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On Attu ow- progrua towaN Chiel>&"or harbor conUnt»d d~~rinr 

!lay 2'1 111. t.h our forcee rlvhting downhill . weather again provented 

air operations . Reports of enemy casualtiee !'or rho porlod May 11-25 

sot Ule known total or his dead at 550, or "'ore !.han one-quarter of 

hia ootl.a&ted orlr1nal otrenrtl.; oetweon '.II~ 25 and 30, 1\lr\.hor hoavy 

losses were inn1ctAd on his fcrees . 

t1/ROPEAN 'll!EA.TER 

On llay 29, 1)9 8-17•s dropped ao.,e 278 tons o£ high explosives 

on eubnllrlr.e installations u St . N&zaire with good reoulta . 'lbeao 

airplanes were escorted b)' seven •tlyinj: fortresses" equipped with 

additional ""apona; t.hua they could acco10p11ny tho Clission continuously 

and protect it a(;8inot hostile !l.ghtero. •ightor opposition waa 

found to be weak but antiaircraft tire was lnt.ense. F':l.t'ty-threo other 

8-17•• dropped 1)2 tona or bo:obs on t.ho Rennos naval Rrehoun wit.b 

fair ott'ect . In another lliasion, J1. 8...:U.'a used lli tons of boo:bo on 

the oubmarine beeo at Lo Pal lice repo1·tint good results . Preliminary 

reports indicate that 17 (probably J5) """"Y tigbtera nro ohot down; 

our lo>a was :U. 8-17 ' • · 
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l. On the n1rM o! llay 28-29, ene"'f a1rcran raided Bone, causing 

a Jew casualties . 

'nle next day our f1f1>tera and medium bombers again attacked 

Pan~ellerla, scorint hits in the dock area and causing fiNO and ex­

plosions in tc.e toM> . OUr P-JS•s succesoMly raided the ~.arbor area 

at Porto Ponte :toaano {Sardinia) . 

The co:n:nuniquo reports that on t.:ay JO a lar~;e force of B-171 s 

attacked an aircraft factory and airfield at Naples; larva explosions 

were caused in an oil atora•·• depot . 'nle attacks on Pantelleria '"""' 

rene11'8d dur..ns: U.e dey . 

2 . General Eisenhower has stated his policy, be sed on his ex-

parience in the TUniai.an campaign, for a!'fording equitable news coverare 

in .f\lture operations in his theater. In aubotance he proposes that US 

newspapers genera..ly be 1ial.ted tc one representative 'IIIlo will remin 

at Allied Force headquartars; generally, also, only a few selected 

acency repor t ers will accompany the aasault forces , their copy being 

poolsd !or the use or all . Copy fro01 this pool will bs sent to the 

ar De;artltent and i.Dn:lon for release rather than to 1ndi vidual papers 

or at;encies . Sri tilh correspondents will be t reated in a aiailar 

.,.nnor givin& the01 equitable reprosen1.&~1on . "lbese maaoures a r e 

larr,ely motivated by COIMiunication d1f£1cult1es; General Eisenhower 
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reels u. ~ the overall nory available at headquarters 1a or r.rouer 

~ort&nce ~ the Preaa than individual eye-witness accoun~a or action 

in lind ted areas . 

ASLI, TIC '!'HE.\ 'i'ER 

1. On !.lay 29 nine B-2l. 'a Of the 14th Air Force oa:>bod !chang 

(northwest of lake '1\ln!;t.in~) at t.t.e requeot of the Generalloallllo; 18 

tons of bcld>s nre dropped w1 th observocl etrect. 'lbnle of our P-1.0' o 

reconnoiterin;; t!1o !ianoi a,... killocl 75 to 100 Japanese, an:! reportocl 

heavy tra1'!1c and strol)£ anUaircraft !'ire in tr.e vicinity of that 

port. Nine heavily...,acort.ood enal!IY b001bera dropped 6J bombs on the 

Chinese air!ield at Liangshan (apprcxiloately lUO oHes northean of 

Chungking) . 

2 . on )lay 29 enemy troopa and inotallatl.ons north of l(yitkyina 

and in the Hukawng Valley, northwestern Burma, were bombed an:! n>achl.na-

runnocl bY P- l.O' s of tho lOth Air F'o rea . 

SOl '1!111"..ST PACIFIC 'll!U 11.11 

In his operation• su:zary tor !.lay ~. General I!BC.lrthur repor~s 

that four ll-17' • bcmbocl the town and dock area at J.ladang . Other 

Allied aJrcraft, sin,•ly and in pairs, mll<le destructive attacks on 

airdroms and settlements at Cape Gloucester, and along the nor theaH 

and northf;os t llow Guinea ccasta ; airdromes, towns , and ehippin& in 
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the islands to the ..,,~ 11'8re also hH. 'l'oo enell\)' atrera!t were lhot. 

down . 

PAC IF !C 'lliEA 'l'ER 

A B-24 machine-cunned a Japaneoo destroyer and a lll;ht cruieer 

on llay Jll 1 south of Bougainville Island; no hits nre oade by He 

s...-
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1 . On !.lay 28, slow progress into the Chichagof hoa<U.and on Attu 

continued against a tenacious hostile defense; weather rostricted air 

operations . A Tokyo co,.unique of l.!ay 30 stated that on the night of 

uay 29 the Japaneso garr ison at Attu, having decided to carry out a 

final blow, made a counterattack in which it is believed that all 

per ished. This is bor ne out by an official report just received from 

Adnliral Kinkaid that an enell\Y counterattack, passing through our right 

flank bat tali on on t he floor of Chicha&of Valley at dawn on l.!ay 29 , 

•-as met by our r eserve and now believed under control (•that is, all 

were dead except group snipers • ) . The crevices west of Sar&na Pass 

are now being cleaned up. Initial reports indicate heavy enenzy 

casualties . 

Our casualties through l!ay 27 wore 168 killed, ?6J wounded 

and 48 missing. 

2 . An unidentified airplsno was reported over the east coast of 

Greenland on l.!ay 25 • 

IIOR'lll AFRICA/I TllEA 1'6R 

UIIY 28 was a day of increased Allied air activity in the North 

African Theater . 

Thirty- nino bolllbers of the 9th Air Force dropped 77 tons of ex­

plosives and incendiaries on the Foggia ai rdro:ne (southern Itely) , 

causing observed effect . Five RAF B-241s , ca r rying a n average bomb-load 

.-•s•s-• 
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of four tons each, attacked Augusta (Sicily) . Leaflets .,.oro dropped 

during both missions . 

Ninety- two B-l7•s of the 12th Air Force bombed the oil refinery, 

railroad yards, shipbuilding yards , and harbor a~ Leshorn, dropping 

276 tons of high o><plosives , covering their targets with tm-sts, and 

hitting two medium vessels . A total of 76 US medium bor.lbers w1 th 

escorting fiE)lters made heavy attacks on the lolllo, Sorizzo (Trapani) , 

and Castalvetrano airdromes in Sicily, doing ext<!rlsive damat;e to 

grounded aircraft , airdrooe facilities , and one r ailroad t rain. Our 

P-401s , carryine 1 , 000-pound b()llll)S 1 continued their attacks on 

Pantelleria . 

In tho day ' s operations, 18 (probably 2~) enemy planes Y.-cro 

destroyed for an Allied l oss of three . 

During tho previous night, Wellington bo,.bers attacked tho 

Villacidro, Deciouo:nannu, and Elllllla airdrome• (sardinia) . Seven ener.ur 

aircraft raiding Sousse caused a few casualties and minor dar.~&ge . 

ASIA TIC THEATER 

Ocneral Glenn reports thot on !day 28 two successful llll.ssions 

wero flown oY a total of 16 P-I.O•s of the lith Air Force against the 

Yochow ra1lr 01ld yards and warehouse area (Lake 'l\lngting rogion) . 

Enency planes, u.sing del.ayad o.ction booubs , made a light raid against 

Enshihbs (200 miles to the east of Chungking) ! oo casualti es o.nd only 

slight damage resul t ed . 



D!CLASSI1IIt 
OSD Lo<tor, 0-1-?1 

SOU'l'li\'.EST PAC It lC n!BA '!'Ell 

In hia op.rations su=ry for l.tay 28, General llacArthur roporta 

that. t.ert of our he&\'Y ba:n.bers us4KS nir.eteen tons o! bomo.s in attack• 

on ainlrcoles in t.l:o vicinity of WOwalc . Other ain(;le Allied &ire rot< 

raided enemy-hold points in ~Yir Britain and alonr the !>n Guinea coaat . 

tl.rJ>t enemy bomoero escorted oy six fi(lhters dropped fifty bolllba 

near 1Jilllngimb1, 250 miles oaat ot' Darwin, cauaing slight dB.r.ll.gl , 

Seven Spitfire• intercepted, shooting dO'IIII three Japanese bombers for 

a loss of two or thair numcer. 

An cnUJ7 convoy o! four 5,0CX).-t.on •rct.nt vessels, a deet.royer 

and a ~:~~nboat, was ai I'Pted 75 llilos northeaa< of ~. headi.n; 

southeast . 
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Du.r1ng l!&y 27 11. ve COr.lp&nies of our troops reached tho head \ 

ot the stream southwest or Ch1cha~or harbor, and are closinc in on 

the Japanese forces bet•11en tho harbor and Holtz Bay . Ropoatod air 

l. 

at tacks on Kiska continued du r1n& the day . 

2 . Rospondin~; to a proposal that Canadian troops participata 

in Aleutian act.ivitios, tho folt.r Depart011mt has approved the "USe of 

a C.nadian infantry battalion and an antiaircra!"t bat.tet7 as £1lrr1aon 

at Amchitka . It is apracUcable to use Canadian troops in the 

current At.tu operations . This arranp..,nt. is subjeet. to the approval 

of the Canadian Oovorn::Jonl<. 

Several unidentified aircraft W<~re reported over Iceland on 

1 . On lloay 27 escort-s M<lius bocbers or the 12th A.ir Force 

attacked Villacidro and Dac~nnu airdrcces in Sardinia; burate 

11ore observed U>Ong dilporsed aircN!t at ooth places . 'ttlirteen 

one~ airplanes or JO to 40 attempting interception wore destroyed , 

tor a laos of one P-40. P-)8 11 and P-40 1s again attacked Pantelloria . 
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2, General Eisenhower has established the Tunisia Oietric~ 

w1 t.h administrative com.and of all Allied ground forces in Tunisia 

except those of the services or supply . Its headquarters is at 

Carthage . 

SOOTI!II'EST PACIFIC IH<.ATER 

In his oper&tions summary for May 27 General MacArthur reports 

that on !.lay 26 our medium bo:obers lll!lde a second attack on Madang 

and neighbor ing villages . The next day, B-24's and B-25 1 s in a heavy 

coordinated attack hammered airdromes and other points in tha Lae 

a.roa , I.anggoer was again bombed by Auotralinn and Dutch airplanes . 

PACIFIC 'll!E.I.Tbl\ 

On ~Y 28, sixteen US fighter planes again scorad hits on targets 

at !.lunda . 
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On l/..ay 25 our naval gunfire dest.royed the re:naininc buildings 

in A~tu village . During !day 26 our forces on Attu continued to edge 

forward d0spite fog and snow. Heavy hand-to-hand l'ighting was re­

por ted , '!he 11th Air Force gave splendid suppor t to the ground 

troops , dl'oppinc 30 tons of bombs in the Chichagof area. 

In three missions 11 tons of bombs were dropped on Kiska . 

Eneii\Y aircraft reconnoitered Amchitka . 

Ell ROPUN 'lllEA TER 

An unidentified airplane was plotted over Iceland on PLay 26 . 

NOR'Ill AFRICAN niE.\ TER 

Jtaintaining our ai r attacks on Sicily during !lay 26, at least 

45 B- 17•• of the 12th Air Force dropped 83 tons of bo1110s on the 

Comiso eirdrane with good effect; of 40 to 50 eneii\Y airplanes which 

intercepted tho forrr.ation, tnreo wore shot d.o'fm without loss to our 

own force . TWo formations of 24 medium bombers each attacked the 

Ponte ollvio and Biscari airdromes with good results . 

Our fighter-bombers also bettered Sardinia, covering the harbor 

a rea at Porto Ponte Roonano with bursts , hitting the dam and po•-er station 

at Tirso, setting fire to oil tanks and a larce transport at 

Golfo Aranci, and bombing the Villacidro airdrome . Pantallerla ..as 
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aJ.so heavily bombed by P-~o•s . 

In the ~· e operations fivo onomy airorll!t were destroyed tor 

a lose of one 8-'-S and one P- )8 , 

S01Jl'I!'IEST PACIFIC THF.ATE.R 

1n hie operations su=.ary tor II~ 26, General llaeArthur reports 

attacks in the lladans area by to~r 11-?lo 's and eight RAAF Seaufight~rs , 

and in the lotubo area by five RAAF &!autighters . Raida were made by I single Allied aircraft on a vUlago in llew Br i tain, and on L&nt!Roor 

airdr<lme {Kai Iolande) . 

• A raid by onei\Y airplanes which dropped 16 bodls southeast or 
Sal&:laua on II~ 2L did no ~o. 

PACIFIC THEA'i'ER 

On ~~~ 2$, liS aircraft attackod the Rekata Say area with machine-

gun tire and seven tons of boobs; hita obtained on 8Cl:lunition dumps I caused ~xplosiona and fires. 
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oaD t.<<or, ~-S-71 

Durine u.y 2$ the activities or our cround troops on Attu con­

sisted chiel'l,y in patrolling. ~r aircraf~ attacked Attu in n.,. 
.UsioM, bCIIbing and cachine-gUMing the enem,y•s forward pcaitione 

and iMt.alla tione along the beaches; no an~1aircr&ft n.re wu en­

countered. US and Canadian aircr&ft. &leo bombed KUka in ovorcaat 

weather. 

EU!lOPEAN THEATER 

l . An unidentified airpl&ne sichted 0"-r Iceland on llay 2S 11 

believed to be the ...., plano that bao:bed tho Daniall ehip •Rota• ort 

the coaat during tho r.oorning , 

2 . During tho week ending 1i<l,y 2.3 , our 8th Air Force dootroyad 

184 (probably 214) eneey eirplanos . During the oat.ll! period the RAF 

destrcyad 20 (probably 23) enOJIIY pJ.aneo, ln addition, six (probably 

seven) en~ aircr&ft. -re destroyed bY antiaircr&ft tire, and two 

1110re wore lost trc.. other causae . 

J . Final !J.iurea tor our lta,y 21 attacks on ll'ilholmshaven and 

Emden indicate that 78 (probably 89) enem,y airplanes were destroyed 

for a lose or twol,. o! our heavy bombers . 

2723 ' 
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NORTH AFRICAN THEATER 

1. On l.lay 2$ citias, harbors, and airdrotru)s in the Italian 

islands were again tho principal objective of our air operations. 

On the night of llay 2h-2$, British aircraft attacked Olbia (Sardinia), 

destroying one ship and setting fire to two others . U.ring t he 

following day our own air force attacked Portoscuso, where a motor 

vessel , jetty and power station were hit by P-J8 •s, and Terranova . 

