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SECRET FOR THE PRESIDENT 

THE NAVAL SITUATION 
l J-14 December , 1941 . 



FOR THE mESIDENT 

Yran~lln D. Roooovelt L1bl'&r'J THB NAVAL SITUATION 

DEClASSIFIED 13-14 December, 1941. 

OOD DIR. 52oo.e <ef27tfill> 
The situation at Hong Kong is obscure_, with conflicting clai.m.s 

as to which aide holds the Kowloon Peninsula. The island and 

harbor ot Hong Kong have been bombed by planes and bombarded by 

gunfire . Yesterday the Admiralty received a message from the 

government at Singapore saying that a letter had been received 

from the Japanese Commander in Chiet asking the governor to enter 

into negotiations for the surrender of Hong Kong. The gover nor 

refused. Other information trom Singapore reports the sighting of 

a large Japanese convoy ott the China coast. While the position 

and date or the sighting are not exactly known the number of ships 

and the composition ot the convoy would support the belie! that 

it might be the movement ot the six divisions known to be available 

in Japan as reinforcements for the operations already underway in 

either Malaya or the Philippines . 

The u.s. Naval Observer, Singapore, reports Dutoh submarines 

sank tour Jap transports ott the coast ot Malaya. 

From Manila, Admiral Hart reports that enemy air control will 

soon be absolute over the Philippines and consequently the practi­

cability ot continuing to base submarines on Manila oan not be 

counted upon tor much longer, He will continue these operations 

from Manila as long as possible with the primary objective ot 

damaging important enemy ships, and supporting the detenae ot Luzon. 
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He has constituted Task Force 5 consisting of the HOUSTON, 

MARBLEHEAD and eight destroyers under Rear Admiral Glassford 

to operate in the eastern pert ot the Netherlands East Indies, 

and eventually along the general line Surabaya-Darwin. U.S. 

Desdiv 57 , which had arrived Singapore to act as anti-submarine 

escorts for the PRINCE OF WALES and the REPULSE, has been directed 

to Surabaya t o join• Task Force 5. The Japanese Navy announces 

the sinking of a U.s. submarine ott Luzon. Admiral Hart has 

imposed radio silence on U.S. submarines, and we expect no reports 

on t hoir operations until their return to port . 

Wake has been subjected to repeated bombing but not to assault. 

A moon- l ight attack at 4:30 a.m. Wake time on Friday did no damage 

to the landing field. The attack was made by three four-engine 

sea planes . On the following midnight another bombing attack by 

41 J ap planes, which resemble B-18s, destroyed one f ighter on the 

ground and killed two men . Two ot the attackers were brought 

down by gunfire and others were damaged . Wake continues to re­

ceipt periodically tor radio traffic which is sent blind. We 

are also in radio communication with the Philippines, Midway, 

Samoa, Johnston and Palmyra. 

No new developments have occurred at Hawaii. Admiral Kimmel 

reports that submarine activity near the Islands is greatly re­

duced, that the enemy submarines have been vigorously attacked, 

and t hat there are indications that those 
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proceeding toward the coast . Some , he believes , are stationed 

along the great circle course tram Honolulu t o San Fr ancisco, 

This is born~out by a clipper sighting a submari ne at the mid 

point ot this route at noon on the lJth. 

From recovered aircraft materials and documents i t appears 

that the planes att acking Pearl came f r om the four aircraft 

carriers AKAGI, XAOA, SORYU and HIRYO; also t hat two other car­

riers may be operating in the mid-Pacific . The planes from these 

carriers are appar ently organized in two wings, each containi ng 

four scout bomber squadrons and two tor pedo plane squadrons and 

probably fighters. 

A submarine contact five miles north of Crescent Bay in the 

straits of Juan de Fuca was report ed at dusk the 13th by a Coast 

Guard plane , which attacked . The Navy has no confirmation of the 

presence of submarines in t his area . 

The general submarine situat i on i n t he Atlantic is obscure . 

It i s knovm that there are a few between Iceland and the British 

Isles , 6 to 10 to the westward of Portugal an.d about 6 in the 

Cape Verdes Island Area. 

A patrol vessel in the Florida Stra its reports sighting and 

depth char ging ~ a submarine. Contact was subsequently lost; 

the s earch is continuing by patrol craft and aircraft . This con­

tact i s consider ed doubtful . 

