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GENERAL 

The War Department has called the attention of Generals EisenhOll'er 

and Devers to t he possibility t hat the Germane may reeort to bacterio­

logical warfare and ha s requested reports of any indications of such 

intent . 

WESTERN HEl!ISPHER& 

1 . The AniY Ground Forces issued directi ves for the movement of 
' . 

the 35th Infantry Diviaion (lo!ajor General P. W. Baade) f r OI!l the Tennessee 

l!aneuver Area to Camp Butner, North Carolina, and for the 78th Infantry 

Division (lo!ajor General E. P. Parker) from the latter s t at ion to the 

Tennessee Maneuver Area. 

2. For planning purposes t he Army Service Forces have directed 

all Service Commands in the continental US to submi t the number of v 
organized and provisi onal cargo- truck un~ts and the number of passenger-

( carrying vehiclea which coul d be made available in t he event of a 

breakdown of the nation's railroad lilies . The Service Camnande ""re also 

queri e d a s to the number of Army personnel in their areas who would be 

available for railroad work of types not requiring previous railroad 

experience. 

I 
1 . A !orca ot 628 IIU b<abere att.aoked Berlin clur1ng the night ot 
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tu lAuer, 1-1-71 

29-30 December throuah a heavy ovoroaet. 246o tons or incondi&ri01 and 

trl«h axplooivea wore dropped, incluclin& :l'/9 two-ton bomb a. Twenty heavy 

b0111bore are miael.ni1 antiairoratt tiro wu heavy but ono1111 r~tor reaction 

wao inotrective, one enemy plano boin& destroyed. During the aamo ni&ht 

a!tall aieoiona o! R.t.F planes attacked the chemical worko at Levorkueen, 

the armament worke at Dusseldorf and targets at Xagdoburg and LeipsiC. 

l!neJ11Y aircraft have been activo over the Bay of Bisoa,y recent ly. 

The !ollawin& day the largest nuabor of heavy bombers and 

fi&htors ever diapatchod by tho 8th Air l'oroo attacked targets in eouth- / 

western OoJ11l&l1Y. 1'h1a wu tho doepoot penetration made by our fighters, 

who escorted tho booobors dur1zli tho entire JDiasion . Twenty-throe eneoo;y 

!~tora wore ahot down; • loot 22 balbors and 12 1'~tero. 

2. The War Deportment ie keeping our Military Attache in En&land 

abreast or reporte roceiftd f:raa various eourcos concornin& Ooru.n 

heavy long-range rockets and their poss ible employment. 

). Tho War Department boo 1oauod orders tNne!orrin& General 

Eiaonhowr to duty ao c-din& General ot OS l'oroea in tho European 

Theater, and roli ... ing General Devera !rom the latter theater to c01mr.and 

OS Foro .. in tho North African '!heater. '!he effective date o! thio 

ex~o will be arrencod botwen those o!!icera. 

4. Weather oondit iODa ... ro pnoral.ly aood along tho outern front ,.,., 

c1ur1na .)0 Deceabor llh., tho llorlota adYulood 17 ailea in tho area bot-

l 





SAROINI.f. 

lUI MA~ NO, t?lt H,_U) 
II OCTOUA 1141 

' \ 

CENTRAL ITALY 
o ) 10 ao ao •o to 1 0 to 10 .o 100 

" . ... . Olt • .._,ftOOUOCO, 011 



, 
... 

, 

. - -• 
0 

DULAssrriU 
lD Lotter, 6-S- 72 

Korosten and Zhitcmir and captured Kuatin . Stubborn ene:ny resiatanco 

continues around Zhitomir itselt . llorth ot Kirovograd the ene:ny continued 

his att.acks . West and south ot Zaporo&he the Soviets advanced nino Milee . 

A.t Vit.absk ene~,y counteratt-acks have checked Soviet procress to the r.orth-

west and SoYiet efforts to ston the city n-or. the east were Cruitleu. 

'!he Ger.nans shelled !Aningrad. 

1. !'ore than 100 B-17 's with fiphtnr eocort droppod J06 tons or 

bo-bs on the !Uaini and Ferrara railroad yards in nor thern Italy on 29 

December ; IIAliY hits were scored on trac<s and buLdi.'lgs . One hundred 

and two B-26• s dropped 150 tons of boabs on other rallrcad yards and 

bridres in centrel It.aly . Gener ally good results were reported . 'l'wenty­

rour A-J6•s aga in attacked Civitavecchia harbor and other li~ht aircraft 

hit ene:ey lines of communication , On the Dalmatian coast, 12 P-40 • s 

damaged a 6,000-ton fre~hter near Peljeoac. 

2 . Allied COI'"II&ndos l anded at Arcento, north or the Gar!lliano, 

during the nim~ of 29 llece11ber; no cetaila have been reported. M erican v 
forces attacked east of Acquatondata early on J0 llecm:tber and tho 2nd 

lloroccan Divio~on captured tho peak of I' . Casale as well as an adjoining 

crest . 

Along tho E~hth Arr(y front heavy a.,...an artillery and 11ortar 

fire nullified l&ina by the Canadians in the center of their sector but 

they continued to advance along the read to Peacara, being now about two 
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atUee beyond Orton&, 

ABUTIC THEATER 

DICLAIIIJtll 
OlD Lott or, 8-J- 'l 

Ton P-4o•a of the lOth Air Force scored nita on tbe runway of the 

lo!yiteyina airdi-Oate, on 29 December. One (probably t1r0 ) enell\)' planes 

""re ahot down; one P-40 ia miaaing. Between 27 and 30 December RAF 

planes carried out offensive reconnaiaeanoe miaeions against enemy linea 

or communication in central Burma! attacked Japanese inatallationa and 

troop concentrations near lland&lay and at Buthidatmg (north of Al<yab). 

PACIFIC AND SOUTHIIEST PACIFIC THEATERS 

1. During the ni&ht of 28-29 December, 21 enemy bOiltbers raidad 

Finechh&f'en causing no damage; one raider ""8 shOt do1m. 

The next ~ the Japanese brought strong but unsuccessful 

pressure to bear against our eutem beachhead at Cape Gloucester; they 

have alreacy auatainad 700 cuualtiea in this area. By noon or 30 

~ · December Allied forces had captured Cape Gioucester and ita airfield&, 

and were consolidating their positions . In northeastern New Ouinea 

our ground forcee met strong resiat&nce at Blucher Point, 

Allied air forcea continud to give strong support t o our 

ground forces. On 29 Dec•ber ll8 heavy and medium bombers attacked 

enemy defense position& near the ll&in (eaater)J) air atrip at Cape Gloucester 

and along Borgen - · Ot.her Allied planes attaclcad targets alanhare 011 

!lew Britain and alq the northeast New Ouinaa coaat, and started !irea 

along the watarf'ront at Oerwa, where four &nOlO' planaa were deatroyod, 
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DICLASBiriD 
OlD Let ter , 0~'-

2. Our ground rorcee on Bougainville p& trolled 1110re than a mile 

be;yond the periJoete r of the Torokina beachhead on 29 Dec•ber without 

making contact with the enem)' • 

.) . Navy planee bombed Nauru a t dawn on 28 December daetroying an 

....un1tion dump . 
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1 . A total Of 126 US heavy bonlbet'a UCOl'ted by 146 f:V,htere bombed 

the lili> ini railroad yarCIB and nearby ~ar ·eta en 26 Decmber; one P-36 

failed to return . Seventeen B- 24•s attacked t~e railroad yards at 

Vicenza; nin~teen {prebaJ)ly 24) or s"""' 9,1 eneey planes encour.tered were 

oho~ d01m; eleven B- 2!. • s were lost or which sa::e ooaor have landed in 

friendly terri tory. 

Medium and light bombers heavily att&cked the airdromes at 

Ci.ar.lpino, Guidonia (where five enoey aircraft were destroyed n the 

grotmd), and Centccelle, railroad !acuities a~ Piotoia, Orvieto, and 

?er<~ntino, as well as tal"!:ets at Civitavecchia; no en""'J' aircraft were 

encou.tered en these miasior.s . P-uo•s raided installations at Nettuno 

and Anzio, hitting the wharf and mole at Anzio . 

2 . There was little chan~e in the situation on the Firth Am:~ 

trent durin, 29 December; patrols reached Acquatondata . '!he advance 

ot the French lloroccan ~roops into the llonti llarror.e hill lt&ls wa& 

hat:!pered b'J anew, wpply ditticult.ies and heavy opposition. 

'!he ri"ht fiank of the Eirhth Am:/ rade a general aavance, 

Canadian units pushing ~1l8t and northwest of Ortona . 

) . During the week endinr 16 Dece~ber, lOJ,JUl tons of suppliea, 

J,bO.) Yehicles, and 17 ,!.29 persons were dischar~ed at Italian weet coast 

ports, with ~aplu carrying the Njority or the trattic . Correaponding 

f~s for eaet coaat ports were 6),o60 tons of supplies, u , 7S8 vehicles 
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~d 6,66h pe,..one. 

\.IM p.rec.&c ... 11:. 

nt• t.onNgoe 1ndteat.e a a'llbet.&ntial i.nona.M onr 

Port d.1.ecba.rc .. at Bt.ri ha•e ngt.!Md t.he lewl 

a.t.t.&1Ded prior to t.h.e dut.ruotive at.tae'k b7 enem;r &il"cr..tt on t.he night 

of 1- 2 Deaa:t.bo.r. 

L.. .MaJor General :fat.han P. fwin1:!3 hu been r.lieved n-<:EI cCJn::W~d 

ot the lJt.h Ur Force in t.ha So\)th Paollic J.:roa L,d u•isned to cweand 

\he 15th llr Perce in the Mortb. .l!rie&l"' 'ttleuu. 

iSlA.tiC TK!A.T!a 

Jap&nen bombere &nd t'1gbt.or. nt.acked e l.bt.h Air Fo:oce t .. ctnncd 

'oa.a. on 27 Deeebltr, des"t.r'Oyiftg one rlrpl&ne on t.be VOWld acd dad.li­

ing another, Ou.r !i,ghW plar.ee engaged the enem.Y' • escort. a1Tcra!'t1 

.t\oot.lzl& down !C'IIl" (probabl3' nine) tel' a len or one tighter. 

'l'he ~ Q..lq U.t.b Air Force B-25''• nnk a 2Cl0-!oot. ehip a.ncl clt:u.ged 

tYO ot.here 1n the ta.nat.s.e River near Ch1bchCJ.w, Ow- !'t#lter bolr.bera hit 

.ne:q wa.rebouaee ne&r Iochow; all our pl*""e r-.tum.d. to Uldr buea, 

PJ.OinC AND SOIJ!HIIl3T PJ.CIP'IC n!UT'IRS 

1. ow- t.roope, ~ \.heir be&cbMada on Cape OlO'JCU-t.er, 

ad'tanoad t.o W'lthin OM .Ue of \.he ~ on 26 O.tt•b.r 1n l-he !ace 

of ebupl.7 inorMMd oppoe1t.1on. 1be .,._,., WtJ.&U.y d1epc .. d 1D a 

eoutl.J.bt oordcrl .,..., t. now ccmcent.rat1JI& ac•irl•t. cur •ut. narJc. 
In no~M..Wm 111 .. ow.n. •• JJ .. Ue4 toro .. re&ehed Bluober 

Po!At. on tM ooaet. at\d oapt;IU'Wd another •won& polot. nor-th of O.pu 

•)• 
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1n t.he R&ll.u Ville)'. 

DIOLA5811lD 
CID Letter, 6-1-ta 

Filth Air Force plartea t!teot.i~ely Ooabod ~he Ale~aftn, 

kad&rig, a:td Oape Hoek1nt a.irdro.e•1 dul&ged two Ja,p&nep t.An•port.a 

rtear t he Ce.bbu, and a&&.1-n operat.ed &gdlltt. t.t.rgeta ot opporiwlity 

&lone U!e li..., Brtt&in at~d $ .. G\lin•a coast., ud s upported. O'JJ" around 

t orna in t.he Oq141 01ouce~t.er area. At Rabt.ul Ulero won 16 l ·•r&.• and 

14 a &ll tret.gbtere besides five destroy-en L-td. ! OIU" hunch-ed bc1;ea . 

2 . 'l'lrontr-eftht n.ghter platies tro~~. the South Pao1t1c1 pat.rolllng 

O'l'er R&.b&\11 at. noon on 27 O.cellber 1 llt'lgaoed SO t.o eo ene.:or rigbure, 

d .. troying 17 tor e. loea ot ona N•vy plene. Returning t<l Rab•ul the 

nen .-omJns, our !ightera an,gajed another hrge toroe of elliii\Y pla.ne1 

dutl'O)'in& 26 (pl"'babl7 J.l) tor a lou o·r thru plane11 . B-24•a att.aelc.e4 

the Su.ka uea, 2) heuy -.nd ••diwt bcebers ht.t Xah11.11 IU'Id a ror ee ot 

17 Navy boebers at.taeked a.rtt1&1l'cra.tt and oouwl. gune 1n t.he Poporans 1 

Short.l an.d -.nd. 1&.111 areu. All ezt4t!D,7 l andin& fieldA on Botagainrll.l.e were 

Wla&Trloe.Jhle t.hat ~· 

) , S.Ttnt.een B-24' • dropped Sl tone ot bc.be ext W'otje on 26 Deo-.btl:r. 

One Japa:tee.e t1ghter wu •hot. downJ .,. loat. t.w ~2b• a. n.~.o Jl&"Y 

plan .. probabl,y dAmaged ee'/eral. mall llhip.11 1D a raid on Jal\IJ.t., 

!he War Oapvtll!tnt r:~ot.i.tid OeMrale Kac.l.rt.bur, H.anton and StU .. U 

t.hat. a p011C)' or rotatitW penoanel froorl Ule1r are." iO t.he OS w1l1 
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beco1te ertective on l ll&rCh 19W.. Initall7 the rrumber to be returned 

w1ll be limited to one per cent of tho the&ter strength per "'onth , ~t 

.,q be inoreued l&ter ae the ohippin& eitu&tion and othu conditione 

penoit. 'It>• 18lection of the pereonnel to be returned 1e lett to U.. 

discretion or theater coaur.andera. 

+ 



DICLASSUID 
C&D Letter , ~-8-fl 

Soviet prooaure east o! Vitebak inoreaoed during 28 December 

While northweet or the t o-n one~ counterattacks checked fUrther Soviet 

advances . The Soviets continued their progreso on a broad front woot 

of Kiev and are now five miles east of Korooten, 11 miles eut or 

Zhit<lmir and 18 ailu eut o! Berdichev. Tho Oamans new hold hi&h 

ground favoraol o J'or defense . North of Kirovocrad the en""'Y counter-

[ attacked to chock the increasing Soviet proaaure . 

1. Tar~eta Cor our meditl!ll baobers en 27 Doc~ber were the 

k>ggibonai rillroad yarca, \'iaciucts at Recco and Zoagli , &lid shipping 

near Za.raj no enerny lighter react. ion waa reported ove r these t4rr,ets . 

Fighter planes attacked factories and tho railw~ at Anagni , tho hnrbor 

and railw~cy yards at Civitavecchia, destroyed rolling stock south of 

A.'lcona, and patrolled the battle areo . .1.11 our aircraft returned. 

2 . Fierce fighting flared on t....,e F'ifth A.r!ey front dw1.n& 27 

Dochber when the en41<1Y strongly attacked Puntaiiu.;e but tailed to 

take the town . Our troops occupied the he1Rhts overlooking Vit1ouso 

tram the south, and French Moroccans pushed further into the l!ont1 

l'arrone h1ll mau . 

!ighth An:v patrols operated in t he Casoll area and cut the 

road north ot Arlelli at sevaral paintl . Canadien units have cleared 

the ene!!JY trom Orten&. 

-1-



c 

(I 

DIOLAIIIPI. 
Cti:D L4n..,, ....._fl 

J , 'ftl• eM!lf7 bu. oowpiad Xoroul& Lllan.dJ PU'\l aan tJ"'OP''i " re 

.-nouwcl. 26 n.o.'bu. 

1 . lOt.h &.ir rorea oper&t1ont tor 26 ancl 21 Oeclllbv iJ\oluded. 
a\.tae'U bJ 19 .. 4h• ~,.. aca..lu\. ~ . ... 1D m. tqa ..,... 
ot wett.em !b.nsA Md b'f 16 A-)6' • whtch a)dp-bcM~d J&par~att t.nnoh., 
Ln \M ,....... tinr " &1*'· tbrlAc thia ,.rtod. \be P..l!' ~ • • 
aaohina'1\IM•d 4tfWMIG' poait.lon• ancl c&l9• Ilona Uta ... t.em Jtu.rae•• 
bo!Wr .,.; O..t,..,...a n1l.road ~ tt.oc'll in ent.ral hr'M· 

2 . On 27 O.C•blr ai(ht. P-liO'• or VHt U.th ALr FON:a ••t. t1..re \0 

t ow 'ba:ti'Mb at. Phu lbo_, udl~ \ba a.1..J"d,roae at. Drone C.O.C M4 
the r&ilJ"Hd .tat.icn and bar:radu at,. C. Duong , In t.he 1\lnct.inl JAke 
,..:10ft_, \All f'ooL01a ~ M ~ a\ loebo-1 M 4 s&rlk a 
200-too\o tr..1Wiwr. All OW' a.t.roral't. r-.t.umad. ""..., pl.a.l1 .. at.wotced 

S.ld!JIUJ dtte.Ua aft lMkitlc· 

). Tha Ya.r Depart.Mnt tru\.Noted Oene:r&l. S\il...U t.o dtUnr t.o 
11rtp41ar o...rel l&rl 1. 8oq, oo.&:ldllae \he ta41&-Gd» W1J1C, •u­
t'r&Mport eo...M, tb oo--acL.Uoo of Tha Pr' .. idMt tor 1t.a ~eC*plUh­
~ of \.r~por'\J.a& tAn \MCNnd .,_. .,...,. ~ t~~~~po• lnt.o Qdna 
d!.lriAC tila per-lOll l - '2.S O.O~:rJ 11\a .... .,. alto atataa Vl&t tha 
PrU141n\. .....,. 41n9te4 u- c.itaUon o! \he 1l1liC .,; ~ h1a per...W 
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OSD Letter , 6-8-ta 

PACIFIC AI/Jl SOOmtiEST PACIFIC T'rl!ATI!HS 

1. On 27 Decll!lber our Cape Glouceoter forcoo, oupported by tanka, 

puohod t o within two mUes of tho airdrome against eneJey r oaietancoJ 

one of our columna repulsed four counterattacko. Patrol cl ashes were 

reported in tho .lrawe area . 

