Folder 5. MR 450 France (2)—Disposition of
French Ships in Alexandria, 1942,
1 July 1942-30 March 1945.




WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER
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From: Supreme Headquarters, Allled Expeditionary Forces,
Forward, Rheim,’Pranca

To, War Depariment

Alr Ministry Special 8 1's Office
Hr: FWD 18371 SCAF 25 30 March 1945

Ref no FWD 18371 to AGWAR for Comblined Chiefs of
Slaff repeal for information to AMSS0 for Briltieh Chlefsa
of Staff from SHAEF Forward signed Eilsenhower cite SHSC
This 1= ECAY number 257 LOF SECREL. :

Reference FACE 166.

Authorization for the release of these craft was
given ty this Hesdquerters to the Depuly for Havy SHIEF
Miselon (Frence) on 27th March.

He was directed to make the necessary arrangemente
with “he French Ministry of Marine.

End

FUDTNOTE : FACS-166 is Cli-0UT-59742 (28 Mar 45) Gen. McFrrland

ACTION: GCen. McFasrland (CC/S).

IN?™) : Adm, Leahy, Gen. Arnold, Gen. Hull, Gen. Biesell,
Adm. King, C of 3.

CM-IN-32422 ( 31 Mar 45 ) DTG: 202215A ngr
TOF S3ECRET
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SECRET

WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

OUTGOING; MESSAGE \9@@’0

Combined Chiefa
77500, Col., Peck, é\
27 March 1945 }

Supreme Headquarters, Allied Expeditionary Forces, Forward
Echelon, Rheima, France

British Joint Staff Mission, Washington, D. C.

Humber: WARX 5oTl2

TOPSEC book measage to SHAEF Rheims for Eisenhower for
gction, to AMSS0 paps to British Chiefs of Staff for in-
formation,(FACS 166)from the Combinad Chiefs of Staff,

SCAP 160 is the reference,

Chief of French Naval Mission here has stated that four of
the motor launches ordsred by the German Navy and under
construction in Meulan ars scheduled to bLe readyr for action
et end of March, He says these four eraft would bef great

help in French operations now in progress on Atlantic Coast
end requests their release to the French Navy,

Request your views lmmediata.

ORIGINATOR: Gon. MoParland

INFORMATION: Adm. Leahy, Gon. Arnold, Gen. Hull, Gen. Bissell,
Adm, Eing, C of 8.

CH-0UT=59742 { Mar 45 ) DIG: 280201z  ngr
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From: (G Allled Force Hesadguarters, alglern, Algeria

To: Vay Department
CG US Arwy Feorces in Europsan Theater of
Operaticna, London, England
Supreme Hsadquartere, Alllesd Expediticmary
Foroes, Londpn, England
CG US Army PForces in the Middle East,
Cairo, Egypt

No: F-41436 L May 1044

This 1a(X Fommander in Chief United States

I ~WAvVal Operations FF1/L9-3 of 19th April
gorial 001216 te Combined Chiefs of Staf'f British Admireliy
Delegatlon Washington Commander in Chief Mediterransan
Tommander Bth Fleet and FAN 350 refer. F41436 signed Wilson
:ite FHENA to for soction AGWAR r'or Combined Chisfes of Staff
and USFCR for British Chiefs of Staff to for info USAFIME
INITY London.

French at Algiers state Tourvills could prooeed
Fizerta under own steam./ They have not requested that she
should be refitted at Bizerta or Aliiled port and have always
beén definite that work required coculd rnot be carried cut
at Dakar with present resources and personnsl. Latter can-
not be spared from elsewhers in this theatrs.

2. My recommendation in NAF 681 was based on sbove.

3. It is considered that repa’.s to this cruisear

are of of the war and
expenditures of meterial and effort reaquired to put
ship into running order ie unjustified see FAN 350. Further,

CM=-[1-3379 (5 May 44) g)u
«. S
Q>
s .
LD fM@Q- Cory No. -
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5=E~C-R-E-T
Fage 2
From: 0O Allied Force Headquarters, Alglers, Algeriea
Hot P-41436 b May 1944

as the olimsatioc conditions at Dakar are bad, Tourville
Ships Company 1s due for relief and the ship can steam,
the Combined Chief's of Staff may be Incllned to recon-

sider their decision and allow her to procesd to Blzerta
to pay off.

No 31ig

FOOTNOTE: NAF 681 is CM-IN-15678 (21 epr 44) CC/S
- FAN 350 is CM IN-7345 (17 Mar 44) cCC/3

ACTION: CC/s

INFO : Gen Arnold
OFD
Gen Bissell
sdm. King
.o

CM-IN-3379 (5 May 44) 09122 Jb
3-E-C-R-E-T

COPY NO. L}
THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN
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WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE

From: %ingierl
To
. B s

Ne. whasT/59915 @ L Mareh 1944

From AFHQ to AGWAR for Combiped Chilefs of Staff USFOR
for British Chiefs of Btaff info USAFIME (Mideast pass) UNITY
Londcn No.Wi257/59915 031126. From Wilson cite FHRNA. This, L
is NAF 637. sl }* | LA

Franch .erulsers Tcurville, se and Buff are
in Very bad order. Tourville requires 4 boilers retublng,
Duquesn® 4 boilars retubing and main condensers regrommetted,
Suffren 3 bollers, 1 main, 2 auxl s Band £ ooodsnasre
retubing. All require remewal of p on of salt and fresh
vater piplng, repewal of large part of elsetrie wiring, and
about 50% of stern bushes require rewooding. FAN 319 refers.

2. Frepsh state vork esn only ba indertalsn st Ferry-
vills ad it is beyood oapabilities of Dakar or Casablaoca.
They state that Tourville, vhioh is the worst, will shortly
osase to be operational. They have besno informed by Commander
in Chief Mediterrapsap that work caonot be started at Ferry-
ville before autumn of 1944 at the earliest. This is probably
an optimistio view, owing to presence of very heavy repalr
commitments for vessels of more importamoe in the war effort.

3. Admirelty consider that ships should be kept going
as,

(Part 2 follows). No Sig

OM-IN-3010 (5 Mar 34)

=
j/j‘a T ranet— SECRET co
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INCOMING MESSAGE

From: Alglers
To: WAR

No: Wh257/59915, 3 March 1944

Part 2 APHQ No. WB257/59915 031126,

Long as possible without repair except from local
resources, and when no longer cperaticmal they should be
laid up and the crews used elsevhere. 4 request decision
on future of these cruisers.

No 8ig

ACTION: CC/3 (Captain Royal USN)

INFORMATION: OFD, General Bl 1 Arnold,
Adnimnng olonel Mathewsol,— Log

CM-IN-3010 (5 Mar 44) 03012 med

SECRET COPY No.
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MAVAL MESSAGE NAYY DEPARTME

DRAFTER Eﬁ-ﬂ-ﬂﬂ" LUI] HIEI lﬂﬂlﬁiﬁm "-[EEI:IE,HE-'E

- COOPER {ﬁ_LEJ(AHDRIhJ = PRIORITY
Seal i g OPNAV ROUT NE
DEFERRED

e 29 NOVEMBER 42 L "
TOR CODEROOM 1?4? i z PRIDRITY
oecooeo r  KEARNEY/HILL : | o

E DEFERRED
PARNPHRASED BY N | M N
IMDICATE BY ASTERISK ADDRESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY I5 SATISFACTORY.

LT KELLY 291299 NCR 8946 S

UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDENCE. Bl
ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AND TIME ___DATE TIME get

TEXT
GODFROY NOT SYUPATHETIC JUINING U & BRITISH
DE GAULLE OR DARLAN., PHRESLNT ATTITUDE ONE OF INDECISION,
EXPECTED HE RECEIVE LETTER FROM DARLAN TODAY. WILL BE
GIVEN PERIOD ONE OR TWO DAYS FOR CONSIDERATION. ANTICIPATE
ESTABL ISHUENT OF MORE DEFINITE ATTITUDE END THAT TIME.

iEI'I.-QQhETI ﬂﬂ
EU’HI HCH-r.‘. 'EW' - .;?HTA@- amw .iwiiiqulLEi

291200

SEALED SECRET

Make original only. Deliver to communication watch officer in person. (See Art. 76 (4) NAVREGS.)
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NAVAL MFSSAGE

NAVY DEPARTMF™T

DRAFTER EXTENSION NUMBER ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE

FROM COOPER - CAIRO £ FRIORITY

g OPNAV ROUTINE
RELEASED BY =

= DEFERRED
ore 48 NOV 1942 = S
TOR CODEROOM M E [ PRIDRITY
oecono sy MALCOLMSON = il

H DEFERRED
paenmasen s HARRINGTON . s,
INDICATE BY ASTERISK ADDRESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY.

J.ALLEN 17418¢¢ NCR 41181

UNHLESS DTHERWISE IMDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRAMSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDEMCE.

ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AKD TIME DATE TIME GET

TEXT

ACTION ATTITUDE OF VICE ADMIRAL GODFROY SUBSEQUENT RECENT DEVELOP-
s MENTS SUCH THAT HE CONSIDERS HIMBELF IN COMMAND FRENCH NAVAL
P01 UNITS IN ALEXANDRIA AS INDEPENDENT OF VICHY GOVERNMENT AND OF
— DARLAN. CINC MED INFORMED ME THAT GODFROY HAS ABSURED HIM
7oorl WITHIN THE LAST TWO DAYS THAT HE WILL NOT TAKE ANY ACTION AT
w THIS TIME. ADMIRAL HARWOOD PLACES RELIANCE IN THIS ASSURANCE
P07 BUT I8 DOUBTFUL AS TO WHAT ATTITUDE GODFROY_WOULD TAKE IF

PETAIN GOVERNMENT TOOK SEAT IN FRENCH TERRITORY NOT OCCUPIED

BY GERMANS, NAMELY TOULON AND FROM THERE |SSUED ORDERS TO
GODFROY. FRENCH NAVAL OFFICERS AND PERSONNEL IN GODFROYS

FLEET VERY RESENTFUL AGAINST BRITISH AND AMERICANS BECAUSE
OF REPORTS THEY RECEIVED OF STRONG ATTACK LAUNCHED WiTHOUT

PRIOR WARNING BY ALLIES_AT CASABLANCA. IN _CONVERSATION IT
HAS BEEN REPORTED THAT THEY HAVE REFERRED TO IT AS A

F=1
F-11
F-2
F=3
F-20
F=31
F-32
P33 | PEARL HARBOR AGAINST THE FRENCH.
F-24
F-35
P37
10-00
VCHO

TID;I.
-fmtﬁﬁ:ﬁﬁmm..w...

SECRET

Make original only. Deliver to communieation walch officer In person,  (See Ari. T8 (4) NAVREGS.)
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GoNEIDENTIAL INTELLIGENCE REPORT W7
1
Sarial Li-L2 Monograph Index Guide 103
Btary maw saris sash rear, L = 140, 3-4) m—-——uw:ﬂﬂ“@uw_“ﬁ
From Fe3 (0.4.1.) Aashdngton, Lab- e [
(hip, fst, unit, dimrist, ofies, sation - s 1
, or paeon) 2
Reference g, 4. Fanghor- 7, 1gkz. (%)
\ prvious related rapert, sta., if applisable)
Peraonal contast - 11.4. Tangler Evaluation By
(s ifialal persapsl ]
Bubject nwmm'mmmﬂ_ REalatlone TR ST
(Mation rwportsd onl iMadn Gk fa per balew ulde) (LS IMaks separats resort for sssh tils)

BRIEF.—(Hurs snter cacubs] memmary of rapori, seatalning sibsiasse ssseineily siated | inshde Imporiant fueis, names plisss, dates, ste.)
INTERVTES 4ITH ADMIRAL D'HARCOURT, COMMANDING THE FRENCH FLEST AT _ASAI ABCA .

In o cordial interview betwoen the United States Kawnl Attachd st Tanrier
and Adnirol d'Harcourt, commandin: the Prench Flest at Casablanca, ths ddn ml

. qaxpressod the following personal comvictlonsi-

(a) Wars approvnl of the appointment of Admiral Leahy as Shief of
Staff to tho Preaidmt, fesling that Adeiral leahy Lo a irue
iriend of France.

(b) Japan has over-extonded horself in the Pacific and will be Ebla
to make no further gains save, perhaps, in Ohina. However, the
Jols have profited by the diverslon of American foirus inte the
Facifis theatro.

{e) The sinking of the Premch vessele at Alexandria would make ar
irroparable broach in Franco-Allied feelinge.

{d) Fo Fronch crew will ever pemmit their ship to be taken over oy
the Axis. They will scuttle the ship first.

{e) The Fremch crews at Alexandria heve orders {o remain aboarc Lhulr
ehips if the British start to sink thes.

(£} The retwm of the Alexandria vesselo to & port under Fronch control
would croate a wave of pro-Ally feslirg smong the Fronch.

{(g) The Fremch make a distinotion between the neoessliles of wa, nuch 88
the seigure of Megp-Suares, which acticn the Admirol recognisey i &
strategic necessity, and the wanton destruction of French 1ife aud
proparty wiich would be involved in the glnkcing of the vessals &
Alexandria. ;

Adpiral d'Harcourt wns arbrensly friendly thronghout the intsrv..om.

Tl hf..-.

e petat (%) Heferencel veport iium wilch
Op-16 thir Seriel wap fweparcd is con
Op-16-F fAlo in Op=15-F-3.
op-l6-9-1
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U.S. NAVAL LIAISON OFF C=

N

o SUEZ, EGYPT. e
;rm 11:';.3' Uaval Liaison Officer.
ot Chief of Haval Operations,
(Director of llaval Intelligence).
Subjects Interned l‘l'lﬂh llaval Vessels (Ferce X),

nmrs-u-tmm Dmhlfmh?m
ALUSIO SUEZ Secret Ddspateh 131535 of July 19L2.

Enclosures: m MWMWMMMSWHLL
D) Original of Admirel cetfras “ﬁ““a.ﬁ” araues (o)

Mhﬂlﬁiﬂ{hﬂdﬂﬂhﬁ.ﬂmm.
1. In order that the detalls of this report may be set forth
all references outlined above will be quoted herein.
The sh translations of Admiral Codfroy's replies to References (a)
and (b) are liberal and it is recommended that furthur translations be
made at ONI. ﬂlmm {l]mr“ivdn-umfmhlyh.mmd

leferences: F ﬁi'ﬂlfm mﬂﬂﬂkﬁdlﬂam

WSECRET = PRIORITY = THIS IS OPUAV ZERD THREE GUE
ey e R
SUEZ X PRESIDENT DES G
VEUEIVED SCFIRE o o nmniouen AT ONE BT SEITOR AVATLANLE U S HAVAL

Rream 65 OFFICER T0 ADMIRAL QODFROY QUOTE HOTIFY ADMIRAL
UG 7 '%ﬂ OODFROY THAT THE U S COVERDMENT HAS FORMALLY ADVISED
AWTE TO- F6 Fus (e
po
. No. -+
P T B
wN
..J:]—'U J |' {

Regraded Unclassified



CECRET
L ' B b omam

.
.I-lq-l-l e

Subjects Interned French Haval Vessela (Force X),Alexandria, Bgypt.

2. senior laval action was therefore taken by the
}ﬂiﬁﬂuﬂizinginwﬂmhi .Ttmmﬁ,WMMdu

-am-rm-umvmmmmmnsn
IMIWMWMHIM
DELIVERED X GODFROY

CONTROL X THIS HIGHLY TCAL DUE SENTIMENT OFFICESS
CRES X DISAPPROVAL MOVEMENT SIIFPS THROUG
SUEZ CANAL STATING THIS ONLY BE BRITISH COHWIV-

‘iﬂ
SECRET

Regraded Unclassified
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Subjects Interned French laval Vessels (Porce X), Alexandria,Egypt.

J-Gmhd.
THAT AT THE TERMINATION OF THE WAR THEY WILL
BE RESTORED TO THE FRENCH PEOFLE X FPARK THE
UNITED STATES AND BRITISH GOVERNMENTS ACREE
TO PERIODICAL RELIEF AND REPATRIATION OF THE
CRESS AFTER THEY HAVE REACHED MARTINIQUE ON
THE SAME BASIS WHICH WOULD HAVE OBTAINED HAD
THE SHIPS REMATHED AT ALEXANDRIA X FARA THE

OF ALEXANDRIA BECOMES DAIINENT SINCE THESE
SHIPS WOULD Il ANY CASE BE IN DANCER OF IRVENY
ATTACK THERE X PARA INASMUCH AS THESE SIIFS
HAVE FROM THE EEGDNING OCCUFIED A SPECIAL
AND ARE HOY IN A PRECARIOUS STTUATION THEY
AHE HOT WITHIN THE OFERATIVE FROVISIOHS OF
THE ARMISTICE AGREEMENT AND HENCE THE FROP-
OSED ARRANGEMENT COULD NOT DE SAID TO EE
VIOLATIVE OF THE AGRERMENT X UNGUOTE X
ACKNONLEDOE XX

oriawm™

Ml‘imm:ﬂ‘ on, Caire, returned on evening of
Gﬁmr minttdﬂt-hltI-.ﬂilmthui‘ou
mmﬂng{ ]mwmmhnumws“;mdmhmﬁdnﬂw
Heference (c). wmmmamrwrﬁmm“
triptulmdm arrangements had been made for him to be trans-
ported by air to Alexandria to deliver the message as contained in
Heference (c) to Admiral Godfroy.

B During the return motor trip to Ismailia,Commander Coocper
vas involved in an accident and suffered a broken arm and minor injuries
which necessitated him being placed in the [.M,5.Hospital Ship WMATIES
nmmmwmmwnwmmm
Chief,Mediterransan Station,informed of this acecl and advised that
Comander Cooper had instructed that he (the writer) should therefore
carry out the mission as ocutlined in Reference (c),delivering the
message as prepared by Comander Cooper to Admiral Codfroy.

