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HORTH AFRICAN CPERATIUNS

1. The situatien in Tunisia remained essentially unchanged

during December 22.

2., A1l American personnel on the transport "Strathallan"
torpedoed at 0131 Decerber 21 are safe, including 31 murses and

5 WAAC officers.

3. OGeneral Fisenhower, summarising the activities of our air
force in the lorth African theater from November 8 through December
18, states that 93 enemy aircraft have been destroyed, 22 probably
destroyed, and 30 damaged in aerial corbat. Between 55 and 60
enemy aircraft have been destroyed en the pground, Our corbat

losses for the same periocd total B5.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREAS

1. In his operations summary for the 2l-hour peried ending
1300 GCT, Decomber 22, General MacArthur reports that his pround
forces, aided by air suppart, continued their steady advance over
the small area remaining to the enemy in the Buna-Sanananda area.
In other air activity, ships at Arawe and Cape Cunningham (lNew
Britain) were attacked, at least one being set afire. Cne enemy

fighter was shot dovn and two of owr aireraft were lost.
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An enemy submarine apparently attempted to supply the
enemy in the Mambare Rdver area (60 miles I of Buna) on the nights

of December 10-19 and 19-=20.

2. Ceneral Harmon reports that on December 22 a "flying
fortress" dropped two tons of demolitions on the enemy landing

field at Kahili (Bougainville),
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

(eneral Putler reports that on December 20 an attack on Kiska
was made by five heavy bombers,; eight medium bombers, and nine
fighter airplanes. The resulting damage included an ammnition ex-
plosion. There were no ailrplane losses in spite of heavy antiair-

craft fire,.

EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATICNS (LESS TORCH) Al

A supplementary report on the Ramiﬂywsurnﬂeinef;ﬂid of
December 20 states that 71 out of the 101 heavy bombers which were
dispatched reached the target area. Hits were cbtained om tuildings
and enemy alrcraft, many fires being started. Our crews claim that

L5 enemy fighters were destroyed and 26 probably destroyed.

NORTH AFRICAN OFERATIONS

1. Contimied enemy alr activity, including some bombing of
our installations, was reported from Tunisia for December 21.
British borbers from lalta attacked Tunis and La Goulette on the

night of December 20-21.

2. Replying to an inquiry by the War Department, Oeneral
Eisenhower reports that shipment of US troops from the United King-
dom to Nerth Africa will reach the following totals when the next

Yor'
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convoy sails:
To Eastern Task Force 13,000
To Centor Task Force 12, 700
Total 137,700

This will complete the shipments at present planned,

AFRICAN-MTDDLE EASTER THEATER

1. OGeneral Brereton reports that British bombers made a

socond attack on Sousse on the night of December 10-19.

2. The War Department authorized Ceneral Adler to withdraw

his mission from Russia and return to Caire as socn as practicable.

ASIATIC THEATER

Ceneral Bissell reports that Lashio was the target of a
succegsful raid December 20 by seven medium bombers escorted by
ten pursuit craft., Hits were reported on the rumway, dispersal

area, wvarehouses, and fires were started in the towm.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHIWEST PACIFIC AREAS

1. In his operations summary for the 2l~hour period ending
at 1300 OCTy December 21, Ceneral lMacArthur reports that there has
been no material change in the ground situation in lew Guinea. D-Ig-w_
supporting alrcraft harassed the enemy positions. I"insc!'&mfcnfwg.;

attacked twice, two small vessels being destroyed. Enemy aireraft
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SECRET

bombed Port Moresby unsuccessfully the night of December 21-22,.

In Timer the Japanese continued their attacks on Allled
troope.
At Babanl 76 shipe were sighted, including Ll merchantmen

totalling about 242,000 tens.

2. QOaneral Harmon reports that on December 20 attacks on
Monda and Kahili were carried out by "flying fortresses" escarted

by pursuit craft.

SECRET
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H CAN RATIO

During December 19 and 20 ground activities in Tunisia again were
confined generally to patrolling. The enemy's dispositions suggest
the possibility of another attack on our south flank toward Medjez-el-Bab,
His Bizerte-Tunis bridpehead appears to have been extended to include
Sousse and Kairouan, FHecent contacts with his forward elements are as
indicated on the attached map. Skirmishing moves back and ferth through
Pichon, which is now held by Allled forces.

On December 19 air operations were limited Ly rain, but the rail-
road yards at 5fax were bombed without loss of any of our aircraft.
Reconnaissance and bomber aircraft were active over cur area on

December 20,

FACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREAS

1. In his operations summary for the 24-hour period ending at
1300 GCT, December 20, General MacArthur reports that US and
Australian forces, supported by aircraft, artillery and tanks, made
substantial galns in the Cape Endaiadere sector. The Australian 7th
Division captured 186 Rabaul patives near the mouth of the Amboga
River, New Guinea. There was little air activity beyond that in
support of ground cperaticns. One heavy bomber is missing from a

_reconnal ssance mission,

2. (eneral Harmon reports that on December 19 seven "flying

fortresses" escorted by eight pursult craft destroyed buildings and

ST—
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started several large fires at Munda, Over the Shortland Islands this
mission was intercepted by 20 Japanese fighter airplanes of which
three were destroyed, B5Single reconnaissance-bombing missions ware
again carried out by "flying fortresses" over Kahili, Munda and Buka,
large fires being started at Buka. US pursuit aircraft strafed the

coastal road on Guadaleanal from Bonegl Hiver tec Tassafarongs.
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EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (LESS TORCH)

In the despest penetration yot made into Cerran—occupled terri-
tory by US aircraft, a strong force of heavy bombers attacked the
aireraft depot at Romilly-mur-Seine shertly before noon Decesber 20.
The missien is considered to have been urmsually successful, Enemy
fighter opposition was centimuecus from the French coast to the target
and return; preliminary reports shew that heavy losses were inflicted
by our aireraft, Six "flying fortrosses” failed to return mnd two

mnare crash-landed in England.

HORTH AFRICAN CPERATIONS

1. HNo important ground operstions were reported by Oeneral
Eisenhower fer Decesber 18; tho cnemy continued to be active on the
right flank of the First Army. Ten US bombers destroyed railroad
installations at Scusse but an enemy box barrage cost us twe a.i.'r"plm‘ﬂ!ll\
Thirty-six "flying fortresses" attacking NMizerte chtained hits on &
light cruiser, Three (probably five) of fifteen enemy fighters inter-
copting this mission wore destroyed. Ome "flying fortress" was shot
down md ancther crash-landed, Light bosbers attacked the rallread
yard and dispersal ares at Mateur, while fighter alrplanss attacked
ehemy trucks and other greund targets., Tunis was besbed by 27
Wellingtons fron Malta. The enery was active over cur area, Lo Kef

and Thelepte (north of Gafsa) being bombod.

[ty ety
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2, Oereral C. R. Smith reports that the agreement covering our
air transport requirements at Dakar has been signed by the Covernor
Oeneral. Werk has been started on & temporary airdrome which will
be completed in about &0 days and will be adequate during the dry
season. A new permanent airdrome has been suthorized by the colomy
and will be completed before the rainy season.

Cur mission to Dakar arrived December 20.

