



































RABAUL

Y, suxa passaon
%B ™

AUSTRALIA

s

£a
C-':::\’ w4
%u o
N > iz
m'ﬂ
L8

3

a

o3




R o T | —a






















AUSTRALIA

NOT TO SCALE

0
gL-g-2 ‘303197 080

ag @EIIISSYIVED

Y

-~







|
|
|




T

DECLASSIFIED
0BD Letter, [-3-73

APRICAN-MTODLE EASTERN THEATER

Adreraft of the B2d Squadren, 12th Bombardment Oroup (Medium)
attacked the harbor and shipping at Mersa Matruh on the night of August
22, causing mumercus explosions and fires. One medium bomber crashed
in friendly territory.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AHEAS

1. Five American fighters arrived at Ouadalcanal Island, August
22, escorted by two flying fortresses; ten more left New Caledonia for
Ouadalcanal on August 23.

2. General MacArthur's operations report for the period 1400
August 23 to 1L00, GCT, August 2l;, mentions reconnaissances of the
Solomons, New Guinea, and the Bismarck Archipelage. Twenty to twenty-
five ships, of which six to eight were of about 10,000 tons, were i._n__ o

Rabeul Harbor; in the Shortlands area (Solomons), seversl = ships
including three cruisers or destroyers were sighted.

A "flying fortress" was attacked near Rabaul by two Zero
fighters; cne Zero was damaged, In the Milne Bay (New Guinea) area
thirteen enemy planes were intercepted by ocur fighters; two Zercs were
destroyed and two others probably destroyed; cne of our alrplanes was
damaged. On August 23 the Japanese made their 27th air raid on Darwin
with seven or eight Zero fighters, destroying four of our heavy bombers.
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0BD Lettor, b6-5-T2

EUROFEAN THEATER
——

1. Oeneral Spastsz reports that, on the afterncon of August 2L,
twelve "Flying Fortresses", with a fighter sscort, made a successful
high altitude attack on le Trait (Rouen) shipyards. Two of cur bombers
were severely damaged by enemy fighters. One plane received four cannon
hits in the wing and more than one hundred .30 caliber hits, which
resulted in disabling eme engine and rupturing a gas tank, the second
plane absorbed several 20 mm and many .30 caliber hits, tut despite
this all planes returned and landed safely.

2, The Services of Supply informed Ceneral Eisenhower that evacu-
ation of casualties will be effected by returning transport when a
regularly scheduled transport service is operating., For helpless
casualties and for areas lacking a regular transport service the three
authorised hospital ships will be used. An ambulance ship (a troop
transport converted to accommodate about 500 patients) will also be
avallable about October 1., Neither hospital ships nor ambulance ship
are at present assigned to evacuation of casualties from the European
Theater which has a regularly scheduled transport service.

AFRICAN-MITIDIE EASTERN THEATER

1. e, Ocumaoding Geoeral, U. 8. Foroes in Cemtral Africs, wes
informed that word has been received from London to the effect that on
August 2l the French National Committee instructed Brazsaville to extend
to the United States the facilities of the Pointe Noire air base.
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PRCLASS B-8-T8

2. The War Department nctified Cenerals Maxwell and Fitzgerald
and the Commanding Generals of the Ammy Oround Forces, Army Air Forces
and Services of Supply, of changes in the territorial limits of the
U, S. Army Forces in the Middle East and in Central Africa respectively.
These changes bring our boundaries into consonance with those of corres-
ponding British commands. (Maps appended).

G ASTATIC THEATER

General Bissell reports an attack by 2 American medium bombers on
Myltkyina Adrport, August 22, 1942.

FACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREAS

General MacArthur reports that on August 22 four American heavy
bombers attacked Vunakanau airdrome, Rabaul; one B<17 on recennaissance
-. bombed the airdrome at Lae,

h’ On August 23 a raid on Darwin by twenty-seven enemy heavy bombers
escorted by about twenty fighters was intercepted by Allied fighters;
nine enemy fighters and four bombers were claimed destroyed, with no
Allied losses, Our airdraft bombed Buka (Solomen Islands).

Reconnaissances of the Sclomons and the Bismarck Archipelage were
contimied on both days, and of Timor on August 23, enemy shipping and
aviation data being reported.
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“-E Letter, 65-3-78

FACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AHEAS

Oeneral Machrthur's operations report for the period 1400 August 20
to 1400 OCT August 21 mentions reconnaissances of the Solomcns, New Cuinea,
and New Britain, and a bombing raid on Macbisse by five RAAF Hudaons.
Three Zeros intercepted them; ome Zero was destroyed and ome Hudson was
lost.









e A

el

PR O P JVi

18

R i - =it Y
e Y <







L

e

hsyineds Y

DECLASSIFIED
03D Latter, 6-3-78

1. General Bradley reported that weather broadcasting from Anadyr
(Bastern Biberia) started August 18,
Ee was informed that tem A-20 (1ight bombardment) and thirty
P-l0 (fighter) airplanes will be delivered at Fairbanks by September 1
for ferrying by Russian crews.