6. This was the following morning (July 12) and
sult Reference (d) quoted follows accordingly dispatched
$o OFIAT by the wriver: " w

MSECRET = PRIORITY = OFNAV THN ZERD THREE ONE
HINE DELIVERED COOFER ELEVENTH FOR TRANSUITTAL

GODFROY X COOFER Il MOTOR ACCIDENT ENROUTE
ISMATLIA FROM SUEZ ELEVENTH SUFFERINC BROKEY

Regraded Unclassified
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Subjeets Interned French Naval Vessels (Foree X),Alexandris,fgypt.,

&4Cont 'd,

WHE MADE. COOFERATTION ALLIED HATIONS AT AR
AXIS X STATED ALTHOUGH MARTINIQUE LOYAL
FHRICH PORT SUCH MOVE FLACE HIM SAME POSITION
FREE FRINCH "HICH HE DEFINITELY DOES NOT wISH
X STATES FERSONALLY DOUND STIFULATIONS ARMISe
TICE AS LOYAL FRENCH HAVAL OFFICER X STATED LOVE
TO MARTINIQUE PERSONALLY MORE FAVORABLE THAY
SOQUTH AMERICA BUT DEFINITELY AGAINST ANT MOVE
THROUGH SUEZ CANAL X INSISTS SHIFS SHOULD PE
ALIOYED FROCEED FRENCH NORTH AFRICAN PORT
FREFERABLY BEIZERTE X SPOKE VAGUELY LAVAL
STATING LAVAL SUBTLE SMART AND HAVE SOME
SOLUTIOH TO EATTER TITH FORMAL REFLY UMDOUDT=
EDLY FORTHOOMING AND ME MUST ADIDE ITIS OCOVERI-
MENTS DECISION X APFEARS OODFROY WOULD ORIER
SHIPS PROCEED FRENCH FROPER OR FRENCH NORTH
AFRICAN FORT WITHOUT RECOURSE VICHY PAREN
FPOSSIDLE HE HAS ALREADY RECEIVED SUCH FERMISSION
PAREN DUT "ILL NOT ORDER MOVE THROUGH CAMAL TO
FORT OUTSIDE SFIERE CONTROL AXTS X DEFTNITELY
DOES NOT WISH CIUNCE DISPLEASURE AXIS XX
CODFROY PREPARED SHORT WRITTEN REPLIES EACH
MESSAQE WHICH BEING FORWARDED ATRMAYL DETAYL
HEFORT X THIS AND MY ZERO SIX ZERD SEVEN ZBHD
ZERD ARE ACCURATE SUMMARTES AND STATED REPLIES
XX FOSITION GODFROY DELICATE DUT EYE AM CONVINGED
HIS DECISION FIMM SITHOUT ORDERS VICHY OR POSSIELY
DRASTIC FORM FRESSURE XX

ALUSLO SUEZ®

willingness ﬂhtﬂummmﬁmﬂqrwm in a position
hnﬂnﬁ s to a neutral pled writer to believe that Admiral
mm. such instructions from Vichy. Recent reports
8. The writer did not enter into any discussion with Admiral Godfray
cong any of these questions and my dispatches and this report are the
results of his statements and conversation. As stated in Reference (b) Admiral
Godf'ray to hold the United States in esteem but egpressed

Regraded Unclassified
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Interned French lavel Vessels

8.Con'td,
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Chief
Aduiral Godfroy had

Commanding,

0fficer
taken and results
Camander in
the French Newval
was to the

action
agrecment

ontained in Reference (a)
ships to move without first

ht.nd

as ©
Station and the
kept informed as to
Admirgl S5ir Hemry
ltlt-ldth:t
that

gentlemans

the writer
that neither of them would order these

Mediterranean

*h 4
Admiral ilarwood

entered nko

croation vl

In accordance with

1z,
the Commander in Chdef,

s &t Alexandria and

shlp
effect

conmlting the other.

lediterranean

obtained. In comver
previoualy

Red Sea and Sues
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ubject: Interned French liaval Vessels (Force X),Alescandria,Bgrpt.

Admiral Harwood also stated that the Oerman Forces could

nnt- ﬂnmdﬂ-lumlm'ithh mmﬂammmnﬂr
however,in Forces moved

w L
ty}lnz:;:ll a poiitim some sixtp-Cive (65) miles from
nu:nd.ril Were nnt to0o re-assuring
k. ﬂ on his moving his Staff Headquarters from
Harwood stated that he had ordered this

mmmﬂmrmthﬂnmﬂmnumﬁthm:mor
German dive bomber huu.ﬂrﬂﬂm@ﬂwﬂﬁﬂﬂuﬁhﬁhﬁd

Je Jo WILETNSON.JR

¢/c NAVAL ATTACIHE,CATRD

-b -
SECRET

o
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O
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i
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SECRET g July 19L2.

—

Admiral R. E. Gedfray,
Commander-in=Chiefl
French Naval !'ma:r,
Alexandria, BEgypts
Sim

mmmﬂmmmamudwuawdu to
immediately inform you that the United States Government has formally
atilsed FPremier Flerre

The mmmmmaﬂmuﬂnmﬂumuhla
gw,ﬂthatiud-d:dmimldsdlfnrmh ports via
WOE .

The Fresldent informs that this offer is predicated the

umﬂmth&tthhmhﬂﬂpumnmdrilw se fall

mamcmmmmtmmmuﬂummnm

suthorities permit your ships to be returned to French ports.
mmddmmmrdirutntomfmymtutmhprm

to offer asylum for your ships,after consultation with Dritish authority,

unapmmnrmultmumurmmmmw.

The United States of America guarantees to return these ships to
France after the war.

Very respectiully,

John Je #lkinson, Jrte
g U3liRe

S8ECRET

Regraded Unclassified
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Alexandrie, Dimanche 5 Juillet 15L2.

REFONSE 2 la communication remise le 5 Juillet 1942 au
fiom du President des Etats-Unis d!'Amerique par la
Lieutenant John J. Wilkdnson = U. 3 Navy.

1, - 51 mon gowvernement me prescrit dlaller en Amerique du Sud,
jlexecuteral d'un tel voyage avec des equipages tres reduits et
dans 1'etat actuel de mes navires.

Mals i1 parait peu vralsemblable que mon gouvernement puisse
me dornmer de tels ordres sans llassentiment des Commissions
dtarmistice.

En effet,si je quittals le port dfAlexandrie pour prendre,
sans l'autorisation de ces commlssions,une direction autre gue
celle d'un port francais - et surtout si je passais par le Canal
de Suez,ce qui ne peut se faire qu'avec la connivence britannique -
glles ne manqueraient pas de prendre cette actlon comme une wviolation
de llarmistice. I1 en resulterait de desastreuses consequences pour
1a France. En outre les pays de l'axe pourraient exiger en compensation
la livraison d'un nombre de navires de la flotte francaise equivalent
a ceux qui auraient quitte Alexandrie ce qui gerait beaucoup plus
grave pour la cause mmericaine et britannique que le risque inconsistant
resultant, pour cette cause,de la presence de mon escadre,desarmee,
dans un port francais.

2, = Etant donne les declarations solennelles faites par les allem—
ands et les italiens dans 1ll'armistice au sujet de la flotte francalse,
et les reaffirmations successives de ces declarations;

Ftant donne dlautre part,l'assurance,que tout le monde doit avelr,
que jamais un navire francais ne tombera intact entre des mains etrangeres,
ce que le gouvernement francais n'a cesse d'affirmer depuls deux ans;

Etant donne,enfin,que des garanties supplementaires,dont 11
pourrait etre discute discretement,peuvent sans doute etra encore
obtemues du gouvernement francais quant a 1'immobilisation des navires
de mon escadre dans un port francals;

11 devrait etre clair pour tous que la solution la plus juste comme
1a meilleure a tous egards - et la seule pratigue - seralt - ces garanties
etant obtenues = de laisser la Force X aller se refugler a Elzerte.

3, = En tous cas,en l'sbsence d'ordres de mon gouvernement, je ne pourrals
guitter Alexandrie que pour un port francals.le sentiment de mon devolr comme
le respect auquel je suls temu des clauses d'un armistice accepte par mon
pays ne me laissent pas d'autre possibilite.
=% 7= M oy e s
Le Vice-Admiral Godfroy et L { - A om
Cormandant la Force X. N b N 0N
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TRANSLATION
SECRET Alexandria, Sunday July 5,19L2.

————

REFLY to the commmnication delivered July 5,19L2 in the name of
mndmtdmmi:d States by lieutenant John J.™llinson,
=r v-

LﬂwwmumtuphSHmMMiﬂm
mmitamd-rudnmhm{ru&diﬂiwlunotMva
with crews much reduced and in the present state of my ships.

Mmmpmuntmmmmwmmmanu
me much orders without the assent of the Armistice Commission.

Indeed,if I leave the of Alexandria and start out,without the
mt.baﬂ.uhm i -:wpi

pass
can be only with ghe connivance of
certainly consider

on the other the assurance that everyone must have,that
g French vessel will never syvhich the French
Govermment has never ceased to state for the last two yearsj

M%ﬁt lementary guarantees,vwhich could be discreetly

di scussed, could wi sti1l be obtained from the French Covermment

mewm#thmuhurwrmmmam
1

|
:
]
E

},itmhﬂwhﬂlmtthlmtjutmdhst
solution in umb:ndth practical one - would be that

t.’:n- obtained - let Force X go to take refuge
J+= In any oase,in the absence of the orders of =y Covernment,I could
leave Alexandria for a French « My sense of cuty and the respect
which I must for the gions of an Armistice accepted by

2
d Unclassifie
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SECRET Frer O Klexandrie,le 12 Juillet 19L2.

'C A

REPONSE au message du 11 Juillet 1942 du President des Etats-Unis d'Amerique,
transmis le 12 Juillet 1542 par les soins de l'attache naval americain

en Egypte.

