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!lant.es, the ho:liO station of l!l8JlY Oerman subloarine tenders and 

smaller naval veaoels , wao strongly attacked on the a:orning of 23 

Septamber"by 117 B-l7•o , supported by 100 P-47'• operating with long 

range belly tanks . Preliminary aerial photographs dbclose that 

several ship!! and port buildings were set afire and a dry dock 

seriously damaged. Strong fighter opposition was encountered and lJ 

~: (probably 17) en~ planes were destroyed for a loss of one P-47 . 

A second force of 67 B-l?•s, escorted by 56 P- 4?•s, bombed the 

Vannes-Yeucon airfield, and a third mission of 6J B- l 7 ' s with 52 P-47 ' • 

providint fisjlter escort raided the Kerlin-Bastard airport . These two 

ene"'Y installations are the bases for most of the ene:ny planes operating 

against our antisub,a rine air .Ussions. Good bombing results ""re re-

ported and two ene"'Y planes •11re shot do·.m for a loss of one B-17. A.~ 

attack on the Conchas airdrooe by 72 B-26 1sJ escorted by 12 squadrons 

of RAF Spitfires, was uneventful, lOJ tons of high explooivo bombs 

being dropped with good results and a l l planes r eturning undamaged. 

8-17 ' s •gain escorted by P-47' • returned to Nantes during tho 

afternoon for a second hoavy attack on the docks and shipyardsJ al so 

bitting an air field near Rennes . Other Allied air missi ons included 

attacks on tho Yor laix, PouliUl.c, Boauvais- Tille, Lille and Abbaville 

airfields, on industr ial targets at Rauen, and against shipping in the 

Scbelde estuary and off the Dutch coa .. t . Allied fi&ht.ero new eocort 
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08D Lot ter, &-8-fl 

missions and extensive supporting sweeps over noJthern Franco, destro,ying 

nine oneey planes . Two B-l7 •s and four lighters have not returned . 

NOR 'Ill AFRICAN 'lllEA 'l'ER 

During the night or 21-22 September, 7$ British Wollingtons dropped 

12$ tons or bombs in a destructive attock on the harbor and dock area at 

Bastia , Corsica, while 35 Allied light bombers harassed communications 

in the Naples- Benevento area with 23 tons oJ' bombs . More than 200 US 

medium bombers continued the attecks on the roads and bridges leading to 

the battle oren on 22 September, also hitting ene"')' gun positions, 

t roop concentrations and road blocks nor th and northwest of Salerno . 

By late afternoon of 23 September gains had been registered generally 

along the cenwr of our line in Italy; Canadian t r oops in the British 

XIII Corps had pushed approxiloately 20 miles northl'lllrd t o a point south 

of Spinazzola . Stiif on~ r esistance was encountered north of Salerno . 

1.!IDDLE EAST-CENTRAL AFRIC.UI 'n!£ATER· 

Twenty-three B-24 ' s or tho 9th Air Force attecked the Wr its& 

airdrol:lO , Rhodes, on 22 Sopte~:~ber, covering the entire landing area with 

bomb bursts and damaging at least six grounded enemy aircraft . Another 

mission of 27 B-24' • hit. tbe runway end completely covered the dispersal 

area at El eusis &1rdro~, Athens, with more than 60 tons of bombs, 

starting aeverel t ires . 
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BEG I 
DIOLAIStTrD 

O'D L••t-r. 6-S-11 

W'MI1• boal.ben •net tlcnt.n or t.he ll.t..n .ur ro~• ntaclt«< t•.nct.• 
M"'r eMpp!nt; ,.,tel ~lrc we, Oft 22 Sep~r . JapaneM 

pl.t.ntl banbed r;uty·u.n,;, KWcon& and t.ungaoon, 11111 in •outhuGt China. 

OIU' 9-24'• and B4:S'• neut.~lhed t.bt cape OlouC-tlt.tr •lrdro~t~t 

1.c a prec:S.an &t~c on 22 SeptAIIber, l••lnr both a tripe anse::!"Ylc:•ble 

am d .. t.rc,ri.b& anthlrcra..""t pot1t1ona a..."ld. t\lel d\liiiP•• Pollcnrt.ac U 1a 

tt.t.aek Allied eround forcea. olo .. l;y aupport.~ b;y S-:2$11, A-20'•, am 
naY&! ~nt landed. aU a11 .. norU. o! rtr.scbbatee., eaptared 

t't'Uh!J' prt~nod IDIII:,Y C!.tf.nMI 1 cor.soUda\.td a beaehhMd, &.'1d t'HC:.hed 

the nort.h end or t.ht a1.tt1tld., bring-ing P1n.eohha.ren under our anllllt7 

tire. 

~rt, covered by )0 t.o 40 ftcht.era, lt.tAoktd. OUr ftchter planfa, 

t.opt.blr wlt.b .:1U&ircn.I't. t1r1 t'rca QUI" 1 •lpt abQt. dowra hl o! t..ht 

boMera &ncS 29 (probab}¥ 34) or the t1&Jlt.trt tor. lou ot t.hr .. planu. 

Our interception wat c:oapltt.el.1 tucceastul, no cawalt.L .. or daMe• to 

our ~ .... la ruvltlnr. 
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Twelve P-liO's hit oa.,.ata Island and airfield, To the west ou.r 

B-24 ' a raided the enemy noat-plane base at Ambon with 23 tone of bombs . 

During a mission over the Kai Islands other B-24'• destroyed six (probably 

oeven) of twelve intercepting !ighters; one B-24 is missing . 

Six enemy aircraft attacked !luna under cover of darkness causing 

some dam.age and casualti es. 



{ 

-

!fAR D":l'~ liMn 

!1.ID.1 OPE!U 1IOIIAI. SUJ'.AARX 

No. 652 

cnoo Se!>te:ber 22 to cnoo Septeabor 2), 1<>4) 



nouaarrm 
080 , ••• • _ • ,. 

GENERAL 

In a messaso to all senior commanders o! US Army Forces tho War 

Dapartaent hao strooaed tho oeriauonoaa o! the manpower situation in 

the United St&tea, cphubin& tb&t eveey ortort aust be rade to insure 

that. aa:d.aa ertectin use is aade ot por..,nnol availeble to tho a1l1t&J7 

torceo. Ot!icere ot all grodes auat be continual.l,y on the alert to etrect 

econaaieo in the use or manpower for other than purely c001bat dut.iu . 

( Drastic reductions havo already been Nde by the War Department and addi­

tional reductions will be effected in all cO&rnand installations including 

overseas bases . For ex.u.ple, early in the war when the situation in the 

ox was aore critical than at present, the &arri.aon or Iceland waa bullt 

up to l.l,OOOJ tha carriaon ncnr authorised 1a 16,500, and fUrther reduc­

tions are in proceoa, excess unite being moved to England . 

'IIFSTERN H»>ISPHERE 

t'he 77th Wantey Division (Ma jor Oenerol Andr.,.. D. Bruce, coour.anding) 

will aon troa Caap Young, California, to Caap Fickett, Vl.rsinia, instead 

ot Indiant.cnrn O.p llillta,. Raoervation, Pennaylnnia aa pre-r10118l7 reported. 

At Cup Fickett the dirldon will receive 111pbibioua training. 

EU~PEAN THEATER 

During 22 Septed>er, 8th Air Force aedia boltbero, eacorted by 

Allied tiglltera, attacked the airtield at iYraux-Yaurlllo, h5 .Uaa 

.... t ot Peria, and RA1 llitcballo bodl<od the airfield at Breat. In th .. e 

eng-anta, tour '"'"'IT aircraft -ro ahot clown. In .-ep.a onr France, 
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o~n ~ott••. ~-3-73 

Belgium and Holland, P-47' s destroyed two enemy figllten. OUr total 

loss for the day• o operations was two fighte.ra, 

OUr 8th Air Force destroyed 63, probably 70, enemy airplanu 

during the week ending 19 Septe..ber for a loss of 17 heavy bombers and 

two P-47•a. The RlF accounted for an additional 20, probably 23, ene~ey 

airplanes !or a loaa or 44 planee. 

NORTH AFRICAN THEATER 

1 , On the night of 20-21 September, SO Wellington a bombed railroad 

co:mtunicatione at Benevento, and 39 light bombers attacked highway traffic 

nearby, as well "" the Pomigliano airdror:le. Other Allied heavy bombers 

attacked & convoy near Nice, probably sinking two ships; four medium 

bombers hit a ferry and barge south of Capraie Island. Over lSO medillr.l 

bcrmbero concentrated on focal pointe or enemy communications serving the 

Naples area,as well as enemy troop concentrations , during t he next day. 

2, On 22 September the Sorrento Peninsula had come under Allied 

control in la.rge measure . The eneey continued to withdraw, pivot ing 

bi.e line on his strongly-held positione north and east of Salerno; the 

Genr.ans were reported to be organizing delaying poei tione north of Naplee, 

'IIIlich suggests that he ma:r defend north of the Volturno River. Trani was 

reoccupied by two Italian battalione. 

J, In Corsica, the German-eontrolled coaetal etrip was eoneiderably 

narroWed. Traneporte were operated from the enOIIl)'-held Ohiaonaocia and 

Borgo airfields, Approacheo to Baotia were being patrolled by the enemy. 
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Patriot torcee pueh1n& east from Corte and aouth trCf4 Zonu claia to have 

killed 1,000 Oern:ana and taken 200 prilonere. 

4. On 20 S.pto£ber, enem,y planu ude three raide on Amtiuchia 

airdrome on Coa Ialand, cauaing IIOIIlO de£&&•· that ni&ht Allied planu 

daaged the llar1tu ~on llhodee, tho Koraklion ~e 1n Creta , 

and an &irdraoo near Athena . Report 11 ude ot the s1gn1!1cant destruction - -
ot an airdro..e 1n Crete by the 0el'1t&Jie. t .... 
ASIATIC THEATER 

On 21 S.pte.cber !ou.rteen heavy booabero o! the lOth Air Foree 

attacked taraote o! opportunity droppin& 1) tons o! explos1Yeo on 

warehouses, oh1pp1n&, railroad ,arda, and oniJIG' c.-:unicationo alona 

the Irrawadd;y River and Bunoese railroade tro.. XW&tauna to Tangon. 

Eleven P-40 •s damaged buildings at Lal&liTl& Oa and N1nbyen 1n the northern 

Huk&""i Valley. 

PACIFIC .liiD SOOTI!IIES1' PACIFIC 'l'I!EATERS 

1. In &1r ldaeions en 21 SepteJOber, Allied he&'f7 b<lmbere hearll7 

attacked Oaall&ta, and the bbou&e and otorat~e areas at Cape Olouceater, 

while our .,.diwn bctr.bers a t tacked enetey c011111unicat 1ona aouth o! BoaadjilnJ 

other med11m1 and light booaber a ~~ach1ne-sunned 1natallat1ons and Y.illqea 

on the Tam1 Ielande. Dut ch and Auatralian b<lmbera oucceos!Ully attacked 

1natallat1ona on tuor, and Alllad rocannaiuanee aircraft operated auo-
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DECLASSIPID 

OSD Letter, 6·3-71 

An eneey r&id on one of our rumra,ya 4$ miles south'WIIat ot Lu 

cauaed some damage; a Japanese attempt to bomb our shipping near Lae waa 

intercepted by 16 P•40•a which brought down tour (probably !iva) bolnbere 

and !he !J.&htera; ono P-1.0 is .Uoaing. 

2. J. c_,tquo reports that our troope, in a coordinated land, 

aea, and air 110,_nt, have landed six 111loa north o! Finachhaton. In 

the Kaiopit area an enemy 200......, petrol wu dioperaed by our troopa 

who killed 120 o! the enemy. 

J, On 21 Sopt.,.bar, Japaneae reaiatance on Arundel Ialand ended. 
~ 

lhile on a aearch a i ooion, a B-24 boabod a ..all ~•• .. 1 and targets o! 

opportunity at Fauro Ialand. On Buka, 2.3 B-2b•a bocbed the l'UilftJ'1 clia-

peraal and rovat.ooent areas, reporting excellent reaW.ta; two out o! a 

acore o! enemy fighters which intercepted thia miaaion were shot down. 

That night 12 to 16 eneey medium bombers attacked Ouadalcanal; two eneey 

plane a were ahot down. 
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EUROPF..lN Tl!UTER 

D! CLASSil'ID 
OSD L•t ter , 5-3 -71 

On 21 September h7 B-26•s, escorted by ten squadrons of RlF 

Spitfires, bombed the Beauvrle-Tille airdrome; good results were 

reported. One o! our B-26•e was shot down by antiaircraft fire over 

the target J our planes destroyed one of the !81f enemy fighters oppoe-

ing them. 

NORTH AFRICAN THEATER 

l. On 19 September, the enemy made several ineffective rll' 

attacks on our shipping off Salemo , During that night and the fol­

l owing day .39 Wellington a and a group of B-17 'e bombed the bridgea 

at Benevento, .3.3 B-2h•s attacked railroad yards near Venice and the 

yard, town and airfield areas at Peocara, and Jl B-17'• attacked roads 

near Torre Annun&iata and Sarno. Alli ed medium bombers attacked roads 

and railroads leading to the Napleo area. OUr attack airplanes die-

pereed two enemy tank fonoations preparing to counterattack northwest 

of Salerno. On the 21st 1 60 B-2la • s 11hich recently returned !rom the 

01( attacked shipping at Leghorn and Baatia. 

2 . The Fifth and Eighth .ll'miee pushed ahead on 20 SeptomberJ 

the enemy withdr81f hia le!t nank but still held the heights north or 

Salerno and remained strongly entrenched near Nocera, By 1600 on 

21 September, although the Oermane recaptured Trani, the Allied fol'Cee 

had made pronounced gaine along the ,...,.in dar of the front . The 

Br1t1eh let .U:rborne Divioion, which no cleaning up Gioia, oleo 
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captured tat.ena, G1nosa, and AoquaYiva -.hila the ut Canadian Division 

took Pot.enu. and advanced to Avigliano. Our 45th Div1.sion lOIIde a 

general advance along ita O"ont, capturing Contursi, and the newly 

arrived US Jrd Division on it• left reached Acorno. The Brit1uh X 

Corps occupied l!ontecorv1.no and S. Cipriano without opposition . 

J . Italian destroyers landed poraoMAil and supplies at Ajaccio ) 

during tho night of ll!- 19 Septo:ober; at least 2, 700 friendly troop:) 

had been landed in Corsica rry tlla n1&ht of 2~1 Sept.e~ther 
tuoreble progress was reported 1n tt.e oporeUons 1n that island; 

Zonza and veuan1 were occupied by the Itelian.o after tile Gen:ans 

had l eft. '!he islondu of Lero, Coa, Calino, Samoa, and Stacpalla are 

in Italian hands . The German garrieon on Cephaloni& surrendered; 

Italian resistance is continuing on Corfu . 