Because of the increased danger to shipping in the open waters 

between Bermuda and the east coas t our 
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Capetown, which has been proceeding by independent sailings 

direct from New York to Trinidad and thence onward , is now 

being routed more closely along the coast and through the Old 

Bahama Channel or the Yucatan Channel , through the Caribbean to 

Trinidad. United Kingdom shipping for Australia and New Zealand 

has resumed its routing via the Panama Canal. 

The successes of the British Navy in the Mediterranean have 

been further confirmed. Two Italian cruisers are reported sunk, 

and one destroyer disabl ed. The State Department despatch re­

ports t hat survivors and dead from this action litter the beach 

at Cap Bon. 

FLASH. 

A despatch from Admiral Kimmel states four enemy submarines 

were sighted in Hawaiian waters yesterday, end that one is be­

lieved damaged. In addition, one miniature submarine which en­

tered Pearl Harbor was destroyed by a depth charge. 

The two men killed at Wake were Sergeant Garr and Corporal 

Double, U. S.M .C. 

~ I<. I~. 

franklin D. Rooeevolt Library 

DEClASSIFIED 
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1'0~ '!'HE PRESIDE!n' 

f l'ankltn 11. P.oo•e•elt Lib:-...., THE NAVAL S ITUA1'ION 
DEClASSIFIED 12-13 December . 1941. 

DOll DIR. 62oo.o com tu\ 
Ib A s ummar y or the a t tacks on the REPOlS~ nnd t he PRINtz 

CP WALXS, t he Admiralty bas a c!v!aed t hrough S ponavo tl'le.t t wo 

attacks were made on tho R3PVl8E. ~he rtr st a ttack ~ao by bigb 

---l a•el bomber•~mada hito near t he ea1n=aat, t bo aooond was by 9 

t orpedo planes Which aoored t wo or thr ee bi te . Tho~oertor the 

REPULSE t ur ned over and s ank i n a t ew minutes. In t he oaae or 

t ho PRniCE or i'i'AI..ES thGre woro tour G.t.taoka . 'The fi r s t o.ad 

oecond wor e m.ado by 9 tor pedo pl anes; each a t tack s cored s ever al 

hits . Tbe t hird ettack wee by higb horizontal b~beroj ono 1000 

poUJJd bocb hit was 1118<1& . The roW'ttl a tta c k by torpodo planu mo4o 

o ne h i t . The PniNC:: OF ~·tAl.BS t hen heel ed. over to port and cap­

aU.od in o..bout 20 :m.lnutoo. soven et -taok1na a1roratt we:ro bflolieved 

to have boon :sbot do·,...n . The u.s. Naval Observer at S1J18:apore 

r epor t o t he ships woro without e.1r prot ect ion , a squadron or RA1 

t i ghtera detail od to tbio duty beT1.ng talle4 t o make conta ct . 

Adoir al Bart reports tb•t 7 ~trol plenee were burned on the 

wat er &t Olongapo {SuOis Bay) , ~~on r eturn trom an attack cissi on. 