La proposition qui m'est faite d'aller a La Har‘t-inigua peut eviderment
etre consideree avec beauncoup moins de reserves que celle de rejoindre un port
sud=americain,puisqu'il s'agit cette fois d'un port francais.

Mais son acceptation ne pourrait malheureusement eviter que subslstat
un cote tres delicat de la situationjla necessite d'avolr recours pour ce
tres long voyage a la connivence,aux ressources et a 1l'alde constante de
nations en guerre avec les pulssances de l'axe.

De ce fait,le deplacement en discussion prendrait evidemment,pour ces
pulssances,le caractere d'une infraction patente aux stipulations de l'armistice.
Or je suls et me sals persomnellement lie par ces stipulations. M'en liberer,
comme ¥ imviterait l'opinion exprimee an dernier alinea de la communication
qui m'est faite,(sous pretexte gue la situation de mon escadre l'ayant mise
des le debut materlellement a l'ecart de toute action des allemands et des
italiens,l'armistice ne s'applique pas a elle),serait adopter envers mon pays
la meme attitude que celle qui a pousse certaines de ses colonles a cesser,
sous 1'influence d'une argumentation analogue,de recommaitre l'autorite de
1'Etat francais. Une telle attitude ne peut pas etre celle d'un officler
responsable d'une escadre et qui tient a rester aussi fidele a ses devoirs
traditiommels que loyal envers sa patrie.

Il est vral,toutefols,que la conclusion du voyage retablirait dans la
suite pour mon escadre et pour moi-meme une position de loyalisme,puisque La
Martinique est restee fidele au gouvernement legal francais. Mals cette conc-
lusion seralt lointaine et,entre temps,le depart et le voyage auralent offert
aux puissances de 1l'axe le pretexte qu'elles n'ont pas cache etre pretes a
saisir de declarer 1l'armistice vicle par nous-memes,avec tout ce qu'une telle
declaration pourralt comporter d'exigences nuisibles a la France et aussi aux
interets britanniques et americains.

Il est done indique gue la decision relative a un deplacement aventual
de mon escadre vers La Martinique sclt prise par le Oouvernement francais,qui
seul peut l'assumer en toute chnnaissance de cause,et non par moil. Pulsque la
communication a laguelle je reponds n'est qu'un double de celle qui lul a ete
remise,il est actuellement averti et ne manquera pas,je J'en(?) crols assure,
de 1'envisager dans l'esprit le plus conciliant.

Je n'ai done,en ce qui me concerne,qu'a attendre les resultats de son
action. Mais j‘n.‘jmia que je continue a considerer qu'il deit y avoir une sol-
ution qui permette de dommer,dans un port francais de 1'Afrique de Nord,des
garanties equivalentes a celles que pourrait offrir le se-jour de mon escadre
a La Martinique.

Le Vice=Amiral GODFROY
Commandant la Force X

Re E. GOAfRQYe o s, ooemy
-

-COFPY=-
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=TRANSLATION=-
SECHET 57 P = Alexandria, July 12,19L2.

ne t malheur

de 1a situstion),that is,the necessity of
wmmmﬂmtamnmumﬂm
the nations at war with trh. jodls Fowers.

beginning

lecart)of all comtrol by the Germans and the I that
Mwsﬂwuﬂﬂiﬁidulumtwpgtu»w swould bte to
adopt towards my country the same at tude as that
uwtdnﬂitunﬂuﬁ#hmimthmﬂmuﬂmmlmm
W’ tion of the ty of the French nation.Such an
attitude not be adopted by an officer who feels his responsibility
tmﬂuhisqmﬂmnndﬁntmntutuminuﬁhhﬂltntﬂatﬂdﬂ-
ional duty as he is loyal to his country.

It htmi,mthﬂl:atmmemludmdthnwwﬂd
repult in both xgzlfr—iﬂnglml,dmu Mm
has remained fai to the French Covernment. Put the t tion

Regraded Unclassified
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I can now, l.a far as I an concorned, gwait the results
the CGoverrment cisﬂ.m. Dut I add that I nmtimn think that there
st be a nolutimﬂlichmld puﬂtm;ﬁ.minnmhtiwt-hmim

ofgunrmtnnmiﬂlmbtutmﬂmﬂh my squadrons being in

would offer.

BB

?

Vice-Admital Godfroy
Comanding Force X.
H-'Euml
=P -
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__._7ﬂu MESSAGE ' NAVY DEPARTM

;:T:;n.i——m#_'f.l.a ———— T e —

ORAFTER EXTENSION WUMBER ADDRESSEES PRECEDEMCE
PPPPYP

ROUTIKE

mom ___ ALISLO SUEZ _—

RELEASED BY _

DATE _MT L
TOR CODERDOM _16_2#_2?

DECODED BY _“ILul“-LE.. —
DEFERRED

anapnmaseo s GERMANM - i e e _I=,_f-¢“
W~
e

FOR ACTION

OPNAV

DEFERRED

PRIORITY

ROUTIME

IKFORMATION |

INDICATE BY ASTERISKE ADORESSEES FOR wHICH WAIL DELIVERY 15 SATISFACTORY.

GERMAN E]Zﬂ} L NCR 858

UMLESS OTHERWISE inDIBATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE ED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDENCE e

__ TIME GET

S —

IN CONVERSATION 26TH WITH ADMIRAL HARWOOD COMMANDER
IN CHIEF MED HARWOOD INFORMED HIS OPINION FRENCH NAVAL VESSELS

ALEXANDRIA SHOULD BE ALLOWED PROCEED BIZERTE FOR IMMOBILIZAT="
ION AND INTERNMENT AS DESIRED BY GODFROY. HARWOOD HAS REC-

EII:EEHIED ABOVE ACTION TO BRITISH ADMIRALTY WHO FLATLY REJECTED

ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AKD TIME ____DATE

TERT

HARWOOD OF OPINION GODFROY WOULD SCUTTLE SHIPS
ALEXANDRIA HARBOR BEFORE SUBMITTING TO BRITISH ORDERS TO PRO-

CEED THROUGH CANAL TO NEUTRAL PORT IN DISOBEDIENCE TO ORDERS
VICHY. |IF SHIPS SCUTTLED AND ALEXANDRIA FALLS SHIPS COULD

BE USED BY ENEMY AS FORTS DUE SINKING SHALLOW WATER. HARWOOD
OF OPINION THAT AS LONG SHIPS REMAIN UNDER COMMAND GODFROY

THEY WILL NOT BE HANDED OVER INTACT TO ANY FOREIGH POWER AND
BEL |IEVES THAT IF SHIPS ALLOWED PROCEED BIZERTE, UNDER AGREE-

MENT WITH VICHY THAT THEY BE INTERNED AND IMMOBILIZED WITH
FURTHER STIPULATION THAT GODFROY REMAIN IN COMMAND, THAT RE-

SULTING REACTION AMONG ALL FRENCM PEOPLES WOULD MORE THAN
REPAY ALLIES IN LOSS CONTROL SHIPS AND FURTHER AID AND CO-

OPERATION FRANCE BE FORTH COMING.
HARWOOD ALSO EXPRESSED CONSIDERABLE ALARM RECENT

SEALED SECRET

Make original oaly. Deliver to communication watch officer in person. (See Art. 76 (4) HNAYREGS.)
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AVAL MESSAGE

“ DRAFTER

¥
———— i e

MAYY DEPARTM =

EXTERSION NUMBER ADDRESSEES FRECEDEMCE

EROM ALUSLO ,_m_jEz z PRIDAITY

o

g ROUTINE
RELEASED BY _ = OPNAY

= UEFERSED
DATE __ . . S — ==l
TOR CODERDOM 8 PRIQRITY

3 ROUTINE
DECODED BY - =

= DEFERRED
PARAPHRASED BY = L ey pa™ l v —
INDICATE BY ASTERISK ADDRESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY 15 SATISFACTORY,

(SHEET TWO OF TWO SHEETS)

UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRASSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDENCE ol
ORIGIMATOR FILL IN DATE A0 TIME OATE ____Time — __Gcy
TEXT

PRESS QUOTING PRESIDENT TO EFFECT THAT IN EVENT BRITISH
ORDERING SHIPS THROUGH CANAL, AND ORDER NOT OBEYED, BRITISH

BE JUSTIFIED IN DESTROYING THEM. HARWOOD FEELS THIS STATE-
MENT HAS DAMAGED RELATIONS WITH GODFROY WITH WHOM HE HAS

"GENTLEMANS AGREEMENT".

| AM UNDER_IMPRESSION THIS AGREEMENT BETWEEN HAR-
W0OD GODFROY IS TO EFFECT NEITHER WILL TAKE ACTION REGARDING

SHIPS WITHOUT FIRST CONSULTING OTHER.
HARWOOD EXPRESSED CONTENTS THIS MESSAGE TO ME IN

CONF I DENCE REPEAT IN CONFIDENCE STATING HE DID NOT .
* GARBLE. UNDERLINED WORDS BEING SERVICED.
DISTRIBUTION:

@ e+ ++ACTION.

FILE.

SEALED SECRET

Make original oaly, Deliver to communication watch oficer in person. (See Art. 76 (4) NAVREGS.)

