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DECLASSIFIED
OBD Letter, 5-3-T8

Unidentified airplanes were repcrted over Icsland on October 30, L.2a

American bombers assisted Allied ground operations on October 30 B- l
by attacks on enemy landing fields.

Twelve U.5. heavy bombers attacked Maleme Airport, Crete, on the
night of October 30/31. Results were not observed. No U.S. aircraft
were lost.

Oeneral Bissell reports that four U.5. medium bombers, escorted
by seven fighters,operating from Kunming, bombed Lashio October 28. D\
Direct hits were scored on &n antiaircraft battery, a small hangar, and
the dispersal areas.

On October 29, six U.5. medium bombers, escorted by six fighters,
repeatad the operation successfully. Heavy antisircraft fire was en-
countered both days.

EACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREAS

In his operations summary for the period 1400 October 29 to 1400, 'Id-.q,wq...‘
GCT, October 30, Genersl MscArthur reports that Allied troops occupied —felivce. .

Alols, in the Owen Stanley Range, October 30. c‘:“b“‘“"
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DECLASSIFIED
0D Letter, 5-3-78

U.S. and Australian bombers, contimuing support of the general
Solomens action, participated in three coordinated attacks on shipping
in the Buin-Faisl areas before dawn October 30, The Australian bombers
scored & probable hit on a crulser; our "{lying fortresses" scored
direct hits on a large warship, possible hite on a destroyer, near
misses on & light cruiser and a possible aircraft carrier, and set an
unidentified vessel ablaze, All aireraft returned safely,
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(4D Lettor, G-8-T8

. General Bradley was informed of the following status of airplanes
intended for the USSR in Alaska, for the week ending October 30:
Medium Bombers Light Bombers Fightera

Delivered to Falrbanks 9 22
En route in Canada 2 21
En routa in U. 8. 16 T 8o

L5 Russian crews arrived during the week.
EUROPEAN THEATER

An unidantifisd airplane was reported over Iceland Octocber 29.
AFRICAN-MIDDLE EASTERN THEATER

General Brereton summarising his air force support of the British
mwn‘pﬂrﬂﬂuﬁmwzﬂ, 2ly tons of bombs were dropped on
enemy tanks, motor vehicles and positions. Direct hit.a, highly effective,
wers observed on all targets. On Ootober 29, 12 tons of bombs were

dropped on landing fields and lines of communication. The enemy generally

refused combat with our fighter aireraft. Two of our bombers were
destroyed by antiaircraft fire.

ASTATIC THEATER

Twelve of Oeneral Bissell's heavy bombers, operating from Calcutta
and attempting to bomb docks and warehouses at Rangoon, were unable to
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fulfill their missions because of weather conditions. Three bombed
the town of Alkgrab with unknown results. One of the airplanes crashed
near its base.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREAS

1, OGeneral MacArthur announced his intention of moving the
advanced echelon of his headquarters to Fort Moresby on November L.
Direct radic commmication with San Francisco will be established for

high priority messages.

2, In his operations summary for the 2L-hour period ending 1400,
GCT, October 29, Oeneral MacArthur states that our ground forces, in a
bayonet charge against an enemy strong point mamed by 100 men, killed
20 pse and took 30 priscners. Our advance continues.

Nine "flying fortresses" struck enemy shipping in the Buin-Faisi
area in a night bombing attack and scored near misses on a heavy cruiser,
another large warship, and two unidentified vessels; a large explosion
on & fifth vessel followed the bombing. Reconnaissance flights detected
the presence of a heavy naval force in the Buin-Falsl area.

Port Moresby was raidsd without damage.

3. Oeneral Harmon adds to his report on air operations, October 25:
Four separate attacks were made by dive bombers and fighters on an enemy
naval force of one light and one heavy cruiser and four destroyers just
north of Ouadalcanal. Ddrect hits were scored on the heavy crulser with
one 1000=1b, bomb and one 500-1b. bomb, as well as many near misses.
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Both cruisers were apparently damaged.
Information to date shows one officer, three EM and two crew

members were lost on the USAT Cooclidge.

L. The War Department approved an arrangement between Generals
Harmon and MacArthur whereby the latter consented to the removal by
General Harmon of eight 155 mm guns and accessories from a shipment
destined for Australia. These will be used to replace similar equip-
nmtln:t.mt:h-IHl.Tﬂoolidgn; others will be sent to Australia from

the US.

S. Senior air and ground officers of the Army are being placed
on the staffs of Admirals Nimitz and Halsey for the purpose of inte-
grating the plans and operations of their Services with those of the
Navy. These will be "working" officers, not "liaison" of ficers.

Sm———
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EUROPEAN THEATER

Oeneral Eisenhower was asked to ensure that proper arrangements
are made in London so that, in any military operations involving American
troops, the news dissemination be so handled that the American press and
radio can announce the reports as soon as the British.

AFRICAN-MIDOLE EASTERN THEATER

CGeneral Maxwell estimates that the firat phase of the desert
battle has ended with the penetration of the enemy defenses and consoli-
dation of the new position. He reports that U. S. heavy bombers, dis-
patched on October 2 to destroy a southbound Axis tanker, failed to
locate this target but attacked three Italian cruisers at Navarino Bay,
Greece, hitting one.

ASTATIC THEATER

1, After a four days' visit at Ramgarh General S5tilwell believes
that all major difficulties have been ironed cut. HRelaticns with the
Chinese are highly satisfactory, training is excellent, and the instructors
and troops are enthusiastic and working hard. Lo Cho Ying explained the
situation at length to the entire Command, and promised and ordered com-
plete cbedience and cooperation.

2. QOeneral Bissell reports that six heavy bombers from Kunming
attacked Wyltlyina Ustober 27. All of our bombers landed safely at Caloutta.




—

DECLABSIFIED
08D Letter, 5-3-78

3. On October 28, appraximately 55 Japansse bombers and fighters
attacked the ferry route sirfields in Assam. One enemy bomber and a
fighter were destroyed without loss of U. 5. aireraft; operation of

transports was not impaired.
Fighter reinforcements have arrived at the Assam airdromes,

_L. The War Department replied to Gensral Stilwell that it is
cooperating with the Treasury Department in an effort to find a molution
to his exchange problems; inth-mti-h:umthoriudtuumm
to make paymente in U. 5. currency where practicable.

PACTFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREAS

1. Oeneral MacArthur reports, for the 2l-hour period ending 1400,
GCT, October 28, that his ground forces in the Owen Stanley are are
steadily forcing the enemy back towards Alola (L miles south of Kokoda),
although precipitous country and heavy rainfall hamper cperaticms,

Enemy reinforcements are reported to be moving in from further east.
Allied aircraft bombed the Buka airdrome, burning cne bomber,

starting several fires, and destroying an ammnition dump. Nine

"flying fortresses", in a dewn attack on shipping at Rabaul, report hits

which set cnme vessel on fire and csused an explosion on an enemy warship.

2. In order to reduce the t:mh:nt civilian population of Hawaii
and to alleviate the labor shortage on the mainland, General Emmons was
directed so to plan the remainder of his constructiom werk that anginser
eivilian labor may be progressively released and sent home, without commit-
ment of additional engineer troops.

a4
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Saveral hostile airplanss were reported over Iceland Octcber 27,
including two JU-88's fired upon by antiaircraft installations and

intercepted unsuccessfully by our fighters.
AFRICAN-MIDDLE EASTEHRN THEATER

Qeneral Brereton reports that on October 27, ocur medium bomberas
supported the Allied offensive in the Middle East by bombing motor
transport, troop and tank concentrations, and landing grounds in the
forward areas; the dock area at Matruh also was hit. Our crews report
the destruction of three Oerman and four Italian fighters; four other
enamy fighter craft were probably destroyed. We lost one bomber.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREAS

\/ 1. In a dalayed summary, General MacArthur reports that on October
25 eight "flying fortresses" attacked Rabaul before daylight, sinking
& gunboat and & 5,000-ton ship, setting afire one medium cargo vessel
and dameging another. Installations ashore were alsc damaged, Other
bombers raided Kavieng, Koespang, and the enemy lines of commnication
from Kokoda to the northeast.

Darwin and Port Moresby were ralded by the Japanese; no damage
was sustained at either place.
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Letter, 5-3.79

2. Oeneral MacArthur's summary for October 26 was noted yesterday.

3. In his operations summary for the period 1LOO Octcber 26 to 1400,
GCT, October 27, General MacArthur reports that there was no material
change in the ground situation in New Ouinea. Six Australian aireraft,
in attacks at Las, set fire to three barges, silenced antiaircraft
positions and destroyed a fuel dump.
= The enemy again raided Darwin, causing minor damage to power
lines.
General MacArthur reported in detail the enemy naval dispositions
reconnoitered by his aircraft.