3. UOeneral Eisenhowor reports that on December 20, and on his
representations, Admiral Darlan removed from office the lMayor of
Constantine whose influence, General Eisenhower was convinced, was being

used against us.

AFRICAN-UIDDLE EASTERN THEATER

Goneral Andrews reports that seventeen of his heavy bombers
attacked the harbor of Sousse the night of December 18-1%, dropping

174 tons of bombs. All aircraft returned.

ASIATIC THEATER

General Bissell reports that on December 18 six fighter airplanes,
reconnoitering the Hukawng Valley (northern Burma), attacked the towm

of Washawng (15 miles east of Myitigrina).
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PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC ANEAS

1. In his operations summary for the 2l~hour periocd ending
1300 GCT, December 19, General Machrthur reports that the Australian
Tth Idvision advanced slightly towards Sanananda. Medium and light
bembers supported ground operations in the Buna Mission area. The
enemy convoy reported the previeus day apparently reached the Hew
Quinea coast, and on December 15 was again attacked by medium and
heavy bombers on its return veyage; other bombers attacked a light
eruiser and a destroyer north of New Britain. Near misses were
secured on all these vessels. - Lae and ladang Harbor were also
attacked. Five enemy aircraft were destroyed; we lost a heavy

bonber.

2, In air operaticns over the South Pacific Decerber 18,
Wflyving fortresses" with fighter protection twice attacked the
enery bivouac area at Munda Point destroying the amminition and
supply dump. HReconnaissance-bombing raids by single "flying
fortresses" were also performed at Minda and Kahili, and pursuit

aireraft strafed the enemy positions on Ouadalcanal all day.

SECRET



® s DepAsT
DAILY OPERATIONAL SUMMARY
No. 375
700 December 19 to 0700 December 20, 1942
COPY FOR

, THE WHITE HOUSE



— ———

w0

DECLASSIFIED
88D Lotter, 6-83-T8

WESTERN HEMISPHERE

Inclement weather prevented operations in the western Aleutians
December 15, but the next day, four heavy bombers pounded the sub-
marine base and harbeor shore line at Kiska. A weather mission,
making a thorough reconnaissance of Amchitla and the Semichis, found

no activity, nor anything new at Kiska or Attu,

NORTH AFRICAN OPERATIONS

1., In the air attacks on Tunis and Biserte, previocusly reported
for December 15, eight enemy aircraft were destroyed in the air and
six to ten en the pround; on December 16, four enemy and one Allied
airplanes were destroyed.

(n December 17 our air forces attacled Gabes, docks and
shipping at Tunis and Biserte, and an enemy airdrome near Djedeida.
Five enemy planes were shot down; all our aircraft returned safely.

Enemy ground activity south and southeast of Hedjez-el-Bab
during December 16 and 17, tended to confirm a repert that 30 Axis
tanks and spproximately 800 troops had entersd this area. On Decem—

ber 17 Allied action again consisted in active patrolling.

2. In an exchanpe of messages General Eisenhower informed the
War Department that he is quite willing to accept the 100th Infantry

Battalion in his theater., This is the battalion of Americans of
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Japanese extraction who were transferred from the Hawailan Department
to Camp MeCoy, Wisconsin, last June. OCeneral Eisenhower asks that the
battalion complete its training before sailing; he will then regulate
its approach to combat gradually so as to pgive it the best opportunity
to make a pood showing. Under present schedules the unit will be

ready for shipment in June 19L3.

ASIATIC THEATER

General Bissell reports that on December 16 US pursuit aircraft
set fire to enermy food supplies and attacked other targets in Burma;
the next day five medium bombers, finding their target at Lashio
covered by overcast, dropped their explosives on Lungling and then

attacked an enemy truck cclumm.

PACIFIC ARD SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREAS

1. In his operations summary for the 2l-hour pericd ending
1300 GCT, December 18, CGeneral MacArthur reports that Australians
in confunction with the US 128th Infantry captured Cape Endaiadere.
The Auvstralisn Tth Division completed the mopping up of the small
village near the mouth of the Amboga River. In the Bismarcks our
Hflying fortresses" and other bombers repeatedly attacked an enemy
convoy of four destroyers, one light cruiser, and two transports

escarted by enemy fighter aircraft, which was apparently steering for
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Madang, New Cuinea. TFour hits were scored on the cruiser, which
was seen to be sinking after the apparent explosion of its maga-
gines. Two Japanese Jerc fighters were shot down. Australian
attack planes crippled a small enewy vessel off the nartheast tip
of Timor and left it in a sinking condition. Other bombing opera-
tions were carried ocut against Las, an alrdrome near ladang, and an

enemy-held village near the mouth of the Kumusi Hiver,

2, Directives were issued for the activation of 12 licbile,
Adr-borne, Antiaireraft batteries for dispatch to the Southwest
Pacific Area in April, and eight quartermaster companies, pack, far
dispatch in May. These units are especially suitable for operations

in the terrain over which CGeneral MacArthur expects to cperate.

3., OGeneral Harmon reports that single "flying fortresses",
attacking the enemy landing fields at Kahili (Bougainville)} and
Munda (Mew Georgia Island) on December 17, set fire to four enemy

airplanes on the pground and caused other damage.
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BCRTH AFRICAN OFERATIONS

1. The War Department tranamitted to Oeneral Zisenhover a
pessape from the Prosident dated Dacember 15 informing him that the
Fresident was that day appointing Mr. Murply to be his personal
represontative in Horth Africa with the rank of Minister, Iir.
Mirphy will continue on Osepsral Eisenhower's staff in his present
capacity as Civil Affairs Officer until such time as consultation
with the War Department sugpests & change, The British Goverrment

is being informed.

2. On December 18 fighter airplancs bocbed enemy shipping of
the Tunisian coast snd destroysd one enemy airplans, Light bosbers
attacked the railrcad yards sast of Eateur and the armored wehicle

disparsal area at Massicmult. All our airoraft returned.

3, The War Department notified Jemeral Elssnhower that doily
pound trips by Douglas l-metored transports are now being operated
to the woet coast of Africa from liami and Washington, respectively.

L. Oeneral Eisenhower was informed of the establishment by the
Navy on December B of the imphiblous Force, Mediterranean, U5 Atlantic
Fleet. By this plan, in which Oenoral Eisenhower has previcusly con-
curred, the force, undor Admiral Bemnett, will serve under the command

af Ueneral Eisenhower as Oommander-in=Chisf of the Allied Force in
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accordanee with the pringipls of unity of command. Its purpose is
to establish and train the mavel elements of an amphibious farce

for future cperaticns in the Mediterransan area.

AFRICAN-MIDILE EASTERN THEATER

On Decamber 17 US medium bombers contimied to participate in
gttacks on Axis forces wost of El Aghedla; dropping a total of 28
tons of bomba on enemy moteor transport and antiaireraft batteries
and destroying an ammuniticn dusp. Our fighters and fighter-bombars
also have been abtacking targets of opportunity with excellent results.
One ME-109 was destroyed. lo U5 aircoraft losses were reparted.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWGST FACIFIC ANEAS

1. In his operations susmary for the 2lL-hour pericd ending
1300 0CT; Decerber 17, General Macirthur reports that Allied forces
in Hew Ouinsa contimued their mopping=up cperations, maintaining
viporous patrolling throughout the area. Our alr forece contirmed
its support of ground cperaticns; and also bombed enamy-hold towns

on Timor.

