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DECLAESIFIED
08D Letter, B-3-Td

The Arsy Oround Foress have Lssuwed.n directive for the movement
of the lst Cavalry Division (Major Oensral Immis P. Swift) from Fort
Hliss; Texas to the San Francisco Port of Esharkatlion amd thence %o

the Southwest Pacific Theater,

EOATH AFHICAN THEATER

On April 28 and 29 Allied aircraft sank & 3,000-ton merchant ship
and & 3,000-ton tanker and also damaged at least six other enesy ships.
Despite inclement weather they lent valuable support to the pround
troopa by hammering onesy usIuIn:a: and truck columns; they also {lew
normel escort alsslons, During the two days 27 (probably 35) enemy
planes were destroyed for & loss of six Allled aireraflt, Enemy air-
planoa raided the harbor at Philippevills en April 29 but caumed no
dozaje or cesualiies. The enemy is now providing heavy sir escorta
for his shipping.

By nightfall on April 30 US and French troops pushing along the
north coast had advanced to about 20 miles from Hserte; foreing
their way throuph the hills southwest of Mateur, our lst Infantry and
lst Armored Divisions had projressed te about 13 miles from Moteur,
Esst and northesst of Medfez-el-Bab the British set fisrce opposition
during the day but sade some advance scuthesst of Coubellat,
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DECLASEIFTED
08D Lotter, 5-3-78

In his operations summary for the i-hour period endine 1400 0OT,
April 29, General Macirthur reports that six fB-24's attacked an enamy
seaplane base on Ambolna, cauwmlng large explosions and fires in the
barracks and hangar areas and probably destroying twm of 15 intercopting
enemy {iphter planes. Four Dutch B-25's bombed Xoepang, and other Allied
bombers attacked enssmy installations Ln the Kal Islands, and in the
¥adang, Saldor; and Finachhafen aress.

In his coamunique General BmacArthur reports that the enewy hbos
launched & submaring attack in some forcs in the waters sast of

Australis,
EACIVIC THEATER

On April 2B, 3L Arsy and Nevy planes bombed and machine-gunned
Kolombanmara (Kew Cecrgia), 30 Arsy &nd Bavy planes bembed and sachine—
gtnned an enemy positlon nearby, and B-17's and 3-24's haressed Fahild
and Yils,
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DECLAESIFIER
08D Lattor, 06-3=T8

HORTH AFRECAN THEATER

on April 28 twenty-nine B-24's of the Jth Alr Force dropped over
g7 tons of demolition amd incendiary bombs on Messina forry installations.
tmny hits were obmerved and four enemy sircraft wers destroyed; two of
giir bombers were lost. Twenty B-24's dropped 47 tons of bomba on Naples,
hits being obeerved, British airplanes tlew up one enemy landing ersft
and set two aflre. An enasy 3,000-ton motor vessel was hit and set afire
off the northesstern tip of Tunisia, Lipht bombors of the Western Desert
Alr Forces supported the attacks of the British Elghth Army.

Strong snesmy counterattacks on the afterncon of April 28 recaptured
frem the Dritish the domlnating helpghts eipht miles scuthwest of Tabourba.
Ronewing thelr attacks east of Medjes-el-Bub, the Aritish made appreclable
palns spninst hesvy resistance and destroyed ton enemy tanks. That night
aneny counteratiacks near Pont du Fahs weare broken up by artillery fire,
In the north our IT Corps contirmed its advance, strong enemy resistance
belng encountered in the hills southwest of imteur,

ASIATIC TUEATES

1. Oenoral Bissell's 10th Alr Force continues ita mttacks on the
gnemy communications systea in centiral Burmi, battering the rallroad
yards at Mmymyo, Momywa and Ywstaung on April 25, Thazi on April 27 and
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08D Loticer, ]

Eanbula and Momywa on April 2B, Ten B=25's, attacking civer shipping
ot Eatha, April 28, hit tho docks, sheds, and & river steamer, and
later machine—gunned small boats along tha Irramuddy flver south of the
city. P-i0's oparating from Dinjan harsssed & varlety of enemy tarpets

in northern Purma.

2. on April 29 nine Japansss bonbers sscorted by 14 [lghter planes

bombad the eity and airdrome at Lingling; the rummy was hit,

SOUTHMEST PACIFIC THEATER

1. In his operations summry for the 24-hour pericd ending 1i00
OCT, April 28, Ceneral Mackrihur reports that four Dutch B-25's,
attacking an enemy convoy 90 alles northwest of.Dobo, hit & 2,000-%on
merchant veasel and set & 1,200-ton ship afire; one B-25 was shot dewn
by satiaireraft firs, Single B-17's struck at enemy-held towns along
the north—pentral New Quines occast,

2. Cereral Macirthur reperts that Philippine gusrilla troops hawve
suceassfully raided Iloilo city on the south coast of Panay, inflicting
heavy casualtiss on the wnemy and eapturing the puppet governor Caran.
These units are cpsrating under the comsand of lieutenant Colomol
Relunia,
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DECLASSTPIED
B30 letter, p.5.ma

MESTERN HEMTSPIERE

In addition to the raids on the Aleutians alresdy reported for
April 36, Camadian pllots flew fighter-bomber missions agninst ensmy
irstallations on Kiska and Little Kiska,

On April 27 four Amchitka-pased P=3t's apnin bombed Kizka.

HOHTH AFRICAN THEATER

1. On April 28 the U5 IT Corps continumd its advence on Vataur
and on its right the British captured vantsape points 7% miles southwest
of Tebourbe, relleving the msnace to Wedjez-e]-Bab, Enemy counterattacks
in this area Imdlcated the importance of our malns. French patrols
entered Pont du Fahs. Besistance was weakening in the extreme north;
but elsewhere the enemy was fiphtine stubborniy.

On the nlcht of April 25-26, Allied aircraft attacked enemy
airfields in southern Sardinis nnd strock an enemy convey, hitting four
ferry craft and en escort vesselj one ferry was blown up, two wers left
ablaze amd the other two vessels left sinkine, US bombers attacked
the enesy airfield at nrosstto, Italy, and battered enemy com-unications
in Tuhisia. Om April 27 our B=17's attacked the Villscidro sirfield,
surdinin, Larpge numbers of comber and fighter-bomber mlssions wore
carried out in support of ous ground troopa, while &llied medium

bombara concentruted on enemy tanks and troops in the forward areas.




Enemy planes were scilve over our coastal ares, bombing Hone
and Phillppeville, but other enemy air sctivity was mainly defenalve,

their firhters showlng reluctance to engeze cur aircreft.

2. During the week ending Aprll 23 our 12th Alr Force in North
Alfrics destroysd 58 (prooably BO) Axis sircraft for a total loss, from
8ll causes of 25 U8 planes. The British, during the same perlod, destroy-
od 29 (probebly 36) enexy plunes for o loss of 1B of thelr aircraft.
In addition, 29 enemy afrcralt were destiroyed on the ground by the

British and American air forcos.

1. On April 23, twelve B=25's of the 10th Alr Foree dropped more
than fourteen tons of demolition bombs on the rallroad installstions at
¥anbalu, central Burma, destroylag tracks, sheds and rolling stock.

Elght 0-25's hit enemy airfieslds south of Mandaluy on April 26, destroy-
ing revetmarts end the south emd of one runmwey. The next day P-i0's
parforsed attack missions east of Suprabum in support of Cenerel Wheeler's
ground troops, &nd seven B=25's attacked the enesy railrosd yurds and

installations st Thasi.

2, 0Om April 28, Japanese f1ghter and bomber alireraft attacked our
mdrifield at Kunmine, While dimape coused gur installntlons was negpliglble,

heavy Chinese casualties resulted in tie nelchboring village, Bripadier




LECLABSTFIED
60 Lotter, 5-5-73

General Edgar P, Olenn, in temporary cosmand of the Lith Alr Force
during the absence of Genarnl Chennsult, wes sliphtly injured by o

bomb framment. Two other. oflficers and o non-commissioned of ficar were
killad, After the bomblng nine P=iU's intercepted the ralders 100

miles soutinest of Eunming destroying five (probably eight) enemy {ighter

planes without loas,
UTHWEST PAGTFIC THERTER

] In his operaticns sumssry for the 24{-hour peried ending 1400 OCT,
April 27, Oeneral Macirthur reports thet B-24's dispatched to attack
an enemy convoy scutbwest of Kavienp, were unable to contact the enemy
because of unfavorable weather but bembed the enemy airileld at Lae
instesd, QOther attacks were made on enemy installations in Yew Hritain
and along the porthesst cosst of New Gulnea. A H-24 on reconnaissarce
gcored & direct kit on o 4,000-ton enemy vessel northwest of Dobo el
other Allied sirplones attacked enemy-held villapes in Timor and the

' " nelphboring islarda,

A Liverty ship was terpedoed B3 mlles off Newcastls,

PACIVIC THEATER

On April 20, twenty-two [ bombers, under the command of Erigadier
Ceneral Willis H. Hale, struck the phosphate refineries aml sirlields
on Bauru Island. Aeriel photogrsphs clesrly indieste that the




DECLASSIFIED
08D Letter, 5-3-73

refinsries were destroyed and that extensive damsge was inflicted on the

+ 4

other lnstallations. On April 23, these same bombers succeasiully

raided Japar airflelds on Tarawa [eland., [n accom;

aviators, who ware bombed by the Japanese while based

Bt Funaiuti
8t Funalutl,
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08D Letter, 5-3-18

CIZIEAAL

The Judge Advocate Oeneral informed commarders of US forces
out=ide of the United States of the approval by the President of an
Act of Conpress which smends previous legislation poverning forelen
claims, It is now provided that Forelpgn Claims Commissionn may
settle claims for damapes caused by our forces in foreign countries
up to the amount of 82,500; with the approval of the theater commanders
or the Juxipe Advocate Oeneral, claims up to £5,000 may be settled,
Claims for higher amounts will be forwarded to The Judge Advocate
General. This Act is retroactive with respect to cartaln outstanding

claims.
TERN HES

During the 24 hotrs ending 1200 60T, April 27, thirtesn mlssions,
compriaing 70 plapes which dropped 4B tone of bombs on the runway, :
camp ares and other enesy installations, were flown apgainst Kiska,
During this period an American light crulser group shelled epsmy L=

stallstions at Attuj the fire was not returned.
HOBTY AFRICAN THEATES

fn April 27 the Allies continued thelr sastwnrd advance, Our
3th Divislon mas now entered the fromt line, sdding impetus to the

drive of our If Corpas towards listeur., The ensmy resistsd stubbornly




DECLASSIFTER
@BD Letter, 5-3-72

at many points, tut marked procrese was made northeast of Vedles-el-Bab,
and scuth of Pont du Fahs whers French forces have made conaiderable
progress through difficult country. During the perlod April 21-26, B8
enamy tanks were destroyed.

Oenaral Sreraton reports that 62 bozbers of the 9th Air Forece
dropped over 117 tona of demolition amd ifcendisry bombs on the enemy
airfield and fuel storape depot at Aari, Italy, on April 26, Bursts
wore ohserved throughout the entire ares and many hits were noted near
the hangars; the rallrosd north of the fleld, snd oil tanks and dispersal
arees in the vielnity were nlso hit hard, Thirty-one other bosbers of
Ounaral Brereton's force dropped 65 tons of desolition bosbe en the enemy
sirfleld at Soliman, Fighter-bomber and escort missfions were alse flewn
during the day. Strong forces apmin attacked the Soliman airfleld that

night and hit two motor vessels off Capa Hon,
ASIATIC THEATER

On April 25 eleven B-25's of the 10th Adr Force attacked the rail-
road yards &t Teateung (nesr Mandalay), dropping more than 13 tons of
bambs with sany direct hits cbserved in the target area,

On April 26, eleven B-25ts successfully attacked the Heho airdrome
(100 miles southeast of Mandalay). Six B-24's heavily damaped scon
warehouses in RPanpoon. Flve other B-24's exploded one larpe tank at
the Thilawn oll refinery and started fires visible for L0 miles,

A surpries attack on our alrfield at Yusnanyl by a forco of about l




PEOLAECIF TR
R letrer, 5-8-TH

13 Jpaness medius bombers and 15 fighters destroyed five P-i0ts and [
a transport on the ground and caused major damape to seven P-40's. |'

Five enlisted men were killed.

