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08D LetteT. 6-3-

A. WESTER HEMISPHERE (GHEENLAND % ICELAND included).

1, Three heavy bombere departed TAMPA for AUSTHALIA.

2. Orders were issued directing the activation of miscellanecus
Coast Artillery and Infantry units for service in NEWFOUNDLAND,
GREENLAND, JAMAICA and BEHMUDA. Approximate strength - 1,000
officers and men.

3. Mr Corps Servicing deteachments of one officer and 15
enlisted men each have been established at PAN-AVEHRICAN air-
fielda located at PORT-eu-PHINCE, HAITI, and at CAMAGUEY and near
Lr FE, CUBA.

B. FAR EAST.
1. Orders were issued directing the movement of the following
units to AUSTHALIA:
One Pursult Squadron
Miscellaneous Buppﬂr"t-ing Aviation Service Units
Approximate strength - 500 officers and men.

2. General MACARTHUR reports light fighting along the front

of his BATAAN position. The enemy is massing his artillery,

spparently in preparation for general attack.









DAILY SUMMARY

WAR DEPARTMENT OPERAT ICRAL

DECISIONS AND ACTIONS

RESPECTING HOSTILITIES

WITH AXIS
Yo GO
7:00 AM Jenuary 28 to T:00 AM January 29

ABRIDGED FORM FOR

THE WHITE HOUSE



DECLASSIFIED
gD Letter, G-0«TH

A. WESTERN HEMISPHERE (GEENLAND & ICELAND ineluded).

1., Orders were issued for the activation and movement to the
NEW YORK PORT OF EMPARMATTON of the following units for use in
ENGLAND end NOHTH IHELAND.

One Signal Service Company
One Quartermaster Car Company (less two platoocns)
One Ordnance Company (Depot)
One Military Police Company
One General DMspensary
Approxmate strength - 575 officers and men.

2, One infantry division and one tank destroyer battalion,
spproximate strength - 15,600 officers and men, ordered to the
NEW YORK POHT OF EMBARKATION staging area at INDIANTOWN OAF
VILITARY RESEAVATICN, FENNSYLVANIA, for future movement to NOHTH
IHELAND.

3. O(ne B-17 (four-motored bomber) departed TAMPA for AUSTRALIA.
B. [FAR EAST.

General MACARTHUR reports that bis artillery decimated JAPANESE
infantry which attempted to advance without artillery or air support
following a limited retrograde movement of U.S5. forces. This movement,
designed to consolidate his position, was misinterpreted by the
JAPANESE as a general withdrawal.
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08D Lotter, 5-3-73

A. WESTERN HEMISPHERE (GREENLAND end ICELAND included).

1. Orders issued for the esotivation of the following Coast
Artillery units by May 1, 1942,
2 Antisiroraft Bripade Headguarters
8 Repiments, Antiairoraft
8 Separate Battalions, Antisircraft
2 BSearchlirht Battalions
1 Barrape Ealloon Group Headguarters
3 Barrage Balloon Battalions
Of these, the following unite are scheduled for early
movemant to NORTH IRELAND:
P
4 Antieiroraft Regiments
6 BSeparate Antisircraft Battalions
1 Barrage Balloon Battalion
(Approximate stremgth, 16,000 officers and men)
Approximate apgregate stremgth of all units eotivated,
29,000 officera and men.
2., Orders have besn issued releasing smmunition as follows:

&. For the CARIBBEAN DEFENSE COMMAND:

100,000 rounds Caliber .30 Armor Plercing % Traocer
16,000 rounds Caliber .50 Armor FPlereing & Tracer
38,500 rounds Shell, High Explosive, 90mm Antiaircraflt

bs For U. 8. Army Foroes in AUSTRALIA:

1,000,000 rounds Caliber .30 Ball

260,000 rounds Caliber .50 Armor Pleroing & Tracer

——

-



DECLASEIFIED
08D Letter K §-3-78

B. FAR EAST.
Gensral MACARTHUR reports that enemy activity in LUZON now
limited to weak landing attempts in SUBIC BAY region, and light

bombing activity.
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DEGLHBI'm
08D Letter, B=B=

A.  WESTERN HEMISPHERE (GRSENLAND end ICELAND inoluded).

1. Orders have been issued to ship st the earliest possible
moment 114 medium bombardment planes (B-26's) to HAWAII by boat,
From there thess planes will be flown to AUSTRALIA as rapidly as they
can be assembled.

2 Three heavy bombardment planes (B-17's) departed TAMPA

for AUSTRALIA.

B. FAR EAST.

General MacARTHUR reports that U. 8. Forces in LUZON are
re-astablished on mein battle position without loss of materiel or
men. Result of combat betwesen two P-40's and three enemy hbombers,
two bombers shot down and one disabled. Enemy bulilding up air

strength at DAVAO and JOLO.



\MAN BETTLE
FO3ITron KkesTaBLISH,
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DECLASSIFIED
48D Letter, 5-3-T8

A. WESTERN HEMISPHERE. (GREENLAND and ICELAND ineluded. )

Orders hawve been issued releasing emmunition as follows:

B.

s

For ATLANTIC Bases:

77,000 rde. Shell, High Explosive, 60mm Mortar
16,000 rds. Shell, High Explosive, 3Tmm Antiaireraft
16,000 rde. Shall, High Explosive, 3" Antiairoraft
32,400 rds. Shell, High Explesive, 105mm Howitzer

For Western Theater of Operations.

12,300 rds. Shell, High Explosive, 106mm Howitzer
6,000 rds. Shell, High Explosive, 90mm Antisircraft

To Chief Army Air Foroas .EJE. EGLIN FIELD, FLORIDA,

for the "Halpro" Project (Aviation Assistance to CHINA):

8,700 rde. Cal. .50 Armor Piercing and Tracer (4 to 1)

8,000 rds. Cal. .45 Ball

B. FAR EAST.

desultory.

Gensral MecArthur deseribes mction along SUBIC Coast as

18 JAP bombers attecked CEBU Harbor 21 January, sinking

one small ship. Objective appears to be interdiction of inter-island

shipping.



DESULTORY ACTION
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LECLASSIFIED
05D Letter, 5-3-78

A, WESTERN HEMISPHERE (CREENLAND & ICELAND included].

Orders were lssued for the activation of the following units:
One coast artillery regiment (155-mm gun) (approximate
strength, 1,800 men).
Two composite batteries of entiaircraflt artillery; one section
ammumnition train for 166-mm gun wnit (approximate strength,
12 officers, 400 men).
B. FAH EAST.

1. General MACARTHUR reports from LUZON that counter-sttack
on his right was a smashing success. Powerful artillery con-
gentration of 166-mm howitzers was deadly. Our infantry found
enemy completely disorganized in that area; left hundreds of dead
on field with quantities of supplies and egquipment. Enemy now
shifting center of gravity to the west where his supply lines are
seoured by Navy. His pressure on the left forced me to give ground
with some loss, including guns of ohsolete type. GSituation now
stabilized. Immediate danger over for the present.

2.' Commeanding General, U.5. Army Forces in AUSTRALIA, has been
advised by the War Department that, in conmection with blockade
running to the PHILIPPINES, it is important to send small arms
ammunition to MINDANAO. Oeneral SHARF's foroe there, of about
30,000, has practically no small arms mmunition. General MACARTHUR

should be consulted for priority between LUZON and MINDANAO.



Pi™* ABBIFIED
08D Letter, 6-3-78

3. General BRETT reports arrival in AUSTRALIA of four
liberators and eleven B-17's from CAIRO; thres E-1T7's {rom

SAN FRANCISCO. These are all four-motored bombers.
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DECLASEIFIED
gD Lotter, B=8TH

A, WESTERN HEMISPHERE (GREZNLAND & ICELAND included).

1. Commanding Gemeral, CARIHEEAN DEFENSE COMMAND, reports that
four pursuit planes are mow cpersating from BAN JOSE, COSTA RICA.