In Now Guinea, Alli ed troops occupied Waringai on Huon Peninsula 

and captured a atrongpoint in the Ramu Valley seven mUes nortb of Dumpu . 

Thirty-seven {probably 36) enenzy- bombero and fighters, from 

throe mioeions attompt,ing early ~r.orning attacks on our Arawa beachhead, 

were destroyed by fire from our air, ground and naval unite . In addition 

to furnishing air support for our ground operations, Alli ed aircraft 

attacked the Yadang, Cape Olouceater , Cape Hoskins and Kav1eng airdromes 

and adjacent areas and bombed enaJey insu.J.lat1ons near Bogadjim. 

2 . In BougainvUlo our bombers attacked auppl y dumps at KahU1 

on 27 December, harasaed enenzy- troopa near U eta, and pounded the noat 

plano anchorage and antiaircraft positions at Buka. 

Under aut hority of Executive Order 91.12, tho Secretary or War 

ue1111od control of tho r aUro.o.c18 ao of 1900, 27 December 19!,J. 

lleoponaibU1t,' f or exeau\ing tho executive order was delegated by 

t he 8ecrot&r7 of War to Lieutenant General lll'ehon Somervell, COII!II&llding 

General, J.:nq Service Forcea. lleeponaibUit7 for operational cont rol 

of t he raUroac18 wao delegated t o Major General C. P. Groae, Chi e f of 

Traneportetion. 

-3-
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I!Uac>PEAN THII:ATEII 

On 27 O.e•ber the Sorleta .W an illportant a<tnnee, cut tin& 

the Vitabak-Polotak railroad about 2$ a1lee northwest or the ror.or 

eit;r. "!he Sorlet otreneive southeast or Zh1tom1r advanced aoa:e 10 

mlleaJ the Red .U.iee are now 21 mllea sou theast of Zhitomir and 17 

mllea northeut of Kasatin, and are exerting preaaure against Koroaten . 

IIEDITER!WIIAH 

1. LarKe-aeale B-26 attacks were carried out on the railroad 

yarda at Prato, Et>poli and Piatoia on 26 Dece:ber; good relllllta .,..,.. 

reported. Weather restricted operations in eupport or ground troops. 

2. 'llle noon, 27 Deee~tber, reports indicate that the Eighth Army 

was makin; slow progress through Ortona and along a tive..,Ue .front 

further inland. Un.ita or tho F1tth J.nq advanced aatrida tho higbway 

to Caaaino and aada fUrther gaina 1n the llonti s-ucro hill mua. 

ASUTIC TH!lT!R 

1. On Chrietmas ~ 16 W booobere dropped 27 tone o! exp1oeina 

on tho atation at :nrataunc. ~in& that ~ and the next l1t)ltar air-

On tha 26th 72 W ti&btars intwceptad SO en-.:r planea ,..at ot Chittqcq, 

8hoot1.ng down tin tor a 1oae or one llpitrirs. 

On 26 O.onber nine B-2$'• ot the lOth Air FCII'Oe bollbed an 
' 
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enemy camp at Yanan 1n northwestern Buma, while 1.3 P- 38• s destroyed 

three enemy pl anes during an attack on a Japanese airdrome near Maymyo . 

2 . Escorted Japaneee bombers attacked our Nannir>g airriel d on 

26 December without damage . '!Wo B- 25•• of the lht h Air Force destroyed 

a beached vessel off Toning Isl and, northeast or Hongkong . 

PACIFIC AND SOIJTH\'IE'ST PACIFIC THEATERS 

l. Enemy planes raided our Arawe beachhead positions three times 

during t.lte night of 2$- 26 December caus1n~ oome damage . 1\vo enemy dive 

bombers were shot do'Hn the next morning when over 100 Japanese airera!t 

were over the area, whUe three ground attacks against our r ight flank 

were repulsed . On Cape Gloucester our troops have consolidated their 

beachheads and are advancinF inland. Targets at Borgen Bay and the air 

strips are now under our art Ulery fire . In No .. Guinea Allied troops 

continued their mopping up operations at Wandokai . Allied a i r operations 

during the peri od coneisted of harassinf! a ttacks by a force of 115 US 

heavy and medium bombers on enemy positions on !lew Britain and a night 

attack agaiost Kavieng by Australian patr ol bombers which caused fires 

1o the disper sal areas and amnuni tion dumps . 

2 . On 26 Decerob&r 18 medium boobers attacked enemy bivouac areas 

at Kahlli whUe sav&n others bombed and machine-gunned the radar s tation 

at Cape St. George . One B-25 f a lled to r eturn . A 77-plane Nsvy mission 

bombed and machine-gunned tho Kieta area . Reconnaissance planes attacked 

- 2-
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lllll&l.l ene!IO" ehipping off East Cape and Rabaul . 

). Nino Central Pacilic heavy b""'bere attacked Wotje on 2) Dee.,.ber; 

three (probably tour) ot JS en~ f1&htare encountered near Taro&"" 

ehot. dawn. Tho next da)r baaber a1ae1one wre carried out aca1net Nauru 

and Wotje without interception although heavy antieircrett tire wae 

encountered over Nauru. One Ventura bomber did not return. One o! our 

reeonnai11anco planee e ttacked two lllll&l.l enelfG' tre1ghtere eouthoaet or 

( 
1 

Knjale1n loavin& one einlc1ng. 

( 

&..., planes r&ided our 1notallat1ons at llak1n and Taran 

during the period; two eneo;y planeo were ahot dolm; one or our l ighters 

waa lost. 

-3-
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'!he lO, QOO-ton US tanker •Chepultepec• • •• torpedoed 8J aUes 

northeut of Cri.a'tob&l en 26 Deee~berJ the ehip •rr1ved at. that port 

loter that day. 

AJf,-..; 
1 . .Additional bo!sber aiuiona <liep.~.tehed by the Expeditionuy 

J.ir Forcee against .Uita.t'y objeotivea in nor-t.bem ~h-&nce on 24 December 

totaled )70 aireratt which, toge·ther with the 26 aq,u.adrons of eeeortins: 

tightera, brought the total sortiea tor th.at day to aore than 21 )00. 

2. .UUed bombers attacking 811 e.neiiO' Rrlf.CO tore& or some tnlve 

~•aaele 1n the &3 ot Bilcf3" on 24 December poaaibly set fire to a 6,000-

ton f'reighter. That night Jllied &ircra.ft maintained .contact with the 

&MilO" toree IJ'Id t.he following day again attacked it, et.Joting a large 

tire on one vesael t.lld scoring near aiaaes on othere . One h.eavy bomber 

craahed int·O the aea. 

) • Although weather conditione deter iore.ted in the south, the 

Sorteta on 26 Dece.mber aade iJDportant advanc .. we•t or liev toward 

Zh1t<air. '!'hey are nOll' )l ailet to t.h• eut ot t.h.at. town on the ~it.o.U• 

r .. to• ~d and 20 aU•• troc tutoY on t.he railJ"Oad running touth­

ftR ln. the latter oit7. Ra~, 19 •11•• eoutb o.t Mal1J'l, U again 

1J'l Sorlet hande and eftM)' p'i"epa.Ntiona tor t\t.rtht:r' adv&ncea on Ki .. 

han b••n ap1D obeck•cl• n .. pik rain ancl 11\GW' ther. -. coneideNbl• 
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tank action. 'lhe Soviets continued their otteneive againet Vit ebek, 

being now 14 milee trom that city to the northweet and eight miles to 

the eouth . 

IIBDITERIWIIWI 

1 . Thirty-the escorted B- 24 • • trom the 12th l1r Force attacked 

the airdrome at Vieensa on 25 DecelOber. Two eneey airplanes were 

d.eetroyed in aeri.al combetJ six ot our ti&htere are aieoing . Sixty-six 

B-17'• escorted by US fighters dropped 186 tons on the Bolsano rail-

road yarde J ono bomber was destroyed by antiaircraft tire . Eighty-eight 

medium bomber• obtained excellent ettect on the P'iea railroad yards 

while ct her ,Allied aircraft patrolled the battle area. 

2 , Further small ga ins were made on the Firth Al'11)" f r ont during 26 

December, additional positions being oceupiod on the forward slopes ot 

llonti Samucro. Active patrolling continued. Despite bed weather and 

atitt &n&lll\' reeietance , the Eighth Al'lll)' occupie d the greater part ot 

Orton& and ec.pleted the capture ot Villa Orande . Art1llery exchallgee 

continued throughout the day. 

J , C&eualty figure1r to 23 Dec111bor are as follows• 

P'itth Army Killed Wounded lliloinl Total• 

us 2, 1132 10, 601 .),29) 16, .)28 
Brit ish 1,664 7,009 2, 86S ll , J , 8 
French 120 690 44 1 ,0)4 
Italian 109 191 282 S26 

!ighth Anljr 2, lS9 7.895 1, 896 11,950 

6,484 26,)66 8,382 41,4!)2 

-2-
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PrisonDrs of war captured by cooponents of the Fifth Army 

were reported as follows : 

us 2,914 
British 1,66o 
l'ronch 1.$ 
Italian 9 

4S98 

The Eighth~ has captured 2, 723 prisoners of war . 

L. Reporting the possibility of s typhus epidemic i n Naples 

Genoral Eisenho?ler has in.formed the Wsr Depart-ent t hat on 21 Dece,.,ber 

there wero lSL known civilian cases oi· typhus in the city. There were 

no Amel"ioan cases . US doctors., operating directly under Allied Force 

He-adquarters are taking charge of control measures . 

ASIATIC TliE:ATER 

1. Twelve British medium bombers scored direct hits on the ~ail-

road station and yards at Mandalay on 24 December; one bo!'lber did not 

return . 

2. Escorted B- 24•s of the 14th Air Force attacked an ene"'Y airfield 

near Canton on 24 December . l!any hits were observed in the tarpet area . 

A large force of enemy fi~ter planes attacked our mission while in 

the target area, and our bombers and fighters shot down 19 (probably 29) 
~ 

of the enemy airerar't for a loss of one bomber and one tighter . 

The next day two B-25•s piloted by Chinese atn.en bombed and 

probably oank a )00- foot psssenger ship northeast of Canton . 
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PACIFIC J.IID SOUTHII!!ST PACIFIC THEATERS 

1 . Allied forces advancing beyond Pinschhafen oc~pied Wandokai 

on 24 December, capturing wch equi pment and 81!11\lnition, Allied patrol 

bombers hit Oasmata and machine-gunned small craft in that &rea . On 2!) 

December, 1!)4 bombero and fighters attacked enemy posit i ons on Cape 

Gloucester while others hit the J.lexiahafen l'1lllWBY, buildings and barge a, 

pne eneJ!lY bomber waa shot down near Arawe. 

2, Following a naval and air bombardment American. amphibious forces 

made unopposed dewn landings on either oide ot Cape Gloucester and 

occupied Long Island on 26 December, Preliminary reports indicate that 

practically no losses were sustained. Fighter cover was provided by 

the !)th Air Foree which drove off strong enemy air counterattacks against 

our beachheads and shipping , SJ.xt.y-one enemy planes ine,luding 36 bc•bers 

were destroyed in air em bat , We loot one ship and three other s sustained 

minor damage . Seven of our planes failed to return. 

J , OUr carrier-baaed aircraft attae.l<ed enemy shipping at Kavieng 

during the early morning hours <?f Chr1etmae Oa.y sinking one destroyer, 

two large freighters and three barge a, A second destroyer and several 

smaller freighters were damaged and tbree enemy aircraft were destroyed 

for the lose of one of our fighters. Land-baaed fighters, escorting 

B-24•• which bcalbed Rabaul that day, destroyed 13 (probably 20) of s<lale 

60 intercepting enemy plane11 four of our fightan did not return. Na'7 

aircraft attacked antiaircraft positions at IC&ngu Hill , llotupina Point, 

-4-
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Bul<a, and Bonia and provided air eupport for our ground troops near 

Cape Torok ina . 

4, Advanced detachment• of the 38th Infantry Division have arri ved 

in Hawaii. The first echelon of the 40th Infant ry Division has left 

llawaii for Guadaleanal . 

+ 
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Dhbion {W.Jor OtMJ'&l llbrid.g• Q , Cba.-n1 Jr.) fro. Tort Br&.clt 

)rorth C&.ro.llr\1. t.o CU:p Wt.Ok&ll, Mort.b C&rolln~t flU' airborn• t.ra1A1ng. 

1, J,. P~? mi.Ui<m- bamt.d GUu-Rijen a!r :f'hlc!, HoU..nd, on 2) 

Dectaber reporti.na aood r'U\llt.../!b&t. n1,~¢~t .)U B1J' M•.,- bolllbers 

apin at.tae.ked. Berlitl wt.Lh over ]JQ) tons or b0111b•·.lj n..ttun pl&n•o 

!ail~ to reWro aad ~ otb.r• c::.rub.S 11'1 ln(land. Br1t.Lih W~qu1to 

'bom.ra M.ra1ud t.arc•u ~ ~r.at~)' at u.cMn, l)uiabur& and Lel.p•ia· 

/ a. Sovbt, tuUta at.tAeki.nc V!t.ebelt han -.:It 1hort. adyqc .. to 

'11'1th1n 15 aU•• o! the o1t~ on tbr•• aidu. '!til ac.c~u1<renus o! 

t.M SoYiat. tout.bwut o! ZblobiA oo .:2'4 Dtcaber wu Mut.r &U&Aid by 

·~ at.taok.e durlna boha paat 2li bo\V'I, 

/ 
l40I'!II!!W!JA!! 

1 . ..t.btr cotld.1t1on.t onr the lt.a.li.&n !'l'ont. !-.upend air optrsW.ON 

on 24 Dte.-ber, Railroad ,arlb &n;l .anhouaaa at. Ceclna wra at.t.aoletld b)' 

25 846••, and an o.U.uin tilbwr patrol, w:.bla to r.aeh lt.a Urpt. 

1n JU&6tl&Y1a, deat.ro,...:t an .,._,. pl.&noa oY"tr t.bt £4:'J.at.ic:. 

~. Fitt.b Uw:r wdt. I"NNeWd their at.taoka aiu-t ·~ polfiUo.n~ 
ruatd1AI C&••!J» o& 25 S*le.blr, llchtb u.;r troo.,. Nt.rpnlMd poait.l«\8 

l 
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on recent]J' 'captured groundJ be&vy fighting in adverso weather 

continued in the Ortona area, 

~TICTIJEA'J.'!R 
Light and tighter bombers of the lOth Air Force nit tne Kl.ngon 

&llllllnl.tion dump and started !ires at Haman& during 23 December, lfhilo 

other light bombers provided air support for ground troops operating 

in the Ningbyan and '!lLro areas, That night a t otal of 28 liS and RAF 

11-24's attacked targets at Bangkok, our 19 B-24'• bitting the rail 

terminals with good results , RAF planes on other misoiolliJ bit Kale"')'o 

on 22 December, dropped supplies to Allied forces and harassed the 

Fort .,ite area , 

PACIFIC AND SOU'l'!!W&ST PACIFIC '11!MtERl! 
' 

1, Ulisd forces advancing along the I!Uon peninsula reached a 

point two mias aoutheast of landokai on 24 Dec•ber, 11gltt ene"')' 

aircraft attacked our positions at ,J.ro .. before dawn but caueed 

little c:!uap , 

/ / The Sth J.ir Force ooncantrotod ito panr against enallcy' poei-

/ ~iono and inotallati01111 in tho cape Olouc .. tor area that d&:y, a total 
11

). \Y 
of 89 B-24'o , NTOD 114611 1 47 B-2S'a aDd 34 A-201a participating in II'/' 
the attacka, Tnln ' B-2S'• ~and acbino-gunned ~-bold 

vUllgaa on tba northwat ooaot o! Jlew Britain lfhUo di.,.. bcabera 

attaokod auapaotod 'tlarl• bict.outo nortbnat o! Are .. and along the 

2 
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nort.beaet .... O.U.naa cout. Dutch 845'• otarted firu 1n the 
barraelte area at l t•eboeo in central !iaor. Allied patrol bollbere 
atarted larp .tirea at l.aYilng and hit a tranaport nortlrnat. of 
R*~ul and a dutro~r oft Qarove Island. 

2 . In the 23 December attack by lB 11cortad 8-24 1 a on the 
Lalcun&i airdro• at R*bauJ.1 JO (probab:IJ' J6) intercepting Japaneae 
aircraft •re deat.r~d tar a lou ot .tour l!a'fY t18btara. The naxt 

{ day, a aWlar ml.aeion pounded the nearb7 VunaJcanau 1'Uilft.7 and abot 
dam J5 (probabl.J' 40) 110re eniiJil planee. Two II&"Y bollbera deotroyed 
two o.t nine .,_,. ti&htare encountered nur 8lbaul. Other lllled 
bN'fY and -u ... b011bera at tacked Kate, tbl Bonia seaplane base, 
Faiai, Buka and targata 1n nortb••t Choiaeul. 

J. Ninateen 844'• bombed abipping and abore inatallationa at 
Jtajalein on 24 DacMI>er utt!.n& tin to two cargo we11la . lacortad 
l -24'• raided 11111, botlb!.n& -liT installations and dutroyinc two 
of eix intercepting Japaneee !1flhtara. 
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The 1l'ar Departant h&a d.1Ncted ita eenior crrareaaa o-...dllre 

to t&lce a.d1.ate atepa to inwre that no IWIIII ia painted on airplen••• 

clothing, or equi~t which &U&ht 'be ueed aa propaganda Mtar1&l by 

th& ·~ or which aigbt tend to brine punitive action againat air 

.terce personnel !allina into h1a h&ndl. 

