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s
PARAPHRASE OF STATE DEPT CABLE

From: Algiers
To : Becretary of State, Washington
Number: 1838 4 Juns 1044

This message comes from Murphy and has been sent
for Tittmann to Bern., It concerns Vatiocan worries over
the interval between Allied occupation of end (erman
departure from Rome,

Monsi Carrocll, member of the Vatican Secretariat,
vho is with Osneral Clark's headquarters, vill proceed to
the Vatican at the first available opportunity, General
Clark will rely on Tittmann's and Carroll's i{mmediate
advice con the Vatican, with every effort being
made to show the Vatiocan our rnrut of Vatican neutrality
and consideration for the Church's property and status,

Chapin (Charge)

ACTION: G-2
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OK PRESENT STASE UF NEGUTIATIONS BETWEEN VATICAN AND

GEAYAN AUTHORITIES THE CERMANS HAVE AGREED T0:

1/ . AMADL THE "BACING 28 OF. OCTCBER" SITUSTED TO THE
UEST OF THE PORT OF GENOA TO BE USED 48 PORT OF
BARKATION FER VATICAN SHIPS.

2. LLORCEDE ONLY (CIVITTAVECCH! AKL SANTA LARINELLA ARE

" EXOLUDED) THZ SC=CALLED “PORTO CLEMINTINO" WEAR

F=1

F-20 |
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Tor AFER

Rptd: JBN Washington
Promt Chiefs of 3tarf
Dated: 1st June, 194N
Nusber: QOSNED 119
 Pollowing for Generel Wilson from ~Chiefs of Staff.

1. Vatiocan lﬂhﬂt:l‘.n bave expressed anxiety over
MMIﬂlm German evacuation and"
Allied cooupstion of Rome. They stress mecessity for
Wpuﬂmaapltuhnr—alllud:wtum
itsslf at oentral point of towvn. They believe sush aoction

vould demonstrate impend Allisd control and administra-
tion, and serve to avert disorders.

2. - HN, Ambassador suggests early gesture of respect
t.o Vatioan would be appreciated, for instance if

British gad American mewldhtlhnh;mm
hhm:lmunuwumn possible to see Cardinal
of Btate, in order to convey message from Allied
m to the "opl ~and to inform Vatican authorities
of contemplated ll:l.itd measures in oonnection with Rome,

3. Request you consider possibility of implementing
shove proposals,

T.,0.0, 0123592

ACTION: ©C/S
o ﬁﬂm DECLASSIFIED
(Gen Bissell <o - Ly
L
ON-IN-1410 (2dun &%) . 18 wvn
oo, CoPY NoO. 33
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1 June 1984
Folloving from Chiefs of Staff for General Wilsom.
Reference NEDOOS 113,

1. Ve agree gemarally with your views.

!}_“ﬁhﬂﬂ‘; n::lrﬁﬂ.

Bote: MEDOOS 113 is ON-IN-22585 (30 MNay 44) OO/
AOTION: OGS Franklin D, Focsavelt Library

IO : Gemerel Armold DECLASSIFIED sms22-2)
General Bissell N-24-7]
AR RAP
-IN-TH3 (1 Jme M) 228 oy
P— 26
© Qo3 & CoPY No.
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To 3 AFEQ, Adv. Comd. Fost
British Chiefs of Staff

Rptd: JBM, Wi on for U8B Joint Chiefs of Staff

SHARP and , Fumber B 12774
From: Wilson
Number: MEDCOS 113 May 28th, 1944

The deoisions taken by the Vatiocan in regard to
their food convoys as set forth in Holy See telegram
number 359% create conditions under och it would be
impossible to o8 immumity to ccnvoys moving be-
tween Rome and Florence, The wording as described in
this telsgram vhile possibly distinotive and easlly

mril-lhll from the ground would be very diffi
to distinguish from the alr under oonditions of
visibility, The Vatiocan propose that the lorrie
follow a definite route but detour when traffic

oult

low

s should
interruptiona

pake it necessary and they contemplate certain departures
from their time soheduls in the event of loading delaye.
Any detour from the established route or departure from
the time sebedule without prior warning would make it

diffioult for a guarantee of immunity to be obse
yould have to be at Vatican's risk. The safety

rved and
of the

'F:th-nlur:hl:nﬂ.dmo? ..rrwt-m:h::: ml:nu:

o military trensport a po on route &
th-ﬂ-'hl time, It ia not u:m':g for the Vatican lorries

to travel "at the greatest possible distance from military
motor oom " * Single wehicles travelling in the vieinity
of Rome wit previous notioe of thelr movement ocannot be
guaranteed immumity. The present tactical situatlon indicates

in D. Roosevel

t Library r,
OM-TH-22585 (30 May 3)  PECLASSIFIED smS227\ L\J}&»

Ny g 1971

ooe3
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that in the very near future enemy traffio in the vicinity

of Rome will assume huges proportions, The defeat of the
Ceorman Auwy in this theatre at this time should not be

stopping movement of enemy qunl
attsock of Vatican wehiocles to the point

on guard against
of baving to subject themselves to enemy fire by the
necvessity of identification of wehioles prior to attack.

Therefore any ure h-r the conditions set forth in
my MEDCOS 112 EIIBGOI 105%) would be at Vatiocan risk.

2. Reference Para 2 of Holy See telsgrem mumber 353,
Caloulation of 30 Jorries per week vas intended to pro-
vide needs for population of Vatican City , ostimated
at 15,000 persans. The needs of Rome are entirely a
Oerman responsibility as long as they caontrol the city.

3, The situation vhich has developed sinoe our MEDCOS
106 makes it even more essentisl to adhere strioctly to

|
|
:

our sals therein given and unless the Vatican agree
| to in toto there can be no question of any guarantee
of any imumity.
T.0.0, 281900
*3ee attached Franklin D. Roosevelt Library
DECLASSIFIED sms22-7
KUV 24187

REL

CN-~IN-22585 (30 May 44)
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Fage # 3

ENCLOSIRE
Fromi Mr. Eden
To : Visoount Halifax

Date: May 25, 194%

FPollowing received from the Holy See telegram No,
359 of May 23md. o

Begins .

Secretariat of 3tate have nov replied to note of
1%5 in whish I gave them substanoce of your telegram
172" regarding protection for Vatican road convoys.

2. Vatioan note begins ssing some doubt as to
wvhether, in viev of ml-wm.ﬂnmmm needs of Rome,
vhose poﬁ:t-inn is nov atoted to exceed 2 milllon,
convoys ted to 30 lorries will in faot prove suf-
fioient. Vatiocan say however that they will try the
experiment of sending onme convoy (of 30 lorries on a
veekly roturn trip).

3. In order to simplify procedure and to avoid the
necessity of mu‘y.u; each separate journey in advance
the Vatican state that they have decided that as from

hnruﬂoam:q'wntaﬂlmh-aithnrﬂm
e R o ve Vatican O

trallers lea ity each Thursday morning

at davn, (Vatiocan not is dated and wves only received
late last so as I shall wtt-rnnrt:l.uslm
Tor the t is utterly te.). The weekly
oonvoy from the Vatlcan will to Florenoce
followving route: Rome, Momterosi, Viterbo, Monte ,

Franklin . Reosevelt Library
DECLASRIFIED SM522-7)
CM-IN-22585 (30 May Ad) NOV 241971
o, A4
33
COPY No.
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Page #%

sorupul
made whan necessi traffio interruptions due to
serial bombardment. It pointed out that roesd convoys
are alvays accompanied by one or two escort oars.