2. Instructions have been alsoc issued dispatching two B-18
(bi-motored bombers) and ten P-36 pursuit planes to FORTALEZA, PFRAZIL.
These planes are designed to inecrease the facilities of the TU. 5.
Military Mission in the combat training of BRAZILIAN pilots.

B. FAR EAST.

l. Report from CGeneral BRERETON, AUSTRALIA, dated January 22
outlined action being taken for relief of CORREGIDOR and MARIVELES
erea. Small boats belng loaded for dispateh through denger zone
under cover of darimess. Additional rations and ammunition being
prooured in AUSTRALIA for shipment to NETHERLANDS EAST INDIES area.
These will be transferred to smaller blockads runners and sent into
FHILIFPINES until adequate level is built up.

2. (Ceneral MACARTHUR reports the enemy has landed fresh troops
in the SUBIC BAY area of LUZON and is attecking in force along his
laft flank and at many points along the ocoast, supported by warships
and air forces. MACARTHUR's foroes counterattacking on the left,
also on the right to relieve pressure by diversion. Exhaustad
condition of his troops pitted against fresh units of the snemy
makes the result hagardous. The only means left to his forces is

the ferocoity of their fighting.

SEeswT"



DECLASEIFIED
ﬂBD L“ttﬂ:‘. ﬁ"a-?i

%, General MACARTHUR reports that guerilla operations by the

MOROS in northerm MINDANAO are already organized and operating

under his gensral direction. Everything possible along that line

is beinp done.



Continved Jap Landinys.
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DED Letter, 5-8=-78

A AESTERN HEMISPHERE.,

Urders have been issued releasing ammunition es follows:
8. EEE,ALASHA’
1,800 mines, high explosive, antitank, M1

100,000 rounds Caliber ,30 Incendiary

B. FAR EAST.

l. Generel BRERETON reports from AUSTRALIA that immediate
sction is being teken to start many small eraft from NETHERLANDS
EAST INDIES to deliver food to PHILIPPINES. Carefully selected
perscnnel departing immedistely by air for WETHERLANDS EAST INDILES
to seek additional mssistance at AEDA Headquarters in BATAVIA.

They will fan out from there throurh JAVA, SUMATRA and CELEBES
to secure food and small craft locally for shipments. They have
sufficient funds to provide bonuses. Every effort being made
with means and personnel available to carry out intent of iar
Department instructions.

2., (General MACARTHUR reports from LUZON that the enemy, repulsed
everywhere with heavy fighting, has evidently adopted the policy of
attrition, since his unopposed command of the sea enables him to provide
replacements at will. MACARTHUR's losses, already heavy, are mounting,
and now constitute approximately 257 of entire force. Diminishing

strength will soon force withdrawal to a shortened line where he proposes

T



T

PECLASSITIED

L-u-T8

to fight to complete destructicn. foneral VACARTIUR takes this
ceeasion to pay high tribute to the magnificent service his forcs
hias rendered. Reocommends that in case of his dosth, Gonornl
SUTHERLAND, present Chief of Staff, be desirnated a8 his succesgor.
The report adds that tpproximately 10,000 JAPANESE Vationals,
former residents of DAVAQ, ars beinp armed and orpanised. Asrial

patrols wnd prowling warahips consplcuous ly absent.
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OBD lLottor, D-E-TA

A, WESTERN HEMISPHERE (TREZNLAND & ICELAND included).

The War Department authorized an inorease in the strength
of the Army Air Foroes during the calendar year 1842 to o total
of 70,5914 officers and 987,687 enlisted men; also a further
inorease in pilet training eapscity to provide for a rate of
70,000 rradustes during 15943.

B, FAR ZAET.

General MACARTHUR reports snemy pressure rapidly increasing
in LUZON. New forces being landed in SUBIC BAY and LINGAYEM
JULF areas. Entire l4th JAPANESE Army epparently being committed.
Air activity light. Enemy bombers attmcked CEBU 1n VISAYAS
January 18. Damape to shipping in harbor severe. Airfield un-

touchad. No chanpe in MINDAHAO.
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DECLASSIFIED
08D Letter, b-3-72

B. FAR EAST.

1. Lieutenant General BRETT in BATAVIA advised by iar E:BEEE'
ment substantially as follows:

For an indefinite time U, 3. Army Forces in ABDA area will
necessarily be limited largely to air, antiaircraft and teochnical
troops. Plans now under way to provide additional air, air base,
antisireraft and 155mm howitzer units, in near future, for use in
ABDA area - total personnel involved over 20,000. Reinforced

———

infentry brigade also being provided for defense of NEW CALEDONIA.

——

DUTCH and AUSTRALIANS should be willing to furnish infantry for
defense of TINOR, supported by some U. 5. artillery now in
AUSTRALIA plus antimircraft due to arrive shortly. Erigadier
Ceneral A. ¥. PATCH, Commander of the CALEDONIA force, will
arrive LNUSTRALIA ahead of troops to expedite arrangements for
assembly and transshipment of forces. He should be given every
possible essistance, Shipping situation precludes edditional
ground reinforcements from the U. 5. for & considerable Lime.
Report desired as soon as practicable of measures adopted by
DUTCH and AUSTRALIAN govermments to secure TIMOR area.

2, General MACARTHUR reports: HRestoration of lines in
genter by savepe fighting end with heavy losses. Heports surprise
raid on thﬂ}irfield at TUGUEGARAO in CAGAYAN VALLEY (approximately

225 airline miles ¥ by E from BATAAN). Enemy dead 110, over 300

othars routed. BRaid deseribed as small but brilliant.
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NEALASSIFIED
UBD Letter, 0-8-78

A.  WESTERN HEMISPHERE (GREENLAND & ICELAND included),

l. Commanding General, HANWAII, reports sulmarine contacts

continue, with one certain destruction by Air Corps.

2. Commanding General, CARIBBEAN DEFENSE COMUAND, reports that

four B-17's (4 motored bombers) with 12 officers and 50 enlisted men

left PANAMA 168 January for SALINAS, ECUADOR.



SRS
DECLASSIFIED
08D Letter, D-8«TH
B. FAR EAST.

1. General MACARTHUR reports sharp fightinr on his center
in LUZON, with enemy pressure increasing. Hostlle air activity
inconsequential.

2. Heports from VINDAVAQ estimate enemy force in vieinity of
DAVAO at one division. MACARTHUR's force on MIFDANAO about 22,000
PHILIPFINE Army and constabulary, mostly in MISAMIS and BUKIDON, with
1,000 in ZAMBOANGA. Number of newly orranized wvolunteers, armed only
with rifles, constantly increasing. Contact with hostile force at
DAVAO being maintained alonpg peneral line extending from vieinity
DIGOS to point on road about 35 miles north of DAVAO. Four airdromes
at DEL VONTE and MALANANG ready for use with 800 Air Corps personnel
avallable there. No hostile penetration of VISAYAN ISLAND where
MACARTHUR has about 8,000 troops plus volunteer group. General MACARTHUR
adds that employment of rround and air forces in MINDAVAO can be followed
immediately by unimpeded movement northward inteo VISAYAN ISLANDS. This
movement, in conjunction with expulsion hostile air from DAVAD and JOLO,
would protect NETHERLANDS EAST INDIES, while movement to north would
permit immediate support of his force inm BATAAN.

3 General MACARTHUR, reporting on air operations in MINDANAO
area, states that direct hits were made upon an enemy cruiser and larre

tanker 100 miles off JOLO, sinking cruiser and leaving tanker in flames.



r!.-:-'..':".‘:?fn
WHED Lottar, a7

4. Gensral ERERETON reportas from AUSTHALIA that plans have been
initiated to ship food to the PHILIPPINES from the NETHERLANDS EAST
INDIES in small oraft and ssmunition in U. 5, submarine. Additional
food and ammunition being shipped on larper ships for trans-shipment
on small eraft from other NETHERLANDS BAST INDIES looalities. Mnly
one ship immediately awvailable in AUSTHALIA for blockade running is
being prepired for attempted rum. Othsr ships being soupht in

AUSTRALIA and NETHSRLANDS EAST INDIES for same purpose.
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el Letler, 5-3=7

A, 'WESTERN HEMISPHERE (GREENLAND 4 ICELAND included).