1 . RU 'bea'fl' bOIIbare attaond aU1t&r7 objeeUna in th& 

! bbn1.lle area dl1r1nc the ~bt ot 22- 23 December and sand llinll ott 

La Pall ice, Loriant, ,CbarbourJ and La llt.vre . lloequitoo per!OZ'IIId 

h&raaoina lliaeione 11ainet Trt.nk!urt and the precieion inatl'\llllent worka 

at Bonn. 

Eneli\T planea operated that n.ight o-.er the aoutbaaet ooaat ot 

!n&J,and, C&lla~ a tn oaau&ltia• and llinor daMs•· 

2 . 1 !oree o! .ora than 1,300 U5 planes, includina the ~at 

mmber o! h&&'fl' bOIIbare aver diapetch&d b7 the &th J.ir l'orce, attecl<ed 

111llt&ry objectives in th& Pu de C&l&1a area an 24 Dec:ubu. other 

Wild plane a att&cnd t&rpta in l'ranca dl1r1nc th& clq, includina th& 

&irlialdll at JIDrl&ix and Braat-ouipeYU. l'igbter oppoaition wu 

nagllc1blaJ all ot our &1rontt retumed. 

1 
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Vitebsk. The Soviets aloo counte~attacked southwest of Zhlobin and 

no~hwest of Malin . 

JJEDITERRANEAN 

1 . On 23 Decen:.be~, Allied medium boOlbe~s scored hits on the 

~a~ad y~ds and bridges at Imperia as nil as on the Ventimiglia 

~ds and the approaches to the Antheor viaduct . Bad weatho~ cur-

tailed air operations in suppo~ of ground troops . 

2. During 2h Decembe~ Allied forces maintained petrol activity. 

The Fifth Army captured additional hilltops in the L:onti Cavallo ~ea . 

Progress n o lllllde by the center of the Eighth Army which captured 

Vezzani. The French Army Corps has come under the operational 

command of the Fifth Army. 

ASIATIC THEATER 

Two Chinese-piloted B- 2S 's of the lhth Air Force sank a ~00-foot 

freighter lOS miles south of Hongkong on 22 Decen:.ber . The following 

day, 29 escorted B- 24•s bombed hang~s, revetments, and the I'Wlllily at 

tha White Cloud airdrome at Canton; at least six intercepting eneqy 

planes nre destr oyed. All of our bombers returned. Thirteen P- 38•s 

caused heavy damage and casualties in a r aid on !luang Shan Ko (no~b­

east of Tungting Lake) and on their return night sank oix oampans . 

PACIFIC AND SOUT!IWEST PACIFIC THE.I.TERS 

1. On tho night of 22- 2.3 DecoOlbor Kaviong, Qaamata, and Cape 

2 
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Ear}¥ tt. MXt. ~ .,....,. &iJ'c.f'&tt. .... li&b\ nid 

&CIJ.ne\. ou .ln'w *"cllbtad.. 

cor.otntrat1on. ot .ne&3" .uppl.U.e Wid \rOopll near "•ta:m and Cape 

buehinc, .UU.ed air a1 .. 1ana izu:W:dina: 60 B-2b•• •re nJMd.al.4' 

I.Ct.1'¥'t. n.. CkJ)I HHkiM ud ou.at.& nu~W&YB ..,d othar 401.11\tJ. 

t&rpt• wre al10 att.acbd at. a co•t. t.o t.M HlbQ' o! two j)l.r·ked. air-

() cra.tt, barre• and othu .q,u1.-.nt.. 

In ~ OUin.a, our &l"'W1d tore•• p.tabtd on. .U. nor~rt 

2, SJ.xtAt.n B-24' a O! t..N 00 Air 101"C41 boe414 Chirl&town on 2) 

C.ctatr, and 18 .. r.on..d a-.211••, uini 108 hal.toot«~. bolb•, d~Mc.cl 
tM !'tY.U.nt .,...... and ~ ot t.he taiNn&1 ai.rdro .. at RtblulJ 

( ) two en.117 ttchten w.ra da..t.~d. Snwnteen B-261 • hit C\UIT gu.n 

po.1UOM on 5ohtM taland. xs.nor Jd.Nlc:c.t .. ,.. nCNn a&U~~Jt. ....,. 
U..t.&l.lat.iaa.. &t rah.U11 Shcrt.lalld t.J.,and, Ueta1 &Jb. u.d ~41 

azul. wr n..,tn.ra -.iftt.&il»d U.ir pe.\.l'Ola owr t.M torold.M. u.a. 

l,... ........ .C.:W 
,, ~ ,_ :d &nv .... 11&'7 -... . ...... 4 IOoaJaloizll 

J) U.:, aM l&'f'7 l1&b' aJ..rroftt\ hi\ Wtal.laUon. &ad. abippiQa at 

laidJ Ialud, iA U. J&loU CJ'OilP• a •dblll f'nJ.chtu beJ.Ac d~Mpd.. 

• 101'\. ON JJ.Pt. balber. 
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aaohina"'1ffi"Mcl ground target& at IIlli ancl eat tire to a .traightar. 

()le (probabl:r two) eneiQ' pl&nAOe -ra cl .. tro;recl. 
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EUROPEAII 'l'HEATER 

1 . '[Eur M the 22 Daeenb"r attacks a t otal of !)69 B-1"1 • s and B-2L •s, 

tons or h~h explosives 

2 . [soviet progress in the Nevel-Vitebsk aru has been cheeked] 

Figh bhrg &long tlw eas:beta l t oBt was Luhscisiua ehabtg 2J Boeuear. 

I!EDITERRANEAN 

l. Despite unfavorable weather on 22 December, J6 light bombers 

scored direct/ on roads and buildings near Orsogna while hters 

and fighrb·~ destroyed true ~d r ailwey equipm 

:t:t o st of Ital y . Other 

cations and trans rtation on the Eigh Two fighter 

were lost . 

and on 9 Septem r, date of the landings 

at 

ASIATIC TI!EATER 

1 . On 22 December 22 P-40' a of tho lOth llr Force, 

town 

-1-
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:~6•o oup~d ope~ \ho ~ 

2 . Z.corwd B-25/ \ho U.t! .U.. Force od to tho ~Y 
L&ke repCft on 22 -bor t.o - i!nJun&l cellon~ ro.Wto .,...,..._..d. 
D..ooing \ho dq ra "Cain attackod our lun.1nc 

butJ 15 obabl¥ )1) ""0110"7.?. ..... dut.roJ"d. M,..,. dao&p ,... 

done our tialcl 1ntt.alla-Uon t a trt.naport ancl P-hO .,4,.. bumed on 'the 

und a11d one or our ttch re 1a a1 .. 1na. 

P.lCmC AN1l SOilTH"BST PACIFIC THl!.lT&RS 

1 . Five R.U1' t.alinu tt.a.Tte/e at Xav1e.ng and atdiua 

t.ruiAI..rfio1da at Mo7'd .lloxioh~en, on 21 bar. 1'n1" 

.l-20' npporwd .llll.od ,round troopo ad.Yanol.Ag Hu"oll<a. 

f;....l:t on 22 -bor our troops b> \ho .lra" "ooacllhood ,. .. 
t::. .u:a:.i.. 

oub~~d t.o a -~our &1r - 'IIIlich ClllMd .-. doaal•· ~rb>l \ho 

dq our hea.,. bcabere an4 ticht.era, t.o\.&1..1.Dc aore than 100 airera.t\1 

J>O\lllded onOOO" 1noWllotiono and ohippiftl 1n .... t.rn Wow B:ritoin. 

54$1• dl!u.ged. two 6 000-ton tra.na • 

&J"NI,~~a 
~b&bl,y 16) 
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110dium and light bombero at 1lked euppl.y and bivouac 

Island, whUe 84 esco d Navy light bolnbero de 

hit gun poaitiono d barge hideouts near 

bombers etruc at Chinatawn ( Buka I.) 

Army and at Groen 

other ffiall craft at nearby All Japaneoe runw~o on 

llo ainvUle Wllre unasrvice ible on 22 December . 

J. Sixteen B-24•o h aloelap harbor area du 

observed resulteJ ac ate and intense ant1a1 art ! ire as well as 

fighte r resiatanc were encountered. Fo (probabl y nine) ene 

were shot for a loss of throe 8 '• · 

l.y that morning two apaneee bombers, att ing Tarawa, 

caused ome dalllageJ llaldn wa ineffectively att~ on 19 December and 

aga on 20 December by small numbers ot enemy bombers, 

• - -3-........ 
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area on the night o! 19- 20 n.caNr and operated o'l'er •Otltlteaotern 

&nsJ,&nd dw-izli t.h.t n.xt. two night. . 

Dur-!J\s t.ht nigh~ or 20- 21 Deeaber S28 PH bo:!ber-IJ dTopped 

venel &tid ~ed another orr c.:Lale. RlF air'Cr~ eontinued U!oir 

2 . OS B-26•• dr-opped 122 tons of high exploahell en epeotal 

1ntt..llet1ona in t.he ~ de CA.lait &rO& and tlle er.bl1 -.lr !1Hel at 

S.rclc n.r Ker on 21 Otc.tabtr. S\:lppo"i.r:li P-b7 1a thot dawn fololl' (p:robabl,y 

rive} er.no" !1£hWrs t.ttecpt.i.Jlg to at.t.l.cJc the B-26' tJ &ll our pllltlta 

( r.t.urn.ed. 

Strong tona&tion.!l of eacon..di 6tb 11r Foree heavy bclabert 

a tW.cktd t.ugeb 1n no.rth• ut.nl ~ on 22 Dlce:ber 1n the t&oe or 

~t.end.n~ a:nltiQ' f'iahWr r .. t..t.anee. Thirty-eight Ontlll7 pl&nes wer. 

dut-~4 tor a h tt of 21 of our bc.ber~~ ar.d tour 1'1ght.ol"e. 

J . Ibr1n,g tbt -..: .ndJ.n& 19 Deoe.btlr the 6th .lit' Porce dutf'07t'd 

28 (probabl7 h)) .,...,. a.ii'IC.ratt tor a lott or lS heavy bcabert1 one ._26 
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and five fighters. Our large miaeiona during the period were those 

against Kiel, Bremen and Homburg on the lJth and 16th, 

4. Photographs of Kiel show that in our 13 December attack, which 

wao lll&de through solid cloud cover, the aim.ing point was squarely hit 

with a heavy concentration, the bombing being equal in accuracy to 

attacks made in the peat on similar targets which were visible, 

!), The enemy ia pressing hio attacks around llalin and Kirovograd 

but has been unable to push the Soviets back toward the Dnepr River. 

l . In weather whioh grounded the Strategic Ai r Foree during the 

night of 20-21 December and the !Ouowing day our light aircraft new 

offensive missions against enemy cOII'IIlunicationa and po81tiona in the 

bottle area; Terracina and a probable muniti ons factory north of Segni 

receiving heavy concentrations with evident effect. 

On 21 December enemy planes at tacked a slow Allied convoy 120 

miles southeast of llalta on ita return voyage, scoring a near mise on 

one freighter which later sank. There were no caaualtiea, 

2. On the Fifth Army front a minor Oenr<&n counterattack in t he 

Rocca area on 22 Decem~r resulted in oo~~:e caaualtiee o.n beth aidee; 

our petrels reached Viticuao. The Eighth .lnQ' wu fighting in the out­

akirta of 4rielli and Ortona, 

- 2-
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J, During the week endJ.na 9 Dece:ber, 62,022 tone of ouppliu, 

) , 808 ~etliolea, and 19, 492 peraone were diectlargecl at Italian weet cout 

porta . Correapond1z1e figure a for east coast porta .,.. ... 44,741 tons of 

supplies, ),126 vehiolea, and 37,281 persona. 

4. The 1/.editerranean .Ur OOI!IIl&nd and the Northwest African Air 

Force han been cO&bined into a el..ngle heaclquartera daeignated aa the 

Mediterranean Allied Air Fore .. , with Air llarshal Tedder aa 0011111\ander 

ancl Lieutenant General Carl Speah aa Deputy. General Spaah has 

relinquished c.-and of the OS 12th Air Force to Bri&adier General John 

K. Cannon. In general the existing organization of tactical, strategic 

and coutal air forcee re:aina unc:!anied. 

ASIATIC THElTER 

1. Sixteen lOth Air Force B-25' a a cored obae,.....d effect on enftO' 

supply instaliations at llon:ywa on 20 December. Fort;r-!our P-40•s 

attacked an enei:tY camp at Jtuaing and an one..,. troop concentration at 

Taihpaga . The next ~. 44 P-40•e and two .t.-36'• acain hearll7 attacked 

Taihpaga. Sichteen B-25'• escorted by 16 P-38'• bombed the NYitnge 

bridge reporting bltrate at one end. 

Britieh heayY bombera attacked the railroad atatione at Pr<ae 

and 1/.oli)'W while lJ.chter aircraft hU other rlllqea in central Bunoa 

on 20 Decaabar. ..llingt.OM caueed .-..,e at Sqaing on the tollowine 

~. 
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2. Twonty•nino unoocortod B·24 1o of tho 14th Air Foree bomb<ld 

tho railroad yarda at Cniongmai, in 'l'hailand, on 21 Dooomb<lr. Waro­

ho~ooe', tr&Ck0$0 and rolling otook nro hit and OOVeral lal"flO fireo 

otartod. B-2$1 o oocorted by P- 40 1 a started largo tiroo a t Hlrajaung 1n 

tho Tungting Lake region. 

PACIFIC 4ND SOUT!IliEST PACIFIC 'IHE4TERS 

1. llliod !orcaa, advancing along tho Huon Paninoula, occupied 

Hubika on 21 Docombor. At 4rawe thoro wao littlo change in the ground 

o1tuet1on but conoiderabla air activity) there were t wo raide before 

dawn, 15' or 20 dive-bombers with oov,r attacked our ahipping at noon, 

two vessels being hit but not sinking, and about 100 ener.or planes were 

over t he area during aidafternoon. Sixtoon (probably 1 9) onoO\j' plan eo 

wore destf'O';od by our fighters. 

Fifty-four B-24 •o and 5'9 other bombero attacked dumpo, 

bi vouac.s, and other enemy targets at and near Cape Olov.ceater. Twenty--

{ : four B-25'' a demoliohod an"">r gun poaitiona and bulldingo at tho lladang 

airti oldJ one B-25' waa ohot down by antiaircraft tiro . Our light air-

cratt at tacked Capa Hoakina air.!'iol d, targoto olong tho northnat coaat 

ot Hn Britain and tho northaaot ooaot ot Now Ouinoa and hit aaoll one)' 

ohipping throughout tho area. Elovon B-241a otarted largo !iroa at tho 

onoey airfield at Amaha1 in Cor•. That night two patrol B-24•• oank a 

6,000•ton trwightar northaaot ot Rab&ul. 

2. Daopita bad wathor, oix B-25'1• bomb<ld anomy inatallationa 1n 

-4-
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oou~hweatem Bouc:ainYille on 21 Doeuber and a search plane aachine­

eunnod barges not o! Hew Ireland. 'nle next ~ ooareh planes attacked 

om&ll craft in St. George Channel. 
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'l'ho 7 ,000-ton L1bert7 ohip Jaaea W1t.h7ccabo with a $ll.,ooo,ooo 

carao tor t ho Southnat Poo1tio .... ct aground on o root two mUeo oaot 

ot Crio\Obol en 20 Doce:ber. the ebip wao oo daa&od that it wao 

roportod ao good tor oalvage onl7. 

1 . US air unite in t ho UK destroyed 107 (probably 129) one~ 

placu durin& tho nok oncl1n& 12 Dec•O.r tor a lou trom all cauoeo 

of 17 1\oavy boabero acd throo f1chtero. 'l'he IW' dootrQTOd nine (probeblT 

ton) anoll1:f aircntt losing tlovon of thoir planee. 'Ole major operation 

of thU .... k ... ac AJ.P aiooion aaa1not n.dan; thoro n re no lara• IW' 

attacka during the period. 

2. Fierce t18)lting continued on 21 Doco::>ber eouth of llevol, wboro 

the SoYiot ottaek ude aliabt progre11, acd Ol'OWld VitobokJ noar Zlllcbin 

( '"OilY counterattacko have neutraliaed Soviot prooeuro. 'Oio anOIIY 

ronowd h1o oftono1Yo north and oouth ot llalin but ll&de no prcsro10. 

He alao countorottackad oouthaaat. of lirovogred where SoYiet prouure 
I 

baa been inorouin& durin& tho l oot ton dqa. Southeaat of N1kopol 

tho SoYiota cootl.nuod their otforto to overrun tho 0'*'7 bridcol\&&d 

acrou tho Dnopr. 

-1-
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escorted by 66 P-J8•o on 20 December, the target being well covered) 

19 (probably 22) en~ aircraft were destroyed !or a loeo of three 

B-17'• and oix P-36'•· Thirty-seven escorted B-24 1o attacked So!ie 

rallroad yarde alao obtaining excellent effect and deetroying nine 

(probably 12) of . 2S one~ aircraft encount ered) one B-24 and two P-36 1e 

were lost. Light aircr&!t attacked motor transport in the Chieti area 

and started, !ires in a fuel dump at ·Bolognano. 548 eortiee wera !lcnm 

in support of our ground troops. Five planes wal'IO loet in these opera-

tiona . 

2. Hard fighting but no significant changes wera reported for 21 

December on tho Firth An117 front. The Eighth Army made further emall 

gaino against etrong opposition. 

J , British bombers mined Salamis Harbor during the night of 19-20 

December, attacked the dockyard araa on Leros Island, and successfully 

dro~ped supplies in Albania, Greece and Yugoslavia. 

ASIATIC THE4TER 

Twelve B-26•e of the 14th Air Force with 22 P..40•s ae escort attacked 

Nanheien and Aneieng on 19 December reporting excellent reaulta . '!'ho 

following d-.r ll escorted B-26' a c:auaod oboerved damage in the railroad 

yarde at Yochow. All our planes returned, 
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PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS 

1 . Catalinas at tacked an enemy convoy off the west coast of New 

Ireland during the night of 19 DeeerrDer, probably des t roying one 6,000-

ton vessel and <lamas ing a second as well as an 8 ,000-ton ship . Of 

fifteen enemy aircraft over Kiriwina and Goodenough Islands that night , 

on.e waa shot down. 

