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PEOLASBIFIED
®8D Letter, 0-3-T8

Major General William E. S

Major General Henry C. Pratt in copma

EUROPEAN THEATER

1. E:n 30 November 385 heavy bombers of the Bth Air Force, covered

by US and Allied fighters, were dispatched against Sclingen, a production

center of steel alloys and alloy component parts for German aireraft,which
has previously escaped concentrated bomber l.tuukd Weathrer—was—very
wnfavorable—and the—bargetmas ohscured by oloudes—ememy—StgiTter—TERCTION
¥aa poderate-in the targat Sres.loe—lpechebie—trres-wTemr-TITTIEIt
RIS -destreretr—two—teiligemd=ttVE TI I COTY OTC NIvEtmy.

2. I_'On 30 November Red forces maintained their pressure along the
sgstern front but lost Korcsten in the Kiev salient. Northwest of Comel
they brought Zhlobin under artillery :H.ﬂl

MEDITERRANEAN

1.. Alliad bomtars demesed-Pessene—marhor—an i rathrord—dune i on—ao
s, Fame_

B 29
ing—dey-US heavy and medium bombers attacked the railroad yards and

airdrome at Orosseto and lines of communication along both coasts of Italy.
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PEOLASEIFIED
08D Letter, 6-3-78

In the Lancianc area a total of L7l sorties were flown in support of

the mmjmmmrmmhq
andbarzasks—st—Bareievor T P - OptrfirermeiTE=0rr 67 The Wostar
4lrdross—and-enemy—someriexttone—WIOAE the Dalmatlan SOASt.

E.[_B;r noon of 30 November cur VI Corps had made a lecal advance
of about two miles up the slopes of the hill mass northeast of Cassino.
Overcoming fierce resistance the right flank of the Eighth Army penstrated
deeply into the main portion of the enemy's winter line and now holds the

important ridge beimeem—Fesessesis—and Bomignoli—frem—ririci—bie—Swrmems
the Sangro Tﬂlry]

5 d convo was attacked German ;0
A

northwest of Benghazl at dusk oh 29 November; no damage rum:ltad_.} T

m«umumm

destroyed-enepithon.,

ASTATIC THEATER

'] L] , M
I.L‘m_-n-ﬂhmm.:hlm Alr Force <drepped.
mbu--&.mmdnﬁurwunhu‘pouﬁth

mummumnahw{]mmo

'WWM
(orohably-$ix)—entmy-planee-bobng—destooped; xasusisioed ne-dows,

2.[_&1?9!&:1-&:-, Chinese Air Force planes shot down four of 21
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08D Letter, 6-5-T8

Japanese bombers and fighters encountered over the Tungting Lake region;
four Chinese P-LO's were 10:_*:]. Hth—iir—Foree—figirtersdameged-several

PACIFIC AND SOUTHNEST PACIFIC THEATERS

On 30 November Allied ground troops reached Bonga and the mouth

(loucester. Our heavy b
installations on Unea Island, ‘Sie ptr at Manokwarl and the
airdrome at Nebire. One enemy recc : ce airplane was shot down in

the New Britain area.

8 following night after heavy preasu
In the Torokina sector our ground forces made a slight




i, Our troops have

on Makin Island.

SRR
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DECLASSIFIED
08D Latter, 6-3-78

GENERAL
\ P
}N\I“ur‘ther‘ response to a general War Department inguisfy, Censral

I'Jisenhnrrawtes that informal apreements are in effect between the
American and Eritish forces in his theater whereby sefvice personnel of

either nation may arrest and hold in custody rembeps of the other's armed

forces alleged to guilty of desertion, absencégwithcnt leave, or cther
serious offense punishakle under existing laws. An additional infermal
agrea;ent between the Alliss and the Frevﬁpfinthnrizes their clvilian
police to arrest amy members of, the A114€d forces for offenses that would
warrant thelr arrest as eclvilians ar“éée thus arrested by the French giv-
11ian police toc be delivered immed¥ately to the appropriate militery

authority.

In the Scuthwest Pacific/Area, General MacArthur's reply indicates

that no formal agreerents for control of riliMary personnel have been

made between the Americ and Australian forces.\ Flagrant traffic vicla-

ticns by Australian Aymy vehicles are reported in writing by American

Kilitary Polics to Mustralian Commanders and vice verda. Informal agree-

ments exist locally between Australian and US Forces for\exchange of

information apd the temporary detention of personnel invol¥ed in flacrant

cases of bpbach of peace, disorderly conduct or other offenseg reflecting
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and steel works at Essen and laid_ses-simewoff SFEEL, Le Havre, and
Lherbourg duripg the pizhtaf-frmfotowambor,
Etmnﬂ formations of Bth Air Force B-17's, sseertedt—tyP=T's
_apd Be38lge attacked Bremen on 29 November for the second time in four
days. Enemy fighter reaction was stroﬂ B R ER et | ions o st anra ml T
at a cogt of 13 of cur Flyinsz Fortresses. Escorted H-2&1 e

Thetal-

enemy a Chievres, Allied Typhoon bombers attacked

lations at Moorseele and shippin id Mosquito planes machine-

gunned railway targeta in ignal enery aireraft

were destroye Tlighteen Allied fiphters are reported miseing fromthe

-

dq;,plrs"'n};a rations,

% i
2« ko important cha

Kovember except for the enci 7] viet force in the viecinity

Buccessful attempts by Soviet divisT

of Korosten o relieve it.

i EDITERRANEAN

ring the night of 27-28 November Allied light bombers carried

b —runned

out armed recocnns ance over the battle areas, bombed and ma

area, The next day escorted B-2l's d

srahouses, barracks,

of Trieste. Nedium bombers acked military supplies,

shipping and vfad yards along the Dalmatian coast. Enemy motor velteles
Rome were the tarpets for our dive-bombers. E total of 351 bomber

-28
,and fighter-bomber sorties were carried %Et&againat targets in front of
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the Elghth Armyj Spitfires maintainsd & continvous cover over the battls
nmj

2, E? neon of 29 November the Eighth Army ferces had captured Korza-
grogna. Armmored and mobile forces cperating i strangth on the rldge
running gouthwest from Fossagesin are clearing it of the enemy. Thers was
little of importance along the remainder af the battle lire except for

cur ootupation of a hill in the VI Corpa nn:t.nr:]

3. The bulk e Allied parrison on Cartelrosso was withdroen

by destroyers and ssall ori t of 27-28 Nowember.
nidsaver to prevent sinor

torpedo boats

A srall detachmont remaining on ¢

muintaln an advanced bage for mot

enesy landinge

and ding parties.

