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= .
ACTION OPMAV [NFO ALUSLO BOMBAY
MY 3%1939 APRIL. PORT CONDITIONS COLOMBEO MATERIALLY W
IMPROVED. INWARD MILITARY CARGO NOW BEING HANDLED OV MiLl=-
TARY LABOR. FROM 46TH MAY WiLl. BE ABLE BERTH TWO VESSELS
MONTHLY FOR LOADING STRATEGICS. ASSUMING EACH VESSEL LIFTING
1504 TO 204¢ TONS EXPECT ABLE LOAD 450 TO 50¢ TONS PER DAY,
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Franklin D. Rocsevelt Libeary

DISTRIBUTION; DEGLASS‘HED
974+ ACTION DOD DIR. sz00.e (9/27/58)

18/11. . .COMINCH . . 0164 o o BADO, . 4 2P0P FILE...FILE..o
' Date- FFR 171972

Signature- W

474150 NCR 2782

sTial Make original enly. Deliver (o communication watch officer in persen, (See Art. 76 (1) NAVEEGS.)




'h.i."l'l.l: H.'E.SSlﬁE ' ) HAYY DF"THENT
l}llF'";ﬂ_ ____ ¥ EXT [f 5||:1|." ﬂ{ﬂﬂﬂ AUI:IIHES.S.EE'.S - : PRECEDENC [._
eom _ ALUSLO COLOMED = OPHAY PRIDRITY
RELEASED BY \ ! ; Rou I HE
| b DEFERRED
oare 4 MAY 1942 = |
toncooemoon 30246 & | PRIDRITY
oecooen oy __ STOKSTAD : I x4y
= DEFERRED
PARAPMRASED BY LELAND - —— - -
INDICATE BY ASTERISK ADDRESSFES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY
ROUTED BY FULTON 304030 HCR 8675
UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRARSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDERCE

ORIGINATOR LL IN DATE AND TiIME TIME &

(ACT1ON OPNAY 1HFD ALUSLO BOKBAY)

MY 160230,

PORT CONDITIONS COLOMBO HOT MATERIALLY IMPROVED. LOADING
COMPLETELY STOPPED. EXPECT MILITARY LABOR WILL STAQY

BAY 4TH TO HANDLE INWARD MILITARY CARGO.

AUTHORITIES HOPE AFTER 2 WEEKS TO GRANT A FEW DAYS LOADIRG
TO EACH DISCHARGING VESSEL BUT NG PRESENT PROSPECTS
BERTHIHG VESSELS SOLELY TO LOAD.

BOMBAY PLEASE |NFORM MCCORMACH GETCHELL.
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WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF
WASHINGTOM

April 30, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: i

A rediogram recelved from Generel Stilwell under
date of April 30th is paraphrased as follows:

"Japanese in Lasghio and threaten Bhamo. To-
morrow I intend to fly over from Schwebo in order
to try and bolster the front at Lashio. The jig
is about up. Should I finish up in India or in
China, if there is a choice? A prompt answer is
requested.”

In response to the above message, the following
message was sent with the approvel of the Secretary of War:

"It is assumed that retirement to Indis would
be tied into your plan to train 100,000 Chinese in
India. If Wavell sees eye to eye with you, that
would be preferable plan from the War Depart-
ment point of wiew. However, this plan for the
use of Chinese troops must have the approval of
the Generalissimo. Signed Marsghall."

-

Cﬁ%‘.ﬁcﬂ .
jor General,
Deputy Chief of Staff.
Frenklin D. Rossevelt Library
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Major J. H. Hynes,
April 25, 1942.

INDLA, CHINA,

1,

2.

1.

2

3.

Fe are still without news from General Stilwell. Colonel MoClure
from London states that the War Office have not heard from
Oeneral Alexander.

However, press reports and communiques indicate that the Japanese
attack in the South Shan States Front toward Taunggl continues. The
threat to Lashic is obvious. The Japanese are now understood to be
about 10 miles East of that Point.