SOUTHNEST PACLFIC THEATER

In his cperations susmry for the 2i-hour poricd ending 1400 BOT,
April 26, Ceneral MacArthur reports that an £,700-ton British frelghter
was sunk by a submarine 200 miles S5E of frisbane, Yinar attacks were
made i Allled alrcraft on the northeast MNew Oulnoa coant and on Yew
Britain, Allled light bombers carried out missions in the Mubo aren

in support of our ground troops.

PACIFIC TIEATER

On April 26 thres B-24's attacked Eahili (Boumainville I.),
starting small fires; light and inaccurate antinircraft {ire was an-

oounterad,
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DECLAZSIFIED
Letter, 5-3-78

TERN f

On April 25 eight P=40's {rom Amchitks attacked the snemy redar
station st Kiska. On April 26 some 35 tons of bombs were dropped on

Elska in elever missions, enemy antlalrcraft opposition bainp feebla,

HORT RICAN TIEATEH

On the night of April 2334 the Allied alr forces bombed Maples
and the docks and milroad yards at Bizerte, Althourh inclement westher
prohibited bomber activities on April 24, the Allied alr effort was
sffactively employed to asalst the progress of our ground units, enemy
troops and colusna being heavily punished, On April 25 our bombors
resumed thelr attacks on enemy airfields, meoting inorsased but pre=
dominantly defensive enemy oir metivity; Ceneral Brerston's flyers
pounded gnemy alrdroses and troop concentrations, British bombers
attacked the enemy alrfisld at Soliman and enemy- positions in front of
the Sritish Eighth Arsy, and cur medium bombers attacked Wilss air-
drome in Sardinla, Durlng April 24 and 25 the Alltes destroyed nine
anenmy aireraft for a loss of 23,

0n April 26 the enemy was cleared fros the heights north of
Takrouns. French arsored elsments reached the Pont du Fahs plain and
other Fronch troops were fighting esst of Ousd Kebir ruservolr. The
fritish armored drive southeast of foubellat continued to gain ground

o TRk
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DECLASSIFIED
08D Letter, L-8-TR

despite desperats enomy resistance. The US lst Infuntry Division,
advancing northwest of Medjez-el-Bab along the ridpes toward Mateur,
wns making satisfectory propress, In the far north patrols of the
French troops oparating under command of our IT Corps pushed forward

rapidly along tha coast.

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATER

In his operations summry for the 2i-hour pariod dnding 1400
OCT, April 25, General Machrthur reports tmt three Allted light
bombers attacked enemy positions in the Mubo arsa, wmhile thrse B-1T's
bombed the Wewnk airdroms, Minor air attacks wers nade on enesy in-
stallntions mlomg the northeast ¥ew Guinea coast, in wastern New
fuinen and in islands to the west. A British freighter wus sunk by
a sutmarine 150 miles north of Brisbane,

on April 24 an Allied unit surrcunded and attacked a weoll-prepared

emamy position on o ridgs near Mubo.

BACIFIC THEATER

Genersl Broens, Cormarnding General of the Services of Supply in
the South Pacific krea, reports that, in complisnce with a Jolnt
Ohiefs of Staff directive, action has been taken to procure locally
some 70,000 tons of supplien for our forces yearly, By agreesent with
the Javy a food depot for the antire South Pmoifie Ares will be
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OBD Letter, foy_7g

BESTERY He

1. Two P=38ts from Anchitka bombed and sachine=punned enemy in-

stallations on Kiskn, April 24.

2, Tha War Departmont informed Generals Drum and Brooks that it
haa pconcurred in the tranafer to the Canadians of the operational
control of all antl-submarine warfare in the Labrador-Newfoundland-
Cannda area, eflective 1200 Z, April 30, Our Army Alr Foroes have

thres squadrens operating on snti-submarine activities in this area,

3. Army Oround Forces directed the mevement of the 96th Infamtry
Division from Camp Adair, Oregon, to Fort Lewls, Washington, in order
to make additional training facilities available for a new divisisn

which 1= to be activated at its previcus station,

4, The War Department hos docided to establish its fungle
tralning center in Hewail inatead of in Panama, Use of Hammii for
this purpose will effect an sconomy in shipping and will permit the
simultanscus training of an entire division. The lith Infantry hn:i.
miscellancous units, now in Panama for fungle training, will be re-

turped to the US in the near future,

HORTH AFHTCAN THEATER

On the night of April 22-23 British Bisley bombors attacked
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0BD Letter, 5-3.73

soveral enemy installatioms in porthoast Tunisia, while Fronch bombers
again hit the La Marsa airfield. The mext day U5 bombers struck at
shipping at Arbatax, Sardinia, blasted the ensmy railroad yards and
bivousc areas at Mateur, and sot fire to on snemy moter vessel north
of Sicily, Alllsd fighters and righter bombers furrdshed contirmous
support to our advancing ground units and also bombed and machine-gunned
mmemy truck columns, During this peried three (prowbly four) enesy
plares wETE destroyed; three Allied bombers and tiree fightars were
listed as lost or missing. Enemy air activity was concentrated apainst
our ground unlis, particularly in the Medjor—al-fab area,

Allied units pushed forward along the entire front om April 24
and 25 againat stubborn resistance, The LS ?Lh'lnfm;rr Mvision
advanced down the valley of the Sedjfenane River, and the US 1st In-
fantry Divieion assisted by alaments of our 1st Armored Division forced
its way over the crest and into the valley of the Tinw Mver, Enat und
northeast of Uedjes-—el-Sab, Gritish forces seized new points of vantapa,
successfully repulsing enomy counterattacks, Sritish arsored units
forged ahead through dense mineflelds southeast of fouballat, the
Fronch edped forward towards the (ued Kebir reservolr, and the Eighth
Arey gained new ground north of Takrouna,

ASTATIC THEATER

On April anlﬂl B-=25's of the lLith Alr Force, sscorted by 11
P-40's, attacked the important Japanese cobalt and load mines at Hamtu

e
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DECLASSIFTER
cep Lat tor, 5-3-73

in northern Burma, as well as the nearby rallroad yards; three hits
ware made on reduction plant,
Same
The mewd doy thirteen P-40's Intercepted 25 Japanese planes two
miles south of our Ling Ling airdrome (250 miles northwest of Canton)
in China, Five (probably nine) of the enemy planss were reported
destroyed. Only ome of the enemy planes sucoeeded in reaching our

alrfield and 1t was imeediately shot down.

SOUDHHEST PACIFIC THEATER

In his operntions summery for the 2Z{-hour parled emdin- 1400

0CTy Aprll 24, General MncArthur reports that nine B-24's attacked

the ene=y alrfields at Kendari, destroying five eneay prounded planes
and starting fires visible for 75 miles; five (probably =ix) enemy
airplanes which intercepted our bombers wore destroyed, FKendarl is
ong of the larger Japapegse sir installstions in the Esst Indies. Four
Anntralisn bombera attacked two enesy vessels off Hear Toland, sinking
one and damaging the other. Seven Dutch medium bombers made an ef-
fective rald on the enemy airfield at D114, while other haressing
attacks were made on other Lslands west of New Ouinea. Two US B-24's
bombed and sachine-gunned enemy villages in the Singor area; another
B=di, on reconnaisasance over Tewnk, destroyed five out of twelve inter-
cepting enemy Cighters i.n. & thirty-minute engagement desplte the loss
of two of 1ts four engines, An enemy comvoy of two destroyers, twe
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88D Letter, 5-5-74

LUR | _THEATER

Two intercepting P-38'a destroyed a German JO-88 over Toeland

April 24. One of the Cerman crew members parachuted and was captured,

FRICAMN THEATER

On April 22, while Allied fightars and medium bombors heavils
attacked the enemy eirfields and pround targets in northern Tunisia,
our heavy besbers hit the docks and shipping at Carleforte, Sardinia,

Heavy Cighting continved along the Jentire weat face of the enexmy
sone the néxt two doys, the British armored drive sgutheast of Goubellat
gaining considersble pround, Qur 9th and lst Infantry DMvisions, ad-
vanelng in the north, esptured 100 prissners. Hosbers of the 9th Air
Force dropped cver 97 tons of bombs on enemy sirfields, artillery and
trocps; one B-25 was lost, Enemy alr forces carried cut extensive

“operatlons against our troops along the western [rent.

ASIATIC THRATER

On the night of April 22-23, sixtesn B-24's successfully attacked
the railroad yards and warehouses and bulldings in the vicinity at
fangoen, Two other B-24's, unable to locate the target, bombed the
Thilaws oil refinery. The next day nine B=25's, attacking the warehouss
areas at Mandalay, cbtalned many hits on installationa there,
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SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATER

In his operations summary for the 24-hour period ending 1400 Z,
April 23, Oeneral MacArthur confirms the successful bombing, announced

resterdey, of &n enemy cargo ship near Kavieng and adds that heavy

o

bombers on reconnaissance attacked Ubili and enemy-held towns on the
northeast New Culnea coast. Thirteen fipnter-bombers harassed the
Salemaus area; smell scele attacks were made on Toeal (Kei Ts.) and

Dobo (Aroe Is.).

PACIFIC THEATER

On April 22 three B-24's dropped sixty 100-lb. bombs on Kahili,

hitting the north end of the runway.
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On Aprll 22 the British Eighth Army held its gains, repulsing
all counterattacks, British attacks botween Vediez—el-Hab and Pou
Aradn which started on April 21 developed Lnto fisrcely contested
actions in which ground chenged hands more than oncej by April 22 an
armored wedge had been driven into enemy territory southesst of
Ooubellat. OCenaral Elsenhower reparts that pur II Corps now occuples
the line froa the north coast to & point about nine miles northwest of
Vedjez-al-Bab, with two infantry divisions in contact with the enony
and ona infantry amd ome armored division in mp,.-..mr'l..

Allied fighter patrols cperated over the OQulf of Tunis, destroying
31 enemy planes, inclwding 21 trenspert-type aireraft, Enamy &ir acti-
vity wus entirsly defensive,

ASIATIC THEATER

On April 21 nine B-28's of the 10th Alr Force, in a renswed
attack on the Myltnge rallroad bridge south of Mandalay, damaged buile

dings and tracks in the vieinity.
PACIFIC

In his operations summary for the 24-hour perled ending LL00 GOT,
April 22, Cenarsl MacArthur reports that four P-25's and four A-20'a
bombed and machine-gunned the Massau Bay area (south of Salmsmmua),
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Allied bombers on reconnaissance missions attacked enemy installations
in New Cuinea, Aroe and Tanimbar. Photographs show & light cruiser,
two destroyers and 43 other ships including 105,000 tons of merchant
shipping at Rabsul,

A communigue from Oeneral MacArthur reports an attack on April 23
by & heavy Allled reconnaissance bomber on an B,000-ton enemy cargo
ship near Kavieng. A direct hit by a 500-1b. bomb set the vessel on

fire and left it in a sinking condition.
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DECLASEIFIED
Q&0 Letter, G-83-Td

HESTERN HENTSPHERE

1. Oeneral Butler has reported that during the first 20 days
of April, bember and fighter aircraft of his 11th Alr Foree dropped
over 533 tons of demclition, fragmentation and incendiary bombs on

enemy installations at Xiska,

2, The War Departnent informed Oeneral Prum that in -*urt.turnnna
of the !t.rlupﬂ.c deployment of US forces for 1943 established by tha
Jednt Chiefs of Staff following the decisicns_reached in the Casabloinca
conferences, the garrlson of Newfoundland must be reduced fresm nearly
8,600 to about 6,000. Army Alr Force units, including those assimed
for air tronsport snd anti-submarine activities, will not be mffectsd

by this reduction,
NOHTH AFHIC, TEATER

Enemy counterattacks amuinst the British Elghth Army, April 21,
were repulsed by massed artillery fire, and by night the onemy had
been drivan off the commnding heighta west of Tekrouna. Flghting
was reported in the Oued el Kebir area,

During the day, and the preceding ndght, Allied medium amd 1ight
bonbers and fighter aireraft, despite adverse weather conditions,
attacked enemy sirfields and linas of commurdcation, and furnished
support to our pround units, British bombars operating under Cenaral
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Brerotonts command dropped 15 tons of bomba on Naples, bursta being
chserved in the tarpet area, BAritish [ pghter planes attacked a port
and an airfisld in southwestern Sardinlan. During the period a total
of ten (probably 13) enemy planes were destroyed for a loss of two
B=25's ami thres fighters.

