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Et/ROPEAN THEATER 

lliOt.ASSIII'ID 
b&D Lotto~, c-B.7§ 

Five B-17 1s accompanied the RAF heavy bomber mission to Hanover 

t he night of 2!-26 September, aa a training n ight for !\lture opera ­

tions. One B-17 was lost , probably as t he result of AA gunfire . 

NORTH AFRICAN THEATER 

The US Jrd and 45th Di visions, advancing so~e three milos on 

29 September, reached the l ine: F't-igento-Luogosano . lled111nl bomber 

missions totaling lJO planes att acked bridges to t he north of Naples 

with more than 150 tons of expl osives . Twenty-two P-JS•s bombed t he 

Ausonia defiles with 11 more tons and other Alli ed planes attacked 

Benevento and nearby l ines of communications . One B-25 and one P... J8 

were lost. 

MID!l.E EAST-cENTRAL AFRICAN THEATER 

Durl.ng t he night of 28-29 September, Allied aircraft att acked 

t he Argos airfield, in southern Greece, and the !.!aritsa airdrome , 

Rhodes . On 29 September-, a total of 41 escorted Oe~ medium bombers 

made t wo raids on t he Antimachia landing ground, on Cos Island, putting 

two of the three runways out or service. Intercepting Spitfires des­

troyed one (probably two) eneii\Y bombers . 

ASIATIC THEATER 

lOth Air For ce B-25 1 s continued their offens ive against 
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communi cations in Burma on 29 September by attacking the railroad 

towns of lion, 'l'a.ntabin and Ye-u. Single heavy bomber s eecu"'d 

observed effect in attacks against Akyab and Eaesein. 

PACIFIC AIID SOU'l'I!WEST PACIFIC THEATERS 

1 . Four Australian fiying boats started fires in the barrack 

and wharf areas at Pomelaa (Celebes) on 28 September., The next day 

20 Allied bombers attacked targets in the Finschhafen region , and 

eight P-39'• again harassed Bogadjim road movements . other Allied 

planes bombed a dump area and destroyed nino motor barges in the north-

em New Britain area, and bombed buildings on Garove !$land. 

Allied ground forces captured a spur 800 yards west of 

Finschhafen. other Allied forces three and a half m~es west of the 

Finschhafen airdrome repulsed three attacks. Our units alor:g t he 

Huon Gulf coast are now ten miles west of Cape Cretin. 

2 . During the night of 28- 29 September our B-24' • attacked an 

eleven- ship convoy in Bouga inville Straito, s inking one vessel (a 

possible auxiliary aircraft carrier) and damaging another. The f ol­

l owing day 29 escorted Navy bombers dropped over 19 tone of explosives 

with good effect on , the barge depot on t he south coas t of Choieeul 

Island whe"' landing activities had been reported. Other Navy planes 

sank three loaded bargeo and a 100-foot boat in tho Kolombangara-

Choiseul area . 

Allied f orceo on t he west coast of Vella Lavella have 
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surrounded between 250 and )00 Japanese in t he region of Umomo I sland 

and are cl osing in aga.inot s t i ffened enemy resistance , 
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DICL.Uill'tll 
08D Letter, 6-1-71 

For the week endiJ\g 26 September, the 8th Air Foree report• )6 

(probably IU.) eneli1Y aircraft destroyed for a loss t'rom all causes o! 

four B- 17 '• and three other airplanes . Corresponding RAP tigurea 

!or the s&~:~e period were $2 {pr obably 71) enenzy aircraft destroyed !or 

a l oaa of 107 airplanes. 

1\0RTH AFRICo\11 'li!EA'lER 

Weather again haopered air operations during 28 Septuber, but 

Allied fighter bombers flew armed reconne1asanee and haraas in& a1ea1ons 

1n t he Benevento area and northwest o! Tent<>li . 

East of the watershed the enenzy had withdrawn n at o! a north­

south .line t hro\ljlh Lucera and on the west side to the general 11no 1 

Avellino-Vesuvius. 

