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PtCLASSIFIIJ! 

OIW Letter, 0- 1-11 

The WAr Deport,.nt inBtructed all concerned that militAry personnel, 

when pr isoners of war in the hSnds of ~he enemy, are prohibited !>"om 

making announcements, t ransmitting messages , or na.kint: uae or enemy 

•dreless brondcnstinc ~;stem3 for any purpose whatsoever , It is pointod 

out that such broadcasts, used for propat;a.nd.n purposes oy the enem;t, can 

not be rolled upon by next or kin ani frequently a:·o found to be in-

~ accurate and unreliable . 

1 , Tho mmthor plane, reconnoitering Eislc.l on Fobruar-; n , bo::lbod 

and mnchine !;UIUlCd onomy bar.:os in Chiclulgof J'.ru'bor . I.nt.er oix ll-24 • s 

al\1 six ll-25 ' s , escorted by four fi(lhtor pl:lnos, att<>ckod the nain cacp 

L"!!a at Kiska and vicinity c!rop~in.: 21 tons of henvy bo:obs fro:o ?, CXYJ 

feet altitude . Results wore unobserved due to inter-venins clouds . 1:o 

oneC>Y aircraft wero observed nor antiaircraft firo encountered . 

2. Diroctivos were issued for tho movemont of the JJrd Infantr y 

Division and tho artillery of tho IX Corps fro:n Ft . Lewis , Washinaton, 

to tl\e desert trainint:: center at Camp Younc, California . 

A !'urthor roport on tho raid of our hollV'J bombers a[JiOinat il'l.liJelmshAven, 

February 26 , discl oses that more than 124 toao of hi£11 explosi vcs were 
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DICLA!SiriD 
06J) lAtter, D-a-r. 

dropped on tho eubnarl.ne yat'<lo and 21 (probabJ.r '7) or the 1nt.rce;>t.l.nt 

enet:t~ f!.&htcrs dostro-;ud . 

On ~·cbruary 20, 76 Spitt1roo of tho US 8th llr Forco oscort<ld RAP 

bcmbore in their raide on Dunkirk , On Febl"1l4ry 27, 24 us Spitt1roo 

repeated this misoion . 1:0 cont.act wHh the eneey '"'" ro1>ort~ . 

IIO.l'Jll AFi:ICAI. 'tl,i:Aft .. t 

On Febru41') 2 .. / l.n northern Twlisla tho en~ continued hla un-

coordinated attac.ka south or CapO ~orrat, soutmezt o! !:&tow- (wt.ero 

no "lade •o:>e ;>rocresa torti"CCa n.ja) 1 an:! a0<1tt. 01 Jo:edjo;-<tl-uab wt.oro 

his advance has bcon holJ , 

Dllrinc tbo past """" S) Allied lind 1.5 !.Xis airplanes have been 

roported destroyed in thio thea !.Or. 

on Februur;· 26 t"o lai"~O Iol'l:lllUons of eneJ11Y ru.r trans;>orto, 1n­

cl\ld1ng a Icw 6-tinglne<l airpla!leo arrived in TUnisin . On Fob!'\llll".f 2? 

i:Jritioh ::altn-basod Spitfiroa oucceooJ\Illy bo:nbed the ;>o;ror otation 

~ and S04plane ;::.)Be o.t. Syracu:se. 

';'r.e liar :Jo,....t..ont haa a, ;,rove.! tho re!.><l\'al Ire. ;rt troa of oll ot 

tho SOn.'iees ot Supply activhiea of U• Atrican-'..:J.ddla Eaatero Thoot.er, 

w!.th tho exception ot thO radio comunieotioM syete:> , 

'].{, 
Four P-40 1 o opooraUIIIJ fro111 Chinooo basos on February ~ A~toeked 
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OnoJIIY airfiol<U and t.r""sport.aLion in llura and ..,.Lorn China , 

on Fob~r;y 27, I -40•a opcrattnr, !ron Ol.njan attacked an o~-

held Lo= four llliloo aoutheoat or J.CY1tk).1.na, oct tin;; n '1'11.l'ehouoe &lid 

J:uol and o.Jrln\l!ll.tion ducpo efiru . Tho some Jay four a-:U. •o operoL111l! 

fro::~ India, ClAde tour l\Ho with ~00-lb . dOJaolltion bombs on a 7 , 000-t.on 

eneey vassal south of J.(oulr.lein. \\lien lnst oeen the burnJ.nr. ship ••ao 

being abandonod . 

In his operations au:Dlry' ror the 24-!l<nlr p<>l'iod en<lino; l.)JO ocr' 

bar&e• and villacos near Lao. 

During the CIOnLh ondtnc J·obruar:r 24, 660 Japencse wore kill<.<! and 

?J taken prisoner noar Buna and in Ulo a ran to tho nort..h t.hereor . 

PACIFI C 1'1H.A TJ:::t 

on Febr wu')' <? fourteen A- 24 dive- oombor s , escorted IT/ 17 fi£hLor 

aircraft, attacked an an«==)' car<;o ahip and t'ITO corvettes Lllree al.lea 

orr the ncrtheut tip or Vella Lo Vela . The ca:-,;o eltip and one 

corvo~tAI nre Ut and aet afire; tllroo of our !'i,jlter planes aro 111ooinr. 

cr.J t.., others colllJed. Seventeen A--14'• and lS fio;hLor aircraft 

attacked :..'Unla, otartin, tire a; all or tho plaoes on th1a .al.'"ion ro­

tW'ned !l<l.!'o]J' . ~1!0/ll.!_ or Uoo tAr cot a rea hod boon :!ado J ron...! 

t;nv;y pntrol nirplllno And dovoloped in tho air; tho beoL tnrccto t.oro -thon r adioed to the aLLnekinlJ airoro.rt, -
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WESl'E!UI HE1ITSPHE!1E 

DIOLASSIJIJll) 
OlD Letter, 0-8-71 

The Secretary of 1/lar directed General DeWitt to issue from tho 

Headquarters o! the Wester-n Defense Com:":~and an announce:nont that in 

response to a request from the War J.~anpolfer Commis&ion to ma~e core 

l!lllilpowsr available 1n Pinal, Grahac, and a portion of L:aricopa 

Counties, A.rizona, by the use oi' Japanese labor in tho harvesting of 

the long-staple cotton crop, the fJIU' Department has decided that the 

military situation will permit the relocation or the Japaneso exclusion 

line confol'll)ably. Cenoral Dell'l.tt, acknowledgine receipt of these in-

etructions, states that he expects to announce the change in the line 

about I:Brch :; . 

!rul!OPEA!l THEATER 

1. On February 26, 60 B-17 ' • and 9 B-24°s , without fighter 

support, made a daylight attack on the ene:r.;· eubr.>arirw yards et 

• lll.lhelcshaven. Althoueh heavy antieircrai't an:! eneey tiehtar resiot­

ance were encountered fair results y;ere obtained. Five !3-17 1s and 

two B-241 s arc missing. 

2 . On February 27,at about 1500. 48 B- 17 ' • and 14 B- 24 ' • of our 

8th Air Force, with British fighter support, attacked the aneey port 

installations at Brost, Tho an t1aircr<1rt firo and eneey fiahter 

resistance encountered Ttore llcht, o.nd reports indicate that good 

rosults "ere obtainad . All of our bo.,bers returned ea!ely. 
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OSD Lottor, 5-S- 78 

on February ~6 eneaoy iniantry and tanks attacked south'118st from 

uateur bu~ failed to sustain their effort . Tho or.or..y also l&unched 

converginG attacks oouthwost from Ooubollat and north>~est fran Sou 

Arada; although sooo initial succeso was t;&J.ned the enell\Y •dthdl·ew. 

In these actions tho AXis lost 400 prisoners ard nino tanks . In the 

Kasserine region ow· patrols encountered much enerey- mining but reached 

Thelepte ard the outskirts of Sbeitl& with little or no active oppo-

aition . 

18 11-l?•s , unescorted, attacked enoey shippilll! near tha Aeolian 

Islards and ~0 others droppod 48 tons of bombs on Cagliar1 and tile 

El.mas airdroce; one larg:e el'lC!Ily morchnnt vest~el vas set afire . ':~hilo 

British rif1>tars in TuniSia attacked enelll)' transports and n"" 
oi'fensi ve P"trols in tho J.:edjez-el-llab area, deatroyi"" enolliY vehicles 

and a L'"" position, their J.:nlta- based aircraft continued to furnish 

• effective support by harassin& eneaoy installations in Sicizy ard 

southern Itazy. Durtnc tho day five el'lDl:ly planes wore destroyed tor 

an All1e<l loss of six British fiGhter airor .. rt . 

AFRICAIHITDDLE EASTE!!ll TIIEA TEll 

General Brereton reports that en Febr uary 25 erd ~6, pl,.nos of 

the US 9th Air Foree attacked enemy installo.tions and transportation 

in and near Arram (four ml.los oouthe""t of !Jaroth) . 
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OSD Lottor, ~-S-78 

SOUTHIIEST rACIFIC n!BATER 

In his oporations summary for the ~4-hour period cndin~ 1300 CCT, 

February 26, General J.:a<:Arthur reports that eix of our B- 17• • in a pre-

dawn o. ttack on shi;lpins, e.nd the airdrotlB e. t Wewak hit a 5, 000-ton carco 

ohip and deotroyed at least one enenv airplane on tho field . Other 

B- 17 •• and B-24's, unable to locate a reported on~ convoy, bombed tbe 

Qasmata >nd Lae airdrooes . Allied licht bomb<lrs continued Lhe1r lott-

level attacko on coastal areas in t he vicinity of Salamaus . 

PACIFIC 'lliEATE:!l 

On February 25 , our B-- 24 • s cnrriod out harassing tdssions against 

the !(ahili and Faisi areas . en February 26, n we:>thor- mission HUdson 

bo:nbed !.lunda while returning from the Buin area . A fiEhter sweep over 

Kahili by 26 US fil;hter airplanes Tills uneventful. 

31 2 i!Jl " 



• 

W pr;P.A!!T!CJrr 

WLI OPWTiotJAL §"'P'lR! 

No, 41.4 

0700 P'el:rwlrT 216 to 0700 hbMW'T 27, 1943 

I 



.. -··· ,. 
~.7 

l 
: .:akt.ar 0 , , \ 
; . 
\ , . 
: OTb.ala , I 

10'"'"..'"' ' , .. .. ' ' 
• I • , I 
•• .- oSboitla 1 -;, -or.asoor 1no 1 
; ' 1o Faid 

,: "' / # 0 Foriana I 
:..'> , 

~·j , 
~ \ # 

~ , 
........ Gatsa() ,' 

I 

' ::l 



1 

lllCLASII,lCD 
oac Letter, 6-8-71 

Sia: ~!.'a. and tiw f..ZS•a, ~seoned tv t1 t.er aircratt., 

at.Wdatd :.be I!MIQ' bta.l.lat1crl• at llib OIJ hbi't"*"'? zs. ~ o:! 

a.ot.1&1n::ratt. tin, cruho-lAr.Jed at AMhitlca. llo era~r ain:ra.rt 

.. ,.. obMrnd. 

An WU.dont.1fiod Urplano w·u1 obatrwd ovor Iceland on 

Pltbruary 2$. 

a. F•bN.arT 2$' e att.aek t7 our ~ troos• Ar".d U. Ormad1er 

Ouardl ele.aredi U. r.&a.s.rim pus or •n-v ~roe•, .,4 by ...-euq 

«or unite M.ld u. eoau.ut.em. a~!l t.o "'-'-' pp. :Jilllltl' art.lll"t:V 

tin, II1Du arut boobr t.rt.;w de~d our ~. The tlnHV' appe:L"'S 

w be •U.hdnwl~ tt1s tore•• 1n t.h1a: reclon, whU. •hntere in 

Tun~i& he I. on t.be d&!enaive. 1'hoe U:S 9th D1rt.im is now C«!et':\­

trati.nc near Tebeosa. 

~ B-17'e, eacm-ted by P-J8•e, bo*d Plwl"'t.e, t.hifl A~t.ac.k 

~~ l"tpoo.t.od b:r Brit.i.eh Ucllinrtcne U\ot. nic;ht.. D1om;y a.ircra.tt. 

on.e:acod ill t.ho1r uou.al 1"8connai.atance .,d t.ran•port. ~ht.a and 
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OSD Lotte~, 6-8-7~ 

earried out ground-etrnfing missions in tho areas southwest of Bcja 

and L~djez-el-lklb . turing the day three (probably six) enelliY plnnes 

were shot clown for an Allied loss of four fighter planes . 