The same day 89 B-17 ' s of the 12th Ur Force, dropping 26l 

tons of bC!llbe in four missions , again h""""'red the ferry temi.nal, 

railroad yards, power stations and werehouaes at l!essina while hh 

B-24 ' s of General Brereton's 9th Air Force in two attaeks dropped 

lJS tons of bombs on the saco targets and also left sooe leaflets . 

Another 100 tons of bombs were dropped in succosetlll attacl<s on the 

oO\lth of a tunnel near Pelemo, on the factory and harbor areas at 

Licata, on Porto Ecpedoele where J4 escorted B-26's bleated the harbor, 

refineries, railroads, and power house, and on t..lte Boecadi.falco and Jl.llo 

airdromes near Pelemo and Trapani, respectively. Pantelleria ns 

again attacked by six B-25 ' • and more than So P-40•s Which scored hits 

on airfields and bar:racl<.a . In these operstions 27 (probably 36) eneey 

airplanes were destroyed for a loss of ll of our mm aircraft, in­

cluding one B- 17 destroyed over l!essina by bombs dropped from enomy 

aircraft . 

Bono and Djidjelli were again raided by enemy al.roraft which 

cauaod ecme damage and oeverel easueltiea . 
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2 . General Spaah reports that the total of abandoned eno!IIY 

aircraft taken in Tunie1a la """ sse. 

ASIATIC THE.\'l'ER 

On l!tly 2S flehtera or the loth Air Force bo:M:>ed and mnchlno­

gunned o118J11Y-held vlllaaea in the ~tkyina area . One medlur.~ bomber 

att.el<ed tho railroad yards at llonywa (central Burr:a), seorin& hits 

on its target . 

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATER 

In h1a operation. IIUr'10l&l'Y tor Jla.y 2$', General l!aeArthur reports 

that alngU Allied aircraft b<lched and uchine;runned tartets in the 

Gaamat&, Cape Glcueeat&r, 1/.ad&ng and Flnachhaten areas . Six ane"')' 

airplanes attacked an emorsonC'.f landing BJ"OUnd 24 milu aC>~ t'""'at of 
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On Uoy 24, our northern force on Attu seized additional vantage 

points on the hills to the southwest of Cbichegof harbor; tho southern 

force pressed northward almost to the shore of Lake Cories; adverse 

weather continued . During the afternoon, t hree bombing missions es­

corted by P-J8 1s attacked ene~ positions on the Chichagof peninsula 

with observed effect . Hostile air and antiaircraft r eaction was 

negligible . 

NORTH AFRICAN THEA 'l'ER 

On Jl.ay 24, heavy and eJctensive air attacks over Sardinia were 

repeated. Fifty Flying Fortresses dropped 150 tons of heavy bombs 

on La t!addsl ena harbor and naval base, sett.ing fire to the latter. 

Fifty other B-17 ' s, attacking Terranova, dropped 1.56 tons on the 

docks, warehouses, and an a:nmwtition dump 'IIllich exploded; several 

motor vessels were bit . Successful raids by fom.ations of our fighter-

ho!nbers were directed a;:ainst t ho airfield at Olbia, a bridge at 

Arbatax which was hit, Carloforte harbor where a ship 11as set afire, 

the Igl esina zinc works, the seaplane base at Porto Conte, and the 

.Ughero factory and eirdro:ne areas , 

Pantelleria was battered by 22 Wellington bomhere, which dropped 

LO tons of high explosives and incendiaries includine three two-ton 

bombs , and by a n:~<~ht of eleven of our P-J8' s . 
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OED Lette~, o-8-71 

Aircra.tt ot the 9th Air Force dropped S3 tons of bombe on 

Reggio d1 Calabria where a ~er and two motor veoaela wore set 

afire. Over 69 tone -.ere also dropped on San Giovanni where hi ta 

...,,.. aade on tho ferry slip and railroad tracks. 

~ina tho <13y•s operations, :U. (probabJ.¥ 16) ene"')' airera.tt 

were deotrcyed tor a loss of four P-38 ' a. 

I ASIATIC THEATER 

I 

On Uay 2L, medium bo:llbers and f!ihtero of the loth Air Force 

started 1111r.1er0W1 tires and Q&Chine-cunnod a radio station 1n tho 

l(yitkyina area, and destrcyed e.- factory buil~s at loloeywa 

(central 8unM) . 

PACIFIC THF..A TER 

On tho n!iht of l!ay 23, Ouadalcanal was attacked b:y three 

Japanese a!rpl.aneo and Espiritu Santo b:y one; no da:age resulted, 

On 111.7 2$, our hoav;y bod>era dropped 29> ~llree-hundred pound 

bombs on Kahili and along the Bu1n oooat&l area 1n diversionary 

attacks while other aircraft were suceooo.full:y oarr;ying out 1111ning 

operations . 
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l. During l.!ay 2.3, our troops on Attu continued to compress t.he 

ene"'Y in the Chichagof area against stro~g resistance . Tile Japanese . 
have oeen cleared fro~:~ the Sarana Valley "!'d the slope to the north-

east . 

A low overcast with snow and r ain hampered air operations . 

' In the only attack mission reported, one of our airplanes dropped eight 

)00-lb . bombs on the main cacp area at Kiska >rl.thout observed results . 

2. The Alli\Y Grol.Uld Forces issued directives for t.he movement 

of the ?9th Infantry Division (l.!ajor Oeneral Ira T. Wyche) from the 

Tennessee maneuver area to Camp Forrest., TeMessee, and f'or the Slst 

Infantry Division (llajor General Paul J , 11\Jeller) from the same area 

to Camp ! tterbury, Indiana. 

The 45th Infantry Division {l.!ajor General Troy H. 1Jidd1eton) 

began its movement on l.!ay 2) from Camp Pickett, Virginia, to the 

Hampton Roads Port of Enbarl<ation for further movement over seas , 

EUK>PW THEATER 

An unidentified airplane was sighted over Iceland , on l.!ay 2) , 

!1DR'l'l! lFRIC!ll 'l'I!EI. 'l'ER 

l . on the night of 118y 22-2) Ulied fighters shot down two 

SEC:l& 1 
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tne"'' airplanes over Djidjtlli and two others nortr.east or Philippe-

ville , 

lbe next day ?J US mtdiWD bombers, escorted b:' P-40'•• oon:o 

of which also carried bombo, pounded the docks, llirdro:ne and town at 

Pantelleria, ocorinn a hit on a motor veooel . Thirty-seven P-JB •a 

bombad the zinc •orks at IGleaiao and tho docks and hsrbor at 

Carloforta (Sardinia) , where throe small boats ""re sunk . Three US 

aircraft are aissing u a result ot the clay• s operations . 

2 . General Spaatt reports t.hs t !or the nel< ending !.lay 21, our 

air units or tbe !lorth African Air Ioree destroyed 70 (probably 82) 

enemy aircraft in combat, for a total lou or 19 us airplanes . 

Corrooponding RAF figures are nine (probably 10) enemy airplanes for 

a lo .. of six or their O>ITI . In Addition, over 30 eoel!\Y airplJI.nes 

1r0re deo troyed on the ground . 

ASLl TIC THU.TJ:.R 

'l'Wo B-21. 1 s or the lOth Alr Foret a01r8d lllines in the R&n1;0on RiTer 

t~1.uary durin& tho nisht or lila¥ 22~), while other ba::.i>ors carried out 

d1verl1onary attacks which included I>OIIblog or t.he rallroed yards at 

Proae; other attacks were ade on .l)c:yab . 

SOUJl!WLST PACIFIC '!llU '!l.R 

In his opara tiona aumery tor Ill¥ 231 oeneral uacArthur reports 
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that nine light bombers attacked enelll)' installa~ions in the Salamaua 

ana. Five US heavy bombers attacked Kavieng; five others bol:lbed 

Gasmata airdrome, shooting down two intercepting enelll)' airplanes . 

Attacks were also made by single Al lied aircraft on Ubili , Arawe, 

Cape Gloucester, and Finschhafen . Four Dutch B-Z5 1s raided Oilli and 

the Pen!oei airdrOllle . 

The communiqu.e reports that on liaY 24 our heavy bombers dropped 

over 16 tons o.r explosives and incendiaries on Japanese airfields in 

the Rabaul a"'a; the attacks on Gasn:ata and PenJ:oei were repeated 

success!u11y. 

PACJF'IC 'll!EI.TER 

1. on llay U fiftaen of our heavy bombers dropped twenty 2 , 000- lb. 

bO!Ilbs and thirty 1,000- lb . bo:nbs on the airfields at Kah111, Sallale, 

l.!unda, Rekata and tha Shortland Islands; oorsts were observed on all 

targets . 

2, The 'Mlr Oepartmont has directed General !l:lmons to report to 

WllBhi.ngton !or tamporary duty prior to r eassignment . He is being 

succeeded in comand of the Hawaiian Depart:uent by !l.ajor General 

Robert c . Richardson, Jr . 
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By the morning of ~y 2} our forces on Attu had secured a foothold 

on the northern shoulder of the pass between Sarana Bay and Chichagof, 

patrols were advancing down the valley f1<1ol leading to Chichagof Harbor, 

and elements of the southern force were at the base of the bills east of 

lake Nicholas . OUr casualties up to IWY 22 include 110 killed , 376 

• wounded , 78 Clissing and 450 sick, chiefly from frostbite ; the local 

Intelligence estimates that the enaey strength has been r educed by 50%. 

• 

1n the May 22 air attack against our naval vessels, reportod 

yesterday, l2 to 15 land- type, t•in-engined , enemy planes participated; 

one was destroyed by antiaircraft fire . Sixteen twin-engined enemy 

boobers , retum.ing t.o att.nck our ground troops on Uay 23, were inter-

cepted by six P- JS •s which shot down at least five of the Japanese 

planes . We lost two P-JS•s . 

NORTII AFRICAN 'IHEA 'lER 

1 . The Northwest African Strategic Ai r Force again a ttacked the 

Sicilian airdromes ot" Castel vetrano, Sciacca, JJ.ilo and Sorizzo the 

night of l.lay 21-22 and repeated their attack on Borizzo during the 

following day; the targets were well covered end many !ires resulted . 

During this period, eight (probably 17) enemy aircraft, in-

eluding two six-engined t ranspor ts, were destr oyed !or e loss of three 

P-JS•s and one Wellington bol!lber . 
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2 . Co....,nting on the prisoners captured at the end ol' the TUnis n 

campaign, Oeneral Eisenho•.-er noted their shor tage of ammWlition; lack o 

mines """ indieatad by the existence of fewer minefields than was ax-

pected . lolost motor vehicles were found in running order but gasoli.ne 

supply was very short. The physique , health , and mor ale of the pr isone , 

both Gerl:l&J1 and Italian, ~-ere excellent; discipline was good . The t roo s 

had been living laree1y on the country and requisitioning their food . 

In their cages tbe prisoners appear to be happy that the campei~n is 

ovor . 

ASIATIC 'llfEATJo:R 

'l'tfenty medium bombers of the lOth Air Force in three waves attacked 

railroad facilities at Kanbelu (central Burma) on May 22, destroying 

engine sheds, warehouses , rolling stock and t r ackage . Other bomber s 

sear ching the Rangoon River estuary attacked two small steamers east of 

the Amac&n Isl ands , destroying one of them. 

SOUTH1\EST PACIFIC mEA TER 

General !.!acArthur reports for J.lay 22 that siX B-24 ' s , bombing the 

town and harbor of Kaimana (southwest coast of New Guinea) , destroyed a 

500- ton ship, and , on thei r r et urn t r ip, s ank t wo l aunches by machine-gun 

fire in the Kai Island area . Single Allied heavy bombers made three 

a ttacks on Gasmate , one on Finschhafen and one on Ca pe Oloucester. 

Exmouth Oulf, in west.ern A.ustrslla , was subjected to a light 

bombi ng attack the night of llay 21. 



• DAIJ,Y llr ~Th'•TlllllAL .;U~MY 

r . 529 

07:>J lOa.¥ 22 \oO 070J L~ 2), 19h3 



ATTU ISLAND 
0 ' 
__ u u b;l 

M ILU bJ 110 

.. 0 ~ .... : .. ~::~· .. =. ........ ..!~ 
MILII (If,U tlft ) 

, 
d 0 ° '11!, 



• 

5201<2 I 
-""(11 

OSD ~• t•:o, -4!.-.1'\ 

n>e Arey GroWld Forc:oo have iuue<l directives for tho movement 

of tho 28th Infantry Division (W.jor General L. D, Brown) fro~ Camp 

Oorc!on Johnston, Flor1c!a to Camp Piekott., V1rg1n18, for amphibious 

training . Orders were also ieou&d t•oi Ulo movec~ent of the 84th 

Infantry Division (llajor General s. Jackson) from Cup Howzo, Texu 

te Fort Sam Houston Cor advanced training, &Jid for the 8Sth (llajor 

General J . B. Coulter) ad 9)<1 ( llajor General F. 'II'. llilur) Intllntry 

Divisions frOCI t t.e Louioiane •neuvor a ...... to Caq> You.'lg, Cal1!orn1a, 

for desert. IIIIIJleUYtrs , 1M 9)<1 D!viaion hes colored enlist.ed 

personnel . 

f'iW>ting their way with bayonets and hand- grenades through the 

stoep pass between tho Holt& Bl.y~hiehagof Haroor areas, our forces 

on Attu ldvarcod their lert. on IW,y 21 and 22 , On the rig~~t, proir&U 

•s retarded oy a strong ena,.y de!enshe position llhich was arldually 

being flanked . Cloee air-VC~~ . .d support aided operations on theoe 

Harbor was silenced by our a1 rplanes . n>o ene..y• s Kioka installation• 

aloo ware attacked by two aiaaiona or P-JS•a on ll&y 21 and by one 

mission tho next day. 
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On W.y 22, one~y airerart approaching from the southwest 

attackod our naval vessels 1n tho vicinity or Chichagof Harbor; 

twelve tor!*!~• wero launehod at a US denroyer 1 all boing lll.oau, 

1. Two unidentified airplanes wero reported overlceland on 

l!ay 21. 

2 . The final total of enemy figh tar planes destroyod during 

our bcmbor raids against Kiel and Flensburg, Uay 19, has boon plaeod 

at 60 (probably 7l). 

Ourins the nieht of l.!ay 20-21, British airplanes resumed their 

boobinc of tho airdromes at V1llacidro an! Oecimomannu (Sardinia) 

starting numerous fires . The noxt day our own mediuc bombers again 

attacked both airdro;,es . American Jl...l7•a scored hits on tho h&nr,ar 

at Sciacca, &rd bocobed the hancara, repair ahops, and diaperaal 

oreas at c .. tolvetrano airdr....,. I. Coree or P-40' s bomilold an! 

oacnine-gunnod an airdra:ze on tho illanl or Pan~elleris, dostro;yin& 

one gun position. 

In all or our own operations 19 (probabl;y 28) enemy planoa wore 

destroyod in air ccxnbat, ard 16, 1.nolud1n~ throe s1x-.ns1ned trona­

ports, on the ('t'OUnd . '!be tme'l)' continued to cocobot our hi&"Y 



w:s 
030 Letter , ~-3-?1 

bombers by dropping aerial bo~bs on thom, unsuccessfully however . 

Bombers of the 9th Air Force dropped 61 tons of explosives on San 

Giovanni and ?5 tons on Reggio d1 Calabria . Harbor installations 

wore da.wged at both placos and ten (probably U) enemy planes wero 

destroyed, without any reported US loss. 