§, The distinctive markings of cars up the
convoys are as follows: Each vehiocle is white
and yollow and has word "faticano” peinted on its sides
Tear in large red letters at least 50 centimetres
of s bave canvas coverings in-

he
soribed with the word "Vaticano" in red letters about
one metre high, whilst other lorries have flagstaffs
affixed in front flying the white and yellow Vatican
flag measuring 0.90 metres by 1.30 metres,

5. Vatioan goes on to point out that in addition to
s single Vatican cars (lorries or automobiles)
are to use roads, particularly in the neighbour-

out
daily service l'?:r supplies ete., between the Vatican
o (b)

ﬂ-.ltnlrndalf cars made use of by Cardinals and
sther Vatican officials for transaction of Decessary

Yusiness, (c) ocars used by Vatiocan diplometic oouriers on
the vay to and from Berns. The note which points out

7 Frar¥lin D. Reosevelt Library
CH-TN-22585 (30 May A4) NERLASSIFIED SMs22-9

5:— NOV 2 4 197y
REF
o
THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS M GE IS FORBIDDEN BA-TETEA 11

Cad
Cad




.~o

WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE
T

Page #5

Allied (foffice) will take steps to ensure that pro-
teotion is afforded them as well as to convoys.

6. In conmection with points made in 3 of
Jour telegram under reference Vatican states t in-
atructions will be given for oconvoys to travel at
greatest possible distance from tary motor ocomvoys.

T T Vatican point out, now doubt as an additional
reason vhy their convoys should be safeguarded from all
danger of alr attack, that lorries, especlally those
loaving Rome for the north, will frequently have an

board numercus civilian re s, for the most part

old ohildren and sick perscns, whom necessities
of war <] compelled to flee from the battle zcnes,

8. Please repeat urgently Washingtom,

#Presumably the same as COBMNED 110.

Note; MEDCOS 112 is CN-IN-14580 (19 May 44) 008
MEDCOS8 106 is CN-IN-9152 (12 A4) oC8
COSMED 110 1: CN-IN -129&5 uﬁq L] ccs

Franklin D. Boocssvelt Library

AT ION: gf: DEELRSS!F!Eﬂsmszz_—?;
dea. Aracad NOV 24 1971
m. Bissell Q“P
Col. ﬁ:ﬁ

ON-IN-22585 (30 May 3¥) 02072 e
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From: APFHQ, Alglers from Devers

To : AGWAR
Rptd: Air Ministry
Hg MAAF

Fairbanks for Devers
FHo : P bogB0 Hay 24, 1044
Ref your W 39867 May 22nda. .
Assisl has been placed in category B vhich specifically
prohibits bombing except as a matter of military necessity.
Believe that this is the extent to vhich we can limit our

cperations without interference with our function. No
Tfurther action is contemplated at this time,

7.0,0. M}
ACTION: OFD’
INFO : CGAAP
a-2
CM-IN-18991 (25 May #3) 16352 ejv

— rungiin D. Ropsevelt LibTary
« . DECLASSIFIED
00D DIR. szo0.0 (9/27/88)
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wmrﬂugmﬂ'sggmi ?{E By)
HRM 4880 3:'339 -~

May 20, 1944

Commanding Genersl
USAF in North African Theater of Operations
Alglers, Algeria

Number WAR 398567

For Devers signed Marahall reference COSMED 108 and para 1
(C) of MEDCOS 112 both May 19.

State Depart has transmitted proposal of the Vatican that
4344 ____Assisl be recognized as a "hospital city" on consideration
.36 that no Military objectives remain in the eity. Vatican

: states that seversl thousand wounded and sick are now in
large hospitals of Assiai. State has been informed that
this information would be passed to you for your informa-
[ tion and guidance and that no sotion would be taken on
this, propoeal pending decision with regard tg Rome,

| ORIGINATOR: OFD

INFORMAT ION; Arnold, General Bissell, Admirel Eing
olonel Perk, Log
e M

CM=0UT-39867 (22 May 4%) 17562 mw

., Roosevelt Library
Ausiried

fbenk 5w ESE _ Jull UIR. s200.8 (s/27/58)

) Frugen oate-  NOV 241971
aimmw iR 25
0o 0 3 “ COPY No.
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May 19, 1944
From: A.F.H.Q. Adv. C.P,
(8igned Wilson) :
To:  British Chiefs of Staff DE
JOS memo, 1-4-74
Rptd: J.8.M, Washington for By RHP, NLR, Date
U.8,Joint Chiefs of Staff MAY 31974
SHAEF for General Eisenhower
A.F.H.Q.
Number: MEDCOS 112 S e

1.  In anawer to COSMED 108 para two. After full
consideration I repeat I am convinced that there should be
futgunntim o&ﬁclnﬂng Rome an open city or ufinnming

nto any ne ationa al the linea suggested in para 2
B and C of 108, ;ggluwing are some of the reasons
which lead me to that conclusion: .

(A)" Any such agreement at this stage of the
var vhen Qerman air pover is waning could only be to the
military advantage of the German, Contrary to the German
position, not only have we the means of bombing Rome; we
have also the means of defending it when we get there,
Moreover, I have no doubt that whatever agreement we might
enter 1n§a, the German would keep it only so long as it was
to his advantags to do =0; he would break it without hesi-
tation should ever military considerations so dictate,

(B) The facilities offered by Rome will be
essential to us in suing the campaign to the north of
it. It 1s of overriding importance that we do not commit
ourselves to any action now which might subsequently hamper
our full use of these facilities, particularly vhen it is
difficult to forsee and define exactly what they may be,

To mention some of them:

(1) full use of all road and rail :
communications through Rome, including all in- W
stallations connected with or auxiliary to the T
vorking of the road and railway transportation I\
syatem such as vorkshops, repair sheds, store \\
it q°

CM-IN-14580 (19 May 44) \}\‘

' COPY No.
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No: MEDCOE 112 = Page Two -

depots, telegraph and telephone communications
uaed in the operation of the railway aystem,
Even if the Germans destroy the road and rail
bridges over the Tiber in Rome it will certainly
be quicker for us to repair them than to build
others slasvhere,

(11) PFull use of a)l telegraph, tele-
phone and wireless systems in and through Rome
and connectsd installations and material in

(111) Full use of all local resources
in Home such as military and ecivilian workshops,
repair depots, manufacturing plants adaptable

to military purposes, enginesr stores, railwa
and road construction ma rial, lucnu'ndntdnrn!

suitable for nilitary headquarters or transit
purposes stcetara,

(iv) Accommodations and facilties for
the establishment of the agencies of military
government vhich will be required to police
and feed the more than a million populastion of
Rome now on the edge of famine, and lacking the
organization and pover to preserve order,

(v) PFree access to all archives and
record offices containing information on metaro-
logical, hydrographic, survey and topographical
subjects,

(c) Should we be induced to enter into
any such agresment, in respect of Rome, i1t seems not un-
likely that we should then be pressed to extemnd 1t to
other cities as wvell, I feel that the only sound course
is to take a firm stand nov and adhare to 1t,

2, While I have no present intention of bombing
‘Rome nxuptbmond thes bombline I have sstablished, which
permits of 1):? the moet important of the marshalling
yards, and vhile it is my intention to by-pass it in my
edvance and, in principle, to hold the seventual garrison
in Rome to a minimum, the final course must in large
msasure depend on German action, For all these reasons

CM-IN-14580 (19 May 44) DECLASSIFIED

J08 memo, l-4-T4

O e i MAY -3 1974
‘ COPY No.
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Ne: MEDCO2 112 = Pags Thres -

I strongly recommend that we adopt the course of
sction recommended in para 2 (A) of COSMED 108, viz,
that we maintein our objections on military grounds.