AS!A TIC THEATER 

1. On 19 Septll.'l!ber, 14 &-24'• of the lOth Ai r Force added to 

tha ettorts of our ~edium bombers reported yesterday by a succeaeful 

attock on the Jloeywa railroad yard& and barracks . the next. day, a 

at..ilar lliasion boabed Sedaw and a nearby bridge; poor results were 

reported . Ten &-25's destroyed trains, warehouses, and a larg• river 

boat in the vicinity of Katha, ""11• nino others dllmaged rolling 

otock, tracks and buildings at Naba JW>Ct1on and Indaw. 

Japanese aircraft attacked WUchow on 19 Septe:nbar. 

The nut day 1:10re than 47 Japon118e pla,.a caused minor d~:~~&ge to 
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OSD Le tter 1 b-3·72 

Kunming airfield; 14th Air Force aircraft shot dawn 15 (probably 22) 

bombers and two ( probebly four) tightere !or a loss o! one of our 

!ight&rs and a transport./ ~field at Nanning was also closed ae 

a result of Japanese bombing. Four 8-25'• escorted by seven fighter 

planea dropped 24 quarter- ton demolition bombs on shipping at Kiukiang, 

hittine a destroyer and damaging dock installations; all our planes 

retumed safely. 

PACIFIC AND SOUTRWEST PACIFIC THEATERS 

1. On 20 September, 12 B-2u' s bombed the Wewak and Boram air-

fields, starting large !uel fires and destroying three eneey planes . 

A total of ei,ght B-l7'e, 47 B-25•s and two P-39's bon:bed and machine-

gunned eneey cO!!Illlunications in the Madang region, destroying trucks, 

bridges, barges and buildings near Bogadjim. Australian bombers 

harassed NAI>lea (Boeroe I . ), L&nggoer and Doela (Kai Is.). Nine enemy 

bombers escorted by ten fighters bombed Nad.zab during the 11orning, 

causing some damage and casualties. Our interceptine fighter aircre!t 

destr oyed three ( probebly f"':%") ot the enemy planes . Other enooiY air 

raids on our installations at llarilinan, lao, and Port lloresby, ftre 

in~OUr ground forces transported by air seized and occupied {; 

Kaiapit, approximately (I) miles nortbwest of Lae; they repulsed sevef 

counterattacks and !orced the enemy to re~ 

2, On 20 September, B-25• s bombed and uchine-gunned barge 

staging areu in Ring! and Webster Coves on Kol 001bangara. &IOIQT 
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positions on Sagakarsa Island , northeast of Arundel , were reported 

cleared of the ener:cy . 

J , In the attack on Nauru Island on 19 September core than 12 

tons of d<.tnolition bombs were dropped by twelve Anny and two Navy heavy 

bombers along both runW"dys of the landing strip . A search plane left 

a sl!lall per sonnel carrier afiro and s i nking about )50 miles northeast 

of 1/ew Ireland, 
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WESTERN KallSP!IERE 

bl!aLA s s 11' !'Ill 
OSD Le t tor , b-3-7~ 

The Army Ground Forces issued orders for the move~ent of the 

76th Infantry Division (MaJor General William R. Schmidt, commanding) 

.l'rOCJ the 1.. P. Hill Military Reservation, Vi.rginie, to Camp llcCoy, 

Wisconsin for winter tra.ining, and for the movement of the 77th 

Infantry Division (llajor General Andrew D. Bruce, commanding) from 

Camp Young , Caliiornie, to Indiantown Gap Military Reservation, Penn-

~lvania, for further movement overseas. 

NORTH AFRICAN THEATER 

1. Tho night of 18- 19 September, 55 Wellingtons attackod Vitorbo 

airdrome with 98 tons of bombs . The next day light b01:1bers and fighters 

operated in force over the eneJIIY road net behind the battle area scor-

ing hits on railways and roads, and destroying over 100 eneJIIY trucks . 

18J B- 26•s attacked roads, railways and transportation still further 

to the east. Two enel!IY aircraft were destroyed during thie period 

and six lllied planes are missing . Three of our fighter &iroraft were 

destroyed and six others damaged when enOJIIY planee raided the llonte-. 

corvino airdron:e and another landing ground late on 18 September. 

2. The eituation at our Salerno beachhead continued t o improve 

through 19 September, particularly in the central and oouthern sector• 

where our forces puahed inJ.and to a general oorth-oouth line through 

Auletta . North and northeaot of Salerno the en0J11Y held firlll. The 

Fiith and Eighth Armies have been given the mission of securing tho 
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OSlr d•tt"er, h-J-73 

general line C&stellar.mare-Avollino-Teora-Potenza. 

J, On 20 September, remaining German forcos in Sardinia were 

transported to Corsica, disembarking at southeastern ports . Corman 

troops are moving by road and railway trom southern Corsica towards 

Bastia in the north, where embarkation oporationo have begun. French 

forces were advancing northwards through Corsica to assist the inhabi-

t&nts who were offering effective resistance to the ene~. 

4. The War Department informed General Eisenhower that the 

Vatican noti!ied our State Department, under date of 4 September, 

that the village of Castel Gandolfo and vicinit y, including Albano, 

have been demili tarized by Italiano and Germans at the request of 

the Holy Sao to protect t he ponti!ical villas located there. 

ASLU'IC THEATER 

On 19 September, 21 B-25•• of the lOth llr Force placed 23 tons 

of b011tbs in the llonywa target area, demolishing buildings and starting 

!ires; moderate inaccurate antiaircraft fire was reported. Anothar 

medium bomber, eacortad by two fighter aircraft, &ttecked Lonkin, and 

oigbt P-40•• hit another town in northam Buma with der:lolition and 

fragmentation boaba. 

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC TI!EATE:JlS 

1. On 18 Saptembor, 14 Australian dive-bombers attacked Japaneoe 

positions and building• at Finocbha!en. Tha naxt. ~ .35 heavy bombers 

!CCL 2 
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a ttacluld tho Cape Olouceet or airdrcone and clw:lp area, leaving both 

runW&ya unuaable and prcbabl,y destroying s ix grounded &ircratt. Other 

.UU.d planes attacked coaetal villagu in northeastern New Ouinea 

and storage pointe, anti.aircratt pos itions and buildings in New Brit.ain. 

TWelve 8-24•s attacked an a1rdrcr=e near Aabon, hitting the worl<shop 

and possible tuol dumps; two ~tch 8-2)• s started fires on Selaru 

Island. 

Nine J&p planes again dropped bombs in the vicinity of 

Fenton, Australia, without causing daloage . 

2 . ~ing the n~t of 17-18 Sept•ber Japan.ese planes raided 

Barak.,.., aoutbeaatem Vella Luella, .without causing da:•aae, and 

also attacked llunde, >rheMt saoe bcabo ceuaed llinor clac.age to the 

landing strip. 

Tho next day J9 Navy fighters intercepting a miosion of SO 

•DeliO' planes, destroyed 14 one:ny aircraft, thMio more baing brought 

down by antiaircraft tire; tbMte Na"Y fightero are aiasi.ng. 

On 19 Septeaber, S2 eacorted Azw;y and lia"Y bCIIIbera attacked 

· one:ny gun poaitiono at Vila and at Diaappointaent Cove causing l al'l• 

tires and oxplosiono. 

A Jopaneoe air attack on Ou&daloanal destroyed a gasoline 

reservoir. 

Streng rooiatanco sl....,d our ground operations on Arundel. 
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08D Letter, ~-3-71 

On 18 September, escorted medium bolr.ber IDiooiono of the 8th Air 

Fo~e attacked airfiel do in northern France at Beauvais {Till~) and 

Rouen. At the former, 38 tons of bombs wer& dropped with fair accuracy. 

Moderate and inaccurate antiaircraft fire waa note d. In the Rouon raid 

one one~ aircreft was destroyed against the loaa of one fighter. 

In """"P" over the Continent on the f ollowing day, our B-26 ' e, 

with Allied fighter escort, bombed the Nord airfield at Lillo, while 

RAF bombers struck the airfields at »orville in northern France, and 

lloensdrecht 1n Holland. Industrial targets near Bethune were also 

bombed. In these operations t wo enellll' aircraft wore destroyed by the 

B-26• 81 tour othera were ahot down by RAF fighters, three of which are 

111issing. 

NORTH AFRICAN '!'HEATER 

During the night of 17-18 September, 64 Brit ish heavy bombers 

dropped 119 tons o.t' bombs on Cerverteri airdrome wit h destructive 

effects on hangars, buildings and grounded aircraft. 44 8- 25' s laid 

trains of bombs across the Torre Annunziata rail and h1ghny center. 

The next day, 72 B-17• s and 124 medium bombers made auccesstul attacks 

against the Viterbo, Ciampino and Pratica eli Ware airdromes; destruction 

of aircraft on the ground and damage to installations waa reported at 

aaoh target. A strafing mioaion by 94 P-J8•s destroyed 33 enemy air-

craft on the ground at Foggia . Other ouppor ting mioliono noown that 

- ... -
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c:la.y included an attack by 18 B-17' s on the Sal.e mo-Avellino road and 

an ot1'eotive raid by 35 B-24•• against the Peacara reUway yardo . Four 

banbers and six P-)8 • s are mieoing as a roeult of t hese operations. 

On 19 September the enemy appeared to be adjus ting hie line to 

tho high ground north of Eboli...Contursi, pivot ing on his strongly4leld 

positions around Salerno. 

ASIATIC TI!ElTER 

1 . B-25'• of the lOth Air For ce attacked rallroad ins tallations 

at Naba Junction on 18 September and dropped 55 quarter-ton demolition 

banbs accurately on the railroad fifty a:Ues southwest of Katha where 

it crosses a t ributary of the Chi.ndwin. 

2. Escorted B-25 ' a of the 14th Air Force boo\bed enemy foundry 

inst allations near 'fuchang in the Lake Tungting area the same day, 

d&o:aging cl'alloe, blast 1\:rnaces and ore cars. 

PACIFIC .lND SOU'l'l!liFST PACIFIC THlW'ERS 

1. Aside fran a raid agai.nst Finschh&!an by 9 B-26 ' s, air opera­

tiona in the Soutbweet Pacifi c on 18 September we.re cortrined t o 

acattared attacks against enemy shipping and barge tr&!Iic in the New 

Britain area. .lllied troops infiicted caaualties on a small ODOI\Y 

force near L&e. 

2. On 18 September a Japanese force ot unknown strength wu 



SECRjj; 1 

dri"n out. o! strang poei tiona on Arundel. 

C-d o! Vell& Lavell& paaaed t.o llajor General ilanowelOII&h, 

e-nding General o! t.he .)rd New Zealand D1vie1on, at 2400, 18 SepttD­

ber. 

'JCRET 
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HOlm! .LP'I!Ic.ul 1'HEAT!R 

oi'!l"'l / 
7" The Fi!th .lra;y 111proved 1 ta poaitiona north or Salome <llr1ng 

18 Septellber, reoccupied Battipagl:l&, and continued ita &dvance on 

Peraano. Units or the Britiah lot Airborne Dirlaion entered Oio:l& 

arter i t had been e,..cuated by the OlleJIO'J patrol• blood on Bar1 

ha.,. operated ae tar ae Trani and Potenaa. 
1 fl .J:"4 fv 

During the night ot 16-17 Septellber, 91 J.l.l.iod heavy booabore 

succoaatully attacked tbo Ciaterna-Littoria airdrome and communica­

tions at Potenza. The following day, 50 B-17'a pounded tha airtielda 

at Ciaapino and 135 •diWI bollbers raided Pratica d1 ll&re airdr....,, 

hitting an .-..nition duJoi>J in these two a t tacu a total or 57 ene"'Y 

pl ane a and 18 gliders ..,.,... destroyed on the ground . Es corted B-25' s 

wore ouccessrul in bombing Caserta and a bridge near Benevento; 40 

B-24' s scored ertect1.,. hita on the Pescara railroad yarda and high-

we.:r centere. othar J.llied air misa1ons, haraas ing ene"'Y lines of 

c<DIIIllllicat1ona in tbe Salerno area, included the dropping of 539 

quarter-ton demolition bomba by US fiahtere whieh alao patrolled 

the beach aroa. INr1nc 18 Septellber, J.ll:l&d heavy bollbera hit the 

ono!IO' airfiolda at Pratica d1 llaro, Foggia, and V1terbo with good 

reeulta and our tightere and tighter-bCIIbere reported oucceaerul 

a1aa1ona against eJlUIT .otor tnn.port, II"" positiODS and tra1na 

nortb and northeaat or the Salerno beaehhoad. - The a.,..,. ha.,.. practically OOIIPleted thair nac:Uation or 
/ 
I 
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Sardini& alter att.&cko on their garriaone there by t"" Italian 

dirlaiono. On Coreica local patriots end Italiano have made eal.l 

gaine in the south and the Oenaana now hold a narrow otrip along 

the east coast where the fighting 1o continuing. Sardinian-baaed 

aqueclrona of Italian bombara attacked Oeman surface era!'t in the 

Strait of Bonifacio on the night or lS September and &lao hit the 

\ Oenoan-held airfield at Ghieon.aeeia on Coreica. / 

~'}I A1J ot: noon lS Septellber, five It&lian battl eehips, eight cruieere, 

nine deetro;yere, e ight torpedo boats, 17 eubllarinea and one eeaplene 

oa.rrier are known to bave arrived at Allied pcrte or to have come 

under Allied control. 

J.S:UTIC THEATER 

lOth llr Force P-40' o1 on ot'tenoive reconnaissance llission.s on 

16 Septallber, lett firea burning ooutbeaot ot llainglcwan. In addition 

20 B-2S'e, using a total of 1.61 delllolitioo boalbs, deat.royed barracks 

{ at ~ end rolling etock along the railroad to the northeast of 

that town and weot of llandalq, 

PACIFIC .um SOOTIM!BT PACIJPIC TBEAmRS 

1. ~ ~o.a torcee, a<Tfing .nortb toward the aoutb of the 

llarkb.aa RiY.r, ldlled 6o Jape on 17 Septeaber. In t he llarkham Valley 

a B-25 intercepted b7 five figbten ohot down one . illied recon­

naioaanoe bomton and tighter planeo daaled a eal.l freighter and 
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nine other -u veaaele ill the Bieurck area. llediUII bmbere, 

attacl<:illg al""'! tbe eaat coaat ot llonr Duinea, baraaoed Finechhaten 

and Till.agee ill that area. Other Allied llieoiona attacked ehipping 

oft II.,. Ireland and II"" Britain, and the Aroe l eland eeaplane bale 

at 'l'aberi'ane where one •DIIIIT aircra.tt wae deetro;yed. 