They &bot down 2 ~nomy t1~tera. Twelve U.S. p~trol plenee r e · 

mai n operabl e and he plfinn to oon#erve t hem. U.s. aubmarinoa &t 

sea by orders aro del aying r eports or t heir actione unt il r et urn. 

~~~· urgentl y recommends t hat t he Bri tieh and Dut ch sovernmente be 

l~ pr ooood t o f ollow his r eoocmenda tion t o destroy all Borneo oi l 

t ields exoo~t t boae at Balikpcpon and t o dostroy t hat one l ator. 

- 1 -



I 



--
There is a British r eport th~t demolition measures have been 

taken on oil installations at Sarawak. 

New Zealand naval sources report t he presence of enemy subs 

in t he Gilberts and oontirm Japanese l andings on Tarawa and 

Makin. 

The capture of Guam by Japan is confirmed by failure for 

three days to establish communication with the island either by 

radio or oable. 

Further reports on the damage suffered on the 7th in Pearl 

Harbor from naval commanders there state that damage came from 
s~~ 

both bombs a nd torpedoes launched tram planes . ~ of the bombs 

appear' to have been 1f converted 15-inch lu:7rzy piercing shellS. 

One of these pierced the turret top of the WEST VIRGINIA and set 
8-..:;(·e/Mf. ~~...K· ~~-FU-, 

planes on fire1~ It is possible that a simi lar hit on a forward 

turret or the ARIZONA caused her forward magazine to explode . 

At least two 40 t o 50-root, two-man submarines t ook part in the 

action , one of them having been dest r oyed in the harbor before 

attacking. I t entered although t he anti-submarine net was closed. 

• I 
,(._ -,.. .. Admiral Kimmel reports the PBN!eYLVANIA ready for sea ; that the 

" ..... l ~ . ...-
-v ) MARYLAND and TENNESSEE will be ready in 48 hours; and that he 

r!J.. 
plans t o use these vessels on ooean escort duty based on the West 

Coast . 

Air reconnaissance flights have failed to locate heavy enamy 

naval foroes previously reported off the California coast. An 

1u:7rzy B-25 of the 89th reconnaissance squadron (Spokane ) reports 

having dropped three 100-pound bombs near a submarine awash 120 
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mil es ott Astoria , Oregon. Results are unknown. 

U. S. planes in the Gulf or Nicoya (west coast or Co1t a Rica) 

by bombing,turned back the U. S. flag fishing vessel ALERT. On 

board were 7 Japs and 10,000 gallons of Diesel Oil . The J aps were 

taken in~ustody on return to port . 

Yesterday's reports that the BARl'LAUR had lett Fort de France 

we~e incorrect . Naval blockade vessels are now in position. 

An alarm resulted from a USS TEXAS report of sight i ng a 

dirigible in the Casco Bay Area . It developed that a u.s. Navy 

dirigible trom Lakehurst was the cause of the report . 

The general submarine situation in the Atlantic remains un­

changed . The NOA reported a sound contact and subsequent depth 

charge attack, Just south or Long Island. The U.S. su~ine S-29, 

escorted by a DD, is report ed to have been about 30 miles northeast 

(proceeding south) or the NOA's contact position. 

Trankl in D. Roooevelt Librar1 

DECLASSIFIED 
DOD DIR. 62oo.e (11/27/6&) 
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TH! NAVAL SITUATION 
11-12 December, 1941. 

FOR THE PRESIDENT 

No further word has been r eceived of the naval actions in 

the Phili ppine Area. There are, however, late reports of Army 

origin that strong enemy naval forces (5 heavy ships, 11 DD) 

were sighted off Zambales and that the enemy bad effected a land­

ing at Legaepi on the East . Parachute troops previously bad 

captured the airfield at Uagan. Admiral Hart bas corrected his 

previous report of bomb hit s on a heavy cruiser, and states now 

that the hits were made on a Kongo class battleship. The vessel 

was seriously injured. In the same message be mentions bomb hits 

by Army planes on a battleship ot the same class, stating that 

this ship was left heavily hit and afire. The implication is 

that serious damage was inflicted on two Kongo olass battleships. 

Press reports notwithstanding, t here is no direct evidence , that 

either of t hese ships san!:~e' ;~nese Navy has admitted the 

loss of the HARUNA off Luzon, 

Further analysip of radio t raffic indi cates that the flag 

ship ot the enemy Third Fleet (assorted light craft), the NAGARA, 