D.lring the n~ht of February 21.-25 and the following day, 

British !.!alto-based aircraft cooperated by attackin[; railroad trans­

portation and other targets in Italy and Sicily. One (probably t r.o ) 

eneZ!ijl' merchantmen .....-ere sunk:, a.nd toro others as .-:ell as a destroyer 

'o'fcre hit . 

AFRICAIHIIDDLE EASTE!lll THRh'l'ER 

Six o! the nine B- 211 ' s which l eft their base near Benghazi to 

attack Naples dropped 18 tons of heavy doli>Olition bor.bs on the 

Vittorio Emanuole lloln a.nd the •'lharvoa end adjncont areas durirg 

day~ht of Feb:nw.ry 25. Immy fires r.erc seen 25 miles froc the 

city. One of our B- 21. ' s , bombiq; the altern ate tail!et, Crotone , 

bit the qua;y and railroad fee~ it . All of our airplenas returned. 

ASIATIC THEATER 

On February 26 , five of General Biseel l ' e P-40•s harassed the 

eneey ' s lines of oo""""ieationo in llorth Burma and c:lj;ht B-2u ' s 

again atteclmd the l\Yitnge bridse south of llandalay l>lt failed to 

bit it. 



DECLASStriD 
OSD Lotter, fi-3-?a 

SOUTl?AEST PACIFIC THEATER 

In hie operations =ry for the 2L- hour period ending 1.300 

CCT, Fobruar; 2$, Oenertll l:aeArthur reports that six B-17's attacked 

airdrer'Gs and shipping at Rabaul, wilil.e sir4J:le B-2L 1 s bombed the 

airdretrls at Capo Olauecatcr nnd Gaomnta as 'I'IOll as " shi p at Alaxio­

haJ'en, near l:adang . S1x A- 20 • 11 bo<lbed and naehino-gunned OnBll\)"-hold 

~ points in the SalOJ:laua area . Shi pping and other activities \'\'ere 

reported at Wowtlk Md neighboring points on the north coast of Uow 

Guinea . 
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tlOR'l'H AFRICAJI T IlEA TER 

D?lOL/.SSI1ID 
OlD Lo t•or, 6-8-71 

llirlng the night of February 23-211 an e nel11)' fone attacked in 

the vioinit;y of Ousseltia, but possed to tlw dof<!nsive . At nil;ht­

fall on February 2L our potrol8 were in contnct Tlith tho on0l11)' at 

th8 northwest end or the Kasserine pass . 

t>Jring this da;y tho Alliad air force kept tho eneJ:IY in the 

oatsa-Foriann-Kasserine and the Sbeitla- Kai.rouan areas undor repeated 

heav;y attacks . Thirteen B-26• s bomed tho El Aouina oirdrooo nt Tunis 

c.l.a1r.tir6 man;y hits on dispersed aircraft; our .fighters and liP,ht 

bombers were also active in the l.ledjez-ol-Bab--l.!ateur ares . The 

enerv contJ.nued his usual transport and reconnai sSMce missions , 

and also m4de one heavy air att3ck northeast of Boja . In the dey ' s 

operations nino (probably ele ven ) en0l11)' aircraft were shot dovm with 

loss of silt Allied airplanes. 

• AFRIWHilDDLE EASTER!! THEATER 

Two !wavy daylight attacks were ~r.ado on February 23 on llessina 

harbor and ferry station by B-2lJ 's of the ?tb Air Fone which 

dropped a totnl of ooro than U> tons of laree boms . llits were 

secured on tho re,.ry slipe , along the docks , and probably on one 

enerzy vessel . One llesserschmitt figjlter waa shot dclm . Ail our 

nirpla.nes returned safely . 
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On February 24, US •cliw:l bod>era dropped over 12 tone or bollbe 

on Arran. (four llilee eoutheae~ or tlareth) ' >mile Briti:lb borl>era 

attacked J.lareth and O.bee with lllJ tcne or oxp1oa1vea . Observationo 

of the results of tnono attaokn were hindered qy cloud for~'tione . 

Nine B- 24 •a bombed l!aplee with unreportad results . 

ASIATIC THEATER 

l. On FebnlAry 2h, P-hO' a opera tin,~ tro" Dinjan succeesl\llly 

attacked another brid&e on tha ~tha-~tkyina railroad, deet.ro:yinc 

one span and causi.ll' other <Samco. 

2 . On February 25, 18 Japanese bO!"'.l>oro escorted by 28 !:li:htor 

planes att:1cked our air inetalletions in Ass=. Our lOth Air Force, 

interceptiq: this l:lisoion, broke up the Japanese formation and 

forced it to jettison ito bonbe . ·Nine (probably 21) of the cnoey 

eirplanes ""re deotroyed w1 thout lcee or dal:lage to cur aircraft, 

installatiCIIl8 or pereonnel . 

~PACIFIC Tli!'.Att!l 

In b1e oporationa OUI:II&%7 for February 24 , Oenoral llacArthur 

reports that before dawn eown B-17'• carried out h~h ·altitude 

and skip·bol:lb!nt attackn on ohippin/! at llabaul, obta.inin& a hit on 

a morchant voosal; a ll&rehip in St . Ooorce•a channel r.as driven on to 
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C!CLA5~ IJID 
OSD LeLLor, D-S-78 

a reef. .1. B- 24 on arnood reconnaiasance over Open Bay (I;., Britain) 

shot down four out or nine attacking entm~Y t1Phter s and othor US 

bombers attacked <nclllf installatiON in tho tao-s~anaua area . 

Another B-24 on photoo,rophio reconnAissance scorod a hit on a ) ,000-

ton cnonzy vessel at ll.lbo on tho Vl8st cooot of Dutch 11"1' <A!inot1o; 

other sltippi.nj: and evidences ot •"""V activity lfOre roported "I!Ost 

of Un Ou.i.nea • 

Japaneae aircraft bccbod our landin• field on Ouadalcan&l, 

February 23, ~ s1.x US tlJ!hter airplsnes. <Air B-2L' s attacked 

IJunda and Vila; the latter place na again bombed on Febrwar; 2L . 

All our airplanos returned aotely . 
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oao Lo\\or, D-&-71 

l. Six heavy bombcra , ton cediw:o bor.lbers and eieht r1cht<>r 

aircraft attacked tte main amp uea at Kiaka en Februsr,r 2). 

Results could not be obsorvod becauso or cloud formations. 

2 . Construction of our o""'rgcncy landing strip on OcJ.iuca 

I . (Oareloi grwp) is ~reaoi.nj:. This is about aidrray between 

Adsk and A=hitka. 

J;Q?;Jl A.!'RICA!l T!elt"::R 

BU.erto was bol:bed b)' ll 'il'oll1n<rt.ona on the n1eht or l'obru&r-J 

22-2) . All day dur1ns February 2) tho power or our air fbrce in 

North Atrica """ eoncentratod aca1not tho eneey in and near Kas••r -

ine pass through '-.hich he was withdrawing . The vnlloy to tho north­

""st """ reported cleared or tho enoi!G' to within two J:lileo or tho 

• paso . Four (probably a1x) •n•v and ten Allied aireratt ""re 

deat.royod cilrlng tho day. Eneey- transport operations 1')-ca Italy 

continued. 

lleadqlarters of our I An:>crod Corps ~~Cmtd trc:.. Casablanca to 

Rabat. 

ASIA'i'IC TIEATl:l! 

On February 22, two P-1.10 ' a Attacked eneey- true lea neu Luncl:l.nc • 

....... .• 
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D~CLASSIJIJI 
OSD Lett&r, &-&.TI 

'!'hat nieJ>t, whilo othor aircraft of the US lOth Air Foreo attaelmd 

Rnrl;joon to divort tho attontion of the Jap<moso, our B-24 1s so-•:ed 

48 llllljplctic o:dnos in a 11llrro\T channol of the Rangoon River . On 

Fobruar-y 2J, ei&ht P- LO•s ouoccssflllly attaclmd a railroad bride• 

wast of J.tlitkyina, knocking out one opan ru>d cla!r.aging anoth9l" SJXID 

and tho foundations . 

SOIJTI/IIEST Bl.CIFIC THEATER 

In his operationa report for the 24-hour period ending lJOO 

ccr, Febrw1ry 2), Oeneral L!acArthur roperts that six US B-17 ' s 

scorod three hits on a destroycr or cruisar at Rabaul and started 

f'ireo al""' the water front; one of our bombers is missins. \'/bile 

US B-25 ' s bombed enelli)T-held villa&•• in the Lae area, Australian 

and US l:faht bombers carried out continuous attacks on suspected 

ono"')' positiono in this region. In other Allied air activity, fires 

were started at Tocal (Kei Iolande) by Bight Hudaon homers , and a 

B-24 roconnoite~ the Penfoei airdrome ( Koopanc, T~) shot down 

two (probably three) of six intercepting Zero fighters . 

At least six enB!li)T homers raided llil.nc !l.:ly; thrno Hudaon 

homers wore slichtly dacasod. 

PACIFE TJ!BATER 

Tl'10nty- four us 118ht bomero escor ted by 17 firJ:t;er aircraft 

attacked ~Unda on Februru-.r 21, •tartl.ne !ires in t."" targot area; 
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D!CLASSil'rD 
OBD Lotter, D-8-11 

on& P-40 is llliaoin? trooa th1o raid. "1M r11!Xt daJr one or ecr 

orr Cho1oeul Ioland . Twenty-six US t~hter aircr att attacked 

Rokata Bay fror.1 low olt1tudes, whl.l.o B-24 ' • attacked Ll.mda Md Vila . 
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DFCLASS!l"ID 
OSD Lotter, &-8-78 

General Butler reports that twelve P-hO•s and one Navy flying 

boat are nO« based at AmciUtka . 

NORTH AFRICAN Tl!EA'I'ER 

l. Heavy fighting continued in the Kasserine-Thnla area through­

out Fobru&l"J 22 . The oneey column on the Kasserine-Thala rood reached 

a point three miles south of Thala, ""ile the force which was attackine 

northwest from the Ko.sserine pass was chocked on n north- south l:lne 

so"" l2 mi1es beyond the pass after losing a rnunber of tanks . Aircraft 

of all types supported our ground forces; duri~ the day ll {probably 

13) en~ airplanes were destroyed for a loss of 13 of our mm . !!alto­

baaed aircraft renewed their attock• on railroad installations and 

rolling- stock in Sicily and Sou them Italy. 

I>Jr1na the fighting on February 21, at least 18 enemy tsnla! 

were destroyed in central Tunisia . 

2 . llesponding to a recomr.endation of General Eisenhower the 

Vlar Department notified him that it will ship twenty gasoline- porrored 

tank-recovery tractors on each 1\Jtu.re convoy as well as some diesel-

J>O""r od tractors for the some purpose . Those nrc tMk cboasis equipped 

with a winch. All tank destroyer and tank units will be equipped here­

after with this type of vehicle prior to their departure from this 

country. 
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1. JAp&n41• at.rplMo• bo;:;becl INJ" in•t.al.J.Atione 1t. Chat~ul 

( ..... ) on hON&ry 2), "'- euual.ilio bu< no oat.or:l.al. c!&Mce 

2. n. WAr ::l.~nt. nots.n.d am.,.,_ SUl•all, on 1•b:"-.J&:7 

19, ct \.N crran1u~m, t.ndu hie oo=a:\ t ot u. lLth .l1r 1crct, 

t to~ ¢0;11M&.d b!1 ~ene>ral Che.:mault. 

~1'1 StUwell replied on rebruary 21 t1"1at. he h&d noti­

fied the Qr\noralllllillo, 

SOtmr.ti:S'r ti.CIFIC T!I:UT':R 

ln ha .,..·.iona IP"JJ&l7' tor t1le a~c:a...r P'riocl tndirP l.JIXI 

xr, rehr~&r)'" n, Oer.,coaJ. 1lld.rtlr.:r repon.a ~..ba\. N".I'JV ai:'plaoas 

raided Port Ucrt-ab, Moe m U. n1£bt. o! Fe'bNU7 21.-22 but. ewsed 

f no dlll:lar,t:. Wt.rallan .C.)'i.n: bo&t.s ano1 US .. 17•• at.t.ackod t.he 

:labea)l lll"'• whnre 79 4h1pe 1IV'e not.d; reeu.lt• ,.:'t unob•ervod. 