ASIATIC THEATER

}:inhtar alreraft of the lith Alr Foree operated in three separats
areas on 28 November., One mission, supporting Chinees grournd foroes, attacked
Japanese-held villages and artillery installaticns on the west bank of ths
Salweer Hiver near Litsss Ho. To the sast mmmunition was dropped to Chiness
troopa surrounded at Changteh; while in Indo-China Luang Prabans wan
attacksd by rmun}u*ma-m-
Funning & red sttt Tt tr b T N CITINITE ereae—thara,
H=ifls ch—wen TWEEPT OVEE She OO vt wt e A e e
Toot. comsbmtse—frrimrbery—All sussloces satirad sufaly,




PORT MORESBY "

NEw 'S
IRELAND

BISMARCK ARCHIPELAGO

NEW
BRITAIN

KIRIWINA
JrRoBmiAND 18)

L
ELELIEY \mﬂlﬂf L

*

L
LOUISIADE
ARCHIFPELAGD




BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND

o o 10 2o 30
| - — T =

MILES

C. MABIRI

W dnawe Bay
£ 1'1':'1xﬂnhuudri L
KIETA
Reboine

c tunnnlry '-

EMPRESS
AUGUSTA BAY

Ta=59T22A8CD




il
‘[!I
l'
4z
i
-
e

b
| B B i ————
= —_ R e
: 1E Bl o 3
iR _—_“'-:__- HAERHALL i _._E:_:d_,._. b 4.
e =S=

=3 T [
— L
. i o

MARSHALL awo GILBERT ISLANDS ser i TARAVA
sen L

[l L iLeREN T
-;—1.._;_‘__
nnqr -

=\, W¥F
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0BD Letter, 5-8-TH

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1,  edilaewrtirrratiee bbb L it bbb
B 27 Noatasdin
Lnad b, . Dhapesb—e [0 D=2 % gueoeted by Daldls hombed
the mupply and camp areas at Wewak and Boram while 6l other bombers amd

Lospdbsivborn attacked targets along &ke Now Ouinea coast at Madorme, Kiard,

Sio, Bongza, and !f.a_'l.nsg i P Pt T e O

4 - = ]

E‘“Bl"ﬁ’ agireraft were active in the Finschhafen arrga}nd.»-mv

reconnalss

il - | Tt L

Dn 29 November—fTTTET Torces cccupled Uusika and cleared an
e sbrong nolnd ol tha-tdreerdd=ETTTINAESL O LND VTollmres

A missicn of 38

2, Allied troops; e Rivers on

Hougainville durlng the gountered Japanese

T superlior nunbers.

On 29 Nnvmb&?ﬂg‘ bombers attacked : In the Jaba River

—
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08D Letter, G-8-78

WESTERN HEM]ISFHERE

The Armv Ground Forces have issued orders for the constitution and
¥

activation of the Headguarters, XXI Corps, &t Camp Polk, Loulsiana,

EUROFEAN THEATER

1.[511:*‘.:'.;! &he-night of 26-27 November, 373 RAF airplanes dropped
sisd—pere—es high explosives and fe—bess——s incendlaries on Berlin, while
15l others dropped ackethan-let-tone-ed oxnlosives and incendiaries on
Stuttgart. Forty of these planes are missing or crash-landed on their

I‘Et-‘ll"nﬂ

and aea mining of{ the F

missicns included Mosgquite patrol er enery-held territory

Of several enemy planss over

southern England the night, one de gyed ten houses and caused 3k

casualti fi the London area.

24 [Sn.all enemy galns in W= Korcsten area were matched by
similar Soviet advarces in eke lower reaches of #ee Pripet. The enemy
continues to evacuate tee- Gomel salient under pressure of tie Soviets,
wno have crogzed &ke-Barezina and reached a point 13 miles from +he German-

held town of Zhlubinj

MEDITERRANEAN

e TTaekded
1.] During the nirht of 26~27 November, -2i Well ingtons -seessd—sevorad

hide=en—a rallroad bridge scuth of Orosseto. HiseA-—dfls—sarededembermed
OO e e S La D OO el A, —t
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el

feldowiny doy-ews B-17's attacked bridpes and railroad yards at Rimini

errloptnd
g and Grizgzana and scored probable hits on e Heno River railrcad bride JA‘

e CR LT

2. [C'n 4= night of 27 November &ke Pritish Eirhth Army, with strong
aerial support, began ites attack 1n ohronrih ese—imeSo——— et -

heade apainat e enemy defenses and main positions overlooking the Sanpro

Hiver Valley. The enemy is resisting flercely, launching repeated counter-
attacks and using flame-throwers. No report of the detailed progress of
the attack has been received. There were no important chanpes elsewhere

along the ]i_r_e‘.]

I Casualties of the Fifth Army as of 27 November were:

\ Eilled Wounded ¥issing

o

American .‘%"'-. f lj?ﬁ'ﬂ 6!956 2;61.-{

;.:...a.'l. 8

_ 11,381

Sritish “&,@;.-\55 6,147 L661 10,263

Total 3,223 By316 21,6k

The Fifth Army has tak risoners of war,

Casualties of the tish Eighth to 19 Novembar were:

illed
a6l
ghth Army as of the samn date had captured 832 p
> 2=

Woundad ¥iasi

3,357 1,047

OnNargs
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L. Enemy poaltions on the of Simi were successfully

raided during the nieht =2y November ©F ied spmclal boat

squadron.,

ASTATIC THEATER

10th Air Force fighter bombers in 38 sorties

attacked enemy-held towns in I

troo area.

a7
I%ﬂ—b, two heavy attacks by Sceemmfie (=005 gampebete

were made on Rangoon ﬁd—.‘ﬁnﬂn.‘l.r.. A total of 35 enemy aireraft inter-

in suppert of our gpround

cepted these missions; our bombers clainm ten (prebesie—38d gnemy planes,

Three sé—sas B-2)'s are gtill uwnaccounted :'ori

L7 il b oo
2= = of #he 1Lith Adlr Forece,

a;m.‘ : ﬁ-ﬁ & . djn*:. =

attacked

. AW W Changteh area,| o

. JThe following day dewmmetde
on a shipping sweep in the south China Seah nk a 380=oot destroyer,—sbesbesd

I 2, 4

Aooiher sl ittt OB d worshouses and docks at Swatnw}m
axplogions wore ohaoued.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1 -
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N e
D8P Leiter, ;:-H

17 Livianden
Sﬂ%ﬂhﬂﬂrﬂ?‘hﬁ B-25'g degtroyed five airplanes on the ground,

sank six barges, and hit antiaireraft pcsitions, camps and bivouac areas

in the vieinity of Wewak; m—% i _u?h scored an especially

effective hit on a Jap light erul sord+*—. e el G

o Mg? Kovember, 19 B-2li's bombed and machine-punned the Bonis

552

airfield and targ

g of opportunity on Boupainville. A mission of-H7 Navy

bombers, escorted by elight Army fighters, hit tarpets he lower Empress

Aupusta Bay region, destroying wyildings, expl an ammunition durp and

starting a large fire in a bivonaoc ax Other Allied planes destroyed

bulldings and damsged a pier at and seversly damaged the Buka

rumway. Jt 1ls estimated

fint over 1000 Japs have™kgen killed by infantry

and artillery fi the Torckina sector since 19 KovemB

r 20 Novembher cur medium bombers and firhters made m

attacks at various points on Bougainville Island.

3. iﬂﬂﬁ!-EL's hit ¥i11 (Marshall Is.) on the night of 27 chhnr.:]

£
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DECLASSIFIED .
QED Letter, b-8-T2

EURDFEAN THEATER

1. During the night of 25-26 November, 212 Allied hy;prs'd:mpped
ol -
57l tons of aXplosives and incendiaries on Frm!-:fg_;t.r‘i? of the Allied

planes did not returms. Three Mosquitces harassed Berlin ‘and other RAF

bombers mined the waters off !-l.nd west coasts of France and the

Frisign Islands.

P
2, Heavy FWnsr continues in the Kiev sallsnt, ro change being

reported. _Soviet pressure is reported in the Gomel a.ma,ri‘* the enemy

ﬂtmcmnt‘lmua, in the Bip Bend of the Dnepr and at Cherkassy.

