
( -z_.) 

I I 

F~t~n '· '~•lt ~1~ 
!!:~lfkl) c;-.r,, 
DWs nt b~oo.e (9/27/ill) 

Ia*-- AUG 2 9 :<J f._ ,, ~~ 

-



-. 

• 

1'/AR OEPARTI.!l'm' 

!>AlLY OPDUTI C!IAL SUlll.!ARY 

No. 379 

cnoo ltec..:ber 2J to cnoo ltece:ober 2~. 19~ 

QQIT ~ 

!.!:!]; t:HITE !lQ!1g 



• 

• 

.EcLASSIPTd 
~~~ Lo<•or 0-S-78 

IIOllTII AFIUCIJ'l OP?Jl/l'clot!S 

l. 'i'hc oib.Jation in Tunisia rtnal..nl'd ocs!!l'ltially unciwlj;od 

<iuril'{; Doccr..ber 22 , 

2. All A.""' ric"" personnel on tho tro.nsport •strathallM• 

torpedoed at 01)1 Doc~rt>or 21 arc s<U"o, includinr )1 I"Ulrses o..~d 

5 :rue officore . 

3 , Ooneral f.iaenhC>'IOr , su=nrizint: tho activities of our air 

force in the I:Orth African theater froa l:ovel:lbor 8 throu0> :looe..-t>or 

18, states that 9) eno::v aircraft hove been destroyed, 22 pro'!>:lbly 

destro,,d, o.~d ) !; d<o'l~d in aerial coli>at . ilot'"""' 55 and 60 

ononv aircraft MVO bc!!l'l clostro;!Cd on tho cround . Our cori>at 

losses for tho sMO poriod to t al 55. 

PACir'IC ,\liD SOUT!E.c..ST PACIFIC A.'!E..S 

' .. In his oporaUan:: ::w:no.ry tor the 24-hour period ondilt: 

l)OG OCT, Docai>e>r 22, Ocncral !:ac.~'mr re>ports that his ~urd 

!orcas, o.ided by alr cupport, conUnuod thoir steclCtf advance over 

the small aroa ronain~ to the ensm;r in tho Bun~~-snnananda nrc a . 

In other alr ncti v1 ty, ships at Arawo and Capo Cunninchnm (Hew 

Britain) were attacked, at least om bcinc oct afire . One eneny 

fi!Jhter lr.l4 shot dalm n."ld tm of our aireraft were lost . 

8E8~l!T 
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!.Ot" 1 6-.1-1, 

An enoll\'1 oubmnrino apJ'=ontly D.ttcor.ptod to 51Jpply tho 

CflCll\'1 in tho l.&lb.lrc i\ivcr area (60 111l.oo IT./ or O..nn) on tho n:l<;ht$ 

of Deconbcr l6-l9 o.nd 19- 20 . 

2 . Geloral !lo.n>on re;>orts that on lloce::lbc>r 22 " •f'lyins 

fortress• dropped toft> tons of <ier.!olitio:l$ on tho cnecy lar>.di..'ltl 

field at Kahili ( :Jouc:ain,'ille) . 

s SEC!!£ I 



• 

• 

7/AH DEPAfiT),[ENT 

DAILY OPF.HAT!ONAL Sll!'I.!ARY 

llo. 378 

0700 December 22 to 0700 December 23, 1942 

COPY J:Q!! 

!!!§ J::1i!!]; !lOUSE 



r 

• 

• 

... ~·jL.•.,~!Jtrt'Q 
: •.. 7~ 

WESTZRII llE!.iiSPK!lRE 

General Butler rep<>rts that on Deccobcr 20 an 11ttack on Kioka 

was ,,.,de by five hMvy bombers , eicht ""'dium bombers , end nine 

f :l<!ht c r airpl.anos. Tho rosulting <!runllge included an =ni tion ex-

plosi on . Tlnre •.-rorc no airplane looses in spi te or lxtavy antiair-

craft .fire , 

EUllOP::WI TJ&TER OF OPER~TIOIIS (LESS TORC!l) 

./ 
A suppl emontar-; r oport on the Romilly-sur-seinc raid of 

December 20 states that 7l out or the 101 heavy bo:d>ers which were 

dispatched reached the targot aroa . Hi ts were obtained on buildir(ls 

and eMr.\)' aircrs.ft, many fires being stsrted. Our crows claim that 

LS enoey fi&htors wore destro)ed Md 26 probably destroyed. 

IIORTH AFRICA!! OPERATIOliS 

l . Continuod oneey air activity, includi.ne sane bombing of 

our installnti ons, r.as l"Oportad from Tunisia for Decemcr 21 . 

British bori:>ers boom Ualta attacked Tunis and La Gouletto on tho 

ni&ht of Dccemllor 2D-21. 

2. Replying to sn inquiry by the ·.rar Department, Oeneral 

Eisenhower reports that ohiJX"'nt of US troops from the United Kine:­

dom to llorth Africa will roach the follorting totals Tlhcn tho next 
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convoy sails: 

To Eastern Taak Force 
To Ccntor Task Foree 

Total 

13, 000 
124, 700 

137, 700 

This will compJ.ota the shipments at present plannod. 

AFRICAIHJIDDU: EAS'reRII T!BI\TER 

1. General Brereton r eports that nritish boobcrs oadc a 

second attack on Sousse on the night of Dece~r 16-19 . 

2. The 'Jar Department author iUld General. Adler to ''lith draw 

his rnicsion from mtssia and return to Cairo aD soon as practica~le . 

ASIATIC Tl!l'.hmR 

General Bissell reports that Lashio \T!lS tho target Of a 

suceessl\11 raid Dece.-:~ber 20 by seven mediu.'ll bonbers escorted ~J 

ten pursuit cra!'t . Hits T.-ere reported on the ru.nvray, dispersal 

area, warehouses, and fires •.:ere started in tho tO'm'l. 

PACIFIC fll:D SOUTft'IEST PACIFIC AR".AS 

l. In his operations sumary for the 2L- hour period ondl.tu 

at 1300 GCT1 December 21, General J.:acArthur reports that there hrul 

been no raterial chan{le in the cround situati on in Jlew Guinea. Our ,;' '0 ,..., 
supporting air croJ't harassed the enentY posi tions . Finochhafcn was 

attacl<Dd twi ce , t wo small vessels being destroyed . EnOntY d roroJ't 

S2LhEf 
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boll!bed Port !.loresl:r.r unO'Jcceosi\llly tho nieht of December 21- 22. 

In T1rnor the Japanese continued their attacks on Allied 

troops . 

At P.nbaul 76 ~hips wore siehtod, including uL mer chantmen 

totallina about 242 ,000 tons . 

2 . GeM rol l'.nmon r eports that oo Deced>or 20 nttacks on 

I l.Unda and Y,.a.hili ''Jere carried out by "!lyin& for-tresses" osccrted 

by pursuit crart . 

• 
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IIOR:tll A.FRlCAll OPBRATIONS 

3261(£9 
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080 L••••r. 6-8-78 

During Deccbor 19 and 20 growld activities in Tunisia again were 

cont!.ned genero.ll,y to patrollin;:. 'n>e ·~·· dhposi~ions su;:gest 

the poosibility of a .. otJ>er attack on our south !lank toward lledj ..... l-Dab. 

1!1s Bherte-Tunis bridsehead appears to hav8 been extended to include 

Sousse and J(airouan. Rocent. contacts with his tonrard cle;nents are ae 

indicated on the attached .ap. Skirmiohing movee back and fort.h through 

• Pichon, >lhich is now held by Allied forcso, 

On December 19 air operations wero llllitod b)' rain, but the rail­

road yards at S!ax wero bomed w1 t.hout lo .. ot a117 of our aircraft. 

Roconnaissance and boalber aircraft were a cU. ve over our ere& on 

Deccber 20. 

PA.CIPIC AliD SOJ1!i\V!'.ST PACIFIC AREAS 

l. In his operations IJWli!D&ry !or tho 24-hour period ending at 

• l)OO OCT, Decubor 20, General l!acArt.hur reports tJ>et US and 

Australian !orces, eupportod by aircrefi, artlllorr and tanks, .ado 

subotantial gains in t.he Gape &>daiadere eector. The Australian 7th 

Division captured 186 R&baul natives near tho mouth or tlte Amboga 

River , !lew Guinea . Thoro '''"' little air activit)' beyond that in 

support or ground operations . One heavy bomber 1o missing from a 

reconnaissance ~osion. 

2, Oaneral ll&:raon Aports that on Doctolbor l9 .. von • fl¥1ng 

fortresses• eacorted I&' oiellt pursuit craft deetroyed buildings and 

Ql t .l41, 
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ot&rtod several l&r&• tiros at Uunda. Over tho Shortl and Iolando thio 

mission was intorcepte4 by 20 Japaneoo fighter airplanes of which 

three were destroyed. Single r4tcoM&isaance,-boab1ng oissio."lS we re 

acain carried out by • !lyins fortresses• ovtr Xt.hl.ll, llunda and Bulc&, 

large tireo bein& otarted at Bulc&. US pureutt aircrAft strafed the 

coastal road on Cuadaleanal n-o" Boneg1 Rivor t o Tas5afaronga • 

Si388t!5T 



~.,..Ja • 
• 
~ 
• ~ .... 

•• •• 
~ .. ·· •• • • 

t .......... 
~ 

' • • • • • • 
" • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

' • • • • • • • • • 

\ 

0 

Pic"on 

" ·'· J 

S ill aT I 

o 1:nteur 

'l 
I 

' -' 

0 

, 
' ' I 
' ' 

....... 0 

I , 
I 

If ! 

• ....... MILlS 

,. 
' 



• 

• 

• ) 

~ILl' OPERATI(J!AL S\!1.1.!.\RI 

llo. ')76 

cnoo J)Occmber 20 to 0700 December 21, 1942 



94i£9iiiiii;;f; 
:..:r •:::rru 
~.,~0:' 6-.'l-72 

E1JPDI'EAII !\!!:.\TEll OP OP!lMTI!li:S (L!'.SS TOXH) 

In the ~opoat. penetration yet :-.;)de into OcrT.:..n-oqouJW-d terri .. 

tory lrJ US airera.tt, a ot.ron.c f'o:oce or h"'BV)' bolftHtr1 at.t.acked t.ba 

&1rcra.ft. depot. at. :bd.l.~ ... ~inOc ~tl1 betor• noon Dto.ber 20. 

':'be :d.u1M. 1a QOMil'ef'ltd: t.o "ow ~ t:nU.SUall;r .ucceu!\)1. "'X.ecy 

f1&ot.e:- ~it.icn wu ccnt.imlooa !'roc the J'rench cout. c.o ~._ ~!. 

by CII.U' aii'Cra.tt , :Six 11 .Q,)1.nc toT't.:"'aseo 11 tail.ed t.o ret.u.m Gnd tvo 

llla'O cra.ah•lMdOd 1n tncJ.o,nd.. 

uonnt A11UCAIJ OPr.:.'lATIDUS 

1. t:o il!port.ant. uound operati<nS 11'0:"0 f'eport.o4 'by Olmer&l. 

~ tor Do-=bc-r 16; t..-.. CDI".:;; co~Ul-...Uid t.o be aoUn en t.he 

rtcM nanlc ot the Firat. J.rtq. 'ien CS bozDer• denn>)'ed N.il.road \ 

1r.$\4llat.ionl at. Souso1111 but. an enettV box barr4c't coet ua two airpl.4nea.\ 

Thirty-six "flyin!? rort.roaaea" attGc.Jd.nc ni:~!'tO obt.&inr~d hlta en • 