L. Oeneral Harmen reports that on October 2l a hostile airplane
sncountered northeast of Guadaleanal was shot down in flames., Air
reconnalssance missions from Espiritu Santo were continued.

- 5. Oeneral Harmon reports the location of enemy naval concentraticns
0 in the South Pacific disclosed by reconnaissance missions October 25,
"Flying fortresses™ on these missions shot down two enemy planes, possibly
damaging two more.
Twalve "flying fortresses" attacked an enemy naval task force
northeast of the southern Sclomon Islands. Our bombers dropped twanty-
three 500-lb. bomba; a heavy cruiser was hit and whem last seen was

burning fiercely.
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A Fooke-Wulf airplans was reported over Iceland, October 26.

AFRICAN-MITOLE EASTERN THEATER

Oeneral Maxwell reports that U. 5. fighter and bomber aireraft
actively supported operations on the desert, October 26, without casual-
ties. Thirty-one of our heavy bombers attacked an enemy convoy near
Tobruk scoring two direct hits on a 5000-ton tanker which was later
observed on fire from stem to stern. An attempted interception of this
mission by enemy fighters was repulsed, four of the hostile airecraft
being hit and probably destroyed. Our &5th Fighter Squadron shot domn
four Ttalian pursuit planes. g

The enemy was offering stiff resistance to the British advance in
the northern sector, and his air force is becoming more active.

ASTATIC THEATER

1. Oeneral Bissell submitted a detailed report on the Japanese
ltmmmhmm. In the October 25 attack five transports
were degtroyed on the ground and four damaged; six fighters nrn destroyed
and peven damaged. The damage to the air fields was quickly repaired.
Two fighters were damaged in the attacks on October 26 in which an enemy
reconnaissance airplane was shot down.
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Twelve medium bombers supported by nine pursuit aircraft success-
fully attacked docks, shipping and buildings in Fongkong, October 25, Ten
enemy fighters were shot down, plus five "probables". One of our bombers
is missing and one fighter was shot down in friendly territory. Shortly
after mldnight October 25-26, six medium bombers attacked the power house
at Hongkong.

On October 25 six pursuit airplanes from Kunming intercepted an
enemy force of twenty dive bombers and Zero fighters thirty miles north
of Mengtsz. Three enemy planes were shot down and four others were
probably destroyed,without loss to our forees, The Japanese abandoned
the raid,

Three medium bombers attacking an airdrome at Canton October 26,
caused many fires and heavy explosions. All our aircraft returned safely.

2. TUpon the recommendation of Oeneral Stilwell, .;?50 officers and 55
enlisted men are to be sent to his theater. BSome of them will supplement
the group now engaged in training Chinese troops now at Ramgarh, and
others will serve with units of the 30-Division plan. 25 officers and
the enlisted men will leave by air by December 15.

PACTFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREAS

1. Oeneral MacArthur's summary of operations in the Southwest
Pacific Area for the 2l-hour period ending 1L0O 00T, October 25, describes
the situation in the Kokoda area as generally unchanged with enemy positions
being subjected to effective mortar fire, Allied aircraft, while contimuing




DRCLABSIFIED
.0 Leiter, 6-3=-TH

to harass the enemy's lines of commnication in New Ouinea, made an
affective attack on the runways and disparsal areas of the airfield at
Lag. On Timor, the airfisld at Koepang and the town of D111 were also

attacked,
Darwin and Milne Bay were subjected to enemy air raids which
caused only minor damage.
£ Adr reconnaissance of the Buin-Falsi area disclosed the return
G of enemy naval vessels, October 26, bringing the total there to two
heavy cruisers, one light cruiser, seven destroyers, three probable sea-
plane tenders, and eleven mlscellanscus cargo ships.

2., Oeneral Emmons reports that on October 26 eight heavy bombers
of the second squadron of the 90th Group, left for the South Pacific. I
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Two enemy aircraft were reported over Iceland October 25.

General Maxwell reports that our air units were active over the
battle area in Egypt October 25, shooting down four ocut of seven enemy
alrcraft destroyed.

ASIATIC THEATER

General Bissell reports that in operations in Burma, October 21,
two fighter planes attacked Chinghkrangaka; results were unobserved,
Our airdromes in upper Assam were attacked twice on Qctober 263
no details are yet avallable. No CHAC aircraft were lost in the attack

Doctobar 25,

1. In his gperations summary for the period 1400 Cctober 23 to
1400 OCT, October 24, Ueneral MacArthur reports that the Buna area,
New Guinea, is strongly held by the enemy. In the Kokoda area our
forces continue their advance against strong enemy resistance, The
enemy on Ooodencugh Island is offering effective resistance against
our mopping-up expedition.

Four "flylng fortresses" attacked shipping in Rabaul harbor;
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one direct hit was secured on a large tanker or seaplans tender, setting
the vessel afire, Threa medium bombers attacking the alrfield at Lae
dﬂ_t-m:md two Japanese bombers, damaged two, and silenced an antiaircraft
position,

The entire Japanese naval force, with the exception of three
destroyers, left the Buin-Faisi lm during the night of Octeber 24.

2, QOensral Harmon reports that the USAT Coolidge struck a mine and
sank in twenty fathoms on October 26, near Espiritu Santoj perscnnel
losses were small. Action has been initiated by the War Department to
expedite replacement of lost equipment.

3. Reporting on ths Rickenbacker flight, General Emmons states
that bearings were furnished the bomber from Palmyra but mot from Canton
&s there was no direction-finder station at the latter island, The
radio equipment in the "flying fortress" was operating and thers was
no record of any elsctrical disturbances. After reporting himself lost
the pllot of Rickenbacker's aircraft received frequent bearings from
Palmyra untll 0052 Z October 22, as well as other messages from Canton,

The search continues but results are still negative.
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The submarine base at Kiska was again attacked on October 2l by
three "flying fortresses" which dropped forty-two 300-pound bombs;
results were uncbserved. No enemy aircraft were reported in the air
or on the water, but umisually heavy antiaireraft fire was encountered
by this flight.

_Oeneral Bonesteel reports the presence of several enemy reconnais-
sance aircraft over Iceland October 2L, including a JU-88 and a Focke
Wulf Condor. U. 5. pursuit craft intercepted the latter northeast of
Borganes. The Condor was shot down and its wreckage is being searched
for. Our aircraft returned safely.

AFRICAN-MIDDLE EASTERN THEATER

Sumnarising the desert offensive up to 1500 October 2l General
Maxwell states that an advance of about three miles through the enemy
defenses had been made on the north flank, The attack was preceded by
an intensive artillery preparation fired by B00 guns.

Oeneral Maxwell notes a striking absence of enemy air action
against the attacking ground forces. He reports the complets surprise
of the enemy, who had expected the thrust om the south instead of the
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north flank; the successful penetration of enemy defenses by British
armored divisions, well-trained and skilfully handled; and the absence
of major encounters between armored forces,

OQur airforce supported the offensive. During October 24 anti-
aircraft fire inflicted some damage on our airplanes, but only one

was forced down,

ASIATIC THEATER

General Bissell reports on air operations in the Asiatic Theater:

On October 19 six medium bombers cperating from Kunming successfully
bombed Tengchung, Burma;

On Qctober 25, about sixty Japanese bombers and fighters attacked the
Dinjan airdrome, which had only three minutes warning, Ome or two Allied
transports were shot down and eight others were damaged; several pursuit
airplanes were destroyed on the ground. Four enemy airplanes were shot

dowm,
P C AND T PAC

1. Admirals Nimitz and Halsey have sent massages to Jeneral MacArthur
expressing their appreciation for the effective suppert and assistance
which he has rendered to the operations in the South Pacific area. Admiral
Halsey asked him to continue to select his own target areas,

2, The day and night search for the Rickenbacker flight was continued
during October 24, Results up to nightfall on October 23 were negative,
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MESTERN HEMISPHERE

1. Kiska harbor and submarine base were attacked on Cctober 23 by
six heavy bombers, which dropped thirty-six 1000-pound bombs in the area,
obtaining a direct hit on the submarine shed. No interception was

.attempted by the enemy.

2, Some advanced Army units are now on Tanaga Island,

3. The Quartermaster General is shipping to Trinidad, Jamaica,
Antigua and Puertc Rico some dogs which have been trained for sentry
work.
EUROPEBAN THEATER

Enemy aircraft were again reported over Iceland on October 23. Ceneral
Eisenhower was informed of plans which are being made to reinforce the air
defenses of Iceland in order to curtail these reccnnalssance activitliea
and to cope with attacks or raids which may be made when the weather im-

proves next spring.

