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WAR DEPARTMENT 
C(ASSIFIED MESSAGE CENT~R 

INCOMING CLASSIFIED MESSAGE 

top SBCRE:C At&JG 

PRIORI1'r 

From: Supreme Headqua~•ers, Alltod Expedtt tonnry Forest, 
Forvard, Rhe1ms, France 

l'o: \i o.r Department 
Air Mints try Spec".;1~o~l'-"~~· 1 1 a Of'ttco 

ll)' : FWD 18}71 }0 H!U'Ob 191:5 

Ref n.o Pw"D 18}71 to NN ~JI. for Coab !.ned Chtef':> of 
S~af'f repeat f'or tntormstton to Pt~SO for Br1t1£h Chief'• 
or SLaf't' tro;a SHliEF Porvard aisnod B1senhover etta sm;r 
~1D h :!C~' IIUD:ller 257 ..:op SBCREJ.:. 

Rererence FACS 166. 

Au thorizat ion tor tne r •leaae or ~hese cratt va& 
given b1 tbts R~adquartera to the Deputy tor N~vy SHJEF 
~ll seton (France J on 27th Mar ch. 

He vG.s directed to mako t he nD.COftOlU'T arrangemtmte 
vl Lh tho French Mints try of f.l&r1ne. 

End 

'1't·Ol'1Wm: FACS-166 is Ct>tUT-59742 (28 Mar 45) 09n. McPPrlaod 

ACIION: Oen. McPar land (CO/S). 

~·J Adm. Leahy, Gen. Arnold, Oen. Hull , GPn, Bl~aoll, 
Adm. King, c or s. 

OM-IN-321!22 ( 31 Mar 115 ) D'l'O: 302215A Dg)' 

'.l'OP SBCRBT 

COPY No. 
THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORSIDO£N u-tnu 

Regraded Unclassified



SECRET 
WAR DEPARTMENT 

CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER 

OUTGOIN(ip ~~~:~~c~efa ~~~ 
77500. Col. Peok. ~ ')... 

27 Mtu>ch 1945 ' -

Sup~ame Headqu~tors, Allied Expeditionary Fo~cea, Forward 
Echelon, llhoims, Franco 

Sritioh Joint lltaff Miaoion, lioahington, D, c, 

l'lumbo~: WAR::t 597 42 

TOPSEC book me3sage to SHAEF Rhoima for Eisenhove~ for 
uction, to~ssa ~o to Britioh Chief's of Staff for i n­
roJ'I:Ultlonz~cs l~from the Co:~~binod Chief's or Staff. 

!CAP 160 l a tho) referonco. 

Chief or F~ench Navnl Mioalon hore has stated that rour or 
tho motor la~3s ordorod by the German Navy and under 
con&tl'uotion 111 Heulan 8.1'0 ochedulod to l..d l'eady for action 
l!t end of I:Ol'ch, Be Gayo thoue four craft would be El c;reat 
help in French opel'at1ono nov in progreso on Atlantic Coast 
end ~equoats their l'eleooo t o the French !lavy. 

Roquect your vi ews immediate. 

End. 

O~IOINATOR : Gen. McParland 

INFORMATIOII: ,\dll, Leaby, Oon. Arnold, Oen, Bull, Oon. Blaaell, 
.\ci:D, King , c or s. 

CM· OUT- 59742 ( f4ar 45 ) D'l'O : 280201Z 

TOP SECRET 

. SECRET ~"~ 
¥£o7'~THC MAKING or AN EXACT COPY 0, THIS M~ .. AOC IS rORBIOOEH 

- " s• ·•••r• 

Regraded Unclassified



~ WAR DEPARTMENT t\ 
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENT'& 

INCOMING CLASSIFIED MESSAGE 

S·E-C-R-E-'1' 

F'rom: OQ Al~iod Foroo li"adqu&•toro , Alg1.oro, Algeria 

'l'o 1 ~ror Dop&t•tment 

1Jo: 

CG US Army For ces in Eu~opsen Theat er of 
Oporatione, London, EDgland 
Supremo Beadquartore, Allied Exp&dit1onary 
l"oroeo, Londpn, EDgland 
CO US Army Poreoa in tho Middle Eaet, 
Cairo, E:8l'J)t 

4 K&y ~944 

ibio 1e~ 6B~~ndor in Ch1of United States 
P'leet 8.1ld Cb1ef i Illi a1 Opero.t1ona PP1/L9-3 of ~9th Apt-j • 
oor1al 001216 to Co:bined Chter o or Staff Br1t1ob Admlrel~y 
Dolegotion \oruhi.tJgton Cccma.nde7' 1n Oh1of Tledlterr anec.n 
,~&Odor 8tb P~eot and PAn 35U refer. P4l436 s i gned Wi1oon 
:!.to FlllUfA to f or ao t1on AO\orAR 1'or C0111bined Ch1ete of 5 t G.fi' 
and USFOR fol' British Ch1e1'e of starr t o 1'01• lni'o UllAPn iE 
lJNIT)r London. 

French at ~giere et &to Toury1l1a oo~d prooeod 
!•hertB under ovn ote&'ll • .l They havo uot r oquooted t hAt ah" 
uhould be r~f1ttod at Bt corta or Allied port and hAve alvaya 
been dotlnito that vork r equi red could not be carried out 
tot DaJcar lrt.tb pi'oaent reoourcoa ani! por eoan&l. Latter CN)­

not ~ apuod troa olaevhor a in tbia the&tN> 

2 l1y recot:ll:sl'ldat1on in lfAF 68~ vaa b&llod on @ove. 

3· I t 1e oon.a1de rod thAt ro~~~ .•a t o tbh eru1oer 
atte o.t no tp;porfennn et fht a or !£!oJ •ts;e of tho '!!I" ao4 
tJmt e lQ)snd1 turo or IIIAtert a 1 11114 ert or t reoutrod t o put 
ahtp into runnjng or~er t a unJuet1t1od aee PAM 350 . Further, 

5·£-C·N-.;-1' 

COPY NO. 5~ 

THI: M AKI NG OF AN £XACT COPY OF THIS M t:SSAG£ IS FORBIDDEN 

Regraded Unclassified



a WAR DEPARTMENT fa 
C!"ASSIFIED MESSAGE CEN"i'!R 

INCOMING CLASSIFIED MESSAGE 

8-B-C-R-Z:•T 

Pap 2 
PrOGs 00 Allied Poroe Hoa4quartera, Algiera, Algeria 

1101 4 M&y 1944 

&e the ol1aat1o oond1ti011a at ~r are bad, Tourville 
&hip• CCIIIIP&II7 1e due tor relief' Wld the ebip om atoam, 
tho C011b1Ded Cbiet'e or &tart a&J be 1nol1ne4 to reoon­
aider their 4eo1a1on and &llov her to prooeed to B1urta 
to paJ ott. 

POO'l'NO'l'E : NAP 681 1a CM-Ill-1!:>678 (21 J>pr 44) CC/S 
FAN 350 ia OM Ill-'(345 ( 17 Mar 44) CC/S 

ACl'IOli: CC /5 

.llfFO Oen Arno 1d 
OPD 
Gen Bissell 
Adm. KinS 
:Log 

CM-IN-3379 (5 Mny 44) 0912Z jb 

S-E-o-R-1!-'r 

COPY NO. !' 
THE MAKING OF AN £XACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE 15 FORBIDDEN 

Regraded Unclassified



SECRET ~ 
WAR DEPARTMENT 

CLASSIF IED M ESSAGE CENTER 

INCOMING MESSAGE 

rro.1 A1a1or• 
TOI WAR 

.o. 11,.257/ 59915 @ " ...... 1"'-' 

Pr0111 AJIIQ t o AOWAll t or OCII*S.-4 Obl.et'tl rl Stan tAIPCII 
ror Br1t1ab Cb1o.f'o or ltett 1Dto ~ (atd .. et pue) talft 
~4oo •o-11,257/59915 031126 • ._ vu- e1te PJIIDIA, 'l'bf~t ,....( 1 
1e lAP 6 37 • w 4! ~~...,. 

Preootl ... rut .. ro '!oiD'd l lo, DaliA;• u4 aut,..('-
1o '""' bad oraeto. TOID"91llo .-qufNo tlo1lora re\ldllac, 
J)uQIIOODO ' bofloPO J'Otllb1118 u4 aiD ..... _ MCI'-ttod, 
slli'f'roo 3 bo1len, 1 .so, a -us-,-, .-4 a 4w 00116ft-
.. tubtng. All NQIIf.re roanal ot PGO"Uoe ot oalt 8114 trellll 
water p1p1q, -•1 ot 1orso puot ot o~vle .u~, _. 
llllou t 5~ ot oton buoboo requbo -.fla& . .U 319 Nf'fto . 

2 . , ................. ~- ............. h..,.. 
Ylllo u 1.t to boloa4 ooDUtUUoo ot Dollu DP OaOIIIIJ.MM. 
~ etote tbot t'OurYtllo, whJ.eb to tbo -•t, will IIIIII'U7 
.. - to 'bO opeNUoeol . 'l'b07 llaft MDII s.r..-. 117 c "liN' 
1D Cbtot lle4f.tcJnena tbot '110ft -•t lie otuto4 ot ,..., 
dUo 'bOt'Oro oa'- ot 1'" ot tile -lleot . tbto So JrOI*IlF 
u optsatotio •t.ew, owla8 to ,...._ ot NJP7 11eM7 NJIOlr 
o-st.M~to rttr n-1• ot- s..par ..... lD tbo- ottOI't . 

3. Adllbalt7 ooeoldlllo tbot obllle llloaU 'bo llllpt Plac ... 
(Put 2 t'Ollon) . 

CM-~·3010 (5 ... --) 

Regraded Unclassified



/ SECRET -
WAR DEPARTMENT 

CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER 

INCOMING MESSAGE 

Froa 1 Al8iePe 
T01 VAR 

JIOI ¥11257/59915, 3 Jluob 1~ 

Put 2 .APIIQ llo. Vll257 /59915 031126. 

Loq u poedble Y1thout 1'8J)a11' uee-pt t'l'• 100&1 
PeeOUPcee • aDd 'llben no 10Dp1' opet'&t1caal. taleJ e"ouJA be 
laid up aDd the cl'ewe ueed eleewlle1'8. II r.queet dec1e1CIIl 
on t'utUJ'e ot theee c1'U1ee1'e. 

SECRET COPY No. 

THC MAIUNQ OF All EXACT CO,_Y 0' THla MCSSAGI: ea FOR81DOI:N 

Regraded Unclassified



NAVAL MESSAGE NAVY OE,ARTM£ 

OIWlU mtMSlOM IIIIMO AIIOUISW --
no• COOPER (ALEXANDR IA 

ULUSIO IT-----

om 2ll NO VE!ABER 42 

) .. PIIO!ITT 

~ OPIIAV ROtJlll NE 
• e OlfiUIO 

TO~ COOUOOM __ 1:71..4.:.7,___ 

KEI)RNEY/H ILL 
OECOOEO IT 

.. P!IO!ITY - ~ 
~ IOU TINE • • 0 
~ ouuuo !!; 

P&IAI'KW£On 

lliO.tAT( IT ASTUISl JJIOIUUU roa WHICH Al41l O£UvttY J.S SAOSUCTOIY, 

LT KELLY NCR 8946 S 

UfillUS OTHUWIU IMOICAT£0 THIS OISPUCH WILL 1£ TUHSMm£0 W1TH D£fEUtO P~!I,CI~OI~N~CE.;.,.==---

ORIGINATOR: Fill IN DATE AND liM£ 

TUT 

DATE 

GODFROY NOT SY:.I PATHETI C JO t Nl NG U S BR ITI SH 

DE GAULLE OR DARLAII . Pi!ESU,T 1.TTITUDE ONE OF IIIDEC ISI ON. 

EXPECTED HE RECEIVE LETTER FRO:J D1\RLAN TODAY. \'I ILL OE 

GIVEN PERIOD ONE OR 1110 DAYS FOR CONS IDERATIOil . AIITICI PATE 

ESTABLI SHMENT OF MORE DEFIN ITE ATTITUDE END THAT TlfAE. 

16 ••• •••• ACTION 

COU INCH • ••• • 2~••• • •~• ••• • 1¢ •• •• • F ILE. 
2912C~ 

... 
SEALED SECRET 
Ma.lt• orla-laal only. o.u,.,. to communlc•tlot\ watch oftie.,. '" JMUOr'h (S.. A,t. 11 (4) NAVR£CS,) 

Nt.lt 11'1 .... ., ..... , ..... , '"'"""' "'"" 

Regraded Unclassified



NAVAL MFSSAGE NAVY OEPAATM'"T------ --- ------OIAfl(l UlDmOIII IQMIEI AOOIUSUI N(C(OOfC( 

noM ...CODeEB - CAIRO ! 
~ 

mo.,rt 
OPNAV lOillH( 

lnWOI'I II 

_18 _IIOV _1942 
~ DUlAim 

OATt 
DDDD 

TOt COOUOOII --~ ! PIIOIIlf 

. iil 
OlCOOID IY __MALCQUIBON ~ 

IOITIIU 

~ 
( 

OEH IIUO 
,A.U,HUU O If HARRINGTON 
INOICAU: 1Y A$1UISI( .lOOIIIUSUS ro~t WHICH MAIL OELIVUY IS S.AYI$:rACT01tT, I 

.,... 

