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WESTERN ll&liiSPHERE 

S 7773' 
D!:CLASSIJID 

08D Lot t or, ~-8-78 

On ll.arch 29 six B-24•s am six B-2S•s dropped more than 28 tons of 

bombs on the runway at Kiska, at least l2 hits being made on the target. 

Eleven P-38 •s , furnishing fight er protection for the mission, strafed 

the runway and main camp areas and gun inatallations in the vicinity. 

All of our planes returned safely although several were ds.Mged by 

heavy and accurate antiaircraft fire . 

EUROPEAN 1ll£ATER 

In the ~ch 28 bombing of Rouen our seventy B-l? ' s dropped 209 

tons of high explosives on the locomotive and repair sheds and in the 

railroad yards with good results . Our one B-17 >!hich was l~t was 

seen to crash in the water off the French coast . Excellent support 

was furnished our mission by RAF Spitfires. 

NOR'n! AFRICAN 'n!£A TER 

1 . Elements of the British X Corps which had nanked the west 

end of the L!netb line, enter ed Gabes shor tly before noon , JJaroh 29, 

am British amor ed columns occupied El Ha:m:>a . other units of the 

British Eighth Army completed their occupation of the ~eth positions 

and pressed northwan:i; by noon of l!&t'Ch JO contact had been made w1 th 

eneey-prepared positions be tween tho Oul£ of Oabes and the Chott ol 



52 2 .. 
Dr~LASSIFIED 

OlD Letter, 6-3-72 

Fedjadj. Allied un1u were adn.ncin& on Xeb111 f rao tho northnst and 

south . 

1be !.!arch 29 attack ot t.ho US 1st and 9th Intantry D1via1ono 

carried ~hell to their objectives dolll.nsting the Gafsa-<Jabes highway 12 

ailes out of El Guetter. french patrols pus hod across the oussoltia 

valley. 

In the nort.h, en8111)' u.nUs ..-oro witbdrawiru> nort.h and east 

cram Djobol Abiod in tho face of a furious British attack; the co.oando 

force ohich landed four days previously was attacked by the enemy after 
penetrating 12 ailos lnland. The British also a ttacked oan of Beja . 

During &:arch 28 and 29 Allit<l t1!1tter and bo,.,er attacks con-

tinue<l on the enaiiiY forces rotreatins north troa Q&bes and on his air­

fields . Allied !1&hter """'PS in control and northern Tunisia nre 

effective against troop concentrations oast of &:aknaeoy and onOIIIY 

aircraft, General Brereton'• bombero droppod acre than )0 tons or 

bombs on srax. 

2 . General Spaatx reports that cor P-40-L•s are doins excellent 

work . This is a l111Jtene<l form of m<ldium-aHHude tighter airpLt.na . 

Last ""k 11"111le onsaged in oscortinr boiObers a croup or P-40-L• s do-

atreyed five l$-l09•s and daaaged two others . On !larch 28 this u,.,. 

group on a reconna1esance aiaaion destroyed seven ME-109'•• with a 
loss o! one or our pl&nos . 
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ASIATIC '01 4 '11\ll 

5ECA21 
DZCLASSTPrD 

oan Le<<or, &-s-?a 

l. on llarch 29 P-1.0 aircrart ot Uta 14th Air Force n ew 

n-w:::10:roue o!fon~ive reconna.issance aiaalona during Yid.ch erway tuel 

either cla:Aapd or destroyed near L&ohio . A pilot of the Slot 

Fighter Oroup new e rescue llliosion in a prillla ry trainer, landing 

and taking ol'f undor fire within one nd.lo or enemy headquarter• to 

pick up anot.hor fighter pilot 1rho had boon forced dO'r111 behind enemy 

lines north .. -.n o! IIYi tkyina . 

lihUe P"'-0' s of the 10\h Air Force bo::obod and strotod 

enemy 110tor tronoport, headquarter• inatallations and troop col\111'18 

in northern Bunr.a, tour B-24 •s succesa.tully att.ackod the doc,ca at 

Tavoy (southern Burma) and a nearby 1111n1ns plant; this targe t wao 

some 1,100 llilea !rom the bombers ' base . on their return trip t wo 

ohips and a liahthouso along the s outh Bun-a coast were bollbed and 

2 . Dw'ins the aonth of February a total or JSJB tons ot 

freight were carried trom India to China by the e1r freight route , 

Due to bad woathor airplanes could operate on 24 days only. 
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OSD Lotter, 6-8-71 

SOU'!II'IIEST PACIFIC 'JHEATER 

1. In his operations sumrnar,y for the 24- hour period ending 1400 

CCT, 16arch 29, General MacArthur reports that six Australian bombers 

attacked targets in the Kai Islands, while othor .Ulied reconnaissance 

planes attacked Gasma ta airdrome and Cape Gloucester runway and l!adang 

Harbor . In the l.!ubo area Alli ed patrols are in contact with enemy 

• forward positions . 

• 

An 8,000-ton mer chant ve•sel was discovered JO miles north of 

New Hanover, a convoy of two destroyers, five medium ~t~Brchant vessels, 

and one tanker JO mil es southwest of Ne?!' Ra.nover, arxl a group of four 

flnidentified vessels 50 miles southwut of Kavieng . 

2 . '111e COI:IIllanding General, Army Air Forces , hes been directed to 

prepare one sddi tional heavy bombardoent group and one medium bon:bard­

ment group for movement to Aust ralia to serve with the 5th Air For ce , 
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llOR'm AFRICAll TH£A'I'ER 

DtCLASSIVID 
OSD Lotter, 5- 8-71 

On llarch 28 the British Ei!lhth A.r:ey advanced and occupied the l.lareth 

positions with advanced elements of its X Corps , •1lich had flanked the 

west end of this line , bein" reported t wo miles south of El Hama and 13 

mllee southwest o£ Gabes anci moving on these tovms . "oro than 6 , 000 

prisoners, the majori ty Oem.an, have been taken . 

The US 1st and 9th Infantry Divisions, meeting etubborn """"'Y 
resistance, attacked in an eJ:tort to capture the high ground north and 

south or tho Oafsa-Oabes hiphway eaot of El Ouettar . Allied patrols 

were aggressive alone the Central Tunisian front . Little change was 

reported near !Jaknassy or Fondouk, but to the north a limited-objective 

British attack astride the Sedjenane road made some progress in spit.e of 

bad weather; by nightfall over sao pri!;oners had been t.D.ken. 

Bad weather restricted bombin;! operations , but Allied fighter s and 

fighter-bombers continued to harass the en""'Y on both fronts ; Axis 

aircraft performed battle missions on a reduced scale . 

ASIATIC 'lliEATER 

On !larch 28 five B-2L •s sowed 30 ha1f-ton <>aenetic mines in the 

Rangoon River sb ipping channels . 

The next day two P-40•s of the lLth Air Force, while makl.ru! an 

offanaive reconnaissance ot the western Yunnan tront, set fire to 



!ICC: i2 I 
DlCLAUinll 

tD' JooeUn, '-&-'I 

plleo or one:o,y eaaoline dr\llloJ the M!S'!lt.ant fire . .. viaible tor fifty 

mil.. . Ono of our pursuit planes did not return from thio oiosion. 

SO:"!'!IIf.ST PACifTC Tl'EATER 

General MacArt~.ur reports that 40 enemy bCIIIbers, oocorted by a 

larpo !ormation of tighter planes, attacked ohippinv and Wharf insta.lla-

dcatro:yod lJ (probably 25) of the eneey aircraft; one ot our fi;;htPr 

area caused no da:nage . l).u- na the 24-hoor period end.ine l)OO OCT, 

llarch 28, Allied bombers carried out Sr.l&ll scale attacka on the Gaamata, 

':ape O.cccester, Finoehhafen , ll.aclang, Dobo, and Sal&."llua areas and de-

stro~od one or two enemy harpe a found north or Finschhafon . 

PACIHC T~EATER 

Six us fighter planes, auacldng tho oniJII\Y noat plano base at 

Faiai, llarch 29 , aot five to oovon enemy aircraft afire and on their 

return trip strafed an ene:>y destroyer, l.,.vin& U!o voaaol aold.nj,' . 

B-l7•a bombed tho e.>tiiQ' air basoa at &.in and Kahili; hita wen- observed 

on tho runways and i n tho revetment areas . All of our planes returned 

s&t'oly. 

8201 !2 I 
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DlCLASSI'l'In 
~SD Lette~, 6-3-78 

1 . On ~b 27 tour 8-U•s, roturl\l.Jll from an unauCCOio!ul ut.e,..,t 

to contact the eneli\Y convoy reported weat or Attu, made a adrd.loUl:l-.altitude 

attaok on Kiske, scoring hits on the radar aite and in the hangar area . 

A. l"''I\Y aircra.ft tumiahtd cover for our naval task force . 

2 . ,. war Departant not.Hiocl Generals Brett and alsh to uae 

every et!ort t.o effect, in agreet:lllnt wiUI the French author1tiu, the 

earliest possible completion of an a1rt1eld near Cayenne for the taeti-

col use of our units in the Antilles, u well as o£ ow- J.ir Transport 

C....ancl . 

) • The 1.rrJ>¥ Ground Forces issued orders tor tbe aov•ent or the 

lot Special Service Force from Fort William Henry Harrison, Uontana, 

to Cup Brad.Iorcl, 10 ad1u east or Nor!ollc, Virginia, tor training in 

a=phibioua operations, 

l. A Focke-'lftllt Kurier was siEjlted over Iceland on )larch 2? . 

2. Seventy B-17• e of Ule US 8th Air Force attacked tho railroad 

)'atcla at l!o\len on March 28, one! good r11ult.e were reported in opita or 

cloudy conditiona . tne:Q' air opposition •• strong and peraiatent, 

aatl 



320: !& 
DTCLAfS!FitD 

~so Lotter, b-3-?J 

five {probably eight) eneey fighter airplanes baing destroyed; one 

of our bol!lbers tailed to return. 

NORTH tJ'RICA.~ 'mEA TER 

llY night )!arch 27, the US 34th Infantry Division, continuing its 

eastward advance, hod entered Fondouk encountering but slight OppOSi-

t1on . Allied fighter and light bomber aircraft attacked ene"'Y move­

ments along the roads to Gabes from El Hamma and the llilreth line, 

intercepted eneey Iil)httr• and di~e - bombers deep within ~oeir own 

positions causing th¢0 to jettison thei r loads, and supported ground 

operations by striking at targets or opportunity_ weather impeired 

heavy al>i medium bomber 0p0rat1ons and there was practically no eoe"'f 

opposition except along the coast. Eneaoy torpedo airora.rt made several 

attacks on en Allied e .. tbound convoy between Djidjelli and Bougie; one 

of our merchantmen was hit . Nine enemy and two Allied airplAnes were 

destroyed in the day' s operations . On March 26 the air transport mo~•­

:nent between Italy and TUnisia was unusually heavy . 

ASIA TIC 'mEA TSR 

On I!Arch 27 siX 8-24' s sowed magnetic minos in the shipping 

channels of the Rangoon River. As a diversion, six other B-24 1 s bombed 

Rangoon and a nearby a1rdrolll8 . Effective blackout of tho aroa prevented 

precision b01:1bing but it is believed that good results ,.ere obtained . 
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D!CLASSIJID 
CSD Lot tor, 5-S-72 

SOU'ft!'NEST PACIFIC TIIJ::A 'l'ER 

Ih hio operations sWl<ll8ry for tho 24- hour period ending 1300 OCT, 

uaroh 27, General MacArthur reports that a 8-24 on reconnaissance 

bombed and machine- gunned an 8 ,000-ton cargo vessel i .n Bogia harbor 

( northeastern New Gui.nea) . Tw'O other 8-241 8 1 returning fro:n recoo-

naissance missions , ba:>bed the water front and damaged buildings at 

sawnlakld. ( 'llUlimbar I s . ) . Light bomber s attacked enemy installations 

in t~.e vicinity of Lae , llubo, and SSlamaua where a large explosion 

resul ted . 
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EUIIJPEAN THEATF.R 

5 P?§J 
DULAssrrm 

OSD Lotter, B-8-71 

An unidentitied airplaru! WM plotted over Iceland on llarch 26 . 

On the al'tornoon of l!arch 26, tho X Corps {lat Anorod DiYioion, 

2d New Zealand Division, bth ...,.orad Br~ado, and Le Clerc' o force) 

launched an attack ~ich 0y avenine or tho 27th had reached a point 

t wo ,.Ueo from El Hltnma . The Lth Indio.n Division on tho south of tho 

llareth Llne, aCtor baing dela.rod by ainetields &nd by eDOay roaiotance, 

continued their advance clu1.rc t.he 27t.h . Hoaory Axis aov.,..nts were 

rtportad on t.hat C..., nortn and northwest !rort tno llareth LiDO and troa 

El H..,.. At dawn en l!arch 27, the US )bth Infantty Oiddon attacked 

oaa tward in central Tunisia and by 1800 had roached a point U n mlles 

southwost or Fondouk , after encountering slight opposition, 

On llareh 26 Alliod air forces 11Upportod ground opsrationa . 'lho 

e,_y cantirued his usual air tranaport and reconnaissance maoions. 

5hlpp1zli 1n Algiers barbor wu ettacked 0y six ene:ey basbtra Which hit 

ono o11pt7 Allied ahip . In the ~· e operations one Allied and t'IIO onay 

b<zlboro were reported destroyed , 

AS:U.TIC TIIF.ATER 

On lt&rch 26 two P-40•• or the 14t.h .ur Force flow an otrenaivo 

roconnaiuance lliaaion durin& which t.hey aachine-gunned and Qlmed two 

aovin& trucka 1n the vicinity o! J1711Jc;yin& . 

I• 
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9Cl''T'fr'£ST PA.CtFIC TH!.An:R 

In hlt operat.iona IUI!I':It.r')' for the 2U--b~r P'!riod endins 1)00 OCT, 

ll~ 26, General ll.&cl.t"t.hur deacM.bea a t.hnf ... hour nt¥ht. t>Gmbinl; attack 

qa.truu. wuak -.her. phot.ocra;hk o.corw-.&t.Nnot ar.o .. d enel!)" aari.ne 

ae:.hi.~ lrind a OOhCit:t.ratioo or )... l.and..1nt: W,ea in ton. t-..,-bor; c;q 

ob .. rnd. AlliK li&h\. and ucn.. boabva a\.~.eked ee..,. podt.ior .. nNr 

f1 .t.u, saa-u.a, and Mlbo . 