General Maxwell reports a successful attack on Maveme Airport,
Crete, by United States and British heavy bombers, October 22,




T

*

DECLASSIFIED
050 Letter, 6-3-74

EACIFIC AND SQUTHWEST PACIPIC AREAS

In his operations summary for the 24-hour period ending 1400, oCT,
October 23, General MacArthur reports two attacks on shipping in Rabaul
by "flying fortresses", which are believed to have sunk one cruiser,
one destroyer, and two merchant vessels, and to have damaged probably
8ix other merchantmen. Light bombers attacked enemy lines of communica-
tion in the Xokoda area. All of our airplanes returned, The Japanese
made an ineffective air attack on Milne Bay.

There is no further report of ground operations in New Guinea,

Aerial reconnaissances were made over the northern Solomons and
eastern New Guinea, no substantial change being observed in the enemy
shipping concentration in the Buin-Faisi area,
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EUROPEAN THEATER

Numerous hostile aircraft were reported ever Iceland em October 22,
Ne hits were made by our antiaircraft artillery ner centact by our

fighters.
AFRICAN-MIDDLE EASTERN THEATER

1. Oeneral Brereton reports that on October 22 eighteen American
medium bembers attacked ensmy landing fislds, direct hits being cbserved
en two aircraft. Eh-h-hrmllmuth-rmlt-rimmmimw
30 enemy fighters, ome of which was shot down by our fighter escort.
American fighters and fighter-hemhars also attacked enemy metor trans-
port aleng desert roads.

2. (Oeneral Maxwell reports that the British offensive in the
Western Desert began at 2200 October 23.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREAS

1. In his eperatiens susmary for the peried ending 1L0C GCT
October 22, Ceperal MacArthur reperts that the Japanese were ferced back
to the high ground north ef Eora Creek, where they are making a stand.
At the request eof Admiral Halsey, Awstralian Catalinas attacked shipping
in the Buin-Faiei area where serial reconnaissances disclesed a concen-
tration of seme LS enemy naval vessels.

Fhotegraphs made at Rabaul harber en the afterncon of Octeber 22
showad 26 large merchant ships as well as naval and ether craft.
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Three snemy bembers attacked Pert Meresby the evening of
Octeber 22; no damage resulted,

2. General Harmon submitted the follewing reports, delayed by

intensive eperatiens:

Det. Hl
8 Det. EEI
Oct, 16:

9 enemy grounded airplanes were attacked, many being
damaged.

Japanese naval gunfire and bembs had made the airfield
on Ouadaleanal unsuitable fer heavy bember operatiens;
enemy air and ground actien cemtimued there.

11 "flying fortresses" were dispatched to attack an
enemy force engaged in a landing operation 8 miles west
of the airfield en Cuadalcanal. When the bombers arrived
ene transpert was burning. 24,500 peunds of bombs were
dropped, pessibly damaging one carge ship and setting
afire one battleship er light cruiser and ene transport.
Our bembers were attacked by 18 to 20 Zere fighters; §
Zeros were destroyed, 3 probably destroyed and 3 known
damaged. All "flying fortresses", though badly damaged,
returned te Espiritu Sante. The airfield en Cuadalcanal
was being shelled by an enemy destroyer at the time of
this air action.

An aerial striking force drepped 22,000 pounds of bombs
on the Kelombona area (8 miles west of Cuadalcanal air-
field) starting large fires. Two hits were claimed en a

aERNER
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beached transport which the enemy was unleading. Of
ten enemy fighters which attacked our bombers two were
shot down.

Oct. 17¢ The Ouadaleanal airfield was still unsuitable for heavy
boember operatiens.

3. QOeneral Emmens reperted that the search fer Captain Rickenbacker
i during October 22 was unsuccessful. An erganized search by Army and
Navy aircraft centinued during Octeber 23.

. Oeneral Emmens was directed to dispatch the second squadren of
the 90th Bembardment Oroup (Heavy) te New Caledenia for temperary duty,
instead of Australia,
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Orders were issued directing the movement of the 38th Infantry
Division (Major Ceneral H, L. C. Jones) and the £38th Tank Deatroyer
Battalion from Camp Shelby, Mississippi, to the Amphibious Training
Center, Carabelle, Florida, for training. The 44lst Coast Artillery
Battalion (Antiaircraft—jutomatic Weapons) will move from Camp Stewart,
Georgla to Carabelle, Florida for the same purpose,

EURCPEAN THEATER

1, Two hostile airplanes were over Iceland on October 21,

2. Oeneral Spaats supplements his report on the air action of

October 21 with information that the 15 "flying fortresses" which
attacked the Lorient submarine base were angapged in combat with 3%
anamy fighter planes from the time they crossed the Channel until they
reached the vicinity of the target., Our bomber crews claimed the destruc-
ticn of nine enemy aircraft and the probable destruction of six others;
their claims of bomb hits in the target area were confirmed by photographs,

Allied fighter squadrons, which were to furnish escort protection
on this misalion,lost contact due to cloudy weather, failed to encounter

any hostile aircraft, and retumed to their bases,

SECRET
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attacks on Axis landing field installations in Egypt, October 20, in
which at least six enemy airplanes were destroyed. All of our air-
craft returned safely.

On October 21 American fighters and medium and heavy bombers were
active over the desert battle area, operating jointly with the RAF and

the South African Alr Force.

* 1. In his operations summary for the 24-hour period ending 1400,
GCT, October 21, General MacArthur reports that reconnaissance d:l.u-.
closed a considersble enemy naval force still present in the Buin-
Faisl area. Other shipping was observed off Kavieng, New Ireland,

On Cctober 18, nine "flying fortresses" bombed the dock area,
shipping, and an airdrome at Rabaul; one ship was hit and several
large fires were started. On October 21 Macbisse, Timor, and Gasmata,
New Eritain, were attacked by Allied bombers; a launch was sunk at
Gasmata,

The enemy was forced out of his prepared positions north of
Templeton's Crossing (Eora Creek, New Guinea) by a flank attack after
hard fighting on the morning of October 21,

2. General Emmons reports that the "flying fortress" carrying
Captain Rickenbacker from Hawaii to Canton went down at sea shortly
after midnight October 21/22, 0CT, after losing its way, All airplanes
and surface vessels at Canton Island are searching for it, and addi-
tional aircraft are being sent in to assist.

i N
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WESTERN HEMTSPHERE

Directives were isspued for the movement of the Bth Motorized
Division from Fort Jackson, South Carolina to Fort Leonard Wood,
Missourl, for permanent change of station.

EUROFEAN THEATER

1. An enemy Focke-Wulf Condor reconnoitered Iceland on October
20. It waa attacked by our antiaircraft batteriea, but the result of
the r:lm_n is unknown.

2. Ceneral Spaatz reports that at noon, October 21, nine of his
"flying fortresses" attacked the Cherbourg Maupertuis Airdrome;
eighteen "flying fortresses" attacked the submarine base at Lorient
at the same time. Adverse weather prevented manmy other bombera from
reaching these targets., The attacks were supported by U. 5, and
British fighter squadrons. Enemy opposition was encountered at Lorient

and three of our bombers failed to return.

FACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREAS

1., Oeneral Harmon reports that on October 19 attacks were made
by his aireraft on the En_ktt-l seaplane base, on enemy supplies at Tassa-
farenga (north end of Ouadaleanal), and on an enemy destroyer. Three
enemy airplanes were shot down.
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2. The lst Battalion, 1L,7th Infantry, with Ordnance, Finance,
Quartermaster, Signal, and Engineer detachments left Tongatabu for
Ndeni, Santa Cruz Islands, on October 20, A battery of field artillery
left New Caledonia for the same destination on October 15,
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Orders have been issued for the movement from Fort Leonard Wood,
Missouri, to Camp Young, California, of the &6th Motorized Divislon and

606th Tank Destroyer Battalion, for desert training.

EUROFEAN THEATER

Several hostile and unidentified aircraft were reported over
Iceland on October 19. One enemy airplane was reported as following
a ship a few miles off the east coast.

AFRICAN-MIDDLE EASTERN THEATER

Oeneral Brereton reports that on October 19, 11 of his medium
bombers, cooperating with the RAF, attacked an enemy landing field in
Egypt. Tobruk harbor was raided by five American heavy bombers, which

segured direct hits on two merchant wessels. All aircraft returmed

safely.

ASIATIC THEATER

Oeneral Bissell reports a raid on the railroad north of Myitkyina
by two American fighter airplanes from Dinjan, October 17, and the
successful interception on October 19 of a Japanese twin-engine airplane

over Dinjan.
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1, The 17th Pursuit Squadron has been cited in War Department
Orders for its performance in action. After its equipment was wirtually
destroyed in the Philippines, this unit was evacuated by air to Java
where it received new equipment and relatively greem pilots, rendering
gallant service during Jaruary and February in the defense of Java.