In Cor sica the Oerman evacuation t'roo Borge and Bastia ie now 

almost caq>lete. 

On 27 September, a large force o! Oenr.an fighters and bo1tbera 

damaged the aeaplane base at Laroe. All ied bombers attacked Larissa 

airdr0111e {eastern Greece) and 1Cattev1& airdrome (Rhodes) with unobserved 

resulteJ they aeored hits on the runway at H•raklion airdrome (Crete) , 

and at Syroa Harbor where the attack wu repeated the next cii.T· 

On 28 September 24 Oerman aedi1111 bombers attacked Coa Ialand, 

,.. 
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D! CLASSUID 
OlD Lotter, G-3-71 

leaving tho now landjng str ip temporarily unusable . Later in the dey, 

l~ escorted German medium bomber• returned to Cos Island, but no damage 

wns reported . Eight Gennan medium bombers attacked tho harbor at Leroe . 

ASIATIC THEATER 

On 28 September, eight B-25'• of tho lOth Air Force destroyed many 

buildings at llyotha . Other medium bombe rs dropped nine tons of domoli-

tiono on the Taungtha railroad yards, damaging rolling stock, tracks and 

warehouses. 

PACIFIC AND SODTI!WEST PACIFIC l'llEAT&RS 

l . On 28 September, UO B-24 • s, escorted by 37 fighters, bombed 

the enemy's supply areas near Wewnk; huge explosions and numerous large 

fires indicated the destruction of his pr incipal ammunition and fUel 

dumps . Of 30 to 40 ene,y fighters encountered, eight (probably ll) 

were destroyed. Fifteen heavy and light bombers attacked roads and trails 

in the Bogadj1m and Finschhafen areas . Other heavy bombers attacked 

islands in the Vitiez Strait and Biemarck Archipelago . 

Allied gr ound forces continued to inflict heavy casualties on 

the ene,y while capturing tho dominating terrain northwest of Finochhafen . 

2. On 28 September a mission of 27 B-24'•• covered by J6 Allied 

fightet-s, bombed Kahili ait'dron;a 11'1th excellent t-esults . Between 25 and 

3~ Japanese fighters wers encountet-ed; 12 wet-e shot down; we lost two 

fighter•. Forty-eight Amy and Navy bornbero intenaified our artillet-y 
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ha<.ba~ent by attacking ene~ gun positions, bivouac areas and tho l and­

ing strip at Vila) they scored many hito . An Allied reconnaissance pl ane 

shot dovm two (probably three) enel!\}' fighters no>'theast or New Ireland. 

Another Alliod plane machine-gunned barges of! southwest Choiaeul Island . 
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WESTERN IIDIISPHERE 

Orders have been issued for the movement of the 8$th Infantry 

Divisi on (~!ajor General John B. Coultsr, commanding) from Camp Young , 

California, to Fort. Dix, Uew Jersey for i\lrther movement overseas . 

NOJmi AFRICAN THEATER 

On 27 September , Canadian troops at the center of the Allied line 

pushed through lo!sl1"1. Extensive gains were reported on both fianks of 

t he Allied line for 28 September, as well as minor advances 1n the 

center. On the east flank reconnaissance elements reached Uanfredonia, 

San Severo, Lucera and Ascol i Satriano, while on t he west f l ank a 

general advance of some three miles freed the Sorrento peninsula and 

reached the line: San Severino; Castel San Giorgio, Pompeii and Castel-

lammare . 

Weat her hampered air acti vities on 27 September . However, Tactical 

Ai r Force missions included at tacks by A-36•s on enemy traffic 1n t he 

San Severo area, on the airdrome at Vi terbo and on seaplanes at Lago Di 

Bracciano. Seven enemy aircraft were burned and a train wrecked north 

of Turin . One enemy plane was shot down . 

IIIDDLE EAST-cENTRAL AFRICAN THEATER 

On 27 September, 1$ escorted German dive-bombers attacked the 

Antilr.achia airdrome, Cos Isl and, leaving it temporarily unusable . 