A Chinese communique states that their foroes are now engaged nearly
50 miles North of Pyinmana. The Jap spearhead along this sector of
the front follows the line of the walley and rallway.

No report from British seetor.

The RAF and AVE are still grounded.

General Brerston from New Delhi states that he has now organized the
Ferry Command Service. It is divided into two sections: The Indian
Ferry Command asd the Assam-Burma-China Ferry Command (ABC). He wants
immediately, 26 transport planes for the Indian leg and 2B for the AEC
leg; plus additional planes for the Command service.

His plan, howsver, oalls for 76 for the ABC leg, 26 for the Indimn leg,

and 25 for the CNAC; plus what can bs supplied for the service command.

The position mow is that Gemeral Brereton has at his disposition 11
planes for the ABC leg of which § mre CNAC: 25 are on the way and 28
are ready for shipment.

The route (which covers & distance of about 23500 miles) runs from
Earachi te New Delhi, Allahabab, Texpur, Saidys, Miytkyina and
Einming.

It is expected that Miytkyina all-weather rumway will be completed by
the 16th of May. Planes now use temporary dirt rumway, Inasmuch as the
rainy season has commenced operatioms have already been curtailed.

The only airfield available around Saidys is now belng used not only by
ABC Command but alee by the HAF, CMAC, Indian Hat'l Airways and the
British Transport Servioe. OCongestion is heavy. However, another
airfield in this area, which they hope to have ready by June lat, is
now being built.

Colonel Osmun, New Delhi, reports that serial reconnaissance in Bay of
Bengal is rostricted and spasmodic due to lack of equipment, and is
confined to coastal waters.

Franklin D. Reosevelt Library
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s jor J. H. Hynes
April B4, 1942.

INDIA, CHINA, BURMA

LAND: 1. There is mo further mews from General Stilwell regarding his projected
counteroffensive. It seems improbable that he will proceed with
his plan in view of the serious Jap threat to his left flant in the
S8outhern Shan States.

g. We are obliged, this morning, to rely on British and Chinese official
communiques which indicate that the Chinese, although they have
abandoned Pyinmana, are fighting a rear guard action to the North
of that point.

3. The Britishmve withdrawn their forces on their left in order te
cover the Chinese right flant.

4, It would nmot appear ms yet that the Japanese tactios, aitmed at divid-
ing the British forces on the Irrawaddy from the Chinese forces on the
Sittang, have been successful.

§. There seems little doubt that the situation, as Col. Betts pointed
out yesterday worning, is extremely grave.

AIR: 1. We have mo advices regarding either AVD or RAF activity. Howaver,
the Japs have beon continuing their bombing and staffing of the British
and Chinese forward positiomns.

2. Dispateh from Col. Osmun, states that the Japs for third time have sent
reconnaissance planes over Chittagong. HReconnalssance flight consisted
of no fewsr than 21 planes. In the light of past experience prinoipally
in Australis, these Jap reconnaissance flights partioularly when oarried
gut in foroe, are invariably a prelude to serial bombardment.

3. In the same dispatch Col. Osmun states that heavy bombs dropped on
Burmese towns in recent weeks have been principally of the 110 1k.
type and that 1/8 were "duds".

4. OFI reports the sinking in the reglon of the Lacadive Is. of the
58 WASHINGTONIAN enroute to Bombay.

CHIMA
—F.—Further reports have oome in stating that Japs are continuing their
attacks on airfislds in the Eaatern part of the dountry.
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TEXT

SEFERENCE MY 121242, FORGES NOW AVAILABLE FOR DEFENSE OF
CEYLON AGAINST SURRISE ATTACK. SEA. EASTERN FLEET. ASSUUE
THE DEPARTHENT KNGWE THE PRESENT DISPOGITION. AS NOW
CONSTITUTED 18 INFERICR IN AIR STRENGTH AND BATTLESHIPS