Twelve ana~ aircraft attacked Djidjalli, causing slight damage 

to tbe moles; our antiaircraft fire destroyed three enet:'ly a.irplanes . 

' ASIA TIC WEA TE!l 

, 

Nine B- 25 ' • of the lOth Air Force succasofully attacked work-

shops at Chauk on !Jay 21, and shot dovm five (probably eight) of 25 

intercepting Japanese planes; one B-25 was lost . Six British 

Hurricana fighters , intercepting a force of more thaa twelve enemy 

aircraft attacking US B-25 ' • over Ramu (south of Chittogong), des­

t royed one of the en~ planes . 'l'•'O Japanese fighters were shot down 

by antiaircraft fire; one British plane wns lost. 

§OUT!fii'EST PACIFIC 'lllEATER 

For lolay 21 General l!acArthur reports that there were patrol 

clashes near Salamaua and that twelve P-JS•s shot down ·•ithout loss 

six (proba bly 11) of 20 one")' fieJ>ters engaged in this area . Heavy 

attacks were lllAde on ana~ airdr<xnes at Gasmate and at Rebaul, throe 

(probably four) intercepting aircraf~ at the former objective boing 

shot down. Other aircraft destroyed some lJ enemy barges along tho 
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northeut coast or t:ew Oui.nea, a~.arted a large tire at Cape 

Gloucostor, and bombed the liabirc airdrome ( lfutorn !lew OUinea) , 

'l'hreo Dutch B-25 ' • attacked Saumlakki ('lllnl.JIIbor Islands); one B-25 

was shot dO'O'II, 
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On llay 20 our troops r.Bdo steady pro&r••s northeastwards trom the 

II.Uaacre-serano paso, directing tlloir ..Un etrort towards tho ridge 

southwest ot Chicago! !!arbor. F1.cl>tin& ".JS going on above the mow line . 

Our air rorce, II&Chine- gunninj; onolO)' positions r;om low aH1tudeo, 

greatly aided in tho advance ot our ground l'orcea . Gener al Land rum 

J plana to land a tor co beyond Chicago! to take the ene"')' in roar . 

lll.nor air attacks ..-ere lll&de on the enomy oubmar ino base, main cat~p 

and barges at. Xiska. 

On lll.y 21, the Btb Hr Force oontinued its attacks against Gorman 

por to , 77 B-l7 ' o droppi.n& 192 tons of high explosives on tho '1\'l.lhel.lnahaven 

naval base and 45 B-l?•s loosing 112 tons or bombs on the shipyards at 

t !loden. J.lthough Tiaibilit.y onr the tarcot areas was !.m;p&ired by hue 

and heavy •oleo screens, boabing r .. ulta were believed to ha.,. baon 

good . Sl.ron& tisbter opposition waa encountered and antiaircratt tire 

varied trca modera te to J,ntonseJ 5.3 (probably 74) enemy tighter planes 

were de stroyed while 12 or our bomban hevs not returned, 

tiOR'll! Afl!ICA!I D!!ll, 1ER 

l. On lll.y 20, toll<Jifin& nisbt raids in which BriUah wellington 

bod>ers dropped aoM .35 tons or incendia17 bombe on the •"""1 air tielda 

at Villacidro and Docimooannu, J6 US P-JS•s each a noad wi th a halt-ton 

domollton bolllb visited nor thern Slrd.1n1a. Docks i .n tho Gulf or Aranci, 
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the railroad end ~" bridge narthe ... t or Per!ugas , and barrac~' 

truck81 and trains at saasari, Bonnanaro and Cbilivani were da:naged while 

large explosions and fires resulted at the llacomer railr oad junction and 

at the airfleld at llilis, where 12 eneey plares nnd a hangar were set 

afire . Seven1;y -one medium bo:nbers, escorted by 7~ fJ.ahter airora!t, 

dropped 5,280 demolition and small fragmentation bombs on the airfields 

at Villacidro, Alghero, and Dccimal'.annu and attacked ene:ny •eaplanes in 

Porto Conte harbor with observed effect , US fighter aircraft boobod 

I the docks at Pantelleria . tifty- four B- 17 ' • attacked the enemy air­

field at Orossetto, Italy, dropping 179 quarter-ton demolition bombs 

' 

and 5, 586 fragoentetion boMbs on grounded enemy aircraft . Enemy 

planes destroyed during the day totaled 22 (probably 2W, ineluding 

an entire flight of seven six- enginod Connan transports, !or a loes 

of one US P-~0 end no British planes. 

Enell!Y aircraft r aided Allisd port inetellationa east of Oran 

an the night of lley 19-20 , damaging three ships, a jetty, and an 

electric transformer, 

2 . Oo.neral Eisenhower recently reported that ho has received 

• requests fran French authorities !or prisoner-of-war l abor . Replying 

to his inquiries concerning oor obligations undsr the Geneva Conven-

tion, the War Deparl.mant stated that there can be no objection to the 

proposed procedure ina.,uch as French forces actively participated in 
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t.ho ea:opaign in llhicb t.ho prieone~a nre captured. It. •• OIIJlhaShecl, 

llowever, that. General Giraud, in caoe lie has not. already clone oo, 

allould i.medi,at.ely announce ll1e int.ent1on t.o abide by the terma ot 

tile Geneva Convention governing prisoner-of-war mattore . The """bar 

of prisoners to be transferred to the French is loft to General 

Eiaenhowor •o discretion. 

ASIA TIC mEA. 'l1R 

B-24'• or our loti\ Ur Force, continuing their ra1de on en-r 
induatral installations 1n Bura lla:Y 20, dropped 28 tons or boabs 

on t.ho railroad installations and nrelloueoa at Prou, l2 tons on 

t.hs workshop area at Yen&n£Y0'"'8• 19 tone on the cement plant. at 

Thayet.oyo, and 2? tons on tho giMins mill at Allanoyo. Largo i'1roe 

and 1\oavy damage resulted . The airplanes participating in thoee 

attack& carried an average load of !our tons or bombs apiece . Two r otller B-24 1 0 da.r.aged a 200-!oot ~oightor east of the A-n Ialanda . 

Eighteen 1:10diU11 bolli:lera auccout'lllly utacked the factory uea 

at ll)'ingyan .and ..anthousoa and a eallllill at II0%111'& . 

SOII'nr.I'EST PACil'IC '&l:U1>R 

In his opera tiona a\IIIIC&ry tor lla)' 20 Goneral l!acArt.hur roporta 

t.hat US heavy bombers made et!totive attacks on the Vllnakanau air­

field at Rabeul and at Gaamat&. lltdium bomber• on armed reconnaisaance 
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.aehine-eunnocl tho trails northnot oi' Ftnachhafcn an:! an en1111y ~rge 

south of tho town . Two B-24'•, on ooarch ads a ions near wau, ahot down 

two (pro~bl;y three) of nine 1ntereoptl.na one~ fighter planes; six US 

dive-bosbero operated against ona~ poeitions along the Francisco River, 

near Salama~:&. Er.o~ planes raided Doboclura twice . 

PACIFIC '!l!EATt;R 

l1\roo B-24 ' o bit a searchlight and the run""y at Kahill (Bougain­

ville I sland) on llay 21, also bollbinn nearby Pupulcuna Point and Ballale. 

L!LCR£4 
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l . The llth Air For ce contr ibuted to the reduction of ene~ re-

sistanco on Attu on May 19 by dropping 240 one hundr ed pound and 8? 

three hundred pound bombs on anomy installations ncar the beach at 

Chichagof !!ar bor and on the ridge between ChichaSof !!arbor and Sarona 

Bay. Hits were observed in the target areas . 

• 8 , 000 pairs of heavy woolen socks ware dropped to our troops 

• by aircraft . 

2, Following co~pletion or the training of tho units within each 

division, order s have been i ssued f or the movement or tbo Jlst, 88th, and 

95th I nfantry Divisions t o Louisiana for maneuvers. 

1. Several enemy planes, including a twin-engined bomber, were 

observed over Iceland, llay 19 , 

2. In the attacks by our 8th Air Force on Kiel and Flensburg, llay 

19, the enemy aircraft destroyed totalled 44 (probably ?l) instead of 

35 as first reported . Six of our bombers were lost, 

NORTH AFRIC.UI lHEI.TER 

On llay 19, US bombers and fighters at tacked the lll.lo n1 rdrome in 

Sicily, and QUarto, Cagliari !!arbor, and several airfields 1n Sardinia , 
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Buildings and airfields were well covored with bursts, and mny firea 

were started. Reacting to our att.acks """lilY fighter aotivity inc:roased; 

21! (probably 35) enotll)" planes nra destroyed during the d&y Car a lou 

of oight US fighters . 

ASIATIC 'l!iEA 'IE!\ 

IW.nta1n1ns their heavy a ssaults against Japanese resources in 

Bllmt, B-24 1 s of the lOth Air force on llily 19 droppad 110 tons of 

b18h explosive boabs on oil inst.allations and industrial plants in the 

llagwe and thayeti!\YO areas; hits were reported in all areas and lar&e 

fires wore started. fourteen B-25•s destroyed workshops nnd buildings 

at Singu and st.artecl fires at Lanr-. 

SOUT!!WEST PACIFIC THEATER 

In his oparationa S\I:IUry for t.lle 24-hour period anding 1.400 GCT, 

llay 19, Ooneral lollcArtbur report.s that ene=or planes caused minor d&l'l&&e 

in an attack on one of our airfields at Uiln~ Bay, and machino-gumed 

and deatroyed one 1aall Allied ahip and damced a second in Do1J&].as 

!'.arbor (northwest or 8\lna) . EneaQ' airfields and installations at 

Gasl"ll ta and Cape Oloucestar wore attacked b)' Ollr heavy bomb& rs; oix 

US B-24•s and six Australian a.autigbters damaged the ene=or airfield 

at Ponfoei (l'Uior), hits bein& cade on the radio inst.allations and 

groundod air craft . Intenoo antiaircraft tire was encounterod and three 
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Australian planes are missing . OUr B-24 1s destr oyed three (probabl,y 

!ive) of eight intercepting ene~ey fighters . 

PACIFIC THEATER 

Eight Japanese airplanes, boelling Quadal canal the night of !.lay 

19-20, caused several casual t i es, but sl ight mater ial damage . OUr 

night fighters shot down two of the cneey bomber s • 

!!ECkEl 
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On the morning of May 19 our for ces a ttacked and seited the ridge 

separating the .Massacre Bay and Sarana Bay areas . 'lhis success was 

followed by a general advance which brought'our forc es t o ·ldthin one 
' 

and one - hal f llliles of the head of Chichagof Harbor by tbe end of tbo day . 

'!be en""'y io being COJllpressed into the rugged headland between Chichagof 

Harbor and sarana Bay. Firm contact has been establ ished between our 

nort.hern and southern forces, and supplies are ceing brought in to t.he 

west arm of Holtz Say without interference. 

Preparations arc under way to build a fighter strip on Alexai 

Point ; bet...,en t wo and three ""eks will probably be required to coopl ete 

it. 

Continued low visibility and cold weather have impeded our opera­

tions ; casualties from f rost bite are double those infl.icted by the 

enemy. 

The llth Ai r t 'orce a ttacked enemy barges at Kiska; six B-:U.•s 

bombed tho camp area a t Gertrud.e Cove . 

EUROPEAN '!!lEA TER 

1. A twin....,ngined German bolllber was observed over Iceland, May 18. 

2 . The sub:narine- building yards at Kiel were again attacked on 

May 19; 102 uoescorted B-17 •s , operating under excellent weather condi­

tions, dropped 250 tons of high explosive bombs, good results being 
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ropon..d. St r ong ono:IQ' ruiatance was encountered and 1110re than 25 

enoll)' !'iejlt.ers were doatroyed; six of o11r boolbors are llissins. 

lleanwhilo another torco of SS 8-l?•s, attacking the port of Flensburg 

on the Danish border, dropped l37 tona of bombs on the sublll&rine pens , 

ship-building yards, dry docks and other naval installations thoro . 

DI•IIIY opposition onr tho target area waa reportod as 10ediocre; t.en 

eno1117 !'i&hter planea were destroyad and a ll our boc:bers returned 

satoly. I. diversion a ... op over tho Dutch coast by 2l B-17' a and 117 

P-47 1s was uneventfUl. 

Final results of the encounters rlth onel!cy' riejltera during 

tho tx.bing raida, lillY 17, on St . !la•a.iro, Lorient and Bordeaux, list 

1.7 (probably 56) en""3' planes u destroyed . During these attacks we 

lost aix bombers, 

3. During tho week ending !lay 16, o11r 8th llr For ce destroyed 

127 (probably 186) ono:IQ' &ircrott for a total loss, froa all causes, 

or 22 heavy bOIIbora and aix f1£ht.er planoa . British planoa during 

the same period shot down 1.6 (probably 57) ene"')' planes for a loss , 

fro~:~ all causes , of l OS aircraft , In addition, eiebt enoi:I'J planes 

were ahot down by a ntiaircraft f1 ro. 

NOR]1! @CAll 'lliU 'ISR 

On the night of lilly 17-18, British Wellington bombers dropped more 

than 32 tons of de moll tion and incendiary boalbe on enemy 1ne tallo tions 
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at Alghero and sassari in northwestern Sardi!lla . US bombers arxl fighters 

raiding J'antelleria on V.ay 18, dropped ':12 tons of dEIIIolition bombs on 

instellations tllere, bitting coastel &ll1L'l and a ferry an:! causing exten­

sive damage to tile enemy airfield arxl barracks . Ot her US planes pourxled 

Trapani w1 th 114 tons of bombs, scor ing hits in the town, harbor, dock, 

arxl r ailroad :tard areas and hitting sbips in the harbor, one of which 

was seen to explode . During this per iod Allied planes shot down seven 

t (probably nine) enemy planes for a loss of four P- JS•s arxl one B-17 • 

, 

.I.Sll TIC THEA 'JER 

1 . In t= days of aggressive activity the lOth Air Force attacked 

several important enemy tergets in Bunna . Nine B- 25 ' s dropped 10 to.n.s 

of demolition bolllbs on tho railroad yards at llonywa on l.lny 1?, scoring 

hits on rolling stock, tracks , and buildings . The next day lJ B-24' s 

dropped lb8 quarter- ton de~olitioo bombs on Uinbu, causing extsnsive 

destruction in the city . Other 8-24 1s, raiding Promo and Thayotmyo, 

scored hits on warehouaes1 rolling s tock , and railroad tracks; many 

buildings were destroyed in tho attack on Pron:e . Eight 8-25'• attacked 

tho Burma Oil Company's instellations at Chsuk, hitting the warehouses, 

oil tanks, 81'1d storage installations with incendiary bombs , Over 100 

tons of bombs were dropped during all these missi ons . 

2 . On lo!ay 19 an enemy &ir mission a pproached Yunnanyi and w1 th-

drew. It was toll owed to its base at !Ashio by two P-40•a of the l4tll 

s.eP\z 
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Air Force which destroyed one Japanose l'i(;hter as i t landed . 