One Liberator -(4 motored bomber)departed SAN FRANCISCO
for HAWAII.
B, FAR BEAST.

1. feneral MACARTHUR reports reliable information from
MANILA shows AMERICAN and BRITISH citizens subjected to con-
centretion. All have been removed from their homes and families
have been separated; women and children confined in one place and
men in another. Living conditions reported severe.

2., General MACARTHUR reports intermittent fighting with

indecisive results all along the line and little air mctivity.



Neote:

WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF
WASHINGTON

January 18, 1942,

Add followlng to bottom page 1 of Dally Summary
War Department Operational Heport No. 39, for

January 17 - 18, 1942,

Colonel Hurley's departure for Australlia will merely
expedite his availability for New Zealand post. He
was anxious to help his friend MacArthur, His
presence will be reassurance to MacArthur. Hurley
left at 1:00 A.¥. this morning, arrived Los Angeles
4:00 P,M, todey, and leaves almost immediately for
trans Pacifie flight.

MacArthur's acknowledgment of my message of Saturday
regarding blockade running was as follows: "Your

949 has relieved me greatly. I have already initiated
all possible local steps to relieve situation here,
Interisland shipping, however, hes been grestly
depleted,.”




Y SECRET
BY AUTHCRITY OF A. C. OF &, WFD

DECLASSIFTER
Letter, 5-3.73 _

Diba Loritterdr

January 17, 1942,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE ADJUTANT CGENERAL:
Subject:; Far Eastern Situation.

The Secretary of War directs that the following secret
message be sent by the most expeditious means possible consistent
with secrecy to the Commanding General, U.S. Forces in Australia,
Melbourne, Australia;

MACARTHUR REPCRTS FOOD SITUATION IN BATAAN AND
CORREGIDOR BECOMING MOST SERIOUS AND STATES THAT BLOCKALE
IS LIGHET AND MAY EASILY BE RUN BY BOLD ACTION STOP IMPERATIVE
YOU ORGANIZE COMPREHENSIVE EFFORTS TO RUN BLOCEADE AND
DELIVER SUPPLIES STOP USE YOUR FUNDS WITHOUT STINT STOP
CALL FOR MOHE IF REQUIRED STOP COLCNEL CHAMBERIATN HAS A
CREDIT OF TEN MILLICN DOLLARS OF CHIEF OF STAFFS FUND WHICH

CAN BE SPENT IN WHATEVER MANNER LATTER DEEMS ADVISABLE STOP
I DIHECT ITS USE FOR THIS PURPOSE STOP ARRANCE FOR ADVANCE
PATMENTS COMMA PARTIAL PAYMENTS FOR UNSUCCESSFUL EFFORTS AND
LARCE BONUS FOR ACTUAL DELIVERY STOP YOUR JUDGMENT MUST
DETERMINE METHOD OF PROCEDURE AND OF PAYMENTS BUT YOU MUST
OET RESULTS STOP ORGANIZE OROUPS OF BOLD AND RESOURCEFUL
MEN COMMA DISPATCH THEM WITH FUNDS BY PLANES TO ISLANDS IN
POSSESSION OF OUR ASSOCIATES COMMA THERE TO BUY FOOD AND
CHARTER VESSELS FOR SERVICE STOP HEWARDS AND ACTUAL DELIVERY

i

.



DECLASSIPIED
08D Letter, 5-3-73

SReRrR®T
BATAAN OR CORREGIDOR MUST BE FIXED AT LEVEL TO INSURE UTMOST
ENERGY AND DARING ON PART OF MASTERS STOP AT SAME TIME
DISPATCH BLOCKADE RUNNERS FROM AUSTRALIA WITH STANDARD
RATIONS AND SMALL AMOUNTS OF AMMUNITION ON EACH STOP MOVEMENT
MUST BE MADE ON BROAD FRONT OVER MANY ROUTES ANA IN GHEAT
NUMBERS OF SMALL OR MEDIUM SIZE BOATS AND MUST BE CONTINUED
INCESSANTLY UNTIL SATISFACTORY LEVEL OF SUPFLIES IS SECURED
STOP ONLY INDOMITABLE DETERLINATION AND PERTINACITY WILL
SUCCEED AND SUCCESS MUST BE OURS STOP RISKS WILL BE GREAT STOP

REWARDS MUST BE PROPCRTIONAL STOP REPORT INITIATION OF PLAN

STOP ABDA HEADQUARTERS IS BEING INFORMED ACKNOWLEDGE END

MARSHALL

L. T. GERCW,
Brigadier General,
Assistant Chief of Staff.
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Wf DECLASSIFIED
08D Letter, 5-3-72

A. WESTERN HEMISPHERE (GREENLAND & ICELAND included).

l, On January 16, in response to a messape from the Commanding
Generel, HAWAIIAN DEPARTHENT, indiceting that supplies were not
arriving as promptly as desirable, the Wiar Department sent a messape
to him peointing out the shortare of shipping and the necessity for
holding down shipping requirements to an absolute nimimum. The War
Department further informed him that every possible consideration
consistent with other wrpent needs was being piven to his regquirements.

2. Four medium bombers, two transport planes and seven pursuit
ships departed for station in PAIAMA.

3. Four heavy bombers departed for HAWAII.

B.  FAR EAST.

1. In response to a message from General MACARTHUR reporting
serious shortage of food on BATAAN and CORREGIDOR, the War Department
sent an urpgent secret messape to General HACARTHUR containing
substentially the following: Two officers from the War Department have
errived in AUSTRALIA with instructiones to orgenize blockade-running
measures on & broad fromt for your supply of food and eritical munitions.
They have practically unlimited funds at their disposal. The T. S,
Commanding General in AUSTRALIA has been given instructions concerning
the urgency of this matter. He has been told of the awvailability of
funds and told to procure vessels and crews to carry out this mission.
Brigadier General PATRICK J. HUHRLEY is starting for AUSTRALIA by air
January 18 to lend his enerpetic support to this matter. You are hereby
allotted £1,000,000 to offer in rewards for successful local efforts to
penetrate the blockede and reach you with supplies. General HRERETON is

being informed of the substance of this message.

(v s e g



SEenmy

DECLASSIFIED
08D Letter, 5-3-72

2. (General WAVELL, General BRETT (in BATAVIA) and General
BRERETON were also informed by urgent secret message of the foreroing.
3. General MACARTHUR reports & decresse in the intemsity of the
fighting along his lines. He states that he is counter-acting enemy
propagenda by nichtly programs on an improvised brosdoasting station.
4. The Commending General, U. 3. FORCES IN ﬁHSTRALIA, reportas
that three B-17's (Flying Fortresses) arrived in MELBOURNE on
January 12, and that the pilots reported that all fields on the route

ware in excellent condition.
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DeoLASSIFIED
Geb Lettor, =3-78

A, WESTERN HEMISPHERE (GREENLAND & ICELAND included).

Commanding General, CARIBBEAN DEFENSE COMYAND, reports that
seven B-18 (bi-motored) bombers are now operating from GUATEMALA,
thus extending the operating radius of merial reconnaissance
incident to proteotion of the CANAL.

B. FAR EAST.

1. General MACARTHUR reports outbreak of heavy firhting on
right of his line, with continued enemy air activity.

2. Generals ERETT and BHERETON report receipt of War Department
instructions relative to their command functions in the ADDA Area.
General BRERETON is enroute to AUSTRALIA to assume command.

S+ General WAVELL informs General MARSHALL that he intends to
collect a United States striking force in the NETHERLANDS EAST INDIES
and use it as soon s possible for action northward to drive back
JAPANESE and eventually relieve PHILIFPINES. At present, however,
main effort must be devoted to securing SINGAPORE, and checking
JAPANESE southward advance in BORNEO and to the east.