&1.14lo airdrom wu 'bombed, WhU. A\let.r.ali.an and W airoNl't a.ttaclutd 

But1~1 t.b'bo end. othttr m-o--oeeupied loc:alit.i«'l 1n the L.u uw.. 
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llORTH AFRICAN TJ&TER 

~ 
D!OLASSfFIED 

OSD Lo tter, 6-3-?i 

At 0200 February 21, Axl.$ !or ceo, rro., a 4, 000 yard front six 

mlloo nortlTrtest ot the Kasser ine pass, launched o. two-pronged ofian­

sive aimed north and nort.h...,at. Tha right rorce pushed to the 

Kasscrine-Thal.a read and, with JO to.nks in support, by 1630 ho.d 

reached a point on the higlrimy 18 mUe s north of Kasserino . The 

• left force, otter progressing so:ne nine mllcs developed into tTtO 

colWlllls, each BUpportcd by SOI!IO 20 to.nlc<i , one headin& north and one 

hoo.dil!g nortlTr,st . The left column lost six tanka and withdrew. 

The right colurn by mid-afternoon had reo.ched tc about 21 mileo 

northwest ot Kasserine. 

• 

ln northern Tunisia an enelltf attack five mlles east of l.:edjez-

El-Bnb was unsuecesst\tl. Else-n:here on the front thera was only 

local patrol activity . 

On February 21, anti-shipping missions T;ere fiOl'm by All ied 

aircraft frOI!l llort'l Afrioa and l.:elta, three enelltf vessels bsirG 

dalllaged, and tT10 small csoort vessels !Jlnk , Ten US medium bO<lbers 

boni>cd the Gafsa railroad yards . Four (probably six) enel!IY aircraft 

were destroyed dlring the day' s opcro.tions with o.n Allied loss of 

three o.irplanes . 

Air losses for the past eight dll,ys were 2.3 Axis and 22 Allied 

o.irplsnas . 



DECLASSUIIII 
05D Lotta>, 6·8•?1 

AFRICMHIIDDLE E.ASTElltl THEA TBR 

On February 21, B-2h I. or the 9th Air Force dropped lS,OOO lbo. 

or bombs on shipping and dock installations at !rapleo and 2S, OOO lbs . 

on other one~ installations at Amante~~ Pnlmi, Necotera and Rosanno, 

Italy. Hits were obtained on two ships , docks , oU storage tanks and 

a warehouoe, Ono of our airplanes is missing. 

• ASIATIC r!IEATBR 

P-l:0 1 s continued their offonsivo roconna.iasanco U'lor Burma 

and China on February 21 , at the same time attaekl..ne ene1:111 coanuni-

cations . 

SOUTHnEST PACIFIC THEATER 

In his operations aumary for t ho 2h- hour period ending 1300 

OCT, February 21 , General llaeArthur r oports two attacks by Japan.oso 

e aircra!'tJ one on l.filne Bay and one on an Allied convoy near Darwin; 

no damaee r esulted. Allied air attacks were made on shipp~ at 

Ambon, with unobsorved results, on the BolloJe and Kahili airdrores, 

and on 01UJ1>Y installations in the lllbo srea . '1\To (probably six} 

Japanese aircraft r.orc de•troyed without US loos . 
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\'IESTER!l HE!.IIS PIERE 

DEC!,ASSTr!l D 
OBD uot to•, 6-8-18 

On FebNary 20, US heavy nnd medium boci>ers and righter air­

craft attacle d the enetV e=p and fighter strip areas at Kiskn 

without loss , 

l!ORTH AFRlCAll THEATER 

On FebNary 20, an one"''f force, estimated at two ba ttalioM 

reinfor ced with tanks, attacl<ed our position• in tho pass northwest 

of Kaaserino and for ced ow· troops back to tho nortlm>st. Although 

British and US armored units entered the engagement , late that day 

the pass still r emained in enetV banda . 

fUrther enel!(>' infantry and tnnk attacks south and southeast 

of Sbiba vrere repulsed with the reported l oss of five ene<V t anks . 

On the nieht or February 19- 20 Briti sh bombers attacked Oa!ea . 

The next day US P- )9' s new attack cissions against eOC"''f motor 

vehicl es near Y~sserincj two of our tighter planes have not returned. 

fUrther air activity ll'as curtailed by the weather. 

AFRICAIHJIDDLE EASTilRil 'l'llEATilR 

On FebNary 19, British B-2u ' s under c=nd of the liS 9th Air 

Foree bombed the Herakleion and Kastelli Podiada airdNillls an Crete . 

On February 20 , other aircraft of tbe 9th Air Foree repeo.tod 

those attack• and in addition botbed Crotono, in southern Italy. llo 

losses li'Oro reported. 
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• 

ASIATIC THEATER 

SEC PEW 
' ASS IFill 

o~u Lo Lte~, 6-a-?a 

us P-uo• s attacked onell\'{- held tarns ond railroads in north and 

central Burmo on February 20 . 

SOUTif.'IES'i' PACIFIC THEATER 

Oeneral !!acArtnur ' s surnnary f<1r February 20 reports that his 

bolli>ero v;ore again dispatched to attack •nm:IY installations and 

ohippine in the au.n-Faioi area. As no en&II\Y shippine was located 

Alli od nircraft bollbed Kahili, Ballale and the Faiei seapla.'le base . 

'nte results or repented att..,pts to strike an •n~ convoy orr Gas-

onta were not observed . nte rummy and dispersal areas there we.re 

bombed and two (probabl y three) en~ planes deetrcyed. Eneii\Y 

aircra.rt dropped boobs en Dobodura and Hariko, northeastern !!ow 

Guinea; no dama{;o m>s reported . 

PACIFIC THEATER 

On February 20, our B-2L 1 s harassed Vila and ll.lnda . Later in 

the day thirty light bombers escorted by thirty-two fightor plnnes 

attncked the .ruurray nnd nntiaircraf"t positions on the en~-hnld 

Umda airfield . One li811t boobor =s forced dov:n in the '"'ter; all 

our other aircraft retwned safely. 
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llCR'I!l .l.!'l!!CAN 'l!IUTE.l! 

D''LA9SlrliD 
~~. \~tr, ~-a-71 

1. The ene:o;y in~try &tuck troa r.aooerine on February 19, 

support.ed by tonka and artillery, na held at a point • ..,., au milva 

to the northwest . Advanced on~ units ore active in the p&soea ·~•t 

aud aouth•eot of Kasser1ne . '!Wo onelnY tank attacks thot same after-

noon ~ore repelled south or Sb1b& and aieht enelnY tanks wor@ deotroyed . 

The c.,.,..,s Post o! tho US II Corps haa been established in U·.e Yic1nUy 

• or Ojebel ~ouii'. Incle..,nt eathar cau.sed all boaber and ~:round 
support :ll.soions to be cancelled. 

• 

FoWA Tatahouine . in Southorn TUnisia. io """' in .lllied hl.ndo . 

2 . The new systea of oporot.ional concand 1n !lorth U'rica, ef­

fective Febnu1ry 20, is ao follows , 

Allied Force P.eadquar tero (Coneral Ei•enhower) 

Co:n:nandcr in Chief, lledittl'ranean (Ad.cU.ral CUJUlinj:haJ:l) 

Eighteenth A=:t Croup Hoadquartero (Ceneral Alexander) 
Firat Ar!lq 
Ei!;htb Amy 
Reserve 

llediterr&ne&n Ur C"'"""'d ( Air Chief l:.>rohal Tedder) 
l:alu Ur e-nd (Ur Vice ICars.'>al Parl<) 
liortb...,at At'ric&n Air For .. (Cenoral Spuh) 
l!l.ddle East t.ir Coa:and (Air Chief ~:&robal Sholto Dou;;lat) 

ASU TIC '!liEA TE!l 

On Februar y 19 our P-40 1 8 !'rom Dinjon attacked targote of opportunity 



L> 'LA<S!JUD 
__ Lottor, &-3-78 

111 Northor n Bunna, eau.o111e a landolido 111 a r ailroad cut and stral'ina 

and bCI<Ibin& a atronl:lY hold ene~t~ vU~e. l.ll our aircraft. returned 

safely . 

sgllli?IEST PlClt IC mEA 'I'!R 

In his oporations eu..,.-.ary for tho 24-bour period onding 1.300 OCT, 

Fobrua'-· 19, Ooneral llac.l.rthur reports that a.rter l.ustrallan oomers 

had started tires in tha Xahil1 aroa, 12 B-17' a succossM~ carried 

out high- level and skip-bombing attacks on shippinc in tho Buio area . 

Direct hits were soeurod on three 7,000 to ~,000-ton vessals, .nich 

wore loft afire, and a poasiole bit was obtained on a 3, 000-ton vessel . 

Tho Kahili and Ballale airdromes and tho Shortlor>l oeaplono anchorage 

were aloo attacked . l.llled l1£ht. boebers and Ci;;j>tar aircraft. strafed 

the ono"'f-hBld area near l!&lahang (Lao) , and two US haavy bomber s on 

individual rocoM&issance a1esiona shot daorn three (probably four) 

or lJ 111torcopt1n!l Japanoee aircraft. . !lo .l.llled losses uro reported . 

()n February 19, 12 heavy bombers attacked ehipp111g at Vila, and 

the J,!Unda and Vils airfialcls , Resulta were not reported . 



J· 

~ Ot'ERATIDllAL stnD.!AI!I 

llo . la37 

0700 February 19 to 0700 February 20, 19hJ 

f2!! fOP. 

~ !'!!!!! IIllER 



~ 
DlCLASSt1ID 

OSD Letter, 6-1-71 

1 . The Arr1y Ground Farces iuued cl!rectives for t.l.• 100\'e• 

l:lllllt or t.ho .3St.h Infantry Divieion troro ea.~p San Lui3 Obispo, 

calitorni.a, to Ca."P !tcker, .U.b&!lla, t.no 6th llotcrlzed Division 

!ron tho Dooort Tr~ C ntor, Ca::q> lOUJlll, CaliforniA, to ea.., 
San Luia Obiepo, nnd the 8th l.!otor izod Division from Fort Leonnrd 

• \'food, W.seouri , to t.he Do sort Trainin>• center. The eo novemento 

will. boo ortectod lTit.h a r educed nwober or trains sine~ t.ho 6th and 

8th D1v1e1ans will. toke over the heavy equ1fl""nt lef't. by other 

units at their destinations; 1>0reover, the see trains will. be 

used for all three DO\--ur.tents . 

2. ~r P-t.o• s destroyed two Joplll\oso lllOnoplanes ovor Amchitka 

on Februc.r,y 19. 

In our boabinr of St. liuaint on Febnuu-.r 16 about three 

acres on each tide o! a lock leacll.ng to the inner basin were 

devaototod; it 1e not knOT•n whether tho lock itself lVas dnM~od. 

16o tone of bo11ba wore dropped . Twenty (probabl y .)2) ..,.,y !:1/'tl tor 

aircraft ...,re destroyed; wo lost two B-l7 ' a to antiaircr aft fire, 

two to on~ liGhters and two troa unknown eauaes . 

SECit£ I 
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J:OR'nl AFRICA!f ll!EA TER 

DECLASSIFID 
OBD Letter, ~7a 

I n the avoni.ng or February l? an AXis a ttack in the Pichon area 

was repulsed and the Allied troops cor.~plotod their withdrawal hoe~ the 

aalient, confoming to e~ovo:llants further south . During February 18 

our II Corps continued tho occupation and organization of its naw 

positions .nile eneny forces gathered at Fariana and patrolled to the 

north and northweat . Bad weather prevented botiber mi!sion~, but our 

lichter aircraft were Bj;gressive ovor the battle area . At 1300 on 

February 19 an ene:ny in!antry attack wns launched !'rom Kasserino . 

AFRICAN-MIDDLE EASTERN niEATm 

l . on February 18, patrols of ttB Dritish Eighth Ar:ey were operating 

in tha areas shown on the map. 

2. A British heavy banbardment squadron, operating under the US 

9th Air Force, dropped lS tons of boobs on tho Herakleion airdrome, 

Crete, on ?ebruary lb . 

ASIATIC ntEATER 

On February 18, our P-40' s from Buroa and China attackod targets 

of opportunity in northern Bur:na . All plane• returned sa! ely . 

