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CENEZAL

Tha War Department instructed all concerned that military perscnnel,
when prisoners of war in the hands of the enemy, are prohibited from
making announcements, transmitting messages, or makinpg use of enamy
vireless broadcasting systems for any purpose whatscever. It is pointed
out that such broadecasts, used fer propaganda purposes by the enemy, can
not be relied upon by next of kin and frequently &re found to be in-

sccurete and unreliable.

1. The weather plane, reconnolitering Eiska on February 27, bombed
and machine gpunned enemy barges in Chichagef Harbor. ILater six D-24's
and six B-25's, escorted by four fighter planes, attacked the main camp
area at Kiska and vicinity dropping 21 tons of heavy bombs from 7,000
feet altitude. Results were uncbserved due to intervening clouds. No

enemy aircraft were cbserved nor antiaircraft fire encountered.

2. Directives were issued for the movement of the 33rd Infantry
Division and the artillery of the IX Corps from Ft. Lewis, Washington,

to the desert tralning center at Camp Young, California.

2] N THEAT,

A further report on the raid of our heavy bombers apalnst Wilhelmshaven,

February 26, discloses that more than 124 tons of high explosives were
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dropped on the submarine yards and 21 (probably 27) of the intercepting
enemy fighters destroyed.

On February 26, 76 Spitfires of the US 8th Air Force escorted RAF
bombers in their raids on Dunkirk. On February 27, 24 US Spitfires

repeated this misaion, No contact with the enemy was reported.

j THEATES

0;1 Fet’zmar,r 27 in northern Tunlsia the enemy contlinued his un-
coordinated attacks south of Cape Serrat, southwest of Mateur (where
he made some progress towards Baja), and south of Medjez-el-Dab where
his advance has been held,

During the past week 53 Allied and 45 Axis airplanes have been
reported destroyed in this theater,

On February 26 two large formations of enemy air transports, in-
cluding a few G-englned airplanes arrived in Tunisia. On February 27

British Valta-based Spltfires successfully bombed the power station

. and seaplane base at Syracuse,

RICAN=3 5 _EASTERN

The War Department has approved the removal from Eritrea of all of
the Services of Supply activities of the African-liddle Eastern Theater,

with the exception of the radlo communications system,

TIC i T

2k
Four P-40's operating from Chinese bases on February 2# attacked
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enemy airficlds and transportation in Burma and Western China,

On February 27, P-40's operating fron Dinjan attacked an onemy-
held town four miles southeast of Myitlgrina, setting a warehouse and
fuel and ammunition dumps afire. The same day fowr 3-24's operating
from India, made four hits with 500-1b. demolition bombs on a 7,000-ton

enemy vessel south of Moulmein. When last seen the buming ship was

being abandoned,

In his operations summary for the 24-hour pericd ending 1300 oCT,
February 27, Gemeral MacArthur reports that four B-25's attacked enemy
barges aml willages near Lae.

During the month ending February 24, 660 Japanese were killed and

73 taken priscner near Buna and in the area to the north thersof.

On February 27 fourteen A-24 dive-bombers, escorted by 17 fighter
aircraft, attacked an enemy cargo ship and two corvettes three miles
off the northeast tip of Vella la Vella. The carge ship and cne
corvetie were hit and set afire; throe of our fighter planes are missing
and two others collided. Seventeen A-24's and 15 fighter aircraft
attacked Munda, starting fires; all of the planes on this mission re-
turned safely. w&f the target area had been made {rom a
Havy patrol airplane and developed in the air; the best targets were

.

then radiced to the attacking ai.rurart.__
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NESTERN HEMISPHERE

The Secretary of War directed General DeWitt to issue from the
Headquarters of the Western Defense Commend an anncuncement that in
response to a request from the War Menpower Commission to make more
manpower available in Pinal, Oraham, and a portion of Maricopa
Counties, Arizona, by the use of Japanese labor in the hervesting of
the long-staple cotton crop, the VWar Department has decided that the
military situation will permit the relocation of the Japanese exclusion
line conformably. OCeneral DeWitt, acknowledging receipt of these in-
structions, states that he expects to announce the change in the line

about March 3.

EURCPEAN THEATER

1. On February 26, 60 B-17's and 9 B-24's, without fighter

support, made & daylight attack on the enemy submarine yards at

Wilhelmshaven. Although heavy antiaircraft and enemy fighter resist-
ance were encountered fair results were obtained. Five BE=17's and

two B=24's are missing,

2. On February 27,at about 1500,48 B-17's and 1§ B-24's of our
8th Alr Force, with British fighter support, attacked the snemy port
installations at Brest, The antiaircraft fire and enemy fighter
resistance encountered were light, and reports imdicate that good

results were obtained., All of our bombers returned salely.
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HORTH N 1y

On February 26 enemy infantry and tanks attacked scuthwest from
Mateur but failed to sustain their effert. The enegy also launched
converging attacks scuthwest from Goubellat and northwest from Hou
Arada; although some initial success was gained the enemy withdrew.

In these actions the Axis lost 400 prisoners and nine tanks. In the
Kasserine region our patrols encountered much enemy mining but reached
Thelepte and the outskirts of Sbeitla with little or no active oppo-
sition.

18 B-17's, unescorted, attacked enemy shipping near the Aeclian
Islands and 20 others dropped 48 tons of bombs on Cagliari and the
Elmas alrdrome; one large enemy merchant vessel was set afire, While
British fighters in Tunisia attacked enemy transports and flew
offensive patrols in the Medjez-el-Bab area, destroying enemy vehicles
and 2 gun position, their Malta-based aircralt contimued to furmish
effective support by harassing enemy installations in Sieily and
southern Italy. During the day five enemy planes were destroyed [or

an Allled loss of six British fighter aircraft,
CAN: EEN TH

General Brereton reports that on February 25 and 26, planes of
the US 9th Alr Force attacked enemy installations and transportation

in and near Arram (four miles southeast of Mareth).

 v——
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In his operations summary for the 24-hour period ending 1300 CCT,
February 26, General MacArthur reports that six of our B-17's in a pre-
dawn attack on shipping and the airdrome at Wewak hit a 5,000-ton cargo
ship and destroyed at least one enemy airplane on the field., Other
B-17's and B-24's, unable to locate a reported enemy cenvey, bombed the
Casmats and Lae airdromes, Allied lipht bombers continued their low-

level attacks on coastal areas in the vicinity of Salamaua.
FACIFIC THEATEN

On February 25, our B=24's carried out harassing missions against
the Kahili and Faisi areas. On February 26, a weather-mission Hudson
bombed Munda while returning from the Buin area. A fighter sweep over

KEahili by 26 US fighter airplanes was uneventful.
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WESTERN HENTSPHERE

8ix B-2Li's and five B-25's; escorted by fiphter aircraft,
attacked thes ensmy irstallsations at Kiska on February 25. One of
oy heavy bosbers,; with two of its motors put out of action by
antisireraft fire, crash-landed at Amchitka. No enemy aireraft

wore chearved.
EUROFEAN THEATER

An unidentifisd airplans was observed over Iceland on

February 25,

HORTH AFRICAN THEATER

On February 25 an attack by our armered troops and the Grenadier
Guards cleared the Kasserine pass of enemy forees, ad by evening
our unita held the southeastern approach to the gap. Enemy artillery
fire; mines and booby traps delayed our advance. The enemy appears
to be withdrawing his forces in this region, whils elsevhare in
Tundsia he is on the defensive. The US $th Division is now comcen—
trating near Tebessa.

OQur B-17's, escorted by P-30's, bombed Bizerte, this attack
being repeated by British Wellingtons that night. Enemy alreraft
engaged In their usual reconnaissance and transport flights and
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carried out ground-strafing missions in the areas southwest of Beja
and Maedjez-el-Bab. During the day three (probably six) enemy planes
were shot down for an Allied loss of four fighter planes.

During the night of February 2),-25 and the following day,
British Malta-based aircraft cooperated by attacking railroad trans-
portation and other targets in Italy and Sicily. One (probably two)
enemy merchantmen were sunk,and two others as well as & destroyer

were hit,

AFRICAN-NIDDLE EASTERN THEATER

8ix of the nine B-2li's which left their base near Benghazi to
attack Naples dropped 16 tons of heavy demolition bembs on the
Vittorio Emarmele Mole and the wharves and adjacent areas during
daylight of February 25. Dummy fires were seen 25 miles from the
city, One of our B-2l's, bombirg the alternate target, Crotone,

hit the quay and railroad feeding it. All of our airplanes returned.

