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To, & ALL CONCTRNED Time 2145 EWT
From 1 OuH.. o0 Viie Pate 231 Feb 42
Ko OPX 02190 of 23 Feb 42, Informetion No,30

to 1200z/23. CIPHER,

1, TIKOR, Position on 21st, Tnemy reinforcements landed
SO0UTH of KOEPANG. ferodrome OEEOE (100 kilometers N.E., of
KJEFANG) captured by parachute troops. Enemy also landed

in Portuguese TIIOF, .Y, of DILLI.

Z, Jur air metivity. Yesterday Hudson set fire by direct
hits to large transport in BANER STRAITS, Todey Blenhelm
dropped bombs among enemy aireraft parked on PALELBANG I
and several believed destroyed, Tanker observed sunk
scross PLLTIBANG Fiver with 4 transports aprarently shut

in above it, B17's despatched to attack enemy BALI but eloud
obscuren target,

3. “nemy air activity. Today LALANG attacked by 9 bombers
and 13 righters, Fnemy losses one bomber and one fighter.
gurs WIL., In yesterdays sir attack reported para twe Inform-
ation 29, believed at lesst three enemy alreraft shot down
by Ashe o In EAST J.VA attack 1 LB10O, 3 B17's, 1 P40 set
fire on ground: other aireraft damaged,
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MOGT TMIEDIATE Received

From: Geperal UAVELL, AJDACCL Time: 1332 hrs

Tos Britman for Combined Chiefs of Staffs Date: 22 Feb
Wgr Office for C 0 8, Cipher

Mot 02076 of 22 Fah
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1, BHETT and myself saw Governor Gensral this evening and
discussed your DBA 20 vith him as regards Command JAVA time of
withdrawal ABDA HQ ad effect on public morale, Also communicated to
him your DBA 22,

2, NO difficulty future Command JAVA, Organization slready in
existence before AEDA HQ arrived and Commanders of Naval Land and
Alr forees in Island are already Dutch,

3, Duteh HOT likely to wish any of their representatives on ABDA
HR withdrawn,

4, Recoomend that ADDA 117 should HOT be ordered to be withdrawn
but should be dissolved, Reason piven should be that return of
BURMA to INDIA leaves APDA Area practically without command exceqpt
local defence JAVA uvhich con be better exercised under original

Dutch orpanisation, FHILIPPLIES should revert to American control
Wi AUSTRALIA to Australian command, Announcement in this form
would be much less damaging to public mra,lé in JAVA than vithdrawal
of HQ elsevhere, DARVIN only possible alternative location and =
obvious that it would be gquite ineffective there,

§.It should be made quite clear to Dutch that withdrawal of ABEDA
(HQ will NOE repeat) NOT mean stoppage of warlike supplies to JAVA
'm'wuiz-mmT;E:-tu this effect should be made, N.E.I. Govt
request that they should be consulted as to form and time of any

announcement of declsion re ABDA Command and I consider it essentilal

that they should be,

6, As recards time Covernor Oeneral says and I agree that effect

&f withdrawal after invasion of Island or heavy bombing attacks had

begun would be deplorable and that it should take place as soon as |
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\ 7. I propose therefore to make preparations but to take NO active
steps for withdrawval and to keep intention strictly secret till I
receive reply to this telegram. Withdrawal of majority of HQ will
be by ship to COLOLBO, Propose 1uv:%uiunn 0fficers required by
Dutch, Consider alsc that senior officer for British and Australian
troops left in Island should remain,

8, BRETT leaves by plane to AUSTRALIA early tomorrow to hasten
daspatch of air reinforcements from AUSTRALIA ( see my CCOS 17 and
AW12),
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FROME ABDACOM.frem Gen, WAVELL. IMED 0948
TO0: WAH ICE for C.O0.B, DATE: Wli

British Army Staff GASHINGTON
for combined C.0.5.

NOr  W200157 26/,

Returned this morning frem Rangoon,

Do not nnn:idltr situation immediately serious provided
gertain steps outlined below are taken as early os possible,
Japanese advance in To ESEHLS probably made by comparatively

small ferce,
Our mein foree South has beer withdrawn scross SALVEEN

and Jepanese occupetion of SOULMEIN is probably but have
instructed HUTTON %o take offcnsive actlon as Boon &S he
has organised sufficient force,

Followin, steps for Defence of BUHMA essential,
Haval, Antl submarine flotilla base on HAKGOON to keep
approaches clear. Should eventually consist of two small
destroyers, four sloops or corvettes and six trawlera or
similar craft at least half of above recuired at bnee, lNone
avallable from present ABDACOK resources .
Land, Reinforcements in sight from INDIA and AFRICA with
Chinese asslstonce should sufilice if convoys continue to
arrive safely,
Alr, Heinforcements promised should suffice for present
provide they asrrive speedily especlally ‘Murricanes from Liddle
East, It i essential that A.V¥,0. Squadron which Chennault

is endeavouring to withdraw should remain at RANGOON at least

ot hastDoetd

until further fighter squadrons are available, This Squadror

has been dolng inveluable work, Can I plesse be inicrmed

under whose orders it {s to be regarded, Some Hudson alr-

oreft for cosstal reconnsissance required imoedistely,
Internal situstion reesonably satisfactery.  HANGOON
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MEBBAGE
Cable Ho. B.200357 of 20/1 Confd.

Docks heve been cleared snd sufficlent labour aveilable for
immediate pucposes but llable to dipappear under bombing
pttacks, Hallways working "J.i.

Squadron lon, range bosbers operating from BUAMA would
have -xc-.llint tarjets and propose to send one A8 SOCON 48

possible,

I8 .M, {30)
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