MEDITERRANEAN

}_r Allied air operations over Italy were stepped up on 26 Kovembar.

™
2 the north a-totsl of JE bombers and 3@ firhters damaged railway

installations and #he viaduct at RAecco; 4 railroad yards, sheps and a
bridge at Rimini; railroad yards and docks at Ancona and bridges elsewhore

along the caa.at;] nty-one missions of 249 sorties were flpwn in glose

—_
in the Sangro River Erﬂ&fﬁ;:—d larpe numbers

support of the Elghth
of other Allied planes attackd enemy defended positions, gun positions,

troop concentrations, lines of ¢ cation, towne and other tarpgets

of opportunity in the battle area, Allis
Civitavecchia hn;b(, cbtaining two hits on frelmhters. Fighter planes
-~

attacked 1imes of comrunication in Albania. Two (prob

ter-bombers attacked

three) enemy

plapes “were reported destroyed during the day and eight of ours failed
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DECLASSIFIED
08D Letter, 6-3-T2

to retum.

2. During the 2h-hour period endins at noon on 27 November, licht
forces on the extreme f'If?,!‘rLﬂ__Ef of thg_fiﬁtt’ﬁ'ﬁ} advaneed a mile to
Els

cccupy Castelnuove.

the front only patrel and artillery
act.ija.'_i_._t;::r_rpa--h ported.

dacad 25 Lot soag

oS - -

to dariness, 4fe Initlal bomb damage and heavy seas #ie casualties are

estimated to be half the personnel nbuardJ

he Allied tﬁﬁh—:ﬁ}_ﬂfd Nisiro on 2l November peyinr small

shipping and a telegraph statl mtapturing secret documents and
- — —
codes; Piacoﬂmﬂ;u attacked and the telegraph cesmpunications to

Cos—afid Nisiro out.

ASTATIC THEATER

3 TR -lQ‘Eh Air Force planes bombed and machine-gupned specified

targets in support isd ground i‘nrnaa__ir'ﬁ;ﬂ Hukawng Valley region

of northern Burma on 2 November.

The next day, avicusly unrepo : sorties, they damepged

-

the Hi.ngnlndﬂn_g.irﬁgme near Hangoon, and attacked t lines of

ann and other targets of cpportunity in northern Burma,
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DECLASSIFIED
08D Letter, 6-8-78

2 ﬂﬂhut-.‘?_ia and fighter bombers of the 1hth Air Forece bombed and

ards near Gm‘wr, hitting
the tracks; bulldinge and plant. T 5'g laft a 200-foot

freighter burring and sinking near Tsal Su Island.

machine-gunned the rail

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

[’?‘&:’1 enemy bombers and 15 fighters, attacking Allied installations
-4n the Finschhafen area during the morning of 26 November caused slight
damape and scme casualties.

alian bombers started large fires among the shore installations

of 26-27 Novemher. 's covered

at Habaul during tha™

by Australian P-li0's hit ground tarpe Tindenhafen Flantation with

gxcellent results whila @dium bombers and fie planes bombed and

machine-gu enemy installations at Madang and Sio and dest

y fighters northwest of Saidor.
Allied forces, driving north from Finschhafen and supported by tanks,

have captured copmanding ground southwest of ‘.Ior!{'.a:]
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DECLASEIFIED
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

The Army Oround Forces have issued directives for the movement
of the Sth Armored Division (Major Gemeral Lunsford E. Cliver) from
Pine Camp, New York, to Indiantown Gap Military Heservation, Pennsyl-
vania, for further movement overseas, and the 83rd Infantry Division,
(¥ajor General Frank W. Milburn) from Camp Sreckinridge, Kentucky, to
Camp Young, California, for maneuver tralning. The S0th Infantry
Division (Major General Henry Terrell, Jr.) will move to Camp Breckinridge.
Kentucky, for permanent change of station upon completion ef its maneuver

training at Camp Young, California,

EUROPEAN THEATER

1. On 2l November AEAF Mosguitoes, bombing from 50-foot altitude,
damaged power stations in Brittany; Typhoon bombers damaged four mine
sweepers off the north Brittany coast. That night six Mosquito bombers
ralded Berlin; one plane is missing., COther planes attacked a train

southwest of Orleans and shipping in the Calais area.

2. Increasing the tempo of our attacks apgainst enemy installations
343 fichters operated over the Pas de Calals area on 25 November. Some
of them functioned for the first time as dive-bombers, attacking air-
dromes at St. Omer; in a second, high altitude, attack a B-2L led the
formation in ordsr to perform the bemb-aiming operation and the fighter
bombers released their loads at its signal.

e
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DECLASEIFIED

2 __‘ﬂun Latter, b-8-T8
: z: -~

J.LTP:B largest force of US heavy bombers to be employed in a

daylight attack on #e continant bombed s port of Bremen and operated

over northern France with fighter escort, on 26 Novembar; 56 enemy

fighters were destroyed. In addition, medium, light ond fighiep—embers

aacortingthese-piopdons, Twonty-nine of our heavy bembers and five

fighters have not returned from these uperations.]

L. Ihe Cercass—thrre-syvacuated-a—pednt-nine-rmiter—tfromrtomelon
thie r=pil road to-inaki-thav-ptitd-hold the-eant-nane—ai—khe-fererring

b Ly e o —— Ein 26 November, deaspite heavy reslstance, e
SD‘,ictsmbuw:ﬂ Zhlobin in ae endeavor to close “rer-enemy's

avanue of sscape from #m Oomel pocket. Along Wee rallroad to Plnsk

Red forces are now 7% miles wast of Ga:mg
MEDITERRANEAN

J_.[Duc to ieing conditions 17 Wellingtons are missing from am
unsuccassfol attempt to bomh Turin on e night ef 2L-25 Novembar; —bve—
aecxt day o B=2l was-lest—omrarmmrmoreasful-nlssicn-arainet—the—nireralt
Lfactory at Klagenfert. However, more than 180 licht bombers attacked
oneny batteries in 4k Elghth Army zone, essceniratinasn—the—tbanciano

ares, while B3 fighter sorties were flown cver s battle area and

against enemy communications in Yugoslavia.

At dusk em=26 Novenmber 30 enemy aircraft attacked one of our fast

afc
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eonvoys in ddes ]|!t‘.lu::t:1.*.-Eu":'El.rmﬂ.ﬂ.jI et s i i i e

brcun fighber—ewrorp one Hritish Crelshter was hit but details of
oot domoge wee not nva-llahla.i

2. Z;.t. noon 26 November no change was reportod alonp wee front of

e Fifth Ay sbssuslsness gousbassbnm e T T

M

a L On ke extrere right, despite & 2i-foot

rise in wee Sangro River, wwe Eighth Army extended its bridgenead by an

advance of about cne mile along=-e two-mile frl:nt.]