JO FORCE WHIGH JAPS HAVE SHOKN THAT 1T 18 POSSIBLE FOR
THEN TO CONCENTRATE. MOBILE LAND FORCES, 4 INDIAK
DIVISION OF 3 BRIGADES AND 1 MIXED DIVISION OF 1 ENGLISH,
1 AFRICAN, AND 2 AUSTRAILIAN BRIGADES. FIXED DEFENSES AS
PREVIOUSLY REPORTED WITH ANTt=AIRCRAFT BEING FURTHER
[NCREASED. AIR. 37 HURRIGANES, 5 SEA HURRICANES, 16
FULKARS TOTAL 56 FIGHTERS. B BLEKHENS LIGHT BOBERS. 12
SWORDFISH, 4 VILDEBEESTE TORPEDO PLANES. 5 CATALINA PATROL
PLANES. 6 FLYING FIELDS NOW IN SERVICE. THERE IS APPARENTLY
NO EARLY AGTICN 1N PROSPECT TO 1MPROVE THE SITUATION HERE.
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{y 945442 CGLOMBEO PORT LABOR DECAMPED AFTCR RAID
EJETH., SLO¥ DISCHARCE OF FOQD AMD MILITARY CARTOS
ay TROOPS AKD VOLUNTARY LABOR, BARRING WORE RAILS
P AUTHORITIES HOPE LABOR RETURNING SCOM. 1N COH-
CURRENCE #1TH REPRESENTATIVE NOT RECOMMEND PENDING
FLUITHER ADVICE NC MOHE AMERICAR SH41PS§ CALL COLOLEO
EOR ANY PURPOSE EXCEPT DIECHARGE OF FUEL FTOD OR

._fl iTI,J\Ir_.\:r Cﬂ,[‘.'.;:._. FE' 1 ,._EE_i HE F:’Eq
Franklin 0. Roosevelt Library

DECLASSIFIED
*N0OT IN NCR FILES CCD DIR. s200.9 (o/27/88)

vate- FEB 1 1972 :
37, « + AG annun‘nggﬁéfp e
COMTUCH, » o460 .38, . .8AD0. .. 18/41.,.20-0P...FILE ],
160234




HAVAL MESSAGE q NAVY DE:?HE{“
—_— = ! P —— —— __ = S T | —
DRAFTER EXTENSION NUMBER ADONESSEES PRECEDEMCE

. I -
| FROM : “"‘l SITACHE CHUNGK ”Iul g | PRIDRITY
. : g ROUTINE
1 RELEASED BY B . OPNAV RR
_ = EFERRED
' owre 11 APRIL 1942 == = RPN R Fr=_
1
| roncoommoow __ 402447 000 |8 PRIGRITY
= ROUTINE
| pecooen oy _ RORIBCN 00 |8
| - | DEFERRED
PARAPHRASED BY_ WUTCHINSON L 1 e __.l__.__..____
IHDICATE BY ASTERISKE ADDRESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY 15 SATISFACTORY.
| ROUTED=ROBINSCN s
16J60¢ NCR 7595
UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WiTH DEFERRED PRECEDENCE
ORIGINATOR FILL IN OATE AND TIME = e e 2 L1

TEXT

THE FOLLOWING ACTION IN THE BAY CF BENGAL ON APRIL 6TH

FROM CALCUTTA
|8 REPORTEL/EY THE ASSISTANT ALUSNA .
AKYAB WAS BCUBED BY 81 PLARES.
2 CRUISERS 2 DESTRCYER3S ATTACKED OUTWARD BOUND SEVEN SHIP
CONVOY OFF CUTTACK. THE DAMAGE IS NOT KMOWNg 2 BATTLESHIPS
9 CRUISERS PLUS DESTROYERS CPERATING AGAINST AND OFF
VIZAGAPATAM. SMALL CRUISER AND DESTRCYER FﬂﬂﬂéﬂlTﬂHlHG
INDIAN COAST BETWECGH ABCYE 2 POINTS. BRITISH AUTHORITIES
ARE SUSPENDING SHIPPING AT CALCUTTA EFFECTIVE APRIL 1f.
53 EXMIBITOR RETURHED LAST NAMED PORT AFTER ATTACK BY NiP
4 MCTORED PATROL PLANE ON 2WD WHILE STILL IN THE &CUTH