2. Oeneral Stilwell was instructed that in the event of an enemy
‘attack on Indis or Ceylom, or in ths case of offemsive cperatioms in
Burms, he may arrange for suppart of British operations by the 10th Air
Foroe as his judgment dictates, without special instructions from the
US Chisfs of Staff,

-

FACIFIC AND SQOUTHNEST PACIFIC AREAS

The cperations report from General MacArthur, for the period 1400
August 18 to 14,00 August 19 (OCT), mentions an unsuccessful bombing
attack on enemy ships in the Faisi area of the Solomons. Air recomnais-
sance disclosed enemy naval and cargo ships in the vicinity of Faisi and
Fauro Islands (Solomons).
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" 2, Directives were issued to move the 33d Fighter Group by the

fastest practicsble means to Cairo, Egypt. The airplanes will be shipped

. by cargo vessel.

3. Oeneral Brereton reports that another American air unit has
sucossafully completed its first combat missiom. On the night of August
16-17, the 8lst SBquadron, Twelfth Bombardment Group (Medium), bombing
from 13,000 feet in the face of heavy anti-aircraft fire, started fires
and scored & direct hit on an enemy tank workshop in an undisclosed
target area. All airplanss returned safely.

L. Oeneral Mexwell's hsadquarters was asked for an evaluation of
the British Army malaris comtrol organisation, and for recommendaticns as
to its adoption by US Army commends in highly malarious areas.

ASIATIC THEATER
1. Oeneral Stilwell was informed that the Mmitions Assignments
Board has approved the Chinese Lend-lLease assigrment for Auguet.
2. Generel Bradley advises that the Soviet Government has arranged
o send 10 transport and 30 fighter crews to Fairbanks. They will arrive
about September 1.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHNEST PACIFIC.AREAS

Oeneral Macirthur states in his report for the period 1400 August 16
to 1400 August 17, OCT, that over 1500 Japsnese with a large native force
were reported at Atssbe, Timor, on August 16. Six RAF Hudsons bombed
Bobonaro Village, Timor, One heavy bomber attacked Kavieng, New Ireland.
Three of our medium bosbers and a trensport airplane were destroyed and
mmmm-.muumwamm
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2, L2 Zarc Pighters, in two waves, attacked Hemgyang and wore
angaged by 8 of our fighters, Three enemy and two of our airplanes were
lowt,

HOIR AFD UTHOT BICTIIO ANUS

1, Oeneral Harmon reported that on July 31 the 11th Bembardment
Oroup, maling & 1300-mils round trip from Espiritu Santu, bombed enemy
positions in the Tulagi and Lunga areas.

2. mw-mmmwsmmt
cur bosbers and fighters attacksd enemy installations at Kokoda, Las and
Salamaua, (New Ouines), Rabaul, and Buka Island, scoring hits on AL
positions, rumweys, fusl dumps, dispersal areas snd starting mmercus
fires.







L A8

»C

-

o T
ENERAL

The B0th, 90th snd §5th Infantry Divisions have besn redesigrated

L

1. HReplying to & War Department inquiry, Oenersl Collins states
that urder amuthority comtsined in the President's proclamaticns of Dec,
7 ard 8, the Militery Commnder in Pusrto Rico is authorized to prescribe
restricted areas, On June 18 Oesooral Collins so declared all munici-

-~ palitles which border on the sea, Responalbility for determining whether

an alien is to be remcved from such area rests with the Attorney Cenersl,
to whom report of & pending case has been transmitted,

2, Oeneral DeWitt was informsd of the procedure proposed for ex—
changing weather information with the U. 8. 5. H., and was directed to
initiste such transmissions from Nome Ll=mediataly.

Oeneral Maxwell was suthorized to crganise Services of Supply for
the U. 5. Forces in the Mlddle Esst.

=




In his Opersticns Report for August 7 Osneral Mackrthur reporte
that 13 of our "flying fortresses® sttacked the Japaness alrdross at
Rabaul, 7 enamy fightars wers destroyed in cosbat; one of our bombers
wag shot down.

The British 858 Memuty was sunk by a subsarins near Torres Strait.







