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Directi vee r.cro iawod tar the novomnt to llortl!lreat A!'rlcn 

or tho headqunrlora of tho VI Corpe (J.:ajor General E. J . llll>tley) . 

EUROPEA!l THEATER OF OPERATIOl:S (LESS TO~ll) 

General Eaker aubmita a aupplol:IOntary report on the llllceober 

JO attack ap;ainat the Lorient submArine base indicatiirJ ttut atte:::opto 

to intercept our bod>eMt were ..,.. cost)J to the enoqy thnn waa 

previ011e)J reported . The final acare cleiaed lr.t our bcd>er crews 

""" totals 26 airplanes destroyed and 9 others probably destroyed. 

NOR'rll IJ'!!IC!Jl OPBRATIOUS 

Axis forces occt~piod tho lieidous area after cost)J attacka on 

December 27 and :8 '1'1!\l.ch !Cl'ced tho w1 thdri.U'Ial of our coveriziC 

forces . Althou~h roin!orced, tho onacy attack soutl'rmlst or Pont-du­

FShs ..:hich otanod December 28 1a boin& held . In tho Pichon ar~n tho 

Frencb aclvance wu chocked en Deced>er 29 . 

Tr.e eneey contl.nled to reinforce Ida positions. ACZJ"'tsive 

patrols along tho entire !rent bJr both sides "'"" activo C>rini 

Dececber 29; no unusual nct1v1t:r waa reported for Dece!Ober )0. 

On Decenber 29, 18 "tlyina !orlrooaea• attacked Souaso turbor 

(in addition to the nttack by Oonoral Brereton ' s twelve borbora 



reported J;eeter~); there waa considerable o'..her air activit;y over 

tho c~t 2one. 

ASIATIC THEATER 

Tho fl:rmy Air Forcoo woro cliroctod to orgooize and equip, without 

dcla;y, a po.rty as reoo:nnonded b;y Oeneral Bradle;y, which will bo rreparod 

to take a survey or tho airdromae, installations, air routes and 

• m>pplies nece~aary to I!Aintain and operata an air force in S1ber1a . 

• 

l , In hia operations report for the 24-hrur period ending 1.)00 

OCT, Docecber .)0, Oeneral IJI\cArthur reports that Allied forcoa in 

!lew auinoa continued their preeeuro 'll'ith no mt<lrial channo in 

positions . Alliod dotachnonts in central Timor are undor ono~ 

Single • ny1ns !ortroaaea• and Liberatore on ..,.,..d recon-

naisoance attAcked Jq>eneso airdraoo• at Wowak and Lao, and the 

t1CIIUi as far 11Cst as Ssl&l:auo, At least four ,_. airplo.~ea, 

including a barber, were dl>stre;yad on the ground. 

Seven 1'.tl,yin? tortreaaea", attae~ tho ena:ny neot at 

Rabaul (estioated at 7$ vessels incl.udin(: 2.3.3,000 tcna or "orchant 

ehipping), obtained direct hite on each of t·,70 largo shipo eottinj: 
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both afire, and ocOO'ad other hita on a.~ 8 , 000-ton tr11nepart and a 

near lliaa on a 1010()()-ton trllnfport, 

~7enty-two Japaneoo bombers attacked ~rnuke (south eonat 

of llew Ouinea) ..,,..,. hnlt tho toom ""'" destroyed 'll'ithcut mllitar.r 

casualtioa. 

2. General liarm<>n reports that two onOJ:V e&r60 vessels , 

locat.ed by Q1l" tiijhtar aircraft on a reconnaie:snnco over llinda 

(II"" Ooorsia) on Docombor 29, Wllro nttaekecl by n atri~ !oreo of 

twelve llavy- typo bolllbcro eocortad by !ourteon fightar aircraft. 

Althcu;:h onl,y near llll.saes ....,..,. reported, both wooela ....,.. set atiro . 