OF THE HOOSAY RIVER. Franklin D. Roosevelt Library
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noVBING ATTACH Emusfs 746F/5 0¥ COLONDO HARBOR AND RATLALANA
AIR FICLO OV ASOUT SEVIREY FIVE JAP CARRIER TYPE PLANES, TENDEDOS
Sl HECTOR DURHED LUCHA SLIGHTLY HOLED HARBOR DEPT SHOPS DES~

TROYED X OAAGE OTHERWISE 3L IGHT.
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ROUTED BY, EULT O en wit o rewsurrc P BA345, MER 4520

(FOLL@WING FROM CINC CEYLOX ADDRESSED ADWIRALTY REPEATED
ARMINDIA MMAS HOBART WITH REFERENCE NUMBER $#5342/5 AND |8 PASEED
BY COMNAVEU TO OPNAV AND GCMINCH FOR INFO)

mPREL I INARY REPORT OF AIR ATTACK ON COLOMBO AT P87§ LOCAL TIME
TODAY. ABOUT 5§ BOMBERS 700K PART SUPPORTED BY FIGHTERS ATTACK:
ED DIRECT AT HARBOUR AREA, RAILWAY WORKSHOP AND RATMALANA AERQ-
DROVE. APPROXNIMATE DAMAGE TO DATE HARBOUR WORKSHOPS DESTROYED,
RAILWAY WORKSHOPS SLIGHT, AERODROM MEGLIGIBLE ONLY 1 AIRCRAFT
DAMAGED ON CROUND, ( 7 HM8 HECTPR) ON FIRE, HME LUCIA SLIGHTLY
DAMAGED, HMS TENEDQS PROBABLY TQTAL LOSS, CABUALTIES( § ?
SLIGHT ). (RAF) :::}qnﬂ o5 ENCMY DESTROYED INCLUDING 2 BY A/A
FIRCMANY OTHERS Bﬁ?hﬁgﬁ, CUR LGGEEE 14. BLENHEIMS WERE AWAY

ATTACK ! KG ENEMY FORCESY) 1 _eg a0l
: ; \ & n“! .ﬂ# J 'E:p
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- Controlled Infermation Re; Overations of F !
T

From: VYew Delhi to War Emprt.'rent.
Time filed at source; Merch 31, 1942
TR “1S: Merch 31, 1942

TOR OMI: Apri 0h) lauz

Fersons Tamilisr with the situntioa fear that a Jemanese attack
on CALCUTTA, even & limited one, wuld result in s-~rious interfemence with
railrosd operations in *hat region becsuse of desertinns of reilway workers,
A n!'*”"‘;l""' stoppage of ic in the *al aree is possible. The same
neiderations armly to the manitions petry in that area, It will be
difficult if not immossible to find replacements for skilled lavor. The
transfer of rolling stock elsewhere has led to & remorted shortage here,
This ie imortant with reference to militer, communications, the handicaps
of & bturdensome refugee exodus, & mounting demend for mator wehicles, and
wesibility of decressing or halting roed buildine between BURMA and
urther develormente will be remorted. +his is for Coleonel Wron

1554
of |

Intelligence.