ASIATIC THEATER

On February 26, five of General Bissell's P-Lj0's harassed the
enemy's lines of comminications in North Burma and eight B=2l's
again attacked the Wyltnge bridpge south of Mandalay tut failed to

hit it.
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SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATER

In his operations summary for the 2l-hour period ending 1300
GCT, February 25, General MacArthur reports that six B=-1T's attaclked
airdromes and ghipping at Rabanl, while single B-2li's hombed the
airdromes at Cape Tloucester and Gasmata as well as a ship at Alexis-
hafen, near Madang. Six A-20's bombed and machine-gunnad enemy-<held
points in the Salamaua area. Shipping and other activitles were
reported at Wewak and neighboring points on the north coast of lew

fuinea.
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NORTH AFRICAN THEATER

During the night of February 23-2; an enemy force attacked in
the vicinity of Cusseltia, but passed to the defensive. At night-
fall on February 2L our patrols were in contact with the enamy at
the nartiwest end of the Kasserine pass.

During this day the Allied air force kept the enemy in the
Oafsa-Feriana-Kasserine and the Sbeitla-Kairouan areas under repeated
heavy attacks. Thirteen B-26's bombed the El Aocuina airdrome at Tunis
claiming many hits on dispersed aircraft; our fighters and light
bombers were also active in the Medjegz-el-Bab-—Mateur area, The
enemy continued his usual transpert and reconnalssance missions,
and also made one heavy air attack northeast of Beja. In the day's
operations nine (probably eleven) enemy aircraft were shot down with

loss of six Allied airplanes.

AFRICAN-MIDDOLE EASTERN THEATER

Two heavy daylight attacks were made on February 23 on Messina
harbor and ferry station by B-2li's of the 9th Air Force which
dropped a total of more than I0 tons of large bombs. Hits were
secured on the farry slips, along the docks, and probably on one
enemy vessel. One Messersehmitt fighter was shot down. All our

airplanss returned safely.
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On February 2L, US medium bombers dropped over 12 tons of bombs
on Arram (four miles southeast of Mareth), while British bombers
attacked Mareth and Oabes with 11l tons of explosives. Observations
of the results of these attacks were hindered by cloud formations,

Nine B-2li's bombed Waples with unreported results.

ASTATIC THEATER

1. On Pebruary 2l, P-li0's operating from Dinjan successfully
attacked another bridge on the Katha-Myitkyina railroad, destroying

cne span and causing other damape.

2. On February 25, 18 Japanese bombers escorted by 28 fighter
Planes attacked cur air installations in Assam. Our 10th Air Fores,
intercepting this mission, broke up the Japanese formation and
forced it to Jettison its bombe. "HNine (probably 21) of the enemy
airplanes were destroyed without loss or damape to our aircraft,

installations or personnel.

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATER

In his operations summary for February 2L, Oeneral Machrthur
reports that before dawn seven B-17's carried out high-altitude
and skip-bombing attacks on shipping at Rabaul, ocbtaining a hit on

a merchant vessel; a warship in St. George's channel was driven on to
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a reef. A B-2L on armed reconnaissance over Open Bay (New Britain)
shot down four out of nine attacking enemy fighters and other US
bombers attacked enemy installations in the Las-Salamaua area.
Ancther B-2li on photographic reconnaissance scored a hit on a 3,000-
ton enemy vessel at Babo on the west coast of Dutch New Quinea;
other shipping and evidences of enemy activity were reported west

of New Ouinea.

PACIFIC THEATER

Japanese aircraft bombed our landing field on Ouadalcanal,
February 23, damaging smix US fighter airplanes. Our B-2li's attacked
Munda and Vila; the latter place was again bombed on February 2L.

All our airplanes returned safely.
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WESTERN HEMISFHERE

1. 8ix heavy bombers, ten medium bombers and eipght fighter
aireraft attacked the main camp area at Kiska on February 23.

Results could not be cbserved because of cloud formations.

2. Construction of our emergency landing strip on Ogliuga
I. (Garelei group) is progressing. This is about midway between
Adak and Amchitka.

NORTH AFRICAN THEATER

Bizerte was bombed by 11 Wellingtons on the night of February
22-23. Al day during February 23 the power of our air force in
Herth Africa was concentrated against the enemy in and near Hasser-
ine pass through which he was withdrawing. The valley to the north-
west was reported cleared of the enemy to within two miles of the
pass. Four (probably six) enemy and ten Allied aircraft were
destroyed during the day. Enemy transport operations from Italy
contimied,

Headquarters of our I Armored Corps moved from Casablanca to
Rabat.

ASTATIC THEATER

On February 22, two P-i0's attacked enemy trucks near Lungling.
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That night, while other aircraft of the US 10th Air Force attacked
Rangoon to divert the attention of the Japanese, our B-2Li's sowed
L8 magnetic mines in a marrow channel of the Rangoon River. Om
February 23, eight P-lj0's successfully attacked a railrcad bridge
west of Myltlyina, knecking ocut one span and damaging another span
and the foundations.

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATER

In his operations report for the 2li-hour periocd ending 1300
GCT, Feltruary 23, General MacArthur reports that six US B-17's
scorad three hits on a destroyer or cruiser at Rabaul and started
fires along the water front; one of our bombers is missing, While
US B-25's bombed enemy-held villages in the Lae area, Australian
and US light bombers carried cut contimuous attacks on suspected
enemy positicns in this region. In other Allied air activity, fires
were started at Toeal (Kei Islands) by eight Hudson bombers, and a
B-2L reconnoitering the Penfoei airdrome (Koepang, Timar) shot down
two (probably three) of six intercepting Zero fighters.

At least slx enemy bombers raided Milne Bay; three Hudson

bombers were slipghtly damaged.

PACIFIC THEATER

Twanty—four US light bombers escarted by 17 fizhter aircraft

attacked Munda on February 21, starting fires in the target area;
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cne P-40 is missing from this raid. The next day one of our
reconnaissance planes using depth charges damaged a Japanese barge
off Choiseul Island., Twenty-six US fighter aircraft attacked

Rekata Bay from low altitudes, while B-2l's attacked Munda and Vila,
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

General Butler reports that twelve P-L0's and one Navy flying
boat are now based at Amchitka.

NORTH AFRICAN THEATER

1. Heavy fighting continued in the Kasserine-Thala area through-
out February 22. The enemy column on the Kasserine-Thala road reached
a point three miles scuth of Thala, while the force which was attacking
northwest from the Kasserine pass was checked on a north-south line
some 12 miles bayond the pass after losing a number of tanks. Aircraft
of all types supported cur ground forces; during the day 11 (probably
13) enemy airplanes were destroyed for a less of 13 of cur own. Malta-
based aircraft renewed their attacks on railroad installations and
rolling-stock in Sicily and Southern Italy.

During the fighting on February 21, at least 18 enemy tanks
were destroyed in central Tunisia.

2. Responding to a recommendation of General Eisenhower the
War Department notified him that it will ship twenty gascline-powerad
tank-recovery tractors on each future conveoy as well as some diesel-
powered tractors for the same purpose. These are tank chassis equipped
with a winch. All tank destroyer and tank units will be equipped here-
after with this type of wehicle prior to their departure from this

country.
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ASIATIC THEATER

1. Japaness airplanes bombed cur installations at Chatua
(Assam) on February 23, Some casualties but no material damage
resultad.

2. The War Department notified Ceneral Stilwell, on Fobruary

19, of the organization, under his command, of the 1lith Air Force,
to be commanded by Jeneral Chermault.,

OJeneral Stilwell replisd on February 21 that he had noti-

fied the Jeneralissime,

SOUTHWREST FACIFIC THEATER

In his cperations susmary for the 2i-hour period ending 1300
00T, February 22, Ceneral MacArthur reports that enemy airplanes
raided Fort Moresby twloce on the might of February 21-22 but caussd
no dampge. Australian fying boats and US B-17's attacked the
Rabi]l area whore 79 ships were noted; results were unobserved.
Ballale alrdrome was bombed, while Australian and US aircraft attacked

Butibum; Mubo and other enemy-ccoupied localities in the Las area.
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NORTH AFRICAN THEATER

At 0200 February 21, Axis forces, from a L,000 yard front six
miles nerthwest of the Kasserine pass, launched a two-pronged offen-
sive aimed north and northwest. The right force pushed to the
Kasserine-Thala road and, with 30 tanks in support, by 1630 had
reached a point on the highway 18 miles north of Kasserine. The
left force, after progressing some nine miles developed into two
columns, each sapported by some 20 tanks, cne heading north and oné
heading northwest. The left column lost six tanks and withdrew.

The right colum by mid-afterncon had reached to about 21 miles
northwest of Easserine.

In northern Tunisia an enemy attack five miles east of Medjez-
El-Bab was unsuccessful. ‘E‘.lu:awhere an the front there was only
local patrel activity.

(n February 21, anti-shipping missions were flowm by Allied
aircraft from North Africa and Malta, three enemy vessels being
damaged, and two small escort vessels smink, Ten US medium bombers
bombed the Gafsa railroad yards. Four (probably six) enemy aircraft
were destroyed during the day's operations with an Allied loss of
three airplanes.