J.ALLEN NCR 1181 
UJ4l(SI OTHU*lU: INDICll£0 HHS DJSPATCH 'A'Ill 1£ TIIAhSMin£0 WITH Oftrlti(O PUCEOENt~ 

OltiGtN.UOI fiLL IN OAT£ AkD TIM£ 

tm 
CAl£ 11M( 

ATTITUDE OF VICE ADM IRAL GODFROY SUBSEQUE NT RECENT DEVELOP­
MENTS SUCH THAT HE CONS IDERS HIMSELF IN COU~AND FRENCH NAVAL 

UN ITS IN ALEXANDRIA AS INDEPENDENT OF VICHY GOVERNUENT AND OF 
DARLAN. CINC WED INFORMED ME THAT GODFROY HAS ASSURED HIM 

WITHIN THE LAST TWO DAYS THAT HE WILL NOT TAKE ANY ACTION AT 
THIS TIUE. ADM IRAL HARWOOD PLACES RELIANCE IN THIS ASSURANCE 

BUT IS DOUBTFUL AS TO WHAT ATT ITUDE GODFROY WOULD TAKE IF 
PETAIN GOVERNME NT TOOK SEAT IN FRENCH TERRI TORY NOT OCCUPIED 

BY QERUANS~ NAMELY TOULON AND FROM THERE ISSUED ORDERS TO 
GODFROY. ~RENCH NAVAL OFFICERS AND PERSONNEL IN GODFROYS 

FLEET VERY RESENTFUL AGAINST BRITISH AND AUERICANS BECAUSE 
OF REPORTS THEY RECEIVED OF STRONG ATTACK LAUNC HED WITHOUT 

PRIOR WARNING BY ALL IES AT CASABLANCA. IN CONVERSATI ON IT 
HAS BEEN REPORTED THAT THEY HAVE REFERRED TO IT AS A 

PEARL HARBOR AGA INST THE FRENCH. 

SECRET 
Make fric\llal ... , . O~U.-er ... «o•••abtle• w-alda •cu I• pt:I"MMI. (SN An.. 1$ (C) NA'VRECS) .... ___ ....._ ........... 

Regraded Unclassified



\ 

lf, lf,L ...... 

~ONFIDE'"~£'$-= 
!! ~ ! !: .:; ~ ! ! ! !. ~ ~ INTELLIGENCE REPORT 

8orial 1.7~ (llw\ ______ .. .. .......... l 

S•blocl bl.a\:1- ... ----· 
(K•'*- ......... •) IJWII!IIao .. -!Mow: .... ) t....._) ,.....,._..~- --UdoJ 

...,-< ......... -.ttJ ~of ..pOrl, -s.~..s... ........... ....., ........ , .......... , .......................... _, 
II'!IIII'DII ,o!ITU AIIIIJW. D•IIUlC00117, CQICAIIl!IIIO niE II'PJIIICK ~ 1'1' .::A!l/Ut .AJOA , 

• 
111 n ~rdS.al i nteni.ow bot_, t.be ...,i t4l4 a tatee 11anl Att.ach6 s l 'ten ~·r 

ADd .Adl.lJ'I.l d•Baroollrl, .,...•""''n.: 1ht hftcb net\ at. OP$bl&.,ca., th:~ Ado' l'!lll. 
Qlll'.-.od tiM> l~ ~ ooJrricUo••-

(a) "l'&ra appr'O'IIIl ot t.bo appol.l1\Doot fill ~ L.alv u '.bier o! 
Mall to t.bo l'rM1tla!rt.1 l...U.OC U..t ~ LM!v 1a at""' 
MODC! ot Proace. 

(b) ~ball o--h..-11 1D tbo hcltlc an:l111ll be r.ble 
to .Uo no tartl>or sa1- .... , po"-• in (lld..no. ~trnwr, IM 
.IJdAI l:3'ft p:o.llt«< b)' Ilia dl.ftrol.on ot -riO&ft lo o-r. >0 1Dt.o t l"' 
hcitio tM&t..,, 

(c) Tbo &i~ or- I'Nnoh -oell at •1-'"'ri.a would sol<e ..., 
l n"'potaloa b..-b in Franco~ e.{ r..u.,.e. 

(d) Eo PI'Qlob orow ..Ul ... r pol'llit tll&ir obip t.o 1>0 talc«~ o.,.r oy 
lbo Axto. 1,_, will ocuttl.o tbo ol"d.p tirot , 

(o) The Prenoh o.- at ~la&ndrl.a haft ordon to ..,oin a~rd lboil' 
•hipo 1t th<J Brltlllh ourt to ol.nlc th•, 

( t ) Tbo ntum ot the .n-n:tria -w to a port undar Vrono.h <ontN l 
..,lllcl 01'0&141 a . .... of 'PI'O-~ C..U<C D011i thO ,.,._, 

(a) Tbo ,...,..h- a cllot.iDotioa -~~ tho -••U.1as ot - ·, ...,.,:, u 
lbo o&iaan or lll'9'-au.u., wbi<:b &OUoo thO Ad&inl """'<IDi""" "' a 
atnl4¢o -tiT. and tM- <IM1N<>t1oo or ne:>ch llto .. , 
pro-v 1fll1ch -.ld be imv- 1D tbo &iJil<1De ot t.~o ""- 1• • • 
lJ,autdria, • 

_,_ 
.... _ ...... _ .. O.II.L 

llotoo ( *) lltto"mer-1 l'CJlCrt r.w: W'lloh 
th1n 3or1al 'WnD proJ)&rtd !.u en 
.lllo in ap-1.6-F-3 . 

Regraded Unclassified



FroaJ 
Too 

Subj ccto 

SECRET 
U.S. N WAL L IAISON OFF <"'"' 

eFPICf-of-t;I;S;-N..W.Al-OISU¥£.R 
SUI!Z, I!GYPT. 

c. s. l anl L1.aioao ottic.r. 
'I'M anet ot llanl ap.ra~1one, 

(Dil"ector ot llal'&l. IDklllc-). 

Inten:>ed ~ li&T&l. Yeuela (r orce X) , 
~ F.Qpt. 

l
a~ Ol':' • .t.Y Secl'et Diapat.ch 0)1846 ot JuJ.7 1942. 
b ALllSLO :roiZ Secret ~ oGo?OO ot Jal;r 1$142. 
c OP"JAV Secl'et Diapat.ch loo.)l9 ot Jal;r l9L2. 
cl WlS10 SUE:! Secl'et DUpat.ch l31S3S ot Jul;r l9L2. 

i! 
CCP,r ot Secret llle~e O.U....-.d .Ldld.ral Cc>cl1'rv S ~ lJII.2. 
~ ot Adldral c.<odtror'• ~to P.ar- (a) . 
1J.beral '!llhb !'nMlat'cm ot Dlclo_.. (::J) . 
~ ~ ClOI:Ib'O.T' • rwJl1T to lletlil"eDCe (c) . 
L1bcral ~ (llll&lllb) ot l'hcl.o""" ( D). 

1 . Ill arc!..- that tbe ciAai.la ot w • .-.part ..;, be eet !ort.h 
~~au rer-• oatl1lled a~~on 'rill be quoted boroi.D . 
'l1le blllb trmsl&t.1a1a ot ~ ~a Npliae to Refo:l"aiiCee (a) 
and (bJ are l1bual &nd it 1a rec- "** that hrtllur tranal&U.... be 
..cJe at o:n. Jleterc~~:e (a) we Neei...S b-oa OPU.t.'l on Jul;r h, l9la &Dd 
d1roctod AI !oll01r111 

A-d 1283 

Ull•"" 

~A VAl IN I ElllutNCE 
"to. Y ... r"' 

Regraded Unclassified
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) , n.terence (c) 111\1ch •• receind trca Ol'l!AV <11 Jill¥ 10, 19L2 
cUrected ae tollana 

(2) 

SF.:"> .... E 

Regraded Unclassified
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I 
,... 

.. .:T 

tl!lf J.T Tf!l TE.'llmll.'l'IIXI 01 Till QR rm:r ~ 
Ill! E5'l'OOZil TO Till Piii':JCII Pl»l'LI X PARE TUI 
UlllTED 5'1'!9 AIIO &IITXSII 00\'l:l:IIIEln'S .lCIRf:. 
TO PEIIIODICAL REL117 A!IO IIEP.l1'RIAriO:I OF 'I'IIE 
CR:nl API'IR TilEr IIAVll flJ:.\CIIl':l IIARl'Il!IQUE 0!1 
'I'IIE SA!.lll BASIS IIICII Q!Lll IIAVll OO'l'AllrED HAD 
'i'!IE SJIIPS Rlil.l.I.DIED A'l' ALEXAIIORLI. X P.l!IA tHE 
PREliiDE:lT PROPOSES Tl!Ar TliiS AlllWIODilllT 1m 
mt!RED D/'1'0 Illill3Pi01'IV! OJ' JIIETI!ER T!IB PALL 
OF ALEX.CIORLI. ~ DAIIliiUT SiliCI TH!lSI 
SliD'S ::tJULI) Ill Alfl' CAS! B1 Dl DA!lQER OP J::mii 
.L."'l'ACit Tl1l!:.U X P.l!IA DlloSl.IJCII AS Tll&SS S!IIPS 
ll.l VB Pllal Till J:illD~IIliO OCCUPIED .l SPECIAL 
A!:D AliE 110 I:l .l PIIIX:AillOOS SI'rU.l'l'IaJ rnll:f 
Al!3 llOT :rl'llill Till Ol'l::.'ll'l'IVB I')I)VI3IOilS 01 
TU1 .l3l.!I3'l'Ia Alll!mml'l' .l!r.l BJ:lCI mB PROF­
OS:Jl L.:.CIW:Zn' 0C1ULD :m !ll SAID ro Bl 
VIOU'l'IVB 01 Till .lORZt:!l2l!' X V:I(I:OR X 
ACXliO -'L!DQJ XX 

Oi':'..l'P 

4. It was aoeel'tained that c-nder T. v, Cooper, USU. Gaftl. 
Att&che,~can Legatian, Cei.ro, had retu:rn..t on c-.IIWig or Jlll7 ib, l942. 
COI'JIW!d.er Cooper waa c<li!IOUI>icated lfith at I-111a ca the follcndng 
monU.na(Jul,T U) wlloreupon he .,..,. to Sues and. """ handed a ctw or 
Rateronca (c) . CCCllallder Cooper 1med1atel¥ lett Suet !or return 11otor 
trip to I '""n1 J •• where arrangt~nente had 'been JUde tor him to 'be trnne­
port.ed liT a1r to Alamn<lria to dellver the meaaoaae aa contained 1n 
!latermce (c) to A<kliral. Ood!rO)'. 

s. llur1na the return oaotor trip to r ... n••, Ccn!ander Cooper 
•• 1nYOlved 1n an accident and. IN!terecl a brolcm am 4lnli minor~·· 
llhiob MCNAtated b1a be.1na placed 1n the U.II.S. I:oapital Sbip "l:....:ll" 
at 1_11 ... , The 11r1ter .. eub-ent.lJ' contactel liT the c·-·uvter 1n 
Cbiet, lr.odit....,...,.... Statian, io!orlled ot thU accidlllt - adrl.aed that 
Centt•er Cooper lwd instructed that he (the 11r1ter) lllKlW.d ~ore 
C&l'T7 out the ..Ua:1an aa autl1ned 1n Ratereaca (c), clal1 'l'8l'1na the .,..MC• aa prtll)&lWI II)' CemOZ>der Coopeir to Wral Oocltro'}'. 

6, Tbio .. accaapllahed the folloorin& IIOnl1lJil (Jul¥ 12) mel 
aa a rallollt Rat..--e (d) quoted •• fallon wu ace~ diepetchad 
to OPII.lV liT the 11r1hrt 

"3BC."Im' - ruomr - OP!I.l v 'I'm ZllllO 'l'llRBE OliB 
Uillll IELIVI!I!D OOOPER ELI'miTil FOR 'I'!WISl.II'l'T.lL 
OO!D'flOY X OOOI'l!R Dl IDt'O~ .lCCIDli%1l' E:IROIJ'l'i 
ISl.!.liLI.l I'JI)U SUIZ ILl!VUli'H SUWIRIJIO IJROlti:l 
AJliJ IIDIO!\ DIJU!liES PL.lCID COSITJ'.lL SHIP l5114UJA 

X &IZ D .LIVI:RED lmiS.I.OIIi OODrfOY 'l'IELFl'll X OODFROY 
IlGOJl!Z! lllVDmtr 5l!IP3 TO URTIIIIQIIB VIOL&1'IOII 
AXIS I'Rli:ICll AIQII!ITICE .lS TIW' SUCll IIUll.ll'IO!I O!ll.t ---­,_...- i"' ........ - ' 
~ ,.., t \ ..,_ S!CIIil' 

Regraded Unclassified



-
S -- - l L - .. 

""' -

- 1. -

s~er ET 

Regraded Unclassified



-
'" ~=' C 7 '":' T 

- I a 

8. CCCI 1t.d. 

~ .a:>e ~ perOGDal aat.LI!actJ.oa at t.be !l>:'iUell Nt,....ta 1n 

F.Qpt. Acladrol Oodtro7 atated that the llr1tbh oand-.1 the haoch people 

upan the AralatUe but that 00"1' thq (the ~tioh) ._.. 1'"oi.Jin1n& quicklJ' 

tl'al the OerDoaul" 8lld tbllt 1n IOOY1Jl& hie llbipo to a I>IIUt.rol part the 

•BriUoh wiohed to aavo taca• . 

P. Adllirol Oodtro7 a;presoed c~ di""JlJ'I"'Y11l ot t.ha Prea 

rr-1> ODd t.hb !eol1ns bod DOt 'bMrt ~ooed 1'7 tho &pPeor.r&r~Ca ot uzdh 

ot the Pl'M henoh rorcao 1n AJ• iiid>-1& (~ the eato:rn Dooert. h<:a 

571"1.&) who bod 'bacCDG iJ\YClved in tighta nth aebora ot hie orna CCI ohore 

l.l.l>olrt,y, and 1lbo are ~ •107&1• or Vicl\r Frcncb1and 1lh1ch ruulted 

in two ot h11 .IUD 1>a1na llhot and aari~ 'I!OIIlld8d 1'7 _. hM ~ !'roopa. 