Ont> German bomber was shot down and two Spitfires were destroyed . 
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DIOLA88IfiD 
OlD Letter, 6-1-'1 

That night British bolllbera started fires at the ai.rdt-ome at Pediada 

Kaatelli, Crete. 

ASIATIC THEATER 

l. Nine B- 25 • a of the loth Air Foree bombed Kyaul<se junction on 

27 September while eight others hit the railroad yards at Pyawbwe where 

they destroyed acme 25 care . One B-24 made an accurate attack on the 

waterfront at Akyab. 

2. On 27 September, a B-25 of t he 14th Air Force destroyed a 

200- ft . tanker in the Tongking Gulf. 

PACIFIC AND SOtiTl!IIEST PACIFIC THEATERS 

l . !.!ass attacks were made on Wewak and ad.jacent airdromes on 

27 September by 17 B-24•s and 93 B- 25'•• covered by 121 Allied fight ers . 

Attacking a newly arrived convoy at mast -head height our aircraft set 

three tankers afire, sank or severely damaged four freighters of l ,000 

to S,ooO tone as well as some smaller .craft, and destroyed an estioated 

t otal of 50 grounded enemy aircraft . Eight, (probably eleven) enemy planes 

were shot down in combat. OUr lou waa three B-25•a brought down b;y 

antiaircraft fire . other miaaiona were carried out over New Brita in and 

over the Kai Ialande. 

Ene~~cy" air action consisted of two raide on Allied posi tiona 

at Finachha.ten, and an attack by 2l 11ed1um baobera against Drysdale 

Wisaion in northwest Australia which caused a011e dallage . 



Our t roops in the Finaohha!en area in!licted heavy casual ties 

on the Japanese with the assistance of artillery which also drove off 

an ene"'Y submarine . 

2 . One hundred and thirty-four Allied bombers and f ighters 

attacked the Kahili area on 26 September, demolishing several buildings 

and hitting &nO"''f pOsitions and hangar, supply and bivouac areas . Our 

missions encountered more than 65 Japanese planes, two of whi ch wore 

destroyed for t he loss of one P-)8. On 27 Sept ember our planes shot 

down one (probably two) of five intercepting a i rcraft in t he vicinity 

of Nauru . 
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WESTERN l!ll(lSPIIERE 

DJOLASSIPID 
OlD Letter, 0-8-72 

The ~ Ground Forces issued a directive tor the movement of 

the 95th In! entry Division (Major General Harry L. Twaddle, Commanding) 

.hom Camp Polk, Louisiana, to Camp Young, Cali.Cornia, for maneuvers 

and field conditioning . 

EU!lOPEAN THEATER 

On 27 September, J22 B- l7 1s, accompanied by 184 P-47 ' • • attacked 

Emden . Ene"'Y opposition was strong, our fightere claiming 19 (probably 

21 ) enemy planes destroyed . Pral1minary bomber cl aims add 18 moro ene:ny -planes t o the score for the mission . Escorted ooedium bomber and fighter 

missions attacked French airfields at Beauvais- Tille, Conches, and 

Abbeville, the Rouen-sotteville railway yerds and flew supporting sweeps, 

destroying 18 additional enemy aircraft . Eight B-17'•• one medium 

bomber and seven of our fighters are missing from these operations . 

NORI'H AFRICAN THEATER 

1 . Formia was the target for 49 British Wellington• on the night 

ot 25-26 September. Ninety-one tons of bombs were dropped and hit s 

obtained on road and railroad installations. The !olloring day 24 

8- 26•s hit Sarno with over 44 tons Of bombs; Allied fighter odsaions 

scored hits on the Pomigliano landing ground and attacked road move­

mente at Benevento and near Foggia . 

Tho enemy has withdrun from the cc:mmanding height• northwest 
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~· 
OSD Lot t er, fi-3-73 

o! Salerno and has retired toward Avellino . It is reported that the 

Germans are evacuating the Whole Poggia area, leaving rear guarda along 

tho general line Man£redonia- Foggia-!.lel!1 . A late communique reports 

t he capture of Foggia. 