1. The Army Orcund Forces iswued directives for the astivation
yyjﬁhhmmuhmgm,nmw.
M,&ﬂfmmmmmmnmm, Yeuns;
and of the 30th Quartermster Battalion (Port) at Indlantown Osp,
Pemmayivands. 'mlcr_n- are colored units,

2. Directives were issusd ordaring 11 General Hospitals into

BURCEBAN THEATER

1. Oeneral Eisenhowsr was informed of & repert which reached the
States Departmant from Vichy to the affect that the Oermans demand that,
under the terms of the Armistice Comvention, snemy planes landing in
French territory anywhers sust be turned over to the Germans. The
lattar alsc demand a copy of any statements made by any crew members
questioned by French suthorities. The Fremch informant implied that
the orew of any American plane in this predicament would be allowed
mufficient time to destroy it.

2. Major Osneral Oscrge 5. Patton, Jr. and Brigadier Oeneral
James H, Doclittls, arrived in London, August 6.
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AFRICAN-MIDOLE EASTERN THEATER

Genarsl Erereton reportad that the lst Provisional Oroup claims
wmﬂmmﬂmmum:nnlﬂtmd
mwummnmmwm
daylight, August L. That night, aircraft of the $6th Bombardment
Squadron bosbed harbor facilitdes at Tobruk. ALl planes returned
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DRILASSIFIE
QID Levter, G-8-TR

ENERAL

The Searetary of War dispatched a letter to the Searstary of
mmmmmummmw#m
customs duties bonma fide gifts of & wvalus of §50 or less sent home by
poldiers on cverseas duty.

Majer Oeneral J. W, Anderson, with staff, was assigned to command,

tesporarily, the Asphibious Corps of the Amphibicus Force, Atlantic
Float,

BURCFRAN THEATER

1. Ceneral Eisenhower reports that Oeneral De Oaulle has agreed
to arrange for reverss Lend-Leass procedure in African territery under
Fighting France. Extension of this procedure to New Caledonin is also
undar dissussion.

2. Oeneral Eisenhowsr reports that Royal assent was glven today
to the "United States of Americs Visiting Forces Ast" rendering exclu-
#ive the jfurisdiction of our courts-martial over U. 5. forces,

=HiLL ahad o

wmmmtmmtlthmmum
1st Provisional Oroup sank & 10,000 ton transport in the Mediterransan.

Wrockage was cbearved August 5.
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B8E Lotter, D-8-TH

ASTATIO THEATER

1, For his guidance, Cenersl Stilwell and his headquarters in
¥ew Dolhi were informed that the War Department is not directly com-
sernad in Indian internal pelitical problems and doss not take sides
in the issus. US has & great strategic interest in & maximwm United
Mations war effert and is determined te maintain the closest possible
Mﬂﬁmﬂhhmﬂ-ﬂuﬁﬂtﬁ-mw+
Only in the event that internal disorders endanger American personmel
or military property, wﬁiﬂ cur aid to China or operations against
Japan, may U3 troops be employed to suppress discrdera.

2. The War Department directed General Wheeler to provide our
Military Attache at Esbul with arms, equipment and transportation
mmwmmmmntmmmm-nnr
other Americen citisens in the visinity.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREAS

1, Oeneral Machrthur states in his operations repert for August b
MlMMMmM&W!M}Wﬂuglmtuf
Albany (Westarn Australia).

2, Osperal Essons was informed that there is no need for the
Howaiisn radic stations to discomtinus the practice of recording main-
land programa and rebroadcasting them. Stations should be notified that
mhwmhmummmmamlr
af M daspits the current dispute.
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§ER Latter, B-3-TH

1, GOenerals Eisenhowsr and Bonestesl were advised that the
hwmmm.mmwmﬁm
Iceland as a liaiscn agent betwean cur military forces and the olvil
Sgilatioe 1
2. Bssponding to Ooneral Eissnhower's request for support of

 the Bed Cross program in his theater the War Department stated that

ths Hational Hsadguarters undearstandshis situatien and objectives and
is prepared to comply. Becsuse of the large expenditures, buildinge
and facilitiss involved it will be necessary to work out details with
the War Department and possibly with Lend-Lense efficials, lational
Headmarters has instructed its delegate in London to provide emergency
clubs, if necessary.

AFEIOAN-MITILE EASTERN THEATER

Gensral Brereton reports that twslve aircraft from the 96th
Bosbardment Creup successfully bombed Mersa Matruh and Tobruk the
night of August 2-3. Harbor facilitiss and repair depots were set
afire st both places, All planes returnsd safely.