SOUTHWEST PACIP1C THLATER 

Il'l his operations su::::ary for tho 21.-ho\lT period ending 1400 oct, 

llay 18, General llacArtllur reports that 25 onU~~Y tighter planes, boobirc 

ami machine-cunning ou r installations at 'lllu, dao:aged one crounded air­

plane . lline enomy bolli:>er s raided our dlll:lp area at Or<> Bay and inetalla-

• tions alone the coast to the north; one ene~ey plane was shot down by 

antiaircraft. fire . US heavy bo!llbers attacked the Vunakansu airfield 

a~ Rabaul and parfor.oad reconnaisa&:~ce ai.aeioM over New !lrit.ain; ot.ber 

Ulied plarwa boabed and achine-cunrwd tho airfield , dllnP, and dieperaal 

areas at Ga..,.ta , 

PACIFIC TI!J;J, TJ:.R 

lline of t.ho teiHOIIn crew or tho 8·21. forced down at sea aftar the 

f llay 16 attack on .Xe Island have been r01cued , the tenth mabor boins 

killed 1n a craab landing . 'lhl• crow ,..ports that two additional 

Japarwoe plarwe were shot down 1n tnio a t tack . 

!A!CitL I 
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By the eve~ ot ~ 18, the entire Holt$ 11'1)' area waa in our 

posMs aion, and our t wo forces had ettoot.d a junction between Holtt 

Bar and llassaere Bq preparat ory to attacking tite en""'y's defensive 

position on the hills between Sarana Ba,y and Holtz a..,. The ent!Oiy / J 
haa abandoned OO!UiiclerablAO omounts ot IUpPliu, a=unition and equip- j / 
aen~ . 

EUNOPEAN THEATER 

1 . Ten of tho 8-26'a dispatched to Attock Vel.sen, Holland, on 

2 . The B<ll:lbor Caaand, 8th Air Yorco, has reported that oince 

Auaust, 1942, our a1rcr&tt based in tho United Kingdom have destroyed 

109 (probably 1126) enomy planes for a lou, from all oau.soa, of 

226 US a ire raft. 

llalT!I AP RICU THEA'fER 

Britiah boiDbera showered a 111illion 1utlota on Rome the night 

ot ~ 16-17, and dropped more than 45 tone of domolitiona on the 

nearby ooapUn. ban. Hangaro end installations were hit and oanr 
tires ftre started. 

'!bat '""" night en-.y pl.anea attacked Bono, and tho next night 

raided Djidjalli . Considerable dal!lage resulted fr<D tho ottock on 

Djidjelli during which tour enoooy air<>ra!t were destroyed. 
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Duritli the ...,ek enditli Nay 14, our l2~h Air Foroa dea~oyed 

)0 {prob&bly 77) ene~ aire,..n 1n Nort.h U tica tor a lose, t'r'Oca 

all causes, of 2l pl.Aoos . 'nle British i .n the aaoe p&riod, dea­

~royod 14 (prob&bly 15) AXil aircraft for a loll of l2 plan.. . I n 

lddit.ion, Allied planes 1n !lor~ Atri ca des~royed En enOOI)' aircraft 

on the gro\ftl , 

SOU'l1l\'IEST PACIFIC TH EATER 

In hie operations stll!l.':ary for the 24 hour period endin& l..400 

OCT, !.lay 17, C.no.ral ll&e.lrthur reports tb& t a raid by J.J Japanese 

bolllbers and fight-eN 1n the 'lbu aroa caused alight da!r.ace . llean­

whUe US bombers pounded Gaar:ata with 32 qusrt•r- ton demolition 

boabs, and Brit.ish and Dutch planes, operetiAr over er.elll)'-held air­

fiel<b 1n Timor and tbe ~.&1 Islands, deatro)'*l three airplanea on 

tho ground . 

PACHIC Tl!hAT;R 

Four P-3-l •s , with covering pr oteeUon furnished by !.avy 

f1ght.eN , attacked enemy i nstallations at Rokata, !lay 18, machine-

ll\lnDiJ18 antiaircraft posit.iono and the bivouac areu. Resulto 

.,.. re not r eported . 

8&3!!li 
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WES'JE~I HE!JISPHERE 

By the nisht of llay 17 our vound troops , with air eupport, had 

reached ~he wen ehore of tile eastern am of RoHz Bay and, in the 

south, were .Xing prouess toward ~he peso between IIUsacre Bay and 

Holtz Bay. OUr planes ..ado a ainor raid on Kislca, dropping two tons 

or boc>bo on tho submarine base and C>&in camp area ; an overcast obscured 

the effects or the attack . 

EUR!J>EA!I T!!EI.TtR 

OUr 8th lir Porce ude three coordiJ\ated attacks againn vital 

naval targets on the western coast of Prance, llay 17, 80 B-17 1 s dropping 

200 tons of high oxplosives on tho submarine base at St. 1/azaire, YJ 

8-17 ' s striking at tho submarino base at Lorient with more than 97 tona 

of bo:abo, and )5 8-24 'S dropping 105 ton.a or explosiveo on the docks and 

) onipping installations at Bordeaux. the returning crews report t.hat 

good reoulta wore obtained on all aiaa1ons; six of our lxzlbera ha"* not 

returned. In the St. Nazaire attack, 18 (probebl-7 32) eneliQ' dl!l>ter 

planes were destroyed . US medium bombers again attacked Veleen, in 

Holland , but details or this raid are not known; ~wo B-26• • are llll.aaing . 

NORT!J M'6IC,YI TI!I;A TER 

l . Britiah llollington bo::lbera attacked Trapani the night of 

llay 15-16, direct hits beina observed on th.e railroad yarda, barracks, 
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and gas works . 'lhree Allied bombers are missing , 

Prisoners taken in the f i nal phase of the 1\lnisian campaign 

no" total 224, 000 of which 125,000 are estiJr.ated to be Gernllln . 

2. Replying to a war DepartT.ent inquiry, General Eisenhower 

reports that the question of making tho fUllest use of captured 

matariel to equip French units has been under study and that detailed 

information will be furnished as inventories are co:npleted. He points 

out that in using such mnteriol adequate reserves must be set aside 

since replacemente cannot be provided . This will radically reduce the 

number of units which ean be equipped . 

lJ!DllLE EAST-CFliTRAL AFRICAN 'lllEATER 

Headquarters of the British Eighth Army has gone back to tho 

vicinity of Tripoli. The bulk or its for ces are moving to Egypt . 

ASIA 'l'IC THEA 'IER 

On JJay 15, 8-24 • s of our lOth Air Force at tacked tho indus t rial 

area of Tavoy, souther n Burma; a tin plant was damaged and other bombs 

fell i n t he building area , 'lbo next day, our 8- 25 ' • continued their 

attacks on the enemy railroad installations in central Burma, de­

otroying a conoidorable length oJ t r ack at Zigon (110 mil es north of 

Rancoon) and hitbing rolling otock , buildings , warehouses, and other 

installations between ShWflbo and Ywataung (near l.!andalay) . 
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SOU'!lfKt.ST PACIFIC 'rn~ TER 

In his operations sUIII!I!Lry for the 24-hour period ending 1.400 CX:T, 

lola)' lb, Qenere.l Mao.IJ'thur reports that US bombers attacked ene~ey air­

fields at Rabaul, r.ae, and Ke.ndari (Celebes) , observing hits on the 

run·nys and dispersal areas . one B- 25 has not returned . !&or missions 

were carried out against Kavieng , Gasoata, Cape Gloucester, and 

Finschhafen. 

i!ECRE# 



t 

' 

11!\R DEPtJ!I!~!I!I 

DHLX OI":'!JTlO!l'l. SUI""RY 

llo . 57) 

0?00 l:llJ' 16 to 0?00 l:o,y 17, 1'14) 

COPY f<Jl 

TIIF. mum !!OVS& 



I 

\ll:STERN HE!AlSPiiERE 

DICLA!!SIFID 
OSD Letter, b-8-?2 

\11th improving """thor, May 15, our aircraft were able to 

operate ovor Attu, bo~bing and machine-sunning, from low altitudes, 

eno~-held strong points, supply dumps , antiaircraft positions and 

other inatal:Lations . OUr troops made minor gains on the north front 

thBt day, driving the enem;y from tho high ground between the two 

stream$ which empty into the west am of Holtz Bay. On !.lay 16 our 

troops were advancing slowly i n both the Holt~ and Massacre Bay 

areas. 

EUROPEAN '!"IlEA TER 

1 . An unidentified airplane ms observed over Iceland, lolaY 15. 

2. In the May 11. attacks on Kiel and Antwerp, our heavy bombers 

and fighter s shot do>m 60 (probably 95) ene"'Y llg.'lter planes for n 

' loss of ten of our bombers and three fighters . 

NOR'I'II AI'RICAii 'n!EA TER 

On the night of lolay 11.-15, British planes dropped deJllOlition, 

fragmentation, and incendiary bombs on Palermo. Late the next day, 

enemy a ircraft attacked Bone; the few bombs dropp<ld caused but minor 

daoage and no casualties wore reported . 



DICLAUI1t0 
OSD Letter, 6-3-71 

Prellmnary figures Un J88 one~ planes of assort.ed types 

as captured at Tunis and Biserto . Nine or t.Mee will be in operat1na 

condition after minor repairs; it 1o oatl.JIIat.ed that the total of 

onoey planes captured in tho final phAoe or the ~rorth African ca,..a1gn 

will r each 500. 

AS II, TIC 1!!EA TER 

US B-24'• attacked river boats, docks, and railroad yorca at 

p...,.,. and the ene~ headquarters at l(yit.kyina on II&Y 14. BOIIb hitl 

•re report.ed in tho tal'IOot areas and soYSrsl fires nre started. 

'lt.e next day, the enelll)' headquarters all! barracks at Lashio were 

bombed by our B-24•s , possible hito being lllllda on barracks , p01ror 

sts Uon, and fuel instollaUono . 

SOUTH \\EST PACIFIC THE;A TER 

In hi.s operation& sWIIO&ry for the 24- ho\lr period ending 1400 

OCT, )lay 15, Generd llaeArth\lT reports a noticeable increaaa in onoi\Y 

air activity . llore than 21. onOlll)' planes bcmbecl and ,.achine-&\lMOd 

Ull&d positions near llubo, and later dive-bo:o.:>ers heavily attacked 

the s..,. ares . t>o>ntr one~ ....SillS bollbers and 14 tightora booobed 

W&u . Two raids wore raported on Port lloresby, during ""ich two anolii!Y 

bombers were destroyed; only minor damage to Allied installation• was 

• at 1 I FT 
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reported . During this period, Allied planes pounded onoJ11Y airfields 

at O.s""ta and R.tb&ul and unsuccooof'ul.ly searched for an enoey convoy 

reported orr the oouth coast o! llew Britain. Our dive bombers 

machine-gunned onenoy aircraft and installatiol13 "t Lao, and several 

!irea reouJ.ted, believed to be burning aircra!t. 'lbreo B-24 1 s started 

!iru in the oil inatallatioNt at !iabiro (northwes tam Hew Guinea) . 

'll>res one!I\Y !1gb taro were shot down during various miooions . Allied 

patrols continued their aggroeeive operations in tho 100untaino south-

west or 11\lbo. 

An Australian hospital ship was torpedoed and sunk SO miles north-

east o! Brisbane early on May 14. 

P4CIHC 'lliU 'i'E1! 

1 . 8-24'• h&roued tho oneJ11Y airfields at Kahili, Ballale, and 

1.lunda on !lay 15 with seventy-ei&ht 100-1b. boebo , 

2 . Eighteen B-24 ' s of tho ?th Air P'Orce left llidway, l.!ay 15, 

to attack \!lake !eland. Seven or ou_r planes , reaching the target, 

dropped their boab loado and ohot dcron two (prob&i>ly three) o! 22 

intercepting enemy planes . Results or tho bombing could not be observed 

beca1101 of weather conditione . One B-24 was !orced clown, tho r oaindor 

rotllrning sa!oly . 
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By l.he night of ll&;y lJ. over B, 500 eco:bat. and 2, 500 service l.roops 

had landed on .l.l.tu; unloading operations were proceeding, Three 

battalion combat teama, supported by naval gunfire , attaokoc1 the west 

arm o! Holt~ SS.y tl'oco the north; fo11r such tums are 1n the ll& .. acre 

Ba7 area. .1......,. and NaV7 aircraft., haapered by the weather, attacked 

en&JIG' installations, directing their ettort on the west ano of Holtz 

Bay. K1ska anc1 Uttle Kiaka were aloo bombed . One B-24 , dispatched 

to c1 rop aupplieo, anc1 four Navy fighter planes are cdaains. 

l. .1.n unidentified airplane wae observed over I co land, ll&y lJ. . 

2. The heavy aua\llts by bomber aircraft. of our 8th Air Foree 

against 1nd"strial tarsets on the eontinant continued ll&;y lJ. with 

f 175 hea..,. bombers droppins 330 tons or d•olltions on the subearine 

bllild1DB center at Kiel, 39 B-17'• supporl.ed by ll8 P-1.7'• dropping 

98 tons of bo~bo on Antwerp, )4 B- l7•o supported by RAY Spitfires 

dropping 8) tons of bomba on the Court rei air field and ll \lneacorted 

B-26 1 s u.ldng a 1111n1- altitude attack on the power station at 

Velaen on tho .lloatardu Canol 1n Kort.h Holland . Good reslllto were 

reported by all millions . Enoov antiaircraft fire and !i&)ltar defense 

d2dit& 
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varied !rom maiera~e to •~rong, and our bon>bers took a heavy toll 

ot '""~fighters . 'l'Jalve ot our bombers &l1Ci t hree P-1,7'o were loet . 

on lillY l.S, S9 8-17'• dropped U.?i tons o: hi&h "'plooive 

and i ncendiary bombs on tho harbor inotollotions at Eodon, ani 7) 

B-l?•a, tmable to at tock the oneay caval inatollations at Wl.lhellllsh&ven 

boc&un or the we&thor, dropped l72i tons or higll oxploaive bombs on 

induatrial targets of opportunity. In aorial combat resulting f r 0111 t those aduions, )? (probably 66) enecoy plones were destroyed; six or 

our bombers !:>.ave not retwned. U1 P-47 ' • swept the A.Utorda:-RDttordu 

area . 

llOR'Il! Arn!C.IJI 'll!F.A '!ER 

on 11&1 lJ, S) 8-21.' • or O.neral Brereton's 9th Air Force, escorted 

by IW' fighter planes , dropped 118! ~ons or demolition and incendiary 
(Sm1y 

bolllba on shipping in Augusto harbor; hits .. re reported on 20 =tor 1\ t Ytssob &l1CI on lobe oil storage tanks an:! coal ]trda. Largo tires .,..re 

observed througllout tho target area, '!he next day US P-)8• s operated 

over Sardinia, dutroylng 12 onellf groun:led aircraft, bo:ablng a factory 

and hitting a &hip 1n the harbor at U ghero . l'ltty- !oUT 8-2S•s 

escorted by B7 P-)8•a struck at anemw shipping in the harbor at Olbl a, 

northeastern S&rdlnla . 'Dlrea largo and th.reo SIMll t~~omw .,.rchant 

vessol a ware hit and three (probobl)' six) intoreepting ono::o- plon .. 

deotroyod . one P-)8 was loot. That night 16 twin...,nginod enemy bo11bors 

raided Bono; no reports l:lave boon received aa to damage or casual.tiu. 