Adr losses for the past eight days were 23 Axis and 22 Allied

airplanes.
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AFRICAN-MIDDLE EASTERN THEATER

On February 21, B-g2h's of the $th Air Force dropped 15,000 lbs.
of bombs on shipping and dock installations at Naples and 25,000 lbs,
on other enemy instellations at Amantea, Palmi, Necotera and Rosanno,
Italy., Hits were cbtained on two ships, docks, oll storage tanks and

& warehouse, One of owr airplanes is missing.

ASIATIC THEATER

P-li0's contimed their of fensive reconnaissance over Burma
and China on February 21, at the same time attacking enemy communi-

cations.

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATER

In his operations simmary for the 2li-hour period ending 1300
00T, February 21, General MacArthur reports two attacks by Japanese
aircraft, one on Milne Bay and one on an Allied convoy near Darwin;
no damage resulted. Allied air attacks were made on shipping at
Ambon, with unobgerved results, on the Ballale and Kahili airdromes,
and on enemy installations in the Mabo area. Two (probably six)

Japanese airecraft were destroyed without US leoss.
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WESTERN HEMISFHERE

On February 20, US heavy and medium bombers and fighter air-
craft attacle d the enemy camp and fighter strip areas at Kiska

without loss.

NORTH AFRICAN THEATER

On February 20, an enemy force, estimated at two battalions
reinforced with tanks, attacked our positions in the pass northwest
of Kasserine and forced our troops back to the northwest. Although
British and US armored units entered the engagement, late that day
the pass still remained in enemy hands.

Further enemy infantry and tank attacks south and southeast
of Sbiba were repulsed with the reported loss of five enemy tanks.

On the night of February 19-20 British bombers attacked Gafsa.
The next day US P-39's flew attack missions against enemy motor
vehicles near Kagserine; two of our fighter planes have not returned.

Further air activity was curtailed by the weather.

AFRICAN-MIDDLE EASTERN THEATER

On February 19, British B-2l's under command of the US 9th Air
Force bombed the Herakleion and Kastelli Pediada airdromes on Crete.

On February 20, other aireraft of the 9th Air Ferce repeated
these attacks and in addition bombed Crotone, in southern Italy. No

losses were reported.
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ASIATIC THEATER

US P-Li0's attacked enemp-held towns and railroads in north and

central Burma on February 20.

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATER

General MacArthur's summary for February 20 reports that his
bombers were again dispatched to attack enemy installations and
shipping in the Buin-Faisi area. As no enemy shipping was located
AMlied aireraft bombed Kahili, Ballale and the Faisi seaplane base.
The results of repeated attempts to strike an enemy convey off Gas-
mata were not cbserved. The rumway and dispersal areas there were
bombed and two (probably three) enemy planes destroyed. Enemy
aireraft dropped bombs on Dobodura and Hariko, northeastern New

Guinea; no damage was reported.

PACIFIC THEATER

On February 20, ocur B-2l's harassed Vila and Munda. Later in
the day thirty light bombers escarted by thirty-two fighter planes
attacked the rumway and antiaircraft positions on the enemy-held
Munda airfield. One light bomber was forced down in the water; all

our other aircraft returned safely.
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NORTH AFRICAN THEATER

1. The enemy infantry attack from Kasserine on February 19,

supported by tanks and artillery, wes held at & point some six miles

to the northwest. Advanced enemy units are active in the passes west

and southwest of Kasserine. Two enemy taenk attacks that same after-

noon were repelled scuth of Sbiba and eight enemy tanks were destroyed.

The Command Post of the US II Corps has been established in the wviecinity
. of Djebel Kouif. Inclement weather caused all bomber and ground

support missions to be cancelled.

Foum Tatahouine, in Southern Tunisia, is now in Allied hands.

2. The new system of operational command in Nerth Africa, ef-

factive February 20, is as follows:

Allied Force Headquarters (Cenersl Eisenhower)
Commander in Chief, Mediterranean (Admiral Cunningham)

. Eighteenth Army Group Headquarters (Ceneral Alexander)
First Army
Eighth Army

Reserve
Mediterranean Air Command (Air Chief Marshal Tedder)
Malta Air Command (Air Vice Marshal Park)

Northwest African Alr Force (Ceneral Spastz)
Widdle East Air Command (Air Chief Marshal Sholto Douglas)

ASIATIC THEATER

On February 19 our P-40's from Dinjan attacked targets of opportunity
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in Northern Bumma, causing a landslide in a railroad cut amnd strafing
and bombing a strongly held enemy village. All our aircraft returned

safely.

SCUTHY ACIFIC THEATER

In his operations summary for the 24-hour period ending 1300 GCT,
February 19, Ceneral MacArthur reports that after Australian bombers
had started fires in the Kanhili area, 12 B-17's successfully carried
out high-level and skip-bombing attacks on shipping in the Buin area.
Direct hits were secured on thres 7,000 to 9,000-ton vessels, which
were left afire, and a possible hit was obtained on a 3,000-ton vessel.
The Kahili and Ballale airdromes and the Shortland seaplane anchorage
were also attacked, Allied light bombers and fighter aircraft strafed
the enemy-held area near Malahang (Lae), and two US heavy bombers on
individual reconnaissance missions shot down three (probably four)

of 13 intercepting Japanese aircraft. No Allied losses were reported.

FACIFIC THEATER

On February 19, 12 heavy bombers attacked shipping at Vila, and

the Munda and Vile airfields. BResults ware not reported.
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

l. The Army Oround Forces issued directives for the move-
ment of the 35th Infantry Divisien from Camp San Luis Cbispo, -
California, to Camp Rucker, Alabama, the &th Motorized Division
from the Desert Training Center, Camp Young, California, to Camp
San Luis Obispo, and the Oth Motorized Division from Fort Lecnard
Wood, Misscuri, to the Desert Training Center., These movements
will be effected with a reduced number of trains since the 6th and
fth Divisions will take over the heavy equipment left by other
units at their destinations; moreover, the same trains will be

used for all three movements,

2. Our P-l0's destroyed two Japanese monoplanes over Amchitka

on February 19.

EURDPEAN THEATER

In our tombing of St. Nazaire on February 16 about three
acres on each slde of a lock leading to the inner basin were
devastated; it is not known whether the lock itself was damaged.
160 tons of bombs were dropped. Twenty (probably 32) enemy fichter
aircraft were destroyed; we lost two B=17's to antiaireraft fire,

two to enemy fighters and two from unknown causes,
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In the evening of February 17 an Axis attack in the Pichon area
was repulsed and the Allied troops completed their withdrawal from the
salient, conforming to movements further south. During February 18
our II Corps continued the occupation and organization of its new
positions while enemy forces gathered at Feriana and patrolled to the
north and northwest. Bad weather prevented bomber missions, but our
lighter aircraft were aggressive over the battle area. At 1300 on

February 19 an enemy infantry attack was launched from Kasserine,

AFRICAN-MIDDLE EASTERN THEATER

l. On February 18, patrols of the Dritish Eighth Army were cperating

in the areas shown on the map.

2. A British heavy bombardment squadron, operating under the US
9th Adr Force, dropped 15 tons of bombs on the Herakleion airdrome,

Crete, on February 16.

ASTATIC THEATER

On February 18, cur P-40's from Burma and China attacked targats

of opportunity in northern Burma. All planes returned saflely.
sScU B IC TH

In his operations summary for the period ending 1300, 0OCT, February
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18, General MacArthur reports continued patrol activity near Wau,
Allied aircraft carried out offensive sweeps along the New Cuinea
coast, attacked Madang and caused large fires at Kahili,

While bombing an enemy cruiser or transpert at Dilli, Dutch
B-25's shot down one or two Japanese Zeros but lost one of their
own airplanes,

Nine ships, including one of 10,000 tons, were sighted at Buin,

PACIFIC THEATER

On February 18, US B-24's attacked the Ballale and Eshili air-
dromes, while A-24's and fighter aircraft raided Vila. The airplanes
from these missions returned safely but a reconnaissance plane is

missing.
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WESTERN HEMISFHERE

By February 17, eight P-l0's and four P-38's (fighter aireraft)
and one 0-ii7 (transport) had landed and taken off from the new
fighter strip on Amchitka, and the first fighter patrol, composed
of eight P-L0's, operated from Amchitka that day.

NORTH AFRICAN THEATER

By the evening of February 17 the enemy had occupied Hasserine
and Thelepte and was reconnoitering to the north of Sbeitla and to
the west of Feriana. OUn the Gafsa-Feriana road there was considerable
enemy motor transportation and artillery which were attacked by our
light bombers and fighters, some 35 wehicles being destroyed. Armored
vehicle and troop replacements and reinforcements are moving forward
from the west; other tanks are en route from the US.