2. Ooneral [armon reports that on Decamber 16 "flying fortresses"
pscorted by parsuit afrcraft, in two attacks agadnst the Japaneso
landing field at Minda (New Gecrgin) and one against the nearty enesy
bivouac area and stares at Lambetd, dropped over elghteen tons of
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explosives and shot dowm three of twelve intercepting enemy fighters.

fne "flying fortress” was shot down but its crew was rescued.

3, Ocneral Harmon reports that the first echelon of the 25th
Infantry Division arrived at Quadalecanal December 17 and is debarking
satisfactorily. This echelon consists of 339 officers, 17 warrant
of ficers, and 5558 enlisted men on the PRESIDENT JOMNSCN, NOORIAM and

HINDS .
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NORTH AFRICAN OFERATIONS

1. On December 15 fourteen of our medium and heavy bosbers
bombed El Aouina airdrome, Tunis, at the cost of one medium bomber
brought dowm by antiaireraft fire. Twelve "flying fortressas"
attacked the harbor at Bizerte also encountering intense antiairecraft
fire asg well as smoke screens in the tarpet area. During the night
December 15-16, British borbers from Malta borbed Tunis and La Goulette
contimously for seven hours causing extensive damage., Enemy aircraft
were active, especially in the vicinity of Bone.

Oround activities in Tunisia during December 16 were again
limited to patrelling, the enemy consolidating his defenses.

2. Oeneral Eisenhower was asked to inform Jovernor General
Boigson that, weather permitting, the missien headed by Admiral

Glagasford will arrive at Dakar on December 19.

3. General Eisenhower recently inquired as to the manner in
which Finance Officers may advance and account for funds for pay and
pensions of French armed forces which have been guaranteed by the US
Govermment. He was informed that lump sums should be advanced on a
contractual basis to desirnated French authorities in accordance with
the rates of pay and repulations of the French Ammy in the territery
involved. Actual payments to individuale will be made by these French

officers or persons designated by them, Items other than pay or



pensions which it is deemed necessary to advance to the Fronch armed
forces will bo ismied in kind and not on a cash basis; as mich itoms

=iy be mubjeot to subsequent adjustment under tho Lend-Lease Act.

AFRICAN-MTODLE EASTERN THEATER

General Brerston reporte that on December 15 US mediun borbaers
and pursuit aircraft contimued their attacks on the retreating enesy
motor columns with effective results. In asrial combat a Hesserschmitt
109 was destroyed. The same day nine US heavy borbers destroyed the

round house and repair depot at Sfax, All our aircraft returnad safely.
ASTATIC THEATER

General Rissell's bonber and fighter aircraft wore active in
operations in Burma and Frenmch Indo-China during the past few days.
On December 12, his fiphters machine—punned the enemy in two towns
north of Mritlgrina (Burma). In a bombing attack on December 1k on
the airdrome at Hanoi by six pedium bombers and fourteen fighter
gscorta, hits were sccred on shops and runwaye and the oil storage
was ignited, ascording to a subsequent photographic reccrmaissance.
During this attack; one of three Japancse imtercepting alreraflt was
ghot down as well as an enemy biplane, On December 15 enesy motor
econvoys near Wanting and Maingiomn wore bombed and machinc—junned
by ouwr fighter aireraft which returned the next day to attack the

latter place.
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PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREAS

In his operaticns summary for the peried ending 1300 GCT,
December 16, General MacArthur reports that the US 324 Division
made some progress near Bunaj he has moved reinforcements into the
area by air and gea, Our medium bonbers and pursuit ailreraft
supported land operations, attacking the Japanese activities near
the mouth of the Fumusil River and elsewhere in the combat zone in

New Cuinea.
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EUROPEAN THEATER OF OFERATIONS (LESS TORCH)

General Bonesteel reports an unidentified airplane over Iceland

on December 15.

NORTH AFRICAN OFERATIONS

During December 1l; and 15, ground activities in Tunisia were
generally limited to patrolling. Contacts were made with enemy
patrols along the general line shown on attached map while reports
were received of enemy fortifications in the wiecinity of Tebourba
and of movemerts of armored vehicles.

On December 1l our heavy bombers again attacked the docks at
Tunis, a direct hit being reported cn cne vessel, as well as Bizerte
where four enemy intercepting airplanes were destroyed. The railrecad
vards and gascline storage at Sfax were twlce attacked by our air-
eraft; our pursuit airplanes destroyed several enemy trucks and a

grounded airplane. Our losses were one P-L0.

AFRICAN-MIDDLE EASTERN THEATER

General Brereton reports that US aircraft contimued their
attacks on retreating Axis forces in Cyrenaica, December 1ll. Two

of our pilots are missing.
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PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREAS

1. In his operations summary for the 2l-hour peried ending
1300 GOT, December 15, General MacArthur reports that the US 32d
Division continued its offensive patrolling and mepping up operations.
Three light bombers attacked a Japanese-held village near the mouth
of the Mambare River. Two attacks near Casmata, each by six heavy
‘bombers, on the Japanese returning convey were intercepted by enemy
fighters, three of which were shot dowm.

Two enemy medium bombers, raiding Port Meresby on the night

of December 1L-15, caused five casualties. One cnemy bomber was

probably destroyed by antiaircraft fire.

2. Wine Marine attack bombers, escorted by three fighters,
attacied the enemy installations in the vicinity of lunda Field
(lew Geargia) on December 15, Another bomber-fighter team machine-
gunned enemy positions on Guadalcanal and a "flying fortress® bormbad
the Kahili (Bougainville) airfield. One of cur fighter aircraft was

lost in these cperaticns.
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

The Services of Supply were directed to establish and hold
within the continental limits of the United States a strategic re-
gerve of three months! sepply of ammmnition for all US Army forces
overseas or in Defense Cormands. This reserve will be filled from
rroduction as soon as practicable and will be drawn upon by authority
of the Chief of Staff only.

EUROPEAN THEATER OF OFERATIONS (LESS TORCH)

One unidentified aireraft was reported over Iceland, Decerber 1l.

NORTH AFRICAN OFERATIONS

1. On December 13 air attacks were made on a bridge north of
Sfax, on Sousse, and on shipping and docks at Bizerte and Tunis;
one bomber is missing and cne crash-landed. On the night of December
13-1l Wellington bombers from Malta attacked Tunis, hitting two large

ghips. MNo contacts with the enemy were reperted by the ground troops.

2. General Eisenhower reports that the Fifth Army Headquarters
is being arganized at Cujda (near the Morcccan border, 100 miles
gouthwest of Oran) and Headquarters, Western Task Force, is being

redesignated as "Headquarters, I Armored Corps".
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AFRICAN-IODDOLE EASTERN THEATER

1. OCeneral Breroton reports that on December 11 eighteen heavy
bembers effectively attacked harber installations and shipping at
Naples, using more than L& tons of bombe. Two enemy alreraft which
attacked our boshers wore believed shot domnjy cno of cur airplanas

was brought down by antlaireraft fire.