!SECK& I 
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A strong Japanese air force ot )6 twin-engtned heavy bombera and 

40 Zero fighters attempted to raid our airfield at Kunr.ll.111; on UAy lS . 

()lr warning service fUnctioned excellently and all of our fighter 

planes were in the air awaitins the attack . Four intercepUng US P-40' • 

caused the ene~• e bombing to be inaccurate , the majority of their bombs 

aisstng tho airfield . Two US bombers and a priloary trainer nre hit and 

burned . Tnnty-t•o P-40'• onpt;*l in a rUMing ti•ht as the enoJ:O' 

ntb:!re•, and our pilots shot down 13 (probably 21 ) eneJ:O' nrhteno and 

t•o (probaoly four) bombers wi thout loss . 

SOUTJ!l'IEST PACIFIC THEATER 

In his operations summnry for tho 24- hour peri od ending 1400 OCT, 

!Jay 14, General tlacArthur reports that 45 enemy planes caused minor 

dauge in raids on Oro Bay and Port Harvey . Allied planes intercepti.ng 

this mission shot down nino (probably 10) eneJ:O' fighters and aovon 

(probably 12) bo:lbera; two .t.Wod planes •ere lost . ()thor Uliod air­

croft errectivoly bombed and •chine-iW'I'Jed the ene11,7 airfield at 

Oas..ate (as already roported) a nd per!OI'IHd ainor ortenaivo lliaaione 

over N•• Guinea and islands to tho west. 

PACIFIC THRAT£R 

On lilly l), US airoraft attAcked Buin , scoring hits on a fro111\tor. 

'1!1& t evening !our oneCO" aircraft bombed our installations on Quadalcanal 



t 

' 

setting an ammunition dump on fire but causing no other damage . 

At least one enemy plane waa des t royed by our fighter s. '!'he enemy 

airfields at Kahili and Ballale were again heavily a ttacked by our 

bombers on l.!ey l4 , 

!SECIEE I 
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To elia1Jlat.e waste of anpowor an:! curt.a.il dupllo&tJ.on ot ertort, 

all senior conur.andora have boon direct.ed to ob~ain 'llllr Dopartl:lont 

approval before establishing special schools or training centers which 

require additional oqu1J!""nt or persomol. They have boon re"'inded 

that "'J>le f&C1lities for training of types COlClll)n to all theaters 

are available in the United States . 

1 . During Way 13, the advance of our troops on Attu was slowed 

by roc end ·~ resistance . Our aircraft attacked a barge loaded with 

eneii)T troops in Holtz Bay and alao dropped 100re ~nan four tons or boabs 

on ene111 installation• on tho ioland withou t encountering antiaircraft 

tire ; about lSO Japanese landed behind our tront linea near Holtz Bay . 

By ni&ht of !lay 13 the cargo or tho transports at Atw was approx1Joatel.7 

halt unloaded . Ono tra_noport, which hit a rock in uaaaacre Bay, is now 

beached. Soae lS tons of de110l1 tion boalbs were dropped on Kiska durin& 

tho - period. 

2 . The leader or the Gonnan force operating on the eaat coaat or 

Greenland bas boon brought t o Scorosb)' a prisoner arter boing dlsal"<<ICC 

by a Donish meaber of our sledge patrol which ho bad captured . I I 
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) , A dJ.rective has been issued tor tM movuent or tM 5th 

Anoo~ Div~aion (lllljor a.neral Ll>na!ord E. Ollvor) troa tM Tennessee 

lla.nouvor Area (po,..nent station, C&ap Cooke, California) to Pine 

Camp, Jlew York . 

4 , Orders MVo been issued tor tho IIOvtCient. of tho lOth AI"Cllred, 

80th and 83d Infantry DiY1o1ons to the Tennessee ll&neuvor Area tor the 

second series or caneuvora . 

S. An Anoy and Nary Staff Colle so has been estebllohed by the 

Joint Chiefs of Stair, and Uoutenant Oeneral John L. Dellitt, USA, 

and Captain !:. J . Foy, US!I1 MYe boon selected as C...--ndant and Deput-y 

c-ndant, respoctinl)o. Tho student croup will conaist or 60 percent 

Army a nd 40 per cent Nary and ll&rino of!icere of eorrespondJ.ng ronks of 

Ueutenent Colonel or higher , Approximately one - third of the students 

will be air officers. Initial instruction will be given at tho CCllllolf.Snd 

and General Staff School, tho ~>&val 'ILr College, and the Air Corps 

School ot Applied Tectice 1 respocti vel)>, !or tho benefit. ot otfieore 

of tho other services . For tho last two or tho four months I 1nstruc-

tion, tacilit i oa of Oeorgetown Un1voro1ty will be used. 

On 11&7 13, 88 B-17 1s or our 8th Air Force dropped 222 tona or high 

explosive bombs on the Potoz eircrat~ plant at Yeaulto which has boon 
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bWiily engaged in repairing and rebuilding Hal.nke1 , Dornier, arc! 

lleuorectu.ltt typo airplanes . Photocraphs of the attack indicate 

that tho target was completely covorod and obliterated . llne'O' air 

opposition wu ...Uocre, prol.11111nary reports listing el.iht (probably 

16) onomy planoa as destroyed; throe ot our bo:>be rs !aUed to rnurn . 

Excellent tighter support ns provided by ten squadrons o! RJ.F 

Spitfires. Coordinated with this attack, 31 B-17' s and 124 P-47 ' a 

attacked tho St. ()ller airfield , one or l:.ho ClOSt important fi&htor 

bases in northern Frnnce; ?4 tons o! high explosives wore dropped 

on the target; one B-1.? was destroyed . '!he latter attack marked 

tho debut or four now groups which hno just arrived in tho theater. 

NOR 'Ill AFRICAN 'lllEA TER 

In tho raid on the harbor and induotr ia1 ar eas at Cagl1ar1 

!.lay 1.), 10? heavy and 96 medium boaabsra and 202 fighter aircraft 

participated. 884 half- ton booobs wore dropped on the one"V' install&-

tions and •••oral ships wore sot a!i,.. in tho barbor . Other hits 

were oboorvod on tha sulmarino baso, docks, oil t.anks, and che;Ucal 

plant, and nino (probably 15) enemy pl&noa wore destroyed , One P-JS 

""s l011t . thirty to thirty- five on&IIIY bo"*>ora raided Algiora, !.lay 

1.); six were doatroyed by antiaircraft tiro and night !ightors. 

GESRFT 
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1 . Repl,ying to a War Department query, Oererel ~neeler reports 

tho t all air i'iold project• in usam are either unler way or are being 

started, that personnel and machinery are being di'lerted from t.ho Ledo 

road construct ion, and that the British Will accord him freedom of 

action at aU t imes to expadHe the completion of the missi on . 

2. On ~y 13, B-25 ' s of our lOth Air Force continued their 

attacks on enerzy railroads and airf'ields in central Burma, striking at 

Shwebo and "!hazi. Ten enemy planes inter cepted our attack on Thazi, 

two (probably four) being destroyed; one of our planeo is miosing . 

Six B- 24 • s ca11sed Widespread daoaga to anerzy pcr•er and communication 

facilities in the Moulmein area . 

SOUT!!\I'EST PACIFIC THEA '!ER 

In his operations su.mmary for the 24- hour p~riod ending 1400 OCT, 

!l.a.y 13, General l&acArthur reports that 22 Allied planes bombed and 

machine-gunned tho air i'ield at Qasmata; two anomy Cl&di >W bombe rs and 

one fighter were destroyed, and barges and antiaircraft positions ware 

b1 t . US heavy b01:1ba r$ caused explosions and tires at Wewak and Cape 

Oloucastar , and bombed airf'ields at Raballl With 110observed results. 

EnOO\Y air raids on Port llorescy and Dobodlll'tl caused no damage. 

Photographs showed 41. ohips at Raballl and aovon ships and 90 barge• 
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at wewak, ae well as many aircraft near both places . Allied patrol 

activity was successfUl in the llubo area . 

'!be com:nuniquo reports that on W.y l4 the at tacks on the Gasn>'l ta 

and Cape Gloucester airfield• were renewed, causing great des true tion 

particularly at Oasmate . 

PACIFIC THEA TllR 

1. T>renty- five ene"'Y fighter planes were intercepted over Guadalcanal, 

May 1.3; sixteen ene"'Y aircraft were shot down for a loss of five US planes . 

2 , The l47th Infantry Roeiment loft Guadalcanal for Samoa on 

l.:ay 12 . This is the first Army unit to bo stationed at Samoa, 'llllere it 

will relieve a Marl ne regimont , It is a non-<11 visional regi111ent and 

has been on Ouadalcanal for four or five months • 

11!···· 



I DAILY Ol'ERATIO!'AL ~u: J;nY 

:;o. 520 

0700 J.:ay 1) to 0700 lAY 1'•• 19a) 

I 



• I 

1/0RTH IJ!ERIC.\N 'n!El TBR 

D cussrrra 
OSD ~O <tor, 5-S-71 

us transports are now being unloaded at J. ttu . During llay 12, our 

airplanes dropped over 28 tons of demolition and fragmentation bombs on 

the enem;- installations in the Holtz Bay area, the airstrip, and 

Chichagof Harbor; some hits were observed. Strong antiaircraft fire 

was encountered and one of our fighter planes was ahot down. 

l . J. tw:l.n-enginod German bOJUbor was observed over Iceland on 

llay 12. 

2 . Conforming to a request by General Devers, the war Department 

is appointing llajor General Idwal H. Edwards as bis Chief of Staff. 

l!ORTH U'RICAN THEA TBR 

General Eisenhower reports that the prisoners taken by our II 

Cor ps so far total 37,998 of which 33,498 are German. Among the 

booty counted are 1 , 200 guna of all types and 200 tanks . 'llte last 

remaining enelt\Y elelr.ents in Korth Africa surrendered at 1145 lilly 13. 

J. con::nunique reports that on tha night of llay 12- lJ, British 

bo:nbers again attacked tho railroad yards and docks at Naples . On 

Kay 13 stron& forces of heavy and mediUJU bombers attacked tho harbor 

and industrial area of Cagl1ari, obtai.ning hits on several vessels, 
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one of 11h1eh WaG aeen to explode; nino en•IOY aircraft ~-ere dostroyod 

for a lose ot one of our oY~n . 'lbe same day a naval force succoss!\I,Uy 

bombarded Pantelleria, 

MIDDLE E.I.ST-<:ENTRAL AFRICAN 'lliE,\'lER 

Heavy bombers of our 9th Air Farce dropped more than 113 tons of 

demolition and incendiary bombs on Catania Harbor, l!ay 11, hitting 

the mole, destroying at l east three vessels , incl uding an ammunition 

ship, and shooting do~n two onel!lY planes . One US bomber was lost, 

ASIA TIC THEATER 

On l!ay l2 , bomber air craft of o~>r loth Air Farce cal>Oed considerable 

destruction along tbe riverfront and jetty area at Bassein, ~e three 

d1 rect hits w1 th half- ton bo:nbs on a railroad oridge 40 miles south of 

jjandalay, and dropped 96 - 100 pound de~~tolltion bombs on the l!andalay 

J railroad yards, destroying warehouses and rolling stock and hi tting the 

railroad stati on. P-40 1 s cont inued to har ass t he en&lllY in northern 

Burma, bombi.ng and machine-g~>nnl.ng t rails, supply dumps, barracks , and 

en•~~>Y-held towns . 

SOUTI!'/!liST PACIFIC nlEI. '!ER 

In hl.o oporation summary for the 24- hour per iod ending 1400 OCT, 

l.lay 12 , General Mae.l..rthur roports that seven B-25 1s bombed and machine­

gunned the enemy ai rfi eld at Fl.nachhafen, and four B-24 ' • started largo 



·' , 

f . 
' PHIUPPJNE 

·~ -~·!StANDS 

~ 'Q?W"' .CJ 
~om f"icial 'nton:ation ecoivo~ 
b:r 7 J .• ! . , • ;,:,• 1':, 1/:J 

D! CLASSIFI!B 
•OSD Lotter, 5-3-72 

: 

• • • r 
C>ROUNf ,. 

. 
' CIIICIT tS , ," 

1 H(W' ., 
' "• H£MIOfS • ·. ..... . . . 

. . 

'~w C4JfDONI4 

HAWAIIAN 

-· 



,., ........ O). tlll 
OSD Lo~tor, 6-8-?1 

fir es at SaWIIlak.k1 . Single llUod bolllbne a~tacked Qaor.ata, Capo 

Glouceator, and Sal&maua. An eno~ party .as auccesefully ambushed 

in tho IIUbo area, and forward llliod olelltnte have occupiod the 

rid~;o tour llilea southwest o! Sal.&llaua . A British !roial>ter, tor­

pedoed orr Now South Wales, roached port under hor mm power, 

PACIFIC TH!l6 'l'ER 

8-17's harassed OMJI\l' forces at Ballale and Kab111 on ll&y 12, and 

eight P-40 '• pert1c1patod in a Navy air utack against one~ inotella-

tiona near I!Und&. 
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A~ forces, operating in a dense fog, landed unopposed on At tu 

during the early hours of !Ia)' ll, following a reconnaissance and 

spearhead force 1!hicb had come ashore during t he night . By noon all 

of our assault force had landed and ""'" lll&eti ng with stubborn eneey 

resistance . Our troops , assisted lzy" naval gunfire which neutralized 

• enecy gun positi ons, have advanced 4 ,000 yards inland from the beach 

at llassacre Bay and 1 , 500 yards fro:n the head of the west arm ot 

' 

Holtz Bay. OUr t ransports, now in !lassacre Bay, are unloading. While 

heavy weather prevented heavy or accurate bombing of en~ inst&l la-

tions during the initial phase of the operation , conditions improved 

during t he day and our air force soon j oined in the effort to capture 

the i sland , 

'!he eneli\Y main camp, submarine base and rumray at Kiska were 

pounded during the day by .U.ssions 1!hich wore unable to unload their 

boQbs over At tu. 

EUROPW! 'n!EA TER 

During the weak ending !lay 9 , our 8th Air Force based in t he 

llnited Kingdom destroyed 11 eneey aircraft in aerial combat for a loss , 

from some unknown cause, of one P-47 . Si.u.lar figures !or the HAP are 1 

1? (probably 20) aneey aircraft destroyed tor a lose of 6o of t heir own, 
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Britisl:t and US planes deetroyed or damaged nine additional ene!I\Y air-

craft on tl:te ground . 

NOR'm AFRICAN mEA 'IER 

Col!lllluniques received from General Eisenl:tower• s co:xnmand post state 

tl:tat organized r esistance collapsed on !lay 12 a.nd l:tae now ceased. 

General Von Arnim, tl:te coQm8rtder of the AXis forces in TUnisia, was 

captured on !.lay 12 and it is estimat ed tl:tat prisoners captured since 

llay 5 total about 150, 000. Vast quantities of materiel of all kinds 

have been taken, a great deal being in serviceable condition. Naval 

forces are watching tho shores of Cape Bon peninsula t o prevent any 

escape of tl:te enemy. 