3. I repeat I further recommend that a publie
statement be made in substance as follows: "Allied
Military authorities faced by a ruthless enemy in Itely
have taken and will continue to take every possible pre-
caution to spare from destruction innocent civilians
and cultural and neon-military edifices., They are
interested solely in the destruction and elimination of
the German forcea, The city of Rome has consistently
been apared by Allied Commanders and airmen and the
Allies will do everything in their power consistent with
essantial military requirementa to safeguard the
ayompathetic civilian population of Rome as well as their
homes, monuments and cultural structures, The fact that
Roms 18 a religious center of great hiastorical and cur-
rent importance has been constantly and actively in the
minds of Allied Military Commanders, soldiers and airmen.
The Allie= have only taken and will only take military
action against Rome insofar as the Germans use the city
for their military purposes, If the Germans choose to
defend Rome the Allies will be obliged to throw them out
by military action, When the Alliea occcupy Rome they
will defend it againat German attack as succesafully as
they have defended othar cities in Italy,"

T.0.0. 1910458

ACTION: CC/S
INFORMATION: Gen Aprnold
i B 11 DE
Jen Bisas J05 memo, ledafj
Adm K1
Col Pn:E By KR, WA, Bete iy 3 1974
Log
CM-IN-14580 (19 May 44) 22472 bjm
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May 19, 1944
FROM: Chiefs of Staff
T0: A.F.H.Q.
INFORMATION: Joint Staff Mission

COSMED 108
Following for General Wilson from Chlefs of Staff.

State Department has raised question of declar-
ing Rome an open eity subject to reservation of transit
rights for both belligerents,

2. Poreign Office have suggested that three courses
seem open to us:

igl Maintain our objections on military grounds.
ome

Abandon our objections and agree to negotlate

8 arrangement subiect to the reservatlion of transit
rights for both belligerents. The term "transit rights"
would be as defined by General Eisenhower last November
to inelude provision for staging sites, rest camps, and
all other facilities as are required in connection with
t.rlmli.t- thr the area.

c) to come to any arrangement for declaring
Rome an open clty, but to lssue combined An.gln-l.lm'zm
statement, meking 1t clear that Allies have only taken
and will cnly take military actlion which might endanger
Rome insofar as the Germans use the aity for their mili-
tary purposes, and that as the Germans have declared
Rome an open city, it has nothing to fear from us so long -
as the Qermans sontinue to treat 1t as such.

3. By accepting 2(c) use of transit facilitles
would be denied to you when you Teach Rome. altering
text however to read " it clear that Allies have
only taken and will only military action st -
Rome insofar as the Germans use the city for -
tary purposes”, our subsequent use of oity would be

I
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COSMED 108 Page 2
less lisble to ecounter-charge.

&, If you regquire only transit facilities through
Rome wa could accept course 2(b).

5. 1f you require additional millitary requirements
other than transit facilities in Rome course 2(a) only

6. Request your views urgently and that these
should be given in full so that we ean inform Weshington.

T, In freming your econsider possi-
bility of approving issus ot 'hl:lc statement which would
have political value without forfeiting eny of your essen-
tial military requiremsnts,

7.0,0. 1513%0Z

ACTION: ©C/8
INFORMATION : g% Arnold
Gan Biassell

Adm
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From: Chlefns of Staff NOov 241974 |
To : Freedom, Alglers R |
Info: Joint Staff Mission, Washington, Ho, MAAF

Kumber: COSMED 110 May 17, 1944

Refarsnca MEDCOS 106.

Following telegram has been sent from Forsign Office
to Vatican.

Begins, Your telsgram Nos. 303 and 310 of May 3rd

spoteetion of Vatiean lorries. The mwatter has been most care-
considered and although no guarantss of loomunity csn be

| ziven, Allied military suthorities arep.:parad to afford avery
~snsonable protecticn consistent with military necesaity,
subject to the following conditicns being obsarved:
I (2] Convoys not to exceed 30 lorries and fto be
| elearly marked &s in (4) belew end to be kept absolutely
| clear of enemy traffic.

{b). Net more than cne convoy to be permitted per
wﬂ; unless Vatican show good resson for exceeding thia
i number.

{e). Frior notice, as specifind below, to be given
to AFHG of the number of lorries in sach convoy.

{d). Lorries to besr distinctive markings which
1 must be notified to AFHO.

{e). A time-table to be drawn up in advance and
strictly edhered to.

{£). The route to be notifisd and strictly followed.

2. Notice of num nga, time-tables and route
required und & should reach AFPHQ if porsible

ons week prior to movement of eny convoy but you should make
it elear to Vatican thet any less netice than this mekes it
| uneertain that pilots cen be properly btriefed. All nscesaary

cH-TH-12985 (17 May &4) 44
00 alg CopPy No.
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particulars should be telegraphed to me most imwediate.

3. You should meke i1t clear to Vatican that any attempt
by the German authorities to take advantage of the aspeclal
trestment which we are prepared to afford to Vatlecan convoys,
e.z. by sending nil:l‘.uri tranaport along the same route at the

Page 2

same time will elearly jeopardise safety of Vatlcan lorries.
We must leave 1t to Vatican to represent this to Germans.

4., You may express regret to Vatican for ineidents whlch
have occurred in past, while making i1t plain that these are
chiefly owing to short notice given of movements. From a
purely legal point of view, however, as you ers awvare, e
are under no nhligltiun to respect neutral lorries sent into
belligerent territory in time of war and technical difficul-
ties sed on pillots of recognizing speclal merkings while
flying et great speed are conslderable. Ve are nevortheless
prepared to afford protection to Vetlcan lorries vithin limite
end on conditions described above in order that Vetlcan may
rarry out its charitable activitiles on behalf of population
of Rome desplte the fact that Germans are responalble for
feeding of population and have utterly failed to dlscharge

this responsibility.

T7.0.0. 1709357
Footnote: MEDCOS 106 is CM-IN-9152 (12 Msy 44) cC/8

ACTION: CC/S
INFORMATION: CG AAF
0PD

Gen Blssell
Adn Fing
10G
CM-IW-12985 (17 May b4) 22062 ejv/hrt
'Illllllllllll, Franklin D. Roosevelt Library
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PRIORITY

is re-
grotted that tactical situation at the pres-
ent time that every ;ﬂtmut-uth-d-uitup
the movement of ieas to the enemy. Every village,
town or olity wvhieh been attacked in Italy has besn &
loeality whieh war supplies were known
to pass cr ‘a military objective.