SOUTH11EST PACD'IC THEATER 

In his oper ations s"""'"'ry for the period endinc 1300, OCT, February 
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!!!!I SET 
DICLA8SI7ID 

OSD Le uer, 6-8-71 

181 Generel ~cArthur reports continuod petrol activity noar Wlu . 

Allied aircraft carried out orrenal.vo swoops alone tbe New Ouinea 

coast, attacked L:adane and caused larco tl.ru at Kahili. 

lil'll.lo bollbinr an on<>:oy cruiser or trana~ort at Dilll, Olltch 

B-25's shot down o.~• or two Japanue "'ero:. but. lost one o! t.heir 

own airplanes . 

liine shipo , 1ncludin& one or 10, 000 tons , ll8re sif)lted at Duin • 

PACU'IC TliEI\ Tim 

On Fobn~&ey 181 LS B-24's attaekad tho Dallale and Kahill air-

dro::es, llbila A-24'S and n~ter airerat't. raidt>d Vila. ,.. airplanes 

fro;. those llissions returned safely INt o. r..connaiss:u>ce plane is 

clssing, 
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'IIES'l'Ellll HE!diSPllERE 

8)' February 17, oi3ht P-!.o ' o and tour P-38'• (ti(lhtor Aircraft) 

and one C-L7 (transport) had la>dod and token ott tnuo tho now 

f'iihtor strip on A:::ehitk.a, and tile first fil:lrter patrol, cocpooed 

ot eij:ht P-1.0' s, operated rro .. A&chitl<a th3t da7 . 

NORTII Ar'lUCAN TIIZATER 

IIY the evening of FebNary 17 the oner:v had occupied Y.aaaerino 

and Thnlcpto and waa rcconnoitorinr to the nortll at Sboitle and to 

the ..... t or foriana. On the Gataa-Y.,riana road there """ oonaiclcrable 

ene"')T cotor tr&n:~portation and artillery 11!lich "ere attoclccd by our 

lleht bocborc and ti<;htera, aomo JS vehicles boinB destroyed. Arcored 

vehicle and troop replac..,ento Md reintorce::>ento arc 100Vin(l !oi"'I''ll"d 

!rom the weat; other tan1a1 aro en route trom tho US . 

Thirt7- l1x 8-17 ' o and 29 medium bombers escorted by P-J8'e 

boo:bed airdroaoo 1n Sardinia . n.t-0\llh""t the d'IY our aircrott 

....,re active over the battle area, in all soce five <n"'"¥ ail'!'lenee 

bains daetroyed 'llith l""s ot aevcn or our cnm. Elle"')T air activity 

conaietod ot the ueusl tr&ntJport and reconnaissance miaaione end 

attaoks on convoye; n few bombs were dropped in t he AJ.Riarc &ron. 

l. On February lS, titteon US B-2h'e, in two raida on ohippinS 

1n the harbor at J:aples, obtained direct hits on two larp veesela 

J 
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UECLASSI FIIII 
OSD Letter, 6-$-71 

) 

and dcstrOl"'d rour (probably ton) or 22 intercepting Gorman and 

ltti1An !1S)1tcr airplanes . One or our B-24'• ia beliavod to h4vs 

be.-. allot down . 

2. On Febnn..ooy 17 the Dr1tidl ~th A:rey had reached tho 

l1no ahown en tho r.ap . 

SOUTI!.IEST PACIFIC TREATER 

1. In hio operations ... _ry ror the 24- hour period endint 

1.)00 OC:', FebNary 16, General Llac:J.rthur reports local sldnoiahes 

near llau . Six B-25'• bocbed the llal.ah4n;; airdro::l!l (!Ae) and 

destroyed ene::v• fishing cratt near the S•"r'"& Paninsule. A. 

sinf,le- B-21., on reconna1aaanco, Pobnlary 15, hit an eneey cargo 

ahip in Stottin Bay (!lew Britain) leaving the veseel buming 

.!'urioualy. Four RAAF bOll!ber o attacked D1ll1 (Timor) , 

2 . Fer February 17, General llr.clo.rtbur report. a t.hat ..U 

ena1111 parties, Dll&l" ll'au, wore r~ back an lllbo. us P-T boeta 

aanl< three ene::u barges on tho night ot Febnlary lS. 

US bomber s attacked Babe in northwestern !lew Ouinea (acme 

shippina boinfl repm-t.ed in this vicinity ) os well as Ub111, and a 

barse and pooaible submarine of! Oasmate . Australian fiahtor air­

eratt attacked an eneey- beld villas• noar Lae . 
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PACIFIC TJru TEll 

~ 
DECLASSIPJD 

~D Lotter , 0~8-18 

) 

On February 17, thirteen 1.15 clive-l)ocbua (A-24 1 o) escorted IT; 

24 !~hter plAnoo otArted fireo at JAmd&. All o! 011.1" aircr3tt 

returned oe!ozy. 

ssze:CIIt 
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() DIC~ASSIVIIJ ) 

HJt) Latter, fl-1~'18 

PACIFIC TJIE:ATER 

On l'obNary 17, thirt.en cs dive-bolobera (A-24•a) escort.<! ey 

24 fil!hter planes start.d Cires Bt ~do. All Of our aircr:lft 

roturnod safely. 
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'IIESTERII HEIIISPHKRE 

Ooneral &ekner has reported t.hat our fir et fighter airera.tt 

landed en Al:lchit.lca "" FebN&%7 16; roat la71r6 operation• en t.he 

field will proceed w!Ul.e it ia bein& used. 

IIOl!Tll AFRICIJI THEATER 

1 . On February 16, about noon, onomy armored !oreoo ron.m<od 

their attACks e&Gt of Sbeitla. US troope nortlm>at or Faid, cut 

oft tro::J their IIILin bociY, I!Uecendad in wit.bcl.rawi.Jll to t.he ,..at 

but loat liCit of their tra.~sportaticn; othar 1:5 troops wre at111 

isolated en Djebel 1tsa1ra ear}J> on February 17. Con!\Jaed an:ored 

and 1ntantry ri£htillg continued all clo,y to the southeast or Sbeitla, 

and in tho G!tornoon our t r oops W11re ordered to withdraw to the 

genorol lino,ohown on tho map,Whieh cover• tho passes in the h1lle 

to the west . 

Shortly a.rter al.<lnight February 16-17, the en""Q' rcrceo, 

attecldn& b)' noonJ lght, pierced thia line oast of Sbeitla . An 

hour later a withdrawal !roa that town """ ordered, a oo'nlrina 

rorco strong in anti- tonk '"'apona bein6 diroctedbo hold the line 

ooatwarda tr001 Kassorino at ill coats until mid- cloy, FebNuy 17, 

with a o...Uor force holdin6 the ridgo covorill: Feri.anb, ..nil& the 

,..,.U,cltr of the an:11>:"ed diviaien IIOYed north throuilh Kuaerine 

towud Tbal.a . Plana ...,,.., raclt to r"-0\"'8 our airct'8/t tro. Thelopto . 
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~!CLAS&rFID 

OtD L•••••· 0-8-71 

lb' dawn tho holding forces ...,,.. 1n podtion and Thelepte 

airdr01:1e had been abandoned . Our fore<~e ""ro blooking tho pMsos 

nortlnrost or fariana end r.asaeriM wiiUe tl'e let Anoared D1T1aion 

was covin; throug)l Sbeitla to TNJ.a . About J.io tankzl , as ""ll as 

cortdclerable vohiclas and guns, have been lost . 

Further north in Tunisia the eneey ,.. .. eapeciall;v active, 

partic:ularl;v soutlnrost or !!4teur <)rld in tha Bou Arado area . 

onoJliY ground concentrations, gun olllpl&coments and roads in the 

Gatoa-Faid-Ka.irouan area cl.aJ.mlnj: to !uve put out or action six 

eneey howitzers . llriUah ba::bere joined in these operatiCM. 

Enollt( air aotivity over the Tunisian battle area was &lig)lt. 

2 . llriUoh unito entered Den G:u-dane unoppoood, Fsbruar;v lS; 

the line or the British forward units ie 48 indicated on the map. 

) . '!lie Comoand ~oat of the British First Anlf 1s norr at 

Djeriasa . 

4. In response to a request from Omoral Eisenhower !or 

anti- aullcar1ne aircraft to cover the CAsablanca area and the 

llediterranean coaat, tho liar Departcent directed General Andnrn 

to dispatch to Narth Africa one squadron of 12 B-24 1 a equipped tor 

anti- suhmrino operations Yith cOIIbat crews and loo;v £l'OUlld personnel . 



DICLASSIPID 
OSD Lotter 5-8-?8 

On February 16, P-Lo•s rada haras•in& attacks on on~ 

activities in llorth a.m&; ono airplana na lost. 

PACIFIC TI!?:A'ILR 

the South Paci!ic repeated their ett&A:lta on lrahlli, Ballalo and 

vua . '!'fro B-24 • a nre aiosins . 
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PfrLASSIJID 
OlD uo\ \or , D-1-71 

1 , The Arlrq Gr OW\d Forees issued directives for the following 

movements: 

Sth Armored Division - Major General Jack rl. Hoard 
FreE~ : Camp Cooke , Cal.ifornia To: Tennessse l!aneuver Area 
Remark : To receive ne" equiJl'OOilt and final training 

preparatory to overseas covement. 

6th Amored Division - !Jnjor Qenaral no. fl . H. loiorris , Jr . 
Fr<lOI : Camp Young, California To: Camp Cooke, Cal.iforn:l.a 
ReJ:~&rk: Permanent Change of Station. 

7th Amored Division - Major Oenoral Linds"'' lieD. Silvester 
From: C!l.l:lp Polk, Louisiana To: Ctu:IP Young , California 
Remark : Pennanont Change of Station. 

8th Arcored Division - J.fajor General <lm. 1.!. Grimes 
From: Camp Campbell, Kentucky To : Cecp Polk, Louisi.ana 
Remark: lUll move at cadre strength and be tilled at its 

nn stc:Ltion. 

Tho 6th, 7th and 8th Amorod Divisions, respectively, will 

t.ako ovor tho heavy cqu.ipmant of tbe Division which each replaces , 

thus greatly ':educing the proportions o£ the movements entailed • 

2 . On February 16 , six ene"')' planes dropped a total of ton 

bombs on our landinG etrip area at AJnchi tka l<illing two soldiers , 

llamaga. t o tho landing strip 'llllS negligible . 

SU!lOPMN 'l'I!EA TER 

In a daylight attack on an onoii\Y raidor nsar lmlkorque, February 

lS, 21 us ~L•s, dupported by AAJI' Spitfires, dropped 62 tans of ex-

SLCit&4 
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nr.cu.ssrn u 
O&D l.eUer, &-1-71 

plosivee in tho dDck area and noar the vessel . EnOJ!I)' fl.ghter o and 

ooderate te hoavy anti a ircraft fire woro encounter ed; two B- 2U •a 

wero loot . 

-n. ntxt. day 6S hea"7 balbera ""-red the ena::zy aubcarine 

inatall&tions at St. llau.ire; initiAl reports state that the reeulta 

were good . Strons ene"'r fighter reaction and heavy and accurate 

antiaircraft !iro tere experienced; eix B-17 ' • oro missing • 

NORTII AJo"RlCAJ; TIIEATER 

craft attacked encey t<mlca, =ator eolw:o>e and troop concontratiaca 

in the Faid~A!aa-!!aknas.,. area . Five Allied end one eneey !:IV>tar 

aircraft wero destr oyed. Our armored unito suffer ed mo.terial looocs 

trom enO"'r divc- bor.tors . 

On Fobruary l$, tho lot Amored Divioion, Attar ooncentratiJ11 

• at l!adjeb el JJ.oun, countoratteckod e011thnrd against the <mfiiiY 

&dvanciJ11 nstnrds on Sbei t.1a; thr<iu.&l>Out tho day heavy fl.ghtina 

raged in the Sidi boo.t Zid area . US !orcea nre still reportad north 

and south oi that t own . The n Cerra withdrew its right !lank to 

take up defensive pooitions on tho! £"ntral line Fcriana-sbeit.la, "lihUe 

C&fM , which had boon evacuat ed durin& tho previous Jliiht , wao onterod 

by an ene"'r ....-.eel unit. 