1TLI®TY
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,{L MESSAGE y NAYY DEPARTM!
Mo e = —
DRAFTER EXTEMSION NUMBER ADDRESSEES PRECEDEMCE
FOM 18| OPNAY PPPPPP
2 ROUTINE
RELEASED BY __ . =
- LEFERRED
i 29—Juk¥ 1542 S —
TOR CODEROOM _ﬂﬂﬂfﬁ P 5 PHIDRITY
-
= ROUTIME
orcooeo oY WATERS g ll
5 DEFERRED
mowiseon COPELAND - | S

IMOICATE BY ASTERISK ADORESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY.

corcLam  comegrion 1o gag 18 g5t

1.|N|.[55 ﬂTH[H'H'I'SI:' |NI!|'|-J.TED THIL I:HS.N.TIIH 'A'ILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH I}EF[HHE{! ?I'-'IEE-[EIENI:L 3 e 8 TR

ORIGINATOR FILL I DATE AND TIME DaTE ___ume —

TEXT

FOLLOWING 1S REPETITION OF LAST PARAGRAPH OF ALUSLO SUEZ
279339 (NCR 858):(GARBLE CLEARED BY SERVICE)

 HARWOOD EXPRESSED CONTENTS THIS MESSAGE TO ME IN
CONF IDENCE REPEAT IN CONFIDENCE STATING HE DID NOT WISH

TO BE QUOTED.

- W

DISTRIBUTION:
m.‘..-"‘mlrin-
8/ FILE

SEALED SECRET

Make eriginal ealy. Deliver to communication watch officer in person.  (See Art. 76 (4) NAVREGS.)
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1230 July 14

This message was shown by Lt.
Mott to Admiral EKing; Admirel Cun-
ningham, with Admiral King's approval;
Admiral Wilkinson, Director of Naval
Intelligence; and Mr. Dunn of the
State Department.

Mr. Dunn requested a copy of the

despatch for the Secretary of State.




SSMAYAL HES“EI NAYY DEPARTMF™™"

(% —

DRAFTER EXTENSION NUMBER ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE
reow ALUSLO SUWZ. OPNAV PRIDRAITY
| ROUTIKE
RELERSED BY . - J
/ UEFERRED

DATE 14 JULY 8 o R

Toncooenoow 4999 0 0
oecooio ey DELAMATYR

IKFORMATION |' FOR ACTION

FRIORITY

ROUTIME

DEFERRED

ey LELAMD 2y e ==, I TR

INDICATE BY ASTERISK ADDRESSELS FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY 15 SATISFACTORY.

UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRAMSMITTED WITH

ROUTED BY LT FULTON 131535 NCR 2398

FER PRECEDENCE

ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AMD TIME
————meeee

II‘!E GCT

= —————

DATE

=5 ==

TEXT

aTIAT

OPNAV 10319 DEL IVERED COOPER 14TH FOR TRANSMITTAL GODFROY.
COOPER IN MOTOR ACCIDENT ENROUTE ISMAILIA FROM SUEZ 11TH
SUFFER ING BROKEN ARM MINOR INJURIES PLACED HOSPITAL SHIP
'ISMAILIA. EYE DELIVERED MESSAGE GODFROY 1BTH. GODFROY
INFORMS MOVEMENT SHIPS TO MARTINIQUE VIOLATION AXIS FRENCH
ARMISTICE AS TRIP SUCH DURATION ONLY BE MADE COOPERATION
ALLIED NATIONS AT WAR AXIS. STATED ALTHOUGH MART{NIQUE
LOYAL FRENCH PORT SUCH MOVE PLACE HIM SAUE POSITION FREE
FRENCH WHICH HE DEFINITELY DOES NOT WISH. STATES PERSONALLY
BOUND 8TIPULATIONS ARMMISTICE AS LOYAL FRENCH NAVAL OFFICER.
STATED MOVE TO MARTINIQUE PERSONALLY MORE FAVORABLE THAN
SOUTH AMERICA BUT DEFINITELY AGAINST ANY MOVE THROUGH SUEZ
CANAL. INSISTS SHIPS SHOULD BE ALLOWED PROCEED FRENCH
NORTH AFRICAN PORT PREFERABLY BIZERTE. SPOKE VAGUELY

LAVAL STATING LAVAL SUBTLE SMART AND HAVE SOME SOLUTION

SEALED SECGRET

Make original only. Deliver to communication waich officer in person. (See Ari. 76 (1) NAVREGS.)
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AL MESSAGE ' NAYY DEPARTMI

grinr. Tha FELL ML . - i =
ORAFTER EXTENSION HUMBER ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE
mom _ ALUSLO SUEZ |3 OPNAV PRIORYTY
2 ROUTINE
RELEASED &Y s i Sl =i E
= DEFERRED
DATE e o et s 1 1 : St
=
TOR CODERDOM ) M MR PRIDRITY.
S ROUTINE
DECODED BY TR
= DEFERRED
PARAPHRASED BY - o] - Y S | i =

—— e ————— e——

IMOICATE BY ASTERISK IDEIRE'SiEr.i FOR WHICH MAIL DEHVERY 15 SATISFACTORY.

1535 NCR 2398

IﬂlLE“ o7 WISE INDIC ATEI:I THI5 miPH’iH WiLL BE r&.tnsmrrm ﬂ'ITH. ﬂfFEi ED PRU:-EDFHEL o3

:EET

DRIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AND TIME ] DATE —  TIME

TEXT

TO MATTER WITH FORMAL REPLY UNDOUBTEDLY FORTHCOMING AND HE
MUST ABIDE HIS GOVERNMENTS BECISION. APPEARS GODFROY
WOULD ORDER SHIPS PROCEED FRENCH PROPER OR FRENCH NORTH
AFRICAN PORT Wi THOUT RECOURSE VICHY (POSSIBLE HE HAS ALREADY
RECEIVED SUCH PERMISSION @ BUT WILL NOT ORDER MOVE THROUGH
A CANAL TO PORT OUTSIDE SPHERE CONTROL AXI8. DEFINITELY
DOES NOT WIBH CAUSE DISPLEASURE AXI8. GODFROY PREPARED
SHORT WRITTEN REPLIES EACH MESSAGE WHICH BEING FORWARDER
AIRMAIL DETAIL REPORT. THIS AND MY @6@7¢#@ ARE ACCURATE
SUMMARIES AND STATED REPLIES. POSITION GODFROY DELICATE
BUT EYE AM CONVINCED HIS DECISION FIRM WITH OUT ORDERS
VICHY OR POSSIBLY DRASTIC FORM LHEB&I.HE.

NO OTHER DISTRIBUTION BY NCR.
?ETIDH. PlAceccsss

SEALED SECRET

Make original only. Deliver to communication walch officer in person,  (See Art. 78 {4y NAVREGS.)
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18H (Parda)

This telegram st br Vichy

gloagly paraphrosed BeE=-

fore telng eousunicated Doted July 11, 1942

te anyone, (8C i

Heo'd 11:04 o.M

Broretary of Btate,

fiashington,

TRIPLE PRIORITY

1010, July 11, 1 pa.m.

I saw Levol this morning and transmitted to him the
message in the sense indicnted in your 430, Jaly B,
midnights

Laval stated that he regretfully had to inform
we that the resident's proposal was unmcceptable and
that he was certoin that Oerman and Italion gonsEnt
thereto could never be obtained, He added that o
pooept our proposal the Gerpans would insist that
&n equivalent amount of French navel tonnoge ahould bEe
agnt to a French harbor in ocoupled Fronogs HE was ¥
not prepared to accEpt our stotement to the effeot that .
the proposed arrangement could not be sald to be wisla=
tive of the arnistler sgreements and informgd ne that
I pould expeet from him o written answer not later thon
Monday, July 13. :

Thile laval's attitude wos not favorable to the [

proposed




-2« #1010 July 11, 1 p.me from (Paris) Vichy

proposed arrangement, he remarked with obvlous
setisfoction that he was glad to sege that our
Government was willing to suggest that French chips

ghould be sent to & French port.

TUCE

NPL




<) ~ SECRET i,

(Pauris)

Vichy

Dated July 11, 1942

Rec'd 11:04 a,m.
Secretary of State,

Washington.

TRIFLE PRIORITY

1010, July 11, 1 pem.

I saw Leaval this morning and transmitted to him the messars in \
the genss indicated in your 430, July 9, midnight,

laval stated that he rapretfully had to inform me that the re-
eident's (*) proposal was unaeceptabls and that he was certain that
Garman and Ttallan consent thereto could never be cbtained., He
ndded that to accept our proposal the Germans would insist that an
aquivalent amount of French naval tonnare should be sent to & French
herbor in cccupied France., He was not preparsd to accept our state=
ment to the effect that the proposed arranrement could not be said
to be violative of the armistice agreements and informed me that T
ocould expeot from him a written answer not later than Monday, July
15.

While Laval's attitude was not favorable to the proposed arrange=
ment, he remarked with cbvious satisfmaction thet he was rlad to mes
that our Covernment was willine to sugrest that Franch ships should
bea sent to a French port.

TUCK

* Map Room Note: This should tndoubtedly be "president's",

! SECRET




JULY 9, 1942

FROM : OPNAV

TO: ALBENA OATRO 4
ALUSNOB SUEZ.