2. lledi\111 bolobere on 17 September dropped four tone of 

de110litiona around the IC&hlli runway deepite intenee antiaircraft 

!ire J one B-25 ie lliesillg. In a patrol O'fer Vella Lavelle a P-40 

accounted for one eneq lighter. 
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The J.r.;t Groun! ?orcoo report tho arri'val ot the Headquarters 

II Armored Corps (l!lljor Ooneral William H. H. llorrio, Jr, ) at the -Presidio of llonteroy, Cal.ltcrnta, whore it 'ld.ll now be st& Uoned 

instead of at San Jose, California . 

NORTI! AFRICAN l!!Elnlll 

1 . During tho night of 15- 16 Supter.~ber and the follCJ'Winn day, 

soc>e 500 Allied light, ..,di\1:1 and heavy bombers dropped woll over 700 

tens or l:>o:lbs on roads and railroads leadin& into the salomo area, 

the heaviest minions beina those by 123 Wellinetons near Pompeii, 

68 B-17'• apinst the l!eneYante bridg .. , 38 B-17'• on Caserta Bld 38 

B-24' s on Potenza. '!llotical Air Force bombers and fighter-becbers 

reinforced tbeoo atrorts, P-38 ' s alone flying 239 fighter-bomber sorties . 

n. !&proved situaUon now pon:d.h tho return of the ertorto or our 

Strategic Air Force to ita noroal minions againat the en""')'' • a ir 

force and co ... unications . Allied naval forces continued to bombard 

er»111 '-IJ"gets in the Salerno ares . 'Die enaay1s air art.,.t on 16 

September conoieted of about 120 oortieo dir octod principally against 

our ohipping off !.he coast , 

2 . '!'be ialond of l ochia surrendered to naval !or ceo on 16 

Soptambor. Tho port or Salerno 1o .,._ open , 

) , On 17 Soptacber, while the onOIIIY still hold Batt1pogl1o., ho 

iBIS I 
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• 

'lrU l osing the initiative. Our torceo occupied ~cadupide, 22 a1lee 

t o the southeast of Battipaglia, and Controne and reoccupied .Utav1lla. 

Patrols or the JUihth Arm'/ made contact with patrol.s of the Fi!'th Army, 

and the British let Urbome Division in Apulia. 

!he Italians ""re attaeJdni the Oer.&n rear guard in northern 

Sard1n1a. rr.nch troops ""re being .oved to Corsica under cover of 

darkness. 

u . Oeneral Eisenhower 111u informed of the projected •hipment to 

his theater at the end of September of tha l'rench Antilles Battalion 

llu:ober One , which has been in trainin& at Fort Dix, N ... Jereey. French 

Antilles Battalion Nuaber Two 1• probably to be •ent by the l'rench !rca 

Fort de France, llartiniqua , to North Africa toward the end of October. 

ASIATIC TFIEATER 

Eight B-2.5'• and nine P...40•a of the luth Air Foree attacked Lubanba 

(.5.5 ailes aoutheut of Hankow) on 16 Septeaber hitt ing ...unition dwaps, 

barracks and warehouses. 

Pf.CIFIC AND S01.J'TFIII!S'I PACIFIC TI!&AT!RS 

Las wu occupied by the Alliaa on 16 Septa:nber . atte r a heavy, 

coordinated air and artillery preparation. In addition, 17 8-24 11 

struck tho .Uexiahaton airdralle. Bn~ ahipping was attacked south­

""" t ot C&pa St. O.orp and north o.t lllloaau leland, and three B-21. •• 

domaged bu1ldina• at Soronc. the •I"IMO' .. nt. 12 to 1.5 bcabera qainot 
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Fenton, Auotralia, but caused little darn&ee and no caoualtieo. 

On 16 September, 16 B-24•s escorted~ 26 Allied fighter planes 

s tarted several fires at Kahlli. Other B-24' s attacked southeastern 

Kolombangara Island and hi t tho ~ and revet~ent area at Buka, 

The P-39 escort !or a Navy attack mi ssion aeainst Ballale ohot dcnm 

t wo enelJ1Y fighters; !our a1ore one,ey planes were destroyed in other 

ocattered acti ons . 
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B·l1'a of 01; f' t.-':11 A.!r Fore. at.\.ac.te-d ptlr\ t.c:U .. t!..,", ~1pp1n£ 

ar.d .,., a!.rUe.d at. t:L·t.e•, et~~rW. ~ .. ,.. ud clceca at I.e h.ll1ce c:d 

~eld a1.r!'1elc.a: u Cot..se .u:tJ :.a Brch•l .. e on 16 S.pt~r. Ir. 

U:• N:Otr"'U er~ MrW •--c:.,.ct.• 27 IJI'"O' :t.tt~n wre des~; 

l,; ot Of.r n;y1ng Fc.rueuea han r.o-~ ,..,~,.td. tiS J\-26't an" CTrH.1ab 

•.l)'a rat~d c tbttr airfi.elda at. Bnueont-le-Rot:cor Wid Tricqt:eTllie, 

Ult rt.1lro1.d ,.a.rda at Sel"queux .n4 a pDftr ltAtion M•r ll.c!,lftO . f--b7'a 

J\lppClr\.td t.nt operations or our B-17' • .nd .Ul1•11 8p1tr1.ru eaeort.ed 

and covend i~• miaaiont of :.ne aedi..,. DC bera. In f1 t.t.•r anetv~r-e.nta 

tlrht ,,,el!l)' pl.r~•• •• ,... d~H:tl"'Oyorl; t.h"'• cot otlr f1•ht•r• ..,.. rr.iad.ng. 

'lhe altu.Uc· 1.11 ;..-. Sa.i.•,-....o .,... 1~nnli rapldl7 ca. lCJ SepWo::bu 

wtU:l Lt. ~etlcn d t-'le ··~ N.H«-.t ~tWINfl \.he S..:.• v.d Calor. 

R1"" ..:- U• r.oce"'~tlcm b)' our t.roope or Albe.r.dla. ~ att.cpt.s 

tO 1nttltrat.e nt>t"t,.h; .a.·.d -~:. Of S&.l.e~o cl..rlne \J'If ... Cfti.t da.J'a .-re 

tfl"ecU.,.l7 Nlct. 

'n ont w111s no chart,..,. 1n t.tte dtuaUon l.n Ar-Jl UJ forward troope 

of ttlt 11rH.1th tight.h Arey f~ CalalJrS.. .,.. btlltved wtll beyond 

Sapr1. 

V•dtterra.nean Air C01:.::1a.r.d. bomber •11•1ona c011prltlnr, tON L~ aorUta 

pot.~~~dtd it·• 111•• or cCIII:.'1U\lc:at1on 1n Lhe ill• ed1a1A .r .. r ot the enetQ' 

Sl!JOi!ll 
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pooitiona near Salerno on the night of lu-lS Septemb,er and the follcwing 

day ~~th over BOO tons or demolition bombs, concontratin& on Batt1pagl1a 

nnd the tcnms and rond to the southeast and on the vitnl hi.Y,hway between 

Naples and Salerno, south of ~·t. Vesuvius . The railroad yards at Potenza 

were also successf'ully raided . IJcan'Ylhile tactical m.issiol"a wer-e nmm 

in the ~ediate battle area affording all air support possible to our 

ground units . Enoey sorties over the beaches were on a reduced scale . 

ASIATIC Tlf£1\Tt:R 

1. lOth Air For<:e B- 2) • s successfully bonbed tarnets in J'yinc:ran 

and railroad installa~ions at Sedaw on 15 September. MeamrhUe P-Lo • s 1 

Ilyin• flJzhter-bamb<tr missions , n-achine-gunned ene"'Y tlll'!'ets of oppor ­

tunity in the northern Hukawng Valloy and set fire to an enemy supply 

d\lJllp and buUc\ings at IJaing)<wan . 

2 . Six B-25 ' s and lU P-40•s of ine 14th Air Force bombed buildings 

at Wuchang on 15 September and shot down one of twelve intercepting 

Japanese fighter planes; one of our fi~hters was lost . A raio by five 

B-2L•s on the cenent plant at Haiphong, during ~nieh our planes dropped 

22 half- ton decolition bombs on the ~et, turned into an intense run­

ning firht when .,or e than 50 Japanese fiohter planes attacked our 

formation . Only one B-2L returned; it claiJr.ed 10 (probably 28) ena.,y 

aircraft destroyed . Japanese planes a~taeked our airfield at Kiencw, 

s cor ing hit s on the runway. 
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NJXM.a tN.t A..l.li•d. ~ : ~• ~ anoU:er ha.lt RUe .. 1\.ward 

.._one \he b .. c:!). tC*'&rd Lae &;a-t..ut 1nere.u•4 .,..,. ~ f..ior . !o L • 

Mr\lftNat (.( v .. L.cwt oc.r fen;ea ;-.,..,. 1.!ltllcta ... ., euult.'•• cr. tt.e 

• ~. .U lled tl~ea have r.cw l.anda'd a!.~ bet.nen lM ancl Sal.,.ta, 

Ow-i.r: .. tt:f' n1(.ht. or 11..- lli s,..~,t•rbfor, l~ F\.2l.•a tt.oilrtod lan-e 

tlytn; t>O.'tlt tt.taolced t.he barracks area ac. Alllhen, bb, J.trar-nH planes 

bc:llrl~o t•arobe, but. c•••.sed no da.:-A•e or caaua)tffle, 'r:1e rQUowi.n d.a,7 

?'l eec-on.ed D-<"1.1'e di!Ftroyed app.ro~s...-.at..!y t.e-r1 f'(Urrltd •treratt. 1.n 

a1.ta.~a or. '\.he Wewat: a.nd 3<ra- &!t"U!'O!N:e &.'ld et'.(:>t. dl:wn L lrrcbablJ' t;9) 

Sruroeptln.c J<llr>et;,..e p;..u:ee; wo lo.-t. or.e r-) • .A roroe or 2J - 2S'e 

to YUl..ac•• tr. ~ J'rl.le F~..x.'lbaleo ~~o ad&.":(. F1t:eChbl..rc waa al.o 

bo-....bed by t• J4....2.l•a or;. re~a!:&!"•l r.t:. 1'•!7'1 tll•tc:ed a ... m 'ba.t.t.el'y 

liAtlCII lJt t~ a..lzl .. fai.t area b7 229 Al"!V' IILl'ld tra,.,. bolhb41,.. and tir.h~ra 

•m lL.t S.pt.t~r wat hiAAl.y aucceo.of\tl, Ourtnc i.h1t r,...vioua nLtht. Japanese 

pt&l\., oauted 111inor ua.~a,"'ft •t. Cuad&loanal, and e• 1111 tnt'?' hot-bor rduions 

r•Ot lneftto\.lve ra.ida on t.h~ Ruaaell I.tarl.d• and \lunda, 

On l!i Seplee~ber ai.esicn• t...oWllr,c L:J n...t.•• ecv"Nd t27 79 

t~tl\.•r• ~d J'NrpP:-t.at.lor. borb• c.n ~:-.~us, t.wo B-ll'• bn~~p:•d 

&131 [ 
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~· DJ!CL.USfFTD 
O!D Lette~, t •.?s 

en""Y troope at Vila . Of sor-e SO one~ !1o;htero and fi•llter bol'bt!ro 

eneountol:'<ld, el.jlllt were destroyed ror a looe of tnroe P-4u• • · 

n.e J&Jl&l•••• on Atundol, havinz boon reinforced, eour:terattacked 

our pos1tior,s oppcsite Vlli . Our unite repulsed t...e Japar.eee er orto, 

eaus:bt """'" casualties . Tte ene-;r ahell1no; of Arundel, 3airoko and 

Sunday Inlet continued; there has bo~n 01uc~ Japanese a!r activ' ty 1n 

those areas, as well ae over Guadalcn.nal 1 wlt.n so"~'e resultant da."''&rO ar.d 

casualties . No Japanese were encountered by our forces on Vella Lavelle . 
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Purauant to l•ar J..lepart<nont 1nnructions1 l.iou~enant Oeneral 

John L. De11itt relinquished co..,.IUid o! the Fourth Ioney at 00011 

Pacil'ic lfar Time , lS September 194)1 to llr~adier Oeneral J.,..a W. 

Barnett. 

1. An unioenti!ied airera!t wae oightAd over leol6nrt on 14 

Septem~r . 

2 . Accordi.~; to a late coao.~uniquo , B-l7 's of ~o bth Air Fore• 

att.acY.~d two aircraft plants and a ....U- t>eo.ri.nt; !actor'/ in the ~arb 

...ra...., on lS ::;.pt..rtber. Other heavy '"'d r:~~ta.!ua bc&oer ai.s:dcmtt at.Uicked 

airfields in nort.hern France . ~ixte~n onOI!I,Y planes ~ere oeetroy•d 

by our bom~ro and their eseortinf !i•htera; nine of our planes are 

miesino includin•· six he" vy ban~rs . 

3, Durinr t.he .eek en din• 12 Sept.,.~r 1 the bth Air t·orce 

destroyeo 1191 oro~bly :U.) 1 en.-.y planes in ccoobat !or • lou !rem 

ali c<>ueeo 01 S8 aircraft . The corresrondln · MF ciaims and louea 

in t.hia theater ..,.., oJ, probably 68 , Oen:>&n planes destroyed for • 

loss of dS J rom ill causes . 

t:OH'I'K AFRICA(; THUT.>J! 

Since U Septmcer, Italian t.roora auioted by patri tic c1YU1Ana1 

tlave been !'1 nt.tnc 'JI!tr-..an.s 1n nort.h19m Mel w-eatem Col"siea . Th.er now 

&•••za 
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U QL,U Stl'IC 

OSD ~etter, 6~8·?1 

ooni.I"'l J.j&oc1o and part or 1.h• 1nt.•l"'ter ot t.• ft laland. •! th 

\.be Genn.r .. 1n CCIIlU'Ol or \.he 101: t.hnn, oom.r. 

