J

Folder 10. MR 604 (2) Sec. 1—O0il Conference,
20 February-23 June 1944,




FROM: THE PRESIDENT
T0 : THE PRIME MINISTER

NO* : 568, 23 JUNE 1944

_ e e = = = =

Your 708. Beaverbrook i1s as you know an old friend of mine and

I shall be very happy to see him.

= # # ¥ *

ROOSEVELT




FROM: THE PRESIDENT.
TO : AMBASSADOR WINANT, LONDON.
NO : 231617 NCR 310, 23 JUNE 19.4.

Recelpt of your message filed 1400 Z on the Zlst is acknowledged.

Glad to know.

ROOSEVELT




Bikr “Roou o D8 PARK)

FROM: AMBASSADOR WINANT, LONDON
T0O : THE PRESIDENT
NO : Unno, Filed 21/1400Z, 21 JUNE 1944

After reading the Prime Minister's message to you, number 708, I
feel you should knmow the exact sltuaticn in the Cabdnet in relation to
pil. Last week the Cabinet decided in principle to continue the oil con-
ferences. The appointment of conferees was left to the Prime Minister.

It is recogniszed that the ablest man to conduct these negotiatlons is
Leathers, but he is not available as he is needed to handle transport

for the second front operations. The Cabinet Committee in charge of this
problem, therefore, recommended John Erown, Lloyd and Halifax. This
group felt that a friendly conciliatory approach would be the con-
structive approsch, This recommendstion had the support of Eden, John
Anderson and Leathers. Beaverbrook has been representing a table thumping
opposition to our position. It would be & shrewd guess to assume that the
Prime Minister in his suggestion to you believes that the simplest method
of meeting this opposition is to appoint Beaverbrook to represent the
British Government in the negotistions. It might, also, be wise, from our
point of view, to accept this judgement but I wanted you to understind the
underlying situation.

I mist ask you to protect me in forwarding this information as its
disclosure would bring about serlous consequences to those who have in-

formed me.




Regraded Unclassified




DEPARTMENT OF STATE
THE SECRETARY !

March 11, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

In responge to your memorandum of
March eighth, with attached flle, there
ie enclosed herewith a draft reply for
your coneideration, If this meets with
your approval would you please return a

copy with your CO,K, so that 1t may be

gent to London?




COPY 1 B1ARK

This telegram must be
elosely paraphrased before
being communicated %o

anyone. Har, 10, 1944
1l p.nm.
AMEMBASSY ,
LORDON,
1836

FOR THE AMBASBADOR FROM THE PREBIDENT.

AB you know, the State Department's press release
on the oil conversations which was issued on Marech 7
(3tate Department's telegram number 1725, Mareh 7)
named the group which will conduct the conversations at
the high level and indicated that the technical exnlora-
tory disoussions will lead to the high level conversa=
tions at an early date, I believe tiils is in line with
Lden's view as glven in your telegranm of liarch 6 convey-
ing the Prime !linlater's message relative to the release.

Pleage inform the Prime Minister that I conslder 1%
moet desirable that the British group at the miniaterial
level be also named promptly. I assume that the British
technical experts will leave for the United States at an
early date and will be prepared to carry on rapid pre-
paratory disocussions with a view %o earrying the conver=
sations to the higher level without delay. Accordingly,
please tell the Prime !inleter that I hope that the
ministerial group will arrange %o arrive in Washington
very shortly, perhaps within a week or ten days, after
the technioal dlseussions have begun,




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 8 3 JI_"-‘.-+.-.. "

.-|.;_.-".|,_,|J‘..'-.ﬂ”_,..J..1 1.',_;11

| JL'L;-.J.J...HL.! L"_FI"\_rl'I.IL.:J.._".l':.I; OF STATE:

¥Will you prepare reply to the
enclosed for me to send to Winant?

Please return enclosure with

your suggested reply. ,gf,.;,-g,é
| ETE_J-'K-;Y
F.D.R. 9 1944
UNDESR
SECRETARY




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON {

March 8, 1944.

MIAORANDUK FOR

THE ACTING SECRETARY OF BTATE:

1

will you prepare reply to the
enclosed for me to send to Winant?
Please return enclosure with

your suggested reply.