4 ) 
) 

e.coMaieNnCt oon.ti..r.ed pn.v1wa .report.• or ooncent.Nt.ion• or on-r 

a.ir and naval tt.r.nct.h 1n the Bial!lareks , 

lho 1011•1 nided llarauke (not.ern Mtw Olain.a), causing aoDS dallq:t 

to eirll atilin1Urat.10n bu..Udi.nga. Q2r 8-l!t.'t thot. dolrn one ena7 

Qcht.er pdne ~rh~ t.h• dt.f'• openUone . 

PA~IP'IC l' 1!:1!'1.1 

on kroh 26 ntt.een 1-111 '• or the lJt.h .Ur rorc- dropped et,nt. 

t.ons of l'llgh tJCplodnt -.nd inoendi&r7 botlbt on Na•Jru tsl.and (,.at.em 

OUbtrta) , hlt.L1ne the rurrwa.,yJ ctuarten and bu-rw.dca area, and pJ"''b,tbly 

aeveral lirpllnta on r.he rround. 

SF? 
•• 
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SliSRST 

on JLarch 26, following a report of an eneacy" task force or tour 

cruisers, four destroyora and t wo transports, oigbted about 1)7 miles 

wo•t or Attu, our ILir roreoo were alerted to strike. Further details 

have not been reported. 

Earlier 1n the da¥ eleven B-241 s and three 8-25•s dropped •~ 

15 tons of bo~abs on the litk& air t1eld, cup a rea, and dot ensi ve 

works . Duin& this day and th& pre"fious two ds¥o P- JS•s ucorted 

aediwo boabers and also attacked the hangar, beaeb, ILnd caap areas . 

EU I!Jl>ENI '!IlEA 'l'ER 

At lust t wo unidonUtied aill'lanoo were reported over Iceland on 

l&arch 25 • 

Oe,.,., ponzer unite appeared to bne been replaced northeaH ot 

llaretb lerply by Italian troope and to bno liOYed to tho battle area 

sout-ot or &l H-; bard fi&l>ting continued durin& llarcb 25 en tho 

front or tbe New Zoaland Corps in tbo let tor area. A light attack on 

tho lst US Intantry 01v1t1on wu repulsed; OW" lot Al"111>1"8<1 01v1a1on 

continued its attack on tho paso oix miles ... t ot llaknasoy. Uttlo 
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SSJRE7 
DICLAUtrtD 

Ol D ~o\\or , &-S-71 

actirtty 'R5 repartee! to tho north, 

Dur!Jlg llarch 25 4111ocl air forces renfl'll'ed their attacks on enol~~)' 

po.sitions , comunications, and airtielcls llhl.le Axis aircraft perfonr.ed 

similar combat missions on a o0111ellhat reduced scale . Eighteen enolll)' 

bo"'bers, intorcoptod by our !ightora, were forced to jettison their 

bollbs in their own area. RAF bocabaro attacked the reil rcod junction 

west or Stu and Rurrie&ne • t.&nJc.-bu.sters• were again succesatul against 

eneJQ" araored vehicles. Six oneJQ" o.irplanes were clailOed doetro:rocll 

three Ulied aircraft are aiseing. 

)(ore than 100 three .. ot.ored airplanes and a nUIIOer or six....,n;;inocl 

transports oporet.od between Italy and '1\lniaia on !Iorch 24 . 

I.SU TIC THEATER 

On l!a.rch Z3, nine B-25 11 destroyed barracks and wa.rehouaee near 

the en8:ly airdrome a t lloiktila (100 llll.lea south of llandalay). On 

ll&reh 24, two B-1? 1a strafed river boats aoutb of llandalay, and 18 

B- 24's, dropping 48 ono-ton b<abs on the ICJ'itnge bridge (in tho .....,. 

rerlon)' da.agod both approechol and rendered the bridge unservic .. 'blo , 

1!1e - day eight B-25 11 dauGod one,.y railroad installations at 

llaYIIIYO (northeast of lllndalay), 

SOUTR'IEST PACil'IC '!'1!FJ.'IJR 

In his operations sWIIIII&ry tor the 24-hour period ending l;lOO OCT, 
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DECLASSirliD 
diD Lo\\er, 6-!-78 

eauoing fires in ~he t.ooon . Fi<e Ut)l~ booobera raided ~he S&l.aaua 

.... and a~ucko wore IOIIde by heavy b<*>ers en oumau, tao, and on 

Ub1li whore one B-l7 dropped bombs a~ halt-hour intervals tor three 

hours . Six 8-24 ' 1 scored direct hito on a wr.a.rf and two 1110di""' vesoell 

at AJobon, shooting down one eneJt;T fighter. 

Pho~ograpbs ind.l.ea~ed the prnenco ot 7 des~royers, other naval 

ve10eb, 145, 000 tons or merchant shipping and 81 fighter~ and bomber 

aircraft in the vicinity or Rabaul. 

PACIFIC THEA 'i'KR 

On ll&reb 26 two ellel!Q' airplanu a t ain approached Canwn Island; 

one or them dropped ei!Jht bombs on the airfield, demolishing a Navy 

tl)'ing boat . Although the air warning sratem detected the approach 

or these airplanee, &n attempt to intercept the:n was unauccassful • 
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1. on arch 2S nino B-24 1a an4 tour B-25'• bc.bed the loncling 

atrip and antiaircraft inatallationa on Kiaka Iol&nll, acorina """" 

hits in the target area. Heavy antilircratt tire was oncountored but 

4111 ot our Oirpl&neo ,..t;umad. 

2. A report be& been recelncl tbet tho Northeaat Greenland 

(nat1Yo) alodga petrol was !ired upo.n by a •chlne-gw> in tho vicinity 

ot lakilllonoeo (.aat ccoot or Greenland on 74th parallel). l!oadquarters, 

Oreanland Ballo Coaaand, 1o investlptln;;. 

NOR!ll AFRICA.>! '!!!EA'!!!R 

The eno"G' ado lo'f8r41l. unauccoaatul attacks against our lot In-

tan try Division southeast of El ouattar on II& rob 24J la to that night 

another ODOIIQ' attack was launched, dotallo ot which hava not been ro-

ported . -.,uo tho Now zealand Corpo continued ito prua....., aoutbwoot 

ot El &-, the coaetlll eoctor of the Brltiob Eighth Ano;r trent be­

.... quieter, Jihu;y prooouro in northern TUnisia io dialnlohingJ tho 

area i..adiatol;y northwest ot Medjez-ol-Bab was reported unoccupied, 

Allied air tcrcea continued their intonaivo attacka on ·~ &ir­

t1ol4a , bolobod ona11,7 1nat41llationo and pooitiona near llareth and Gabea, 

and attacked tho dock aroa at f'errTtilla Whore one IIOd.iua and two s-.11 

111rchaot nooola wore hit. '!Wnt;y-tour llodl.wo boaobera ot Conor-.J_ 

Brereton• a force dropped J4 tone of bolllbo an Zarat, Dll&r tho COUtU 



DEOLASSIFID 
OlD Letter, 6-3-?a 

em of the llaret.h line, Allied aircraft aupported also ground operations 

am were asped.ally eftective against. OI'IO"'Y tanks am motor transport.a­

tionJ nine (probably 10) enO"'Y planes wre destroyed and four Allied 

aircraft lost, 

rn the ll&rch 22 attack on Palermo by B-l?•s of the 12th .Ur Force 

one ship was blown up; another, a 121 000-ton vessel , received several 

hits causing an explosion and list, another largo ship •• hit once, 

and an e.acort twice. 

IIIDOL! WT~!!I'l'R.U. AFRICA!! 'll!f.lTSR 

Heavy bombers of tbo US 9th llr Force attacked lleul.na on llarch 

24 dropping 55 tons of bombs. Direct hits """' observed 1.o the target 

area causing fires in the railroad yards, naval oil and storage tanks, 

and ferry tenol.nal. two enemy fighter planes were destreyed. 

SOU'!lll!EST PACIFIC THEATSR 

In his operations sua>&ry for the 24-hour period ending 1300 OCT, 

ll&rci! 24, Oeneral llacArthur reports that Allied air activity consisted 

of a sorios of attacks on Gaam&ta, Lae, Bulc&, ene"'Y positions 1.o the 

MUbo areaJ west of Now Guinea Japanese-occupied points in the Kei Islands 

were attacked, 

A reconnaissance B-1? reported tho presence of a destro:rer and three 

trei8htora 1.o the horbor at ~~ this airplane shot down one, posllbly 
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t wo, onecoy !ighhr aircrart, Enecoy air raids on !LI.lne Bay and or o Bay 

did no damage , 

PACIFIC THEATER 

1. On !larch 24, t"enty-four torpedo bombers and three B-l7 ' s attacked 

the Kahili airdrome; results have not been reported. 

2 , Tho l72d COlllbat Teo:n (172d Infantry Regicont, lO:ld Field 

Artillery Battalion and other units of the 4Jd Division) consisting 

ot 157 offioers, )4 warr ant officers and 3,441 enlisted """arrived 

at Guadalcanal on ).!arch 2) . These units wore aboard the •President 

Coolidge• when that ship was sunk off Espiritu Santo on October 26, 

1942 and sinco thon have been on that island . 

EUROPEAII THEA TEll 

The i nny Service Forces notifisd General Lee thst the reduction in 

Russian requirements for tho 11-4 medium tank will pormit the US to moot 

all present British roquir•ents for this tank and al so to send an 

additional 4,000 to England to repl ace an equal number of Crom'O'ell 

tanks .tlicb the British propose to produce this year. Since shippin& 

is inadequate to transport these tanks to Jlllglend in addition to rail-

rood equiP""nt alread_y on order, General Lee ""s instructed to suggest 

to llr , Harriman that the British use their cro.,.oll tank facilities 

for the prodllCtion of railroad equipment, thus freeing ohipping for 

the transport of the lo!-4 tanks to the UK. 
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During tho morning of ~arch 2) oowoy tanke raided tho Hodjob-ol-

Aioun area, apparent.ly as a diverting crl.ss1on, an.d withdrew. Further 

south, enemy forces , supported by about 50 tanks, twice attacked the 

front of the US 1at In!antry Division but withdrO'ff alter suffering 

considerable losses in men and tanks; another un.succ.esstul attack. was 

.ado on this front early on Y&rch 24. During Y&rch 23 and 24 the 

anwoy reacted violently along the Maretb line, particularly at the 

coastal end where the British were forced to withdraw; the situation 

is still obscure. 'fhe New Zealand Corps continued its pressure 

against the eno~ southwest of El Hamme . 

On the night ot March 22-2) Allied night bombers attacked Sfax. 

'!'he next day the Allied air forces supported front- line units, carrying 

out devastating attacks on enemy tanks, motor transports and troop 

• concentrations; US B-l?•s and P- )B•s again attacked Bi%orta. Enemy 

torpedo bombers were active over tho Bay of Bougie; hostile fight er 

patrols a.nd. reconnaissance aircraft operated over the entire .f:ront. 

Enemy air transport activity between Italy, Sicily and Tunisia con­

tinued on a high level, During this pariod five {probablY seven) 

enemy planes were destroyed and two Allied airer..rt are roportad 

missing . 
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IIIDDLR £AST-cEI!TJW, AfRICA!i TH£AThl! 

On llarch 2.) twenty-<>ne US heavy bo~t~bers of the 9th Ai r Force 

dropped 50 tons of bombs on Messina, while 24 mecliu:n bor.>bers dropp<>d 

so~:~e 32 tons of bombs on targets in the Oabes orea. A delayed report 

of llarch 22 states that 17 medium bombers attacked Gabas on that date 

also. Good results were observed on all missions. 

• US fight,ers were active in raids against enenzy ground forces and 

as bomber escorts . 

ASIATIC Tli£ATER 

Fighter airpl anos of tho 14t h Ai r rorce new offensive racon-

na issance missions on Warch 21, 22 , and 23, damaging enemy locomotives 

and an enemy truck column . 

On lfarch 23 seven aadium bo"bers at tacked the Tha.i Railroad 

• Junction (?5 miles south or Mandalay) with considerable ef fect. 

SOUTHWEST PACIF'IC TJ!EATER 

In his ope rations sumaa ry for the 24- hour period ending 1)00 OCT, 

l!&rch 23, General KacArthur reports attacks by 2? B-l?•s a gains t tho 

Lal<unai, R&popo , aod Vuoak&nau ,l,irdroo>es near R&baul wbere reconnais­

sances had revealed a concentration of mora than 250 one~ airplanes. 

ssgp 
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Ilelllolit.ion, tra-ntation, and incendiary bQmbs were unci, llany small 

fires, preslm&bl.y burnl.ng aircrart, were started as ftll aa two largo 

fires in the warehouses. An 8, 000-ton voosol nearby was machine-gunned 

and set afire , lledium and light bombers made nUJDOrous other air attacks 

on targets in the vicinity of salamaua and llubo . Tw<> Allied airplanes 

attacked oao•ta airclr001o with unobserved results, Tho small (500 ton) 

ship •ttackecl by our B-24 on IIQrch 21 was definitely sunk, 
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Tho war Dep&rtll8n~ in!onoed. all defense and overseao CODMI\dere 

of the doveloptoont. or a new WP4' of very low barrage balloon battalion 

(operating 135 balloono aingly or 2?0 1n tandem one above the other) . 

! lethel d.ovico attached to tho mooring ceblo of thoso balloons ox-

plodes wtlen the wire bee..,., ent.naled nth an """"G' plano . llhilo 

~ theoo battalions, h1&hl7 •ob1lo, are nonoally used for protection 

agoinst lo•-alt.l.tude bollbarcl.ont and strafing aircraft, th07 can olio 

be used 1n aaphibi.,. operations , ahip convoys and for the de!enao or 

trains whenenr the oYOr!lead clearance per:al.t.s thoir attach.on~. 