ASIA TIC THEA 'l'ER 

1. Nine B-25 '• of the l Oth Air Force, attacking a railroad j une-

tion 100 miles eouth of llandalay on !lay 10, scored many hits on the 

target . Eight other B-25 • s demollohed tho railroad sheds at :tWataung, 

ll'llst of llandalay. P-40 • s on harassing missions, bombed and machine-

gunned enemy-held villages near l(yitkyina. 'n'!e next day US B-25's 

attacked tho eno!I\Y railroad installations at two towns wes t of llandelay, 

obtaining many hits on tracks and rolling atock and in tl:te nrehous e 

areas . '!hirteen B-24 • s , bombing the oil r efinery at Syriam, near 

Rangoon, s tarted several large fires and destroyed one of four inter-

ceptine enemy fighter planes. 

SI!CRE I 
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2, Aerial photographs taken aftt r the IIBY 8 raid by the l4 th 

Air Force on tho Tl.en Ho and llhite Cloud airfields a t Canton, China, 

reveal that three large and six small enemy planes .'"ere burned and a 

r::ain hanpr and !oW" other buildine• in the operations area denroyed 

at the '1'1en Ho neld . 1lle runwa;rs at both a.irdroces were bedl.)' 

cratered. 

• SOUTHWESt PACIFIC 1l!EATER 

1 . In hh operations su:uary ror tho 24- hoW' period endin& 1400 

OCT, ~ 11, Oener&l l!acArthllr reports that eight US planes bollbecl 

OJ>8ll0' airf1olda near Raballl, atsrtin& tires viaible for sixty ailoa . 

ln the nor1.haaatern area other Allied planes bo:tbed and machine-gunned 

barge hideouu, and bldldinge at Arawe, Now Britain, and a now r11nway 

at Cape Glouceater. Koepang, Timor, woe oleo a t tacked, 

Ene~ bombers raided 1/erauko, Now Gllinea, ca11sina ao11e do.,.&• l 

a single eneiQ' tloat plane bombed an Allied conYoy off Cope W.aeel, 

ott northern All0tral1a, without reported ruult. 

2 . 'llle lllr Dopartll:ent has notified Generol lllcArthur tho t as a 

result of an agreement whereby the A110tral1an government ie to Curnieh 

gro11nd crewa, the air echelons and aircraft ot one Dutch B-2S aq110dron 

and one Dutch nahter sqll&dron will ba aont to hia theatsr durin& tho 

• ...,..,., 1lluo unito and aircraft a re in oddition to proYioua c-t-

110nt a to hio thea ter. 
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Lieutenant Oeneral Jacob L. Devers asoumed collllllBJ'ld of the EUropean 

Theater of Operations !lay 10, 1943. 

NOR'!ll APP.IC.t.N 11lEl TER 

1. By the night of May 11, Brl tish arn:ored forces hod cut the 

• neck of the Cape Bon Peninsula and , turning south, were threatening 

t he eneozy units north of Enfidaville . Infantry petrols are reported 

to have completed a circuit of the Cape Bon Peninsul a without encounter-

ing any major oppositi on . '!be f'rench continued to advance north and 

east o! Ughouan. 

our air attacks on Pantellaria and on eneozy shipping in 

Tunisi an waters conti nued. '!he aneozy forces northwoot of En!idsville 

and on Capo Bon were continually harassed by J..lliad l!lodium and light 

bOI!lbors; a large force of our beavy and medium aircro..l't a t tacked 

J.!aroala, Sici ly, starting many large fires in the railroad yards and 

the warehouse, harbor 1 and seaplane base areas . 

2 . During tho weak ending llay 7, our 12th J.i r Force in North 

J.i'ri ca destroyed 25 (probabl y 30) •••lilY planes for a l oso , from all 

c•usos, of 15 tighter planes and throe bombers; nine other t1W>ter 

planes and five bolllbors are lis t ed as llll.uing. During this period, 

US and British planes also deotroyed 29 on•lllY atr cra.ft on the ground. 
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SOUTHWEST PACITIC THEATER 

In his operations sun=ry for the 24-hour period e.ndi.ng :U.OO GCT, 

llay 10, General MacArthur reports that Allied planes carri ed out five 

attacks over northeastern New Guinea aocl New Britain, bombing roads , 

runways and bui1d1ngs ao:l machine-gwming enell\Y barges ar:vi barge hide-

outs . Other Allied ai rcraft hit at eneazy positions in northwestern 

J,'ew Cuinea and on islands t.·o the south, causing huge !ires at Babo, 

damaging- the wharf and dispersal areas, and destr oying at l east three 

grounded aircraft there. 

Japanese planes, stri.king at the Allied airfield at W.llingil:lbi 

for the sec on:! tlJ&e within t wo days , destroyed one Beaufighter, 

domagsd two others aocl sank n small Allied vessel off t he coast , Five 

Spitfires, intercepting the Japanese attock, shot down at least t wo of 

the ena"')' planes . One Spitfire was lost in this action, .l.n ene"')' air 

a t tock on W.lne Bay was ineffective, 

PAClF!C '!HEATER 

Three B-l7 1 s started fires on the ene"')' landing field at Kahili 

on May ll1 two 8-l7 •s attec.ked the Shortland Islands area with IU!known 

results. 

SECR£f 
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NORJ!I AFRICAN 'll!EI,TER 

ill enoq resistance in northern '!\l:niaia eoued llay 9; the Oennans 

ntgotiat.e<l an unc:ondi tioll&l surrender which included an avoeaent to 

cease destruction or uteriel, By 1800 llay 10 British aDD<~red units harl 

driven halfway acron t.he neck of Capo Bon Peninsula , ( A late e00111unique 

reports their arrival in tho outsk1rta o! !l&""""""'t) , '!'he French Corpa 

had advanced to a line running roughly northwost-southeaat through 

Zagbouan, and operations on tho front or tha British Eighth Arcy were 

reported as progressing satisfactorily. 

Boaben of the 9th llr Foree dropped 125 tons of de .. olition and in-

cood.iary bo:obs on t.he ene:oy ra1lroe.d and Corry instaUations a t llaasina, 

l.lay 9, hittins the tracks, roundhouao, and two ferries in the ferry 

slip . ApproxiJoately 25 onell!,)" planea a t taokod Allied shipping at Bone; 

there were no caaualtios, but several C1res were s tarted in the town 

and on Allied ships, 'l'!lat night, Britilh bolllbers pounded Palenao. on 
lla;; 10 Sicilian airlields were oo.bed, with hits obsened aaon& grounded 

aircraft, Allied planes continued their rel entless utaeka apinlt 

Pantellari& 1 and on aoe:oy troops on Cape Bon and sh1ppin& in '!\l:nisian 

waters . 

ASIA TIC DIE.\ 11!R 

l. On lla7? tight B-25 1s of tho lOth Air Force scored 12 hita on 

the JC71 tngo Brldca (aout.h o! llandal&T ) and ito approaches . on lla7 9 

seven 11-25'• or tho lOth Air Force etroct1voly botlhed tho berracka at 

zECRET 
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llayeyo (near llandalay), while six others success.!Ully attackod railroad 

yards in t hat vicinity, Our fighters flew harassing llll.Bsions in nort hern 

Bunu. 

2 . On !lay 10 eight P-.!,0 ' s of the 14th Air Force damaged four loco-

motives, three river boats, t wo t-ank cars , a flat. car loaded with t roops 

and equip:uent , a.nd at least f'ive trucks in an offen:Jive reconnaissance 

It mission over northern French Indo-China . 

• 

SOUT!fltEST PACIFIC TllEA TER 

In hi s operations summary for !lay 9 , General IUICArthur reports that 

US bombers attacked ene"'Y installations on !lew Britain and along the 

northeastern New Guinea coast . OUr dive- bo:nbers operated against enemy 

s t r ong points i n the IIUbo ..rea . B-24' • again boOib&d llanokwari, starting 

fires in the building and water ! rent areas and d.estroying one of three 

intercepting enemy fighters over the Kai I slands • 

Seven Japanese medium bQllbe rs, raiding Allied shipping and an ai r­

field a t loll.llingimbi (east of Darwin}, caused oUght d11Jll8.ge . 
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On !lay 8 and 9 illiod units continued tlloir reduet.ion ot enoJIIY 

re aiat&nce in northoaatom Tllnl.sia . Our armored units pushed oaot.-

nrd fro., Ferryville to overcome enemy reaiateoce between the Lac de 

Biurte 8Jid Porto Fllrl.n&, and on !lay 9 all Oeman !oreea in tllat 

general area, ineludin& panzer unita , two reg!Joents of artilloey, and 

• other ole.,.nte, aurrendored. 1!!e llS !oreo which bad sldrted high 

ground weot of Tebourbe joi.ned a t Ojeda ida w1 th British infantry 

advancing from tho southwest. A British armored division drove north 

troa Tll.nU, cleared tllo entire area o! onomy resistaJICe, eapturod 

IC&ny prisoners, and joined with our lst Araored Division near tho 

mouth of the lledjorda River. Two British armored diviaiona are 

moving southeast of TUnis against doaporato enemy rear-guard action , 

and to the oouthweat tho French have captured Z&ghouan, increasing the 

• threat to the ZOOJOa.inin g Axis forces Op~ing tho ad'fiUICe Of tllo British 

taghtb Army. Sineo tho 7th of Jlay, at least 50,000 prisoners hove been 

captured. 

During the per iod, Allied air forces continued their operations 

against enemy troope, vehielos and airfields, u well as their attecka 

on eno>O;T shipping. In tho heaviest concentrated bOCibing otrort of the 

North Atric:&n cupaign, 134 B-l71s, 90 •di\11 bombers, and 178 fi~tor 

planu dropped over SOO tona or bombs on the docks and induatrial and 

collllerc1al a.reaa or Palermo. Forty or our planes returned urlYJ ono 
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8-17 was oho~ d01111 over tho target area and tivo a-26•a are lllissina. 

Ho&"7 ant1&ircra!'t. tire ftl encountered . I. photo reconnaissance 

minion, dispatched to record tho results of tho bo:nbi.ng one hou.r after 

tho attack, reported that there waa nothin& to photograph except intense 

clouds o! smoke and ve1woes of duot, with the target otW eompletel)' 

obacured . 

• ASUIIC 'lllEAT£R 

• 

1. On l(.l.y 8, so von B- 24 • s o! the lOth l.ir Foree .. de a successfUl 

hiah-altitlldo attack on r&11road ~rds and a roundhouao at Rangoon . 

Eight B- 25 •• boobed a siding west of W&ndal&y, damagins 1oeoQotivea end 

tracks . Six others attacked railroad yards eouth o! llandal&y, scoring 

h1ta on tho yards, the station and ftrohouaes, and probably destro71ftg 

three Japanue tiehtora. P-40's destroyed a bridge in central SW'nll • 

2. 0'1 llay 8, siJttaen 8-24'•• ton B-25's and 24 P-40'• o! the 14th 

llr Foree made a coordinated attack on the '1'1enho airport, sbopa, and 

J'aetory, and on tbe .Utoe1oud llrport at Canton. llajor damte wu done 

to the enecy installations and 16 (probably 21) ene:101 aircraft wore shot 

down . Our lose was one B-25. 

Eish~ Japan••• airplanea be- OW' a1:rcl.rcaa at Suic!Dr&n 

(aoutheaotarn Ch.ina)l tho result& wore not reported, 

Next day, P-40' • machine-sunned one,.y sh.ippin& in northoaatom 

French Indo-China and deatro;red two 1oeooooti voa. 
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SQU'J1l11EST PACIFIC '1!1£1. 11>R 

In hie operatioM euomary for ~he 24-hour period ending 1400 OCT 

lla;y 8, General ll&cArthur repor~s t.ha~ nino B-2S•a and l4 fighter planes 

boabed and achine-gunnod a small ~roop-ladon transport and a corao 

voeeel near llldang leaving both bu ming and e1nk1ng, doo~ro;yed one 

aneq !l.ghtar plano on the ground, shot down another and aloo attacked 

I eno~~Q"-held villages 1n ~he area. US B-17•o attacked tho Vunakanau 

airfield a~ Rabaul with unobserved results and bombed and aachine -gunned 

eno111 installations aloll& the north coast or lin Britain. Australian 

Hudson bo:nbero attacked Tilllika and Langgoer . 

PACIFIC 'JlW,TER 

Two B-24 1 o raided Kahil1, B&llale and F&uro Island on ~he ni&ht 

of II&)' 6-7 . '11le next da;y one or our planes 11cured a hU on a Japanese 

1 deatroyer in tho Gho anchorage and eo"" JS US aircraft bo:obed !t!UndaJ 

one of our planes fallod to return. 
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Tho llillr Department instructed senior CCIMI&ndors that tho President 

ot the United States is &JUticuo that evecy ottort be made to preserve 

the locl.l archi ... s in towns and aeats or COYOrn:oent occupied b7 our 

torces, in order to avoid the great loss, inconvenience and trouble 

which resulted from the deotruction of ouch archives in occupied terri-

tory in past wars. 

!!§STERN f!EIIISPI!ERE 

uchitka-baaed US pl&nu made six raids on Kisi<D. a.nd six on Attu 

during !lay 7, scoring hits on t.be ""in cup and 111lltacy installations 

at IiskA, and on tbe cup area and gun positions at Attu. Over 60 tons 

or bo!!lbs wore dropped . 

E!!ROPEI.!I 'f!!EA 1'ER 

On !lay 7 an unidentified airplane ,., reported over Iceland . 

NOR 'Ill AFRICAN Tl!EA TER 

As a r..,ult ot lllled op..-aUons on !lay 7-a, eDOIQ' !orcas in north-

eastern 'l'lm1a1a have been splU into t.broo pockets nth tha •in group 

defending the Capo Bon Peniruoula, a second eroup operating batnen 

Bizerte and Tunis, and a third practically necligible force isolated 

wut or Short&. '!!lore •• conaidorablo local activity on tho Eigbtb 



D!CLASSIPID 
05D lot<e" 6-S-?~ 

Amy front; uny prisooors and much material being taken. 

The British and American advances on the north, and tho French 

advance on tho southwest, continued during llay 8. Allied t roops poured 

into gaps bet ween the separate enemy pockets of r osis tanco, fllrthor 

compressing enemy positions . At least 20,000 prisoners have been taken 

since the evening of !lay 5. 

Throughout llay ? .t.lliod bombers of all classes maintained continu-

• ous pressure against the enemy witl:v:lrowing on roads in tho TUnis area . 

Enemy motor concentrations and airfields wore attacked with considerable 

success and constant. fighter sweeps were ude over tho fonra.rd areas. 

Tho small- .scale enellij" air activity was completely unable to meot our 

attacks. Enemy shipping in tho Gulf of TUnis ""s again attacked, a 

communique stating that 17 obips were sunk, a destroyer loft burning, 

and several other vessels bit . The previous night , ..tlile British 1/orth 

African bombers were attacking docks and shipping at Trapani, lllied 

aircraft frCX!I Malta were conducting a similar attack on uarsala. 

on the night of llay ?-8 and during the following day, Allied air 

operations agaioet enemy troops, vehicles and airfi elds in Tunisia, 

as well as attacks on enelll)' shipping in the vicin.ity, continued on the 

previous heavy scale. A strong force of Allied bombers and fighter­

bo~bers a lso made a destructive raid on Pantellaris, bitting several 

enelll)' airplanes on the ground. 