It 1is moat o that vhen military targets

churches and thelir
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From: Allied Foroe Hesdquarters, Alglers, Algeria

To War

3 0a, WM.!: Burcpean Theater aof

mu-.l m.l

Suprems Headquarters ﬂi'-";a Expeditionary Faroes,
Lenden, Eogland

wer 7 6720 [AP Togk16th May, 190

eite PHOOS. This is NAF TO2.

Numerous notea, oables and radios have been recelved
various souroes from the Vatioan refersnce attacks
sonvoys and oities in « It ia tted that

iz such at prassnt & that
movemsnt

[T idsnt to such bawd and that odvilians wmay
Hmuw. but it inevitable and will eontinue,
Gespits the that avery effort has been and will be mads
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May 12, 1944
Fravklin 0. Roosevelt Livrwry
DFCLASSIFIED s s22= 7
Rﬂt&i 1974

FROM: Preedom, signed Wilson
TO: British Chiefs of Stafr

INFO: J, 8, M., Washington, for United States Joint Chiefs
of Staff, HQ, MAAF

MEDCOS 106
MOST IMMEDIATE

Further to COSMED 104 I realize that the political sit-
uation created by attack on the Vatican convoy 1s somewhat
delicate. In view of the tactical situation which will oceccur
in the near future and the importance of stopping enocmy sup-
plies it will be extremely difficult to prevent attacks on any
convoys moving in the direction of Rome, and immunity cannot
poseibly be guaranteed. It is my desire to afford every reason-
able protection to Vatiean convoys consistent with military
necessity. In the event such pconveys are to be permitted the
following or similar instructions should be issued:

Not to exceed thirty lorries to be permitted to make cne
trip per week. These lorries will (?have to be) very
especlally marked, a time table prepared which must be
strietly adhered to, a route given which must be strictly
followed, and the German MT's to be kept off that route
during pericd of travel of Vatiecan conveys. Full inform-
ation and time table must be furnished this headquarters
not less than cne week prior to movement of the convoy.

Air Commander in Chief, Mediterranean Allied Air Forces, re-
porte that investigation shows that two-thirds of the Vaetican
convoy ettecked April 25th wers lorries camouflaged in the |
Germen fashion and were undoubtedly OGerman.

No 8ig
T.,0.0. 1217058

CM-IN-0152 (12 May k) wu
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Number: MEDCOS 106 May 12, 1944 Page - 2
Footnote: COSMED 104 is an In 6866 (10 May 44) CC/S.

ACTION: 0CC/8
INFO : Gen. Arnold

OFD

Oen. Bissell

Adm, Einpg

Col. Park

Log
Franklin D, Roosevelt Livrery
DECLASSIFIED sSph&22-7)
NOV 2 4 1971
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May 9, 1944
To: QChiefs of Staff
Rptd: Joint Btaff Mission for
Joint Chiefs of Btaff
laq-. 'l-‘l‘-trl

From: PFresdom

_MEDCOS 105

Signed Wilson oite FHCOS P 43711.

Reference COSMED 10%.

I have called for an inveetigation of the methods by

vhich immunity from attack of Vatiecan emw be ensured.
S8erious tactical and technical diff'ioculties be involved.

I shall let you have my recommendatiom® shortly.

7.0.0. 0917358
AOTION: ©€O/8 DECLASSIFIED
: - Jcs memo, 1-4=T4 ny 41974
DONATION: Qem Arnold By REP, KIR, Dats
Gen Bisssll
Adm
OM-IN-T221 (10 May &4) 15352 bjm
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May 8, 1944

From: Chiefs of Staff
| To §: 8 ACMED
l Info: J.83.M., Washington

Franklin D. Boosevelt Library

DECLASSIFIED Sm 522-7)
mmiunm for General Wilson. m 1971

] 1, HM, Minister to Holy See has reported to Foreign Office
that & note has been received from Vatican complaining of attacks
on Vatican lorry oonvoys carrying food to Rome. In particular

& convoy was attaoked at about noon, 29th April, at a spot called
Ponte del Lastrom near village of Cstonea about b miles south-
wvest of Chiusi. This convoy had been notified via H.M.

Minister to Holy See by Vatican on 26th April. Time table of
convoy was then glven &s being outward to Florence on 2Tth
April, homevard to Rome on 30th April. (Reference AX B8T of

30th April).

2. Vatiean note states that if as result of thess attacks the
1 service in which the Vatican fleet plays & major role
has to be suspsnded, famine and conssguent rioting may be
expected to break out in Fome since there 1s no other way of
supplying the oity with food.

3, H.M, Minister also reports that according to details
published in Obssrvatore Romano the convoy was sighted by 12
aireraft flyin; at height of about 1,000 meires, convoy then
halted apd eircreft, after cireling round coavoy, went avay
but presently returnsd, and coming down to within few metres of
ground machine gunned jorries for some 15 minutes, Visability
vas excellent and no enemy vehlcles im sight. All lorrles
vere recognisable by their colouring in addition to vhich leader,
gentral and hinduost vehicles were all fly pontifical flags.
Low height of airoraft enabled the numbers 18, 42 and 6%, on 3
of them to be distinguished, also markings of & vhite star on

a greyish ground at about & metre from the tips of the winga,
No personnel wero ured, but ons lorry was destroyed by fire
and 10 others .

4. It is obviously of the highest importance that all poasible
steps, consistent with military necessity, should bs taken to G d)g)

CM-IK-6866 1 by
(10 May 44) pr“’
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To 1+ SACMED
Info: J.8,M,, Washington
ks upon Vatican econvoys conveying food to Rome.

5. We fully appreciate difficulties normally experienced in
ident convoye and the 1&;@% you stresssd in your
», of 25th April to Alr stry of reteining freedom to
atteack all road tremsport in present situation, wever, in
viev of political considerations involved, we hope that you
will be able to eneure immunity of Vatican convoys if Vatican
g2ive sdequate notice in advance through British gation as
to route, time teble and ¢ouposition of each convoy. Fleass
state how much motics you will require and what facts must

be provided.

€. Plesase reply urgently,

T.0,0. 0817152
FOOTNOTE: 3745k 1s OM-IR-1B763 (25 Apr #4) OPD
AX 887 pot identifisd by WDGCHD
ACTION: O©C/B
INF0 : Gen Arnold
arD
Gan Bissell
CGol
&
Franklin D. Boosevelt Librar)
NEGLASSIFIED s s=22-2)
CH-IN-6866 (10 Muy b4) 01472 ar
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Combined Chiefs of Staff

T1469
28 April, 1044
Command Gansral
USAF, Inmforth M‘rim Theater,
Algiera, Algeria.
gogunndingrﬂamm.
=M a\l‘l:l:! WHH, g
European Theater of Operations, Franklin D. Roosavelt Library
London, : DECLASSITIED 9CS 29-9,
Supreme Headquarters REFP = _
Allied Emdiumrsr’rnmu, >-b 7'

London, England.
Numher: WARX 20516

NAF 664 is the reference, TOPSEC for Wilson, Freedom Alglers,
for aoction, ETOUSA pass to the British Chiefs of Staff for in-
formation, FAN 357, from the Combined Chiefs of Staff.