I 

1. On !larch 22 aircraft or our llth Air t'orco, in sovon llliuiona, 

dropped more than 24 tons of hi&h explosives and incendiarieo on tho 

one:oy posit.l.ons and inotallat.l.ona on Kiaka; a heavy overcast impaired 

observation or resulta . 

2 . ~ 1r"q Ground Forcoa i .. uocl orclers for the cov•ent of tbt 

4th llotorbocl D1•1sion ( llljor o-ral R. 0 . Barton) f'roa Ca.cop Oordon, 

Oeorgia, to Fort Dilt, liP Jorao7 1 tor pe..-nent station. 

!nother unidentified airplane na reported ovor Iceland on !larch 22 . 

• 
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the northern and central TUniaian Ironto were rela ti voly quin 

during llarch 22 . In tho eouth, our lot &rmored Division, occupyl.nc 

l!alcnasoy witnout oppoo1tion, reached a line four miles eaot or the 

to>O\ , By dark an attack by tho US let InfantrY Divieion againet 

otrong eneey position• southtast of !1 Gu.ttar made sooe headway; 

tho en•y, countertttackinc tho next. 110rning, scored a local ow:cess 

but ~ilecl to dialodp our troops !roto tho haighto doain&ting tho 

hiproay to-.rds Ga!sa , &n ODU1 counterattack northeast of llal'oth 

.-de s011e progress but at dark tho Brltiob Eichth Ar'Q)' still ..aint&ined 

its br idgehead . On tho Domina or l(arcb 2) the New zealand Corps .... 

""'etinc with one"'Y tank reoiltanco 10 adlos southwest of IU H....... . In 

tho current attacks more than ) , 000 cnOIIIY prisoners have been captured . 

the TUnisian and Weo tarn lleoort .Ur Forces, closely coordinated, 

concentrated their at.tacka on ene1:11;1 tanks, aotor and troop eoncent.ra-

tiona, and airfields in eouthom Tunie1a; British •Tank Bu.stor" lfurri­

caneo (armed with t100 2-poundore) were particularly effective apinot 

anoored Yehicles. US 8-l?•a and P-)8•• - Palen::~o harbor. tho 

.,t!IIV, a: air force was active &l.on.c t.tw north coast., t.orped.oi.na an 

Allied transport al.dway between Oren and Ug1ers and a tanker anchored 

ott Bone, and showed greater act1rlty in the south where bo:nber, recon-

naissance and battle a1u1ons were parronnod . Durinc the day a total 

or 22 (probably 32) en•"'Y airplanes were destroyed w1 th a loss or four 

Bri t1 sh planes . 
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On llarch 21 fifteen &-24 1 a ot the lOth .Ur Force dropped aoce 20 

tons ot boa'be on the Goktailc Viaduct (northeast o! ll&nd&loy), deiiOllah­

in& one apon and bitting the approochoa. '!'he next day nino B-2S1 1 

repeated the attack, hitting tho aot.iaircra!t defenses. 

SOU'lli!EST PACIFIC THEA 'l'ER 

1. In bia operations S\.ICliiDJ"Y for tho 24-bour period ending 1300 

GCT, llarcb 22, General llacArtbu.r l"'ports that the Japo.nen ..,.. 

s trongly defenct1nc the salneuo ...... 'Ibrae Japa.neso airplane• 

dropped 10 bollbs on ll1lne BaYJ no daloa&e • • caused . Four US B-24'• 
and 9 Australian l!aaufigbtora dropped 2,000-lb . bombs on the airfield 

at Oasmata and atrated the town and airdrome. The en8111)' airfield at 

Finscbbafon alao was harassed by one of our reconnaissance bombers. 

2. The ar Deportaeot int ..... d Qoneral llacv-tbur that tho rapid 

rehabilitation of rubber resources in l"'occupied territory 1a or ncb 

illportenco thu it IIUSt be undertaken as a lll.lltary operation under 

his direct control until civilian IIIIUiage:oent can be roostabllahed . 

J,ctioo baa boon initiated in washington to make available ouch person­

nel and equipment as he needs. 
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DECLASSIUO 

OlD Lette~, ~ 1-71 

l. I. OenMn airplane wu report.cl over Ieel&nd, llarch 21, 

2, on ll&rch 221 87 UNI&Cort.cl US haa'f)' bombers dropp.cl 2)0 

tons or hich explosives on 11Uhelash&nn .nth good results. Twent7-

aix (problbl7 )7) ooo~ fighters wore dettroyad for loso ot three o! 

our bo11bora. 

NORTI! J.Fl\!CI.N WE.\ TER 

on ll&rch 21 tho enelllf captured and held tho big~ gl"'W>d two 

llilos northWoat o! Djobol J.hiod deapito a British counteretttek, 

In oouthorn TUnisia the US lot J.noored Diviaion was adYancina toard 

Kaknasoy While our lot Intantry Division roached the genertl line 

shown on tho IIIIIP 1n the region of 11 OuettfrJ 1210re than 1,~00 priaoners 

were ta.kon a a t.he tnUJ;Y wi thdre•. FUrther •out.b, the French puahed. a 

#J petrol t.o tho nortbweot edge o! ChOtt ol Fedjadj against strong re-
~ 

sist.anee. 

On tho n1cht or llareb 2()..21 un1ta or tho British £1gbtb J.nq 

attacked and secur.cl a bridgehead throUch 100117 obstacle• and a1n.­

f1elds at the northern encl of tbe llaroth position. At the """" time 

the Now Zealand CarPI Cl&nlced tbe southern on<l o! tbe ll&l'eth line 

and by aft&rnooo •e report.cl lS lll.loa ooutllwoat of El Ham& 

attackin& in !.be direction o! O.boa, Opere tiona are continuini. 

a 
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Tho .llllocl &1 r torcoa ll&irtt.ainocl tboir oftonaiYo, pow>!ing eno117 

pooitions and instaUatlona near Oobu, llarotb and 10. -, 

&~tacking enom,y lan<lin& grounds in ooutheastarn Tunisia, and dropping 

two-ton booaba and 1ncondiar1es on f'orryvillo; a rocluct.ion in hoet.Uo 

air reaction wu noted, A t.ot.al or oix (probably ten) onoliiY planoa 

were destroyocll two .llliod aircraft wore loot. 

Bombers or the 9th J.ir Force, dropping ovor 15 tons ot oxplo­

ahea and 1ncend1ar1ea on Naplea, ll&rch 20, acorocl hita on the town, 
railroad yarda, and tho Vittor1o Eom&nuele Mole. 

A§IU!C '11-l!AttR 

On llareh 21, P-40•e or the lOth Air Foree on of!oneivo recon-

naiasanee prollably sank two 70-ft. peddle atauors near wYi\Jcyina 

and attaekocl other ground t.argeta, Eisht P...t.O'• droppod aix 

1,000--lb. botlbs on llogaung, destroying two bloeko of the town. 

on !larCh 22, P...t.O•a ot tho 14th Ai r Foree continued t.heir 

haroosing operations in tho W&nsahih <• •tern Yunnan) area. 

SOU'J!IWFST PAClFlC TI!E,\TER 

In his operation• au.mary for the 24-hour per1od ending lJOO 

OCT, llareb 21, o.noral llacArthur ropo.rte t.,_t -11 ocalo attaeke 

.... JUdo b)' Allied aircraft on •ariou.o oneliiY •oasole ott New 
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A destroyer and a amall cargo vessel were bit a.rd eneacy ground 

EACIPIC niB'lER 

l . on• or two eneftU' alrpl.&n•• approachins canton !eland, 
llareb 22, dropped eix bollbs rroa 16,000 teet altitude . No d-p 

or casualties resul ted . 

2. On !larch 22 US al..rcrart succout\illy ainod tho wateno of! 
Kahil1. '!!ley were • upported during tbie lliseion by &-17 and B~4 

bo.bers . 



. I 

t 

!Nl pPiPN!I!!!lt 

JWl: OPI!UTIONAL SUJdiW!X 

No. 467 

0700 lloroh 21 to moo !larch 22 . 1943 



f 

OSD Loccor, 0-8-71 

IISTEI!N mt!SPHERB 

1. Ueutenant Colonel Le Bel or the Qiraud mission left Trinidad 

on )larch 21 and wu expected to arrive at C~enne, via Surinam, the 

same day. 

2. '!be advance echelon or Headquarters, lith A.ir Force bas 

closed at Fort Oreel.~ and ll'ill open at Adak in the near future. 

EUROPElN '!l!E,\ 'IER 

In tho tirst reporte on the )larch 18 b011bing of Vogosack, it ....., 

estaatod that 30 (prot.b~ 40) 10neocy aircraft were destroyed in aerial 

combat. In tho final claims just received tlle total ene117 aircraft 

lonea are now reported as 52 destroyed and 20 more probabl~ destroyed. 

NOR 'I'll I,FRIC4JI 'll!E4 'IER 

1. On ll&rch 20 the US lot Al11lorod Division occupied the high 

ground northwest of Station do Sonod preparatory to a fUrther advance 

in tho direction of llaknaooy. In the Djobel Abiod area the eneocy 

Collowod up the Allied 'llitlldra•l. 

On the night of ll&rch 19-20, the WOotem Dooort Air Forces 

opened a new a:lr o!fonoive ag&inot tha whole II& roth Uno , bombing on 

a 24-hour baoio. '!he following day •diua bo•bers or the 12th .Lir 

Force in two attaeke hit at lout twolw •MII7 grounded airplanes on 

airtioldo northwest o! O&boa. llliod Cightora new any eo.b&t .:looiono, 
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25 one~ tanka being particular~y heavily attacked north of Sened , 

On an anti-shipping atriko in the Sicilian channel .. cor!.od US B- 25•s 

were attacked by 25 one~ figlltors of which eleven (prob&b~y 12) wore 

destroyodJ our bombers set one ene~ merchant ship afiro. Losses for 

tr.e day total twol vo (probably 19) one~ planes and f1 ve Ulled air-

craft . 

2, '!'he units of tho Fr·ench XIX Coil's have been reorganized, the I d1 visions being decreased from four to t'llo, with each di via ion now 

conaioting of three infantry regiments and supporting artillery. They 

t 

are occupying a s.ec·tor south of Bou Arada and north oi' Pichon . 

G<onerol Koeltz coma.nds the XIX Corps and C<lnerols llaittinet and welwert 

are his division commnders , The remaining units, approximately •even 

reduced battalions, have been w1 thdrawn from the Cor ps and are being 

used on the lines of communication . 

3. .lt the request of the State Dopa~nt Ill'. llurphy was info.nood 

that tho war IJOpartiOent hao agreed to supply transportation for 

Spanish refugees who desire passage to llexico, using .l~ transports 

returning from North Africa to the OS, and railroad between tho US and 

14ex1co. 1be coot of this movemnt is to be detrayed by tho Government 

of llexico fro10 Spanish Republican funds at its diapooal. 

ASIA TIC THEU ER 

A fightal'-boJrbor mission of the 14th Air Force, composed of six 

modi\llll bombers a nd six fighter aircr~tft, attacked tho docks at the 
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river Urllinal or t'- .-Uroad !'roll tbo phosphate aineo in nort.hom 

French Ind<H:hino on ll&reh 19. Photographs reveal tbat tho entire 

shipping and receiving aroa waa destroyed, l2 hits being scored on tho 

railway yard a. 'lha t "" do)' P--40' o ot tho loth .t.ir Force boocbecl and 

machin ... gunnod • to'lm 6o milo• aouth or IQ'itlcyina, and sank a terry 

boat eouthwest or l(yitkyin&J a single P-40, on an oxparl.&ental !light 

with a 1,000-lb. bomb, scored a hit on tho approach to a brid&o south 

of l(y1tkyins , On l(.arcb 20 our fighter aircraft lll&do a barooo1ng raid 

'111th !ragJOentation bo:bs on Tiangzup (north of l(y1tkyina) and atdium 

baobora scored 1,000-lb. boolb hits on approaeheo to the l(yitngo 

brid go (south or ll&ndalay) • 

SOUt1111ISf PACIFIC 'I!!EI. TER 

In his operotions summary for tho 24- hou.r pariod ending 1300 OCT, 

ll.lrch 20, Oenoral llac.l.rthur report.~ tbat t1r0 US s-:!4's started !ires 

at P1Mchhafon and six othora boabod tho wharf area at .l.lllbon. Other 

.llllod bombers attacked Langaoor (Kei Ia.), ltaimana (southwest New 

Guinea ), and ono.Q" shipping nearby, oeoring a probable hit on an 

eno"'' ""'rch&J'It veoaol. .1. roconnaisaaneo plane, ai&hting five 1110ditR11 

merchant vessel.a, one tanker, and t~ escorting veaaela approaching 

e.boul, unsuccout'ull,y bollbod one or tho cargo ob1po . 
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Two B-17•a boa~ Kahili and B&ll&lo on ll&rch 19 with unobaorvod 

Aou.l.to . On tho - dq two 9-24'• &ado h&rau1ne a ttaclal on ial&ndo 

in the Shortl&ndo aroa. 
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l!ajor QeneraJ. Edwin F, Harding has been ordered to tile Caribbean 

Defense Canmnnd to cOJ:llll811d the Panana r.:obUe Force . 

liORI'H AFRICAN THEATER 

On !!arch 18 Allied fightor-b<>:lbers att acked en<JUy positions i n front 

of the BrUish E:4!hth Army . Coneicerable enemy activity was reported 

southwest of the l!ereth l ine . Allied mine sweepers north of Bone shot 

down one of six attacking torpedo bOO>ber aircraft . On that day, increased 

Axis air t ransport activity between '1\misis and the north ""'" reported. 

On !larch 19 the US ls t Infantry Division, with two t ank destroyer 

battalions, was organizirll tho defenses of the Oafsa area; our patrols 

made contact with the enemy in the vicinity of El Ouettar. In the north, 

only patrolling and artille.ry activity were reported 1n the Djebel Abiod 

area. Allied bombers attacked gun posi tions 1n ~he vicinity of l.!areth; 

elsewhere on the front, weather and soggy airfiel.de curtailed sir activity . 