PRESIDENT WISHES FOLLOWING MESSAGE BE COMMUNICATED AT ONCE BY
SENIOR AVAILABLE U. S. NAVAL OFFICER TO ADMIRAL GODFROY. THIS
SAME MESSAGE HAS BEEN SENT BY STATE DEPARTMENT TO VICHY FOR TRANS-
KEITTAL TO LAVAL. QUOTE. THE PRESIDENT PROPOSES THAT IF THE FRENCH
GOVERMNMENT AGREES THAT THE FRENCH MAVAL UNITS NOW AT ALEXANDRIA

BE WITHDRAWN BY WAY OF THE SUEZ CAMAL, THE GOVERNLENT OF THE UNITED
STATES, BY AGRERMENT WITH THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT, WILL GRANT SAFE
PASSAGE TO MARTINIQUE, WHERE THEY WILL NOT BE USED BY THE UNITED
STATES OR BRITISHE GOVERMMENTS, BUT WHERE THEY WILL BE IMMOBILIZED
ON THE SAME BASIS AS THE FRENCH WARSHIPS NOW AT FORT DE FRANCE

FOR THE DURATION OF TEE WAR, WITH THE ASSURANCE THAT AT THE TERM-
INATION OF TEE WAR THEY WILL BE RESTORED TO THE FRENCH PEOPLE.

THE UNITED STATES AND BRITISH GOVERMMENTS AGREE T0 PERIOD=
ICAL RELI¥F AND REPATRIATION OF THE CREWS AFTER THEY HAVE REACHED
MARTINIQUE ON THE SAME BASIS WHICH WOULD HAVE OBTAINED HAD THE
SHIPE REMAINED AT ALEXANDRIA.

THE PRESIDENT PROPOSES THAT THIS ARRANGEMENT BE ENTERED INTO
IRRESPECTIVE OF WHETHER THE FALL OF ALEXANDRIA BECOMES IalINENT
SINCE TEESE SHIPS WOULD IN ANY CASE BE IN DANGER OF ENEMY
ATTACK THERE.




page 2

INAEMUCH AS THESE SHIPE HAVE FROM THE BEGINNING OCCUPIED
A EPECIAL AND ARE NOW IN A PRECARIOUS SITUATION, THEY ARE NOT
WITEIN THE OPERATIVE PROVISIONS OF THE ARMISTICE AGREEMENT AND
HENCE THE PROPOSED ARRANGEMENT COULD NOT EE SAID TO BE VIOLATIVE
OF THAT AGREFRMENT. UNQUOTE. ACKNOWLEDGE.

o~ T ¥
N'f_-‘:" fu € (e

—

J. L. MoCREA
CAPTAIN, USN

JULY 9, 2150.




July ©, 1942,

AMEMBASSY
VICHY (FRANCE)

You should transmit to Laval as soon as possible a
message in the following sense!

The President proposes that if the French Government
agrees that the French naval units now at Alexandria be
withdrawn by way of the Suez Canal, the Government of the
United States, by agreement with the British Covernment,
will grant safe passage to Martinique, where they will
not be used by the United States or British Governments,
but where they will be immobiligzed on the same basls as
the French warships now at Fort de France, for the duratic
of the war, with the assurance that at the termination of
the war they will be restored to the Frenoh people.

The United States and British Governments agree %o
periodical relief and repatriation of the orews after
they have reached Martinique on the same basis vﬁg}hﬂ
obtained had the ships remained at Alexandria.

The President proposes that this arrangement be ente:
in




inte irrespective of whether the fall of Alexandria becomes
imminent, since these ships would in any case be in danger
of enemy attack there.

Inasmuch as these ships have, from the beginning,
oocoupied a special and are now in a precarious situation,
they are not within the overative provisions of the armistice
agreenent ) and henoe the proposed arrangement could not be
sald to be violative of that agreement.

() A
15
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AS Beirut
This telegrem must be .
closely parephrescd be= Dated July 7, 1842

fore belng communiccoted
to enyone. (8C) Rec'd 3:02 p.m,

Secretary of State,

Woshington.

241, July 7, 2 pem,.

Am Informed by Chief British cnd French nevel
officers st Beirut thet thia 1s to be Allied submerine
base in Mediterraneans Ten or twelve submarines are
expected here in near future ond sbout o hundred
naval offlicers. Bomblngs of port ere expected.

Heife 1s to be destroyer bese.

Whetever battleships were in eestern Mediterrencen
have gone through Censl. I got no definite stetement
rE crulsers but gathered they heve also left these
pertss English nevol forces nat Alexendris ere in-
significant but Frendh fleet 1s still theres They
appeered to believe thet Helfs end Beirut could only
be of adequete service for short time and that if
Alexendrie fEll to enemy and were not soon recovered,

ships would have to meke a bresk for Gilbrelter,

GWYNN
EJH




Dil . (Paris)

This telegron st be !Vichy
paranhrased before belng

corpraniccted to anyone Doted July 77,1948
cthizr thon a Governnemtal

ageneys (ER) \ Reotd 8:48 parl,

Secretory of Siate,

Washington.

TRIFLE PRIORITY

RUSH

886, July T, B peils

Laval sent for me this afternoon at fiﬁ{E otelock
end in the presence of Nochat delivered to me a note
which he requested that I transmdt to oy Governnent.

The following i1 o closE tronslotion of this
corrmnlcotion:

"The Prench Govermment hed been apprised of
the Anericon oide uenoire of July 3 concerning -the
French noval squadron at lesandria,

The propeoscls subidtted were so incecceptable

¢ that it was justified in thinking as was stated to
the Charge @PAffoires of the United States on July
3 thoet the Pederal GoveErnmeEnt mast have drovym up
this document before learning of the decision taken

by the German and Italicn Governments to abide by

|
|
the provisions |
’




O Q

w@= 1086, July 7, B pems Iron Paris, Vichy.

the provisiona of the /rristice Convention and
net to put forward any eclain with regard to the
French fleet ot Llexandrin. This deeision hos y
been nnde movm to the Federal Governnent of July 2.
In an orcl declaration the Charge ariffaires of
the United States informed the French Governnent on
July 5 that the Pederal Governnent nointoined its note
in the terts in which 1t had been preaent ed
After this confirmation the French Governnent 1s
in o position to appreclate the full extent of the
olains of the Federal Government, It rejects then
fornnlly as being contrary o the honor and intereats
of Francte The Federal Governuent is aware that the
French Governnent has the legitinate precccupation not
only of maintaining the French flag on the vesstls
of i’f;s squadron at Llexandria, nll vessela of ita
navy, but clso of insuring 1tself itas safety. ThE
Federal Governnent also lmows thot controry to the
allegotions so ofteEn spread in fnerlea the French
Governnient hos never delivered nor atteupted to
deliver any ont of its worships to forelgh povVErf.
mhe Federal Government which was informed of
the decision talen by the Gernoan and Italian Govern=

ments in application of the arriistice conventlons

connot




< 0

= '}JIE'BG' mif '?' B Daells Ifron Pﬂriﬂ. viﬂh}‘.

ponnot contend that our ships ot Llexandric are in
donzer of 1falling into the hands of German or
Ttolian militory or naval forces?!, The correctlon
a8 WEll as the precision of the gernan and Itolian
replies should not permit the Federcl Governnent

to adept such an attitude vhich 1is in your eatinate
vis a vis the French Governuent.

If the Federal Governuent is as it claims desirous
of safeguarding the interests of the French navy it
would not hove refused but on the contrary would
have facilitated the deporture of our vessels fron
Alezondria towards o French port, the Federal Covern=
rnent in asking that our varships be directed toward
o lsgcure! Anerican port of asylunm advances o cladnm
thot is clearly incompatible with French obligations
under the Armistice conventlionse i

The Federal Government on the other hand in
forrmlating such a denond casts a slur on the
dignity of France. The French Governnent connot
alloy ite word to be doubied at 2 tine wvhen 1t renewa
1ts resolution to mointain all its wor vessels under

the Prench floge The Frderal Government fails to

appreclate




wie #9086, July 7, 8 peits fron Paris, Viohy.

appreciate the traditions of honor of the French
Navy which alone intends to ensure the safegucrd of
the vessels which the nation has entrusted to its
COrE,

The French Government talies note that the Amcrican
Covernnent declares as Justifiable the destruction of
FPrench veasels ot ;1£xnnﬂgin, we refuse to obey the
orders of the British forces,

The Freneh Governnent wishes once again to atress
the ectreme gravity of the conaequence which night
result from any act ér viclence occuring ot lAlexzandria
against the Prench naval forces.

The French Governnent notes with regret thot
President Roosevelt does not hesitate to asscciate
hingelf in udvanﬁs with the heavy reaponsibilitics of
thosot who in conterpt of militory honor conteuplate
o eriminal action against o disarned squadron,

inother outrageg, following that of liersel Kebir,
ghould on the cnntrary_wfi;h heavily on the consciEnce
of the [merican peEcplEs

Fpance has o right to be respected,”

For the sake of acﬁurncy I wish to point out
thot when I delivered the glst of the Departmentts 413

of July




-5= ;#086, July 7, 8 p.u, fron Paris, ¥ichy,

of July 4, 3 ps2s to Logarde (Erbassyts 973,
JUuly 5; < Pafls) I'gn:c hin an exact verbal
translation of its second parcgroph. I did not
(repent not) say that "the Federol Governnent
raintained its note in the terms in which it had

bEEn presented,”

TUCcx

CSB
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

THE BECRETARY

July 4, 1942

MEMCRANDI™ FOR THE PRESIDENT

In view of the telegram of July 3,
6 p.m., copy of which is hereto attached,
I would 1ike to kmow whether you wish to
gand this telapram in the form, es drafted,
or with any modificetions you wish to meke.