I"''waaa. The nan. "" OW'" Mdtta a.n4 u • .,. •ben G.ropped JtOro 

Ul...!- llQO \.on.a o! Daa.t~t du-ln; •n. .... CIUC.I aort.t.J rlOWTl in 

IUpport of Ct.r V.round. force1 in t.l\8 Salerno arw1 J J:f\ot.o -rftpl'.a !l'wlw 

t..M lhin road$ t.o t. ba4q cnu • .-t'ec Ulrou-:1 oa.l tilt &r.a . Thirty• 

.. vtn 21.1 ' 1 balaO.d the r'taca.r• "'Jlrot~<l YILNI1 t11t.t.l.n.:_ t.h• en.-.ine 

lhtU a.nu oaus1n,.,. firea and exploalOrl.f , 'lfht.\t t.htre W4JI lit.tlt 

''*V fi ~ht.er oppo8ition to 0\lr bomber fllttlont over the bat.e.lt area, 

lppro;ciut.el.J 72 ftiCI,Y pli!MI op.rttt.eO 1(41ne t. 0\lr ~t"CN.nd !o.rcet UJO 

a441t.lc to Ute fJL;;oa.:.tA n!ntore .. M ot OI.IJ' be•eabnd Gartn:~; ~ 

f'NYiw.a n.J4lt., a.r.ot.ber pa.rae.'U.W! drop wu •"• behind t.._• ~;r 

To t.ht tout.h, t.he Brlt.tah XIII Corp• h •a pu•h•d palrola beyond 

~"'prt , eca.rcel¥ 7U •Uta .rr~ t.ht Jout.hern tnll or U.. kl•rno butA-

h .. d. 

CEIL ZY 
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O&D Le'tor, O.S-11 

etr.aun. ... Lh• 1nt.eer:ration of t.he 'S Arrrq tot"C .. tn Central Africa 

tr.l-0 u-.• t"S 1.r.J.7 Fc:~rc.1 1n t...~ 1114d..:.:e Ea1t . ... at lS Sofrt.-bu :9.u) . 

1 . ~.t"i..r'.( optNt.t.!.er.' on ~ £ept.a~J', lO+..h Air Far:~ Ni1 a 

at-tacked • 1ppitlt: ancl ahol"e 1Nrt..ll -:.1 N aa t:'le rh•r- r•.u- l't:.J\>-..0 

~d •t:.ct.lnly bc:clb•.:: ~ n.llro-'1 )"...rda t.~ Unbalul a &..2U 

a1 .. 1o1 l!lafle a da:U£~ rrld on Wyi~na. In tM! nt.Mif'1• no~1 1 

l"•wU' 1 h.ar• .. ed lnfiii.Y ill.ot..U.a.t1on• ln t.ho ti!Jkllown,c Vall'JY. 

cl1r ct. h1 t.a on a dr)'docJc, a 2w-l'oot. t.oat W\d <'n t.he '«.:.rehOUJie 

U'tw.. ~in• eacorw4 P...25' a _, wh1cn • .,,.. ur.a\11.• to bcll'lb t.'l•ir 

J-l':.a.ILI"7 t.&r."-1\. at F.o.loan doeiut beeUII Of bAd .. ol!~~flr , ,..,_ 1::-ter­

C"J'\otd 1:17 sea. ten Jap.v.81-e ~tcnura; t~r. proM'l!y tln, or W"'deh 

••" a!lo'- down wi\boat ts lo... US tlctl~n 011 etf~t1.ft ... emne..~ 

.. u.~ . 

1. On U Sept.cbor Allied tore .. cloud t.o wlt.Mn t.wo ~U•• 

of t.h.• t.. a1rd.t011e em t.hl -.at. and !o\J.J" ail•• Nl the nort.hwut.. 
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cx:usstriD 
J;ll) t..ttel' , , .... ,. 

boau raided Sabo 1n """""m ~ .... .uine~ Mel •n""'Y-hel<l 1slW1<18 1.0 

~he wes~ . 'nle J"ollorln · clay 1<-2) ,.iuions swept over the Hansa 

Boy and Sepik River repionr I.Uid deotroyoo buU<Iinv,s alon • the 

llnrkhllr.l Valley road . Nino Australinn planes bonlbed and ~:~achine-

r.unned Selaru Island, stnrti.nr fires in the storage area . Our 

reeoMaissance aircraft attacked the te-nt area on ~arove Island, 

=acl.ine-=nned two 011d11.111 shed cargo vessels oU Buka and deotroyed 

bulldin•s on PA.ke Islnnd. 

2. OUr forces en Arundel opera~ed aeainst. st.ron•ly or·anized 

en.,.y positions on :U. September. ~S's bCI!Ibed Vila lfl.t.'l 100-lb. 

de~olition bombs . 
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t" t"t" r 6-S..'l':C 

The Arqy Ground Forces have is~ad a directive ror the mov~ent 

of the Headquarters of •he VII Corps (t:ajor General Roscoe B. \'loodruff) 

i'ro"' Jacksonville, Florida, to the New York or Beaton Port of &nbarl:a-

tion for movement overseas . 

NO!fi'l! AFRICA!l THEATER 

!luring the nit;ht of 13-lL Septe~ber, two battalions of the US 

82nd Airborne Division were dropped as reini'orcer.ents at the mouth of 

tne Sele River . A Geman attack in that area the next day gained some 

ground, causing the rlthdra>rnl of the leJ.'t !'.lank of the US )6th Division 

to a river line seven miles inland and paro.llel to tho coast . The 

positions of the British 56th Division, which ·oas ariven from Bsttipa~lia 

on the lJth, wero consolioated . No challlte was reported in the position 

of the British L6th Division on the north; port facilities at Salerno, 

be in~ under enemy Bhellfire, are not usable . The retr>.aininv combat 

tea~ of the US h$th Division, which was in A~ reserve, is going ashore 

just south of the Sole River . Our forces in this area have been sup­

ported by naval gunfire . 

On the ni<;ht of 12- 13 Septembar, 6$ \Vcllin~tons and other medi\11!1 

and li~;ht bOJtbers hit critical read junctions leadinu into the Salerno 

area from the north and east . !luring the following day the maxi.'llum 

effort of the Strategi c Air Fo1·co 'NilS thrown against tarllets in the 

immediate vicinity Of the battle to prevent fur!.her Ninforccll'.Bnt and 

to disorg~ize one~ concentrations; sensitive points on roads leading 

... ,, . . ... 
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south from J;aples were the principal tarr,ets attacked by the 63 B-17, 

60 B-25, 36 B-26 and 2L li~ht bo~:~ber sorties nown that day . Approximately 

120 enemy planes v.ere over ~ho bottle area; 11 {probably 12) were dss ­

troyed in the day• s operations . 

Operations by all categoriss of Allied bombers ware directed 

against the tlaples-Salemo beae.hhead "'""" on lL September. 

ASIATIC T'IEATER 

On 12 Septa,boto, 12 B-25•s of the lOth Air Force scored hits 

in the barracks s.nd factory areas at Pynv.bwe and dacaged railroad 

installations at Thazi and Budalin . The next day 12 B-25•s dropped l~ 

tons of bombs on the railroad and wnt·orfront at Sagaing . 

PACIFIC A!ID SO:JT!IW!ST PACIFIC THEATERS 

1 . On 12 September, Allied troops eaet of Las advanced to within 

two mil as of the t01, , capturing two enemy stronr points . Our forces 

also successfully attacked positions nort h of Hcath •s Plantation which 

the eneey evacuated next day. Enemy forces are w1 thdrawing north l'l"om 

the Salamaua area . 

! total of 21 B-24•s , eecortsd ~ 4 squadrons of P-JB•s, 

attacked two airdromes in the Wewak area on 13 September , setting 

fire ~<> at least l6 grounded aircraft and destroyinK eiJlht (probably 

12) enemy planes in combat . Twelve 8-~5'• bOMbed enoJ"IY d~fenscs along 

llerkbam Road and set fire to a villBofle . Small ~:~1ssions of Allied 
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08D Letter , 6-S-71 

bomber s attacked buildinr,s at Finschhafen and a villar·• LO niles n<>rth 

of Kaukenau , weotem llew Guinea . 

Twelve ene~ bomber• , e•corted by )0 fi~ter pl&•ea , attacked 

the r -mwa,y at llarilinan (4) "'ilea •eat of Lae) where Allied fichtors 

d«>stro)'1 d t..., (probabl)' tl:ree) o! t!." raicler• !'or a loss or or." ~-!.0; 

12 ct.'>er en""')' planes bcrbed our forces eaet of Lae causin" ...... -.ar.e and 

es.sualtieo . No Uli.l;,av,e resulted fr<> an ono.,y raid on llor obe . 

2 . On 1) Sopt.,.,ber, our artillery intemittontly bonbod Jap 

positions on Vella !.avella. On Oano.,..~a Island, our patrol deotroyed 

l&%"2e quantities ct supplies , equip ent and &."1:; 1.1nitlon. ()1r forcea on 

Arundel ar:d a nearby ialana receivod opuo::od.!.c Jap ar..~ery !lre. 

One ot our reconna1uar.ce planes scomd an etreetive hit on the br.1dl:e 

of an enemy destroyer east of Bourainville • 

- . . . .. 
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WESTER!! I!D! !SPHERE 

llEOLASSIFID 
080 Lotter, 6-3-78 

1. The Anmy Ground Forces issued a direc~iv~ for the movement 

of the bth Infantry Division (~ajor General ~ond 0 . Barton) fro~ 

Fort Dix, New Jersey, to Camp Gor don Johnston, !'lorida, for .,ph1b1ouo 

training . 

2 . The liar Depart:·ent directed the separation fron the Western 

Defense C~d of the Hoadquarters of the Fourth Army, effective 15 

September . This army headquarters, which will move to San Jose 1 

California, during its reorganization , bocomes available to the Anny 

Ground Forcoa for further assignoent. 

J . At tho inotBnce of tbe Under Secretary of War, the War 

Department is makinr. prepar ations for a conference in Washington on 

27 and 28 SGptember, to bo attended by key industrial and labor leaders 

and publishers . The purpose is to convince them, and hence the public 

at large, of the fallacy of the pr evalent assumption that the end of 

tho war is i.mrninent, and to urge the utmost effort in production . It ie 

planned to tert!linat.e the conference by a military domonetl-ation of a 

river-orossing at Fort Belvoir, Virginia. 

A probably hootilo plane .,.., reported over Iceland on 12 

Sopterr.bor. 

li 11 I 
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1)80 Wthr, 1-a-Q 

1 . D.1f1.n& Y"A ni(t:o:. of U·l2 S.;1A""..Mr and t.t.e !OllC'W~ Cla,;":'1 

Allted air core .. ~r lt.al.Jr cor~t.!nD~ to ~ ~cnlon oer:Wra 

a.CtordiJC acceaa t.o UA '-Pln ..,... tn. u • nort.h and ••"-· Jll' .. ty­

•b ~--~oe.. abo e.~ l67 ~ er ~ en t.M Mn(a!""t and 

cUapern.l ana at u. rroaicoM ·~ (loS til•• 101.-r...-.u\ or .._) . 

'n\11 t.&.N4!t. wu abo sueceaat'UllJt at.ta.c«ed b7 122 or cur B-17'• wtllcl"'. 

(. hit. ~n•••nt.o and W1.gn.aco aa ..U. Four ~~~ed1UIII Dember tt. .. ior.l t.ot.&lt.,. 

7S &-26' 1 and ~ B-2S•a dropped cO~ tnar, 2'uu t.e~n1 ot bolnba 1n att&elca 

qa1nt. JeemiA, Fomia, Ari&no, Aulett.a, and Cuttlnuovo . LW.ht. 'bcrbera 

trf.l lW.y, dtat.roy\nt 78 •near;r mN.or- YWtlcltl , ~t•1'1t vj•~ a..ircra.!'t. 

wrt dt1t.ro,.d d.-J.rinc t.heoe ope.r&UOI\J; tor a l.o111 or OM A·J6. & t.ot.&l 

CJt 5N tl..rht....r, !"w-nW:d eOftr rcr ocr f1"'00nd troop~ in v.e Salerno 

...... 
2. Tbere WM bNY)" tig.t.1q CIG lJ Sep\.O.r oa U'le X Corp• fr<lftt 

1t.ert &.t-.e ftrU.t."' S6Vl Di'1'1dor:, aner tuffnl.rc t.e&-.y lou••• wu forced 

out. or 8&t.L1~11a; t.o tl-.e eout.b , u .• lett. nantc et cnar 'II Corpa: wu 

Withdrawn ~ cGn!ont . 'lte Brlt1ah L6t.h Dhlaion ~r~al.ntalned it• p»lt.lon 

north ot $alemo d .. p1te e:-..ay 1nt1ltrat.1on . tltMnh or t.ht Britbh 

7C.h Anlor"td D1v1.Son uo ncnr &r:-iYtn.r, ac. kl•mo . Mon\tcorvi.no ai.rdrGIIle 

waa unuaable W• t.e the proot1m1t.y or the tl'tm)", 'but. til.ht.er airora.tt 

,..,.. expect.e4 to un l&n~ at.ripa near S&lerno \1\a\ day. 

ln Cal&W-la, the nn CoTpat pu•~~ Nf\ldly Mrt.~ t.o the 

15&0It&i 
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aid of the Fifth Amy, now has patrols to the general line : Stronsoli, 

Cosen•,a, Belvedere . Allied control of tho heel is co'"'Plete and extends 

north and west to a general line : Taranto-Bari . 

ASIATIC T!lEATER 

1 . The Pyinmena railroad yards and business district wore hit by 

eeven B-2~ ' • of the loth Air Force on 11 Septembor. Nine B- 25'• darnaeed 

rollin~ stock and a rivor boat at Sogaing. The following ds7 seven B-2~ • s 

attacked Yruoethin railroad yards with 15 tons of demolitions, causing 

heavy damage to tracks and rolling stock . 

2 . · On 12 September ten P-Jo•e of tho 14th Air Force skip-bombed 

and damaged one destroyer and two 500-foot boats in Hongkong harbor . 

Other fighter-bomber mi ssions over the lower Yanrt•e area danaged rail 

installations and an enemy rest camp area south of Kiulda.~fi . One P-38 

was shot down . 

Enemy planes aeain raided Kienow landin~ !'round without 

reported d8CD.fl8 . 

PACIFIC AJID SOUTffi'IEST PACIFIC THEATERS 

l. Sala:naua, the isthmus to the northeast and Kila village were 

captured on 11 September, but the an~my still oocupied tha high ground 

southwest or that villase . Du.ri".fl Allied ground operations on 12 

Septer~r a quantity of enemy equipmnnt was captured on the west bank 

ot tne Busu River. 
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Enemy defense positions north of Lao were effectively raided 

by lU B-2L•s and 12 B- l7 ' e which s ilenced antiaircraft guns and destroyed 

a bridge . Allied reconnaissance airereft raided C!lpo Gloucester airdrome, 

Finschhafen, installations on Oarove Island an<i att..acksd a sulr.larine off 

Cape Orford . Other oissions hit a radio station at Gnsoata, strafed a 

runway nt Selaru and destroyed barges along the sout.hweat coast of ~iew 

Br itain. 

During tho night of 11-12 September, 13 B- 2L •s n~nin bo~bed 

Macassar startin"' large fires in the dock , warehouseJ fuel t.ank and 

barracks areas . One Liberator is rnissing . 

Ener.17 dive-bO<nber s and fl.ehters ds!olnged an Allied vessel in 

a.n attack on Vorobe J oul" antiaircraft fire brought down two bombers . 