2, Becently General Emmons reported a shortage of certain staple
foods available to the civilians in Hewaii, This was caused in part by
the large food purchases made by the Services from local wholasale
dealers, and by the patrenage of restaurants by Service parsonnel while
on leave in Honolulu. Besf is particularly shert. Oeneral Emmens
requesated that the Federsl Surplus Commodities Corporation be permitted
to purchase staple foods for Hswaiisn civilian use from the allotment
oot aside for the armed forces.

The War Department replisd that as the alletment of food to
the armed forces is barely adequate to meet their own requirements, it
carnot be diverted to supply civilisns. However, the Army is willing
to assist General Emmons im obtaining supplies for civilians through
its procurement agencies, The lWar Department suggested that civilian
beal consumption be rationed, and military personnel enjoined to refrain
from consuming civilian suppliss.
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l. Four of Oeneral Butler's heavy bombers at 0115 GCT on October 19
again successfully bombed the camp area at Kiska and the cargo vessel
aground in Trout Lagoon. Twelve tons of bombs were dropped. A heavy
explosion, thought to be the gascline stores there, resulted. No enemy
aireraft were encountered.

Tanagas Island was reconncitered by Army troope landed by a
flying boat on October 17.

2. OGeneral Arnold congratulated the Alaskan Defense Command upon
its success in destroying two Japanese destrovers by the low-altitude
"gld p-bombing" t.enlmiqunr.

EUROFEAN THEATER

1. Several hostile bombers and reconnalssance airplanes were over
Iceland, October 18. One of our fighters collided with a German airplane
which escaped. Another enemy airplane over Jan Mayen was fired on by the
Korwaglans.

2. General Spaatz reports that on October 19 an enemy airplane
attacked the Hardwick airdrome, destroying several small buildings and
damaging other buildings and one of our aircraft.
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AFRICAN-MIDDLE EASTERN THEATER

Oeneral Maxwell was informed of the designation of General Elmer
E, Adler as head of the U, 8. contingent of a Combinad British - U. 8.
mission which will go to Russia to discusa future operations.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREAS

1, Ceneral Harmon reports that an RNZAF fighter squadron is due
to arrive at Tongatabu about October 26 and will take over the equipment
and airplanes of the 68th Squadron, AAF, which will move to New Caledonia.
He also reports that a reinforced New Zealand brigade will
arrive in New Caledonia early in Novembar.

2. General MacApthur reports for the 2li-hour pericd ending 1400,
0CT, October 18 that four heavy bombardment missions against enemy ship—
ping and airdromes in the Tonclei-Faisl area were carrled out early on
October 18. One, and possibly two more, heavy cruisers wére damaged by
1000-pound bombs, at least seven enemy seaplanes were damaged, and a
500=ton vessel was set afire. Other air attacks were made on shipping
and ground targets near Ooodencugh Island, and the Bismarcks. In the
Admiralty Islands a ship, probably a weather-reporting vessel, was set
afire, .

In New Guinea, Allied ground forces continued to make progress
in gpite of enemy counterattacks.

The positions of six cruisers, twenty-two destroyers, and other
enemy shipping were reported as a result of air reconnailssances of the
Sclomons, the Bismarck Archipelago, and the Admiralty Islands.
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1, Oeneral Butler reporta that five of our medium bombere attacked
two Japanese destroyers northeast of Kiska, October 16. Both destroyers
were set afire, one being abandoned by its crew.

On October 17 excellent visibility permitted air reconnaissance
of the entire area around the cuter Aleutian Islands of Kiska, Amchitka,
Segula, Buldir, Agattu, Attu and the Semichis but no trace of these two
Japanese destroyers could be found; there is no doubt that they were sunk.

The camp area on Kiska Island and the freighter, beached in Trout
Lagoon there, were again bombed on October 17.

2. Orders were lssued transferring to Camp Hale, Colorade, the
headquarters of the Mountain Training Center; four fleld artillery
battalions (pack howitzer)$ one engineer battalion (mountain); and other
troops as the nucleus of an authorized "mountain division."

EURCPEAN THEATER

Two enemy airplanes reconnoitered Iceland, October 17.
AFRICAN-MIDOLE EASTERN THEATER

Oeneral Maxwell reports that, in an attempted heavy bomber attack
by combined American and British air units against two enemy merchant
ships at Benghasi on October 15, the weather caused all the bombers except
eight from our First Provisicnal Group to turn back. The eight U, S.

BN
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aircraft reached the target and dropped their bombs, but were unable to
cbserve the results.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREAS

1, OGeneral MacArthur in his operations summary for October 17 reports:
The enemy was forced to withdraw from the nerth bank of Eora
Creek (nerth of Myola) and, by evening, Allied forward elements had made
some progress northward. Airdromes at Buka and Buin, the airfield at
Rabaul, and the Salamaua area wers subjected to attack by Allied bombers.
Adr reconnaissances were continued and the location of enemy naval vessels

reported.

2. In ocrder to strengthen our air striking-power in the South Panﬂ“ic\\
immediately the following movements of air units were ordered:

1, a. 90th Heayy Bombardment Oroup to move from Hawaii to the
Southwest Pacific; airplanes to fly, ground echelon teo
move by water. These movements toc be effected as corres-
ponding elements of:

b. 30Tth Heavy Bombardment Group, to be diverted from ship-
mants to the UK, move to Hawaii,
2, A sguadron of fighter airplanes from Hawaii and a squadron
of fighter airplanes from Christmas Island to move to Hew
Caledonia by water, arriving early in November,

3. The 33rd Troop Carrier Squadron, en route to the Southwest
Pacific, to be temporarily diverted to New Caledonia for the

pericd nt the present emergency.
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The 19th Heavy Bombardment Oroup which has participated contimuously \\
in combat activity will be relieved by the 90th Oroup after the latter
arrives in the Scuthwest Pacific and when the tactical situation permits,
The 19th Group will return to Hawaii and eventually tc the mainland,

rl






=

R

SreRE.

e PECLASSIFIED
- 08D Letter, 5-3-73

1, Gensral Butler reports that on October 15 his aircraft made
& low-altitude bombing attack on the cargo ship in Certrude Cove
(Kiska) which has previously been attacked unsuccessfully; the ship
was set afire and was still burning several hours later. Attu was
found to be still unoccupled; the camp at Kiska was again bombed,
One of our bombers was lost by antiaircraft fire,

2, Our Military Attache' in Mexico City reports that Ceneral
Lazaro Cardenas has accepted the Secretary of War's invitation to
visit Weshington and will set the date as soon as his duties permit,

3 mﬂ-nnﬂhrudmﬂnmta!ﬂn%thmmry
Division from Fort Custer, Michigan, to Camp Phillips, Kansas.

EUROPEAN THEATER

An enemy Focke-Wulf over Iceland on October 16 was unsuccessfully
engaged by an RAF airplane,

ASIATIC THEATER

General Bissell reports that on October 14 two of his fighters
from Dinjan attacked enemy barracks at Lonkin, and that on October 15,
his aircraft operating from Kunming successfully bombed the airdrome
8t Lashio. The entire southwest section of the town was also set
ablage, the fire being visible for forty miles. All our aircraft re-
turned safely.

L
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1. By decision of the Joint Chiefs of Staff General Emmons was
directed to dispatch to New Caledonis by water one squadron of 25
fighter airplanss; & ship is being furnished which can deliver them
at Noumea about November 12. Pllots and key maintenance perscnnel
l will move by air,

General Emmons was also directed to send without delay a
heavy bombardment squadron of the 90th Oroup to Australia where it
% will reinforce the 19th Bombardment Croup until the tactical situstion
permits the relief of the latter for return to the U, 5. as already
ordeared,

2, General MscArthur's air reconnaissance misslons, as reported
for the 24-hour pericd ending 1400, GCT, October 16, provide the
- following data as to Japanese naval strength and dispoaitions in the

|
ﬁ Southwest Pacific Area during the morning of October 16

| : Battle- Adircraft Crulsers Cargo Seaplana
Il s ship Carrier H L Destroyer Vessel Tender
i Buin-Faisi Area 3= 24 3 5 10 15 1
£ Approaching Buin 1# 1
E Eieta (Course SE) 1 1 2 2
Buka Passage
(Course South) 2 &
New Hanover
{ (Course SE) 1s 1 2
]
| Rabaul (In addi-
tion to 18
vessels in Harbor) 1 1 2 1

# Tentatively identified but not confirmed as ships of the classes

| indicated.
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Our ground forces were endeavoring to force crossings over
Eora Creek (north of Myola); Allled alrcraft continued to harass posi-
. ticns in the enemy's rear. Three Australian bombers attacked a town
on Timor, demolishing buildings and starting large fires,

| 3. Generals Emmons and MacArthur were informed of Captain

' Edward V. Rickenbacker's impending visit to Army Air Force stations

g in the Pacific and Southwest Pacific Areas in the capacity of special
consultant to the Secretary of War. No publicity concerning this
mission is to be released.
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l, QCensral Butler reports that on October 14 an attacking force of
bombers and fighters attacked Kiska by daylight. A fuel or ammunition
dump was exploded, many fires were started and the three remaining
Japanese float-planes anchored in the harbor were destroyed. No enemy
alrcraft appearsed in the air.