Lator, a second attacking forco scored ei&ht direct hits on thoao 

ohipe ..,1ch were reported to be total loeaca. ::OeJ!IY fi&htera in 

the vicinity failed to "ttack and 4ll Q1l" panes returned aately. 

). Tho second echelon o! tho 25th 01v1s1m (299 officers, 

7,3.59 enlieted ""'") on the US transports •Pruident Orant•, ":lo!>Ublic•, 

and "llolbrook" arrived "t OUndalcanal on Docombor 2? . Tho arrival 

of C!le ..,.. o!t1p w1l.l co:::pleta tho 1:10vcment of thie division. 

-
- - --.. 
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WOOPZA!l Tl!F.ATilR OF OmRATI O!IS (LESS TO~H) 

• 

Of sovonty- scvcn n flying fortresses" dispatched to boob Oerr!Ul 

subrorine installations at Lorient Decer.i>er JQ, fort:~ succeeded in 

reachinll the tarcet area which they success1\llly attac!rod despite 

heavy antiaircraft fire and a lo.rac number of cneey fighter airplanes. 

Seventeen enemy fighters are reported destroyedj three o£ our bornberD 

are missing • 

t10R'lll AF!UCAil OPERATIOJ;S 

Ooneral Spaatz reports that action has been initiated to recon­

stitute tho French Air Force in Nm·th Africa. l'ITonty- fivc P-40 

neht ers havo been turned over to tho !.afayotte Squadron which nill 

shortly proceed to tho J.'ront under the operational control of General 

Oirnud. 

• AFlUCAIH.IIDDLE EAS'I"'...l'11 TI!I':ATER 

On December 29 twelve heavy bon'lors from the Ninth Air Force 

were dispatched to attack •hippi>'B at Tunis . Because of overcast 

conditions they wore diverted to Sousse ~re hits o,-ere observed on 

a merchant vessel and in the dock area. Uthough antiaircraft fire 

was heavy and accurate, only slieht <!ar.ngo """ inflicted on 0\U' 

aircraft . 
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General 31oeoll reports thAt on lloco::i>er 27 t'rrolve heavy bolllbors, 

opera tin& !'rca hndava:nmr (1)0 t!l.J.ee nartlnn!st of calcutta), of!ect­

ively attacked tho ran....., st.ation, docl<a, aird:'ooe and ru"S•nal at 

Bantlkok. 

PACIFIC AJID 5011!'1r,WST PACIFIC ARI'.AS 

1. In hie operations 5\Ulll'lllry for llaconi>or 29, Gcneral ~aArthur 

reports that US and Australian troopa, conoolidat~ tholr go.i.M near 

!!una J.!iuim, have con1'1ned tho DniiO' to tho vicinity or the '>.Ina 

Govonu:10nt Statim and into a 'l-shapecl area to the eo.st. Lone hellvy 

bon:ber raids were carried out against Lao and C<Lscata; three lieht 

boni>ers h4rGoood the l!l'lcey on a coastal "''tGep bet"oQn Ambocn and 

Salannua . 

2 . '!he ~lar Dopart::ent intormd Ooneral ~cAl't!mr that the 

Austral:l.an 9th Divieicn and other ,_ini.n3 Australian troope in 

tho w.ddle &aat, except t!!e air P"i"eOMOl, will be returned to 

Australia, dopartin& tho latter part of Jal'l.ary . 

.) . Ocneral llarrnon reports that on llocorbor 28 J.'undn '"'" 

attacked by 18 US airplanes which set fire to thr<~o Zeroo and do­

strayed one antiairc.ratt gun and crew, Of nine Zeros and two 
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Japnntuso tori)ore oncou.ntorod over thnd(l that day, one boti'ber \'llltl 

shot down . 

Oenoral Hamon also reporto t.b&t t...,lvo of his heavy 

bol:bers have been tr.:m.sferred to Port llarooby to carry out, Wider 

General ~. attacks againot ona;y ohippJ.na at !labeul for 

about ten do.:ya or 11ntU rerunorat1vo torgota there ru-e oxhallstod . 
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EIJP.OPF.\11 THEATER OF OPEJlATIONS (LES§ TOJJ:Hl 

0 

.l hostils four-aotorod bomber waa reported over Iceland, December 28. 