2. US pursult aircraft, attacking the Axis forces retreating
west of Yersa Brege, Cyrenaica, December 13, dropped 53,000 lbs, of
explosives on vehicles and other targets of opportunity. In air
combat resulting from these cperations two epemy fighters wore
dastroyed for a loss of one US pursuit ship.

FACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST FACIFIC AREAS

1. In his operations summary for the 2L-hour peried ending
1300 0CT, Decesber 1l;, OGeneral MacArthur reports that Duna was taken
by assault. The enesy landed troops and suppliss at the mouths of
the Kumusi and Mambare Rivers (12-L0 miles, respectively, northwost
of Gona) from two cruisers and three destroyers. Six alr attacks
wers made on the convoy, and 26 air attacks on the unloading opera-
tion; heavy damage and losses are believed to have resulted.

Other Allisd air attacks weore made on Lae airdrome and

Oasmata airdrome. The enory made an ineffective raid on Port Horeshy.



Five, probably seven, Japanese fighters were destroyed and two Allied
airplanes crash-landed in friendly territory.

A motor vessel convoying Australian and Dutch troops to
Timor was sunk by the enemy on December 1 with a probable loss of

&0 lives.

2, Oeneral Harmon reports that, on December 13, "flying for-
tresses", escorted by pursuit aireraft, twice effectively attacked

the enemy landing field at Munda, New COeorgia Island.

3. The Ouadalcanal Corps (composed of unite in that gereral

area) has been designated as the XIV Corps.
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HORTH AFRICAN OPERATIONS

On December 12 British forces made contact with three enemy
colums of infantry and tanks, advancing from Tunis, which attempted
to infiltrate north and scuth of ladjez-al-Hab,

Enamy motor transport on the Tonis=<ledjez-el-Dab roads was
attacked from the air.

Seventeen "flying fortresses" dropped lj2 tons of bombs on docks
and shipping at Tunis, Other air action en that day resulted in the
destruction of two enemy planes, one US fiphter and two bombers.

General Eilsenhower and Air Marshal Tedder have arranged for the
temporary exchange of "{lying fortresses" from the Widdle Bast for
the longer-ranged Liberator heavy bombers of General Eisenhower's
command, The object is to hring the maximum mumber of bombers to
bear upon Tunls and Bizerte which will now be within the effective
range of bombardment from Benghagl as well as from the cloger Neorth-
wast African bases.

Oeneral Eisenhower reported the position areas of the three

French divisions in Tunisia, shown on attached map.

AFRICAN-MIDDLE EASTERN THEATER

1. On December 13 US fighter-bomber aircraft took part all day
in harassing the enomr in his retreat from Bl Agheila. lMany trucks

ware destroyed; we lost two fiphter airplanes.



2. OGeneral Fitzperald, commanding the US Army Forces in Central
Africa, has been made responsible for the supply of US Army forces
at Dakar. [Nesponeibility for supply of intermediate airfields between
Dakar and Casablanca, and between Acera and Oran, will he baged on the
lecation of the port of entry from which these airfields can most

effectively be supplied.

ASIATIC THEATER

Four medium bombers and 11 fighter airplanes bombed oil storage
tanks and troop concentrations at Tengchung (Western Yunnan), December

12, probably firing the oil storage.

FACIFIC AND SQUTHWEST PACIFIC AREAS

In his operations report for the 2ii~hour peried ending 1300 GOT,
Decerber 13, General MacArthur states that our ground troops made
elight progress against enemy positions north of Gona and maintained
aggressive night patrols near Buna,

An enemy convoy composed of cne light eruiser and four destroyers
wag attacked north of Vitiaz Strait by nine heavy borbers which ob-
tained a hit on one destroyer and near misses on others, Nine medium
bombers, attacking the Gasmata airdrome, started small firees. Allied
aircraft flew mumerous missions in support of the pround forces, during
which the Cape Killerton area, Puna Mission, and emall boats along the

coast were attacked.
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Enemy bembers raided Port loresby twice the night of December
=1li. 1 a1 i ok
13-1l, tut caused no damage. One enery homber was destroved and ¢
?(‘I'D‘! P a1 ar + Ao - 3
Zeros probably shoet down by a heavy bomber on reconnaissance.
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m Timor; the enemyr ground forces attacked tovard Betano.
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GENERAL

All senior overseas commanders were informed of the agreement
reached by the War and Navy Departments whereby members of either
garvice may control personnel of the other in case of disorderly

conduct or any offense reflecting discredit on our armed services.

EUROFEAN THRATER OF OFERATIONS (LESS TORCH)

General Eaker reports that some 90 of our heavy bombers with
RAF and US firhter escort operated over the continent during daylight
December 12, 17 "flying fortresses" reached the railroad yards at
Rouen where forty tons of explesives and incendiaries were dropped.
Enemy fighter resistance was heavy and contimuous; nineteen enemy
aircraft were destrayad, plus ten "probables", to a loss of two of
our borbers. Other missions were unsuccessful due to the heavy

cloud formations.

NORTH AFRICAN OPERATIONS

1. During the night of December 10-11, and the day of the 1llth,
the forces composing the right flank of the Allied force were with-
drawing to new positions west of Medjez-el-Bab leaving a strong
detachment of British and French in that town and a patrol half-way
between it and Yateur. Two enery attacks, one south from lateur, and

the other westward toward Medjez-el-Bab, were repulsed on December 1l.
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DECLASSIFIED
8D Letter, 5-3-78

Allied armored elements were in contact all day with light enemy
forces east and southeast of that town.

In the improving weather, hostile bombers attacked shipping
aff Bone, Philippeville, and Boupie; an ineffective air attack was
made on Souk-el-Arba airdreme, Our bombers attacked the railroad

noerth of Sfax.

2. The War Department notified General Eisenhower that air
transport service hy stratoliner between Dakar or Accra and the
United Kingdom, via Casablanca, will be instituted in about ten
days, Service from Washington to the west coast of Africa via lNatal
will connect with these stratoliners. It is planned that one round
trip will be made every other day between Dakar and the United King-

dom.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREAS

1. In his operations summary for the 2L-hour pericd ending
1300 GCT, December 12, General MacArthur reports the ground situation
on New Cuinea unchanged; two Japanese attacks near the Amboga River
were repulsed, Patrolling and harassing activities contimie, Allied
aircraft conducted intensive day and night searches along the coast
between Buna and Salamaua to detect any attempted Japanese infiltration
soutimard. Two groups of enemy small boats along the coast wers machine-

punned.
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08D Lotter, £-3-73

Seven Japanese fighter aircraft attempting to intercept a
Wflying fortress" on reconnalssance were driven off, one, probably

two, being shot dovm.

2. Major General Alexander 1, Patch, Jr., has been desipnated
as the-Commanding General of the Ouadalcanal Corps pending numerieal

desipgnation of that Corps.

3, GCeneral Harmen reports that on Decanber 11 our "flying
fortresses", supported by pursuit aireraft, twice successfully
attacked the enemy airfield at Munda, New Georgia Irland. Later that
day Army pursuit aireraft participated in an attack apainst eleven
enemy destroyers off Nerth Bay, New Georpla; five of the enemy ships
being hit.