lieht. cruiae.r . 11\reo (probabl.;· ti· .. o) ot titteen ~MMY tichton inter­

oopti.np: this 1!\i.uian WN'O dootroyod. Ono •n.ytnc tort.rta1" w.ao Mot 

down md &notbrrr CU"&IIh• l.andltd.. ~':It botben att&ok«-d t.~ MLil.road 

yard: and. ~re.al arM at bt•u·, liM1e tight.er &J.rpl.L"MI at.t...cked 

~ t..~c:O and ot.htr CJ'OIInd. t.art:et-s. ?wda -. bortJ,ed. tv' 27 

~iOn# !ron Uitlt.a. n. eae.cy r.a.a KU.ve cwn CW' area, t.o r.t 

Md ':'hol<>pt.e (north of O&fl&) beizlG baobod. 

55£ 9FT 
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2. General C. 11. Smith reports that the acreenent covorint: our 

air t ranaport requireronts at Dakar h:ls been oisnod by tho Governor 

Ocnoral . llork M s boon startod on a tc.J:I?orary airdrom ·which vtill 

be completed in t~b""t 60 days Md will bo adequate duri."(: the dry 

seo.son . A ne,·r pornanont airdrom has boon authorized by the colony 

and \'till be eo"?letod before the rainy aoason . 

Our :ni!Jsion to llalror ;u·rived Dccenioor 20 . 

J , General Eisenh01•cr reports that on Dccenioer 20 , end on his 

representations, Aaniral Darlan removed from office the J.)l.yor of 

Constnntine whose influence, General EisenhO\'tllr l'tlls convinced, was be inc 

used against us . 

AF!UCfJH.IIDDLE EASTE!llf TID~TER 

General Androws reports that scvontccn or his heavy bor.ibors 

at tacked t he ho.roor of Soussa the night of December 18-19, droppJre 

17~ tons of bombs . All "ire raft returned. 

ASL\TIC THEATER 

General Bissell reports that on Decenioer 18 six f'illht~r :>i..'"Pltmes, 

reconnoitering the fuka.lmg Valley ( northern Burma), nttncked the tovm 

of lianh:lrmc (l$' miles e"ot of !.!yitlcyin") . 
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PACIFIC AtiD SOU'rli.IEST PACIFIC Afl.'-\S 

1 . In hia operations """"""'Y tor tho 2L- hoo r period mdinu 

1,300 GC':, Docam'ber 19, c.e,.,r al. l!:loArthur reports t!lat t!lo A•·otral14n 

7tb Division advanced sli{:ht.l3 tDWilrda S&nananda . J.:ediua and 11;-ht 

bo::ilera aupported ground operations In tha am;, l.:isaien aren . The 

el'.ai:ff convcr; reported the J'!"Ovioue <Illy apJ>lll"cntl.y reached tho How 

Guinea coast, nnd on l)occrllcr 19 wao ncnin attacked lr; me diu" and 

heavy bo:nboro on its return voyo.co; othor bombers att.aelOld a licht 

cruiser ond a cloetroycr north of !low Britain. J;oar msseo woro 

secured on all the! sa vesse1s . Lrut and !!&dane HrL"'bor 'lml"C also 

attacked . Five moJ!IY aircraft wero deot"'l"!d; "" lost " heavy 

bomber. 

2 . In 111r operations over tho S011th Paei.fie Doeorber 18, 

"flyina .fortroesoe" with fighter prot action twieo attocklld tho 

• eneqr t>ivoune area at llmda l'oi:>t destroying the =nition o.nd 

) supply clmp. Roeonnaieamec-bo::il~ rnids by single • flying 

.fortreosea" 111lrc nlco pertcrcod at !llnd.a lind I:.O.'Ull, and pursu i t 

SECRET 
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I!KCLAMifrD 
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Inclement vmathor p-evented ~rAtions in the western Aleuti:Lna 

ll<!eomar 16, but ~ho next c!a,y, four '>e>ov-; bonbor~ pounded the sub-

carine b:Lae and -arbor shore lina at Kialca . A tmat.'te.r r.ission, 

roldn& a thorouch reconnaissance of AMchitka and t."" Se:Uchio, fOJnd 

no activity, nor anythil'{; now at Kieka or Attu . 

~ l!OllTI! AFIUCAll OP.:UATIOt:S 

1 . In tho llir attaef.s en Tullio and Bizorte, previOJsly reported 

Io:- ll<!ceober 1$, oi;;ht oneey aircraft wero cloatroycd in ths air ond 

six to ten on tlv> (;I'OWld; on ll<!eetlber 16, four encr:v and one Allied 

On Docombor 17 our air forceo attackad Oabes, docks and 

shippinc at Tunio and Bizerto , and an onou\Y airdr0100 nollr Djodoido . 

Five enell\Y planes were shot de""; all our ~ircraft retu...,ed sl\!ely. 

E:nft\Y cr ound activity l!Outh and southeast of l!edjez-cl- :lllb 

durin;) ll<!ceo:ber 16 and 17, tended to confir:> a report t..'la t )0 Ald.a 

tanka and opproxitl3tely aoo troop• had ~nterod t..'rl.o area. On ll<!ee:o­

bcr 17 Alliod action ncain eonsioted in activo patrol1tne . 

2 . In an oxohnnlle of mo•saeca Gonorlll Eisenhower infomed the 

liar ll<!partmont th4 t he is quite willin& to accept the l oath Infantry 

l!attaliCI:l in hie t heater . 'ih1s 1o the battalioo of A::erieano of 
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USD Letter, 6-8-?a 

Japanese ex~rac tion who \lora ~ranaforrod !rom tho Ha·ll':lUnn Dor.nrtl'lont 

~ Camp l.ieCey, ,/l.oconsin, last June . OMcral EisenhO'IrOr aoke t.hot the 

batUlion complo~ ito trainirl· b<>foro r-oilin~; h• 'Till then rotul&~ 

ito approac.'l to co:.b<lt IJ'"a<ilally so as ~ r;ivo it the best opportunity 

to m:<n a £00<1 altowin3. Under presont echo<illoa tho unit will 'be 

reacy for ehipnJnt in June 19laJ. 

ASIATIC T!t::ATEn 

Gonorol lliaool1 repOrts that on Dooonber 16 US pursuit aircroft 

sot !1re ~ meey food sUJ>;lli'>" a..,d attAcked oth~r targets in lluma; 

t.'le nan &J.y five cedi= bo::t>ers, find~ thdr tar(;ot at Luhio 

covered by ovor®ot, dropped their cxp1ooivoo on Lung1inc nnd then 

attacked an ene~ truck coluon . 

PACIFIC AI;]) SOt.'T!r.fCS'i' P1\Cil"IC AllEAS 

l. . In hia operations s=ry for tho 2L-hour per iod cndinc 

1)00 GC7, Dee~r 18 , ::lcneral !.!:u:.'.rthur TOFt& tmt Australl.An4 

in conjunction with the t.:s 128t.'> Infantry copt.ured CaP" ::mlaiac!ere. 

'The Austroli&., 7th Division com;>l~~d t:•o moppin.:; up or the o=l1 

vill<>~:e noor tho mouth of the Anbocn River . In the Bismarck• ou r 

"llyinc fortroooos" nnd other bod>oro ropentodly attacked 1111 cne~ey 

convey of tour doatrO"}Cro, one light cruiecr, and tw t ransport. 

escorted by 0~1 fi<;hter aircraft, ,..,ich was apparently steerJ..nc for 

29Z!Gi tZ I 
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!.lods.na, !low OU1noa . Four hits wo•·o oeorod on tho eroiaer, 'mich 

was soon to bo oinkinG after tho o~;nront ex,losion o! ito mor,a­

z1nco . 'l'ro J~;>ano"" Zero 1'1shtero were ohot dmm . AU&tralian 

attack planoa erippl~d a c::all me~· vu:ol ore ti'.e ncrt.heaat tip 

o! T'iccr and lett it 1n a sinJdn& condition . other ba:bl..nc opera­

tion: "",... carried out a;:a1nst Lo.e , an airdrorr near ~dane, and on 

ene~~held villa;:o ncar the mouth ot tho Kunusi River . 

2 , Direetivoa >roro issued !or the activation or 12 llobilo , 

Air-borne, Antiairorott bat.taries tor diapatch to tho Soothwoat 

Paci!'ic Area 1n April, and ateht quartanlt.oter ~eo, paek, tar 

dispatch 1n !.lll;r. '!"roSA> units nre especially suitable tor operations 

1n tho terro1n over much Oener .ll. J.:aeArthur expects to operata . 

3. General !Inmon reports toot o1nslo "ny1nu fortrosooe" , 

attao~ the mc:ey landing tiAlda o.t Y.ahili (nooza1nvillo) a~d 

t llinda (!:"" OOO!'Cia Island) on December 17, set tire to tour oneey 

airplanea on the crouzxl and caused other da::la.."" . 

91PPIRP'f 
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1. nao ilAl" bopArt.atont. tl'Mil=ittod t.o General ~irtotlhCII'ltl' ll 

llll!oo,_:e trcm th• Preddtnt dat.od Deeet!'ber 1$ in.!ontd.n.", I1.1A t.h.ot Ulo 

President U'U U" .. t d&)' A;l'J)01nt.1f\; l.:r. ~""?lU t.o bo hs.. I)CU"'onal 

reP"-Mnt.at.1n 1n UorUI A.h'ica w:u .. ~ tf't~ !"''mlc of )UnUtAr. J.)-. 

lb.~ 1d.ll cont.ln.M an General S~:-•a •t..!t 1n hta pr-.aeot 

With the ':Jar Depal"tmnt. auct:ute a change . the Brltl.lh Oo-ternoe:tt 

u boJ.nc wo ..... d . 

2 . 03 Decea.bor 16 ti{!htcr airplanes bot:bod I!M'IIIY ah.ipp~ o!! 

t.he 'lUnisia.n ceo at. Md deat.:'O"rd on. tnct\Y tit'pl&lt. l.i(lrt. bolibor& 

at.\.a.cX«l t."le ra1l..road )'al"de .... t. or l,:a.t.eo.l!" and t..~ &JWred vo."'.1.el.a 

ti.-pe.-s:al c.rea at !!t.a.akaalt. l.ll Ol.:' a~-erL."'t. Nt~~amtd. 

) . 1'he lear tlq:art;oent not.ltiad UenoNl :.laenhoter that daU;r \ 

NIW\d trips by ~l.u L-ootored tran.spcrta aro nor boin.c operated 

t.o tho r.oat eoG.st. ot A.!rlca rroa 1!1atd ancl :-ta.ahi.nct.M, retpoctivoly. 

ll. Oeno:-al. I:benhowtr wu intor~~ed ot tho eatabliel'IDent. by the 

Pleet. 37 Uda pl.,, 1n ~1dl Ot.neral ~en~.!' baa p~OIW.,7 «a­

cr=red, t.!:e terce, unc!or ldttJ.ral ~ .. tt, w1ll .,,.,.. .:.ndtr the eo:t'WK! 

ot <kneral i.i...wr.:.r N Ckln:ande.r-in~r o! '!..,_,. Ullod force 1n 

G&Si!&f 
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On DtciiJibo~ 1.7 US Md.iwt bombers co:nt.lrued. t.o ;art.1¢:1po.~ in 

att.acke on A.x.1a toreoe wvtt. or U AcheU., dro~ a total ot 28 