F.D,HK.

From London, March 6, following up the
Presicent's number 485 to the Prime Minister
of March 3rd anu State Uept number 1680

to Winant of March 5th.




7 Merch 1944

WEMORANDUL FOR

THE ACTING SECHLTARY OF STATE

In eccordance with your telephone re-
gquest of this morning, onclosed herewlth is a copy
of unnumbered message Trom smbassedor Winant to
the President, dated 6 March 1944. Your attentlon
is invited to the faot thaet this 15 & true copy,
and theresfore must be closely paraphrased before
baing communicated to anyone.

It ia requested that a copy of any reply
made or sotion taken by the Department of State to
this message be forwarded to the White House Lap
Room for the informatlon of the Preslident.

Le KAThEWSOR,
Colonel, General Staff,

1l Inel.
Msg, Awb, Winent to the
President, & Haroh 1944,




SEGRET ..

6 March 1944
FProm: London
Tot  The President of the United States
No Number Piled: 06/2310%

To the President from Vinant,

Following up your message number 485 to the
Prims Minister of March 3rd and State Department
message number 1680 to me of March 5th (received
this morning) I asked that the Cabinet take up the
milnﬂmﬂl”thm-t
their evening session today.

It vas my intention to forwvard their decision
to Btettinius, but the Prime Minister asked that I
transmit it directly to you.

"The War Cabinet welcome your assurance that
m‘uumm:mm#mmm:uh-
mtummmumm

Mhh-lhn.mhm_n-
our properties elsevhere. In sonsequence of
qp.umn-mmumuutumn
nﬂ-mmm-un-u-ummm
States. We still feel, however, that this delegation
should be offiecial and expert, and once the grownd is
lﬁﬂ-ﬂmuumm that higher authorities




Prom: London Page 2
To1 The Presidsnt of the Uni Btates
Filed: 23102

No Number
should then intervens.

As the fact that we are sending a delegation
will nov become public property, I suggest that a
sommnmnique on the following lines be issued: -

"The Governments of the United States and the
United Kingdom are undertaking preliminary and ex-
ploratory discussions on petroleum questions. These
discussions will be, in the first instance, at the
official and expert level, and will take place in
VWashington."

As I am likely to be questioned in Parliament
on the subject, I must reserve the right to make it
olear that mo question arises of any transfer of
existing rights or properties in oil. 8Signed Churchill."”

Eden told me that the Technical Committee might
be called to meet at once and that the conference on
a ministerial level could be called immediately there-
after to meet in Washington.

: Would you be good emough to inform Stettinius,

u:mm-mumm mtl'lnu
cable him of the results of the Cabinet meeting this

L

Fo Big




Ambassador Winant

7o The President

FROM

SERTAL Unmumbered DATE 6 March 1944
DATE,/TIME 06/2310Z

OR FILE WTMBER

TOR MAP ROOM VIA

SURJECT
0il conference.

ACTION
To President via usher.

On a.m. of 7 March, Mr. Stettinius called Map Hoom, saying
that the President had read to hin the contents of ¥Winant's mes-

ssge, and requested that a copy be sent to him.

Copy was de-

livered at 1000Q/7 to Mr. Stettinius.

By memorandum, dated 8 March 1944, President also relerred

message to State Department for action.

Answered directly by

Stute Department #1836, 10 Mar 4k, to Ambassador Winant, signed

by the President.

COPIES TO: DATE:

BY DIRECTION OF«

ACTION COMPLRTED:
604

FILED:

e —————

il
i
|
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TELEGRANM SENT
This telegram must be Barch 7, 1944
parvaphraaed before being
pommuniontcd to anyone P pabia

pther than a Governmental
apgenoy: (BR)

AMENB ASDY,

LOHLOR .

1725

Fuli THE A{BASSADOR.