AUreseive action by tho! mied air !orcea .,.... reported 

OJr1ng February 15. r:n...;, aircraft...,.. &lao active, attacl<a on 
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DICLAeSIPrD 
OlD ~o\\or, 6-3-11 

J.:oc!jn-el- B:lb and our airCiolda bain& ropon..d . 21 8-17• o ot Uw 

12t h Air Force attac~oc! t.ho doclca an:l ahippl.na at !'a1e""' With S' 

tons or bombs , hittinj; ono ship and setting tire to an oil tank; 

all or our planes returned. Two powor !Ul attacks wore made on 

Kairouan by US mediUl:l baoboro oocortoc! by P- 38• s , during which at 

least uven anaey ai.rpl.anes were dostroyod and at least six hit 

While on the ground, wit.h lou or ono US madi\JO bomber. Othor air-

crart losses tor both aides .. r• repcrt.ed . Aircraft rro::a llalt.a 

were active agoimt r&ilrooda in Calabria and Sicil,y . On t.he .U.ht 

ot February 15- 16, l2 Britioh boc>bera attacked t.he dncka at Bhorta . 

2 . 'l'be 1lbr Departcont notitl.ed Gon«ral Bisenhower t.ha t, 

ertoctiva With UGS-0, tho tho or UG:> and CUS convoys will be 

increased t:ro11 '8 to a m<lX1mW11 or 61.1 ships, which must be capable 

or sustaining a speod or nino knots without smoking. 

J . on FObruory U, ps trola or tho Br1 tish Eighth Arm:; had reached 

t.ho ganer al l1ns shown on the .. P . 

On February lJ, US Mdila bolll>ors traa India a ttaclced en0107- hald 

railroad installations in !lUI" a , 

PACIFIC 'i'l!ElTl!l\ 

On February 13, dx 8-24' o and ll tiuhter planes were attaclcod 
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ll!.CLASSIYIJ:D 
~ L&,\&r, 6-&-72 

by uS Zeros lihU e bombing on enell\Y .oarohllnt veesol near Buin. A1-

thoueh one hit was obtained on the vessel and eight Zeros shot dmm, 

we lost three bOober s and three fighter planes . The next dny an 

attack by 21 bOmbers and ll !il!hters on llinda was oucoessful, ell 

planes returnin&. !line US bOmbers and 22 fighters secured threo 

cll.reot hits on a lnrgc freighter o£! liahil.i . In an ensuine aerial 

engagement nth uS Japanese fighter planes, two bOobers and six 

fightara wore lost; eleven o! the Japanese planes were destroyed . 

llinda """ attacked t·rdce on February lS by OS bomber and 

fiGhter aircraft, our fighters sweeping the ~s at extrellll)].y 

lcm altitudes . !learly 40 airplanes participated in each raid . 

Vila was oleo attacked . A1l o£ our aircraft returned. 

SOUTlt"IBST PACIFIC TI!EA'Wl 

In his operations """""""Y f<:J!' the 24- hour period onding 1300 

CCT, February lS, Gonerol llac:Arthur reports three attacks by our 

n !lying tort.resses11 on Rabaul whe:re ma.ny fil"CS and a large explosi on, 

probably that or ao llllll:!Ulliti on dump, reeulted . ~ammue our oodiun 

and divo-bOobers and fighter aircr aft pounded the enoey dump area 

at l.!alahana (near Lae) . ~feet of !lew Guinea, r..tch, Bri tish and US 

bOd>ers attacked Dobo (Aroe r.. . ), Dilli and olso Ambon where large 

buildings, a possibl e atmlltition dump, and an e, ooo-ton merchant 

vessel were hit. 
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On February 13, five B-24•s, eeven B-2$1 o and ten P-)8 1 s 

att.olo>d tho en"")' inot.llationo At Kiolca and shot dOft'n tour 

Japanese airplanes; One Of 0\.lr bomberDt forced to rotu:rn a!'ter M 

engine n o hit by antioirora.tt. tiro, crash- landod at its base. 

That oar.e ~ P- )81s ohot dawn a Japanese reconnaissance plane over 

Amchl.tlca . Early on February lb, aeV<!11 Japanese airplanee attaeked 

OW' obippizlll in Conota.'>tino ~. Al:x:hitl<a, and later I:OilC!>ino-BW~ned 

COlr troo;> ;>os1t1ona on tho iol&nd without causing damgo or caiiU­

altios . 

Tno Commanding Oenoral, Al'II\Y Air Forces, in!o:-med Oonerruo 

Spaatz ond Andrews that two night fighter squadrons (loeo aircraft) 

with groun:l control personnel 11111 be sent to tha UK in !.l'lrch !or 

two month&• traininu, upon co:o;>lation ot whl.cb t hey will take over 

British equipmnt 1n llorth A!rica . Too squAdrons will follow 1n 

April; replaeeoen!. cron will bo trained to insu....., a oteaey now 

o! personnel. 

HORn! AFRICAN TH<:4TER 

On February lb, atrore on•CIY armored units, rein!orced by 
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ClCLASSTPJD 

CSD Lotter, ~-~-?~ 

i(J 

artill&ry ond in!ant.ry, advanced woat !rom Faid. Unit. o! the 

US lot Armored Diviaion counterattac~d d&spit.c memy divo-bomb~ , 

and thrcu&hout t.he mrning a heavy be.tUo between aroarocl ti'Oope 

took place in tho Sidi bou Zid aroa. Our t:-oope were !'1.nal.Q- ccoo­

pelled to withdraw oout.hwen t.oarcla aa.ru. ai~r !Bving suJ"t..-.d 

heavy tank casualties. In the a!t.erncon enelliY arr.ored units ...,,.. 

roportecl operatl.na 1$ miles east o! Sbe1Ua llhile other eroupe '"'r• 

advanoi1111 nort.hwarcla !rom an o.rea 20 miles to tho oouth ct that 

tcmn. The evacuation o! Ga!sa began thllt evenil1jl . 

Our air tcrcoo supported our ground operatiOM. Brltiah 

llal ta-baaod aircratt continued to harass the 8MJ17 in Italy and 

southern Sicily. 

Four ot tho fourteen B-24 ' s rsport.ed in tho Crotono attack 

• on Fabruary l) bacbod !laplos t.hroueh a c....,J.ot.e ovareast; results 

were not ob$orvod. 

ASIA TIC THEATER 

OS fiihtor aircratt, February 13, d&otroyed a Japanese bomber 

on tho sround at Laohio; they ropcrtecl tho !.IYibla• briclno as 

unserviceable . The noxt dq 14 US !1(#>tar pl.anos attacked l.lainc­

kwan and the M""'' be.rracko in that town . 
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~,CLASBUID 

L~U ~.,tor , 6-8-78 

SOUT!f,YEST PACIFID THEATER 

In hi$ operations aumary for the 24- bour period onding lJOO 

OCT, February 14, General l.!ncArthur reports thnt Rabaul and its 

water-front instnllations were attacked by four form>tions of US 

hnavy bombers whi ch dropped 50 tons of bombs; othsr targets were 

the 4) C>6rchantmsn , to~ 202, 000 tons, a lieht cruiser' ten 

destroyers, ttu-ee subzrarinas and 12 other naval vessels in the 

harbor. Hugo fires rosultod, an azm>mition cl.lmp was expl oded, 

and probable hits wore obtained on two ene"')' shipe . J.nothnr large 

attack was carried out agai-nst Ute airdro~ and installations at 

Lao , 11herc bits WDro obtained on two grounded onell(Y planes and 

on en""Y buildings . llinor Allied air raide n re also tmde on t.l!o 

Kahl.li airdrom, Ubili, and lladang . 

Allied patrols were mopp~ up enemy conters of rasistance 

near Wau . 
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GENERAL 

D!CLASilPID 11ft Lo\ter, 0- 8-78 

The Comoanding General , Army Air Forces, notified senior over -

seas con:manders of the earl.;y nvailability, at the rate of 110 a 

n:cnth, of a B- 2S medium bomber lrh06e lll"lnlllllOnt has been so ~o<>di!ied 

as to include a fixed 7S mo cannon, aa well as ten .;;o caliber 

machine guns. This extra nrmaoent has been added without inter­

fering with tho normal bolli> capacity or per.f'ornanco characteristics 

of the airplane , These commanders wore roque sted to specity the 

percentage of their future monthly deliverias which should be r epre ­

sented by this new airplane. 

EUROPEAN THEATER 

The War Depart..,nt authorized C<m.eral Andrews to appoint 

General Baker to the co=nd of the 8th Air Farce, by direction 

of the Presi dent . 

NORTH AFRICAN T!BATER 

On February 13, US medium bol!'.ber and fighter aircraft attacked 

the El Aouine airdrca~ at Tunis; four (probabl;y seven) intercepting 

enemy planes were destroysd. Attacks were also maoo on the nw:10rous 

transport aircraft operating between ItaJ.;y and '1\lnisie, four of them 

being destroyed. 
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31!8AE4 
IIICLASI I ri ro 

W D Leuor. 6-3-72 

It. 1a eotimlted that during tho """k ' e operationo 38 OMI!IY 

and 10 Allied aireratt were destroyed in the llorth African Theater. 

1. On February 13, lb heavy bolbore o! the 98th Oroup dropped 

over 31 tone o! boti>e on Crot.ane (C&labria) and ito airdraoo . F1 ve 

Bri tieh B- 2h 'e, under US co=d, be>Mlcd the l!eraklion and Kaotolli 

~~ PediAda airdrocoo in Crete. 

• 

2. Oenor&l Brereton reported on February lh that Tripolitania 

hae be., claared o! all O"""tf ori&nizod tor ceo . 

ASIA'I'IC '1'1& 'l"'.Jl 

On Fobruory 12, seven B-2h'a attacked the freight yarda at 

Rangoon, ocorinll Jh, out o! ~ po .. ible 45, 500-lb. bomb 1\ite in tho 

target area • 

'l'be next dq, 12 P-LO•a ouccoeotlllly bo:obed and mch1ne"il\IJ\nod 

an eneoq-oCCilpied town near &;yitlcyina; s1X barracks wore bu.rned. 

PACD'IC .um SOtrl"rSI'EST PACIFIC AR&AS 

l. In hie operations ""llllliU'Y !or tho 24-hour period endinll 

1300 OCT, February 13, General lJ&cArthur reports th&t llliod patroh 

.,,.. active in tho 'llau area and that an ~ Lm~ force waa 

acbuehed and 2S Japanese ldlled. llliad air raida ...,,.. carried out 
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DECLASSfPII'II 

6an Lo\tor, &-1-72 

q:ainet P.abaul, Ubil1 (!1.,... Britain), lllbo, Lu, f\IUoro (T11oor), 

and Australian Be&11.f4hters swept the Finschhaten- J.:adana aroa, 

at.ra!i.ng the town and """"'Y at lladan& a.nd setting !1ro to a hangar. 

2 , The War Depart>nant authorized Oonoral. Harmon to aee:4!n 

Ooner&l Patch as C"""""'di.ng General, XIV Carp!! , by direction of the 

President • 

J , On Febru.ary ].J, US aircraft again attacked tho eneoq 

inot&llat1oM en lllnda, ob~ hits en tllllllUJU.tion dlqlo lU\d 

antieircra!t gun dl!onoea . On Cl\lad&lcan&l our trcope ocntinuod 

tho1r oalvage ""rk and III&Med t.he1r do!ensea • 
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J:ORTH AFRICAN THEA TBR 

DICLASSIFJlD 
OSD Letter, 6-S-?P 

nu-ing the n:l$ht oi February 11-12 a str~ eneey patrol wno 

rep!ll$ed in t ho Ousseltia sector ; t here was vigorous patrol activity 

elsewhere along the front • 

On Februal"'J 12, oix lig)>t bombers escorted by twelvo OS Iig)>ters 

attacked eneey ground positions west of Sened, claiming four 88 m 

guns destroyed and throe silenced. Bad weather prevented heavy 

baober ope.rat1ono. 

AFRICA!I-JJlllllLE EASTER!l THEATER 

I t is now l earned that, in the attacks made by t he 9th Air Forco 

an February 10, sovon B-2~ ' & dropped JS 1,000- lb . bombs on Palermo 

without opposition of any kind; clouds prevented oboervat ion of the 

effect. Eight B-25 ' s dropped 83 JOO- lb . b<llli>s on Heraklion a1rdroce 

in Crete without being able to obsorvo the results, while another 

attacked r.aste111 Pediada oirdror.:e on t hat island; heavy ant iaircraft 

fire was encountered. 

