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NORTH AFRICAN OPB:RATIOilS 

UCLASSIFIED 
OBD Let te~, 6-8-?a 
v~il • 

During January 29 the ene"<)' continued his usual activity, 

escorting convoys and attacking shipping off Bougie and our in­

stallations at Bone. Allied air attacks ""re made on the El Aouina 

and Djedeide airdromes and shipping between Sicily and Tunisia, 

durine which operations, two enel!IY vessels wers hit and eight 

(possibly sixteen) enemy aircraft destroyed ll'ithcut reported 

Allied loss. Oround activity was limited chiefly to patrolling , 

PACIFIC AND SOUTH'IIEST P&CIFIC AllEAS 

1. In his operations su...ary for tbe 24-hcur period endire 

1300 CCT, JmlUary 29 1 General l.!acArthur reports that an at tack by 

a strore enelliY patrol near 'Nandumi (east of Wau) was repulsed with 

casualtias and that the enel!IY has apparently withdrawn . Because of 

weather, the only flying missions undertaken wero attacks by single 

• airplanes on Gasmata and Cape Gloucester and a raid by six B--25'' s 

on enel!IY position• in the lol.tbo area. 

2. In spite of ;inclement wnatber, difficulties of supply 

and enemy resistance, tho advance of our ground foress on OUadal­

eanal. continued slOII'ly on January 29. Nino B--26 •s escorted by 

eleven fighters dropped some foor tons of bombs on l.!unds, The 

usual reconnaissance ci.ssiona were nawn, positions of oneey naval 

veosele beire reported. 
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DECLASSIFIED 
OSD Lotter, 6-S-78 

EUROPEAN '!'!EATER OF OPERATIONS (LESS TORCH) 

A supplementary account of the bombillg of Oc:rman targets on 

January 27 otat es that 53 B-17'• dropped 131! tons of high explosive 

bombs on the dock installations at 1Tilhelm8haven and 2 B-17 ' • boroed 

the ship yards at Emden , Twenty- three B- 211 '• felled to locate t heir 

target because of weather conditions . or the bO to 6IJ enEmy fiahters 

Which attacked our bol:lbcrs, 26 (pr obably 31) ... ere destroyed; tllree 

of our heavy bombers are missing. 

NORTH AFRICAN OPERATIONS 

On January 28 the harbor, railroad yards and barracks at Sfax 

were attacked in three missions b,y 67 hea•JY and medium US bOJlbers 

Which dropped a total. of ll2 tons of bombs; hits were observed on 

these targets . Six (probably eight) of the enerey aircraft 'llhich 

intercepted these missions were destroyed, nth a lo•s of three 

or our o..-n airplanes. Other attacks were made tllring tha day on 

ground targets. British aircraft based on llalta attacksd targcte 

in SicUy and the t oe of I taly . 

Our ground forces ha"" cloared the enemy froo the valley to 

a distance of so""' sixtaen miles north of OUssel tia . llinor gains 

were o:ade on the eastern heights dominatillg this valley. 

Algiers """ at tacklld b,y 20 to :P cnorey bombers, 3 of Whi ch 

were destroyed, during the night January 28- 29. 
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ASIATIC THEATER 

DEOLASSIFID 
Olll Lotter , lt-8-JI 

On January 25 US bori>ero at tacked the railroad br idge south 

ot llandalay (which WlUI hit on January 10) . The next day, attacks 

were ando by our fightere and boJr.bers on the railroad yards at llanda­

lay and t he llharf areas at Rangoon with observed effect in the target 

areas. The airdrome at Lashio was also attacked. 

PACIFIC AND SOtm!I'IEST PACIFIC AREAS 

1. In his operations SUl!tlW':f for the 24-hour peri od encling 

1)00 GCT, January 28, General YacArthur reporte that harassing 

a ttacks wore mdo by Ilia bomber and fighter aircraft on enemy air-

dromes and other installations at Cape Oloucester, on the New Guinea 

coast, and in Timor. Two enell\Y airplanes were dest royed, 

2. On January 28 US bombers and fighters attacked enell\Y 

• airdro""'o at Vila and Kahili . Twelve dive-bombers, two torpedo 

bori>crs and fifteen fishter aircraft attacking enell\Y shipping off 

the north coast of Vella Lavella hit. a destroyer 1 a cargo vessel 

and a tanker, and shot down ono of four enell\Y f ighter s offering 

combat. All or our airplanes returned. 

Our ground forces on OUadaleanal continued to oake J*'qj;reos 

aeainst the <1'181!\Y in dl.ffiOJlt terrain. 
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DECLASSIFUil 
OSD ~'ter, 6-8-?1 

NOl!!'l! AF!UCAN OPERA TIOI>S 

1. On January 27 US torcea were aotride tho Ouol!!lt1a-Kail'QI&n 

pass. Active patrcllire by bot h aides continue e. Further oouth, 

Station de Soned wao reoccupied by tho enel:\)' . 

0n ths niaht or January 2S- 26 Alli ed boob<oro destroyed 

rail..-.y track near Station do Jofna (weot of lo!atour). EntiiQ' dive­

bcr.llera, attecldq; Ute Souk-el-Arbe airdre:oe, destroyed two aircraft 

on the gr<>wxl at a coot ot two (probably tour) ot their """· On the 

night ~ January 26-271 2) ene:o- aircraft opsrating against AJ.&1on 

hit a merchant veoeal 11nd buUdinge 1n the town; two of those eir­

J)lones were destroyed . Axil bomboro aloo attacked an Allied convoy 

betwem Bougie and Al.giero with unreported reeul t o . Ih tho S!ax­

O..beo area, on January 271 US 1':4lhter aircratt attacked onemo' 1110tor 

tronoport and other (!round targeto, whilo our 1:4lht bombero struck 

llauouna. Six med1W11 bo11bere cbteinod hits on one o1' two ..,u;r 

deetroyero , loaded with lDOII, between Tllnioia and SicUy. 

2. 1'be ll'ar Depart.m>t intonood General Bii!!Mower thot tho 

S...zilian OovemMnt had boon invited to send a small ailitery 

lli8s i<m to North Africa whore it will be attached to tho head-

AF!UCAN-IIlD!LE EASTERN THEATER 

1 . Nine B-24 bolnbero deepat ched against Napleo on January 26 
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DECLASSIFUB 
OSD Lottor, 5-S-73 

were dl.vert.d by bad nether to Pa1ermo where they dropped 20 tons 

of bombs with unobserved results . or eight others despatched later 

in the day only one roached Naples where clouds prevented observs-

tion of i ts bombing; five othore bombed l.!eaoina, hits being observed 

al ong the water .front. 

2. On Janua.ry 27 the IX BO!ii)er Comand attae~d llaooina and 

Pa1ol'lll0. 

PACIFIC AND SOU'ruNEST PACIFIC AREAS 

1. In bio operationa 5Wl1:18ry for JOJlllary 27, G<lnera1 !.!acArthur 

reports t hat an enell!Y raid on Part lJoresby <!eetroyed one grounded 

airplana, Allied air attacks lltlre carried out against airdro""o 

and other targets at Lae, Salamaua, !Jubo, Finschha.fe.n, Gaa-mata, 

and Dobo (in Timor}. 

2. On January 27 our modi= bombers attacked the Japanese 

airfiel d at llunda . Our ground f orces on Ouadelcanal cont inued 

their advance westwards beyond Kokumbona. 
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WESTEflll I!EJIISPHERE 

t ' CLASSUIIII 
OSD 1ott&r, 6-8-71 

l. On January 26 Japaneoe airplane• made t lleir third attack 

on crur 1n$tallat 1ons on Amchitks., droppl.nfl throe bO!lbe without 

ertect . 

2. In spite of delays we to the need for winterization, 

a total o! 136 airpl anes was delivered to t he Ruoaiane over the 

Alaaks.-8iber1an route dlrl.nfl 1942; deliveries etarted October 3. 

Up to Jaruary 25, thirty-six airplanes h.:lve been delivered this 

year. 

EURoPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIOliS (LESS TO!iCH) 

79 us heavy boobers successfully attacked Wilhelmshaven and l 
other German target s January 27, Thr-ee o! our airplane• were lost. 

NORT!I AFRICAN OPERA TIO!IS 

\\ A succeaat\11 Allied attack on the nJ,:bt of January 25-26 

forced the en~ orr the narthweet hoi&hto or Ojebel Ooaselat. 

The eneacy- otUl io in possession of the road junction oouthweot 

of Djsbel Bou Oebouoo and the hi8b ground north of the OUsseltia­

Kairouan roed. Weather prevented boallor opera tiona on January 25. 



DI CLASSirlD 
OSD L••••r, D-3-71 

.l1RICAJI-lW:IlL! EASmlli T1I!A 'lU 

tn Janta.ey 26, aircra!t of tlwl IX Bombardment Comand attacked 

railroad yarda at lleeel.na, 

ASIATIC THEATER 

On January 2S, Ocnoral 81e..U1e P-40•e damaged eieht or nine 

• eneJI\Y' locaooti.,ee at llal:>a (nortll or !Catha) . 

• 

PACIFIC .AliD SOUTIIIEST P.lCD'IC AREAS 

1 , In Ida operat1C>NI .,_..,. tar tho 24-hour period endire 

l:JOO ocr, January 26, General llaaArtllur reports that an enelltf air 

raid on Port lloreeby caused no d&l!ulgo . There had ~en no ground 

activity f or tw:> dqe . Allied air raida ware carri.ed wt againet 

enemy airdromes and othor targets at Rabaul (whore a ellip wa• eet 

afire), Lae, Ellka (llouiainville) , O...mato, cape Olouceetor and 

Finaellhaten, Tho ane1:11'• inetallatiC>NI in t.lle Sale-·• area ,..ro 

al.so a ttackod, 

Krueger and tho principal - • ..,. or Ida Sixth An1o7 lleadquartora 

staff will lea.,. for Aultralia on February 3 by air. 



DECLASSIFfiJ 
OSD Letter, 6-S-?~ 

J. On January 26 the «neJIIY airfields at ll.mdll and Ball.AJ.e 

were attacked by US aircraft. Two P- J9 1 s , attac~ !our enell\)' 

four-engined 1'lyi.ng boats north of New Georgia, were intercepted 

by five eneii\Y 1'ightere; <m Zero and one P-J9 wero destroyed. 

On Ouadaloanal our units continued t heir advance. 

4. Six B-24•a, conducting a photographic reconnaissance or 

• ll'ake Island, January 2~, were intercepted by eiflht Zero fiShtere, 

two of which are believed to have been shot do.m. All our aircra!t 

landed aa1'e),y at llidway • 

• 
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SECAS, 
nrcuequm 

cp~ · t-a-1~ 

No damage . resulted rroa the Jlpaneae air attack on !mehitka, 

J&ru&rT 2$. 

EtmOPEAN TllEATER 01' OPERATIONS (LESS T011Cfl) 

4n u.nidentified &irplana was eighted over Iceland on J&r0).&%7 2S. 

• IIOR1'll AFRICAN OPE.RA TIO!iS -
Ch the night o! JenU&Z'7 23-24 Britiah fi<!hter aircraft 

attacked ·~ 1110tor t.ranoport&tion on coastal roada. Bone w&e 

ino!!octivel;r ba:lbed by eneJIIT airplanes, one or which wae ohot down. 

In the action at ll&lcn&soy on J&rJJ&rT 2b, enem;y losses are now 

reported to have been 2S killed and l SO prieoners. Our losses were 

two killed, three wwnded and t"" tanks lost. 

• AFRICAN-lliDDLE EASTERN TH!A TEl! 

-
llrplanes of the liinth air Force attacked an '"""'IT lanc1111a 

!iald llMZ' llodenint oo ~ 2S. 

ASIATIC mEAn:J! 

Q:\ ~ 22 and 241 US tiihter airll.ratt bombed and otr&!ed 

en ... y-held tooma near J11iti<Tin•· On the latter date, nine B-24'•• 



Ct=LA8•"III 
O&J Lott ~. t -8-7t 

attoelr1rc tnNIY bubar 111atallatioru~ and ohippil:c at. l!Ul&oon, 

scared direct hits on tM 1fharoeo and em a 6,ooo-ton vooael. 

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AR!AS 

1 . In bia oporationa report !or the 24-hcur period endina 

1)00 COT, January 2S, Ooner&l ll&cArthur atotes that •n;r1n;1 

tartressea• aighted two en~ dostroyera and three e&rgo voaoelo 

• {6, ()()()..10,000 t.ooa) in St. Gaarga•a Channel on the night or Jamary - 24-25. Pi' boat& attacked !our eneq barges near tho -th o! t.M 

lmna1 Rinr o1nlcin& two, deatro;rin;l """ and heacbing one. ·~ 

fortresses• in a night attack an ohippi.Jlt in Rabaul harbar aank a 

2,000-tcm veoaol end \>leY a large holo in another. other Allied 

\>ombi.Jlt action waa directed at tho eneJII)' linea or eoCilllJ1icat1on on 

!lew Ouinoa and on the airdromoo at Lao and GIISl:lat.a. Eno"'Y aircraft 

following our retumine \>embers attacked Port lloresb,- deetro;rin;l 

• one transport airplane. An r.ir attock on ll11ne Ba.y caused no ~e. -
2. On Janll&l')' 2S US -ra eacortod 1>,- fighter aircraft. 

deaoliabed a 1fhari' md obt&ined hit.e on an ene"V tlJ1ng tield at. 