For your informatlon e are guoting below the prese
relsage wviilch wae ipsued the afterncon-of Wereh T:

QUOTE, The Aoting Seeratary of State todsy mads the
following ennouncement, which ir being lesued eimul tancous-
1y in Yashington and London: BUBJUOTE. The Govarmenta of
the United States end the United Kingdom are undertailing
preliminary snd exploratory diccusslons on petrolews ques-
tions. These discussions will be, in the Tiret lnotsnoe,
on =n expert techniesl level, and will take plaoe “,
sphington, END BUBLUOTE. The Acting Secretary of ‘Jt:.“
ginted that 1t lc eontemplated that theses informal conversa-
tions with the ritich Govern ent on problema of mutusal
interest relnting %o oil would lead At an early date %o
further conversations betveen tie tin Governments at & highow
level., For tils purposs the Freeldent has appolnted o group
under the Chnirmanship of the “ecrstary of State coneleting
of Speretary Ickes ae Vice Chairman, Under Secrotary of Yar



-E"' #1?25, Ihl"'ﬂh T, H p.l‘.‘l- . tU Iﬂndun

Patterson, Under Secretary of the Navy Forrestal,
Charles Rayner, Fetroleum Adviser of the Lepartment of
State, and Charlee E. Wilson, Vice Chairman of the War
Production Board.

In making the above announcement, the Acting Secretary
of State etated that should these conversatlons lead to con-
clusions, no decieion affeoting producing arsas would be
teken without consultation with the governments of the
countries concerned, He aleo pointed out that this Jovern-
ment ig at 11 times resdy to dlsocuse economle problems
with other governments and accordingly will welcome dies-
gussions with the govermment of any other friendly country
concerning petroleum questions of mutual intorest, END QUOTE.

STETTINIUS

(Acting)
(CER)

LCAICH: kw




EXIRACT

FROM: AMBASSADOR WINANT, LONDON L MARCH 1944
T0 : THE PRESIDENT

KO : UNNUMBERF

# & % % # Your further message on the oll situntion was azlso
most welcome and the announcement of Stettimius coming on to London
further eased sensibilitlies here as the Government has been very
consclous of insistence by us that major conferences be held in
Washington. Cabinet ministers needled the Prime Minister on this
score. I will report to you shortly on the reactions here on oil
as it relates to the Middle East area.

# % ¥ % %

ORIGINAL filed "PRESIDENT-WINANT" file.

No reply was made by the President or the State
Department to thls message.




FROM: THE PRIME MINTSTER
t THE PRESIDENT
601, 4 MARCH 1944,

3

&

{ PRIVE MINISTER TO PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT PERSONAL AND WOST SECRET.
Your mumber L85. Thank you very much for your assurances about

no sheeps eyes at our oilfields at Iran and Irag. Let my reciprocate
by giving you the fullest assurance that we have mo thought of trying
to horn in upon your interests or property in Saudi Arabia. My pos-
ition on this, as in all matters, if that Great Britain seeks no
advantage, territorial or otherwlise, as the result of the war. On
the other hand she will not be deprived of anything which rightly
belongs to her after having given her best services to the good
cause-—at least not so long as your humble servent is entrusted with
the conduct of her affairs. I will bring the matter before the Cabinet

on Monday and hope to telegraph you immediately thereafter.

# F & % W




FROM: THE PRESIDENT
: THE PRIME MINISTER

NO : A4BS5, 3 MARCH 194l

3

R R

Referring to 591, I am having the oll guestlon studied by the
Department of State and my oil experts, but please do accept my as-
surances that we are not making sheep's eyes at your oil fields in

Irag or Iran. I cannot hold off the corversations much longer.

* % & & #
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TELEGRAM SENT

MW :
This telegram must be February 29, 1944
closely paraphrased be-

fore being communicated kidnight

to anyone. (MC)

AMERICAN EMBASSY

LOM DO

1540
PERSONAL FOR THE AMBASSCR FROM THE ACTING
SECRETARY.
In reply to your telegram of February 27 to the
president regarding oll situation, pleast refer to
our 1332, February 22 and our 1359, February 23.
' The follewing is the substance of & tzl:grﬂm.arnt
| by the Prime Minister to the President on
February 263
I told Winant, when he brought te me your
telegram dated February 22, that the way
things ws;: developing was causing me much
concErmn. That a technical inquiry should be
made regarding the world-wide oll position
is quite agreeable to uu; Ccabinet. e ooth
would then know how we stand., However, our

Ccabinet has expressed the following definite

viewsy




-g- 1540 Fibruary 29, 1944 midnight to London
views:
(1) That the inquiries should be on official
level to determine the rantu.:
{2) That the inquiries should preferably be
held 1n London;
(3) That we be given the authority to tell