Je ‘Feetor Dopopleset bop lnforcod Cossms—fdsseimmmr—iom
.&l{tﬁ;e Cardinal Secretary of State { pmmeas e i

that #he governments of Oermany, Oreat Britain,

and ¥ve S order-ed3 their planes to refrain from [lying over Vatlcan

City] Purtherthat-—tiesagovamwents siva assurance that thege opders

ASIATIC THEATER

1, “10th Air Force cperations for 25 November were seriously hampered

Bt

by adverse naﬁh’ah_ Of 56 heavy bembers dispatche 11y about half

“,

succesded in bombing p or alte gets; however, Akyab and

two airdromes in southern j
good to poor. Twe nnu-rur plnnliu ware shot combat; cur losses

were tws B-2L's which crashed on their take-off,
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2. Fﬂurteen escorted B-25's attacked the Shinehiku airdrome in
Formosa on 25 Hovamh-ar, seoring hits on the n‘.rfield, destroying 13
(probably 15) enemy ulana?“ﬁ“-t-he ﬁt‘mlrd mE‘L in the ensuing air

combat; all cur planes returnad. Sbttnnn fighter planes of the
i

1lith Air Force destroy®d more than 20 small enemy boat® 4n sweeps over

the Hanghow “and Tungting Lake areas; one [ighter did not return.

PACIFIC AND SCUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. MTisd-troops have captured Satte four villapes in

the area beyond. The enemy's lo were severe in

personnel and materiaw‘té remaining forces are in retreat to the north

along the ‘Wareo"‘fr’:il.

2. A ﬂ-ﬂt.;g.lfj:ﬂ scored twe hits on a heavy cruiser northwest of Rabaul
on 2l November; H-2h1s dﬂmﬂged a destroyer or light t'.r"ulaur and attacked
another northeast of Garove Island. 'Ihaf.‘E'_ﬂj.}th ﬂn:,r, US and Allied

aircraft attacked the enemy Weut New Uninea coast, and
— o

shct down one en connaissance airplane néii“ﬂqwuur B-2L's
s
bmh_;da-t"ﬁa bnmc‘ s and float-plane bage at Halong (Am T
Lmut.ugrnphn raveal that on 2l November, cne light cruiser,

9 destroyers, 97,000 tons of shippinr including two tankers, and 20 float

planes were at Rabaul. Eighty-five airplanes were counted at Lakunal

fiald.]

3. Anis B=2li's attacked su . dumps on Buka and Chabai

on 2 Novembar, = —dE‘-'!-E?E_ aireraft,
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silenced antiaircralt sesitiens—and destocyed a radic station on
~Groamwiek-tetarmd,
L7 i'-'---..-vli't 'Mm;;w\ l‘-‘-m- .

b's attacked

e enemy airfield at Buka on 25 November with excellent results, all
planes returning eafely. Other Allied aircraft bombed Buka and Honis
airfialds and reported the probable sinking of an enemy sulmarine off
the northern tip of Buka Island. Our trocps in the northeast sactor

of 4ke BEmpress Augusta Bay area advanced BOO yards against stiff |
resistance from emplaced machine-guns, mortars and artillery; casualties

wer= hoovy on both siﬂasJ

k. T!en&xhi:2h1s bombed Taroa in the Maloelap Atoll o

damaging enemy f:1stailatin; and probably sipgle? & cargo vessel; cne

_2lg-November

B-2ly is missing.

Prelinminary ty reports for operations on K Indicated

that 63 were Tad in action and 119 wounded. Two Japanese and 103

Ko is have been captured.
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0BD Letter, H-3-T3

EESTERN HEMISPHERE

\\ 0n 24 November a US bomber probably damaged a TAO-ton enemy
%

auhmrhw\ detected by radar 125 miles northeast of Cristobal,

",
i,

British aircraft attacked an ememy convoy off
Texel hitting a large tank
armed trawler, and seriously

mine-sweeper. Two intercepting ene

incendiaries 'I:.hmug]'tfnﬁ:f..l;plet.a overcast, Nine lar,

circle approximgfely nine mlles in diameter were obse after the

— ——— e

Mosquitoes attacked a power station at Cologne.

2. Heavy [ighting continued on 25 November at warlous polnts

along the eastern front. The enemy evacuated Gomel.

MEDT TERRANEAN
AT e baed

Lombiepi e Toulon submarine base on 24 November severely damaging

1. A forece of 105 B-17's
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the arsenal, shipping, dry docks, buildings and the basin maa,l
Fifteen B-17's bombed the Antheor viaduct and destroyed ane enemy
plane in combat; one D-17 waa lost, Seventesn B-24's eacorted by

32 p-38ts attacked the Sofia railroad yards; four (probably six) enemy
planes were destroyed for & loss of two B-24's and one P-38,

Allied medium and light aircraft sttacked the Civitavecchia
docks and enemy defense positions and communlcations in the Fossacesia
and Cassino areas,

Twenty-five enemy airplanes attacked Maddalens city, sinking

d motor torpedo boat,

2, HNo change was reported in the forward positions of the E-m
Armmy for the 24-hour period emnding 25 November. On the Eighth Army
front slight gains were made southwest of Alfadena; Castel di Sangre
is now firmly in Allied hands while Rosello 1s reported clear of the
enemy.

The flooded condition of the Sangro continued to hamper cur

communications. i

C THEATER

1. The 10th Alr Force carried out sweeps in support of Allied
ground forces in the Sumprabum and Hukawng Valley reglons of northern
Burma on 22 November, hitting lines of communication and starting
numerous fires, The next day our light bombers hit the warshouse

district and the rice mill at Namma, starting many fires, Othar light
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i

bombers apain supported Allied ground forces in northern Burma,

2, Two B-25's of the lith Air Force probably sank a 375-foot
freighter in the harbor of Amoy on 24 November, Other B-25's and
P-40's started mumercus fires in [lanshow, and machine-gunned small
boats and enemy personnel in the area, inflicting some 200 casualties,

Mine Jap planes made two raids in the area northwest of

Changsha., No damage was reported,

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1, Three RAAF Catalinas started fires on the waterfront at Ambon
on the night of 23-2. November,

The next day 90 bombers and fighters again attacked targets
in the Gasmate area, Other large forces of Allied bombers and fighters
dastroyed a village near Slo and again attacked shipping at Halmahera
where an enemy fighter was destroyed and a freighter was damapged. Nine
Jap bombers and 20 fighters ineffectively attacked Allied positions in
the Finschhafen area.

The enemy is showing increased activity at his airport at

Hollandia.

2. 0On 24 November 142 bombers and fighters attacked the Matchin
Bay area destroying several warehouses, buildings and & supply dump,
and setting fire to an oll dump and buildings, Twenty B-25's scored
numerous hits on the rumway and started several fires at Kahili. Army



coLABSLFLED

08D Letter, bebeil

and Navy planes bombed and machine—gunned enemy installations ard =ank
nine barges in the Empress Augusta Bay area. At Carola Harbor, Buka
Island, our planes left an enemy schooner sinking.

The enemy energetically repairs his airdromes after our attacks;

the two fields at Buka appeared toc be serviceable apain on 24 November,



B

- R

WAR DEPARTMENT

DAILY OFERATIONAL SUMMARY

No. TS

0700 November 2l to 0700 November 25, 1943







ThLLins

aNALINN
)| F f
- ., ¥ VWELWIE Lo F
i i ;" . A5 | i
e T {- QHOsEOw
ey
Masanan
L T | ®
G i Juop
wiLkg ] . 3 s
i e
e F ;f 4
v - . |
== L i \
Ve auiNge }"‘T 1 |
. Ia L |
[ G ! | |
] & L mrvinss |
i ¥, oEfL / |
L]
\ &
| AS |
. BAEAT p i -‘s{\."*“" 1 S
J Lntovss 1 — 1 \
{ T,
| s o
Y &
'Y o

-
,uongur_:u{
CHERNYAKOV™S




MECLASSIFIED
el Letter, De-deiH

EUROFEAN THEATER

1. British Beaufighters equipped with cannon scored many hits on
a convoy of seven ships northwest of Sogne Fjord, Norway, on 22 November.