The Combined Chiefs of 3taff understanding of the
thoueght expressed in the penultimate paragraph of FAN 322 is that
the status of Vatican City and Vatican properties in Rome and in
other parts of Italy listed in FAN 322 and specified in Articles
13 to 16, inclusive, of the Lateran Treaty and Article 27 of the
Concordat transcend the status of other Vatican property in
Italy, which you should spare from coccupsation and when-
u;;r %t. is possible to do se without injury to our Allied war
affort.

¥hen the oo tion of religious property, as dis-
tinguished from reco ed Vatican property described in FAN 322,
1s essential to military operations it may be occupied.

The President's letter of July 10 enunciated broad
principles of conduct with respect to religious and Vatican pro-
perty in Italy, For your guidance Vatiecan properties listed in
FAN 322 should be accorded the status of neutral territory while
other Vatiocan property throughout Italy should bs accorded the |
treatment of property of a neutral state in foreign territory.

OM=-0UT-29516 (28 Apr b4) " -'/f‘
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Eatie e v ol ey
Nuzber: WARX 29516 28 April, 1944 Page

Any question of requisitioning or ccoupying Vatican
and other religious gzj.n! should in sach case be
referred to the O afs of 3 for sonsideration
exoapt in casea of overridirg operaticnal neocsssity when an |
i-mumwrmumummhnmmmnur |

;l'_lnl"l{n '_'-,_H'-?-:mrr'ﬁl'l Livrary
DECLASITIED TS 29.

W}-E,-—?; !

ORIGINATOR : CC3
INPORMATION: OFD
m Blssell
l “Col Fark
Gen Armold
Leg
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MID WDGBI Collection Unit TH JPC-
nlcl y753

April 11, 1944
Commanding General
USAF Forth African Theater of Operations
Alglers Algeria
Number WAR 21698
For NAGBI from WDGBI signed Ullo

Press this country and Fortugal 8t from Kaples
gt‘.h Army Chaplain on Easter read Bible in over
cud Milattache Lisbon states story caused Britldh

i -
Milattache display great indignaticn on n.pz:ront fraterniza
tion, Fears undesirable repercussions Spain and Portugal,

requests information on which to base explanation if necessary,

can you furnlsh sams

DERASSFED
R0, 11652, Sec. 3(E) and KD) or ()

]
2 ;":”Eﬁﬁ' 121973

ORIGINATOR: G-2

INFORMATION: ga_ur\
( Col Park

CM-0UT~21698 (11 Apr &%) 2201z +h
s 33
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From: Allled Foroce Headquarters Algiers, Algeria
T : War mt-nt
No. 730885 11th April 1544

3 AGWAR for Bissell from 02 Freedom signed
Wilson te FEOBI. Reur W21l0l dated 10th April.

1.¥When conditions permit through traffic from
nﬂrﬁ‘c/lt Rome becomes most forward main Marshalling
m Recent PR to show soale of activity in Marshall
and in any case this traffic much restric
by our at on railvays oorth of Rome.' Hovever _ample
evidence that Germans hi pide consid ble

2. Appreciate that road convoys mainly by-pass oity
and this confirmed by ntnd sources. Consider this

bas double sdvan ll.lihrr expediency and show of
demilitarisation olty.

3. Believed that for some time Germans bave restricted
entry into Rome of all ranks not actually employed in oity
to essential Liaison vieits. Recent ground reports mention
thioniog out of hc.dth!'l and offlcer staffs llln qunhd
hwmud.h hﬂlurr.hl 3%

conditions imo t exao nd requiring large
pumbers police w In Huuu avallable fuﬂttu-
make some administrative use of city ioevitable.

CM-IN-8018 (12 Apr 44)
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From: Allied Foroe Headquarters Alglers, Algeria
Ne.  F30885 11th April 1944

5. Bubstanially similar tion and same
mln&oga already signalled to JIO (London) 1n

Wo sig
Ref CM-0UT-21101 (10 Apr 44) g-2
ACTION: G-2
INFO : CG AAF
OFD
Col Park MDA
Log E0Q. 11652, Hoc. HE) and KD) e (B

08D lettar, May &, 1873

. RHP, wusouAPR_1 2

CM-IN-8018 (12 Apr 44) 0347Z mcs
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April 8, 1944
To t FREEDOM
Rptd i Joint Staff Mission. HQ MAAF
From 3 Chiefs of 3Staff

COBMED B4
Following for General Wilson from Cplefs of 3taff.

H i
Reference MEDCOS T#:“ 3 (Damage e Vitiedn peeperty )

nnhuidir thlt it would

so 1 after the event and do not :I.nt.a i:n take any
further &ction Id connectlion with this fncident.

2. Reference pare. 4. The Foreign Office, with whom we
contur, are not in favour of providing & stock answer for

all ocoasions. They consider that vhen damage is aotually
caused to Vatican property, investigation should be made

in order that an appropriate reply may be sent 1f the Vatican

complains,

T.0.0. 0815252

Footnote: MEDCOS 74 is CM~IN-20043 (28 Mar 44) ﬂv‘.‘.‘rﬁ_’u.

ACTION: 0C/8
INFO 1 m Arnold Roosevelt Library
Gen Bissell : _,,.‘.amHEfl sMms22-7)

ﬂﬂ\" 241971

RAP

CM~IN-5977 t?mﬁ} 02152 mmd
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To: Chiefs of Staff P

Info: Joint Staff Mission for
U.S., Chlefs of Staff
HQ MAAF

From: AFAQ
Dated: Tth April, 1044

MEDCO3 B6.

Cite FHGCT F29489. Following for Chiefs of Staff
from General Wilson.

l. ¥We are in full ement with your view expressed
1n para, 6 of COSMED E1. In point of fact Wnﬂy
dtself as n.n n eity in that we orce
thn strictesat aga vithin a line that
includes virtually the ﬂ‘hnle city but excludes the rail-
vay yards, Wha mru:- the ﬂemnn may 848y rur pz-u

luggat t-lmt
atnt&mt should in-

clude a puu to t.ha abwe orrmt but should add that
vhile we shall maintain this attitude end not deliberately
bomb the tity of Rome as distinct from the rall yarda, wve
shall keep a close watch on the enemy's use of Rome mﬂ the
(] ications le through it and shall not hesitate

o take action against any enemy installations in the oity
or troops passing through it by rail or road if we consider
that essentlial in the interest of operations.

to ﬂo m'sn- wth:l.ug a, at m -' umtlr anbarruu

T ||
M Franklin D. Rocsevelt Library
om-18-6376 (9 apr 44)  DECLASSIFIED 51"":521-—7}
NOV 24 197y
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} MEDCOS 86. -Page Two-
|

T™me of Origin: 081B57B

Frenklin D, Roosevelt Library
DECLASSIFIED SM522-7) |
ACTION: ©C/3 NOV 241971
INFORMATION: 0G AAF REF
Gen Bissell

CM-IN-6376 (9 Apr 44) 18017 bim
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—_ Franklin D. Hossevelt Library

DECLASSIFIED 29-~7) e
>=6~7)
1 CO, Alilied Foroe Headquarters, Alglers |
¢t ¥War Department
©0, U. 3. Foroes in the Burcpean Theater of
Opsrations, london, England

F 28011, 5 April 1944 1

F 28011 to AGWAR for Combined Chiefs of Btaff re- Il

peated to UBFOR for British Chiefs of Staff repeated Unity

urgent operational needs, may i

repeated Hg MAAF signed Wilson cite FHMGS this is

Request reply to following:

Where Fapal rty in Italy is required for
m“‘{hmmﬂh ot of a

sition, and if the case arises may a requisition be

followed by the A{puuuon of such foroce as may be necessary
sio

to secure pomses

n? Look at FAN =22, pemltimate paragraph

and last sentence of President's letter. Is President's

letter to be construed and applied to mean that all P

property cutside the Vatican City, wherever situated, is to {
receive the same treatment as it would recelive it it lay

within the Vatiocan City, IE, the status of neutral territory?