: Parliament that there will be no proposal made
to alter the present nﬁntrship of oil interests
in the Middle East, on which the British Navy
is dependent, or elsewhere. If you will allow
me to say so, your telegram seems to convey your
declsion on these natters and dismisacs bhese
pnintsr

This evening I read the telegrams to the

Gabiqtt,’and the apparent posaibility of a wide
difference opening between the British and the
Goétxnm:nt of the United States on such a
subject and at such a time was very dlsturbing
to them. Ministers particularly concerned have
been asked for reports end in a few days this
matter will again be brought before the Cablnet,
In the meantime I trust that you will not commit

yourselfl




3= 1540 February 29, 1944 midnight to London
yourself to any public announcement as I am not
at all certain 1t could be endorsed by us. If
this matter should become publie in any nenner
: i other than by agreement, there will be debates
in Parliament, with many things being asald
which would be resented on your side of the
Ocean and which would darken counsel (slc).
That all these troubles should have
arlsen at this time when you have so many
worrles to contend with grieves me deeply,
and T wish to assure you that I will do my
best to be helpful on every occaslon. HOWEVET,
1t 18 my firmm belief thaet real harm might be
dong to Anglo-American ralﬁtinna by opening up
these matters with moaimum publiclty without
knowing where they will lead.
We are now awalting further word from London as
a result of Cabinet meeting referred to in paragraph
3 above, .
The President has clearly indicated that he
desires the conversations on oll to be held on a

high level with no oll problems exeluded from the

agenda




-4- 1540 February 29, 1944, midnight to Londen

agenda and that the conversatlions be held in Washington
at en Early daote, As indicated above, the position
of the British Govemment is that they desire the
conversations to be held first on the technical level,
thot no discussions should be undertaken invelving =2
change in the present existing ownership of conceasions
in the Middle East, and further that they would prefer
to have the conversations teke place in Londons

With the exception of the gxchange of communlca-
tions between the President and the Prime Minister,
the exchanges in preparation for the oll discussions
have been between the Department and the Britlsh
Embassy heres While it is believed this should continue
to be the usual chapnel of communication, you are
anuthorized to make any inguiry you consider advisable.
Would you be good enough to report any information you
may obtain and your reactions. e shall keep you

posted of developments heEre.

STETTINIUS
{ACTING)
) { A7L)
CDyJC3:
ECA:C Rekw ECA NEA EUA AP
2/29/44




_mmn
THE BECRETARY OF STATE
WANSINETIN, D, ¢

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

February 29, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR REAR ADMIRAL WILSON BROYN

Thank you for your note of February 28,
addressed to the Secretary of State, enclosing
coples of two wmumbered messages from Ambas-
sador Winant to the President dated February 27.
I have told Miss Tully today and Mr. Raynor of
my office has also told Major Greer that we will
reply to these messages direct. I shall send

You coples of the replies when they go out.




28 February 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE:

By direotion of the President, the
attached copies of two unmmbered messages from
Ambassador Winant to the President, dated 27
February 1944, are forwarded for your information,

Very respectfully,
WILSON BROWN

Rear Admiral, U-S: Navy
Naval Alde to the President,

2 Iﬂnll-
Inel 1-0il conference,
Inel 2-Establishment of machinery for
Post=war economic collaboration.




Regraded Unclassified
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From: Military rehe-Londar
To: The President of the United States

No, 591 Filed 24/1334z

& time, I have called for reports from the Ministers
particularly concerned and will bring the matter before
the cabinet again in a few days. Meanwvhile T trust you
will not commit yourself to m{hiuhlic anncuncemaht
because I am by no means sure t we could endorse it,
Should the matter become public, otherwise than by
:fpumt, debates will take place in Parliament at which
1 kinds of things would be said which would darken
counsel and be resented on your side of the ocean.

. I am deeply grieved that 211 these troubles should
arise at a time when you have so many worries to contend
¥ith, and you may be suré that I will on every occasion
do my best to be helpful. But I feel sure that to open
up these matters with the maximum publicity without know-
ing where they will lead us might do real harm to Anglo-
American relations,

No Sig



JMMERICAN EMBASSY,
LONDON
#1332, 22 FEBRUARY 19L4.