C. EUROPE (MIDDLE EAST included).

A convoy of four ships with approximately 2500 troops for
ICELAND and 4100 troops for NORTH IHELAND sailed from NEW YORK

PORT OF EMBARKATION 15 January.
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DECLASSIFIED
08D Letter, 5-3-78

A. WESTERN HEMISPHERE (GREENLAND & ICELAND ingluded).

1. Six A-20A's (lipht attack bombers) were dispatched by the
Commanding Gemeral, CARIBBEAN DEFENSE COMMAND, January 14, to
CURACAO. As soon as the flying field at ARUBA is ready to receive
them, three of these airplanes will be flown there for station.

2. Due to the temporary delay of the movement of troops to
CURACAQ and ARUBA pending further nepgotiations by the State Depart-
ment, the shipping set up for that purpose has been released for
current shipments to PANAMA. The force destined for CURACAO and
ARUBA will remain meanwhile at CAMP SHELBY, MISSISSIPPI.

3. The 27th division, destined for HAWAII, has been temporarily
released for training purposes to the Commending General, WESTERN
DEFENSE COMMAND, pending completion of necessary shipping arrange-
ments.

4, Orders issued releasing the following ammunition for ALASKA.
26,000 rounds caliber .30, ball; 1,500 rounds shell, high explosive,
1556 mm Howitzer.

B. E{*ﬂﬂ
1. War Department informs General MAGRUDER that he would be in

command of U. 8. forees in CHINA and in BHURMA, in accordance with

previous instructions, and authorizes him to complete the induction



DECLASSIFIED
0SD Letter, 5-3-78

of the American Volunteer Group in the U. S. Army as the 23rd
Pursuit Group. He is informed that he operates under the stratepic
direction of GENERALISSIMO CHIANG KAI SHEK in CHINA and under the
strategic direction of CGeneral WAVELL in BURMA. The War Department
in separate cable informs General WAVELL of the above action.

2. Orders issued for the activation of one enrineer company for
transfer to CHRISTMAS ISLAND. Approximate strength - one officer,

45 enlisted men.

3. Three heavy bombers deperted TAMPA for AUSTRALIA.

4. General MACARTHUR reports general firhting along entire front.
JAPS using shock troops with intensive support frem the air. Front
line and artillery positions under incessant strafing by hostile dive
bombers .

6. General BRETT estimates continued JAPANESE advence via
IAFASSAR toward vital island of TIMOR. Reports bombers unable to
operate in large nuﬁbers because of absence of fighter protection.
Heeconmends carriers be used to ferry fighters to points south of JAVA

or east of AUSTRALIA.







‘ HEAVY FIGHTING,
HﬂJT!LE DIVE BOMBERTS
l YVERY ACTIvE
|
|
|




| | J £ -I‘Ii l® l ! \ 2Al "
{BRETTS| W77l 1 T ﬁ "
YMATE! H. Ll




DAILY SUMMARY

WAl DEPART ENT QPERATIONAL

DECISIONS ARD ACTIONS

RESPECTING HOSTILITIES

#fITH AXIS

Yo 38

T:00 AM January 14 to T:00 AM Januery 15

ABRIDCED FORM FOR

THE WHITE HOUSE



DEOLASSIFIER

g Lettor, 'J"ri"?a_

A TESTERN HEMISPHERE (GREENLAND & ICELAND ingluded).

l. One hoavy bomber (Liberator) departed SAN FRANCISCO
for HAWAII.
2. One coast artillery battalion (harbor defense) ordered
to the NEW YORK PORT OF EMBARKATION for shipment to NEWFOUMDLAND.
Approximate strength, 10 officers, 225 enlisted men.
5 Orders were isaued releasing the following emmunition:
a. For ALASKA:
8,000 rds Caliber .45 tracer
50,000 rds shell, high explosive, 60 millimeter mortar
10,000 rds shell, high explosive, Bl millimeter mortar

70,000 rds shell, high explosive, &7 millimeter
antisircraft

18,000 rds shell, high explosive, 3" antiaircraft
. For the Navy:
3,126,000 rds caliber .30, ball and tracer
750,000 rds caliber .50, Armor Pleroing and tracer

71,000 rds caliber .45, tracer

B. FAR EAST.

1. General MACARTHUR reports his forces repulsed with severe
losges two strong ensmy thrusts which were supported by artillery
and aircraft. Two JAPANESE bombers shot down over CURREGIDOR.

2, Two heavy bombers (Flying Fortresses) departed TALPA

for AUSTRALIA.



EURT™

DECLASSIFIER . ™
05D Letter, E-8«78

S The following units were ordered to the Kid YORE FORT
OF EMBARKATION for shipment to AUSTHALTIA:

1 Infantry Bripade (Heinforced), including
1 Field Artillery Regiment (155mm howitzer)
and supporting Enpgineer, Medicel, Quarter-
master, and Sipnal units.

1 Antieircraft Repiment

1 Pattalion Coast Artillery (155mm run)

1 Pursuit Squadron (Interceptor)

1 Reconnaissance Sguadron (Heawvy)

Supporting service units.
Approximate strenpth, 1,000 officers, 230 nurses,

20,600 enlisted men.

C. EUROPE (MIDDLE EAST included).

Orders issusd for the activation of two evacuation hospitals
for eventual shipment to north Irelend. Approximate strength,

139 enlisted men each.
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NRECLASSIFIED
vel Letter, 6-3-TH
B. FAR EAST.
1. Gemeral MACARTHUR reports ground and air activity unimportant.
2. (Oeneral MACARTHUR has been informed by the /lar Department that
his splendid resistance has materially aided the situation in MALAYSIA;
that the movement of substantial BRITISH end INDIAY reinforcements into
the ABUA®™ area is now teking place and will be completed early in
February; that our heavy bombers have been arriving in the theatre in
a steady flow; that substantial reinforcements of U.S8. troops are being
moved into the maree, and that the movement will be completed in
February; that the past success of bombing attacks by our aircraft
indicetes that similar action by stronger forces will re-establish
navel equilibrivm and eventually give us naval superiority.
3. General BRETT reports that three planes of the 19th U.S.
Bombardment CGroup attacked enemy neval units in TARAKAN Area
January 11 with uncertain results.

4. Four B-17's (Flyinp Fortresses) departed TANPA for AUSTRALIA.

¥
AUSTRALIAN-BERITISH-DUTCH=-AMERICAN
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§ECLASSIF 1ED
[ Letter, b"'?.'-

B.  PAR EAST.

1. The War Department has directed Major Gemeral LENWIS H.
BRERETON at DARWIN, AUSTRALIA, to assume commend of all U. 5. Army
forces in AUSTRALIA and other areas of the southwest PACIFIC,
except troops in the PHILIPPINES and any that may be assigned for
service in or for the support of CHINA. Ceneral ERERETON is informed
that General WAVELL has been placed in supreme command of ABDA*
forces in & theatre known as the ABDA THEATRE, comprising the PHILIFPINE
ISLANDS, the NETHERLANDS EAST INDIES, MATAYA and BURVA, and that he
controls in AUSTRALIA only those troops which are specifically allotted
by the govermments involved for service in or for the support of the
aﬁnvu area, e is further informed that CGeneral WAVELL's responsibilities
ere strategic only, and that he is authorized to appeal to his own
fGovernment [or decision in case he considers that the execution of an
order of the supreme command mipht seriously jeopardize the interests
of the UNITED STATES, provided he gives immediate notice to the supreme
conmander of his intention to appeal. He is informed that the stretepie
policy given General WAVELL directs the latter to hold the MALAY BARRIER
and to operate sea and land forces as far forward of the HARRIER as
possible; to re-establish communicetions through the NETHERIANDS EAST
INDIES with LUZON; end to support the PHILIPPINES. He is informed
that Admiral HART is being sssigned under Gensral WAVELL as commander
of the combined flests of the Assocciated Powers in that area, and that
General BRETT becomes Deputy Supreme Commander a&s scon &s he is informed
by the iar Department that General WAVELL has officially assumed command .