29 Flaa
A

637 British planes drepped 2342 tons of
high explosives and incendiaries; 26 Pritish planes are missing and three

E the raid on Berlin weast nlgh

others crashed on thelr return. MHosguito bombers attacked Cologne and
the Leveriusen cherdcal T-'f_'!":ﬂ Other Allied planes laid sea mines in the
vicinity of the Frisian Islands.

Cn 21 November two glider bombs were dropped on an Allied ship
600 miles southwest of the Seillies and both were shot down by long-

range antiaircraft fire.

1 2. 0On 2k November heavy firhting continued on the eastern front.
In the Kiev palient the heavy German counterattsacks in the Chernyakev
and Brusilov areas slowed down, but the snemy's advance threatened the

Soviet hold on Korcsten. i

JLTERRANEAN

1. Forty-eight Wellington bombers attacked the airdreme and railread
Junction at Ciampino during the night of 22-23 November, destroying a
hangar and scoring hits among dispersed aireraft. Bad weather restricted
operations the naxt day to attacks by light aircraft on enemy communica-

tions along the Albanian coast.

ZMMW& Aer  Guel
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AY Aoy

November no change

On the left flank

enemy; Allied troops
continued to exploit thelr gains north of the Sangro River, directing
thelir attacks on the road center east of Cascll and maintaining thedir

brideehead south of Fossacesia. *

1. Oeneral Eisenhower reports that US and British forces on the

wast coast of Italy discharged 48,175 tons of supplies, 2,26L wvehicles,

and 35,373 perscnnel during the week ending 11 Novemher., 70 per cent

was landed at Maples, the remainder at Salerno; Castellammare and Torre

wo battalions

of 240 mm howitzers will be shipped in late December to the Horth African
theater in crder to provide heavy fleld artillery for use azainst highly
organiged position defenses. This howitzer, of which there are six in
sach battalion, is a new model of a caliber used in the last war and firea
a 360 pound projectile to a maximum range of 25,000 yards. It is our most

powarful field artillery weapon. This ia the first shipment of these

howitzers to any of our theaters of cperatlon.
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S« [ercan troops landed on Sarca on 22 November. Approximately
200 British and 3,700 Oreek and Italian trcops had been evacuated from

Samos by mldnizht 23 November.

ASIATIC THEATER

1, Fichters of the lhth Air Force sarried out sweeps in support of
Chiness ground troops in the Tungting Lake area on 22 and 23 Noverbar,
destroying landing barges and inflicting sowe 150 casualtles on the Japanese
near Hanshow. At Yochow our B=25's scored hits on warehouses, btuildines,

ammunition dusps, and oll storape arsas.

2. DBripadier Ceneral William E. R. Covell asgumed command of the
808; China-Purma-India Theatar of Operations on 15 November, vice Major
(General Raywond A. Wheeler, who has been reassipned as Chief Administrative

Officer, Southeast Asia Command.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. Our forces are now four hundred yards from Sattelberg. US
madium and dive-bombers harassed the enemy north and west of that settle-
ment on 23 November. North of Saidor our P-39's shot down twe (probably
four) Japanese fightera for the loss of one P-39. Five 3-2l's successfully
attacked shipping at Halmahera sinkinpg an 8,000-ton freightar-transport.
Enemy air attacks on Finschhafen and on the Sisi area during the period

cauped no damage.
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2. Enemy air attacks in the Torokina area caused some damage on
23 November. The next day, & Japanese shore battery shelled one of our
landing ships which was unloading and killed three men.

Allied alr activity on 2l November included attacks on enemy
installations south of E-press Augusta Bay and the dropping of 192 quarter—
ton bombs on Honis by 16 B-2Li'a.

Troops of the US 37th Division are now ccoupying part of the

beachhead at Empress Aupusta Bay.

J. Eleven B-2i's from Canton Island attacked anemy installations
at Mili on 23 November (local tire). Two (probably four) of 12 inter-
capting enemy Tighters were destroyed; all our planes returned.

27th Divisicn unlts on Butaritari (Makin Atell), supported by
light and medium tanks; attacked eastward early the rorning eof 23 Hovember
(local time}. AL noon, cne company was landed in the rear of the enemy
pozitions and dug in. Contact was established shortly thereafter, and
resistance hecame sporadic. Troops landed on Kuma Island, east of
Sutaritari withcut opposition.

Enemy resistance ceased on Bititu Island (Tarawa Atoll) at
1330 (local tire) 24 Novembesy and the situation cn Apamama was reported

as satisfastory.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

1l. On 23 November US B-26's attacked enemy airfielde at 5t. Cmer
and Berck-Sur-Mer while Allied aireraft bombad other targets in the
Pas de Calais areaj thers was no enewmy fighter opposition. Two B-26's

are missing.

2. In responsze to a War Department inquiry, General Devera reports
that agreements are in affect in the UK between British and Amerdican
forces authorizing British naval and military personnel to arrest and
hand over to American authoritles any member of cur forces alleped to
be puilty of offenses punishable under the law of the Unibted States. US
military officers may arrest only definitely identified members of our
forces. Our personnel may nct enter private dwellings or vehlcles for
this purpose without the cooperation of British ecivil police, or semi-
public places such as hotels without the invitation or consent of the
management, except in the case of a disorder inveolving members of the

US armed forces.

3. Eout.rl and southwest of Kremenchug the enemy has abandoned
geveral towns, thus permitting the union of Soviet troops which have
bean ishting northwest and scutheast of that eity. In the Kiev salient
enery attacks have forced the Red forces back tc the vicinity of Brusilov

in the face of increasing rﬁuist.mca]

o,
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MEDITERRAREAN

1 [Dn 22 November 73 B-26'g aud 31 P-36's made an affeutivé?'atgc]gfé

on the railroad gaﬂtaﬂjﬂnd n_irmm Foligno while 22 B-26's scored
hits on the pallroad hrideel at Cecina. Fiphter bombers damaged the

"
gherical works and expxnsas Ammun on stores at Civitavecchia, and flew

other harassing missions in coastal areas. EEEMWHH
light bombers concentrated on enemy gun and troop pogitions in the batile

area south of Lancianc. Four froups of eacorted US B-17's were pravented

by bad weather from borbing the Toulon submarine bg@ three B-17's are

missing from the attempt.

2. The noon 23 November report indicates that Fifth Army patrols
met resistance &t the scuth side of the entrance to the Cassino-Frosinone
corridor. E:'its on the left flank of the British Eighth Army registered
a further advance of some two miles around the north shoulder of Monti
della Meta, reaching the outskirts of Barrea. On its right flank other
units crossed the Sangro River capturing the high ground near Altino some
two miles beyond the stream; ancther bridgeshead nearer the sea was

strength :ma:g
ASTATIC THEATER

1. An additional report for 20 November states that nine escorted
B-25'g of the 10th Air Force attacked enemy installations along the east

bark of the Chindwin River in the vicinity of Kalewn (central Burma).
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2. The llith Air Foroe carried out at least 35 fighter sorties on
21 November attacking many small river boats in the Changteh aresa west
of Tunpgting Lake in support of Chinese ground forces. All alrecraft
returned. The enemy is reported to be increasing his pressure apainst

Hankow,

PACIFIC AND SOUTIWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

l.l:ln three attacks a total of Bl medium and heavy bombers escorted

by 35 P=38's hammered enery camp areas and supply dumps at Gasmata on

?