t.OM of boabo on 6norv t'IOt.or tran.oport. Md Ant141rero!t. beltt.orica 

nnd dest.royinr, An lriOW'lition ~· Our ticht.ora and !J.chter-bcr.bor c 

tll•o havo baon at.t.aclcif1: ta.ruot.e ot opport.unit.y 1'd.t.h ox.eollont reool ts. 

O:no 1.2-109 'nl dttat.l"O}'Od. llo IJS a.ircrA!'t louco WOl"t ropo:r-tc<l. 

1. In hU opr-rat.iont ~ tor t.I'IO 2L .. h0ur por10d o:ru:U.n& 

1)00 ocr, Oooo~or 17, Qonoral CacAJ"t.hur I"'pO.rt.l t.h~t Ulied farces 

in :;ow :Aiinoa cont.lmod U'.cir uoJl:rl.nt""o'l' oponticna, ..a1ntll1n:1n& 

viccro.~• pat.roll~ ~ou:\. U. .,._, Our &1. .. terce oont.L"med 

it.s euppo:rt. fl ;J"'Und o;-"~Ntlont, and also bcdJ.td ~e.n;.;-hald t.c:nma 

on -n..... 

? • O..ral lla.mcrl r.port.J that. CD Doc.aber 1.6 .,.f1.7ing ta:-tres~s• 

e.ccrwd b7 p;rl"aa!\. &Jrc:ra.tl., 1n two at.t.aclcs ..,untt. the J&pmt-ISO 

I.a.~ ne14 •• - (t .. Gocrcta) - ... ocoiN< u.. ....,..,. •= 
bi'tCIU.&C &l"H ctd f1.CINI at t.:au, d.roppo.d mer o.i(:Moen t..e~M or 

..- 81i5957 
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explosivoo and ohot down throe ot twelve in~orooptin& ene~ !iehtcrs. 

One "fl11.nc fortreaa" T .. us shot down but it~ crcm lmS rescued. 

J . Oone ral llar:oon reports thAt the first echelon o! the 2Sth 

Infantry Division arl"ivod at <l.Jadalcon.'\l Dcce:nbcr 17 D.nd is dobarki.na 

oatistactorily. This echelon conaiat.s or 3)9 otN.cero, 17 11L.'TO."lt 

otticore, ond SSS8 anliotod cen on tho P!!!SIM.T JOH:tsO!:, r:OO!ll).\l.l and 

!ClllllS . 
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!rO!lTl! AFRICAN OFE!lATIONS 

JICJ:.ASSIJID 
&SO l th t ' r 5-3- 72 

l. On December 15 fourteen of rur mcdiUJ:l and hMV'/ bowers 

bombed El Aouina llirdroll'e , Tunis, at tho cost ot one oodiun bod>er 

brought dmm b"J ant iairel"'a.ft f ire . T\1elve "tl.yinu fortresses" 

attacked the harbor at ll1zerte also encounter :ing int e!Uie antiaircraft 

f ire as well as sn:oke screens in the target area. Im-ine t he ni~:ht 

llocetlilor lS-16, British bombers from !:alta bonbod 1\mis ond La Goulott c 

contirnlousl y for ~even hours causinG extensi ve dal"Bge . Ener.tr aircraft 

1·:ere acti vo , ~specially in the vicinity of Bono . 

Ground activities in '1\misia durin<: Dccc:nbor 16 tmre acrain 

limited to p.>trol.J.ing, t he enelll'f consolidating his defenses . 

2. Oonoral Eisenhower was asked t o infm-m Governor General 

Boies on that, Tleather pormitt~, t he mission hea<!ed by Adniral 

Glassford >li.ll arrive at Dakar on Dcco!lber 19 • 

3. General Eisenho-•er recently inquired ao to the IMllnBr in 

which Finance 01'fi cc1·o =Y advance and accoont for .l\mds for pa,y and 

pensions of French ar:md forces Which have been (lUarant eed by t he US 

Govcrn:nent . »e was inforned that lump sUJliS should be advanced on a 

contractual basis to des1cnatod French aut horit i os in accordance with 

tho r at es of pa,y and ree;ulations of tho French Arm7 in tho t er>-itory 

involvod . Actual pa.yronts to individuals will be rodo by t hese French 

officers or persons dcs J.cnated by them. I t ems other than ~ or 

7 Jill! 2 .it 1 1 



~icN whleh it. 1a ~ nteet.M.r7 to a~ce to t.be t'Nr.:ch ar.:od. 

!orees will be iuued 1n kind a."\d not. on • cuh but., as each it~ 

~ bf, .ubJOC~ ~o Wbltq\101'1\ adJ'Jfl~t undor the lend-tea.. Act. 

Gmor&l. trrorot.on report• t.Mt. on Doconber l$' US mediw:s bo::ber s 

~ p.u-.u1t oir-cl"CLtt contirNod their at.t.dclct on tl\e rot rellt inc e.MJ:V 

motor colume with ertect.ivo rewlte. In aer ial co:bat a JJeucrachmitt 

l.09 was dea~royed, 1M 111111 clo,y ninlt US hC..V'/ bor.bort 4ootro"JOd t."'f! 

round hooao Md J'OJ!Air dtpot. at S!ax. All our aircr.f t r 0:turncd cat't'ly. 

~no,.al 91.o~oU• o bCIIIbor o.t~di tt.t~or a1rcrAt1. woro f.Ct1\'0 1n 

operat..lOM 1n bN and Jl'roanch In~ c!urlnc t..'le patt !ttrt c!qs. 

On Deeenber 12, hil !i,eht.ctt'l aac.'\i.noo-<""\l..-ntd tho cnecy in bl"o ~ 

) north of ~~¢no (f!u=), 1:> • -~ ••t..C:..., Do.-.. lh.., 

the aizod:roon) at lfanol 'b7 dx mdiu.a bo::be.ra and :ourt.ee:t !1Ght.er 

oacort.o, hU.• wore .oortd. on llhope and~ tnd tho oU at.c~ 

-.. i02;1t.td, ~ to a tul:!Mqqtm. pho~l)Me reecmaU.sa:\oe. 

D.l~ t.hia •~t.ae·~ , me ot tJuow Ji:.,.,_,, 1ntuoept1A& &1..-c...-..rt. 1f&S 

abot. ~ u .. u u an •~10' bJpl..ane. On V.ot~r lS' Clll-:;t =d...<:r 

c(lr.YOy8 nNJ' ~tine and ~ Wf'll bcabed and r"'lll:bino;..'\<n:'ll!d 

\tf' cur t'te:bter a1rcrat1. lt:leh rettomed U\t next. daJ- to at.t.ac;c t.~ 

latt.o:o placo. 

SEC:t T 
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PACIFI C A~'D SOUTlf,'IJ::sT PACIFIC AI\E.\S 

In his oper ations SUJ:Il:la.'"Y for the period endin:l lJOO OCT, 

Deccr.lbcr 16, General l!acArthur reports that the US J2d Division 

made GOJOO progress nanr Bu.M; he has ooved reinforcements into the 

area by air and sea . Our medium bonDers and pursuit ai:rcra.!'t 

supported l and operations , attcckin& the Ja;>anese activities ncar 

the mouth of t he KUJtllsi River ond elsewhere in the coroat zone in 

tlew Ouinea . 



~ DEPAR'f'~"T 

DAILY OPERATIONAL SUl.W.P..Y 

No . 372 

0700 December 16 to 0700 December 17: 

TliE l':HITE HOUSE 



• 

.. 

• 

• 
' • .. • ... 

~~'tA ' ... 

• 
~ 
• 

.~ 
•• 

.... ·· .... 
••• 

• 
• t . ... .... . 

' • • • • • • • .. 
• • • • 

• • • • • 
• • • 
• • 
• 
~. 

• • 
• • • • • • • J • 

• 10 

\ 0 lo!ATWR 

I 
BEJA 
/ \ JEZ-EL-BAB o pa:o 

a @EBOURSOUJ..~ Co.nbar d • 0 {! I 
eo...... 1 D•v 

GAr·• · cJ 
o';i 

~~ 
n>-' 
!: 

't.J.I , ' .. ! 
..... 1 ... IIIL II 

• 10 

' 

.. ' 



• 

D!CLASSIPid 
01~ Lottor, ~-S-78 

E1JROPEA!1 'rtCA'I'3.'! OF OPZ!lA'l'IOt:S (WSS TOilCH) 

General Bonesteel reports an unident1I1od airplane over Iceland 

on December l$ . 

tlOllTII AFRICA! I OPc:M ?IOiiS 

During lleceJ:ber 1.4 and l$, around activities in ?unioi.a were 

generally l:IJ:dted to po.trolliJlj:. Contacts """" mdc with enc::;y 

po.trolo alO!lll the ccncr<ll Uno shown en attacbcd cap While reports 

were received of cnolltl !ort1Iicat1ons in tho vicinit;r ot ?ebourb<> 

and of mov""'ent • cf &l'"IOOred vehiC>les . 

On December lL our heavy boCiboro ac:Un attacked the docko at 

'!Unis, a dl.rect hit beinC reported on one vessel, os well M Bi:orto 

where four enclltl interccptinl\ nirpl.nnes were destr oyed. 'lb> raUrond 

yards and gasoline stor<lCO D.t S!o.x wore tlrlce <lttecl<ed b;r our D.ir­

cr<lft; our pursuit airplam s destroyed snvor <ll enelltl trucks Md ll 

• grounded airpla-~c . Our loeeoo were ano P- LO . 

General Brereton reports ti\At US aircr<lft eontinllod their 

attacks on retrcatill! AXis !orcoo in Cyrenaica, Decedler lJJ, Two 

of our pilcts arc t:ll.ooiJlj:. 



• 

SEd?§' 

PACD'IC AIIO SOUTifof.!ST PAC!r'IC AREAS 

1. In hia oper ation• su=ary for tho 2L- hour period encUnu 

1)00 GCT, Docel:bcr lS, O..mral llacArthur roports that tho US )2d 

Division continued its offensive patrollire and copping up operatioru~ . 

Throe lil!ht bol:bera attacked a Japanese-held "Village near tho :oouth 

of tho llacbaro Rivor. Two attacks nenr Gnomats, each by oix heavy 

boMbers, on tho Ja~coc returning convoy were intorcopted by cne~ 

fighters, three cr ~ich r.cre !hot down . 

Two eneey oe<!i.lm bcd>ero, raiding Port L'oresb)r em the n~ht 

o! Dooe_,. U-lS, cause<! five caeuoltieo . One O"""G' bol:ber '1124 

probably dootro;;ed by antinircr a.tt fire. 

2. !line ~lru-ine attack bol:bero, oecortod by throe lighters, 

attacked tho onou;y inetsllationo i n tho vicinity or Ulnda Field 

(I: ow Goor;ia) on Ooeecber lS . Another bomber- fil!hter toM mchino-

• gunned eneey positions cm Ouadalcanol and a "!'lyin& fortress• bol:bed 

t!1e Jtoh1li (llouca1nville) airfield. One of our fil!htcr U..cratt was 

lost in theeo operations. 

52Citz1 
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OlD Lot ter, ~-3-72 

The Servieea or S\lpply wore directed to esteblish and hold 

withil\ tl'o eontinonuu limts ot the United States a stratecie ro-

servo ot throe l:lOI'lths 1 sup!>lY of L:liJJ\I.tion fer all US A.rey !orceo 

overoeao or 1n Defense Co=d.o. This rcse>rvo will be tilled tror.: 

production as soon as practicable and l't1ll be dram upon by authority 

of tho Chief of Sto£f only. 

EUROPEAII n!EATER a? OPERATIOl;s (L!lSS 'I'OilCII) 

Ono unidentified aircr.ll't was reported aver Iceland, Dece::bor lh . 

:;ORI'H AFRICAll O~TIO!lS 

1. On Deecnber 13 air attack a were mde on a brl<Ue north or 

S!ax, on Soueae, and on ahippinij and docks at Bizerte and Tunis; 

