIAL
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orp_ 23 DECEMBER, 1943 :
TOR CODEROOM 1775€ 2 PRIORITY
KEELER E DECLASSIFIED R
DECODED BY JOB memo, 1l-4-74
oMo ” By RHF, NLR, Date ED
L= RO INSON MAY 21974 vy oY
INDIGATE BY ASTERISK ADDRESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY 15 SATISFACTORY. @
221429 NCR 1294
UMLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRAMSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDEMCE.
ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AND TIME DATE TIME
TEXT

‘FOR JOINT” CHLEFS OF STAFF FROM DEANE'

U.8. MAVCOW 2:.172@ RECEIVED FROM THE PRESIDENT INDICATES H 3
INTENT ION' TO ALLLOCATE TO THE SOVIET WAR EFFORT ITALIAN SURIENDERED
SHIPS TO A NUMBER OF QNE THIRD OF THE TOTAL COMMENCING ABOJT ONE
FEBRUARY, AND FURTHER THAT HE HAS REQUESTED THE COMBINED CHISFS

OF STAFF TO |5SUE NECESSARY ORDERS TO GEN. EISENHOWER. IN
ANTICIPATION CF SOVIET QUEST IONS WE ASK THAT THE AMERICAN ANL
BRITIEY MISSIONS BE INFORMED WHETHER !HTEHT!Uﬁi'ig-TD HAVE SHIPS
iTALTAH MAXNED OR TURN SOME DIRECTLY OVER TO SOVIETS, 18 LICAL
Z8TIMATE DESIRED AS TO NUMBER SOVIETS CAN MAN. ALSO REQUEST EARLY
INFO Oi NAMES SHIPS ALLOCATED, SCHEDULE AND PLACE DEL IVERY AND

CTHER PERTINERY INFORMATION.

ACT: JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF....... (f’ﬁiiliigt?:}ffLE,

M, | ADMIRAL. Me. 1 FILE We. 3 F-1 OR CHARTROOR———— Ne. 4 SPECIAL

SEALED Uy
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21 December 18543F
From: Opnav
To 1 Alusna, London

NUMBER 422, PERSONAL AND SECRET, FROM THE PRESIDENT FOR T
NAVAL PERSON.

I have just received the following messape from Harriman
20 December:

"Request that I be informed of the mction teken to
carry out the commitment made by you and the Prime Minist
at the Teheran Conference that the Italian shlps requeste
by the Soviets should be delivered on ocne February, as I
ghall undoubtedly be queried at a meeting with Molctov
scheduled for Friday or Seturday to discuss unfinished
business of Teheran,"

I have sent the following reply:

"It is my intention that Itelian surrendered ships
to a number of one-third of the totel be alloceted com-
mencing about one February to the Soviet war effort as
rapidly as they can be made availeble from thelr present
employment in the Allied war effort.

"sfter the surrender of our common enemies the title
of ownership will be decided.

"I have reguested Combined Chiefs of Staff to issue
necessary orders to General Elsenhower.”

ROOSEVELT
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Deceber 21, 1943

WEMORANDUM FOR

Coobined Chiefs of Staff:

The President and the Prime Minister at
Teheran agreed to assign for Sovlet war use one-third of the
shins surrendered to the allies by Italy, to begin the assign-
ment about February first, title of ownership to be declded
upon after the surrender of ocur comwnon enemies.

The President desires that the Combined Chiefs
of Staff issue to General Eisenhower the orders necessary

to accomplish this.

/8/ WILLIAM D. LEAHY

i SECRET

DECLASSI
E. O. 1235
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SECRET
PRICRITY 21 DECEMBER 1943
FROM: OFNAV

T01 ALTTSNA, MOSCOW

FOR AMBASSADOR HAFRIMAMN FROM THE FRESIDENT J'E,L“ .1,:( F ) @"-‘-u;‘.,
Thalelt X

REFERRING TO YOUR MESSAGE, ALUSNA MOSCOW 201718 DECEMBER, IT IS

MY INTENTICN THAT ITALIAN SURRENDERED SHIFS TO A NUMBER OF ONE THIRD
OF THE TOTAL BE ALLOCATED TO TEE SCVIET WAR EFFCRT AS RAPIDLY AS THEY
CAN BE MADE AVAILABLE FROM THEIR PRESENT EMPLOYMENT IN THE ALLIED WAR

EFFORT COMMENCING ABOUT FEBRUARY FIRST.

TITLE OF OWNERSHIP TO EE DECIDED AFTER THE SURRENDER OF QUR

COMMON ENEMIES.