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATER 

In his operations SUl!1l:'larY for the 24-hour period ending 1300 OCT, 

March 19, Gener al llncArtlnlr reports that Allied patrols were activo 

against eneli\Y positions 1n the llubo area, our A-2C's als.o attacking the 

enem;y there with ba11bs and machine-gun fire . 

An enec~y subo:larine , reported to be unloading supplies a t Lo.e the 

SFS?ST 
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rught ot ll.arch 151, ...,.. wblleq\>Om.1y attacked by !he B-2S•• which obtained 

tour direct hits, eauain& the ,..uel t.o o.isinteuate. Ot.her air at tac\ca 

....,,.., made on airdromea at Oaamate, Cape Gloucester, Pen!oei and on Aran 

(100 miles west or Oaemata) , where buUcl1ngo ware set on !ire and an 

ammunition dump destroyed. 

An enemy air raid by 18 boabero eocortad by )2 fighters aaainst 

Portlock Harbor on llareh 151 damaged a dock and launch. 

• PACI:riC Tl!ZATER 

~ 

• ~ 

On llarch 18 t wo US B-17' • barusad Kabili, Ballale and Vila; rew1ta 

were not observed • 

a 
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1. G'l Jlar<:l\ 17 two P-40 1o attacuel liolca harbor and tl\o -.in cup 

area witt\ trapontation bCIIbo . Sixteen en~ &ircrort. ..,.,..' ./,~"./.. on , - r the beach and in the ha.ngar area . on !lArch 19 our reconn'aioaancl air-
• 

plana attacked two Japanese l&nd1ng bargoa which ... ;.. carl")'ing personnel 

oahoro at Attu, but cauaed litUe da:lqa. During the 24- hov.r period 

ending 1200 z, llllr<:h 19, 21 tons of bombo were dropped by our fighter 

and bo:.ber aircraft on lioka. It is believed t.ba t tho Japanese lancling 

atrip on liaka will be ready tor ~• by April 1. 

2 . lt tl\a request of the local Pranch military oor.mander, three 

officers wera eant b:y a-rol Pratt rroa tbe Trinidad Sector to CayeMo 

u IOUbera or a US ailitary-naval aission. C010pl;ying witt\ a requaat 

or the State Depert .... nt , arrange ... nts have been l!llldo for the immediate I 
JIOV-Dt by air to Ca;yenne or Lt. Col. Albert J , P. Le S.l of tha Giraud I I 
lliaaion in aolliJlcton; he 11'111 act u GoYomor pro tea. 

In a auccoastu.l unoscortod daylight raid OD llareb 18 unclor 1dool 

wathor conclitione snenty-thrao 8-l?•s and 24 B- 24•• dropped 268 tone 

I 

of high explosives on the ana..,. sh1p;yarda arn aW.Orine base at vaguack, 

Gai'Mn)' {10 ailaa northwat or -n), 111o anUra target area becua a 

aolid reatangla or a110ko am flaM; aerial photograph• disclose that the 

powar-houu am u117 ucbina ahops am buildings 1n the ahip;yarde wera 
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either coarplotaly domoll8hod or very badly damaged , A smoke screen, 

started by tho enoi!IY in an effort to cover tho target, W&8 blollll away 

by the rlnd . St r ong and cont-inuous f ighter opposition wao encountered 

from the coast to tho target and until our airCraft were over the North 

Sea on the ""Y homo , '!hirty (prohsbly 40) enci!IY planes nre reported 

destroyed; two of our bombers nra lost. 

NORTB t.FRICA!i TBf.A m! 

During the night of March 1?-18 t he British .ado a local ll'ithdrawel 

toward Djobel Abiod. On March 18 ground activity in north and central 

Tunisia 11'&8 on a reduced scale . '1\:> tne south, our II Corps occupied El 

Guettar, the enemy offering llttlo opposition to the advance of our 

t r oops , Although wea ther restricted aerial activity, enei!IY dive bombers 

and other coiDhat a ircraft ware active over southern Tunisia; Alllad 

tignter- bombers attacked onOI!IY positions west of SedJenane, 

Heavy Oel'IDAn air transport traff~o betnen Italy and Tunisia was 

maintained during tho 17th . On the night of March 17 and the following 

day llalta- based !ighters narassed enemy COIIIIRUDicatione in southern Italy 

and Sicily. 

III!Il!E UST-GI5!!TI!lL APRICA!i I!W TER 

Seventeen 8-24 1• of tho US 9th Air Force attacked Naples on March 

18; no details nave boon received, 
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On ll&rch 17 and lB threo attack aiooiono of eight B-2S•a troa the 

lOt.b .Ur Porco again boabed tbe JC11 tnce (ll&nda:U)'} bridge ond one.., 

inat.al:Utions in t.ho YielnH)'. Hito nre scored on tbo bridge ond the 

approaeboa , 16 11-24 • s on ll&reh lB dropped aoro than .)S tone or bcabs 

on another i.lllportant ra1lroac1 bri.dae near Rangoon, acoring at least one 

h1 t on tho bridge and m&n)' othe ro on its approaches. One one"'Y tighter 

wao doatroyed, 

Sixteen tighter aircraft bombed and aacbine-gunnod Saniku (northeast 

of l(yitlc71na) 11here a largo prriaon of .,.DIY troopa waa reported . 

Filot.a report tho t tho bOilbing and roault.ant tire a destro)'*l mora than 

two-thirds or the to"", No US loaaoo wore reported .R>r thoao two days , 

SOU1111!EST PACIFIC 'lliE,l Tli:R 

In hie operations sumary for ll&rch 18 Genorol ••Arthur roport.e 

t that OS 11-24'• and P-)9•a and .t.uatrallan Beautightera beart)J' attacked 

liOdang with d0110llt1on and incendial')' boabo, causing lara• !irea and 

oxploeiona. Saaller attack• nre aado b)" .t.llled pl&noa on Buka, Kab1ll, 

Gaaat.a, Salaaaua, .t.lexiahafen, Tilliko ( !lllteh !low Guinu) , L&nggoor and 

Penfooi . In all of these opera tiona one .t.uatrallan A-20 waa loot . A 

US B-24, on reconnaisaance o•or Ambon, doat.royed tour (probably a.l.x) of 

ton att.acklna onea;r 11ght.oro, our boab&r returned to ito buo with one 

.,pn. put out ot action b7 a pboopborouo ba.b dropped b)" a Japanese 
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PACI FIC '!'HEATER 

()> llarch 19 a ainglo eneey plane bombed Canton Island . llo 

casllUUas or d&J>aga resulted. 
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l. ()> llarch 17 the 1JS 1st Infantry an:l 1st J.nlored Diviaiona 

ot our II Corpe, Wider t.ho c...-M or Lt . Ou. !'attan, cloool7 wp­

port.e<l b;y t.ho 12th Ur Force, rooccupiecl oatsa and continued eastward 

be;yord Station clo zannoueh, tho retreating ene.y eo11ll!!M bein& ropeat­

ocll;y ttit by our aircraft; little &lliii\Y opposition was otrorecl other 

tttan bomb inc and artillery fire . In tho north fierce fighting ragocl 

west or Socljonans whors the enolll)' attomptocl to tu.m tho Allied norttt 

fl&nl< ard udo scae local gains; consiclorable aircraft oetian accOll-

puiocl the voun:l Cightinc, ono en-.y airplane being clestro;yed. 

-tiler curtailed boav;y boaber operations; .t.lllocl ll&ht 

boabers ard Cig)lter aircraft floy ortensivo misoio!UI in t.ho oarea­

~ssy-Faid area against enelll)' tanks , transportation ard por oonnol . 

llhilo llalta-ba01cl fighters bombed tho Comioo airdrome Beaufort bombers 

• attacl<od ard sank an ene"')' tanker and dootro;yocl one (probebl7 tttroo) 

onelll)' planes just east or tbo too or Ital7. Ho&Y)' Oneill)' air transport 

traffic betYOon Ital;y and 1Un1a1a was reported for llarctt 16. 

2. 'lbo poaitions of the 8r1Qoh Sl.&httt .1.ntJY in aouthoastorn 

'!Wliaia """'' iaproved on the night or llarch 16- 17 and during tho 

follo1fina da;y. Ell&lll)' aircraft 1ftro aotivo, several divo-boaber 

at tacl<a boinc • d• near lloclenino, Ono (probabl;y two) enoa;y and t YO 

Allied planes • ro dostro;yod • 

.. eee:a.-
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l)lllar<:h 17 sixteen P-40•s scored five hits on 11 railroad bridge 

ond its approaches northwest of l(yitlcyina, and five more on adjacent 

trackage . Other P-40 1 s dropped fragmentation bolllbs on an en~ motor 

pool in the 8&me region causing consider~ble d~ge . 

SOU'll!11EST PACIFIC lHEATER 

In his operations s\U:mlllry for the 24-hour period ending l J OO OCT, 

l!arch 17, General IIAcArt.hur reports that tho onom;y had abandoned his 

Cootholds at two river moutbs sout h of salamaua and had Witbdrall'll 

nearly a mile north of Quadagasal. 

PT- boats destroyed six barges and their cre"" near llorobo (60 

mil es soutb of salamaua) . Seven B-17•s caused a large fire at Rapopo 

airdrome (RabauJ.}. Another B-17 bombed """lilY installations at Ubili, 

and Allied bolllbers ®~>aged barracks and docks at Langgoer (Ke1 Is . ) • 

An enemy suhmarine made an unsuccessi'ul attack on a,_n Allied convoy 

oft Brisbane. 

PACIFIC T!IE4 TER 

l)l !lArch 16 and 17 US heavy bombers operated on harossing missions 

against KabUl, wunda, Ball ale, and Vil a; resul ts were unobserved. 

sad tz I 
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1 . On llarch 1!), oix attack m1u1oM 1 in which 11 heavy bombers , 1!) 

modiWI! bombers, and !)2 fighter aircraft participated, dropped more than 

46 tons of banbe on the an""'y main camp aroa at Kiska and machine-gunned 

beach installations there . llany hits were observed in the target area. 

Ono of our fighter aircraft, damaged by antiaircraft fire, eraebed 1n 

the eea. The enemy did not attempt to intercept these m14siono although 

earlior in tho day throe Japanese f:lihters llltldo an u.n.ruccessrul. attack 

on our weather roeonnaio~ance airplane near Kiska. 

On !larch 16 the action was renewed, 12 B-24•o, 16 B-2S•o, and 

ten P-J6• o meking three raids in which 40 tono of bombs were dropped, 

probable hits on tho camp area, radar otation, and eubmarim base being 

reported. Heavy anti&ircra.rt fire was em::ountared, coating ua one B-25, 

damage to other bombers, and several caeuoltioa. Eight of our P- J 8•s 

engaged eight onamy airplanes south of Kioka; two (probably six) of the 

latter were ehot down with no loss on our part. 

2. On llareh 16 General &ckner, with t ho forward echelon of h1o 

otaff, arrived at the advanced conztulnd post of the Ala ska Defense 

c Ol!ltlAl1 d at Adak • 

NORI'H AFRICAN THEATER 

On the night of llarch 1!)-16 British bombers successfully att acked 

~!!Cit£ I 
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an on_,. airfield 20 allu nartlmtat of Gabes, and the road and raUroad 

between Qabes and srax. ll&lta-buod planes attacked the Lallpo<l!oa and 

Comieo airdr<1118s and dootroywd an eney airplane over Sicily. The noxt 

dey while ai.rcra!t of the Weetom Desert Air Forcee attacked ll'liiiiiY 

pos1Uoos in front of tho British Eighth Anny, US B-l7 ' s and P..38 •e 

hit three ships ot an en.m,y lorry convoy west of SicUy. The enemy' • 

combat aircraft ftro active; two of his planes were shot doom . 

Only lllinor activity was reported by the gr<JUnd troops for ll&rch 

16, 

ASIA TIC THEA'f£11 

Fighter aircraft of tho lbth Air Yorco attacked Bnii:IIY atoraco and 

Car:mlnie&tion inatollationa in eastern amna and northern French Indo-

China on llarch 16. That same day heavy and medium lx:abors of the lOth 

Air Force again scored heavy b011b hi to on the approaches of two 

!Jnportant railroad bridgee near llandalay and Rangoon; fighter ai.rcraft 

mde harasoillg attecke at two points in northern 9Jma. 

500 T!IIEST PACifiC THEA TtJI 

In hi$ operotiona ..._,..,. !or the 2L- hour period enclin1 lJOO OCT, 

llarch 16, Generel. ll&clrthllr reports that Australian aircraft '-bed 

Dobo, soorin& a direct hit on a radio otation. US B-25'• and P..38•a 

nt.acked Lao with unobaervod ruulta. other Allied aircraft a ttacked • 

•SECitZ I 
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Sal•aua an<! UbU1, shooting clown ono enemy banber which attempte<l to 

intercept th011. Aerial reconnaiuancu 41ocloood aeveral ohipe moving 

1n the rec ion o! the Bil!lll&rckeJ on llarch l J more than B$,000 tone or 

.. ret-ant eh1pp1ng and oome othe r cra!t were noted at Soerabaja, Java • 

ace:& 1 
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On llarch 15 tbe. ene"'Y made a local w1 tbdranl southwest of 

Sedjon&ne, In southern Tunisia be 1s holding a line 4' miles ftst 

of station de sened. Eighth Anl!;y patrols wore operating at points 

shown on the ""'P· 
us B-l? ' s attacked a.n enemy convoy consisting of two merchant and 

) tour escort vessels northwe~t of Sicily; hits were observed on on& 

merchantman and another ship was lett smoking. lledium bombers w1tn 

fighter escort, in tlt'O attacks on the ene:v airfield at Wetzouna, 

deatroyod about 1.2 ooe~ ground airplanes and !bot down lour more in 

aerial combat ; tour Allied fighters are reportad misai ng and one was 

forced down . Other combat missions were perforDIBd by both aidaa, '!'he 

us\1$1 en•>~•IY air transport activity continued Mareh 14 between Italy, 

Sicily and Tunisia. 

~ IIIDDLE &A.ST~E!ITRJ,L AFRICAN THE.\ 'l'ER 

On llarch 15 British aircraft operating under tbe US 9th t.1r Foree 

bombed Naples; reaults nre unobserved . our tighter aircraft destroyed 

three (probably five) enoiiQ' aircr aft on llareh lJ and another on llarch 

15. 