Acladrol Go<1tro7 olljeeted to ~~~ hia aldol• to l:&rtinique CCI tbo a:row>da 

that 1t would p:Laca hill iJ\ tho -· cat~~:ory •• the ,....,, Frenob for tho 

durat1on ot the YCI)'aiO - would be I dir<lct violaUCII ot tho t...... ot the 

~ And.otice 1na""""" u it -wl raqu1ra puee:a tbroll:l:h the s.._ Conal 

and the can.....t ot the Jllied l!atiCIIl& at nr with the .lxio !'.,....., oni with 

ftCII his GoYertee\t w llltered into ., .lmistico "&M'.,..,t . Adroirol ~ 

otat.acl that in JaO'I1nol b1a lhips to e ne~~trol port, or l:&rt1n1que, the rolllltina 

conMqUClCao 1I'OUl.cl wen re-act unta~ !or tho t.nited Statoa and 0reat. 

Britain ao the .lx1a Powva would und011bt~ 4-.:1 on aquiYolont Dllllber ot 

French._.. ohipo nar intemocl iJ\ l'renc.'> porta. A<kdl'O.l ~ otroooed th1l 

point atatin& that bo ...,_. the ~~ WCIIIl.t1 •~C&D<~ ouch raru-at.icao. 

lO . It lljlpaared to tho writer that Adniral Godtro;y b not pw.tJ¥ 
concll'tled ao to the ototuo ot hia abipo llhoulcl IJ.oxandrl.a fall into the 

clll:ltrc.l ot the ac-n... llie ~. ratlectac1 that bl 14 \IDc1ar tho illlpraaaicm 

(or wishe!l to appear to 1>a UDde:' tho ~reo!licm) that b1a oh1pa woal4 roc.a1n 

iJ\temed in that port or allowed to procoed to ....., - French :lorth AMcan 

port for int.arm1ent, lhcult1 the Ganoan Forou ba lli!Ccaaotul iJ\ t his theatre. 

11. It 11 the writora illlpraoo1CIO t!l&t Adlo1r&l Goclt'ro7 intmcle to 

~ fil'll in hie present attitll4e to-n.rd an:r ohlnjjoo 1n tho port ot intorn­

-.t for tbl rr.no1a ...,. llhipo at A'.,...,.,.,.,. unla• ....m a ~ hall tba 

ov,>l'OY&l. ot 'l'1cb7. 

12. lD aocorclanea ld.th instructiona u cO!Itained iJ\ Woronca (a) 

the C ._. in Cb1at, llacl1t.crrmM&n Staticm ..U tho nc.a ot1'1cer rC:C' .. .,"', 

a.t1 S• ont1 Sun c-1 .&rea wra Opt W.......t u to actJ.oa talcon and raoulto 

obt<W\ed . In o~reaticn ;!.th .t.airal Sir R11117 liarwooci, Ca.aader 1n Cbi~l 
lladitarr......, Statioo, Adlliral ll&rwoocl ot&ted that ho &n4 Adroirol GocltrOT haG 

~ ..,_ 1Dto a •atrrt·l-n• acr'IPOCV l""'!U'din& the rr.>cb liaftl 

~· at IJ.ax.ondria ont1 the 111'1tC' pt'--1 that thia ocr- wa• to t'ba 

affect t!l&t n&ithC' ot tha 110\llt1 arcler theoe lhipo to """'" without tiret 

ccaoultitlil the other. 
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S!O<IEI' - s M.T 191.2. 

Sl.ro 

tb8 Pre.s.dct o! tho tmit.ed Stat. .. of J.Mr1ca baa d1.reet.ed- to 
wed"t.~ Wcma 1fll1 that. U.. tmit.ed St.atao Ooft..-Dt baa to:-m•ll7 
ectt hed Pra1er P111l'M L&ftl o! PMnco t.ltat t.lta linit.ed States 1a prep-
or .. to oUer aql>B tor FNo>ch ebiP• """in u~F.e:n>t· 

'!'be ~· 1IOIIld be ...J.nt.a1De4 in ports o! oautral. coomt.riea1 1111ch • • 
c...,...,, 1t t.ltat 1o cia sired a1111 1IOIIld a&1l ror .,c~> runrt.ra1 pono 'ria 

S""· 
tb8 Presidout Wonu that. thia o!fer 11 pr«<ioated upon tho 

ae<N~~~Pt1on that U.. rr.n<:ll ohipo 1n I] cu1!Cir1.& '1>&7 otllerwioe !all 
unc!ar Oerman control and that Wider no c1rcUilatanc•• will tile llrUioh 
wtboritiea pcm:lit your ohipa to bo ..tun>*~ to French porta. 

Tl,. Praod.dent turtbur <lireota to Wol'll y<n that be i s prepared 
to otter aql um Cor y<nr ohipa, attar eonouJ.t.aUon 'llitll Briti oll authority, 
1rraapect1n of the ult~to <ntecu o! tho proiHII1t cootllct 1n FcYPt• 

'i'be 11tdted states o! America pranta•• to retllrll tbeoo ahipo to 
FranCa otter tho ...-. 
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Alux.andrie, Dl.manche 5 Julllet 1942. 

a la ccc:::un1cat1an re::dse lo ) Julllet 191.2 au 
eident des Et.ats-llnis d' Al:lerique par lo 

Lieutenant Jolm J . 111lkini!Oil - U. S Na.y. 

1 . - Si 1101\ saomornoaont ... prescrit d I aller en Al:lerique dll Sud, 
j ler.ecuterai d 1un tel YOJ'&I!O avec des equiP&Ses tres redllits et 
dans 1 1 etat actual de mes navirea. 

J.!aia il parait peu vrais..,blable que mon gouvernEillont puisse 

'"" donner do tols orclres sans l 1aaaent1ment des Ccmdssiona 
d 13I1>iet1co. 

En et!et, si je quittais le port d •AJ.e:.,.ndrio pour prendre, 
sans l•autorieat ion de ces c~asions,une direction autre que 
cello d 1 un port francais - et surtout si j e paoaaie par le Canal 
de Sue•, co qui ne paut so !o.iro qu ' avec la conniveoce britannique -
alles no ..anqucraient paa de prendre cette action c""""e uno violation 
de l'a:tl.etice. n en roaulterait do desaetrousea canaequoncos pour 
la Franco. En outre lu pqs de 1 •axe pourraient axi8er en coapensation 
la livraioon d•un nacbro de naviroa do la notto !rancaiso equivalent 
a ceux qui aurai ont quitte Alexandria ce qui sorait beaucoup plus 
gr ave pour la cause amorica1ne et britannique quo l e risque 1nconsistant 
resultant, pour cetto co.use, de lo. presence do "'on ascadre, desarmee, 
dans un port !rancaia. 

2. - Et.ant donne los declarations aolennel.los !aites par loa alloo­
ands et lea italians dana 1 1arm1etico au sujet de la notto !rancaise, 
ot l ea reat!irmationa successives do ces declarations; 

Et.ant donna d •autro part,l•uaurance, qua tout le morvia doit avo1r, 
que jauio un naviro !rancais ne tCIIbora intact entre des l:ta1na etranaeroa, 
ce que le s<NTameaent !rancaia n•a cesse d 0attirl:tor depuio deux ana; 

Et.ant donne, ent1n1 que des garanti es supplecontairu, dont U 

pourrait otro d1s cutt d1aorct ... ent, pouvent sana doute etr e encore 
obtenues du souvemecont francais quant a l 11mmob1lisat1on des navireo 
de aon oiiC&dre dana un port francaia1 

il drrra1t etro clair pour tolls que la eolution 1a plue jueto coc::o 

la uUloure a toua ogardo - et la MUle pratique - serait - ceo garantioa 
etant obtenues - de la1sser 1a Force X aller ae rotugier a 81zerte. 

3· - En toua cao, en l 1&bsence d 1ordrea de man gouvornement, jo ne pourraia 
quitter Aleandrie que pour un port francaio. Lo sentiment de mon devoir ccaoo 

le respect auquel je auis t«m doo clauS<!s d tun amietico accepte par men 
pqs no me laissent pas d •autre po8111b1lite. 

- COPY -

Lo Vic.-Admiral Godtroy 
C!ll:lOialldant la Force x. 

( 
I 
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.ll.exandria09Wldq J~ ), 19112. 

1. U '11111 ~ ordera • to go to Scoath Allerlca I will n:tturall,y 
"".cute its ord r~ despite U>e great cl1tficult1u ot such a v~e 
wiU\ or"'"' 11111ch rocluoed and 1n tho pruent state ot r;q ohipo. 

art tbare ~· little like" hooft that '11111 Cloftrmmlt ocoali si•• 
• ~h ordera withcoat U\8 as- ot the .&noietice ec-iasion. 

Indeed, U I l.N.no the pori. ot .lle:xandria and otert aut, withOirt. the 
eutboris&tian ot the .. Ca:aiooicno, in a.ey direction except Ulet ot a 

Franch pori. - &n4 e opeeiall,y U I pa" through the Sues CeD&l, 11h1ch 
.,.., be dane anl¥ with ~ ccmd.Y~~:>Co ot the Dritilb - t.hq woW.d 
cert&inl;r coneider t.b1e a.otico as a 'l'iol.aticn ot the Araiati ce. !'rca 

it -..J.d ro1111lt. disastrous coruJeq~~ecceo tor France. Besides, the Axis 
Panro '110\lld be able to deoaaDd 1n eOIIII)an!l&tian tho doliwry ot " l1lllllber 
ot noaael3 ot the Fnmch Fleet equivalent to those 1lh1ch 'WilUJ.d bnve lett 
Llexandrill. 'l'hia (.......t) woW.d be a~eh DOre V&"• !or U\e Al:leriean &n4 

Br1tbh cauee t.Nn tbe ..Uer rialc to that- that woW.d ruu.J.t t:toa 
U\8 pre_,.• ot '11111 dia.noed 8qlladr<ln 1n a French pori. . 

2. -oranted., tho aolllliD daolaretion JUde !:IT tho Oeruns &n4 ltal1=3 1n 
the Anliatice cODCorninll the French Float, And tho aucceosive re-a!tim­

aticoa or thooe cleclareticmt~J 

ar-ted,co tho other bandotho aM~~rU~Ce tbat ..,....,..,.,. aot ha.,.., thllt 

a French ,.ssel will ....,..,. ! all 1nteot into tore1p ba.Dde, 111l1ch the French 

Govonaent baa nnor ceased t o otete for the laot t"" yean 1 

ar-ted,f~r!;:t euppl~ .,..._teea, 'llh1ch coul.cl be dii>Cl"Mtl.T 
d1.....-, coul.cl w1 doubt still be obta1Ded fl'c:a tho Prwnch Ccrremoent 

1n recar<~ to the ~b1llsatico or the .,..$llel. ot '11111 oqua<~ru> 1n a French 

J>OrlJ 
(Accorc!1,.),y), 1t ... at be el.aar to all that the 1:10at j'llat and beat 

aolutiao 1n all re~a - m:l the anJ¥ praot1cel ..,. - wcoald be that 
tba• cuanute.. ahoald be obta1Ded - t o let Foree I &<> to ten relll;;e 

1n ll1serto. 

) .-In AliT oa• , in tba ab- ot tha Cl'dal's ot '11111 ClonJDI8Dt , I eoul.cl 
l.N.n n ex•""ria anJ¥ for a~ port, l(y - ot dllt-7 llld tha reapeot 

1lb1oh I - eaWrteSA for tba JII"''fidau ot ... .t.m1DUce accepted 1!7 
'11111 oOWitry pre.at.a • DO oU>er oourM(ot action) , 

9'1-•.wtnl. OODm:lY, 
c=zzr11nc ,__ x. 
R.LQOin)Y. s Ec R r-
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Ei 0 .Uaxandrie, le 12 Julllst 191.2. 

REPO::S! au meaoa&e du 11 Julllet 191.2 du President des Etat~Unio d 'Acerique, 
tranaia le 12 Julllst 1942 par las aoina de l'attache naval o:.erieain 
en fc7pte. 

La proposition qui rn1est faito cl 1aller a La L!artinique pout evidomcont 
etre conaicleree avec beaucoup moine cle reservea que calle de rejoindre \U'\ port 
sucl-arnericain,puisqu'il s•agit cstte fois d'IU'I port francais. 

JJais son acceptation ne paurrait malhaurous!Jllent cviter que subsietat 
un cote trea dclicat. de la situ.t.ion1la necooaito cl1 avoir recours pour ce 
tros lang voyaae a 1a connivence, aux ressourcea ot a l 'aide conatante de 
nationo on guerra avec leo puissances cia l' axe. 

De co fait,le deplacment en diocusoion prondrait eviderm:ent,pour ceo 
puiuancea,le earactere d'uno infraction patent& aux stipulations cle l•armistice. 
Or je sub st me sais personnellement lie par ceo stipulations. l!1en llberer, 
ccc:e y inviterait 1• opinion eocpriJ!oee au dernier allnea de la cCll:l:t1lDication 
qui a 1eet faite, (aoua pretcxte que la eituation de moo escadre 1'~ abe 
des le debut ll&teriell......at a 1•ecart de toute action des allecands at des 
italleno,l 1armietice ne s1appllque paa 11 elle),eerait adopter cnvers 10on pa.ys 
la aeme attitude que celle qui a pousse certaines de ses colonJ.es a cesser, 
sous 1•1nfluence cl 1une argumentAtion analogue, de reconnaitre l•autorite de 
l 1f:t.11t !raneais. One telle attitude ne peut paa etre cella d 1un of'ficier 
responoable d •une escaclre at qui tiant 11 rester ausai fidele a sea devoirs 
traditiaMelo que loyal envers sa patrie, 

n est vrai, toutefois, que la conolusion du voyage retablirait dens la 
suite pour man oacadre et pour moi-memo una pooitian do loyalisco,puioque Lot 
l.!artinique est re:Jtoe fidele au gouvememant legal francais. l!ais cstte conc­
lusion aerait lointaine at, entre temps, le depart et le voyage auraient of'.tart 
aux puieaancoa clc l' axe le pretexte qu • allaa n • ant pas cache etre prstes a 
oaisir de declarer l'ar!Oiot1ce viole par nou.,.....emes,avec tout ce qu' uno tolle 
declaration pourrait ccaportor d 1ex:1gencu nuisiblea a la Franeo st aussi aux 
interata britanniquea at zericaina. 

n est done 1m:!ique qua la decieion relative a un deplacec;ent n entuel. 
de 11001 eeeadre vers La J.!artin1que eoit prise par le OouTernecent francaia,qui 
aeul pout 1 1 &a511Rar en toute c6nnaiaaanee de causa, at non par ooi. Puisquo la 
ca::unicati<>n a laquelle je repanda n•est qu'un double de celle qui lui a ate 
reo:d.ae,il est actualllllent avarti et ne u.nquara paa,je J 1en(7) crois assure, 
de 1 1 onviaaaar dans 1' esprit le plus conoillant. 