(Penciled)

CH
OK

FDR




July 4, 15942

AMERTCAN EVMRASSY

VIMHY (FRAWCE).

Your 967, July 3, 6 p.m.

It is true thet our 411, July 3, 1 a.m, was sent bef
recelving your 962 of July 2, 7 p.m.

Department's 411 of July %2, 1 a.m., tranamits the Pre

proposal as ha wishes it to ba laid before +he Freanch Gov

ACTION TAKEN IN MAP RDEEL

Received from Stete Department at 1216, EWT, July 4,
18423 telephoned to Captain MeCrea immadietely; and then
deliverad to Mims Tully as dirscted by Captain Yerea,
Returned by Miss Tully to Map Room st 1430 with Pragidant?
"0.E." Delivered tc Mr, James Tunn personally in the ¥ap
Room at 1500. M¥r. Tunn steted that he would put it on
the wires immediately,

Mr. Terry, in Captain MeCrea's Office, notified of
above action et 1510,

CHESTER HAMMONWD
Maior, J.A.G.D,




REC > Vichy
Thie tolegram must be
elosely parcphrasct bo- Datod July 4, 1942
fore boing comsunientod
to rnyono. (5C) Roe'd 12:30 p.m.
¢

Boorotnry of Btate

Washington

TRIPLE PRICRITY.

RUSH.

8971, July 4, 11 A.=.

Wy 987 July 3, 6 pPaM.

I hrpponod to meoot Rechat late yostorday
evenin-. He informed me that nccording to n tolo-
oram rocoived yoaterday nfternocn from Admirrl
Godefroynt, Aloxandrin, the Britleh hed mada no
{ropont no) dconnde of nny kind in cenncetlion
with the Fronch squadron thore. Hochot wishod mo
to know this chiofly bocousc of unsubstomtinted ro-
ports which wore nfloat in Yichy yeatorday to the
effcet that the British intonfod to scuttlo tho
French floot in Alexandrirn.

Sochat added thnt nftor cur convorantion with
Lavod yesterdey afterncon admirnl Auphnn hed O0X-
prassed to hin his qnnvlatiqp thet Af tho Fronoh
Bovoranent woro to cemply with tho suggestion and
sffor of tho Unitod Stntce Government ho was cortaln
thrt the Gormen Governmont would demand the coeslon
of nn cqual amount of tonnoge of Fronch wnr vossels

now lying in French ports.
W53 TUok



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

THE SECRETARY
[STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL

(Paris)
Vichy

. This camia wasseni in confaantial Code, |

It sheuld we careiully saraencases wefers Dated July 3, 1942
Balng communicales (s anvens |

Hec'd 4:45 p.m.

Secretary of State,

YWashington.

967 July 3, 6 p.m.

T saw Laval this afterncon at four o'clock and
delivered the message contained in your 411 July 5, 1 a.m.
Hochat was present and Admiral Auphan was hurrledly
summoned.

Leval 's immediate resctlon was one of extreme
snnoyance. He characterized our suggestion as "injuricus
and insulting" and remarked that the fresldent must have
a very curious conception of French honor. He then asked
me whether this message constituted a reply to his two
commmnications to me of July 1 (Embassy's 956 July 1,

7 p.m.) and of July 2 (Embassy's 962, July 2, 7 p.m.).
I replied that the messapge from my Government made &
reference only to the commmication which he had made
to me on July 1. He requested me to forward a reply
to my Government of which the followlng 1s a close

translation.

"Mr. Tuck




| STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

THE SECRETARY Ars cagin was et in eemRamatial Coan

It shgule we carefully paragnrases walore

2 ' balng cOmmURICELMG L8 a0 yene

i, Tuck delivered today at four o'eclock to the
Chief of the Government an Americen note. This note
13 drawn up in terms so inacceptable that the French
Government 1s forced to belleve that 1t does not con-
stitute an answer to the alde-memoire which was dellivered
yesterday--July 2--to the American Charge d'Affalres.

"Before dellivering a sultable reply to thlis note
the Chief of the ‘rench Govermment has asked Mr. Tuck
to question his Government on this point."

Laval considered that our suggestion and offer to
the French Government was beyond all reason. Why he
aslked was our Government averse to the French fleet 1n
Alexandria proceeding to a French port? France had
originally with difficulty obtained German agreement to
retain these ships in Alexandria and we were now sug-
gesting that the French CGovernment should tale actlion
contrary to the Armistice Conventlon, while at the
same time we continuously insisted upon the strict
cbservance of the terms of that conventlon.

I seld that if I had understood him and Admiral
Muphan correctly, thelr maln precccupatlon was to

preserve these ships for the Irench Navy and that the

proposal




STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

THE SECRETARY | This cosle was veni | comBdential Code,
It sheulg wa carsiully paragnrases eelers |
Balng communICaleg 18 anyore !

=S

proposal made by our President did in effect guarantee
thelr return to France at the end of the war.

Laval stated that the French Govermnment could under
no clreumstence accept our suggestion and that he hoped
that when our Government had had time to review the
messege which he had delivered to me on July 2 and
which embodied the communications recelved from the
Armistice Commissions at Wiesbaden and Turin, 1t would
be prepared to reconsider 1ts position. It was for thls

reason that he would limit himself for the time belng

to the reply above quoted.

TUCK




July 3, 1042

AMERICAN EMBASSY,

VICHY.

il

TRIPLE PRICRITY.

Your 986, July 1, 7 p.m.

You should immediately transmit the Tollowing
message to Laval)

The President is, of course, deeply concerned
that the French men or war now at Alexandria should
under no circumstances fall inte the hands of the
Oerman or Italian military or naval forces. The
President 1s equally deeply interested in the restora-
tion of these ships to Pranee at the end of the war,

He has, therefore, so informed the Eritish Government
and now makes the ®1llowing suggestion and of fer to
the French Govermment,

The President proposes that the French ships at
Alsxandria be placed in the protective custody of the
United States which 1s to include Passage of the Frenech
mwmmmmmmu-mm




remote port of asylum for the duration of the war in a
port of the United States or other Amerlecan republic
to be mutually agreed upon with the guarantee of the
return of the French ships to France at the end of the
war.

The Fresident feels that this proposal 1s in the
interest of France. However, 1 this offer on behalf
of the United States is not accepted by the French
Government, the Eritlish, lmowlng of this offer, would
of course be properly and wholly Justifled in ordering
the 'rench shipe through the Suez Conel, and 11 the
order were not obeyed would be wholly Justified in
destroying the ships to prevent them from falling
into the hands of the enemy.

The President trusts that this reasonable proposa

can be accepted for the honor of France.

PA/D1JCD:DIFB183




Tt Rockwell (or whomever Captain MeCree suggeste)
TROM: Chief of Maval Operations (if Captain Mclres so determines)

Please notify Admiral Godfrey at once that the U. 5. Govern-
ment bas formally advised Laval that the United SBtates is prepared to
offer asylum for French ships now in Alsxandria. Ships to sall via
gues and can be maintained in neutrsl ports such as Uruguay if that
is desired. United States guarantees to return ships to France after
the war. This offer is predicated on the assumption that shipe would
stherwise fall under German control. Under no circumatances will
British permit ships to be returned to French ports. Advise Godfrey
further that President is prepared to offer asylum after consultation
with the British irrespective of outcome of prasent battle in Egynt.

Notify British of your action and advise Departmsnt at once.

(Instructions from Mr. Hopkinsj  The President wants copy of this as
socon as Navy gets themj-to Admiral Cunningham in
Washington, and to State Department. Notify both of them
that the message has been sent and show them the message.

Heee Copry
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JW Vichy
This telegram muet bo
cloecly prraphraescd bo- Dated 28, 1542
fore bolng communicatcd
to enyono. (3C) Rae'd 12:40 p.m,., ord

Bacrot-ry of Btate, : =
Washinrton. STHI‘GTLT CONFIDENTIAL

TRIPLE T"RIORITY.

RUSH

962, July 2, 7 pD.n. (SECTION ONE)

Leval sonb fer me this aftornoon at.4 o'clock.

On my er-ival I found Admiral Auphnan, Minlater of Marine |

nnd Rochnt nrosent. Laval sresconted me with what he

hT]

scribed as an ailde momoire, the contantez of whilch
he requeosted me to bring urgently to the attention of
my Governmant. The following is a crraful translation
of thls communication:

"Tho evolution of the military siturtion criatod
by the rapid adv-once of Rommel's army had naturally
dravn the attontion of the French Government to the fate
of our squadron which lies at Alcxandrla.

On June 26 Admiral Auphnan addressed to admirel
Godefroy a telegrem of instructions. In casc the
British were to ovecurte Alexandria tho latter

(godafroy) should attempt to reach a Franch port.

If thnt




-2- #g62, July 2, 7 p.m. (SECTION ONE) from Vichy

If that werc to prove impossiblc, he was to remain

on at Alexandris undgr tho French flag nnd rofuse to
follow the British in their retreat. Hc was

rominded thrt our ships were not to fall into forocign
hnnds".