ASIATIC J!W,TIII 

On Karch 15 , unaucceasl'ul at~cka n re •de on bri dges along ene'DO' 

\ 
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lines or c()IIIIW\l.cation in northom Bunna by our fight·ors and 110cl11111 

bCllllborsJ tho tieJ>ters also attacked 101M onoJO;Y motor col..,., 

SQUT!f&ST PACI PIC n5.\ TEll 

In hie operation.o s-ry tor tho 24-hour period ond1ng l)OO 

OCT, !Iorch lS, O.noral ll&e.l.rthur roporto that an en..,y convoy ot throo 

sall ships packed 1d th t r oops approaching !lObo (.l.roo I•.) waa hoav11y 

attacked by l) .l.llied aircraft which uaed ca.nnon and mchino-guna and 

also &Ida bcal> hits on t wo ships. ()thor .l.llled air operation• included 

r&ido on tho IIUbo area, Gasw.ta t.own and """"'Y• Capo Qloucoatar, 

Finschha!on, and a •rch&nt vessel ott tho oouth coast or Dutch !lew 

Guinea. Ono .l.llied airplono was loot in tho a bovo oporatioDS. 

!rlo:oy air attacko wore IIIIOdo in tho Bun& area, where a sull d11111p 

was aot on !1ro, and on De.rwin, whtro buildinas and i\lol tanka were 

damaged. I n thh latter raid, by 25 bomboro escorted by 24 fil!l>tora, 

oicht (probably 14) ene111 tircratt were ohot down ldth an .l.illod lose 

or !our !ip.tors. 

PACIFIC TI!F.\ n:R 

on ll&rch 13, B-24 1 s bo=bed IIUnda, K&h1l1, and Ballal o, atartina 

tires on tho latter two &irdromoo. RacoMaiaoanco discloood a con-

contraticn or oip.ty &ircratt at Vila, Xahl.U, Ballalo, and f'*ia1 • 

.l.lthoueJ> -thor !a-red oporotiona tho next day, three B-24'• boabod 

II 
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Bal lale, IIUnda, and Kahill and targeu 111 ~he Shortlalldo area. Oft 

the northeaot coaot of Rsodovo I . ( New Oeorg1a) four P-)8 1 • set fire 

to a ao&ll veooel which blew up • 

a-s r 
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NORm .I.FRICAN 'J!!D'mR 

1. the attack !larch l.J by a British battalion ailoed at. tho high 

groWld """t of Sodjenane was unsuceosstul. I. subsequent eneii\Y attack 

in the same general area was repulsed . 

On !larch 14 a.n unconfined Nport was received of a largo 

enei!JY a.n:JOred force eas t and southeast. of Fa1d. 

In southeastern Tunisia the ene~, after mining and demolit i on 

operations, bas evacuated two towns west and southwest of llodenine . 

Photo reconnaissance reports ird.icate the presence of enemy earth 

works and anti-ta.nk ditches north and northwest of Cabas, between tho 

Gulf o! Gabeo and the impassable Chott-el-Fedjadj . 

\lhl.le practically all air a>J.ssions for the day .... re cancelled 

because of the weather, ! llied fighter sircrart broke up an eneii\Y tor­

pedo bomber a ttack on a convoy orr the Ugerta.n coast; one (probablY 

!our) onoii\Y aircra.ft ""re destroyed wi thout ! llied loss , Ene:ay t rans­

port activity continued batween Tunisia, Sicil y and Naples. 

2. The J6th Field Arti llery Regi.Joent. arrived at Tebossa !larch 13 

and is now under the coiiiii&Dd of tho US n Corps; this is tho or ganic 

155 mm gun regiment of th&t Corpo. 

J , '!1lo War DepartEnt ouggestod to G.->eral Eisenhower that., in 

Yiew of the •n:r important and eolllj)lex fiscal probl..,.. incident to 

his present and !Uture operations, it would be desirable tar him to 

SF Jt 
• 
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doaignate on hie atarr a Mghly quali!ied o!!ioer as tiacal &dviaer. 

'nlis offioor would rop,.oent hi& on oconoal.c boards •Mch deal ~th 

problems or int&root to civilian depoM.IIenh .. well .. the . ,.,.. 

'lhl.s !heal advisor would be diatinct !roa the finance o!!icor an:l 

coordinate hie probltcao ~th tho Troaeur;r, State Department &n:l other 

orticoa • 

.lSI.\ TIC 11!EA!SR 

on llarch lJ two of tour B-24 • a unaucceosfull:r bOIIbing a bride• 

neor Rangoon nro shot do...,. 'nle onea:r loss was one (probabl¥ ta'o) 

fighters. 

On llarch 14 tour 8-24'• attacked tho lloullaein dock area ~th 

appartntl¥ good rooults . Eight B-25'• again bombed the Ooktoik via­

duct, tllia tilM acoring two direct nita on the bridge, and otllera 

• undonwath and on the approaches • ., 
SO!!'JI!!!1iT PACifiC l!W,1SR 

In hia operations eUJ:III&l')' for tho 24-hour period on:ling ]JOO OCT, 

)larch 14, Otneral llae.lrUlur reports that further searches !or the con­

voy atruck tlw previous dey north or -k nre unaucceuful. Ur­

cr&rt diap&tchtd to attack thia convoy b<abod lladang and the 1llnralc area; 

54 b&rpo and 3 -u ollipa wro ••n in the harbor at 11rwalc. 11\rot 

657!!£1 
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RllF Fl.yin& Boa~• bombed tho airdrome a~ Bul<a 1!1 tb unobserved rosuHs , 

Single heavy bomber• attacked Gaslll&ta, UbiU, and DLlli; ono or two 

ens,.y fl.&htars intercepting ~he heavy boabor over T1.1oor •• ehot d.,..n, 

ersz r 
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On ~eh 14 two US fighter missions from Amchitka attacked the 

enemy run,.y, main e&np area, and beached aircraft at Kiska, hits 

being observed among the enemy planes. Despite what was reported to 

be the heaviest antiaircraft fire yet encountered, all our airplanes 

returned safely. 

• EUROPEAN 'DfEATER • 

t • 

In the !.larch l) attacks, reported yesterday, of 75 B-17•• again.st 

the enemy railroad installations in northwest France, f ive (probably 

ten) enemy aircraft were destroyed and six Spitfires were lost . All 

our bombers returned . 

NOR'Dl AFRICAN 'IHEl TER 

l . On llarcb lJ a British battalion attacked the enemy on the 

high groWld west of Sedjenane; details have not been reported • 

'lllll.le bombing missions were cancelled because of tbs weather, 

other Allied aircraft flew offensive and photo reconnaiseances ard 

interception patrols . A mission, dispatched to attack an enemy air-

field, was intercepted by enemy aircraft; seven of our P-39• s are 

missing, llalta- based aircraft torpedoed a tanker and a merchant 

vessel in co.nvoy off Palermo, the night of )larch 12-lJ, and bombed 

Ragusa the next day, A.xis bombers and torpedo bombers again operated 



~rrtA"~ li'Il'll 
[l :..,t.tm·. ~71 

1n the Bene area, damaging tho pawer station; two of these ene"')' 

airplAnes were destroyed , 

Tr.e Advaa:o He&dquartora or the British F1ra1. ~ opened 

at noon CU'teen ..U.s north or Le Kef, 

2 . Responding to requests fro" General E:iaeohower that the mail 

service Cor the troope 1n hia theater be 1.oopro'fed, the ar Depert..ent 

in!ormed hl.a that, beginning on F'ebruary 2), the llr Transport C""""""' 

• car ried a weekly increase of 61 000 pounds 1n the llll:ount of air 111&11 

I tranaportAid . llore extensive uae of V-<1&11 11 suggested; V-<1&11 should 

• • 

reduce materially the becklog of ordinary mail which usually accumu-

l a tes at port of embarkation between convoys , In tho US, letter mail 

ia bein& aeperated froa parcel post and 1s being peckaaed tor subor­

dinate uni ta of the Ar"')' Postal Service in or<!er to provide for 

taster delivery • 

()> llarch l) aircraft of the 9th llr Force bombed N&plea Har bor; 

.1\u"ther deta1l.s have not been reported, 

ASIATIC TREU ER 

Q1 llarch 12, six 8-24•a although unaucceeaful in an attack on a 

bridp at Rangooo, shot down one (probeb]Jo two) eneliY aircraft . HM~ 



SEC:ta 
. . 

but inertective antiairen!t fire ,.,. encountered. 

SOU1!11!EST PACIFIC 1Jl £Ajl.l! 

In his ope.rations eummary t or llareh l3 General llacArthlll' reporte 

that three B-l ?•s, a ttacking another enem.v convoy of five .,.rchant 

veseel.a ard three deat.royere northeast or Wewak, scored hit.a on one 

(poalibly two) 7, fXYJ to 8 ,000-ton e&rgo ahips, a 4,000-ton t.ankor and 

a deetroyer; t.be tanker 1a belleveli sunk and a carso ship was burning 

!'roll bow to stern . Other US ai rcraft bol:lbed '"'«llY installations 1n 

the Oes,..ta, lll!wak and Wide Bay areas . In wostorn New Guinea a 8-24 

shot down one o! six 1ntereept1ng ena:r fiitl tar pl.anos . RA.AF Beau-

fiel>ters harassed _., personnel on r oods and trails noer Saluaua. 
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l, The llb.r Department informed the cocmanding generals of overseas 

commands of its establishment of a Civil ~!fairs Division immediately re­

eponsible to the Secretary of war . This Division will be the war 

Department agency for all matters other than military which concern enen)y 

or enemy-controlled territory occupied as a result of our military oper a-

tions; it will provide contralhed control of all ouch activities as are 

now handled by other govornment agencies . Overseas collllllSnders were 

directed to establish a similar offi ce on their sta!!s it tbey are 

likely to part icipate in the capture and occupation of enemy-controlled 

territory; in areas where other United !lations are involved in such 

occupat ion cocl>ined r epresentation on the Civil Affairs Staff may be 

necessary. 

2 . The ~rmy Air Forces have supplied the coomanding generals of 

our principal overseas forces with the technical details of the mathods 

employed in the air at tacks on the Japanese convoy which ...... destroyed 

in the Bismarck Sea and Huon Gulf on llareh 2 to 4 . 'lllis victory is a 

classic example of the possibili ties of m1rlimu11Hllt1tude attack (not 

one of the aitplanes attacking f r m mast-height ..... s shot doom) 'llhen 

u.sed against the proper target and assisted by coordinated high- level 

bombing and fighter support and based on thor ough training and under­

standing of the task to be accoarplished, 

'ISS? iT 
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1. The 3,000-foot emergency landing strip at Ogliuga (Garelo1 Is.) 

""" completed on llarch 12, 

2. General De111tt reports that t he advance Coi!IIIIUXI Post, Uas k& 

Defense COIIIl!UIIld, will move trom Ft. Greely to Adak, beginning llarch 

15; the movlllll8nt will be completed by llarcb 22. 

!lJRQPW 'l'J!'EI, T&R 

1. Recent pnotogrepbs having shmm large concentrations of traffic 

in French min railroad yards, ?5 8-l?•s attacked the )'llrds at Wens 

as well as other railroad ins tallations i n northwest France on llarcb 13. 

'nte results were reported as below standard because of the heavy hue. 

16 8-24'• carried out a diversion mission along the coast . All our 

bombers ret.urn&d. 

2 . In the llarch 12 attack on Rouen freight yards and engine sbedo 

reported yesterday, 156 toos of Mi?ll explosive were dropped; photographs 

of the target area indicate that conaiderablo domage """ caused. During 

an offensive sweep that day we loot a Spitfire. 

NORPI 4FRIC111 T!!IU'ER 

()lly patrol aotivit;r wu reported oo the TUniaian battle front on 

11aroh 12. US 8-l?•s eacorted b;r P-38 1s dropped 120 tons of boiObo on the 

rallroed ;yards , docks, oU storage area &til powornouoe at Sousse, 



ur·usaxrru 
! ;) ... uor , 0-1·71 

starting largo !1rea; one s.hip was hit . a.-26•s escorted by P-40' a 

effectively boabed supply dumps at Entidavillo, and .. 111ngton bocbaro 

tw.er.d at the doelco at Tunis. Again attacldng enem;y obipping north 

of Cape Bon, a.-2S•a escorted by P-)S•a aanlc at least thr.,. ( probabl.7 

eight) forrioa. Other Allied aircraft carried out tactical roconnaia-

saneos and of!onsin patrols. ~om;y airplanes twice attacked our 

advanced airdro"e which. has been rooatabllohod at '!llelopte, and other 

• enem;y airoratt wero activo over Bone and the battle area , In all of 

the aerial angallO!IIIIntO for the day 1 1nel\ld1ng planes shot down by 

' 

vound !ira, 12 (probablY 1.4) enam;y aircraft wore destroyed and four 

Allied plano a n ro lost. 

ASUnc THEU IR 

The aasaein (Southern Burma) dooka wore the target for )0 SOO-lb . 

bombs dropped !r0111 four 8-24 ' • on llarch B. Tlfenty hits were mado on 

port installations and warohousoa. On ll&rch 12, four P-40'a attacked 

"'""10' posi tiona around ono or our aircraft warning stations 1n nortbom 

Bur•. 

SOU'J'!!11EST PACIFIC 'l!!IIATBR 

In hie operations summary Cor tho 24-1\our period ending 1)00 OCT 1 

llarch 12, Oenoral lllc&rthur roporta otroctive attacks by hie bouy 

bolllbars on tho L&lnui&J. (Rabaul) and Capo Oloucootor airdroMa, u wall 

as on shipping and wharf installations at 4abo1na, 'llhero a dll'oct hit 

5 &iJS! 

• 
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was Dl&de on a 7, 000-ton vessel and t wo intorcepting fiB)ltera shot down , 

Five Allied &1rcrol't attacked F\dloro airdr001o (Timor ) , shooting down 

one, pro!Mobly two, one101 !i~ters; a Oll&ll motor vessel 'ftS also damaged 

by 01>r a1rpl.&Ma on tbia wsion, OrOWid tar&ets 1n the Saluaua area 

were harusod by our light boc>bers . 