Je n•ai donc,en ce qui rne ooncerne,qu1a atten<lre lea resultata de son 
action. l!aia j•ajoute que je continue a conoidarer qu'il doit y avoir uno sol­
ution qui perrnatte de donner,dans un port frane&i.o da l'Afrlque de Nord, dea 
saranties equivalentes a oalles quo pourrait otfrir le oe-jour de mon esoaclro 
" La llartiniquo, 

- COP Y-

Le Vioe-AI:W'al GODFROY 
C~t 1a Force X 

R, E.~·-......., ._ 

'-
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.UIIX&Ddl'ia, Jl>.l,y l2' l9b2. ·-, 

'!'he PNJ>03it.iCift 'Obich 1e ...se to .,. ot co1Jls to At.rt.iniqua oan 

C'ddentl,y be conoidered 'fith rllCh l .. s ,_.... ~baD tbat ot proceedina 
to a South AloSrican port1 a1nce now a French port is ecr>oarned . 

~ aceept&Dco of th1a propolit1Clll ,.,.,.u Wlbapp~ ~ mean 
noclect ot a Y.r"7 clolicate ll1da ot the sl.tuaticG(acr> accept.atJ.Clll 

ne J)OWTait ~~cent enter qua Slbsl..tn "" cot. tl'lla dellcat 
~ l.a llituat1Clll), tbat 1s,tbe neeoNitT ot resorting tar web a lone 
VO)'IIIO to tbe oOM1VIlllee1 to the reaoureoe an;.l to the oon~t a1d ot 
the nations at war with the Axb Powers. 

Fl'OOl tb1e tact, the ..,,eewt un.lar d1.8cN.5e1011 ,.,.,.u ~ 
u..-, tar tlle:M ~a, the characttlr ot a pat.nt 1ntraet1cn ~the 
Ar111st1oo .Upulat10111. Indeed I -, aocl I len"" II1"''lf to be1per~ 
bound by these et1pul.et10118. To tree ~~r:oelt troa tba>1 as I a invited 
to clo by tho op1n1.al axprused 1n the last eJ.A\ute ot the o()llellllio&t.ion 

ude to •(under praterl that oinca the llituat.icr> ot w:r equadroo baa 

been ll>bstant1ell;r 31nea the be8im1nc bc)'ani1 the ~ (ai:M a 
leo&rt)ot all oaatrol by the GemaAa end by the IhHan•, ..rl that 

theratore tho ~ice does not appl,y to rq IIC!Uadron) ,110\Uc! "-> to 
adopt tOWliNe rq country the ,_ attitude ae t:hat lllll.Ch has eauoed 
certain ot ita colcmlae to dem', under the 1ntlu011ee of an onolouous 

ar.-nt, rec<liDiit.icr> ot the mr(horitT ot tbe French nat1Cift ueh an 
etUtude could not be aclopt.cl by m otfieer who tow b1a re:r;>OilS1b:U1tT 
t0Rl'd5 b1a llqll.lldran aocl - t.rwlta to ...-in ae .f'aitbl'lll to his traJit-

1011&1 dut)' aa be 1a 107&1 to b1a country. 

It 1s t.Ne, nonathale ... , tbat tbe eODClusi.Clll of the VO'J&CG 'tiO\Ild 

reallt 1n both w:r oqll&dral ADd w:ralf r=d"'"C lQ1U, 81nco Jotart1n1Que 
baa ..... ,., taitbl'lll to the 1.aflll rr.ncb ~. out tba t81'1dnat1cr> 

ot tile ~· would be tar 1n the fUture end 1n tile ~ille,llr departure 
an4 tb1a t.r1P would otter to the Axle Power a the preterl1 wb1ch tbq b&Ye 
llhowed t~al.Yea anxious to 1'1nd, ot deel.ar1na the ara1on.1ee violated tv 
ua, witb all that WQb a c!aelarat1cr> would invOlve ot raaultlng haria to 
~.ADd abo to Britain end .a.er1oan intC'aato. 

It 1• then 1nl!1oat.ad that tile c!ae1sl.cm relat1n to tile n.ntual 

IIOY-.at ot w:r lqUIIdrca to ~ ahCNl.d be ude by the French a­
Mat, 'Ob1ob alcoe can 1Mb tbe deei.S.co with fllll lalowledc• ot all .taotora 
(cconai-• cia -..), end not by ... Since the o_,_catJ.oa to 'llb1oh I 

rapl,y b Cllll¥ the &;pl!oat. ot that ...t to the rr.ncb Ocrfer~!L1e -
aoqu1meci with the Mtt4r ADd 1l1ll not .f'a110 I t eal _.., to the 

propo.S.t1on 1n the -at ooac1l1at..,. epirtt. 

- l-
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R. ll. Clodl'lw. 

- 2 -

Regraded Unclassified



____.-.fiJll MESSAGE 

/o,:na 

UCIM .ttl .. n 111~1 

ttuauo ' ' --

oan 2!/. oiUl.'l' ~2 

lO. CODlii00M 1621/27 

orcooro n _AI LCULL£11 

PAJIA,HU UO IT QERif.lll 

NAVY DEPAATIII 
... 

UTtN11DN JiUMI£1 I DCUS.S!U 

• 2 
:t 

! Of>tiAY 

1- -.. 
" "' • " & 
0 
~ 

~ 

aERIIAN 27,"1-:t, IICII 851 
IHflUS OtHUWIS[ IND~U(O UUS CU"U CH Will l[ lfatrjt"Jlf'niO « lfH Dlr£111(0 ' RltEO£NtL 

mu 

pl[(£001(( ..,. pp 
lOili II( 

DlfU'U 

,.lOl l If 

IOUflPI( 

O[fUJ£0 

Gel 

rm IN CONVERSATION 26TH l iTH ADMIRAL HARWOOD COYWANDER 
IN CHIEF WED HARWOOD INFORMED HIS OPINION FRENCH NAVAL VESSELl 

ALEXANDRIA SHOULD BE ALLOWED PROCEED BIZERTE FOR IUUOBILIZAT• 
ION AND INTERNMENT AS DESIRED BY OODFROY. HARWOOD HAS REC• 

OWUENDED ABOVE ACTI ON TO BRITISH ADM IRALTY WHO FLATLY REJECTED 
SUCH. 

HARWOOD Of OPINION OODFROY I OUlD SCUTTLE SH I PB 
ALEXANDR IA HARBOR BEFORE SUBMITTING TO BRITISH ORDERS TO PRO· 

CEED THROUGH CANAL TO NEUTRAL PORT IN DISOBEDIENCE TO ORDERS 
VICHY. IF SH IPS SCUTTLED AND ALEXANDRIA FALLS SH IPS COULD 

BE USED BY ENEMY AS FORTS DUE SINKING SHALLOW lATER. HARWOOD 
OF OPINI ON THAT AS LONG SH IPS REMA IN UNDER COUUAND GODFROY 

THEY IILL NOT BE HANDED OVER INTACT TO ANY FORE ICH POIER AND 
BEUEVEI THAT IF SH IPS ALLOWED PROCEED BIZERTE1 UNDER AOREE-

MUT li TH VICHY THAT THEY BE INTUNED AlfD IIIUOBILI ZED l iTH 
FURTHER STIPUlATI ON THAT GODFROY REMAIN IN COMMAND, THAT RE· 

SUlTING REACTION AMONG ALL FRENCM PEOPLES ftOULD UORE THAN 
REPAY ALLIES IN LOSS CONTROL SHIPS AND FURTHER AID AND CO· 

OPERATION FRANCE BE FOR TH COM ING. 

HARWOOD ALSO EXPRESSED CONSIDERA BLE ALARM RECENT 

SEALED SECRET 
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(SHEET TIO OF TIO SHEETS) 
UHUU OTHUWI$( INOICUED IHU DISPAtCH WIU IE UI ... SMIO(O WIO. Ql,;:H:,:;";,::IO:...;,:".:;:l<.:;:IO::;I•:,::<L::._ ______ _ 

DUE t iM ( CCI OAIGIHUOR Jll\. IN OU( t.I•O HM;:,I __ 

1[U 
-

PRESS QUOTING PRES IDENT TO EFFECT THAT IN EVE NT BRITI SH 
ORDERING SHI PS THRO UOH CANAL , AM D ORDER IIOT 08£YED, BRITI SH 

BE JUSTIFI ED IN DESTROYING THEM. HARWOOD FEELS THI S STATE• 
lENT HAS DAUAGCD REl ATI OilS WITH GODFROY WITH WHOM HE HAS 

-aENTLEMANS AGREEMENT". 

I AU UNDER IMPRESS ION TH IS AGREEMENT BETWEEN HAR· 
WOOD GODFROY IS TO EFFECT NEITHER WILL TAKE ACTI ON REGARDING 

SHIPS WITHOUT FI RST CONSULTING OTHER. 

HAR WOOD EXPRESSED CONTENTS TillS loESSAGE TO UE I II 
CONF IDENCE REPEAT IN CONFIDENCE STATING HE DID NOT ~F~i 

• GARBLE . UNDERLINED WORDS BEING SERVICED. ~·• 

~IBUTI OII: 

~ •••• ACTION. 

FILE. 

SEALED SECRET 
M1ke orll'ihal oat,-. J>t.Uvn to ttmmunleat lon W4t c:h o l!lrtr In fli!UOn. (Stt Ar t . 76 (4) H AVHF.C!ot.) 

I f I If 
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4/IAl II USAGE NAVV OEPUTMI 

OU J1ll UtUfUO'I' KIJII'IU AOOIU1US "(((00~([ 

110M .1.1 IIGI II Qlll:'l 2 OPNAY ,,.,,, 
2 
~ aOUtlfli ( 

lU.UUO If -- a - 0 
~ DlrtU(O 

Ont 29 .. ~b¥ 1~ -
lOl COOlAOO!I! iA'J~/2, 

a g ,tiiOIIIIlY 

• 
OltODfO " XIATERS "' •oun,.r 

a 
e 
!' DUflt. (O 

r&UPMI.lSlO ll CD~~~' • um 
I" OlCi tl U &Sl(J1SK t.O'!lt lSUU ro~t WHICH JU.It DfUvtlY Ui S&fiSUCfOIY. 

COPELAND CORRECTION T0 .27033~ NCR 858 
TH IS IS 27~33, t~R 2157 

UJUUS Ol H(I\I;IS[ IHDICAUD UHS 0 1$PUCH W1U I( U J"$,..111(0 .-ITH O(rUUO 1• LC£0tHCt. 

ORIGUUTOII f1\l !H DATE U O J IM[ DAU liM[ 

HU 

FOLLOIING' IS REPETI TI ON OF LAST PARAGRAPH OF ALUSLO SUEZ 

27~33~ J,NCR 858) :(GARBLE CLEARED BY SERV ICE) 

• 

I f ~ I f 

HARIOOD EXPRESSED CONTENTS TH IS YESSACE TO NE IN 
• 

CONF IDENcE REPEAT 
TO 8E QUO'Tp)o 

. "' .. 

DISTRIBUTION& 

PiA• •••••••ACT IO. 
S/8 FILE 

ltl CONF IDENCE STATING HE DID NOT I ISH 

SEALED SECRET 

-

CCI 

Regraded Unclassified



12)0 July 14 

This message was shown by Lt. 

Mott to Admiral Xing; Admiral Cun­

ningham , with Admiral King' s approval; 

Admiral Wilkinson, Director ot Naval 

~ntelligenoe; and Mr. Dunn of the 

State Department. 

Mr. Dunn requested a copy or the 

despatch t or the Secretary or State. 

Regraded Unclassified



--AL MESSAGE 
NAVY OEPARTMr-·--------

• 1' • • • 

ou nu tn[J{SIQN MUttUa 

lOOM .t.l IIAI n .. OPMAV 0 

" ll 1 Ut.US(O lr - / !! 
0 &1( 14 .•• v 1.)'~ -
100 CODIIOOM -1.11 :)7 • " ;;: 

orcooro " llEI.AM.J,TYft 
• • 
i 

,AJIAPHIAS(O IY 
t ' " &un 

IHOI( Al( t l ASft ii iSK AOOIIUUU ro" WHICH ~UJl O[LIVU'( IS UfiSIAClOU, 

ROUTED BY LT FlA. TON 1'M5~ NCR 2~8 
UifUU OTHUW"( INOICAUD tHIS OISIATCH Wltl It Tl,ufSMitllD * lfH "6(';u ri_0 ' l ltCOtNCL -
0JICIN&101 rill IN OAT( AHO fllr.U OAT( fUll 

TDl 

PRI._,'TY 
JOifllt( 

ouu•ro 

N IOitlfY 

lO\ITUU 

orrruro 

OPNAV 1-~31, DELIVERED COOPER 11TH FOR TRANSMITTAL GO~ROY. 