* AUSTRALIAN-BRITISH-DUTCH-AMERICAN
-1 =



DECLASSIFTED .Y
OBD Letter, 5-3-7!

Gensral BRERETON is directed to report to Ceneral WAVELL as soon as
possible and to function thereafter as indicated above. His attention
is apain invited to the fact that U. 8. troops in AUSTHALIAN territory
come under the control of General WAVELL only when specifically
allotted for service in the ABDA area, but that U. 5. air units now
being built up in AUSTRALIA are intended for service in the ABDA area,
and that the ngraamﬁnt specifically provides that aireraft, ineluding
heavy bombers, arriving in General BERERETON's area are not to be
consldered as availeble before being orpanized into units. He is
direoted to mocomplish this as soon as possible., He is informed

that the Wer Department considers that the situstion demands a

unified and coordinated effort beginning as soon as possible for the
aventual relief of the PHILIPPINES, which necessitates inflicting

g defeat on the JAPANESE in some wvital locelity of the AEDA area,
followed by a powerful, if even a limited, offensive to drive the
enemy out of the NETHERLANDS EAST INDIES and to open direct communications
to the PHILIPFINES. His attention is invited to the fact that an
axample of a case justifying an appeal against the orders of the
Supreme Commander would be one in which he believed that a favorable
opportunity for relieving the pressure on the PHILIFPINE Gerrison was
definitely denied or epparently ignored. He is directed to inform
General Brett of the substance of the foregoing, except with respect
to the agreement, which Genmeral BRETT already knows about, He is informed

that General MACARTHUR has already been notified of the foregoing.

o



DECLASSIPIRD <%
CT-19 bwnttor, [ ﬁiﬁ

2. (General MACANTHUh reports termination of artillery battle
of January 12 with notable success for U.S. forces. JAPS forced
to displace gun positions to the rear and many targets of cpportunity
such ag tank columns, armored units and infantry groups were
dispersed. Eleven JAPANESE batteries were silenced with own losses
comparatively light. Hostile bombing was light with every indication
that heavy bombing efforts are being conecentrated farther south,

3. Hospital ship MACTAN, carrying wounded evacuated from MANILA,
arrived at MAKASSAR (CELEFES) 12 January and departed same day for
DARNIN.

4. Three heavy bombers departed TAMPA for AUSTRALIA.

5, Orders were issued for the movement of the following troop
units to the SAN FRANCISCO PORT OF EMBARKATICON for shipment to
AUSTRALIA.

1 Heavy Bombardment Group

3 Coast Artillery Antiaircraft Hegiments

3 Coast Artillery Antiaircraft Battalions

Miscellaneous supporting and service troops
Approximate strength, 600 officers, 10,900 men.

6. Orders were issued releasing ammunition as follows:

(1) To the AMERICAN VOLUNTEER GHOUP in CHINA = via China

Defense Supply Inc., NEWPORT NEWS, VIRGINIA.

BRSNS
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DECLASSIFIED
08D Letter, 5-3-78

1,095,900 rounds Cal. .50 Armor Piercing and Tracer
84,300 rounds Cal. .50 Armor Piercing and Tracer
(2) To U.S. forces in AUSTHALIA via Army Alr Force WACDILL
FIELD, FLOHIDA.

48,000 rounds Cal, .50 Armor Filercing and Tracer

C. EUROPE (MIDDLE EAST included).

Orders were issued for the movement of the following troop
units to the NEW YORK POAT OF EMBEARKATION for shipment to NORTH
IRELAND.

Detachment, 1 Army Corps

Detachment, Headqua;rters Company, Army Corps

Approximate strength, 20 officers, 60 men,
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DECLASSIFIED 1
08D Letter, 5-3«TH
B. FAR EAST,

1. war Department advised General VACARTHUR that positive orders
were issued on January 9 that submarine would be dispatched to him
loaded with 3" mmmunition; that estimated time of arrival would be
furnished as soon as determined.

2. SANOA wns fired upon at about 1:30 PV (GUT) January 11,
apparently by submarine or small surface craft lying off north
shore of TUTUILA.

3. All caliber .50 and 37 millimeter ammunition received in
AUSTRALIA made available at DARWIN and SOERABAYA for delivery to
General MACARTHUR by Nawy.

4. General MACARTHUR reports only ground activity is artillery
duelling and patrolling. Slight enemy air ectivity. U. 8. forces
placed on half-rations.

6. General BRETT reports from BATAVIA that he has asaumed dutles
as Deputy to the Commender-in-Chief', ABDA* Forces.

6. Censral BRERETON in AUSTRALIA reports status of aircraft
evacueted from PHILIPPINES as of January 9:

In JAVA - 10 B-17's (Flying Fortresses)(9 in commission)
In AUSTHALIA - 4 B-17's (1 in commission)
3 B-18's (bi-motored bombers)

3 Beecheraft's (non-military type transports)

In BORNEO = 1 Beecheraft

er——

* AUSTHALIAN-BRITISH=-DUTCH=-AMERICAN
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‘D Letter, §-3-72

A. WESTERN IMISPHERE (GREENLAND & ICELAND included).

1. The AMPHIEIOUS FORCE, eleven troop and carpgo vessels with
10,000 personnel and 20,000 tons of cargo, seiled from NE/ YORK
PORT OF EMBARKATION for maneuvers. All vessels are armed with
Nevy weapons end memned by Navy ship and gun crews.

2. Commanding General HAWAII estimates that & total of 39
enemy planes and crews have been destroyed in the HAWAIIAY Area
to date.

. Decision was reached to proceed immediately from the
thirty thousend annuael pilot training rete to a fifty thousand
annual pilot rate.

4. Constitution and activation of two Coast Artillery
Battalions for transfer to NEWFOUNDLAND.

5. liovement of one signal company and radio intelligence
detachment to NEV ORLEANS PORT OF EMBARKATION for shipment to
TRINIDAD. (Approximate strength, 7 officers, 215 enlisted men)
B. FAR EAST,

1. War Department representative at RANGOON was directed to
carefully observe CHINESE rights in Lend-Lease materials while in

BURMA .




2, The answer to CHIANG-KAI-SHEK's request to eonduct
operations in INDO-CHINA is that the THEATERS OF OPERATICNS,
as now delimited, pive him e free hand in INDO-CHINA, provided
only that if BURMA is in any way involved, he must coordinate
with WAVELL.

3, feneral MACARTHUR reports enemy attack on his right was
thrown back in bloody reverse, Enemy air bombing sporadic and weel.

4, 0General ERETT reports that 9 U.S5. planes participated in
an attack against DAVAO Januery 9. All returned. Hostile pursuit
sighted but did not close., One direct, one water line hit, set Jap
battleship afire in MALALAG BAY. Direct hit on shore antiaireraft
battery. Enemy antiairoraft fire effective. Observed 8 transports,
10 smeller eraft in DAVAO BAY; one battleship, 6 cruisers, 2 destroyers
2 flying boats in MAIALAG. Enemy movement in foree south to MAKASSAR
STRAITS Area indicated. Situation being presented to COMMANDER-IN-CHIEI

for decision as to employment of U.S, forces available.
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pEcLASSIFIED -1
QD Latter, ﬁ"a-m

A. WESTERN HEMISPHEHE (GREENLAND & ICELAND included).

l. One company engineers (camouflage)(spproximate strength
> officers, 80 men) ordered to New Orleans Port of Bmbarkation
for shipment to PANAMA.

<. One entiaircraft battalion (semi-mobile)(approximate
strength 30 officers, 750 men) ordered to Charleston Port of
Embarkation for shipment to BERMUDA.

3. Orders have been issued providing for the constitution
and activation of two Harbor Defense Coast Artillery Battalicns
for transfer to ICELAND.

4. Convoy No. 2006 (11 ships) arrived HONCLULU Jamuary 7

and § with troops, ammunition and general cargo.




preLASSIFIED
pgp Letter, D-d«

B. FAR EAST.

1. General MACARTHUR reports Admiral HART as stating that
no submerines available for supplying mmmunition to CORREGIDOR,
end that no other means appear practicable. General MACARTHUR
adds that successful trips from WANILA BAY of three vessels in past
10 days indicates blockade can be run.