2. Amy and Navy bombers and fightare dropped L6 quarter- ton 

bOI'-bs on eneey gun positions on Kolcmbangara on 12 Se~tember; excellent 

results were noted in the target area . Twonty-fivo B-2L ' s escorted by 

llavy fighter craft, which shot down seven of 27 intercepting eneny plnnca, 

raided Kahili with frngmentation clusters and demolition borbs ; sevorsl 

fires were started and excellent results were reported. other B- 2L •s 

dropped quarter- ton bor.Jbs on Vila which is elso being pounded by our 

artillery, Ground t roops on Arundel are pocketing the Japanese on 

the north coast . 
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lli CLASSIJID 
OSD Lotter , 5-S-?J 

Starting 1'r0111 Attu, e~ht B- 24•• and 12 B-2$•s of the lith Air 

Foree, on ll Sopte~ber, boobod Sh~mushu Isl and, the Kashiwabara sta~ing 

area on Puamushiro, and probably sank one larr~e enetnY transport and 

a smaller freiBhter and danaged many lesser vessels in that area . Bor.b-

ing results ware summarized as excellent . Intense and accurate anti-

aircraft fire was encountered . Ten ( probably 13) eneey fir htars were 

shot down; we l ost three B- 24•s and seven B-25•s, but two of the B-24•• 

and four of the B- 25•s May have reached Kanehatka . 

NOR!'H Af'RICAll THE:ATill 

l. On the night of 10-11 Septenber, Bri tish Wellin;:tons dropped 

94 tons of bO!Ilb; on tho road and rail junctions at Formia with e.'<cellent 

rasults , and oediun and f ighter bombers attacked roads a~d notor vehi cl es 

in th~ vicinity of Auletta and Corl oto . lbe next day, 39 B-17 ' s boobed 

the Benevento railroad yards while power Cul forces of n:edilllll bombers 

affectively attacked road junctions in southern Italy, continuing their 

isolation of the Salerno beachhead area. 741 tighter sorties ware flown 

over the beaches in the latter area; 120 ene~ aircraft were encountered 

during the day . Thirty-nino P-40 • & carried out a fighter STmep over 

Sardinia . British aircraft attacked llaritsa and Calato airdromes on 

the Island of Rhodes . The enemy lost 27 aircraft; sight of our Oll'l1 

were reported lost during the day' a activities . 

2 . On 11 September the center of tho Salerno beachhead was 
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extended Wand ten ,ues, as l'ar as EbOliJ the us ~$th Diviaion 

has been &88il:ned to the VI Corps and has entered the beachhead south 

of that town . The Britiah 46th Divilion puahed its aclvance aleMnta 

four miles nortn r Salerno . J.!ont.ecorv1no air4rOI!':e is naw serviceable. 

The llri Uah Ei llth Amy IIOVed forward six :dles north or 

C&tanzaro on 11 Sept.,ber. Patrols ot the Dritiah let. Airborne Division 

fanned out 21) 11Uea weet and 12 miles northwest or Taranto. 

I'IDDLJ:: EAST - CE!<TUAL AJo'RICAII TIEATf R 

General Connolly reports that t.»e Persian Gulf Service c..,.and 

delivered 16),000 long-to"" o! oar•o to tht RusoLans aurin· A·..:uat. 

The target aet tor Sept.eo:ber 1a 17),000 l cn.:-tons . 

ASIJ.'l'IC THEAT.:.R 

On l\.1 Se1 tomber, nine r.~edium bombers or our loth Air Force 

destroyed roll~ stock and hit ferry boats ana a large river boat 

in the vicinity or Sa.•aing. The following day six B- 2h•s started 

fires at the Cnaul< airfield installation. 

1. Alliod troops on 11 September were in contact with the enor-y 

8CII;8 eL•ht 11Ute northnst o! Lao . The Buau River is nooded, h&Mper­

ing our ,round cperatione to the east of the town. At Sel&:>aua, 

Allied ground tore••• captured the airtleld after crossing t.ht nooded 

Francisco River . 
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Auatr llian planes bor.lbed vllla~eo and Ol&ohir.e- gunned '"""""'" 

on Selaru leland and started fires in the dump area at Langgoer (KCL1 

Ia . ) . Dutch B-25 • a bo">bed Laha (A..,bon), and other aircraft haraued 

the eneutf on Garovo leland, set lire t.o a n-ot. hter east of !:ew Ireland, 

_.bed tl:e Ca~ Gl .uceater r...,..... ana aa; agod barges in P.ein 811¥ 

(nortbarn !lew Britain) and alone tne nortl\eaot lif"W Guinea coast . 

2 . Ei~hteen D-2S •s attacked Japanese gun positions on southern 

KolOJtbangara Island on ll September with observed effect . 

J . On 1 Sept.e!:>ber, our planes wero ueirP the landing field on 

Bajcer Island . 

Two Japanese four-enP,ined n;yinv boats were shot down , on 

6 and 9 Septa-bar. in the vicioity or Baker Island. 
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1. An unidentified plane waa plo~t.cl 25 lliles northeut o! Kotn, 

I co lard on 10 Sept.amber . 

2, Escorted 8th Air Force and Allied a:odium boClber minions 

att.acked targets in northern France on ll September, the airfield• 

at Beauvais a.rd Beaumont lo Roger ard the ahipyards at Letrait being 

baabed with good effect. In attel!lpting interception nine onaey 

1'\ghtera ..... destroyed; four or our 1'\chtors aro missing. 

!IOR'J!j Al'RICI.N '!!!E;' '!'E!! 

1. On the ni@)>t or ~-10 Sapte:aber and the following day 52 

British boc>bers attacked the Groeee~c yards (100 miles Nll' of Ramo) 

with 81 tons of bombs; 116 B-l?•a, )5 &-26 •e, and 90 &-25 ' • continued 

their attacks on focal pointe of oommunicaUons surrourding the Naplos 

area . Fighter oo:Dbers destroyed 100 110tor vehicles and damaged 200 

others in attacks against enOIIIY IOOVemente beyord our bridgehead, 

lloro than )50 tona or bc.ba nro dropped on these missions. '!hlrteon 

eneoo;r a1 rcratt were destroyed for a loee or six Allled planes, 

'l'oen~y-!our B-24'• struck another blow at one or the satellite fields 

n Fosgladropping 47 tona or bollba; one (probably throe) of 22 int.er­

oeptine planes wore destroyed w1 thout loss , 

2. 0n ll 5eptOI>ber tho Fifth lo.nr.:/ made some pTOgJ'OSS in tho 

Salemo area against str ong Oei'IIIM ruietance . In Calabr ia British 
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and Canadian ~oops continued their advanoo to capture Catanzaro and 

nnde correspon:l.ing gains on the lliCSt coast. ln the Taranto area the 

ei t\l& tion is very sa tis factory and Brindisi io now under Allied oon-

trol. 

Uajor General Rlllph Royce assumed cOOI!!Bnd of USAl'n!E: on 10 

. September. 

ASIATIC 'IHEA'IW! 

l. l Oth Air Force a-.:25's bombed the NabA railroad junction and 

shippi ng in the Irrawaddy River on 10 September; a 400- ft. boat was 

dacaged. Other medium bombers hi t the north approach of the Gokteik 

viaduct on the J.lilndalay- Lashio railroad, and damaged buildings and 

tracks at Hopin, northern Burma. 

2. On 10 September, 14th Air Force aircr&ft damaged shipping at 

Ki ukiang and Hukow, buildings at 1\'llcheng end the dock area at Hankow. 

or 20 Japanese fighters which intercepted, nina were destroyed without 

Uliod loss . 

Japanese planeo bombed the Al lied airfield at Kienow. 

Six P-38 ' • placed t ... lDOO-lb. demolition bombs accurately 

in tho dock area at canton; one (probAbly two) of ten intercepting 

Zeros were shot down . Ul plones returned safely. 
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P.I.CIFIC AND SOU'l1'!11EST PACIFIC 1l!A '!ERS 

1. on 10 Sopt<lmber Allied artillery was in action to the east 

or Lao , our troops advancing against . sal.smaua captured a strongly 

defended network of positions in the mountains, breaking the enemy•• 

Uno; he 1s in full retreat. Weather h&mpere<l air O!issions but 

Finschha.fen and barge~ along the northeast New Guinea coast were 

attacked . 

2, on 10 September, our troops in tho Boko River area of Vell a 

Lavella continued to advance wi thout Opposition, capturing food and 

equipment . Cl\ Arundel Island, our units, reinforced with r ·rosh 

t roops, are emplacing artillory and mortars in preparation for an 

assault on Jap positions. F.nell1Y shelling of the Bairoko area caused 

no damage , 

Sixteen B-25•s struck at a barge depot and bivouac area on 

Kolo~ba.ngara Island, exploding a possible ammunition dump , 
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1 . During the absence of General Buckner, Maj . Gen . Eugene W. 

Landrum assumed command o£ the Alaska Defense Co<rnand on 10 September. 

2 . A policy haa been set up effecting the rotation of military 

personnel in Alaska on a two-year baeis . The Wat- Dopart:n.ent has issuod 

instructions for tho preparation of the 12$bh Infantry to replace the 

4th Infantry in that theater . 

) . Another Jap was captured on Attu, on 9 September. 

4. A four- engine Gernon airplane '~<as sighted 100 miles off the 

Greenland coast towards Iceland on 7 September . 

$ . The Al'!I\,Y Ground Forces report the Ol'l'ival of the 6)rd Infantry 

Oivision (l!ajor General Frank W. lolillbum) at Camp Breckinrldge, 

Kentucky, for peroanent change of station . 

E\JllOPEAN Tl!EATcJ! 

1. On 7 September, a B-24 destroyed two enell",y medi"" borobers 

intercepted over the Bay of Biscay. The following day one B-24 was 

destroyed in tho same area by enemy aircraft . 

2 . The 9 Sopta!llbor sortios of the 8tb Air Force reported 

yesterday included attacks with Sl tons of bo~bs on a ball- bearing 

and airplane engine works at Bois Col~beo near Pari• and 192 tons 

dropped on aoe"'Y defenses near Boulocne . Results !n the first 
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instance were repOrtod as fair and in tho second as good. Fighters 

carried out 2, hlL sorties to cover sh~pping in the Channel and ~ainst 

enemy a.irfielda 1n northom France . The enemy's activities consisted 

or about J62 sorties . In tho day's operations 18 (probably 2L) en~~y 

planes were destroyed; we lost two heavy bO<nbers , three "edium bO<nbers 

ana five fi•.hters. 

tlORTH AFRICAN THEATER 

During the night of 8-9 Septenber, British Wellingtons banbed 

targets in the Naples aroa preparatory to the landings; tnese tarr eto 

included the railroad yards at Battipaelia and !::bali, Forie on Ischia 

I sland, Gaeta harbor and gun positions at Fannia . Other Allied planes 

attacked linea of communications and nirdromes elsewhere in central 

and southern Italy, ten enemy aircraft being destroyed in coltbat . 

During 9 Septe:llber our heavy an<i medium bombers maintained these 

assaults destroying bridr,es and causing other extensive damage at 

Capua, Cancello, Potenza and other focal pOints on the enemy lines of 

com:nunication in this region . Forty-one B-2L • a hit repair !acUities, 

buildines, .and dispersal bays in attacks on two Foge io oatollite air-

dromes ; at least nine intereeptine enemY planes wel"& destroyed. Other 

Allied planes bo::>bed the landing ground at Scansano and new intruder 

missions over southern Sardinia . 

On 9 September, our forward elements in Calabria had advanced 

to Filadelfia . No eontaot with the enemy was reported but prcgrBso 

in the center was hampered by demolitions . The British let Airborne 
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Division has moved eastward f rom Taranto to occupy Grottaglic airflald . 

In the tlaples area, heavy German resistance was met and the enemy 

NIOCCupied the conurando beachhead at Vietri sul l.lare, near Salerno. 

Salerno its eli was occupied by the Fli'th Army. The OS 36th Dirleion 

has expanded i to own beachhead to a depth of four olleo inland. 

ASIA'I'IC THEATER 

1. Nine medium bombers of the lOth Air Force scorod direct hits 

on the Gol<teik Viaduct and destroyed several buildings at Kamaing, 

on 8 Sept.cober . 

2. On 9 September, eight B-25 •• and eleven P-4U•s of the 14th 

Air Force effecUvely attacked an airdrome at Canton . In the Tungting 

Lake area other aircraft destroyed four river boats and damaJled other 

shipping, enemy installations and rolling stock . Six (probabl y ten) 

enemy planes were destroyed; all of ours returned. 

PACIFIC AND SOI;nr.m>T PACIFIC THEATERS 

On 9 September, Allied troops crossing the Busu River (three mlles 

east of Lao) encountered enemy resiatanco . l~aar Salamaua our forces 

captured a r idge north of Lokanu . Twelve medium bornbers in a sweep 

along the northeast coast of New Guinea destroyed trucks and barge s and 

oachine-gunned enemy- hold villages . other Allied planes harassed the 

enemy tent area on Garove leland, antiaircraft positions in New Britain, 

a storehouse aroa on Ambon and targets on Selaru leland . 

SECRET 



..,. 
OSD Lotter, &-1-71 

Six~en Jap bombers, covered by 1$ fighter planes , bombed our 

airdrome at J.lerauke . Fourteen enemy plartes possibly were destroyed. 

On 9 September, eighteen B- 2u •s, covered by 28 Allied fighters, 

started several fires on Kahlli airfield. Of ten Jap fighters attompt-

ing interception, one was shot down; one Navy fip;hter is missing . 

other Allied planee caused a cargo ship to explode west of Vella Lavolla, 

destroyed a Jap medium bomber north of New Ireland, and attacked Vila . 

Ma jor General F'red C. Wallace hao been assigned to duty with our 

forces in the Sout h Pacific Area . He will probably c<lmmand Espiritu 

Santo . 
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0SD Lottor, 6-3-?8 

l. UL escorted B-17' s successfully attacked an airplane factory 

and airdrome near Brussels on 7 Sept<mber. Other missions that day 

included a raid by 100 B-17'• on targets in the Pas da Cal.ais area and 

a diversionary sweep b;t eacorted B-21J' s "hich bombed an enemy convoy 

in the North Sea . The railroad yards at Lille and St . Pol were bombed 

by lLL B-26• s escorted by 22 squadrons o£ RolF. Spitfires. The next 

afternoon 72 B- 26• s, with 30 squadrons of RAF Spitfires providing escort 

and top cover, dropped nore than 62 tons of high explosive bombs on 

coastal. dafense targets in tho Boulogno area . 1/o fighter opposi tion 

was encountered but the enell\)' antiaircraft gunfire was intense and 

accurat.o . All our B- 26' s returned. 