2. Headquarters, Fifteenth Army Group w1ll close at Cassibilo, 

Sicily, at 0700, GCT, 4 October, and open at the seme time at Santo 

Spirito (northwest of Bari) . 

3 . Eleven Allied heavy bombers made a destructive attack on the 

Haaani airdroma near Athens during the night of 25-26 September. 'l'ho 

following day German twin-engined bombers twice attacked Leros harbor, 

sinking one British destroyer, damaging another and setting fire to 

the dock area . 

Corfu capitulated to t he Germans on 26 September . ;fJ' 
ASIATIC TflEATER 

1 . Seven B-24 ' s dropped 42 quarter-ton bombs on the 'l'hanbyuza_yat 

railroad yarda on 25 September. 

The next da_y,sixteen B-24•s attacked rail communioations in 

Burma and the town of Alcyab . Eight medium bombers hit the sidings at 

Kyaukse and tho railroad running northweot from Vandalay. 

2 . A tot al of 23 Japanese aircraft attacked our airfields at 

Kian , Suiclnran and Kanchow (southeastern Chin or) on 26 September, 

causing some damage . 
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DJ:OLASSIJ'ID 

.aD Lotter, D-8-78 

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS 

l . Allied ground forces outside of Finschhafen '"'re subjected to 

tour air raids on 25 September. Australian dive- bombers attacked enen>y 

installation& in the t.mm . The next dey heavy bombers , escorted by 

P-38 ' s , attacked airdromes near Tt'ewak with 33 t one of bombs . Three of 

15 to 20 enen>y interceptors wore shot dmm. Eight B-24•s bombed the 

Hansa Bay area starting IIUU'\Y fires and destroying a bridge . Other Allied 

aircraft bombed installations on Garcve Isl and and damaged two o!ll&l.l 

merchant vessels 300 miles west of Greenwich Island . 

2. On .2S September, 58 US bombers, covered by fighters, attacked 

gun positions near Vila with 29 tons of explosive• . A reconnaiosanca 

plane hit an enen>y cargo ship northwoet of Nauru, causing an internal 

explosion; the veesel when laet seen was afire and trailing an oil slick . 

A third New Zealand battalion combat team has landed on north-

western Vella Lavella. 
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8-l?•a ot tho US Btl! Ur Force, escorted b7 us and Allied 
fiallters, attacked an airfield at Rhaima on 26 Sept81:1ber; all planes 
returned aa.!'el:y. 

Brit.ish ll'ellingtons bombed harbor installations at Leghorn 

on tho night or 24-25 September with 1117 tons ot demolit.ions , 
covering the entire area and scoring hit a among tho .,.lilY veseela; 
light bOlllbers raidod roads and a bivouac a r ea between llenovento 

and Avellino am Brit.ish llosquito bombers attackod the Ouidonia 
alrdroce northeast of Rome and targets in the vicinity of Viterbo. 
Tho next da:y 92 B-17• a bocbod Blldrio am the rollroad installations 
and gas 'IOI>rkl at Bolop; 31 other B-l7 1 a attackod the railroad 

yards at Verona, Florence and Bolzano. lledlum and light bcxober 

sorties wero carrlecl out aga.inat the airdrcce at Bastie, Corsica, 

ancl on enemy positions, motor tra!tlc, road junctions and hish-

waya near the Salerno battle area, 

on 25 and 26 Sept.eolber the Brit.iah 78th Division, driving 
northweatw.rd troa Bari, cleared the en-.:y troa Barletta, captu.rod 
csrignola, am at laat report was within 13 miles of Foggie. Allied 
forward unite pushed throu&h Atalla and IIUro to cut the eaa~ot 
highway tour miles north or llontellaJ on the west flank Br1t1ah 
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units made minor gal.lls in the ruggod terrain north and northl'lest 

of Salerno. 