2. General MACARTHUR reports that intercepted radios on
night of B/9 January indicate a large number of ships north bound
past MANILA BAY; also reports additional enemy ships off VINDANAO.

Sa The Commanding General, U. 5. ARMY FORCES IN AUSTRALIA,
was informed that Admiral KING had reported that Admiral HART's
view of the inedvisability of trying to deliver antisirecraft
emmunition to Genmeral MACARTHUR was in part due to small amounts
of such ammunition locelly available. The relatively large amounts
which had just arrived in AUSTRALIA on our VARINE tramsports and
also other smounts now en route were cabled him, and he was enjoined
that limitations of emmunition should not lessen his efforts to supply
General MACARTHUR, as any smounts supplied would be an enormous
stimulus in raising morale.

4. The following units ordered to SAN FRA¥CISCO PORT OF
EMBARKATION f'or shipment to:

a. CANTON ISLAND:

£ companies infantry

2 ‘batteries coast artillery



1l pursuit squadron
Miscellaneous supporting and service units
{Lpproximate strength - 93 officers,
1,363 enlisted men)

b, CHRISTMAS ISLAND,

1 bettalion infantry

2 batteries coast artillery

1 pursuit sguadrom
Miscellaneous supporting and service units
(Approximate strength - 112 officers,

1,936 enlisted men)
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pesLASSIFIED
Gub Lester, 5-3=T8

A, MUSTERY 1EVISPHERE (GRSENLAND & ICELAND included).

1. The BRITI3N Chiefs of Staflf were mdvised substantielly
a3 [ollows:

8. Current informution indicates a definite and nropgressive
weakening in CHIFSSZ war effort. The reversal of this trond is deemed
af witul importance, {'or <hich reason means of inereasing cssistance
to CHIYA to bstter empley its rescurces against JAPAN are being
examined.

b, The chiefl obstmcles are CHINESZ complete isolstion
and lack of munitiens.

. Some of the corrective measures are:

(1) Improve liaison with CFIAYG KAI SHEK.

(2) Increass air snd ground security for RANGOOM
and the EURKA ROAD.

(3) Improve the control, maintenance and manapge-
ment of the BEURLA ROAD.

(4) Aupment base and technical services.

(6) Ralse CHINZSE combat strength.

(6) Improve liaison between CHINA and the COMEANDIN
CEMERAL of the ABDA* ereas.

d. In order to apply the corrective measures stated in ¢
above, the Har Department is considering initiation of the following

stepa:

* AUSTRALIAN-BRITISH-DUTCH-AMERICAK

prvare-—

el



DECLASSIFIED
DED Letter, L-3-73

(1) Seek acceptance by ClHIANG KAL ShEf of Llieut.
generagl H., A, DHUR ae U. S. military representative at his
capitel, and with the following functions:

(a) Supervision ana control ol all ChihsSE
lend-jeace affairs.

(e) Command of all U. 5, forces in Chilla and,
under W/VELL, commnand of all U, 5. and CHINASE forces
in BU.iA.

(e) Hepresent the U. 5. hArnmy on any Inter-
liational War Council in CHIKA.

(d} Control and maintenance of the BUNIA
04D in CHINA.

(kote: The following is projected on condition of the
prior complete acceptance by CHIANG KAI SVEK of {1)
above. )

{2) Increase the strength of the WLHICAN VOLUKTEER

G#IUP in planes and personnel.

(3) Under Lend-Lease, equip several CHINESE divisions,
as guickly as may be done, for effective combat service in this
area, under Genaral DHUM's ccmmand,

(4) With BAITISH consent, arrange for auxiliary bases
to support this CHINKSE effort, and provide techniesl groups to
assure the efficiency of such RANGOON facilities as are allocated

to CHIKA.



4

DECLASSIFIED
D&M Latter, L-3-73

e, Assuming that BRITIZH arreement and cooperation will
become elfective only in the event that CHIANG VAI SHEK eccords to
Lisutensnt General DAY the authority implied and indicated in
rara-raph 4 above, BRITISH cooperation and arreement are required
on Lie following points in order to mske this nroject reasonnbly
effeotive:

(1} Goneral DRUL to be permitted to establish
supply bases and stezing areas in CALCUTTA and TANGOOH to
gupport his operaticns in and north of BUEWA.

(2) General DRUL to be authorized to control amd
medintain the BURLA ROAD from RANGOOH to CHUMGHING end tu be
permitted to use necessary airfields in EURMA.

(3) General DRUN's commend of ALESRICAN and/or
CHIFESE forces in the EURLA region to be exercised under the
econtrol of Ceneral WAVELL, but such forces to be used only on
the meinlend of ASIA, exclusive of IALEY.

(4) General LEUL to exercise ns subordinate of
feneral AAVELL, such additional Command functiorns ans fencral
WVLLL may desire, providing he is not required to leave the
general area: BURMA-CHINA-CALCUTTA.

(6) General DRUY to be socepted as a linison egency
between Genoral &VZLL and CHIANG PAT SIEK.

Note: The foregoing recommendations are consistent with Brigadior

General VAGRUDER's recormendations under B below.



ot

2. Usjor Gemeral BASTT, 4n AUSTRALIA, was informed that
graye shipping shortages require that the supplies and perscnnel
to be sent him be limited to these esgential for air and counter-
elr opesrations for the immediate future, Fe wWas directed to sulmit

a list of items he requires on this basls.
5., ovement directed to the CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA,
PORT OF ENBARKATION, for shipment to BORABORA, of the Jest group,
SOCIETY ISLAYDS, FREMOH OCEANIA, of the followlng unlts:

one regiment antiaireralt artillery
(me regiment infantry (less detachments)

tiscellansous supporting end service units.

Approximate strength, 200 officers,

3700 enlisted men.

£TeET



D. FAR zAST. i
1, hecently recelved reconmendetions of Brisadier Ceneral
LAGRUDER in CHMGLING are summarized &s follows:
b, B is indispensable as an avintion boze and as &
point of initiation of any future offensive cperations.
b. For the present, CHILESE air Lases ardg not required

for larpe scale operetions nor Bre they practiceble for loristic

TEASONS .

. Frimary mission of this command (spperontly means
loristic orranization developed by hnmericans) is the establish-
ment of fmeilities, communications and antiaircraft defense for
smployment of air units in CUREA..

d. Houtes into southemstern CHIIA should be improved
and air beses stocked in advance.

a. Leges and communications in BUREA ghould be orpanized
on military lines, and the ERITISH should permit fres operation of
pases and lines of communieation for AUERICAN and CHINESE forces.

E. Subject to the supremes authority of the GENSRALISITING,
the EUTC‘A ROAD should be completely militarized under ASILRICAD command.

g Provisional smerican Engineer rerinents and other
specialists should be promptly orpganized for meintenance and operetion
of the BURMA ROAD. Large numbers of CHINE5Z personnel should be used
but Lhe cadre should be MIZRICAY.

%, Alr bases ard roads sast and north of FUMIING should

be improved with AZERICAN assiztance.

aSROTL



1. or-anization of irrerular units in CHIMA offers 1ittle
prospect of bans ficial result. Direet harm mipht easily rassult
from such an attemnt.

i. Succossful militery results in this Theatre will
come only from orderly supply and tactical handling of rerular
military orpanizetions, supported Ly soundlv based snd supply
aviation units.

k. CUIVA iz now effectively containing o considerabls
number of JiPANZSE forces.

1. For tho present the best thet can be hoped for is
that &n area may be retained in CHIlA from which, aventually,
foreisn air forces may reach out to vulrnerable JAFANESE sea and
land aress. Later, when thes CHINZSE become convinced of an al-
lisd wictory and their spirit of war weariness has been overcome,
a decisive offensive may sventuate.

me. Fresent projects for supplyving Lend-leass wer ma-
terisl must be continued, particularly in small crms, nowitzers
and emmunition. This effort will probably not immediately imor ove
CUTETSE tectical effort, but for very definite political reasons
esgsation of the effort is unthinkabtle. This effort will probably
annhle thas GEZIZSRALI3SILO to kecp his regime in power, end this is

en indispensable requisite to holding the CHIILSE line statically

on our side.