22 November; there was no enemy fighter opposition but one B-25 was lost
A

to antiaireraft fire. Twenty-two B-2l's attecked the Cape Gloucester
runway, damaging five parked n‘lrcra.fﬂ Other Allied bombers attacked
buildings on Unea Island and enemy inetallations north of Finschhafen.
A B-2l, on reconnaissance damaged and probably sank a 7,000-ton fraighter-
transport north of Mugsau Island, Three RAAF Catalinas damaged the water-
front and barracks areas at Ambon and dropped bombs on Melana Island
nearuy .

Thirteen Japansse bombera attacked Finschhafen, causing no

damage,

2. It has been further reported for 22 November that eight P-LO's
shot down without leas five of a group of 30 to LO Jap fighters inter-
cepted cver Bougainville Island and that 92 cther Allied planes heavily

attacked Kahili. There was no interception and all our aircraft returned.
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fan 18 Doncuncin

Fro-naph=dey 29 eacorted Allied bombere struck Chabad with

good effect; one B-25 was lost. A search plane probably destroyad a

Japaness submarine 100 miles west of Buka. In the northeast secter of

the Empress Aupusta Bay area 104 Japs were killed while attacking our

positions. Japanese artillery has cavused slight damage and casualties;

the enemy ailr effort has been itmf:‘r:ut*.fim:]‘
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OENERAL

The War Department has instructed its senfor commanders abroad to
obtain War Department approval before releasing control over, or abandon-
ing,any airfields in foreign territory which were constructed in whola
or in substantial part with American funds and which are of particular
significance because of thelr facilities, location or particular snit-
ability for post-war purposes. This procedure conforms to the agreement
with the State Departrent whereby such steps as are best suitad to

protect our national interests may be taken.

WESTERN HEMISPHEHRE

The Army Ground Forces have issued orders for the constitution and
activation of the Headquarters, XVI Corps, at Fort Riley, Kansas. This

brings the total of US corps headguarters to 20, including one armored

corps.

EUROPEAN THEATER

1. Fourteen (probably 21) enemy planes wera destroyed in ccmbat
by the Bth Air Force during the week ending 21 Nevember for the loas of
11 heavy bombers. Our major operations during this period consisted of
the attacks on the molybdenum mines at Knaben, the power station at
Ajuken, the Luftwaffe repair base at Kjeller, and on industrial tarpets
in the Ruhr Valley.
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2. On the night of 20-21 November four out of ten enemy aircraflt
over southeastern counties reachad the London area where some bombs were
dropped.

The next day enemy aircraft using glider bombe, damaged two

Allied ships about 650 miles weat of Breat.

3. There was heavy fighting at several points on the eastermn front
during 22 November but simnificant changes were reported only in the

Hechitsa-Gomel region where Soviet troops made seme painas,
WEDITERRANEAN

1. During the night of 20-21 November Allied alireraft bombed the
railway yards at Porte Civitanova, attacked targets near Pedaso and
Givlianova, and machine-gunned the Loreto airfield. The next day L8 US
medium bombers scored hits on the docks at Civitavecehia, 30 others
damaged a bridge at Fano, and 22 more coversd the Chiusi railroad yards.
Light aircraft continued their attacks in the battle area, particularly

naar Fossacesia and Gaeta, and harassed shipping in the port of Sibenik.

2. | Bad weather contimued and mo change was reported on the Fifth

Army front, on 22 Hwaml:u:] o._a-.ap{‘ﬁ?a Eighth Army hed-eensed

"
ahout amile wectmard porih of Blzscnes vigorous pnt.ml]"lLakmm
papfommad boyond the Sanpgro River in the 5. Angelo area. «=b=-Sv—dmpelo

ar—anam-nowrberebiacl wae sapuleed., Near the Adrlatic two bridges have

been completed over the Sangro, one of which will tanks; the enemy
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appears to have ne poaitionsa remaining scouth of the river?

J.Eﬂmrﬂl Eisanhower has again reported faverably on the superior

battle conduct ef the 100th Infantry HattaliongfSepssebe). This unit,
S

M—-(Amaricana of Japanese urigitg participated in the recent selsure

of the heights northeast of Pogzili and the crossing of the Volturno

River, advancing through hostile fire and minefields with courage and
skill. Two members of the battalion are being recommended for gallantry
avards. The good physical condition and the excellence of the scoviing

and patrolling of this unit are specifically _nmisedJ

L. Thirteen Allied bombers attacked the Heraklion airdrome (Crete)

during the night of 21-22 November, some damage beinp obsarved,

ASIATIC TEEATER

1. Ung!{ﬂvﬂmb‘.:r nine B-2L's of the 10th Air Force succegsfully
attacked the Chiengmal and Lampang airfields. reporting many hits on the
ramways and the probable destruetion of eleven enesmy aircraft on the
ground., Five other B-2Li's which failed to reach the same target area,
attacked Prome; one hit Akyab and another bombed Evaukpyu. All bombers

roturned.

2. 1lhth Afr Force fighter plansg, apgain catching Japaness cavalry
troops attempting %o cross the Ling Ho River near Shihmen on 20 November,
inflicted many casualties. Boats on the river and a tomm to the north

were also machina-gunned,

a3
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On 21 November B-20'g demolished the airfield administration
building and barracks at Fort Bayard and probably sank a 200-foot vessel
in Honghai Bay. Fighter planes, supporting Chinese ground operations
in the Tungting Lake region, shot up more than 150 troop-laden small
boats and enemy troops along the river in the vicinity of Changteh. All

our planes returned.

PACTFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. Allied ground forces advanced to within BOO yards of Sattelberg
on 21 November.

Nineteen B-2L's, sscorted by Australian P-L0's, bombed the
anemy supply areas at Ring Ring Plantation and Gasmata. Other Allied
aireraft attacked enemy shipping off New Hritain and harassed the enemy-
held northeast New Guinea coast. A B-2l set fire tc an §,000-ton enemy
transport northwest of New Hanover, shooting down one of eight enemy
planes encountered. Allied bombers sank a L,500-ton freighter-transport
at Manckwarl, and a 2,000-ton vessel at Taberfane whare the waterfront
was also attacked; in these missions six enemy planes attempting inter-
ception were destroyed; one B-2l; and one B-25 were lost.

ZE‘T ;000 tone of merchant shipping were reportsed at Rabaul on

20 Hnmbarj

2. Escorted bombers fror South Paclific air forces attacked targets

in southern Bougainville, machine-gunned Kleta, and attacked the airfield
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at Bonis during 21 November. [‘Ihirt}r B-2li's bombed the runway at Iiau?u ;’
and a reconnaissance plans bombed a warehouse and pler on Ocean Iala.nj
there was no interception and all our planes returned.

That night enemy bombers dropped bombs on Poruata Island in
Empress Augusta Bay and caused scme damage.

On 22 November escorted medium bombers heavlly attacked the
Buka airfield, starting several fires and scorine many hits on the runway;
our P-38's machine-gunned the northwestern Bougainville area.