S&iiR£1 
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On llay 6, 51 or Ceneral. Brereton• 5 heavy baabers again pwll.shed 

the Itoli&n port or ~ggio di Calobria with IIOTe than 114 tOM or high 

explosives and incendiaries . One or t wo merchent vessels, which were 

hit, exploded violently. our crows describe this reid u the aost 

sueeeaotul tc data; intereeptin& l1clltors and anUoireraCt Ciro caused 

the loss of one ot our oireratt, but i t s crew was roscuod ~ a launch 

croa llalto. 

AS!.\ TIC THEA 'I'ER 

On llay 6, B-25° 1 or tho 10\.h Air Foree t.ttoeked railroad install&-

tions tc the south or llamaley. '!'he nut d•y au B-24 • 1 dropped over 

1) tons or dot:10Ution bolllbs on the railroad yards at Toungoo (central 

Burma) starting a lerge Cire. OUr P-t.O•• bCIIbed and atrottd Japanese 

positions in northern Buroa. 

SOU'Illl!EST PACIFIC THE.\'I'ER 

In h1a opera tiona su;:;;;;JU"f Cor tbe 24-hour period ending 1400 OCT, 

llay ? , O.neral llaeArtbur reports that Allied baabers success tully 

attacked IOOJOY installations at llodang, B&bo, and the Penroei oirCiold 

(Tiaor). 1!1ts nre observed in all target orou and extensi ve damaco 

81!Cit24 
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n o caused. Australian d1 ve - bcxnbero supported Allied ground u.n1ta 

near IIUbo. '!'l<o Ja~neso tighter noo.t planes i .nterceptod 1'1va 

Australian tl\lelaon bcxnbers south of Dobo (J.roe rs . ) ; one Hudoon was 

shot down. Photocrapbs taken over ll&nokwari on llay 6 indicate that 

our bombers caused extensive damage to ene:q stores in their attack 

that day. 

P.\.CIFlC T!JEAIEB 

Seventy~aeven US airplanes attacked t he antiaircraft poa1t1ona , 

rumra;ya, buU.Unga and d~~.<~P• at IIUnda on tho 110rning of llay 6, dropping 

high explosive and incendiary bollbs and thoroughly :achino-gunning the 

area . An onOJIIY airplane was shot down that afternoon • 



I no. Sl4 

07X> lillY 7 to 0700 l.!A;r 8, l9!oJ 

CO! ' FOR 

I 





• 

WFSTERN HEMISPHERE 

D!CLASSitfD 
OijD Lotter, 5-3-78 

During the 24- hour period ending 0600 GCT, Yay 7 , our airerart 

dropped nine tons of bombs on eneazy posi tJ.ons in the Kiska area, and 

1~ tons of bombs on the camp sito and antiaircraft positions on Attu . 

Hits were observed on all targets. Enelllf shelters on Rat Island (east 

of Kiska) were machine- gunned . Late reports state that 261 tons of 

bo:nbs ...,,... dropped on Kiska on ll&y 51 instead of 5t tons as previously 

reported . 

NORTH AFRICJ,N 'DlEA TEl\ 

on May 6 in an outstanding day of conti nuous air action, a t least 

25 enemy eurrace erart were sunk in eneazy harbors, including !lar sala 

and Trapani, and three destroyers, two merchant vessolo, four ferries 

and several eaaller cra£t were sunk and two destroyers and t wo .IZ)Qrchant 

vessels were damaged in the Sicilian Straits, Tne harbors at Tunis and 

La Goulette were bombed, other oneey installations were battered, and 

J2 (probably JS) enemy planes were destroyed, From all these operations 

1.3 A.llied planes are J:ll.ssing . Approx:!.lllately two-tlrlrdo of the 6J? tons 

of bombs dropped by our planes were in direct support of our grCIUnd 

units. 

jl 

A. la~e communique from General Eisenhower' • headquarters indicates 

that, greatly aided by those air operations, the U llod advance ~ontinuod, 

.... ting heavy rosistanee at aoany points. Ferryville 'lfllS captured by 

SECICZ I 
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elements of our lot Armored Division which pushed on and entered Bizerte 

at 1615, May 7; British armored units also pu:>hed forward and entered 

Tunis at 1A50 . F\trthor south French forces captured Pont du Fahs and 

the conmanding terrain oast of this town . There was considerable local 

activity on the Eighth Army front . !!any prisoners and much materiel 

have been captured. 

• IIIDDLE WT-CENTR.U. AFRICAN THEATER 

Duriog April, Oeneral Brereton's heavy bo!llber s dropped over 868 

t ons of bo:nl>s on the harbor and port facilities, shipping a.nd airfields 

in Itely and SiCily, destroying or damaging 85 ene'l)' airplcnes, sinking 

one (probably five) tankers and damaging t"IIO more . His medium bombers 

dropped 410 tons of demolitions on enemy motor columns, tanks, railroads, 

airfields, and ground installations. 9th Air Force fighters dropped 129 

tons of explosives on ground targets in addition to destroying 101 

(probably 107) aircraft, sinkiog three destroyerS and ooe ferry and 

damaging !our more destroyers and t110 small boa to . In all those opera­

tions five 8-24•s, three 11-25's , and 26 P-40 1 s were lost . 

A$IA TIC TilE.\ '!ER 

1. Eightoon 8-24' s ot tho lOth Air Force successfully attacked 

railroad yard• on tho Rangoon-)landalay railroad on !lay 5; many direct 

hits nro obsorvod in tha target areas . US modiu:n bombers at tacked 

el!eP\Zl 
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oil tanks and warehouaes 20 miles west or ),fyitkyina . on llay 6 , el."'t 

B-25' s attAckinu t.he railroad junction two miles south of l(yitkyi,na 

hit the Jll&1n tracks and st.ert..d tires in the warehouse •re•1 nvo B-24' s 

dropped thirt.1 balE-ton bombs on the OMliAr plant at lilllltu ( 2S .Ueo 

northwest ot Laabio) 0 our nshtsrs continued their barassins llissiona 

against around tarsats • 

2 . On May 7 two waves or Jap bom~rs attacked our advanced air­

drome at X~onehow (southeast Cnina), interception was unsuccess tul1 t.he 

dall&ge has not 1et been reported •• 

SOU'1!fi!!SI !'.I,CIFIC '!!!E4 'I'ER 

In his operetions SUJ:Imllry ror the 24-hour period ending 1400 CCT, 

llay 6, Oensnl llaeArthur reports that tive 11-25's, attacking llanokwari, --
caused largo explosions and fires, and it 1o believed that the entire 

northwest section o! the toll'l no dostro)'ed . on the return trip our 

bo:obero dropped incendiaries on ~· Nina en~~~~Y beached noet planes 

were destro)'ed in the J.roe Islands b7 a1x Auatrali&n Be&ut1Kt>ters and 

a lugger carcyins eneli!Y troops was II&Chine-cunned and sunk . 'three us 

medium bombers started tires at D11l1. Our d1 ve-bc:Dbors continued to 

support the Allied units operating i .n the IIUbo area . 

s£CR2¥ 
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PACifiC '!!!A 1'S!I 

On II&Y 6 , sixteen US fi&htor planes 1\eavi)Jr mcb.ine-gunned Vella 

La vella in the Now Georgia Ialan<la , 

• 
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WESTERN !!Elll5PHER& 

€55 RET . ... 
~'II 

Durina tho ~w~y period ending 0600 Yay 6, our lith .Ur Porco 

in Alaska dropped over 5i ~ns or bolobs on ~e rod&r and building 

installations and cun cplaceunts on liolca, and over 26 t.on.o or 

do1110lltion bollbs on At.~u, hitting antiaireran CUD positions and the 

enemy tent camp. The ene~ lnst.ella~lons at Attu wore also lll&ehino­

gunned by our planes rrom low altitudes, probobl:r causing aomo 

eaaualtios to personnel and damage to tho positions . 

1 . A.no~er unidontl.Iied airplano was reported over Iceland on 

lfay 5 . 

2. Lt. Oon •• Jaeob L. Devers has boon designated to replace L~. 

Oen. Frank 11. Andrews as Co:mMndlng General, European "n\oator or 

Operations, and will leave ~e Unitod St.et.es on llay 8 . Tbe tuporary 

theater c-er, .,.j. Gen. I'. s. loy, baa been directed ~ doaip>at.e 

llaj . Gen. I. H. Edwards, tbe a r Depertooont•a ASsiltant Chief o! St.e!!, 

G- 3, (now 1n England) as tho Acting Cl>ior or Sterr !or tho European 

"n\eater. 

NOR'l'H AfR!CA!I 'nW,WR 

!Delli)' eountoratt.ec:l<s on lillY 5 a&&lnst our II Corps were apiJ\ 

unsuccess!Ul. 'the British ropi:lod tho iaportant hill .aes nortboaat 
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of lledjoz .... l - Bab am a local attack b)' US troops captured part of tho 

hill south of Garaet Achkel. '!he next day o\1r II Corps advanced on a 

wide front against strong opposition. The remaining enemy forces 

were p11Shed out of the hills north and northeast of l!ate11r, the British 

First Army rosumod the offensive south or tho Yedjerda River capt11ring 

l!assicau.lt, and a French drive directed on zagho\1&n was progressing 

satisfactorily although meeting with stiff resistanco . 

'!he Allied air forces, intensifying their operations with the 

ret11rn of good weather, supported 0\1T gro11nd troops, patrolled the 

forward aroas, sank three enei:IY mercllantmen1 including one large .ship 

probably carrying ammunition, damaged two others , bombed the harbor s 

of La Goulette and TUnis, and pounded enemy landing fields, destroying 

or damaging t.4 enemy planes. An enemy destroyer was blown up in the 

course of a shipping sweep over the Ou.lf of Tunis, and harbor installa­

tions in northwestern Sicily were heavily attacked, & nWllber of vessel s 

there being damaged . Enelli,Y planes were active over Enfidaville; llato\1T 

was bombed nine til:lcs on May 5. 

,\SU TIC THE.\ 1'Sl\ 

Fourteen B-24's or the loth Air Force heavily damaged tho TOungoo 

airdrome and railroad yards in southern 8\l.rma, l!ay 4, possibly hitting 

tho railway station. On lilLy 5, ei ght B-25'• bombed the II.Yl.ngy&n railway 

SECI<ET 
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yards (60 miles soutlnrest of l!ilndalay), scorin& hits on the railroad 

tracks and sheds and completely destroying the turntable. 

SQI!TmiEST PACIFIC '!!lEA 'l'ER 

1n his operations sum:nary for the 24- hour period ending 1400 OCT, 

May 5, General MacArthur reports that Allied ground t r oops captured a 

native village four miles southwest of Sal amaus, forcing tho enem:y to 

the northeast. Six B-25•s started large f ires at Toalll (Kai rs.) and 

an Aus t ralian bomber attacked the onoJll¥ airfiel d at Timika . An enOI!Iy 

submarine torpedoed and sank a Norwegian freighter off New South Wales. 
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EUROPEAN THEATER 

o~ ... t.lt.: IF ._1:; 
SD t e\tor, ~18 

1. 'l'wo German two-engined b<>mbero and ono unidontitied airplane 

were obserwod over Iceland on ~ u. 

2 . Durinc thAI '"'ek e nding ll&y 2, plano• or our 6tb Air Force 

destroyed 16 (probably 2U) enoooy riahtar planes . !W-ing tho ...... 

period.., loot seven B-17'• and two P..u7'• · Wost or these caau&ltioo 

occurred during tho Uay 1 attack on St. Nazaira . 

J . II&Jor General 'If. S. Key, Provoet W&rehal Gener al, ETO, 

aasumod c_,d ot the European Theater ot Operations, llay J, 19UJ, 

upon tbo death or Lieutenant General Franlc w. Andrews. 

NORTH AFRICAN THE!. TER 

1. On lily u, one~J~Y attempts to puah back tho French rorcaa 1n 

tl1o north, and to regain CC>:IlOlAZldinS terrain 1n the center and oouth 

were unncceoet'IU, at least U enoooy tanlce being destroyed in the 

area northout or lledjez-el-Bab. n.e ._ eholled llataur dur~ the 

day and his air actirlty, on an incr .. aed ec&le, was larsel;y directed 

againot our cround troops 1n thie area. .Uthougll unravorablo weather 

hampered our air orrort Allied rliore pounded land targeta 1n tho 

Zagllouan .,... and continued their rJ.iht&r eweopa and shipping rocon­

naiaaance a1u1on. Over .36 tona ot do:>ol1t1ona ftra dropped Cll'l 

•SECI<LiiO 
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tho harbor at Reggio di Calabria, southern Italy, and 16 tons of 

bombs on Taranto; IIW>y bits were observed in tho target areas. 

2 . During the week ending April .30 the 12th .l.ir Force destroyed 

22 (probably 25) enemy a.irplanes in the air plus nine on the ground . 

In the sue period we lost seven bo:nbers and 16 fighter aireraft from 

aerial engagements, antiaircraft fi.re , and unknown causes . S.Lnila.r 

figures for the RAF are 26 (probabl y 29) enemy planes destroyed for a 

I loss of six bombers and 21 fighter planes • 

.3. Replying to '/ltlr Department queries , Geoeral Eisenhower esti-

mates that !'rench infantry divisions and truck companies will require 

two months to complete their training after the receipt of American 

equipment. '!heir existing amored reglments, reconnaissance, tank 

destroyer , and antiaircraft bat tallons should be allowed three 

months . Tho combat efficiency to be reached by those units will 

justify their employment in any type of operation except -.here landings 

are i .nvolved . Existing !'ranch units equipped nth French materiel 

will be suitable only for line of communication or similar employment; 

the French consider that their troops thus equipped should be employed 

in operations only as a last resor t . Their efficiency has been loY, 

pertly because of their knowledge that other French units hove new us 

equipment . 
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on 1/ay 4, 10 B-25 • • aga.in at tacked t he enemy railroad installations 

in the general II&)'IIIY'O- I!andalay area. Hits l<ere scored on machine shops, 

engine sheds, and railroad caro . 

SOUT!!IjEST PACII'IC THFJ, 'lEI\ 

In his operation. summary for the 24- hour period ending 1400 GCT, 

llay 4, General l!ac.t.rthur reports that aix B-24'•• attacking the town 

and shipping at WO>rak, scored t wo hita on a mediWII merchant ve,.e1 

which l<&S left listing and smoking; enemy fighter resi stance was e.n-

COWltered. Six other B-24's attacked Babo in northwestern New Guinea, 

starting large fires in the barracks and buildings areas, destroying 

one grounded enemy airplane , and shooting down one (probably two) out 

of six intercepting enemy float planes. Allied reconnaissance planes 

bombed and machine-gunned enei!G' targets of opportunity. r 
In the May 2 attack on IJI.rw:in, f i ve (probably nino} enemy fighters 

and one anOmy bomber were destroyed, instaad of three (probably five) 

eneii\Y fighter• as previously reported. 
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l , During tho 24-hour period erdl.ng 0600 OCT May 4, Canadian and 

us fighters and us bombers dropped l4 tons or dQlllOli tion and fragmenta-

tion bo:nbs among tents i .n the main camp area, on gun positions, and 

near the radar installations at Kiska. 

2. An unidentified airplane was reported over the southern tip 

of Greenlend on l!ay 3. 