I HAVE REQUESTED COMBINED CHIEFS OF STAFF TO ISSUE NECESSARY
ORDERS TO GENERAL EISENHOWER.

ROOBEVELT
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PRESIDENT TO HARRIMAN 247 H?J

e At

Referring to your maasﬂgajh

of 21 December 1t 1s my intention that Itallan

surrendered ships to a number of one third of the total

be allocated to the Soviet war effort ss rapidly as they

can be made avallsble from their present employment

in the allled war effort commencing about February first,
Title of ownershlp to be declded uftsr‘d&),

surrender of our common enemles,

I have requeated Combined Chiefs of Staff

to issue necessary orders to Cenerel Elsenhower,
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UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PAECEDENCE. 1S
ORIGINATOR FILL IN_DATE AND TIME A DATE : TIME ol 4

TEXT

PERSONAL AND SECRET FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM HARRIMAN.

AT THE TEHERAN CONFERENCE YOU AWD THE PRIME MINISTER AGREED
THAT THE ITALIAN SHIPS REQUESTED BY THE SOVIETS SHOULD BE
DELIVERED ON ONE FEBRUARY. REQUEST THAT | BE INFORMED OF
THE ACTION TAKEN TO CARRY OUT THIS COMMITTMENT AS | SHALL
UNDOUBTEDLY BE QUERIED BY MOLOTOV AT A MEETING WITH HIM W
SCHEDULED FOR FRIDAY OR SATURDAY TO DISCUSS UNFINISHED

BUSINESS OF TEHERAN.
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0 b 30 November 1943.

MEMORANDUM FOR ADMIRAL LEAHY:

l. This paper has been prepared at the instance of
Mr. Hopkins, to be available if needed.

2, It 18 believed that this matter should not be
brought up or initiated by the U. S. side unless the
occasion demands.

ROYAL.

ts has been cleared with General Marshall, Admiral Ki

and General Arnold.

ROYAL




30 November 1943,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:
From: The United States Chiefs of Staffl.
Bubject: Alloeation of Italian Ships to the U.S.5.H.

The questlion of the allocatlon of Itaeliun ships teo
the U,5,8,R., as requested at the Moseow Conference, may
be brought up during the EUREKA proeceedinga.

The original Russian request was for 1 battleship,

1l crulser, B destroyers, 4 submarines and 40,000 displace-

ment tons of merchant shipping. This request is the sub-

Ject of the exchange of a number of dispatches between

our delegatlion in Moscow and the Fresident. During these
J }'mhlﬂ[ll the allocatlon, or possible allocatlon, of ong-
/|| thizd of the Italian Fleet for the use of the U.S.S.Hi., was

concurred in by the United States. lowever, 1t is under-

stood that the U,5.5,R., would not be prepared at this time

to man and employ one=third of the Itallan Fleet.

If the allocation of Italian ships to the U.5.0.R.
is brought up at this time, the sction agreed upon should
be solely with re to 1ts influence on the prosecution
of the war., The following factors are to be considered:

« The turn over of Italian ships to the Russians
at 8 time bhave a serlious adverse effect on the
prosecution of the war in Italy and in such other places
as Italisn forces are now cocperating. It seems gqulte
possible that the Itallisn erews, before surrendering
the ships to the Russians would seuttle. Italy has
been sccepted as & co-belligerent. The surrender of
Itelien ships would provide waluabl propaganda for use
by the enemy with the Itallians in Oermany, occupled
Italy, even slsawhara,

b. Italian ships would not come provided with spare
parts and smmunition. Further, they would probably
regquire some modernization, especlally as regards snti-
.m'dt mt. Ih’-ﬂh th“ U.E.B-H- h..- no -.n- Df
lff“tiﬂt
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it is recommended that it contimue to be agreed Iin
prineiple that one-third of the Italisn warships that are
allocated for transfer toc powera other than Italy be alle-
gated for the use of the U.5,8.,Re It 1s further recom-
mended that any question of the allocation of Itallian naval
ships to other powers be deferred, at least untll after
the conelusion of Allied offensive operations in Italy.

