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PRESIDENT LIN SEN -

e

President Lin Sen was born in Foochow, Fukien province, in 1863. o
graduated from the "Ting Yeh Shu Yusn" in Foochow =5

In 1912, the first year of the Chinese Republic, he held the position
of President of the Senate of the Provisiomal Government and later Presi-
dent of the Upper House of the Chirsse Natiomal Parliament until it was
dissolved. He was Oovernor of Fukien province and Director of the River

In 1931, he was proclaimed provisional President of the National Oovern-
ment, and, in 1932, was made President of the National Qovernment of
China, which posiiion he stIll holds.

President Lin Sem is held in great esteem among his own countrymen,
although he has never had any real political power. They frequently re-
ferred to him as a man of high honor, unselfishness, patriotism and of a

refined temperament. He lived a frugal life and is very principled in all
his dealings. He is also known as & patron of the arts.

be difficult to select a man of his chara-
cter and temperament for the titular head of the Hational Government in
Chungicing, the passing of Lin Sen will not have any serious effect on the
political situation in China or on China's foreign policy.
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12 May 1943

MEMORANDUM FOR ADMIRAL BROWN:

The President remarked after reading the dispatch about
President Lin Sen of China that I should ask you as to the sdvis- °
ability of sending a telegram of sympathy to Chiang im view of the
faot that the Chiness have not yot released the informatiom, so far
as we know,.

1 prefaced my remarks by saying that you had wondered 1f the
President wished to send a message of condolence. The President
lsughed, saying he would turn the tables and have you make the
deoision.

Very respectfully,

W. C. MOTT
Lisutenant Commander, U.8.¥.R.
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