one bo::ber i e tliuinij 0-'ld one craah-lanc!ed. On t he nicht or DeOCJ::bcr 

13-14 \Tellincton boJ:obers !roo !:alta attacked Tunis, hitting two lar&e 

ohipo , llo cont:>cts Tli tb the oneey" were reported by tho cround troope . 

2, OoncrAl Eisenh01ter reports that tho Fifth Arrtty lleaclquartors 

io beinn organized at Oujda (ncar tho ~roeean border, 100 1111lea 

ooutlni'Oot or Oran) and Headquortcre, iiostorn Taok Force, i s being 

redesiGnated as "lloaclqu:lrters, I Ar!:!crcd. Corps" . 



SEC: t~T 
t ·~!.71'6 

1 , Ocnerol. Dtotroton reports U'.at on Deoell'ber ll oicl'lteen heavy 

boobers etteet1vt l1 attacked Nrbo:- ~t.1onc and •h1pp~ -.t 

:;apJ.ea, uein£ ao" tMn fo6 t.~ a! bod)o. two enfiiO' WcT&ft 'll'h1c.'1 

2. us puravit &ircrt.!t, attacld.Jle: the A.xit rorcu ret.reatine 

west. or Ueroa Broaa, C)"l"C'naio.?., Docembor lJ, clroppod SJ, OOO l ba. or 

explosives on vehiol .. tnd othor tarcet.s ot oppot"Wn1t.y. In f'ir 

cc;d:)a.t resu.lti.q: rro. \.heeo oper.t.tian~ two ene::v tichtera woro 

dest.royed tor a l.ott ot one t3 pur~t e.."dp. 

1. In hill operations ~..:')" tor the 21.-Ma )'ltrio4 ~t:'ld.1lt: 

e 1JOO OCT, DtCOAbe.r 11., Ckner.l l.:ac.Arthu:- report1 t.hat. ~na wae trucen 

by o.u•ult. n. lft@'O" landed troops a:1d ru.ppliot at tht r»Jt.ht or 

the Kul!lu!1 and Uu:lb&ro JU.voNI (12--LO mil.eo, l"'IJ)fOt.ivol.)', nOZ"tmfctst. 

or Gm.a) rro. two CNiotrt and three dl!atl"')'81't . Six air att.aelal 

we..-e ade on t.ht cc:nvoy, .-,d 26 air att:.aeks en t.h• unload.S..nc opo:n­

t.1oa; baa•17 dla.a,p &4 1-... ue bellet"'ed to h&.,. rwul\.K. 

Otb!r .UU.4 &1r att.ecb "'JQ%'10 ::edt en Lu a.1.r4roart e.o4 

!!liGP'iir 



li:~ct.• :'"!:'m 
~ J.,.t1,-, r -"'- '~ 

Five, probably seven, Jape.neee f'iehtora were destr oyed Md tT.-o Allied 

airplanes crash-landed in l'%-1endly territory. 

A motor vessel convoyin& Auetralian and Dutch troop• to 

Timor was sunk by the enef.\Y on December 1 with a pr obabl e l oss of 

60 lives. 

2 . General Harmon reports that , on December 13, "nyin& for-

treBses11, escorted by pursuit aircraft, twice ef!eetivcly- nttacked 

the ene"'Y lanclin<: field at llinda, !lew Georgia Island. 

J, The OUadalcanal Corps (composed of units in that cenoro.l 

area) has been designat ed as the XIV Corps . 

&l!eat t 
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DICU88IFID 
OlD Lo\tor, fi-B-71 

!fORTH AFRICA If OP3RA TIOt"S 

On Dcccr:lhor 12 !lri ti•h for ca• mad!'> contact with thrae anelltf 

colums or infantry ond tanks, nclvo.ncinr.; f r oo Tunis, ,;hich att~"l'tcd 

to infiltrate no1·th and south of llldje2-<>l-ll.lb . 

En(!nv motor t ransport on the 't'unis- t.:cdjcz-ol- nab roaris vas 

attacked fro~ tho air . 

Seventeen II nyine fortr esses" dropped 42 tons of boo.?s on c.locks 

nnd shippins at 1\mis. Other air ncticn on th.o.t day resulted in tho 

destruct i on or trro cncey planes , one US ffehtor nnd two bor'lbors . 

Gener al Eiscnhovrer nnd Air t!arshal Tedd.,r have arranged ior the 

t e::rporary cxctuLnr.c of 11 n yine fortreBsPs" fron the t.!iddle 2ast for 

the lo~Pr-raneed Liberator heavy bombers or Gr>ncr al 5is~nhowor I 8 

comand. The object is te br in'l ths lMXinun ntur.bel" or bonbers to 

bcu upon Tunis and Bizerte which Tdll m•1 he Tlithin the effective 

range of bcttbnrdlnont fl"o::> Bon,~h.o.zi :15 well as fl"ort tho closer l!Ol"th­

wost African baseR, 

General Eisenhower repor ted the position nrcas of tho tlu·cc 

Prf'nch division::: in 'l\misia, shorm on a ttached mp. 

1 . On Deccmbor lJ US ! 18ht er - bomor aircraft took pert ill day 

in harass~--; the cnontr in his rotrcat !l"'O!'Tl El AchcUa . r;;.n:,r t r ucks 

Ttoro dest-royndj o;;c lost tno fiehtcr nirplanes . 



31i6Pfiilr 

2. Gener al Fit~eerald, co~din~ tho US A~ Force• in Central 

Atri ca, hao been rode responsible for the supply of US Al"l''tf forces 

at Dakar . Responsibili ty for !!Uppl.y of intern~diato airfields botr:ecn 

Dakar and Ca84blanca, and between Accr a and Oran, \Till be based on the 

location of tho port of ent ry fron rmich those airfields can most 

effectively be su,plicd. 

ASL~TIC THEAT:.'I 

Four mdiun bolli>ers and 11 fighter airplanes bonf>ed oil storaeo 

tonks and troop concentrations at Tongclrung {'ilootern Yunnan) , Decol'lbel· 

12, probably firing tho oil storage . 

PACIFIC AIID SOUTJr.'IEST PACIFIC All.'.:\S 

In his opGrations report for the 24- hou r period ending lJOO GCT, 

Decerber lJ, General l!acArthur states that our eround troops rode 

~I s4ight proereso against enc~ positions north of Gena a~d naintainod 

aeereDsivc nicht patrols near Duna . 

An eneny convoy co~uosed of ono l ieht cruiser and four destroyers 

... .,.s attacked north of Vitia7. Strait by nine heavy bol'ilors rthich ob-

tained n hit on one destroyer and near nds:lo!l on others . Hi.nc medium 

bombers, attackine tm Oasmta airdro,. , started smll fires . AlHod 

aircraft ne\'1 nu""rous missions in support of tho eround forces, chtring 

which tho Cape Killcrton area, llunn l.li$aion , and ol'\all boats alone the 

coaot ,,.,,.. attacked . 

S2LAP1 



lliCLASSHlE~ 
v S\l Lu ttor , b-3-72 

!:nell\)~ bonberc raid11d Port !'oresby twice tha nieht of December 

lJ-14, bot cnueed no do.naee . One cneqr boolY.lr 1'13$ dostro:;od and two 

Zeros probably shot dm1n by a hca~ bo~ber on rceo~~ssancc . 

On Timor, th<> enerv cround forces ott.ncked tor:ard !J<>tnno. 

7 !i@!61 t 2 I 
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DIC!.AssrriD 
tao L••••r, 5-3-71 

All senior ovttrs,:us coi!ICD.llders nf"re tn!orood of tr~ &P.Mtet'!"'nt 

reAched by the 11ar an<! llavy Dep;lrt<nento l<l1eretr.r ccmbero of eithor 

oorvico mny control poroonnol of the otlvJr l n cnse of clisordorly 

conduct or an;.t offense renectine discJ"'Adit on our 8.1"'0Cd s.-rviere:. 

0<-noral Eaker roports that sor.e ?O or our lv!a'ly bol:lbero with 

PAF nnd US fiehtor oscort operated O'ler the continont dorinr doylieht 

Decotb•r 12. 17 " fl.vinr fortresses" """ch~d the rail!-Olld j'llrdo at 

Rou"'\ wllorc for ty tons of ~xplosivu Md lnc~ncliar1es """" <lro._d . 

EM~ fi<;hter ,..,oiotanc. wns heavy and continuous; nineteen ene~ 

nircratt t~ere dostr~d , plus ten "probabloo" 1 to a loos of two of 

our bonbcrs . Other mioDionn were unsuccf\sc.tul due to the MAvy 

l . Im·ing tho night or December lO-ll, and the day or tho llth, 

the forces coopoain? tho rirht flank of the Allied Coree wore with-

<lrawinr to new position:~ """" ot 1:.-djcz...,l- Bab leavins a etronr 

doot&ch:lcnt of !lritieh and Fn-nch in that town and a patrol hal!...,n;-

between it and l!atour . Tno onecy attacks, ono south tro~:~ l.!&teur, and 

tho othor " ostward townrd l'odjez-ql-!!ab, wore ropulsed on Deconber ll . 



' DICLASS!7ID 
OSD Lot to~. 6_3_7a 

tore•• out an•l ooutlv>ast or thnt town . 

In tho i"'!lrovinr; mather, hostile bomero attac)a)d &hippine 

off Dono, ~hllippovlllo , and llo\lcie; an inorfoctivo nlr at.t.ack ,.,..., 

ll'..'ld• on Souk-el-Arbo. airdrOMe . OUr borb~ro nttnckod tho railroad 

north or srax. 

2. Th~ o1•r ilopllrl':llnt notified ~oral '!it!~nhOif~r that air 

transport Mrvic• by stratolinet" b&tlre~ !lalcar or Accra and t'l<' 

united r.J.nedo-1, via C.sahl;mca, Will be instHnted in about t.--'1 

da,ys . 5-'rvico tl'CII olaahirgtcn to the -•t coaat o! Atr1C4 via I' a tal 

'IYill connect With these atrntolil)ers . It 1o plann-d tf3t one round 

tl"ip Will bot ~'"!<> ovary other day betTtecn Daknr and tho United King-

dom . 

PACIFIC A!ID SOUTfl'o'/ESl' PACIFIC AF.3:AS 

l . In his <>])<!rations ..,....ary tor the 2l.-hout" poriod ondinr 

1.)00 ocr, Docorbor 12, Ccnet"al l.lacArtmr rt'ports the ;round eituntion 

on z:.,... OUinea unchancod; two Japan•so attac!:s ~ar the Anbq:a River 

were ,..,pulood. Patrollino: o.nd ha..--assin(: aeti'fitics continue . .Uliod 

• 

aircraft conducted 1ntcne1ve d.>y and nigM eearehu 1\lonc th~ eoaet 

b<>t\·.een &na and SaliiMiln to detect an;r nttcnptod Jnpe.nooe intlltrnticn 

soutlmnt"d . Two groupo or ene"1)' small boat' alollll tho coact ,.,,,.. mchin~-
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D!CLASOIPII!B 

osu Lo~to~. c-3-n 

unyinrr rartrcas11 on rcconno.io~ance \fOre driven ort, one , probably 

2. tlajor Genor.:t il.lOXMder U. P<1t.ch, Jr., h<l~ been <!•oir;nated 

as ~he · C"""""dini; ~oral or the ,,~dAJ.canal Corpo Jl"ndin• llW:Erical 

dca1.(:notian or tllllt co,.. 

,3 . Oencml !Iamon rnports thnt on lleconber U our "ny1na 