WILLIAX D, LEANY,
Admirsl, U.5. Navy,
Chief of Staff to the
Commander in Chief of the Army and lNavy.
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SECRET

WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER
CDA 343

21720 INCOMING MESSAG

SECURITY CONTROL

URGFERT
From: HA Limbon
To: KILID Washington, DC
¥o: 926 31 August 18943

Kennan®s reply to Strong's 648,

"Solborg and I have now conferred personally
withman in question. As he was not prepsred to be
sufficiently detailed sbout present position of ships
#nd plans for their departure we did not feel justified
in telling him destinations to which they might go.
Talk thus remesined exploratory. He leaves for Italy
tonight and proposes communicate with us further
&8 Boon As company is prepared to give full data on
poeition and condition of ships and plans for departure.
Fvacuation of ships would cbviously be most difficult
without connivance of WOP Naval Authorities, We do
not believe from talk that such collsboration hss yet
been worked out by company. It has occurred to me
that entire action might concelvably be absorbed by
scope of any armistice arrangements affecting WOP

| Naval ships which are being or might be considered.
In that case WOP Navy could handle liaison with company
and further contact thru us would not be necessary."

In spite of Kennan's request not repeated to
Fisenhower because of secret security.

Fosig
G423 is CM-OUT-12468 (30 Aug 43) GEN STRONG
ACTION: GER SIROKG
INFORMATION: OPD, C OF S, ADM KING :
> ‘ &MMM—A—-

CM-IN-76 (1 Sep 43) 02232 mcs

SECRET COPY No. ¢

THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN




SECRET

WAR DEPARTMENT
CDA 354 CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

o /2% INCOMING MESSA

SECURITY CONTROL
CORRECTED COP?Y
URGENT

From: Liahbon
To: NILID

Ho. 927, 31st August 18543

Personal study and interrogation of man in
question lead me to believe his original statements
were given too hopeful interpretation and were passed to
Esonan in terms not warranted by subjecta declarations.
Personal to Strong re my 926 I conclude he is very
junior im firm he reprs¥®Nt¥ and could not have made
any declarations which would allow assumption that his
company was ready to turn over shipa. He insisted to
m3 that his statements are personul conversatlonal and
almost casual. I believe matter was not mature enough
to alert high levels. I am inclined to doubt further
development within this framework. Following Danish
events it would be well to assume Germ vigilance over
WOP shipping is intensified. Not repeated anywhere.

Solborg

NOTE: Corrected copy of CM-IN-123 (1 Sep 43) Gen Strong.
ACTION: General Strong
INFORMATION: OPD

Admiral King

CM-IN-140 (1 Sep 43) 04542 ems

bl Haer

SECRET COPY No. 4 5

THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN




SECRET
WAR DEPARTMENT 'S‘é\

CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

mw c sINCOMING MESSAG)

19118/30
EW

STCURITY CONTROL

From: Alglers
To: AGWAR

No, W B724, 30 August 1943

Plan outlined approved (for the personal attention of
Gapneral Btrunf WDGBI from Eisenhover reference your 6272
of A t 28th) provided ships concerned can reach Malta,
Tripoli, or Bizerte where they will be refueled for passage
to Gibraltar, refusled there and directed to proceed United
States. Alr coverage and escort can be provided. Malta should
be approached on easterly course. Request I be given detail-
ed information as much in advance as conditions permit.

No S8ig
FOOTNOTE: 6272 is CM-OUT-11687 (28 Aug 43) Gen Strong

ACTION: GEN STRONG
{NFORMATION: OPD

2 of 8§
Cd-IN-22935 (30 Aug 43) 18442 fbh - 1/' J
IN_T4 et the 24 “/l‘/j M
IV Wy deth~ 93 QL j
SECRET OPY No.,,

THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN




SECRET

WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

OUTGOING MESSAG

SECURITY CONTROL

Ixecutive Office G-2 MIS
WDGBI GVS/td

fugust 30, 1943

MILATTACHE AMLEGATION
i, ISBON PORTUGAL

Number G648

Pass to Kennan at once citing his 1906 27th August to
gtate, (Secret gecurity) in view of urgent importance of
matter and time element involved the following information
is given you direct rather than being sent through State
Department. )

Eisenhower was informed of subotance of your 906 and
states in reply that he approves plan provided ghipe can
reach either Malta, Tripeli or Bigerte at which places they
can be refueled for passage to Gibraltar and there fueléd
before proceding to this country. Air coverage and escort
can be provided by Eisenhower who requires detailed infor-
mation as early as conditions nermit. He likewise speci-
fieg that Malta should be approached on an Fasterly course.

It is requested that in developing this matter you deal
with Eisenhower through Military Attache who is directed to
place all facilities of his oifice at your disposal. If
necessary he may alsc utilize facilities of Military Attache
Madrid.

State Department is being informed of substance of this
message. We would appreciate being kept informed through
your Military Attache of developments end mcasage to Kennan.

Some doubt exists in our mind as to whether Malta should
be approached on an Easterly course or Westerly course. Be-
fore final action is taken check either direct or thrrough
Madrid with Eisenhower as to bearing.