Rlaporepi. Oo Ouadalcanal, in the put two days, •- unite attock-

1ng to the west ban advanced aa .,ch aa ten llllleaJ Ul\7 Japr.neae 

have \>em killod. Near !ColcuJII>ona onlT two small ene"il" pockets 

remain to be reduced. 
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WESTERN ltmiSPI!ERE 

Tho Japanese dde their second attack on Amcnitko., January 25; 

!Urther details bave not as yet been reported. 

EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (lESS TORCH) 

A supplementary report on the b~ing of the ene~ submarine 

installations at Lorient and Bres t, January 2.3, indicates that 1.31 

tons of high explosives were dropped and that nine (probably 16) 

enemy fighters were destroyed. 

NORTH AFRICAN OPERATIONS 

On January 2.3, artor the French forces had withdrawn from Djebel 

Sou Oabouss to Djebel OU.sselat, an on~ attack westward reached the 

nigh ground on the northwest section of Ojebol ousso!at . 

An Allied reconnaissance in force, capturing 86 AXis prisoners 

at uaknossy, discovered en route that Station de Soned had been 

,. evacus ted by the one~. 

Allied air attacks on eneJ!G' airdromes on January 2.3 are reported 

to have resulted in tha destruction of so:~~e 25 eneoy airplanes on the 

ground. 

AFRICAJI-IUJJDLb EASTERN '!!!EATER 

Aircraft of the IX Bol:lber Colll:ll&lld attacked harbor installations 
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~EGRET 
D!!:OT.A~~Tl'TD 

CS!' I " f·-S· 7:.! 

and shipping at Palermo the night oi' January 23-24 . 

PACIFIC AUD SOU'!HWEST PACIFIC AREAS 

1. (leneral llacArthllr' s operations report for Jan\JAry 24 states 

that, in addition to 42 large and l!ledium vessels at Raballl harbor, 

strong ene.ey naval llnits including a light crllioer and an aircraft 

carrier wer e sighted in salajar Straits (Celebes) . our heavy and 

medium bombers at tacked shipping at Rabaul and air fields in th.e vic in-

ity of Rsballl, Lae and (lasmBta , Single B-24 Liberators on separate 

reconnaissance missions successfully repelled intercopting eru::urcy-

fighters, destroying two, probably t hree, zeros . Enemy positions at 

5alamaua ""re bo:nl>ed and strafed by !o11r Allied light bombers. 

2 . On January 24 " flying fortresses• again attacked the airdrome 

at J.l\lnda, Ollr ground forces on Guadalcansl, a f ter an a sgressive 

attack from the south, have capt ured tho Kokwnbona area and encircl ed 

anothor strong eneay center of resistance compri sing of more than 
• 
• three infantry battalions . Supply dlll!lps , food storage, miscellaneous 

eqllipcent and several command posts were also captured, Four enemy 

pockets ar e nO'If encircled and are being reduced, 
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Two Japanese float monoplanes attacked our installations on 

A.mchitka, Janua.ry 2u, caus1llg minor damage. The unloading of the 

"!Iiddle ton• is proceeding sl""ly. 

EU!lOPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (LESS TORCH) 

~1llg dayUght Jam~ary 2.3, 48 "fly1llg fortresses" of the 

Eighth Air Force attacked the ene!JO' submarine installations at 

Lorient and Brest . Several direct hits were observed on the target 

at Lorient. Ene!JO' !ightars were active <hring the entire period our 

bombers were over the continent and five o! our planes are mi8sing. 

NOR!'H AFRICA!I OPERATIONS 

On January 2.3 the Ar.lerican armored force continued to operate 

in the Qlsseltia Valley, along the Qled llarou.f, and covered the 

withdrawal of the French force in the hill.s to the east. US light 

bocbers heavily at tacked ene"')'" grouncl forces in this area. To the 

sauth , the ene!JO' occupied the Station de Sened; the lines in Tunisin 

remain otherwise essentially unchanged . 

On January 22, heavy Allied air raids were made on the El 

Aouina airdraoa at TUnis by 26 heavy and 17 llll!dium bombers . Three 

(probabl y five) entiDJ' fighters were destroyed with loae or one US 

lll8diu.m bomber. 



1'0£~CASS I1 ID 
UotD•Lottor, ~-8-71 

On Januaey 2) the naval ba.oe at Bizerte was attacked by 2.3 

heavy and 10 medium bOI!bers which dropped 79 tons of bombs, 

destroyed 28 to 14) enl!!llY airplanes, and hit t11o cneJ!IY vessels, 

sinldng one. Other Al.lled air attacks on anSJ!IY lines of co=­

ieation resul ted in the destruction of 28 vehicles and two airplAnes. 

Our l osses were one mdiuo bomber and three fi<!hters , Enei!IY activity 

over the Algerian coast eoet him three airplanes with no reported 

US loss or demaue. 

PACD'IC AND SOUTH'IIEST PACIFIC AREAS 

1. In hio operation• sumary for the 2b- hour period encl1ng 

1)00 CCT, January 23, General UaeArthur report• thet l!llch equipcent 

8lld 117 prisoners ....,,.., captured in t he Sanananda area cUring the 

day. Our bot>bers,pounding sneJ!IY airfields, installstions 8lld 

shipping at Rabaul, Cllltained hite on fuel dwnps and dispersal areas, 

a direct hit and five near misses on a 12, 000-ton transport, and 

damaged, with near misses, an 8, 000-ton t ransport. Five Zero 

planes, intercepting a lone heavy bomber over Rabaul, ""re destroyed. 

lladang, Finsehhafen, Lao, lllbo, and eneJ!IY lines of comnunication on 

lie>< Guinea and Timor ware also attacked. A heavy bomber, intercepted 

by sl<!bteen Zeros over ll'ewak, dest royed tllreo (probably five) of the 

•neat!' planes . EnoatY air raide on lo!ilns Bay, Port lloresby, and Merauke 

caused no c!ama&•. Tiro north-bound sne"'Y barges 11'8re intercepted by 

tllo motor to.rpedo boote and l oft beached near tho Kumuai River . 



r r.CLASSIJtU 
tl L•~ ~or , 6-8-11 

2 o On JanU&17 2) US b<nober and ~hter aircraft in the South 

hc1tic contiruall,y p<wlded tbe 01\0IIIf airdro .. and ont1a1rcrart 

inotallationo at lluldao On Ouadalcanlll, Oenere.l Patch' a Corps 

advanced rapidly al""i the 4nt:U-o trcot doopi te heavy reaiatence 

and arlille17 tire, reJ:W.aed an eno"')' eountarattack, captured 

tour proainent billa ono of which was heavily rort itied, and 

lnlatrated an 8n"''' atte..,t to ~ out o! oncircl...ent, captur­

ing two adcl1 tional hllla by thi,a laat maneuver o 
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L!:·u>IPJD 
O~J Lott~:, e -~-73 

Work 1a prosroaai.ng on road buildi.ng and l.&ko drainage at 

Alochitka. 

EUHJP3AII TI&TBR 01' OPERATIOOS ( Ims TORCH) 

OS Sp1tt1roe, pron~ e5oort !or RAF bombora during a da;r 

1 attack on Fort Rouge airdrome, January 22, encountered sti!! ene"'Y 

res1atance. Throe ~'K-190' • are clai.md as dastrc;red; one US 

f13hter 1a ai111in8 and one eruh landed. 

On Januar;r 2l and 22 the American armored force of tanka, 

1n!antr;r, field artiller;r, and tank destroyers ad'lancing northward, 

under French command, along tt.> Oued llarou!, forced the eneli\Y beck 

eleven llileo h'oa the bott<D of his salient. Ene>v attael<a !rca the 

east _,.. lll&<lt at two pointe againot the All1ed lines to the eut o! 

the Oled JlarQo!. 

All1ed aircra.tt ...,... actin onr Tun141a on Januar;r 21, 

attac~ ene>v 1110tor tran.port, r&ilroade, and rca de . At least 

6.5 ODIIIIIY vehic>lea and three eneJ11Y aircraft wore claimed "" destroyed. 

Olr lc>o10o were three fighters. US ...,di».m bombers and eacortins 

dzaged another and shot. down aeYtD attacl<ing .._airplanes with 
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a loa a of throe f~ht.ero. T'IU'ee enaliiJ" aircr&l't were shot down 

over Northern Algeria, with a loss of one Allied airplane. 

Aircraft from 118.1 ta sank an eneliiJ" mrchant vesoel on the 

night of January 20-21 and hit an 8$0-ton motor veasel the next 

night. 

AFRICA!HIIDDLE EASTERN THEATER 

On JDJ1Uary 20, P-uO ' s of the Ninth Air Force new fighter and 

f ighter-bomber missions. One eneliiJ" f~hter was probebly destroyed; 

we lost one airplane, 

PACIFIC AND SOU'I'H\1EST PACIFIC AREAS 

/In hi e operations summary for tho 2u-hour period ending 1300 

GeT, January 22, General llacArthur reports that organized resistance 

in the Sanananda area has ceased. Three "flying fartreaaes", 

carrying out a pre-dawn low-level att.eek on shipping at Rabaul, hit 

and sank two ..,dium-ahe vessels and scored direct hits on two l&rge 

ahipa 1 both of llhich were observed to be on fire and badly damaged/ 

Other air raid& nre carried out on the town and harbor areae at 

Rabaul, t he airdro:ne at lladeng and the enam:y <llq>a at Lae . The 

Japanese ineffectivsl;y raided Port lloreab;r, llilne lla,;y and llarori.n . 
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D!OLASSIPID 
OSD Letter, 6-8-71 

Con8truction of the ls.n:!ing field at tMc.hitlc& bas begun, and 

unloading ope:ra.tiona continuo lfithout eoamy interference. 

NOR1ll AFI\lC.IJI OPERATIOI5 

After so!!l8 fighting on January 20 and 2l,Allied troops were 

successfUl in holding the north shoul der of the enemy sal ient 

aoutheast of Bou Ar<tda. Oo January 21 the ODOJ:cy" penetration con­

tinued southwoet up the Qued l!arouf valley al.though French troopa 

apparentl.¥ still held the heights dominating it. OS infantry, field 

artillery, annored, and tank destroyer bat talions bave been ordered 

.from llaktar to tho vicinity of Qusseltia . 

On January 20 tbere was much aircraft activity with many 

engaga.,.nts botlfeen tho opposing forces . Our bombers heavily 

attacked anomy tarracka and the airfiel d at Qabes; otbors bombed 

Bizerto and hit a tanker to the northeast. BM.tish aircraft .from 

lle.lta continued its support of our operatiore. 

Eight out of twelve enemy paratroops who ls.nded at ~orsott on 

January 20 were captured. 

On January 21 aircraft of the IX Bombar Coi!UII&lld attacked 

shipping in Tripoli ha.rbor ond bombed retreating en""'Y colUI:IIUS 

along the coastal road .fr0<1 Sormane to Zouara. 



I 

ASIATIC THEATER 

....... 
D!:CLASS!PrD 

OSD Lotter, 8-S-73 

On J&n\IAry 16 and 17 us '""dium bo-ra attacked ~ (north 

o! llandalq), obtaining hits en the r&Uroad junction, and attacked 

enelll,)' roll inC etoclc north o! llceywa (,..ot o! llandal.aJ') . 

PACIFIC .l.'ll) SOUTJmlST PACIPIC AREAS 

1. In his operations """"""I'Y !or the 2u-hour period end~ 

1300 OCT, JMual')' 21, General l!ae.lrthur reports continued progreae 

1n tho Sanananda aroa, one o! tho ror.ainin& ono,.y pockets b<t~ 

'lllree ot our B-17' s ude a low-level attack on ahippitw 

at Rabaul, loaVine one 6,ooo-ton Mrchant 'lllasol •1nlc1nc and 

damaging a 21000-ton ship. AirdroJDOa 1n tho Rabaul area were aleo 

attacked, ae woro aupply ducpo at Lao and buil~s at Salamaua. 

Three B-24 heavy bombers attackiJla shippine 1n Ambon harbor sot 

one c..U.ar a!1re, hit a 4, 000-ton Mrchant veaosl, and shot down 

two (probablJ' three) intsreeptine Zaroa. 

Tho lntJIIY destroyed one Ucht bolllber 1n two attacks on 

lt1lne Bq, other one~~~r raids on Ilou'dn and llerauke did no c:~oma&o, 

2. On Januar;y 2l US ..,dium bombers attacked on""'' bivOII&o 

areae at llunda while B-17 1s bombed ths &ir~s tbers end at 

Ballale. 