IER the Empress Augusta Bay area the Allied perimater is now

approximately 9,000 yards wide and 7,000 yards deepj the entire airfield

site is in our mndsj

3. On 22 November units of our 27th DMvision continued to advance
eastwards on Butaritari Island (Makin Atoll). A late messare indicates
that the island is entirely under our control.

Qur naval and aerial units maintained a vioclent bombardment
of Targwa in ordar to reduce enemy resistance delaying the landing of
heavy equiprent and supplies for the Marines. The situation of Marine

units which landed on Apamama was reported as satisfactory.

P
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EURCPEAN THEATER

a F ) 'll
({Mr.h_.*‘ ? ?_;J.-c-?
1.1 A force of 21l FAF heavy bombers attacked Li;.rl:rkusun‘kduring

-

the night of 19-20 November; heavy clouds preventad uaeamuﬁh of the
I"Bau_]tﬂ'ﬂ Eirht bombers were lost, chiefly to antiaireraft fire; no
eneny night fighters were seen. The same night other Allied aircraft
mined the waters off the north and west coasts of France and in the
vicinity of the Frisian Islands, and harassed enemy industrial targets
in the Ruhr.

Four enemy bombers apparently returned with the RAF force, one

dropping two bombs in the Lendon area without an alert.

2. I-I“ the Big Bend of the Dnepr large-scale Soviet attacks met

Krwed Fog

on 21 Kovember, tmt north
of Krivol Bog very heaLv:u; fighting wn.a i.ncomlusiwi.? The Soviets widened
the northern shoulder of their Kremenchug salient and were shelling
Cherkassy from their bridgehead to the northwest. Zln the Kiev salient

the Soviets held against very heavy enemy counterattacks aleng the

' pontf
Korosten-Fastov front, and lmproved their positions %ﬂ'

MEDITERFANEAN

1. Meaquitoes machine-punned enamy trains at Padua and west of
Ferrara during the night of 19-20 November. [ Rad weather prohibited most
air activity on 20 November Sud

o win ad
2. rdapumti s on 21 Normbaﬂ'
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the Sangro was at flood level. The Eighth Army reported a westward
advance of one mile by its left flank. On 21 November slight gains
‘were reported north and west of Perano while to the north Eighth Army

patrols clashed with the enemy beyond the Sangro.

/Z/ 3. The following casualties to date for operations on the main-
land were reported on 21 November:

Killed Wounded Missing  Total

US II and VI Corps 1,613 6,361 2,685 10,659
Eritish X Corps 1,hk3 6,093 2,60 10,160

US catuntlics 00 Tt Ladd Lot tdered Frcod ¥ En R S e
= 2129 H‘iam{:"‘;haw been captured bty US fordes. s

ASTATIC THEATER

Light bombars of tha 10th Air Force supporting ground operations,
on 19 November, bombed an enemy force massing for a river crossing
in the Hukawng Valley. It is believed that many casualties were inflicted,
Cther bombers and fighters scored hits on warehouse and barracks areas

at Nomtirgand demclished a railroad bridge at Namkwin.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

r, 1. Heavy ground fighting was reported east and scuth of Sattelberg
on 20 November.
Fifty B-2L's coversd by 23 Australian P-4i0's successfully
borbed enemy supply and bivouac installations in the Ring Ring Plantation

B
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ma] Other 5th Air Foree planes bombed and machine-gunned shipping,
antiaireraft positions and the jetty aren at Hansa Bay (where one B-2%
was lost by antiaireraft fire), attacked enemy stores and camp area

at Wald Bay and demolished buildinge in villages north and west of
Sattelberg. A Catalina on night reconnaissance scored two hits on,
and probably destroyed,a large cargo vessel northwest of Rabaul, and
other Catalinas damaged the Sorong waterfront. Single enemy aircraft

bombed Langemak Bay and Gusap during the morning without causing damage.

2. US planes in the South Pacific bombed and machine-gunned
Japanese ccncentrations and supply lines on the southwest and northeast
coasts of Bopgainville on 20 November. Fighter aircraft performed
egecort missions, attacked ground targets in t‘:m Chabai area, and shot
dowm an enemy bomber west of Torokina. All of our planes returned.
Japanese aircraft caused some casualties and materiel damage.

On 21 November three B=25's machine-gunned Kieta. Our air
patrols shot down, without loss to themselves, an entire enemy force

of seven fighters encountered over Bougainville.

3. On 19 November 12 B-2L's attacked Makin, starting fires in the
target area, Two of our plares were lost. Nineteen B-2li's drepped 21
tons of bombs on targets on Tarawa late that afterncon with excellent

results; all our planes returned.

]/ . Two battalion combat teams of the 165th Infantry, (27th
Tuadt A -
Division), heavily reinforced, sanded cn tfe western end of Butaritari

=J=
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tecuthwaste rn—ielafdei—the—tacin—fbel 14wt 08 300 7T Morentertional
himal against light opposition. The third combat team of the regiment,
supported by the 193rd Tank Battalion, landad on northern beaches sl
=643 in the face of heavy machine-gun fire which was reduced by the tanks,
These units, after forcing a junction, control the western end of the

igland, which includes all important facilities. Watives reported 900

Japanese to be on the 131&:*4:1
i 2 wli At T /6 3.'1"2}./
Ganesat—Ralpre—amtir, M’“;;;’zj % o y;

MWMMMMM. Strong enemy III
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Thitd Arey

EURCPEAN THEATER Comp Polk, o

1. The Wer Department has directed the Commanding Oeneral, Army
&
Oround Forces, to move the headquarters of the XIX Corps to the
— 'S-EJ"{'“J ﬂfﬂ"r
Eurcpean Theater of Operations in January 1944, and that of the XX ﬂtmf ;ﬁ:-FMK

(i
Corps to the same theater in March 1944. 1

2. 0On 20 November the enemy made scme geins on & 90-mile front
between Korosten and Fastov. Hed forces improved their positions along

the Chernipgov-Ovruch railroad.

MEDT TERRANEAN

1. During the night of 18-19 November Allied bombers attacked
enemy communications in front of the Eighth Army., The next day under
poor weather conditions 20 A-36's successfully attacked a bridge near
Cassino., Our light alrcraft concentrated on targets in the battle area
and on enemy traffic in central Italy and in the reglon of Split and

Metkovie, Two enemy planes were destroyed; three P-38's are missing.

2. There was exceptionally adverse weather on the Italian front
during 19 and 20 November. The Fifth Army maintained its patrolling
activities and reported that the enomy is engaged in heavy mining
operations and the construction of defenses on 1ts front, Eighth Army
patrols advanced to Castel di Sangro, Ateleta and Castlglione; on its
right it captured Archi, Tornareccio was reported clear of the enemy

again.
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3. Oerman airecraft attacked Castelrosso and & Pritish naval unit
nearby on 19 November; the British garrison numbers 1550, with rein-
forcements enroute. Oeneral Royce reported on 20 November that all

British perscnnel have been evacuated {rom Samos.

ASTATIC THEATER

1. 10th Alr Force bombers and fighters heavily attacked Mogaung
and nearby villapes on 12 November, damaged rolling stock and bridges
on the railroad scuthwest of Mopaung, end bombed the Mogaung River

crossing at Kamaing., More than 100 sorties were made during the day.