1. In his operaticms repert for August 2, Osneral Machrthur
mentions patrel activity near Kokodaj cur fighter planes attacked this
village. Adr attacks were made on shipping ot Salamsus, on the air-
*nlﬂ, on Gona village, and on the Buna area.



GED Letter, B-B-T8

.2, On Aogust b, Major Oensral George O. Eenney relisved ”
Lisutenant Gensral Brett in command of the Allied Adr Forces in
dustralia.

3. Orders have been lssusd for the movement to Australia of
Major Denersl Mobert L, Eichelberger and his staff. Be will command
the I U,S.Army Corps in Australia, cosprising the 324 and llst U S
Divisicna.




No. 238
0700 August b to OT00 August 5, 1542
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1. The Destroyer Kine, while in Nasan Bay, Atks Island, was
attacked unsuocessfully on August 3 by enssy alrcraft., On August 4

our bombers attacked Kiska from an altitude of 28,500 fest, Eesults d
wars not cbssrved,

nray NMMHMMMMmW

40 3. The War Departmant fasusd directives for the movesent to San

" Franeisco, for shipment to Australis, of hesdguerters and certain

eorps troopa of the I Corps,

4. Oeneral Andrews was informed that our policy, announced by
the President, i= to acquire no additional land in the Western Hami-
sphara, He was muthorized to arrangs with the Costa Blcan Government
for the use of Cocos Island,

ASIATIC THEATER
By direction of the President, Gaperal Elssell was assigned aa

Commanding General, 10th Air Force, The War Department concurred in
mm--mw-ﬂwmmmwmm
ferry routs,
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1. Inhis w-ﬂ-]'mﬂtmm:, Oenersl Machrthur states

mﬁﬁmummm.m
§ Aﬁ:‘iﬂ- that the oocupded Dobo in the Aru
made & ta

that the
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080 Letter, B-3-T8

WESTER ARMISPHERE

1. Replying to the War Department's query, Oenersl Androws
stated his approval of the proposed Navy construction of oil pilpe—
linss acrces the Isthsus of Panama with distributicn lines for the use
#mm,wmmﬂmwmnmmmﬁ-
Caribbsan Defenss Command is diverted,
. 2, The Mexican Oovernment has agresd to extend the initial
thirty-day permission for United States aireraft to cperate froam Isla

Cosumel until the Tripartits Lgreement (0,5, - Cuba - Maxico) has
baen signed.
EURCFEAN THEATER

1. Oeneral Eisenhower recommended that sction be taken to secure

logislation exespting from custom dutiss bema fide gifts, from scldiers
in the United Xinglom to friends or relatives in the United States,
within & value of §50.00. The British Government will permit thess
glfta to be sent without requiring an export tax, It is impracticable
to collect US customs in the United Kingdom. The War Department is
presenting this matter to the Tressury Departmest.,

2, (Oenersl Eisenhower was instructed to notify the British and
the Land-Lease authoritiss in London that the War Department will not

—_—_— =
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DPECLASSIFIED
UBD Lotter, [-3-72

approve of the supply of rations to American troops either through
Lend-lease channels or by the British.

ASIATIC THEATER

Oeneral Maiden reports that one American bomber destroyed a bridge
south of Wuntho (Burma) and attacked the dock area at Katha, August 2,

mmm.ﬁ&;uﬁum,mmncm,
was instructed to direct two bombardment airplanes en route to the
Middle East to pick up anti-submarine bombs at Trinidad and Paramaribo,
and to proceed to Ascension Island, Their mission is to protect a
tanker now en route to Ascension Island until it is unloaded; they will
then resume their original mission,.
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PECIASEIFIEN
A8 Letter, 6-3-78

1, Effective August 1, the Ordnance Departsent assumed the
responeibility previcusly held by the Quartermaster Department for
the design, purchass, distribution, maintenance, and supply of
motor wehdoles. :

2. Genersls Bomsstesl, Andrews, Mexwsll, Stilwell, Naidan,
m,m:ndum. mdﬂu Commanding Officer; Oreenland
hu.mmmm-tnrmm-
mmuﬂmﬂwwsﬂmmmﬁqh
Mmhmm The United Kingdom includes England,
axclusive of Indis. Dominions and commomwealths other than thope

Commanding Oenerals of all ssrvice commands were notified that,
by request of the Norwegian Goverrment, mesbers of the Norwegian
Narchant Marine will not be enlisted in the propossd Norwegisn
Battalion; AUS, as it is virtually impossible to replace Norweglan
sailare,

EUHOFEAN THAATER

1. The War Department instructed Gensrel Eisenhowsr to make

arrangements with Osneral De Gmlle for the immediate application of

e
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BECLARBIFIED
U Lester, B-A-TR

reveras Land-Leass procedurs in African territory under Fighting
France, and in New Caledomia.