Use of vord "Neutral" here and in FAN 311 should be consider-

ACTION: CC No 8ig.
INFO: gu’:znl.lmm .

CM-IN-3727 (6 Apr 33) 03042 med

000,3

FD
General Bissell
(Golonel Park
e
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T0: A.F.H.Q. ALOIERS

RPTD: JOINT STAFF MISSION Seuitiin 3. Besasrtt el .
FROM: BRITISH CHIEFS OF STAFF OECLASSIFIED sms=22-9
DATED: 5TH APRIL 1944 NOV 2 4 1371

COSMED 81-

Following for General Wilson from Chiefs of Staff.

Foraign Office have asked for our views on the question of
the demllitarization of Rome.

2. They base their inquiry on statement published in
"Messagero” German High Command, claiming that German troops
have been wit from Rome and that no military traffic of

any kind passes through the ocity.

3. Publication of this statement concides with what is clearly
a concerted Roman Catholle appeal to the Allies, inapired by
Vatican to aveld damage to Rome.

4., Foreign Office point out that from propsganda point of |
view we cannot leave German statement unanswered. They suggest |

that we can either

(a) state publieily that, for military reasons, we [
mist reserve all our rights es a belligerent, |
and cannot consider any proposals for treating
Fome as an open city, or alternatively

(b) offer to accept Rome as an open city, subject to
conditions of our own framing.

. Fore office have not pressed us to adopt alternative
b) but point out that considerable resentment is being
ted in German occcupled Italy as g result of our stirategle |

bombing operations.

6. We are examining this question, and cur preliminary view
that on military grounds it would be to our disadvantage to

~IN-3521 (5 Apr 44)
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declare Rome an open city. Before reaching final conclusions
we should be grateful for your views.

Time of Origin 0513532

ACTION: CC8 l
INFORMATION: GEN. ARNOLD ¥ranklin D. Roossvelt LibFaTy

L DECLASSIFIEDSM 522-7)
NOV 24 1971 |
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES
WASHINGTON, D. C,

1 April 1644

Rome: The Vatican Refrains from Blaming the
Allies for the Monte Cassino Bombing.

_ An informed source from Rome states that the
Vatican has resisted every Germsn pressure to throw
all the blame on the Allies for the bombing of Monte
Cassino, or to mclmowledge the "innocence" of the
Wehrmacht. FPFuarther conversations with the Abbot of
ass e shown that if in fact no Germsn troops
were ever stationed within the Monastery or right
under the walls, they were occupying lmportant posl-
tions all around it. At first the Germans agreed to
ponsider a zone arcound the Monastery 300 meters wilde
as & neutral area, and had placed posters to that ef-
fect on 1ts perimeter. Later these posters were re-
moved, and the Germans entered thls neutral zone, but
without, however, entrenching themselves. According
to witnesses, they dld not occupy this und in
force, but just moved about. A little ther below,
however, they were found to be in great force. This
fact was y appreclated by the Vatlcan, as well as
the German ruse to extort ready-made declarations from
the Abbot and his monks.

(028 0offieial Dispateh, Bern, £0 March)

DECLASSIFIED

Ccup 0066 87
By SR pate_ypy 91975




O ol .

WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE

March 31, 1944
o t %wWar Cabinet Officea
From t Joint staff Misaion
fahprawnte

Number: J.S5.M. 1608 = MEDOOS 74

U.ﬂ- m “ Bmf ﬂ-Ctﬂn tl m ﬂth
partioular interest the lt-ltl-n{ t in 38 nﬁ of ths
report that "it is for consideration whe to admit openly
thet on this occasion the statement 1s true would not
shov our integrity and s past and future denials",
2. They wish to express their full agreement with thi
etecemsnt m! "to record their firm opinion that public "
edmission should be made now of the bombing referred to".

2. If you agree, will you pleass institute the action
nacessary.

T.0.0. 3122032

/WHMM-—

Footnote: MEDCOS T4 1s CM-IN-20043 (28 Mar 4%) cc/s
ACTION: ©C/s

INFO g;g Arnold fmﬂinqlélhmu Livramy
Gen Bissen nggi 1.9 ?:!FIT SME22>-9)
iy,
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March 31, 1544

o ¢t war Cabinest Offices

Humber: J.S.M. 1608 Reference NMEDOOS Th.

U.8. chiefs of staff (0.C.S8. 529) bave noted with
partioular interest the statement in two of the
report that "it is for consideration whe to admit openly
thet on this occoasion the enemy statement is true would not
show our integrity end strengthen past and future denials"”.

vish to express their full agreement with this
stl.‘::mt :ng "to record their firm opinion that publio
admission should bs made now of the bombing referred to".

2. If you agree, will you please institute the action
necassary.

T.0.0. 3122032

Footnote: MEDCOS T4 1s CM-IN-20043 (28 Mar 44) cc/fs

ACTION: c©C/8
Franklin D. Roompavalt Library

mro : Gen u-nnld DECLASSIFIED sms22-7)
dea Bissell NOV 24 1974
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To: War Cabinet Office for British Chiefs of Staff,
Info: J.8,M. for U,S8. Chiefs of Staff,
Hq MAAF Franklin B, Roosevelt Library

Pesel: TRt paven. 1084 NERI ASSIFIED s 522-7!
NOV 241871

Number: MEDCOS 74

F22927. BSigned Wilson, cite FHAIR,

1. You will recall enemy radioc snnouncement concerning
bombs having fallen in Vatican City on night 1st,2nd March. al-
though no offielial complaint has besn received h diplmtin
channels careful investigation here reveals that in faoct a stick
of bombs wers dropped very close to Vatican by a 205 Group .
Wellington, Circumstances were that 4 Bostorr and 32 Welling-
tons were operating in support of Anzio Bridgehead. Weather in
target area was 9/10 cloud with tops 10,000 feet and base 3,000
feet with haze, Only 2 Bostons and 13 Wellingtons bombed due
to poor visibility., Pilot of 1 Wellington finding primary
target obscured spent 12 minutes searching for alternate and
dropped 2 sticks of bombs after identifying Tiber River by a W
bend at Lofr 149N-1225FE and chserving lights 8 miles NE through
e¢loud break which were assumad to be those of Vatican City.
Firat atick of 6 x 250 prund GFNI dropped at 1955 hours from
6,000 feet aimed at road and bridge over river 10 miles 3W of
centre of Rome, Second stick of 72 x 20 pounds frags dropped
from same height at 1959 hours aimed at encampment on right
bank of Tiber 16 miles 3W of centre of Rome, Although bombing
runs vere made dovn moon and pilot could not discern aiming
points, he, together with the bomb ‘aimer, W/Op. and rear
gunner, vn quite certain of the position of the sircraft re-
lative to Rome and Vatican city. However, night photcgraph
taken at time of first attack shows Vatican and Vittorio Emanuele
bridge which indicates that bombs did fall in area near Vatican
City, Captain of aireraft was P/0 McAneny who 1s of Roman
Catholic faith,