Munda was again attacked the following day by eight "flying
fortresses” supported by dive bombers and pursuit eraft. Two enemy

aireraft were shot down by Marine fighters.
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WESTEM! NEMISPHERE

1. Gensral Butler's report for Decamber 11 desseribes a low-altitude
attack on Kiska Harbor by thres medium borbars escorted by four fightera,
The bombers obtained two hite with 500-1b. bombs on a carpo yeasel thore
and tha fishters bombed and machine-punned shore installatione, NHo

attempt was made to intercept this attack and all our airplanes returnad,

2, DMrectives wore issued for the movement of the [th Armored
Division frem Fort ¥nex %o Camp Campbell, Kentucky, for permanent chanpe

of station.
ASIATIC THEATER

Six U5 heavy bohers, using Gaya as a base, attacked the docks at
fangoon on Decamber 11. Of the 29 1,000-1b. bombs dropped, 21 hit in
the marehouse and dock area, Port Hlair, Andaran Tslands, was attacked
by another flight of six US heavy bosbers from the same base, but the

rosults wore unobserved,

PACIFIC AXD SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREAS

1, In his operations summary for Decomber 11, General Machrthur
reparts that air md ground forces are maintaining pressurs on the
Japanesa beachhisad at Puna. An ineffective attack on the gommand post
of the I 15 Corps was made by 20 enemy fighters.

Allied pir forces attacked the enemy airdromes at Las and

Salamavs in addition to supperting ocur pround troops in the Buna-Sanananda

ﬁ""
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08D Letter, 5-3-78
area,

Forty-ceven ships of various types were sighted at Rabaul,

2, A strildng force, consisting of 180 of Oeneral Harmon's
Wflying fortresses", attacked Minda airfield (lew Jeorria Island) on
Decerber 9. The heavy antiaircraft fire encountered at this target

diminished considerably ag the bombing progressed.
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HORTH AFRICAN CPERATIONS

1. On December 10 an encsy force of approximately L0 tanks
supperted by infantry attacked Medjoz—el-Bab in two columa. These
attacks were repulsed. The enemy withdrew with an estimatad loss
of 15 tanks.

Tha enemy bonbed the station at Souk-el-Arba, an important

detraining point, delayling traffic for six hours.

2. General Elsenhower reporta that during the week ending
Decambar 5 US aireraft flew 50 missions in Tundsia, including bombing
nttacks on Bizerte, Tunis, Osbes, Djedeida and S8fax. During these
operations L2 ememy aircraft were destromed and 10 probably destroyed,

while our forces lost 17 planes.

AFRICAN-NIDILE EASTERN THEATER

General Andrews reporta that on Decesher B twelve fighter-
bombara with twelve fighters as escorts, while on a mission in
Cyrenaica, were attacked by twelve enesy alrplanes, six (probably
seven) of which were shot down. Ome of ocur airplanes failed to re-

turn and one orash-landad.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREAS

1. In his oprations summary for Decamber 10, General MacArtimur
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pee fociar, G-3-T8

reports that while the Australian Tth Division, registering & slipght
advance scuth of Sanananda, repulsed Japaness countorattacks with
heavy casualtiss, our 32d DMvision harassad the Japanese pouit.iu;'m

in Buna with artillery and mortar fire and advanced slizhtly near Cape
Endaindere. Our aireraft borbed and machine-murmed esnemy posltions

in direct sapport of these operations,

2. In erder to provide the greatest possible amount of mippliss
in the Scuth and Scuthwost Pacific Arveas the War Dopartment is taking
steps to negotiate contracts in Australia and lNew Zsaland for rations,
and other supplies of all types grown or mamifactured locally, for a
fores of LOD,000 men for 1 year. GOenoral Machrthur and Admiral Nimits
will set up suitahle procedures to keep the various force and Area
gormandsra informed as to these contracts in order to aveold duplication

in procurement, and shipment of identical items from US sources.

3, Oeneral Harmon reparts that on Decamber 7 pursuit aireraft
participated in an attack on eleven enemy destroyers 170 miles north-
west of Ouadaleanal., Four hits were scored on ome destroyer which
was believed punk, On Decesher 10 a "flying fortress", while perfore—
ing routine search missions, was attacked by fifteen Zero fizhters
over Now Ooorgla Island; five of the onesy planes wore shot dowm.,

Eleven "flyingz fortresees” escorted by eight fighters were interceptad
by enemy planes while successfully attacking two large shipe in the
Buin ares, S5ix of the Japamose airplanes were shot down, None of our

airplanes wag reported lost.
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Many roade etill impassable in the forward area. Temperature
somevhat warmer.
Ground

First Army Sector:! An enemy force of spproximately 40 tanks,
supported by what was estimated to be an infantry battelion, attacked
Medjez E1 Bab (35 miles west southwest of Tunis) in 2 columms on
the afternoon of Decezber 10, One of these columms attacked from the
northwest on the west bank of the Medjerda; the other attacked from the
east, These attacks were repelled with an estimated lose to the enemy
of 16 tanke. Part of Combat Command "B" wae engared in the eprlier
part of this mction, and lost some tanke. The garrison at Medjez n
Bab has now been reinforced by lst Ouard Brigade and artillery of all
types.

French troops drove & small enemy motorcycle reconnalssance
petrol from Bou Arada (16 miles west of Pont Du Fahs) at the same time
Medjez E1 Bab wes attacked.

Offensive patrols on the nmorth flank were mctive east and south
of Mateur.

The station at Souk E1 Arba was bombed ceusing a G-hour delay
in traine, Train situation has improved. A r;cnrd number of trains
have cleared from Souk Ahras.

The Germans occupied all military and naval positions at Bigerte

and Ferryville (9 miles south southwest of Bigerte) without any

—2=
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reslstence from the French, This mtiaﬁpgi;:ﬁiml pravious reports
.thnt such a move wee pending,

Southern Sector: The garrison at El Krechem (55 miles west north-
west of 5fmx) which wne previously reported to be 400, is now reported
to be 250, It 1s believed that the remainder has moved to the south
on a securlty mission,

Petrols report thet Malknassey (65 miles west southwest of Sfax)
is unocoupied. It ie reported that the French Camel Corpes ettacked
an Italian patrol from Kebili (50 miles southesst south of Gafea)
consieting of motorcycliste mnd 2 trucks. Two Itelians were killed
end 3 captured,

Large enemy forces are reported around Enfidaville (25 miles
northwest of Sousse). This confirms previous reports of enemy south-
ward movement which probably indicates Axie apprehension of the
gscurity of the lines of communication to Tripoll.

On December 6, it was reported that materiel was disembariked from
Gousse. This included some 155 artillery, and 15 Italian light tanice.
It is reported that night reill movements from Tunie to Sfax
continue, The French report that the 76th Battallon Infantry Begiment

is in Tripoll.

Qenter Tagk Forcg: The 105th Coast Artillery Battalion (AA)
ie enroute to Algiers from Oran by motor.

Western Tael Force: The £93rd, 695th, and 6956th Coest Artillery

Batteries (AA) have departed for Bone from Cassblanca by air.

=3
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+ap, B-3-TR

Identifications: Identificetions from priscners interrogation
report indicate that German Marsch Battalion number 17, 19, and 20
{aleo classified ps T-1, T-3, T-4) are probably in the vicinity of
Tebourba.