was in a location bearing generally to the s outh of Corregidor 

on the lOth. This may mean that she was ott Palawan or ott the 

oil ports of northeast Borneo. 

At 0511 today we wer e still i n r adio communication with 

Johnston , Palmyra, Tutuila and Cavite. Honolulu was sending 

blind to Wake and Midway with some assurance t hat traffic would 

be receipted for later. New Zealand Navy sources have confi rmed 
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a landill8 or Japanese on Tarawa and Makin Isl ands . These are 

in the Gilbert Group. One cruiser and two destroyers were sighted 

at Tarawa. 

The s ole action in the Hawaiian Area was the sight ill8 and 

bombill8 by aircraft of three to five submarines on the surtaoe 

150 miles northeast of Oahu. Admiral Kimmel reports that one of 

the submarines was undoubtedly sunk . The attacking plane was a 

scout bomber of the ENTERPRISE . 
....... 
:g 
;::: The many reports of varying credibility concerning concen-

"' ;;;trations of enemy naval forces off the California coast indicate 

~ "' : c 0 definit ely the presence of a force, including a carrier, in an 

g '""' 0 N 
"" ~ "" area between the Latitudes of San Francisco and Cape Mendocino • 
.; Ci) 0: 
s:: en;::::;: This conclusion arises out of a series of RDF indications and the 

.... < -
i 0 Cl sighting of one carrier type d1 ve boaber 400 miles Vleet or 
.. I..Y <::) 
o..QQ 

Mendocino City by an Army B- 24 from March Field at 1752 PST 

yesterday . 

Oahu . The 

This may be the same r aidill8 force t hat attacked 
?, NAb - ... JI->.-.{,.L.;t..- r. ~ ..._-·'fr.,~J 

Chief or Naval Operation.s expects a raid on either 

Puget Sound or Mare Island Navy Yard today between 9 and 11 a .m. 

Washington time . Dispositions or available Army and Navy f orces 

have been made accordingly. 

Further north in the straits or Juan de Fuca ott Crescent 

Beach (20 miles West of Port All8eles) three submarines were 

sighted and reported by the Coast Guard Unit at Port All8eles. 

Admiral Freeman, Northern Pacific Naval Coastal Front ier, states 

that of all the othe r varying reports of enemy forces off the 

- 2 -



.... 

-
Aleutians one aarries sufficient credibility to permit the 

conclusicn that an enemy submarine was near the entrance of 

Akutan Bay on 9 De camber. Akutan Bay is on the eastern side 

of the island of that name which lies just to the eastward of 

~ Dutch Harbor. ;::. 
~ .,. 
~ 

Analysis of other radio bearings gives evidence of the 

possible presence of Japanese forces in the vicinity of the 

Galapagos I slands. 

There have been no important changes in the submarine 

s ituat i on in the Atlantic . The U. S . destroyer BABBI'IT reports 

a reliable sound contact which she depth charged in a posit ion 

400 miles east of Belle Isle Strait. The BABBITT was on escort 

duty. 

Aerial reconnaissance at daybreak today showed the French 

armed merchant vessel BARFLXUR missing from Martinique. Naval 

Forces in the area have been directed to locate this vessel and 

capture or destroy her unless she immediately returns to 

Martinique. 

Close watch is being kept on the locations of the heavy 

German naval vessels . The British Admiralty reports that most 

of them are 

SCHARNHORST 

in home waters and at Brest. In that port the 
-p,............_ W"-"· 

and C'·rcy?J4V' are now reported ready for sea. Night 

before last the RAF bombed Brest, reporting hits on or near these 

vessels. The British Admiralty also mentions the receipt of 

pers istent reports to the effect that Viohy is ceding her bases 

at Bizerta, Bona, Phillipsville and Mars el Kebir to the Germane. 

I J i 



FLASH : : ! 

Despatch just received from Commander in Chief, Pacific 

Fleet, that several enemy submarines were sighted northeast of 

the Island of Hawaii, Latitude 27 JO North , Longitude 148 Wast. 

Naval airplanes bombed two of these and depth charged one . In 

all of three oases oil slicks were observed attar the attack, 

and in one case heavy air bubbles . 

!!&-J 

rranklln D. Rooeevelt Li~ 

DECLASSIFIED 
DOD DIR. 52oo.9 (9/27/58) 
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FOR THE PRESIDENT 

THE NAVAL SITUATIOl: 