2., Orders ware issusd for the movement of the 3rd Armored Division
and the 703rd Tank Destroyer Battalion from Camp Young, California, to

Camp Pickett, Virginia,

EUROPEAN THEATER

1. Oenersl Spaats reported that 50 U, S, pursuit aireraft partici-
pated in a British bombing attack on the docks at Le Havre; October 15.
No enemy aircraft were-encountered, and all our fighters retumed.

2, (Oeneral Bonesteel reported that U. 5. ground troops in Iceland
fired on an eremy Focke Wulf, October 15, .

3. QCeneral Bradley was informed of Mr, Willkie's appreciation of
the efficlent manner in which U. 8. §. R. handled the details of his trip
through thelr country,
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COeneral Maxwell reported that U, 5. and British fighters intercepted
a heavily escorted Stuka raid in Egypt October 14, The Stukas turned and
fled; two enemy airplanes were shot dowi by our pilots., Ome of our air-

planes is missing,

l. In his operations summary for October 12 and 13, Gensral Harmon
reports that in the October 12 attack from Cuadalcanal at least ten
grounded fighters on the airdrome were destroyed by bombing, The Japanese
were completely surprised. Ome Zero was destroyed in the air,

On October 13, "flying fortressea" again bombed Buka airdrome
and also the harbor at Tonolel where & cargo ship was hit, Out of
twenty-six Zerce intercepting these missions, six were destroyed. Our
bombers landed at Guadalcanal,

That night, the enemy shelled and bombed Guadaleanal, killing
four crew members and damaging two of our "flying fortressesn,

2, In his operations summary for the 24-hour period ending 1400,
GCT, October 15, Oenersl MacArthur reports the presence of increased
numbers of enemy fighter planes based at Buka.
Allied patrols penetrated to within two miles of Mubo, near
Salamaua (New Guinea), October 13. No further advance is reported in
the Myola area; our light bombers and fighters attacked the ememy rear
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imstallations. A "flying fortress" attacked an enemy light crulser
southwest of Falsi (Solomons), and it is believed that the vessel was

damaged, Australian bombers attacked Aileu (South of Dilli) s Timor,

3. Oeneral MacArthur was informed that, acting upon his recommenda-
tion, the State Department has notified the Government of Portugal that
the U. 5. Government considers it most important that everything possible
be done to maintain the Portuguese administration and sovereignty in
Timor.

4., Generals Kenney and Emmons were notified that the 90th Heavy
Bombardment Group from Hawaii will relieve the 19th Group in Australia
when the tactical situation permits; the latter group has participated
continuously in combat activity since the ocutbreak of the war,
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Oeneral Butler reports that the airfield at Adak is now suitable
for use by medium bombera.

EUROFEAN THEATER

Two U. 8. pursuit aircraft intercepted an enemy Focke Wulf Kurier
over Iceland October 1l. The enemy airplane {inally escaped in the
clouds after its rear turret was silenced by fire from our aircraft.

A large unidmt-:l_.!‘hdbuﬁor was also sighted over Iceland the same day.

AFRICAN-MIDDLE EASTERN THEATER

1. General Brereton reports that three "flying fortresses" of
the First Provisional Oroup attacked shipping in Tobruk Harbor, October
13; two direct hits were scored on a large merchant vessel, and one
direct hit demolished a lighter moored alongside. One Italian fighter,
which attempted to intercept the mission, was probably destroyed and
one of our aircraft was slightly damaged,

2. The Services of Supply notified the Persian Oulf Service Command
that the following airplanes are scheduled for shipment to Basra during

the remainder of 1942 for delivery to Fussia:

Medium Bombers Light Bombers Fighters
F-39  P=l0
2l6 270

By air ferry 10 269
By water 28
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PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST FACIFIC AREAS

1. The Secretary of War designated General Emmons a Military
Commander pursuant to muthority contained in Executiwve Order No. 9056
of 19 February.

2. The 164th Infantry arrived at Ouadalcanal on the morning of
October 13, having been transferred from New Caledonia.

3. In his operations summary for the period 1400 October 12 to
1400, GCT, Octcber 13, General MacArthur reports a large ship concen-
tration in the Buin-Faisl area and additional shipping in the viecinity
of Buka, At Kavieng, New Ireland,there was intense action at the air-
drome and wharves. IH11i (Timor) harbor has been mined by the enemy.

Mlied forward unite foreed the enemy back one mile in the
Mycla area, cur aireraft attacking the enemy's rear installaticns,

On request of Admiral Ghormley, airdromes at Buka and Rabaul
were bombed as a measure of cooperation with his reinforcement of
Ouadalcanal. More than 30 tons were dropped, with effest reported on
buildings and grounded airecraft.

L. For the period ending 100, 0CT, October 1l, General MacArthur
reporta that some of the enemy ships left the Buin-Faisi area during
the night of October 13-1L.

Our aircraft bombed Lae airdrome. Other aircraft bombed

enemy positlons on Goodencugh Island,
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Allied forward elements continued to make progress against the
enemy beyond Myola,

5. BReplying to a report from Oeneral MacArthur's Services of
Supply concerning the crew of the S5 "John Jay", the War Department
affirmed his disciplinary autherity over recaleitrant civilian crews,
citing a Supreme Court ruling that persistent and deliberate refusal of
seaman to perform duties incident to preparing a ship for departure
constitutes revolt or mutiny within the meaning of U. 5. laws, viclence
not being a necessary part of the crime, Offenses of this naturs,
committed on vessels of either American or foreign registry operating
in conjunction with military or naval cperations, may be tried. by a
military tribunal of the United States. As our forces serving overseas
carry with them the power to repress all interference with the accom-
plishment of their uiu;mm. it is the duty of military commanders to
take appropriate action when incidents arise prejudiclal teo the success
of the war effort.
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WESTERN HEMISFHERE

l. Orders were issued for the movement of the Lth Armored
Dvision from Pine Camp, New York to the Desert Training Center,
Camp Young, Californiaj for the transfer of Headgquarters, II Armored
Corps from Camp Young, California to San Jose, Californiay and for
the transfer of Headquarters, VII Corps from San Jose, California
to Jacksonville, Florida.

2. The 73rd Field Artillery Brigade left Camp Sutton, North
Carclina, for Camp Hlanding, Florida, for permanent change of
station,

EUROFEAN THEATER

Four enemy alrplanes were sighted over Iceland October 13:
a four-motored Focke Wulf patrel bomber; a Junkers-38, fired upon
by our antiaircraft installations at Hvalfjord; a Condor which
dropped two bombs on the north coast; and ancther bi-motored enemy
aireraft.
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE
WESTERN HEMISPHERE

1. Oeneral Butler reports that six heavy bombers attacked shipping
and the camp at Kiska Harbor October 11; the resulting damage is unknown.

2, Orders were issued for the movement from Fort Sam Houston, Texas
to Camp McCoy, Wisconsin, of the 2d Infantry Mvision.

EUROPEAN THEATER

U, 8, troops at Vattarnes (Iceland) engaged a Focke Wulf with 50
ealiber antiaircraft fire October 12; the results are unkmown.

AFRICAN-MIDDLE EASTERN THEATER

Oeneral Maxwell reports that American "flying fortresses" attacked
the harbor at Tobruk October 13. Probable hits and several near misses
were scored on 4 ship in the harbor. Two of our bombers were slightly
damaged by antiaircraft fire but no casualties were suffered; all of
our airplanes returned safely,

ASTIATIC THEATER

Announcing Mr. Willkie's departure from Russian territory on
October 12, General Bradley reports that the Soviets would like to

receive comments on their arrangements for this trip.
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PACIFIC AND SQUTHWEST PACIFIC AREAS

For the 2l-hour peried ending 1L0O, OCT, October 12, General
MacArthur reports that Allled ground forces are making some progress
againgt what appears to be a hostile defensive position a mile or so
beyond Myola (Jjust northeast of the crest of the Owen Stanley Range
in New Ouinea), Bombers and fighter aireraft attacked enemy ground
installations between this position and the northeast coast.