The next da.y, 18 Australian aircraft damaged Vunakanau air-

(J drome, machine-gunned buildings west of Cape Orford, and destroyed small 

enemy shipping in Wide Bay. 5th Air Foroe planes attacked enemy t argets 

near Arawe, Cape Gloucester and Borgen Bay and along t he New Guinea 

coast, ae well as the enemy's Alex.i shafen airfield inst allations. 

On liuon Peninsula, Allied troops advancing along the coast 

reached t he high ground sou'thwest of Fortification Point. 

2, Durin8 t he night of 19-20 December Torokina-ba.sed- night fighters 

bombed Japanese positions sout h of our beachhead.· The next da.y Army and 

Navy banbera and fighters in over 140 S'lrtiee continued t heir attacks 

on ground targets and barges throughout t he Bougainv1ll e area. 

· J , During the night of 18-19 December a Catalina set fire to a 

large freighter at the Kwajalein Atoll . On 19 lleceJtber , 12 lo!akin-bassd 

f ighter planes, .•s well ae 14 B-24•s from Nan01r.ea, attacked ll111. 

Eleven Ca,nton- baeed B-24 ' s dropped 15 tons of bombs on a radio station 

and t ank farm near Taroa late in the afte.rnoon . IIlli was again attacked 

on 20 December, t hia time by 19 B-24 ' e with Sl;O 100-pound general purpoee 

-3-.--. 
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bombs . Nino (probably 17) enemy planes wore destroJI'ed in t hese opera­

tion!! for a lo·ss of three of ours. 

4. According to latest repor~, 14 enlisted men are dead as a 

result of the oinld.ng of t ho Cape San Juan southeaet of t he F1j1a 

on 11 Novl!lllbsr; two officers and 100 enlisted men are ~:~1as1ng; 62 

officers and ll$8 enlisted men were rescued, 

. . 

-4-._ 
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WESTERN HDIISI'IIERB 

.. 1 . .. 

DEOLA88IriD 
O&D Lo\\or, 6-1-71 

The War Department iseued directives for the movement o! the 

.31st Intantry Division (Major General J. C. Persona) !rom Camp 

Pickett, Virginia to the Hampton Roads Port of &ubarkation !or ship-

ment overeeu. 

l. During the night of 19-20 December, eeven enell\Y bombers 

penetrated to the London area dropping a !ew bombs which caused 

minor damage. 

2. Bremen wu the target for a large escorted heavy bomber 

mission of the 6th Air Foree on 20 Decl!lllber. Preliminary report s 

indicate that numero\la fires were · started in t he t arget area and 

t hat 40 eneJ!IY fighters were shot down by O\lr aircraft; 2$ or O\lr 

bCI!Ibers and five of O\lr fighters !ailed to return . 

9th Air Force medium bombers attacked military objeativea 

in northern France withO\lt loss • 

.), Heaviest fighting on the eutern front ie aro\lnd Nevel1 the 

main 8o?iet effort 1e now ai~ between Ne"Yel and Vitebok where a 

alight advanae wu ll&do d:u.ring 20 December . North or llalin the oneoo;r 

oO\lnterattaeked and cheeked a 8o"Yiet ettort to eject the Oenoano 

!rom their nnl-7 gained poo1tione . 

-1-
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DIOL411I7ID 
1110 Leu..,, 6-1-'PI 

l. On 19 Dec001ber 101 ll-17 1 a, eecortocl b)' 76 P-361 a, clroppecl 

261 t.ono of boaba on the lllnebruck raUroacl rarcle cauaing obaarYed 

daageJ 24 {probabl)' 38) ene~Q" planes wre clutrored for a lou or 

eevan <?f our bombers. The llauerochmitt plant at Augeburg wae the 

target for !)0 eocorted B-24 1 1 which bombed through a heavy overcast 

that p~nted observation. '!'hie aiea ion deotrored 13 {probablr 21) 

ot aoo:e 60 en•JIIY planes enoounteredJ f our or the B-24 1 e !alled to return. 

lled111111 b001ber a i u iona t otaling 156 aircraft hit en8JIIY oommunicationo 

at Perugia, Areuo, Terni, Aquino, and Pol~o, reporting good reaulte. 

Li&ht and fialltar b011bera wppl-nted theae efforts with weeeestlll 

attecko againot roads , euppl)' areu, and detenclad poeiti one near the 

battle areaJ Civitancehia and Arce were eepeoiall)' hare! hit. Fi ghter 

a ircraft on anoed reconnaiaeance over the Adriatic . dauged a -.easel 

s outhwest of Split. Six {probabl)' oenn) 1111110' fi&htero ware deot l'O)'Id 

1n these operations tor a looo of three Allied lighters. 

2. On the P'i!th J.r.r front patrole puahed t wo illee up the 

Oarigliano Valli)' to Vandra on 20 Decuber and reached San Vittore 

along the higltwa)' to Cueino. The US V1 Corpa captured llonti Caval1o 

and aade fUrther gaina in the billa to the north . A atrong counter-

attack dialodle<l the lloroooane troa their recentl)' - poeitione in 

t he ent:NIIOI to the San lliohele Pan. 'the liJbth U., oontinu.d to 

illprova ita poaitiona near the Adriatic deepite dirt oppoaition. 



s .(l r 

OF 

BeNGAL 

. ) 
. 
' 

•& i ~ 
MtLU 

...... IJ ItO .... , tf'QlJ 
" ..... . , t t 4J 

f 

lg<l 

IIIIKMCM M0 AML1'WJ ·""" Olt 
LmGMW'lCO • ,.... M,.OOUCTIO._ M .r.IICM 011 



'' - -"" . 
\,' . . 

r '~. .f../ ..... 

t8 0 f eo 110 

.. ANUS\ '"' 

Bl S MU I CK 

CDII A t. $C A 

... 

ARCHlPEL AGO 

• 

DYAYL I 

t~AMliUANO 
.J IS. 

• .. 

-~·· 

--
...... .., .... 



DIOLA88IJ'ID 
OtD Le tter, 5-8-71 

3 . Three all....,at.her air!ielda now are being operated in Corsica 

by our troop&J by next II~ we expect to operate a total of eleven 

air!ielda on that island. 

ASIATIC TIIEA.TER 

Bombers and fighters of the lOth Air Force attacked Mogaung and 

lolyitkyina on 17 December, starting fires in the target areas. The 

next ~56 P-40•s attacked ene~ troops and supplies northwest of 

C - llogaung with observed .erteot. On 19 December escorted B-25' s made 

a destructive attack on the railroad yarde at Kanbalu. Bangkok, 

where reconnaissance has revealed large-scale enemy supply and main-

tenanoe activities, was heavily bombed by 20 US and ten Bri tish B-24•a 

that night . 

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS 

1. Allied patrols reached the I tni River and the Arawe airfield 

on 19 Dec..,ber wi t.hout encountering Japanese troops. On Huon Peninsula 

our !ore eo, after mopping up small ana~ groupo, crossed t he l!aoa""ng 

River . 

A total o! 100 B-24•a, 46 B-25's and nine B-26•o dropped 

414 tone ot bolllba on gun poai tions, dumpe, villages and the runw~ 

at Cape Gloucester. Fi .tty-tour. Auotralian bombere and fighters damaged 

the ~. chimp area and gun pooitiono at Oumata, , lledium bombero 

otarted tir .. on the enemy airdrome at lladang while other bombere and 

tighter& attacked oupply chzpe, barge• and c011111un1catione near Cape 
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0t:D l.e\h.t, 0·1·11 

t. ~ tbt nJ.cb~ of U-1' Decftber \4Ift \oO ~ J&pclll4ile 

airon.tt boll'-d ou.r TorokiM &l"et cauitls a te• canal.Utt. 

11""*1 Mct ·~ &.-.._ ftOl"t.t.ut. of I.-hilt ..,.. baUed 

CICI 19 Dto..,_r b7 2Jl •dim! ~,... Sirt.,........n Jla~ -.,.,.. ct.a"U"'J9d 

c~lontcm.e at~d 1\lppltes ad c~u.a&•d gun podtlon• at. lltt.• . rtaht.tl" 

e.1rcrah bcabed. .,....,. po• 1t.1ccu ill th4 ~ .. 4QP-na h;r .,..., CDt 

~ ou.r I"'ICOM&iaAt~U &1ruat\. ..ac a u-oop t.ru.port Clllt. or M ticJtt.­

ahtp oonvor a01,1t.h .. ,, ot DraW. h l and, 

as pat..roll .. ,.. aet.i .,. 1n t.b1 dcil'll\1 ot C:.pt Kol\ke. 

J , •akin~ ti.&t'wn and 11-lbt. bca'o.ra c.plet.·R U>Air fu.t 

at.t.a.ck •h• 1on on lti O.c•btr. h1UJ.nc lUll, dtalil"')'1na tlx ~ 

pl.Anea filii \he CJ"'OUDd. !bu. • u M air oppol 1\1on. CIIM OS pt.,. wu 
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The War Department haa notified tho eenior commander• 

of ~ forceo overoou ot the policy !onnulated by The Pr .. i dont 

governing the iaouance of newo releaaoo. Undor tbie policy no 

information havinl a eacurity value in connection with the war 

will be iosued in advance, tor releeee to the public at aca:a 

tuturo hour; all ouch Wonu.tion will be given out instead 

at the earliest ~nt conaiotant with national aecurity, tor 

"-diate publication and broadeut. 

EUROPEAN THEA TEll 

1 . R.lF Beautigbtero carrying torpedoee severely clamaged 

a 6,000-ton merchant veeael at Lorient on 18 December with a 

torpedo hit wbich atruck it aaidohipe and alao with cannon 

tire. RAP Spitfire• attacked llilitary objectivea near Abbeville 

and patrolled the Britt&nT area. OM ._airplane operated 

over the London area and to the 80Utbeaat. 

2. • Weat o! J(iov !J.&htinc baa practically ceaaed but in 

the Urovograd area the loTioto were aggreaeive , aapecially 

aoutheo.et of the a1ty, dur1nc 19 Deo•ber. The mall en-.y 

-1-
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DroLAssrrm 

OSD Lotter , 5-3-72 

bridgehead east of the Ilnepr near Kher s on baa been eliminated. An 

important Soviet advance was made south of Nevel llhere the high gr ound 

between Nevel and V~tebsk waa retaken . 

UEDITERRANEAN 

1. Bad nather reatricted air activity on 18 December. One force 

of J8 B-26• s att acked the railroad viaduc t at Antheor, making no hits, 

but J6 others hit a bridge over the Var River . OUr fighter planes carrie d 

out ground support m.iasi ona in the Oraogna and Caasino areas end bombed 

a supply dump on the beach at Terracina. Eleven Ital.ian fighter-bombers 

attacked the airfield at Podgorica and our fighters harassed shipping 

in the eastern Adriatic. 

2. During 19 December active patrolling continued on the f r ont of 

the Fifth Artily. OUr II Corps captured San Pietro and pushed patrols to 

'11'1 thin s ix miles of Cassino . Our VI Corps drove further into t he hill 

mua northnst of Vena!ro; the entrance to the San llichele paes is now 

firmly in poaseaeion of French unite. '!he Eight h Army made fUrther local 

gaina aga.inst strong reaistance, infiict ing heavy casualties on the enemy. 

3. Casualty figure• to 16 December are as foil on t 

Fifth~ Killed Wounded lliea!!!l Totals 

us 2,225 9.683 3,012 1.4, 920 
Britieh 1,650 . 6,964 2,841 11,455 
Freno!> 38 122 7 167 

Eighth Ar!l 1,825 6, 8110 1,773 10,438 - --
$,738 23,609 7,633 36,980 
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DICt.A81IFID 
01.0 Leuer, 6-6-11 

Pruonere of war captw-ed b)' ccaponenta of tlle ruth !my ftre 

reported u follow•• 

us 2,702 
Britieh 1,675" 
hench 6 
Italian 4 ....,...-..,.-

4,367 

'!he E4btll !1111,)' hu uptw-ed 21 292 priaonere of war. 

ASIATIC 'l'HEATBR 

1. RAF lJ.iht bomber• attacked Teinl<aya on 17 December and hit 

Kal~ the follcnri.n& day. 

2 . l4tll .ur Foree B-2S•s, on anti-ohipping neepa in t he South 

China Sea on 16 December, damaged ~ne 350-foot freighter, one 250-foot 

tanker, and one 22$-!cot three.,aated achooner . Five eecorted B-2$•a 

aucceeatully bombed Nanhaien in the 1\mating Lake area. 'l'wenty-aeven 

11-24' • ecored aaey hita on tlle """"l'Yll and dieperaal area at Namsang, 

cleatrcying one onem;y plane on the ground) escorting fightere destroyed 

three other eno~ fighter aircraft at a nearby airfiel d. About $6 . . 
Japanese planes attacked Kunaing airdranel five (probably 14) of th8111 

were destroyed witllout lou but five of our own airereft on tlle grouncl 

were claeaged. P.. 38' o dettJ'07ed ....U craft on the Yanctae but lost 

three of their n11111ber . 

PACIFIC lND SOtl'I'HIIB8T PlCIJ'IC TH!ATERS 

1. On 18 Doceaber, lllied cround fcreee continued to 100p up Cape 
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DIOLASBIPm 
OlD Letter , 6-8- ?1 

MerkuaJ our patrols occupied Urnlingolu, three miles to the northeast. 

On liuon Peninsula Allied troops mopped up south of the Sang& River and 

reached t ho Maeawang River. 

During the night of 17- 18 December, a number of enemy air 

raids were reperted over the Arawe beachhead. The following <183' 16 

P.. )8' a engaged between )0 ~d 40 enemy fighters over Capo Raoul t. Three 

enemy pl anes were s hot downJ we loot two P-)6• e. One hundred and twenty-

nino heavy and medium bombers made heavy attacks against oneii!Y instal-

latione in the Borgo.n ~y area and tho Cape Gloucester and Capo Hoskins 

airdr0111ee, .l B- 24 aanl< a 2 ,000-ton tanker near tho Vitu Iol ande . Light 

bOIIIbora attacked bivouac and dump araae in the vicinity of ll'aringai. 

O!!enaive patrols were maintained over astern Now Guinea and islands to 
-

the west. 

2. .ln Alli ed medium bomber ueed our new air str i p on Sti rling 

Island for tho firet time on 17 December . S1x enemy fighters were 

destroyed and two Allied P-40' e loot in aerial engagements over Rabaul 

that <183' betW8on 8) South Pacific fighters and )0 to 40 Japanese air-

craft. Our bOIIIbora attacked the airfield at ~ale and other enemy 

targets in the Shortlando and on Choiseul and Buka. .ln lllied search 

plana destroyed an 80-toot barge filled with Japanoee off tho northeast 

coaot ot New Ireland, · '%bat night .lllied night tightera bombed the 

Shortland-Faiai area. Th.reo Jap&Mae planoa baabed the anchorage at 

'rorokina, oauainc alicht. daage and a taw cuualtiea, 

On 18 Dac•ber 16 B-24' a escorted b7 S'O fightara boolbed Rabaul 
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OlD Letter, 6·i·7~ 

and ohipping in the harbor. One freighter or troop ebip exploded, two 

othere were set afireJ four of 40 to SO intercepting en~ f i gntere were 

abot down for a loas of four of our fighters. Other effective Army 

and Navy bo!l)ber and fighter eortiea were fiown against en~ targets on 

Buka, Bougainville, the Shortlande, and Choiaeul. 

Japanese positions in front of the northeast sector of our 

perimeter def ense on Bougainville were overrun and occupied on l8 

December. 

3· On 18 December a 8-24 bombed IIlli without opposition. 
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!1XCL.la&ITID 
O.YI Lett o.t", a .. s ... ta 

U.. ha.ra••tn& of t.ar&• ta llotlg the tr-ench channt1 ccut. by llJcht ~ 

or&tt. 

2 . .1. b ter report- ot Ule DWe:~ r&.id of ll Dec~r 1ntU.c.at.u 

Yl• t. 66 (probf.~ 108) e:wq pl.a.M• ,..,.. de1troyed by our bolt.Xr·• 

irlatead ot 117 (Jlf'Cbabl.7 1J7) .u pnviO'II.J]J reported. Our 1ouu 

wen lS 1n•t.••4 ot 17 h .. vy boobe.rt:. 

c1\Y, th• SoYUu an gr•dullll.Y but 1lc-l.7 1nore .. 1ng their pretf\lre 

&~t.inat e.nMG' dehraea 1n t.h1a .. ctor. 

1 . fact1W .U.. Pore. liebt and f i,pt.e.r - bc.ribera att.ac.ked l ntJI¥ 

cun po,t1\.1ona and dtt.ncJ.4 U'IU M&r' Cau.tno, v.d oc.ored 1UJV hlt.1 

on Nil.road yudt, bt.rra.cka, 6ockl and -.rah01.t.tu a.loq U!• c.out. aouth 

of Roae <brln£ 17 De.e•b.r. .1.11.1ed t~tAr pl.n.a u.chiM-trUJ~M-d t.nd 

th~ ene;;r p}AMt in ooa'boat. elenhere oor.r rta.ccaUYia. Two or O'll.l' 

pl.&J:I•• ,..,.. l ott· d.a.r1nc t.h•M • .t .. ton. . 

2. .&ct.1w. pe.trollitiC Mel aOM ....U caJ.na: w n nportAd alone 

port1an• ot the rtnh Ar.:f tront duritiC t.M 2b hou.n •ncunc 1200, 18 

-1-
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Dl!!OLASStriiD 
OSD Lettor , ~-3-72 

Dec•ber. The eneacy- broke contac t eaet or San Pietro, on which US troopa 

are closing in . Heavy fighting continued in the coastal and central. 

eectore o! t he Eighth Axrrry l ine . 

J. lliddle l!as t airoraf t successfully dropped supplies in Alban is 

and Greece during the night of 16- 17 December; mining operat ions were 

carried out againet Khal.kis Harbor by two Sri tiah bomber s . 

ASIATIC THEATER 

L On 15 December, lOt h llr Force planes started f ires and probably 

expl oded an 8JIIJ!IUJlition dump in att&cke on towns south of llogaung. 