J , Directives were issued for the movement of the 4th Armored 

Division (llajor General J, S. Wood) from Camp Young, California to 

Camp Bowie, Texas and the 9th Armorod Division (l/ajor General J . 'If, 

Leonard) from Fort Riley, Kansas to Camp Young, Cali fornia, for perma­

nent change of station. 

EUROPEAN 'll!EI. 'I'ER 

Sixty-five B- l?•s dropped l 62i tons of high explosive bombs on 

indUBtrial targets, 1ncludJ..ng the Ford and General llotors plants, in 

the Antwerp area during daylight houra !lay S. En amy antiaircraft and 

figjlter opposition was sligjltJ preUminary reports indicate that six 

(probably ten) ene::)y fighter planes were destroyed, All of our bombers 

returned oafaly, Sixty-nine P-47'•, flying their llrst support mission, 

assisted the w1 thdrawal of our bolllber s . One ene,.y plane wao destroyed 

and one P- 4? was lost, but not duo to enemy action. A diversion aweep, 

by l l B-24 1 • and 19 B-17 ' •• supported by 49 P-4? 1 e, was uneYentful . 

secawr 
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DECLASSIFIIII 
OSD Letter, b- 3-?2 

By midnight of )lay J -4, French and US units pushing towards Bizerte 

along the northern coast bad advanced to within 14 miles of t he city, 

No eneJey forces are lcno"" to be operating wes t of the Tine River or tbe 

Garaet AChkel except for Slllall isolated units which are being mopped up. 

Elelll8ntS of our lst Armored Division are concentrating in the llateur 

area and our lot Infantry Division is attacking eastward toward Tebourba . 

No other major acti vity was reported. 

In pr eviously unreported air adasions for llay J , US B- l? •s and 

P-40•s banbed the eneJey airfield at Protv111e, and Oeneral Brereton ' s 

bccbers started large fires on the jetties at llenzel Teadme and bombed 

and machine-gunned bridges, buildings and docks . Allied anti-shipping 

swaeps were uneventful . other than a adnor attack by enemy fighters 

against Allied ground forces near Oouballet and s:nall patrols in the 

Tunis and Tobcurba areas, there wao little enemy air activity for the 

day, 

ASIA TIC THEATER 

l. ,l,ccording to a delayed report, shipping and air installations 

in the vicinity of Rangoon were repeatedly attacked by heavy banbero 

of the lOth .lir Foree between April 27 end !lay 1. Docks and warehouses 

wer e damaged and a small vessel, hit with 500-pound bombs, ia believed 

to have been sunk. One B- 24 is missing •• a r esult of interception by 
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OSJJ Lotter,. !Hb?ll 

On llay 2 el even B-25 '• in an attack on tho railroad yards a t 

Y""taung (20 miles wast of llandalay) dropped 13 tons of bombs, hitting 

tracks and rolling stock . One r eturning plane crash-landed twol ve 

miles from i t s base . The same day US P-40 1 s , aeoioted by one B-25, 

made extensive attacks in northern Burma on railroads, bridges, and 

ene~-held towns , destroying two bridges with half- ton bombs, causing 

tires , and damaging rolling stock and ootor vehicles. 

Eight B- 25 '• bombed tho dock area at sagaing (near llandalay) 

on llay J ; nine other B-25 ' s scored hits on the rei.lroad station and 

wsrehouse at ltYingy&n (some 60 miles southwest of llandalay). 

2 . On !lay 4, 18 B- 24'• of tho 14th Air Forco bombed eno~ dock -y--~/"' 
inst allations and an oil refinery at Hainan Island, achi eving canplete 

SUfl'rise, encountering heavy but inaccurate antiaircrart !iro, and 

observing good results. One B-24 was lost and one force l anded on its 

return. Nino B-25 's and 19 P-40 ' s accompanied this mission initial ly, 

turning off at a designated point to bocb t ho dock installations a t 

Haiphong, Indo~hina . Good effect was believed obtainad . 

SOU'!lf/IEST PACIFIC 'lllEU"EI! 

In his operations s~ry for the 24- hour pariod ending 1400 GCT 

llay ;J, General llacArthur reports that our ground forces attacking ene"\Y 

positions near 11\lbo have encountered strong resistance. In air 

sttCR& 
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operatioruo , !our &-2S ' • atra!ed the NnW&)', disperoal areas and buildings 

at G&u.ata . RllP lle&ll1'1&htera which per!o.-cl a al.cdlar a1aa1on at 

Pan!oei &1 rclr""" at Koepana on the afternoon of !lay 2 1 reported the 

clostruotion of t wo bombers ancl two fighter aircraft. 

PACIFIC TI!EA T£R 

On lla)' ) , 1n an attack on Rekata, sa us aircraft mehine-gunnecl 

ancl bombed antiaircre!t positions, builclin~ts, ancl bivouac areas, 

etarting one large tiro 1 no planes wero lost. The next clay three &-24' • 

clroppocl a total of )8 300-pound clemol1t1on bombs on ~ ancl Rekata , 

etartina another large tire. 

iii!CRE I 
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t•n l~tter, f -8-?1 

Durin& the blo-<lay period ending 06oO GCT 1147 3, our lUh Ur 

Foree sent aix1Aen aissiona or !il!)ltera, !igllter- bQI!lbers and boabers 

over l{iaka and .l.ttu. FiCty-eeTen tona of duol1t1oo and .crapontation 

ballbs were dropped on the one1111 installations. Several gun positions 

and bu1ld1RiS were destroyed and an IMIIIY eube~arine was believed to 

have been h1t and damaged; one or our tighter planes did not return. 

NOR'll! AFJUC.llt m!AT£R 

On tbe .omi"i or 1147 3, reeonnaiaaanee units o! our lot Ar.orod 

DiTision entered lloteur and contil'luod to adn.nee to tbe l'lortheast and 

northwest. To the north other units o! our n Corps, eont1nu1ns their 

push t o the east, have forced the en~ to evacuate all or hie !orward 

positions. Britilh troops in the center are being regrouped; the 

division '*'icb hoe been •"i&&od constantlY 1n !terce fisl>tina northeeat 

of lledj8&-el-Bab haa been rellued b7 a eo~~p&r&tively !rash unit. Con­

siderable artille..,. and patrol aet1T1 t7 •• reported on tbe lront of 

the Britieh £1&hth Ant¥· Du.ring the poet two da,ya en81111' air activit,. 

has been on a vary low scale, o!!anaivo raids being carried out in the 

En11daville area and emall dofeneiTe patrolo being reported over Tunis 

and tbe b&tUe tl-ont. tile large-scale Ullod operations were pre-

noted by the wea tbar, 11&7 2, our !ichtara and !11!)1ter~ra nre 

actiTe ap.1nat eneq eh1pp1ng and aelectod cround targeta in the battle 

seC At< 
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area. OUr ....U.ua booobers concentrated their attacks against ene107 

tanks . Wl.th better weather condition• on llay 3, us B-17 •• and P-.)S•o 

boabed t.he docko at Bizerta, ocorin& n..erouo direct hita on port 

installations . OUr 1118d1\llll bombers wmod t.heir attention toward the 

re..aininC one.,., airtieldo in northeaotern 1'Unl.e1&; burato were oboorved 

...,ng grounded onn;y &ircra tt.. 

Five 8-24•s, WUlble to attack oneJey' shipping ott Rangoon, llay 1, 

dropped 45 quarter-ton bCOlbe on an airfield ooutlmln o! the cH7. 

'!'he ..aj ori ty of the bombs hit in tho target area . 

SOU'!!!!EST PACIFIC I!!F.UER 

!n his operations SUlllmllry for tho 24-hour period ending 1400 OCT, 

11&7 2, Oonerel llaCArthur roporta that 21 - •d1um boobers coTored 

by 25 tisllters raided our airfield at Darwin during the morning, cauaing 

oUght .U.ge. '!'hi rty-two Allied planes J.ntarcepted and destro7*! three 

(prohab1y five) ono-r tightero . Fourtaen o! our planes were lost over 

tho sea due to combat and tuel shortaae. Dutch B-25 ' •, operating we at 

ot !lew Guinea, diaporsed va .. ols of a aall onoiQ' oonToy ott Toeal, 

cauoing one ship to run aground, and bombed the Pen!oei airdrOllle at 

loopana, atartin& tires in t.ho nma7 area . WP .l~'• •&&in boabocl 

and •chine-gunned enOJIQ' poai tiona in the IIUbo area . 

£Eii!h tE I 
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ll!CLAUtftll 
OlD Le;\er, 6-8-11 

7 l . b in• -un 

~ .. ~.:.n .~ >l'il Qcncr 1 utl r • ~ 111. J.lt terce i:;oo ;>eU ov r 

7 tens s c~ Attu L~ r1 Qle -2 .. ~ cno P-L) Rre lo t . 

bone llt r.1 ' r.L were e;lcounto•·od ~~~ tho eJr . 

St . !lll.ul.ru urin .!a l1 lot •. ou.-:s 'I l ; cloud c r>.ll.tl. • ·~-v tod 

ar 1 r-r ln tn•..c:u;U. on t:. row m l:'i ; lnt.ense t.1 ircra!l. tire 

om encount.or :l over :st . St.t:un or OW' ~~,;.J,JCT.S f:~llud to :-otarn . 

A divcrs.lc.n llss.:..or. o ..U' a \.,lth S it_i l"Q c cort. alcn t t:oast o: 

t.. rc~t cninsula ma tmcve.. • !\J. . 

~·:v rAl 'll.nor ene:c> countoratl.ac:ks '""'' rc. ortod • '1 l , all or 

W1 Cb .. o.'O ultJJ...a:.el'; WlliUCCO.Bfu).. }'rene)! I:JUtO , Oj.Cra1.1nc wltct• 

the control or ct1r II Ccr _,.. , :an patroll d to wl.t.!. 1n 19 niles r 



Blzcrt6 . l·roqueut e.ir s-aoopa over t!.e Cul!' of :Unit ~f!.d tho Sicilian 

;:nodiu.a b~bor r..t.t.t.c..;s in ISUJi>OM. or our groW\d un:!.ts T.oro .n ·ai n Wl-

opposod . Tho lS Jrd Infan~r;t Divioion ls na.: enroutc to Con.sto:.tino 

fl";m Qr an . 

On April 29 oi ·htcon 3-~~ ' o of the lOth Air rorce :>ttae<:cd r<lilro<.d 

bridt!03 a:!d in.ot\'.l.lLt..ions Zit l::_litn ... e t.1u:l nine !1- 241 ... scorGd rJ.ts on the 

doct:s at. .:.nn-oon. Tho next t:a:" seven IJ- 2/.' s and t.er. t:!- 25 ' a searoJ hit.s 

on the "'iokte!.k ViO.dl:Ct , rour :J- 2:5 15 hit the l':.tilrood yards at ~:1'T<'O e.uJ 

po!Jitions m.:i ln.st.r.:llo.tions in nort!,Cl71 iN,rna . 

'I'l;.onty- four J~panese planes rai ded our airfield at Lin.·l.:..nc, sou~h-

·,.ectern C .. iNl, !.:t-~- 2; a £innl rC?ort has not been receivod but it WU!J 

bcli c \'00 no d3::!ll~e wau caueed ow- insbllutions . Six eut1:1:. aircraft 

;c l'C !Jhot do\'tn . 

In hia optsr' t.i ons 6\.lllr..ar::· tor the 21.- hour pol"iod ondinr ll.uv GCT, 

8658:Ci!f 
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OSD Lotter, 6-!-71 

:.u. t.er-to 

IJ'stdlla•iom O.''l ~len . 

1t.a t'o o~ rv on ,t!a.lrcrnrt. rs!.t!.OJ 

2 . 11.o ... IX ru t1...'1c:ll hAa n<rt.l .i.e oon1.or ... cwm.ncl rs •"' t the 

n; . !n subst.ar.co. t.h\s 

•1 - 11 1' t1 ;,:oc . , lo~ c.- ou!Cl>; 

111.11 bo -:nON r to l- U~ t:. loeU t. .at , a1..dl r to trf7 

pt~ct•co . 

) . 'l'h UArtors OJ Ll Xlli Co:pa hA.a <leer. t.r11.u. • r fJ\! fro: 

rovld nco, ... :d Ial !, to Fort u ?oa~ , Oola n . 

arto.:! o·. r Ico!.and " ril >J. 

t e.!.no.l r.t e!! irA 0.1 A.Jrll ) .. 1 tauain l..G r -:e axplo91ona and fir es . 

Fi·l,•ot' bombo ra, in eix: is:rlono O\'or l\l..nislAn waters, u.:1k acav~ral 



ll!~·· 2 

e.'.o!·t.s by ene~ convoy cncort a.i.: ... ro.rt. , dct -;:;.v bea: notod c.ri t.ho 

(JC::It ! , lnyr . An IO:nt li :ht CI"HiB~r, hlt, thl~Oa t ncs , \, D lo!'t bunll.n 

Ol>joc~!voc 1a l'ror.l or IJ1o Britlab Hrc~ At• .' ,,,,.., bo.aecl t.lo?Ut L 'or­

f•runcl . Uvo (probably ocrtcJ ) em: j>lA. a ,.r• shot ""'"' ono - 14 

~ thre Allled t1 , ~:- ~!A.:c:s nN lOG .. . 

Brl '11.1101' Ge o;':ll Cl nn hruJ , .• ort 1 th. L d . .rinr l.~rll, our 14th 

loos of o" I S lana . 

!n h.1a oper tiona owr~:· ror u, 21.-~ow- rlod erd lnc l4UO CCf, 

A;oril J?, l<Jntrol ac.\rthur raporeo th>t o.l.x I. otroli:Uo t•vu "" bcru 

4-..J i .. lo \ S a-2/.•s, en recon:. 1!" ... D.:lce 1 1o:1 .. , oo :.m L&a , 61d the 

1 oeester a1r!1eldc . 

l . on I. rll 2:1 on! J~ our £- 11•a poun;loJ the enov oivouac ArUil 

o.rd rcv otmonLa aL Y.ah1ll, B-'t.•o bomlxld t:i oto (t;o· ainville) ani '""" 

I:U"' ( ou-:&inv1llo ), &.nd vy pll:nos bo boll an ·~~ro.t ila; on , -)8 

~ !ost. . 

@i2Citt I 
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.D Letter, 6-8-78 

2 . Tho l'lar Oepor~oont hno dil'8cted the COI't'OnJin • Cunc ·nJs, Ar-'lf 

('a, o:r Ccu.::J.·al ,fohn ':illiken) !"ra1 U:e twlrllatx! to Ha .. 'Ui, ant t.o nove 

tho :u,t~. Infant.r.r lliv:i.oion (•:n~or roncml r•·clot·1ck A. Irvin•) i'rol'l 

P.nor-.a to Aust.rnlin . A suece:usiw rull J: or tmlts rd.ll "oc ei'~octod b;o 

t~e usa or t.he so.-1.8 shi?pin? as rollows: The JJrd Di is ion 11ill 

rollevo the /,01,!• rnrantry Dl. l.oio!l ("••.1or Cor.crnl !la;>? Erwoh) on tho 

out.lrtn .. islAnd:; o!' thtJ i:c:.-:1iinn \.roup . Th~.: I.Ot.h Oivi,ion .. Ul tho.n 

I'8l1cvc tho 24th Ol.v1s1on on Ollhu, ''rooln • the 2~th D1·1is1on for its 

.:uly. 
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