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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

22 , 1942. 

MEMORANDUB FOR CAPTAIN McCREA 

Colonel Peck furnished the following 

informati on with resoect t o the New Caledoni a 

convoy: 

Leave New York 23 January. One 

reinforced brigade, includi ng anti a ircraft , 

t otal force about 15,000. All Arrrry- . 

Very r espectfully, 

C2_ 
F . J . TERRY 

D!CLASSI!'ID 
~1 Deput y Archivist of t he U.S. 

By w. J . Stewar t natJUG S l 1972 
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Flal COYB IN(D CMIErs Of STAFF TO Sllf'III[U[ CO~IIDER, ABilA AR£A . 
•sSAG£S DISPATCHED TO YOU BY THE PMS IDENT Of 114£ UII ITED STATES 011 
JAil US IN II(Pl Y TO YOUR IIO.fH.a All( APPROftD BY THE ABDA COftRIIIIIEIITS. 

THE PM ILIPPIN£5 WILL 8£ I1 Cl.UD£D IN YOUR COIIJAIID FRO'J TliE START. THE 
UNITED STATES AIR FORCES NOW ASSEVDL ING II THE ABilA AREA WERE INITIALLY 
DISPATCMID TO AUSTRALIA FROtl TME PM ILIPPIIII:S AIID FROII THE UN ITED STA TES 

WITH THE SOLE II ISSION OF SUPPORT ING THE PH ILIPPINE GARR ISOH. THE COUB INED 
CH IEFS OF STAFF REALilE THAT COWtiEHUSift OPERATIONS LOOKING TOIIARil 
THE 1-.n iATE MLIEF 01 THE PMILIPPINU ARE NOT FEASIBLE AT PMSUT. 

MOII£YER AN ILIPOfiTANT REASOI FOR THt ESTABL ISHUUT 01 UW ITY OF COII.lAIID II 
THE ABilA AII£A WAS THE M:ALIZATIOII THAT UIICOOIUl iiiA TED AUIED EFFORT IN 
THAT MOIOII COUlD IIE ITHER SUE THE PM ILIPPIIII:S 110ft lll.Oat THE .JAPAIIIESE 

AtlYAIICU THAT 'THfi[ATEI THE SECURITY OF THE IMLAY IIAM IER. IF THE 
PMILIPPIIID SHOULD IE EXCl.IJII[Il UEII TtWONRIU FROSt YOUR ~liD THE 
lAI II 01 TMl Allll ACIMDIEIIT IIOULD 8£ IIUTMYED. II) RESTR IC'TIOIIS AS TO 

Tl. AND LOC\LITY All£ PLACED U~N YOUR EMP\.OMIT OF F~S TO ACCOWLISH 
TIC PURPOSES SET FO«TM Ill YOUII DIMC'Tift:. IT IS INTEIIUD THAT YOU I IU 
UTILIZE YOUfl FORCES TO CAMY OUT THE MISS 101 LAID DOn Ill YOUft DIREC'T i ft: 

Ill A LOGICAL IIQUEIICE TO BE DETtRIII_, BY YOU Ill THE LIOMT OF THl 
CNIIGI. I I T\IAT I ow. 
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ASSUMI':D CONTROL OF 1\LLIEt !lAVAL FORCES IN ABDA AREA. ADDRESS ABD AFLOAT 

BATAVIA. 
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Of\ THAT OF f' I RST FLEET , EXCEPT FOR GIWVOY ~'E' I<T I ONEO ABOif£ TR.~ FF I C OF 

SCCO~J!J Mm THIID FLEET COMMANuERS Y It LI,S L1 TTLE I W'O S I r;~t;: THEY .~DDRESS 
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