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MEVCRANDUM POR MR, HASSETT

1 submit the following information for the consideration
of the President ns a posaible news item for use in the President's
prease conference this efterncom

Some idea of the tremendous effort required to send ASS
eirplanes against the enemy as was done last Friday during the Preman-
Voresack raids is glven by the following statistics:

The planes were loaded with some 2§ million pounds of bombs
s s« 2 3/ million rounds of smmunition « « « and perhaps
B00 pounds of maps « « « Tha A58 planes flew a Mstance of
at least B60,000 milos o « « traveled over 1,400 miles on
the ground in takeoffs, landinges, and taxiing . . « burned
almost & million pallons of rescline 5 4 « end 25,000 pale
lons of ell « « « More than 5,000 arew merbers were over
snemy teorritory for periods of from 2 to 6 hours,

The President might wish to use the tremendous ewxpenditure
of equipment, persormel, pasoline, eto., used in the raid mentioned
ehove ar an excellent reason for even puhr_mp-urt from the home
front in sueh things as inereased produetion, buying of wer bonds,
oto,

The release of the above mentioned statistics to the press
hae been su thorized by the Ammy Alr Foreess

CHESTRR FAMMOND,
Lt. Colonel, Oemeral Staff,







& Ootobar 1943

MEMORANDUM FOR AMIRAL BROWN

In response to your request for sursestions of war news
for the President to highlight in his press conference this after-
noon, I have gbtained the following from the War Department:

S50 far as current allied operations are concerned in
Italy, they are not spectacular but are of vikal importance. This
is that very pecessary period following recent rapid advances by
the 5th Army intc Naples and the Bth Army up the Eastern Italian
const, when all the suppliss snd other paraphernalia of armies
must be brought forward im e highly orgeniced and sxpeditious man-
ner preparatory to the next thrust. 1

The importance of this unspectacular period is often
overloocked by the publie, who frequently consider it a slowing
down of our militery effort. For this reason the President might
wish to take this opportunity to impress upon the public the ime
portance of this phaee of military operations. We mipht liken the
present situstion of the Anglo=imerican armies in Italy to that
of & rieant eaterpillar whioch, having juest made & rapid forward
advance, is now gathering its tale up underneath it preparatory
to a rapld forward thrust, which single thrust will them bring it
into the eity of Rome {itself. \

fhile there is no doubt as to the success of this final
thrust it will be a difficult one because, although there is conside
erable flat land on cur left flank between our present position end
Rome, whers our srmies will in fect be rolling &ver the femous
Applan Way, our armies in the conter and on the right flank will have
to traverse mountain ranges as high as 8 to 9 thousand feet before
the Ttalian capital is our hands,

CRARSTER RAMMOND,
Lt. Colonel, Gemeral Staff,
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