The enemy abandoned the Ghisonaeeia airfield in Corsica on 

25 September. 

l.!IDO.LE EAST-GENTRAL AFRICAN 'IHEA.Tl:R 

Ten British banbers raided tho Pediada Kastelli airfield in 

Crete during the night of 24...25 Septe1:1ber, starting several fires . 

ASUTIC 1HE.\'I'ER 

Ten B-.25 ' • of the lOth Air Force attacked railrosd yards in 

tho vicinity of Sagaing, and destroyed tarracks and boobed rail-

road yerds souLheast of Shwebo, on 25 Septecber. 

During the month of August, the loth US Air Force destroyed 

two {probab:cy five) cne:ny fiahtera for a loss, from all causes, of 

eid>t airplanes . Correspo~ RAF figures for the period in this 

area are 1:i ve airplanes lost and no enemy planes destroyed . 

PACIFIC IJffi SOUTHV/EST PACIFIC 'nfM TERS 

Allied troops driving on Finschhafen forced a crossing of tbe 

Bwni R1ver on 24 Septlllllber agains t stiff opposition. Enemy bombers 

,. - . .. ..... 
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and fighters a ttempting to attack our ground units i n this nroa were 

intercepted and forced to jettison their bomb loads harmlessly be-

fore reaching thllir targets, One enelll)' fighter """ shot down and 

another probably destroyed; t wo P- JS •s are missing. Other enelliY planes 

bombed our gun positions at the Finschhafen airdrome . Our advance 

below the Bum1 R1 ver continued the next day, and in the Lao area our 

forces have pushed 35 miles eastward along the ffuon Gulf to Cape 

Qerhards , Nino enelll)' bombers escorted by tan fighters bombed .Ulied 

positions along t he Song River, six miles north of Finschhafen. 

On 24 and 25 September, air missions other than those i n support 

of our ground forces attacked ene:ey. llnes of COilllllllnic&tions near 

Bogadjim and in the upper l&arkham Valley, freshJ,y prepared enecy 

positions in the upper Rw>u Valley, and barracks and tho administra­

tion building at !Janokwari. A 2, 000-ton cargo vessel bombed by a 

reconnaissance B-.24 south of IIUssau Island was left sinking. In the 

NOw Britain area, our aircraft a ttacked en&JJIY gun positions at Rein 

{J Bay and Cape Gloucester, and· bombed the Cape Hoskins rummy, 
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8t.ll .ur rora. Mdi• boolbera, .. oorteel anel .uppoJ'Wel b7 .&llieel 

lpi\tina, ccmtimlecl \boir a~t.acl<a OD Oenan airt1alcll 1n PTenoa 011 

2S S.p~r. All Olll' paaea rl~un>eel l&!el)'. 

OD ~he niplt of 23-24 S.ptelober anel the tollowinc clq 80 Wellinctone 

( ' ancl S2 ot our hea'l')' bo.berto hit a1rclro• anel railroael Wg.te a~ Pia&. 

Our Mdi• boolbere n ew a ~otal ot 178 eortieo aga1net roacll anel rail­

roacll acljaoant to the bettla lrl& 'Ollila 84 aed1UII anel liplt bombere 

a tt.aolceel ~ to eraate roacl-b1ocl<e. Hootile t.roop eoneentrationa 

anel sun poa1t1ana wre aloo hearll)' raicllel. Fiplter boolbero cllotroJeel 

22 ~ •otor ftbielea. 

Ih Coreiea \bo eMIQ' abanclonael Bonitaoi o anel Porto Vacehio anel ,.... 

t orceel out ot llurato. .&llilel aircraft ehot clown 19 (probably 22) ot 
\bo 0....... paaee aicliDc 1n \bo nacaatioft. 