110!!!11 .I.FRIC!JI OPERATIOIIS 

Ground operations in Tunisia on December 2? wore characterized by 

aesr-seive patrolling by both sides, although the main lines are essentially 

unchanged . Increased en""lY ac t ivity in the G&fsa area was apparent. "!be 

French reported tho capture of some 100 prisoners naar oued Kabir, but on 

December 28 an ene!O)' counterattack in th&t &rea is reported t o have made 

considerable progreea . An enemy att.ack with an estimated battalion of 

infantry eupported by artillery in the Heid()J.a area (north of lledj ez-el- Bab) 

1o reportedly being hold. 

In a dest.nlctive ait' attack on the harbor at Sousse on nec.eQber 27, 

fourteen US heavy bomber21, bombing fran 23,000 feot, claimed hits on four 

a hips 1 one of which was seen to blow up. Docks and warehouses also were 

severely damaged. 81skre was agein attacked by tb.ree enem;y aircraft, but 

no cl.&m&ge or caaualtoiea resulted. On December 28 eneey air transport and 

reconnaissance activities continued. Ten enemy fighters on a s-weep were 

intercepted over Tebessa by .lmorican P-38 fighters, which shot down two 

of the enemy eirplanea. 

Durinc the night Deceinber 27-28, six Britiah heavy bombere, under us 

COIIIIIIIlnd, att.acked tbe shipping and harbor 1net.allationa at Sou88e 1 causing 
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large tirea; all bCllllbera returned nfely, 

on December 28' d\lrl:ng daylight hours' 22 us heavy bombers' again 

attacking Souoae harbor, obtei.ned hits on two tankers and started fires 

along the quay. l(oro than seven enemy planes attacked this formation, 

two o£ which were shot down , One o! our bombers is aissing. 

ASIATIC mEAT£1! 

on December 27, a s tril<ing force of ten US 1!18dl.Ul!l bombers from Kunming 

tlr escorted by eleven fighters bombed and ~chine-gunned aircraft and instal~a­

tions at LaBhio airdrome. 'Ihree enemy aircraft were des troyed at:td others 

• 

probably damaged in tbo d1speraal area . One of our bombers which !ailed 
J'V6 ~ Jr. G.J.-.i/-.:o 

to reach the primary target bombed l!engmao (east of Lungling), obtained 

three direct hite on the barracks tbere, and observed a concentration of 

enem,y motor transport 1n the vicinity. A striking force of three l!led1Wil 

bombers and three fighters, dispatched to attack the !attar target, roported 

that major damage was 1nn1ctad . 

A lone f1~hter airplane Clacbine-gunned a moving train north of l.!ayeyo, 

setting coaches on fire and damaging tho locomotive . 

PACIFIC AND SOUTJ!i!EST PACIFIC AREAS 

1. In his operations sUIII!II&ry for l)Ocsmber 28, Oeneral l(acJ.rthur 

reports that US troops cont inued their slow relentless progress in the 

BuM. area, repulaing enem,y counterattacks and captv.ring thirteen en""'y 

bunker a. 

I 
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In &ddi tion to supporting the se ground operations, our aircraft 

made destructive bombing attacko aeainot tile airdrome• at Lao, Kavicng 

and ()aon~ata . EigM heavy bombers, attacking Rabaul , scored direct hits 

on a hoavy cruiser or large transport . Our eircre.rt also attacked a 
, ru:. -r; ? • F- --r-; "' o v 

lsnding strip at FUiliro (Timor) with unobserved results . one anoey 

raconn.a.ia.ance airplane was shot down. Eneey aircraft made an ineffective 

raid on 1•arauka ( New Guinea) . 