fortresses•, suppol't.ld lr.r pur..uit aircraft, twic:e '"'cc•ssl'l~· 

c!e,y Aro;t pu:osuit a!rcro.."t p&rticip&t.<td in an attack ar.ainot rlcwn 

ene"'Y destroyers oft Korth !loy, !lew Oeoreic.; fivn or the onoll\Y ship• 

bein,~ hit. 

Ulnda '"'"' &Cain attac~.od the £ollowin& da:r b:r eir,ht "nyine 

rortreooes• ::upportod lrJ dive bonbcro and p.rsuit cr...t'"t . Two en•r.v 

• aircrnft o:mre ehot do\m trj I!IJ.rine ri~htere . 
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1 . General i.luU,er ' t rerort. tor Deeeaber 11 d •IOribU t1 lO'W-Alt.lWde 

attack on Kil!lca 1!arhor by t.hrH !"f"ditu!l bo..oobcra .. c:orttlt by !Oilf' t1~tore. 

'ftle 'bo;;ibctra obt&irwd two hit• wiU'I 9l)-lb. bo:".bt" on I cAJ"f"O Vl'cU@l tll9J"(!t 

wd u,., ftP'.ht.ert 'DcCI.-4 and I'*Cihil.-llr.:-.46 st,otoe .r..at.allaUcr.r . •o 

or station. 

Six ;;:s buY)' bcri:Jf'MI, ~.,in! ~ a.s a base, at.t&cked t.ht doclal at. 

~ cc Peemhu U . Ot the 2'9 l,OOCJ-lb. ~ 4ropptd, 21 hit 1n 

b,1 another 111.,-,ht or aSJc C3 t.ea¥7 bc::ll:bera t"J'-o. t.~l tllW "-•• bJ,t. th. 

• ru~t.• wcr. ur.obeerved. 

PACI110 A· D SC.l'I'Ttl'r'S1 Pa\Cmo ATC'AS 

1 . In .. .1, OJ)"r.t.t.ior •• • r'l111&t"J for D"C~l" U, O.n-tral. ~thw 

repcrt.a tb•t. air trd "'1''Wld rorooa an mJnt.a1nir .. prttturt on the 

JapcleM bt'aebh6ad at '\ fll , 1n tnetrectbe at.t.ac;: on t:.• eOY*1d peat 

or U..to I cs ecr; .. -. r&de b7 29 a~ :1c;!'l:t.er-•· 

:..l.lied atr torcte &tt.a.clced the ~ .a..1.rc!roMia at LM and 

sal:Lvua. 1n addition t.o IUP$10:"1.11\l our rround t.roor:.t ln the &~t14-5ananane.& 

""''IR•Iil: - 4" 
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DICLASS!rfP 
OSD Lett••· 6-S-71 

Forty- eevon otll.po or V4t'ioue typ-o T/Oro oirhted at !!aboul , 

2 , A strikinr toroo , cons is tine ot 16 ot o->nrral Jtamon 1 • 

11 ny1nr tortroeseo" , ott.acked Umda airfield (l'•w :loor•l.a Islond) on 

Deceri>er 9 . 1M t.eavy antiaircraft tire onc01111tored at this tar~•t 

l£0: 57 
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j c@I!CI!ST 
D!CLAUI11&& 

oaD Lett•r , o.a.?a 

NORTH I.PRIC.U< OP!lR.\TICI:S 

1. On ~-r lD 4:) mot~ ferae or a:;tra=U.nauly 40 ~~ 

R;)POrt.+d bJ' Wu:t.ry att&clced :1.iedJea.-el·Dab in tw ool'CI!!'Ia. tMse 

at.tacka ftre ~d. 1'be t.fi8.JV' wlt..hO-n wh.h an •r..iJ'a~ lcea 

or 16 Wllco. 

,. .. r.e.q bol'bed the 3ta~1on at. SoWc ... l .. .lrba, an iq)ort.J:lt. 

dlt.ra1n1nr: po1nt.1 delayinJ: t.ra!'tic for li.x. how-t • 

2. Oonornl :;::~~,..Oifer reports that. durin& the week ending 

Decclfbor S us o1Tcr o..4"t now &:J eiasiorw 1n '1\U\Uia, inoludinr. boobinn 

at.t.acka on Biurte, ?wrl.a, Oabes, Djedei~ an~ Stu. Purint_t t.heae 

operat.14tW 1.2 en.my aircra.ft wen d ... t.r(lj .. d an<J 10 rrohab]Jo deatroyed, 

-.!\1l.t our ro~• last 17 planes. 

,..ne.Nl AndreW• re;x:r~ that. on ~r e tftl'" tf&htA!>r-­

~rl Wl\h twelvo 1"'1,£1r...era u es~, Wl\U.e on a JIU:aion 1D 

CyHn.aioa, •re ut.aeiced. 1o· t welve ·~ a!.rfll.&nu, dX (pl'Ob&bl.y 

HYm) ot llhich were ahot. down. On• ot our airrtlt.noa tailed t.o ro-

turn azlli one c:roaoh- l.&nded. 

l'ACinC AHD SOUTIM!St' P.\CIFIO A.rmAS 

fiii'iPZT 
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advanoo eouth of SAMnAnt1A, rorula&d Ja_pcu')eae coor&oratt.ll"l-;a wit.h 

heA~ C#3ualtiea, our J2d Dtviaion harazaod th~ Japanea• positions 

in &Jr.a with artillf'ry .nt1 nort.a.r tit"e and advanc:~tt! tll .. hU,. near Cape: 

f.DdaU.dt.ro . Ot!r &1J"cra.tt. b<.:tJo4 aD! ~~I'INd .nttlt' poait1cn.a 

2 . In crdor t.o pr~ t.~ tnt~ teet poui.ble IUDCIIU'It. ot lllrPl.U:e 

1.n tho South and S01tthwott f'ac1N.c ~aa the .var Dop~nt 1t t.ald.ns 

at.ope to rtecottate oontr•otl ln A.uetral14 and llow Zoal•nd tor rations, 

and ot.her supplies ot ill t.ypca crcrwn or Oll.mi.CactuN~d local.lt, tor • 

ta:"ce ot 1.«>,000 ~n tor 1 !"'"&r. Oeno..-..1 l:Ac.A.rt.hl.lr and Adai.rel. NWh 

will set up au1 \.olblt FOOt~• \.o keep ~ nrloua fof'O* an4 Area 

c~..., int~ u to U.Jte ccntrsct.s in ordtr t.o avoid 41j)11ca'ticm 

1n pr'OC\OZ"'e' • .nt., Md a.'\1pMnt of idantical it.. rrc. t"S tou.re ... 

) . Gone~ KuMon 1'tp<rt.t ttt.t. en D!cember 7 p)rl\llt a.Jrcroa.tt 

participated in an •ttack on elevon enet:tY doat.r0y91"1 110 l!'lilee nort.h­

lft!at. ot 0\ladalc&lnal. Four hitt were acc:-ed on one d:t~ttroyor 'llf\ieh 

wq beli.eftd I!W\k, On Dtco:bor 10 a. •.!"lyi.n& tort.ro.,", lihUe ~rform-­

inc rout.ine ae&r'Ch .S..alona, -.. att.aend by t1.t"teen Zero f'1'"ht.en 

OTW J;cw ~ lal&ndJ n.n oC U. em~ plane:t wzoe thot. cbln. 

IHYm ·~ tortl"f'aMt" ••cort.d. b7 ei&ht. f10rt..er• _,.. lnt.rcep"'..ed 

by ene:cr phneo wh.Ue 1\lCotut\al..l¥ at~ two l.arte eM~ 1n tbs 

Bu1n 6re.a. Six or the J.lPf-Mt• airplanes .. ,.. ahot Q:ntn , U<n:~ or out" 

airpl..Mea ..,_a repcrt.d 101 t.. 

cscesr 
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0::2 RIPQRj' I'ROH 4J;GlfiRS . Md SI':roA!ilOH R.Q20R! l~. 40. Dec:eabtr 10 , 

Generp1 

Many roade etill impaaaable in the torvard area. TemperAture 

l!rat Amf Sector: .ln en~ :force o t approrlmtel)" 40 tank·a, 

supPOrted b7 vhat vea ea ti""ted to be on 1n!antey battalion, •ttaelcad 

Medjez El Bab (3~ Dileo veal aouthweot ot ~lo) In 2 columno on 

J the ..tternoon ot lloeecbor 10. One ot thou columna attacl<od ! r om tho 

northvoot on tho veal bonk ot tho Modjerda; the other attncked !rom the 

eaat. 'nlett at.t&Cke vere repell ed v1 tb aa. eetlmated loee to the eneii!T 

ot 16 taz>ko. Part of Co=bat Co=and "!1 ""' ._.,d In the oA!'ller 

J*rt o! thle actlon, ~d loat ao::e t&nke. ~he prrlaon at Mec!.Je: 11 

:Bab baa nov been relntoree4 b:r lot Guard Br1(;&4o and art i llery ot all 

trpes. 

Jreneh troop• drove a •mall enemy motorcycle r&connaiaaAnce 

pe.trol froa :Bou .&rada (16 miles veal ot Pont llu Falla) o.t the ....,. tlco 

Modj .. n l!ab vra attacked. 

O!fenaive patrola on the north !lank vert active east and lOuth 

of Mo.teur. 

?.'he atatlon M Soule El Arba vno bombed cauolng a 6-hour deln)' 

i n troina. Tr~in a1tuat1on has 1gproved. A record nuc~er of tr~in e 

have ele~red from Souk Abraa. 

'lhe Oen>ano occupied all ollltaey and naTal pooltiono at :Bi .. r to 

tu>d 7err)'T1ll• (9 1011 .. aouth aouthvoot ot :Blouh) vltbO'~t .,;r • 



/ 
ree1etenoe froo the French. Thio action confirm• previoue report• 

thAt sueh a move vao pending. 

Southern Sector: The ~rieon {\t El Kreche:o (55 mile• wat north­

veet ot Sfax) vhich wna previ ouel1 reported to be 400, 11 now re~orted 

to be 250, I t is beli eved that the recainder hea moved to the oouth 

ou a aecur!ty mission. 

Patrol• report that l·lsknaoay ( 65 llliloa west aouthve ot of Sfax) 

ia unoccupied. It ie reported thet the French Caoel Oorpo attacked 

.. en ttalinn patrol fro~ lebili ( SO Qileo aoutheaet south of Gafoa) 

cone1at1ng of motorcyclists and 2 trucke. ~ I taliana vere killed 

and 3 captured .. 

-

Large eneay torcea are reported around En!idaville ( 25 Qileo 

northveet of Souaoe) . ~his confirms previous reports of ene~ eouth­

vard move:ncnt ·which probably 1nd.1cntes Axis appr ehen81on of the 

aeeurity of thb lineG of eocsunication to Tripoli. 

On December 6, it was reported that aateriel wae dieocbarked from 

Souoae. ~hi• included aomo 155 artil lery, and 15 Italian light truU<o. 

It ie reported thet night rail movemente f rom Tun11 to Stax 

continue. The French report thet tho 76th Battalion Infantry Re(liment 

1a in ~ipoli. 

Center fnnk Porcp! 2he 105th Coast Art1ll erJ Battalion {AA) 

1e enroute to Algiers fro~:~ Oran by motor. 

Weaterp tae$ Porce: The 693rd, 695th, and 69Sth Coast Arti llery 

!ntteries (JA) have departed for Bono from Ca~blanca by air. 

-3-
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ldgntit!gotiona t Identtttcationa f rom prlaonera interrosntlon 

report i ndic"to th&t O.rrnan Marach BAttAlion number 17, 19, and 20 

(alao c1noa1t1o4 ~· ~1. T- 3 , T-4) ~• probAbly i n the vicinity of 

Tebourba . 

Your enert' aircrat~ reconnoitered ao tar veet 65 J.l&1era. 

former French merchant Teaael waa aunk while enroute f rom Martellle 

to 11aplea, nort h or Ooroica. !!be GerCM W,.oter and Chief :Engineer 

vere captured and landed at Al81ere. 

!rit!ab IU~~r1ne .unk. SuCoarlne acbooner in Oulf ot Genoa 

landed a ohore port7 in Allasoio , which blov up a t rain. Blto on oil 

tan:ta e..9lc!. a train vith euntire were obaerTed. A lkitiah cu.b::~Arlne on 

patrol i n the Bisorto-~itti~o area acore~ hit1 on 4 cerchnnt veatela, 