2, Admiral HAST ordersd by Vavy Department to get .50 caliber
ammunition into CORRESGIDUR st oarlivst possible moment without waiting
for 3" ontleirernft armunition. Fe will provide trensportation for the
latter as soon as it bocomes available to him.

5. OGeneral KACARTHUR roports comparative quiset while enemy
continues to move up troops alonp BATAAI front. e states that Cencral
SUAKF has reported tha astablishment of his headousrters et DEL IONTH
and tie completion of the bulk of his troop novement from VISAYAS Lo
LINDAVAO. He hes the equivalent of two divisions; total strempgth
unknown, Lut estimated as not to exceed 6,000 men.

4., General FRERETCY reports informetion indicating that DEL
P ONTE on L INTAMAD is still cccupded by 1. 5. forces.

5. Shortape of labor hes prevented unloeding at BANGODY of
Steamship LOUISZ LYEES. To eweid further axposure to air attack
she hes sailed for CALCUTTA. She cerries & miscellensous eargo of
Lend-leass material for CHINA; major items sre o3 follows:

20 pack howitzers, 75 millimeter

100 antisirerait machine guns, 50 caliter, with mounts
B20 trucks, 3 ton

136 trucks, 2 ton

720 +tons telephone eguipment

7 toms parts for machine guns
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DECLASSIFIED
03D Letter, H-3-72

L. WESTERN HEMISPIERE (GREENLAND & ICELANL included).

1. VEGEZUELA broke diplomatic reletlions with GEZRRANY, ITALY
and JAPAN.

2, Commanding General, HA/AII, requests expedited action on
dispateh of troops to other islands of HAAIIAN Group.

3+ Commending Gemeral, HAYAII, reports that SUVA can now be
used with caution.

B. FAR EAST.

1, General MACARTHUR reported that his air reconnaissance of
December 31, 1941, revealed JAPANESE olanes and ships disposed as
follows:

In VUALAFAG BAY:
& Cruisers
1 Destroyer
1 Tender
lp__MH’AD BAY :
11 Seaplanes, 4 engine type
12 Transports
6 Submarines
8 Destroyers
6 Small craft

At DAVAO Airdrome:

15 Bombers, 2 engine type
26 Pursult planes

CESREL,
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General IRERETON end HETIERLAYDS EAST INDIES suthorities have
beon informed.

2. fencral FACAHTIAM outlined the policy which ha has followed
with respect to intermment of JAPANLSE eiviliens in the [AUILA area.
Sxpressed the hope that this penerous policy would rive rise to
reciprocel treatment in eress occupled by the JAFAITESE.

3. Messape from DARYIN, AUSTHALIA, reports the following
evacuated from PHILIPFIRES:

14 B-=17 - Flying Fortresses

3 B-18 - Bi-motorsd Bombers

1 (-39 - Bi-motored Transport
168 Adr Corps Oflicers
100 Adr Corps Enlisted Nen

4, Geparalissimo OMIARG FAI SEEE and PASRULER fall to agree
on question of command of AMERICAK forces in BURMA and CHINA. freneral
LAGRUDER requests instructions.

6. LACARTHUR reports by telephone that JAPANESE troops will
enter VATILA the afternoon of Jonuary 2. Indicetions are that forces
#will be limited to those necessary for police duties and mnintenance
of low and order. Iothing unusual to report frem the fromt. Enemy
air activity somewhat modercted., Transportc at LINGAYEY and ANTINOUAN

have unloaded and departed. Small force has landed at JOLO.
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B. FAR EAST.
1. Thres heavy bombers - ome B-17 (Flying Fortress) and
two LB-30's (Liberstors) departed TALPA for AUSTRALIA.
2. The following units directed to SAY FHANCISCO PORT OF
EFBARKATION lor shipmsnt to AUSTRALIA:
2 Nedlum Bombardment Groups
1 Light Bombardment Group
2 Interceptor Pursult Groups
(approximate strenpth, 395 officers, E200 snlisted men )
Service units including Crdnance, Alr Base Groups,
Materilel Squadrons, Sipnal Fletoons, Quartermaster
and Chemicel,
(approxi=ate strenpgth, 250 officers, 4800 enlisted mon)
3. General BRETT reports that he is proceeding to JAVA for
conference with Ceneral WAVELL. He slso states that cporating bases
in JAVA sre limited duwe to maintenance diffioulties; heawy bembars
will be subject to loss if operated from them, dus to lack of adequate
Aroraft Warning Servios and antiaireraft protection. In spite of
disadvantares, operations will continus from sush airports as omn be
utilized for this purpose.
4. Ceneral MACARTHUR reports that re-organisation of his
forces has been completed. He awaits peneral attack on main battle

position (ses map).



SCALL |
1] g -

- - T T IRiL: ]
COWAL-AREA PROJECTION

| | '.! a,:;:.r'ajiﬁf fj%;r /rer%,




,g‘a' @ﬁaw GCEUJOJ}G",
o

ﬁ‘-’ %IMaBaTANG {

o \
1‘? MORON n:}mnn




DAILY SUMMARY

JnR DEFARTMINT QFURATIONAL

DECISIONS AND ACTIONS

HESPECTING HOSTILITIES

WITH AXIS

Ko 28

T:00 AM January 6 to T:00 A¥ January 7

AERIDGED FORM FOR

THE WHITE HOUSE



'‘LASSIFIED

Jdo'd Letter, 5-3-78

B. FAR EAST.

l. General VACARTIUR reports heavy fiphting alonp entirs
line. Artillery effectively attacked by hoatile plenss, Indicetlons
of approaching attack in great strength, Suffered heavy losses in
air ettack launched on FORT VILLS by 45 JAPANISE bombers. Antiair-
eraft somunition low, Destruction of water asystem at FORT MILLS
necessitates strict rationing of water.

2. (Oenoral MACAHTHUR reports having been informed by Rear
Admiral ROCEWELL, Commandinpg l6th Nawval District with Ieadquarters
formerly at CAVITE, that submarines ere now operating from southern
bases under Admiral IART's direotion, and that he receives no
information of stetions or micsions except through ccecesionally
intercapted messages. Admiral ROCKAELL states he is without
knowledpe of suocessful attacks by them so far.

3. OCeperal ERETT reports no landing flelds laft in the
PHILIFPIES. He has requested Admiral BART to {urnish transport

for emmmition to the PHILIPPINES, either by air or by submarine.

4. CGeneral MACARTHUR, on Degember 30, in preparation for
errival of our Expeditionary Forces in LTNDAMNAOD, ordered Brigadier
General SHARF, in command of VISAYAN-MINDANAO ferce, to move to
the latter with one of his two Divisiona. e has not yeot had a
report on execution, but considers the movemsnt presented no
diffioulty. Oeneral MACART.WR also sent 9 pursuit planes (P-40's)

and 650 officers and men from LUZON through the bloekads to DEL MONTE.

“SECT=S
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The ship esrrying troops arrived st destination tut the one
earrying supplies was sunk. The mission of this force is to check
hostile drive from the direction of DAVAO. He expects coverinp forces
to be plaged in COTABATO-FARAKG ares, and to cover the port of entry
et CAGAYAY LISALIS. Mo has dirscted SYARP to be prepared to receive
and service planes end to develop edditional landing fields.

Generel MACARTEUR reports 1t is essential to keep forcing
small ships through to MINDANAO with ammunition and suppliss, as
1ittls of the former is awvailable. His conception is that our
bombardsent planes operating from the south should knock cut enemy
air forces operating from DAVAO permitting our pursult to cpercte
from DEL MONTE, and then subsegently to extend air cperatione into
the VISLYAY area. He polnts out that numerous s=all ships should
be used to run ithe blockeds, as losses will be high, thourh some will
get through. He concludes by stating that time is ripe for & brilllant

thrust with carriers,dus to hostile tendency toward over-confidence.