A' eaptured doocument dated March 19 bears Ooneral von Arnimts

« signature as commander of the Qersan forces in Africaj this confirms

the susplcion that Rommel is no longer thera,
ASIATIC THEATER

Early on April 20 ome B-24 of ths 10th Alr Force bombed Bangkok-—-—
making a 1,090=-mnile flight sach way—ahile four othersbombed the
secondary tarpet, Hangoon station, with unknown results, The sans

day eight B=25's attacked the Maymyo railroad yards, destroving

tracks and buildings near the tarpet.

SOUTHWNEST PACIFIC THEATER

In his cperations summary for the 24i-Bour period ending 1400 0CT,
April 21, Cemeral Mackrthur reporta that B=17's on reconnaissance
misslons shot down one of fouwr interceptlng enemy [iphter planes over
New Britain, destroyed & larpe bullding at Ubili, a grounded bomber at
Nasmata, and machine-gurmed enssy villepes along the north New Ouinea
coast, Allied bombers flew reconnalssance and attack missione sgainst
enemy=held portions of western New fuinea and the islands to the west.
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OENERAL

Tho War Department has reminded all senlor commanders that
chaplaing und medical and sanitary perscnnel forfeit imminity from
attack or capture if they engapge in combat or commit mcts injurious
to the enomy, and that if they do so while wearing a Fed Croas
brassard (& serlous misuse of thim emblem) they expose themselves to
punishment .oy the enesy if captured. These commanders have been
instructed to issue appropriste instrugtions to the personnel in

question,
HESTERN HEMTSPHERE

Dwring the A-hour pericd emding 1200 0CT, April 21, in tem
attacks some 6l tons of bombs wore dropped on Xiskas, Clouds pre-
vented complete observaticon of the results; one vessel in the harbor

was believed hit several times,

ELEOPEAN THEATER

1. 1In the raid by US heavy bombers against Hremen on April 17,
63 (probably 78) enemy fighters wera destroyed, instesd of the 40
indicated by prelimisary reports,

2. During the week ending April 18, US aircraft based in the
United Eingdom destroyed 77 (probably 59) enemy planes for a total
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loas from all causes of 2U of our heavy bombers and five fighter=type
planes,

HOATH AFHICAY THEATEH

&

During the night of April 19-20 and the next day, Allied aircraft
continued their attacks on enemy airfields in neetheastern Turlsis and
dastroyed 19 (probably 20) enemy planes in the Cape ﬂrm region. Three
British bombers are missing.

The BEritish Eighth Army, which attacked northwerds on the evening
of April 19 and entered Enfidaville the noxt mm"!.nr, beat off all
enemy counterattacks, inflieting heavy ﬂlmﬂ.n; on the enemy and
capturing many prisoners, A heavy Axis sttack in the rejpion scuth of
¥ed jez-el-fab was held, 25 enemy tanks belng destroyed,

Operating over Allied ports wlong the Mediterranean coast, three
(probably four) snemy airplanes were destroyed; the Luftwaffs also
reacted apalmet the British attacks in the Enfidavills area,

ASIATIC THEATER

On April 19 three B-24's of the 10th Alr Vorce attacked the
Thilawa oll refinery (south of Rangoon). The next day eight B-25ts
attacked the -nm sheds at Thasi (mouth of Handaley), scoring soms
hits on mearby tracks. A delayed report states thet heavy damepge was
dmummmm{mﬂmmjwmn-asu
an April 16,
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Five B-24's dropped over 14 tons of demolition bombs in the
Fume Numa area (Bougainville), April 20. Bad weather precluded

observation of
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

During the 24-hour period ending 1200 GCT, April 20, eight
missions from Amchitka and two from Adak dropped some 21 tons of
bombs- on Kiska, Heavy and accurate antiaireraft fire was encountered.
According to & delayed report & ship in Kiska harbor was.set atfire

during the bombings of April 19,

NORTH AFRICAN THEATER

1, On the night of 4pril 18-19 Allied aircrait continued their
neutralization of enemy airfields in the vieinity of Tunis, The next
day the airfield at Korba was again attacked, whilE.Al]J.ed fighter
sweeps over the Gulf of Tunis destroyed twenty (probably 26) enemy
aireraft including twelve more German transports; we lost eight air-
planes, The usual convoy, escort and combat missions also were
flown. Enemy planes again raided Souk el Khemis,

The US lst Infantry Division, moving to the north, bemn
on April 19 to relieve British units in the line southwest of
Mateur, The Kerkenna Islands east of Sfax have been occupied by
Allied forces. A communique reports that Enfidaville was occupied

by the Eighth Army on the night of April 19-20.

2, During the week ending April 16, US aircraft of the North
African Alr Force destroyed 119 (probably 146) enemy planes in the
air, including 66 transports, and 70 on the ground. In the same
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period we lost six planes 88 & result of asrial enzagements, two by
antinireraft fire, three from unknown caupes and two are listed as
- migaing. Corresponding FAF fipures are twenty-{ive (probably L2)

enary planes for 25 of their own.
ASIATIC THEATER

On April 19 sixtesn P=lilts of the 10th Air Force, using 1000=-
pound bembs, wrecked two railrosd bridges near Myitkyina, liine B-2i's
in suocessive approaches dropped 15 tons of bombs on the central rail-

road station at Rangoon; causing fires visible for 90 miles.

SOUTHWNEST PACIFIC THEATER

In his cperations summary for the 2l=hour peried snding 11,00 0CT,
April 10, General MacArthur reports that twenty-one Dutsh and Aus-
tralian bombers in coordinated sttacks caused large fires at Koepang
and the Penfoed airdrome, Single U8 B-2L's bombad and machine-punned
the enemy-held towns of Singor and Finschhafen, and shot dewn an
enamy twin-snmined fighter over Vitias Strait. The next day US and
Australian reconnaissance hembers attacked enemy airfields at Oasmata,
Cape Gloucester, Lae, and Finschhafen, One larps and seven s=all
vessels a=s well as some barges wers peen At Wewak; the enemy is
adding to his air installations in this vieinity.

A commnigque reports that on Aprdl 20 General MacArthur's heavy
bombers axecuted a pre-dawn attack on the alrdrome and the shipping
reported in the harbor at Wewnk. The bombers struck at mast-height




& 6,000-ton freishter, apparently loaded with fuel, completely des-
troying it,
PACIFIC THEATER

On April 19, seven B=1T's dropped over 17 tons of demclition

bombs on Kieta; results were not observed, The next day four P=391g

furnished air cover for a naval task force,
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BLSTEAN HENTSPHERE

During the 2i-hour pericd ending 1200 0CT, April 19, seven
Amchitka-based attack missions dropped 14 tons of bomba nu'lt:t.haa enamy
installations at ¥iska, obtaining hita on the air strip, buildings,
pun esplacenents and the mein camp area, OQur recent Ettacks have
caused much damape to tho enesy's landing strip. Antlaircraft fire

encountersd by our missions wvaried from moderate to inbense.
EURQPEAY THEATER

1, General Andrews reports that in the raids in which our hesvy
bombers dropped cver 250 tons of bombs on Lorlent and Arest on April
16,eleven (probably 18) enemy .r.trph.nes wera destroyed. Four of our
bembers failed to return. -

2. An unidentified airplane was reported over Iceland April 18,
NORTH AFRICAN THEATER

On the night of April 17=18 Allied bosbers effectively attacked
the 1A Marsa, Soliman, Korba and Ste, Marie du Zit airfields, snd the

docks and railroad yards at Tunls.

Betaining their initiative on April 18, the Allied Alr Forcea
intercepted and destroyed an merisl transport armada heading for Eurape
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from Tundsia, &5 reported yesterday, Among other achlevements,
T8 escorted B-17's dropped B4 tons of bombs on the Palermo railroad
yards, and 66 tons on the nsarby Boecs di Faleo alrfleld, hitting
many bulldings and grounded airoraft. Escorted B-25's attacked
an alrdrome in northwestern Sardinia, striking bulldings, pasoline
storage dumps, and prounded aircraft of all kinds; they also
attacked the docks, railroad yards and shipping at Porto Torres
where & 350-400 ft. morchant vessel was sunk and & ssaller ship set
afire. During this period Allled planses parformed the usual convay-
escort and combat missions.

Enemy alr offensive operations were steppad up, [ighter-bombers
and ¥FW 190's carrying out raids on Alglers (whare five enemy alrcraft
wore destroyed), on Souk-sl-¥hemis airfield, and on our metor trans-

port near Pont du Fahs,

MIDDLE EAST-CENTEAL AFRICAN THEATER

On April 1% bombers of the §th Alr Foree, in four missions,
dropped over 112 tons of boabs on Catania, a tanker being hit and

bursts being obmserved on other pinpoint tarpets,
ASIATIC TREATER

fanorul Hssell reports that on April 17 slx B-24's of his 10th
Air Foree bombed & rallroad bridge across the Pazundaung River at
fangoon.
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PACIFIC THEATER

te on April 17, fourteen heavy bombers dreopped 25 tona of
demolition and incendiary bombs on the enemy rurway at Kahili, ecausing
large {ires and explosions; all ouwr planes retumed, The next day
P-38's operating over the Kahili areca shot down three Japanese bombers
and three Japanese fighter planes. ©One of our P-38's was lost,
On the night of April 18=19 four US B-24's dropped 24 one-quarter
ton demelition bombs on the runway and revetments at the enemy airfield

on Munda.
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1. During the Zh-hour pariod anding 1200 OCT; April 18, attack
mimsions from Amchitka and Adak dropped 10 tons of demolition boshe
on the snamy rummy on Attu and 1 tons on jun popitions and the main
camp and submarine base areas at Kiskaj hits in all target areas were
observed, Late reports raiss by G tons the total of bombs drepped

on Kiska daring the preceding 2l hours,

2. Threa members of our Oresnland (native) sledge patrol were
eaptured by Oarsans pear Esktimonaes (mast comst of Gresnlund on Thth
parallal) during the latter part of March. One of thess priscrers
escaped and reports that the snemy force corsists of one officer and
nine men with dogs, automatic weapons and ssall amms. Thelr ;:Lnnlan
is to furnish weathor reports; destroy cur depota along the coast and,
at a later date, bomb the Ella Taland and Scoresty radio stationa.
Eskimonass has slready besn burned. The Cermans are now on Sabine Tsland,
northeast of Eskimonass. Our sledge patrol is concantrating at Scoreaby;

other appropriaste measures will he taken,
EUROFEAN THEATER
1, Two unidentifisd airplanss were reportad over Iesland, April 17.