of vhich one wna la\own to a ln.k. Halt of Jorce Q ie enroute for a 

awoop to t ho northeoat. The other halt 11 at preaent enroute from 

.Ugiera to Bone. A deatr o:rer eacort in& a 1Ub::l3%'1ne depot ahip Vl\1 

torpedoed. an~ t hen toved into .&rsev. near Oran. Foree 3 , l e•• a bat.tl&-

ahip end a cezr 1er, la nov enroute troc Gibraltar to Mer• El l ob1r • 

.Allout 12 one=:r oubJOArineo between GibrAltar Md &•.E on4 4-5 betvoen 

Gibralt~ and 11°V. 
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DICLJ.SSlriD 

OlD Leller , 5- 3- 78 

liOR'rl! AFRICAN OI'ERATIOI5 

Continuooa rllin restricted air and t;rOUnd operationo in TunisiA 

durint Decedler 9. Eneey aircr&-"t sank a e<rYttttootr •Uri<>rs and 

oaeapod 1n the lOI'f clouds. 

D.u-ine !lovont>or forty lt-ton trucks and 4,0Ll• 2~~on trucks ""ro 

shipped to tin Persian Oulf SOrviee Como.nd for tho Russians, no well 

as SOC 2t-ton trucks and 500 7-ton trail~rs for its own operations . 

ASIATIC TI£AT!lR 

T!-e l:ar Depe.rt:xmt has con::urred 1n t.ho reco=endat1on of the 

COOI'W\din• orncor or u.. ChiM-India 111nr or t~ Air 't'r.w:port Cc:r.and 

t.ha t no publicity be i ssued concerning itG oporationo, 1n vi"" o! the 

vulnc:-ability of its installations 1n that ..,..,,. Public relationo 

agencies have been advised accordinell'. 

PACIFIC /\liD SOUTI!\mlT PACIFIC Al!I'.AS 

OCT, Docecber 9, Omeral t:.1oArthur r eports that t he Australian 2lot 

Br~adn mopped up the ro,.ininC eneey positions 1n Oona nnd norr occupies 

the Cl'ltire Oona am. 'i'!-e US )2d Divioicn <'3dn a sli-ht advance near 

Cape Endaiadnre nnd runs, oneiV coonterattecks beinc repulsed. Allied 

air forces supported thcoe efforts. 

!11!!8111!2 I a 



• 

- SEC:tco 
U CW.SSI1IIll 

Q1D Letter, 6- 8- 71 · 

2. Gener al lfrumon reports tl1a t tho eoo=d of the Gunclalcanal-

1Ulagi area paoood to t11o Amy at 1400 OCT, Doeombor 9. Gmeral 

l'ateh has boon deoicna.tod to corna.~d Guadale&Ml Wider Ge:wral Jlanlcn . 

the initial convoy or the 25th Diviaion to dieetilark at Gu<ldaleanal; 

it m~s due to arrive in tho vicinity of !lew Caledonia on Dececber 10 

or 11. 

Tho eoeond convoy of the 25th Div1o1on, cariYing 299 off'lcnro 

and 7,359 enlisted OQn, left Hawaii on DeC<'J:bor 10. Tift> field art.Ulory 

battalions, a olJ:'nal eoq;.any and som l:iseellanoous dctactornts n=ain 

to be shipped • 

5261(2 •• 
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0 Sli81ii!T 
'DECLASSIPllb 

OSD Le ttor, 5-8-78 

!IORTH AFRICAII OPEHATIO!fS 

Ground operations in Tunisia on J)Qoer:ber 6 vrere limited to 

patrolling activity. Tho contour or the opposine positions was 

!lenorally as indicatsd on the attached map. 'Soather prevented 

operations by our air force . 

PACIFIC A!!D SOU'l'HIIES'l' PACIFIC AREAS 

l . In his operations summary for December 8 , General 11aeArthur 

rq>orts toot the Austrolio.n 7th Division repulsed a counterattack 

near Gom. Uedium and light bonbaranent aircraft $Uppo.rted our 

eround troops near Buna 'mo mde a slight advance . A patrol of 

Papuan infantry defeated a Japanese unit 10 miles northwost of Gonn . 

Our heavy bombers, in three attacks on six enemy deotr oyers 

he.aded for Buna. , scored two hits and two ncar misses; the ves5els 

withdrew. lluriru those attacks three heavy bcmi:lors wer e serirusly 

dalnaged, our bolli>ers accountira for seven (probably nine) zeros . 

Oasoata airdrore was twice attacked. 

Lakunai (Rabaul) nirdrorc was boroed 0'1 the night of 

December 6-7 . Fi!Jhtin!l continuod in Timor on December ~ . 

Ae~ial reconnaissances discl osed twenty naval and other 

vessels in the Bu.in- Fa.isi area, thirty-seven n.t R.l.OOul, also smaller 

concentrations elseWhere . 

52dit2 I 
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l:l!CLASSIFI!D 
OSD L• t ter, 5- 3-72 

0 

2 , On December 6 Goneral !Iarmon 1 s fightet- airaa!'t destro~"' d 

tvro warehouses and a wharf nt &nika (Russell h , ) , per formod denoli­

t ions at !lunda Point (l>ow Georgia Is . ) and Rekata Bay (Santa Isabel 

ls , ) , and carried out the daily haraosr:t<lnt ot the enell\Y in tho Kokun­

bona (Ov.adalcanal) area. On December 7, twoo "nying rot-tresses" 

sank an eneqy fighter at Rakata Bay • 

Stdit& I 
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\'IESTERII Ur:UISPllERE 

l>lt0LASSI1ID 
OGO Lotter, 0·8·72 

The liar Dopat1l:lont directed Oeneral llnlm to rololl8e to the An:~;' 

Oraml Forces the 26th Division, less one """imental coabat tca:n, ond 

Oonoral Dol'lit t to release to the Am;v Ground Force a tho JSth and W.th 

Divisions each leas one ro~l.ncntal oomhet team. It .!'urthor directed 

t he execution of the plan for rego.rrisoning the ::&stern and .oostem 

Defense Con:Mnds with tho so combat toams pluo other assigned units . 

n>o th!-oe divisions thus released will be brought up to authorized 

strength and become nvailablo for usc 1n othor theatoro . 

EtiROPEAN Tlffi\ mR OF OY'r.RA TIO!:S (LESS '!ORCI!) 

'I'm> unidentified ai.rplams """* reported t:Ner Iceland an 

Dccomber 7. 

!IOR'l'll A?RICA11 O?.':RA'l'IO:;s 

Duri"" December 7 US forces renained 1n possession of tho 

battlefield ooutlmut of Tobourba . 'n>e enerv l'ed appo.rentl;v with-

<Ira"" behind his dofonses, vacating a wide 111'0& cast of the l.llldjer da 

River , Contact with a hoe tile post was reeatebliohod aoce 22 alles 

SSE of Tobouli>a . Durine tho night or Decenbllr 6-7 rive eMil\'( a i rpl anes 

wore ~s1.royed over Sone . On December 1 our aircraft bom"d and 

m~~chine·IJUllned tarcets, incl udill!l tanks , 1n tho Tebourbll ..,..,a , Allied 

and ene"')' urial reconnaissances nre active during tho da;r, lceseo 

boinc rogistored on both sidos . 

iHitiRS'F 
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t"!JU.!IliiD 

0~0 l~t•t:, t-3-1. 

O.neral Bi311U repc:rts that tw1lnty- tour en~-r ail"pl&noe 1ne!t oct.-

1,.l7 bollb•d a earro ahlp \lnloa~ at. Chltt..&eona:, Decmbor $. 

J. &tt~d. report. at.a:..• that. n.1m or our hN"7 ~,.. aJcceu­

t\llly at.t.f.cked th• oU ret1nel7 at. £kt.nekolc on tlcwtllllb-er 26. 

P1C171C Atlll SODTUI'ZT FACIF!C AREAS 

1. In hia o.,.raticr.s su...-y tor ~r 7, General ltacArt.b:ar 

report..a that Alliod t.roope. l!llldo alow pr OfP'OU to the wost of the 

J&peneM beachhNd at &ma. Our torcea em t.ht beach to t.ht out or 

9.m& rep.t.l.sed at.ronr •:w:v c<~U.nt.erat.t.&cb. 

Sever.ll 4ll1od AU- att.ack• tfttt"e madt ln ~n~pport or operaticna 

in t.hil uea. .1 J&pantae ~ttaclc on ~o 2d Piel4 Hospital by throe 

dive-bot~M:rs, t..'xree tlP.hte..-s, and til'ht.ee:l b1f::h-l.nel bcabera caused 

thlrt7 caaualtioa • 

i'rro Allied air attaci<a 'tlflrt sde on bot.h Lae Md Y.aviong , 

~ I1ICi7 aJI"plAnea _,.. repcrt.ed shot. dcMn 1n tbt 8tma aroa, 

and cno dtst.ro,-ed at t.'l.o wit.ho.:t. 10M to rur .. lfta . 

2. General ftan.an report. that on DoCCir.lbu S CIW' fi8ht.er air­

pl.a.Ma ~ e:nezv ~ opmat.iona at T~a. 

iii!!®:CLI 



• 

• 

~ DEPART'..!Em' 

DAn.Y OPERATIONAL SUHMARY 

No. J62 

(TfOO Dece:nber 7 to (TfOO Decer.Wer 8, 191.2 

£QEi fQ!! 

THE liHITE HOUSE 



• • 10 

• 

• • ~ 
t 

~--·.11 •...... 
• 
~ . de!'onse line 

' 
.. 

•• 
0 •• 
"' •• 
" "' •• 

l •• ... .. •• 
1 :e • . 

t .. •• ·~ GO> • ..... , 
tl • • • • • I • ... • • " • • • • • • • .. • • • • • • • • • • 

• • F, - t· 
• • • • • • • ~.J.ol !I 5! N ! I ! •r 

• • , .... j .. .. ~.. .. 
• J • • • • 10 



llORTH AFRICAN OPJ::RATIO!iS 

SECR&i,. 
D~CLASSIFiilD 

OSD Lott er , 6-3-72 

1 . an December 5, tho British 78th Division t~na r egrouped to 

l!IO&t enemy thrusts i'roo Mateur and TebourOa . The eoomy improved his 

defensive lin• west or Tunis . 

At 0600 Docllli1ber 6, enemy infantry and tank olo<Jents, supported 

by dive-bombers on a reducod scnle, attacked to t.htl southwest !ro.c~ 

the vicinity or Tabourba towards !.!ad.1ez-el- Bab , this etrort being co-

~ ordinated with a second drive from thB southeast . Later in the 

morning a third German colw:m of tanks aoo infantry attncked to tho 

• -

northwest f rom tho vicinity of l!.assicault . A counterattack frO<J the 

s outh hy one battalion or our 13th Amored Rog:iment was stopped by 

CHOJ'!'G' 88 mm guns at a cost o£ fi.ve tanks, four guns, ~nd }u\JJ vy casu-

alties . A second counterattack from tOO northwest was oada by t wo 

bAttalions or tho 6th Infantry . Those battaliona concontrntod on the 

high ground botween 1.!assicault and thB l.!edjorda River that night . 