On 9 September a new high for a sinc!le day of Alterican air 

operations over the Continent \'t'U roachedl with our bonbera and fighters 

flying more than 1,000 aorties in conjunction with an amphibious exer-

eise . Targets in nine areas. in northern and northwestern France 1rore 

attacked and good results Ylero reported . Little sneey fi8hter opposition 

was encountered except over the Paris area where B-17 1s shot dawn 15 

sneey fighters . Alliod planes supported our operations) five bombers 

and three fighters have not returned . 

2 . ~ing the week ending 5 SeptOlllber, the 8th Air Foree destroyed 

38 (probably L7) enemy planes for a loso from all causes of 21 airplanes . 

Corresponding RAF figures for tho period waro u9 (probably 59) enemy 

planes destroyod for a loss of 150. 
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1. 'r • 'lit.erbo &rid San Pareraa1o a..lt"'t''O"es were etteothel.J" 

att.aeleed by Allied ~ ... <Nrt.nc t.M nli:ht. of 7-.8 Stpt.hb.1.r. OUr 

l1f:ht and tttdita b<r~n.iltOJ•'- abt1on• raid-d ,..Ut-oad yarcl11 t.n .out.h• 

ern IWL17. n-.e follcwir.c dq \.he 0..-...n headqaart..8re at. P'r'aeont wu 

_,t.hctred lq 1.)1 a.l711 ~1c:h dl"'pped )69 \.ac.a o! baC;.a and. LIO 

ctnt..:"',..d :a (proba.O.l.T 19) or ~ tntiiO' &ircn.r.. ~·'-'' .. 'h =e B-17 

-.. enot Ck:-.ra b7 •"*V L"\ti.&!.rentt. ti.N . !)-2.io•s, at.taelt1AC oa. or 

the rof'J(ia eat.elllte ai.rdrome.a, d'ltLra,red 13 (probably lS) ''*".Y fiiht.ert 

1Z'I t.he air and four aircraft. on the gNund. Our •d.1• bor!'bere •cored 

cU.roct. hlh on bri~'!t'a at. T.rebta.ac:ee a.r4 8&Jn"1 and bccbed t. ·• hl£t:n,y 

u t.A:Jrta, 252 \.Oc.a or~ belne ro.MdJ u-_,... ~ ttcbt..t'l .. ,.. des­

t.:"O)'ecl&t a coat. or two e-2S'•· p..u,)'• n .. !ic;ht.er""'~r aJutor.1 

over S.!"diAia a ·a1n direct~ c.het.r at~ciet or. the PU.Ulonll ~ • • 

2 . I>Jrlnc 9 Septe~":ber t.he Brt thh Xlll Corps aft pt. nort.hwa.rd 

t.'l')rou,.cb Calabria au:in · cont.act wtt.h \.he brif.ad. 11'!'11¢1 lt.nded nfl&r 

P1.u.o ,. ... wl"'dq and poab:1.nc adY&n" tl-.::t.s u tar u .\nc1Wla. On 

tote Mat. oout ")• c..n..~ hav. 000\:;l.t.d s.GQJ..ato; rAClt.l:lble OOCI.\.-ct. 

w:it;s t.."A .-:~ wu reponed. 

lrleey (orcea UM!leceu.tull,r count.eratt.&Clced • 46th 01vb1on 

beach poaltlon near Salerno dllrJ.nc the aom1ng. Lt . Otn . MArk W. 

Cla.rft b 1n oo..and of the troop• lancL11\c 1n Uda ..,... . lll A.llled 

fon:.ee Oft 'the lt.allu ~ a.tt Meier t.t.• ~or;;unti of Oener.l Sir 
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OSD Lot tor , 5-3-78 

An Allied naval torce arrived safely 1n Taranto narbor witn 

the 1st British kirborne Division; a friendly reception was accor ded 

our forces . 

J . Ventotene I s l and was captured on 9 September, t ne Italian 

garr ison surrendering without opposition . 

u. General &isenhower states tnat no rore I talian prisoners of 

war will be evacuated from his theater. Several thousand remaining 

Oenr.ans will be evacuated at an early no~"e.nt. 

ASIATIC THEATER 

1. lOth Air Force B- 2S• s ocored direct nits on barracks at Lashio 

and on the Shwebo airdrome ori 6 September . The next day B- 2S• • sco1'8d 

direct hits on t he Ookteik Viaduct with quarter and half ton bombs 

despite accurate eneoy antiaircraft fire . Eight B-2~ ' • mined the channel 

sout hwest of Elephant Point in t he Rangoon Estuary. 

2 . General Chennault reports additional B- 2u ferry- bomber missions 

attacked IJyitkyina on !), 6, and 7 September hitting tne town and air-

dro!'!C . On 8 September t wo US f~hter planes haraased the railroad 

northeast of Yochow. 

J . During Augu•t, our 14th Air Foree destroyed more tnan uu 
enemy airpl anes wi thout loss in action , althouf!h of 22 of our planes 

reported as damaged only eight ,.,.,,., listed as repairable . 
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4 . Br~adier Ocneral Albert C. Wedemeyer nae boon designated as 

the Deputy Chief of Staff for Admiral Lord Louis l.lountbatton • s Southaaat 

Asia Command . 

PACIFIC AJID SOU'lllWEST PACIFIC Tf!EATERS 

L The Allied forces operating near Lae advanced to within four 

~ilcs of the town without contacting the enemy on 8 September and also 

occupiod Hopoi ~~thout opposition . 

The buildines, airport and adjacent antiaircraft installations 

at Lao were effectively bombed by ten B-17's, lh B-24•s and seven B-26•s . 

B-2$•s, raiding the lower Markhac Valley, destroyed a bridge and silenced 

antiaircraft positions . South of Salamaua, machine-gun positions were 

silenced by A- 20•s . 

Nine B- 24 ' s bombing Babo started l&r(lB fires; Australian 

Hudsons attacked the airfield at Langgoer . A Catalina seriously damaged 

a freighter sout heast of Cape St. George . 

Allied destroyers, while shelline Lae waterfront, destroyed 

two (probably three) attacking one~ planes . 

2 . A Japanese barge operation on tho north coast of Arundel on 

8 Septemoer wae repulsed . Our forces made slight gains along the 

northeast coast of the island that day . Japanese artillery continued 

to shell Bairoko !larbor but caused negligible damage . The landing 

strip and supply areas at Vila were &Gain attacked by our b01tbers . 

Ene~ aircraft attacked !lanumen (Ellice Islands) on 8 

September . 

• 



liAR DEPARI'IIBNT 

lll.ll.Y OPERATIONAL SlllllURY 

llo. 6J8 

0100 Sept..llber 8 to 0700 Septeaber 9, 194.3 

COPY FOR ----



OIJU' CIF 
4/>lllAMl 

DIVISIONS 
1!!110.\DES ASHIJIE 

US )6TH AMI 451'!1 _ 
DIVISIONS LAXDIIIl 

•~u . _.., .. t • •• t•••u 
' I lilt.• ' ••• 

• • .. 
• •u.t 

...... -·· C.O.,I.Lt Ill lltt.tiiOI ..0 Ull'ft l f till&lltCfl • •• ,.... .. ~ ...... -



• 

, 

Dli'.OL~SSUID 
OlD Lotter, I I II . 

!!0 ROPEAN Tl!EA T l':R 

l. An uniden~i!ied airplane """ plotted over Iceland on 7 

Sept.,ber. 

2. On 8 Septer.ber, J.hJ MdiU'l bo.bers of tne 8th Air Force, in 

two missions escorted by RAF Spitfires, attacked tbe Nord and Vendoville 

airdromes at Lille . No enO!lly fighters were encountered and good bomb-

ing was reported. Our only loss was a modiu.11 bomber which crash-landod 

in the Channel • 

NORTH AFRICAN THF.A TER 

l. British Wellingtoos bombed ~ho BattipagUa railroad yards 

during the nigbt of 6-7 September, ieavin 3 the entire area a!ire. 

Allied light bombers attacked the town of Capua and etarted a large 

fire in the railroad yards at Altamura . The next day, two larne 

formations of our B-17 ' • attacked the Foggia landing grounds with 

179f tons of b0011bs. llore than 70 enemy planes aggressively attacked 

our fo~ations; we destroyed 11 ( probably 12) enemy fighters and lost 

two B-17 ' s . Other Allied planes heavily attacked en""'y c<ru~un ications 

in the Sapri--Trebisacce region,railroad yards at Cr otone, targets o! 

opportunity in aouthem Italy and tho Pabillonis landing ground in 

Sardinia . 200 """"'Y a ircraft attacked Bizerte and lost five of their 

n~ber; no da~aae hae been reported . 

2. General Eisenhower reported 'larshall Badogl to'$ an:touneement 
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llEOLASSifU!) 
OSD Lotter, G-S-?8 

at 1~4$, 8 Sept~ber, of the armistice . 

). The US 4$th and J6th and Britioh 46th and $6th Divisions be~ 

••ccesoful landings alone the OUli of Salerno durin~ the eorly morning 

·hours o!' 9 Sept~ber despite some resistance by shore batterifl!s nnd 

11oderate air opposition . COIIl'llandos and Rangers, landing at !!aiori, 

encountered no resistance. On the toe of the Italian boot , British and 

Canadian units forged ah'!ad, :reaching Locri on the south coast and 

Pollstena snd Rosarno in the north and neet.irt.; German ~ar gua:rds a.'r\d 

demolition par tioo only. A Briti sh brigado plus a force of Coomandoo 

landed on th~ beach so~thwest of Pizzo . 

ASIA TIC T'!l'~ TER 

1. Twanty-five hoavy bombers of the lOth Air Force carried out 

a series ot e!tective raids in the Rangoon area on 6 Saot~ber, during 

wn1ch a wa rehouse, an oil refinery, and four large freighters were 

set af\ro and soveral nailer craft sunk. Five (probebly 1$} inter-

cepting en.,..y planes .. ere destroyed. The !ollO'rtnj day, nine "'odiu-, 

bombers co.,pletely destroyed the railro&li .1une.t l.on a t Ywataung, eentral 

Buma, bottling up rollinJ, stock in the yards . Another medium bomber 

successfully bombed and machine-gunned targets in Uaingkwan, northern 

Burma. All of our planes returned. 

2, Oenoral Chennault reports that B- 24•o on terry mi~o1ons 

bo'nbed tho one:ny a i rfields at Tengchung and l!yitkyina on 3 and b 

Septt!rlber; hits were observe-d on t.he runways and. installations . 

.. • • "'. I I 



" 

., 

• 

"' 

.. , ', l • I J &3 

-~ '· ~"" .. oz;, " :'Q.o~ .o:_·_ ~· 1' 
~ FUILCJ!O ,. 

II 

·. 

:' II 

10 

' 

• 

0 

.; •.· ..,.. 
:. · !. !ID'I BRITAIN I, 

VI TIAZ ST. ' M-"-"..._ 
• 

"!!!~"-L' LAB .'~ ~OlDMON IS. 
"' ·- t"'-

DCI!Q)J!!A . ' "'a. \ 

...__.:-..~-· ~ . ARU!~~~ == ..... .... 
10 

leAL< 

·-;;:-~•;•;,,_-;;==---·-· - II 

. ·" 
"" ... 100 ... 



( 

»ISOLASSIFIID 
PBD Lotter, 6-S-72 

~C!FIC AND SOUTI!Wl!ST PACIFIC THPA TERS 

1. In b.io operations ou.'lllllllry for 7 September, General. llaclrtnu.r 

reports that Allied advance units •re now six miles wsst or the Lae 

airdra>e . B-2h•s and B-26•e st.art.ed fires in the Lao area. Near 14orobe, 

16 P- J6• s and P-bo• s intorcepting )7 ,Tapanase nirara!t destroyed four 

enerny fighters and forced the bombers to jettison their bombs; all of 

ou.r planes returned safely, Other Allied 'llissions attacked tmfllly bo rgeo 

and other targets in tho N.-• Britain, Vitia. Strait, finschhafan, and 

14arkha'll Valley areas . 

Five (probabl y seven) on~y fightors were destroyed when our 

planes intercepted 21 enemy reconnaissance and fighter aircraft near 

Darwin; three Spitfires were lost. Six Japanese planes, raidin6 the 

Dobodura arcat caused no d&~age . 

2. The preceding day Dutch B-2$' s b01>bed Fulloro, C&pe Chater, 

and Dilli . 

J, On 7 Sept.tnber, our groWld forces wsro meeting increased enemy 

resistance in the northeastern area of Arundel Island . 

Two B- 2$'• bombed with obsorved effect the barge depot end 

supply points east of Ringi Co~e, south Kolombangara Island. 