The next day l Oth Air Force planee bombed targets in t he 

Hukawng Val.hy in support of ground troope. Nineteen escorted B-24'• 

probably destroyed the cement pl ant at Thayet.eyo and other planee 

attacked Myitkyin-. starting fires in the town and hi t ting ll buUdinge 

in the Japaoeee headquarters area. 

2. B-25 • a of the 14th Air Force on shipping neepe over the South 

China Sea on 16 llee81!lber sank a 175- toot freighter, heavily damaged 

another, and ehot down one enemy baober. Other B-25 a1ee1one baD bed 

the do<lke at Canton and heaTily att&okad Ouohl.ltow where many bite 1n 

the city area ot&rtad large fire I . 

The next day P-40'• d1ft-baobed and .aohina~ed enemy 

t&rget a at JCunlonc, the roUroad at&tion at Lao ICq, and boat a on the 

Red Riftr. 
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PACIFIC AND SOUTI!IEST PACIFIC 'n!EATEIIS 

l. Our groWld !orcea at Aran extended t heir perimeter de!eneoe 

on 17 Dec..,ber, •eating weak but stubborn ru1etance . US f ighter 

patrols, effectively beating of! 13 attaoke over our beachhead, abot 

down 17 (probabl:r 18) enOley planee during the afternoon and night o! 

16 December and the following morn.ing. On the Huon Penineula the 

Allied !orcas have croeeed the mouth of the Sanga River) inland troope 

have capt~d an onemf-held town two miles northeast of Wareo. 

' 

During tho night o! 16 December, Allied planes sank a 
-.,tf<o}J -1 '{ 4 

subllarine ) { 

north of Long I eland and damaged another west o! Buka. llieaiono on 17 

December included tbe continuation o! the attacks by our heavy bollbere 

on Cape Glouceeter, the bollbing and machine-gunning o! Sio and other 

attacks by our 1'ightere on enomf barges near Reiae Point and 1n Kolanoa 

Harbor. Auetralian P- 40 '• b011bed bargoe 1n the T1m1ka area o~ western 

New Guinea and a Dutch B-25 on reconnaiaeance damaged an enOley lighter 

1n the iolande to the eouthweat. 

2. During the morning of 15 Dec•ber, 21 B-24•• traa Nano..ea 

dropped 2$ tone o! bOIIbe on the 1torego area and barracks at Taroa. 

be (probabl,y 10) o! )0 interceptin& !igbtere ... re deetro;redJ one o! 

our plaMI wu ahot down near the ill.and. Tho en_,. de!endero made uee 

ot urial balbe . Ten B-24• 1 traa Canton dropped 17 tone ot bolllbo on 

i'otje at 111111aet. Rita ... re ecored in the bull din& &re&J there wu no 

interception by ene.;y tighten. 
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To meet the exiating subma.rin<l 11onaoo within the l'an&':l& Sea l'rontior, 

tho lOth ltodium Bomba.rdl!:ent Squadron now stationed at Waller field, 

Trinidad, is being transferred to Franco Field, Panama. 

IM!OPEA/1 THE.I.T&R 

1 . Five hundred and tnnty VS heavy b0111bera, eacorted b)' 231& 

fichtors , attacked a ....,.,n throu~h a eolid onrcut, on 16 December, 

droJII'inF 1 ,500 tons ot bod>s. Ene."ft)' tirht.er reaction was 1nit1ally 

etronc but fell off, probably becauea ot weather condi~ions . Eicbtoen 

(probably 29) eneey fl&hters were daetroyed for tho loss of tqlve 

bomber a and two fl&htars . 

2. Three hundred and ninety RAF bombere dropped l.S69 tons of 

bombs (of which 366 were 1&,000-pounders} on Berlin during the night of 

16-17 December . Four interceptins enenzy aircraft were destroyed) SS 

boMber s II&JI' have been loot . Weather was unusually unfavorable) 21 of 

theee bcabers crashed in tha UJ( , Other RAJ' bcabera hit ailitary objact­

i vu in tho Abbeville area end carried out ainins operations alone t.lia 

nat coast of France and the Frhiano, u n ll as diversionary raids 

asainet llmborn and lluisburc. 

) , On 17 Dec.,.ber tho Soviets increued their presoure in the 

Navel are& threatonins tho German positiono extending toward Leningrad . 

-1---
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1. On 16 Dec• her .)6 .. ccrtad B-24' s attacked the Doll\& r&Uroad 

bridge and tunnola w1 th !air raaul ta whUo 70 oacortod B-17 'a reported 

good coverage or the Padua railroad y&rda and claimed the deatruotion 

o! five of the 27 •1101111 aircraft encountered, ~ght and fighter bclllbera 

attacked Cirlta ... cohia and wpportad our ground troops • 

.Uons the Delaat ian coaat B-25' a ocorod bite on three ahipa 

at. Zal't and &lao 'boabed Siben1lc while our lighter aircraft aanlc e ..U 

Mrohant •eaeel, and aat !ira to another, dostro;yi.ns six (probebl7 aa ... n) 

o! the 15 anaJ117 planoa encountered in the erea. 

2 . Durins 17 December the Fifth .t.noy continued to impron ita 

poaitiona despite aggraaaiva an~ opposition. Tho Monti Lunso feature 

at the entrance to tha Caeaino-Froa inone corridor hae been occupied. 

A atroos counterattack from San Pietro 11&1 repulsed with hea'f)' loaaea 

to the ene:r.rJ our troopa continued their ad'fance north o! Monti a.-uoro. 

( Moroccan troops sainad cround on Monti Pantano. The Eighth J.rtq ll&in­

t.ained ita bridgehead bqond the More doapite repeated attacka by 0M1Q' 

....,red el•anteJ 1.) ~tanka w re doot.ro,.ed and t.1lo captured, 

ASIATIC 'l'HBlTEII 

l. lOth Air r oroe planaa 'boabed bridgea in the lfukalm& VallOT on 

l4 Deoaber, bit the ~ at ll;ritlr;Tina IUid atartod !irea at lln'l.u. 

'!'he next. clq 20 Moortecl W4•a hit the waterlrant erea IUid oil pu.pa 
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at Chaul<, whllo nino B-2!)•e b0111bed the retineey at Ienangyaung. Britieb 

diYo baabere oot tire tq a .w-r and dau&ed rolling etoclt at Jtaladan 

on l!) December and aoored 1\Uo in tho JJ<yab airfield the follorlns ~, 

2. 14th -'ir Force !1Sbter planee on 16 Decoaber again bit tha 

airdraoe at Ioobow deotroy!ng two eneov airplaneo, and uohine-gunnod 

allippl.ns on the Ianstae north of llanhean. -'ll planes returned. 

PACIFIC .liiD SOUT~T PACIFIC THIW'BRS 

l. -'Uied cround !orceo conoolidatod their positiono 1n the Area 

aroa and cleaned up oneJey" reomanta aoutlnNot o! Lakona during 16 December. 

In operationo o'f8r Nn Britain B-24•e dropped U) tone of bOIIIbs on Cape 

Glouce~ter on 1!) Dec•bor. On 16 December the att.ack wu repeated with 

U8 tone; 1n repolll.ns air attaoko on our ground toroos and 1n neepe 

allltwhero along the lin Britain coeatline our aircr&!t deatroyed U 

(probably ,13) en~ planoa. A B-24 eank a lll&li tanker o!t the Hemit 

I al ande. Bargeo and ~ 1notallat1ona along tha northeaet !In Guinea 

coaot nro bombed and lll&obine-gunnod, oxoollent rooults being reported 

at ltolanoa. 

To the not U B-24•• aaain baabed tho ell rofinoey at Balik 

Pap111 and 1111ar'no at II&Guoar on lS Docoabor. tho next dq, Allad 

planeo daotroyed a loaded 4,()()()--ton tranaport and a barge orr Tiloor, 

obooting clown a twin....,.ined 0'-7 ficbtor, and o\arted firoo at the 

Pan!ooi ~. 
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Poporanc IalAnd. '!he nex~ ~ 110re ~han 100 Na'l)' bo:::bers and t~h~era 

hi~ Sohana Islands and Bonia. B-2b • a &lao bo-bed Poporang Island, 

Sohana Ioland , ~e Bonis d1aperaal area, and eneozy in~allationa north 

ot Bonia . Five escorted B-2$'1 a hi~ a tuel dump in l.!atchin Bey While 

other planes bombed and machine-gunned various enemy 1nst&llnt1ona on 

Bougainville Island. 

J . Our t roopa in ~e Eo!preaa Aucuata Bey area ooads two attacks on 

17 December, one eutwards &lonv ~e coaat durin& which Japanese poai­

tiono were captured tollowinc an intenee art.1lle'7 preparation, the 

aecond to ~" north where Japaneae unite were reported surrounded. Our 

sarriaon in the beachhead now n ..... bera so , 000 ' appr<rd.mately. 

B- 26 • s bombed an island in ~he Shortland Group and eneozy poai · 

tiono near l.!utupina Point . 

Enemy air str ips at !luka, Bonia and Ballale were reported 

unserviceable attar the Navy air &~tack on 17 December . 
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DICLAssrnu 
010 Leuozo, 64-71 

1. Ad ... rM watber Uait«< Alllecl air acti'rit:r 011 lS De...e.r 

to raid.l b:r ~t t.iroratt 011 t.ho a1rt1old at Berek and o11 llillt&Z'7 

objoot.iToo 1.n tile .lb~lla araa, '!bat 11i11>t ••ll lliuiono ot Brittob 

lloequ1tou r&1d.ld Boch\1111 LaYorkuaen and Oo1oCM, 

2, Dur1111 16 Dl-r 11orce but 111COI1C111.111'1 t1&bt1111 cont.imMcl 

we t at lin. Jorthaot ot Y1wbak t.ho 11c!lt111C 111craaaed oonoiderabl:r 

111 1l1t11111t7 tbo"'h 110 p1u renl.t«< tl'ca ao.iAt prUIIIrto 

vmur•··· 
1, 011 15 Decomor OW' baa1'7 bo-..ro conoentrat«< apinot • .,_. 

co-unl.oatione 111 tbe Bro.,...r ,_., oraa, Fi!t;r-tbreo B-24'• wit.h 

t1&bwr oooort attacked tba Bel"""" raUro&d :rard.o, 51 oooortod B-17' 1 

IIIOCIIItuJ.l:r bcabad railroad obope at Innobruok1 and 4S 8-24'1 I IOOrtad 

b:r 40 P-38'• bit t.ho 11aarb:r .t.'rioio 11 ... r 'ri&duotJ 110 111oq 11ahtoro wro 

ODCOU11Wred and all at OW' &1rorett ret........S, ~tor &1rora1't. attacked 

aillta . .,. tarpw 111 tba 'ricil11t:r ot Oroop u a ll ao pn ~itt..,. ...S 

llnlo ot -=S.oatioo 1D t.111 Cuat»-,...1Do• roc1oo . Ql.bar .t.llled 

&ircratt; oarried .... t otr-1 ... 1111110111 a~t a~o, -•tal 
tarpw ...s Mlpp!Jic 1D npela'ria- .t.)Mn!o, a-- plonM wra 

daotr~ on tho crow at ....,, at tba Mootar ai..V.O tbe dioporal 

araaa wro wll oo ... red ...S a larp oU tire .. otart«<, 

-1 -
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OSD Lo\ t or, ~-8-72 

2, rteroe ficlltiJIC coat.iau.d in the c111t.er ot tbe r1tth ~ troct 

oD 16 Deo.ber, ~4 troope &pin &t~olte<l the ena;r in San Pietro 

lihUe •inta!nlna their bold oo the bill •u ot lloati 8Mnoro, To the 

north , J'renoll troope wre ad.Tanoin& o .... r Monti llt.rrone. J'ollcori.D& a 

eucc.ee11>1 at~clc tv Jew ze,.l&D4 troope the 111a;r l&IUICbe<l two •Jor 

cOW>terat~oko 'IIIlich t&ile4. .Uonc the 14r1at1c coaot otbe r counterattacka 

'"" repulle<l aJid our poei tion• illproYe<l. 

ASI.lTIQ T!!E.UI!I 

tnot7-f01lr P-40 11 of tbe l4th Ur Force 41.,.4>oJobecl an4 •cbinl.......,..4 

the Yocbow al.r4roM on 15 Deooaber, c1eetro71Dg three enelQ' bcabere on the 

crollll4. Other &ircratt 1t.ertecl 1enr&l tina a t Lucbi&JliP& <- of 

1171 tqin&), 1anlc a 2()()..foot tuc and prob&bl.J' aanlc a 250--foot 1cboOAer in 

tonckin& auu, and .abine...,...,...4 tarptl in the TWI&tin& Lake re&ioo. 

!ILCIPIO t!fP sotr!H!II!!T n ame aug 

1, l&rl.J' 011 tbe IIOJ'Dinl of lS Deoellber, 3,000 troop., eapparte<l bJ 

nanl &IIi air bollh&I'IIMot, l&D4e4 oo thrM be&chel ,.ar Ar&w, encOW>ter-

ina little oppoeitioo. 11zt7 Japamae were lt1llld for ao 1llie4 lou of 

13 lcilll<l, 25 WOIIDdecl and 29 111••inc· 1u1atinc th1a operation our air 

foroea at~eb<l a1re- and oU..r tarpta at lorpop, Bab&lll, aa-~. 

ud. Capo Cll011ooator. Of •- 30 to 40......,. ~I'll 'lbicb a\~Dice4 ov 

be&obbNd 111111 uippi.JIC a\ lftw, ho wre abot 4o'tiD bJ ov arolUid forcO&J 

no U.p ae nataiMcl bJ ov lb1pp1Dc. 

()U' II'OW foroea OD thl 11&011 Peinllll& oap\arocl Laic-, 
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DIOL.\S&I1IID 
O&D Louu, ~fl 

1Atliot1111 bM"7 CUII&lUII 4lll tbl IDaiQ', 

Alll..ecl aircraft. alao att.acad. a1Upp1q alq tba DOrtbaut 

lin' Glli.Daa ocut, aDd toea, ai~a, aDd abippinc in tba wnarn 

In ow.- aDd U.Or r&ci<>MJ a aall arcllaatan aa claatro,...t aDd 

two .tl'ai&btll'-vanaporta wra ba4lT claapcl, 

2, Dv1n1 the ni&bt ot 14-15 llao.bar, .Ullacl plana• barauacl the 

Bulc&-Bonia racion wbicb na bit the .aaxt da;r b;r 86 baarll;r .. aortae! 

{ 1&"7 ~ra. r..t:r~.aa B-24'• at.artacl m.erou tiraa a t. 8obaJia 

X.lalld. !nat.;r-t.brae Jh2S 11 IICOrtacl b;r 16 tipt.ara bcllbacl Chi.aat.own1 

.,.... Bulc&, cauinc a larp uplollion ancl extcaiYI tiraa. Gtbar plan•• 

tx.bacl .... poaitiona IIOl'thaut ot Torold.na aDd claatr07*1 a briclp aDd 

uobi.aa-IW'.D8'1 the harbor at nat.a, 

c 

Ollr &rolllld. !oro11 in the Jllpraao Aupt.a Ba:r rapon ., ... llllcler 

oc-..1 ot the UV Corpo (*Jcr Genarol ()lear w. OrinDlcl) on lS 

) . r.n oa B-24'• ~ CADt.oa X.lalld nocaaatu.ll;r bollbacl 'lot.J• on 

l3 De-bar aDd ai&llt otbaro ...,..tad tho att.ack on tba lStb. On tba 

14~, 17 s-.241 • troa r-hti clroppacl 12 to111 on 'IIU'O&, aboot.in& clown 

- (proballl7 tift) ot - lS ilaeroeptin& ...-. plt.naa. • nttere4 

DO loe .. l in .... aplftt.i-, 

liz J..-• plaN ralded bna 011 the lli&bt of 13-14 Dl n !Iter 

wUIICNt •Uilq ...... aida we ralded 117 two I~ planN wllidl 

•UMcl. '" oanal.t.iM. 

_, _ 
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lliOLAS8IfJII!) 
Olll Le\\er, 6-1-71 

l, The only major lllied bombi118 

aquadrona o! 

e escorted oquadron of rocket- projecting 

ailit.ary objectives in the Paa de Calaia. Beau-

ltroyed a three-.ngined patrol b0111ber o!f the eouthweetern 

o! Norn.y, ill Allied aircraft returned, 

2 . The ,....,nt11111 o! the eneli\T att~ainat the 

' a Soviet counterattack , Red force a 

tent ion to KiroTograd and exerting preeeure 

city. 

l. L'feather bei118 bed Oftr It~ our &1,r!orces focuee~d -~ 
(J--. 

UFJ • oH : of German aircraft and ebipping in .._ Athena area on 

14 December. Seventy-six B-17'• irtJf~T:i' t b1 n ttl 

Jtal •m•ki eirdro ... while 77 other B-17 1• and B-24•• ill ;;"<i"?;t~ on 

411r nearby Kleuoia and Tato1 a~a and ahipping at P11-aaua1 crewo 

reported good coftrage or ...,. target!{ 815 aM • u ' coil 

*IW Qr*• n1 1 M' d rrts d 'H ' nd 1 #1h* b=lwr •pd fuht.er airer._&tt 

• **'Cice4 br'dse' 'Cd ] 1 M' .c • fantfm ' n ·t· n lwctue 

· m·· 'mbcd tru 11·· "Misn · nd =·•· nt Cfdt '' ; Sid ilUL 

nwn ! ' ''' ' ' w $,be p)»e KM· Thr=' DI * t· d•' • 1p uttcu l!ia 
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Dl!:OLASSIFJED 
OSD Latter, 6-8-72 

(probabl y )9) eneoor p' enee w· r· 1 ?StMrt rdJ :0 lOSt one B-17 and thfee 

Sp1 *fi tCOP 

2 . PnPi AS tho al:t how pelted e11<tbzg at udell oa 1' Becedlbef 1 uhits 

ot our II Boxpa :bupto ted tfiUfr pos ttlcno e10 \hn uevi e£ lldliCi \SillLitUef'O 

.!high CJ anlco the~QJchns to Cqns1pp TM}jct Moroccan Division, 

operating in our VI Corps, pushed fonrard to occupy ....,. entire llonti 

Castelnuovo heights . There was stiff fight ing on the El_~hth Arey .cront 

where w-eather continued to hamper operatior0 Further grmwrt was s a1n·d 

ASUTIC TIIEAT&R 

L liajot Oenexai Boo• go B. S~tataeoe)at i sa "'"'aonaoti ~lo{{kgani­
zation 9! tA& Eaet.ern Air Com.-n.and which Aa llil l oo.wmud with headquarters 

1-u-. ~ Q..ov ..... , .... , , J ' 

at 11"" Delhi/\ Consisting initially of our lOth Air Force (lldtad:tcl 6eeie• al 

Wmm r d C So ei dson) and tme Royal Air Force Bengal Air Co!'llm&nd, the new 

CC>IIIOaDd will include a Tactical Air Force under Air l!arshal Sald'llin and 

a Strategic Air Force undet- Genera.l Davideoj All hew'S' cn1 me1 1nm 

units of both the lOth Air Force and the Eengal Air Command 

the strategic 

beeo:ne 

respono i -

remain under the 

-2-
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D!CLASSIP'lll) 
OSD Lotter, 6-8- 78 

c:::3:-:: Briti sh aircraft a t tas;ked • ntDlil' battor, r · cd ' nptpllati ons -

airdrome on 13 Dccemoer 

machine-gunned t he 

at Gia Lam . 

our planes returned trom t hese mi ssions . 