16-11 December , 1941. 

Aircra f t carriers ha ve t aken a forwar d r ole i n the wa r 

thus far . They probably wil l continue t o do s o f or these 

earl y stabes . I t i s to be noted that Americ an carrier building 

f acilities are concentrated largel y i n New Por t News . 

The Japanes e ca r ri ers , ten in number, a ll be l ong t o a 

"Carrier Fleet ", although individual uni ts s er•ve wi t h Task 

Forc es operatine; in wide ly separated t hea t res . They may now 

be t entatively accounted for as f ollows : 

6 - in the Pacif ic probably i n several gr oups east of 
l ongi t ude of Wake . These consti tu t e a continuing 
menace to t he Pacif i c Fleet , Hawaii , Alaska, and 
the Wear-coast . ----------

1- South China Sea (RYUJO). 

2 - in area eastward of Philippi nes . 

1 - vi ci nity of Formosa (AKAGI) (Apparently planes f r om 
this carrier made the f i rs t attack on Cl ar k Field) 

J apanese general disposi t ions, gi ven be l ow, a r e esti ma ted 

from an eval uation by Naval Intellig ence speci ali s t s her e and 

in the Far East of r ad io traffic , observation and combat re-

ports, and knowl edge of Japanese practice in organization. 

The general dispositions appear to be app roximat el y as f ollows : 

(a) In the South China Sea, suppor ting troop oper ati on s 

against Malaya , Thailand, and Hong Kong: 1 battleship (Kongo 

class), 1 carrier , about 15 cruisers , 30 destroyers and 

-lDEClASSifJfOevelt Library Gj) 
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torpedo boats, seaplane carriers, about 10 submarines , mine-

layer s, some small c r aft, and 40 t o 50 transports and f reight 

vessels . 

(b ) In the Formosa- Philippines Area, suppor ting troop 

operati ons agains t t he Phili ppines : pr obably some bat tleships 

from t he First Fleet , several cruisers , a considerable number 

of destroyers , one or two carriers, 8 or 10 seaplane tenders, 

submari ne s , mi nelayers, small craft, and 40 to 50 troop 

transports and cargo vessels . 

(c) In home waters or to t he eastward in posi t i on f or 

offen s i ve operations in t he Mi d-Paci fic : an undisclosed number 

of battle shi ps, about 12 t o 14 heavy crui ser s , 20 t o 40 des-

t r oyers, 5 or 6 carriers , about 8 l i ght crui sers, abou t 40 

s ubmarines; minelayers , several seapl ane t en ders, small craft, 

and 50 t o 60 transports and frei ght vessels . 

(d) The naval forces and t roops operating in the Mandat es 

and to the eastward appear to be or ganized into several de­

tached s t riking forces , poss ibly suppor ted by a fairly strong 

bat t l eship concentrat i on . Separate stri king forces have 

operat ed against t he Hawaiian Islands , Midway, Wake, the 

Gilbert I slands, and t he Phoenix I s lands. The Hawaiian group 

may be i n pos iti on to strike t he Wes t Coast or Alaska. The 

t ask for ces oper at i ng against Midway, Wake , and t he Sout h Sea 

Islands appear to be comparat ively weak, and are accompan ied 

by troops. Those in the South Sea Islands constitute a threat 

Franklin D. Rooseve l t L1brar1 DECLASSIFIED 
t o Samoa . 
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J .... .., 

Sin~apore a n notmces the arrival of roenforcenonts : 

the Dutch c r u iser JAVA, 3 Dutch VO squ adrons r.md our o1m 

Desdiv 57 hc. ve arrived t here . Da:-.ace fro11 bor:l>ine; w• s o.f a 

minor character : the dock yar d is intact . 

t'ie;hting is ln proc ress on Luzon . Ja ;:>on holds a ir 

s uperiority . Army soul·ces s tote t ho enemy succe eded in effectin" 

a 1 und ine at A;;>&rri and i s a tte::1ptinc to wor k his ·;:ny up the ;e ,ayon 

Valley . !!is atten p t s to land c.t Vi;an, Ss.n ~ernando , ~ond Lin~ayan ...... 
Cl) 

~on tho '.!n st Coas t ' re reported ptu·tially r epulsed wi t h heavy loss • .... 
N 

;::: e;Japuneso pro t~::: r o!lOrts adr.11 t the los s of "a warship", 2 APs , and 
: (I) ~t'.) /~ ~ ' ..... J <.l-kiJ 

One Japanese heavy cruiser :ii C 0 damac e to two others
1
"in this Area . 

g LIJ 0 

"' ~ ~ ·.tG.:J ':it by t wo bombs from a i:avy patrol plane . The Army reports 
Q c;;; a::: 
e en :;:::::: makin::; 3 bo:nb hits on o. Japanese bo.ttleship. - cz: .... 
~ t3 c The !.lan ila Areo. passed thro~h more b ombing . Admiral f L&J 0 