HNOTE:

Situation in MINDANAOD is obscure - DEL MONTE field reported
in enemy possession - both BRETT and HART have been dirscted to use
all possible meens, sulmarine, air and small boat, to deliver

ermunition to MACARTHUH.
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B, FAR EAST.

1. Geperal MACARTHUR reports that four hostile planes
wars broupht down and four more were hit during o three hour
air attack apainst CORRZSGIDOR end KARIVELES by an estimated
forty plenes. JAPAKESE attack against ANERICAN-FILIFINQ
position alonp PORAC-GUAGUA lime bloodily repulsed with
estimated losses of TOO dead.

2. Eight AMERICAY heavy bombers (B-17's) made three
direct hits on JAPANESE battleship mnd senk ome dastroyer

et DAVAD.
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A, WESTERN HEMISPHERE (GREENIAMD & ICELAND included).

Nothing to report.
B, FAR EAST.

1, For his own confidertial advance information, General
VAGRUDER was informed that st an early date it would be suppested
to CEIANG-EAI-SHEK that we send to CHINA a very high ranking Army
of ficer with great prestige; that if possible the suppgestion would
be made through hin (General MAGRUDER); that in any case it would
be cloarly stated that General MAGRUDER's porformance of duty
has been entirely satisfactory to the UNITED STATES COVERNLENT
and that no lack of confidence in him is implied; and that the
roason for doing this is to effect collaboration cn & broader
scope now required by our participaticn in the war.

2. Mojor Gemeral BRETT in AUSTHALIA was informed of eritical
ghortage of sntisireraft ammunition with our LUZON forces, believed
to be principally 3" and 37 mm. He was directed to consider all
means for resupplying these forces, insluding possible use of
blockads running submarines.

%, Four B=1TE's and ons B-24 (4-motored bombers) departed

TAMPA for AUSTRALIA.
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A. WESTERN HEMISPHERE (GREENLAND & ICELAND imoluded].

1. Three hsavy bombers (Flying Fortresses) left TAUPA by
air for AUSTRALIA.

2+ oThe capacity of the oversemns staging srea serving the
HEJN YORK PORT OF EMBARKATION was [urther increased by the movement
of troops from that area to LOUISIANA.

3. The War Department directed the publication and
distribution to those indicated below of confidential instructions
relating to the evacuation of the eiwil populstion from areas of
military operations in case the situastion should so reguire:

Corps Ares, Department and Army Commanders
The Director of Civilian Defensas
B. FAR EAST.

1. ABIR" powers, in complete mocord, decided to establish
unity of command within the Theatre of Operations of the South
Western PACIFIC, with all their land, sea and air forces in that
region directed by a single powsr. The ABDA powsrs have placed
Gensral 5ir Archibald fnvell of the British Imperial Forces in
suprems cosmand, and directed him to eatablish his Headquarters
initially in JaVA. Major General BRETT is his Deputy.

2. lMajor General HRETT reports the following essentials of

his plan for establishments in AUSTRALIA:

* AUSTRALIAN-ERITISH-DUTCH-UNITED STATES

SO
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UBD Ietter, 6-3-72

&, Advencs base for pround eand air operstions northward --

DARNIN.

b. Operationsl training center and major maintenance
and repair bases -- TOWLHSVILLE.

2. Temporary erection poimt for ship-borne aircralt
and trans-shipping point for TOMNSVILLE and DARWIN -- BRISEANE.

3. Ceneral MACARTHUR reports his covering forces ra-gained
contact alonp the line: PORAC - CGUAGUA; only light cesualties and
damaze from a half-hour attack om FORT MILLS by 20 hostile planes;
four enemy planes destroyed by antimireraft fire; and that his
supply of antisireraft ammmition is critically low and re-supply

vital.
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A. AESTERN HEMISPMERE (GREENLAND & ICELAND included).

1. iar Department advised the Cormanding Cemeral, HAWATIAN
DEFARTMENT, that every effort being made to expedite shipment of
trocps to outlying islands. Reguested his ndvice on relative priority
of shipment of reinforcements, and sngineer construction equipment
and personnol.

2 2. Five B-17E's and three Liborators departed TAMPA for
AUSTRALIA. (These are all four motored heavy bombers. )
B. PAR EAST.

1. General MACARTEUR informed that his situstion is fully
understood by all those perticipating in the UNITED STATES-BRITISH
conferences hore; that we are seeking every means for the rapid
development of our strength in the FAR EAST in order to breas the
hostile grip on the PHILIFPINES; that our navael losses have materially
reduced the Iavy's ability to execute essentlal tasks; that our mavel
forces are markedly insufficient to effect a powerful concentration
in FAR EASTERY waters; that the {lew of heavy bembers now flying to
AUSTRALIA via AFRICA and alsc sterting today wie Faelfic islands,
topather with powerful medium bombers commencing their flights from
o Giestern coast next week, and pursuit planes now moving on every
available ship, should guickly create n concentraticn of air power
in your Theatre egual to hostile strength and produse a strong effect

on JAPANESE shipping, forcing its withdrawal northward. This is the

“SoonET
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only speedy intervention mow possible, exocept perhaps carrier-borne
alr raids. We mre striving to find and use means to disrupt enemy
sozmunications, diserganize his operations and them to sslze the
initiative. Every day of delsy you gain fecilitetes the development
of the superior air power required teo sttain our objective.

2, TUNITED STATES aireraft tender HEROK attacked 150 miles
north of BURU ISLAND by 17 JAPANESE flying boats with bombs,
torpedoss, and mechine guns. JAPAMESE losses, one [lying boat
certain and one probable.

%. JAFS capbtured DEL KONTE sirpert, MINPANAD. Alr treffie
to PHILIPPIKES blocked.

4. Five hour air attack on FORT MILLS resulted in slipht
materinl damare, 13 dead, 35 wounded. Three planes destroyed by
antisiroraft fire.

C. EUROPE (MIDDLE EAST imcluded).

General CHANEY selected to command UNITED STATES forces in HORTE

IRELAND end the ERITISH ISLES.
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A FenTIme VIGUTSPEERE (TMERNIAYD £ I03LAYD included),

Flans are boins formulated for sendinrs troops to VORTH IMSLAYD,

and movoment of inltial continrent to ATLAYTIC senboard has besn

orderod.
8. riR EAST.

1. Transport Jhille CHRISTENSZN errived SYDNEY, AUSTHALIA,
December 26. Corpo: OGosoline (Avietion), 75 millimeter -uns, vohicles.

2+ Dadio communicetion with IIWNILA wes broken off as of
9:10 P¥, 31 Dacembar.

3. Cenaral IACARTFUR reports the Jjunction of his northern
and southern forcea in the BAN FERUANDO, PANPANTA aren and that he
is ocoupying the BATAAY position and will there sccept decisive
battla., Ses map.

4. General MACARTHUR renorts thet the Commonweslth Sovernment
is now operatins frem FORT MILLS, CORRERIDOR.

6. T[UMITED STATES and FRITISH Chiefs of 5taff arreed upon the
fallowing gpeneral strateris polisy for operations in the FAT HASTEREM
THEATER and 2o advised General LEACIRTHUR:

The VALAY BAPRIER, ocomprisinz the lins: MALAY PENINSVIA -
SIMATUE - JLVA - TOHTH AUSTRALIA, to b2 hoeld as the besic delensive
position in thet THEATER;

Air, land, and sea forces to operate forwerd of that position,

in as great depth: as potsible, npsinst hostile movements southwmrd;

dienmy
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TUmA and AUSTRALIA to be held as gupporting positions
Por the THEATER, and DURLL &8 yital to the susport of CEILL and
defenze of INDIL;
Corsunications to be re-estoblishsd through the DUTCH
ZAST IDIES to LUZOM; and

The PHTLIPPINES carrison to be supported.
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