- - -.. -
DECLASSIJ!'ID 

OSD Lnt tor, 6-S-78 

3. The War Department plane to activate at Camp Shelby, 

~aisaippi, a combat team, composed of one infantry regiment, 

one field artillery battalion and one engineer company, t he 

personne.l to be American citizens of Japanese ancestry who volunteer 

and who are approved after invest~ation by the War DepartllBnt. 

or the h5oo personnel required, l$00 are to come from Hawaii and 

the remainder from the mainland. Company Comanders and abcve 

will be white officers. 

The War Department directed General &!:Ions to select his 

quota and prepare the neceasery !'lblic.ity, which, however, must be 

approved by the Bureau of Public Relations. 
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NORTH APRICJ.N OPERATIO!IS 

n!CLASSIPID 
OSD Letter, 0-8-TI 

1. 'ltle ene,... attack aouth o! 8cu Arad& continued <llr1J18 

January 19. The Fnmeh, badly dioorganhed, lft!re withclrawin& up 

the Kebir Vallo:y, the British v Corpe withdrawing its aoutham 

flank to conform to this moveaent . A US &ri:IOred battalion, a tield 

artillery battalion, one infantry battalion, a tank destroyer 

battalion, and other units are enroute to llaktar. 

On January 19 1n southeastem Tun1e1a1 18 mediua bollbara 

heav1.l;r raided lladanine and the N1n road nortb and aouth, while 

tighter airer&tt attacked =otor ool.w:l!e near llareth. 

British llal.ta-based aircr&tt w re active during January 

20, attaoldzla Tripoli md en•"'Y oolwaos in '1\misia, as well u 

shipping ott tho Tunisian coast. hl'l\Y aircr&tt also maintained 

their aet1vi ty over our area, aa well aa heavy t ransport trattic 

between Sicily IIZ'ld Twdaia. 

2 . Responding to a r equest hom Oenaral Eiaenhower !or a tanlc 

transporter unit capable o! moving oillllltaneouoly a battalion o! 

medium tanks plua its spares (about fi) vehiclss), the War Deportlnent 

is organ111n& a new type unit to be equipped wi tb tractor trailero. 



D!CLASUPrD 
4so LOL LOr, 6-3-72 

Each unit conplotely loaded with a 18d1WII tank 'liill ""i&h about 

ai.xt:r tens • 

.ll"lUCA!i-IIIDDLB F.ASTRRH TI&TKR 

On the ni&ht or January 18-19 nino •diw:a bombers or the Ninth 

llr Force attacked the C&$to1 Benito airdrome, &leven heavy bolllbero 

ouceoeetully a ttacked harbor inot&llationa and shipping at Souaao 

durizll da)'li&ht January 19; hits nro observed on a omall morehant 

vasoe1 1n tho harbor and on the doeko. One of our boml>era wu 

forced clown by 111t1&ireraft tiro and two on.,.y aircraft 1ntoreeptizll 

our !oreo wre cloat.."''1"d. Tbat ....,. dq an att""k waa earriod out 

againat the harbor at Tripoli b:r oi&:ht hea'7 bolllbere which deatroyad 

one {probably throe) o! tour or five one1117 plane a o!!ering cOIIbat, 

On January 20 boob&r a of the Ninth Air Foree again attacked 

shipping in Tripoli harbor. 

• .lSI.lT10 TI&TBR 

On J&l'll.U')' 18 and 19 111diw: b""*'-ra eaearted b:r !i&hter Air­

craft attacked the en.,.y hue at l':amiUna (northwest of ~tlc:11D&), 

Burma. Rita ...,ro obaervad on tho ONIIII;)' headquarters bulldinge and 

a largo warohouao. On January 19 throe hoa"ey boolbere attacked 

the doeko at Baaaein {west of l!&ngoon), ond four other heavy bollbero 

attacked tho railroad yarcla at Th&a1 (e.,tral au-) where hito ,...,.. 

observed an the railroad junction and warobou.oeo, 



D"llCLASS!riiii 
OS~ r 5·3~?a 

PACIFIC AND SOUTIMESf PACIFIC AREAS 

1. In hie operations 5ll.1IJll8.l7 for the 24-hrur period ending 

1.300 OCT, January 20, General llacArthur reports that four heavy 

bombers, despatched to attack an eno"'Y convoy of one light endear 

and two transport s near Yfnak (!lew Ouinea), •ere intercepted by 25 

Japanese fighters, 12 of which wore shot da...n , Other air action 

that day consisted of a I>.ltch mission against Dobo {on Aroe Island) , 

othero against Gasmatn, llaclallg, Cape Gloucester, Lne, l..:Urunai 

(Rabaul) and haraoaing miasions against the Japanese north of Gena, 

No All1od losses were reported. 61 ene"'Y ships including l.3 warahips 

were observed near Rabaul . 

2 . The Am;y Ground Forces iseuad directives for the con-

stitution and activation of the Headquarters an(! Readquarters 

Compnny of the Sixth A:r"'f. In complinnce with Oeneral llacArtbur's 

request thia A:r"'f will be assigned, under ccamand of Lieutenant 

GnneraJ. Walt er Krusger, to the Southwest Pacific Theater. 

J, On January 19, General Harmon's •tl,y:!ng fortresses• and 

fighters pounded !lunda; all planes returnec:l aafoly. The oamo day 

anotbor B-17 on a reconnaissance mission ahot down t...o (probably 

threo) Zero fightera in a 90-minute running fight over Choiaeul 

leland. Ball&le airdrome was alae bombed. Usdium baobera scored 

a bit on a deatro;yer east or Brugainville . 
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DECLASSrJfD 
OSD Lollar, 5-S-72 

on January 20 our el.rplaneo, 1111Uo on unouccooo.llll 111as1<1'!5 

ogainat en~ cargo vessels, shot dawn eight one~ tightero with the 

looa of one US fighter. 

4. General Patch, IIUbaitting his tirot report on ground activity 

on Ouadalcanal, reports that on January 20 two hillo southwest or 

our position were captured against heavy reoiotanee, Activity eloa-

where co1111iotod of patrolling and tho cons olidating of positi01111 

sained. An ·~ force, c'-J)lotal;r eurroundad on tho south Oank, 

is being r educed. 
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IEST&RN I!EliiSPH!U!E 

On January 19 nather forced back a ml..$oion whi ch oet out to 

attack two n011'l,y diaeovered freightel"o 1n Kisk& llarbol" . Three 

heavy bomben ue missing and one CI"&Sh- landad at Adak. 

NORTH AFRJI:AN OPERATIONS 

On January 18 • ~ !orlreoses• and fight&!:" ail"cl"aft, ouceose-

!Ull;y attacked tile Caatal Benito ail"dl"on> (ne&l" Tripoli) 'With 24 tone 

or bomb a and deatroyod foUl" (probably nino) or tllo enelll)' airplanes 

llh i eh 1nt ueaptod thOD. We lost one bor.bor and a tighter ait1>lane. 

Allied airplanes destroyed throe (probably four) aircraft near Bou 

!rada; one Spit!il"e is ml..$s1ng. US IS!ldium bo:d>era ham>ered the 

doeke at Bizerte and FoXTyVille . 

On January 18 there was conoid6rable activity on tho fl"ont 

or the Britieh Fil"at !rill)'. To the north of Medjez-el - Bab Brit iab 

troopa maintained theil" presoure, while to the a<>.ltheut our 18th 

In.fantr;y eounterattaelced a l ocal 8neJIY advance . An ener at,t •ok 

oupported by s01110 50 tallka east o! Bou Arada waa repulaed, caua1ng 

hi.ll the loaa o! two eaopaniaa and oeveral tanko. The """lilY pone -

trated the French position 11 milaa SE ot Bou Arada and wao aggressive 

for two dayo 1n the vicinit;r of Sened Station. 

AFRIC.&II-IIIDDL& EASTERN THEATER 

General Brereton reporto that on January 15, 16 and 18 h4avy 

SECit£4 
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'-'ou.l Lottor, 6-3--7:4 

-era o! tho US Ninth Air l'or~e, ucorted by tighter planea, 

heav1J.7 attacked •- wrecks at Tripoli in order to preTent their 

uae aa harbor cbetructiona. Four (probebl.T five) tniiiQ' !iahter 

planu were ehot down '"' J&ml&ry lS. 

Repeatocll7 between January 16 and 19 other he&"}' bcllboro 

attacked the Tarhuna and Benito eatae, and Ca8tel. Benito airclroae 

near Tripoli. lln""'Y airera.tt h&raaaine these ad.asiona did not 

press hcooe &1\Y attacks and all our airpl&ooa returned. !>.Iring thie 

period &leo our purwit aircraft n ..... 11&11,)' fi&hter-bollbe.r IIIUiona 

and de.trQ1ed. several •IlGIIG' airpllnea co tho ground. 

On January 19 ..,.. he&"Y booboro attacbd shipping at Sou.oH. 

PACIJ"'C AND SOUl'IIIIEST PACIFIC AREAS 

In hit oporationa SI1JIIIlW'Y !or tlu! 24-hour period endiJli: 1)00 

OCT, January 18, General llacArthur reports tbat "llhi le Allied unito 

'"'re withdrawn troll the i.modi&ta vicinity or llu.bo, h&raoaing patrol 

oporatiCO>a were aintainad. Tho ;uae or Sonananda waa ~tuad 

by tho Au.t.ralian 7tb DiTbiCO>. Four I'*'G' poelceta rea1n near 

Sanonanda. 

Tha liS tonk:er •llobilube• waa hit by a torpedo 60 lllilea eaat 

or Sydney and 11 being tOW8d to port. Japanese aircraft raided 

llilnAo Be.y (tho Uth tioe) and llw:la, caueing no d&J>oie . Allied 

bo.bere continued their attaclca co Rabeul (poaaibl7 hittl.nc one ohip), 
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OSt Lulto•, 6-3-73 

P'1na~on, a..mta, lladanc and Lae. A heavy bomber 0!1 a,.,d 

roconn&iJI8&nCO oank &n 8,0(10-ton c&rgO veaael 7SJ mll_!!S SOU.tlmaat -ot H"" Hanover L!land. 

For January 19, General llaoA.rtlrur roporte t hat ""'ehino"1JU.n 

noota remo.ining in tho Sananando area were being attacked by mortar 

and artillery fire and that. rocbction of ·~ def.,..aoa cont11"11od. 

s·.all-ecale Allied air a t tacks were made on Gasma-ta, on various 

• . enell(1·held pointe in NaY Guinea and on ialando to tho not. 
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NORTH AFRIC!II OPER.\TIONS 

1. On January 17 Ax1a planes twice attacked the harbor at 

Bone, where a merchant vessel was damaged. 

2. On tho qht of January 17-18 while llalta-based British 

lroll:lngtons wore attaold.ng Tripoli, other British pl aneo, operating 

against the enell\)' 1n 'l'llnisie, carried out mining and torpedo opera-

tione and haraasod enenc;r motor transportation. 

AFRICAlHIIIl!JLE EASTERtl THEATER ' 

l)uo1ng clayll.V>t on January 16 boobcrs of the US Ninth Air 

Force dropped more than twelve tons of high expl osivee on wrecks 

in Tripol i horbor which could be used to obstruct the channels. 

That sace dq US fighter aircraft flew several patrol snd fightsr­

bo>ber miss1ono; two fighters are missing . 

On Jawary 17 twsl"" heavy bombers of the llinth Air For co 

attacked Tripoli harbor with 30 tons of explosivoe, hits being 

obtained on tho moles and tho Governor's palace; all aircraft 

returned sofely. 

PACIFIC AND SOUTH'IIEST PACIFIC AREAS 

On January 18 eight •n~ fortresses" obtained tw.> hits on 

an ene=y cargo vessel anchored one mile east of Faisi (Solomons). 

In aoriAJ. co:bnt, two !loot Zeros ...,ro shot down and one ot our 

planes was l ost. 
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CSD t >r, &-~-73 

lloporta 1nd1ca!A that on JanU&l'7 18 the e"""'' ._. atill ..,........ 

or our lan~o on Allchitka. 

NORTH .urRICAN OPERUICilS 

im"i.nc the ~hta ot Jam&r7 1$-16 and 16-17, aa .... u u the 

int.nenl..nl! d&T1 Allied bollbera and tithtara attao~d the en011)'1 • 

linea ot e-.mication. Two ot l2 eneJIO" fighters operating OYer 

Barul were clta~ 01\ Jeuary 17 althool.glt actntrae .,...ther ~red 

air operationo the •"""'Y' a colllllllllicationa in tho Stax region were 

bo-d, and one Oormon bo.ber and two transports were ohot down b)­

US tig.h!Are between !lm1a md S1ni.lJ'J two or our &J.roratt are 

lliuing. 

StrildrC at our c'-Uiicationa, the SJ>eltiY bl n up a railroad 

bridie •ieht llilea aouthweat or ltaanrino an the nieht ot Janu&r7 

I 16-17, and the next ~ht c!uoJi•bed Ull>ther live llilu northeast 

ot that town. '!'he tirot bridge hu been repaired, 

'!'he Britiab 1)9th lntantry BriCaclt Oroup (at the 46th lntmtry 

Di"fiaim) baa arrind in the tornrd area. (IICIW prea&ftt 1n lfarth 

Atrica &lao are the Britioh 78th In.fantry and 6th A.noared Diviaione.) 