2. Ceoeral Harmon roports t ha t the aecond enecy cargo ship attacked 

by a striking force of dive bo111bors, l)ecocoer 26, sank lata that day. 

Tho next day our pursuit planes attacked enemy suppl y parachutaa 

at Tasoa!aronga. A otriking farce of twel ve dive bombers and fourteen 

pursuit airplanes bo:nbod and otr .. fed t .he enemy bivouac area near KokUIIIbona . 

l.[unda was again attacked, and }!arine fighters shot do'll'!l three 

Zeros over tile field . One enemy airpl ane was destroyed on the field . 

All our airplanes returned undalllaged • 

'] 



·' ~ OPI!!ATIPIW. S'""R! 

No. )84 

0700 DecO!IIb<or 28 to 0700 Docenber 29, 191.2 

_, 



I 

tiECLASSIPID 
OSD Lotter, 6-3-71 

EUROPW 'flll1A,TE!! Of Ol'l!JlATIC:tiS (I RAA rCJICH) 

l.n airplane 1 believed to be a Focko-'lllll! 1 •• !irod on by our 

antiaircraft wdta in Icel.&nd Decuber 27. 

J;O!!lll AFJ!ICA!! QPE!!ATICSS 

On ntcomber 26 8ighteen •tly1ng tortraaoeo• attacked shipping at 

Sf ax, ainklnS one omall and two arso ohipa. Bherte waa attacked by 

eighteen •tly1ng !ortreosoa• which otartod !1reo among the ohlpplng 

and in tbe dock area. Succeost'l11 l.lliod !1!1> tor sweeps were cado 

during tbo dq, Threo 81l0JIIl" airplanes 1not!octlvely boobed tbe Ulied 

airfield at 81okra. In aU, tour US aircraft wore shot dOIIIl or llioslng, 

and two en•JIIl" aircraft were destroyed. 

Orolllld activity in Tunisi a was l1mltod to patrolling during 

Dec1111bor 27, 

General. aroret.on reports tbat, on the nill!t or Deceaber 2647, 

t1 YO or his heavy boabero a ttackod Tunis I Soussa and S!ax, h1 ta beln& 

observed in tho barrocko end dock area at Stax, 

Tbe noxt clay, twelve US heavy bombera, attacking t ho harbor and 

shipping a t Souaao 1 obtained nwoeroua 111 ta on dock irultallations 1 

direct bite on one aerchant ve .. el1 and cauaod exploeiono on tho 
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c-r•ial wharf and 1n tJ\e raUroad yar<lo. All our aircr~ returned 

aato)J, 

ASIATIC pna. TEll 

Die DO)' fightero and MdJ. \llll bombers cauoocl no daoage in a surprise 

attack against our &ir<lrOIIe at YllllMoyi, OecOOiber 25. '!be next day a 

aial.lar force returned and were ,.,t 1n cOIIbat b:y a total of 17 liS 

!ishtoro. '!be few boabo dropped on our &ir<lro""' did little damage and 

tho enemy loot three boabero and five fighters while we lost two 11ghtero. 

The • ..,.. da7, five US llloclium bombers oocortocl by ll !1&)\tera 

attacked Laohi~ •tartina largo fires 1n the warehouao area. On the 

return tlisl>t, our f i ghters shot dcrcJ one Japanoao airplane, 

PACIFIC AND SOU'!IIlro)T PACIFIC A!lW 

l. In hio """"""'Y tor tho 24-hour period ending lJOO OCT, 

Oec•bor 27, Geural llacArthur reports that., during operati ons fUrthering 

the roducti oa or the .., • .,. area around Buna, direct artillery f ire was 

OQPl oyocl to destroy onoll,)' bunkers . A Japaneoe counterattack wao re­

puloocl, Our position• wero oholled frctt tho aoa the night or December 

27-28, probobly b:y a Japanese oubmarino. Allied artillery oneagod 

b&rsoa ott 8\lna lll.8101an with unobserved reaulto. 

