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JOST LIEDIATE mRATENOY 13 973
Following for Joint Staff Mission from

Chiefs of Staff Number (W) B85.

1. Your D.B.A. 23 and 28, Under whosc command

do you propeose the Fhilippine Islands and Northern

Australia should be? In C.C.0.8. 19 WAVELL recommended

return of Philippine Islands to U.8. and Nerthern

Australia to Australian Command.

24 We had thought that ABDA Area as such would

now disappear,

T.0.0, 12064/25
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From: JOIRT STAFT WISSION,
Dater 24,2.42

R

MOST DSEUTATE.

DB, 26,

Following just received frem London cancelling
eonctrrence in general line taken in D.B,A, 23 and 25 on subject

. of commmnigue, Berins:
' "0230 24th February, Prims lindster has just
expressed viow that thers should be no repetition no public
‘ announcement of dissclution of Abdssom untdl it is an accomplished
fact and Gansral Navell and Staff have reached thedir destination,

(11) His recscns are that any ansouncement will not
enly give the enemy the impressicn that we are throwing up the
sponge in Java but will also pensibly add to dapger of journey
of Genoral Wawell and his Staff,

(111) General Tmvell should be informed mccordingly
unlsas of mourse the Presidant doss not mgres,"

. Ends,

Fresldert's views will be cbtained in about nine
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T0: B.h.D. Washington 5315
FRO!:  Admiralty
DATED: 23rd February, 1942.

LOST IOTLDIATE.

For Joint Staff Mission from Chiefs of Staff
He, (W) 76,

1 It anc1a to us thot the senoral divisieon of
strotorie rosayonsibility shienld he n Paoific aron 'micr
U.3. 4, oortrel ' an Inddlon Deorn coton mider Prdltisn
emtrol,

2, Proposal 4as not yet been sut officially to
Dutclt, Australien or New Zesland Governments, but our
preliminary views are as follovs,

Ay ABDA mrea vas created and the Buprenwe Cembender
appointed to ensbls best use to be nade of all avallable
Mhited lation forees in south west Pacific Area.

£, With the fall of Singepore, the tranafer 6f
Turma to Indis end the probability of overwhalodn
Jepanese attack on the Hetherlands Last Indies, the
gituntion has entirely changed.

5. In the changed circumstances we thinl. that the
teat method of strategic control 1s by a syste: of areas
within each of vhich one power would bs responsiule.

[ The povier exercising strateglc control weould
bte responsible for military poliey withdn tiat area

but in accordance iwith the general policy agrend betwoen
Lun;i.nn and tashington for the conduct of the war as o
whole,

7a As a general principle the poverrments of
territories vithin sach area vould be reaponsibla for
their ovn locsl defence, The sending of additional
militery forces to the area would be primarily tae
resnansibility of the power axereisini strategic cantrel.

- ag,

8. The 1limits of the strateglc areas in the Fer
Zpst rust be related to the natural routes fron tae maln
sources of sunply.

i sta therofore suggest that thars samuld bLe two
el areas.

{a) Imited States Area = Pacific Ocean including
Australis and New Zealand.

{b) British Ares - Indian Ocean, “o?ﬁ‘mw lﬁﬁn
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10, It would be desirable to inelude all Dutch
possssgions in one area or the other ss thls vionld
simplify co-operstion, The islands are hovtever, 80
spread out that this im not osgible, ie therefore
econaider that the arous should be divided., Indlan
Ocean ares to include Malaya, Sunatra, Jova end the
chain of 1slands &s far east as, and Im:lwlm;_,
Timor, Pacific Ocean area, Borneo, Celebes, New
Guinea and the 1slands te %hl north and enui: Mus
+tha dividing line betwecn the tie areas ghould n a8
from Singapors through the Java Sea, the Flores Gea,
ti:@ Bendar Bea, ana far oast as ﬂeriﬁinn 1290, and
thanee due snu%h to northern coast of Aust:uijn.

1, The boundary southward fros Australia should
be a continuation of the eastern boundary of lestern
Anstralia.

12, This division nar require subsequent
adjustnent as the war asainst Japan Srocesds.

13. ¥e have not attempted to aroduce & final
answer te all probleoms involved at this sta.e, Clearly
uestion of naval, lend and air command in and around
hustralia will present mein diffieulty, but this should
be capable of solntion,

14, Abovye aroposnls should be discussed with

Combined Chiefs of Staff and whatever is ajrecd
comminicatod,

T.0.0, 13474723
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It hes been ascertained from London
thats-

{1) The object of this signal was To
use General Vi.vell's special lnowledge on the
defence of Burma, although Burma is no longer
under his command,

{2) The signal has been Trepcated to

India and Burma.

221D FEERULRY, 1942, (Intld.) V.D.
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