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NESTERN HEMISPHERE ‘

1. The total of known enesy dead on Attu, which i= still in-
completes, is now 1791; 11 priscners have been captursd. During
June 2 our troops were recomnncitering the western end of the lsland
ami conmtinuing their mopping-up operations; during the night of
Jume 2-3 some 20 Japanese attempted, unsuccessfully, to storm
Sarama beach,

Adverss weather grounded air combat missions along the

western Aleutians on June 2.

2. The Capadians have decided not to carry out the proposal
that they participate in the Aleutlsn operationa by furnishing o
garriszon for Amchitka, They are still desirous Fr participating

in future operations,
EUHOPERN THEATER

During Msy 1943, the Bth Alr Force, in 1,235 bosber sortiss,
attacked 20 targets in nine days of operations, submarine bases
and mir installstions receiving practically all of the 2,858 toma
of explosives which were dropped. Bombing was generally accurate
when the targets could be sean, Our heavy and medium bombers des-
troyed 354 (probably 456) enemy aircraft for & loss of 79 of our
own number. In addition our fighters destroyed, probably destroyed,
or damaged 35 enemy aircraft for a loss of 12 P=47's.
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NORTH AFRICAN THEATER

On the night of June 1-2, Wellirgton bombers successfully at-
tacked port bulldings and industrial plants at Naples.

The rext day our P-l0's machine-gunned radio installaticons
and troopas on the isgland of San Antioco, off southwestern Sardinia.
During a day of repeated attacks our B-26's, P-38's, P-L0's and
British Hurricanes hammered enemy defense and harbor areas at
Pantelleria; the attacks were prolonged by a naval bombardment of

the harbor that night and another on the morning of June 3.

ASIATIC THEATER

On June 2, P=L0's of the l4th Air Force machine—gunned several
columns of Japanase troops in the Ichang area, ten launches towing
troop-filled barges, a large motor barge loadad with 13 crated air-
craft, and six landing barges on the Yangtze River bank; many
casualties resulted. They also set fire to some barracks near
Ichang. An intercepting fighter was destroyed. Five medium bombers
escorted by ten fighters effectively bombed the Palluchi airport
near Ichang, These planes also dropped three tons of demolition
bombe on enemy positions and probably destroyed three enemy fighters.

By June 3 the Japanese had been pushed back against the Yangtze
River between Ichang and Itu.
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SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATER

Operations report for June 2. Allied planes bombed the air-
field at Cape OCloucester and did particularly heavy damage to run-
ways and dispersal areas in the Wewak reglon. They also machine-
punnad a 1500=ton cargo vessel off Wewak and attacked the village
and some barges in the bay at Hollandia (northern New Guinea).

S8ixteen Japanese aircraft bombed our landing strip southwest

of Wau, damaging one alrplane.

PACIFIC THEATER

On June 3, two B-2l's bombed and machine—gunned buildings
and a small cargo vessel along the northeastern coast of Bougain-

ville Island.
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1. The known enemy dead on Attu mmount to 1,500 but the final o
figure is expected to be considerably greater. Our forces have cap—
tured eight prisonsers. Up to midnight May 30 our owm casualtiss
totalled 208 killed, 1,085 wounded, 71 missing, and B892 sick. Mopping
up contimied during June 1; only about BO Japanese were believed to
remain on the island.

On Way 31 seven bombing missions dasaped the Kiska rumway

and defense installations, On June 1 several missions were flown by
bombers and fightera although weather restricted observation; Aschitka

was used ns the base for these operations.

2. Troops and construction personnel Wive been landed on Shemya

Island where a 5,000-foot bomber strip will be built,

3. Amy slrcralt perforsmed 47 missions over Attu during sy,
dropping 231 tons of bosbs. In the same month they used 259 tons of
bombs in 74 missions against Kiska, They destroyed five (probably 12)
Japanese bombers over Attu and cone fighter at Chichagef harbor, Our

lo=ses were three P-38's over Attu and one cver Kiska,

On May 31 ninety=four B=17's in three missions dropped 210 tons
of boabs on the alrdreme and rallrosd yards at Foggls with cbserved
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effect; enemy fighter opposition was encountered. Medium bombers and
fighter bombers, increasing the intensity of thelr operations against
Pantelleria, attacked the island with BO tons of explosivea. In Sardinia
fighter bombers effectively raided docks and barracks at Cagliari, the
power station at Santa Caterina, and Porto Ponte Romano where & 400-foot
motor vessel was hit., In the day's operations four (probably seven)
enemy planes were destroyed for & less of three US airplanes,