Alr

Four enemy sircraft reconnoitered as far west as Alglers,
Navel

Former French merchant vessel wae sunk while enroute from Marsellls
to Neples, north of Corsica. The German Mester and Chief Engineer
were captured and landed st Algiers.

British submprine sunlk, Submarine schooner in Gulf of Genoa
landed a shore party in Allssslo, which blew up a train, Hite on oil
tanke and a train with gunfire were ohserved. A British submarine on
patrol in the Bizerte-Marittimo area scored hits on 4 merchant vessels,
of which one was known to sink. Half of Force Q 1s enrcute for a
sweer to the northeamst. The other half is at present enroute from
Algiers to Bone, A destroryer escorting a submarine depot ship was
torpedoed nnd then towed into Argew, near Oran. Force H, less a baitle-
ship nnd a cerrier, is now enroute from Gibraltar to Mers El Eebir.
About 12 enemy submarines between Glbraltar and B°E and 4-5 between

Gibraltar and 11°W,
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08D Letter, 5-3-72

NORTH AFRICAN OFERATIONS

Centimicus rain restricted air and grourd cperations in Tunisia
during December 9. Enemy aircraft sank a corvetteoff Alpgiers and

escaped in the low clouds.

AFRICAN-MIDILE EASTEHN THEATER

During November forty 13-ton trucks and L,0Ll 2i-ton trucks were
shipped to the Persian Culf Service Cormand for the Nussians, as well

as 500 23-ton trucks and 500 7-ton trailers for its own operationms.

ASIATIC THEATER

The War Department has concurred in the recommendation of the
Commanding Officer of the China-India Wing of t.h:e Alr Transport Command
that no publicity be issued concerning its operations, in wview of the
vulnerability of its installations in that area, Fublic relations

agencies have been advised accordingly.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREAS

1. In his operations summary for the 2li=hour period ending 1300
GCT, December 9, General MacArthur reports that the Australian 2lst
Bripade mopped up the remaining enemy positions in Gona and now occuples
the entire Gona area. The US 32d Division made a slipght advance near
Cape Endaiadere and Buna, enemy counterattacks being repulsed. Allied

air forees supparted these efforts.

SESRE T




PECLASSIFIED
Q8D Letter, E-8-78

2, General Harmon reports that the command of the Cuadalcanal-
Tulagi area passed to the Army at 1L0O GCT, December 9. Goneral

Patch has been desipnated to command Ouadaleanal under General Harmon.

3. At Cereral Harmon's request, the War Department has ordered
the initial convor of the 25th Division to disembark at Guadalcanal;
it was due to arrive in the vieinity of New Caledonia on December 10
or 11.
The second convoy of the 25th Division, carrying 299 officers
and 7,359 enlisted men, left Hawali on December 10. Two field artillery
battalions, a sirnal company and some miscellaneous detachments remain

to be shipped.
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DECLASSIFIED
08D Letter, 5-3-72

NHORTH AFRICAN OPERAT IONS

Cround operations in Tunisia on Decerber 0 were limited to
patrolling activity. The contour of the opposing positions was
generally as indicated on the attached map. Weather prevented

operations by our air force,

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREAS

l. In his operations summary for Decembar B, Gensral MacArthur
reports that the Augstralian Tth Division repulsed a counterattack
near Qona. Medium and light bombardment aircraft supported our
ground troops near Buna who made & slisht advance. A patrol of
Papuan infantry defeated a Japanese unit 10 miles nerthwest of Gona.

Our heavy bombers,in three attacks on six enemy destroyers
headad for Buma, scored two hits and two near misses; the vessels
withdrew. During these attacks three heavy bombers were seriously
damaged, our bombers accounting for seven (probably nine) Zeres.
Oasmata airdrome was twice attacked.

Lakunai (Rabaul) airdrcme was borbed on the night of
December 6-7. Fighting continued in Timor on December L.

Aerial reconnaissances disclosed twenty nmaval and other
vessels in the Buin-Faisi area, thirty-seven at Habaul, also smaller

concentrations elsewhere.
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2. On December & General Harmon's fighter aircraft destroyed
two warehouses and a wharf at Banika (Pussell Is,), performed demoli-
tions at Munda Point (New Georgla Is.) and Rekata Bay (Santa Isabel
Is.), and carried cut the daily harassment of the enemy in the Kolmum-
bona (Guadaleanal) area., On December 7, two "flying fortresses"

sank an enemy {ighter at [ekata Bay.
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08D Letter, 0-3-72

WESTERN HEMISPHERE

The War Department directed Gemeral Drum to release to the Army
Ground Forces the 26th Divieion, less one regimental combat team, and
General DeWitt to relsase to the Amy Oround Forces the 35th and LLth
THivisions each less one regimental combat team. It further directed
the execution of the plan for regarrisoning the Eastern and Western
Defense Commands with these combat teams plus other assigned units.
The three divisions thus released will be brought up to authorized

strength and become available for use in other theaters.

EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (LESS TORCH)

Two unidentified airplames were reported over Iceland on

December T.

NORTH AFRICAN OPERATIONS

During December 7 US forces remained in possession of the
battlefield southwest of Tebourba. The enemy had apparently with-
drawn behind his defenses, vacating a wide area east of the Medjerda
fiver. Contact with a hestile post was reastablished some 22 miles
SSE of Tebourba. During the night of December &-7 five enemy airplanes
were destroyed over Bone, On December T our aireraft borbed and
machine-punned targets, including tanks, in the Tebourba area. Allied
and enemy aerial reccnnalssances were active during the day, losses

being registered on both sides,




PEOLASSIFIED
02D Latiex, [-3-T78

ASTATIC THEATER

Goneral Bissell reports that twenty-four enemy airplanes ineffect-
ively bozbed a cargo ship unlcading at Chittagong, Degembor 5.
A delayed report states that nine of cur heavy bombers siccesa-

fully attacked the cil refinery at Bangkek on November 26,

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREAS

1. In his cperations summary for December 7, Oeneral ¥acArthur
reperts that Allied troops made slow progress to the west of the
Japanese beachhead at Buna. COur forces om the beach to the sast of
Buna repulsed strong enemy counterattacks.

Several Allied air attacks were made in support of operations
in this area. A Japanese attack on the 2d Fiald Hospital by three
dive-borbers, three fighters, and elghtesn high-level bombers caused
thirty casualtiss.

Two Allied alr attacks wers made on both Las and Kavieng.
Fiftesn enemy airplanes were reparted shob domm in the Buna area,

and one destroyed at Lae without less to curselves.

2, Oeneral Harmon reparts that on December 5 ocur fighter air-

planes machine-punned snemy landing operationg at Tassafaronga.




WAR DEPARTMENT

DATLY OPERATIONAL SUMMARY

No. 362

0700 December T to 0700 December B, 1942

r—:
2
=]
o
&
o

|
|




Approxinmate
of contact

g
)/’1 ‘“
= L

* +4 Enemy defense line

2 IASSICAULT

ey103d
L]
-
.
»

@118
e (S

‘13307 030

gL-e-9d

I 41 —

]
[
.
x
A I%ﬂ
n
: ENSLISH MILES
¥

r
s . ® T
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0ED Letter, b-3-78

MORTH AFRICAN OPERATIONS

1. On December 5, the British 78th Division was regrouped to
meat enemy thrusts from Mateur and Tebourba. The ememy improved his
defensive line west of Tunis.