PACIFIC AJID SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS 

1.- • del:!: bluatd ko s tJ 81tan ur:tsS!Oil& Wmbed t ltd Qtkiihii dispe.rsal 

botnbs and also hgn d)! aSCiiLIG-gunneo the area. )i"mernua ~ttilel:!i.·nge 

were destroyed gun posit ions s ilenced, a.rd utatzy ! has Still't8U. O•m 

-B-?1. 2i i 2)' ' 1 end ni~l B !6 9 iCCibkOU &118 Ati811(9 kif SCI ip at Bauuaba, 

~n v\Rar nft·itAI~ Catalina on scored two half-

ton bomb hits on a heaVY cruise;. r~~~~~~~~~~=b~~~.-~~Lne-

8 pattlbipa t&d bi at;tael:e ,. 

bn1l d'nge • cd • up·p1J· ead GhM" PC •re•• 1 g the yetgh1n Ba,y and 

...... 
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D!CLASSIFIID 
CSD Lotter, &-8- ?2 

ground operation . !lew escort ~seiona, 

posi tions, and bombed Sohana I sland. 

OE!IERAL 

directed all 

territory to take and 

Tho 

if 

Special reports will be 

develop among troops who 

are i n a high priority t or overseas movement. 
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Terrell, Jl:".,) trom Cup Young, Cali.t'ornit. 

, 1n Pf'paration !ol:" ohipeent OTeroeao. 

l. In _. 1\oayY bolober attacks # 13 December, 9lt2 tone ....... 

(i ~dl:"opped on lid, lt70 ton.t on Brntn and 312 tono on Jiubura. lno!y 

tiaht•r oppoeition wu weak, r··'h1 y tnesuua of aa oetsa zsa\l!ll•s rr l' .,.,. 
2. On 13 Decellber a twr-.n,t,.d Oerun heayY booober craohed in 

Inland. That night Britiah ~uitoea raided Dusseldorf and BoM. 

3. Weot ot lj.e• on lli December tha """"~~" reeu-ed his adftnce, 

capturin« ll&do"17'8hl, 19 mileo The Sorleta again 

attacked oouth ot 

13 Deoaber , attookin« •nHir dolt poeitiono near llic11t.nioo and 

e1...m.re alo,. the trent, l:"~heid ,....sa and other tur-to a t ferrec1Da, 

an<i brids•• at Ponteoono. 

- 1-
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~~letter, &-8-72 

Twenty- four B-25• $ sot r to s upply and railroad ins t al-

lations a t Sibanik; another m sion of 24 B-25•• set an oil depot afire 

at Split . 

Fifteen ene~ planes attacked Bari; two were shot down . No 

damage resulted. 

2. By noon « lh December, h Eighth Amy had 

advanced ' • a milo beyond Qe !.!oro River along • !i;~.e mile . ~~t L " 

Co.ft:fUt ~~IJIU~tr · 
against fierce but unsucceasful enemy counterattacks; 8al tiett i 4..a N.JI\\Weel 

? 1 n a nls At &Jiet atsiou . !isawhaJa adong the l lh& OiUy patrol and artillery 

J . During tho week ending 2 

3, 727 vehicles, and 37,276 persons were schargod at Italian west 

coast ports. Corresponding figures fo east coast ports were 82, 835 

tons of supplies, Naples again 

carried tha major share of the traf ic on the west coast; Bari , Brindisi 

and Taranto, in t he order named, wer the major ports on the eaet coast . 

4. lln the night of 12-13 December twelv Allied bombers attacked 

Suds Bay, Crete. The next dsy four B-25• s anti- shipping missions 

damaged a 500- ton vessel and two smaller 

ASIATIC TH!lATER 

l. During the attack airfield on lJ December our 

fighters destroyed 12 (probably 13) e ~ bo:nbers and five fighters 

for a loss ot one P- 40 . Another Ja ••• plane was destroyed by anti-

- 2-
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oao Le\\er, ti-1-'1 

aircraft tire . No daM&• wu auat.&l.ned by tho field. 

Blaowhere on 1.3 December 18 B-24' a of tho b .lir Force 

1n. a n1ght att.&ok bombed Hobo airdrome with oxeell t rooulta and 

raided llliymyo 1 •bile planes or tho RAP hoaTily a 

tiona at Fort llhite and near IC&lomyoJ ten Brit h B-24 1e dropped 29 

tona of bomb a on storage dumps at Toungoo. 

2. Eacorted Mdiua bomber a o! the h .lir l!'orco at~eked l.tungan 

and Lioh"" 1n the '!'uncting Lake region 1.3 l)acemberJ large !ire e . were 

atartod 1n both pl&coa. -40•a att.&cked a large building 

at LichCJIIf. 

In the Japaneae at t.&ck 

on l2 Deoellber 1 our P-40' 1 shot 

inet our advance base at Hongy&Il8 

l2 (probably 21) enemy planes. 

ll'e lost two P-40'•· Thia 1a 1n addition to the two (probably four) 

THElTEIIII 

1. Reports indicate that 100 of 400 OMIIJ' troops attacking our 

outpoata 1n the llaa1 V '-7 were killed. Our eoaatal !orcea north o! 

Finaahha!en o011tinued 1r a dvance on lJ Deeelllber. 21JS6 Japane .. 

hove bean killed a our landing 1n th& area. 

a and 48 B-2S 1a eaoorted by P...38 1a clropped 248 tone 

of bomba on target near Ouat&J widoapread daM&• •• oauaed and two 

ra wre ehot dolm without. loaa. .luat.ralian planea 

,JIIIU!III t.be a1rdrale at. llabul While our 11gbt and t1gbter oo.bera ~ 
~ 13 'l>u_..,. to-r u~ h~, --~,... 
tnotu·;,. .. /J~fti. df'11~~ l-+8 · 'Jr.- /~. 
f4-1111 .. '-."/'1Jft"''r4 )ft•u· bu- Iff J f hi d~ 

__ 3'5l. t:w:. L fM• ~~'.~ 
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OlD Lettar, 6-1-'1 

continued their attaoka on targets in tha northeastern N" Guinea coastal 

araa. .l Catalina aank a 4,000-ton tr.ightar in conYO;r ott the .... t 

coast or 11ft' I:r.l&nd. to tha ... et, us nying boata and Dutoh B-25•• 

attacked !Coepang. and tour .l'clatralian planes raided tarcata in wetern 

llc1r Ouinaa and the ICa1 ulanda. 

2. On l) Decellber a total of 165 .lrrly and Navy planu attacked 

the Bonia airfield, haraeeed anam;y ooncantrationa, and bombed enom;y 

IIUpply araao and gun poeitiona at Tarioua pointe on Bougain'rilla. Buk&, 

Bonia, lara and ltah111 airfielda wre etill uneerrlceablaJ craters at 

Bonia r&Mined untilled. Ballala airfield 1IU part1ally oarrlcaal>l e. 

J, Targets on EmidJ leland in the Jaluit Oroup were attacked by 

a total ot 31 B-24 • s trom bases in the Ellice Islands on 12 December) 

47 tone of bolllba ,.re dropped. the attack 1IU unnenttul, ruulto were 

unoba..-.ad, and all our planea raturnad aatel;r. 

4. IDe• ~ra -dol nuiaanca raida on our airfields on tarawa 

during the nighta of ll and 12 Decallbar causing no claMc•. 
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at any time , tb.at 

notice, 

ssszz 
Dl'!OLASS!l'ID 

OSD V.~tor, b-8 -78 

During 12 Docea>be r, s1.x British Beau!ighters destroyed three 

targets 

·~~u:l:1:0o:""'is missing, 

& lJ Decelllber lolMr 8th llr Force dispatched 725 heavy bombers 

and 48) !ig)lter aircraft againat targets 1n northwest 0&l'IIIBJ1YJ this was 

the largest force o! heavy bombers it has employed. Prolllllinary re­

ports indicate tb.at heavy clouds proYented obaervation or the results] 

In 

2 , In the 11 Dooabar attack on IDoden, - 81l0110' !i.ghtera uaed 

-1-
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D!:CLASBIFm 
OSD Lotter, 6-3-72 

,reepondb? r aeub a:@ sa l soesau 

on lJ December 

head around Kremanchug was e ended to the northwest . 

Red 17 miles southeast o 

elsewhere along the front. 