Thirty-six B-17's and 29 medium bombers escarted by P-38's
bombed airdromes in Sardinia, Throughout the day our aircraft
were active over the battle area, in all some five enemy airplanes
being destroyed with loss of seven of our om. Enemy air activity
consisted of the usual transport and reconnaissance missions and

attacks on convoys; a few bombs were dropped in the Alglers area.

AFRICAN-MIDDLE EASTERN THEATER

1. On February 15, fifteen US B-2l's, in two raids on shipping

in the harbor at Maples, obtained direct hits on two large vessels
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I and destroyed four (probably ten) of 22 intercepting Oerman and
Italian fighter airplanes. One of our B-2L's is believed to have

been shot down.

2., On February 17 the British Eighth Army had reached the

line shown cn the map.

BOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATER

’ 1. In his operations symmary for the 2l-hour period ending
i 1300 00T, February 16, CGeneral MacArthur reports local skirmishes
I near Wau, Six B-25's bombed the Malahang airdrome (Lae) and
destroyed enemy fishing craft near the Salamaua Peninsula., A

single B-2L, on reconnaissance, February 15, hit an epemy cargo

ship in Stettin Bay (New Britain) leaving the vessel burning
furiously. Four RAAF bombers attacked Dilli (Timer).

2. For February 17, General MacArthur reports that emall

enemy parties, near Wau, were falling back on Mubo, US P-T boats

sank three enemy barges on the night of February 15.
US bombers attacked Babo in northwestern New Guinea (some

shipping being reparted in this vicinity) as well as Ubili, and a
barge and possible submarine off Casmata., Australian fighter air-

craft attacked an enemy-held village near Lae.
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PACIFIC THEATER

On February 17, thirteen US dive-bombers (A-2l's) escorted by
2l fighter planes started fires at Munda, All of our aircraft

returned safely.
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PACIFIC THEATER

On February 17, thirteen US dive-bombers (A-2l'8) escorted by
2ly fiphter planes started fires at Munda. All of ocur aircraft

returned safely.
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

General Buckner has reported that our first fighter aircraft
landed on Amchitka on February 16; mat laying operations on the

field will proceed while it is bedng used.

HORTH AFRICAN THEATER

1. On February 156, about noon, enemy armored forces renewed
their attacks east of Sbeitla. US troops northwest of Faid, ocut
of f from their main body, succeeded in withdrawing to the west
but lost most of their transportation; other US troops were still
igolated on Djebel Ksaira early on February 17. Confused armored
and infantry fighting continued all day to the southeast of Sbeitla,
and in the afterncon our troops were ordered to withdraw to the
general line,shown on the map,which covers the passes in the hills
te the west.

Shortly after midnight February 16-17, the enery forces,
attacking by moonlight, pierced this line east of Sbeitla. An
hour later a withdrawal from that town was ordered, a covering
force strong in anti-tank weapons being directedtohold the line
sastwards from Kasserine at all costs until mid-day, February 17,
with a smaller force holding the ridge covering Feriana, while the
remainder of the armored division moved north through Kasserine
teward Thala. Flans were made to remove our aircraft from Thelepte.
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By dawn the holding forces were in position and Thelepte
airdrome had been abandoned. Cur forces were blocking the passes
northwest of Feriana and Kasserine while the 1lst Armored Division
was moving through Sbeitla to Thala. About 1;3 tanks, as well as
considerable vehicles and guns, have been lost.

Further north in Tunisia the enery was especially active,
particularly southwest of Mateur and in the Bou Arada area.

Daring the day US fighters and light bombers attacked
enemy ground concentrations, gun emplacements and roads in the
Gafsa-Faid-Kairouan area claiming to have put out of action six
enemy howitzers. British bombers joined in these operatioms.

Enemy air activity over the Tunisian battle area was slight.

2. Hritish units entersd Ben Gardane unopposed, February 15;

the line of the British forward units is as indicated on the map.

3. The Command Post of the British First Army is now at

Djerissa.

L. In response to a request from General Eisenhower for
anti-submarine aireraft to cover the Casablanca area and the
Mediterranean coast, the War Department directed General Andrews
to dispatch to North Africa one squadron of 12 B-2Li's equipped for
anti-submarine operations with combat crews and key ground personnel.

SEOrTN
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ASTATIC THEATER

On February 16, P-L0's made harassing attacks on enemy

activities in North Burma; one airplane was lost.

PACIFIC THEATER

General Harmon reperts that,on February 16, US B-2L's in
the South Pacifie repeated their attacks on Kahili, Ballale and

Vila. Two B-2L's are missing.
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

1. The Army Oround Forces issued directives for the following

movements:

Sth Armored Ddvision - Major Oeneral Jack W. Heard
Fraom: Camp Cooke, California To: Tennessee Maneuver Area
Remark: To recelve new equipment and final training

preparatory to overseas movement.

6th Armored Division - Major General Wm, H. H. Morris, Jr.
From: Cemp Young, California To: Camp Cocke, Califernia
Remark: Permanent Change of Station.

Tth Armored Ddvision - Major Ceneral Lindsay McD. Silvester
From: Camp Polk, Louisiana To: Camp Young, California
Remark: Permanent Change of Statien.

Bth Armored Division - Major General Wm. M. Orimes
From: Camp Campbell, Kentuclky To: Camp Polk, Louisiana
Remark: Will move at cadre strength and be filled at its

new station.
The &6th, Tth and 8th Armored Divisions, respectively, will
take over the heavy equipment of the Ddvision which each replaces,

thus greatly reducing the proportions of the movements entailed.

2. On February 16, six enemy planes dropped a total of ten
bombs on our landing strip area at Amchitka killing two soldiers.
Damage to the landing strip was negligible.

EUROPEAN THEATER

In a daylight attack on an enemy raider near Dunkerque, February
15, 21 US B-2l's, supported by BAF Spitfires, dropped 62 tons of ex-
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plosives in the dock area and near the vessel. Enemy fighters and
moderate to heavy antiaircraft fire were encountered; two B-2L's
were lost.

The next day 65 heavy bombers hammered the enemy submarine
installaticns at St. Nazaire; initial reports state that the results
were good. Strong enemy fighter reaction and heavy and accurate

antiaireraft fire vere experienced; six B-1T's are missing.

NORTH AFRICAN THEATER

1. Throughout February 1l,Allied dive-bombers and fighter air-
craft attacked enemy tanks, motor columns and troop concentrations
in the Faid-Cafsa-Malnassy area. Five Allied and one enemy fighter
aireraft were destroyed. Our armored units suffered material losses
from enemy dive-bombers.

On February 15, the lst Armored Divislon, after concentrating
at Hadjeb el Adoun, counterattacked scuthward against the enemy
advancing westwards on Sbeitla; throughout the day heavy fighting
raged in the 5idi bou Zid area, US forces were still reperted north
and south of that town. The II Corps withdrew ite right flank to
take up defensive positicns on the gemeral line Feriana-Sbeitla, while
Gafsa, which had been evacuated during the previous night, was entered
by an enemy armored unit.

Aggressive action by the Allied air forces was reported
during February 15, Enemy aircraft were also active, attacks on
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Med jez—el-Bab and our airfields being reported. 21 B-17's of the
12th Adr Force attacked the docks and shipping at Palermo with 54
tons of bombs, hitting one ship and setting fire to an oll tank;
all of cur planes returned. Two powerful attacks were made on
Kairouan by U5 medium bombers sscorted by F-38's, during which at
least seven enemy airplanes were destroyed and at least six hit
while on the ground, with loss of one US medium bomber. QOther air-
craft losses for both sides were reported., Aireraft from Malta
were active against railroads in Calabria and Sicily. 0On the night

of February 15-16, 12 British bombers attacked the docks at Bizerts,

2. The War Department notified General Eisenhower that,
effective with UGS-6, the size of UGS and GUS convoys will be
inecreased from 4B to a maximum of 60 ships, which must be capable

of sustaining & speed of nine knots without smoking,

3. On February 14, patrols of the British Bighth Army had reached

the general line shown on the map,

ASTATIC THEATER

On February 13, US medium bombers from India attacked enemy-held
railroad installations in Burma.

PACIFIC THEATER

On February 13, six B-24's and 11 fighter planas were attacked
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by LS Zeres while bombing an enemy merchant vessel near Buin, Al-
though cne hit was cbtained on the vessel and eight Zeros shot dewn,
we lost three bombers and three fighter planes. The next day an
attack by 21 bombers and 11 fighters on Munda was successful, all
planes returning. Nine US bombers and 22 fighters secured three
direct hits on a large freighter off Kahili. In an ensuing aerial
engagement with L5 Japanese fighter planes,two bombers and six
fightars were lost; eleven of the Japanese planes were destroyed.