On Janua.ry 1$, aix US hea>y boabora operati.nc tr0111 India attacked I 
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three ~~~~ veo .. lo oaot. ot tho J.ndaao x.lond4, J.aa?illc one, o! I 
about. 7,000 tcme, in a •inlc1na oondl.t.ion. 

PACIFIC AND SOOTI!Iml'l' PACIFIC AREAS 

l . In l'lie opnat.ione 11\llM&l"Y for tho 2L-hour period ond.l.ftil 

l300 OCT, Jonua>y l7, Ooneral MacArthur roJXU"to Allied patrol 

act1Yit7in the lllbo area. n omenta o! our )2d end Llst Diviaione 

in the SanlllWida area were advancin£ apinst stubb<lrn rooistance; 

the 7th Auatrallan D1Yieion occupiad t.he cape Killerton area. 

Attacldng • noet ot so t.o [I) ehipe at. Rab&ul, us heavy 

boolbers scored hits an two ot thoa and probobq three othero. Our 

b<>abere al.oo halll111ered Japanese a1rdromeo ond other inetal.la tiona at 

Lae, lladong, Pinechheten, Ot.emate and Cape Olouceot.er. 

r...ntr-!our eneuv ... d.I.IIJI boal>ers in the tenth raid on llilne 

BaT destroyed three o! our heavy bollbere and !our other airplanes 

including one tighter ...,icb oruh-landed after att.empt.!.ng inter-

' .-ption. 

2. General. Hanocn roi)QI"to that f\lrtber intonati on ind.l.cat.es 

that three addl.t.i cnal JoponeH planea were deatroyed in the att.eck 

"" 9 en.,q deatro)'llre J&ftUU1 l S, but t.hat the destroyer probabl7 

'IOU not aunk. "n1e •- dq, 12 di.Tit-t>ooobere sacorted by l3 tiat>tar 

plane• acored t wo h1te , on an .,. DIT cargo ship nortlDNst o! New 

Ooorgia set.ti"'l it afire. Seven out of 12 intercepting Zero fighters 



Dr.r LAssrrru 
OlD J.."e.r, &-3-71 

were doetr01"dl cno of our planoa u 111aeing. In other attacka that 

~ t.M Tuo&t&I'Cql& area en o...dal.~ waa bcobed ae ....., Bollale 

Ielanc1. 

On January 16 the ai.rdromae at Ball&le Ialanc1, llmcla anc1 

ltahil1 wre bollbec1. A battleeh1p, !our claatr01"ro and .!evan CG"gO 

ah1pe ,.,re o1ghtec1 1n the &.t1n..Shortlancla area. 

81!CR£f 
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Lan<tiJl! operations on Amchitka continued during January 16. 

OUr outpost is in position at tbe nartlrln!at ond of the island and 

our t roops are organizing their positi ons ., ta:r fonoard as Kirilof 

Bay, thus oceupyins tho harbor area. 

NORTH AFRICJ\li OPERA TIOKS 

On January 15 our patrols 'll'ere active, ons or them destl'011ng 

an •ll8li1Y post south or J.lodjet-el -Bah. I talian troops captured 

Station de Sened (midlley bet'll'eon Ga!sa and lfaknA8e:y) in Cent r al 

Tunhia. The Latayette Eaeadrille,'llhieh operates P-!,0 r1thter 

..U,lanos 111 th French pilots, deatroyed two eneJIG' planes in aerial 

combat on 1 ts first llisaion. 

Reporta receiftld c\lr~ the past seven deye ( January 12 to l8) 

indiute that 35 en"'IG' ..U,lanoo and l 6 Allisd ..U,lanes were 

deetroyed c\1ring the period ccwered. 

Aircratt of the 9th Bomber Comand attacked ehipping in 

Tripoli Mrl>ar, January 16. 

ASIATIC THEA'I'ER 

Oenoral Bissell reports that on January 5 (15?) six fithtsr 



DECLASSIFI!8 
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a.ircrafi bollbod and mclrlne-gunnod aldppi.ng at Bhuo Md aot gaaol1no 

ot<rea a!ire. Nine mare !1glltera attacked other oneiii1""0Ccup1ed towna 

in N.E. Burma. 

On January 16 six ..,diUJD bombers eaccrted by <>leven tighter air­

craft, !&il ine in an att0111pt tc catch 8!le111Y aircraft on the airdroJ:I8 

at Lash1o, attacked the town with unkn01111 results. Yu.nnan;y1 airdrome 

waa attacked on January 16 by eighteen Ol1e"'' bombers escorted b:y 

• tln!nt:y !ig)ltera. Twelve US !ightera, interceptirl! thie !orca, 

deetro:yed seven (probabl:y twelve) en""")" airplanes. One US tighter 

1e ads sing. Little damaEO ...., caueed tc the airdrome . 

PACIFIC AND SOU'lllliEST PACIFI C AREAS 

In hie operations eumnary for tho 24-hour period ending 1300 

OCT, January 16, Ooneral llacJ.rthur reports a euccssaful attack in 

the Sanananda area by el-nta of the US 41st Division. Oaamata 

~ and Laa air-a were hoavil:y at tacked by Allied aircraft. ll!n.or 

J.ll1e d air at tacite ""re mad& on Cape aJ.ouoeater airdr0111 and on ene"'' 

installations at sneral points along the northeaat coet o! New 

Ouinea. 'l'he Jc>enese lost one , poasibl:y two, aircra!tJ no Allied 

loss waa reported. 
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WESTER!! !!fi!T!!Pl!I!RI! 

Unloadins or the tr&llllport " lliddloton• continued durins January 

15. ':bore 1o no l.nd1eation that tho one:!!)' 1o awro o! our ope.-~ioruo 

a~ AmchHka. 

ElfflOI'W n!l!A,T£ll Of OPIW.TI<JIS (J.ESS TO!l:H) 

An W\1dent1t1od airplane wao reported over Icolond, January 15. 

NOR'JH J.FRIC41! OPEJ!ATIOIIS 

Operat1ns 1'Na llelta the n1abt o! January 14~l.S, Britiob booabero 

attacked Tripoli and Sousoe, while othoro llinod the •pproacbeo to Stu. 

'lblt """'e n1abt and the next da;r 8rl.t1ab fi&htar al.rcroi't trooa llllta 

haraooed eno~ ~otor tranoportatl.on on coaotal rO&do. 

On January 15, the ena111y attacked the liaison Blanche a1rdro,., Bone, 

Tbelepte (twice), and Yow Leo Baina , losins seven of hie aircraft l.n 

tbe operat1ono. 

bl.ab•:r br~ lll111 o! Qabeo' . .... 1ntorcoptod b)' • dozen eneov fi&!lt•r 

planeo or wbl.cll one, probebl;r throe, wore destroyed. Other us llodiu. 

bollbaro and C1Wttere, on anti-<tbl.ppl.na operat1ono NS o! B1•erte, en­

countered largo torMt1ona ot •DIIIT tranoport al.rcra!t with boabor and 

!l.&!ltar 01cort; thO)' dootro;red oix, probabl;r nino, en-.y tranaport 

planao and three anoiQ' figllton. 
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Durin& J&DU&ry l4 and lS tho ..,.,.y ehowed 1ncreued act1Y1 t7 oo 

the eouth tl&nk or the Firat t.rrq. 

A[RlU!I=I!IllllLE WTJ;.!U! D!MTJiR 

Five British Liberatore, operating undor US control, attacked road 

junctions at Tripoli and a.n one1111 ouppl)' dUIIp at llisu.rat& on the night 

ol January lJ • 

Genor&l Bi.ssell reporte that an January lJ and 1.4, £1gllter airplanee 

operating !roo Xwmin& att&oke<l en~ shipping and other eno..;y t&rgoto o! 

opportun1t7 1n oast&rn Bul"llt.. 

PAQil'lC A!!D SOUTH\f&ST PACIFIC AREAS 

l . In hio operations ou..ry !or the 24-bour perio:! ending 1.)00 

OCT, January 15, Genor&l ll&cArthur roport& t.h&t fight-ing near IIUbc (S . of 

Sal&>oaua) lasted t.hroHI da;}'11J the eneiQ' eu!tered heavy cae.W.tioe &nd hit 

beadquortere, euppl)' inat&ll&t.iODt, and radio otet.ion .. re deotrO)'ed. 

Allied losees wre nealigiblo. At 8&n&n&nda an Allied oDCirol.in;l IIOYo-

Mnt diopersed a large pocket ot en~ rosiet&nce; 1S2 Japenese wero 

killed. OUr 32d D1Yieion is pushing north .. tt toward S&nan&nda. 

Port Vorosby eu.st&ined ito 97th and 98th air raids with no 

d&mo11e or casualtioo. •Yl,y1ng tortrosses• a t tacked shipping at R&b&ul 
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1nd tlte airdr0118 at aa .... ta, while .-dium bombers attacked the .,..,.., 

supply dWIIPe at Lao. A. heavy bomber ictercepted by six zero !ishtors, 

deetro)'10CI two (poaaibly three); it bombed an...,.. poicte on tlte N"" 

Guinea coast. 

2 . General Harmon reports tl\nt on Guadalcenal on January 14 

fighter aircraft harassed the onecy all day; • fl;r1ng fortreosoa• 

dropped s,ooo lbs. of supplies to our troops • 

On January 15 d1 ve-bombers escorted by fighter air craft 

attacked nine ene~~~Y dastroyero off the northoaot coast of N"" Georgia. 

Jane destroyer was sunk and near mioses wore scored on throe othoro. 

El.gtlt of twelve attacking Zero planes wore shot dcnm; f1 vo of our 

figt>ter aircraft are aiosi"i! and one dive-bomber was forced down. 

Later that day nine •flyilli! i'ortreoseo• escorted by fourteen 

f1ghter pl anes, unsuccessfully attacking ana~ destroyers, shot down 

twolvo eno:o;y noat biplanes. ill our aircraft returned oa.fely • 



• 
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Our l.an~ operat10118 at .U.:hitlca progreeeed during J&mi&r)" 

14 deepite he&")' ,..a~r. TM tranepor-t "Widdleton• 1e acround 

and 101110 bars•• and landins boate han been loot. No cameltiee 

have been repcrted. 

EU!iOPEAJI TREATER OP OPEI!I.TIONS (LESS 'lORCH) 

General Eakllr, repor-ti.nc troa Landon ~ -10ft8 nmo> by 

tbe m J,tb l"i&llter Or<>up, .JIDUJ'T lJ IIDd 14, etatee that hite .. ro 

obaernod OD a facto17 and a etea.r. Two 11'11-190' e ,..re deatro,.ed 

and one of oar airpl.anee cruh-l.anded ae a ruult of aerlel eod>&t. 

NORTH J.PRICAN OPER.\TIQIS 

1. 8r1tieh b<>abere baaed on llelte a!!ectivel7 attacked Souue 

Harber «llrinC tbe Dielrt Jaz»M7 12-lJ, 

~ J&DU&l'T lJ other Br1tieb aircraft aowed llinea off Stax 

and baraaeed ..tor tr.naport n.ar tbe cout. l!loeoo" aircraft attaclcad 

cr<>und targeta in oar area, including llaiean Blanche airdro•. Local 

att&clca ,..re •de by .ll.liad ground fcroea ncrtbeut of Bou .l.rada and 

by French troope ~ little tllrth&r aO<ltb1 bllt c111ne 'ftrl later re­

lll>quiebed. 

lll.lte-baad alrcratt re..-d their attack• on cround target• 

dur1ng the Digbt of .Jenu&l'T l3-l4. 



em Jmua17 U tl>ere wu canaiclerable &1r act1Yity on each 

11<1e. !wenty....,ix ·~ tortr.u .. • dropped 6) t<ma ot h1Vt ex­

plooino on Stu, wb1l.e 16 otbon dropped .)6 tcns on Souooa1 doclca 

and ehipo .,..re bolievod damaged. llecliua bombero attacked railroad 

inat.lleticna near tbaoo cities. Brit1oh bombers attacked Bicorta, 

and other llia.icno were repar-tad. ':be er>OJQ' attacked our airdrc.o 

ot !~Ukra and t'bolepta, dn•g:Mg oeYerol airplonea tnt. 1oai.q! two 

I • (probabl.T tl!roo) ot h1o 01111. 

2. General Eio011hower waa int"""'d that. in order to contriblto 

to tba IIODtblJ' roquiremnt or 86,000 t<ma o! coal tor bio area which 

tho Brit.ieh ....,.ot entirely ••t. me to l&clt ot ebipp:t.nc, we will 

"""d 21,000 tcna OWI7 2$ dqa until .Ore Britieh abipp:l.nc beCOIIIIa 

ava1l&b1e. 