2, It is for consideration whether to admit npuul:r// ?

that on this occasion the snemy statement is true would not
show our integrity and strengthen past and future denlals,

3 3. B8trict instructions against bombing the Vatican
Git:; or the city of Rome within clearly prescribed boundaries
are in force and all creve are brisfed accordingly. It ie in-
avitable, however, that mistakes will scmetimes occur in an ar
so close to the bnttllﬂlld aspeclally under adveras uuthn@-

CM-IN-20043 (2B Mar u“ COPY No. "
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Number: MEDOOS T4 25th March 1044

conditione. An incident such as out 288
19 marco, the ansvwer to vhich has bu%ﬁ#:ﬂa%ntﬂighﬂiiigtﬁ!niﬁtry'
must of course be specifically examined, However, in view of
the constant stream of allegations about aircraft violating
Vatican neutrality, bombs falling in Rome near the marshalling
yards, monastriea near Frascatl being hit and sc on, we cannot
continue to ¢occupy the tims of operaticnal commanders and their
staffs in detailed inguiries into these incidents which, when
they can be identified at all, invariably leasd ‘o the con-
clusion that individual mistakes or errors resulting occasion-
ally in unfortunate incidents cannot be prevented without im-
posing unacceptable restrictions on our alr operations.

b, BSuggest that in order to avoid nacaaslty for .
coustant  and reference of this type allegation to ‘Foreign OffY ce
The Foreign O0ffice and State Department night issue a note for
the guidance of their diplomatic representation when these
incidents are brought to their notice as they are bound to be
in the future. If you agree perhaps you could suggest general
terms of such a note to the Forelgn Office. Except in ex-
ceptional instances such as that contained in AX 288 1t might
also be possible for the Air Ministry and Poreigh 0ffice to
deal with such reports on information at their disposal fre-
quently without reference to AFHQ or resident ministers,

7.0.0. 2518274

ACTICN: ©C=
INFO : OFPD Frarklin D, Eoosevelt Livram

£ o i DECLASSIFIED sms25-9)
Col Nathevson NOV 24 1971

CGen Bissell

Gen Arncld

Log
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Staff
From: A.F.H.Q.
Dated: 15th March, 1944.

TOP SECRET
MEDCO2 69

From Wilson.

‘ ) Reference AGWAR 2217 (not to British Chiefs of Staff or

1. Consider it impossible to guarantee immunity from
bombing to museum on Lake Nemi. Recommend that Vatican

be informed that no such guarantees can be given to buildings
in areas vhich are closely involved in military operations.

2. Further to MEDCOS 64, para. 3. Wish to re-emphasige
that detailed reasons for bombing of Cassino Abbey should no
be passed on to Vatican as it impossible to obtaln definite
proofs on all points.

T.0.0. 1519004

ACTION: ©C/s5

INFORMATION: OFD
Gen Bissell
Gen Arnold

_‘é%ﬁ‘tg?_

CM-IN-11216 (16 Mar 44) 14592 ow
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STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT

Everyone kmows the Nasi record on relipim. Hoth at
home and abroad, Hitler and his followers have waged & ruthlass
war against the churches of all faiths.

Now the Oerman arsy hss used the Holy City of Home &8 a
military center. Ho one could have been surprised by this — it 1s
only the latest of Hitlerts meny affronts to religion, It ia a
logical step in the Mazi policy of total war — & palicy which
treats nothing &z sacred.

e on our side have made freedom of religlon one of the
| principles for which we are fighting this war, We have tried
scrupulously — often at considerable sacrifice ‘— to spare religious

and cultural monuments, snd we shall continue to do so.




-— icoraa

Heference: Sombing Attacks on Albano-Coatal
Gendolfo Ares.

l. Alr sttack of February lst directed agalnst Albano
distriet resulted in damage to lighting system of Papal Villa
snd death of 17 nuns in convent cutside the grounds,

2, On February 2, bombs fell within grounds of Papal
m“,mlmw’-

3. 7000 civiiisns have been permitted to take refuge
within the Papal Villa, snd according to the Apostolic Delegate
and German sources several hundred of these people have already
been killed by serial attacks,

4+ The above has glven rise to a serles of corftroversial

statementes issued by the Allied High Command and by the Vatican,
nt at issue being whather or not the territory of the

P Villas is "saturated with Germans and therefore subject to

bombd ng, ™

5. Ueneral Wilsen and his people have taken the deeision
to bomb on the premise that the within which the
Papal Vills is located and communications tarougn same lend
themselves to use by the Germans for nilitary purposes,

6y The Vatican has steadfastly denied that the Papal
¥Villa, in other words the immediste property, was providing a
sanctusry to the Germans.

7« Lacking definite proof that the Uermans are using the
Papal Villa, it must be construed that both of the above view
points are correot. Acceptance of the Vatican's position,
bowever, does not alter in any way the basic military contention
that the snemy is subjeet to attuck in any area where he may be
operating inimically to our own military interests.

franklin 0, Hoosevelt Library

DECLASSIFIED
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8. Lacking more complete information, the above (Para 7)
appears Lo offer the best position you can take with Archbishep
Spellman &t the present time,

L, MATHINSON,
Colonel, Censral Staff.

\:l'_-‘_".!.'. Ln ILI - Roceeva)y 11-’
JECLASSIFIED
vl ik, 5200,9 (9/27/58)
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1] §- O O . The following information 1is
ta in Vatican request -
(1) Loeal Italian officials of Siemma are conduct-

ing negotistions with German military asuthorities
who have expreased favourable consideration te

& similar recognition of this city.

(11) A decision has been reached by Cermany to locate
a lerge hospital in Siennse for their wounded
from Southern Itallian front.

(111) Sienna has oivilian hospital facilities with
capacity 3500 (?) beds.

(1v) No military objectives are looceted im this city.

(v) ®Sienna is slso a centre of Christlan art trea-
sures, protectlion of which is of great interest

to Vaticen.

St o e o T T T ek
pertinent information which you may have. '
No Big
ACTION: 0©C/S Time of Origin 1910L0Z | :
INFORMATION: OFD, Gen Bisseil: Arnold,pfan Billdring |

fo oW Lo DEGLASSIFIFDamenn |
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WVatican City
Dated February 15, 1944
Rec'd 1:43 p.w., 16th

Secretary of State,
Washington

47, 15th
My 9, January 10th

Vatican asks me urgently telegraph following note
dated February 15th.

On February 1ith, German Ambassador gave to Abbot
Primate of Benedicting Fathers following memorandum.

'German military information states that announce-
ments regarding German defense equipment in Convent of
Hontecassino ere false. It is stated absolutely in-
correct that cannons, mortars or machine guns are thore.

No large size (grobsere) troop concentrations are assembled
there, %EEE 1s in neighborhood of Convent. Morsover,
everything possible was done t* prevent Montecassino from
becoming transit center (durchgangsplatz)'.