COOPER IN MOTOR ACCIDENT ENROUTE ISMAILI A FROM Sl£Z 11TH 

SUFFERING BROKEN ARII IIINOf! INJ URIES PlACED HOSPITAL SHI P 

: ISUML I A. EYE DELl VERED MESSAGE GO~ROY 12TH. GO~ROY 

INF~IIS MOVEMENT SHIPS TO MARTINIQUE VIOLATI ON AXIS FRENCH 

ARMISTICE AS TRIP SUCH DURATI ON ONLY BE MADE COOPERATION 

ALLIED NATI ONS AT I AR AXIS. STATED ALTHOUGH MARTINIQUE 

"' 

LOYAl FRENCH PORT 8UCH MOVE PLACE Hill SAME POSITION fREE 

FRENCH .. ICH HE DEFINITELY DO£S NOT 118H._ STATES PERSONALLY 

BOUND STI PULATI ONS ARMIIISTICE AS LOYAL FRENCH NAVAL OFFICER. 

STATED UOYE TO MARTINIQUE PERSONAlLY MORE FAVORABlE TtiAN 

SOUTH AMERICA BUT DEFIIITELY AG.AINST ANY MOVE THROUGH SUEZ 

CANAL. INSISTS SHIPS SHOULD BE AI..LOIJED PROCEED FRENCH 
' NORTH AFRICAN PORT PREFERABLY BIZER!£. SP()f(E VAGUELY 

LAVAL STATING LAVAL SUBTL~ SMART AND HAVE SOliE SOLUTI ON 

SEALED §o~Nefitt 

Regraded Unclassified



~.~---l-M-ES_S_AG_E ________ ~~·-------------N-AV_Y_o_£_9A-RT_M_t ·-----------------

ou nu UT£Nl10N NUMIU ADOttsl((S 

rltOIIl &I IIIU n SUEZ z OPNAY 2 
:; 
~ 

lfilU(O It ~ 

e 
OUt . 

z 
1011 COOUOOM l! 

~ ,. 
ottooro ' ' 

w 
e 
;!; 

PJUPHitAS(Q IT 

INOICAl[ If AUUIU &OOIIUUU rOR WHICtt MAIL 0£l'l'i£11'f IS SATISrACTOU. 

PAGE 2 1215~ NCR 23~8 
UUU OtM!!'Iffll( lliOIUt(O hUl DfSPAlC:H W1U I[ Jtt~~tUtllllO 'II;IIM DlfU'I'(Q ,.l((OUICL 

ORIGINATOt OlL IN OAt( &HO fl~[ ---­

TEXt 

OAT( fiMl 

PUt£0£HC( 

PR I Ofll't'TY 
•o•n•t 

DliU"tO 

,IIORI1Y, 

I OUTINt 

OOEU £0 

TO MATTER liTH FORUAL REPLY UNDOUBTEII.Y FORTHCOUING AND Hf 

UUST AB IDE HIS GOVERNMENTS DECISION, APPEARS GODFROY 

ccr 

WOULD ORDER 8H IPS PROCEED FRENCH PROPER OR FREtlCH NOITH 

AFR ICAN PORT WITHOUT RECOURSE VICHY (POSSIBLE HE HAS ALREADY 

RECEIVED SUCH PERMISSION tl BUT WILL NOT ORDER UOVE THROUGH 

A CANAL TO PORT OUTSIDE SPHERE CONTROL AXIS. DEFINITELY 

DOES NOT IIIIH CAUSE DISPLEASURE AXIS. GODFROY PREPARED 

SHORT WR I HEN REPLIES EACH UESSACE IH I CH 8E I NG FORWARDED 

f f I t 7 

v" 

AIRMAIL DETAIL REPORT. THIS AND MY -6~7·· ARE ACCURATE 

SUMMARIES AND STATED REPLIES. POSITION CODFROY DELICATE 

BUT EVE AM CONY I NCED HIS DECISION FIRM II TH OUT ORDERS 

VICHY OR POSSIBLY DRASTIC FORM,~RESSURE. 

NO OTHER DISTRIBUTION BY NCR. 

ACTION: P1A ••••••• 
FILE. 

SEALED 

' 

SECRET 

Regraded Unclassified
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tall 
nt.11 tdrvu auat be 
oloerl7 perophr~acd be­
tore tdnc 01)1Sr~1cattd 
to an.ro:1c. (SC) 

Scorct~r7 ot Sto~c, 

fiuh!naton, 

TIUPLC PRIORITY 

1010, July ll, l p , o, 

(Pull) 
Yloi>T 

ll<>t<4 Jul.J 11, 1943 

Rco'd llt04 a.~. 

r eaw l..awl th1a oorn1ng ana trana~n1ttr4 to h1a th.c 

c.uaagc 1n the arns c 1nd1oaud 1n 1our 430, July D .. 

A14ni(!ht, 

W.v• 1 tb~c4 tht.lt bt rcsrcttull7 Md t o 1ntorm 

cc ~~ tbc rce1dcnt 1 a proposal uaa un•corp~blc ond 

Wt be ••• ocru1a tl"..!1t Gcrmn a nd ItolU.n oonec:nt 

there to oou.l4 ncvn· bt ~en! ·ud. He added tba t. \o 

aoocpt 1u.r proprailil th.r G(.r'Cilna would lntut tliAt 

an cquLvalcnt aDCUDt or French n~val toano,c ahoul4 be 

tent to a ~rcnoh hr.rbcr 1n ooou~lcd rr"nor. Kc wat 

not prcpl'lrc<l to aocrpt our atn.tcacnt to tbc cttcot thnt 

the pr?pou4 arro.ngcornt could not b e 1114 to be •dolo• 

t1vc or the ora1tt1cc asrcct~cnta and. 1nton.•r4 n& that 

1 ooul4 cxpcot trou hia o writtm nn•"cr not lntcr tho.n 

llon4or. M7 u . 

tlulr Wv~l'1, ~tt1tudc v.21 not tovor~blc to tbc 

----------------------------F-0~-·-M _____ '_~ 
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• 2• #1010 July 11, 1 p. m. troe (PGr1a) Vlcny 

propoud nrrnngtoEnt, hE rconrkcd 111 tb obvious 

eat1etnot1on tbot hE uaa glod to ace tbot our 

Government vtna vt1ll1ng to euggcat that French abipe 

ehould bt sent to n FrEnch port. 

NPL 

Regraded Unclassified



-- 0 SECRET o 

8eore~ry of S~ato, 

1\'uhln~ton. 

'1'11! l'LE PRIORITY 

1010, July 11, 1 p . m. 

(Par11) 

Vichy 

Dated ~ly 11, 1942 

Roc 1d llt04 a.m. 

I I&W Laval this mornin~ and trana~i•to~ to him th~ ~essa•o in 

tht~ ,.,.,... inl\\ca~1 in your 4ro, _,1ly 9 , aidni,.ht. 

l.aT&l af-.ated th&r he r•,...,.e .. f'\:lly h•,. to intora 011.~ that t.lte ro­

lldent•a ( • ) ~ropoaal ._, unace~otable an~ that he -.a certain that 

Oo~ and l~alian consent thereto could nt•or be obtained. He 

added that to accept our proposal the 1ormana would 1na1at that an 

oqui•alont t.mount of French naval tonni"O 1houlrl. be aent to a French 

harbor in occupied France . Be was not prepared to aooopt·our state­

mont to tho otfoot thot tho propoood ATr&ll~&:!lent oould not be add 

to be Yiollltho of tho lt.Tl:l1ot1co '"rroonnto llDd Informed !to t."-t I 

ooul4 expect trca h1a ll written o.n"'"'r not 11lter than llonday, My 

lS. 

While Lanl'o attitude -• not fll.,.orable to the proposed arrllD•e­

~ent, he remarked with obTioua l&tietaotion th~t he wae ~lad to aee 

that Ollr C.OYOTnllent -· rillin• to aur• ut that "renoh 3h1pl aho~ld 

be oent to a Frenoh port. 

TVOK 

• ''ap Jloom Note a Thia sho-uld O"do"U'btodly be "preah1ent '•" . 

SECRET 

Regraded Unclassified



FROl4 OPNA V 

TO : .JwU81tA> Glc!f!9 ,­

ALUo.NOB SUEZ. 

lULY 9 , 191.2 

PRESIDENT WISHES FOLLOli'Ill:> MESSAGE BE COMl.IUUICATED AT ONCE BY 

SENIOR AVAILA.BLE U. S . NAVAL OFl"'CER TO ADIJIRAL CODFROY. THIS 

SAME lolESSAGB BAS BEEN SENT BY STATE DEPAR'l'JI.EN'r TO VICHY FOR TRA.NS-

IiiTTAL TO LAVAL. ~UO'l'E . THE PREdiDl!NT PROPOSES THAT IF THE l'R!:NCB 

GOVERNkENT AGREES TliAT THE PRBNCH NAVAL UNITS N:>W AT ALEXANDRIA 

BE WITHDRAWN BY WAY OF THE SUEZ CANAL, THE GOVER1«Em' OF TH.E UNITED 

STATIS, BY AORJmiENT WITR THE BRITISH ClOVAIUlWBN'l' , WILL GRANT SAFE 

PASSAGE TO MARTINI~UE, WBT'.RR THEY WILL NOT BE USED BY THE tJNITED 

STATES OR BRITISH COVEIUIB4ENTS , BUT WHERE TI:IEY WILL BE D040BILIZBD 

ON THE SAME BASIS AS THE FRENCH WARSHIPS N:>W AT FORT DE FRA!ICE 

FOR THE DURATI ON OF ThE WAR , WITR Tr.X ASSURANCE THAT AT THE TERW­

lNA!I'ION OF THE \'.'AR TH2Y IHLL BE R!STORBD TO '1'BJ! FRENCH PIDPLB. 

Tli:E UI«TED STJ.TES AND BRITISH GOVERlAUlfl'S AGREE TO PERIOD­

ICAL H.ELIKf AND REPA'l'Rli'l'ION OF T8E CREWS AFTER TREY hAVE R.EACR!D 

.ILARTINI~UE ON 'IHE SAJiE BASIS WHICH WOULD HAVE OBTJ.INED HAD THE 

SHIJ>S R!W.l.NED AT ALEXANDRIA. 

TH.K PRESIDENT PROPOSES THAT THIS ARRANGl!lotEN'l' BE ENTERED I NTO 

IRRESPECTIVE OF WH.h"TBER THE FALL OF ALEXANDRIA BECOlJES IUiiNF.NT 

Sit.CE TliESE SHIPS WOULD I .N ANY CASE BE IN DANGER OF ENDo!Y 

ATTACK. THERE. 

Regraded Unclassified



page 2 

INASNUCl:l AS THESE SHIPS RAVE YROW TIUl BEGINtii!<G OCCUPIED 

A SPECIAL AND ARZ NOW Ill A PRl:CARIOUS SI TUATION, THEY ARE NOT 

WITI!IN THE OPERATIVE PROVISIONS OF THE A.RioiiSTICE AGREn!ENT AND 

HENCE Tl:IE PROPOSED .ARRANGD&:ENT COULD NOT BE SAlD TO BE VlOLATIVl! 

OF THAT AGRE»!ENT. UNQ.UOTE. ACKNOWLEDGE. 

01t" - ~I •1"­

'J""". t. . r.... < c.....-
J . L . WoCREA 

CAP'I'hiN, USN 

JULY 9, 2150. 

lo'J31" 

Regraded Unclassified



Julr g, U142 , 

AMEI-I BAilY 

VICHY (J'RAMCE) 

You ahould tr.natlli t to Lnal aa aoon aa po11lble a 
meaaage ln the following aenaea 

The Preddent propo .. a that lt the rr.noh OoYernMnt 

agreea t hat the r renoh naul un1ta nov at Alexandria be 

v1 t hdravn bT va'l ot t he Baes Canal, the OoYemment ot the 

Unlhd Statea, b7 ag!'le .. nt vlth the Br1Uah OonMIIIIent, 

vlll grant aate paaaage to ~lnlqae, where theJ vlll 

not be uaed b7 the United State a or Brl U ab Oonrftlll4tnta, 

but where the)- vlll be b!110bllhe4 on the .... baah u 

the rrenob varahipe nov at P'wtrt a. rnaoe, tor the dur&Uc 

ot the V&J', v1 tb the aaa11NJ\OI that at 'be ta-l nation ot 

the var thiJ v111 be reatore4 to the J'reneh people. 

!be unlte4 State• an4 BrUllb Oonl'ftllnta agJ"H to 

pel'lotU oa1 reUet an4 repa'rtatton ot the • ...,. &Mer 

tbiJ ban reaehect Martllllqttl on the .... ball' ~" 
obtalfte4 ba4 the lhlpe rnalne4 at Aleun4rla. 

!be Prealltent propo .. a tbat t ht. &J'I'IlftPIIInt be ente1 

1n1 

Regraded Unclassified



bto lrreepeeU n of whether the tall ot Al.e:a.n4rla beoo•e 
1-.iaeat, alnoe theae ahlpa would ln &ft1 o••• be ln daftrlr 
ot eaellJ aUack there. 

Inunoh •• the .. ab1pa baYe, tro• the bepnn1ng, 
oooupled a apeolal and are nov ln a pracarioua altuatloa, 
tbe7 are not vUhln the operathe pronllona of the a...taUoe 
agreement 1 and henoe the pJ'Opo .. d arranse•ent oould not be 
aald to be nolaUn ot that qre ... nt. 

PA/D JCDIAO 

Regraded Unclassified
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AS 
This ttltgrnm must be 
oloetly par~phra&td be • 
fort being communi cated 
to Myont . (SC) 

Stcrrtnr y of State , 

Washington . 

241, Jul y 7, 2 p . m. 

Beirut 

Dated July 7 , 19~2 

Rec'd ~ : 02 p.m. 

Am in1'ormtd by Chief British r.nd Frtnch nPve.l 

officers at Beirut that thie is to be Allied submarine 

bnat i n Mediterrant an. Ten or twtlvc submarine s ~rc 

expected here in nca r tuturt nnd about n hundred 

navel officers , Bomb1nca of port art rxpcctrd . 