Enemy aircraft bombed Fa.id, oa.fsa, an:! Bono . Air 1Q.S$e3 

for the day totalled t wul ve enenv aircraft destr oyed and thr oo pro-

bably destroyed; the Allies l ost five aircraft. An attempt on 

December 5 to usc nn advanced airfield at Cedjez-ol-Bab cost us two 

out of six a.l. r plsnes . 

Heavy losses wore inflicted on enelli.Y lllotorized infantry by 
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S£61&¥ 
t>O:LASSIJIEB 

( S L Lu ttor, ~~S-?8 

n comnndo unit, 'llhich, n:ttcr landing on December 1 aobed a road 

j unction nor th or loateur and held it for three days . 

2 . General I:isenhower reports t hat the announcement concorning 

D8lcar has been drann up in t he f om prescribed by tho President, and 

agreed upon. 

3 . Oonoral Ei sonhower was advisod t hat represontativos from the 

Boruxl of Economic Warfare 'l'li.ll leave at once for nor th Africa to ae-

quire control of the steele piles of various strntegic cateri als 1 the 

presence of which has been dofinitely establi shed . Hi s cooperation 

7"'" requested i n assi sti ng this comol.ssi on tc procure and ship to 

the US the s tock of cobalt and mnganese . 

PACIFIC Ai:O SOIJT!f."lEST PACIFIC Al!IlAS 

1. In his operations OUJ:llllllry for the period endill!l December 6, 

Genaral L!acArthur roports that tho relief of two depleted br iBades 

of tho 7th Australi an Division was offocted. Thoro was no material 

ch~~ 1n positions in t he Buna area . 

Ineffective enemy ai r at tacks '-rere made on Alli ed instal-

l ations on llew Guinea and Allied ships north of l.!1lne Bay and near 

TiJ:Ior . Allied air attacks """' made on Rnbaul and on Lao airdrome . 

Ono onoJ!Iy bomber and one f i ghter wer e destro-Jed with no Allied loss . 

38 vessels , i ncludina s ix very l arBG ones , were sighted at 

Rabaul . 

Bii61L4 
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The Joint Chiofa of SWf have advised all senior comandAu·s 

concerned or the assig,_nt or experienced llavy ond lucy oti'ieors to 

sWt• of /J.rrrq and Navy eo"""'nders oxeroiaint; unity of command. 

Tboee ot.:U'f o~ficora are workir.g mcJObcrs of the steff of the cocz:ander 

concerned and are 1n no sense liaiaon officers . The continiiOWI e ... 

ploy:oont of h1ehl,y qualified Arqy and llovy otr1cers as ""rkinc members 
• 

of tho~• st.:U'fs 1n tho initiation, development, ond execution of 

operations, 13 eonoidored to be necosoary to the efficient or>ploymont 

of units of O!le eerviee by the other under the proecdw-e of unity of 

eocand. 

EUROPEAN Tl!EAl'ER 

Oenor al Eaker r oports that S4 "tlyi"' fortresses• oftootively 

atucked the locOlliOtiYe and carrla&e ""rke at Lillo at noon Deoez:i>or 

6. Fin of the onoey fi4hter planes encountered '""'' deetroyod; one 

of our bccbcrs ie m1es1"8 • Seven heavy bombers attackint; tho Abbe-

ville airdrome at lllS ""re intercoptod by )0 to JS German fighter 

aircraft, one of our planes boin,; shot do>m in the Chlmnol; all 

othare returned. 'i'hree US tighter squadrotl!l coopero.ted with twonty 

Jritieh squadrons 1n coYOrina tho bn:obcrs . 

t(JbS&tJf 
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81D Iotter, 0-3-71 

llOR'rll ArniCA!! OP!l!'.A'l'D)!:S 

Durina Oecombor b, the eno"1)' toaintained pressure around tho 

eastern and aout hern faces of our s&liont in Tunisi a , uai"G 

wecbanized troops, infa.'ltry, and dive-boJ::bers . 

Our aadiUII and heavy bo:obers attacked the ship:>ing and 

decks at lli:orte, dropping 45' tone of bo:.bs . One cediu:o bo:ber 

is misoina; one oneey oirplnne >:'t\4 dootro)'Od . Br iti sh aircraft 

• f rom ll&l. ta &lao dropped 18 toM of bo,.bs on Bizerte docks and 

Tunis . Our fijlhtor aircra.ft in thei.r sweeps over Tunisia disposed 

of t'OO el'lh\Y aircraft. 

• 

Bone """ attacked by the cmey, 'IIIIo lost threo of his air­

plano a . On tho nieht of lloce.,ber 2-) 1 an emey airplane '11'114 du-

t royod over Algiora. 

PACIFIC AIID S01J'l'l!WES'l' PACITIC AR!:AS 

1. General t:armon r eports that US fiahter aircraft attacked 

eneey positions on Ouadalc:an&l., Dece:ober 1 , and participated in 

the attack, Oeconber ) , on a naval force 1$0 miles northWiot of 

GuadalcM&l. . Theoe airpl anes accounted for four, possib~ sl.x, 

oneey seaplanes. 

2. The \'i'ar Department notified Oeneral HanlOn that the Arey 

Air Force units in tho South Pacific are deoignated as tho 

Thirtoonth Air Foree . 
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tULA.UlFll!l 
c.~ lett•r. 6-S-7& 

As a conaoquo:n~ of t.ho aovoro ont!f:17 att.a.ck ot Docoll'ber J, th.e 

British lith Drleade wt.l &\lt.hori&od to •ithdzoa• alichtl.)" to .,re 

faVQN ble podUOM dl:alinati.tl£ T'tbcu...--ba and Chwi(uiJ part. ot its 

ru.r cuuO ~ch t..u..d c.o reeeivo U. oro.r wu C'l.ot orr and twenty 

~nt.1-t.anlc ~ ... ,.. lo.t . !be lb-lra&t. claJaa ~haw 1ntUct..d 

severe eas.altice an tho -.nNIO' • General ~enhowor nti.Nt.el that 

dlr!ng the perlod Dectllber 1-) the eneny loet. t.h1rt1'-'tiU .. e t.Anlca.; 

cklrlng Daceabcr l an4 2 t.4n US o.nd thirty Britinh tMke woro lost. 

Heavy dive-bo;nbJ..nc Q.ontinuod cluring Deced:lor L . 

the .t.t.uatJ.on ot t.he )6th BM.e:a.de, to the north, 11 v.I'IChl.n::~; 

it l'aa -.de cCII'It.act with • COI!I!Mido unit la\ded en ~ north coaa-t. 

Co O.Cid:l.r ) El J.cul.M. &i.rVc::ae and Biurt.e dock• .,.._,.. hn"ri.IJ' 

barbed, ~ a .. •upe bli~ hh. 

'1be euppl.y auuat.ton 1n t.he fce""'ftl.....S area 11 ocou1CIIr'ling ~ 

conoorn but 1a expec'--Cl to impr'ove rlth the arrival of lario at.oelt.a 

at t.he rallhead by Decombtr 6, ooupled with tht avallab1l1ty or 
&dclitional tNCkll vhid' will pemit the opening, Dtctl'btl" 6 , of & 

new .u.ppl.y rv..&te •~th trc:a the port. ct La callo. n.. railroad :~1tu­

at.1oc in the ~-d ana 1a bad Olt i.aprodn;. 

iht ~ dllteneu n ON.n an. nQir ;;a.r.md b7 uniu ot the l'tw..ch 

•••:£2 I 



lltc.L.ASSlf l ED 
080 L~tto~, 5_S-12 

C' 

Oenera.l Andrews report s that aircraft ot cor two heavy bomber 

equadTom ot.t.P.c~ t.ho It.alio.n ficot, ahippine1 rulcl tl'rl molo~ at 

llaploa1 Ilcce~bOr J., d.f'opped 6) t.ana of dcnolition bo::tbs, Di..""f!Ct 

hits and ncAr mto&ea on a W.ttloahip, cruiser, and two additional 

e,h.ips were repcrted; ot.~r hit.s were o~ervod on tho doeka, ~ea, 

• the eity, and r.:dl.road yardtl . All our plM03 l.o.ndod at t.hoir ham 

bases aafely. 

• 

Oenaral Bissell reporto th'lt C44ttbound t.onno.r.o ~d by air 

!'rOll lndU t.o Ch1no. ahowod an increase or 10$ dur!r!a llove!!t>er 

despite Ja!)ll!l.eoe .P.tt.Jek:a on D1njan and un.ftt.vorablo ~ weather. 

PACIFIC AliD SOU'I'IIOIEST PACD'Ic Ai&S 

In hio operatio;;.e 5Wl'mJ"Y !or tho 2lo .. bour por10d on~ lJOO 

OC7, Docombcr S, Genor al Uac.Arthur reports tl'llt. tbo US J2d Dividon 

at:ta.oked ISt.:"-«16 c~ positions 1n &J.n&, ponctra.t.od int.o ~he vill"60 

and reached the oe~ to the aaet; this div1u1on ia nQI'I" 1n contact With 

the Jap.a.ncae alone tN ontire pori::Jotor or tho V1lla.no. tieJr Capo 

Endt\iadore t1S t r oopo hAve re~ tho attnc:k attar bei~ t-ec;)Omril,y 

halted by otrone eno=:r counte.rat.tack, . ~ l!:l.aaion and Sanananda 

SLCICZT 
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c 

" '"'' the tareet s for our ne dium and l :[eht bonbors operating in support 

of front line units . 

To:elve heavy bon:bers, attacking the airdrome at Kavinng, scored 

hit3 on the rummy nnd dispersal areas and sot one eneey aircraft 

afire. 

Shipping at Rabaul was reported to include a "possible" aircraft 

carrier, three hoavy cruisers, four l ieht cruisers, nnd 17 othe r 

vessels . 
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ll'ECL~SSlPID 
~su JA•t•r , 5-S-72 

!;ORTH AFR!OA!I OPSRATIONS 

Nthtins continued 11est or 'l'lmio; on Dece::.ber .) ene"'Y in!antty 

and t&nl<a oupported by severe dive-b<mi>ing coined grrund at Tobourba. 

Oormn tanks were repor ted at ll<>u Arac:la on Decellber 2 . During tllcse 

two days, enecy recoMaiss.n.T't'C• mel corbat nircratt were act.ivc, nnd 

the operations O! lone-r"'l!O nieht bo~rs increased in intensity. 

• Arter two days at f~hting liS troopa drove tm Germans frO'll Faid, 

infiicti11:; 200 ca~ties . -n. ene.;:• ccntinuea to deliver rein!orce-

I:Mlnte by a<!a . 

Tho E:l Aouina (TUnis ) and Sidi Ahmed (Bizortc) ai rdrome wern 

heavily and r epeatedly borb"d on Decenller l and 2; Gabeo airdro:m 

was alao attacked . Frur {pr obably ei(tht) aneqy &1rplanea wore shot 