Sixty ships , including 36 merclw>tJOOn t otalling some 15.), 000 tons 

ware s1B)ltod in Raboul harbor , 

PACIFIC THEATER 

On !larch lJ throe B-l?•s mde h&rou1ng attacks on eneiiiJ' &1rt1elda 

at ltehill, Ballale, VUa and )lUnda, 

•• ' 



R.w.l OPl!!UtiOI!AL SQW!RX 

llo. 458 

moo ~~arch 12 to moo M&.roh 13, 1943 



aamts: 
• ll!:CLAfDn"TD 
•t• Lo~tor, b-8-71 

IIESTERN HEWSP!!ERE 

1. Ql 11arch ll the .... ather plano was attacked by tl.vo enemy tloat 

planes over Kiska, but l anded safely at Adak. 

2 . Orders •ore issued for the movement of the 77th Infantry Divi­

sion (llaj. Gen . R. B. Woodru!!) £rem tho LOuisiana maneuver area 

(previous station at Fort Jackson, South Carolina) to Camp YoWlg1 

California, for desert training. 

EUROPEAN Tf!EA '!ER 

Sixty-throe US 11-17's nth RAF and US Spitfire support attacked 

tho railroad yards at Rauen on !larch 12, 'K1 th good results reported . 

Nineteen B-24 1s carried out a diversion along the Channel coast. 

Further details wore not reported, but all our bo1:1bers returned safely. 

!IOR'!li AFRICAN '!lW, TER 

Only patrol activity was reported from the TUnisian battle front on 

llarch 11, except in the north whore two enemy attacks west of Sedjenane 

were repulsed . An enemy patrol disguised as Americans captured three 

prisonerS naar Bou Arada. In tho aouthwst Votlaoui has been occupied 

by Allied troops which continue to push eastwards. The eneav who had 

boon attacking General Lo Clerc'• force southwest or Vodanine withdrew 

on varch 11, leaving 18 vehicl ss and seven guns . 

I 51 -
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l hile weat.hor hampered air operations, US B-26• s escorted by 

P- JS • a a~ucked an escorted eneey ferry convoy off the wast coast of 

Sicily. Four f erries ""re hit, one blowing up, and three oneey a.1r­

pl.anes were ahot down with a loss of one of our bc:abers . llal\&-baaed 

a1rc.-.tt coot1nuecl their oftensin sweopo over Sicily on llarch 11 and 

12. 

on llarch 10 onoozy transport activity totalled 80 ai rplanos, in­

cluding more t hon 10 six-engine bombers; on llarch ll enem;y torpedo 

bombers were activo near Bona, one being reported shot down . 

ASU 'liC 'li!EAI§l! 

Six B-2S•a , bombing tbe I!Yitngo bridge (south of llandalOJ) on ll&rcb 

8, scored aoJSe probable hits. On ll&rch 10, US 8-24's obtained five hits 

on a bridgo at RAnsoon. '!ho same day a B-25 mission, dispatched to 

attack the Ookteik viaduct (northeast of llandalay), was lll1Successtul. 

Four B-24'• successfUlly boabed an oneq aird,..... at Rangoon and do-

atroyed three ll'leey t1glltor planes 1n cOIIbet. '!he next day .... ,n B-2S'• 

apin attacked the l(yitnge bridge, near lOiases being obtained. 

SQU1li11EST PAC!FIC 'nlEAJER 

!n his operations IUI!Imary tor the 24-hou.r period endin& lJOC O:::T, 

llarcb 11, General ll&cArt.hur reporto that an attack by 21. onollliY bollbera 

and 16 tip1.ero on an aird...,_ near Bun& wea intercepted oy 24 Allied 

tiglltere, which destroyed 9 (probabl.y 11.) eneq aircraft. Allied looses 

£E?R?FF' 
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were tnreo airplanes destroyed on the ground and ono in cosb&t . Do tails 

of another Japo.noso raid that night heve not been reported. No damage 

resulted rrom .. night a t.t.ack in the wau area by two en OlDY bombers . 

Small-acal.D illied attacks were made on an airdro1110 at Rab&ul, on 

warehouaos and tho airdrome at Finschhafen, on cno1111 ground troops south 

or 5al..,.ua and on an abandoned vessel near Open Bay (New Britain). 
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On llt.rch 9 au B-24 ' • and four B-25 1e, e scorted by 12 P-38'•• 

dropped 21 ton.o ot boabe oo Kislca; cloudl prevented obeervalloo ot 

the etrect, .Ut.ho"iil heavy entiaircra!t tire was encountered, Ill 

US aircraft returned oaf ely. On !larch 10 , )6 - 1000 lb. bollbs ae w ll 

as smaller bombs nre dropped on the antiaircraft, .-.ai n camp and eub­

ma.rins base aroas, hits being observed on all throe tsrgets, 

!OOR'Il! I,FRICAN '!'H!!'.AT£1! 

An eneq at tack '"'"t or Sedjenane on t.he artemoon ~ ll&rch 10 

was unsucce11tul. 'lhl.rt7 ene.zy a1110red cars eupported by artillery 

attacked patrole or CeMral I.e Clerc'l farce !arcing t.he11 back to a 

line appro.>Cilll4tely 50 !Iiles soutlnrest or lledenine . '!he French main 

poeition was then ehelled, bombed, surrounded and attscked, With the 

assistance or t.he RI.F the O"""J' was held ort and his attacks appeared 

to die dom u t.ha and or t.he day, Four an.,.y planes ware destroyed! 

siJ< British pilot& are llissiog, 

US B-17•• oscorted by P..J8'o dropped 11,154 - 20- lb. trapentat1on 

bOIIlbs on &irdi'OGIAII near '1\lnis, covering tho area and leaving ei&ht to 

t& aircraft burnln&. B-2b 1s escorted by P-40'• dropped 1,080- 20-l b. 

b-ag•mtation boal>e on Oataa. Othe r Allied aircraft new ant1-oubma.r1na, 

harbor, convoy, and reconnaissance patroll. Our airplanes destroyed 



oieht (probably ~.en) OM"~)' aircraft in aerial COllbat without loss , 

'lbo previous nieht, enemy torpedo bo:nbare were active in the 

.Usiors area but caused no damage, Ehelll)' dr traneport aoUvi t7 

continued , 

SOUI!i11£Sl' PACIFIC 'nfM 'IER 

1 . In bis operations ·~ tor the 24-bour period ending l)QQ 

OCT, llarch 10, General lllloArthur reports that four B-17'• atUeked 

the •tor front and ehippin& at -lc before dawn, eottiDS afire at 

least ono of tbreo vessels. A B-17 bol:lbed the Gasmata runway and a 

a-:24 ll&de a direct hit ""• and set fire to, a b,ooo-ton ... reliant vouol 
ott Buton Island (Celebes). 'lbroo !W.F boe~bero attacked Sauml&Jdci 

( 'l*.niabar Ialaods). 

2 . Oisouosl.na tho ortoetivenoss of tho bol:!bing technique used 1n 
tho recent destruction of the enemy convo7 1n tho Bie~Urcke , General 
lllloArthur reports that tho maat- high attacks b7 B-2S•o ancl A-20•s 

scored practically 100 per cant dii"'Oct hito1 tho B-l?•s bombing froa 
4,500 to 10,000 toot averaged 10 per cent direct bite . 

PACiliC '!HEATER 

On *reb 10 an ene~ attack aioeion of ton din-boaban and 12 

fishters wu intercepted in the vicinity of the Rueaoll Islande b7 us 
tishtaro . '!brae Japane .. fishUro ancl one din-b .. bar wei"'O shot down 
without US loss , 
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Following a recent war Department survey, instJ\lctione have been 

issued limiting the activities of the Northwest Service Command to 

the maint enance and iclprov...ent of tho .Uaska-<:anadian highway and its 

structures, and to such other • ork.s as a.ro essential to the war effort. 

the Northwest Service Command is to hnve no present responsibility for 

the oupply of the .Uaska Defonse Command other than petroleUIIl products 

or the Jbitehoreo refinery. 

NORnl .lFRICA!i TREA TZR 

.l minor .Ulied tank attock near Sedjenane on llarch 8 cost the 

ene"'Y 11111.ey casual ties including so"" 200 prisoners; on llarcb 9 he 

retellatsd with persistent artillery fire which caused sooe 60 .Ulied 

caso.talties. ~saltia was reported deserted by the eneney". Furthor 

south the en•DIY temporarUy reoccupied the pass northwest of Hadjeb-

el-.lioun and withdrew after heavily m1n1ng it. tba Allies were 1n 

process of occupying Tozour. C.~ 1'-'<Ut""~"'-\ ~~· 
On llarch 9 """DIY aircraft attacked a convoy in tbe .ug1\rs area, ..-

da.aaging two aerchant veasela. Iktst in the forward areas and on air- ~ 

fields greatly restricted Allied air activity. British aircraft from 

llalts scored hits on railroad instellations in Sicily. 

4SUTIC 'lHI.U'!R 

On !larch 8, US P-.40'• heavily attacked tneD~Y-occupied areae in 

SF ill 1 
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northern Bu:noa with tragmentation bombs and lll&chine-gun fire, Six 

B-25'• bolllb<>d antiaircraft positions, railroad yardo, a.nd the indus­

trial area• in tbe llandalay region. '!be next day a aerie• o! four 

attacks by US P-40's resulted in a violent explosion in an amounition 

dump and the destruction o! one span of a. railroad bridge a t llogaung 

(southwest of l(yl.tkyina); other towns a.nd airdro""'s in Burlll& >rare alao 

a t tacked. 

SOO'nilii!ST PACIFIC TI!EATER 

In bis oparations sUJIIIIIBry for the 24-bour pariod ending lJOO 

OCT, llarcb 9 , Genenol llacArthur reports that t>renty-six enelll)' bombers 

and 21 tightara raided our airdrome at au, doing little damage . One 

B-1?, intarcepted by nine Zeros 'While on reconnaissance near Casm.ata, 

shot down four (probably five) or tbe:n, with slight d8.111age t o itsol!. 

PACIFIC THiA TER 

On !larch 9 three B-24'• harassed Vila, IIUnda, Ballale and Kabili . 

All our bombers returned, 



!jB DIPJ.lltWNt 

Wlil 9l'I!U:riQ!W, SJJM!!fflX 

llo, 4SS 

r:noo llarch 9 to r:noo llarch 10, 1943 



1\'ESTl:Rll II&UISPI!EII& 

DFOLASSIFIU 
080 Lottor, b-8-78 

On Uaroh 7 and 6 a total o! seven B-2L ' s , ten B-25 1a, !our 

P-36 • s and four P-40 1 e in three at tacks dropped more than 21 tone 

of domol1t1oTUJ on Kiska and Attu . llo enemy aircraft were soon and 

all of our airplanes returned . Four of tho B-25 1 s l anded at Atnch1 tl<l 

to remain there on alert. 

On !.W'ch 6, 54 US B-l 7 ' s dropped l3S tons of high explosives 

on the railroad yards at Rennes, most of tho bo!li>s hitting the 

tarcet; two or our bombers ..... re loot. Thirteen B-24 1 • dropped 39 

tons on Rouen, encountering a fiahter defense which reS\llted in tho 

bolli>s be~ dropped short or tho target ; two or our bomcrs on this 

mission were lost. Prelicinary reports indicate that 24 (probably 

33) ene~ r ighter planes were destroyed. 

Final reports on tho bar.lbing of Lorient and Brest, l!arch 6 , 

indicate thet nine (probably ll ) enolJIY aircrart vrero destroyed. 

(Our loss of three B-l7 1s has been previou.oly reported. ) 

J;ORT!I AFRICAN THilA'I'ER 

l. Twenty-two B-17 ' • • escort ed by Ju P- J6 ' s with 22 Spitrires 

as top cover attecla!d an e nemy ) - ship convoy north of Cape Bon with 



..... 
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249 - 500- lb. bombs . \"/bile only near misseD were reported, 17 

(probably 29} cnenzy plaNs were shot do"Nn in aerial collhat, two 

more eneey planes colliding ar<! crashing into the sea. All of our 

aircraft returt~ed safely. Other Allied plrulas ne" offensive sorties 

and lf\":oeps, operated on ant1-subi:larine patrol and on convoy duty. In 

those operationD one enemy plane •.ms destroyed and three Allied 

Spitfires 'Mlro lost . 

Eno.ey air transport activity operated on n reduced seale 

l.larch 6. 

2. On Larch 6 the Ill II Corps was roliovod fro"' aesienront to 

tho British First Arey (Gener al Anderson) and placed directly under 

tho oomand of the Ei{:hteenth Arrly Group (Gene rnl Alexander} . 

ASIA TIC TJ:IB.'. "l'ER 

On ltarch 7, Ill &-25's again attackod t ho Ookteik Viaduct on 

the llindnlay- Lashio railroad, scoring three hits . One of tour US 

P- hO•s operatiq: on r econnaissance and harassing m!.saions in western 

Yunnan and a>rma 'WlUl lost . 

SOIJTK.1EST PACIFIC THEATER 

In hie operations SUIIIIllDol7 for the 2L-hour period endill: 1300 

GCT, l.larch 6, General ~cArthur reports that Allied patrols mopped 

up ene.ey survivors of the Bismrck Sea and lluon Oulf sinl<ings. 

5567§}" 
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Allied heavy bombars attaolald FiMohha!on, and ono~held pointe 

on the woat coaat of 1101'1 Ouinoa and tho ialnnda to the Tleat. llino 

eno~ bodbera .ank a 2,8o0- ton merchant vessel southeaot of DunA. 

Four P-)81a, irt;arcopti.n;; thia miasion, ahot clown one ...,.,. bodber 

and one f!Ghtar nthout loso . 

PACIFIC TII'.ATER 

On March 6, single B-24's mado harasaing attacks on Kah111, 

llmda a.nd Vila . One Japanuo airplane dropped four bollba 1n the 

water orr Ouedalc:anal. 
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1. on ).larch 7 four P-40•a bo:ubed tha main ca::tp aroa at r.1ab, 

encountering heavy antiaircraft fire out no cno.ey aircraft. All 

li1·planes returned . 