Munda was attacked twice on February 15 by US bomber and
fighter aireraft, our fighters sweeping the rurways at extremely
low altitudes. Nearly LO airplanes participated in each raid.

Vila was also attacked. All of our aireraft returned.

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATER

In his operations summary for the 2L-hour period ending 1300
GCT, February 15, General MacArthur reports three attacks by our
"flyving fortresses" on Rabaul where many fires and a large explosion,
probably that of an ammnition dump, resulted, Meanwhila our medium
and dive-bombers and fighter aircraft pounded the enemy dump area
at Malahang (near Lae). West of New Ouinea, Dutch, British and US
bombers attacked Dobo (Aroe Is.), Dil1li and alsc Ambon where large
buildings, a possible ammunition dump, and an 8,000-ton merchant

vessel were hit.
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

On February 13, five B-2L's, seven B-25's and ten P-38's

attacked the enemy installaticns at Kiska and shot down four
Japanese airplanes; one of our bombers, forced to return after an
engine was hit by antiaircraft fire, crash-landed at its base.
That same day P-38's shot down a Japanese reconnalssance plane over
Amchitka., Farly on February lli, seven Japanese airplanes attacked
our shipping in Constantine Bay, Amchitka, and later machine-gunned
our troop positions on the island without causing damage or casu-

alties.

EUROPEAN THEATER

The Commanding Oeneral, Army Air Forces, informed Generals
Spaatz and Andrews that two night fighter squadrons (less aircraft)
with ground control persomnel will be sent to the UK in March for
two months' training, upon completion of which they will take over
British equipment in North Africa. Two squadrons will follow in
April; replacement crews will.be trained to insure a steady flow

of parsannel.

NORTH AFRICAN THEATER

On February 1l, strorng enemy armored units, reinforced by
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artillery and infantry, advanced west from Faid, Units of the
S 1st Armored Division counterattacked despite ememy dive-bombing,
and throughout the morning a heavy battle between armared troops
took place in the Sidi bou Zid area. Our troops were finally com-
pelled to withdraw soutiwest towards Gafsa after having suffered
heavy tank casualties. In the afterncon enemy armored units were
reported operating 15 miles east of Sbeitla while other groups were
advancing northwards from an area 20 miles to the south of that
town. The evacuation of Gafsa began that evening.

Our air forces supported our ground cperatioms. British
Malta-based aircraft contimed to harass the enemy in Ttaly and

southern Sicily.

AFRICAN-MIDOLE EASTERN THEATER

Four of the fourteen B-2li's reported in the Crotone attack
on February 13 bosbed Naples through a complete overcast; results

were not observed.

ASIATIC THEATER

US fighter aircraft, February 13, destroyed a Japanese bomber
on the ground at Lashio; they reported the Myltnge bridge as
unserviceable., The next day 1l US fighter planes attacked Maing-
kwan and the enemy barracks in that town.
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SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATER

In his operations summary for the 2l-hour period ending 1300
GCT, February 1l, General Machrthur reports that Rabaul and its
water-front installations were attacked by four formations of US
heavy bombers which dropped 50 tons of bombs; other targets ware
the L5 merchantmen, totalling 202,000 tons, a light cruiser, ten
destroyers, three submarines and 12 other naval vessels in the
harbor. Huge fires resulted, an ammnition dump was exploded,
and probable hits were obtained on two ememy ships. Another large
attack was carried ocut against the airdrome and installations at
Las, where hits were cbtained on two grounded enemy planes and
on enemy buildings. Minor Allied air raids were also made on the
Kahili airdrome, Ubili, and Madang.

A1lied patrols were mopping up enemy centers of resistance

near Wau.
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GENERAL

The Commanding General, Arm;‘.r Alr Forces, notified senior over-
seas commanders of the early availability, at the rate of 110 a
month,; of a B-25 medium bomber whose armament has been so modifisd
ae to include a fixed 75 mm cannon, as well as ten .50 caliber
machine guns. This extra armament has been added without inter-
fering with the normal bomb capacity or performance characteristics
of the airplane. These commanders were requested to specify the
percentage of their future monthly deliveries which should be repre-

sented by this new airplane.

EUROFEAN THEATER

The War Department authorised General Andrews to appoint
General Eaker to the command of the 8th Air Farce, by direction

of the President.

NORTH AFRICAN THEATER

On February 13, US medium bomber and fighter aircraft attacked
the El Aouina airdrome at Tunis; four (probably seven) intercepting
enemy planes were destroyed. Attacks were alsc made on the rumerocus
transport aircraft operating between Italy and Tunisia, four of them

being destroyed.



.\.

DECLASSIFIED
OBD Letter, 5-3-72

It is estimated that during the week's cperations 38 enemy
and 10 Allied aircraft were destroyed in the North African Theater.

AFRICAN-MIDDLE EASTERN THEATER

1. On February 13, 1l heavy bombers of the 98th Group dropped
over 3l tons of bombe on Cretone (Calabria) and its airdrome. Five
British B-2li's, under US command, bombed the Heraklion and Kastelldi

Fediada airdromes in Crete.

2. General Brereton reported on February 1L that Tripolitania

has been cleared of all enemy organized forces.

ASIATIC THEATER

On February 12, seven B-2li's attacked the freight yards at
Rangoon, scoring 3l, out of a possible L5, 500-1b. bomb hits in the
target area.

The next day, 12 P-li0's successfully bombed and machine-gunned

an enemy-occupied town near Myitkyina; six barracks were burned,

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREAS

1. In his cperations summary for the 2L-hour period ending
1300 GCT, February 13, Oeneral MacArthur reports that Allisd patrols
were active in the Wau area and that an enemy landing force was
ambushed and 25 Japanese killed, Allied air raids were carried ocut
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against Rabaul, Ubili (New Britain), Mabo, Lae, Fuiloro (Timer),
and Australian Beaufighters swept the Finschhafen-Madang area,

strafing the town and runway at Madang and setting fire to a hangar.

2. The War Department authorized General Harmon to assign
General Patch as Commanding General, XIV Caorpa, by direction of the
President.

3« On February 13, US aircraft again attacked the enemy
ingtallations on Monda, obtaining hits on ammnitien dumps and
antisircraft gun defenses. On Guadalcanal our troops contimed

their salvage work and manned their defenses.
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NORTH AFRICAN THEATER

During the night of February 11-12 a strong enemy patrol was
repulsed in the Ousseltia sector; there was viporous patrol activity
elsewhere along the front.

On February 12, six light bombers escorted by twelve US fighters
attacked enemy ground positions west of Sened, claiming four 88 mm
guns destroyed and three silenced. Bad weather prevented heavy

bomber operations.

AFRICAN-MIDDLE EASTERN THEATER

It is now learned that,in the attacks made by the 9th Air Force
on February 10, seven B-2li's drepped 35 1,000-1b. bombs on Palermo
without opposition of any kind; clouds prevented chservation of the
effect. Eight B-25's dropped 83 300-1b. bombs on Heraklion airdrome
in Crete without being able to cbserve the results, while another
attacked Kastelli Pediada airdrome on that island; heavy antiaireraft

fire was encountered.

ASIATIC THEATER

Our air units were active in Burma on February 11, one fighter
crashing after an attack on a truck convoy. On February 12, seven
B-2l's again attacked the Myitnge bridge (south of Mandalay) demel-
ishing one span.
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PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREAS

1. Oeneral MacArthur's operations summary foar the 2l-hour period
ending 1300 GCT, February 12, reports attacks made by single heavy
bombers, cne of which hit Rapopo airport (Rabaul) while another
damaged a 6,000-ton merchant vessel in that area.

Tanalmerah and Fort Moresby were bombed by enemy aircraft
on February 10 and 12, respectively; no damage was reported.

Allied patrols were active near Wau.

2. 0On February 12, Munda was attacked by three medium bombers.
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NORTH AFRICAN THEATER

On February 10, the enemy was reported driven from two points
12 miles west-northwest of Mateur, 21 prisoners being taken. Four
enemy bombers attacked Tripoli with unreported results.

On February 11, 12 Allied light bombers escorted by 22 fighters
attacked Sened, securing hits on the highway and in the town. The
lst Ranger Battalion is reparted to have made a successful raid
from Gafsa on the night of February 11-12; no further details are
available.

The 3lith US Infantry Division has completed its movement from
Oran to the Tunisian area, being replaced at Oran by the gth US
Infantry Division from Port Lyautey. The 3rd US Infantry Division,
less & regiment, is in turn replacing the $th at the latter station.