Strong

ORIGINATOR: General Strong (State Dept)

LU/ H{f.tf*‘r__'
INFORMATION: OPD, C of §, wﬂ L 5
CM-0UT-12468 S 43) 20477 QGQPY No. <%

THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN




SECRET

WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

SECURITY CONTROL (-2--MI8, Executive Office
WDGBI/GVS /ml

August 28, 1943

CG ALLIED FORCE HOS
FREEDOM ALGIERS

Number 6272

Legation in Lisbon reports arrival of representative
of Italian Consulich Fteamship Company making contact with
Winchester of Pan American to tranemit the following in-
formation for Eisenhower in perscon from Strong WDGBI signed
Marshall. Following vessels are in Italian ports: Hex,
Duilio, Yuleania, Saturnia, Comte de Savoia, Giulio Cesare
along with a number of unnamed freighters. Company wishes
to deliver ships which are pgenerally in gocd condition t
our ‘authorities without delaoy for fear they be seized or

0

scuttled by Germans. They prefer that we rather than British
have them. Fuel iz short but they probably have encugh to
move from ] Italian port to another Agent expects to retwn

to Italy on August 3lst

Above is furnished for your information in the event
that you have not already been notified from Lisbhon. Eince
policy involved is .covered by general instructions already
sent you and since decision as to procedure must be made by
you no action will be taken here except Navy is furnishing
you full details as to ships in question. Attaches in Madrid
and Lisbon are entirely at your disposal.

ORIGINATOR: Gen. Strong

INFORMATION: OPD
3GS
LOG

CN-0UT-11687 (28 Aug 43) 14382 lee H on?
T =

w et

SECRET COPY No. 21

THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN




28 Auvgust 1943

From: Map Foom

To1 The President, Quebec, Canada.

Svpplement to WHITE 141. Navy hes supplisd General Eisenhower
with full information on the vessels in question and has plaoed

Alusnr Lisbon at his disposel for any negotietiona he may wish to

undertake,

Aupust 28 1943 2140Z




28 Aupust 1043,

From: Map Room

Tos The Prosident, Quebec, Cenada.

Rafareance RLACK 15.
Dispeteh from Lisbon ebout Itallan ships had already been
gent by General Marshall to Eisenhower for action. Admiral King

has bean informed.

fapust 28 19435 1917Z

DECLASSII
E. O. 12356




August 28, 1943

From: The President, Quabee, Canada.

Far: Colonal Hammond

Reference to WHITE 139.
Ask General Marshall and Admiral King how the dispateh from

Lisbon ebout Italien ships is being handled and say that my im-

pression is that it shovuld be hendled by Eisenhower.




M DEPARTMENT OF STATE

THE SECRETARY
SECRET PAPAPHRASE August 28, 1943
From: Lisbon Deted: August 27, 9 p.m.
Telesgram no. 1906 Ree'd: August 27, 10:57 p.m.

There has just arrived in Lisbon an official of the Consulish
Steamship Company. He has made contaset with Winchester of Pan Ameriean,
whom he kmew in Italy formerly. This official's authority to speak for
the company cannot be questioned. He came to Lisbon in order that the
following information might be transmitted to the Ameriecan authoritiaes:

Following vessels of the Cosulich Company are now in Italian
ports: GIULIO CESARE, COMTE DE SAVOIA, SATURNIA, REX, DUILIO, and
VULCANIA. In addition to these there are seversl new freightera. Pas-
senger vessels have not been altered for other uses and the ships are
in generally good condition. The company wishes to deliver them up at
onee to our authorities, as they are spprehensive lest thay be taken
over or scuttled at any moment by the Germans. It is their preference
that we, rather than the British, take them over. They do not have
fluel for lone voyarzes, but it is his belief that sufficient fvel to move
them from one Italian port to another is om hand., It is his desire to
receive instructions as to how and where delivery should be effected.
On Aupust 31, he expects to return to Italy, but if necessary, in order
to take back our reply, he will postpone his trip.

Ports in which these vessels are now looated were not indicated by
this offieinl. Presumable some are in Trissts, Of course, the GUILIOD

CESARE is now engared in prisoner of war exchange, and is at Las Palmas

according to press reports.




I am repeatins this message to Alriars, in the event that it is
a matter for operational hesdquarters. The Naval Attache has besn
requested by me to obtain confirmation through his own channels. I
will be happy to transmit any reply we may care to make through

Winches ter.

KERNAN

Arerican Cherge d'Affaires
ed interim
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