Hr,ife is to be dtetroytr br.st , 

'Nhatcvcr battl eships wcrc in eastern Medittrre.ncnn 

have gone through Canal . I cot ,no definite stettmtnt 

rc cruisers but gathtrtd they hcvr nlso l eft thtst 

parts . English ncvnl forces nt Alexandria nrc in­

aisnificnnt but Frtn6h flttt is atill thtrc . They 

appeared to believe that Hrifn nnd Beirut could only 

be of adequate service for abort time and that if 

Altxr.ndr in ftll to enemy c.nd wert not soon rrcovtrtd, 

ships woul d have t o mnkt n brenk for 01br eltnr . 

GWYNN 

EJH 

-
Regraded Unclassified
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• 

G 

Dil 
Thi3 ttl tgl'= t:IUS t be 
~a?hrased before being 
co=u~ic~ted to anyone 
ot:1:r t h.'U'l a Gov crno cntnl 
ll(ltnoy. (BR) 

Secretary of State, 

Vloshinston. 

TRIPLE PRI OP.ITY 

ROSH 

986, July 7 , 8 p , n . 

(Pcria) 
!Vichy 

Dntcd July 7119~2 

Reo t d 8 :18 p . n , 

Laval sent tor n e ti~is o.ttcrnoon c t tiv£ o tclocl: 
• 

c~d i n the presence of noc~nt d elivered to c t a not e 

•;~hich h t rcquc~t cd that I trnnord t to tlj Gov crn:.cnt . 

The !'ollor11ns 1a a. oloo t t r c.nolat1on of this 

OOLll:ltU11oc.tion : 

" The !Tench Govcrnu cnt hc:d been appris ed or 

the l.::~n•icnn aide u cnoirc of July 3 concErning ·the 

!Tench naval squadron e~t .".lc.:~nnclria . 

Th£ pr oposCllo subn ittcd ti tre so inc.cccptnblt 

t ho.t it 11no justified i n t hinl:ins e~s 17Cla ste~ted to 

t h e Chr.rae d fAttaireo or the Uni t ed Stat es on July 

3 thc.t the Ftdtrol Govc.rnr.ttnt T.JUo t ho.vc drnun up 

t hia doCU.1 tnt btfort ltnrnins or the decision t aken 

by t h e Gtl'I:UUI and Itt~lian Govcrn1~tnta to o.bidt by 

the pr ov1s1ona 

Regraded Unclassified
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- 2- !7986, July 7 , 8 p ,o , troo PIU'ia , Vichy, 

tht provisions of tht :.ro1atiot Convmtion cmd 

not t o put fol'\1CU'd o.ny olo.;n 11ith rtsc.rd to the 

Frmch f lttt nt /,ltxo.ndrio., 'l'hia decision ho.s 
' 

bttn r.lt\dt knorm to the Ptdtro.l Goverm01tnt of July 2. 

In an ore>l deolCU'c.tion the Chc.rge d l /,ffe>i,;ea of 

t h e United St e>t u infomcd tht FrEnch Govcrru:!tnt on 

July 5 thD.t the Ptdtro.l. Govtrnn cnt onintc.ined its note 

1n the ttrns in nhioh i t ho.d b een presented, 

t..!'tcr this oonfirn.'\tion t h e French GovErn1'.1tnt 1s 

1n " pos ition t o e>pprteintt the full ~'tmt of t h e 

olo.ius of the Ftder:>.l vovernn mt , I t rtj cots thm 

rornnlly "" being oontrnry to the hon'r o.nd 1nttrtato 

or Fr:>nc£. ThE Ftdtral Gov trnl) tnt ia 0.\','0or£ that t h £ 

French Governn mt ho.s t h e ltaitit~tc prtoccupntion not 

only of ~~inte>ininG t h t Frtnch tlna on t h e vessel• 

Of i t S aqundron e>t /.lt::o.ndrin, o.l.l V £9S els Of ita 

ne>vy, but ~lao of i naurins itatlf its safety. Tht 

Ftdtro.l Govcrnnmt also J:non11 t hat c ontre>rY t o t h £ 

o.l.l t g:>.tions so often sprte>d 1n /.n<:rica thE Frmch 

GovernrJtnt ho.s never delivered nor ntt~pttd to 

deliver nny one of its nc.rahips to foreign poucra , 

Tht Fedtrnl Govtrn:·!t llt 11h1oh 170.0 1nt'or~l£d of 

tht dtois1on tnlcen by t he Gtrno.n nnd Italio.n Govern­

menta in nppllontion ot tht arr.dstic£ oonvmt ions 

cannot 

Regraded Unclassified
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-3- #986 1 July 7, B p , c . !roo P~io, Vichy, 

onnnot oont end that our ships at J.lexnnclria m.•c in 

d~.n:;tr of ! falling into thE hnndo ot Gcroan or 

It~ian nilit~ or naval to~oEo l , The corrEction 

as Tttll c.o tht prEcision oJt the Q£rnDJJ nnd Italian 

r£!]l1Es should not ptr::dt the Fcdtral Govtrnotnt 

to adopt ouch nn attitude which ia in your totir.J!!.t E 

vis n vio the French Gov~trm.tEl1t • 

I .t the FtdEral Govtrnocqt io no it olains dtoirouo 

of snftgu~ding thE int trtots of tht French navy it 

t:ould not hnvE refused but on tht contrnry ''ould 

h.~vt facilitated thE dcp~turE of our vtsntla froo 

hlt:mndria t o11Mds a FrEnch port , thE Ptdtrc.l Govtrn­

ntnt in ask1n(3 thnt our rtnrohips bE directed tonard 

a l sceurc l /.r.tErionn port of nsylw:t adv:mcts a clail:1 

that is clearly inconpc.tiblt uith French obligntiono 

under thE /..rr.liotict convtntions. 

ThE FEdErnl Govtr n=>tnt on thE otbtr bruld in 

for~~lating ouch a d£cand casta n slur on thE 

dinnity of PrancE . Tht French Govcrnocnt cnnnot 

al:lOflita 11ord to bE doubted :It a tint \lh tn it rtn£\10 

its resolution to r.l!!.intnin all ita unr vtsstls undtr 

the Prmoh flag , The Fcdual Oovtrnocnt tails to 

appreointt 

Regraded Unclassified



• 
--4• ;;19861 JUl)' 71 8 P otlo n>ot1 Pnria , Viohy, 

npprtointc the trnditiona of honor of the French 

llo.vy \7hich o.lon c intends to ensurE t hE aat cgut.rd of 

thE vcsotla nhich the nntion ho.a cntruotcd to ito 

cnrE . 

The French Gov=tnt tal: ED not t tho.t the l.ocrionn 

Covtrnotnt dtclnrea o.s juotifinblt t;,.c destruction of 

French vtoatlo o.t f•l£7.nncl:.•in, \It rtfuat to obcy t hE 

orders of thE British f orcco , 

Tl>t French Govcrnnmt niohEo once o.::o.i n to atrcos 

the c:trmc gro.vit:y or the conscqutnce nhich uight 

rcoult troLl o.ny net of violence occuring o.t /.le:':D.lldrio. 

nGninot the French nnv~l f orcco . 

The French Govcrm:H:nt notto with regret tha.t 

Presidtnt Roos cv~:lt docs not bcoito.t E to o.ssooio.t t 

hiwltlf in o.dvnnc e nith th£ bEo.vy rtaponsibilitics of 

tbooe nho in contECpt of Dilito.ry honor contECplntt 

a cric1nnl o.otion ngo.inot n dioo.rntd oquadron. 

/..nothtr outraae, tollowin6 tbo.t of Ucrstl KEbir, 

ohould on thE contrary wtiCh htnvil)' on the consciencE 

of the /.r.tEl'ionn people. 

F'rnnce ho.o o. right to be respected, " 

For the oo.kt of nooiU'o.cy I 1rl.oh t o point out 

thnt whm I delivered the a iat of the Depo.rtncnt l s ~13 

of July 

Regraded Unclassified
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- 5- {J986 1 July 7 1 8 p . u , 1'ro;1 ?nris 

1 
Vichy, 

or July 4 , 3 p .~t. to L:'.:;nrdc (Enbo.osy• s 973, / 

• 
July 5 , ·~ p , n , ) I gnvc hll1 an c;;o.ct verba.l 

trru1sla.tion of its o tconcl pnr~.Jro.ph,. I did not 

(rcp cr.t not) ao.y thAt "the l'edcrnl Govcrnrttnt 

l~:.:linta.in ed its note in thE ttrtlll in nhich it hnd 

bEEn pr£srnttd . 11 

~UC:t 

CSB 

Regraded Unclassified



NAVAL MESSAGE 

~"' 
NAVY OEPARTME 

En oma.N NUIIIt£1 tOOU UUS " lC£0tNt l 

I f I t f 

r~o• .ll IIRI n . Sl£l • " :: 
PPW,PP 

u l Oili .. ( • OPNAV I U.Ul i O I f • e oorn ro 
OU I ~ .Ill v 1 cw.~ -
101 COOUOO• 22M/4 " 'IIOJin' 

~ • 
FERNIER 

.. IIOUIIIii( 
O£C00(0 U • 0 

~ OlflUlO 

PAJIAPHAUtO I -I~O IUU f't ,\$1UISK A.DOIIUSUS fO il. WHICH MAlt OW YtiiY IS hfi$F o\C10~Y. 

GARTH ~1421 NCR 6867 
:.:UN~II~U~O~IH~I~OW~II~I ~IN=OIC~·~TI~O ~IH~II~D~II~PA~IC~H~~~ll~l~t~II~··~·~MI~Il~ID~W~If~H~D~H~IO~l(~O~··~··~·~O[~Nt~L-=----------- -
:.:••::;:IO;,::IN::,:U:,;CI~I.;.:,Ill:..:;:,IN .,::D;_;Il.:;,( ;;:~>:::,D_;;fi;;;M£:..,. _______ __:0Ul tiM{ ••• 
TUl 

ACK NOILEnr< RECE IPT OPNAV -31846 IUUEDIATELY 

COMPLYING DEL IVER PERSONALLY GODFROY. 

EliEUY PlANES OVER SUEZ AND CANAL EARLY UORNING 

THIRD FOURTH LAYING UINI S. CANAL PRESENTLY BLOCKED. INDICAT• 

IONS IJ irU NG YI ILL CONTINUE. . . 
REPORTS INDICATE BR ITI SH POS ITI OI~ RE BATTLE EASIER 

OUT STILL EXTREUELY SERIOUS. 
THIS OIIL Y CODE I 110ft IIOLD. I ILKINSON . 

DISTRIBUTION: 

REC COPY: ,1A ••••• COU INCH(4) ••••• 
SHO COPY: 1 ••• ••• 13(TO INFORM STATE DEPT) ••••• BADO(ADUo 

CUNN INGHAU)PERSONALLY ••••• 

SEALED ~
1

·:5~e'RET 
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.)l MESSAGE NAVY D£PAATMI 

Ul£N$10K HUMI(I AOOfiUSUS 'RlUOUICl 

110M OPIIAV ~ 
pp,.,.,p 

ALUIIIIA CAIRO 
T .S.IILKIIISOI :1 lOili,.-( 

R(LUUO If ~ ALUSNOB SUEZ (l(f£.1111[0 

OtH 3 JUlY 1~. --
1846/3. & 1'1.10·"' 

101 COOUOOM. 0 = ... i .JIO.TUi( 

0(t00(0 11' II 
~ DEH.IlR(O 

,. • .,.uuo o.cERIIAI -
BERTHOLD 

UIILUS OIHUWIS£ I NO ICAI(D fHIS DIVAtCH Will I( "•JrtSMinlO WITH O(HRII(D I'REClO[HC(. 

OIICIWAIOI flU IN O&tl .,.~~';;'~;;..! ---- Oi tl IUI!l ""' 
l[Jl PRESIDENT DESIRES FOLLOIING BE COMMUNI CATED AT OIICE 

BY SENIOR AVAILABLE U S NAVAL OFFICER TO ADMIRAL CODFROY: 

J ' ' • ' 

•IIOTIFY ADM IRAl CODFROY T~AT THE U S COYERNMEIIT HAS 
FORMALLY ADVISED LAVAL TI•AT THE UIITED STATES IS PREPARED TO 

OFFER ASYLUM FOR FRENCH SHIPS NOI IN ALEXANDRIA. SHIPS TO 
SAIL VIA SUEZ AND CAll BE IIAINTAIIIED II NEUTRAL PORTS SUCH AS 

UltACUAY IF THAT IS DESIRED. UIITED STAT£11 GUARANTEES TO 
RETURII SHIPS TO FRANCE AFTER THE IAR. THI S OFFER IS PREDIC-

ATED 011 THE ASSUMPTIOI THAT SHIPS IOULD OTHERIISE FALL UIDER 
CERIIAII COIITROL. UIDER NO CIRCUMSTAIICES IILL BRITI SH PERMIT 

SHIPS TO IE RETURNED TO FRENCH PORTS. ADYI SE QODFROY FUR THER 
THAT PRESIDENT 18 PREPARED TO OFFER ASYLUM AFTER CONSULTATI ON 

liTH THE lftiTISH IRRESPECTIVE OF OUTCOME OF PRESEIT BATTLE 
Ill EGYPT. NOTIFY BRITISH OF YOUR ACTION AND ADVI SE IIAYY 

DEPARTMEIT AT OICE•. 

ACKNOILEDQE. 

DISTRIBUTIOI: 

REO COPY: P1A •••• COWIICH •••• 

SHO COPY: 1, •••• t3(TO IIIFORII STATE DEPT) •••• IAD~AJIII.CUINIIIOHAII) 

SEALED SEcRET· 
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DEPART!..'ENT OP STATE 

T'lE SECRE"' A.l!Y 

July 4 , 1942 

t.!El!ORANDll\! FOR TilE PRBSIDENT 

In view of the telegram of July ~. 
6 p. m. , copy of which is heroto attached, 
1 would like to know whether you wiah to 
send this teler,ram in the form , aa drafted , 
or .,., th any modificetions you wiah to I"Pke, 

(Penciled) 

CB 
OK 

PDR 

Regraded Unclassified
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JUly •• 19•2 

Your 967, July 3, 6 p .m. 