"- c c Hart reports teat i n these attacks the industrial facilities , power 

9lant and sup:-ly d epot of Cavite hr< ve been completely l'lrecl!ad. 

The ~ubnar~ne the SEA LION was lost , and the submarine S'!:A DJ:AGC'Ill , 

the DDs P:C.:ARY a nd PILLSBURY sli ~htly drune.e a d . He reports further 

tra t t ho 01'US ( s ubmo.rina tender) , 2 DDs and 5 small auxili aries 

are rnovine South. Patwing 10 (VPBa ) has made several attacks 

on enemy naval vessels . 

At 2100 the lOth EST , Vlake and !.lidwa y were still l'asistinc; . 

!li chmy hils been shelled once and boMbed several tiMes but co.sunl tics 

are few . .:aka had been subjected to shell f i re and fou r boMbinG 

attacks . Tl'lo APs with l i ght c raft escort had appeared t o tho 

Sout hwest . One onomy CL and one DD had b een :nmk in t he attack on 

Wake un d 7 to 10 onomy planes shot down . ?le had two subrJo.rina s , 
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·--12 VPBs, 12 ~1ar1ne VF, ond a J.!ar i ne Def ense ~attalion nt 1'/ake . 

Mos t of the VPBs ha ve been l os t, Three Marine VF remain, 

Casualties ha ve bee n f ew , ~he g arrison is f 1[:ht1ng hard, and has 

ve r y hir;h mor a l e , The J:avy Department i s i n communication by ~ as 

with Johnston, Palmyra, '!'utu i l!l and Cavi t e , 1:1nd by comr.1e 1·cia l 

e n ole with l.:idv:ay and '1/alce , 

Admir·al Ki mmel has repo••ted tha t mo~t of the d~.Mar;e to 

ot:!' heavy sh!!)z a t Pearl Harbor wns infl icted by aerial torpedoes . 

t!o thine; more d efini te has d ev e loped fro!'l ~:)p !.n d various 

r >:.rnors as t o Japanese r:ava l or a i r forces off o tr ','!es t Coast a nd 

the Cena l . 

In the Atlantic , a c tion has b e e n t aken to contain t h e 
• • • 
~ French un i ts in the \'lest Indies . La t e reports i n d ic ate that .., ... 

.,~ ~ Q ~ the projected visit of the l':.:Ar~ll has bee n ca n celled . :.:xtensive 
0 L&.l ~ 
"' LA: u: coastal patrols have b een i n s ti t uted by Navy and Ar ny f or ces , 
t=i en . 

Nor ma l convoy opera tions c ontinue . A o:; en 95 act in;; i n cooperati on . -cc Q 

i ~ Q subma r ine was d epth charged by the USS GLEAVES jus t eastwar d of 
E~c 

Cl Q f!ewfoundla nd . 

A r umo r that llantu clce t ligh t ves s e l had b een attacked 

may ha ve arisen fro1:1 !I c ollisi on o f t h e USS t!E\'/ m:xrco and the 

U. S . Flap, Ves~el O~EGOII at this l o cation . Th e !fEW liEXICO is 

p roce edinr; to Norfolk Havy Yard f or doc kine t his mor ning . He r 

peak t anks and forwar d port bl is tar s are flooded . !:epa1rs c~tn 

probably b e comple t ed in t wo weeks .~ ~1-'<..,.,.__, ~.._ ~ · 
There is new e v idence that submarines a r e ar;n1n mov i n g 

into the Grand Banks . Pour t o six are s t i l l south of Iceland, 
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t hree west of Gibr altar and t\'to to f our to the e as t, Those 

off the Cape of Good Eope ree;ion continu a Northward , 

Tl}e u.s . convoy with Bri t ish t r oops f or t he t!iddlo 

Ea st arrive d n t Cape T01m , 

rrankl fn D. ~ooeevel t LibP&Pf 

DECLASSIFIED 
DOD DIR. t'>2oo.9 (9f27t~•> 
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THE NAVAL SI'l'UATION 
9-Io December, 1941. 

FOR THE PRESIDENt' 

~!~? 
The British Admiralty has continned the loss by air~aotion 

of the PRI.t.CE OF WP..LES and REPUlSE ott the east coast of the 

Malay Peninsula between the hours of 11)0 and 1450 local time on 

Wednesday . 

One or more Japanese aircraft carriers seem to be operating 

in the South China Sea . It is possible that another is enroute 

there from the North. One carr ier has been operating against 

Luzon. 

U.S. Army s ources in l:.anila have announced that enemy 

~ landing operations are in progress at Aparri (the northern tip 

~ 
0> ...., 

"' 
of Luzon) and at Vigan on the northwest coast of Luzon , a bout 

200 miles above ~ila. u.s. Army air fields are in the north of 

Luzon. It is poss ible that these landings are for the purpose of 

securing control of these fields in the support of the major land­

ing effort.The Army reports sinking three en&my AP's by bombi ng . 

The Commander in Chief of the Asiat ic Fleet has announced 

the establishment of a "strategic area" of operations off the 