2. On April 17, one hundred U8 B-17's drepped 250 tons of hish
explopives on the Focke-Wulf airplane factory at Bremen. Oood remilts
wers reported. Ensmy fighters, attacking repeatedly aftsr intenss

Sy
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and accurate antlaircraft fire had caused our bomber formations to
sproead, chased our planes during the entire return trip over Oermany
and out ower the sea, Preliminary reporta indicate that more than

40 enemy planss wers destroyed; 16 B=-1T's are missing,

HORTH AFRICAF THEATESR

The battle for Tunisis moved into the air during the past fow
deys. oOn the night of April 16-17 Allied bombers torpedoed an enamy
tanker, attecked the docks and freight station at Blzerte, enemy
dirfields at La Sebala (near Tunis} Ste. Marie du Bit, and other
targets,

Theae relontless attacks on enemy installstions eontinued April
17 when 16 escorted 5-17's dropped LB tons of demolition bomba om the
docks at Ferryville, and &4 escorted B-17'a loosed over 130 toms on
Palermo; at the latter port six ships, the powar house amd all of the
plers were hit, and eleven (probably 19) of aixty Intercepting enemy
iroraft were destroyed. One of our P-38's was shot down, Twenty-
soven other P-38's, on & flchier sweep, shot down five enemy planea;
eighteon 5-25's and 36 P-40's bombed the enemy railread yards at
Mateur. Twenty-four (probably 31) enemy alreraft were destroyed
during the day; thres US aircraift were lost. Oeneral Brereton's
heavy bombers apalr attacked Catanls, maldng two hits on a tanker,

In shipping sweeps east of Tunls seven snemy airplanes wars
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destroyed for a less of four fighter aircraft,

A communlque reports that our aerlal of fensive was saintainsd
during April 18, the highlights being the destruction of 45 enamy
alr transports and 16 of their sscorting fighters off the Tunisian
coast, & renewal of the battering of Palerse where the rallroad yarda
and airfields were heavily demaped, and the destructlon of two mepr-
chantmen in the harbor at Porto Torres {Sardinia), These operaticns
cost us 11 airoraft, The enemy bombed Alplors end its airport,

causing some damsps to civilian property.

ASIATIC THEATER

Fighter aireraft of Cuneral Bissall*s 10th Alr Force continusd
their attacks on enemy railwsy communicatisns in nerthern Bur=a on
April 17, eausing minor damape to two bridpges northwest of Myitkylna
and lashio. Ten B-25'a, dropplng all of their elphty 300=pound
danolition bombe squarely in the tarpet ires, destroyed the rallrsad
shops &t Myltnge (south of Mardslay); seven other B-25's ghtalned
direct hits on the Witnge railmay bridpe with 1,000-pound bombs,

s00 T ™

In his operaticns summaty for the 24<hour period ending 1400 oCT,
April 17, General McArthur reports that four B-24's caused large
fires and exploalons in the coaling Jetty at Anbon (where nina enemy
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ships were sighted) and destroyed four of the enemy fighter planss,.
Other Allied bombers attacked the Timika and Gasmata airfields with
unobserved results, and a B-24 on reconnaissance along the northern
coast of New Quinea started larpe fires in an enemy-held village near
Humboldt Bay and bombed a small cargo ship in Bogia harbor,

An Allied patrol raided enemy positions south of Salamaua d\:.rin;f

the night of April 15,

PACIFIC THEATER

General Hermon reports that our Alr Transport planes are now
operating via the Penrhyn-pAlitutaki alternate route to the south anmd

southweat Paciflic areas,
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S TER MEMISPHERS

Incomplete reports, covering the bomblng activities 'I:I*i' six B-=24's,
12 p=25'p and 12 Fghter sircraft at Xiska during the 24-hour peried
ending 1200 GGT, April 17, indicate that over 45 tonas of bombs were
dropped on enemy installations,with hits in the seaplane and other
target areas; cur fighter alroraft used thelr machlme guns from very
low altitudes, Enemy installations et Attu alsc were bombed, Ineffec-

tive antiaircraft [ire was encountered.
ELr i

om April 16, heavy bombers of our Bth Air Force attacked the enemy
submarine base at Lorient and the port at Brest; results were reported
as good. Enesy ﬁ:_-_hr.ur reaction to the Lorient mission was moderatej
st least seven enamy fighters were reported destroyed and only ons B-17
failed to return, The attack by 17 B-2i's on Brest encountered many
enemy fiphters, and three of our B-24's are missing, RAF Spitfires
provided excellent [ighter suppert for both misslons.

HORTH AFRICAN THEATER

The Allied air forces in Morth Africa bombed the Oudns airficld,
on April 16, attacked Palermo whers they hit the power statlon and

warehouse aren &nd probably four merchant vessels, hit two carge ships
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and & barpe off the northeastern comst of Tunlsin, and continued their
support of front line units, OConersal Brereton's bombers repeated their
atipck of the previous day on Catanis, obtelinins hits on the mole and
on & tanker. Enemy alr activlity was apuin concentrated on the Medjes—
el-Hab sector where continuous fighter patrols were maintained; other
enerny airplanes raided our elrdrome st Souk el Arba., During all of
these mlssicns oight (probably 10) enemy planss were deatroyed; three
of our alrcraft wers lost,

There was no unusual ground activity to report.

ASIATIC THEATER

1. Fighter sircraft of General Hissell's 10th Alr Force wers
especially successful in attacks on ememy railway communicatioms in
northern Burms on April 16, Uslng 1,000-1b, bomba they completely
destroyed a railmmy bridee 10 miles porthoast of Plabaw and seversly
damaped another five miles scuth of Mopaung, Mine B-25's pat 107
100-1b. bombs in the rallroad yards and marehouses at Thazi Junction
(south of Mandalay).

2. The War Dopartment notified General Stilwell's headquarters
at Chungking and New Delhi that the cpening of the northern route te
Chipa (vis Iran - Turkestan) haa been mpproved and that 1,120 2h-ton
trucke are to be made available for this purpose, Since the Oritish
are unable to provide sulflelent shipping to transport these trucks

SEE
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in the next three months, Fleld Marshal Wevell has been requested to
supply 520 trucks from his stock on the understanding that they will
be replaced from the US at the rate of 200 per month. It is under-
stood that the trucks will be loaded with Chinese cergo at Earschi and
moved under Aritish supervision to the Russian railroad, and that the
Musalans wlll move tham to the eastern terminus of thelr rallroad.
General Stilwell was asked to keep ln touch with these operationa

initinlly.

SOUTHREST PACIFIC THEATER

In his operations sumsmry for the 2i-hour pericd ending 1400
00T, April 16, Gemeral Machrthur reports that, in the previcusly
reparted sttacka on the enemy convey &t Wewak, & total of two B,000-ton
carpgo ships were sunk, one was dessged and possibly sunk, and a
"probable” gunboat was hit and besched. Allied aircraft boshed ths
enemy landing strips near ﬁhui and Casmate, Keimans (western New
Ouiren) where & possible ammunition dump was destroyed, and Baucau
(Timor), as well as other enemy-beld points on islands to the west

of New Ouinea,

EACIFIC THEATER

On April 16 twenty-five US Army and Mavy bombers dropped over
30 tons of domolition and incendiary bombs on Kmhili and three tona
on Ballale., Fires were started on the airdromes at both places.
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

uring the 24=hour perlod ending 1200 GCT, April 16, 111
planes of our 1lth Air Force in Alaska dropped over 22 tons of bombs
on Kiska, All the tarpget areas were hit. A larpge barge, probably
loaded with ammunition, exploded. Heavy antiaireraft fire brought

dewn one of our B-24's. Six enemy planes were observed on the beach.
EURCPEAN THEATER
Several unidentified airplanes were reported over Iceland, April 15.

NOHTH AFRICAN THEATER

During the night of April 14-15 and the next day Allied planes
maintained their apgressive missions against the enemy ground troops
and airfields in North Africa and attacked several enemy airdromes
in Sardinia. General Brereton's Air Force bombed Pelermo, hitting
the oil quay, naval docks, seaplane station and oil storage depot,
and Catania harbor where hits were observed near the gas works, port,
railway station and power house, The enemy air force operated on a
reduced scale,

Allied ground troops maintained their pressure on the enemy.
French troops were counterattacked east of the OQusseltia valley, and
Aritish units beat back enemy efforts to regaln vantage points north

of Wedjez-el-Bab.
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During the night of April 15-156 British bombers attacked the
alrfield st Ste Marle du Zit, dropping 4% tons of bombs, and searched
for shipping off the coast of Tunieia, destroying two {probably three)
German transport planes, Om April 16 Spltfires destroyed two mora

transport planes and eight (probably nine) other epemy aircraft.

ASIATIC THEATER

On April 15 ten B=25's of the lO0th Alr Force effectively attacked
the Mandalay rallrosd yards, causing fires visible for fifty miles,
Nines B-25's scored many direct hits on the mearby railroed yards at
Twataung, Nine B-24's dropped over 13 tons of bombs on Prome
(southern Burma), all bursts belng reported within the target area;
eight other B-24's bombed the Thilawa 0l1 Refinery (near Rangoon)
with unobsarved results, Two P-40'a on an offensive reconnaissance

dostroyed two lecomotives in northern Burma.

SCUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATER

In his operations summary for the 24-hour pericd ending 1400
OCT, April 15, General MacArthur reports that while cur three B-17's
were akip=bombing the enemy convoy at Wewak (as reported yesterday)
other B-17's bombed the enesy alrfields &t Rabeul and Casmata, three
of our dive-bombers machine-gunned enemy pesitiens porth of Mubo, and
three Australian Hudson bombers destroyed bulldings at Oseu, central
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Portuguese Timor,

During the night and early morning hours on April 16 our heavy
bombers continued their attacks on the enemy convoy in the .‘.arfl.:cr* at
Wewak. The report of the sinking of an 8,000-ton carpo ship was con-
firmed; another 8,000-ton transport was probably sunk. During these
attacks other heavy bombers neutralized the gnemy's airdrome. Later
reconnaissance missions sipghted the remaining ships of the convoy

steaming out of the harbor towards the 1imit of our bomber range.,
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1. Between 0134 April 13 and 0330 April 14 (Oreemwich Time)
planes of the llth Air Force in eleven missions dropped over &2 tons
of bombs on Kisks, cbtaining hits in the camp and runway areas

desplte intonse antiaircreft {ire. One P-38 was lost. *

2; The War Department instructed Ceneral DeWltt to modify the
existing restrictions on the movement of persons of Japanese origin
in his cosmand by sxtending te soldiers of Japaneso ancestry, in
urd form and on furlough, the freedom of movement enmjoyed by &1l other

American soldiers in his ares,
HTH GAN

1. During the night of April 12-13 and the day of April 13,
Allied aireraft pounded the enemy alrfields in northemstern Tenisis,
furnished protection for a convoy bound lor Sfax, and flew numsrous
fighter sweeps and reconmissance patrolay Meprine, Korba and Oudna
eirfields took particularly heavy punishment, Three enemy torpedo
bombers, Intercepted by Besufiphters off scuthwestern Sardinia, were
shot down and the remainder were forced to jettison their loads into
the ses, US B-17's dropped over 7,000 frapmentation bombs on the
Milo and cui;nl Votrano aindromes in 5icily, where some 150 planss
were observed on the ground, Four (probably six) of 15 onomy air-
oraft enpaged over the tarpet were destroyed; three B=17's were lost,
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Five P-3E's made one hit and two near misses with half-ton bomba on
the Ttallan crulper Corizia off Lerhorn. Another P=38, skip-bosbed
& freipghter near Porto Torres (northwest coast of Sardinia); the
projectile passed through the target and exploded in another freishter
elongoide. Other Allied planes harassed enemy airdroses in Sardinis,
Troopa of the British Eighth Ammy ard French units on their
left rogained contact with the memy along his defensive positicns
soutn of Enfidaville. In the north Allied operations are progresalng
desplte counterattacks by the enemy; elements of our 9th Divisien

relieved British units mesr tho north coast.,

2. During the week ending April 9 US aireraft of the Borth
African Air Foroe destroyed 69 (probably 112) enery planes in tho
alr and at least 100 on the pround, In this same pericd we lost six
planes 85 8 result of serial engagemants, five by antiairemft fire,
five {rom unknown causes and sixteen are listed as mlesing., Corres—
ponding figures for the RAY component of the North African Air Force

arcy Enemy planes destroyed; 26 (probably 29); RAF losses; seven,

ASIATIC DEATER

Six P-40's of the 10th Alr Force Ilaw an of fensive swoep in
northern Burmi on Aprdl 13 during wiich they destroyed a bridps and
attacked other ground targets, The Japarsse appear to be working
hard on roads enpd brldge repair in thds replon,

e
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Reconnaissance P-40's of the lith Alr Force, on patrol missions
over southwestern Yunnan Provinece, China, machins-pumned enemy barracks,
warechouses and pack tralns,