TWenty to thirty onOliQ' figbtoro and anon or eight diva b.,....ro, 

attaek1n11 tho Allied tore .. near Cape !l'd&iadore, ...,,... intorcoptocl by 

- - --



t welve tightora over BunaJ nine (probably t welve) enemy !ig)ltore and 

two dive bombero were dcetro;yod. Our heavy bombers, attecld"'l onom;y 

ahippinc at Rabaul doatro;yod one largo carco vesaol &Dd l ett two 

modl.ua car,o voeaela atiro. other bcabiJI& ntacka w'""' carried out 

against tho Bun& llioaion area, Pinocbha!en, enoll(l1 tranaportation n-.r 

the IOOUtb Of the ,lmbog& River, &Dd Japt.nOIO 1Mtallations &Dd poroonnel 

on Timor. Ono Japanose and one Allied airplane wore shot clown, 

2 . Oeneral Hanoon reporta that, on O.cember 21>, a s tr1k1nc 

force or diYO bomber• oecortod by purouit aircraft attacked two ene~~Y 

cargo ahipo 1n 111ckham Anchorage (near How Georgia), ei.nldng cno 

J,ooo-ton Yoaool. Lone " tlJ'i.ng !ortrooooo•, diepotcbecl on haraooi.na 

m1oa1ona rro. 0\l&dalcanal, bombecl IIUnda, ~ .. ta, J(ahlli and Tonolo1. 

'the bomber attacking Tonol oi scored a direct hit on an un1dent1!1od 

a hip. 

SECRET 
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Orders were issued for the con$titution and activation of the 17th 

Airborne Division (loss one parachute infantry rc~iJnont) at Hoffl'vln , 

North carolina, on Apl'il lS, 19LJ. This \Till be the fourth div1•ion of 

this type to be orr.onized, tho othoro being the llth, 82d, Md 10l$t. 

EUROPEAN T!GATER (LS...'\5 'ro:tCH) 

An unidentified airplMo '"'" reported over Iceland, December 26. 

I:OtaH AFRICAN OPEJlA'riONS 

l . There wns little chnnr,e in tho situation on tbe Tunisian front 

on December 26; the woather ITaB fine but the ground still boggy. &eJ11Y 

aircra!t. kept oor area under surveillance; Aleiers and Bougie Here 

bo:nbed. 

2. General Eisenh<JI•ter rnports that the Imperial CouncU of French 

Afrie.a , consistin.c of General Giraud, Governor- Oeneral Bois-son, General 

De.t1Jeret1 Governor Gcne.ral Chatel, Resident Ue:neral Nogu.cs , 1:10t Decomher 

26 to desienate the successor of A<biral Darlan and unAniJnOusly decided 

to oppoint Oenoral Giraud as Hicrh Cornmis51Cner in French Africa and 

Colll:lander-in-chief of all the amed forces, t!U.s appointm.nt to take 

effect illlmedi.ately . 

J , 'Mlo War Departmnt not ified Gene ral Zisenh<r.tel' th<~t the Air 
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Echelon of ~ho .)25th F1j;llter Group '11111 sAil on the "liMCU", for 

ny- aTiny delivery ut Casablnnca in January. 'Tho l)l'Ound ocholon of 

this group 1dll bo avllilablo !or shipment on an early convoy. 

FACIF! C A!IC 50 Ttlll: CST PAC :TIC A.~ 

In hi' operations s=::ary for ~h• 24-hour ""riod onding 1.)00 O.:T 

December 26, GenorAl l!acArlhur "'porto that an on...,y vessel aholl~d 

Buno. US l'T boats intercepted, torpodood and e>nk on CIY'-"1)' aubnarino 

off tho IIOUth o! tho Kumuai River, and ll US oub)ll..'lrine intercoptod and 

sank an eneny eubotarino off G&SIII8ta. 'Local •nina were ma<le by our 

&round rorcca '11110 c!rcve a we~e ~!lrcr,v.h tho eneey position near ~ 

and reached tho sea . 