southeastern coasts of the Asiatic continent, as s hown in red on 

the attached chart. Admiral Hart has made a brief report that Cavite 

has been extensively damaged by air bombing. 

Fifteen u.s • .ubmarines of the Asiatic Fleet are on patrol 

missions. 

The u.s. NaveJ. Observer at Wellington reports explosions 

and heavy gunfire east of the British island of Nukunono, which is 
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300 miles north ot S11111oa. The Japanese appe.rently hAve amall 

toroes pushi.ng forward in the central part ot the South Seas . 

Japanese press sources report the seizure ot 80,000 tons 

or f oreign shipping, including the U.S . flag vessel SS HARRISON. 

This vessel was enroute to Chingwangtao to evacuate the North 

China Marine Force. 

The U.S . Navy Radio Station at Honolulu reported an airraid 

alarm at Pearl Harbor at 1700 looal time on the 9th. The all 

clear was given one. hcur and fifteen minutes later. No details 

are avai lable , but sinoe good radio contact bas existed through-
~ 

~ out with Radio Honolulu a.nd no reports have been made by respon-
~ 

~ sible authorities, it appears that no air attack occurred at that 

"' time . 

Radio direction tinder bearings by the Navy ' s west coast 

net indicate the possible presence ot J apanese surtaoe forces in 

the .Al.eutian Island Area . Some corroboration or this possibility 

is given by the mention ot ".Al.eutian" as well as "Midway" and 

"Hawaii" on a cipher card taken from personnel ot a crashed 

Japanese plane in Oahu. 

Radio bearings show turther that there may be an enemy 

naval force operating to the westward ot the Panama Canal. Pre­

cautions have been taken by the War and Navy Departments . Re­

ports ot e nemy planes having been ott the California ooast yes- . 

a..I.:Jli .. - I - .I"- ~~~~ 
terday have not been substantiated. :::;:;:-._. ...._ ... -...1. 

In the Atlantic, submarines continue toward the area 1m-

mediately south ot Iceland, About six are now thought concentrated 
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there, Six to eight are still in the Western approaches to the 

straits or Gibraltar. No submarines a.re definitely known to be 

in the Western Atlantic Area . 

The Admiralty has rearranged the routing or ships for 

Australia and New Zealand eo that it now proceeds via the Cape 

of Good Hope instead or v ia the Panama Canal . 

7--v-/CJ. 

F~ank lin D. Roosevelt Lib~ary 

DECtASSIFIED 
DOD DIR. s2oo.9 (9/27/58) 
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WASHINGTON 
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THE :rAVAL S:i:TtJ~.T!O:r 
Doc .8-9 , 1941 . 

Hl\dio traffic analys is Far •:os t indi ctt t es a str ong J apano.:le 

Hnval Tnsl< l•'orce in Phlli!)pine area . This may pr esnce 

attack in force on Luzon . 

Cuam was attacked t hree times by u ircr nf t subsequen t 

_ to the or iginal e t tecks . 
"' 

Last a t tack was cent ered on Agana . 

"' ;::- Ci vilians •.1er·e Nech1ne r unned in the streets . The hospital 
~ ~ compound VIa s machine t;unned also. Bu:lding in which Japanese 

nn t1onels are con f1:-:e d ws s bombed . Ra dio coll1M\.Utice tion \lith 

Guam was lost at 5 : 58 'ileshine;t on time . 

Appar ently V: ake lws been atta cked by landing forces 

and chips . Tokyo cln ins its capture , as wel l 113 tha t of 

Guam . r.aci!. o co:'1l'li.Ulicllt1on ,-;ith ... ako was lost at 5 : 58 

•:!oshinr ton time . 

On Sunday the ·::or and Navy Oeportntents nlerted the ir 

forces on the west coast of the United Stat es and Panane. . 

On r:onday urg ent ''ospntches \/e r e sont to Army and t:nvy 

com ... ond ors on the lies t BoPs t and Alaska t o stand by f or ai r 

r aids on the ~st £ba st , the battleships atPuget Sound , i n ­

c ludine t he British Wnrspite, and the Boel ng Airc r af t Plant , 

beinr indicate d as h1eh priori ty objecti ves . They we re a lso 



wnrn~d agains t sub~~rines inside harbors . Full defensive 

meo~uros \Tcro ordered on all ships . The Army yesterday 

t r nnsforred aircr aft and ont i aircroft units to the threolenod 

poi nts . Yesterday the J;e.v:r directed Battleships , Division 

Threo , the VOR!CTO'o'IN , nine de3troyor s , and three patrol !)lane 