A hostile naval force of 3 light cruisers, & destroyers and another
ship left the Buin-Faisi area (Solomons) during the night of October 11-12.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

Hostile airplanes appeared over Iceland on October 10 and 12; on
October 12 our antiaireraft batteries fired on two of them.

AFRICAN-MIDOLE EASTERN THEATER

Operations reported by Genmeral Maxwell for October 11 include a
succesaful lt-ﬁuk on an Axis convoy 30 miles southweat of Crete by 17
of our heavy bombers. One large merchant vessel, hit twice by 1,000-1b.
bombe, was left afire and sinking, Near misses were scored on a
second large freighter,

Three enemy aircraft attempting to intercept this mission were
shot down, Our bombers sustained minor damage, tut all returned safely
with no casualties.

. ASIATIC THEATER

General Stilwell was directed to arrange air transportation from
India to China for Dr. Soong and his party who will arrive at Karachi
about October 21. BSecrecy is to be maintained.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREAS

1. Included in General MacArthur's operations report for the
period 1L0OO Ogtober 10 to 1LOO October 11, GCT, was the bombing, in
St. George's Channel (between New Ireland and New Britain), of an enemy



converted seaplane tender carrying 12 aircraft on deck. When last seen
by the RAAF crew who performed the mission the vessel was smoking amid-
ships, with a deetroyer standing by. Our patrols report enemy contacts
two miles northeast of Myola in the Owen-Stanley Range.

Routine air reconnaissances were maintained,

2, GCeneral Harmon's operations reports for October 7 to 10 mention
repeated aerial reconnalssances conducted from Espiritu Santo and Ouadal-
£LT ;

One "flying fortress" shot down one of two Zero fipghters which
attacked it on October 9, Enemy inatallations between Point Cruz and
West Cape on Guadalcanal, were attacked by our fighter airplanes.

3. Oeneral Harmon announced that on October 15 he will assume full
comand of Army forces in the South Facific Area in compliance with his
directive. Administrative and supply control will be exercised from
Auckland.

WESTERN HEMISPHERE

Orders were issued for the movement of the 36th Infantry Division
and the 636th Tank Destroyer Battalion from Camp Edwards, Massachusetts
to Indiantown Gap, Pennsylvania,
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

1. On October § seventeen of our heavy bombers, in eix attacks,
dropped over 26 tons of explosives on the Japanese camps and shipping
on Kiska Island; possible hits were cbtained on a small freighter at
Kiska. Fighters escorting the bombers contributed by attacking ground
targets also. MNo hostile aircraft were encountered. All airplanes
returned safely, although four bombers and two fighters were damaged
by anti-aircraft fire,

Reconnaissances detected no activity on Attu, Agattu and
Amchitka.

On October 10 the camp arsa at Kiska was again attacked with
incendiaries, this time from 100 feet altitude. Large fires were
startad.

2. The Army Oround Forces issued a directive for the organization
at Fort Ord, California, of the lst Battalion, 2d Filipino Regiment.,
The lst Filipino Regiment cannot accommodate all of the Filipinos who
are being inducted,

-

EUROFEAN THEATER

The War Department suggested to Oeneral Eisenhower that he take
up with the Admiralty the matter of local Naval defense forces for
Iceland recommended by Oeneral Bonesteel, the British having agreed

to assume this responsibility.

—
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AFRICAN-MIDDLE EASTERN THEATER

General Maywell reports a bombing attack on the mole and shipping
at Benghasi Harbor by twelve of his heavy bombers at noon on October 9.
The attack was repeated on October 10 at 1230, LS - 1,000 1b, bombs
being dropped in the dock area. Despite heavy, accurate anti-aireraft
fire, no losses were incurred and damage to cur aircraft was negligible.

ASTATIC THEATER

Qeneral Stilwell states that troops in China are being paid in
U. §, currency and Treasury checks, as transfers of personnel are fre-
quent and Chinese currency is worthless ocutside of China. Currency
paymente in China, which are held to a minimum, do not exceed 35,000
per month; this amount has no effect on the open market exchange. All
important contracts for services and construction are paid in Chinese

MmOney .
PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREAS

1., In his operations summary for the perdied 1L00 October 9 to
1400, GCT, October 10, General MacArthur reports that our bombers
repeated their heavy raid on Habaul. Incendiaries were used to create
guiding fires and 21 "flying fortresses" then dropped more than thirty-
five tons of bombs on the town and on Lakunai airdrome. Intense anti-
airecraft fire was received., Our aireraft also harassed the enemy in New
Ouinea, and attacked Dilli (Timor). Aerial reconnaissances were maintained,

g
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2. The War Department informed General MacArthur that the British
authorities have approved the EFM (fixed text) cable and radic message
service for American troops throughout the British Empire, The univer-
sal rate is 2/6 for messages originating outside of the US, and 60¢ for
messapges from the US,

3. The War Department notified General Emmons that the Department
of Justice has decided to postpone indefinitely the proposed investi-
gation of the Hawaiilan Pineapple Canners' industry,
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Osneral Butler reporte that our bombers and fighters twice attacked
Kiska, October 8, striking at Oertrude Cove and Kiska harbor, and anti-
aireraft positions and other ground installations, Our aircraft sus-

tained minor damage from antiaircraft fire; no enemy airplanes were
encountered and all of our force returmed to ite base.

EURCFEAN THEATER

An RAF sirplans, marmed by Norwegians, attacked and damaged an
enemy flying boat southeast of Iceland om Octcber 9. COther unidentified
alreraft appeared over the island during the day.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AHEAS

l. In his operations summary for the period 1400 October 8 to
1400 Dctober 9, GCT, General Machrthur reports that Rabaul was heavily
attacked by the Allied air foree on October 9. Beacon fires were started
by Australian seaplanes preliminary to a dawn attack by 30 U. S. "flying
fortresses". Our bombers dropped over 53 tons of demolition bombs and
many incendiary clusters on the Japanese military camp, fuel dumps and
storehouses. The resulting fires were visible for 80 miles. Lae was
also attacked by a force of medium bombers, an explosives dump being
destroyed. DBuka airdrome was bombed by Australian aireraft,
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Twe of three Zeros intercepting a "flying fortress"” on recon-
naissance were shot down with some resultant damage to our beomber.

*In the Owen Stanley Range, Allied forward patrols regained
contact with the enemy north of Myola. Aerial reconnaissances were
conducted over the Sclomons, the Bismarck Archipelago and New Guinea.

2. QOeneral MacArthur transmits & report received from a reliable
source that, on October 1, Dutch Timor natives attacked Portuguese troops
near Di1141, causing some 25 casualties. This may result in concentration
or expulsion of Portuguese officials by the Japansse, Ceneral MacArthur
suggests that Lisbon be urged to maintain its administration and sovereignty
on the island. ‘

3. Oeneral Harmon reporte that he has provisionally established a
service command for the South Pacific Area at Auckland, New Zealand,
under the command of Brigadier General Robert 0. Oreena.
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Heavy anti-aircraft fire and fighter opposition wounded 13 of our
personnel and caused some damage to cur aircraft. Our bomber crews

claim 56 enemy aircraft destroyed, 25 probably destroyed, and 20 damaged.

Three of our heavy bombers are missing; & fourth crashed in the channel,
tut the crew was rescued.

Three of our Esgle pursuit squadrons accompanied an RAF wing on a
diversion sweep over the continent during the main bombing attack with-
out encountering the enemy. ;

AFRICAN-MITIILE EASTERN THEATER

General Maxwell reportes that at dusk, October 7, our heavy bombers
attacked shipping in Suda Bay. Five hits and seven near misses were
claimed on a loaded tanker which is beliewved to have been destroyed.

ASTATIC THEATER

General Bradley reports that Mr, Willlde landed at Chita October 9 /

and 1s expected to arrive in Yakutsk today.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREAS

In his operations summary for the peried 1400 October 7 to 1LOO,
0CT, October 8, Oeneral MacArthur reports that amerial recormaissance
disclosed 3 heavy cruisers, 3 light cruisers, 18 destroyers or patrol
boats, 1 tanker, 13 cargo vessels, 2 submarines, and 1 seaplane tender
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The Commanding Cenerals of all defense commands, theaters and bases
were informed that, because of the depletion of trained cadre personnel in
units in the U. 5., & procedure is tc be instltuted whereby cadres will
be furnished from overseas units; these will be replaced by fillers. Air
Force cadres will continue to be furnished as now prescribed.