OsSMIY

A T P TSI
HETALY OR &S

-r.‘..‘:‘{.:‘r'l ed Information Re: Onerations of Friendly Powers
osevelt Library
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‘Cﬂmrolled Infora tion Re: Ope'stions of Frieddly Powers
I

From: M/A LODOY to “ar Deot.
Time filed at source: March 30, 10u2 '
|

TOR MID: March 31, 19up
TOR ONI: April 011805 1942 — {
|
First part of messsge could not be deciphered, The following is the i
situation in BURMA todny: Eemas
1. The British apmarently have lost the epirit of the offensive,
their primery conelderstinn being the destiructisn of the oll fields at
YENAYG CHAMG: and withdrawing. The only stiffening influence here is
the Stilwell groun, which hee inenired British forces to be more aggressiv
to cease destroying oil flelde. It is believed that it is absolutely
mnify commend under American leadership.

and
esgentisl to
troope indicates that

2. The comitting of additl-nel Yananes:
a major engagement with Chinese forces is developing todsy in the

TOMGO0 area.,

1 airdromes in BURMA are being nrogressively destroyed
*, The cbjective of the enemy force-in the ANDAMANS gay
h has already bren bombed. The Yapancee bombed HEHOA
field, putting it out of use until “arch 28th., The Royal Air Force is
without effect. The record of the Americen Velunteor Groun has not been
axageorated but they have only tem planes and those cannot cffrctually
meet 200 of th ny. Plancs in the sirdrome at YAGWE wore almost
cntirely destroyrd becaus
the alr warning systcm.

of absonce of comminication facilitice for

+» The United Vations may not succced hore becruse of genoral

abscnec of eignal facilitics. Coordinated action botweon the Britieh and
the Chincec is not possiblc due to absonce of BAF communicatlom.
& |

h. "Wilth the excoption ef a small amount belng brought in by eir,
all supply commnications were spvercd b the canturc of RANGOON, Heavy
rains arc falling on the MAVIPUR® roed. Constructinn of the F._-'J_I.'i'uf.:ﬁ road
will not be finished before the 15th of May whon the reiny scason bogina,
It ie Bboliowed

BURMA
arc now using their rosorve surmli s.

Ll
that the road will then b immaseablo. Forces in BHO
¥Fo relief can be foreecon.
HRIMK
G-2 Yotos:
b YEMANGYAUNG, 115 miles north of

1. Evidontly intended to T
MANDALAY.
BIRMA, at mouth of KALADAY river.

2. Northwestorn coast of

3. TMighway contor 70 milre SE gf MAND/LAY on EBF T 2

4, Southemstrrn ASSAM, o T et O

5. Southern part of UPPER CHIND'MIY proviner on th”'CHIRDWIN Rivid
All copirs informational, ' &
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TEXT
ACTION OPLAV INFO COMSOWESPAC FROM ALUSNOB COLOMBO. FIRST CF T00

PARTS.

FORCES NOW AVAILABLE FOR DEFENSE OF CEYLON AGAINST SUPRISE ATTACK.
SEA. THO OLD BATTLESHIPS SiX CRUISERS ONE OLD CAYKZNG (OHE GROUP
OUMTTED BUT BELIEVED TO BE CRUISER OR CARRIER). ONE NEV CARRIER LEAR.
LAND. THREC THOUSAND ODD CEYLON TROOPS OF DOUBTFUL VALUE. OHE INDIAN
DIVISION OF T&O BRIGADES COMPRISING ABOUT NINE THOUSAMD MEN. ANCTHER
DIVISICN OF THREE BRIGADES TO BE ORDERED HERE SOCN. COAST ARTILLERY
AS PER MY REPOST 8-41 BLUS TWO FOUR INCH COLOMBO AND Ti0Q AT GALLE.
ANT] AIRCRAFT PROJECTED IN MY MESSAGE 8 JAN VIA BAD WASHINGTON NOU
INSTALLED. TOTAL MOUNTED WILL SOON 8E 63 HEAVY TJ LIGHT WITH ANOTHLR

5g LIGHT PROJECTED.
Franklin D. Roosevelt Libeary
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ROUTINE
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DEFERRED
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ROUTINE
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