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The United States elections sroused intcuee ingeres: ia
latin Amerios, wpers it wee felt thet this counwryio policy toward
the various Republics hung in the belanco. IMvesldsnt Fooscveltie
reslection wer universally hailed wiih enthusiess wilh the cnly,
but definite exceptica of ocutright pro-Fascict groups.
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LATIN AMERICAN REACTIONS TO THE REELECTION OF PRESIDENT _ItDOEﬂL'!

The United States elections were followed in Latin Americs
with intense intersst, reflecting Latin American feeling that
United States policy toward Latin America hung in the balance. In
as remote & country as Bolivia, many people listened to radio electiom
returns until dewn, With the exception of outright pro-fasclst groups,
the reelection of President Roossvelt aroused universal enthusiama.

A, PFavorsble Gr.l—ntl

In Nioaragua, President Somoza declared m two-day national
holiday featuring patriotic demcnstrations, concerts and fireworks.
Foreign Minister Acosta of Costa Rice referred to the President as
"the propeller of the Good Neighbor policy." Im Bolivia, La Rasén
deolared that the President’s victory gumranteed vitalisatiom of
the Good Neighbor policy and the comsclidation of peace om the basis
of the four fresdoms. In Brasil, newspapers ran headlines "Superb
Exasple of Democratic Faith," and an amusing story olroulated in
Rio to the effect that Brazll had its first Presidential electiom
in 14 years on § October, l:tﬂlinh t.in- U. 8. Army and Havy men
stationed in Brasil omst their ballots. In mors sericus vein, Ex-
Foreign Minister Aracha declared that President Roosevelt's reelection

was the lr-h‘lt ﬂutﬂl’r of the 'll.r“.:rll‘hlr than D-Mt;-n. elesotion

I. Full references for part one of this article are on file at
this office.
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is decisive for the world." hrujl.p. Minister Serrato of Urugusy
claimed that if Uruguayans had voted, "they would have wsupported
Mr. Roosevelt to the last man." In Chile, Venezuela mnd Eoundor,
the press’wans extremsly enthusiastic, while in Peru, the Senate and
the Chambor of Deputies passed a specinl resclution expressing
satisfaotion over the electlon®s ocutcome

In Argentina, .gn“rn-m'. officinls refused to comment. It waas
appareat, however, that the President's rosloction was enthusimstionlly
recoived by the great majority of Arpentinians, many of whom sent

messases to Mr. Roosevelt. La Nacion mnd La Prenss lost no time in

editorialieing to the sffect that unsettlsd conditions can best be
avpided by the exercise of democratic .prinuipln and the constitutional
rights of populsr election. "There cun be no danger of dictator-
ship", sald la Pronsa pointedly "is & country which renswe its principal
suthordty through clean elections every 4 yours "

In & few cases the fourth term provided Latin Americans with
an opportunity to promote their omn regimee. Thus, in El .‘.‘ilvldnr,
noW under a new nilltary dictatorship, the pro-government Diario de Hoy
said wistiully thut thers was nothing in the Constitution of the
United States to prohibit reslection of the Preaident, while in
Brazil Acting Foreign Minister Lefio Velloso, putting in m word for
Vargas, stated that the President's reelection was a "groat act of
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wisdom on the part of the U. 5, public. .which realizes tha* the
war effort must not be interrupted.”

B Hostile Reactions

Displensure with the slection returns came only from extrems
right-wing aod pro-Nezi organs. Ino Mexico, La Necidn, organ of

extrems rightist Accidn Naclonal, expressed its opimion thrcugh

photographs. FProminently femturin~ two pictures of Governor Dewey,
one of them showing him addressing & lerge audience, the magantine
included & third picture of President Hoosevelt tulking on behalf
of Senator Wagoner to m emall pathering st half-empty Ebbets Field
dust &8 tha issue went to press, returns came in and La Nacién
added & last-minute flash stating that the President nhad won "by
a small margin of votes "C

In Bolivia, la Calle, organ of the uro-Argentine MNR, commented
sarcastically; HMualy. all our politicimns yesterday gave their
opinion in favor of Hoosevelt's reelection. Of course, ms he was
the afficial candidats . "

The most bitter comment ceme from Argentine pro-Nasi papers.
la Frouds insisted that President Hoosevelt had won by means of
wholesale fraud.* Cabildo campaigned vigorously for Governor Dewsy.

"How fortunate is Mr. Dewey!" obe of its articles stated. "He can

¥. La Wacion, Wexico City. 11 November 1044.
3. IaCulle, La Faz, B November 1944.

4. ¥Wow York Times, 9 November 1944, DECLARSIVIRD

mmm_m’ﬂ
whoT By 4. Schable DaseAN 1 6 1973




% _—

bitterly judge the President's foreign polley and mcocuse him of

‘denling with interpational matters on the bmeic of secret diplomecy:
without having the Secretary of State clussify his opinion e 'pro=iuei’.
I envy Mr. Dewsy." If Cabildo was envious, it was also confident. -
By election day its readers had been promissd that with Dewsy's

certair slection "things will changs."B

. Cablldo, Buenos Aires, 10 October 1944,
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