A hostile bomber and two unidentified planes wera reported over

Iceland, October 7,

Ganeral Fitzgerald reports that the first flight of six American
fighters assembled by American labor at Takoradl departed from Accra for

Cairo on October 8.

ASIATIC THEATER

1. Ceneral Bissell reports air attacks October 1, 2, 3 and 6 against
Japanese-cccupied towns and installations alcong the Burma foad, in

Western Yunnan Province and in Eastern Burma.

2., Oeneral Sterligov infermed General Bradley that ten light bombers
arrived at Seimchan on Qctober 6, and that 5talin had approved direct con-

tact between the two officers.




fPALARRIFIER
__. Letter, 5-3-T2

1. In his operations report for October 7, General MacArthur reports
an Allied alr sttack on buildings and villages on Ooodenough Island. Air
reconnaissance of the Solomons and Bismarcks was repeated,

2. The War Department approved a priority schedule and system of
priority marking for shipment of supplies and equipment to the South
Pacific Area. Under PA™ priorities are included finished equipment,
weapons, ammunition and fuel for the armed forces; under WE" are included
tools and materials for producing such items locally; under "C" are re-
quirements for the civilian population,
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DECLASSTPIER
*-ttap, 5-3-78

WESTERN HEMISPHERE

1, Ceneral Butler reports that an aerial reconnaissance on Cectobar
& of Attu and Agattu revealed no sign of enemy occupation.

Nine bombers, escorted by 18 fighters, attacked Kiska from Adak
on October 6. 0L demolition bombs were dropped on installations and
shipping at Kiska and on the camp and on a large freighter in Certrude
Cove. A large ship at Kiska was set afire. MAs no enemy aircraft were
in the air, our fighters attacked the harbor area, damaging two enemy
airplanes. All our planes returned to their base,

2. BHeadquarters of the Amphibicus Training Command and the 75th
Composite Infantry Training Battalion left Camp Edwards, Massachusetts,
for Carrabells, Florida, Training of divisions in amphibiocus operations
will now be conducted at this station where weather conditions are more

suitable than in New England.

AFRICAN-MIDDOLE EASTERN THEATER

Oeneral Maowell reports that the $th Air Force, while attacking
‘shipping at Benghasi, October &, met strong enemy fighter opposition and
heavy, accurate antiaircraft fire. One of our airplanes is missing and
two were forced down behind our omm lines. The enemy is becoming most
senaitive to bombing attacks on rear installations and is apparently
concentrating his fighter cover cver those areas.
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LRECLASSITIED
0 Levter, 5-3-78

ASTATIC THEATER

1. QCeneral Stilwell reported that there are about 3000 Chinese
infantry and about 6000 artillery at Ramgarh, The War Department
authorized him to suspend the air transport of strategic materials from
China as is necessary to provide for transfer of other Chinese troops
to India,

2. OGeneral Bradley reports an unannounced meeting with Stalin
in which the latter declared his desire to keep open the Siberian ferry
route, He has authoriszed Oeneral Bradley to deal directly with respon-
gible officials, by-passing intermediardies.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREAS

1. Orders were issued for the movemesnt from Fort Bragg, Nerth
Carclina, to Australia of the 3d Battalion, 503d Parachute Infantry
regiment. This 1s the second of two such battalions being semt to that

theater.

2. In his cperations report for October L, 5, and 6 General Harmon
includes the results of reconnaissance missions conducted from Espiritu
Santo and Ouadalcanal Islands, No land fighting was reported. Om
October l, while operating in difficult weather, cne of sewven "flying
fortresses" succeeded in attacking its objective, the airfield at PBuka.
The harbor at Gigo and Japanese installations on Guadalcanal were later
attacked, tut results were undetermined.

SR,
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PEOLASEIFIED
88D Lettor, F-2-72

3. Oeneral MacArthur, in his operations summary for the 2l-hour
period ending 14,00 GCT October &, reports the occupation by Allied forces
of Kagi (12 miles scuthwest of Kokoda), New Cuinea, The forward elements
of our ground forces have advanced to the vicinity of Myola (between
Kagi and Kokoda). An Allied airbornme force was landed at Wanigela
Mission, Collingwood Bay, on the northeast coast of New Cuinea.

Allied aircraft bombed airdromes at Buka and Buin (Sclomons)
causing a large fire and explosion at the latter place, and made an
unsuccessful attack on oil tanks at Boela, Ceram,

Positions of enemy shipping were reported from aerial reconnals-
sances of the Solemons and Bismarcks.

L. OGeneral Emmons has been granted authority to start ths evacuation
from Hawaii to the mainland of Japanese aliens and citizens of Japanese
extraction, Relocation centers are located in Califernia, Arizona, Idahe,
Utah, Wyoming, Colorado, and Arkansas. Each shipment is limited to 1500
persons, and the total movement will be limited to 3000 unless L months'
notice is given; the overall limit is 15,000,
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{OLASSIFIED
el Letior, .

1, The Commanding Oenerals, Eastern, Socuthern, and Western Defense
Commands, were directed to salvage certain cbsolete harbor defense arma-
ment; the tubes will be turned over to the Chief of Ordnance for possible
future use and the carriages and ammunition will be disposed of as secrap.
In the Eastern Defense Command there are &5 pleces, in the Scuthern
Defense Command there are 6 pieces, and in the Western Defense Command
2L pleces, all of 10" and 12" caliber except one 3" piece,

In addition, eight B" disappearing-carriage guns will be
transferred from Fort McKinley (Portland, Maine) to the Cuban Government,
under Lend-Lease procadura,

2. Kiska was successfully attacked on October 3 by six heavy
bombers escorted by 12 fighters. Six Japanese fighters were shot down
without loss of any American airplanes.

1. A Oerman Condor airplane was fired on at Vattarnes, Iceland,
on October 5.

2., Oeneral Eisenhower was notlfied of the approaching vieit to
the United Kingdem of Mrs. Hobby, Director of the Wemen's Army Auxiliary
Corps.
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AFRICAN-MITDLE EASTERN THEATER

Oenaral Brereton reporte that 17 heavy bombers of the 78th Bombard-
mant Oroup made the second attack in L8 hours on Axis shipping in Navarino
Bay, Oreece., Of five Axis fighters which intercepted the formation, four
were destroyed. One of our heavy bombers failed to return,

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREAS

General Machrthur's operations report for the 2L-hour period
ending 1L0O GCT October 5, states that the Allied main body in New Guinea
is moving north; its patrols advancing from Efogi and Myola still have
not gained contact with hostile forces. MAir cperations included an attack
in which 11 "flying fortresses" bombed airdromes near Habaul at the
request of Admiral Ghormley. Our bombers alse attacked enemy installations
in the vieinity o.fl Sanananda Village, two convoys, and Buna airdrome. In
these attacks, seven enemy fighters intercepting our formations were
probably destroyed; two of our bombers are missing and seven were damaged.
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1. Orders have been issued by the Servicea of Supply tranaferring
Headquarters, Eighth Service Command from San Antonio, Texas, to Dallas,
Texas, effective about November 15.

2, An undetermined number of Japanese planes dropped ones large and
elght small bombs on Adak, October 4, but missed the camp area,

3. The Commanding General, Caribbean Defense Command, was instructed
to alert the 501st Parachute Battalion (less one rifle company) for
movement to Australia in the near future,

4. (Oeneral Eradley reports that an official Soviet request for
the opening of the Alaska-8iberia ferry route was presented on October 4,
It was promised that this project will not again be stopped unless
actual experience demonstrates its impracticablility,
It was proposed that ferrying from Fairbanks continue on the

original basis of B0 fighters, 50 light bombers, and 12 medium bombers

per month,

The War Department directed the Ammy Oround Forces and the Services
of Supply to move to Basra the first contingent of service units for
the expanded Persian Qulf Service Command. About 11,000 troops will
be made available during October,

—_—
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LED Letter, 6-3-T8

ASIATIC THEATER

Jenerals Stilwell and Wheeler were advised that payment of troops
in China with American currency is counter to the purposes of the U.5.-
China stabilization agreement and creates other practical difficultieas,

Troops should be paid by other means unless use of U.5. currency is

unavoidable,

1. In his operations summary for the pericd ending 1400 October
4y GCT, Oeneral MacArthur repeorts that Allied patrols on New Guinea
are continuing their advance northwards from Efogli. Allied air attacks
were made on targets in the area ahead of this advance, and on the
airdrome at Buka. Allied and enemy patrols were active in Timor,

Alr reconnaissances were made over the northern Solomon
Islands and the Bismarck Archipelago, enemy naval and air dispositions
being reported.