2. Osnaral Eisenhowsr was informed that instructions have bean
isgued to all Arsy Transport vessels to transfer to the US Army in
the United Kingdoe surplus fuel oil and provisions on hand in excess
of requirementsa for the return voyage. In the event the Army does
not require provisions; transfer to the US Navy or the British Covern-
ment in authorised,

'+ 3. Osneral Bonesteel reports that om August 2 ‘a German Focke-
Wulf airplane bosbed snd machine-gunned Hofn airfield, Iceland, from
a very low altitude, Some damage to radio squipment was sustained.

AVETICAN-MTTIEE ZASTERN THEATER
Oeneral Brereton reports that seven B-17's of the 98th Group,

on thelr first mission, successfully bombed Marsa Matroh, July 31,
sccompanied by EAF Wellingtons.

On August 1, Ooneral Naiden's bombers succesafully attacked
barges and dock installations at Eatha, Burma, scoring hits on a
warshouse and two docks.

PAGIFIC AND SOUTHNEST PAOIFIC ATEAS

1., Osneral Machrthur reports for August 1 that the situation

at Eskodn resains unchanged) enemy strength there is estimated at LOO.
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Our bosbers sttacked Tosal (Kei Islands), the Cona ares, and a
transport B0 miles porth of Gena, Catalina flying boats bombad
stores and the landing ares at ¥ukum, Ouadaleansl Island, The
ety made ineffective air raids on Port Moresby and Horn Island,
2. GOenersl Emons urged the War Department to assert its
fullest influence over the American Fedsration of Musicians to
exsmpt Hevadian radio stations from ts ban againat the use of
recordings and trenscriptions of madnland programs. Arbitrary
memmwumm

"#ﬂﬁMMmmmhm
' mnwﬁwimmm Radio entertainment is considared

wuthqﬂidmﬁrﬂdnndﬂimm“mm |
mhﬁ'uﬂéwmmmﬂumm
mant.
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DATLY SUMMARY

WAR DEPARTMENT OPERATIDNAL
DECISIONS AND ACTIONS

No. 235
0700 August 1 to 0700 August 2, 1542

COPY FOR

THE WHITE HOUSE




1. Directives were issued by the Army Ground Forces for the move-
ment to England of the 4th Motorised Division,
2. At the request of the Department of Agriculture, General Andrews
. was asked if he could supply airplanes to move 2000 pounds of rubber
seed from San Jose', Costa Rica, to Turbo, Colombla, during the next
few days, Oeneral Andrews replied that he would furnish the airplanes
upon receipt of instructions.
3. In view of the serious threats to the MWiddle East oll fields,
General Andrews was asked for his views concerning the proposal to con—
struct oll pipe-lines across the isthmus in order to supply the South-
west Pacific area and India, It is estimated that at least 100,000
. barrels per day would be needed.

BACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC

Oeneral MacArthur reports for July 31 no essential change in the
situation near Kokoda. Our medium bombers attacked enemy warships
near Banda Island, claiming one probable hit on & cruiser and several
near misses, Heavy bombers secured hits on COona village. HReconnais-
sance aircraft shot down one fighter south of Rabaul. Catalina flying
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boats scored a possible hit on a large ship near Kukum, Guadalcanal
Is., and several hits on stores ashore,

A small Allied force landed at Saumlakki, on the Tanimbar Islands,
meeting some opposition,

Total and Dobo, Arce Islands, are suspected occupled by the enemy,

1. On July 28, at dusk, our H&-ﬁ'a attacked shipping and
facilities at Suda Bay, Crete. Several hits on ships are claimed., All
aireraft retumed,

2, On July 30, during daylight, our B-24i-D's attacked a large
transport surrounded by seven destroyers and a crulser in Navarino Bay,
in Southern Greece. At least one hit is reported. A night attack was

made on Tobruk the same date,

EUROPEAN THEATER

Oeneral Eisenhower points out that the objective of the Red Cross
Service Club in England is 35,000 beds by June, 1943. The Red Cross
in that theater is the sole agent for welfare activity outside of troop
bivouacs, and for coordinating British welfare agencles desiring to
assist us., Oeneral Eisenhower remarks that conditions in his theater

" preclude the establishment of rest areas such as were used by the A.E.F.
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DECLASSIFIED
QBD Lottor, B-8-78

in 1918-19. Temorrow the War Department will discuss this program and
its objectives with the Mational Red Cross in Washington,
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