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NAVY DEPARTMENY

(Release 1:00 P,.M. EWT)
HAVY DEPARTMENT COMIUNIQUE NO.

The Navy Department issusd the following commnique based on
Feports received up to 12,00 OON  (®WT)_March 14, 1942 -

AR EAST

Joint Admiralty and Navy Department Comsunique. Although full
Mhmntmuuuipldﬂ-hﬂnmmu
events in the Java Sea on 27th Pebruary and subsequent days during Japanese
invasion of Java,

m.rm:rmmmm-nmmrmmmﬂ;d
H.M.A.S.FERTH, H.M.5. EXETER, the U.5.S. HOUSTON and Dutch Cruisers DE RUTTER
and JAVA were at sea north of sourabaya, Thﬂunuﬂmmmm
by destroyers H.M.S. ELECTRA, H.M.S. JUPITER and M.N.S. ENCOUNTER and Netherlands
KORTENAER. mrmmmm—muu-mmmnq
was flying in DE RUYTER. The whole Naval force in the area was under the
strategic control of Admiral Helfrich of the Royal Netherlands Navy.

At 4434 P.M. on Pebruary 27th this Allied Force made contact with a
h—-mmumwmmmmm. The Japanesa
f“m#nlnnt—lﬂmqlm-fm.mmnr-dﬂth
ten 8-inch guns and a mumber of other cruisers, The Japanese ¢ ruisers had with
them 13 destroyers organised in two flotillas,

Aotion was joined at extreme rangs. Almost at once one of the
immnﬂmnm“lmhtm-#imoﬂw
mnnﬂmmmm“ﬂhnqm#u-ﬂhh
hit by shells from H.W.A.S. PERTH. Soon afterwards the other Japanese destroyer

muurrm
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flotills deliversd a torpedo attack, Whils action was being taken to sveld
these torpsdoss H.N.S. EIETER was hit by an B-inch shell in s boilsr reom,
This reduced ber speed and forced her to drop out of line. Ouly cne of the
torpedoss launched in this attack took effsct, This hit the Hetherlands
destroyer CORTEMAER and she sank,

The: three British destroyers wers ordered to counter attack the
Japansss destroyars who were retiring undar cover of a mmoke serssn., Very
littls inforsation is svailahle about the result of this oounter attack, H.M.5.
JUPITER reported sssing only two snemy destroyers both of which she sngaged
with genfire. H.M.S. ELECTRA was not sesn after she had dissppesred inte
smcks scresn and it is presuned that she was sunk. As soon as Allded oruisers,
sxoept H.M.5, EXETER, who was unable to keep up, drew clear of mmoks they again
engaged the snemy, this time at shorter range. Less than half an hour later the

anamy o rulsers turned oy under cover of a smoke sereen. It was seen that one
of the snemy's heavy S-inch gun crulsers had been hit aft and was Berning flercely.

Admiral Decorman led his fores slout and chassd the snesy to North
Eastward but he failed to regain touch with enemy in fading light, After night-
fall the Lllisd orulsers sightsd four enemy ships to westward and sngaged thes
with unknown results.

Admiral Decorman attsmpted to work arcund these enemy shipa in ordar
to locats the convey which was sxpected to the Northward. This was found to be
impracticabls owing to high speed of the snesy and Admiral Decorman han turned
his foroe te Sowthward to close the cosst of Jawa intending to sweep to Westward
along the coast in an attempt to intercept Japanese irvasion comvoys.

Half an hour after Allisd force had turned to Westward along the
deva coast H.W.5. JUPITER was disabled by an under water sxplosion. She sank
four bours later. H.M.S. JOFITER was oot far from the mainland of Jawa



==
and & mmber of survivors have slready reached Australis,

At 11130 P.li. when Allisd cruisers were about 12 silss north of
“--Fnd-lmﬁﬂd“-ﬂp-lh_h Thay
wars at oncs engaged and mmber of hits were secured on the enemy. The DE RUTTER
was hit by ome shell. Afterwards ths DE RUTTER mads a large alterstion of course
presumatly in order to avold torpedoss fired by enesy. The other Allisd ¢rulsers
mmummmmhm
umu.n.wmmmu-'uuﬂum

nuwumummm”mm“
the enemy during these actions of February Z7th. Observers in H.M.A.3. PERTH
sensidar that ons Japansse B-inch gun crulser was sunk, & sscond B-inch gun
cruiser dssaged and a destroyar sunk. It has slso besn reported that a crulser
K‘h-ﬂﬂm"muﬂnlﬂmmmm
and laft on fire or sinking.

H.M.A.5.PERTH and U.5.5. BOUSTON, who had received some damage,
ﬂ“?ﬁﬁﬂ?u'“hﬂdwhﬁmm

Hhﬁ_h“ﬂm-ﬂmmﬂﬂhhm
foroe the Allisd comsand was faced with the probles of extricating the remain-
ummhtmmﬂhuu. Ths way to Australis was
mmwu-iwnhmm-rmnummunnmma
it onder enesy control.

After dark on 28th Pebrusry H.N.A.5.PERTH and U.5.5. HOUSTON laft
fanjong Prick with the intention of passing through Sunda Strait during dark
hours. mmm--wn:saa.m-;mdmm
indioated that she and U.5.5, HOUSTON had come into contact with a foros of
Japanese ships off St. Micholas Point at about 11130 P.M. MNothing howsver has
besn heard of H.M.A.8. PERTH or U.5.5. HOUSTON since that tims,
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h—dﬁw.m*mmdﬂ;m—ﬂ
m.—n—m—uwm.m-u.-.m Om forencon
dﬂu—ﬁmm.mmm-—umm—u
creisers steering towards her. Mo further word has bssn received from H.N.5,
Iﬂwﬂ-m.m\#lﬂ.&.m The Dutch destroysr EVERTSEN
n—ﬂuh—umumann. Sha was dssaged and was
beachad.

ﬁmll.lmﬂﬂﬂﬂl.l.l.l.mmﬂﬂ
MMHMM-

n_m_mumwmuaﬂtmw
on the snewy by thess ships during the above described ssctiona.

lﬂﬂm#mMuﬁﬁlhIﬁﬂmd
Hmﬂhmﬁu“nmumw-”
Departaant,

fhe U.5.5 HOUSTON was cosmanded by Captain A. H. Reoks, USW and
the U.5.5, POPE was comsanded by Lisutenant Comsander ¥. C. Blima, USK.

Thers is nothing to report from other areas.



‘o W MAYY DEPARTMFNT

" -
ORAFTER TETENLION e WAl ADDRETSEL PRECEDENCE
FRON . :'-.l. E I'w %
T E TUR '

RELEASED &Y = M NOH
o ad FEB. 1542 OOFERRED

® 850 ! 4
108 CODERCOM L9da/s1944 E FRIQHTY
oE - BERRAY § HOUTIRE

TR DEFERRED
PLHAPHRASED BY Wri L
IWDICATE BY RSTERITE ADCRESSEES FON WHICH WAL DELIVERY 13 SATISFACTORY,
UHLESE OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH wiLL B HIMITTID Wit DEFERRED PRECEDENCE
GRIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AMD TIML naTe TIME BET
TEXT

' .
h L | \
I -
0 STE IF IN T T
i T [ WP T y
e
DECLASSIFIND

088 Letter, B-3-TH

JAN 16973

SECRET

Make erigizsl snly. Deliver ts commasiealion watch ofieer in person,  (See Art, T8 (4} NAVREGS)
ATLINE

3¢



	0001
	0002
	0003
	0004
	0005
	0006
	0007
	0008
	0009
	0010
	0011
	0012
	0013
	0014
	0015