2 . Dir ectives were issued for l:.he constitution and activation 

of tha 63d In!Mtry Division nt Cep Blanding, Florida, and tha ?Oth 

Infantry Division at Fort Lewis, l!IUhingt.on . These divisions will 

be coc:::anded ':TJ !lricadier cenerala Louie !:: . 1!1bbs o..'!d John &. 

Dehlquist, res,.,ctively. 

orders were also 1aaued ror tho oonoontration of tb~ )6th 

Infantry Division (l.:ajor Oenoral Fred L . 1\'lllker) at the J;ow York Port 

of Dnbarkotion for moveCiont to the 1jorth African 'llleater . 

!lOR 'I'll AFRICW nlEA TEn 

On ).larch ? tho British ll&dO a local attack east of Beja . The 

eneoo;r is digginc; in 1n this area, apparently intendine to consolidate 

hie cains . LitUe other activity wu reported on the northern Iront. 

In the soutlmast French uniu are puahin& t.onrds 'l'ouour. 

The Axis at tack on the llrl Uah Ei&)lth Arey was re;>ulsed, poai tiona 

belnt substantiall,y rutored; the eno~ey appears to be withdrawina !rOll 

otrenaive action . 

US a-25 ' • and B-l?•a, oacortad by P-)8•s , attacked an onemy.eonvoy 

Off Tunis , sinkin& two Shipe , lo&VinG ono i n a oinki ng condition , 

SEGAL ts 
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aett.i"i two (possibly four) others afire, ond dostroyillil ai.x (probnbl,y 

ei~ht) eneey planes . .1.11 of our aircraft retW'ned safely. Other 

B-17'• .nd P-JS•s att.acked the harbor and railroad yards at Souase, 

lUkin& several hits on a laree ship and on the docks . On tho r::ichth 

Amy front four enoey l'i~hters were destroyed by antiaircraft l'iro 

and Allied aircraft accounted foe at lout six others , 

$00Tt!;;o.5T PACIFIC 11fU'l'U! 

In his operations s~~ry !or tbo 24-hour per iod ondinc 1300 CCT, 

!lArch 7, General t.!&C.I. rthur Nports that US .I.-20•s bombed and strafed 

the I.'Ubo area , EneliY airdro""s at aa ... ta, C&po Gloucester and 

Salamaua nre attacked b7 8-24'• on reconnaissance; Australian and 

Dutch bombers pounded Toeal , 

Aerial reconnaiaoano a dis closed a. total of 6J vooool5 in the harbor 

at Rabaul, includ1nc nino destroyer s, lJ lllrco and )J ....UII:!I-si<ed 

Mrc . .a.nt voss:ela . 

Tho lla>- Deporto:Jnt authorized Goneral Ezmnons to appoint ae Second 

L.lout.enants in the Ant:~ of the Wted Stat.es l5 cititena or Japanese 

ancoat.ry Who are oi thor 1nhlltry !!O>C c;r&dua teo or fonoer reserve 

otfi cers . Orticera ao appointed will be ordered to act1 vo duty im­

modiat.ely for retr .. her and indoctrination traini"i , pendin~ traneporte­

Uon to tho United Stat.ea tor duty with tho Combat Toar.l baing or ganized 

with this type poraoMol at C&l!lp Shelby, lo:iaaisaipp1. 

cssnnm 
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OlD ••''"' ' &-8-11 

On l!arch 6, ene"')' forces estimted at two armored d1v1aicms 

with air, artlllery an<l il\fantry support attacked the wost fiank of 

the Eighth Arm:t, •:Imina at control or the high ground southwest of 

the l!aret.'H,:e<leniJ!e road. T'lrO attacks, one shortly after dawn tho 

other in the afternoon, were repulsed . Thirty en0"1)" tanks ware 

dost.ro)lecl; British caaua.I.Ues were neglla;1ble . our patrols have 

reached to the vicinity of Gafa4 , but this town and other s to the 

nat are still held by the a~. west of Sedjenane and northwest 

of loledjez-el-Bab thera was lltt.le change; in hi• attacks in the 

latter area last week the en""')' lost 45 tanka . 

Allied airc!'&ft. actively supported around operations, continuous 

oweeps being .,.de over the sedjenane aroa. AXis Aircraft wore also 

active, apparently diractinj; their oain e!tort •&ainat the BriU.h 

Eighth ANr:f . One en""')' and three Allied plenes '"'re reported 

destro)'ed during the cla,y, cal< in& a total for the week of )1 Allied 

and sa &n""'Y airplanes destroyed. 

lihUe US P-.4C)I a continued their haraaoin& raido on !.larch 6, 

~41 a dropped nine tona of boabe on the lloukein docks w1 th appar­

ently good otrect, 14 tons of bombs on the I.!Yitnge bridge eouth of 

l'•""aloy, nina tons on a hips (one of which was poaaibly bit) in the 

IES?fii 
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Rangoon River, and t w·o tons on an airdro:n.e in lotrer Burma . No air 

l osses wero reported . 

SOU'llli'/EST PACIFIC 'IJIEAT&R 

In his operations suomary for the 24- hour period ending lJOO 

OCT, )o!S.r ch 6 , General J,lac/>.rthur reports t hat air attacks were made 

by one B-24 on Cape Gloucester airdro:ne and ::r; !our RAAF airplanes 

on a villaae eouth of Sal amaua . An enemy raid on Ooodenouch Island 

with nino boobors and fifteen fi&hters did no damaee . One enemy 

medium bomber was shot dovm . 

PACIFIC THEA 'i'ER 

1. on )o!S.rch 6, aight B-24' • dropped 11 tons of bombs on 

enemy airoromos at Kahili and Ballalc, apparently obtaining good 

et!ect . All planes ret urned safely . 

2 . Oenoral Hannon l"eports the arrival in the Fijie on March 6 

of a detachment of division headquarters and certain infantry, field 

artillery and service units o! tho Am<>rical Division. (This is in 

execution of hie plan !or the relief on ouadalcansl of this division 

by the J?th Division. ) 

SF RZ5 



!AI! piPN\IWtlr 

12Woi OF!!RATIONAL 5\/!.I!W\I 

No. 452 

c:noo lltlrd> 6 to moo ~~arch 7, 19'3 



DICI..'PSIFID 
OPD Lettor, 6-S- 78 

The War Departr:mnt iuuod arders that the 2d Rancor Batt.&lion 

be constituted, activated and prepared !or early overseas aov~nt. 

Personnel w1ll be wlunteoro selected trca ae mn7 diviaiono and 

separate units as possible so that it w1ll be truly reprooentet1w 

of tho U. s. Army. (The lot JlarGor Battalion ie now 1n llorth Africa.) 

US 8-17'• bodled the naV)' )'&rd at Loriant on llarch 6, whUa 

15' &-21. 1s atteci<Bd the naval bu4l at Brest as a diversion. Raaults 

at Lor1ent were reported ns excellent; those at Brest were termed 

fair . PreliJDinar,r r eports indicate that t wo en""1)' fi(lhtere wore 

deotroyod and throe . 8-l71s loo t. 

!KJlTH AFRICAN T!!F.ATER 

· In northern 1Wli.sia Allied troops rlthdre1r to the woet or 

Sedjonane on the n18ht. at llar<:h b-5. n.r~ !.lar<:h S' tlnro waa 

lli.nor activity 1n tho area ncrthwost and •outh of UodJez-el-Bab . 

Further south our 311th Division rooaptul'od Pichon and utabl1shod 

its position on the hills north e.n:l eouth of that town. lloar tho 

southwoot and of tho llar$th line liaison has been eotobliahad with 

the n-.tch f~ under Gener al Lo Clare. Act1v1t;y alona the &:areth 

l1na 1IU .. 1ntaincd b;y both opponents . Our bod>er opcrat1one .,..,.. 

sac: tE: 



... 

§L 2 T 
C!CLA~S lVIEI! 

·JSU Lot tor , 6-B-78 

cancelled because or the "eather, but other oont>at missions were 

flown over the Tunisian battle area. 

lJIDDLE EAST-{]ENTRAL AFRlCA!l THFATER 

'I'm six B-24 1 s of thB 9th AU' Force tlhioh attacked Naples on 

lJarch 5 dropped 15 tons or bombs' all or which hit in tho target 

area . One B-24 is missing. 

SOUTlt'IEST PACIFIC THEATER 

In his operations SU!!1:1Qry tor the 24-hour period en:ling 1.300 

GCT, !.:arch 5, Oene r al llacArthur r eports that A11icd aU'craft re ­

peated their heavy raide on Lae end !Jalahang &U'dro..,s ahooting d01m 

three encey fi&ltt er s without loss to themselves. Other A111ed aU'-

craft attacked and sank barges, lifeboat• and rafts in Huon Olll!, 

ld..lling a majority or the personnel on them. Singl e bombers 

attacked Casmata (New Britain) and Saumlakki {Tanimbar I slands) . 

as &it& :a 
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Tho Arm'/ Air Forces informed General ArdroT/"S tbot the night 

echelonB of three heavy bombardment groups and one medium bombardment 

group are being prepared for illJ!Iadiate movement to the United Kingdan, 

to be followed by the night echelons of throe heavy groups and one 

modiu.t group in Ap:·1l, and two hoavy gl'Oups and one medium gl'Oup each 

month thereafter . Replacemnt aircraft schodulod to m.ovo in J&arch 

and Apr il t otal 351 B-17 ' s and 62 B-24 • s . Shipping may be proviued in 

April, !.lay, arxl June for movemnt t o the United Ki ngdom of 51,000 air 

arxl grourxl support per sonnel . 

NORTH AF:UCA->1 THEA~ 

on Llarch 4, !iehting continued in Sedjenane; the ene!l1Y unsucceas­

J.\llly r one..-ad his attacks northNest of l.!odjoz- ol- Bab, In central. l 
Tunisia he appears to be falling back to his former position on~ 

line of hills througll Pichon-Faid-ll.alcnsssy . A Fronch force hss 

occupied Nefta . The opposing forces were active along the Wlreth line . 

r B-1? 1 s escorted by Iightor s dropped 41 tons of bombs on six ships] 

in convoy north~st of Bizerta; !our vessels were reported sunk and 

( h'O dOJrJ&g~ other Allied air activities included attacks against t he 

OllO!l\Y airfiold at Djod.oida, and in tho lo:ateur- - Beja--l.!edjez-ol- Beb area . 

ono on8!l1Y subJMrino was reported sunk by Hllod Hudeons; the previous 

night British torpedo-carrying a ircraft fro:a !:alta hit an enoll\)' 7, 000-ton 
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!'roighter east of Sardinia . Tho enemy wao active during the day, per­

formina bombing and othor combat missions over our area . Enemy air 

tran.sport activity bet ween Italy and Tunisia incroased on !Mrch .3 . 

A total of four (probably siX) enemy planes were dootroyod with 

the loss of one P-.38 . 

!o!IDDLE EAST-CENTRAL .U'R!C I.II THEATER 

on March J, bombers of the 9th Air Force attacked Wessina and 

railroad and highway bridges in Sicily. Tho next day a misaion was 

di spatched to 3ttack Naplesj no resul ts as yet have bcon reported . 

In aerial coobet during these two days one enemy fighter plane was 

r eportod .destroyed . 

ASIA TIC TllEATER 

on !Jarch 2, P-40 1 s attacked an enemy town and some trucks in 

northern Burro. On l!arch .3 , 20 8-24•• in three separate i1.ifl)lts 

scored daoaging hits on the docks, ""rehouse aroa, and railroad instal­

lations at Rangoon . on Uarcb 3 and 4, three B-25 ' s scored hits in the 

railway yards ncar lolandalay, hitting a t r ain on the second day. 

SOU'll!WEST PACll'IC 'lHEA '1'ER 

In his operations summary for tho 24-hour period ending 1300 GCT, 

Karch 4, General W&cArthur reports attacks by five A-20• s, Jl B-25' s 

and 1 B- 1? on t wo des t royers and a burning t ransport, the remnant s o! 

d 920: 
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the corwoy pr'tVioiiSl.y attaclead , At le .. t 24 hits 'llere made, and both 

destr oyers wero sunk . Lao and !.lalahtng airdrornos wore nlso heavily 

punished while other attacks wore made in the Salamaua recion, on 

UbiU, and on tareeta in the islands aouthwon or ~- Guinoe. In all 

the at>oYe operatioos, scce 16 (poasibl.y 22) e.-y aircraft wore do-

stroyod with<Nt lose to ourselves , 

PACIFIC Tl!UM 

Bein~ unable to locate shippizl8 roporiAid in the Bul.n area, au 

B-24•• dro~ptd eight tons or bo!oba on the Kahlli and Bellala airdromss, 

llarch I. . lll ot those nirplones returned . 

677751 
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l(iska """ attacked from tho air on IU!rch 4, but results could not 

be observed booause or the overcast. 

On Uaroh 4 , 17 B-17 ' s attacked the railroad yards at !lamm .mile 

30 attacked the secondary objective, the shipyards at Rotterdam . Five 

B-17•• are Jll1ssing from these Jll1ssions . Proliml.nary reports indicate 

that 14 (pr obably 15) eneey aircraft were destroyed . 

NORT!l AFRICA.II TriEATER 

tlear Sodjenane on ~~arch 3 enoey forces surrounded an Allied batta-

lion part of which fo>~ght its way bock to o..r lines, innicting heavy 

oasual.ties on the enell>)'. AXis t r oops were boing cleared fr001 tho area 

vrest of the Go>~bellat-Bou Arada road . In central Tunisia our forward 

elements continued to advance slawl,y, finally making contact with the 

onOIO)' in the vicinity of Faid. 