DR DEPARI'II!!N'l' 

~ OPSRATIOIW. &lliiiJ.Rl' 

No. 637 

0700 September 7 t.o 0700 September 6, 19uJ 

~ !::£!! 

~~~ 



••n .u, .. , .. , 
I JIH9' I t • t 

• 
• 

1--··== ........ ~ .. ~~ ...... ..:·· •. a: 

·~· .. 11 '-Il l ... ,.LI I Ill IIUilJIOII .... UUt,ll MU$11 t it 
f'UtM .. ~~-



SlJROPEAN T!IEA TBR 

1 . '.tajor OeneraJ. I ra C. Eaker has been assigned to c<nund tho 

US A,_,y Air Forces in the United Kingdom in addition to his duties as 

Commanding Oenoral, 8th Air Force . 

2. Photo reconnai ssance made late on 6 Sept8lllber showed that 

Stuttgart ..,., still buroinJ after the raid by the 372 heavy b<nbers 

of the 8th Air Force early in the day. It is now reported that our 

bombers destroyed 84 (probably 114) onemy aircraft for a loss of JS 

B-17'• of which five landed in Switzerland. 

NO!!rH AFRICAN T!IEA TER 

British naval gunfire provided support for the left flank of the 

British Sth Division durin~ S Septe:11ber. Allied troops captured San 

Stefano on that day and Palmi and Delianuova the next. 

During the night or S-6 Septe:ober and the following day Allied 

bombers heavily attackod Gaeta harbor, the railroad yards at Villa 

Literno and the Pomigliano, C&podichino, Orazzanise and Capua airdromes, 

all noar Naples; mora than 200 tons of bombs wer-e used. At lea.st 

nine en~y planes wero destroyed f or a l oss of two of ours . 

ASIA TIC T~FATER 

l. On 6 Sept.,ber 12 B-25 ' o of the lOth Air Force dropped 

fra&mantation bC>"Ibs on the enemy barracks at llaymyo, northeast of 

U&ndalay, with excel lent results . 

-
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D~CLASSIIID 
0111 Let ter, a..a.ta 

2. l~th Air Force !ightors sank or da.,.aged !our .,aU steamers and 

several a-naller cra!t, destroyed four .&11&11 loeO'notivee, an enny tram -

port plane and other en ... y traneportation !acU!tieo, w-recked an iron 

foundry and a radi o station nnd infli cted about 100 casualties in raids 

in tho Yangtze valley east of Tungting Lake on 6 Septnbar. 

PACITIC AND SOIITif<fl'ST PAC!FIC THF.ATMS 

1. Alliod landing forces L~ the Lae area wora axtonding their beach-

head on 6 Sspte::.bor; pressure was maintained also on the Sala..·naua front . 

Transport planos c~encod landing on tho Nadzab airfield during the 

afternoon . Our heavy .and -nedium bO!nbers started lat"ge fires and de-noUshed 

eneny defensive areAs north of the Lae airfield and pounded the '"'lattang 

airfield and plantation to tho east . 0! JO en,.,y planes intercepted 

over Huon Oul! by Allied fighters, seven (probably lJ) were ohot down 

for a loss of only one Allied f1Jhter. Other ~issions left en~y small 

craft buming off New Britain and made harassing raids on Selaru and 

Timor Islands . 

2. The en""y' • gun positions at Vila were r&idad on 6 Sept.,..ber 

by 2~ 8-2u ' s; excellent results were obtained despite heavy and accurate 

antiaircraft !ire. Seven escorted ·a-25' s dropped 84 100-lb. b011bo on 

Kakasa, Cho1seul bland, hitting ohoro installationo and gun positions. 
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EUROPI'AN THI'A TER 

-lm:l.ASSlriD 
l iD Le t tel', 1-a-fl, 

Large formations ot 6th Air Force B-l7•s, escorted by P-47•s, 

boobed Stuttgart and other targets including the French airfields 

at Orleans and Conches on 6 Sept~bor. Peroistant tighter and anti­

aircraft opposition was encountered. US and British l ight and medium 

bombers concentrated against r&ili:'Oad yards at Rouon, Abbeville, 

Serquoux, Amiens, and tho docks at Boulogne. Eighty-two eno~y fighters 

wore destroyed in these operations which cost the Allies J9 planes. 

NORTH AFRICAN TijEAT"-R 

During tho night of 4-> Sept.,ber and the following day further 

heavy attacks were :nade against Grazzanise, on the railroad yards at 

Battipaglio and on the Viterbo airdrcne, where 1)9 B-17 ' s dastroysd 

at least two of 20 intareepting enemy planes. Targets o£ opportunity 

in sou.them Italy also were bit by our mediUlll and light boober and 

tighter aircraft. Over Serdinia, four B-2S•s mounting cannon and )6 

P-40• s attacked the radar installations at Pula; other P-4o• s b., bed 

a landing fiold near ?abillonis. 

ASIA TIC THEATER 

1. Heavy b<>:~bers or tho lOth Air Force operated successfully 

against enemy COll:llunications in southern Burma on ) and 4 Septo.,ber. 

Two B- 2L •s made an eftective attack on the dock area at Nicobar leland; 

six others struck ahippirtg irtatallatione at Rangoon; and two seven .. 
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lllCLAIISIJ'ID 
OlD Lottor, 6-8- 71 

plano missions eueee$o!ully bombed railroad yards at Letpadan . 

On S Sopt..,bor eighteen B-25' ' e oeorod direct hits on tho 

separation and flotation plants and othor installations at the Naootu 

mines. 

2 . On 5' Sept..,ber, two 16-plan• fighter missions of the lLth Air 

force bombed the railroad yards near Lao Kay (150 miles nortlnrost of 

Hanoi); aU planes returned safely. Survivors of a crew of a B-2L 

forced down in the Hankow raid on 21 August report thet they shot down 

lL Zeros bringins the total ene~y losses for thet raid to 57 ; two of 

our bombers were lost on this ratd. 

PACifiC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC Tlll'AT~RS 

1 . Allied t roops east of Lae extended their bridgehead eastward 

without res\etance on 5 Sep~e~ber. Twen~y miles northwest of Lae, 

our para.tt'oops, carried 1n 82 transports and aided by a S"Dokescreen, 

captured the Nad•ab airfield , while three miles further west ground 

forces crossed t"le Markham River by ponton bridge . Simultaneously a 

heavy b~ber attack was made on the Japanese defensive position lower 

down tho river at Heath ' s Plantation . A heavy aeria"L bombar<Went by 

2L heavy bombers and 68 B-25 ' s supported the dr op of tho parachutists . 

These operations cO'Ilpleted the encircle:nont of I.ao and Sa.lamaue. where 

tour Japanese divisions are now cut off . 

In strategic support of the operation other Allied planes 

neutralized Ganata and Cape Gloucester ai..rdtvnes. In nortl:rwest~m 

~"" Ouinea three B-2L•s raided ~anokwa ri harbor. 



and 'lappi. 

2 . On S Seotnber, our rorcoa .. ado contact wtth tho en""'Y in 

northeaet~m Vella !Jlvella Ial.an~. Scouts con!inn that th~re are no 

Japan••• on Santa Isabel Island . 
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WESTF.RN ffiXIS!'HERE 

1. Lieutonant Ceneral Qnar N. Bradley has ooan deoi!Plated as 

Coa-nanding General, Pirst Any. 

2. The War Departlnent issued orders yesterday assigning Lieutenant 

Ceneral Delos C. l!lolons to c0111'1land the Western Defense Coo~and and 

appointing Lieutenant Ceneral John L. DeWitt as CanJnandant, Army and 

llavy Staff College effective on or a bout 15 Sept..,ber. 

BU ROPFA~ TJ!FA Tl'..R 

During the afternoon of L September 14L B- 26•s, escorted by J) 

squadrons of Allied Spitfires, carried out attacks on th• Lillo, 

Courtrei, St . Pol and Hoze>rouck railroad yards; 195' tono of hmlbs 

were dropped with good effect and all our B-26• a ret~>rned safely. 

On 5 Sept.., her 72 B-26• s successfully attacked the railroad yards at 

Ghent. British Spitfires escorted this ~ission and another against 

Courtmi which could not be performed dua to bad weather; three int.er-

eepting planes were destroyed and all of our aircraft returned . 

NOR:l'H AFRICAN THFA T~R 

catt.andos landed at Bagnara on L Septe.ber without opposition . 

During the night of 3- 4 Sept..,ber, 27 British 'llellingtons dropped 

45 tons of bonbs on the C&pua airdrcne and 49 others attacked Capodichino 

rtth 92 tons; both missions nre .successful . J1.eavy weather th.!t next 

da7 int<>rforod ·nth our h..avy banbf>r operations ; 19 of the Bl oscorted 
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o,ao Lottor, 6-8-7~ 

B-17's,d1spatched to renew the attacks on Cnpua and Capodichino air-

drcmes, bo~bed Terracina with undetel'llinod rosults. Thirty-six of our 

fight••• 'll&chine- gunned en""'y lines of coumun1cat1on at Sessa Aurunca 

and an equal nu~hor attacked railways near cancello and a landing strip 

at Orazzanise . lhlring these operations five ene.,y planes W$rG destroyed; 

we lost one bcrnber and four fighters . OUr li,;ht bOC!Ibero attecked road 

and railway co"!l'nunications at Cosenza.., Catanzaro and ~aeastro. Fighter 

patrols over the !leso!na Strait destr oyed eight en8:lly aircraft . During 

the day, ene~y planes made repeated atte~pts to carry out reconnaissance 

~issions over Biter~ Harbor; these ~ere prevented by our covering air-

craft which destroyed two or tho enemy' s planes. 

ASIA TIC T!l!A T"R 

1. A late report indicates t~At in additional operations on 1 

Sept,..ber our lOth Air Force B-2b•s raided the llandalay yards , starting 

fires, one of whicb wa s visible for fifty .. ues. Tho nel<t day our 

bombers dropped 27 tons of demolitions with observed •!'oct on railroad 

tracks, rolling -stoek , warehouse installations and barracks at .Pyaw'bwe_, 

destroyed work shops and warehouses at Cha\1.k_, and scored hits en wharf 

installations at Toungoo. 

On b September 8-25• o b<nbed Su:nprabu.-,, llay:nyo, !la'lltu and 

Raipaw; rail in•talla~ions were da:naged ot Namtu and oeveral buildings 

dastroyed at Roipaw. 

2. Japanese airplanoa bombed and machine-gunned our airfields at 
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OSD Lotter, 6-8-?-

Wuehow on 4 Sept«nber. fen B-25' • and eleven P-40•s of our 14th Air 

Force bo.bed the Tionho airfield near Canton; three, probably four, 

ot lS JapanMo fight ers encountered were shot down . All our planes 

returnod safely. 

PACIFIC A!ID S01JTHW"ST PACIFIC THF.A T1'1lS 

1. On 4 Septe-nbe r, an Allied force, supported by destroyer gunfire, 

landed unopposed 14 miles east of Lae and advanced on the town through 

the jungle . Our bQ,tber s heavily bolllbed the en""y i nstalla tions oast 

and west. of the beachhead. Unsuccessful air attacks on our l.a~tding 

craft and naval vessels during the day cost the en~y 21 (probably 22) 

ai reraft shot down and four da-.aged. 

A-llied planos s tarted large fires in the town area and on 

the airdr~e• at Rabaul , boobed the airfield at Ga~ata, and destroyed 

four barges and da~aged 16 others and two launches in shipping sweeps 

north of New oritain . Nine B-24•s start ed fires in the bivouac and 

dump a reas a t capo Gl oucester and ten Allied planes effectively bombed 

Koepang and Tenau on Ti~or. 

2 . US Amy and Navy an~ Now Zealand aircraft pounded the en..-ny 

positions at and west of ViLa on 4 Septe'l!ber with "llore than -20 tons 

of de~olitions ; nine B-24 •s, escorted by 41 Allied fighter pl&,es, dropped 

12 t ons ot baobs on Ballale. Excellent results wore reported on all 

targets . 

Our troops have come under Japanese machine- gun, mortar and 

artillory fire near the northern end of Arundel Island. 
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Arrangemente aro being completed for the termination of ~ 

anti-submarine operatione in tha United Kingdom on lS October, and 

in North Africa not l ater than Jl Oct ober. This is part of a pr o­

gram under which the llavy ie to take over and consolic!ete nll anti­

sub~ino activiti es . 

'IIESTERN HI:JIISP!lERE 

The War Department issued instructions tor the separation or the 

First Army trom the .Eastern Defense command effective 10 September 

and tor tha moveoent of the headquarters and headquarters units of 

the First Artrrt to a port of embarkation for ehipmon t overseas in 

Oc:tober and Novettbor. 

EUROPEAN THEA T£R 

An wti c!entified airplane was fired on over Iceland on J September. 

British and Canadian t r oops continued' to advance on tho t oe of 

Italy; Reggio and San Giovanni have been captu.red. 

B-24 1s attacked S~na with 76 tons of explosives on 3 September, 

ccmpletel.y covering the railroad yarda, etation , repair shopa and 

administration buildings, and blowing up a powder a tor age warehouaa , 

Twenty- aeven (pr obably 33) intercepting eneClY planea were doeatroyed; 

six of our planes failed to return . 
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llodium and light bombers h.l.t Coson•a, airdromes at Crotone and 

Camigllatello, and gun positione near San Stefano and Scill". Eneey 

fl.ghtere wero forced to jettison their bombs over their own territory 

in southern It..ly. Fifty-one or our P-hO•e bombed ""d machine-gunned 

radar stations at Pula and carbonara in Sardinia. 

!aDDLE EAST-cENTRAL AFRICAN TREATER 

General Connolly reports that the Persian Gulf Service Comand 

assembled during August 5,4~ trucks for the Russillns . 

ASIATIC THEATER 

1. On 1 September, six B-24' s and two B-25 '• of the l Oth Air 

Force bombed l!andalay with excellent results while 26 B-25 • s started 

fires in storage buildines at Sagaing, and scorod effective hit s in 

railroad yards at :twataung, Monywa ud Hsipaw. 

2. Japanese bombers raided the 'lluchow and Narnyung airfiel ds on 

3 September; no report hae been received as to the damage. lhth Air 

Force fighter aircrcft, dropping fragmentation clusters and quarter-

ton dsmolitions, dsstroyed enemy barracks and installations at Pho Lu. 

3. Genaral Wheeler bas reported the opening of the northern 

supply route to Oh.l.na. This route otarte at Karachi and rune by rail 

and road northwest, thence around the f!iJnalayano and southeast to 

Chungking. !)20 trucka provided by the Britioh are now en route to the 
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railhead at Zahedan in eutem Iran. 

PA.CD'IC A.Nil SOUT!mES'i' PA.CD'IC TI!EATEml 

BuUdings and defense ueaa at Lu were heavil.J' bombed on .3 

September by 21 B-2L ' o and tl!O B-17 ' • 1 27 medium bombe rs oucceostully 

raided, the Cape Oloucoator area While nino others attacked ene~-held 

v1ll&gea northwest of Lao . To the ""at, a1x B- 2b•s hit buildings, 

barraek:a, and an airfield at Alobon . 

Another suecesstul attack ftl udo on Jtahlli on .3 Septel::ber; 

four B-2$1a, escorted by six Allied P-I.O•a, bccbed and uchil!e"'IIUMOd 

Webster Cove, near 'llla; and one B-21& on a reconnaieaance miasion aank 

two eno~ b!J.r&eo soutlroeot ot Choioeul . Patrols on A.runclel have 