). t'bo War De~t notified O..orol Eiaonh"""r that, until 

euch U. aa a new ave-at witb tha !Ia.,. 1o c..,.Uetad tbe Arfq 

will prO'fida and tt'Maport to llorth .&.triea all rat.iCIDa und bT all 

ot our &rllll!d peracnnol ubore. 

A7IUOAII-IIIDILE EASTERN T!!EA'l'ER 

O..rol 4nd.rftw nporto that tha Britieh o/fenaiYO OC&inet 

ao-.11 o &.erat pooit.ien etartad at. OSlS C.:T, Jannar)' 1$. ':be OMIV' 

cletenao• wre atill hold:l.nc at 1800 OCT that dq. 

( 
~{I 
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P.I.CJli'IC .AIID SOII'I'Ilii!!S't P.I.CJli'IC .I.RBAS 

1. Oe>eral. l!a:noorl report• that two t'iihter planes , recormoit.r­

inl over Rekat. Bo.:r, January U, ehot down eo>e out of three i.ntor­

cepting n oet Zeroo . 

2. General llanioll,... notified that 1n order better to •et 

the world-wide ll&intenance and repllceant problea, tbe liar Ilep&rtllent 

plana that W.tiatel;r bea-r:r and •diua ~ ot the 11-24 (ContoU­

dlted) and 8- 2$ (llort.b .t..erican) t;n>oe CDl;r 1l1ll. be u .. d 1n all tbalt.n 

except. tba European. 
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Lon~ oporat1Ctl8 on Allchitka pr<)Creeeed mr1ng J&ml&J')' lJ 

dupite boavy wind and aeae. There ,... no eneoo;r reactim. 

In a fllppl.e.ntary npart on the bollbing or the locOII)tiYG and 

ear worka at L1lle JailUary 13, General Baker at& tea that excellent 

reaulta were obtained by our 62 ·~ tortroaoea• which dropped 

159 tona or bo&'O'J' bol:lbe 011 tho tarpt. Ot 18 to 20 Geran &ircra.tt 

att&cld~ our bo-r• over the target area three (probab:IT ae<reD) 

......., dest.ro,.d. A diveraion ld.aaion non b7 16 liS ..,diua boabere 

drew the eneoo- fighter owo•1 tion an;y trc:a the target area without 

beeOIIing engaged 1n aerial eaaiJat. 

IIOJml URICAII OP!RATI<JIS 

~ JmiiUT lJ tlntl.Te bo-ra ot the linth llr Foree att&cloed 

tho roeda 1n the wicinity or soueae and Tebourba. 

PACn'IC AIID SOUTIIII!ST PACIFIC .l.l!IWI 

1. In hie oporationa eu-ry tor the 24-hour period endin8 

1.300 OCT, Jenu&J'T lJ, 04beral JlacArtbur l'eporte thet tithting 1e 
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cootiml1Dg 1n the lllbo (12 .Uee oouth ot ~ua) area-... , em 

t.he U'ternoon ot Joml&1'7 ll, a eoaoerted ll11ed attack eouaod lllliJ' 

eneiiiY eaall&lt1ea. At Sananand&, althOUgh our advonce is held up b)' 

otroog pill box do!onooe, our petrole are very active . 

llerauke ......, age1n at tacked by eneiiiY mdLUJO bod>ora which 

ceueod cm1;r a14ht ~e and no CU\lalt1ea. •FlJoing tortrooaoo•, 

Mdiua boobero ond Auotrali&n Beau!iehtare eonotontlJr attacl<od tba 

I one"'' inetall.&tio:no at Lae ond So' , .. ,,. while 14bt boabero and 

purouit aircraft -red at tho IMIIO' linea ot cos:u.niutioo. .1. 

~ hea'f7 bolllber doa~d two (probabl;r throe) o! six zero !4htaro 

I 

attapting 1ntercepticm OYer o .... ta. 

2. On Januaey l.), our Mdi\1.11 bocbero attacked lllnda and 

Rekata rlth undotal'lllined roeultt. •PlJ'1ng !ortrooaea• dropped 

7000 pounds ot lmlll.lnitio:n and auppli4o to our troops on the mora 

inacee .. ible parte o! tho tront co ()ladaleanal. 
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InitUl landJJ>ge on .Alochitl<a leland ""re made by our troops 

on January 13. 

EUJIOPEAN '11!EATER 0.!' OPERATI ONS (LESS TORCR) 

Oenoral Eaker reports tltat an January 13 US "fiying tortreeees• 

I made a wcee8e,tul d.a,yllght attock on tbe locom<>tive and carriage 

'II'Orke at Lilla . Although the eneJIIY' s fightor reacti on -.u not as 

atrC~q~ as in the past, antiaircratt tire was accurate and inton&e; 

two ot our bcabere ...,re lost by colliai on and a t hird hae not ;yet 

• 

returned. 

NORT!! AFRICAN OPERA. TIOHS 

On January 11 Alliad armored and ini"antry troops puahad back 

an enemy force ooutll ot Goub&llat. An ene"'Y attock aouthaa.et of 

Pichon """ repulaed by tbe French . 

Ene011Y aircraft attacked our airfield at 'l'halepta; our "tlying 

tortrosses• bod>ed a bridge nortb or Oe.bee. 

General Eiam>hcm!r has establiehed a forward CODMtld poet at 

Constantina. 



D! OLASSTP'Il!1! 
080 Lot tor, ~-3-78 

<:-. o!fenoive .....,po January 12 fighter planoo of tho Ninth Air 

Forco deotroY"d two (probabl,y throe) Axis f~btero. 

PACIFI C AND SOUTIIIF.ST PACIFIC AREAS 

l. On Janu&r)' 12 e:!x mdiWII bombers escorted by 17 ~bter 

aircra!'t, operating in un!avorob1e weather, att.aclaod the """DO' 

• airfield at Jrunda, U011al long-range air raconnaioaanceo !rom 

Eopirit.u Sante and Ouadalcanal were maint.ained. 

I 

2. In biB operetiono IIUJIIIIIOJ'Y for the 24- bour period Eliding 

l JOO OCT, Ja!Jlary 12, General llacArt.bur report.o that in the Sanan-

anda area the Auotrelian 7th Dirteion, 011pported by t.anlc8, made a 

slight adftnce againot otrong en•DO' reaiotance while our J2d Divieion 

est.ablio.bod a bridgehead in the ene!IO' poo1t.1ons. 

En"lli' boabero again raiding l!erauke {aout.ll cout of H.,. 

Guinea) caused no damage or caaualtioe. Allied air actin 'tv included 

at.t.acks on ellU\Y landing !ioldo and inat.allat.ione in Now Ouinea and 

Tillar. 
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IIKll!rH Al'RICAN OPERA TIOIIS 

On January 10 nine o! OW' •diua bOIIbera trucce .. rully attacked 

t b6 railroad ;yvda and oil atoroee at Oebea. That da)" also a us 

punuit plane dropped a 500-1b. boab equ,arel)" on the Oe.-:> head-

quartera at lt&irouan, and aix l:l&ht bombera attecked an Ono,)" curp 

...,.t o! Oebea. One Allied •diwa bc:lllber and one tighter ...,re loet. 

Al'RICAli-IIIDDLE EASTERN THB.I.TER 

General Brereton reporta that on January 10 twelve US hea"Y 

bolllbera dropped 59 l,ooo-lb. boabe on LaGouJ.atte. One airplane 

waa loet. That Dight !our llritish bolllbere W1dar US eomand, 

attacked the road ,1\lnotion at Tripoli nth 48 quarter- ton boaba. 

On January 11 e:l&ht us hea"Y oo.bera dropped 40 1,000-lb. 

bootla on the Vittorio Emanuel llole at Naples causing at leaat 

one large !ira. Oerun f18htara ab.ot down two o! our bolli>ere; 

""" """lilY airplane waa deatrcyed. 

ASIATIC 'l'IIB&TER 

On JanU4IY 9 and 10 our t:l&htar airplanaa atteclced ground 

targeta near ll'&nling, Lo1w1Dg, lutlaLi and Bbamo (Bu.-), the 

laat place &lao being erteeti...,ly atteclced b7 adiua bCIIIben. On 

January 10 aix bea..,. and eight adi,. -ra cleatreyed a epan or ( 

' 
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a r&1lro&cl bridp eau th of *'>dalq. Reporta l..Dd1cat. that _. 

nr1oua att&clce bno 111ooeoded in etoppinJ r&1lro&cl trett1c throullll 

that c:l.l;y tor the put •ok. 

PJ.CIFIC J.IID SOUTiii!ST PJ.CIFIC .lRBAS 

l. In hie oporaUone eu..ary tor tlla 24-hour period encU.re 

l,JOO OCT, JanuaJ7 ll, Oenaral lloc.l.rthur report& that J.llied troops 

coutl.nued to close in en the en•• in tbe Saoenande area • 

.t.n Australian Catalina bolobed an oneCI)" warohip 100 IOI.lea 

eaat ot Saaaau.a 'With unobool'Vod roll\llte • 

.ur roecnnaiseance 1'8'f8alod ono aircraft carrier, 37 large 

wasela, and 24 .-11 naaela at Rabau.l. 

l 

2. ~ f1ihtor airoratt, etteotift~ aupportins ground apora­

ticna on Clladaloanal on Jlmlaly 10, deatroyod an ellelq strong point, 

attaclced reinto,_ta and 111'jlplia& ..m.ng to the trent and destroyed 

!f ...ru. Uon &a.pe. 
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a.p1,.nnr, to a -.r ~,._r~t :-~at ro~ a ~ or :"f"Y.,rn 

IAOO•lMae ac•hUiu 1n U. t:.tud r..l~, Oe.r-A-Nl LH r.poru 

\hat btt-~ Jw. 1 anc~ o.~ Jl, 1 J4J, ~u .. , ~--t~.t &S~~ 

t4M1 or approxtr.~ly )00 Ubwtr ahlp.-lOICit. In a1dit.ion, the 

!rltJ.ah !-..sve -.de aYail.abl• ror our uae quart.•ra, -.J.rtielc1a1 a.rehouaas, 

ottice butlcU.n,ra , and othe-r Olo111t.h11 han paid U.t..,•en lb, 000 aOO 

2),1);)0 pt~rle r.tployed d.i.Ntct.ly b)' t.hl \ 1S torcu, hav11 11\JppUe·J an 

unflattW'lt.tort •-ount or civiliM bbor ~ he.'fW ace"'l>hd rellf'OMibUU.y 

ro:- ~ch a<S.:Ur.i_rtr,Uve expenses •• coerno.rJutlon•, J•Ublteat..lona, 

1r.t.vlar lra!l!;ortA\.Lon, and datlal"& to ~cpert)" rnulti~t ~ 

trai,JN". 

':a. Pr-1t hh at..o tun!ahed nbe•..ant.:lal quarUtlea ot ~Ues CJf 

.;'01~ tor om' tcrCN 1n 1.he ~-t.h Afr-1UI'I optr&tlOM ud. co::!!:u 

!; to nppQ' all lc..e t« CI'Or Eute.m 'fuk rw-u c_.. t.o bou:t t.-. ud 

llrtt.l.ah troop&. ll.roac17 e:oD!'lr.ct for rr~r • d1irlnc 194) 11: ~e 

equ1'f'f\lent or ~Ob,?Sl ah!p.ton: or (OQd . 

tro" A1~at.ral1a ....,. on.~ parl.lally &'laihbll W\.
1 

on Hov_.r )1
1 

act.u.l 

Treuury dtbU.a totalled e.qo,Oo:41 (fl0, Alar.~' r-roportt~"n or t.be &.M!\r 

and Navy rat.iona &re !'umish.-! locall7 urdtr 1.h11 &rn.ftrl\e.:w.nt., aa:J in 
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19~J this llid 1s to be extended to US torceo in the South Pacific Area, 

although thio is outeide the bcsic reciprocal aid are4 . Other oervices 

remerod includo the l.'llrnishing of buildings, hospitsls, lam, 1'\Bchinery, 

n:.a.npower, comunications, t ransportation, and civilian arxi military 

stores . 

>IO'!TH J\~'!'..ICAN OPlffiAT!OlS 

The uo\IU 3ir operations over '!'Uni3ia continued durin•: January 10 . 

The enemy cround forces showed SO::JEI activity to the south , us o:odium 

bO!llbers sank a. tsnker ce'""'ing fuel from !tal¥ to Tunlsia. on .January 11. 

AFIUCA!l-!liDlL!': EASTER!/ 1m:A TER 

G-eneral Ilrereton ro!)Orts that nine US heavy bombers~ unable to 

attack Bizerte beca use of weather, dropped 45 - l,OOD-lb. bombs on 

Tunia. on Jarnully 8 r.ith unobserved r esulto . One """"Y fi<Pt.er was 

destroyed; aU our airplanes l andOO 9a.rely. 