down DeceiOOer 2 . Tho enO"')' attacked Bone airdr.,.., , Decetbor 2 , mile 

our replaceJ:ent airplanes were landin<l, at loaot eieht of tho latter 

being destroyed. Two Arerican boolbers were ohot. d>Yn at Bherte 

Dece::>ber ) . 

Concentr ntion or ~estern Task Farce strenath in t he ArOa Rabat-

Pert l,yautey continues . 

ASIA'r!C THEATER 

1. Gener al Biaaoll reports t!nt a raid wu ""de en Doeeliiber 1 

by our fi(;hter aircraft fr<l:o Kwellin en an eno"'Y airdror-e under eonstn~e-

ticn in northern French Indo-China. 

SECitEf 
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2. On Docember 4 oix heavy bot:bers succoaafully ottocked an 

eoeiiiY r..otcr transport ccncentration at l'ya\'lborle, Burna (7S mUeo south 

of l.!anc:IAlay) . All Aircraft and crews rewm•d oaf ely. 

PACIFIC AI:J> SO\JTIC\";5T PACIFIC An!'.AS 

1 . In his operations """""'"' for tm 21,-hour pul.od """111: 

l JOO OCT, Doclll:lbor ), Gmer<ll JJacA.rthur reports thBt the 7th Australilln 

Division continued it:J aggressive llction; it:s forTta.rd elorrcnta r.ara 

adv<rncilr slowly eostward after elearu.; out a pocket of en11:>y troops 

trapped mar Gona. US troopa .,......, continuiJlS their r eorsanization 

near !ll.lna, """re Japonese tranopo>·t airplanes, protected by Zeros , 

supplied their forces lu parachute on Doe«ber 2. Our air fCII'ces 

continued to support our ru:t1on in this area in a series of coordi­

nated attacks on onorcy eroun<l troops and installations. Ono of our 

airplanes was destroyed • 

2. For Doce:nber 4, General U.cArthur reports thBt activities 

in NO'I'I Guinea r.ere confined to patrol operAtions, supported by his 

air !orco wllieh also attacl\ed the airdr=>s at l4o and Sal41:>3Ua, a 

schooner off Tioor, nnd tho airdron! at Y.avione . One lJ.eht bo::i:>er 

failed to ro~-n. 
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J ~ lett , r , !-~·lA 

!IORTII AFRICAN OPr;!L\T!OilS 

l. Oener<>l Eiaenhor:er r eports thot eno!ley' air rnds on Bone, 

llove:t>er 29 Ard .)0, ""re ine.f!ectl.vc &&41na~ our ShiPP:I.ni: · On 

ttovmbar )0 our aircr~ attacl<cd t.hl airfield, ba-~acl<s, and rill-

road yards at Oaboa as well as ?:1 Aouina airport and tmm. In 

Aoul.na 41rport was <~g~in bolli>ed on Dcc,..ber 2 . 

On DccMbor 1 tro British " Blndo" force -.ns withdrawn and 

wao replaced by US Corl>at COI:lnMd " B" which cleared tro Tobourba­

Chauigui are11 or cost of t.'le cnccv force a. Our fiehter 41rcrdt set 

several enerv tanl<a afire at Djec!eida; e11a:>)' pat.'"Ols 'II'Cnl reoccupy-

1ng Dcpionnc and Pont du Fahs. Tho ti~htina around Tebourba and 

C!!ouigui wu renewed on Dccer.ber 2. In those two doys each side 

left about 23 tanka on the battlel'ield, including ll of the Dritiah 

underge1ng repair. 

Tr. British 6th Anl:ored Division 1a cencentratin;: in the 

Beja area. 

2. Cctoral £iaenh011er trans::oitted t!O text of the prOpc8ed 

arranaeoent between Ad!oiral Darlan and Qovomor Gororal Boioson on 

the one hand, and Goneral Sisenhtwor and l.!r. l.!urphy en the other, 

with respect to French \'lest A!rice. 

lfo also announced that the provisional arra.q:aront with 

respect to F'rench shipping was aignod on Docc:i>er 3 . 

326Rii'¥ 
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OSD Lotter , b-3-7c 

PACIFIC AIID SOUT!I\'IEST PACIFIC I•R:lAS 

In his operations sutiillO.ry for Dececbcr 2 , Gene ral J.!aeArthur 

rep<ll"ts that tll<! AustralUu'l 7th Division, against littht opposit ion, 

moved one battalion sorm five miles east vmrd alollJ the coas·t fro:n 

Oona . US forces , attadd.ll!l iron tre sout h nnd cast, made $0ll"C pr osross 

~ain~t ene~ positions at Buna . 

illied boltbers and .f:l.ehtor s maintained their support of these 

a ttacks . They nlso attacked t~<o enemy c>\liser s off Beco (Tioor) and 

an enemy concent ration of bol'bers and f:l.ehters at the Penfoci airdrol!'C 

where .five airplane s Tfere set. on fire . 
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NORTH AFRICAN OPr;RA TIOIIS 

»ECLASSIFW 
OSD Lotter , 6-S-78 

On December l Allied forces repulsed counterattacks ncar 

Tebourba and Chouigui at the tip of our salient , The one"'Y main­

tained his effective eli ve- bombine . 

ASIATIC THEATER 

On Decembor 1 twel ve of ow- f:lllhter airplanes bollbed ond 

machine-gunnod !Jainglr:ran, Burma, causin{; heavy destruction, 

PACIFIC A!ID SOUTlt'IEST PACIFIC ARF.AS 

l. In his operations SUlll!lDr:f for the 2L·hO'.u- period ending 

1500 GCT, Decombor 1, GEneral !Jacl\rthur reports that the 7th 

Austr3ll.an Division had isolated the enmy at Gonn into a small 

aroa on the beach . Allied reinforcements have been t.t"ansported to 

the forward areas by air . The US 32nd Division was reorganizing, 

and had advanced slightly at Buna . 

Late on December l four Japanese dest royers reached the 

vicinity of Buna and Gona for a short tir.Je. Seven attempts involving 

hJ of our bollbers were made to attack the ships; of the 60 to BO 

eneqy airpl anes which intercepted them 21, probably 23, wore shot 

down with a loss to our air force of ho bombers • 

.a!!CR!i 
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Y..ahUi airdra!IO wu bod>ed, one enemy fi&ht.er bcin& dost.royed 

on the runway. 

Aerial recannaiosnncea d15clooed the departure of tho last 

destroyer and two trMsports !'rom the Buk~ Pnssage . 

2. Since his C4r.IJ>1lirn on tht north coast of !lew Ouinea 1ft entircl.:f 

5Upported and supplied by air, Ocneral I!AcArthur rce<>ntly asked for 

additiOMl troop carrier units . 'n1o liar llepart::cnt has taken stops to 

dispatch in about two weeke the first squadron of !'our, bclon;;in& to 

the .)17th troop carrier Group, whic.'l had been scheduled fbr departure 

next Febr uary . 

BECR£14 
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Osn Lot t or, ~-3-71 

NORTH AFRlCAII OPEM TIOt/S 

1. On !loveMbor .)0 tl>! Britieh J6th Bri.sadc made an un.succosollll 

attack on the hill north or the St<ltion clo Jetna llhich cornanda the 

road to !Iatour, and is reorganiziJl&. Their llth Brigade 1a naint.Un­

ing coot.act with the en•'IY at Djecloida llhic:h has not yet been c01:1-

pletely captured . Tho "Blade" annored force which was tM spearhead 

of t he advance 1o now in r esorvo, providing offensive patr ols . Otllor 

Br itish t r oops are operat~ offensively north of the l ine Ouclna­

llassicault. Air action, ....,u coordinatad with his fTound elnmnte, 

continue& to l'ive etfective support to the ene'l)''s defense ~~~:air.st 

t.>te Allied assaults . 

US Combat Co""""'d "B" (a reduced strength arcored brieado) 

is ooncentrating in the a rea indicated on the map. 

On 1/ovollbor .30 an attack wt\s mdc on Bizerte docks by our 

"fl.:vine !ortreeaes"; one ship was :~e-on burning . The e.ne..-v ado an 

air attack on Bone in tl>! afternoon . 

2 . TM Signal Corps is now operUinn a direct radio channel 

bet>roen Al&iera and Washington . 

ASIATIC THEATER 

Oenorlll Bissell r epen-ts that six heavy bodlor s succoaallllly 

attackad the docka and shipping at Rozlsoon, !lovocber 29; one heavy 

sEC A!\ 
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bcMber 11 al.t•t.tle· 

'ftw ... nicht. other htawy bollbera, at.t&clclJ\C Port. BlaJ.r, .L"'.d:l:an 

t.l.fl'lda, tcored a hit on a nava.l ~ boat.. 

P1Cil'IC Allll SCt1'!!11113T PACinC AR!'..IS 

1. In hit opern1on• .u_..ry tor Ha.eber .)0, Ocr.Aral ::&A:Al"'thw­

report.t t.h:lt. llOif J'l'C:Cnt" •at ,..de by all A.llJ.ed £1'011nd t.roopa 1n tM 

4f Buna &re&J element• have re1ched thAt villaro . lntenaivo aerial 

eupport. n• t ivon t.o ~eae Opto:rAt.ion.o; aevon (probably ten) enel!\i" 

airplane a wore ehot dCI'fl'l"' w1 t.h a loes or t.hree N.flht,.ere and one trans-

port , 

Other All1td ai.r at.t.a.c.ko .. NJ o.a~ on Faiai and on th! L;o 

&1N.tr<>lllt. tnertective air attack• .._,.. Mdt on .-ort. Uare&by &Dd on 

two Allit<l cc:rwt.t.et en I"Wtt t.o 'l'illor. CN airplane prot.eet~ the 

corvett.ee wat ~ot. dcwn, 

2. Oomr&l ~·• operat.ionl ~ ror Jiovw:ber 29 aentioca 

an attAck b7 th• ·~ f<l""t.raru•" on t.wo cerv tr-.4bt.e.n and two 

dut.1'0J'eNJ one ff'elcht-•r ..... lert. 1tat.ion&r7 and ~- t'hrN out 

o! t.en JirraneM punlt. ai.r<:ratt., au...,t.~ to lnt.e:reepl. cw- ~., 

wre el".ot. dcnet, 

Rtoonnai .. a~:e 111a.t1one .. ,.. OCMn b7 •Cl.J'Uc rc.-tnasu• f':oo:: 

Elipiritu Santo and n-o. ~c.anal on ~•r J(). ~ z.uw W't:9 

ahcr\. dom wn ot Oloi.Mul ltiand. 
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