1 . 8-!' s bbldb&d t h& ra:tl:xoad m1d l au ft.ag gt owui ab 'Pe r• a91na 

~~~~~a-~~~~~~~~Jr.~~~~~~~~~~~~·~·-~~~~ ~._~ o.n 1 2 n,c·cber Fnrl)' .. i 8ht • J6'1 e aud l biift Allied !ighte~p' an·· 

maintained their attacks o:.'~o~o?':ei~ic~~ ;k;~i Z:a...;.an~ 1 ~t-r 
supported our ground forces by attacking gun positions on -Eighth 

Army front. 

2 . [During lJ 
~ 

December .l;lw oneO\'( increased his shelling or ...... 

positions at M!tl entrance to tlte"'Cusino-Frosinone corridor but 

apparently withdrew his toMI'Srd outposts to ~ line of 01te- Pecci& 

River] h:bl poboh - = ""'l eo ::oas Baubds:uo:o, [Tree Eighth Army 

repulsed countsrattacka againot its lloro bridgehead and now threatone 

tho Ortona-oraogna Road at aovoral poin~ 

- 2-
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4. 

Syres Harbor; 

ASIATIC '!'HEATER 

lllCl.ABOIYin 
f BD Letter, &-8· 72 

forces. 

December, d .x Wellingt.ons attacked 

1. On 1.~~;:~t~h~e~ra~il~~b~r~i~~===~a~w~a~s~a;tt;acked by lOtb 
~ ed B-25•a ed the approaches; threo 

•'!!lll'-lf'tll:fiteO.rs were probably destroyed by tho B-24 • s . 

j;ritish air operati~:S ~~~l~d;d poweri'ul bombing and "!chine-
7 

· ~~ 
gun attacks against Natchaung and ~ Fort Whi te a rea l"' J, p,...UeoO.wly 

.beav hpmher' +tel: appwo::\i3 11rpleMti o=wn1*1 on dares 

[ Ou.r Din jan airfield was attacked b:y 19 escorted enel!O' bombers 

on 13 December; onl.:y minor damage was sustaine~ 

2. On 12 December - 8-24•• of ....., 14th Air Force attacked~ 

l!ankow and Wuchang airdrcJTY8~1:@' eihe: B eh e eaesotaj \s ll P ' ,o•­

acored hi ts on 4a+te railway yards at HanoJ ..J!hd daR * mm n1rcreft 

-
-3-
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DI CLASSIPI'III 

OSD Lollor, &-S-72 

PACIFIC AND SOUTIMFST PACIFIC THEATERS 

): Thirty-seven RAAF P-40•s attacked ~Japanese airdrome , 

supplieo and batteries at Oasmata, while other Alliad planes raided 

enO!IIY installations elsewhere in New Britain~ eu-s 11±no P !,8 · a • •d 

a 9 ?It "' :alscd ettsacy :btabc:d:ia\:ie::u on Huon Peninsula] 'Po the aast>J 

three lh? !, tp et• aak• d be RThl Ill. :rilJ esee 1 9 CePIP sgd t~bara. 

~nty-fgur PR&:zo p!bttws sligh tly dan:agec1 r3U1 1U:81 dlil1ipa at 

Qysapj eight P-4o 1 e des+M¥"fl ·~•ee (prnhpbl ;• rol!r) o f thp ra1 d·re 

2. XIV Corps (Major Oeneral W. Griswold) 

poot in the 

region apparently unchallenged. 

and the following day, Fai~?6nolei, 

Island wars their/..<.":" In the northern portion 

saventy-th../:eorted Navy bombers 

eight 7"rted B-25• a bot:tbad the enemy auppliee at Bonis . 

~also recoived destructive attacka . 

-
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EUflOPEAN '!'HEATER 

heavy bombers 

explooivo and 

DICLASSI1UO 
OSD Lotter, 6-S- 72 

to:nn cauaod damage est imated at a hal!"1111ll1on 

Alaska , on 

Emden raid indicates that 

Photos taken one 

indUst~ section 

of th~ the 136 ene~ planes r eported destr oyed, 

~ now listed as "probables ." 

2 . RAF Mosquitoes a;;;tt:itaWi:Cc!Rl!Cd--~~o~m;_~b~l<ast furnaces and rolling 

milJ.a at..Jluiaburg ruring tlie rii&ht or 11-12 ~er 

J . [In the Ki ev ealient the initiative has passed to the Soviets 

who on 12 December pushed the enem;r back a short distanc~ecuth and 

I 0\11)1 rea\ of "e11 n. [In the Kremenchug area the Soviet s eY.gil\1¥ :hwpp?t·e d 

t,hekr '1Jd 4 g•b·ed erultJuae• d ' Clt a•h•••s • • ela: • ade some advancjf aoa'ft 

e•·* rl Khoecgta4. 

llliDITERRANEAN 

1.[ While weather conditione curtailed beavy and o:edium bomber 

operationa, 1$" a£cuiee:u tutill:b:g 2)1 light and tighter bombers • ·an· d 
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alii'PPII 
D!CLASSIFin 

C$0 t.Ltor, ~-a-?8 

~ ...J'" /.)-~ 'l ,.;_,-,t.. c· •o1 ,{Ud~pJ ~ 
~~ hoU h ""• in the F'U'th Army secto~d oA a .. ,... otat ion 

neer Lid.g d.i RGBI; ~•za;ed bhe z a±b cad ab Jlu ee wtel 9o\i a1 eml htl a 

~·+ +y It 'nate i •toboi ;ahielt!le !!OU 6hiet.i ::oz o aga:b; pt otltabl:o '*rs•t.e 

.tor Sp1tftia& Oil 6llih81\l& pit1618 . [r.neff'f( aircraft nre active 1n the 

battle are~ rn1 (p•s'tir~l; '-:: c) tighbet a uat a ties\tcJ od Pot bhe leu at 

•·· 'Hi18: Pight61 a. 

of our II Corps which pushed down the valleys between 

failed to make contact with Further north the 

Deopite 

iQJ:M!t;liCel<s tho Eighth Army improved its !.!oro River bri~e-

3 . L Ceneral Eisenhower assumed responsibility as Allied Canmander 

in Chief for all opera t iona 1n 4iitn rhn1 e l.l:oditerranaan Theater M O'X'} 

- on 10 DeceJtbe~ 

American 

British 1 , 6011 6, §J:Z....C 
..... 

Total.e ~ 15,455 

~U'tb Army haa 

- 2-

!.!:l.eoing 

2, 826 

of 12 December were..a 

Tot~ 
~ 

1),1119 
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DICLABSIFIID 
OSD Lotter , 6- 3-?2 

Cumulative casualties of the Eighth Army ae of 6 December 

of war; it is planned t o use ~ units on o • of comrlllnicat1on 

1n Italy. ~~be equJ.pped f r OID standar~otitllte 
or suitable captured material if available . 

ASIATIC TKEATER 

cerober nina escort ed B-25•• of ths lOth A.ir Force 

my posi t ions ~ airfield 

at Heho, starti:ng'1ires in ths hangar, and bombed dun:p areaa. 

2. -4 Ledo road has been co•pleted to 50.42 miles trom its 

origin; work is procoed1ng alone another 42 mileiJ 

3 , [:hi.nese ground forces reoccupied Changteh on 8 Decembe.J-­

.sa,arsu· e=· ··part· d is '11 -..~ .. twine tCARPII' 'rr1·a;g. 

4. ~ 10 Dece~.ber ten eacorted B-24 • • of 1he 14th Air Force 

1 

succsaafully boobed .....,. rallroad yards at ~~anoj Funoh r • Cht · , 

- 3-....., 





0 

8R ITA IH 

~ SOLOMON IS. . ' 
pf, ~~ :-' 1\ 

1::::) . 
~ ~ ~ 

• 10 

,\.. .... 

ac:ALC 

• - ·- - ... --· .. 
• ,;1 

II 110 110 Ill ,.., , .. 



) 

Dl!!CLASSfPlr:ll 
&D Lotter, ti-3-?S 

hitp bo1ng oli18 P: eel Oil zoll:b:& s'\aeh iliA' MIF8 the I theasaaj m 60!' 

planes returned. [Fignter planes supporting Allied ground ope ratione 

harassed enemy ins tallations on &M Salween !ront. Twenty-five escorted 

enemy bombers a t tacked our Hengyang and Lingling airfielc:!f -

(pryhahl y pix) •ns-e- !)3:W!o&O A&i a d&JbiC)&ei iJ' ettt fithtit•l QMa p ls.8 

was deeb:~ '" ht cotKbat, anolhdi was b&Pflall IPs' ' I i 2S' cs 'eatii; d&eaged 

pn thp p11M:&e 

tJ.Twelve eacortad Japanese bombers attacked our air!iald at 

Suichwan on ll December] 4emege •'s unreoorted , Qur Neht ePt oeught 

._tho ene=~r p' an eo a a they W»t re•ui a:l=iit to ts:he·n bas' itt Nirll!ri&iig itlfiiif 

PACIFIC AHD SOUTI!l!EST PACIFIC Tlll!ATE!lS 

1. [Allied forces pushing up 4Mt New Guinea coast have reached 

~Sowi Rivej 

..tr our nediwn bocbere attacked tllll:Ots in northwestern Now Britain and 

in the BogadJim ValleY.] •=""d,;b., .... -..ad--"el"ooolooli,..., ..... .,,.,.,_.~~~ .. ""''""'B••'"·'"m.;1uo:.a•"dU1..,n~ll 

Pebab a Qra, at uighl» P Jsg·, 11'\QIIbfs% JS e:ze::o fighte:u Uidl tsho lbzzu 

Valli) sw leoti. & a 21 6o0-t~~ile round trip three B-2U 1a sat f ire to 

-4-
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DE:CLASSIJm 

OSD Lo~~or, 6·1-78 

-Ita 1efinery at Belik Papan while five others damaged ...._ waterfront. 

at llacassar 1 
2. 

Tairogei. 

82 eocorted Navy dive an~ do bombers scored 

area, buildings 4es in the Torokina area. 

are now unserviceable . 

J. 

10~em5er; a fighter squadron was expected to arrive 

-5-
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DBC LASSIJ'II! 
OSD Le tter, 6-8-78 

1.[B&d weather prevented largo scale air operatioM over lurope 

on 10 Dao.,.bej re rioting missions during tile ks 

by British Mosquitoes 

works at 

Leverlruaen and .U1 planes returned 

aafoly. 

land aai causing so• 

but no d..,.ge or caeual tie a were that 

destroyed tor the loa• 

Daoellber large fonstions of US B-171 o ond B-24•s oacorted 

by P-J81 a and P-47' a attacked aneuv installations at EDdo.iJ as ... A 

.t1 gbte r reaction +o om• •t\ltll til ih1 · 1eperteat tltMA &u pub wtf ,.-, 

•dna '""'htt•" ;r 111' : was :tnbansa, {!ur planes shot down US 

oneiiiY aircr•tt tor the 1osa of 17 bombara and three tisP>terJ 

2. [On 11 Deceabar Soviet offorte to reduce the eneo:y bridgoboad 

aoutheaat of X}larson and to oatobliah another of their own sov.th of 

Kerch were u.neucC41eal'u.J.J !a +b• north PM Carets zwelwd Hc;gu:od.ka, 

'10 ....a:u cuablwseb ef ltbosopa•, .. wt 81: 1 1J A:i nfl r atptB••* tl 

2fptmabe ?be Sgyjete bpp j•t • ppj N•d *btlf t f floibG .0 iadUCW biW 

Qezwn nsv 'I at Olaztaszs; Ctaht ' na1 · ' r p=ave·· 1n tb 'tar. 

Sgyj•* Com · · us holtlh&g !DC ipLtib as • ,, . • , . • • g utb nC *' 'n. 

- 1-
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area and hit 

set 

at Civitavecchia; a l OOQ-ton urchant vessel1":•::0:•~ .... 

bnmfna "" ••• lsaulse [ .l total o! 534 sorties were fiown in support J ,.. ,__.,;,. ~. 

of the Eighth Army, mai nly against defended positions Me \M M'~o 

a.wocl 81 a ega: azwa . 

I n t ho attack on &v tit 1 r apot bed ;oaboxcbJL;)' , 11 ul !IJ L _ttez-

6if*' P8 en· -r pl ncsr -ere d es±rQJPd fg r the 10, 5 0c +zp P- 38''• 

2 , L Little detailed info,..tion baa been r eceived of the A.llied 

progreea i n Ita~ d\Jrlng the 24- hour period ending at noon on ll 

Docembe3 ()l t.bo F'f+b AMI' fu:: ~ ~he 8Itb1 Bb ' 6bh Bi ( · 'en t .. h 'cer 

over the !hOlt of the C••j H: 18'. I f .. t'SW ' Sd tile 2nd lilt I I lC D 

JllllbxiliL''I.ooOino..lhll' '"'_.loil,_, .,..,,..,,.,_,_o,j!l~t.-bl..,BIIl._loeol __ , ... .,,,..,,.,. [On the Adriatic:: coast, 

Canadian troops of the Eighth~ ara continuing thflll.r advance deapite 

adverae weather eon::U.tions and .Cierce resietancJ F'f" 1 
'

1 0 (1 t ··v •rrl 

t'P"*ed II sbe:U bbael:a b) USCQ) i.trn'UI ' d a d JaU•. ~Ge~ 
losses were reported as beavr] 

1 . Hint B-2S'• a' tt l:et.k itt Pu:aa ••o•• ~- s:a=s bett•M• 

ara• It WJ'Iil'O w1tb dewaJ1U p p twwb• e p d 1pMD"1 ' "1 tl ' a 9 81 hr· , 

-2 -







DICLASSIFII!ll 
J!D Lo~cor , ti-3-7~ 

in a ddition to the l2 &-25 • s and l4 P-38'• reported yootorday. Eno~ey 

i n the vicinit y •do ll8ak atte11pts at interception. 'l'lle next 

ht C-47'• escorted by four A-36 •s and 

d as missing. ?:Wo (probably 

fighters were Four A-36's wore 

ted by four fighters a t tecki n& 

fighter plAnoo . 

ito bo..e base . 

destruction of 

British o 

ssions reported the probable 

plane . 

attacks on the air-

N&msang and on troop 

?:Wenty- two one~ey plAnes bombed and machine-gunned 

'l'be runway although damaged is still usable. 

PACIFIC A!!D SOU'lllliEST PACIFIC 'JHEA'mRS 

1.£:1 Cato11na sank an 8, 000-ton cargo vessel south ot K&vieng on 

10 December. lh24 lllissi ono tnat dey bombed ODOIIY gun posi tions on Capo 

Oloueeater and barge hideouts near s:jwtt.1le B 25' a cpstabcd: agalJlBt 

.C0''17 commm1 cet' eu M Wtt Be•'j 1a epn· , •eea i ng hi ts on tid biitli&a 

• n<' 1A •as x1J? · a· [()Or d.ive boabere aupported the Allied ground forc:i} 

- 3 -
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DZCLASSUTID 
~aD Lotter, 6-8-?R 

9cyph1 ng •ad SPdlkA: gwa_dmg tcsge t:s Of Oppoxbco:ctb; HWI andokai . 

£1ght. P-<·O•n der+pq • thrtt ... lS UUU£0 ft&bbe:e I •a· d m sn ''pd· nr. 

[rn ground act1 on Allied for<:os captured t wo rtllages west of •r•~ 

~ On JQ Qec• =b• r · '·r1nnr *ate ' 1 8 18 8 iJ a, iikfi£ P-J9•s a~ 

aix Nayy OOmbftn et*'oksd 1 AS eapp!ley LSUliitiOhS bfi 86Ukihit11le. 
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So foroea captured ZnaMnka on 10 0...-.r and oont1mlad 

tMlr edftlloa WatwardaJ 

1 . In attach on Chitevecohia barbor during the n 

Dac•ber, A-20•• hit two ahipe and cau .. d other •· The nut~ 

6o B-2$' e a cored bit a on t.be roade and rail 

clauced tbe Tern1 rei:r e force ot other b<lmbera and 

eat1ona centers of Itri , Oioraio and Ave .. ano. ll&n7 clauc1llc bite · 

nre obeerved. 

a wre aeti ve &lona t.be l'Ugoalartan and Albe.niari 

7Vde at Sotia received an acourate and effective bc.bard-

ment .. corted bc.bara on 10 !lac~. 

r&OJ'I&niaation ot t.ha 

-1-
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D&OWIIPID 
OlD t.eu ... , &-1-11 • 

ot 1 Rea dQU&rt.ro, 

15th Air Pore&, 

been eapara ted t:roa the 

It baa been 

.ISI.l!IC !HIA!IR 

' 1. On 8 and 9 Dece.bar, lOth Air Porce plane .upported ground 

. ' operat ions in tba Ningoll:yen are 

villagee 1n the Hukawng Val the vicinity o! llogaung and K•aing, 

and raided the town airfield at o. Our lll&jor air e!tort wu an 

attack by ~dlll P-381& on the acka at~. 
Britiah &1raratt ope~ agaiAe llluo, Port lhite andlfuntho 

with nuaeroua hito repo~OIII the ....Uroad at lfuntho. 

J, On 9 IleDIIillbar 1 ~~~~-,. of the l..ktb Air , _ &'tt.aclced 

roar r-110•. a\ tacked '"-7 barraoka 
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the airtield unuMble, 

PACil'IC AND SOOTHIIST PACIP'IC Tllll1'lliS 

l. Dupite bed wnther Sth Air Force B-2S aiJ"'J'Ut oonoentrated on 

an~ c....,.ioationa d barge inetallat1 bet,..an Borgen and Rein 

l!q1l and at l!ubilca, on 9 ar aircraft !lew aaoort mi.aoione, 

ICeMni (where increa11d on~ 

.,.:llil:~-cu:nned targets or opportunit7 &101111 

n Keoawal. and Finseh· 

2. Seven B-24 1 a dropped ot o on Maloelap on 7 Doeamber; 

one pJ.anas,... ohot down. One other 

dropped b<loba in the •ter n on Tarawa, On 8 Daa.bar 

22 8-24 I I dropped 44 toni baaba Cll Jaluit. and other& put 16 t.CIIo 

into !area. r... o! t. ""~ planao anoountered w .re probabl7 deotl'OTid· 

-J-
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The iaaued a directive 

91 e&OOJ't.ed US i>MV bcllbere bit the Tat.oi aU--
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DZCJ.AIIff n:D 

OIP J.ettu, o-J...11 

'WU'eb.ou..ea ate haun and 'brlllld.S..n&:• and railro&d 7arde at.;-- an4 

Ancona. ottJ cme ~U ala•·•-·~--

aort.1u 

2. .u. noon 9 

on Konti c.J.no1 ita 

i tt poli~ion 

'lllo 

btl> 1.rJo7 hao ....,..4 a bridgwa4 ~ tho Moro P.inr 

cine n tl> ht&"7 fi&htinc ln tl>o rtclnil.r o! San IAOMJ'<Io. 

A. o~iqu.• at.awa t.hat Roooa hu been oap\und. ----
). 

) , 'SS nhiclea, 

~~~;;."'!Ib'~~· ,..,.. 76, 7311 ~.oat of 

"'PPllo•· .. pl., ~ carriK tllt 
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~BD Le t\br ~ 3 7~ 

2. 11th Air Fore escorted bombers 

Changteh on 8 December rep 

&icna against 

A t otal of 81 

Those of our 

in 

gutted by fire and little activity 

PAC . SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS 

Allied ground tr<>ops captured Wareo on 8 Decen:ber. 

A~orce 

attackod en~ bivouac northern 

Huon Peninsula; B-24•• on 

A B- 24 eneey barges 

liussau Isl and. lllbarf area at 

Koepang and ed tho Penfoe1 airdrome. 
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WEST 

RT?Q??T 
DIOLASSIPW 

OSD Letter , 5- 8-73 

With he object of economizing in military manJ>Ol"'r, and in view 

of diminish~ne~ capabilities , the War Depart~ent has reduced the 

garrisons of the ~ense Commands in the United States by about 92,000 

since 1 July l9LJ; tl'le strength on 25 November was 16$,000. The troops 

thus relieved came chiefl,y from harbor defense, mobile defense, and serv­

ice units. Plans for a ~er reduction are being put into effect 

whereby the remaining garrison \r.uJ. include the mi.nimum of troops necessary 

to provide antiaircraft protection for the most vital installations and 

a small mechanized !orca for protectian of the coast against en~ commando 

attempts . The Central Defense Command ~ be abolished and its functions 

(other than defenee of Sault Ste. Marie inst lations Which will become the 

responsibility of the Arrq Service Forces) will absorbed by the Eastern 

Defense CODtJnaild. Lieutenant General Lloyd 0 . Freden at present ccm-

mande both the Central Defense Command and the Second 

EUROPEAll THEATER 

The So ts lost their bridgehead south of Kerch on 8 December leav­

ing the, remainin bridgehead northeast of Kerch to resist increased 

preeeure. Near Znam~a, the Soviets advanced across 

railroad and seised Elioavetgradka and Novaya Praga . 

the Smela- Znamenka 

East of Chernyakov 

the en~ pushed forward several miles removing the ~ediete Soviet threat 

against Zhitomir. 
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IIEDITERRAREAN 

D!CLASSIJID 
OSD Lotter , ti-8-78 

1 . Wi t h weather restricting heavy air operations on 7 December, 

88 medium and light bombers successtully at eked Civitavecchia, hitt ing 

oil storage areas, port and ammunition ores , a freighter in the harbor, 

the barracks area and gaa 'OOrks, a dock and ferry tomina1. Twenty-

seven B-25• s scored hits on r town at Peacara. Our l .ight 

aircraft again concentrated heir attacks on targe~s of opportunity in 

tho battle area, destro:nf:og six {probably nine) oneey planes without loss . 

611 7-
2. Dttttins the 24--hour peried ewd±ug at noon 8 December~ Fil'th 

.t.nny eompl:ebdy cleared llonti Camino of 1:l!li enemy except in 1::IJ8 villa&e 
t's ~.,. ... "' "' 

ot Rocca . An Italian brigade
11

operating with our 5' Corps, geiued gJOWid ___ _, 

.) • Amending the report cite on 2 Docer.lber, Oenera1 EisenhO"I!l)r 

states that ports on the west coa t of Ita1y during the week ending 18 

November discharged 66, 957 tons f supplies, .),646 vehicles and 27 , 609 

personnel. The ene~ey attack on Bari on 2 December cost us .30, 000 tons of 

cargo as well as the ships pre ously reported. 

4. Allied bombers mine Sa1amio Straita and Port Herakles during the 

night o! 6-7 December, bombe the doclcyarde at Salamis and dropped suppliea 

-2-
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D!CLASSIJID 
eaD Lo,,or , 5-3-72 

to patriot for<:es opat-ating in Yugoslavia and Alb a . US B- 2.$•• attacked 

shipping in the harbors of Alinda Bay and Porto o Bay rlth gunfire . 

Other ait'cra!t owept the Aegean damaging vario s 

ASIATIC 1'KEATER 

1. The l.!yitnge bridge and Paleik ra ad yards were the targets 

fot- 16 B-2.$• s escorted by 12 fighter plane on 6 Dece~tbet-; several hits 

were scored on the bridge and ita approac es and s~• daEAge was noted 

1n tho railroad yards . Twelve B-24's s cesstully bombed an island in 

!'on Blair harbor; other B-24 ' s again ed the Rangoon estuary and the 

mouth of the Salween River near Green f sl and . One medium bomber and seven 

fighters raided Katha town and airdrofe; the followi.ng day this attack was 

repeated 'While 13 A-36's attacked ra'Uroad yards in not-them Burna. 
I 

On 6 December RAF fighter's attacked enemy-held towns in western 

I 
Burna, while !our B-24 ' s bombed y ungup and ten Wellington a dropped 17 

tons of bombs on the Heho field. On 7 Decu.ber eight B-24' s successfully 

bombed lo!oulmein and llandalay / ilroad yards, 

2 . 14th Air For ce B-2 ' s successfully attacked Changteh on 6 

December. One (probably t reel or l.$ Japanese fighters was shot down. 

Other 14th Air For ce fig er planes attacked railroad inatallations and 

rolling s t ock near Hai on the west bank of the 

Fourteen e carted B-2S•e bombed Changtah rltb good reeulte 

the next day . Figh er patrols deet royed freight and t ank care in northern 

- 3-
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DZCLASSIJ'IJ:D 
OSD Letter , ~-8-72 

at Kukong and Wuchow in southeast 

PACIFIC AND SOUTI!liEST PAC 

effects were not reported. 

forces on the Huon Peninsula captured an ene~ 

strong point sout of Wareo on 7 December and rsported further progrsss 

' tp;W&. · 
along the coa t ").- ftJitkl-s CV'..ul ~3 13 - 2<1 $ /].~ &-f~tk 

tJf? ~t<, '~~sixty B-25 1 a,~mbed O£d machine ewmed e'"""Y baxge hideQ"to/O.u r 

]'"""-
"'illiiti81!i ana trans dong b ;-t,e~.....and 7 December. (On ~~ 
the latter day, Australian aircr started fires and destroyed buildings qfn;:-,.. 
on the Borpop airfield and, in N Britoin, 62 fighter aircraft attacked q~.., 

while 43 B-24•• pounded hostile gun posi- /o ('Dh ­
./J,..,e . 
S4fftUI~5 

e northeastern New Guinea coast, four P-47 ' • troce~s 

tiona on Cape Gloucester . light bombera and fighters continued to 

attack ene=r targets along 

destrc,ying one {possibly ) of 20 ene"'Y fighter planes encountered over -

We-ak. To the west, lJ runway and village on llal-oekoe 

Island (south of Ceram) 

2 . On 1 December 13 B-25 ' s attac d Kieta harbor area and five 

B-25 1 s bombed Kahili. 

P,. 8 December, 

excellent results. 

,3. On 7 

bombs in the water ott llakin Is 

percent complete . 

pad 12 tons of bol!lbs on Nauru with 

bomber ineffectively dropped four 

Our airfield on that island ie 40 
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DI.OLA8817ID 
OBD Lotter, 5-8-72 

t t&cke co Borcl .. ux 

2 . &ur:MG ~ at a-whug w ttl'&ii OOCtipiid Plb&)itD an 7 

Dl•••h•• •J¥1 'ooreeeect *h"1 r ••••• w llbu acl&ltbcttng wan at 1 ..... 
fi _., ~;.. ... ;,. 
/!!"""k•t or a EQaEei the ..,..., etrack ~ole in conaiderable atr.ngth to 

. #Jot" .. ,1'~ ._7 
otteet a llorlet thraat apu..t .,.., ;;t and -.de ..,.. localised adftl>C~ 

MIPT'I'!' WI 

30 t o 40 .,..., ail'cratt 

ae dutniTIII aDd a 11-17 and •,o;; .a au. -ther 

pnnatecl ll*er operatJ.au - IJ , ov lllbt. ail'oratt. 

att.aolcecl .,~ o-m•t.s.au 1a ..._.battle area aDd clroppecl eappli .. 