squadrons, transferred to the Pac11' i c Fle ot , Arrangemen t s 

wore mode thr ough civil authorities for blackouts of cities 

and air.,ay boacons a nd for ces:at1on of radi o , ship , and 

a:ircraft naviret1on lanes , Uld for suspension of colll!:,ercial 

rudio broadcasts &s oi; ht be necessary . 

The Jopc.noso oro reported a s operating 1n two task 

r roups . ':'he first ':'ask '} r oup, 1n the l!a lt.yo a roe, cons :Is ts 

of l BFI , l CV, o1 CA , 4 CL,· 23 DD, 10 fllst AP, 9 SS . This 

force in osoistod by pl anes based on shore in Forl'.osa , I ndo 

Chinn, nnd the Polovts . 

A socond Tnsk Cr oup of 3 nB (probably ,old bu t fest 

formor CC •S. of the Kongo c l nss , )~ CA, 3 CV, 1 XCV, 24 DD, 

12 SS, 3 CL, is reported i n the liandote Is l and a rea end eas t ward 

to the vicinity of Hawaii . Some un i ts of this force appear to 

be off the California coast today. It is possible that other 

task ~roups of c r uisers end carriers of the Firs t Fleet may be 

nppronchine the Puget Sound and s en- Diego areascr r. nnel zone . 

Two fl i .-1hts of unidentified planes Y!Ore r oportod ovor Sen 

Fr ancisco area between six nnd s even lest niaht . Fort Barry
1 
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opened fire end r eported planes too hi gh f or s earchlie hts , 

Three patr ol planes sent in s ea rch of enemy carri er . 

Apparently no bombs dropped . 

Early this morning two fll.e;ht s of enemy planes r•ere 

r e cor ded a pproaching San l?r ancisco f rom s eaward, The J:avy 

has no t ye t been informed as to t he r esults of t his attacl< . 

'.'len ther offshore was i ndica ted as thick , wi th com iderable 

haze throuc hou t the San !?rancisco Area , 

tro air raids were r eport ed at Oahu today, elthouc;h 

appar ent l y a raidinc; f or ce , i ncl udinf, a t least one ca r r·:i.er , 
0 

wns reported at 340 , 750 mile s from Pearl Har bor a t 1 : 00 

p . M. yester day, local time . A t ·"o-r,,an submari ne went aer ound 

off Bellew • ~ fi eld; one officer was captur ed and indicated 

he had run in f r om 100 miles off t he coast. Al l avai l able 

Pacifi c , l eet forces ore a t sea with orders to i ntercept the 

enemy; dt apos i t ions of the Fl eet are guided by a deter mined i n-

ten t ion to make a maximum effort t o l ocate and dest r oy the enemy 

fo rces , The U.S .S . SARATOGA , fully loaded with planes , l eft 

San Di ego yesterday ; it is possible she may be directed to 

parti cipate in t he notion off San Francisco . A convoy of 

Army t roops and f r ei[lht vessels , en route for Hawai i , was 

tur ned a r ound Sunday f or return to San Fr ancisco; it i s due in 

San Fr ancisco la te today, I t i s escorted by Navy pa t r ol planes . 

Cons i derable concern i s f elt as to i t s safety, a s it . ~ay be 

in the (>en eral vi c i n ity of the J apanese ra i d i ng f'orce off 

Franklin D. Rooeevelt LibPa.J 
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San ?ranc1sco , Three submari nes, uni dentified, wor e 
re~orted off San Pedro yester~ay. 

I t is os t i mnted t hat the enemy ro.iding f orcos between 
Urma 11 and the '.Ves t &los t mieht be ma inta ined in that 
pener al atation ror a consider able pe r i od of t i me, by ro-
fuell i ng from su pply ve ssels . The Commander in Ch ief, 
Pacifi c Fleet , is fully alive to this poss i bili ty , SalvaF,e 
materiel and personnel are being loaded now in t ransports to 
pr oceed t o Oahu to a s ois t tho r epair personnel in s al vage 
\York on daoaged shipe • The t r ansf er or the wounded s hips 
to .'I<Gs t lfoa s t yards as s oon as poss i ble is bei n e or dered, 
It appears essential to ::educo shi ;)p1n~ . in Ponrl !!arbor 
until such time as t he defen3es are i ncreas ed to a s a t isfac tor y 
do{'roe , Bo t h t he War and 1:avy Departments are mobili zing 
avr Hable ant iai rcr af t ond airplane s qut\dr ons for t he def ense 
of the llest Cocst , t.he Canal Zone , and Panama , 

In t ho Atlan t ic , f our German submarines are re~orted 
mov 1ng t o.1a r d the Newfoundland Area . 

A report was received that a Navy patrol plane cra shed 
ye s t erday at the Horth end of Hali f ax, but detai ls are not 
available , 

. 
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