During the next day 19 flying fortresses stepped up the attacks
on Pantelleria; together with 46 fighter bombers they dropped lo4
1,000=-pound bombs, well covering the verlous targets. In Sardinia
aight.a;an B-25's, escorted by P-38's, attacked Terranova harbor, where
a direct hit was scored on & 400=foot motor vessel, while P-38's
struck at Porto Torres and Porto Ponte Romano. In Sicily our fighter
bombers attacked the Stagnone base, destroylng twelve enemy seaplanes,
and hit the portel of a reilroad tunnel at Balestrate In the day's

operations we lost four airplanes,
SIATIC IER

1. Nine B-25's of the 10th Adr Force scored hits on tracks,
rolling stock and buildings in the Mandalay railroad yards on June 1,

2, The same day ten P-40's of the lith Alr Force attacked r;u-
road yards near Yochow (Lake Tungting region) with observed effect.
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PACIFIC THEATER

On June 1 three B-24's started large fires at Numa Numa and
in the Tinputs area (Bougainville Is.). A coastal steamer near

Tinputs was set on fire and forced to beach,
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l. Our forces on Attu, sdvancing in three columns, reached
the waterfront at Chichapgof Harbor on May 30, They were mopping
up during May 3l. A detachmont was sent to the western end of
the island, and air patrols were flown with the object of detect-
ing the possible escape of remnants of the enemy forces to off-
shore islands whence they might be evacuated by submarine,

Alr missions over Klska on May 31 report new defensive
works and increased activities both on that island and on Little
¥iska to the east,

2. An unidentified sirplane was observed near Scoreshby Sound
(eastern Greenland) on May 31,

HOBTH AFAICAN THEATER

General Spants reperts that during the week ending May 28,
American alr unita in North Afrlea destroyed 76 (probably 91) enemy
alrcraft with a loss from all ceuses of 24 of our omn. Corepording
HAF figures are ten enemy planes for & loss of two. In addition,

seven enemy airplanes wers destroyed on the ground by Allied air-

eraft,

ASIATIC THENTER

1. In sddition to alr operaticns previously reported far May 30,
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seven B-=24's of the 14th Adr Force dropped 10% tons of bombs on
snemy artillery positions and machine-gunned the sirdrome at Ichang.
Six P-40's swept the Yangtze, sinking cne boat, setting fire to
another and burning ten enemy aircraft on & landing strip near
Ichang. Another flight destroyed rolling stock amd boats near Yochow
on Tungting Lake.

on May 31, nine B-24's of ocur lith Air Force, covered by
Chinese fighters under American leaders, bombed Ichang airport des-
troying at least three grounded aircraft and dameging enemy instal-
lations south of the town. They were intercepted by 40 Zeros of
which the bombers shot down twenty., In addition the Chinese fighters
destroyed three (probably five) others; one Chinese P-40 was lost.
5ix AmeMcan P-40's destroyed some rolling stock, attacked enemy
barracks near Ichang and set fire to & gunboat; two other P-40's
machine=gunned enemy personnel near Lashio. Chinese aircreft hit
the Japanese crossing the Yangtze in the Ichang reglon; no results
were reported.

The Chinese report that five Japanese divisions are with-

drawing in the Ichang area.

2. On May 31 nine B-25's of the 10th Air Force bombed the
Mardalay railroad yards and the airdrome at Momywa., P-40's flew
harassing missions in northern Burma, destroying a highway bridge
and causing demolitions in enemy-held towns.

SCUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATER

In his operations summary for May 31, Ceneral MacArthur reports
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thet nine B~24's dropped 36 tons of bomba with obaerved effect on
the bullt-up ares of Lae. Single Allied aircraft bombed the
Finachhafen area and Casmata, Five RANF Beaufighters machine-gunned
aireraft at the Langpoer alrdrose (Kal Islands) destroying an ensay
bomber on the ground and a fMphter in the air. One of our B-24's
Tlew & reconnaissance mission over Java,

The communiqué’ states that on Juns 1 the attacks on Las were
repeated, our eoffort belng directed againat the sirfield and dis-
persal bays where 36 tons of besbs were dropped. One of our heaw
bombors on reconnaissance over Finachhafen was intercepted by 16
anemy fighters of which five (probably six) were shot down; our
airplape returned although badly damaged.