PACIFI C AllD SOUTH\'II;S'l' PACIFIC AREAS 

In his opora tions reports covering the period• from lJOO OCT 

January 8 to lJOO OCT Januory 10, Coner ol t.!acArthur s=rt2os Allied 

actioM orainst tho enom,y convoy which dW'ing this period sailed fron 
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Lae to the east . Late on Jarnulry 8 , Ul1od boooors obtained a probable 

hit on one tranaport am & direct hit on a larxling barge . '!'he ne><t 

day various types of boobere raintained incessant a ttacka on t.he con-

voy both in the harbor a.nd after its departure, scorintt more than o 

dozen hl.ts on the transports) one of which waB set afire at Ute and 

another lett Motionloss !.n ttte water a!ter a hit by a 1,000-lb. bomb; 

8 torpedo hit. was osdc on one or the escorting warshirs . on January 

• 10 assa\.lts on this convoy were conti."lued . -
l)ur!.ng this period klliod aircraft not enga~od in direct attacks 

on oneJ:Il" shippinc kept the ene"'l" supply installations at Lae undor 

continuous attack and caused consider.able dam.!lge . 

Tbe total ene:v losses in aircraft !or the period January 6-? , 

inclusive~ were 83 destroyed w-it~ 36 reported as uprobtihles11 • The 

latest repor ts on January 10 list one cner:cy plane destroj'Cd for that 

day, During this period ap;u-oxiJnately ten Alllod airplanes wore lost . 

• ,
1 

During the period our r.round forces maintained their pr essure on 

the en""')' in the 3anananda area ·.mer a alomonts or the 41st Division 

~ere repor ted in action. 

• 
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..... .l.DC. •r .. " ~d OlilJ" torce1 tGl" 

J, """" P''3 pal.,.ol'l.-,~ " fot•w • .-d a ... tf! ... "S.. 

1>-:ce*r , Omttr1l ~nt.o::.. ro!part• Uuat. to M.d ;r!t.1dl &irpl..anra 

&alimod t.o t.hb 'll'lit. C"C?.X"d owr ~ •or: I'll or ~ on Uatl a, 

Tripoli, Scutt~. , sru &nd l'u\1a M o r ort.." A!rt.c.:n ;.or.". ':'"'7 

~en=;' Mrbo:- Sut.al.lAUOM raU oer.t.err, aarJt «~ - -1; .r, -
.,.._ bl~~!d. • J.QO" o,tnticul •1r loe c ~ ~· 

~· 1'41'1od ...,.. 13 ( ro~ :,) a!rl&.'WI to ""' ""'· 

en : me.n· 1 runuit. llr;tl~• IIJCCflr~::.-~117 at.t.adc81 a.n '~ 

oil at. L."'\ll..:ahih, .• nern ~ l~i:1011 . 

'!11:1 1 ext ~· Bix :r 1 borbtre 01cort.ed ~ tithtctr airt":-.!l..!t. 

att.aoko the 'WlU"'!ho-•M ana at. Fl&.'!IO. ~' lihUe purr::sit-ho:'btrt~: 



t~~"~f ~ iPJIO 
,. uu c, .. a-71i 

·~..,. ~ t HM!.a U:lc O! OM 1-i.:::ht. cndMJo 1 ~· da .. ..r''Qj'll.:"a, ei 

\tJ'M -:-,"XX..- ten ~:u'-.rcr+.a nlQI.¢1ae at. tat:, -. ccc.t.1r:tl~c:..r 

ba:::blf':ot ar: t1::h~4".r aircnt!t . l..or'• u-.an 5 t.on11 ot dtn:l!.1Uer .. 

• 'fiiR ~tl WI~"-" -!"Pet h~U o.n cl.Al..ld nth- •r·non~ .. , 

•• 

.{!!! or ~1e~ 'lf'U .repo!"tfld 1111\k at tJ1e J~~tt.t:r Mel anot.h r bAdl,." dllr.n£od. 

D£f"'"hf!11! • ''r~ ~..!S!L~ 2J t'M7 f1 ~JI WI'H" :loa~'l!~1 
111,1~ _a.~~.al_lll1£t•d •• •prpbtblttnll; t.wo h'Jt.d T''""'..\t 1n'tro 

~·. I,.-.t• t.bt pru!O"..:~ ""., ~5 .::s f-tc ti! 1.u &1Pc~. 1nt.r-:-~..e 

:.a •"'li7 t'S,_:Mcr. cwr lAc!, dn• rQ"'d 13 (po111 17 lJ ~; we 4.ot:. 

2. lt!Mt.:\l Botr:x:rl N!port.c that. c.n JMwU~l t1're ·~ 

tcrt~u·e .. , tr.Jcc ·u!'tllly att.ae!c:ln..': CJtfO'•hold vWJlc a I'II:!Gr ~ 

Z"r1.enllah1r, ~aJ.nrllle, .1teLr~ t.wo of t.: lve 1ntu ~~1..!1: .. Zllror 

0\'t'l' Ca.,. i'Yim :Jhip. ~r '1 ~yinc fCr'tnUOI'I At•~~.a}:od .lo)::at.ll. 
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IIU:U SIIrrD 

Ol D Wtur, ~ ... n 

1. Ctt Ja.n Jrt 7 tt7.l¥' h 11vy bm'b«"ra, ,... • .,u.n;: T.ilti-..a de!l~it,. 

~rtto .. t.thor C"TT lUnr.r , droJI'PCd t110n \h.M 11.i.x tona or "lodJa on 

t.o t,.ly. l'S, ) 

11' llll!- - • 

Cor pe . 

pa•u 
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D"!CL.AIIlPfa 
eau Lftti • P ~·~·'* 

a, J;.r;a,r:· 7 . twenty tiS a.<U.u: bomt>ra a•t.~.ebd .nav iu-t.&l­

laUona •~ 'l:L'-Ieo ud Pix 11 t bollben at.t.Aokad t.hl t.roo::» conc,.n-

On JlU'\Utr)" 6 t'NUlt'' ail"et-•ft II t.IC1CI:rl ~ht Uit.:hon lllMO~ airdro"' 

·~ Alr.llore u 'i<t!ll te "biPfiint ar.d al.r!':rcno~ in tJw Don ~_., Wlt.h 

lli'U"'!pCrt.ed ruultt. Cna;r r.oomab.. co of our J:ort!l At'l-ieazl ~ 

oan' S ... .:;od dt:.r1.tt: ~or ..:.a:-:• 6 and 7. 

&.n tlP ~of t1x Ma.,. ~n tm.dror ~:-~ ftr"!:""'!.a:l ' e 

Cloan&Dd 'boc.!t>ed ':'tn1a ar.d. Sc:lull(' t:. n!j:ht. ot Jarn&rr s~. ~~~ 

w.&~r at. ru. .... "' J:rt"nn~d O~l!lerntlcn ot nn.l•Jl, bat at ~~.n 

lu~ t.lr a were ot.ar-.ad 1.1\ t.!w ~t tr.a . ill &1..-latt • ~..u.rnll!d 

..... 



rrruaatrtn 
t~ ~etter, 6·1-71 

'WI:r. n;>U~C!l;r a.:.~ I! by ':U"' 1xl::bel" 1M ttd'"·"' &1ro:ra.!~ . -:.-, 

rr~ tl::'e-t ~ ct 'the ! .. :·a:r~:.. wre r.:nkJ dr~ mo:tr t'i&t~"'r 

a.J.rcratt w..,.. !be~ t..o1:: YUh snen o\htH Ut~c! u robG...~· 6er ~. 

The~._~ IJ\n .. ~~ ..._ ... at~ f •• l"u\ rour airc:ra.!:• ':lo11:: 

or ooU' aironJ't. ·•111 :~-:"lOt. oc:rtm ar.d ono ie ~~~~ . OrOiilnd p:ltrol.e 

WOl"ft AOt.h~t 1n !.he Sar.&M.nda--6opul4 AJ"'I\ , ':t~t~ enttJV wn!! ~p!U'Ofltl:r 

11nloa&r.1 f!!Jpplil's at 1'illaT. 

1. kf'ral l:ia.r!'XID'tt bo:bu &nd ~t : a...rcratt. a•t.aekt-d !.i::16a 

a.Jrtteld ~ cea;r i.N"~•UCM at b t.a lJa1 on J~· 1. ~ 

aoa"9d c:ot t.,.U, tordbl7 \wo, GC\ an ~ t.~'t. a • h::.:'o :.!..a::.::. 

'%"'to tin--)~~~~, se~tAd b7 tDt.Hn ttct t.en, at~ d ~ .... 

our airplane D rot.urn~. 

) , arm .. ru Liru:oln, c01a1-ndi.nr. th" S~trvioc• ot Sl1pply or t.ha 

SOUth T-a.ci.tlo A.rM1 ~epoTU: \hilt a joint. beard hu to·m1 t.hlt.t th rt1 



81i&H~l 
• ...-ss l71U 

tl iD ~ott or • b·3··11 

1• exc•"Oive apoila.•o ot food.!: pae""d Md proc:J"ed 1n A• atral!.a . 

'l'hle apolla•o ill QC> to 1r..-Jt!1eicmt cocldn• ond oth r cauuo in~1-

c.>t1ne a o~a:1d:lr I ot rroo•••1111: 1r.t rior to .,.,,. """· Gtnerlll. 

Lincoln !u.• • roctod that the Joint l'urduuoilli: :Joo.rd 1n A11•tralia 

fi'Unprn~ D.1l ehi 11t:2 ot cnnncd. rr«hJct~ to 0\lr Scut."'t Paeitic 
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SSG?? 
IJ:C:LA!ll:lTl lf 
Lot.Lor, t. .. a...?M 

Ofor\1111 ~~ I:: ov:d !V •...:J.N!s "'%CC':;• U ~'¥7 ft~t. reo- !!' 
1 

L'- Wa:­

D!t;o:u-t:Yrr.t Wo:rned !:iJ!l tl:&.t 96 811lf"_,re,.llid ., .. • r" , .S.th 

AnX>r p1rrclr-t: ~·nitia:~, baft bee:\ l01.s.d cr. Uwt ccr.""''7 nex• to 

lflt.....,.. . 

2. On J~· 5 11r1tbh •.r~ 01 •.orttt1 two hUh a':>out 12 

mllet:l WflO!. or !.Ate'".tr which -lo=-1.nate t/>4 hi •h\nt t.o '"!'.4t tetm Md 

which l,av. bto'•n t.hcr t!O'~~ ot pnwi~a ~tion1 hG!n-v.r, m JolJ'IUu:,r 

( . U\87 •:-e !'oreed b&eie to thrlr IGITrr f'OIIlt.iCN , 

Cb ~ S eit,~• Min 11 !'l7in"' fOJ'1.:"'l&na• I! I~ .Ad b-J 2$ 

1'-J t1~~ra 'x:a!led S!'~, l Tin:~ e ~ et.a•1ca ar-4 ~-- do---~ 

aru !A !la::r.• and rc:wi.nJ: 1Ut !' "' t1r0 aM.Pf . 'n11rt..t: ~ 

bo!f)en bc:IIDJd E.:l-1.-ca.r..; ~ ta:opll SJI tho tlt.nr am ftre &l..a 

at&Acl<od ~ u.. c..;. n ... (~ olx) ..,_ a1=Ut .,.,.,. 

d .. t.ro,-.d; t.wo .ll.l1od &Sr;llant!!: w:.. lat . 

~ta-baaed Brit.1.eb. hoab&n tt vtl,7 att.ae:~d !01.:•'• on U:e 

nt.r.:M.e or ~ L- j ~d «:"-5 . 

SECREt 



bcabD on tho doek ana or Snc£M m Ja.nua.l-:.• 'S. .Ul airora.tt retnrn~d 

aa.to]Jr. 

! . In hh Of'9J'&Ucr.1 o.:...-.u..7 'lor tbo 2!.--.ocr pu1od cnd1~ 1.)JO 

~. ~I' , ~ral ~ :"C?O!"ta e~iderabl.e ~ ~.hity 

1!ll the Y1eintt7 of PWch.'a!ec. 1'M r;Uua:•ic:n 1n t~ S•n•-•Y' a.roe4 

• ) r.u: cccrrall.J' wt.eha.nce~; u-.. "f'181t' hr-"" -~~~ harur:•d <1ll'"i.ng tU ~ 
by air at.t.aeke . 

tour t1"1ltlt!portr:, "'noa-""d hy t'i.:ht.en an<:t Ma,u.n, 1Cr.f or!' X w !.:'1ta.ir.. 

-= at.tacnd !v' t.a..,. and Ndin.'!!; bc::.ber ... M. r ·J8 t ,.htu at.re~t; 

c:J1Q' tit:eu. '!ks~~. lo lelf• ot O'Ql'" a1Jocr&t1. ~"' "~. 

J.•.t&eJ:.a ftn! ~tl:l ISd. CID loae and Gl.-.zt.a &1:~ , to C'a ~-

• 'ft$t ot J..t.;Gtr&lt. an ~ torpedo boat wu hlt dl..rect.\1 aa:.1<1$."dr.s. 