I t Sa true that our 411 , July 3, 1 •·•· ••• aent bef 

rocei Tinr. your 962 or JUly 2, 7 p . ~ . 

Oeporbnont •s 411 of July 3 , l a .m. trana~ite tho Pr o 

propoael aa h~ wiah&l 1t. to bs laid before the French ~ov 

ACTIO:I TAY!!II Ill ''AI' ROO.Yo 

Reoo• ved ' froco Stkte Oepart:.ont at 1216, EWT, JUly 4, 
1~4:2 J teleohoned to C'apt&irt !."eCrea it::"t~t"'iately ; anti then 
doH ver.,~ to '~ a a fully ae di rectG'd bv raptain "e"roa. 
Roturned by Ui .. TUlly to ''•p Room ot 14SO with J'r•e l~•nt ' 
"O. K. " Delivfrred to Mr • .._tames Ovnn peraon&lly 1n the f'~p 
Room at 1600. l'r . flllnn otatod thet ho would put !ton 
tho w!roo imcodiatoly. 

Mr . Terry . in Capta in UcCrea'a Ortice, notified ot 
above aetlon et 1510 . 

CHESTER RJ.Jll!O~il 
lla:or, J .A.G.O. 

Regraded Unclassified
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1\00 ~ 
Th1t tole&rnm must bo 
ol.oeol,y pN"r.phrn.a"''- be­
foro bo1nb cor~nlcnto~ 
to r,_vono. (SC) 

8ocrct~ or StAt~ 

V~ahln;;tOn 

tRIP!.£ P?J[ORlrY. 

lWS!!. 

9?1, July 4, 11 n .o . 

Uy 96? July 3, 6 ;>om. 

Vichy 

Dnto<!. J~ly 4, lQ42 

~ ••• ., 12: ;50 p. ~. 

' 

I hrpponod to coot Rodhnt lnto yoeto~ 

ovon1n~ . He 1ntorcod me thdt ~ooord1nQ ton tolc-

11rMl r oc\>1Vod yoetordf\Y r,f'to r noon trom Adlr.1r'".l 

Go4orroynt, hl.oxMdr1n, tho Br1 u.oh hr.d m:'\dJ no 

( l"•:t><•n.t no) d(;.OMdc or r.ny !<t1n4 in connootlon 

v1 th th .. French aquc.dron <thor o . RoehM wlah.A mJ 

to kn.,.~ th1a chlotly bac:-.us .. ot u.naubetr.nt1f'\to4 r-..­

portt ~~lch v~ro ntlo~t 1n Vichy 701t~r4Qf to th~ 

ti!f"ct tb.":t t he Bl"Hlah lnto:~nC.cd to tcuttlo tho 

rr.nch !l~.:~t ln Alcxondrl~. 

qoc~t Added tht.t A!t~r our convore~tlon wlth 

Lnvcl yottordny ettornoon Adalrnl nU~h~ hAd ~x­

pr~atod to htu hls convlctlon thr.t 1( thQ rronot. 
• 

Gov~rnnont woro to comply with tho ou~~~etlon nna 

otror or tho Unl tod Stntoe Govornmont ho wne oortnln 

th1t tho Gormrn Gover nment vould do~nnd tho o~111on 

ot ~n oo,unl nmount or tonnQGO or rronch wnr v~ eetle 

nov 171"- 1n trench pOl'tl· 
VSJ TUC~ 

Regraded Unclassified



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

..---------;THE SECRETARY 

I STRICTly CONFIDENTIAL! 

(Paris) 
Vichy 

1•n cu lt • • , u 111 t• Ct i'AttfHtaJ CoNt. I 
It 1htvll " carerul\ ~ u rnMn" '''"''I 
N Wt c: c•• •\uttc.lllf u ,,.~,n~ , 

Dated JUly 3, 1942 

Rec •d 4:45p. m. 

Socrotnry of State , 

rlashineton . 

967 July 3 , 6 p . o . 

I saw Laval this after-noon at four o 'clock and 

dolivcrod the messace contolned in your 411 JUly 3 , 1 a .m. 

Rochat was pr-esent and Admiral Auphan was hurriedly 

aumnoned. 

Laval ' s 1Jnmediate reaction was one of extreme 

nnnoyance . He characterized our succeotion as " injurious 

nnd insulting" and remarked that the !r-esident lllUSt have 

a very curious conception of French honor . He t hen aslrod 

me whether this message constituted a reply to his two 

cocmunicotions to me of July 1 (Embassy's 956 July 1 , 

7 p .m. ) and of July 2 (Embaaay'a 962, July 2 , 7 p . m. ) . 

I replied that the rr~ssatc from ~ Government made a 

retoronce onl y to tho communication which he had made 

to mo on JUly 1 . fie requested mo to forward a roply 

to ~ Government of which tho follovtlllG 1& a close 

translation. 

"t:r. Tuck 

Regraded Unclassified



I :STIIICTL y CONfiDENTIAL) 
DEPARTMENT OF' STATE 

THE SECRETARY 

- 2 -

, !\, • ..., ,~• • n tnt •• u·-··~1 . t c ... 
h t.; ... :J 1 u '-Jrt.iU1h u•utlt a .. •tf••• 
N-41-& u •a•BKJtN U a ,.,_.. I 

"Mr . Tuck delivered today At four o ' clock to t ho 

Chief of the Government An AmericAn note . This no te 

18 drawn up in terms so inacceptAble t hat the French 

Go vernment is forced to believe thAt it does not con-

sti tute An answer t o tha aide-:nemoiro which was doli vorod 

yesterday--July 2 --to the American Charge d ' Affaires . 

"Before delivering a suitAble r eply to t his note 

t ho Chief o t the ·rench Oovorncent has asked~ . Tuck 

to question his Oovernmen t on this point • 11 

LavAl considered that our suggestion and offer t o 

tho J.'ronch Government vms beyond o.ll reason . \'.hy he 

asl<od was our Gover nment averse to the F'r ench fleet in 

~loxAndria proceeding to A Pronch port? France had 

originally with dil'ficulty obtained German agreement to 

retain these ships 1n Alox~~ndri n And we \TOre now sug­

ces ting that the French Government should take action 

contrary to t he Armistice Convention , wh ile at t he 

same time we cont inuously insisted upon the strict 

observance or t he terms or that convention . 

I said that i f I had understood him and Admiral 

Auphan correctly, their main preoccupation was to 

preser ve these ships for t ho J. ronch lfAvy and that the 

proposal 

Regraded Unclassified
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DEPART MENT 0 1' STATE 

THE SECRETARY 

-s-

I STRICTLy CONFIDENTIAL I 

l
l al'l o.._ • .-.. .. m t• c.d4r"I•••C~. 

It"''" • \t ut'l.ftt~t~ pneN. \•f wtleu 1 
MM.c e:t• •l!'llatef 11 atn tl" ._ I 

proposal maQe by our President did in effect guarantee 

their return t o France at the end of the war . 

Laval stated that t he French Government coul d under 

no circumstance accept our suggestion and thAt he hoped 

that 17hen our Government had had time to review the 

message which he had delivered to me on July 2 and 

Whi ch embodied the communications received f rom the 

Armiatico COJicissions at Wiesbadon and Turi n , it would 

be prepared to reconsider its position . It was for t hi s 

reason that he woul d limit himself ror the time being 

to the reply above quoted. 

'l'UCK 

Regraded Unclassified
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N7 a, 1Na 

I./II 

ftlPLB PIUOitlft, 

YOUl' 8156, .1Ul7 1, 7 P••• 

~ •bolt14 'm diak~ tr1111att t~ t'ollw1Jic 

....... to lanlt 

'l'ba Prae14ant ie, ot' 00\11'881 deapl)' aoaoai'IMd 

tbat t he PrCIOh •n or ...,.- at Al-drla ehtlu14 

UDder no oil'-.etaaoae t'aU into the haJida or tbe 

oa .... or nauan cut...,. or M'l'al toPMe. !'be 

Pl'ae161Dt 1e aqg&ll.)' deapl7 lDtaNUad lD the r .. tora­

t1on or t~ .. eh1,. to Pr1111• at the eD4 ot' the ...,., 

Be bu, th&NtoN, eo 1ntonoe4 t~ l!l'itl&h Oo'l'au t 

11114 - aa1rae the a. U.iDa -. .. un AD4 ~ ter to 

........ Oo'l'• '· 

lbt I'I'Mldaat PI'OPN&a bt ·~ ,._ab &h1JM1 at 

., r tria be pla ... lD tha JNM&Un •uhdT or tbe 

111dta4 ftaka llb1ah 1e to 1Mllllle ........ Ot' t~ Pl'&lltb 

llhlpe ..,.,.,. tile ... O&aa1 ... th-.. .. a ...... aD4 

Regraded Unclassified



- 2 -

re1:10te port or a.yl\11:1 I or tho du.ra t1on or tho war ln a 

port or t he lhlited states or other kl:er ieon republic 

to b e l:IUtUD.ll;r a c;reod upon with tho cuaranteo or tho 

return or the French ah ipa to l')oence at the and cr the 

war . 

Tho Prasi~ent reels that thio proposal ia i n tho 

in t ore at or Frenee. However , 1! thill otter on b ehalf 

or the 11nited. s tates is not accepted by t he rrench 

OovoMU:IOnt , tho Br1t1ab , knQOIIIint; or t his otter, wou.l d 

or courao be properl;r and wholly Justified in orderin& 

tho l ronch ahipe throui!'P t h o Sun Conal , and H tho 

order were not obeyed would be Wholly justified in 

destro;rins the ships to proven t tbCIIll troo rnllins 

into the banda or t h e en~. 

The President trua t a thnt t his r easonab le propoea: 

can be accepted tor t he honor ot Prance . 

Regraded Unclassified
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lloalar.U (or • ...._, .,. C.,pt&in llcCn& .uuesto) 

YR:Iil Cbl.of of Ja•al Operat.ione (it C..pt&in llcCrea .., dot..ral.nu) 

Ploaoo oot1f7 Adairal Oodf:r~ a t onoo t.hat tho o. S . Co ... m­

-t baa !orsallJ' actrUad Le• al th&t tbo Dllite<l Stat oo ia prepue<l t o 

otrar a~lla !or hancb obl.pa aow in .U.xand.ria. Sbl.ps to IIAll na 

••• aad can bo M.lnt.a.inad in neutral porto aucb ae U"'1"&7 if that 

1a doaired. Ollitad Statao JU4r anteea to return eb1pe to France aftor 

tba •or. Thie offer 1 o prodio~tod on t ho aoauapt1on t hat abl.pa would 

ot herwis e Call uodar Garawo control . Under no c1rcua~tanoea will 

Bri tiab pel'it abl.pa to bo retumed to Franch porta. Adnsa Oodfr&J 

l'urtb..- that Froeidoot 11 preparad to offer aoylua ...rtar oonaultation 

with tbo Br1Uob irroopoc:U ... of oute.,.. of prooont bottle in tc:r>t. 

l o t11) Br1t1ah of 7aur act.ioo and adrtao D.part.Mnt at once. 

(Iut.l'uet.iCIIUI trca llr. Bopkinof ,!b• Pr .. idont want& COII7 o~ tbl.e ao 
- U la'7 cata ~ t.b•J- to lodail"al CunnlncJwl in 
Waalaioc\OD, aad to state Depart..t. Jotil) botb of tholl 
tbat tbo ••&&&• baa boen II&Dt and 1~ t'- tho -••ac•· 

Regraded Unclassified
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J!o/ 
This tclogr~n cuot b~ 
closclf prreohr/\I'Od be­
fore boin& oommnio~.hd 
to r.nyono . (oC) 

Soorot• ••:r of Stnto, 

Wnchin[ton. 

TRIPLE ;''ll ORITY. 

RUSH 

D•tod 2, 1942 

Roo ' ~ 12: i0 ~ . m. , :r1 

I STRICTL v. CoNFIDENTIAL) 

96", July 2, ? "). :n. (SECTION O:IE) 

Lcvnl s.•.e fer me this ll,ftorn•on rt. <l o'clock. 

On cy n,. lvr.! I found Admirnl Auph•n , 1-:lnietcr of lmrlno 

do~crl;,cd. ne an nidc mo::~olro , tho contontc of l·lhich 

ho r .::quost od file to oring urc;ontly to tho nttontion of 

my Govornmont . Tha' follow1nr; ls 1\ cr•·cful t r nnslntion 

of this C?mmun1c•t1on : 

•;"1., O'lolut i on or tho m1' i tAry a1 turtion cr _a t ed 

by t ho rrpld P.dv·nca of Ro::lmcl'a '\rQY .•nd nntur-,lly 

drown tho '\tt~ntion or tho Fr~nch Oovornmcnt to the fnto 

or our equndron which 11oa o t Al~~rndr1n. 

On J une 26 .:.t>Lir/\1 Aup:1nn addro SO<~d to :..c n:1 ~r 1 

Godofroy n telegr rn of i nstructions. In oneo t he 

!!r1t1Gh wore to "vPcurtc AlOXI\nd.rin tho lnt~or 

( ~;o,1 )frey) should At to•m t to ronoh n Fronoh port . 

If t hnt 

Regraded Unclassified



-2- #962, July 2, 7 p.o. (S~CTial ONE) rroc Vichy 

It thnt were t o prove icpossiblc, no wne to rccnln 

on nt Alexnndri~ undqr tho <ronch flng ~nd r efuse to 

follow tho British 1n their rotront . He wns 

romtndod thnt our ships wore not to fall into fore ign 

hnnda" . 

This tal~grl'.o or 1nstruet1ona •.<ns on tho follO'Alng 

dny - June 27 - eommun1cntcd to tho Arc1st1eo Cocc1ssions 

nt Wl~ebndcn "nd nt Turin . 
• 

Tho rrcnch Ocvcrncent r~oolved todl'~ July 2 the two 

tollow~colll!lun1cntions from ~lloebndcn ~ nd frO!ll Turin: 

TUCK 

REP 

Regraded Unclassified
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Y.Jf 
1hie t~legram must be 
cloa~ly oarrohraeed be­
tort being comotmioat~d 
t o anyone . ( Sl! ) 

Secret ary of State , 

'.lpehlngton. 