ASIATIC THEATER

Two P-L0's strafed enemy motor transport and damaged a ferry
in Western China on February 10,

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREAS

In his cperations summary for the 2L-hour period ending 1300
GCT, February 11, Gemeral MacArthur reports that Allied patrols
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inflicted heavy casualties upon the enemy, who was withdrawing in
the direction of Mubo. Ome B-17 dropped anti-perscnnel and incendiary

bombs on Rabaul, starting fires on the Lakunail airdroms.
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

On February 10, our weather plane, scouting Kiska, found
excellent weather, no enemy aircraft on the water or in the air,
apd only light and inacourate antiaircraft fire. Six heavy bombers,
eight medium bombers, and eight fighter aircraft were therefore dis-
patched and attacked the enemy camp, fighter strip, and installations
at Kiska from low altitude. No enemy fighter opposition was encount-

erad.

NORTH AFRICAN THEATER

Inclement weather hampered air operations in Tunisia on Febru-
ary 10. Enemy fighter and fighter-bomber aircraft attacked the
Baja area and Bone, Allied airplanes intercepting and turning back
the enemy at the latter place. Our airplanes flew reconnaissance
missions in the forward areas, where enemy targets of opportunity
were engaged, and sank one of four enemy vessels between Sicily and

Tunisia, leaving another in & sinking condition,

AFRICAN-MIDDLE EASTERN THEATER

On February 10, bombers of the Ninth Air Force attacked
Palermo Harbor as well as airdromes in Creta.
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ASIATIC THEATER

Three B-2l's attacked the enemy airdrome at Rangoon, February 8,
obtaining direct hits on the runway and starting fires. The next day
four P-Li0's, operating on reconnaissance missions from Yannanyd,
destroyed three enemy trucks on the Burma Road and sank a small barge
near Kutkai. On February 10, eight B-25's bombed enemy rallrocad

equipment and installations at Maymyo (near Mandalay).

FACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREAS

In his operations report for the 2L-hour peried ending 1300
GCT, February 10, Gemeral MacArthur reports that the enemy is with-

drawing from the Wau area, There was minor Allied borber action in

the northwest area.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

An unidentified aireraft was over Iceland, February 9.

NORTH AFRICAN THEATER

While patrols of both sides were active in Northern Tunisia
on February 9, enemy activity to the south, in the vieinity of Oafsa,
was increasing. Twenty-four B-1T7's attacked the enemy railroad yards
and airdrome at Kairouan and destroyed one of six enemy planes attempt-
ing interception. A US fighter reconnaissance mission over Ousseltia-
Pichon destroyed two of seven attacking enemy fighters. Other Allied
missions were flown in the forward areas, during which attacks were
made on enemy motor transportation near Enfidaville (northwest of
Sousse) and enemy columns near Malmassy.

Enemy aircraft attacked Bone, were active over Souk el Arba,
and flew transport mlssions between Italy and Tunisia,and Sieily and
Gabes.

PACTFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREAS

1. In his operations summary for the 2lL-hour period emnding
1300 GCT, February 9, General MacArthur reports that there was
considerables patrol activity by both sides southeast of Wau and in
the vieinity of Wandumi. Allied 1light bombers and fighter aircraft
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attacked enemy installations near Lae, and eight US heavy bombers
successfully attacked Kendari (Celebes).

2. On February 9, our ground forces after overcoming organ-
ized resistance on (uadalcanal reduced isclated enemy groups and
continmued the organization of the defenses of the island against
any peossible attacks.

On February 10, US fighter aircraft shot down an enemy
two-engine medium bomber over Choiseul, sank a barge and destroyed
o0il stares in the Russell Islands. Fighter and bomber aircraft
pounded Vila and Munda.
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

1, Our heavy and medium bombers in the Aleutians dropped over
16 tons of bombs on Kiska on February 9, obtaining hits in the main

camp area.

2. The Commanding Officer of the (reenland Base Command was
informed that the War Department has agreed to make air bases in
Greenland available to the British for operation of long-range
bombers on anti-submarine patrcl. The details are to be arranged

later.

NORTH AFRICAN THEATER

l. OCeneral Eisenhower was notified that the boundaries of
the North African Theater of Operations will be a=z shown on the

adjacent map.

2. On February 8, 33 US bombers escorted by 18 fighter planes
succeasfully attacked the enemy airdrome at Gabes and destroyed, in
aerisl combat, 18 (probably 19) enemy aireraft. Four of our bombers
and one fighter plane were shot down. Forty-two B-17's and 2l
fighter planes, attacking the shipping and dock installations at
Sousse with 90 tons of bombs, obtained hits on two enemy vessels,
the docks and seaplane base, and probably destroyed two attacking
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enemy fighters. Enemy trocpe and transportation ten miles east
of Faid were hammered by US attacks involving a total of 72 dive
bombers and L6 Spitfires. Twenty-four fighter planes were dis-
patched to attack the enemy landing ground at Kebili (scuthern
Tunisia), Allied fighter craft also flew reconnaissances in the

Sened-Maknassy area where enemy transportation was attacked.

AFRICAN-MIDDLE EASTERN THEATER

On February 8, 15 B-2li's of the Ninth Air Force dropped over
30 tons of bonmbs on Messina Harbor. One enenmy airplane was claimed

as destroyed.

ASTATIC THEATER

On February 8, twelve B-2l's, operating from Gaya and Pandes-
veswar, bombed railroad installations at Rangoon. Six other heavy
bombers, unsuccessful in an attack on the dock area there, shot down
one of six intercepting enemy planes., Two of our bombers were
damaged.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREAS

1. In his operations sommary for the 2l<hour period ending
1300 GCT, February 8, General MacArthur reports that Allied patrols

in the Wau area attacked toward the east supported by artillery.
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Alied air attacks were made on Finschhafen, Kahili, Mubo,
and Dobo, where 15 Allied aircraft succeeded in wrecking three-
fourths of the town. Two enemy aircraft were destroyed on the
ground.

A raid by one enemy airplane on Merauke did no damage.

2. On February 8, 32 US airplanes, unsuccessful in an attempt
to locate an enemy surface force, pounded Munda,

In the ground fighting on Ouadalcanal the advance of our
two forces, cne northeast from Titi and the other northwest from
the 1line of the Umasani River, encountered scattered and weak enemy
resistance, the Japanese retreating whenever pressure was applied,
The advance of our units on the east was assisted by supporting
naval gunfire.

Late on February 9 the two pincer forces made contact at
Cape Egperance and completed the destruction of arganized enemy
resistance on Ouadalcanal,

3. The War Department informed General Harmon that a British
order in Council has been issued extending to all ecolonial depend-
encies, including Tonga, the Visiting Forces Act (USA) of August
&; 1942, which recognizes US court-martial jurisdiction over our

armed forces in Fiji and Tonga.



Al e

TPV wt &

Fryy FIVIINY o, il
= TR, 3
~ A

%\1“!44 pig ‘:_13”;2 :?\1. Iy,
Sl el ,‘i-l'-‘”“‘\q.
2oty

B g X
f’f”'lu U

L - - = GUADATLCANAL ISLAND

STATUTE WILES

S
Wy

P

il

=

halic )
= * 4l

I
|

1 =— e — :
o







-w_

....

DECLASSIFIED
Q8D Letter, 6-3-T2

WESTERN HEMISPHERE

Directives were issued for the movement of the Headquarters
IV Corps from Camp Beauregard, Louisiana, to Fart Lewis, Washington;
of the Headquarters IX Corps from Fa-t Lewis, Waghington, to the
Desert Training Center at Camp Young, Californiaj and of the Head-
quarters IV Armored Corps from Camp Young, California, to Camp
Campbell, Kentucky; all for permanent change of station.

NORTH AFRICAN THEATER

On February 7, US bomber and fighter aircraft twice success-
fully attacked the Elmas airdrome and the seaplane base at Cagliari,
Sardinia. Hits were cbserved on the airdrome, hangars, dispersal
areas and among the buildings; large fires were started. At least
four enemy planes were destroyed. That night, Wellington bombers
also pounded airdromes on Sardinia. Enemy ME-109's bombed ocur
airfield at Youks Les Bains, destroying one dive-bomber on the
ground. Allied Beaufighters intercepting enemy aireraft approaching
an Allied convoy in the Mediterranean shot down one enemy plane and
broke up the attempted attack.

AFRICAN-MIDDLE EASTERN THEATER

Twenty B-2L's of the Ninth Air Force, in two missions flown
February 7, dropped LS tons of bombs on the harbor at Naples, scoring

hits on moles, quays, and motor vessels.
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PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREAS

In his cperations summary for the 2L-hour period ending 1300
GCT, February 6, General MacArthur reports that of the enemy air-
craft attacking our installations at Wau, 26 (probably 39) were
destroyed with loss of only cne Allied light bomber, reported
missing after an attack on enemy ground positions in the area.
Other Allied planes harassed Rabaul, Lae, Kahili, and Buka, and
set a 500-ton ship afire at Finschhafen. An Allied fighter plane
intercepted and shot down an enemy bomber on a reconnaissance
mission over Darwin,

On February 7, our ground forces encountered strong opposi-
tion southeast of the airdrome at Wau. Single B-2L's on
reconnaissance bombed enemy-held villages in western New Cuinea
and the Arce Islands. An RAAF Hudsom effectively strafed two

luggers of f southern Celebes,
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NORTH AFRICAN THEATER

On February & British units after withdrawing from Djebel
Mansour, recrganized on a gereral line two miles to the northwest.
The enemy suffered 300 casualties in his attacks on the Djebal
Mansour area, February L and 5. A French raid in the Djebel Touila
area (ten miles east of Robaa) captured 30 priscners.