This telegrnm of instructions was on the followling
dny - June 27 - communilcnted to the Armisticc Commleslions
At Wiseboaden nnd at Turin.

The Fronch ch;rnmcﬁt receolved today July 2 the two

followingcommunications from Yicsbaden ~nd from Turin:

TUCK
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MJF Vichy

Thie telegram must be

closely parrphrased be- Dated July 2, 18542
fore belng communicated

to anyone. (Su) Ree'd 2:37 a.m., drd

Secretary of Btate,

Weehington,

TRIPLE PRIORITY
RUSH

962, vuly 2. 7 p.m. (SECTIOK DO)

‘{one) the Supreme German Commsnd recognizes that
the instructions given to the French Merlitime forces
at Alexandris esre in conformity with the Armistice
Convention. The Supreme German Commend gives at the
seme time the assurance that 1t intends to act ln coR-—
formity with prticle eight of thies Convention with
regrrd to all French naval vessels which might be
found in Alexendris as £ result of having exolicitly
cerried out the instructions given by the French
Admiralty.

{two) the Italian Government hee decided to adhere
purely end s imoly to the Armistice Conventlion snd
advences no pretenslon ee regerds the French Nevel
veesels no metter undsr what conditions they may be
found in Alexendrias'.

The Chlef of the French Government conslders it hles

duty




@ 2

-2~ #9862, July 2, 7 p.m. (SECTION TWO) from Vichy

dutv to call thaee frcte to the attention of tliz Federal
Government. He requeete to take cognizence cf this
communication which ie e sequel to the communication
which the Federsl Government received yesterday from

the Frenzh Government.

TUCK




MJF

This telegram must be
closely prrephrreed be-
fore being communicated
to snyone. (8C)

Secretary of State,

Weshington

TRIFLE PRIORITY

RUSH

g62, July 2, 7 p.m.

Vichy
Dated July 2, 1942

Reec'd 12:26 2.m.,3rd

SECTION THREE)

Any act of vlolence on the pert of the British 1n

view of these sbove indicesticns might result in con-

sequences the extreme gravity of which could not be

overlooked by the Federsl Government".

In hending me thie communicetlion Level seid thet

he considered 1% his duty to keep our Government 1n-

formed frenkly end openly ee r<gerde the stend which

the French Government intended to erdopt 1n connectio -

with ite noaval eguedron Pt Alexandriae. He epesumed

that the Depertment of State would communlicnie this

informetion to the Britlsh Government.

{END OF MESSAGE)

TUCK




SECRET

No. 962 FROM: VICHY, FRANCE July 2, 1942  7:00 P.M.

1 saw Laval this afternoon at four o'clock. At his request,
Admiral Auphan, Minister of Marine, was present. I was handed a memorandum
which I was requested urgently to bring to the attention of my government.
& careful translation follows:

"The evolution of the military situation created by the rapld
advance of Rommel's army had naturally drawn the attention of the
French Government to the fate of our squadron which lay at Alexandria.

"On June 26th, Admiral Auphan addressed to Admiral Godfroy a
telegram of instructions. In case the British were to evacuate
Alexandria, the latter (Godfroy) should attempt to reach a Fremch
port. If that were to prove lmposaible, he was to remain on at
Alexandria under the French flag and refuse to follow the British
in their retreat. He was reminded that our ships were not to fall
into foreizn bands.

"on June 27th, the following day, this telagram was communicated
to the Armistice Commission at Wiesbaden and at Turin.

"The French Government received today, July 2nd, the two following
communications from Wiesbaden and from Turin:

1(1) The Supreme German Command recognizes that the instruc-
tions given to the Frenmch maritime forces at Alsxandria are in
conformity with the Armistice Convention. The Supreme Germsn
Command glves at the same time the assurance that it intends
to act in conformity with Article 8 of this Convention with
regard to all French naval vessels which might be found in
Alexandris as a result of having explicitly carried out the
instructions given by the French Admiralty.

t(2) The Italisn Government has decided to adhere simply and
purely to the Armistice Convention and advances no pretension
as regards the French naval vessels no matter under what con-
ditions they may be found in Alexandris.'

"The Chief of the Fremch Government considers it his duty to call
these Tacts to the attention of the American Government. He requests
that cognizance will be taken of this comminication which follows the
communication which the United States Governsent received yesterday
from the French Government.




-3 -

fhny act of vliolemce on the part of the British in view of these
above indications might result in consequences the axtreme gravity
of which could not be overlocked by the Federal Government.”

In handing me this communication Laval said that he considered
{t his duty to keep our Covernment openly and frankly informed as regards
the position taken by the French government in connection with its naval
squadron at Alexandria. It was his assumption that this information
would be communicated by the Department of State to the British Government.

TUCK

Note: Mr. Dunn stated that the mbove despatch had been given to the
British Embassy in Washington on the morning of July Zrd.
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Ja {Peris)

This telegrom must be Viehy

olosely pernphroscd be=-

fore being communiccted Deted July 1, 1 842

to anyone . (8C)
Rec'd 11:30 pams

Seeretory of 3tetr,

[STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL

Washington.
TRIFLE PRIOQRITY
RUSH

956, July 1, 7 peme (SECTION ONE)

Acting on my own inietive T oolled on Admirel
Auphen, Minister of Marine this moealing. I sold
whot the news regording Rommel's pdvence in Egypt
gppecred to be incrcasingly sericus snd thet the
lotest reports indlected thaé the apecrheesd of
thr Afrike Eorps hed reached E1 Debr which is
vEry neer to Alexondrin. I said thot were Romme L
to succeed in cccupying the Mile Velley ond Alixandrio
the situction with regrrd to the Frenech Neval
squadron in thot port would become an EXtremely
delicote onEs I caked him whether he would give
me the benefit of his reoctlon to the situctlon.

Admiral Auphon replicd thet the pesition of
the French fleet 4o Alexondrds wes indeed 80
eriticnl thet it wos giving his government the
most serious precocuprtion. He hed only one hope

gnd that wes to




=2= 856, July 1, 7 p.m.(SECTION OME) from (Paris) Vichy
and thet wes to save these wessels for the French fleet
end he greetly fecred thet the British might resort

"to cnother Mers=-el=Kebir", I asked him whether thought

hed been glven to the possibllity of sending these vessels
through the Suez Cenal into the Indian Ocean. He replied
thet this would be impossible ea 1t would convey to the
Germens "en appearcance of dissidence." He reminded me
that there had been greet difficulty with the Germans

in the past in conntetion with the presence of these ehips
in Alexandrie as the terms of the ermistice mpguired

thet French naval vessels should remoin in French ports.
Any ottempt teo send them to sefety through the Red Sea
would certainly be intervreted by the Germans es & move
towards dlsslidence ond would oreate serious difficulties
for the French Governments I seld thet I hoped he would
understend thet my visit wes of on unofficiel chergcter
end thet I had not come on behelf of my government. I
thought ' however, that it would be of interest te the
Department of Stete to be informed of his views. He

seld thet before he could suthorize me to ascquaint my

govermment of his resction he felt it necessery to mention
the metter to Lavals He would then let me know whether I

was at liberty to inform my government.

Level sent




-3= 956, July 1, 7 p.m. (SECTION CME) from (Peris) Vichy
b ¥ Loaval sent for me this afternoon ot 4 c'clock.

I found Admiral Auphen ond Rochat present. Lavel said

that Admiral Auphan had scquainted him of my visit ond

thet while he understood perfectly that I hed not been

sent by my govermment he weos nevertheless glad of the
opportunity to scquaint me of his govermment's offlcial
position in connection with the French Fleet at

Alexondric. He then dicteted to Rochat 1n my presence

a stotement of vwhich the following is & careful

tronslotions

TUCK




ELF (Paris)

This telegram nust be Vichy

olosely paraphrased be-

fore being comrunicated Doted July 1, 1948,

t- nnyone. (8C)
: Rea'd 10132 pane

Secretary of State,

Waghington.

TRIPLE PRIORITY

RUSH

085, July 1, 7 peme (SECTION THO)

"Phe French Government Fgsires by all means
possible to -save the French gquadron which ia now
at iLlexandrio,

If the British forces should hove to Evacuate
Alexendric the Freach Government will not permit
that our ships shruld be molested by these furces
before their departures In such an gventuality they
would defend themselves by all the meona at thelr
disposal, .4dmirnl Godefroy, commander of the sguadron
has received order to refuse to follow the British
in their retreat, _

If n new attempt such as that of Mumel=keblr
Wwere to occur the enonsequences would be serious,

The French Gvernment again reaffirms that all
French warships ean only remain French which 1s

furthermore in conformity with the armistice conventions,

In present




-2-#956, July 1, 7 pen. (SECTION Ti0) from.(<aris) Vichy.

Inpresent circumatances the French Government vould
1like to see (envisage rait volontiers) its shivs in
o position to proceed freely to the neorest French
port.

Laval them told me the Germons had brought up
this matter some time ago and that precisely the
same answer had been given to thems He soid that he
prefered that no publicity should be given to my
visit or to the above stontement. He nevertheleas
welcomed the opportunity to acquaint the United
States Government's stand with regard tn the fleet
in ..lexandria and he hoped thot i1t might be possible
in the near future to receive an expression of our
recction.

(END OF MESS.GE),

TUCIK
KLF
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