Oeneral Bissell reports that during March the 1l0th Alr Force
destroyed nine (probably 13) Japanese aireraft, with & loas from enomy
action of one fighter and throo bombers, US losses other than those

from ensmy action wers six airplanes,

SQUTEWEST PACIFIC THEATER

Genaral MacArthur reports that our heavy bombers on April 12 set
fire to s 10,000-ton merchant vess=el, &n B,000-ton cargo vessel,
possibly hit a 3,000-ton cargo vessel, at Hansa Bay, and shot down six
out of fifteen intercepting fighter planes, Small scale attacks were
made on Mubo and the Fel Islands onm April 13. A late communlgue
states that snother attack on the enemy shipping in Hansa Hay on April
1, set fire to, and probably sank, a 6,000-ton carge vessel, all that
remained of the convoy. Enemy medium snd dive-bombers with fighter
oscort, numbering between 75 and 100, raided Milne Bay at noon April
1i, damaging three small Allied vessels and causing some casunlties.
Thirty enomy planes were shot out of action. Our fighter losses ware

moderats,
EACIFIC THEATER

Eloven U bombars escorted by 21 fighter planes, attacking tunds




e,
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April 13, hit the rumway, dispersal and bivouac areas and an ammni-
tion dump., Elght other [iphter aircraft attacked an enemy barge off
Cholseul Island setting it afire. From these two missions one of our

fighter planes is missing.
LATIN AMERICAN THEATER

The War Department has approved (eneral Arett's plan to induct
Puerto Ricans at the rate of 500 per week beginning May 1; these in-
ductees will not count against his present troop ceiline until they
have bean assigned to troop units, 12,000 white and 3,000 colored
selectees will be called during the period April 16 to September 30,

1943,
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NESTREN HEMISPHREAE
1. Late on April 12 (Oreemwich time) throe more {lights of our

Amchitka-based fighter aircraft bombed and machins-pumned the enemy

main camp Area and other installations at Eisks,

2, A direcilve has peen lasusd lor the movesent to Fort Huachuca,
Arizona, of the 92nd Infantry Division (Negro enlisted perscnnel) which
is now at Camp Joseph T. Robinson, Arkansas, Cemp BEreckenridge,
Eentucky, Fort McClellan, Aklabama, and Camp Atterbury, Indiana. The
Division, commarnded by Major General Edward U, Almond, is being con-

centrated to undergo combined training of its various components,
RORTH AFHICAN TER

1. Eighteon US B-24's dropped 54 tons of high explosives and in-
cerdiaries on Meples, April 11; many hits were cbserved in the tarpet
area and three (probably eight) enemy planes were destroyed. One of
our bombers was lost, Allled air forces continued their attacks on
enemy airfields in Tunisin that night and the follewing day, and
distributed 49 tons of bomba over enemy installations in Sicily, Naples
and scuthern Itely, Intense enemy alr action was directed against the
advanced Allied pFround units on the southern front.

The pursult of the retreating enemy forces continued on April
12; patrols of the British Eiphth Army sdvanced north of Sousse and
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French units from the west turned nortiward to repain contact with
the enemy. Axis forces are believed Lo be withdrawing north of an
east-west line through Enfidaville, Allled troops are pressing the
anemy northwest of Medjes-el-Bab; our 9th Infantry Division is moving
to this front,

Yore than 20,000 prisoners have been taken by the Eighth
Army alone since the first attack on the Mareth pnsitieu; the approxi-

mate total for all Tunisian operations is 28,000,

2. HReport has been received through thd State Department that
the GCerman Government has indicated its rejection of the form of our
warning to evacuate the bulldings marked with Red Crosses at the
seaplane base at Blzerte and alleges that the warning is & violation

of the generally recognized principles of international law,
ASIATIC THEATER

On April 12 four P-40's of the 10th Air Force attacked & reported
enemy supply dump rear Myitkyina, totally destroying the nearby villare.
Nine B-25's attacked the Magwe airdrome (south of Mandalay) scoring

hits on the tarpget.

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATER

General MacArthur reports that in the April 12 air attack on Port
Moresby reported yesterday a total of 20 (probably 30) enemy bombers
and 10 (probably 11) [ighters were destroyed; two Allied fighter planes




DPESLASSIFIED
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were shot down amd three grounded aircraft destroyed, & gascline dump
was set on fire, and there were some casualties, During the 24=hour
poaried ending LL00 0OT, April 12, US meavy bombers attacked the air-
droses at Ubili, Rabsul, and Oasmots, and shipping in the vicinity,
An antairerast hﬂttun: wes destroyed, two enemy cargo vessels bombed,
o submarine probably sunk and thres Japanese slroraft shot down.
Offensive reconnalssance missions by ocur B=17's resulted in damape to
two carge vessels unloading near Wowak. A B-24 on reconsaissance over
Wewak destroyed six (probably seven) of twelve enemy planss which
attempted to intercept it; minor attscks were made along both New
Guinea coasts and on the islands to the west,

At Rabaul photographs showed ten destroyers, 13 other naval
vessels, and 30 merchantsen totalling 1B1,000 tons; 186 airplanes wers

ecunted although 100 others were at that mement over Port Moresoy.

PACIFIC THEATER

On April 12 six B-17's attacked Xahill and Ballale amd six
torpedo bombers with 23 fighter escort plames sttacked Vila, starting

fires in the targpet area,




WAR DEPARTIEND

DALLY OPERATIONAL SUMURX

No. 489

0700 April 12 to 0700 April 13, 1943

COFY ER

IHE NHITE HOUSE




41343-3

DECLASEIFIED
08D Letter, B-3=TH

MAHDIA

AP MO P3I - N THE BRANCH OF RESEAACH AND AMALYSIS, 055
A AEPACDUCE { Thl BEPRGOUCTION SECTION 0SS



LECLABAIFIER
08D Lattar, 5-3.78

MESTERN HEMISPHERE

On Aprll 11 and 12 Japanese installstions on Elska Island were
attacked by four missions of Amchitka-based airplanes in addition to
theose reported yesterday; the results which could be chserved were

Food.,

HORTH AFRICAN THEATER

On Ap#il 11 British troops from the west and t.}-m Elghth Arey,
having jolred hands southeast of Kairouan, coftinued to advance, all
those enemy unlts near the coast being reported north of Sousso by
night, The British units which captured Kalrousn turned northward and
the French Divisione cleared the enemy from the hill masses to thelr
front, Te the ncrth Sritish units continued to ndvance in the Medjes-
el-Bab area. Our lst and 9th Infantry Divisions and our last Amored
Division were regrouping preparatory to use elsowhers,

On the night of April 10-11, British bombers caussd large fires
on enemy alrfislds in Sardinis, and during the next day the Allied air
Torces continued their attacks on retreating enesy motor columns in
central Tunisis. US fighter aircraft in two sweeps off the northern
Tunisian coast destroyed 26 Oerman air transports amd five (probably
12) other enamy alreraft shiles British Spitfires scoounted for four
more transparts; four of cur fighters were lost, Allied bombers alse
hammered the enemy alrfields at Enfidaville and elsewhers within their

i
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diminishing zone. US B-17's hit a large merchant vessel at Tunis,

sank a small freighter at Marsalas and hit three merchant vessels at

Trapani, The dock areas at all three ports were badly damaped.
Enemy alr activity was concentrated on Allied motor and troop

movements in the Medjez-el-Bab area,
ASIATIC THEATER

General Bissell points out that recent photoprephic reconnalssances
indicate that no shipping has moved in and out of Rangoon since March 8;
he sugpests that this may be due to our mining of the Ranpoon River by

airplane,

SOUTHWEST FACIFIC THEATER

In his operations summary for April 11, General MacArthur reports
thatlaﬁ enany dive-bombers and fiphters attacked Allied shipping in Ore
Bay, damaging a 2,000-ton merchant vessel, a corvette and a small
supply ship and causing some casualties, Fifty intercepting Allied
P-38's and P-40's shot down twelve (probably 17) fighters and five
(probably six) dive-bombers; one of our P-38!s crash-landed. A late
communique reports that 100 enemy bombers and fichters s 8ttacking the
airdrome at Port Moresby before noon, April 12, were completely de-
feated, ninetcen bombers and ten fiphters being destroyed by our air-

craft and an additional two (probably eight) enemy bombers shot down
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by antiaircraft fire. Our losses were relatively light. Ome of our
fighter patrols, Llnterceptlng enemy planes retreatlng [rom the attack,
shot down three mors bombers and one flgiter without loss.

Allied bombers, failing to locate two enemy destroyers which had
been reported to be hesding towards Finschhafen,on April 11 attacked
the Las area, setting a fuel dump afire and destroying several bulldings.
Other heavy bombars attacked Finschhafen and Madang. A B=1T on recon-
naissance over Eavieng destroyed three out of ten intercepting ensmy
fighters.

Operating to the west Allied bombers attacked the Baucau airdrome
in Fortugusse Ti:nnr, hit & power housé at Babo, strafed and damapged &
amall enesy vessel amd four {loat planes at ¥aimans, and obosbed a

supply dump and machine—pun positions at Timika.
FACIFIC TER

1. On April 11 fifteen US fighter planes silenced enemy gun posi-
tions at Rekata and three B-24's dropped 28 quarter-ton bombs on the

enemy Birfield st Kahili,

2, The Amsrical Dvision has completed its movemsnt from Guadalcanal

to F1ji, its last echelon arriving on April 10,
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WESTERN HEM TSPHERE

On April 11, two fighter-bomber missicne from Amchitka attad:ed
the enemy installaticns at Kiska, The ememy mirway at Kiska is re=-

ported to have been completed.
EUROFEAN THEATER

An unidentified airplans was reported over Isceland April 10.

RORTH AFRICAN THEATER

fn April 10 the Aritish Eighth Army forged ahead to the line
El Djen-la Smala~Chourbone degpite the efforts of the enemy's rear
gpuards. As reported yesterday Aritish armored unite broke through
the enemy positions at Fondouk and reached the vieclnity of Kalrocuvanj
the U8 lith Mvision reinforeed by part of our lst Armored Divisien
was mopping up in this area, The southern portion of the helghte
sast of the Quesseltia valley was captured by French forces. The ad-
vance of the Aritish First Army northwest of Medjeg=-el-Bab contlmied.

Allied air forces exerted comtimicus presmire on retreating
enomy columna with excellent remilts, adding to thelr disorpanization,
F=17's attacking La Maddalera (Sardinia) on April 10 scored direct
hits on two Italian cruisers, the "Trisste" and "forizia", l=ft
four merchart vessels afire, and mnuﬂi‘;ﬂlr bombed naval shore

installations therw. B=25's and P=38's on offensive sweeps over



the Sieilian Straits report the destruction of 40 JU=52 transport
planes and 13 other enemy aireraft, Axis alr losses for tha day,
in sddition to the sbove, were six (probably seven) fighter alreraft

azainst an Allied loss of one F=38 and one Aritish bomber.

ASTATIC THEATER

The Army Service Forces have notified Gemeral Stilwell and
others eoneerned that, affective May 1, the responsibility for mipply
of US foress in China, Pfurma and Tndin will be transferred from the
Charleston Port of Bmbarkation to the Los Angelea subport of the San

Francisco Port of Esbarlmtion.

BOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATER

On April 10 Wewak (north coast of New -‘u!.naa],mam inopeased
shipping and other enemy activities haye besn cbssrved recently, was
attacked by 10 B=17's and eight B=2h's in three flighta which des-
troyed one lUOU-ton ememy cargo vessel, dasaged another, and set fire
to o third. An epemy ammunition dump was hit and an intercepting
esnamy fighter shot down; we lost one B=ghi. HNine B-25's nade a
destructive raid along the northern New Ouinea coast, wiping out a
heavy machine—gun battery with tm direct hits, snd six Australian

Hudsona attacked enemy-held villazes in southeast Timor.




PACIFIC THEATHR

The Headguarters of the 3Tth Divislien (Major General Hobert S.

\ i e ekt e
Beightler), cone regimental corbat team and other units, which left

Fiji April 1 on four transports, arrived at Ouadalcanal on April 6.
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

On April 10 the B2d Adrborme Division begen its movemant from Fort
Bragg, North Carclima, to the Mew York Port of Embarkation for overseas

novemmt.

NORTH AFRICAN THEATER

1. ODeneral Eisenhowsr reports that on April 9 the British Eighth
Ammy enterad Mahares and crossed the Sheitla-5Sfax highway east of Fald,
On April 10 New Zealand troops reached La Hencha while an attack from the
west throupgh the Fondouk Oap, in which the 118 3uth Infantry Dvision
participated, carried 3ritish armored units to the western outskirts of
Kelrouan, & late communique rupm.'r.u that Sfax was captured the smme day
and that the British wors contimidng their adwvance northwards. Purther
progress was also reported by the British First Army northwest of Medjes-
al=-Aab. .

Iuring the night of April &-9 heavy and medism bombers of the
Nerth African and Western Desert Alr Forces hamssed the retreating
enomy columns and dospite bad weather lighter alreraft. continued the
task during April 9, shooting down nine (probably 12) enesy airplanes
with loss of one Spitfire. The enemy's air opsrotions in Tunisia
continwed on o reduced scals, his fighter defense against cur sweeps

baing wvery weak,




YAD Latter, G-t-7y

2+ The War Department notified ODeneral Eisenhower that his warning
to evacusts the buildings marked with the red cross at the Bizerte seaplans
base was delivered by the Swiss Foreign Office to the Jersman Covernmant at
1130 Greemwich Civil Time, April 10; sttacks may therefore be undsrtulen
after 1130 Gresmwich Civlil Time, April 12.

ASIATIC THEATER

Oeneral Bissell reports an enesy attack on April 6 on the US airdrome
at Agartals which caused 26 casualties and some damage to instal lations,
Only one US airplans was damaped.

On April 8 pine B-25's of ths 10th Air Force bombed the Meiktila
alrdrome (south of Mandslay); hits on the landing strip and dispersal

areas were cbhesrved,

SOUTHNEST PACIFIC THEATER

Oenersl MacArthur reports for April 9 a heavy air attack én Madang,
FNew Guines, by 13 B-25's, which destroyed five eneny airplanes on the
airdrome, started a large fuel fire, and machine—gunned some barees.
Ten Awstralian fighter alrplanes also attacked Madang and adjacent
coastal points destroying three loadsd barses. Small seale attacks
were made on targets on the east and west coasts of New Tuinea and
iglands to the west,




Ty

DECLASSIFIER
CED Letter, 5-3-78

PACLFIC THEATER

& = £ aerd v P 284
EIE F X ["— e
Gen m‘l Harmon IFFO‘TT,-H that in the action on A_L'h 11 1o
LrEne i =
- -1 F 3 ar fighter HLI:I.'.?E.'.I'j
W t 3000 1 L - 4] are ven Zeros. Dur figh a3
£ E fest encountered ele
:II 4§ _3_'}1
L. I ack and shot down
] ] itude then turned back ar &
! egan to lose altitud £l
Unt,l the _].ﬂljy e 1
The ining four ha 5,000 feet where they
5 agsed down to d_: L P
1§ o wWers chas
saven. na rama E

were shot down by four other US fiphters.
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1. Om April 8 although westher interfered with heavy and medium
bomber cperations Allied fightera and light bombers continued their
intensive effort agairst the retreating enesy motor columns, over 300
vehicles beinp destroyed or damaged; little enesy air opposition was
encountersd. Five (probably six) enemy planes were destroyed; seven
Allied sircraft are missing., Our lst Infantry and lst Armored Divisions
continued to clear the enemy from the reglon of our junction with the
British Eighth Army, which malintained its sdvance during the day.,

2, In response to & requsst (rom Censral Eisenhower the State
Department was asked to take immediste steps notifylnp the Axis Govern-
nents, through diplomatie channels, that the hosplital marked with red
crosses in the center of the seaplane naval base at Blzerte must be
moved within LB hours after the delivery of the notice, and that
failing this action the Allied air force will not be respenalble for
any damage caused to these buildings,

Seven B-24's of the 9th Alr Force bombed Messina Harbor on April
B, hitting the seaplane station and the docks,



DECLA EBIFIED
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TIC

Six B-24's of the 10th Alr Force, bombing Japanese headquarters
at Toungoo, southern Burma, April 7, ceused heavy damage to buildings
and started fires visible for 25 miles. The next day one B-25 and
four fighter planes attacked enemy stores in northern Burma discovered
earlier by aerial reconnaissance; the tarpet was completely destroyed,

Nine fighter planes of the ltﬁ-h Alr Force strafed the Japanese
airdrome at Fort Bayard, southern China, on April 8. All planes re-

turned safaly,

SOUTHREST PACIFIC THEATER

In his operations summary for the 24-hour period ending 1300 GCT,
April 8, General MacArthur reports that whila U3 B-24'e, on reconnais-
sance, bombed and strafed a new enemy rurway at Kavieng, the sawmill
near Ubili, and the Finschhafen area, Australian Hudson bombers on
similar missions attacked enemy barpes and the airfield near Kaukenau
and the wharf area at Saumlakki,
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HNOETH AFRICAN S{EATER

The British Eighth Army closely followed the Axis withdramal and
by night of April 7 the opposing forces were in contact betwesn La
Ekhirra and Sebkret en Nouwal, Large quantities of mechanized egquipsent
and many prisoners were captured. On April B pursult continued, British
trocps reaching La Skhirra. Our reinforced lst Infantry Dlvision was
clearing the remnants of enemy forges from its front; our 9th Division
wns moving out of the line to recrganisze, Elsewhere slong the fronta
the Allies were attacking in the Fondouk ares, northwest of Medjez-—el-
Bab where marked progress was made, and along the north coast,

No alr trensport m;wngnt.a from Ttaly were reported for April 6.
On the night of April 6=7 British bembers attacked railroad yards &t
Tunis, During April 7 all available aircraft were employed in an
lt:uuk on the hoaviest scale thus far employed against Rommel's re-—
treating forces; a total of 14 (probably 19) enemy planes were

destroyed for a loss of soven Allied aircraft listed as missing,

ASTATIC THEATER

Oeperal Bissell reports that on April & a B-325 flew two =issions
in support of Qeneral Whesler's ground troops and two other B-25's
bombed an enemy-held town in central Burma, Our heavy bombers were
also active that day; eleven B-24's destroyed the tracks at the south




T

DECLAESIFTER
Col Letter, 5-3-78

approach of a bridge at Rangoon and scored hits on relling stock in
the railroad yards nearby.

The next day two f{lights of nine B-25's each attacked the rail-
road yards at Ymataung (southwest of Mardalay), scoring a few hits.
Four fighter aircraft and a medium bomber again attacked in support
of Ceneral Wheeler's troops. One enemy reconnaissance alrplane was

shot down on April B,

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATER

During the 24-hour periocd ending 1400 OCT, April 7, four B-24's
attacked Babo (northwest New Guinea); minor missions were carried out

on ensmy-held points on New Britain, New Cuinea and the islands to

the west,
PACIFIC THEATER

Seven P-38's sank an enemy cargo vessel in tha New Georgia group,
April 6; the same day 16 US dive-bombers attacked Vila. Qne of our
dive-bombers was lost.

On April 7, reconnaissances indicated the presence of 246 enemy
fighters and 13 bombers at Ballale, Kahili, and Buka; two B-17's
bombed Ballale and Kahili, Sixty-seven US fighter planes destroyed
27 out of 50 enemy bombers and 48 fighter aircraft attacking our shipping
off Tulagl; six Navy planes and cne Army plane were lost.,
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RESTERN

1. On April 6, four missions in addition to those reported
yesterday, wers sent from Amchitka to bomb Kiska, Hits were noted

on the air installations,

2. In the 39 attacks during the month of March cur fighters and

bombers dropped a total of 283 tons of bombs on Kiska,

EUROPEAN THEATER

The final results of our heavy-bomber raid on industrial tarpets
at Antwerp, April 5, indicate that 23 (probably 31) enemy aircraft
were destroyed; initial reports stated "more than ten". Four of our

flying fortresses failed to return.

NORTH AFRICAN THEATER

1. During the night of April &-7, after a day of flerce fighting,
the British Eighth Army forced the enemy to withdraw from his prepared
positions northwest of Cabes. The ememy also withdrew northeastwards
from the front of the US lst and 9th Infantry Divisions, which advanced
ard on the afternocon of April 7 joined hands with patrols of the British
Eighth Army about 20 miles from the coast. In nmorthern Tunisia the
advance of the British First Armmy toward Bizerte continued during April
6 and 7.
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The Allied air offensive comtinued against enemy airfields,
Enemy concentrations preparing for counterattacks on the British
Eighth Army were hit successfully by fighters and fighter-bombers

which also attacked the enemy retreating north along the coast.

2, Oeneral Spastz reports that for the week ending April 2 our
units with the North African Air Force destroyed 43 (probably 63)
enemy airplanes in combat and destroyed or badly damaged 39 on the
ground, OQur losses from all causes during the period were 23 air-
planes; we suffered no losses on the ground due to enemy bombing

attacks.
VIDOLE = ENTHAL CAN THEATER

1, Twenty B-24's of the 9th Air Force, dropping 57 tons of
bombs on Messina Harbor on the night of April &, scored hits on
ferry buildings and slips and shot down one of the enemy intercept-
ing Tighters, Other missions were performed by the 9th Air Force in

support of the Eighth Army.

2. Oeneral Brereton reports that during the month of March his
heavy bombers, although impeded by the weather, dropped 285 taons of
bombs on herbors and dock facilities in southern Italy and Sicily;

Naples and Messina harbors particularly guffered. He emphasizes the
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important damege céused by one single B=24 which dropped three tons
of bomba from & height of 50 feet on the Crotone Chemical Works.
Medium bombers and fighters of the 9th Air Force dropped some 475
tons of bombs in support of the Eighth Army n.paranion:s. During all
these operations 13 (probably 19) enemy aircraft were destroyed for

& loss of two H-24's, four B-25's and 18 P-40's,
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TERN ISP

On April 6, six B-24's dropped over 17 tons of explosives on the
enamy fighter strip at Attu; ten other heavy bombers, six medium bombers
and four fighter planes pounded installations at Kiska with over 12 tons

at the same time, Hits were reported in the target areas,
EUROP TER

Final results of our heavy bomber raid on the Renault Motor Ve-
hicle and Armament Works in Paris indicate that 47 (probably 60) enemy

aircraft were destroyed; four of our bombers failed to return.

NORTH AFRICAN THEATER

1. On April 5 a full scale offensive opened against the Axis
airpower in the North African Theater. One mission by British medium
bombers and two by our heavy bombers were performed against enemy air-
dromes in Slelly, Near Palermo 50 airplanes on the ground were destroyed,
by conservative estimate; near Trapani 30 more were destroyed. 150
transports daily had been arriving in Tunis from Italy, and on April 5
sixteen of them were shot dewn. Other attacks were made on enemy air-
dromes in Tunisia, and Allied medium bombers blew up a destroyer and
hit two merchant vessels and other shipping. In addition to the de-
struction reported above, 22 (probably 27) enemy airplanes were
destroyed in combat with & losa of three B-25's and six P-38's.

“SECRET
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Enemy air activity consisted of the ususl cperations againat
Allied comvoys, interception of our attacks on Axis airdromes, and
minor activity in tha south.