EACTFIC THeAT el

1. On May 31 the 33d Infantry DMvision began its movement
from Camp Young, Califermia, to the San Francisco Port of Embark-
ation. Upen its arrival in the Howalian Department the 24th Divi-
slon will be moved to Australis from the same statlon,

2. ligutenant Ceneral Rebert G, Klchardsen, Jr., sssumed
command of the Hawallsn Department at 1429, locsl time, on June 1j
General Emmons loft for the mainland the same day.



VAR DIEPARTLHENT

DAILY OFERAT IONAL SUMBARY

No. 538

0700 Mgy 31 to 0700 June 1, 1943

COFY FOR

THE WHITE HOUSE




31, 1943 ATTU ¢

From Official Sources Reporting Activities to 11 A.M. Ma

ATTU ISLAND
Jap attack repulsed
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GENERAL
The War Department has informed commanders of major overseas

forces that, with the exception of the WAAC, Army Nurse Corps, Medical
Department, and Red Cross, civilian fesiale ampiuyuau will not be ad-
mitted into active combat areas. When male clerical personnel is not
available to US government agencies requiring help in such areas, the
War Department will detail military clerical personnel, sither male
or female, if such detall does not interfere with the military effort.
The areas at present considered to be active combat areas are; China;
the eastern provinces of India; Bumma; the Pacific islands other than

Australia, New Zealand, and the Territory of Hawaii,

WESTERN HEMTSPHERE

1, In the Japanese counterattack on May 29, some 250 of thn\
eneny on Attu were killed. They appeared to be very short of weapons
and food. Another, weaker, counterattack was repulsed on May 30;
this apparently was the enemy's last concerted offensive effort.

During the remainder of the day our forces rapidly cleared the Japanese

from the Chichagof Valley and Sarana Pass, At 1100, May 31, Attu

time, it was reported that all organized resistance had ceased and

that ocur forces were in process of occupying permanent positions, /
The new fighter strip on Alexai Point will be completed in

about ten days.
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2. On May 30 Amchitka-based airplanes bombed the enemy runway
on Kiska, scoring hits. On May J1 renewed attacks succeeded in

setting an enemy ship afire in Gertrudes Cove,.

NORTH AFRICAN THEATER

Wellington bombers raided Castelvetrano, Borizzo and Trapani
(Sicily) on the night of May 28-2% and Pantelleria on the following
night,

Air operations in the North African Theater on May 30, apart from
the effective bombing of Pantelleria and of Naples and vicinity re-
perted yesterday, included attacks in Sardinis by 36 P-38's on the Chili-
vani station and railroad yards, and by 29 P-38's on the port and
railroad at Aranci, where three vessels were hit, lIn the day's opera-
tions 14 (probably 20) enemy aireraft were shot down for a loss of
one P-38, Alrplanes of the 9th Alr Force dropped 97 tons of explosives
and incendiaries on the Foggia airdrome, destroying numercus aircraft
on the ground and heavily damaging the installations.

To recompense the Sultan of Muscat for the use of airfields in
Oman the Wer Department has sent him some rifles, machine-guns, ammu-
nition, medical supplies and two trucks,
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ASIATIC THEATER

l, On May 30 seventeen P-L0's flew three offensive missions \
against airdromes and road traffic in the Tungting Lake region. Con-

siderable destruction in the target areas was reported, /

2, P=40's of the 10th Air Force bombed end machine-gunned
enemy-held towns near Myitkyina, northern Burma, on May 30, starting
gseveral fires at Sumprabum and Kamaing.

SOUTHREST PACIFIC THEATER

In his operations summary for May 30, General MacArthur reports
that seven B-17's bombed two airdromes near Wewak, scoring hits on
ammunition and fuel dumps and in the dispersal areas, Three B-24's
attacked the dock areas at Kendari (Celebes), Single Allied aircraft
raided Finschhafen, Madang air;:iruu and Casmata, At Macassar a
17,000-ton trensport, one B,000-ton, two 3,000-ton, &nd 14 smaller

vessels were observed on May 29.
PACIFIC TER

A B-24 machine-gunned an enemy cargo ship south of Bougainville -
Island on May 3l1.



	0001
	0002
	0003
	0004
	0005
	0006
	0007
	0008
	0009
	0010
	0011
	0012
	0013
	0014
	0015
	0016
	0017
	0018
	0019
	0020
	0021