2 . On J.u-,n.-u-:r S n ln1.11 US •d.i.ull ball~ra n.t.t.a<:lcnd taf'1tflt.a 1n tJ't' 

vieWty ot L\lndAi o~bfor airera!t o.ttae:O.d an flne:v' nav\l Yua•l un.-

sue~uM17 a\ L\dn. ot 2S er:arv !4ht.on :1t'lt.eJ"Oept11\1 thh latUr 

.Uaim L~ (probr..bl7 t1'") wre shot ~with a lo.~ ol two rs 

f'1ybt.L.-a. 

~ J.,._,. 6 uw.ca ,..,.. •de lJT •lrltt hDa'I'T ~ en U:r:dl, 

J:&bUi . Me! .. ~~ in \ht ShorU.\.nd ~, 11'M.N a uit.!• Mt. le!" 

cade on ar. ~-"-e!:O" troop tr ~;".eport . trlccy t1(ttt~r aU"cra!t f'ftOQllnt,...J"'td 

did not cl0111t ~r c~t. 
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?EO SST , 
e• IIZCLAIIIJIID 
41' ~•tttr, •.t-fl 

1. ~n •:r.. 1nued. tor th:r ,.,._,, ot t.., ~,;,q,b D'!v:S.1iw. 

&o::a •'l..ne c:a;, u.. To:1c, to Cr.;> 11..abt• , '11'f!!l\ia, ror ~.z: 
\ft..!r.incJ a~ u.e latt~t> atatlcn it W1U "Jll.lce u. 3d ~d 

Dhu1 ... w!rlch ,. ""1:1;; ....S.ro4 ._..~ lo In<U.mtwn a.;. 
P=.¢'ralli.a. 

Allnr1e.ana of Ja ~1ecn L"loest.r,- •t-.o Mire t.l"ltta!tln,d /rom t.M 

Hlln11an 1.) pn:rt~nt. laot Junt~, lott. iJ.lu'Jp l.lo~O'.f 1 4 aco:~e1n, .,or 

Cu;t Sb«!oll;tf , :.:!Jiriui .. !, on J·~t~UU)" 6 • . U t~•llt~r 11hti«1 U 

will l"'!eoivt lt"ain.1r.c with \.."w: otJ r oor.bot ~ prior t.o nr.r\~t. 

t.o U.O J:o:-t.h ..l!:-ic.n aru. 

J. 1 he.aV"-l!'lol4ed r,.xx- t.on ·~ ~ a;;c eHnc 

llc:llt.a &v, •tt.u. wu a!!~~d on .:.a."I"J&rT S 'tv a hoav bcc:btr 

•001"0'4 ~ tte lh1~ ¥l8 an , :-n!rlc L"l4 tir~i.nr. 'el"'!e D:ldilm 

~ aade a doX-leV!'~ attach' on ~o-...Mr 1 X()..ton fr-t~t.er 

on JolJ1'~J""".r ~~ ~earin,- 6 hits with !XO•lt . bc=bl,1 t.bt thJ.p ,., .. lAtr..r 

.-..par~d t.c be dotrr. b7 tbJo •t.ftm. 



' 

'55$95T 
ozeu.asrr1111 

~!D L•tt•~• 6-l· fl 

• .._ t. !.ro FOint o! c'.a::iae'e to ~NJV ll>!t&ll.aUOt..JJ this~ .. tM noe:t 

RcotJJM e!tor':. ~o :u &QCCIIII$"lUt.d. 4 l.a.r:o trt.crehoQo CIU1-

\1.1ninc tcr;oodot-.# t-• ~1.7 t.e.oliabK . rwn.en me~V r• _,..t"'!:"': 

.,. dDtin!.'"l!l,.- der.~, ~ •ltJ":tten ~-·· W. loet. Wo 

~ Je.lJAr7:! ~-. o.~~.ad.:: lo' tliu ~ bc::be-n Int. tC'Ul' tt--l:.~":"'!: 

aJ bo11U &i:c':a!IP !:.!.: Md. '!w • &re.t . 

Clb .IMcaq I. t:o!!•e~ivo a~ tacb .. " do l:o' :e ~t. a:~. ~ 

1 . In hil oporatiOM truJniU"')" f~r t..hal n ... ~U" I .riod ond!n' 

1)00 ocrJ Jlll\I.U"J ~~ Or-naral ~thur re1;10rt.c no m.t.c~or-.Lal c1"~ro 

SEC: IS! 



sse esT 
t·ICLAISirld 

oso t .. 6 .. a .. ?a 

1n U» r,round •1t.u:a~o::. !.n J4~W 11\JW., 

tlQ;.t~:. ~;ot", inc!utinc \hz.e a.n.rt , ~rt.~ be«<i 

o!r rwd at ar ~»Ar P.abaul, 't'CI ec;a..:n.: 11 o: M&Y7 ~=-• &\.t.a:!=ed 

L"'A2:; n!:..• Tt•Ml.a:, tc-~ .oft'! ,ooc, 'taw &nil ~"'1£ 0t-..o 

dii•!..J'a1W'r, W!l-"' d!!rt.ro;red cr .r-:t atirc . ~-r &1r &ttAcb 1III!Z"e 

.a an !lu=aU, we ~d. t-M me:t;r alq U. t;ow Ov1nea cout.. rr:r.: 

(probo.bJ..i· tivw) "!neJ:tl" t1 ~tAn •re c!e•t.f'o7KJ two "'n~ tort...""e,.~ l'l" 

• IU"e aiulT.r.. 

::t. Ck>mral ~'wr WJUI infoMMd l"'at. • b1d t-~o bfocn pl.ll.ettd 

in LondOr on t-"'~! o! Chtna tor lO,UOO,IAJO roun '&t ot . )C..J eal.ibu 

bG.l.l •'-""!n1Uon, mO. •t!Ct.ati'VIt b4~ !or tho sa..,. III:Dlr.ta ror r-hr::..ar: .. 

Md ~. It a-pp-a:-1 that 60,XIO,XO T'O'I.lni'JI ar. ava11.4hl"' in 

.lvt.ra.l.J.a troa l..&!'t. 1Ul'''"' m4 p:-t~peou .. II'IIJ"'4U p.~C1.1on . "i:f..-e­

\otor~~ .uamit.lcn !o:r Chir~ .. bu been tll~iocl h'cn Jklrtb ~ri!'.a: 

~ian; ~,. ~ .4-·.;.Et.n!.!a 1d..l.l cne C!Pflnc • 

Siili'iRL# 
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The 26th InJ:antey Divioicn hJ\o bto~n "'lieved rro, llllsilJnn<'nt 

te th• Eastern Defense Cc:r.nllnd and reanol.r,n•d to thn IV Coljls, Third 

Arntf. It ll'1ll be stationed at Cnnp Livinl:eten, Leuisinna. 

Tho )8th Infantry Divioien havin~ cor:r.>leted a."!'hibiouo tr3ln1n~ 

at CA.,.,-abolle , nor1d0l, has been ordered to Ca."J' Oord<m, O..ortl.A. 

Tlu 2rth Wantry >1v1e1on lroll Ca:l;> Livin;:ston, Louill1.41lA, wU1 

!ollorr t'te )8th !l1v1a1an at C~ Carr3belle for ~bioco trainin,· . 

rec<mnaUsmc~a ,.,.,... :>l.Urltainod b:; both o~.dos, th<! on"'i'( :lirplanoa 

be inc based in pa.rt in Sicily, Snrdlnia, and So~> thorn l'r3nco . Our 

bc.nbera attacked Bizorte and t.ho railrcnd yards. at Kai.rouan; othor 

airplanns attackod tanka or tho on•~ en~a•nd with tho. ~nch ccuth­

eaot or Pichon. 

Tltn c.~ bcoabed tho llor.e Area a~ain, '"' .... 11 u our airfield 

I'ACIP'IC :.J D SO!.'TI" C.Sl r.\CirlC /.!ellS 

1. ln hlo oporationa sw::oar:' for t!le 2l - hour p4'rlod mc\in 

l)UO OCT, JanuarJ J,, Ot-nora1 l:OnArt!l'>r roport• that ,Uliod rorcoe 



are IOOppin': up Mar !).ma and recroupinr. in thn ~~.a area . 

~1vnne· ho:>.<t:t'Ja.rt.l>re or th4 41st cs Divia!O"' """ """" •otabl!.ahed 

Mar Port lloreoby; (th!.a divioian 1o in tr31nin• at Jlocldw;-t.or., 

Au otro.li.a) . 

All!.od air un1.to attackod pointe Q].onp the t!<'.< riUinea 

coaot be~en S.UW.an<la nnd Lae , th4 l.Att•r plAce be in- he•vil;· 

beebe d. Finschhaten, l:adaJl:, ~t.& (!'ow llrita!n) , ac.d enett-!xld 

rointo on Tiner ......... al:o attacked . Two ono..,· al.r;llanoo ...,. ... 

dootroyod with no lou reported by C>Jr roroen . 

An 1no!!'oct1 vn Air raid 11'311 Ndo b;- tho Ja;xmono on Co:>c 

::oloon (be~ !lUna and Uilr.o Bq) . En 'D!f 1 """sur<~ .·a!nst :.!lied 

!crcc.s in ~r 1a increasi..'"l.i . 

2 . !:ovelllllnt or tl.e 3d Jl<m Z•aland Dividon to New Cal~doni.a 

ll':lO •lirtuo.lly CO«<IplO~d hy tho nrrivlll or 10"" 6,SOO troo:41 on 

J ll!lll& 17 1 . 
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SEIA~'f 
• D!OLASUFID 
~s~ 1 ~\\er, ft · l·fl 

66Ui lr1.4 7$L"l :,.S.a."':!l7 D.h1.810na at. ~ ma:~' nar!.da, And 

rort. ~Soot!, l!ia:awri, N>•fC"="t1nl.7, cr.~ 1:', 19!J. 

1 . C.!:. Ja.:ruary 2 tort.:r-th'e tan· " or the lb-it.14th 6U, Amo~c:! 

:livhion JUpportod by' artillt"ry, ~ a ~onr.ai"a!l!"!:<t in !'or~~ 

•out.h,.~t ot UedJet.~l-!lab, mt. Ut.tlo Of'IPOdll.on. 

~ .U:iG rorcee tn c,..nt.rd TunUSA, in a coorrUnat..od 

Pichen . t\1 !J.c."t.to!" Crcra.tt. attae~d <'nf1'!0" t&nkt •~ lllvrntl polrl~. 

OU.r air 0]'1'ratiaca inclu od t-o at~a b7 ••rtr ct!v., ~n on 

the rUlro&d at.&Um & Oaf .... , aM. two I.UW a!n1ma ~,~~:t. 

.. 'Upp1n,; 1nd doeb at Sousae w!'Mn hit. WJ'Ie ~ on & ~ 

ftuol ~ an t..'wt docb. t'llent.y ~fiTinc tt'tru-. ... ,• raldnc a bea:..,. 

at.t.adt on LIGoulet.t4 !'l&rbor c:bw-4 hit.. ~ blo •reM. .. ~ naael..o. 

nu. ro,.~iar .,.. ~d ..,. """"' 50 .\>WI p!Ato4• ot 1bioh 1~ 

(prcbabl7 )1) ~" cleot.ro~d . Our louu wre t-.:~ P- )8 tir:.ht.or 

a1rcr.rt . 

SE?JI&T 



D!:CI.ASSTPID 
OSD Le<<or, 5-3-71 

2. A ... etinl: na M'r".111:ed bet""' n 'A'rleral Or;az, l!ij:h 

Co::o:Ucsimer to Spanish l!oroeco, and ""'r.l Patto:J on IJlO aoml.nc 

o! JMIIar'.f !. . Conaul 007ll•l"al Childtl na to be prco@nt. , 

A miCA! 1-l.llllllLE v.AsTr:J a 1 TilE!\ r: R 

Ocnel"al nr.,rcton reports that tho attae~~ on c,..,t,., on J:vmcr;; 

2 b7 hia ':e&V"' "''d mdiur~ bc:::bera """"' a?P"""ntly @!!eet1vo . on,,..,., 

aodiun bombers ..,.,.. probably lost, l,.,..,...,r, ae a-ainst one """-"~:' 

!1chtor airplane d•etroynd. 

ASL\TIC TH::.AT:.'l 

bridco south or l.lt.ndalo,y. 

The next d'I,Y ou.r ncdium bocbors, attaokine tho Uormya, ~, 

airdrotlll, obtaimd hito on t.l:@ ~ and 1n the disporoal aroa . 

o-.:r !111ter &irt>l.Ance on reconnaissonc• dtlctro:r>d SOCII! &n""tf trucks 

PACIFIC A~:O SOU'l':Jt,:sT PACITIC AJG.\5 

1 . In hio op<'r&tiol15 SUJIIIl:ll"Y 'or tho 24-hour Jl'lriod mdinc 

lPO OCT, Januar;' ) , Gor.~ral J.:acArtlrur rerorts that all or-onizod 

~,. ~s.!a tan co in t.» auut erN. a ~en O"lerco:le 1 and OJr t.roo-pa 

are now roundin~ up 1nd1 nrual cneey otra•r.lero. Local advanc•s 

Hero ulso beirl; l'ltl<lll tOWlll'd Sonananda. 