!1M Britiah l1cbt.ll Azwr .. ~ 011 24 Septelober b7 the 

IIIIU I'"- !!!!!!t' AnllWI MUll 

lbodNI c11a1a1: t.11e ~t ot .,...,. lepl: 11111111 ar anel 11M ra1c1otc1 the w­
~. Clime. 
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AS:U TIC 'l!I!A TER 

DICLASSiriQ 
OSD Le ' ' or, 6-3-72 

l. On 24 Sept.,.ber B- 2S•a of the lOth llr Fo:rce, operatl..njj over 

northern Burc:a, scored hits ~r.~ona five larae r iver boats •t Katha and on 

several buildl..njjs near the center of the Naba raUroad yards . 

2 . Nine Japanese planes, bombing our advance airbase at Kienow on 

24 September, hit the rumrlli)'; 1"\lrther details have not been reported. 

PACII"IC AIID SOUThl!EST PACII"'C THEATERS 

On 22 Septe;ober additional troops o r two 1;.,. Zealand battalion 

cod>at tear.a landed at Paruo and llundi llundi with the odssion ot dr1v1ng 

the ene"'T out ot northwest Vella !.avella. 

In the Kahili area on 2) September, gun positions and baruee were 

strafed and bombed by more than 100 Allied airoratt . Nine of SO to 60 

int eroepting ene"'T f ighter s were deetroyed; !our of our fighters were 

lost and another crash- landed upon ita r eturn . B-24 ' s, returning from 

this aieeion , dropped )4 tons ot bombs near Vila with unobserved results. 

Navy fighters $ank a ....U ate.,. l aunch ott Faiai Island. The t ollowin& 

da,y S2 ~ and !lavy planea ueod 18 tone ot bcabs on gun poa1tiona and 

barges near Rin81 Cove . Firea qre etarted and it io believed that two 

bar&ee were destroyed. 
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SEORl!l'l' 
D:rct.ASSIFID 

IIID t.Hu, ~71 

EIJR>PEAII THEATER 

US and British medium bombers, oacorted and covered by Allied 

fi<lhtel"', atuc1<ed airfields in Prance ..,d t.he ralln,y cent.r at 

hiene on 2h Septaber; 21 ent:o¥ aircra!t were destroyed tor a coot 

ot nine or our r~t.re . 

NORTH AFRICAN THEATER 

l . During the night of 22- 23 September, Brit ish planes hit 

railroad ineU!lations, roads and a factory at Pormia, attacked ship­

ping orr CapraJ.a and caused exploaiona at Pioob1no. The !ollowine 

dq US aediua boabere attacked brldgoa at Cancallo and Caput ..,d tho 

Capua railroad 7Vds . Allied plan .. raided cun posi tions and actor 

vehicles near Benevento and targets in t.ha Naples area. Britiah 

Beau!ightera destroyed seven of eleven Oorman and Italian tro.naport 

planes intercepted btt-.een Corsica and Italy; one Beautighter waa 

lost. 

2. On 2h Septeabar tho Fifth Arol;f, exerting 1ncrou1ng preaeurt 

north or Salome, oncount<!red stiff roaiatanca but t.ho liS 4rd Div1a1an 

made acme proveu 1n t.ho diraction of Avellino. A c""""""ique at.tt1 

that Matera haa been capturod by Allied torcea oparat1ng on the eaat. 

The Britith 78th Division 1s die•barking at Taranto and will concen-

trate near Bari. 

as a •a 
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SECRET 
DJ:OLASSI1IIIl 

QBD Let ter, 6-8·?8 

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACil'IC THEATERS 

1 . llllriJlg the night of 22-23 September, our !lying boats attacked 

Kokas and Sorong, both in western New Guinea . 

On 23 September , Allied gr ound forces were moviJlg southward 

in the Finschhafen area . Our B-25 ' s bombed and machine~d villages 

in the Kaiapit area and four Aust ralian planes attacked the rumray 

and dump area at Cape Hoskins, northern New Britain, startiJlg fires. 

2. Allied patrols made landings in the northeastsrn and north-

western pa.rts of Vella La veils Island, on 21 September . Our t r oops 

on Arundel are now displacing artillery to shell Kolombangara . 

' 
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