2. Generals Emmons and Harmon were notified by the War Department
of the change in the directive of the Commander-in-Chief, Pacific Ocean
Area which transfers to the latter the primary responsitdlity far the
land defense of New Zealand formerly held by the New Zealand Chiefs of
Staff, Command over New Zealand forces assigned for this purpose will
be exercised through the New Zsaland Chiefs of Staff. All interested
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UED Lotter, 5-3-73

Ammy commanders ere to be informed by Oenerals Emmons and Harmon.

3. Oeneral Harmon includes in his operations report for October
3 an alr attack on the lekata Bay seaplane base. Army fighter planes
on (uadaleanal Island made low-altitude attacks in support of Marine
operations,

-
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DECLABSIFIED
CGBD Lotter, 0-5-72

WESTERN HEMISPHERE -

1. Eleven heavy bombers escorted by six fightera attacked Kiska harbor
and installstions on October 2, securing a direct hit on a seaplane hangar
and shooting down five airplanss, with loss of two bozmber crew membera.

2. The Army Oround Forces report the departurs from Ft. Jackson,

South Carolina, of the first echelon of the 30th Infantry Divialon, which
in moving to Camp Mlanding, Florida.

3: The War Department notified Jeneral Bradley of its eonclusion that
the delivery of airplanes to Russia via Alaska, exeept those already waiting
at Fairbanks, is suspanded. The Soviet Government has not yet accepted a
proffer of the temporary use of & transports to carry ferry route supplies
from Falrtanks to Anadyr.

ASTATIC THEATER

fanoral Stilwell was notiTisd that the Deteber assignment of 3IC00 tons

of Chiness Land-Lease materials will be shipped.

FPACIFIO AND SOUTHAEST PACIFIC AEEAS

1. Oeneral MachArthur, in his operations summary covering the period
100 Octobar 2 to 1:';03, GCT, October 3, reports that Allied forward elements
raached Efopl without opposition from the ememy. An Allied patrol made an
unsuccessful raid on Mubo, the snesy apparently having beon forewarned of
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Air attacks were made on snemr installatfons in the Muna-Eokeds and
Efogi areas, the Wairopi bridpe (19 miles east of Nokoda) again boing ren-
dored unserviceable, :

Operations by Allled air forces also dncluded o torpeds mtack on
enomy shipping in the Buin-Faisi areaj torpedoes, released from closs range,
may hove hit three light crulsers and two merchant vescels, although the
wanther prevented eonfirmation of those results.

Adr reconnaissances of the Solomons and the Dismarck Archipelags dis-
closed concentrations of enesy naval units in the Buln-Falol area and at

2. 'Mi%ﬂumm;w:mmmm
at Rokata Bay wis attacked by alr on the latter date, o large buildin: being
were continued from fuadalesnsl Island and from Bspiritu Santo. No shin-
ping was observed at fiso, fiekata Tay, Kista, in the Shortland-Tonolat

area, or in the Duka Fassage.

3. The War Departmsent notified Oeneral Dmmons thnt {ts proposal to
tarminate contracts for construction projects under his comtrol snd %o re-
place civilians engaped in this work by Enginser troops has been deferred
indefinitely because of the shortsze of available Enginesr units.
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. DECLASSIPIED
OBD Letter, 5-3-78

1. On Octcber 1, seven heavy bombers successfully attacked the
camp, seaplane base and harbor at Kiska.

2. Adak was bombed without damage by one enemy plane on Oetober 2.

EUROPEAN THEATER

A German Condor airplane was sighted and fired on near Vattarnes,
Iceland, on October 2.

AFRICAN-MITDLE EASTERN THEATER

General Brereton reports that nine airplanes of the 56th Bombardment
Group attacked a large motor vessel in Navarino Bay, Oreece, at dusk on
October 1, claiming two direct hits.

ASIATIC THEATER

Qeneral Bissell reports that one American medium bomber from Dinjan
destroyed a bridge scuth of Mogaung, as well as several railway cars and
200 yards of track nearby, October 2.

FACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AHEAS
In his operations gummary for the peried 1L0O Cctober 1 to 1LOO
October 2, 0CT, General MacArthur reports that Allied ground forces in the

Kokoda area are continuing their northward advance without contact with the
enemy. Allied air attacks were made on the airdromes at Buin and Buka, in
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DECLASSIFIED
08D Letter, 6-3-73

the Solomen Islands, and on ground targets in the Puna-Kokoda area.
Allied detachments are reported in contact with Japanese forces in
Fortuguese Timor. Air reconnaissances of the Solomon Islands and of
the Bismarck Archipelago were contimued.
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Letter, 5.3-7g .

Operations in the Aleutian area for September 30 included another

attack on Kiska Harbor by nine of ocur heavy bombers. Two direct hits

set fire to an enemy transport; fires also were started in the camp area.

Two Japanese fighters which attacked one bomber failed.to inflict any
damage.

Photographs of Kiska show wreckage of many aircraft on the beach

presumably resulting from previocus raids.

Oenaral Spaats reports the following air activities which took

place on October 2:

a, A medium-altitude attack on the docks at Le Havre by 12
of his 1ight bombers, supported by 3 AAF and 2 RAF fighter squadrons.

b. A high-altitude attack on an airplane factory at Meaulte by
33 "flying fortresses" supported by 7 RAF fighter squadrons.

€. A high-altitude attack on the St. Omer-Longuenesse airdrome
by 6 "flying fortresses" supported by 3 AMF and 3 RAF fighter squadrons.

(Hits in the target area were cbserved in each case. Some of our
men were wounded in engagements with enemy fighters.)

d. Engagemsnt over occupled territory between 2 of our Eagle
fighter squadrons and some enemy fighters in which L of the latter
were destroyed and ? damaged,

Al of ocur aircraft returned.
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 BEOLASSIFIED
Lester, 5.g.7g

ASIATIC THEATER

General Bissell reports that one U. 5. medium bomber cperating from
Dinjan destroyed a section of track along the railroad northwest of
Katha, October 1.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREAS

1. Ceneral Harmon reports that on September 29 ten"flying fortresses"
unsuccessfully bombed an enemy light cruiser frem BOOO feet. Our aircraft
were attacked by fifteen Zero fighters of which eight were shot down and
three damaged. One "flying fortress" was shot down by anti-aireraft fire
and seven were +at‘.ll.-.gml. by the fighter attack.

An Allied air attack was made on Hekata seaplane base on
September 30.

2. Oeneral MacArthur reports for the period ending 1L00 October 1,
0CT, that Allied forward elements in New Guinea had reached a point just
south of Menari (about 18 miles south of Kokoda) without having regained
contact with the enemy main body; heavy rain was hampering movementas.
Allied air attacks were made on enemy installations in this area, the
bridge at Wailropi (18 miles east of Kokoda) being rendered unserviceable,
Other Allied air attacks were made along the New Ouinea coast at Salamaua
and Sanananda.
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DECLASSIFIES
08D Lotter, b-8-78

1. The War Department informed General Fitzgerald of a directive
issued by the Army Air Forces for the immediate constructlon at Natal
of a plant for preparing fighter airplanes, ﬂm. from the U.5., for
wmater shipment to Lagos. There the airplanes will be reasscmbled and
flomn to the Middle East, This procedure is expected to expedite de-

livery of fighters overseas,

2. Two enemy bombs were dropped on Atka villape, September 30. An
mﬂﬁhrﬂnmrmﬂm feet the same day.

3. A directive was issued for the movement of the 6th Armored
Division from Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, to Camp Young, California, for
desert training.

EUROFEAN THEATER

Three enemy aircraft were over Iceland on September 29, One of them

unsuccessfully attacked a tanker off the east coast.

AFRICAN-MTTDLE EASTERN THEATER

General Brereton reports that on September 29 harbor and dock facilities
at Suda Bay and Canea Bay, Crete, were attacked by heavy bombers of the
U. 5. Army Adr Forces., Enemy alrcraft approached but failed to close with
our bombers. Our fighter alrcraft cooperated with the RAF in operations
over the battle area in Egypt.

S —
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028D Letter, B-9-T3
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ASIATIC THEATER

General Blssell reports that bombers operating from China attacked
Mangshih and Tengchung on September 27, and Wanting and Tengchung on
September 28. Combat vehlicles on the Burma Road were destroyed amnd
other tarpets attacked.

Operating from Dinjan, fighter airplanes attacked Washawng and two

other villages on September 28,

General MacArthur, in his operations summary for the 24-hour
period ending 1400 OCT September 30, states that our forces in New
Guinea advanced northward. from Nauro (10 miles south of Efogl) which
was occupled without reslstance from the retreating Japanese, Additional
equipment has been captured. The airdromes at Buin and HBuka (Solomon .
Islands) were bombed by Allied aircraft. Enemy installations in the
Buna-Kokoda area were also heavily attacked,
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