ASIATICTH&I.TER 

Our a1r un1to were acti ve in Burma an February 11, one fighter 

crashing after an attock on a truck convoy. On February 12, seven 

B-~ • s again attacked the J.lyitnge br idee (aoutb of J.landalq) demol­

ishing one span. 
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PACD'IC A.IID SOU'r!!i'IEST PACD'IC ARRAS 

1. Gt>neral !.!aeArthu.r's operations ou=ary ! or the 24- hrur period 

ending 1300 CCT, February 12 , reports attacks made by single heavy 

bo:nbers , one or which hit Rapopo airport (Rabeul) while onotber 

daoaged a 6 , 000- ton DDrohant vessel in that area . 

Tanahmerah and Port J.!oresbY were bol:lbed by one:ny aircraft 

on February 10 and 12, respectivaly; no da:nage was reportad . 

Allied patrols were active near Wau. 

2 , On february 12, ~ was attacked by t lu'ee medium bombers, 
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llOl!TH AFRICAJI T!li!'.A mR 

n&eLASBIFID 
CtD Lotter, &-3-71 

On February 10, the cno=v wu reported driven from two pointe 

12 miles weot"'!lorthweot oJ: WAtour, 21 prioonero being taken . Four 

enemy bollbero attacked Tripoli with unreported rosulte . 

On February 11, 12 Alliod lJ&ht bombers escorted by 22 fi6htors 

attacked Sened, seeurJ.ns h1ta on the higlma,y and 1n the tam. The 

let Ranger Battalion 1e ropcrted to have 11ade a S>:Cceos1111 raid 

!N>e Ga.fsa on t!le night o! February 11-12; no turt.her detailo are 

available. 

The 34th US Inrant.ry Division hae coq)lated its """""""nt !'roll 

Oran to the Tunisian aroa, beinG ropl&eed at Ora." by the 9th US 

Inrm>try Division J:roa Port lqautoy. The Jrd OS Infantry Division, 

leoo a rog1ment, 1a in tum ropl&c1ng tho 9th at t ho latter •tetion. 

ASIATIC T!I!:ATSR 

Tiro P- t.o•s strafed •IMIIIY 110tcr tranoport and claoaaed a ferry 

1n Western China on February 10. 

PACIFIC ANil SOOT!I.lZST PACIFIC .UW.S 

In his operations IIWIIlW')' !or the 2t-hour period endins lJ()O 

GCT, Febn>ary 11, Clanoral l:aoA.rthur reports that Alliod patrols 
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c ~ ~!CLASSUID 
CID Lottor, &-S-71 

in!lioted heavy casual ties upon tho on.,..y, who 1ms nthdra'Tina in 

tho direction ot lbbo . One B-17 dropped anti~porsonnel and incendiary 

baobe on Rabeul, otarting tires on tho Lal<unai airdrol:le • 
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'IIESTER!l !IEIIISPHERE 

DECLASSIJJ:D 
06D Lotter, 6-8-71 

On February 10, our -..eathor plane, scoutin6 Kiskll, round 

oxeollent weather, no eneey ai.rera.fi cn the water or 1n the air, 

qd onlJ' l1&ht and inaccurate antiAircratt Nre, Six he&Y7 ~re, 

cJ.tht me<l1wo bc:abere, and el.tht rJ.thtor air<:ra.tt •ere t heraroro <lis­

patched and atteckod the ene"'Y caop, ~hter strip, and installations 

• at Kiokll tr01:1 low altitude . No •ne"'Y !J.thter oppooition waa oncc.>nt­

ored. 

• 

--

llORl'll AT:UCA!I THEA TtR 

ll>cl-nt weather ~red air operations 1n runioia cn Febru­

ary 10. Eneey tighter and righter-bol:lbolr aircra.tt attacked the 

Beja area and Bone, Allied airplanes 1ntorcopt1ng and turn1n6 baok 

the ono"''( at tha latter place . Our airplane• tlew reconnaiBaanoo 

misaiona 1n tha fonmrd areas, Whore •ne"'Y targot& or opportunit:r 

were engaged, and oank one or !our one::v vessels botwean SioU;r and 

'1\mbia, leavin& anotbor 1n a •1nlc1n& ccndition. 

On February 10, bombers or tho llinth Air Force attacked 

Falemo Harbor •• well aa airdromes 1n Crete. 



• 

-

ASIATIC Tfi!AnR 

Three B-24•a D.ttaolald Ule omeey airdrooo at Rangoon, FebNary 8, 

obta1nins cl1rect hits on t.>oe ~ and et.rtl.ng tiree. "nle neoct do.y 

tour P-LD•o, operating "" recOMAisaance llliuiona l'roG ~. 

destroyed tnree ene=:r trucks on the Burl:a Roacl ancl aa:>k a 8call barce 

near Kutkai. On February 10, •ieht D-2S•a bomed en""iY rUlroad 

equipment and inotallations at ~o (neo.r J.!.:mclela,;--) . 

PACIFIC AND SOUTJ:r.m)T PACIFIC AREAS 

ln hia operations report !or the 21:-hour period encUns lJOO 

GC'I', PebNary 10, Ocneral llac:Arthur reports t.hat Ule eneJIIY 1a wit.h-

drawins rr ... the !!au area . There waa cdnor Allied bod>er action in 

the northwut area . 
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DICLASSI11ED 

OlD Len u , 5-8-71 

An unidentified aireraf't was over Iceland, FebnlAlj' 9. 

NORTH AFRICAN THEATER 

While patrols of both sides '"'re active in Northern '1\Jnisia 

on FebnlAlj' 9, 8!\0ll\\' activity to tm south, in the vicinity of Oafsa, 

was increasing. 'l'wenty-rour s-l7•s . attecked tm enol!\\' railroad ya:-ds 

and o.il"drome a t Kairouan and de.otroyed one of six enell\\' planes attempt­

ing interception. A US fighter reconnaissance mission over Oussoltia-

Pichon destroyed t wo of seven attackiJ1& cneey fighters . other Allied 

missions lltlre flown in the forward areas, during which attacks ware 

l!lade on ens!!\\' motor transportation near En!ideville (northwest of 

Sousse) and enemy col lll:IM near llaknnssy. 

Ene::qy aircraft att3cksd Bono 1 were act ive over Souk ol Arba, 

and flew transport missions betlltlen Italy and Tunisia,and Sicily and 

Osbes. 

PA.CII'IC AND S01!I'Hl'IEST PACIFIC AREAS 

l. In his operations ewnmary for the 24- bour period ending 

1300 OCT, FobnlAlj' 9, General llacA.rthur rep orb thet there was 

considerable patrol activity by both sides southeast of ilau and in 

the vicinity of Wandumi. Allied light bombers and Iightar aircraft 
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IW)L~SSiriD 
teD -~ot tor , 5-S-72 

attacked ancll!Y inatallations Mar Lae, and e:t;:ht US heavy bomber • 

successfUlly attacked Kendari (Celebes). 

2. On Febru8l')' 9, our ground force• after overcoming organ­

ized resiet.Bnee on CN.adalcanal reduced isolated enell!Y groups and 

continued the organization of tho defenses of the island against 

any possible attacks . 

On February 10, tiS tighter aircraft shot dolm an eneey 

t-..o-engino roadium bot:ber over Choiseul, sank a barge and destroyed 

oil stores in t he Russell Islands. F:t;:hter and bot:ber aircraft 

pounded Vila and l!unds. 

__ """="""""'"""""'===· !I WI,_, _______ _ 
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1 . Our heavy and oodium booi>ers in the Alout!.nne dropped over 

16 tons of bombs on Kiska on February 9, obtainiz18 hits in the min 

camp area. 

2. The Co=ndiz18 Officer of tho Greenland Base Command was 

informed that the War Department has agreed to mke air bases in 

Greenland available to the British for operation of long-range 

bombers on anti-submarine patrol. Tile detaUs are to be arranged 

later . 

IIORTH AFRICAII THEA TKR 

l . General Eisenhower was notified that tho boundaries of 

the North J\£rican '!'beater of Operations will be as shcnm on the 

adjacent map. 

2. On February 8, JJ ~ bor.bers escorted by 18 fighter planes 

successfUlly attacked the cnoey airdrom at Gabes and destroyed, in 

aerial combat, 18 {probably 19) en0"1)' aircratt . Four of our bombers 

and one fighter plano were shot dcnm . Fort;y-twe B-17' s end 24 

f ighter planu, attacld.ng the shippiz18 and dock installations at 

Sousse with 90 tons of bo~:~bs, obtained hits on two meey veeoel s, 

the docks and seaplane base, and probably destroyed two attacl<ine 

·~LCR£4 
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enOJIIY fignter s . Enemy troops and transportat ion t en miles east 

or Faid were naw.mered by US attacks involving a total of 72 dive 

bocbers and 46 Spitfires. '!'ll'enty- four US fignter pl anes were dis­

pstcned to attack tna enemy landing gr<>Und at Kebill (ooutbem 

Tunieie) . Allied f i gnter cr oft also !lew reconnaiosances in the 

Sened-l!aknassy area where OnOJIIY t rMsportation """ attacked . 

APRICAli-WJlllLE EASTEml THEATER 

On February 8, 15 B-241 s of the llinth Air Force dropped over 

.30 tons or bonbe on 11cssina Harbor . One enenzy- airplane """ claimed 

as deotroyed. 

ASIATIC THEATER 

On February 8, twelvo B- 2u ' s , operating from Gaya and Pandee-

veswar, bombed railroad installationa at Rangoon . Six other neavy 

bombers, unsuccessfUl in an attack on the dock area there, shot down 

one of six intercepting anomy planes . TlfO of <Nr bonbers were 

damaged. 

PACIFI C AJID SOUTI!iiEST PACIFIC AREAS 

1 . In his operations sumary for the 24- h<Nr period endi.njl 

l JOO CCT, Fobroary 8 , Goneral J.lacArthur reports that Allied patrols 

in the Wau area attacked toward the east supported by artillery. 
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All.1ed air att.acke were mde on Finschhafen, Kahlli, lllbo, 

end Dobo, where 1!) Allied aircr&!t 11\lcceeded in wrecldnj; throe­

fourths Of the tQwn , Two OnG"'Y airerllf't were deotreyad on the 

ground. 

A raid by one enO"'Y airplane on lle.raulro did no d4maso. 

2. On February 6, )2 US &irplanes, unsuccees.!'ul in an at to~ 

to locate an eneQY ou.rfau foru, pounded J.»nd.a • 

In the g.row>d !i&htiJl& on Cl:edalconal the advance ot our 

two to.rces, one nort.hout ti"OII 1'1ti and t.i'.e ot.hl!.r northwest ti"OII 

t.ho 11no or t.ho lbaSMi R1•or, ancounte.red scattered and weak enooor 

ruistance, the Japane se .ret.reatin~ ..menever presoure ...., applied . 

Tho advance or our units on t.ho east WM assisted b'f I!Upporting 

naval gunfire . 

Late on February 9 tho two pincer forces Jr.nde contact at 

Capo Esperance and eomplotod the destruction of organized ono"'Y 

resistance on OUadaleanal . 

) . 'l'bo liar Depcart:oont in!...,.,d Oene.ral Hanoo t.hat a Britieh 

order in Council baa l>Hn issued extending to all eolonLal depend­

encies, includl..n& Tonga, the V1aiting Farces Act (USA) of A~J~~Uot 

6, 191>2, which recosnbaa US eourt.--.rtial juriadiction over our 

ara8d force• in Fiji and Tonga. 
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WESTERN IIEIIISPI£RE 

DireQtivoo were issued for tl>! 1110vemont of the Headqll4rtoro 

IV Corpa ll'o10 C...p Beauregard, Louisiana, to Fort Lcwia , ITaohizll!tonl 

of the Headquarters II Corpe h'OCl Fcrt Lewis, lfaahington, to the 

Desert Trainirc Centor at Caq> Young, Calitornia; and or the !ltad­

quartors IV ~ed Corps from Caq> Young, Calitomia, to C.,.:> 

Campbell, Kentucky; all for ponnanent change of station. 

NOR'l'H AFRICAN TllEATER 

On Febru&17 7, US bomer and fish tor aircraft twice succeos-

1\>lJ.y att&Ql<ed the E1=s airdroc::e and the seaplane base at Cagliari, 

Sardinia. Hita ftre oba..,....,d on t."" airdrooe, hangars, diapenal 

areaa and lll:lOfll the buildings; larr,o tires were started. At loMt 

frur ono"')' planes ""ro deatrO>Wd. That night, I'Tellington bonbere 

also pounded airdranes on Sardinia , !:n""'Y l.!!l-109 ' • b01:1bed our 

airfield at l'ouks Les Bains, destroying """ diYe-boci>er on tho 

an Allied oonvoy in the lloditerranean ahot down one enq< plano and 

broke up the attempted attock. 