FOR THE AMBASSADOR. Please deliver this message personally to
the Prime Minister from the President.

QUOTE. I have glven most careful consideration to your telegram
of February 20. I have moted particularly your concern that a wrangle
between the two Govermments on oil must be avolded. You point to the
apprehension on your side that the United States desires to deprive you
of oll assets in the Middle East. On the other hand, I am disturbed
about the rumor thst the Britlsh wish to horn in on Saudl Arablan oil
reserves., Problems and questions which give rise to rumors and appre-
hensions of this sort also clearly indicate the strong need for arriving
at & bal.aic understanding between the two Govermments regarding Middle
Eastern oil, which understanding should lead to oil agreements of a
broader scope.

I agree that the actual working technical discussions should be
at the expert staff level. However, in view of the great long range
importance of oil to the post-war international security and economie
arrangements, it is my firm conviction that these technical discussions
should take place under the guidance of a group at Cabinet level and
I cannot, therefore, change my position in this regard. While the
American group will be under the chalrmanship of the Secretary of State,
I desire to preside at the first meeting of the joint group to be held
in the Cabinet Room of the White House.

It is my view that all of the dlscussions should take place in

i




Weshington and that, in order that the broadest possible understandings
may be reached, there should be no limitations on the petroleum pro-
blens to be discussed,

I assure you that it is the firm intention of this Government
to approach these conversations in & frank and fully cooperative
menner and with a clear desire to reach a mutually satlisfactory agree-

ment which will strengthen our collaborztion in the tremendous Joint

enterprise to which you have alluded. Hoosevelt. UNQUOTE.




;r-; Amewbassy Londen WM“"“Z(”C(’JQZ

Tor The President of the United States

Number 583 Filed 20/15002
Prime Minister to President Roosevelt. Personal
and most seoret.

Para 1. I have been vatohing lately with inereasing
misgiving the official telegrams about the o1l business.

I am very glad you have somsented to delay for a fev days
the publication of a purely American statement. You may
be sure I should only wish to arrive at what is fair and
Just between our two sountries. Surely this can be pati-
ently considered between us before it 1s flung into publie
discussion om both sides of the Atlantie. A wrangle about
01l would be a poor preluds for the tremendous joint enter-
prise and saorifice to whish we have bound ourselves.

Para 2, Lord Halifax has explained to me the difrri-
oulties of the situation on your side. We tooc have our
diffieulties vhich may become vory formidable in Parliament.
There is apprehension in some quarters here that the United
States has a desire to deprive us of our oil assets in the
Niddle Bast om whieh, mnngnhn- things, the whole supply

U'G.J & {oz . tiﬂﬂnl has of course been
( TPV /%3(3 LL.U_JMHUE,

Copy




greatly aggravated by the Five Benators. I am sure these
suspieiomns are entirely unfounded so far as the Government
of the United States is concerned. When however it is
anncumesd that you are to open a eonference upem oil in
Persia and the Niddle East and that the Secretary of State
is to be the leader of the American Delegation the wvhole
questien vill besome one of first magaitude in Parliament.
It will be felt that they are being hustled and may be
subjested to pressure. I am sure to be asked for an sssurance
that the questien of no transfer of property will arise and
I shall be umable to give sush am assuranse. MNoreover great
expectatioms will sertainly be aroused im the United States
by & conferense onn 0il opened umnder your auspioes. Will
there not be unseasing pressurs upon you from those elements
in the United 3tates which are least frieadly te us to
gratify these expestations at our sxpense?

Para 3. Internatiensl conferences at the highest
level sheuld surely de carefully prepared beforshand and
I would beg you te somsider vhether it would not be more
advisable to preseed as a firat step for offioial and tech-
nical talks om the limes whioh had, I understand, already
been agresd betwesn the State Department and ourselves.

No S8ig

T
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PUBLICATION AND MICROFILM
COPYING RESTRICTIONS

Reel duplication of the whole or of
any part of this film is prohibited.
In lieu of transcripts, however,
enlarged photocopies of selected
items contained on these reels
may be made in order to facilitate
research.
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