Allied eircratt maintained their support of the ground troops; 

B-17 ' • and P- 38•s attacked El Aouina and Tunis, o..r fighters destroying 

one UE-109 in the latter attack, 

SOU'liii.EST PACIFIC THEATER 

l . In his operations sw:unory for tbe 24- hour period end1nt: 1300 

OCT, L!arch J, General ll&cArthur repor t s the results of bis attacks in 
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the Yitiaz Streit and HUon Gulf on tho pr eviou.ol.y r epor ted convoy, 

viz . , 18 'liar ships and e>erchant vessols were sunk w1 th four others 

bsdly damaced and sinking ; tho one~ troop loss is estimated at 

15, 000. Allied airplanes participating in these ropeated assaults 

wore J2 B- 17•s, 1 B- 24, )2 9- 25•s , l2 ~-20 • s, 13 Aust ralian fightor s , 

16 P-)S•s and one Catelina flying boat . Ten hits were scored with 

thousand-pound bo:obs and 31 with 500-lb . bombs alone . En•!llY aircraft 

shot down on J.lllrch 3 alone ll'ere 40 (pr obabl y 55) ; Allied losses "ere 

one B-1? and three P-38•s . 

Other Allied air operations included heavy a ttacks on Lao 

airdrome (a secondary objective for aircraft attackine tho convoy) and 

effective attacks on Dobo (Aroe Islands) and Toeal (Kai I •lands) , 

during which six (probably nine) enemy aircraft were des troyed without 

Allied loss . 

2. Tile Services of Supply requested Genoral l.!acArtbur to procure 

and ship to the Persian Gulr Service Comma.nd every month be(;inning 

·oith /$reb, 1, 000 tons of unground >obeat and 100 tons of sugar. This 

will be used t o barter for native labor , 

SSGPSJ 
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On )it.reh 2 1n northern TUnisia th4ro ••re no ioport.ant ch4n&os; 

tho on-.r nort~st o! ~odjot-el-Bab ~ reported to have abandoned 25 

tanka. Our fornord elomento advoncinc oastWIIrd in southorn TUnisia 

had reaehl\cl tho poinU 1ndicated on tho ..ap without roostabliahing 

contact with the ontiiO'; h4avy atnina wu nill rot.arc!J.n;; our advance . 

On ~rch 2 twenty B-17••, oacorted by twenty P-JS•s , attacked 

TUnis with 54 tons or bo:nbs; hits wore obteinl\cl on tho q~-s and in the 

industrial and warehouse districts o! th4 city. Elehtean B-l7•s escorted 

by ten Spitfires successfully attacked the docks lltld po""r plant at La 

Coulletto; over 5) tons or bombs wore dropped. Effective support to our 

ground troops ns ,1,..n in several powerful attacks on oneey strone 

points, t.4nk concentratioN and truck colw::na. Important enemy a1rcra1't 

transport movecente ~1lro reported. During tho day his eaobat o1rcrart. 

were activo; he huv1l.y bo:>bod .Ulied position• north o! Sou I.Nda. On 

l.lareh l Bone no bocobed with ,..,. dat~ace to tll'o British naval vossole . 

In all or tho above operations l2 (probably 15) onomy airplanes 

...,,.. doatrO)'od with a loss of two Ulied Sp1tt'1ros . 

General llioeoll reports that on February Z7 and 28, US P-40'a Mdo 

offena1ve recannaiaa&neea over the salween front; one P-40 was lost . 

On l!llreh 2, twelve B-2S •s eeeortod by P-40 ' a d.roppcd over eight tone or 

• S2CRE;: 
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bombs on IIYitkYina, secur~.n& hite on barracks and on install.aUono in Ulo 

town . Six oecortod D-25 ' s heavily damacod an eno~ey encampment northeast 

SOIJ!'Hl!SST PACP'IC 'D!MfiR 

In b1a operations s=ar,- !or Ule 21.-hour period ending 1)00 !X:'!', 

!.!arch 2, ~noral J.:&CArthur reports tho rooults of his initial attacks 

northwest of Capo Gloucester on tho enemy 14-ohip convoy reported tho 

previous dAy. Two mediw:~-sizo carso ship$ were sunk, one 10, 000-ton 

transport damar,ecl and probably sunk, and one destroyer and one car;o 

vessel d*""£od. Five (probobly lJ) ene:~~Y aircraft. were shot down without 

Ullod air loae. AddiUonal enoiiQ' ships wore re;x>rted in tb4l s&:le a,... , 

(A late eo,Uque reports tho virtual destruction of this entire neet.) 

A B-24 noar W1do Bay, llew Britain, sank a small onomy ship p.robably laden 

with &ml:lunition, two a.- 1?• s ballbod the airdrocne at Gasmata, and six Ug)lt 

bombers e!faetivoly attacked the airdro""' at L&e. 

An enll:ij' air raid on Darwin, which raau.ltod 1n Ulo destruction of 

one Uliod airplane, cost the Japanaae three (probably au) airplanes . 
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l . Dto 9tb t'S i)iybion M!liO\'Gd t'lt' let. US il1v1a 1on at. 23!:'91 27 

2 . Cn r.:atoc.! 1 OUI' f.J"'ql:4 e;,.--:t.od ·~ •n.~ trvr:~ 11 (Cift"Ca!. i='t'si-

U-:-.a bt.~n 1b4Jt .. ttl~ at !:!. ~. t'b!re nr. de 1t.e i!- 1e.at.1om 

.-J.ac; ':.La:. be wall Cth ~ !roe, ~ an.& D:~r"-.... lt. ot :.dje.-el-1!-'1~ . 

~rt..n:_ t.;lt ~ Qp ot t1 t.in,; 1n ~lli re lor. , t.hD e:=v ~>l;"' 
loat. ore t.han )J t.arJ.t . • rt..'wr $1J :.h, ortr &ctranco oloxnt.e: had 

reAe!~ed t1,o a:uoor:U lJno !n :1ca~d on '.ba M 1 -i.UlCNt. ';,e1t.Abllttl<ir.b 

contc.ct .. uh t.l· •D'I 

::>.irl.n.; tl•o n h~ o Feb.:\I&!"'J 2, - :..rel'll &.en ):1.t1:.h ll-lll.n. t.otvr 

d..-o,ped VI'W:" 1. t.on11 or~ on tbt t.cnm, doeb, -. r.U.lToad ir ... ~­

t.ior.s at. aor-...o . on~ l \.tl.r~H"cl -17•• 1n t."WO a!.t..~.eu ~;.4 

c-. T 9J tona or hi) .-.zplos1-..a en i':l.,..,, obW.b1 obeuwd t.lt.a on 

La U1ncha And ellc-no•d an~ia!J"'orA(t.. :una 1n tlt• victntt;y , Allied 

ti ·ht.c:.ro tWJd boclbora "''" eo;pocWly tu:t!w OYOr tJ,. b1t.t.1111 &r~~a, 

opo..ntlnc: a aln1t. tn4tlq ~. t.ra.na-,orta~cn W t.~ CMA~"I\'~r't"ions, 

¢sac: u t 
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usual patrols 0\"Cl' Zicil;,', Cn !.:>re'> 2 !Alta-based p;...neo obta!n•.J 

diroet hi ";.s on tho L.1::pe:ch:~& a~~~ And t.~eoir !'i,~'1t..-r aircra!t 

made otteOBive STi ~"fS i.n .. ,,. ;~r.,....ral area . 

In aerial ancount.l!'ra rei\U.t.in'! from all of ~o:se opornt1cmtJ 

n (nrobably 24) Axis plnms wro "cot.ro;..,d ''" co:np:n..,d v.iU1 ll lou of 

~'"' ~-26 ' s and ono S.•i t.t'iro . 

AFltiCA..- I:-rl. 

.ina d-2b•s dropt>Qd t'XInt than 2U t.or.:s of e~losives on ! a. 1 ~~ 

~ l . em lC::- 10? """ dnstrc, od . 

On 'ID-ch 1 , F-.o• a 1'2'o111 lll.nJan obtained diraet hits on hridcco 

and ot.ra.fod and bocbed o""'"y-heltl villa~cs in the ;tul-.41'11\!l Va' lny 

(northnrn lluma) . oi,,lt J-2~'• oueeoa~.!lllly bor.:be<i tho rnilroad north 

ot Thazi (mnr l'Alldalay) . All ,,f our borc'-on rcturnnd o<lfely. 

In hi:! o;>crati na cwr-..arJ tor t ho 2l.- !:l;,.;r i"'l"iod cn!in• 1)00 U::T, 

"'reh 1 , .r-ner~ ·~.\rthur report-a that an ene~· con\cy of rix do"t.ro;,-ors, 

two c; ,000 to 7 , 000- !.cn car ... -o ahipe and six smaller \"eSsela, w1::.h t1 ht.cr 

covor, was si;htcd oa111n wu~, 40 aile• north.;est. or L'bll1; our -l?•e 

'""' been uno.ble to loca:.O theeo oh.l.pc duo to inclccent ..,.,\J\or . (.\ 11-.o 

eollDlnique ~t~to• th.,t thie convey .ras Slleeoo•.!lllly atwc..,d . ) Tho 
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a.irdr"""'e at L1Acnata and :laine,&poo (S08M!><l I.) an1 -;romd tnr(:~t• in 

the 'llbo nron woro boobed . 

;i&CIELJ! 



• • 

• t 

!10 . 447 

0700 t!erch l to 0700 t•arch 2, lW,) 

COPY J::2li 

TilL l'll IT!:. I!OUSE 



I 

M 

• • '!. • • •• I,._. _,. •,. 

•• •• • • 

•• 

• ': 
• • •• •• •• 

t . " ...... 

' • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .. 
• • , 
•. , 

• • • , 
• • • 

• 

,, 
~ ... 

o nc~a ... :-

.:od.'e:-i!l- lD.b 01 
~~~bellat ,, ,, 

I 
'\ 

Zl Arounsa o ' , 'lol; Ara<la o,, 

~~F.==='=·~~·~~. ~==~ 

10 

T 

II 



• 

.. 

ZEIT 
DECLASSIFID 

oso Lotter, 5-8-78 

on February 26 six 8-24 ' s anu oix :J- 25 ' a, a~t.ackinc tho ene:ny camp 

area at Y.iska, dropped "oro than 21 tons of hi[h explosi\•os fro::> 6,000 

feo~ nlti~ude . HHS were obs&rvcd in the tarcet area; no onany aircrart 

....-ore sean and all of our airplano:s retumod safely. 

::li>.~oen ?-40' s are n<m stationed at hmchitka , 

l:.llF.OPl.A!. 'l'!l~TI::R 

A fur thor report on the a tt.ack by our heavy bombers on the onel:lj' 

port illlltallations nt Drost on February 27, discloses that 155 tons of 

hi(;h explosives wero dro;>;>ed . Althouch clowo obscurod ~he aimin& 

point., soveral direct hits ware observed in the Wcet aroa . RAP Spit-

fires provided oxcellont support .for our bombers . 

On February 28 ano~hor oncl!lj' advance oouth of Cape Sorrat was 

:stopped. Althou:;h the !..xis attack in the area northwst of l.:odjoz-cl- Sab 

DDde so~ pro&ress towards tho hi£hr.ay from Soja, Allied troops ouc­

ceocled in checkine it, at least 18 enellll' tanks being destroyed . 'lllere 

•;,·as oloo renor1ed !'ighting in the Coubollat- ;;1 Aroussa- Bou Arada are .. . 

In southo rn TunisiG our patrols continued to advance slo>tl,y through 

lllined aroas ; Sbeitla •as re_:>Orted Cloll.r of tbo enocy . 

During Jebruary 27 art! 26, Allied aircraft actively supported the 

ground troopo in northorn TUnisia and nOTI antishippinG miea1ono , on 
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1tbn4ry ~8, '~ ~17•• dropped l.)t. tON of D.-~ on Ca llart, !\1\.t..in& 

a .... , .. t, t..ne d9Clta, n.i.l.rold yarde, •nJ t.oto1J . A.1rcren. troa ~t.a 

Nih~ t.be!r ~w.l ~~rob, ant at~c:t.S --o- Jn.\allA\.lo:. 1n 

Sicl]S. .;..e ·~ c.c.::.t..UII.Ior! h!a alr op~nUou aD'J,ftl!. ~ CICCVOJ'!i, 

hl• t.n.l..a~t. a.c:t.1T1t.y-, afti ccmoat .S.aotor .. o·,.r t.bt ~t.t.le ~. 

~ri.Dc U.ae t.wo d.a:~ at, 1-..t 1? •neiO' aln:ran. .. ro dNt.:oy't'd w1tb a 

On 1-'tllruar')' 20 a1J. ~>'• anJ rou:· P""-\J'a al.t.Aok.d t.t.o eueJO" st.oru.:o 

ll"ta at. :.ia~hJ.h ( .. ostom Tu,ur:an) 1 ~lt.o ~ . .-ro WltoiJHrvud bKawoe ~t 

1nclon...,t. •NI..uw. ';!:.at. ••• U...t t.S P"O' t , ac.t.adc1.r..: ec • .-zv 1mst.all.at.1oM 

1G ncart.bua~o. Bor.::a, denro;,-od a t.r1Jce ar..J a!'teK~Uvel,;, raid.t t.t.'O 

...,. t.oln".a. 

A. .ttl&)wl r.port on a :-.d".Jt,f' Dlartoa m hbnary '' tq U ri}'• 

&i!JI .. hot. \he Cc:llct.eik ·~ ce t.;-. b.n::al.ay-LU!11o rallfV.:.4 at.e.t.os '!..~t. 

Mn.t"al r.Mr aiu:ea or otr•c-Un tJ.u .,.,.. ot.t.a.l.n«t &ftd one edeiiQ' &l.r­

planoe •• ~I'O;;c.olJ ahot d<*T., 

t n h11 opvrations ~ tor ~Gbt"\a&ry ="il c"'no,..l lolae.Art.hw- roport.a 

t.l'.at. All1«1 tonrard troops lul4 tat.aOllll*" t.~•~"~~~tlv .. wUhin Utl'vu .U.a 

•ou\.t.•tot. •nd. tour Alo• oout.l:i or t.ho o ,.P.I)' ... ~LJ \.0W1 or l.'UOo, Sl.ntle 

3 5 1 
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Australian aircrart. attD.ckod roeal (Ke1 Islands}, and the Penroe1 

airdrane at Y.oepal'lt, ·,·.t•ero at lcost 13 c,roundod onc"')· aircl'al't ''ere 

dostroyod . Mtia1rcraft o.nd Mchine-= pooitions voro oilencod and 

PACIFIC 'UlfA':'EJt 

On February 26 a '"'ather mission airplane acain bombed !.:undo on 

its return fli&ht . 

&ESiliR 
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