AFRICAli-JaDDLE EASTER!J TllEATF.R 

Twenty B-2u's of tho !11nth Air Force, in two .U..sions nown 

February 7, dropped 45 tona ot bo~ on the harbor at l<oplea, scoring 

hite on IIOlae, qu~, and aotor vusele. 
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PACIFIC AIID SOlJ'l'F!II'EST PACIFIC AREAS 

lh 1\l.a operations '"""''u-y !or tM 24-hour period enclire 1.)00 

OCT, FebJ'\l&ry 6, Oonorol llac.Arthur reporta that o! the cnezv air­

craft att&cld.zr. our installationa at 'll'au, 26 (probab:cy 39 ) were 

destrO)"'d 111th lose o! onl,y one Allied light bo10ber, reported 

adss111! after an attock on anoJliY ground positions in the area. 

• other Allied planes harassed Rabnul, Lao , Kahili, and lluka, and 

set n $00-ton ship afire nt f'i.ruochha!en . An Allied ! i ghtor plano 

intercepted and shot dcMn an Onc:t\' bo:iber on a reconnaissance 

masion over Danrin . 

On FobJ'\lary 7, our ground forces encountered stronc opposi­

tion southlut ot the airctrore at 'l'lau. Single B-24•a on 

roconnaissanco bombed one"'Y'"held villages in western flew Ouinea 

and tho Aroe Islands . An RAAF lbdoon o!tectivoly straJ'ed two 

luggers of! sa1thern Celebes. 
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NORTH APRICA.N TI£A nR 

• .A" :rra;.t; 
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On February 6 Bri t1ah uni to &tter ld thdrawing !'rom Djebel 

J.ianaour, reorganized on a ucnorl\l line two miles to the northwest. 

The enemy ou!fored )00 caaualtioa in his attacks on tho Djobol 

llanoour area, February 4 and !i. A French raid in the Djebel T<>.~Ua 

area (ten llliles oaot ot Reba&) captured .)0 prioonoro. 

'll'eathar hao cont.i."DJed to eurtaU air activity. On Fobru&%7 7 

llalta- baoed Spittiros dao~d ·a O.n>!lll tr~ plane over Lam­

poduaa. 

PACIFIC AND sotmr.m!T PACIFIC AREAS 

Our troops near Titi han .. tabliohed theiOBelves in st~ 

positions and all ins tallations hAve been moved f orward . On 

February 6 our outposts wero oporatin& !iOO ;yards nortmroat ot 

•• Jt.arovovo ltission. On the northwest coast <>.1r fore~• have advanced 

to the line of tho Umaani River, li llilea """t of the Baneai River. 

Genaral l!a.nlcn ....-.riud the ground actinty oo OUadalcanal 

over the peri<xl Jamary 16 to )l b7 stating that L, OOO Japo had 

been Jdlled and lO!i eaptur.d, our own eaaualties over the period 

being 169 killed, 390 ""'ndod, and five ci.Dsl.n&. 
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In a supplo::>entary report on the atteek by US 9-17•s on fl>den, 

Qenoral Eaker states thet of 50 or """ eno"U' planes intercepting 

this formation 25 (probably))} were destroyed . Four of our B-17 '• 

were shot down by ono"U' aircraft an<l one waa lost from unknown causes . 

I:OR1'!1 AFRICAI, 'lliEATllR 

Enom;y attacks on Febnary 5 forced tho British units which hed 

been holding Djobol llanaour to withdraw. ()l the n1(;11~ of February 5-6 

·- aircraft, probably torpedo bombers. ett.e=pted to attock an 

Allied convoy near Ugiora. Incl-nt woatbor Cl'for the battla ar~ 

seriously restricted fUrther air activity. 

ASIA TIC THEA T£R 

On February 4 and 5 US bomber an<l tighter aircraft of the Tenth 

Air Foree r epeatedly secured direct hits on tho one:oy rail""Y bricls• 

.~ at 11)1.tnge (south Of itan<l&lay), &n<l pounded the ene!ll)" llnoS of COCI-

liUnieation 1n Central eun..t, blockinc a railroad and doatrO)'in1 enO>O" 

oootor transportation n-.r ltenctung. 

PACIFIC ~~ SOUTKHEST PACIFIC ARSA$ 

In his operation& aw:mary tor the 24-hour period ending UOO, OCT, 

Febnoary 5, General ll&cArthur reports thal. Allied patrol activity it 
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increasins .,..r 'llllu. Allied airorart. pounded tho airdroaea at Rabaul, 

&~tacked ah1ppinc at. A>lbon, wboro a lO,OOG-t.on uanopor~ •• hit. and 

loft bur nine and five 1nt.or cept.1Dfl Zer os doeuo)'Od, and a at !ire to 

buildingo and &::l:!Uni.Uon dw.p:l at Dobo (.lr .. Ia . ) . A US boavy bOOiber 

.tllle en a reconnaisaanco lld.ssion at.tack:ed a~ eank a 11000-ton vessel 

near Talasoa (Now Britain) . Lieht raids were carr ied out on villa&•• 

on the nortboastem ecaet or New Guinea and on Ola::at.a (Sew Britain)// 
'I 
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On Fobruary 4, our weath•r airplAne ehot down an eneey Uoro 

over ltieka, Tho eame ~, ooro than eleven tons of bozrbo wore 

dropped on I'Grbor installations at ltieka by our heavy Md CIOdiluo 

bo.bors. 

US ant.jaircr&i't art.illsry fired at a Geman bomber ovor IcollUld 

on February 4. 

NORTH AFRICAII THEA tEll 

Ql February 4, Britioh unite held Djebol L!ansow- (sout.heut. 

ot Bou Arada) which had been captured tho pro'lious day by paradlut.e 

troops. Our troope withclre1r .!'roll their positions at Station da 

So ned. 

In three attack• by US bombore and t'ight ..rs on ene"')' airdroi!!Oo 

near Oabee, 25 (probably 37) of the inter<:epting eno"')' planoa wore 

doetrO)'ed; one of ou.r 11-17's and two P-38•a ware shot down while 

tour P-38•a..,.. reported I:!Ueine. llediua bollber-s att.acl<ec! the 

docb at Biurt.e tho night or robruary 4-? with high exploei ... a 

anc! incond.iar1es. Three Spitfiroo 'll'lll'S ehot down cllring encountara 

over tho forward """""• during which one or t wo enemy airplanoa wore 

deatroyoc! , 

1::neov air at tacko on Souk El Arbo .._re prevented by Allied 

!18htere; two out ot five eneq planea approaching Bone n rc ahot 

~ by crounc1 tire. 
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AFRICAN-IIIDDLE !lAS'l'ERtl THEATER 

On February J, B-24 ' • of the llinth Air Force twice attacked 

the shipping and harbor installations at Palermo, whore an 8,000-

10,000 ton motor vessel waa hit. other heavy bolll:>ere attacked 

llesoina. All aircraft returned safely. 

ASIA T!C THEATER 

On February 1, seven B-24 ' • operating fro:n Pandevaswar, India, 

attacked enOIIIY docks and shipping at Rangoon. 

PACIFIC AliD SOUT!f,\'EST PACIFIC AREAS 

1 . In his operations swnmary for the 24-hour period ending 

1JOO OCT, February 4, General ll.ac.Arthur reports a succession of 

Allied air attacks against L8e airdr"""'. l!inor bombing attacks 

Wllro made on ground targets in the loh1bo area, on a village in tho 

Tani.mbar Islands and on airdromes near Rabaul, 088<1ata, and cape 

Gloucester. One B-17 rode a direct hit on a 1,000-ton eltenor cargo 

ship near Arawe (li011' Britain}. 

2. On February u, our troops on northllllstcrn Guadalcanal., 

overcoming light resistance, advanced about 1 , 000 yards beyond the 

Bonegi River . Our troope at Titi hava oncountorad resistanca fro:n 

a strongly organ.izod enenor force estimated at 1,000 ""'". A lone 

B-17 bo:lbod Kah1li. 

&6£9§1 ----
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l. Oenenl lllclcner reports that Amchitka '084 being attacked 

by e~ plano• en February 5 (OCT) . 

2. Tlw Arr::ry Ground For<:ea iaaued directives .for the conatitu-

tion and activation on February lS or tho lleadquarters o.f tho XV 

Corps at C&q> Beauregard, LouisianA. 

EUlllPEIJI THEATER OF OP!RATIO!IS (L&SS TORCII) 

~ l"ebru&%"7 h, despite overcaat weather, intense cold and 

peraietant atteJOpt.e at interception by .,.IIY fighters, JJ hea"'7 

ba:t>ero troa the ~th Air Foree s\ICceeded in bolli>ing E:oden with 

unobserved results. or other bolli>ara despatched on attack miaaiona, 

oil!ht jettieonod their beebe over Cormany Md 21 were forced t o 

r eturn because of frozen equipmont; five are ..., :ret unr11ported. 

liOR'lll A1RICAN OP!!:RA TIO!iS 

~ February ) , ""eDI.Y forces operatU. in the l':ebir River valle7 

northeast ot Robaa broke orr cmtact and withclrelr talnu'd Pant ~ 

Falul. All .UUod JBrachute battalion captured Djebel llallllour (seven 

lllileo ooutheaat ot Bou Arada) but tho oitua tion ro&lting !rom 

~ the nil!ht ot Pebruary 2-3, Britieh boabers rroa ll&lta llinod 

the entriUICI to Stax harbor and attacked e11810' inotallationa in 
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Siel.ly. US aircro.tt, on Jl'ebNt.ry ) , attacked BU.arte, the airdro.,. 

at Oabes, the aircr..rt escort ot t'*'O' al\ipping between 'l'll.nUiA 

and Si~ 1 and eno~ey road and roibfay bridges, tanka ..,d vehicles 

north o! Uaknaaoy. In tho attendant air combats six (probably 

nine) OMII(Y aircr..rt were destroyed tor a lose of five of 011r planes, 

other air attacks were mde on one"'Y ground targets . Enell(Y' aircr4tt 

bo::bed two of our airdrcnea , destro;ri.nS t"" Spit!iree on tho ground, 

and intercepted an Allied rooonnaiasance !orstion near J(airQ!an; 

cne or cur reconnaissance planu crashed and three are reported aa 

lliaoing. 

ASIATIC TI!EATER 

On February 2, five of Oonerel Bieoell 'o P- 401 s destroyed two 

OnOI:IY )" antioircra.ft gun positions and bJrnod tan Japanooe groundod 

airplanes at Kongtuns (Central Burma). 

PACIFIC AND SOU'Dil!EST PACIFIC AR!lAS 

OUr ground forces oa 0\ladele&ll&l, assisted by e!fecti ... fire 

troa US naval cro.tt, hove occupied t ho heJ.ehta north of the lloneci 

River end have captured ~t MCW>to at ODeJIIY war r.atarial, 

including a largo 11>bilo machine ehop in excellant condition. 

Four "'"diUlll bomber• oocartod by ten !1&Jlter aircraft attacked 

llunda w1 th unobserved relllllto. A B-17 on roconn.aiosanco shot down 

one of three attacking Zeros, but ouffered considerable damage. 
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NORTH AFRICAN OPERATIONS 

1. On February 2 tbe ene"'Y forces opposing the British in the 

hille south of Bou Arada were driven back ot tlro points, Faid and 

two passes in the bills to the south thereof ..,.., still in en&m)' 

bends, rut Station de Senod was captured by US troops. 

There was considerable air activity over the conbat zone . 

~ US B-25'• and B-261e attacked Sfax airdrome and dostroyed four on~ 

.) planee on the field; ono of our bomers wss lost. other med:lum 

bombers escorted by fighters destroyed seven (probably eight) of 

the 21 airplanes covering an enomy convny; one P- )6 crashed into 

the sea. In other aerial comata invol v1ng so:ne 40 US and 48 ene"'Y 

aircraft 11 of our planes were either shot down or are missing; four 

en<IJlY airplanes were destroyed. An ene"'Y ammmition dump east of 

Faid wss exploded by US l!gbt bombers and fighters . 

'!< Ene"'Y aircraft operated against Allied shipping between 

J Algiers and Bone and also ballbod several of our airdro:nes and the 

harbor at Bone. Ene"'Y air transport operations between Sardinia 

and Tunisia continued. 