At 0800 December 6, enemy infantry and tank elements, supported
by dive-bombers on a reduced scale, attacked to the southwest from
the vieinity of Tabourba towards Medjez-el-Bab, this effort being co-
ordinated with a second drive from the southeast. Later in the
morning & third German column of tanks and infantry attacked to the
northwest from the vicinity of Massicault, A counterattack from the
south by one battalion of our 13th Armored Regiment was stopped by
enamy B8 mm guns at & cost of five tanks, four guns, and heavy casu-
alties. A second counterattack from the northwest was made by two
battalions of the 6th Infantry. These battalions concentrated on the
high ground between lassiceault and the Medjerda River that night.

Enemy aircraft bombed Faid, Cafsa, and Done. Air losses
for the day totalled twelve enemr aircraft destroyed and three pro-
bably destroyed; the Allies lost five aircraft. An attempt on
December 5 to use an advanced airfield at Uedjes—el-Bab cost us two
out of six airplanes,

Heavy losses were inflicted on enemy motorized infantry by
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LECLASSIFIED
CEL Letter, S-3=T8

a commando unit, which, after landing on December 1 seized a road
Junction morth of Mateur and held it for three days.

2. OGeneral Eisenhower reports that the announcement concerning
Dakar has been dramn up in the form prescribed by the President, and

agreed upon.

3. General Eisenhower was advised that representatives from the
Board of Economic larfare will leave at once for North Africa to ac-
quire control of the stock piles of various strategic materials, the
presancea of which has been definitely established. His cooperation
was requested in assisting this commlssion to progure and ship to
the US the stock of cobalt and manganese.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREAS

1. In his operations surmary for the period ending December &,
General MacArthur reports that the relief of two depleted brigades
of the Tth Australian [Hvision was effected. There was no material

change in positions in the Buna area.

Inaffective enemy air attacks were made on Allied instal-
lations on New Guinea and Allied ships north of Milne Bay and near
Timor. Allied air attacks were made on Rabaul and on Lae airdrome.

One enemy bomber and one fighter were destroyed with no Allied loss.

38 vessels, ineluding six very large ones, were sighted at
Rabaul.
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

The Joint Chiefs of Staff have advised all senior commanders
concerned of the asaigmment of experienced Navy and Army officers to
staffs of Army and Mavy cormanders exercising unity of command.

These stn.ff.o:'ﬂcera are working members of the staff of the commander
concerned and are in no sense liaison officers. The contimious em-
ployment of highly qualified Army and Navy officers as working members
of these staffs in the initiation, development, and exscution of
operations, is considered to be necessary to the efficient employment
of units of one service by the other under the procedure of unity of
command .

EVROFEAN THEATER

General Eaker reports that 5L "flying fortresses" effectively
attacked the locomotive and carriape works at Iille at noon December
6. Tive of the enemy fighter planes encountered were destroyed; one
of our bombers is missing. Seven heavy bombers attacking the Abbe-
ville airdrome at 1115 were intercented by 30 to 35 German fighter
aireraft, one of our planes bein: shot down in the Channel; all
others returned. Three US fighter squadrons coocperated with twenty
British squadrons in eovering the bombers.
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BAR lntter, 6-3-72

NORTH AFRICAN OPERATIONS

During December L, the enemy maintained pressure around the
eagtern and southern faces of our salient in Tunisia, using

mechanized troops, infantry, and dive-bombers.

Our medium and heavy bombers attacked the shipoing and
docks at Bizerte, dropping L5 tons of bombs, One medium bomber
is missing; one enemy airplane wes destroyed. FBritish aircraft
from Malta also dropped 18 tons of bombs on Bizerte docks and
Tunis. Our fighter aireraft in their sweeps over Tunisia disposed

of two enemy aircraft.

Bone was attacked by the enery, who lost three of his air-
planes. On the night of December 2-3, an enemy airplane was des-

troyed over Algiers.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREAS

1. General Narmon reports that US fighter aireraft attacked
enemy positions on Guadalcanal, December 1, and participated in
the attack, December 3, on & nawval force 150 miles northwest of
Guadalcanal. These airplanes accounted for four, possibly six,

enemy seaplanes.

2. War Department notified Oeneral Harmon that the Army
Air Force units in the South Pacifiec are desipnated as the
Thirteenth Air Force.
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Cel Lotter, G6-3-T8

HORTH AFRICAMN OPERATIONS

As & consequence of the sovere enemy attask of Docember 3, the
British 11th Brigades was authorized to withdraw slishtly to more
favorable positions dominating Tebourba and Chouigei; part of ite
rear guard which failed to receive the order was cut off and twenty
anti-tank runs were lost. The Brigade claims to have inflicted
savere casudltics on the onemy. General Eisenhewer estimetes that
during the period December 1-3 the enemy lost thirty-thres tanks;
during December 1 and 2 ten US and thirty British tanks were lost.
Heavy dive-bombing contimued during Decerber k.

The situation of the 36th Brigade, to the north, is unchanged;
it has made contact with a commande unit lsnded en the north coagt.

Un December 3 El Acuima alrdrome and Bizerte docks ware heavily
borbed, two ships being hit.

The supply situation in the forward area is occasioning some
concarn but is expected to improve with the arrival of large stocks
at the railhead by December &6, coupled with the availability of
additional trucks whidh will permit the opening, Decerber 6, of a
new supply route south from the port of La Calle. The railroad situ-
ation in the forward area is bad mut improving.

The harbor defenses at Oran are now manned by unite of the French

Havy .
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AFRICAN-UITIOLE EASTERN THEATER

General Andrews reports that aircraft of our two heawy bomber
pquadrons attacking the Italian fleet;, shipping, and the moles at
Naples, December L, dropped 63 tons of demclition bombas., DMrect
hits and near misses on a battleship, cruiser; and two additional
ships were reparted; other hits were observed on the docks, moles,
the eity; and rallroad yards. All ocur planes landed at their homm

bases salaly.
ASTATIC THEATER

Oeneral Bissell reports that sastbound tonnage carried by air
from India to China showod an increase of 10% during Hovesber

despite Japansse attacks on Ddnjan and unfavorable flying weather.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREAS

In his cperations summary for the 2i-hour period onding 1300
Ty December 5, Gemeral MacArthur reports that the US 32d Division
attacked strong enomy positions in Buna, ponetrated into the village
and reached the sea to the east; this division is now in contact with
the Japanese along the entire perimeter of the village. HNear Cape
Endaiadere US troops have resumed the attack after being temporarily
halted by strong emesmy counterattacks. Puna Mssicn and Sanananda



were the targets for our medium and light bombers operating in support
of fronmt line units.

Twelve heavy bombers, attacking the airdrome at Kavienpg, scored
hits on the rummay and dispersal areas and set one enemy aircraft
afire.

Shipping at Rabaul was reported to include a "possible" aircraft
carrier, three heavy cruisers, four light cruisers, and 17 other

vessels.
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NORTH AFRICAN OFERATICHS

Fighting contimed west of Tunis; on December ] enemy infantry
and tanks supperted by severe dive-bombing gained ground at Tebourba,
Qerman tanks were reported at Bou Arada on December 2, During these
two days, enemy reconnaissance and corbat aircraflt were actlve, and
the operations of long-rarge night bombers increased in intensity.
After two days of fighting US troops drove the Germans from Fald,
inflicting 200 casualties, The enemy contimues to deliver reinforce-
ments by sea.