Japanese attacks l<ere reported !'roo TlJoor on December 24. 

Encey air attacks were carried out a.~ainat our installation• in 

tho Buno-Gona u oa durina the dey but no •!Maio rosulted . Seven 

(probably oloven) Zeros wer e shot down !or n loos of throe of our 

aircra."t . A. US heavy bo:nbor succaoatully attacked an 8 , 000-ton 

merchilnt veaael in convoy in St . Oeor.;e 1s Ch.annel; the vessel, ... hen 

last. ,..., , wu burnin" and bein;; ab..nclonod. 

the 

Other air at.tacic.s were can'iod out. &lainst enOZIIy storos in Timor, 
.... • ....... "1- .,_ """'"- ..... """"""'1. kt.. -

airdrome at Cape Gloucester . and installations at !'inachhavon, 

l'adang, Jac(luino\ Ba,y (!;ew Sritein) and alon • 

!lew Ouinea . ll >' ~ $~ 
~~--

the northeast coaat or 

"'"""~ 
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11Mor llt&r Att..!..-1 Cbarl.o a St.ph..,aon will l a&Yt tor Cairo within a 

nek to etucly t)'llhwo and. preventative •aaureo in the llid.d.le Eut. 

It •r al ao viait Portugal, Spain, Rwooia, Turke.y , ..-.! poooibly 

llorthnot uric:a • 

Qener&l Bucknar report• that on Dec•ber 2S a boml>er-reconnaieeanee 

..S.aeion revealed eif?Pt enem:r 110nopl.eneo on the beach at Holtz Sly, 

Attu, and. five ene"'" barco• near liaka. 

!IORll! Af1!ICIJI OPERA.TICJ!S 

l. ()} December 24, dtapite the rain ard boggy uourd, the Ou&rd.e 

Brigade attacked the &neiQ)I who held the creet or the hill six ..S.le• NliE 

ot II..Sju-el-Bab. '!bt t1£1lt 1ng .,.~ back a rd forth during the day. 

• Operat1ona 1n tho air wera larstlJ- oontined to routine patrollinc. 

Strong eneJQ' count&rattaeke at dawn on Chriataao Day forced our 

troopa orr thio bill, bu.t later that day Allied troopo, in a euccoeetul 

countaratttck,recaptured tho creot. Ene>o" a cti'rity cdntlnued in tho 

anoa t&at o t llocl.je•-<~1-SibJ attacke nort.bwat or Ka1rouan ard near Pichon 

nre rtpllle..S by Allied troopa. '!btre wao l1ttlt air aet1'rity on 

Da.,..ber 2S. 

2. The ar Dtpart•nt authorized Oo!Mrtl ll:itonh.,...r to Mll to 

--~_,_ ____ _ 
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Spain the thr" tranoport airpl&neo 1ntom0<1 there, delivery to be 

udo when • • are ucure in the 110<11torronoan end when the airplonee 

could no lollfler bt ue 0<1 again.ot hl.lll. 

A report troco Gtnaral Bissell .. nuon.o operations !)Oc-r 22 

end 2.) in Whl.eh our t1ghtor aircnrt ouceooo.!lllly attacked ono"1 
• 

IIIOtor tranoport in the vicinity or Lunsllng and deetroyed one or 

two Japanoeo boelbtro encountered in that vicinity, 

On Decolllber 24, tour llediua boelbtro ottockO<I Tengchung, Western 

TUman. 