reached the eoaat directly opposite vua River. 
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G~IERAL 

Tho War D<lpart .. ent infomod all theatu commande rs that since our 

ene:aies may conetroe possession or uae ot ccmru!rcie.l type lead ball 

~unition a violation ot the Hague Convention. necessar,y atep1 ~u•~ 

be taken to retum all caliber .J8 ccn.,ercial type ~Enition to the 

United St.at.ea and prevent. its use 1n t he .,e&nti'ltt . 

OROPWI T~fA T!R 

A total cf 29L 8-17 ' • supportod by 172 P-b7•o attacked seven Gorman 

Air Force inatallationo, airdrooes and airplane factories in tho llo do 

Fra.'1CO 011 ) Sep~ber, the lar;;est raid being one by 102 8-11'0 acainst 

an •1r de:>Ot at Ro->Uly- our-Selne; the C&udron-R«lault factory at Faria 

""" .Uso includ...S in tho i>erlbingo. Our planu d•stroyed 27 (probably 

Ll) ~n~y f1thtora; nine B-17'a (three per c•nt or the total) and one 

P-b7 were loat . Our modiu~ bo~bero, strongly escorted by ~ Spitfiroe, 

noided Urdrcm., at Lille and Beauvaia . Returning crews reported 

generally aood r .. ult.a . 

HORT!l AFRICAN T'i!AT!R 

l. Toetorday' a landings betwoon R4aa1o di Calabria and C&tona 

were acca.plished by the British 'th and canadian l ot Divisions . 

2 . During the night or 1- 2 Sept ... ber, )9 Britbh 'follingt.ono 

bo:lbed railroad ,..rda and buildinil at Avera&. The next day 76 8-17'• 

cau.sed s evere d.ba4e to a hops , fre1;ht. lh4da, rollin& stoek, and t.redc: e 
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1n the Bologna railroad yards . Other Allied pl!!-nee a ttacked the rail-

road yards at Balzano and Trento on tho Brenner line; photographs ohow 

excell'!nt results at. Solz.ano whel"': th_, Iscaro River bridge was broken, 

and wh1:n-e t._e tracks were eut at Trento . The tracks southwards were 

blocked at C&ncollo .mere Allied aircraft battered the yards. In C&labrte 

attacks were naade on headqUD.rU,rs wast of Ort.i and southeast o! Rosarno, 

troop concentrations a t Bova :.Iarina, a re.dar station e.t Spartiv·ento, ard 

gun positions east of Reggio. A lSOO- ton morchant vessel was bit off the 

west coast of Greece . 

C&tania and Augusta nro raided by nine en""'y planes; t hree or four 

of thA ene~y ware shot down . There were no casualties or damage. 

ASIA TIC TH"_A TER 

1 . A suppl..,entary lOth Air Force report for 29 Auguot states that 

five B-2h•s and 18 B-2S 's dropped hl tons or banbs with good results 

on town and railroad installations at >!yitkyina and in northern Burna . 

2 . On 2 September, tan B-2S•• covered by five P-hO•s of our lhth 

Air Force set fire to three fuel tanks, blew up • lar&e camouflaged 

building, and machine- gunned boats at Rang Kong. Two of tho escorting 

P-40•s, in a low-level attack, hit a 200-foot ship in th• B&"lle area. 

One (probsbly three) intercepting enemy planes were destroyed; all of 

our aircraft returned. 

3. The War Cepartmont informed Generals Stilwell and Ferris of 

the ostablis~ent of the Soatbeast Asia Con~and ander Lord Vountbatten . 

....,'<JCRET 
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PACIFIC AND SOUTirNl'ST PACil'IC T'!EAT!!RS 

1. On 2 Septenl>or our ground troops inflicted heavy ca!llaltios 

upon t he enemy west and southwest of the airdrono at Sal.amaua . Sl.xteen 

escorted B-25 '• attacked shipping which had nrrived with reintorce~ents 

and supplies in the \lU"....ak areaJ s inking t.hree large r~erchant vessel s; 

another freighter , a gunboat , and a number or 511aller craft were 

badly damaged. Our planes on this misoi on shot down lb (probably 22) 

enaoy planes; we lost three B-25•s and two P-38•s. Twelve B-l7 ' s and 

nine B-26•s bombod the runways at Cape Gloucester and machine- gunned 

barges at Finechha!en and Lae . Seven (probably nine) ene~y planes were 

destroyed ; one B-1 7 is l'liesing . 

Other Allied planes attacked an enemy convoy near Cape St. 

George. dropped bmbs on the barracks area oo Gamata Isl and and 

cachine-gunned barges in Borgen Bay. 

2 . Our artillery continued to shell Vila on 2 September; Army 

and Navy planes attacked antiaircre!t positions and supply dumps at 

Vila and Kahili with excellent resulte . Navy f i ght er planes destroyed 

four en~y aircraft on the runway and mach1ne- gunn$d personnel at the 

.Kahili airdrome, destroyed two lawtehes in nearby wate rs, and shot down 

an eneny medium bonber off Rennell Island . 

J . Santa Isal>ol Island is reported to be evacuated by the enemy. 

4. lla jor General Os car W. Griswold extended the canmand o! the 

XIV Corps t o include Vella Lavella at lJOOZ, J September. 
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A Japansae a irplano flew over Attu on l September; closing we& thor 

precluded interception ~ our fighters baaed on Shsoya and Attu. 

en l Sept .. ber ten eacort.ed A-20 's raided the eneoy rail canter 

north o! Antwerp. 

B-17' •• escorted by squadrons ot ~~7'a , hit the ena.y airfields 

at llardiok and Oenain on 2 September. Allied medium and light bombera, 

escorted b7 Splttiroa, attacked targeta near C&laia, a power station, 

and the railroad yerdo at Serqueux. Good reaulto wor<O reported an all 

:.1as1ona, and tour ent117 planes were d$atroyed tor a loss or one 

medium and one light bomber and t wo !lghtoro. 

NORTH AFRICAN Tlil"..A TER 

British and canadian troops or the ! l&hth Army, support.ed ~ 

Allied aea and air power, crossed the St,.lta or llossina earl7 an ) 

Sopt ... ber and bepn landing on tho ll&inland o! Ital7. 

en tho night ot )l August - l September British Wellinctons 

bombed the Salomo "'Urood yards and eauaed a largo oxploeion in the 

ps works. Other Allied planea attacked tho Pellaro region and a 

bivouac area near Recgio di Calabria. The tollowing da7 48 ~40' o 

bombed and ll&ehin ... gunned industrial tarcoto in Sardinia, inoludinc 



• 

~ 
n:usc n:r~ 

.tl!D Leuo: , r ...:J- ':'1! 

the zinc worko at Ialosi.ao. 184 Allied b011bers with an escort or 

118 Spit!iroo carried out lJ miaaione aaa1not coomunication targtto 

on tho too of Italy, and other atrona forces or .1-llied planes poWlded 

entn)' raU installations at Sapri, Catanuro an~ Cooenu. 

!liDDLE I!I.ST-CPNTRAL AFRI CI.N THEI.TI!R 

Overseas c-ndara concerned .... notified o! liar Department 

approval of t ho consolidation under the US .1-rmy Forcea 1n the !Iiddle 

Eaat o! that CQilllland and the US Army Forcu in Central -'!rica. 

ASIA TIC THl!'J. TI!R 

11th Ai r P'orco ti&htor and balber aiuions on JO August concen-

trated on ""flCIJ' rail oquipoent Md installa tions in the area northeaat 

or Tungting Lake. EnflCIJ'-held towns west or tho lake wore bmbod and 

machine- gunned, 1$'/oral heavlly- laden enemy freighters and an &mod 

escort were hit, and tbree 75- toot boats wort left afire and ainkin; . 

All planes returned aately. 

en l Sept•btr l!.t.b Air Force planoo a ttacked ahipping alone the 

IAngt•e Rinr oinkinc one tanker and oevtral na.ller crort., deotrortd 

rolling stock anc! a grounded tronoport plane, d.,.oliohod bulldin&e, 

and started numerous tir oo 1n a ..,rios of operations in tho area east 

ot Tungting Lake • 
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PACIFIC A.IID SOUTIIIEST PACIFIC TllEAT'ERS 

1 . !lor& than 150 Allied banboro ....,.mod over enemy territory in 

the Southwest Pacific Area on 1 September, attackin~, with d""'olition 

bombs and machi~e-gun !ire, Japanese-held villages on the coasts o! 

New Britain and Now Guinea and barges in tho n.earby wa ters; towns in 

the lladong area, Waingapoe on Soe111ba, west of Timor, and J.lexisha!en 

were especially hard hit. other Australian and Dutch aircraft bor.~bod 

and machine- gunned villages on Timor . 

2, US patrols continued their advance on the northeast coaot 

of Arundel on l Sept$nber, Our gun positions on Ondongo Island 

bet~en New Georgia and Arundel, havo raceived counter- battery fire 

from an unreported source; no dat:tage or casualties resulted. Four 

of our fightors successfully a ttacked two bor ges off Vella Lavolla . 
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I!UROP!'A!I THFA TER 

li.ZCL.\!l3J:Tt;;:9 
':ID Lotter, 1\..S..?I 

l. An unidentified airplane was deto.cted in the vicinity of 

Iceland on 30 August. 

2. The final report of 8th Air Force action for the week ending 

22 August lists 394 (probably 445) enemy airplanes destroyed for a 

loss or 78 or ours . During the week ending 29 Auguat the 8th Air 

Foree destroyed 18 (probably JO) enemy planes !or a loss from all 

causes or ten a irplanes. Corresponding RAF figures are 46 (probably 

51) enemy planes for a loss of 142 . 

!IORI'H AFRlCAN THEA TEll 

1 . During the night of 30- Jl August, 47 British Wellington• 

followed up o~tr own attack by dropping 84 tons or b<tnbs on railroad 

installations, a t.ransforuer stati on and chemical works at Civi tavecchia. 

Our light bombers started fires in the bivouac area and gun positions 

at Raggio d1 CAlabr ia, and other Allied planes dropped leaflets a t 

Cagliari and on the west cosst of Corsica . 

On Jl August 152 B-17'• dropped more than 450 tons of bombs 

on the gas work•, airel'l'ft factory a:'d railrosd shops at Pis&; 25 

one~ aircraft were encountered, six (probably seven) being destr oyed 

without loss on our part . Railroad installations at Peseara were 

severely hit by 45 B-24•s; in t his operation also, ten (probably ll) 

enemy aircraft were destroyed rl thout loss. OUr mediUlQ and light 

baobers also attacked n~Uroad yards at CAtanzaro and Cosenza, railroad 
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and seaplane facilities at Sapri1 and tho re.ilroad yards and harbor 

at Cetraro. 

2. Italian coastal defenses northeast or Reggio di Calabria 

were e!feetivol y shelled by tho British battleships Nelson &1d Rodney 

on Jl August . Other strong Allied naval forces engaged shore batteries 

n~a.,. cape Pellaro. 

J. Estimated casualties of tho US Seventh Army to 21 August 

totaled 8 ,0)6; tor t he British Eighth Army to 25 August, ll,960. 

L. General Eisenhower repo rts that at Palomo the main main­

tenance depot of ou r Seventh Army is being set up. The British Eighth 

An:~y is usi ng Syracuse, Catani a, and Augusta !or a similar purpose . 

ASIATIC TH&.TER 

Seven escorted B-24'• or tho 14th Air Force attacked Gail&~ 

airdr~e near Hanoi on Jl August; seven escorting P- LO •s which lest 

their ""Y on the retum trip are missiog. Six B-25 •o, acc<>npaniad 

by five P- 40•s, damaged the enemy's new a i rfield at Ichang. Eight 

!ightero destroyed locomotives in the Kiukiang .,..,., daugod the 

railroad yards at Yoyang and in a low level attack against ehipping 

in Hongkong harbor left a largo veasol sinking. 

PA.CIFIC A liD S001HWEST PACIFIC Tf!&. TERS 

1 . Nino B-25 ' s attacked barges and villages on the coast of !low 

Britain , on )0 August. On Jl August our rorcos continued t o close in 





( 

on the Sal.am&wo airdrome . 

2. In the JO A~et attack on Kahili by 2L B- 2L'o and LL fightere 

19 (poseibly )6) en~y f ightere were ehot dawn for a loss of one B-2L 

and five of our fi~hters . 

On Jl August our combet patrols on lorundel leland we re rlthin 

J,OOO yards or Blackett Strait and our field guns were fir ing on Vi la . 

Dun positions and the radio etation at Vila were also damaged by a 

miooion of 22 B-2$ •s and llavy boobers . Four P-LO•s intercepted 12 

ene~ b~bers and six fijbters attacking our naval vessels and destroyed 

fivo of tho hostile boMbers. One B-24 was lost during the dny. 
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SECR.h:T 

!lUllOP!'AN Tl!1'ATER 

B-17'• of the 8th Air Force eecorted by P-h7'• and Spitfiree 

attackod tho GUey airfield at Alliena on )1 Auaust. Good bombing wae 

reportod and eoven intercepting tighter• were deatroyod. ~coM.<!d 

seditn basber alUlone hit en«ay airtlelde near Lille and St. Pol 

and a power atatlon and c~ical. works n~ar Bethune. Three en011y 

tighter• wore shot down . OUr loaseo on th•se missions ...,re two 

bO"llbers and three tighter aircraft. 

NORTH AFRICA II TH1'.A T!:R 

British bombero heavily attacked the railroad yards at Torre 

Annu.nolata during the night o! 29- 30 Auguet. The next day 35 eecortod 

B-17'• pounded th~ airdrome at Vlterbo, whil e 19 B-26•s escorted by 

P- 38 ' s ba:>bed tho railroad yards at Avereo. 0! so .. e 70 enew airoratt 

attacking thuo 11odi11:1 bombers 17 (probably 21) wore shot down with a 

loss of 13 P-)8•e. A large force or our eeeorted 111ed1~a bc>obers hit 

the railroad yardo at Cbitavocchla. Otmr Allied aircraft attacked 

Paola, Catan.aro, La"lezla, S.pri and Pllllaro. Ch Sardinia h8 P..LO' 1 

banbed a bridge at Decii"IOOI&nnu and a radar otation at P\lla. Britioh 

aircra!t damaged a 2500-ton merchant veo>el ott the west coaot or 

Greece. En.,.y attacks on Augusta continued during the day. 
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SEORE'.l' 
DICLASSIJU, 

0111 Leuu, 64-?a 

()) 29 .t.uauat, tour B-24' a ot thAI l Oth Air Force, prevented by 

...atbor t'r0111 attacking the l(yitkyina railroad station 1n northern 

Burma, -eel three other enu,y-beld tcnma with observed o!tect. 

f .t.CIPIC A!!D SQU'ni!IST P.t.CIPIC 'i'!!EA'IZRS 

l. Eno~ airdro1110a 1n tho Wiowo.k_.it&pa area nre effectively 

attacked by 27 ~·• on 30 .t.uguot; ~0 to 25 one~ aircraft were daa-

troyed on the ground. '!hero •• no interception and all planes returned 

safely t'rOGI tl'da al.aoion. One o! our ...Uua bollbers, al'ter raicUn& 

the Cape Glouceat&r airdrooe, obsorTtld five ano~ aircrart b\lJ'n1.ni . 

Sl.x Ught bodloro doaged five e&IIOU!la&ecl barges near Finscbhofon, 

while eix f'1ghtero obot do11D an ODOJIIY noat plano in tho .t.roe Ialandl 

(southwest of Now Ouinoa) and set fire to a 100-ton vessel; one Allied 

airplane is adosing. 

~. ()) JO .t.U&uot 26 ~ • s and 1.4 aseortin&: .t.lUod t1gh1Ara, in1Ar­

ceptod durin&: a a1as1on against Kal'dll ( lloupinvUle Is.land) by ao• 

30 ..,...,. planes, shot d011D oi ght of tho ana~~;)' far a loas o! five .t.llled 

planes ; one of theao •• a B- 24 l'dt by an aerial bcab. 
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