Today Ambassador gave Abbot Primate and Vaticen
Under Secretary of State another memorendum as follows.

ifAecord to statement competent German guarters
there are not Convent Montecassino and its immediate
neighborhood either cannons, mortars or machine gun em-
placoments. Nelther are there ars Germen troops there!

TITTMANN
ACTION: G-2 ngm_‘.jﬂgguﬂ'
IHF‘DHHTIQH: OFD Biwbe Dupt. o5t ?
CG AAF = e H !F }

HiIte House
' CM-IN-11864 (17 Feb 44) 1510Z bjm
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. OPD 330.1% (31 Jan 44)
‘ Operations Division, WDGS f
Forth African Section, WDOPD
January 31, 1944
FREEDOM, ALGIERS
Number 8602

FROM MARSHALL FOR WILSON

‘Tittman, Representative at Vatloan, cable to 3tate

Department January 29 "Vatican informs me that convoy
of ‘E’;tilcnn trucks will be going to fetch flour for
urgent needs city of Rome during next few days. One .
at least will be going by via Flaminia through Narni HM}'}J:S
and Trevi to Foligno and Assisi but there will apparently

be a number of others. All wlll be marked with Vatican

|

oolors whité and yellow and with words Vatican State. ,
Please inform Allied Headquarters urgently with view to
preventien of bombing"

REGRADED

W&;LFIED

-)12-7
ORIGINATOR: - OPD

INPORMATION : u-a. L0G
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January 21, 1944
CG NATO FREEDOM ALGIERS =i Number 7777
CG ETO USFOR LONDON ENGLAND Bumber R 8408

For Wilson Freedom Algiers, This 1 from the Combined
Chiefs of 3taff. Reference Fa:'lf‘_ "?11‘, b aph C.

Vatican property outside Vatican City but in the City of

Home, mentioned in Artieles 13, 14, 15 and 16 of the Lateran
Mﬁr and described in Annexes 2 and 3 of that treaty,
ollows:

Article 13. Ba;:gu Jor Saint John Lateran (San Giovanni
rno
Basilica of Saint Mary Major (Santa Maria Maggiore)
Basilica of Saint Paul without the Walls -
(San Paolo fuori le Mura) including the monastery.
Palace of Saint Callixtus (San Callisto) in
Trastevare. '

Article 14. Property on the north side of the Janioulum
H111 overloocking Vatlean City between Viale
Aurelio and Passegpglata Sul Gilanicolo and
inoluding that belonging to the Sacred Collage
of Pr Filde.
Palace of Holy (Roman) Twelve Apostles
' attached to the Basillca of the Holy Apostles
arfi? a mstaiﬂ' Ch "Andr
P at o the Church of Sant es
Derla vailed

Palace r.tt.:t:h;d to the Church of San Carlo Af
Catinari.

Artiele 15. Palaoce of the Dataria, near the Quirinal Palace.
Palace of the Cancelleria betwsen the Corsoc
Vittorio Emanuele and the Campo Dei Fiori.
Palace of the Propaganda Fide on thd Pilazza di

Spagns.
Palace of the Holy Office (Sant 'Offizio) adjacen
to the Flazzo San Pletro at Porta ﬂ;muggnr\.y ‘;')

2-4-7
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3 nogﬁ:?um of the Oriental Church, formerly
- @ of the Convertendi in Pisgsa 3cossa-
cavalll.
Palace of the Vicariato in Via Della Piﬁ
B:‘rl u.ﬂ:' ﬂun| o Vittorlio Emanuele near Flazza
su’',

Article 16. Gre uﬂﬂ!‘lit{ in Vis Del Seminsric near
Church of Sant ' io.
Gregorien University Pilotta facing on
: Plazza D1 Pilotta.

Biblical Institute in Flagza Di Filotta.

Archeol al Institute, Oriental Inatitute,

’ College and - Russlan College on
Piarga Santa Maria ore.

The two Falaces of Sant 'Appolinare between the
Piazra Sant 'Appolinsre and Via Della Scrofa.

The House of Retreat for the Clergy of the Church
of Saints John and Paul, incl the Nympheum '
of Rero, on the Caelian Hill.

While the properties listed under Article 16 are not specifi-
cally deaignated in the Treaty as extraterritorial or entitled
to diplomatic imminity, they are exempt from expropriation
and texation and, for reasons of poliey should be apcorded the
same treatment by your forces as the propertliess in immediately

preceding articles.

Vatican properties outside the City of Rome irneluded in

Article 14 of the Lateran Treaty are the Pontifical Palace and
the Villa Barberinl in the Town of Castel Gandolfo, Province of
Rome, and should be accordéd by your forces the same protec-
tion given to the other Vatican properties listed in Article 14.

Article 27 of the Concordat between the Holy See end Italy
s similtaneously with the Lateran Treaty provides that the
following propertlies are ceded to the Holy See:

The Basilica of the Holy House (Santa Casa) at Loreto,

Province of Ancona.
The Basilioca of Saint Franois at Assisl, Province of

Perugla.
‘!hglguiliﬂn of Saint Anthony at Padua, Province of
. ua.

CM-0UT-8440 (21 Jan 44)
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BOCE MES3SAGE JANUARY 21, 1544 PAGE THREE

The proprietorship of the Holy See of these 3 properties as
well as their religious and historical s icance should

be in mind 80 far as 1s reasonable and possible in
the light of military exigencles you should make a specilal

at to ensure that they are spared from damage.

With respect to bther Vatican property throughout Italy, you
should as far as possible avoild requisitioning or otherwiss
uannrtﬁutﬂ your use any property in Allied-ocoupled terri-
tory h exlsting oococupants c¢laim to be the property of
the Holy See. If urgent operational needs requlre your forces
to ocoupy any stGch property, reports should be made thereof
at the earliest posslible moment.

In this connection, reference is made to the President's letter
of July 10, 1943 to the Pope in which he sssured him of the
respect of Allled troops for Papal domains throughout Itsly. The
partinent portions are quoted below for reference:

"Your Holiness:

(###)there is no need for me to reaffirm that respect for
religious bellefs and for the free exercise of religious

worship 1s fundemental to our ideas. Churchea and religioua
institutions will, to the extent that it is within our power,

be spared the devastatlons of war during the struggle shead.
Throughout the period of ocperaticns the neutral status of Vatican
City as well as the Papal domains throughout Itely will be
respected. (##=)",

_ : Franklin D. Roosevelt Library
ORIGINATOR: CC/S (Capt Royal UsW) DECLASRIFIED TS >9. 2
mumm.z OFD A REAP - £ 7}

General Strong :
Admiral King
White House
L0G
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¥o, 2043 Dec 34, 1042

By special dispensation (to AGWAR from Freedom
Algiers) announeed in North African Catholic
churches the customsry Christmas midnight mess will
be celebrated this year in Algeria at five PN
December two four and in MHorocco at six P the reason
given is thHat conditions dash blackout snd lack of
transportation would prevent many from attending mass
at midoight. From Eisenhower for Marshall, mccordingly
radio Maroc broadcast last Sunday and Momdsy the announce-
ment of the change of hour referring to the fact that
similer proocedure was adopted in December one nine
three nine,

No Blg

wih.in U, Agosevelt Library
U= GLASSIFIED
JUL U1K, s200.8 cs/a7/58)
Action copy: BOB=TAG
Info. copies: 21: bate- ||— 214 =7
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