Early on April 6 the XXX Corpe of the British Eighth Army
launched an attack againat the enomy's prepared positiona northwest
of Gabes, By 0030 resistance appeared to have collapsed; many prisoners
have been taken. Later in the morning the X Corps on its left flank
also attacked. Enemy tank and machine-gun fire checked an attack south—
east of El Cuettar by our 9th Divisicn and attached ammored units, The
US 34th Mviaion has been withdrasn from the line in the Fordouk ares
and is reorganizing,

2, Arrangements have been virtually completed to raise the total
of replacement battalions in the North African Theater to 23, with four
replacement depots to sdminister them, Each depot has a gross capacity
ef 5,000 replacements; & total of 20,000 replacesents should be on hand
in that theater by July 1.

T T-C "RL

On the nlght of 4=5 April, 21 bombers of the 9th Alr Force dropped
54 tons of bombs on Palermo with observed effect.

ASLATIC THEATER

1. Oa April &, nine B-25's scored 30 hits with 300-1b. bombs on
the railread yards at Pyawbwe (south of Mandalay). On April 5, eight
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B-25's bombed the Mandalsy railroad yards, hitting the tracks and
adjacent warehouses and buildings. Supporting Ceneral Wheeler's

ground troops engaged in the construction of the Ledo-Shingbwiyang
road, twelve P-40's and one B-25 attacked eremy ground forces with

unobserved results,

2., Army Day was celebrated in Teheran by the transfer to the
Russian Covermment of the 1200th plane assembled by the Army Alr Forces

at Abadan.

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATER

In his cperations summary for the 24-hour period ending 1400
GCT, April 5, General MacArthur reports an attack lasting 3} hours by
four RAAF flying boats on Buka town and airdrome. Four large fires,
considered to be burning sirplanes, resulted. Single Allied aircraft
bombed other enemy-held points in eastern and western New Guinea and

Few Britain,
PACIFIC THEATER

On April 5 eight P-40%'s of the 13th Air Force provided cover for

a navael task force., The usual reconnaissance missions were flown.
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EURCPEAN THEATER

1, Sixty-five B-17's and 18 B-24's of our 8th Air Force supported
by RAF Spitfires attacked industrial targets at Antwerp on April 5.
Results were reported as pood., Little antiaireraft fire, but many
enemy fighter ailrcraft were encountered, preliminary reports indicating
that more than ten enemy planes were destroyed., Four B-17's failed to

return.

2, During the week ending April 3, U5 aircraft based in the
United Kingdom destroyed six (probably eleven) enemy fighter planes

for a loss of six of our heavy bombers.

NORTH AFRICAN THEATER

On April 4 an enemy counterattack against our 9th Infantry Divi-
sion achieved & minor local gein east of El Guettar, Remunerative
attacks were made by Allied aircraft on enemy airfields and motor
transportation, and enemy airplanes heading for the front of our II
Corps were succassm.:ly intercepted. MNinety-one US B-17's of the 12th
Alir Force attacked an enemy airfield near Naples, bombed railrcad in-
stallations nearby and made direct hits on a tanker, cne large and
two small merchant vessels s Gnd set another ship afire in the port.
Qur medium bombers set fire to two enemy merchant vessels in a small
convoy; & similar anti-shipping mission hit ten small boats and also
scored hits in the dock area at Carloforte (southwest Sardinia).
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Enemy fighter and bomber aircraft showed renewed activity over the
northern and southern fronts, especially strong resistance being
offered to our attacks on their airfields; our convoys also were
harassed from the air. 1In the day's operations 12 (probably 13)
enemy aircraft were destroyed in aerial combat and 33 on the pround
(25 of which were at Naples) for a loss of six Allied airplanes,

The Sicilian Channel was successfully mined during the night of

.i.PI'i]- =5,
MIDDLE T-CENT AFRICAN THEATER

On April 4 twenty-five B-24's of the 9th Alr Force took off to
bomb Naples; incomplete reports state that hits were observed in the

dock area.
TIC T

On April 4 eight B-25's of the 10th Air Force effectively bombed
the railroad and rolling stock at Maymyo (northeast of Mandalay). The
same day seven B-24's accurately dropped fifty-four 500-1b, bombs on
the Thilawa oil refinery (10 miles southeast of Rangoon) causing very

heavy damape; a fire visible for 50 miles was started,

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATER

In his operations summary for the 24=hour pericd ending 1400
GCT, April 4, General MacArthur reports that a total of twelve US

‘i pndiac,,
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B-25 medium bombers and six Australian dive-bombers and nine fighters,
in three coordinated attacks, bombed and machine-gunned ememy installa-
tions at Lae, causing fires and heavy explosions. 8ix of ocur own

dive-bombers attacked enemy positions near Mubo,
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WES HEMTSPHERE

A total of 18 B-24's, six B-25's and forty fighter planes,
pounding Kiska in eight attacks April 2 and 3, dropped over 4B tons
of explosives on the landing strip and submarine basej; many hits on
the targets were obsarved. Four B-24's dropped ten tons of bombs on

the landing strip being constructed on Attu,

EUROPEAN THEATER

1. On April 4, weather prohibiting attacks over Germany, 85
B-17's of the Bth Alr Force attacked the Renault Motor Vehicle and
Armament Works in Paris. Operating under good weather comditions our
fliers dropped 248 tons of bombs; good results were reported with many
large fires observed in the target area, Enemy air opposition was very
strong, preliminary reports indicating that more than 25 enemy [fipghters
ware destroyed; four of our bombers failed to return, Twenty-five US
B-24's and medium bombers of the RAF {lew diversion missions and
British Spitfires furnished escort and fighter support.

2. During the week erding March 27, US aireraft based in the
United Kinpdom destroyed 25 (probaebly 33) enemy fighter planes and
three (probably four) bombers, with & loss of three US heavy bombers;

most of these were incident to the Wilhelmshaven attack of March 22,
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NORTH AFRIC TER

1. On April 3 the US lst Infantry Division advanced slowly east
of El Gusttar; on its right flank the US 9th Division carried out a
limited-objective attack with partlal success., Two enemy infantry
attacks west from Pichon against French units were repulsed, Allied
troops occupled Cape Serrat.

gur light bombers successfully attacked an enemy alrfield 30

miles south of Tunis, and Allied Spitfires, intercepting increased
enamy dive-bomber and fighter-bomber attacks on our airfields and over
the El Cuettar sector, shot down 19 enemy planes for a loss of three

Allied fighters.,

2, Replying to a War Department inquiry, General Eisenhower re-
ports that there was a serious drought in Algeria and Morocco during
early 1942, but, nevertheless, the natives are hiding undoubtedly sub-
stantial stocks of foodstuffs; if these could be dehoarded North Africa
would be self-sufficient, General Eisenhower has constantly advocated
vigorous dehoarding but has met with inertia.

While it is still too early to estimate new crops, it would
appear that less wheat and barley were sown than in previous years;
lack of tractor fuel and wet winter weather hampered sowings in Algeria
while there has been insufficient rain in Morocco so that total crops
may be 17 to 20 per cent below normal, If conditions are faverable,
gome supplies will be available for use early in Juna,
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MIDDLE EAST-CENTEAL AFRICAN THEATER

Gemsral Brereton reports that on April 2 eighteen US medium
bombers dropped 15 tons of explosives on the headquartars area of the

German 90th ILight Division north of Cabes causing two large fires.

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATER

In his operations report for the 2j-hour periocd ending 1400 GCT,
April 3, Cenaral MacArthur confirms the communique lssued yesterday on
the attack on enemy shipping at Kavieng, adding thet reconnaissance
raids were carried out against Casmata and Madang, and the Cape Gloucester
airdrome, Allied bombers attacked enemy-held territory on the northeastern
coast of New Guinea and Japanese installations in Dutch New Guinea and
the Kai and Tanimbar Islands.,

Today's communique states that, in another successful dawn foray
against Japanese shipping at Kavieng, our fliers obtained direct hits
on & light cruiser or destroyer, a destroyer and a 6,000-ton cargo
vessel. Bombs were also dropped on ancther destroyer and a submarine
tender and an B,000-ton cargo vessel was posaibly hit. During this
attack the airdrome was again mutr;lisud. GCeneral MacArthur feels
that this naval concentration has now been effectively destroyed or dis-
persed, seven warships, and five merchantmen aggregating 36,000 tons

having been sunk or heavily damaged while hits were made on other ships,
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(ur forcas consisted of ten heavy bombers in the first attack and
eight each in the second and third; these flew 1,100 miles and re-

turned without loss.

PACIFIC THEATER

On April 2, thirteen US fighter aircraft attacked a small well-
camouflaged enemy cargo ship in & bay on Vella Lavella, causing con-
siderable damage and leaving it ablaze. P-38's bombed the vessel,
first at masthead height with their belly tanks, scoring three hits,

then setting the vessel afire with incendiaries.
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

Deliveries of airplanes to Fairbanks for the Ruseians, between
November 1 last (when deliveries were suspended to permit winterization)

and April 1, 1943, were as follows:

25 B=25's
T2 A=201g
19 P=ljurs

172 P-391g

27 C-LT's

Total ais

/

EURDFEAN THEATER
Enemy aircraft were reported over Iceland on April 2,

NORTH AFRICAN THEATER

The US lst Infantry Division was slowly advancing on April 2; enemy
tanks, massed southeast of El Quettar, were dispersed by artillery fire,
Little activity was reported from other sectors of the front.

Weather severely curtailed operations in the north but our bambers
attacked motor t ransportation and enemy airfields in central Tunisia;
five (probably six) enemy aircraft were shot down in cambat and more

were reported destroyed on the ground, Three British planes and one B-25
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ware lost. Bombers of Oeneral Brereton's 9th Alr Force attacked the
ferry installations at Mesgina,and San Giovanni on the opposite shaore of
Italy, destroying the terminal tuildings and a ferryboat at each point.
British bombers alsc attacked an airfield in Catania,

Enemy alr reaction that day was predominantly defensive, with some
German fighter activity in southern Tunisia; enemy planes raided Cabes

during the late afternoon.

ASTATIC THEATER

On April 2 eight B-25's scored thirty-two 300-lb, bomb hits con the
tracks and bulldings at the Thazi railroad junction (60 miles scuth of

Mandalay.

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATER

In his operations summary for the 2i-hour peried ending 1300 OCT,
April 2, General MacArthur reports that three of his heavy bombers attacked
Gasmata and Cape Gloucester alrdromes, while other bombers harassed enemy
territory in the Mubo area and other points aleng the northeast New Ouinea
coast.

In a late communique, General MasArthur reports that shortly before
dawn another powerful low-level attack aided by flares was delivered by
his heavy bombers on the warship concentration near Kavieng., Four hits

were scored on a lipght eruiser which sank immediately, and a heavy crulser,
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likewise receiving four hite, exploded and sank. A larre destroyer was
hit at least twice and left sinking, while other hits were scored on two
more destrovers. Simultaneously with this attack, the alrdrome was
neutralized, preventing any attempted interception. All of our airplanes

returned.

PACIFIC THEATER

Headquarters of the 37th Division (Major General Robert S. Beightler),
the 145th Infantry, artillery and other units of that division, totalling
301 officers, 18 warrant officers, and 6,061 enlisted men, left Fiji on
April 1 for Ouadalcanal., One regimental combat team is still in Fiji,

and another has been moved forward to Espiritu Santo.
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

During the 24-hour pariod ending 1200 OCT, April 2, US B-24's
and B-25's from Adak and P-38's from Amchitka repeatedly hammered the
enemy shipping installations at Gertrude Cove as well as gun positions
and the main camp, beach and hangar areas on Kiska, dropping over 45
tons of high explosives and incendiaries. Hits were reported on all
of the targets and all of our planes returned safely.

An enemy photo-reconnaissance plane was reported over Amchitka

on April 1.

EUROPEAN THEATER

Two unidentified aircraft were reported over Iceland on April 1.