P.!.CIY1C NID SQ\!'Df!&ST PACIFIC !W' 

In oporation.o on Chrietaaa Day, Oenarol llllrmo'1'" •tlying 

!ortreoooa• ottackO<I IIW>da airfield, Buka, and Rabaul. At Rahaul, 

three 5()()-lb. tx.ab hita were obta1n0<1 on a lari$ transport or eorgo 

Yeaael &D:l eeven nu.r eiaaea n:r. ob1ervecl cloae t.o thr·H other carso 

ships. '!be on~ .ode no attapt to 1Dtorc-.,t acy of these 111u10M 

end all our bo-"'ro returned. 
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Wl!Ol'E.\,!1 THI!A.TEII Of OP§!f.\TICJIS (I.ESS l'OJI:H l 

.lJI un1dent.U'iod airplane was reported ovor Icel&ni, Dec,..ber 24. 

lmT!! A11UCAH QPB!lf.TIO!§ 

On Dee-r 23 p&t.rolllng continu.cl. In capturing and hol.dini a 

hill oix •ilea NNI or lledje:-al-Bab, the Bri tiel\ GuUda Brigade eua­

t&ined a hundred coauolt1oa. A battalion ot the US 18tb Rogill8ntal 

Caobat teu relieved the 2d Bn. Coldatreu Ouordo at this point. 

Ra1ey weather iooplded botb air tnd ground activity. 

•&•TIC THMIER 

Gel»ral 81eooll reports tbat on Decaber 22 n .... ..U.ua boabars 

attacked tbe railroad yards &t Sagaing (near ll&nd&lay) while tour 

tighter aircra!t attacked the airdroM at Son La (lJO miles ....,st ot 

llano1) where thq abot down an en~ airplane. 1"1va lledium bOIIIbero 

also attacked Luhio, acozoing hits on tbo cantoment. tnd warehouaos. 

On Dtceabor 2) tan pursuit aircran. attacked 11&1n;P<wan, a.ru. 

On Decabc 241 tour fighter &1rplan01 attacked -ay tranaporta­

t1on at T*iph&nga (Bunoa). 

PJ.CifiC AND SOUTH!!iSt PJ.CDJC 4ll&\S 

l. In hit oporatioM •-ry tor the 24-llour period ending 1.)00 

Q;T, Decllllbar 24, o-~~ral llacArtbur reporto tho t tbo ·~ prove .. 

J!g££ili!t 
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ot bio troops in tho Dun& area cont1nu.ocl, supported by low-altitude air 

attacks on tho onay, Bombers attacked Lao, )l.adang and G&alll&ta a1r­

dro..,s, and oanl< an 1800-ton transport in tho harbor at .t.rawe (II.,. 

Britain), C)w hoavy tx.ber, 1ntercoptod by 1) ono"')' aircrott, ehot 

clown ), plwo ono •probable•.- A 5,~,000 ton en01:11 vessel at 

Gao•ta waa ounlc by a1x • t171ng tortrooau•, and nine Hudson bc>obert 

scored a direot hit on an eneay trtUlSport ott tho north..,st coast or 

Ti.Jilor • 

2. In bie _.., for tho period ondin& lJOO CX:T, ooc .. bor 25, 
~ct. 

General llaeJ.rthur roporto tho t 200 Japanote !rca Soh&na landed at 
"'· "'- ~ 4 ~~~..u. Tinputa ll\oe1on, 11oupinnllo, deotro7ed tho a1 .. ion, and ,..,.,ed 

1nl&nd, Th.re wero no appreciable gai.M b)' .Ulled !or ceo 1n liew 

Guinea that da7 al tho~h they Clllintained their pressure on tho ono~~~r, 

An attompt b)' tho Japanese to land elll&ll boats near Bun& Nlooion tho 

night of Deo .. bor 25-26, •• engaged with artillery an:! mortar fire 

but rooults .. re unlcnown. -r.o ano~~~r lan:l1ng bar&•• 1n the v1c1n1t7 
;. C- S 54,(,. 

or eape:,j\NJ!un\ were attacked by us PT boats tho night or Dee•bor 

24-W!S 1 caaual ties wero intllctod aUhouah tho extent o! t.be daago ~ ,... . 
-~ t:j.l1Yu.,~«­