,... tSS!ItD 
c .. .,~ iAUo:o, &-s.?a 

Ii'l a.i.r actb1.t;J, einrle bo=lben: at.t.acktd bhlul and lladan!, 

1-t.x aodium bolllbtrt dllt.rO)'~ IU'Oundod eneiO" ait'<lr&!t. u Lu, a.nd Allied 

P'tU".Ut. ou.rt att.ao'rtd 111'1.n11nr. Jap&neeo att.e~~pt.i.n~~" w e.cape r"* 

2. 'Jeneral ~ "porta tA&t em JlllVA:7 ) n1nt c..,. d.i" balben:, 

•aeort.ed b7 !1t"t.een !1cht.er- pl..am;.s. 'bc::lchd ·~ t.ut.a.U.aUou a\ 

l.'".mda. 'Bolllber• a:. J tlrbt.en: in a la.ter- at.t.ac:k on J.luncla eneoun~:red 

\ohft boavi .. t. anUa1rcr&tt. ru-e yet. ~ceivvd, one or 0\IJ" boBbers being 

shot. dotm. ' :0 onr-~~tY J.lroratt wrus oncount.erod . 

hentQ•tix one11;1 ships were o'boe~d. in tM Pu.in-Tonole1-

Short.land a.rea, 1nelud1n,c aile: batt.lesh1pe or M&'f1 cN1.1er1, tin. 

). =-~ f'tl'C'~ tro. leneral Ha..~ 1rd.ic&1.e t.ha~ Otl 

O.Co:&.e.r JO, 11 "'1~ht.er airplaMs destroyed fi'f'l entt., barres at 

Vancunu lal.and (.5olOf'IOnl) . Qn Deecober )11 ai.x Mcl1UII bo=ber s &tt.lleked 

L'im:la; re.:Jults ware not. r.por tod. 

1& . All unU.a or t. 2$t.h Dividoc b.&ve now &rri'f'ld at ~ 

ea::al. 

8EC:tz I 
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On J=ry J , 1.3 heavy bonbora 1n a pouer!lll daylight att.o.ok 

etreeted considerable rlllnaco on tho ,\xis oubow.rino inotallationo 

at St. !laoaire. Intenoo ontioirer•!t !ire was encountered as ~ll 

as ~.any oncey fi-htera, hoavy louos boil\' in!llct<>d on th• latter; 

a Blloke screen alao contributed to the do!enae . Seven o! <>Jr .....--
• fi,yina tortres:Jesu h.:Lve not retumed. 

I:Olll'll AFRICA.>; OP':!!.\ riC::s 

l. On .kmuary 2 air acti'fity included an attack on th• 'l\lnia 

rl\llroad yards in which t:e lost one ~r and an escortin~ !i{!hter. 

Allied bocbero and fi~ht--re attacldn; LaOoulette <lur!.n- the oomin• 

"'ere engct:od lr; " !orco a!' !ro" forty to !i!ty Oeman and Itllll.<>n 

!ir,htero . llo lossc• were roportocl. 

Allied !l.t:htere ehot down an en""'Y boclber over Tebesea . 

The en8l:zy' in ren"""d cll,ylir.ht att.:lck.o on Bone c!4mced o 

deotroyer and aot fire to a tl'rchant ahip. 

2. GEr.eral ..iira•Jd bu u.rced a rorlaion of t.he !'rome rate 

(JOO to the pOUnd, 7S to the dollar) 1n J:orth anc! ':est AtriC4. 

Ilia attitude 1a posaibl;r in!luena~d by tho recently announced 'lritiah­

DeO..ulle rate in llo.dallasear o! 17) !ranea to the pOUnd, 43 to tho 



J: .:.1.-
r·:~ Loll""· ~-S-?t 

dollar . n>e ITo: Depart.Gont. hAs ""Pll.ed th& t the aistin": rat.ea wre 

aet a!ter U.. ruu~at at>J<l,Y of All condition&; t)>e proposed revision 

1a unjustifiable oconomic&l.ly, Trould be unfair to our 'troopo, and 

would be undesirable for othor cot;ont roaoons . 

AFRICA!HIIIlllL! EAS1'~1 TIC::>\Ti:.ll 

General Andrews r eports t.hat rs ..,cliun and heavy bo:-bera 

attaeltt>d c .... t~ on Jwru&l7 2. 

ASIATIC T'~ 

~·ht US pursuit aircraft on an orrcnaive roconnaisaanco 

lllissicm, llecc:obcr Jl, &>stroyvd two locomotive$ and oth•r rollinr. 

ot.ook near r.atha, ~rca. Onft of our airplo.Ms \Til.S loot . 

PACIFIC Al:O SOU'l'lfilES'I' PACIFIC AR:lAS 

1 . In his Oper;otiona sUIIIII&T'/ for tho 21,-hour period endinr:; 

lJOO OCT, Jo.nwu-; 2, O..NOr&l. l'•cArthur TCi'orts that am.. l.:i.ss1on 

'nil captured, anl,y """ a .all er.e::u poc;.ot being lert in the ....., • • 

Allied air attacks ""re mclo on Lao alrdr<lae, and on Sa.nananda . ':'wo 

JapaMae aircra!t. were cleotroyooJ; Clll8 .tl.liod airplAne 1a mooinc . 

The Jap3.~~se dive- b<lllbed the covc.,_,t staticm at 'l'uf1 (Cape llolnon) 

with unreported rooults . 



f 

&..U""!J·t ... 
ttftl", (- ~.7. 

Air rocCIUl&ioaanco o! llab&ll ,..,waled the presone~ o! 18 

e"""')' """•!lips, 53 lar•o mreh&nt Yeaaolo and 21 mall ships . 

2 . OcncroJ. Ha=an roports that on January 1 , lbnda no attacked 

b)' !Uno US mdiwn bol11bora <'ocort'>d by olown !i!;htcrs. Details of 

tho attack were not reported. 

I 
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0 DliCLASSIJ'Ie 
OBD Lottor. 5-S-72 

) 

SiX o! our hen\~ bombers and nine figh~ors attacked ~iska on 

Jan\l8ry l wl.th unreported rosults . one eno"')' !1E}tter was believed 

shot down; all our s.irplanes returned safely. 

NORTil AFRICAU O!'ERA'l'IO!IS 

During New Year • s EVe a second raid was made on Casabl anca by 

about six airplanes probably coming from Bordeaux; details are lacking . 

On January l Bone harbor was twice a~tacked rr;1 dive bombers and other 

aircraft >rhich d4tlagod a cruiser and t wo merchant vessels . The 

enemy ~ntain~d his roconnaisaancee over the North African coast . 

AFRICAN- liJDOL.E BA.STER!I 'JliEk TER 

General Andre"" reports that Tunis and ports in Sicily were 

a ttacked by US heavy bomber s , January l . 

ASIATIC TI!EATER 

The Tlar Departcent in!or1ted Oens . SUl...,ll, Andra1lll, and Comolly 

that the """tom boundary of the Asiatic Theater has been chanced in 

order to include the zahidan-~eahed-Aehkhabed route froo India to 

Russia in the Asiati c Theater. 

7 8ECREI 
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DECLASSIPIIII 

• aD Lotter, 5-S-72 

PACIFIC AIID SOUTIIWEST PACIFIC AREAS 

) 

In his operations awomary for tho 24- hour period en<ling lJOO OCT, 

January 1, General J.:ac:Arthur reports that US forces, attackinc with 

tanks, drove another wech;e into the aneli:IY positions , reaching tha ss:a 

near Gir opa Point; severe figbtine was continuing. Airdro111es and 

shippine at Rabo.ul were heavily at tacked by Allied aircraft . A l;lrge, 

a mediWII- size, and a small transport we re hit a:xl left burning. 

Gasmata atn:irome was al so bombed , one Zero being destroyed on the ground 

and 1 (probably 2) being &hot down . Effective attacks wore oade 

againet Sanananda ard 5al&lllaua by our light bo:nbers , 
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D!CLASSIFID 
OtTI 1 lt&r, 5-3-7a 

1. ITith improving weath~r over the Aleutians on Dccember JO 

a force Of three heavy bol!hers and J.h fighters VIM dispatched to 

mal<e a law-altitude attack against the shore inetallations at Kiol<.a . 

Upon arrival they fowtd two new froichters and several cnall sub­

morines in the harbar' as well as nine Zeros T/hich broke up the 

first attack; ho of our aircraft and one Zero >ll).re shot down . 

l:crumhile our airplanes attacked tho two ships vlith unobserved 

results , losing one mdium bomer. Ono Catalina was loot •milo 

attenptin<: to rescue crews shot dolm . 

Fivo heavy and eient medilln borbers, and a llnvy Catalina 

were dispatched on December 31 to destroy the two ships . At loruot 

one hit Tms scored on the sMller freighter and three hits on the 

larger, causing fires and oxploaions . All airplanes ret,u-ncd . 

2 . Directives wen issued ror the l'lOvement of the 7th Infantry 

Division tror> Canp San Luis Obispo to Fort Ord, Cnlifornia, Tlhore it 

m.ll undergo amphibious training. 

llORTfl AFRICJ\11 OP'•:MTIOI!S 

1. !ID1.1'G Dccel!her 30 Md 31 the t.'l!ather Tms clear with e;round 

conditions improving . Enoll\'{ patrols were acti\-e near the north coast 

som twonty mltls west and nortlm'l!st of lliteur. On December JO, 
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t. .:l•H"l.ill 
l'-"' Lottor, 6-8- ?ll 

Fren.ch troops, supported by British , recaptured t.he crest one cdle 

north,...st of Heidous . On December Jl, French artillery fire caused 

an eneey battalion to withdraw through a pass in tho hills 17 llliles 

north of Pichon with considerable losses. Bneacr gliders were found 

deep i .n our territory, apparently on demolition oisstona. 

During December J0 and 31, air activity flan>d up. On 

DeceiZfber 31 a troop enca.mpment And airports near GB.bes wet'B repeat-

edly boobed, ao wor e the railroad yards at S!a.x. On December Jl 

Qabes , the railroad yards at Sousso, and the railroad between Tunis 

and Biterte were heavily bombed, as wss Stax ?!here two hits "'·ere 

scored on a ship. '!he ene~QY attacked Souk-el-Arba and Bone airfields . 

There ""' also intense activity on the part ot ll~ter aircraft. 

For tho two days , l'I"' sustained a loss of thirteen airplanes, the 

ene~ reportedly losing two . 

2 . Casablanca ns subjected to intennittent air attacks 

'IJ starting at ~00 z, December Jl, probably by aircraft based in 

eouthern France . Seventy civilians ""re killed but no military 

dAmage wa3 :sustained . 

AFR!CA!l-l«llllLE EASTERN 'll!EA 'lER 

General Andrews reports that airplanes of his air £orca success-

!'Ully attacked dock installations at Sf a.x tho niuht of Deeonber JO . 

81!CREI 
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:t·L S'lL'tilt 
~ t~~r. b-3-78 

Six bombers , escorted tr,y seven !1r,hters, Obtainod hits on the 

I'l1mlliY nnd diopersal areas at l.!ae\TO, Duma, llocember 26. There 7/llO 

no eneqy opposition. Eleven heavy bolli>ers on Decembor 29 lll.\ccossfully 

attacked shipping near llangoon, apparently disablin& a $l:lllll oil 

tanker and settinr; a 5, 000-ton enoq !'roil;htor afire . 

On Deceobor .)0 five or our cediut1 bOillbers , escorted bY six 

fi.ehters, successfully attllckod a concentration ot cne.Jr({ troops a..,.,d 

supplies near LunglJ.ne . Nine fiehter aircraft en reconnnis sanco 

over La&hio cnught six Zeros tsl<inll off !'rom the airdrom there, 

destroying ono . Threo ""dium bolli>ers scored hits in th& disporsal 

lll"eAS and on hancars a.t Slmebo airdro:ne startin~"r a laree oil fire . 

All our aircraft returru>c! . 

PACIFIC AND SOUTJIJEST PACIFIC AS.\S 

In his oporations SUlllll8rY !or the 21-hour poriod on~ 1300 

CCT, Docelli>er 31, Oeneral l:>oArthur roporto that US trooJ>!l in llew 

OJinea made material proer ess nee.r Oiropa Point; Alliod air units 

supported the IJl"<>Wld operations . other Allied air miG dons included 

on attaclt on Loo aird.ro"" by 18 cedium and llr.ht boroers Tlith eleven 

P-38 !iehter airpl anee as eocort, durin• vmich 9 (probably ll&) intar­

ceptine Zeros wero clcstroyod. Attacks nere r.ade tr,y dngla Allied 
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ncuaarriD 
OlD Lett•r, 6-8-71 

A~rial rceonnaiooanoe or LllO Air<ro:m reveals 39 of th~ 49 air­

plMoa there "" beizle cleatro;;ad or badly <laM~ed . 

iU!6it2¥ 
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