Weather has contirmued to curtail air activity. On February 7
Malta-based Spitfires destroyed'a German transport plane over Lam-

pedusa.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREAS

Our troops near Titi have established themselves in strong
pesitions and all installaticns have been moved forward. Om
February 6 our outposts were operating S00 yards northwest of
Marovovo Mission. On the northwest coast cur foreces have advanced
to the line of the Umasani River, 1% miles west of the Bomegl River.

CGanaral Harmon summarized the ground activity on Ouadalcanal
over the pericd Jamary 16 to 31 by stating that L,000 Japs had
been killed and 105 captured, our own casualties over the period
being 169 killed, 390 wounded, and five missing.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

In a supplementary report on the attack by US B-17's on Emden,
General Eaker states that of 50 or more enemy planes intercepting
this formation 25 (probably 33) were destroyed., Four of our B-17's

were shot down by enemy aircraft and one was lost from unknown causes,

TH AFRICAN THEA

Enemy attacks on February 5 forced the British units which had
been holding Djebel Mansour to withdraw. On the night of February 5-6
enemy aircraft, probably torpedo bombers, attempted to attack an
Allied convoy near Alpiers., Inclement weather over the battle area

sericusly restricted further air activity.

ASIATIC THEATER

On February 4 and 5 US bomber and fighter aircraft of tha Tenth
AMr Force repeatedly secured direct hits on the enemy railmay bridge
at Myltnge (south of Mandalay), and pounded the enemy lines of com-
munication in Central Burma, blocking a railroad and destroying enemy

moter transportation near Kengtung.

IC AND 50U T PACIFIC

In his operations summary for the 24-hour peried ending 1300, GCT, \:\\

February 5, Gensral MacArthur reports that Allied patrol activity is
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increasing near Weu. Allied aircraft pounded the airdromes at Rabaul,
attacked shipping at Ambon, where a 10,000-ton transport was hit and
left burning and five intercepting Zeros destroyed, and set fire to
bulldings and ammunition dumps at Debo (Aroe Is.}. A US heavy bomber
while on a recomnaissance mission attacked and sank a 1,000-ton vessel
near Talasea (New Britain), Light raids were carried out on villages

on the northeastern coast of New Guinea and on Gasmata (New Britain), ///

Y/
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WESTERN HEMISFHERE

On February L, our weather airplane shot down an enery Zero
over Kiska. The same day, more than eleven tons of bombs were
dropped on harbor installations at Kiska by ocur heavy and modium

bombers.

EUROPEAN THEATER

US antiaircraft artillery fired at a German bomber over Icaland
on February L.

NORTH AFRICAN THEATER

On February L, British units held Djebel Mansour (southeast
of Bou Arada) which had been captured the previocus day by parachute
troops. Our trcops withdrew from their positions at Station de
Sened.

In three attacks by US bombers and fighters on enemy airdromes
near Gabes, 25 (probably 37) of the intercepting enemy planes were
destroyed; cne of our B-17's and two P-38's were shot down while
four P-38's are reported missing. Medium bombers attacked the
docks at Biserte the night of February L-5 with high explosives
and incendiaries. Three Spitfires were shot down during encounters
over the forward areas, during which one or two enemy airplanes wers
destroyed.

Enemy air attacks on Souk El Arba were prevented by Allied
fighters; two out of five enemy planes approaching Bone were shot
down by ground fire.
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AFRICAN-MIDDLE EASTERN THEATER

On February 3, B-2L's of the Ninth Air Forece twice attacked
the shipping and harbor installations at Palermo, where an B,000-
10,000 ton motor vessel was hit. Other heavy bombers attacked

Messina. All aircraft returned safely.
ASIATIC THEATER

On February 1, seven B-2li's operating from Pandevaswar, India,

attacked enemy docks and shipping at Rangoon.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREAS

1. In his operations summary for the 2L-hour period ending
1300 GCT, February l, Oeneral MacArthur reports a succession of
Allied air attacks against Lae airdrome. Minor bombing attacks
were made on ground targets in the Mubo area, on a village in the
Tanimbar Islands and on airdromes near HRabaul, CGasmata, and Cape
(loucester. One B-17 made a direct hit on a 1,000-ton enemy cargo
ship near Arawe (New Britain).

2, On February L, our troops on northwestern Ouadaleanal,
overcoming light resistance, advanced about 1,000 yards beyond the
Bonegi River. Our troops at Titi have sncountered registance from
a strongly organiged emnemy force estimated at 1,000 men. A lone
B-17 bombed Kahili.

il
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

1. Oeneral Buckmer reparts that Amchitka was being attacked

by enemy planes on February 5 (0CT).

2. The Army Ground Forces issued directives for the constitu-
tion and activation on February 15 of the Headquarters of the XV
Corpa at Camp Besuregard, Louisiana.

EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (LESS TORCH)

On February L, despite overcast weather, intense cold and
persistent attempts at interception by ememy fiphters, 33 heavy
bombers from the Eighth Air Force succeeded in bombing Emden with
uncbserved results. Of other bombers despatched on attack missions,
elght jettisoned thelr bombs over Germany and 21 were forced to

return because of frozen equipment; five are as yet unreported.

NORTH AFRICAN OPERATIONS

On February 3, enemy forces operating in the Kebir River valley
northeast of Robaa broke off contact and withdrew toward Pont du
Fahs., An Allied parachute battalion captured Djebel Mansour (seven
miles southeast of Bou Arada) tut the situation resulting from
eneny counterattacks is 'uhauurq.

On the night of February 2-3, British bombers from Malta mined
the entrance to Sfax harbor and attacked enemy installations in
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Sieily. US aircraft, on February 3, attacked Biserte, the airdrome
at Gabes, the aircraft escort of enemy shipping between Tunisia

and Sicily, and enemy road and railway bridges, tanks s.nd vehicles
nerth of Maknassy. In the attendant air combats six (probably

nine) enemy aircraft were destroyed for a loss of five of our planes.
Other air attacks were made on enemy ground targets. Enemy aircraft
beombed two of our airdromes,destroying two Spitfires on the ground,
and intercepted an Allied reconnaissance formation near Kairouan;

cne of our reconnaissance planes crashed and three are reported as
misging.

ASTATIC THEATER

On February 2, five of General Bissell's P-l0's destroyed twe
enemy 3" antiaireraft gun positions and burned ten Japanese grounded
airplanes at Kengtung (Central Burma).

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREAS

Our ground forces on Guadalcanal, assisted by effective fire
from US naval craft, have occupied the heighte north of the Bonegi
River and have captured important amounts of enemy war material,
including a large mobile machine shop in excellent conditiem.

Four medium bombers escorted by ten fighter aircraft attacked
Munda with uncbserved results. A B-17 on reconnaissance shot down
cne of three attacking Zeros, but suffered considerable damage.
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NORTH AFRICAN CPERATIONS

1. On February 2 the enemy forces opposing the British in the
hills south of Bou Arada were driven back at two points. Faid and
two passes in the hills to the south thereof are still in enemy
hands, but Station de Sened was eaptured by US treops.

There was considerable air activity over the combat zone.
US B-25's and B-26's attacked Sfax airdrome and destroyed four enemy
planes on the field; one of ocur bombers was lost. Other medium
bombers escorted by fighters destroyed seven (probably edight) of
the 21 airplanes covering an enemy convoy; one P-38 crashed into
the sea. In other aerial combats involving some 4O US and LB enemy
aireraft 11 of our planas were either shot down or are missing; four
enamy airplanes were destroyed. An enemy ammnition dump east of
Faid was exploded by US light bombers and fighters.

Enemy aircraft operated against Allied shipping between
Algiers and Bone and also bombad several of our airdromes and the
harbor at Bone. Enemy air transport operations between Sardinia
and Tunisia contimued.

2. After an exchange of views with General Eisenhower, the
War Department notified him that,on each convoy leaving the for
North Africa,it will reserve 25,000 ship tons of space to be used
for military equipment for French ground, air and naval forces as
this equipment becomes available.
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PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST FACIFIC AREAS

l. General Harmon reports that on February 1, 33 US aircraft
attacked a transport, a destroyer, and a corvette north of Hew
Ceorgia, scoring two hits with 1,000 1b. bombs and cne with a tor-
pedo on the transport, and two hits with 500 1b. bombs on the
destroyer. All three vessels were left burning. Of ten intercepting
Japanese airplanes, five were shot down with loss of three US air-
planes.