'IRIPL.!: PRI ORITY 

RUSH 

J 

Vichy 

Dated July 2, 19~2 

Rtc 1 d 2 :~? a . m., 3rd 

962, .·::ly 2 ? p . c . (SECTIO:; 'liiO) 

:ione) the Supreme German Cocmend recognizee that 

the ins tl't..::Uone given to the French Ml>r i time forces 

et Alexnndrie Pre in conformity with the ~rmistice 

Conv~ntion . The Supreme German Commrnd gives a t the 

aPme "time the aseuranoe th11t i t intends to ac t in c; ,~A-

formity •it~ prt1clP e i ght of thia Convention with 

re~rrd to a ll Fr~nch naval veeeele which mi ght be 

f ound ln AlexpndriP 8 8 r re&ult Of hav ing exolici tly 

cr rried out the lnstructione givtn by the French 

"dcirAlty. 

(two) thP Italilln Governmen t hra decided to adher e 

purely pnd simoly to th~ Armietice Convention r~d 

ndvencea no pr~ tenalon ae r t grrd& the French NPv~l 

vresels no mP t ter und~r what condi tions they mpy be 

f ound i n Al expndria 1 • 

The Chler of the French Government consider s it h la 

duty 
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• 
-2- ~62, July 2, 7 p.~. (SECTION TWO) from Vichy 

dutv 1:1:! call th~se ! Pete to th~ attPnt1on or r \.!! F~deral 

Govornment. He r e0ues t e to t~ke cogn1zPnce ~r this 

communicAti on which is a seouel to the communi cation 

which the Feder~l Government r eceived yesterday from 

the Fr~~~h GovPrnment . 

TUCK 

REP 

Regraded Unclassified
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MJF 
!hie telegram must be 
closely pftrPohrr eed be­
tore being co~unio~ted 
to Anyone. (SC) 

Secret~ry of State, 

Wpehing ton 

TRIPLE PRIORIT~ 

RUSH 

-· 

--
Vichy 

Dated July 2, 1942 

Rec 1 d 12:26 p.m . ,3rd 

962, July 2, 7 p . m. (SE:CTlO:l Tl:lREE) 

nny act of violence on the prrt or the British ~ 

view or these pbove 1ndicrt1one might rPsult in con­

aeouencee t he extr eme grrvi ty of which could not be 

overlooked by the r ederpl GovPrnment'. 

In hPnding me thle oommun1crtion LrvPl spld thPt 

he coneider Pd 1t his duty to kPPp our Governmen t in­

f ormed frankly pnd openly P e r • gprde the s tpnd :•hich 

the french Government intended to r dopt ln conntctlo 

wi~h its npval equPdron Pt Al t xr ndrlp , He rssuoed 

thrt the Deprrtment of St~te would co~unicrte this 

informrtion to the Brltiah Government . 

(E:ND Of !o\ESSAGE:) 

rucK 

RE:P 

Regraded Unclassified
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SECRET 

No. 962 TROih VICHY, "!'RAIICS July 2, 1942 7s00 P.~. 

I saw Laval tbJ.o afternoon at four o'clock. At bJ.a request, 
Adai.r.U. A\lphwl, llinietor of ~ine, was prosont. I woe handed e -orondum 
wbJ.cb I woe requooted urgontl.T to bring to tho attention or 'Iff govarn~Mnt. 
A car.t\11 translation follows• 

•The nolutJ.oo of tho a1lltery a1tuat1oa cr.ated by the rapid 
ad-nonce of -1· • anr;r had t>aturallT drawn tha attention or the 
P'rencb GonrnMDt to tho tate of our equadron which ~ at Alev.ndria. 

• On June 26t h, Ada1r.U. Aupban edclressed to Adairal Godtroy a 
telegraa o! instructions. In caaa tho British were t o eYacuate 
Alexandria, the Latter (Godfror) should attempt to roach a P'rench 
port. If that were to prove l.Jipoasiblo, be """ to reiiiAin on at 
Alexandria undar the P'rencb flag and ro!"us• to follow tho Britiah 
1n their retreat. Be woo reminded that our ships wero not to fall 
into :f'oni6n banda. 

•On Juno 27th, tho rollowin6 day, this telegraa W08 """""'nicated 
to the A.~atica Comaisaion et Wiesboden end at TUrin. 

"The P'reccb GoYOmMnt reeeivod toda;r, JolT 2nd , the two following 
cOIDWlieotiona rr .. lliesbeden end !roo TUrin• 

1 (1) The Suproae Gerll&ll COOIIIaJld recof!nliOa that the ina true­
t i ona given to tho French aoritl.Jie forces at Alexandria are in 
co!lforal.ty with tho Araiotico Convoot1on. Tbe Supr•~• Geman 
Co""""'d gives at the aruno tl.Jie the aaGUr anca that it intendo 
to oct 1o oonfor.ity with Article 8 or this Convention with 
regard to ell P'ronch Mval vessels which al.ght be found 1o 
Alexandria as a result of ba'Olo& erpllcitly carried out the 
instructiOIUI CiTOD 'bJ the P'rencb Adairalt7. 

'(2) The Itel.i.oo.D Gove.....,nt baa decided to odhere siaply and 
pw-el7 to the Araiatice Convention and adTnncas no pretension 
as regards the P'rench naTal veaael11 no aatter under whAt c:on,­
ditiona t~ ....., be found in Alexandria. 1 

•The Chief of tho P'rench Government oonsider• it hie duty to call 
t baoe foots to the attention of t ho American Government. Ha roqueots 
that cognizance will be talcen or thio c ..... nlcation which follows the 
c.....Ucation which tho United States GoYenwent received yesterdo,y 
froa the l'rench GoTOJ'DIIOD t. 

- l -

• 
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•Any act of n olmee on the pert of the British in nw 0~ theee 
above 1nd1est1ons J11iht result in eonsGC~uonces tho oxtr ... gro.nty 
of which could not be oYer looked by t be Federal Governaent. • 

In handing ~ this communication Lnval sai d t~t be con&idorod 
I. t hi& duty to keep our Govor!Uiont oponly o.nd f r ankly i nformed a a rcaardo 
the positi on taken by tho French govornaont in connection with ita navel 
squadron at Alexandri a . It wao hio UI!UIOpt ion that this inforll• t1on 
would be co=muniest.od by the Department of St ate to the Bri tish Oovornaont . 

TIJC! 

Mote: Jlr. Dunn stated that the above despatch hAd been giYen to the 
Britillb Elabeasy in 'lfaebiniton on the 110rn.ing of July Jrd. 
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JO 
Thh tclcgrnm Dl\l.at bt 
olonlr ;:cr c.phra"d b£ -
1"crt bcins cc.nm1oc.ud 
to anyone . (SC) 

Scorcta.r;r or St-t.tt , 

llat~t.ntton . 

":'RIFLE PAIORI'IT 

1\IJS)l 

( P•rla) 
VlchJ 

ll<.tt4 Julr 1 , 1 ~2 

J\c c 'd 11:~ p~. 

STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL 

956, July l , ? p ,m, (S£CTION O!:E) 

Acting on ~y own inintivt I collrd on A4m1r nl 

A.ul)hc.n. M!.nlattr or >'arint thlll "PO't'nlne. I 1nld 

Whet the nt•• rtgordinz R~l'a cdvc.ncc in EgJPt 

cppcercd to bt 1ncrtaa1nglJ str1ou• tnd ~het thr 

lottlt rt~crta 1ndietttd th~t ~he ercr.rhcad ot 

tht A.t'riko. Iorps hc:4 rtoehu1 £1 Debt wbtrh 11 

"'r'J' ntar to A.liEXD.D4ric . I ar.1d thnt were R.c:r:::c:l 

to auocu:d in oceu.pytns tlu !Tilt VclltJ c..nd 1-l&x.a.nd.rlo 

the a1tuc.t1oo wit!t n~.rd to thl Pru~ch !1• 1'01 

aqundron ln thc:.t port •ould 'cteomc an cx.trcmly 

dcl1ct•U ont. I t.slad. b1lll whtthtr he would 81vc 

n:.c the 'bcntflt ol' hJ.s rcnetlon to the e1tunt1on . 

AOmlral Auphon r eplied tbct the poa1tion or 
the Frc:nch tlttt 1c AltX(l.DdJ'1o woa 1nduc5 10 

cr1t1col thct l t -~· a1~1ng hi• government tnt 

•on: llrlou.ll prtoccu;p<"t1on . Br h~c1 onl7 onr hope 

and. that ••• to 
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• 2• 956, July 1 1 7 p .n . (&CTIOll OliE ) from (~ria) Vichy 

end thct was to envt thtat vtaatla for the French flett 

end he gr£r.tly fe c rtd thct the British might rteort 

•to o.nothtr MErs- t l•Kt'b1r 11 • I naked him whether thought 

ho.d 'bttn g1vtn to tht possibility of otnding thtsE vcesEls 

through the Sutz Cnnnl into the Indian Oc<nn. HE rtpl itd 

thr.t t h is would bE imposSible na it would convty t o thE 

Germnna •an appEcr nnct of diaaidtnct.• Ht rtmindrd mt 

thnt thrre hod bEE n gr£ct difficulty with thE GErmans 

i n tht past in eoa~<etion witn the prEstnct of thrst ehips 

in Al£xnndrin ~s the terms of the crmistict ncquir<d 

thr.t French navll l vessels should rtmnin in FrEnch ports . 

Any r.ttcrnpt t o send them to enfety thr ough the Rtd Sta 

wou ld ctrtninly bE interpreted by the Germnns as a movE 

towo.rde dissidtnct nnd would ontatt se rious difficultit s 

tor t bt FrEnch Government . I snid t h& t I hoped he would 

undtretrnd thct my visit wcs of nn unoff icial ch€roctt r 

end thnt I bnd not c<lll't on bchnlf of cy govc rllll£ nt . I 

thought however , thot it would bt of intrrcst to t he 

Dtpnrtment of Stott to be informed of hie views . Ht 

acid thct 'bt!orr hE could authori&e me to acquaint my 

govErnmEnt of his reaction hE felt it nrcrsacry to mention 

the mnttrr to Laval . Ht would thEn ltt mr know whether I 

wo. ~ at liberty to inform my· sovtrnment . 

Lcvnl srnt 
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~- 956, July 1 , 7 p .m. (SECTIQl; 0!1:) from (Poria) Vichy 

Laval s£nt form£ th1a afternoon r.t 4 o'clock . 

I found AOmira l t.uphan ~.nd Roehnt prutnt , Laval Mid 

that Admiral Auphan had acquainted him of my visit nnd 

that whilE ht undErstood p£rfeotly that I hnd not been 

sent by my govtrnmtnt hE was nevertheless glad of thE 

opportunity to acquaint m£ of hia government's official 

position in conntction with the French Fleet at 

Altxondrie . Ht th<n dictated to Rochat in my prtstncE 

o atottmtnt o~ \7hich thE following is 11 carefUl 

tronslc.tion a" 

TUCK 

KI.P 

• 
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ELP 
This tdt gram uua t bt 
ol~stly paraphrased bE­
torE bring oo~untcated 
t · onycme . (SC) 

SEcre t ary ~t StatE, 

Wo.ohington. 

TRiPLE PRIORITY 

RUSii 

(Paris l 
Vichy 

• 
Doted July 1, 1942 , 

REo 1d 10132 p , n , 

95J , July 1 , 7 p , o , (SECT.£0!1 1'.70 ) 

"The Frm ch Govtrnuent l'r.o1rtll by all means 

posa1blr. t ~ · snv.£ t hE French equ.:~dron \'lhich is nol'l 

a t :.1Exandr1a, 

If thE Br1 t1sh forcES shnul,d hnv t t > Evacua t£ 

Altl<ll.Ddri n. thE Fr E 1ch G:w Erntntnt will not ptrmi t 

thnt our ships shnuld bt 1nolut t d by thESE forcts 

btf '>rE thEir d&parturt , I n such a n tvEntncli ty thEy 

would dEfEnd thtmstlvEs by a ll th£ ntans at t hEir 

dispoaal • . ~irol Godrtray, oooncndcr of th£ squadron 

bas reccived order t rttuet t o t o llow the Br 1t1sh 

i n their rEtrcnt, 

If a nEI'I attEmpt each ae that Clf · 14WPEl· kEb1r 

wtrt t o occur t hE O'lnstqutnoca Ylou1d bt strious , 

Tht French <bvtrnmtnt o.goin rcaffir1as that o.ll 

Frtnoh 11arships con only remain Fr£.nch· qhioh is 

rurthtrmort i n oonf )rmi ty with the a.r~:~istiot c onventions, 

In pruent 

, 
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-2-i9~6, July 1, 7 p. c , (SECTION ~;o) froo , (.nria) Vichy, 

lhprucnt circ~mstonocs the ~"'rench Governornt t•ould 

like to srt (Envisage r a1 t volont1trs) its shl ~• 1n 

a position t ~ procEed f~ttly to thr nrarrst Prtnoh 

port , 

Lovol thEn t old t>t the Germans hod brought up 

this mo. tter somE titJe ago nna tho t prtc isrly the 

•~ot ons~rr h~d been given t o thco. Hr said ~hat he 

prrftred ~~~t no publicity should be givcn to oy 

visit or to the ~bovt stntectnt. He n cvrrthtless 

wrlcomrd t:1e opportun1 ty to ncqunlnt the Un~ ttd 

States Government's a t:lnd with reL'ard to th.£. flttt 

in •. l:tx~ndria 'nd he hoped tho t 1 t tt1ght bt poss ibl't 

in thr ncar future to receive an expression of our 
' . 

rene tion . 

(E IID OP MESS.'.GE ) , 

TUCK 

KLP 
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