NORTH AFRICAN THEATER

1. On April 1 reconnaissance units of the French XIX Corps
again reached the eastern slopes of the Cusseltia Valley and repcrt
that the enemy was avoiding close contact., The British continued to
make progress in the Cape Serrat-Sedjenane area.
Enemy air activity for that day was concentrated on the
Maknassy-El Guettar sectors, where our lat Armored, lst and 9th Infantry

Divisions are operating. Many offensive sweeps were flown over the
roads and against our ground forces in these areas,
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2. General Spaatz reports that during the period March 20-26,
inclusive, the 12th Alr Force destroyed 59 (probably 82) enemy planes
in combat and one (probably five) on the ground; our losses from
combat, antiaireraft fire, and unknown causes totalled six bombers

and eighteen fighters.

ASTATIC THEATER

Eight US B-25's attacking railroad communications in central
Burma on April 1, report increased activity on all lines of communi-
cation in that area. Another similar bombing mission secured forty
300-1b. bomb hits on the Maymyo railroad yards [northeast of Mandalay)

and maintenance installations,

SOUTHNEST PACIFIC THEATER

General MacArthur reports that a large enemy tanker was sunk by
an Allied submarine in the Macassar Strait on March 29, During the
24=hour peried ending 1400 GCT March 31, Allied bombers and fighters
continued their attacks on the water front and bullding areas at
Finschhafen, securing a direct hit on a highway bridpe in this region;
the fires started by our previous attack bummed for eight hours. The
Salamaua area was also heavily attacked, Enemy activity continued to
manifest itself also westwards from New Cuinea, US B-24's heavily
bombed Babo, causing fires among fuel dumps and destroying one of two
enemy planes encountered; other Allied planes were active against the

Kaukenau area.
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In his report for the following day General MacArthur states that
three light cruisers, four probable destroyers, ome 10,000-ton transport,
two B,000-ton carge vessels and three 5,000-ton cargo vessels were re-
ported at Kavieng whither a bombing mission was thereupon dispatched;
Allied heavy bombers executing a dusk attack scored probable hits on the
large ship, and a medium-sized cargo ship was observed sinking after
having been straddled by bombs. Darkness pmw;untad accurate assessment
of the damage. Allied dive-bombers harassed the enemy on the eastern
New Guinea coast and a B-25 attacking enemy shipping at Kaimana Bay
shot down one (probably two) enemy fighters. Three Dutch B-25's and

three Australian Hudsons bomoed Saumlakki with unobserved results,
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NORTH_AFRICAN THEATER

1. On March 31 the enemy appeared to be axtending his defenses
to the west of those previously reported between the CGulf of Cabes
and the Chott el Fedjadj.

In the bombing of Sardinian airfields and Cagliari harber
reported yesterday, many grounded aircraft were set afire and nine
enemy planes destroyed in combat; two large and several small merchant
vessels were hit, Twenty-nine B-25's, escorted by P-38's on two
shipping sweeps, encountered two enemy convoys heading for Tunisia;
one consisted of six merchant vessels, the other of four large mer-
chant vessels, one transport, and four destroyers and ancther escort
vessel. Our bombers sank one large merchantman, scored a hit on
another and two on the transport, and left three more ablaze., In the
ensuing asrial engagement six enemy planes and two B-25's were shot
down; two P=38's are missing.,

British aircraft carried out continuous attacks and recon—
naissance missions over the entire battle area, being especially suc-
cessful against enemy motor transportation and armmored vehicles., Enemy
aircraft during the same pericd centered their attacks on the British
drive in the Sedjenane area., Elsewhere enemy missions were principally

defensive against our bomber—fighter sweeps. However several strong
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air assaults were made against our ground troops southeast of El Cuettar,
Heavy enemy air transport movements continued, the landing fields .bcing
under heavy attacks by our aircraft. During the day a total of 31
(probably 35) enemy planes were destroyed with & loss of six Allied air-

craft.

2. The Army Service Forces asked General Eisenhower to furnish
information as to the extent to which local production of foodstuffs
in Nerthwest Africa cen meet the needs of his forces and the civilian
population during the coming year., Inguiry was also made as to the
extent to which production in the area under his control has been stimu-
htu_d during ocur occupation and as to the additionel acreage of various
agricultural preoducts and the increase, in pounds, of meat and deiry

products which have resulted,
C TER

On March 31 twenty-two B-24's of the 10th Air Force attempted
to bomb the Pyimmana rallroad yards on the Rangoon-Mandalay railrocad.
Nine were intercepted by seven Jepanese fighter planes, and in the
ensulng engagement two (probably four) of the enemy planes and one
B-24 were destroyed; the fight lasted for thirty-five minutes and ouwr
bombers were forced to jettison their explosives outside of the target
area. The mission of the other bombers was unsuccessful. Eight B-25's
attacking the same yards dropped 72 - 300 1b, bombs all of which landed
on the tracks and warehouses.
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PACIFIC THEATER

Forty-one of our Amy and Navy fighter planes engapged some thirty
to forty Japanese fighters over the Russell Islands on April 1 at
from two to four miles altitude, Sixteen enemy fighters were destroyed;

we lost six planes (two of our pllots were rescued).
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QENERAL

In order to facilitate the exchanpge of Army and Navy reports,
and to aid in assessing the effectiveness of both our own and enamy
giroraft types, all overseas Alr Force commanders have been requested
to furnish a complete description of their present methods of re-

porting combat losses of enemy aircraft.

WESTERN HEMISPHERE

1. On March 30 five B-2L's, five B-25's and four P-38's dropped
more than 11 tons of explosives and incendiaries on the main camp
and submarine base areas and on the radar installations at Kiska;
bursts were cbserved in the target areas. One of our bombers, hit
by antialreraft fire, was lost. Attu was also bombed, ten tons of
explosives being dropped on the runway which the enemy is constructing

near Holtz Bay.

2, Directives have been issued activating the 16th Armored
Division at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on July 15 and the L2nd Infantry
Division at Camp Gruber, Cklahoma, on July 1L, The guartermaster

and ordnance units of these divisions have already been activated.

3« The War Department notified General Drum and the Commanding
General, Newfoundland Bage Command, that newly adopted plans for
anti-submarine warfare provide for the stationing in Newfoundland
of three anti-submarine squadrons which are to be equipped with
B=-2l airplanes. The two new squadrons involved will arrive during
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the next three months.

EUROPEAN THEATER

Thirty-three US bombers escorted by RAF 3pitfires dropped 99
tons of high explosives on enemy shipyards at Rotterdam March 11,
weather prohibiting any attacks on Germany. Results were not ob-
served because of cloud conditions over the target. Slight anti-
airecraft and fighter resistance was encountered, two enemy fichters
being destroyed. One of ocur bombers has not returned and another

was forced to crash land on a beach in England.

NORTH AFRICAN THEATER

On March 31 units of the British Eighth Army penetrated the
southwestern end of the enemy position northwest of Gabes; Allied
patrols occupied Kebili, The US lst and 9th Infantry Divisions,
reinforeced by an armmored combat team of two battalions of medium
tanks, two battalions of armored artillery and a battalion of motor-
ized infantry, have been slowed by mine fields 12 miles east of El
Ouettar. French units have retired to their original positions west
of the Ousseltia wvalley. On the north flank a British attack was
progressing east and north from Sedjenane, which had been recaptured
from the enemy,.

Throughout March 30 the Allied air forces repeatedly and suc-
cessfully attacked enemy ground troops on the El Guettar-Gabes
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road, enemy airfields, and motor and troop concentrations. P-l0's,

on an escort mission for dive bombers, destroyed nine (probably 1L)

enemy airplanes in combat; one P-L0 is missing. In the north, German

aireraft made many attacks on the advancing Allies while to the south

interception and defensive patrols predominated inthédr air operations.
Ninety-nine heavy bombers of the North African Strategic Air

Force raided Sardinia on March 31 with excellent results, all planes

returning safely.

MIDDLE EAST-CENTRAL AFRICAN THEATER

Genersal Brereton reports that bombers of his gth Air Force scored

hits in the railroad yards and on the Crotons Chemical Works on March

30.

" ASIATIC THEATER

Nine B-25's from the 10th Air Force attacked the Maymyo railroad
yards (northeast of Mandalay) on March 30, claiming 2L bomb hits in
the target area, Fighter aircraft on offensive reconnalssance missions
bombed three towns in northern Burma, causing extensive destruction and

starting numerous [lires.

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATER

1. 1In hie operations report for the period ending 1300 GCT,

pEerey



S——

DECLASSIFIED b

05D Lotter, G-8e78, ﬂiba&ﬁ

q

¢

AUSTRALIA

NOT TO SCALE




e
\
TFOLASRIFIED
0BD Letter,

March 30, Oensral MacArthur reports that the four unidentified vessels
previously reported southwest of Eavieng were later identified as
destroyers attempting to run supplies to Finschhafen., A B-2l, shadow-
ing these vessels was attacked by formations of eight, nine and four
enemy fighters, respectively, during a three-hour period; two (probably
four) of the enemy planes were destroyed, Shortly after midnight three
B-17's attacked Finschhafen, scoring a hit on the stern of a large
destroyer; the convoy put to sea, heading north. Warehouses were also
set afire. Later several other attacks were made on Finschhafen with
the object of destroying any suppliss which had been landed. Other
missions attacked enemy barges nortlwest of Madang, machine-gpunned
enemy communications near Saidor, bombed the enemy runways at Gasmata,
Lae, and Salamaua end sericusly damaged a coastal schooner northwest
of New Britain. Three enemy aircraft bombed the Orc Bay area without
causing appreciable damage,

Allied ground patrols engaged enemy forces in the Mubo area
during March 28 and 29,

2. General MacArthur, acknowledging War Department instructions
pertaining to the rehabilitation of rubber resources, states that he
contemplates expansion of the present project as the military situa-
tion permits. Through secret agents the natives of the Netherlands
East Indies rubber districts are to be encouraged to maintain their
small estates in condition to produce on shert notice, Limited
quantities of rubber now being obtained through the Australian New
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CGuinea administrative channels will be increased as cther Australian

posgessions are recovered,

PACIFIC THEATER

Aerial photographs taken March 29 indicate that a 175-foot
coastal steamer struck one of the mines planted by our aircraft off
Buin. On March 30 a B-17 bombed the runway in Kahili; results were
not chserved, The next day 18 naval airplanes escorted by 10 Army
fighters attacked HRekata and returned despite intense antiaircraft
reaction, Flve destroyers, three carpgo ships and other smaller

craft were sighted in the Puin-Tonolei area.




	0001
	0002
	0003
	0004
	0005
	0006
	0007
	0008
	0009
	0010
	0011
	0012
	0013
	0014
	0015
	0016
	0017
	0018
	0019
	0020
	0021
	0022
	0023
	0024
	0025
	0026
	0027
	0028
	0029
	0030
	0031
	0032
	0033
	0034
	0035
	0036
	0037
	0038
	0039
	0040
	0041
	0042
	0043
	0044
	0045
	0046
	0047
	0048
	0049
	0050
	0051
	0052
	0053
	0054
	0055
	0056
	0057
	0058
	0059
	0060
	0061
	0062
	0063
	0064
	0065
	0066
	0067
	0068
	0069
	0070
	0071
	0072
	0073
	0074
	0075
	0076
	0077
	0078
	0079
	0080
	0081
	0082
	0083
	0084
	0085
	0086
	0087
	0088
	0089
	0090
	0091
	0092
	0093
	0094
	0095
	0096
	0097
	0098
	0099
	0100
	0101
	0102
	0103
	0104
	0105
	0106
	0107
	0108
	0109
	0110
	0111
	0112
	0113
	0114
	0115
	0116
	0117
	0118
	0119
	0120
	0121
	0122
	0123
	0124
	0125
	0126
	0127
	0128
	0129
	0130
	0131
	0132
	0133
	0134
	0135
	0136
	0137
	0138
	0139
	0140
	0141
	0142
	0143
	0144
	0145
	0146
	0147
	0148
	0149