2. After an exchange of views with General Eisenhower, the 

War Gepartment notified hio that,on each convny leav1ng t he US for 

North Africa , it will reserve 25,000 ship tons of space to be used 

!or military equipmont for French ground, air and naval forces as 

thie equi pment becomes availabl e . 
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PACIFIC AUD SOUTIW:ST PACIFIC AREAS 

1. ~neral Harmon reports that on February 1, J3 US aireral't 

attacked a trmsport, a destroyer, and a corvette north o! N"" 

~orgia, scoring too hits ll1 th 1 ,000 lb. bombs and one nth a tor­

pedo on the transport, and t"" hits with 500 lb. bombs on the 

destroyer. All three veasels were left burning. Of ten intercepting 

~ Japanese airplanes, !ive were shot down nth loss of three US air-

j planes. 

-. 
) 

Forty-one Allied airplsnea, attacking four eneey destrayars, 

sank two and set !ire to a third. Of 40 intercepting Zeros, two 

were shot down; throe All:led aircraft are m1ss1ng . 

Nine B-17 ' s nth ~hter eacort made three hits on a large 

transport of! Sbortland Islsnd. Four other B-17's bombing shipping 

at Bu.in wore attacked by 20 Zeros; three B-17'• nre.lost. 

On February 2, B-17'• and fighter a1rcral't, attae~ 

shipping in the Shortland area set afire a largo cargo ship near 

Ballale and shot doll!'l nine (probably ten} of 20 intercepting eneey 

plsnes. All of our aircraft returned. Our fighter aircral't alao 

attacked """ enCQY l andi:ng boats on the northern coast or Ouadalcanal. 

2. On February 1 a battalion combat team of the US 132d Infan­

try with destroyer escort landed unoppoeod at Verahue (south of tho 

woat ond or Ouadalcanal} and, moving north along the coast aga.inst 

alight ll!lO!IQ' resistance, on February 2, secured the small village 

SEAMii;.-
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ot Titi at tbe northweot tip of the l.aland where it 1a establ1oh1nc 

ito base . On tbe out coaat our torceo are cont~ their ad­

vanca northw'arda after aortenin& up ono"'Y otrong points with heavy 

and sccurate artillery ru>d mortar !ire, Our advanced units crooaed 

tho Bonogi River on February 2. 

J . In h1a operaUone 8Ullltlll7 tor tho 24- hour period encll.ng 

e ]JOO OC7, February 2, Oeneral llac:Arthur reports that in aegrt88ive 

O petrol actinty, Allied unite k:1llod SO to liJ Japaneae near 11"au. 

!lear P.abaul, abc B-17'e lllde _, etrective dawn attack en \'unak.anau 

11nd Rapopo <drdro:ooa, .,.,. B-24 on reconnaissance etroctively 

-0 

II&Chine-gunned tbna 100tor barges, each losded with about 7$ Jepen-

eae, and another hit a small cargo eh1p. In other attacko, Allied 

aircraft haraased ene"')' positions in tho Ulbo area, started exten­

oive tire• on Toeol (Kn.i Ie.) and bombed ene"')' store• near Kaukonau 

(I:Utch N..,. Guinea) . 
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Incrnol.ng enall\Y air activity haa been reparted by our forces 

in Al.aalca . After the attack on Amchitka, February 1, •illllt to ten 

al.ngle noat mo~ey fiGhter plnnaa wore observed over Constantine 

Harbor. Our waathor plane 1 reconnoitering the outer IJ.autiane, 

repart&d that it waa attacked by tivo ene.v Zeros near lloltt Bq, 

Att\1. 

The tirat atta:apt to ronoat the "111ddleton• wus \miiUcceaatlll. 

The rains are a1owina tho c:>C)'Ut.Nc tion ot t.he f14lbtcr a trip on 

.lloclti tlca • 

NORTH AFRICAN OPERA TIOI:S 

Q'l February 1 an attack by tho US &r~:~ored col= noar Faid 

oado littl e progreas . Th1o toroo reports thet their artUlery, 

the previ""" ~. deotr<zyed 22 eneav tanka . Our Umk loso """ al.x. 

Patrols trom the other two .....,.ed columa have made contact north-

w .. t ot llalcnaasy. In central Tllniaia, near Sidi Said, tho Britiah 

)6th Brigade, countar--.ttacJdnl, restored tho criginal linea. On 

tho other portiana of t.he tront acthUy cooaiatcd chiefly or 

Allied reconn&iasanceo cui r&iclini lliasiana. 

'l'!Je coaund post of t ho Britiah First Ar!ltf opened at Tobe81a, 

Fobr\lary 1 . 

US B-17'• and P-JB•a, attacking shippinG in the harbor of Tunic, 
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set thrae vessels &tire o.nd deot,..,.d nine (probably e1eTOn) ot 

the intercept~ ene~~~r &1rcratt. One •!lying fortress• waa loot 

and one """ aovorel;y d.IJM&ed. !lear l.!aknaas;y l2 US fighter aircratt 

attacked an enemy !Ol'Dl$t10n ot 2L JU-87 ' • escor ted by l S ME-109's 

wh.ich ""re bombing and otratins our ground troop<~ . In the reeultina 

engagement thrae (probabl;y five) JU-87'• nre destro)'ed and two ot 

our fighters ......., lost. US f:lihtar planes, operating in eupport of 

ground operations, euceentllll7 attacked vehicle conc<r~tratiana near 

hid. On the night ot Fobn~ar;y l~ , nine mdim:l bcai>are he&vi.l7 

dlulaged ElJ:as airdr<>M, Sardini&. 

PACIFIC AIID saJTHIEST PACI7IC AREAS 

In his operation• wmar;y tor the 2L-hour period end.ins lJO(l 

OCT, FebnJar;y 1 , Oanoral IJ&cArthur reports that Allied patrol 

act ivit;y is contiroing near Wau. llaey tiNa ware started at 

Lalcunai and Rapopo airdr<>Ma (Rabaul) b;y our B-17 ' •• and soall­

acale air attacl:o wro carried aut by illied planes on the Finaeh­

haten and Cape Gloucester airfield& and oo eneey :l.rurt&l.latiana noar 

lllbo. 
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WESTER!/ HE!IISPfiERE 

Dlot.A88IPID 
OSD Lotter, 5-S-71 

Two Japanese float-monoplanao bombed US ahipp1nu 1n Constantino 

Harbor, Amcbitka, February 1. 

NORTH AFRICAN OPERATIONS 

On January .)1 tbree US armored col umns, advancing from the vicinity 

of Oafsa, attacked Station de Sened and Faid, cut t~e Sidi-Bou- Zid­

IJaknA&sy road, and advanced on l!aknAsey. Prepared enemy positions aod 

stiff r esistance have held up our f orces in tbe vicinity or F~id. 

t1orth of Pichon eneey forces have established themselves on tho 

crest of Djebel OUsselst. 

In Central TUnisia tbe British )6th Drigade r epulsed two enemy 

infantry and tank a t tacks near Sidi Said, lceing some ground but de-

stroying six enemy tanks. 

On t ho nieht of Jaouary )0-)l, .Ulied air plsnes bombed enemy 

railroad i nstallsti ona east of l.!aknAssy, strafed enemy tanks east o! 

Faid, and attacked other tarcets i n tbe enemy-held area. Sixteen 

enemy ai.rcra!t bombed Bono . The next day the attack on Bone was 

repeated, three of the enemy planes being shot daon b)' Spitfires. '1\oo 

Spitfi.res were destroyed on the ground . US bcabers set aircraft afire 

at tbe Gabes airdro:ne, scored hits on the shipping and h:lrbor instal­

lotions at Bizort.o and shot down l5 (probably 18) enemy plsnos. 
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DIOLASSIPIIII 
OlD Lotter, C-S-?t 

Ptvo US fighter aircraft and one ·~ng fortress• are llliool.nfl, 

Thirteen llediUJII bombers attacked Trapt.ni aird.roce, Sicily, tho 

oight or January Jl-rebruny l . 

AFRICAN-MIDDLE EASTERN THEATER 

On J&nuary Jl aircraft or tho llinth Air Force ouccossfully 

carried out two bombins lllioolon• on tho train ferry terminal at 

)lessina, durin6 Which aiJrt.eon s-U.•o dropped )6 tons or bo=ha. 

Ul our aircraft returnee! aatol7. 

P!CIFIC U'D SOU!IfAES'f PACIFIC ARF•S 

l. In his operations IUti:IOry for tho 24-hour period end.ing 

1)00 OCT, January Jl, General IIOCArthur reports that Allied patrol• 

operated near '1\au; our artillery in the area ohelled Wandut:li 

village . US and RMF bo~:~bers attacked shipping at Rabaul, ~ak 

and Ambon, and enelll)' aircl.r....,e at Penfoei {T!Jcor) and Capo Oloucootor • 

RUF .1.-20•• pounded Ol\O>Q' pos1t1onl near J.Nbo. 

2, Coneral Han.on•o operation~ report for Ja.nuary Jl d01cribea 

two attacks on Vila aircl.rcaa by •~nP• •fl1inc tortre .. as•, each or 

which dropped more than tore ten a ot bolbo; an &I:ZIIWl1 tion d~ wu 

believed bit . 

On Guodalc:anal, our sround forces have encounter ed or&o.nlud 

rosiatanco alona the Bonogl River (nat ot Kokumbona) . 
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NORTH AFRICAN OPERATIONS 

~u&l7 30_ an en~ force coq>rioill! at least on Wantry 

battalion eupported by ort.1llery and tanka captured !'aid and _,_ 

timed ito 1*\ltration to the nat and aouth. 

IIM"7 .UU.d air attaclca ware .. de on a stetian north of Gaboa 

tW-irl! which oiaht (probably tnlva) of !itteen attaclciz1; 8'\cn)' 

pleneo wore deotroyod with a looo o! tour P-J61 a, on FerryvUlo 

docks and alt1ppiz1;, on Bizerto and on trattic aloog reads in enCtV 

territory. 

An attack by five ene::v a1rpl.anea on Bone did no da=Aao. 

All Britioh, Aller1can and French land toreea eaat ot a line 

~ g8'1orell7 acuth !roa Bone (exclua1To) are under operational 

c01211&11d of tho British First J.rtrq, co..,.,..d being exercised through 

the Br1t1ah V Corps, t he French Ccrpe, and the American II Corpe. 

Oaneral Biaoell reported on J.,uazy 27 three o!!ena1Te air 

lliaeicno <llrina which the reilroad ,.arda, loCOQI)thea and rolling 

otock at Nal>a (narth o! Katha) nre dam.oaod by bombs and .. china 

gun !ire from t'IIO 1110dium bombers and oJ.aht fighter airplanes, tho 

railrcod near lle&a Ulii!UCooast'ully boal>od., and the brici&o near 

Shaaaup aerioualy dama&ed by tour fiahter airplanes which boal>od. 

and atrarad that town. 
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SECRLP 
DIOLA881Pflll 

OlD Letter, &-S-78 

PACI7IC .um SCRll'l!IIEST PACI7IC -'R!AS 

1. In hia auaer,r o! opera tiona tor tho 2L- hour period on~ 

1)00 OCT, January JO, General W.o.Arthur reports that a ot.rong ono"')' 

force, estimated to be a rog1Jaont, ntt.<t.eked the Allied position at 

Wau (thirty miles oouthweat ot S#lamaua) shortly before down. By 

noon t.he Japanese bad been ropulood leaving 2$0 dead, 1nclu~ 

their rogioental eomandor; J.llied lossea '"'re ~bt. US B-17' s 

attacked shippi.q: at Rabaul, obta1nin(! hit.<t. on an en""'f vo .. al 

and shore 1nstallat1ane. A B-24 ocarod poobable hits an a sull 

eneo;y transport 1n Open ~. lin Britain. Othe.r J.llied a1r attacla! 

'"'re carried out against Lao, lalbo and 1n support or ground opere-

tiono noar Wau. 

2 . On January JO Allied air attecka on llundo continued, OCIDII 

tAn tCliUI o! boclbs being dropped. The ground advance on O\lada1canal 

continued slowly. 

J. Canton Island wu shelled tor 27 llinutos b7 two on""'' 

oubarines ~ the oarl.Jr 110m~ hours ot Jamar,r )0. llo dame• 

to buU~a <r caaualtiea reault.d altboucJ> two hito nro aeored 

<11 the "Prerldont Tl;ylor• grounded no ar t!1o channel entrance. 
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