2. On 19 November ten B-25's of the 14th Air Force flew anti-
shipping missions from the Hainan Straits to Tsac Tao Island, hitting
two freighters and smaller vessels in Kiungshan Harbor, ancther freighter
east of Swatow, and sinking a freighter near Tsac Tao &and a gunbeat at
Nanao Island, The docks at Swatow were machine-gummed, Our fighter
aircraft attacked targets aleng the Burma Road.

On 20 November D-25's on sea sweeps off Nampang Island shot
down a Japenese transport plane and bombed warehouses and barracks
on the Island starting many large fires, Other B-25's, with fighter
escort, supported Chinese troops in the Lake Tungting area by bombing
Japanese installations at Tzeli. All of our planes retumed safely.
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CIFIC oy T PACIFIC TERS

1. 5th Alr Force medium and 1ight bombers concentrated on targets
in the Finaschhafen-Sattelberg area on 19 November. Nine B=25's covered
by 11 pP-38's attacked antlaircraft positions and shipping nesr Rein Bay.
Allied fighters, intercepting enemy planes over the Finschhafen area,
forced them to jettison their bomb loads,

In the advance on Sattelberg, tanks supporting our ground troops

knocked out enemy artillesry positions; enemy counterattacks were repulsed.

2. In the Solomons one enemy plane was shot down off Treasury
Island and three wmere destroyed near Torokine on 19 November while
attacking Allied vessels. B-24's bombed targets at Kara and Buka,
destroying grounded aircraft, and Navy planes blasted Eahili. Other
aireraft bombed Ballale and enemy positions at Matchin Bay.

Army and Navy bombers covered by P-J8's attacked ths Honis
airfield the next day, hitting the runway and bulldings; three B-25's

harassed enemy-held villages on the east coast of Boupainville, The

runways at Ballale and Buka are now unserviceable.

3. In ground action on Bougainville patrol skirmishes were reported

in the eastern sector during 19 November. Japanese aircraft bombing

Allied positions on Puruata Island caused some casualties,



WAR DEPARTMENT

DAILY OFERATIONAL SUMMARY

No. T10
0700 November 19 to 0700 November 20, 1343

COFY FOR

=

THE WHITE HOUSE

203(¥




HANNHE | H




!::L.uss IFIED

08D Letter, b-8-T8

The Army Oround Forces have lssued directives for the movement of
the Lth Armored Division (Major General J, 5. Wood) from Camp Howie,

Texas, to an eastern port of embarkation for further movement overseas.

EUROPEAN THEATER

Is Eiﬁhty-thm{:ﬂ_r&ish heavy bombers attacked tarrets at Mannheim

and Ludwigahai‘nn&urinn tha night of 17-18 Hcavmb&g cne plane did not
return. Harassing missions were carried out against Bonn, Berlin, the
furnaces and rolling mills at Duisburg, and the furnaces and armament
works at Bochum. The following night, 377 BAF Lancasters dropped 1521
tons of high explosives on Berlin through a thick overcast; several
large explosions were sean. Nine bombers are missing. Ancther force
of 295 RAF heavy bombers hit Mannheim and Ludwigshafen. Twenty-three
heavy bombers failed to return. During extensive harassing raids,
lighter BAF aireraft struck at Frankfurt, Aachen and the steel and arma-
ment works at Essen. Wellingtons laid mines off the wost coast of
France and in the vieinity of Texel. Three German aireraft cperating

over scutheastern counties caused a little damape.

2, 0On 19 November, 167 B-1T's of the S5th Air Force, escortesd by
328 p-L7's; attacked industrial targets in the Ruhr Vallaey. Heavy
clouds prevented observation of results. No enemy firhter opposition

was encountered and all of our planes returned,
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3. The US 9th Air Force (Major Oeneral Lewis H. Brereton) will
pass to the operational command of the Air Commander, Allied Expedition-
ary Adir Force, on 15 December 1943. The Allied Bxpeditionary Air Force
has been created to provide direct alr support for Allied Continental

ground operatlcns basad on the UK.

L. Hed forces forced the Dnepr above Cherkassy on 19 November and
are fipghting thelr way toward the town. In the Kiev salient the anemy
retock Zhitomir but the Reds captured the rail junction of Ovruch in
their first reported use of paratroops in this campaign. Violent fight-
ing improved the Soviet positions in the Rechitsa area.

Weather and road conditions are deterliorating on the scuthern
and central fronts; to the north heavy rains and mud have stopped

operations.
MEDITERRANEAN

l. Allled aireraft attacked enemy motor transport in the Asceli-
Agquila area during the night of 17-18 November. The next day, 50 escorted
B-17's attacked Eleusis airdrome at Athens, 36 escorted B-25's damaged
the Larissa airfisld, and 2l B-26's bombed the Grosseto railroad yards
with good effect. Light aircraft attacked enemy positions and communi-
cations in Italy, and set fire tc a 300-foot vessel in the Krka River,

north of Split, Yugoslavia.
2, Weather contimued to hamper Fifth Army operations on 19 November.

Vigorous patrol activity was maintained along the front especially at the

e
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entrance to the Cassinc-Frosinone corrldor; on its right flank the Fifth
Army occupied Hocchetta. The Eighth Army pushed patrols to San Pletro;
at the north end of the line it captured Perano despite stiff resistance

and inflicted casualties on the enemy beyond the Sangro River.

3. The War Department has informed Ceneral Eisenhower that an
Engineer Mine Detection Company, consisting of four officers, 10l enlisted
men and 72 dogs, will be shipped to his theater in Warch. Tegs have
proved to be of use in detecting plastic mines to which electro-mapnetic

detectore are insensitive.

4. In the Middle East Allied aircraft successfully dropped ‘supplies
cn Samos duoring the night of 18-19 November and mined the harhor at
Naxes and Lavricn. Heavy bombars flew diversionary misariuns for the
mining operations, attacking Candia and Kalkis; one B-2l is missing.
Under pressure of heavy air attacks Allied forces have begun to evacuate

Samos.

ASIATIC THEATER

l. On 17 November, B-25's of the 10th Adir Force escorted by P=Gl's
bombed bridges in central Burma. The following day a total of L7 B-2l's
blanketed the railroad yards at Pyinmana with bomb bursts, hit nearby
bulldings and put six half-ton boembs into the landing ground at Ywataung.

2. 1hth Air Force fighters caught more Japanese cavalry at the
Shilmen crossing on 18 November, killing 30 to LO horses and S0 to 60 men.
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Other fighter missions in support of Chinese ground troops machine-
gunned the west bank of the Salween in the Lungling area and started

fires in two nearby villages.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. Allied ground forces continued their advance on Sattelberg on

18 November.
Although bad weather hampered full-scale air cperations, 29

of our medium bombers attacked enemy carps, supply and ammunition dumps
in the Sattelberg area with excellent results; other Allled planes damaged
villages and enemy installations along the scuthwest New Cuinea coast,
In a 2600-mile round trip 2 B-2l's set fire to the Tjepoe oil refinery
(70 miles wast of Surabaya), and bombed Surabays airdrome and another

in Bali.

2. Three B-25's attacked the Kieta area on 17 November destroying
buildings, Japanese planes bombed our positions on the island on 18

November, causing some casualties.

3. Three B-2l's bombed and machine-gunned the enemy airfield on
Tarawa at noon on 17 Hovember against little opposition., At sunset nine
B-2li's again raided Maloslap; one of cur bombers, dampaged by enemy fighters,
cracked up on its return.

Nine B=2li's based on Funafuti attacked barracks, runways, and

oil dumps on Mili.
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