The E1 Aouina (Tunis) and Sidi Ahmed (Bizerte) airdromes were
heavily and repeatedly borbed on December 1 and 2; Oabes airdrome
was also attacked. Four (probably eight) ememy airplanes were shot
down December 2. The enemy attacked Bone airdrome, Decerber 2, while
our replacement airplanes were landing, at least eight of the latter
being destroyed. Two American bombers were shot down at Bizerte
December 3.

Concentration of Western Task Force strength in the area Rabat-

Part Lyautey contimes.
ASTATIC THEATER

1, General Bissell reports that a raid was made on December 1

by our fighter aircraft from Kweilin on an enemy airdrome under construc-

tion in nerthermn French Inde-China.
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2. On December l six heavy borbers successfully attacked an
enemy motor transport concentration at Fyawbwe, Burma {75 miles south

of Mandalay). All aircraft and crews returned safely.

PACIFIC AND SQUTHAMST FACIFIC AREZAS

1. In his operations summary for the 2L-hour period ending
1300 GCT, December 3, General MacArthur reports that the Tth Australian
Division continued its appressive action; its forward elements were
advancirg slowly eastward after clearing out a pocket of enemy troops
trapped rear Ocna. US troops were continuing their reorganization
near Buna, whers Japanese transport airplanes, protected by Zeros,
supplied their forces by perachute on December 2, Our air farces
continued to support our action in this area in a series of coordi-
nated attacks on enemy pround troops and installations, One of our

airplanes was destroyed.

2. Tor December l, Oeneral MacArthur reports that activities
in New Guinea were confined to patrol operations, supperted by his
air force which also attacked the airdromes at Lae and Sglamaua, a
schooner off Timor, and the airdrome at Kavieng. One light bomber

failed to return.
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NORTH AFRICAN OPERATIONS

1. General Eisenhower reports that enemy air raids on Bone,
November 29 and 30, were ineffective against our shipping. On
November 30 our aircraft attacked the airfield, barracks, and rail-
road yards at Qabes as well as El Aouina airport and town. E1
Aouina airport was again bombed on December 2,

On December 1 the British "Blade" force was withdrawn and
wag replaced by US Combat Command "B" which cleared the Tebourba-
Chouigui area of most of the enemy forces, Our fighter aircraft set
several enemy tanks afire at Djedeida; enemy patrols were reccoupy-
ing Depienne and Pont du Fahs, The fishting around Tebourba and
Choulgui was remewed on December 2. In these two days each side
left about 23 tanks on the battlefield, including 11 of the British
undergoing repair.

The British 6th Armored Division is concentrating in the

Beja area.

2. Oereral Eisenhower transmitted the text of the proposed
arrangement between Admiral Darlan and Governor General Boisson on
the one hand, and General Eisenhower and Mr. Murphy on the other,
with respect to French West Africa.

He also announced that the provisional arrangement with.

respect to French shipping was signed on December 3.
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PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREAS

In his operations summary for December 2, General MacArthur
reparts that the Australian Tth Ddvision, against light opposition,
moved cne battalicn some five miles eastward alorng the coast from
Gona. US foarces, attacking from the south and east, made some progress
arainst enemy positions at Buna.

Allied borbers and fighters maintained their support of these
attacks. They also attacked two enemy cruisers off Beco (Timor) and
an enemy concentration of bombers and fighters at the Penfoel airdrome

where five airplanes were set on fire.
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NORTH AFRICAN CPERATIONS

On December 1 Allied forces repulsed counterattacks near
Tebourba and Chouipui at the tip of our salient, The enemy main-

tained his effective dive-bombing.
ASIATIC THEATER

On December 1 twelve of our fighter airplanes bombed and

machine-gunned Maingkwan, Burma, causing heavy destructien.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREAS

1. In his operations summary for the 2l-hour period ending
1500 GCT, December 1, General MacArthur reports that the Tth
Australian Mwvision had iscolated the enemy at Gona into a small
area on the beach., Allied reinforcements have been transparted to
the forward areas by air. The US 32nd Division was reorganizing,
and had advanced slightly at Buna.

Late on December 1 four Japanese destroyers reached the
vicinity of Buna and Gona for a short time. Seven attempts involving
L3 of our bombers were made to attack the shipsj of the 60 to 80
enery airplanes which intercepted them 21, probably 23, were shot

down with & loss to our air force of two tombers.
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Kahili airdrome was bombed, one enemy fighter being destroyed
an the runway.
Aerial reconnaissances disclosed the departure of the last

destroyer and two transports from the Buka Passage.

2. Since his campaipn on the north ccast of New Ouinea is entirely
supported and supplied by air, Gemeral MacArthur recently asked for
additional troop carrier units. The War Department has taken steps to
dispatch in about two weeks the first squadron of four, belenging to
the 317th Troop Carrier Group, which had been acheduled for departure

next February.
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NORTH AFRICAN OPERATIONS

1. On November 30 the British 35th Brigade made an unsuccessful
attack on the hill north of the Station de Jefna which commands the
road to Mateuwr, and is recrganizing., Their 11th Bripade is maintain-
ing contact with the enemy at Djedeida which has not yet been com-
pletely captured. The "Blade" armored force which was the spearhead
of the advance is now in reserve, providing offensive patrols. Other
British troops are operating offensively north of the line Oudna-
Massicault. Air action, well coordinated with his pround elements,
contimues to give effective support to the enemy's defense apainst
the Allied assaults.

US Combat Command "B" (a reduced strength armored brigade)
is concentrating in the area indicated on the map.

On November 30 an attack was made on Bigerte docks by our
"flying fortresses"; one ship was seen burning., The enemy made an

air attack on Bone in the afternoon.

2. The Signal Corps is now operating a direct radioc channel

between Algiers and Washington.

ASTATIC THEATER

Ceneral Bissell reparts that six heavy bombers successfully
attacked the docks and shipping at Rangoon, November 29; one heavy




bomber is missing,
The same night cther heavy bombers, attacking Port Blailr, Andasan

Islands, scored a hit on a naval muxiliary boat.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREAS

1. In his cparations summary for Novesber 30, General Macirthur
reports that slow progress was made by all Allied ground troops in the
Buna area; elements have reached that village. Intensive asrial
support was given to these operations; seven (probably ten) enemr
airplanss were shot down with a loss of three fighters and ome trans-
port.

COther Allisd air attacks wore made on Falsi and on the Lag
airdroms. Ineffective air sttacks were made on Fort Moresby and on
two Allied corvettes en route to Timor. Ome airplane protecting the

corvottes was shot dowm,

2, Oeoneral Harmen's opsrations surmary fer November 29 mentioma
an attack by five "flying fortresses" on two ememy freighters and two
destroyers; one freighter was left stationary and smoking. Three out
of ten Japanese mursuit aircraft, attempting to intercent our bombers,
ware shot down.

Reconnaissance missions were flewn by "flying fortresses" from
Espiritu Santo and from Ouadaleanal eon Newesber 30, Two Zoros were

shot down west of Choiseul Island,
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