Forty-one Allied airplanes, attacking four enemy destroyers,
sank two and set fire to a third. Of L0 intercepting Zercs, two
were shot down; three Allied aircraft are missing. '

Nine B-17's with fighter escort made three hits on a large
transport off Shortland Island. Four other B-17's bombing shipping
at Buin were attacked by 20 Zercs; three B-1T's were.lost.

On February 2, B-17's and fighter aircraft, attacking
shipping in the Shortland area set afire a large cargo ship mear
Ballale and shot down nine (probebly ten) of 20 intercepting enemy
planes. All of cur airecraft returned., Our fighter aircraft also
attacked new enemy landing boats on the northern coast of Ouadaleanal.

2. 0On Febrvary 1 a battalion combat team of the US 132d Infan-
try with destroyer escort landed uncpposed at Verahue (south of the
west end of Ouadaleanal) and, moving north along the coast against
slight enemy resistance, on February 2, secured the amall village
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of Titi at the northwest tip of the island where it is establishing
its base. On the east coast our forces are contimuing their ad-
vance northwards after softening up enemy strong points with heavy

and accurate artillery and mortar fire. Our advanced units crossed

the Bonegl River on February 2.

3. In his operations summary for the 2L-hour pericd ending
1300 GCT, February 2, General MacArthur reports that in apgressive
patrol activity, Allied units killed 50 to &0 Japanese near Wau.
Near Rabsul, six B-17's made an effective dawn attack on Vunakanan
and Rapope alrdromes, one B-2l, on recennaissance effectively
machine-gunned three motor barges, each loaded with about 75 Japan-
ese, and another hit a small carge ship. In other attacks, Allied
aircraft harassed enemy positions in the Mubo area, started exten-
sive fires on Toeal (Kai Is.) and bombed enemy stores near Haukenau
(Dutch New Guinea).
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WESTERN HEMISFHERE

Increasing enemy air activity has been reported by our forces
in Alaska, After the attack on Amchitka, February 1, eight to ten
single float enemy fighter planes were observed over Constantine
Harbor. Our weather plane, reconnoitering the outer Aleutians,
reported that it was attacked by five enemy Zeros near Holtz Bay,

- Attu.

The first attempt to refloat the "Middleton" was unsuccessful.

The rains are slowing the construction of the fighter strip on

Amchitka.

NORTH AFRICAN OPERATIONS

On February 1 an attack by the US armored colum near Faid
‘ made little progress. This force reports that their artillery,

a the previcus day, destroyed 22 enemy tanks. Our tank loss was six.
| Patrols from the other two armored columms have made contact north-
| west of Malmassy. In central Tunisia, near Sidi Said, the British
36th Brigade, counter-attacking, restored the ariginal lines. Om
the other portions of the fromt activity conasisted chiefly of
| Allied reconnaissances and ralding missions.

' The command post of the British First Army opened at Tebessa,
‘ February 1.
US B-17's and P-38's, attacking shipping in the harbor of Tunis,
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set three vessels afire and destroyed nine (probably sleven) of

the intercepting enemy aircraft. One "flying fortress" was lost
and cne was severely damaged. Near lalmassy 12 US fighter aireraft
attacked an enemy formation of 24 JU-87's escorted by 15 ME=109's
which were bombing and strafing our ground troops. In the resulting
engagement three (probably five) JU-87's were destroyed and two of
our fighters were lost. US fighter planes, operating in support of
ground cperatiens, successfully attacked vehicle concentrations near
Faid. On the night of February 1-2, nine medium bombers heavily
damaged Elmas airdrome, Sardinia.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREAS

In his operations summary for the 2l-hour peried ending 1300
GCT, February 1, CGemeral MacArthur reports that Allied patrel
activity is contiming near Wau. Many fires were started at
Lakunai and Rapopo airdromes (Rabaul) by our B-17's, and small-
scale air attacks were carried out by Allied planes on tha Finsch-
hafen and Cape Gloucester airfields and on enemy installations near
Mabo.
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

Two Japanese {loat-monoplanes bombed US shipping in Constantine

Harbor, Amchitka, February 1.
NORTH (¥ E 3

On Jamuary 31 three US armored columns, advancing from the vicinity
of Gafasa, attacked Station de Sened and Fald, cut the Sidi-Bou-Zid—
Maknassy road, and advanced on Maknassy. Frepared enemy positions and
stiff resistance have held up our forces in the vicinity of Faild,

North of Pichon enemy forces have established themselves on the
crest of Djebel Ousselat.

In Central Tunisia the British 36th Brigade repulsed two enemy
infantry and tank attacks near Sidi Said, losing some ground but de-
stroying six enemy tanks,

On the night of Jamuary 30-31, Allied airplanes bombed enemy
railroad installations east of Maknassy, strafed epemy tanks east of
Faid, and attacked other tarpets in the enemy-held area, Sixteen
enemy aircraft bombed Bone. The next day the attack on Bone was
repeated, three of the enemy planes being shot down by Spitfires, Two
Spitfires were destroyed on the ground. US bombers set aircraft afire
at the Gabes alrdrome, scorsd hits on the shipping and harbor instal-
lations at Bizerte and shot down 15 (probably 18) enemy planes,
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Five US fighter aircraft and one "flying fortress" are missing,
Thirteen medium bombers attacked Trapani airdrome, Sicily, the

night of January 31-February 1,

AFRICAN=-MIDDLE EASTERN THEATER

On January 31 aircraft of the Ninth Adr Force successfully
carried out two bombing missions on the train ferry terminal at
Messina, during which sixteen B-24's dropped 36 tons of bombs.

All our aircraft returned safely.

PACTFIC AND SOUTHWEST FACIFIC AREAS

1. In his operations summary for the 24{-hour pericd ending
1300 GCT, January 31, General MacArthur reports that Allied patrols
operated near Wau; our artillery in the area shelled Wandumi
village, US and RAAF bombers attacked shipping at Rabaul, Wewak
and Ambon, and enemy airdromes at Penfoei (Timor) and Cape Gloucester,

RAAF A-20's pounded enemy positions near Mubo,

2., General Harmon's operations report for January 31 describes
two attacks on Vila airdrome by single "flying fortresses", each of
which dropped more than two tons of bombs; an ammunition dump was
believed hit.

On Cuadalcanal, our ground forces have encountered organised
resistance along the Bonegl River (west of Kokumbona),
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NORTH AFRICAN OPERATIONS

On January 30 an enemy force compriging at least an infantry
battalion uuppar_EdﬁPy artillery and tanks captured Faid and con-
tinued its penetration to the west and south.

Heavy Allied air attacks were made on a station north of Gabes
during which eight (probably twelve) of fifteen attacking enemy
planes were destroyed with a loss of four P-36's, on Ferryville
docks and shipping, on Blzerte and on traffic along roads in enemy
territory.

An attack by five enemy airplanes on Bone did no damage,

A1l British, American and French land forces east of & line
running generally south from Bone (exclusive) are under operational
command of the British First Army, command being exercised through

the British V Corps, the French Corps, and the American IT Corps.

ASIATIC THEATER

Ceneral Bissell reported on January 27 three offensive air
missions during which the railroad yards, locomotives and rolling
stock at Naba (north of Katha) were damaged by bombs and machine
gun fire from two medium bombers and eight fighter airplanes, the
rallroad near Mega unsuccessfully bombed, and the bridge near
Shadusup seriously damaged by four fighter airplanes which bombed
and strafed that tom.

SECRES
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PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREAS

1. In his summary of operations for the 2L~hour periocd ending
1300 GOT, January 30, General MacArthur reports that a strong enemy
force, estimated to be a regiment, attacked the Allied position at
Wau (thirty miles southwest of Salamaua) shortly befare dawn. By
noon the Japanese had been repulsed leaving 250 dead, including
their regimental commander; Allied losses were light. US B-17's
attacked shipping at Rabaul, cbtaining hits on an enemy vessel
and shore installations. A B-2L scored probable hits on a small
enemy transport in Open Bay, New Britain. Other Allied air attacks
were carried cut against Lae, Mubo and in support of ground cpera-

tions near Wau.

2. On Jamuary 30 Allied air attacks on Munda continued, some
ten tons of bombs being dropped. The ground advance on Guadalecanal
continued slowly.

3. Canton Island was shelled for 27 minutes by two enemy
submarines during the early mormning houras of Jamuary 30. No damage
to buildings or casualties resulted although two hits were scored
on the "Fresident Taylor" grounded near the channel entrance.
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