.... Wlknown. Single bombers attacked Capo Olo~ostar and Lae, enolll)' 

troops and barges on northeastern Tiolor an:! a large submarino 1n a 

b07 off tho southeast coast of New Br1ta1n, 

). ()enorol HanlOn reports that a rorco ot nino Na-.,. b<abore, 

escorted b7 thirtoon ! Till)' and !laV)' tighter aircratt, e~t a lar&o 
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llUJIIber or onOIIIY aircraft on the groum a~ llund& . Four of eight Zoroe 

which attelllpted to intercept our misaion wore allot dam by our eaoortins 

aircraft, Ten Oneill)' airplanes lrOre ahot d0111> 'llhile ~alcing ott am 
between teo all<l twelYO DOre deatroyed by boab!.ng '111\ile a..Uting t.&Jco-

orr. Later thet dey, •J&bt or our abero am sixteen f'iglltera 

bocbed tbe l'Ull!f&Y at IIIIDcU am tho do!onao installations .round the 

field . 

Another atr1.k1ng force diapatched to attack a Sl:lall convoy 

encountered bad weather but aigbted thirteen landing barges loaded 

witb troops and aupplies oft JIUnda Point. .t.ttacking with 100 ond ~00-lb. 

-. our planes aank all but !our or the b&rgoa and report thet only 

a row or the paraonnel escaped . 

.t.ll or our airplanes re~urnad. 

4 . General J!lMions reports tnat on December 2J, tnnty-oix hoavy 

bollbers attacked l'alco Ial&lld !rom about 4,000 teet . l JS 500-lb. 

bolllbs, plus incondiaries, were dropped wi th observed effect, ard thoro 

was every indication thet tlle attock wu a cOOOplate surprise. AU 

airplanes returned. 
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Gentral BbMU reporu that. Oft Deceaber 20 RiM bMwy bo.b1.n 

•t~ tbe ra1l.roM ,..nt. and &i.rdJ'OM a\- IMCOOft1 dr~ •no 

........ 
11Crohaunc r&il.ro&d junction (north or Alcyab) •• et't.cUnl.7 bcabed., 

:»o.e.r U, by tU -.41UDI boabe.n. 

(In DeCI:sbor 22 t1Ta ho&vy ~,.. a&ain ut.ackocl Raqoan, ..... eowen 

t.o.be bitlng ... n to et.rilte the dock• and • a.t•hoUitJ. 

1. I.n bia operaUona •UIIIIal"7 tor the 24-boW' pet'1od encllq lJOO 

CX:!, Deo.Hr 2)1 Ge~ral Uas::.l.rtJiw n-porW that. C$ and I.Wrtn.l.i&tl. 

t.r~ Jlllkle a ebort. adTM.C.e 1c tM 8wla ..,...., br~ U.. bld.ldl.tl£1 

ot t.M Cot'.,.,..nt. at.atioo at am. ~ ow- tire. In ,.... 1tr1.t..a.Ut our 

boiiiMn &t.t.aclced t.be a.i..'"'d.rale at c...,. (Jloceew.r t.wlc. Mel qaia 

~ a e&a:Jllll1l&ted waul ott .us-... OW' alt'cnl\. at.o ba.ra .. ed 

I\. wu report.ed t.t.t. 4.50 Jap• l.Andtd at. l:aukenau on t.hl 

eo~o~t.ttw .. t. oout. ot Dut.cb HeY OU!nn, Decellbttr 22 • 



-~···"·' / n&Ct.AIIlfl:D 
~ • • .. Lo•••·· ._._ •• 

:Z. Q_.ra.l RaniiOI'l r~~poC~rW Q-.at OD Dec.•blr 21 \.119 ~~ 

totUMIM• &t.tadt:t.q: t wo earc:o ..-.... a ne&r Jld.n .-oored & d.lrK'\. 

hi\ on OM ot a.. which .u o~~ Wm.lA.c M4 Mt.~c. O"tMr 

_..,.. ,.id• ...,.. carrlecl GUt. &£!'1Ait )ll;md.a, tt.ld.U, &ld 5obl.nl 

tol&.od (- ..... .. ) . 
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