-1-
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DIOLAIIlflD 
Oil) LeUsl' , 6-~11 

to ov torarc1 111l1t!j ._.. ..,•am· hU a aupoct¥1 1 acac:tw 
,, :lr"b c .. 

2, [FIT noon 7 Dsoellber_.., Filth Arq ba4 oaptved 9111'"arcst at 

llr:lnti O&a1Do wb.l.ch, topthar with llant1 Jasciorc oaptved two ci&J8 

prnii>WI~1 cooatrols *Ar•trcncs to~ Cassino-Jrosinona oorr1401'. 

its CCDtsct with ...,.-~ alODC ..,-l.iJis of ...,..,ro Jtinr 1A spits 

of o-wrattsoks &JI4 cl.1tt1Cilltica ~ oosd 'b7 hsa'f7 rat~ 

harbor of Santorin, 

4. --f_'l&r Dspsn-t b&s notU lsd O...sral 111ssllb010Sr that 4llw 

65th Wantrr, • aapl.sl' Am:! rcp.ant ooJIIIKISSCI ot l"osrto Jt1aans , will 

be ras4T tor-· .... to .ahrlarth Ab'ic&D 'lbsatsr 1A lata arch 1944. 

tb1s rccbsA\ b&s to....S part of ..., I&Jrl.sOD of ...-,_ C&D&l 

~t clllr1JII ... past~~ 
MWIQ ,.,. 

-0'' ••• ,, dip a Of • wa au ;aw ace 1 puam 
$"!' eM IU II a au: •• u r ; • sacrad rlu auw 

'l!i n I • ten ~-- ~it:,::::: 
.a··~.-.-~·~~~s=~us--·~'wnn~•· .... :~•:~sss~&~l't .. ~••~•~•~ll~ ~·· 
lt ;·ttt --· '*' "'* ' I S 
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!ilOLAZSirl:lill 
1SD Lotter , ~-8-?B 

mined .._. Moulmein Channel .. o"ue":,.'lol_o,,,....,...,, .. , aa well as the- Rangoon 

A total o! over fifty enemy a.ircra!t ... de two attack• on Calcutta, 

damagin& three ships as well as buildings; some 500 civilian casualties 

resulted] Qno. ombeh1 J' •• , e n I ;1 1111 ... I sbd 1 ZP fos:. JOt'' 

nf •'ah* R'F A' nett. Ip opecUu a Oil 4 Wtd 5 L8U&IB&n, eta 66 ftll1l 

??' • · d &&altA• •lk cl;s:cteebMaadelw;, oblee ft:Lf;Un·· 

at u cked au•M 1 •nnr 1>rc (-,..W.b4:; tlneiS) eu&ii{9 PIII168 &IIGOWJtan!d 

wery dept J 011:) bAS fter i):t&J&S AU! 0 1 I' , 

PACIFIC AND SOU'lli'!IEST PACIFIC 'lliBU~RS 

l. = :::unci forces, with air support, made ~l',il!.ins-
~ 5, 1 :L j ::, --

north of h 11 on December. .._,,.. 

(_irty US B-24 's repeated our attacks on W...Cape Gloucester 

,~. tJ./XlA ~ ~"'~ ~.....c ~-, ~-
areai\.:*" e• corl ' d i as·· aenb re ~ - .. ticsb:ed :: -~~& 

M pc Be"'£ t ) ] ,~~~ Juatso;ocl ~~~~~· ~/~=~- ~--
13 ~ J a by& ape n J .. t ' e· I , d; end d•r*MJ I dsa drrfir 

qn t Jw 9'p1dk£ I llllit I Sadid '117\oo...J*i.lboo·~-··,.; oj'foi71ol2WI'..OIIool!rt-'W.:"o,...o ... b ... te-slobed:ed'~8!1ent'IWI!ISI"" 

x1Jecd szd • asJ a euaswt 

Q·fr, 

During tho 

llllah&ng t.nd 

2 . 

'!llrlona 

J e eft t he 1 t' l cas Ia at ttaw 

hit enoooy 

Seftnty-nino 

- 3 -
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O&D Letter, 6-S- ?1 

works at 

During tho night of 4-5 December Wosquitoes reided~teo1 
sburg; other aircraft mined tho Frisian Is .~waters. 

P-47•s, 

P-5l ' s and P-J8•e, e dispatched from attack Gorman 

Air Force installati ons and the Paris 

carT"ied out because of 

cloud conditions; some bombs 

and on submarine pons at St Nazaire . t r ong fighter opposition was 

encountered on this 1ssion whose fight escort was prev011ted b;v 

weather from keopin rendezvous; ll (probeb enemy- planes were 

destroyed and of our bombers failed to return . totaling 

197 B-26's c erod by 19 squadrons of Spitfires , 11kewbo 

primary objectives; 35 B-26•s dropped 71 tons of mbs on 

ape~ military install ations at St . Josse and Ligescourt with f 

~cess . 

j!t.otographo rovoal that - J Decembe r attack by~ RAF on 

Leipzig lett 4fle center of 4ifte- city A: em Isba ••:b1 1 i' cad utaUtlft :cab 

- completely coverod by -. l.J!utense poll of emoke five miles in 

breadt3 

tbwost ot Kromenchug the Soviets occu i oad 

-1-
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D.EOLASSIYID 
OSD Lotter, 0-8-71 

intensity of hie attacks against both Soviet bridgeheads on ~ Kerch 

P!'ninau1a t o force a Soviet withdrawal !1!011 thio area. ~ U,~ f·~-~~ ... 
;:;~ .. ;~ 1 7? ·~~ .. :. ... Mic.·•' ~ _, e...: •• t,. 

were 

air missions 

the weather. 

off t he Yugoslavian 

Orbet ello . One eneJ!IY airplane wao 

Pescara . 

area, hit a 

Anny area. 

2 . [rho Garigli&no River is flooded for a distance of about ten 

lllileo inland. Fighting moved bock and forth on lofonti Camino, but -4>M-

U:l 
J6th~D1vis1on advanced another mile on 6 December consolidating our hol d 

on 11M crest ot Monti Maggiore which overlooks --CauinQ-Frosinono 

corridor. Heavy rain retarded operations of ._. Eighth ~ ~he """'l\9 

ASIATIC THUTER 

l . on 3 December lOth Air Foro -J6•o in 22 

oupply dumpo and other 

-2-.. . -... 
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OSD Le\\tr, 6-S-?a 

Next day Japanese 

region harasse ene"'Y troops, river traffic and supply 

were ude. Two (probabl 7 three ) 

all our planes returned . 

'h..,__ During the ni&ht of 1.-') December and the following day, 

Australian~~ attacked Lakunai airdrome, scored a torpedo hit on 

a 6,000 - ton treiehter in a schooner in Kimbe 

onoJOY-held villages in the 

ter bombero a ttaclced • MilO' co..micationa and inot.allaUone 

the northeaat !lew Guinea cout. 

2 . On S o.o-ber 2) 8-2S•e hit tha llo_.1i-tn- are& in oouthn st -Bouga inville 'll'l.th more "than JO tons of boio.;mbibes';, "NI'pll'"Y>!~~·e~l~l~e~n=t~resulta . 

]. On 4 Docernber ls-u& B 2b'e cue• eel ill'*' on V1) 1 and de• tmyed ont 

+ --
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HiM otro;ring or d.aaacinc 

plJ~r-&and burrlinc i. $00-o&rrel .t'llel dump. 

4. OOeerul!'llol..allac.t.rthur and ll&lwon naw reported tnat truaco~kJ..I-<1-.a 
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......... 
1. ):. DIU'iJic the aitllt of 3-4 Dra.-ber , ~ IIU IIM"7 bo.bere attaolcecl 

..-1ps1& throqll'JI Ma'f7 c1Aiol4 coo•erJ aatiataotory renlta, II ac , wre 
blUrted to baw bMA achieftdJ ,.."V Nn ar tW b·• hrl·=· re11r1 
W ntm· MM ..... , .. , a· =m ''wt.ebed \o l!rUp w ot.Mr oeoten 
i n li!TC •ad k)]•·i;· 1 U r t I I 1 t· 

obtaiJWic 

FlT"''W' 

• 
ou of tbe 

lD tbe 2 Druuor attaolt oa llar1 llari.or tAree ot the 2S -. 
a1rclnA G S$ If tiat.U ..., .. W" ~ .tbe N1d 1D 0 ...... to 
lJitoeanpt ....,. ~ oau.t - of tM .._. .. aa •rl¥ 111\ 
aa &D -'-t.laa lb1p 1D tbe o~ llarllw. 
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2, [!r- s Deoellber .uw of ...... n.tu> Arw.r 11M II&1Md addiU-1 

11'0111'4 D8U' tlor"-at of lllaDU CUd.Do &lid bad oaptarecl ~:r .. t of IIODti 

•wore at tllrent.:ranoe to ~ ~.~oa1JIOM coJ'J'1d.o;:} 1 I I I tt&•l 

p1n· ae acs aa iDe eoutbiUt il61Jii a£ amtt •He 11111 •·= ~ 
.f,MriO&Il t,.rm• NPP' td a II $ CtlC I albh lwau; UWZO -catb1M, 

apt'·• cw• t a. Ww aaopa a:•a arc s ..... sp' , a isJ •• 

cme••1ep a 11 Ww I £'0 UWP. 

ztw 21 • WAD &iDlE W Liles4 ta .as IIIIa 

olar • 

• 2 1 

4, 797 
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D%CLASBI1ID 
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-at1
' e hoavy attack on 

-~...__ 

ASLU'IC THEATER 

A Ch g repOrt states that radio contact with Chinese troops 

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC 'l'I!EA.TEI!S 

1, ~ontinued on 

during 4 December. Our forctilf 

againot inc ene"'Y resistance , 

the east coaot of the Huon Peninsula 

the enem;y !'r~ po!l~rth of 

i.ng on Wareo ---
/]:nemy pesitiono on~ notem pOrtion of Hew Britain were 

heavily attan'eil\i;•.;;,;:;.dium and heavy bcmbera llhich silenced anti­

aircraft pOsitions and caused other damage at Rein aaiJ e..r lie II• '"~ 
J!!8dium bombers at+pck·d ~ec·· ••d tr"i'· e]pn'l th• nnrtbeest coe•t_ 

of New Quip•• I 18 1M t2 bcw:bet& &t&i bad t:tt•a ae the IBScwul iilk * ·-

-[ &.emy• s sea ccaaunicationa along the Ntnr Guinea and Hew 

Britain coasts ...,re hit by Allied air and surface crarj Sh (pnnl.ltl,-

- J -
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OSD Lotter, 6-8-78 

b&r o ,.,. destroyed, and a tranaport and ue1U{'81&htor 

apparentl.T -24 is aissing tr011 'thl; •• vprq.t iooa . -
2. ing 4 Decellbor our ground foreee on Bougainville u.hod 

patrols furtho r into the in n the coast toward 

our arti.llery deetroyed a Japanese gun near llavavi.a. 

[!nnty-ooe B-24 1 s struck Bonis with demolition and fragmentation 

bombsJ ho otbero destroyed buil dings at Kieta; - another lllission ­

~ heavy bombers lll&de a dootruct1 ve attack against one~ey supplies at 

Chaba..:J..tJ1ch r • ' 1 to •**•ok· d >1 14' 8 a,·s. An enepqr e1 Jilaltue diopp&<! 

ae boabe close t o these B-25' s. Six rs made a.n 

inety- nine Navy bombers 

attacked the getta area at intervals during the day, e~ 

of bombe end destroying a bridge and lll&ey buildings . 

3.~:;::~~~·~•jbo~mb;ie~rs~a~t~ta;;ck;,•;.d~~~a~wa;::o;n::~::::::~~:n~~~ 
fire t o 200 barrels of gaao ra ft, and 

<luaging e era . 
"-

-4-
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llerli.D R&rtiDI ]Up ru-.., 
thioo J:I.MIIIflwao tollooo4 •P b)' l$ lloequitoeo. LO -.,.. 

G FSPtiDI.., t.be eaotem bocmt bu • tol"'ld. ito winter pbaoe1 

clllr1Da I& Doooabor the Rod. t oroeo .aintoiMd tho1.r pl"800Ul"8 but ,.._ 

porto<! DO OSp.1tiooDt Caiza7 
IIEDI""P"Df' 



. MIA 111DDLI IAITIM , T 
! -- ·-• 

-



-

DIOLASS!PID 
~ID Lotter , 6-S-73 

2. [ Progreee wae repol:'ted !ran all sectors or the Italian 

trent +:r:lns +b(!l)~ 1::, p••1 od · nd1se M. noon 4 December . In 

f i ghting during which heavy casual ties were infiictad on the enemy, 

elements o! the Fi.fth Artrf1 captured several terrain features near 

Konti Csaino ... be os/otauae \;g tb· CAa!1ROe\'=odnMe cp·ppidcr; 
~ 

·c0]16' emmt·rdilnhe :ooze tapa!.sad by bhe ;I e ozpa : 9a the Eighth 
e....<Zo ....... .co J 

Army fr1 • bbe advanc!l continY:ed, 14.:•••• :C'eRtiWlg 8eilcs topotbad 

December about 30 German planes dropped =does 

and banbo at Bari. 

folie"""« !!i:lt;hb 8aiDlBII aL wa£b 

u.[ 'JI)O Ital.ian troops on Thera 8Urr<>ndered to a German naval 

!orca of 100 men, on 28 November. Thie, coupled rlth tho Gal'!llllll 

occupation or Cos, gives the enemy all of the Cyclades groopJ 

llllDDLE EAST-<:E!ITRAL AFRICAN THEATER 

Qeubai e- •Wo!r .. , ... thi O.argo di.oeharged in Persian Onlt 

porte during ~ month or NOVflllber totaled 233, 837 tons of which 
'W.SA 

2lh,523 tone were tor - Soviets . On l December 27 W• & 1 pp' • g 

•dm1 n'e*r•*1on veaeala were in~ area with apprax:1mately 1301000 

additional tone or oargo aboard, 4lle major portion of whioh aleo was 

2 







.. .. 

destined !or Soviet ue~ 

ASIATIC THEATER 

uiCLASSIP'!D 
•o Letter , 5-3-73 

1 , Em 1 Becembet l;be 18th 1\11' PDtCe ittibked etofige dUZiiP! 

The da)', eecorted B-2$1s hit a river ete..,.,r and ce..,nt 

d a cement !actocy at Prane , S~!iO• s damaged 

d other aircraft ~tacked enecr positione 

and installati ons in the vicini of Njpgbyen. Escorted B-2$'e 

attacked ::v:r o:::::e~e:::~B-2~• ~::: d a river boat at 

Allamo;yo and demage/acsent plant at 'lbarstrmo. ~craft 
/.' 

again haraued the enelll)" in northern Burma and scor ed more hi on 
/ 

th~II;Yitnge bridge, .Akyab and Insein. 

2. On 4 December-'l,- medium bomber• and~!1gttters of ·~lLth 

Air Force in eoveral miooione ouccesstull)' attacked enemr installs-

tiono at Changteb • 

Fighter planes dropped ammunition to Cbineee ground forces 

on Tebsban mountain, ~~achine-gunned boats end 1n!lieted eaoualtiee 

on 4fte enemy in 4fte Tungting Lake regid l':u :l:ubezcopUOft •Uwpte .._ 

ege1net th•e• •'•e1m·, t =,. t t 15' ,lauae WN pi •'H ila' 1ft1\ llswr 

tor • 1 or· ar t::c of ow ftghtex zb uxaftr 

PACIFIC A!IIl SOtrri!IEST PACIFIC THEATERS 

1. On .3 December~ 100diU11 bombere and '!() B-24• a, · in two att&cke, 
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li.-M .-ppq W\all&U.. ud ,_.~ areu at cape Olooaout.v1 
otbn r' 'MP ·t tll:1 J'Mu :Ids fWW aUUC)UCI kl&W ilff Eli!'* COO I 1 td1 

lilt lk I ; - ZW W UW!i ace -- sq IU e nd 

J, 

20 to 2$ ..,_" bcmlenJ 

(probabq ti'ft) ~ 
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J.ICCL;.£SIPl'D 

• J.o tter , 6- 3-11 

On 3 Deceaber Soviet !orcee ude o11sht aaine eoutlroeet of 

!remench~d in the vicinity of Zhlobinl they are with~nine aUeo 

ot the latter~. East of Oraha their preasure is increu1ns aa 

the .... ather , ....... colder and the crolllld h.....S.r. 

rr l. P'orty-<~ight Wellington& a eked the Pontaes ieve reUroad yarde 

/ 
with observed effect during zthe night l -2 Decexher; two British planes 

were lost . The next day b6 ecorted B-17' reported good reeulta in an 

attack on the tlllt.ar1ne pens at llareeilles; ll 

to 35 enea;y aircre.tt encOlllltered ...,,.. daetro,.ed w1 t loss . Fort7-one 

B-25 ' s bombed a br1d8e at Cbieti h i t tina the approache 

of t heir numblll' . Licht er aircraft support ed the operation of the l'itth 

and Eighth Amiee and destroyed one (probably two) enemy a1ro 

u Slll&ll ahipo ott the Yqoslavian cout. 

al~ the ltiihth "'-Y front . 

2 . [ r ollawiJic a heavy and concentrated artillery preparation the 

Filth Artrt;r attacked enea;y posi tions at tho entrance to the Caaeino­

P'rosinone Corridor on the night of 2 Decembe.d ·our hoopo, 1 ncl u<U.og...tne 

.. lat. 5 psd . .J. leMet F4PtT; ,.,,..,.,, ••••.W ftSl,ape hr Uae v:te:bilt:f ot 

"ont.1 Ce•1no UrHu '" \h1 d:ghb :A:-111 h 1t tb· FStth 1J"'!Q' ':eiCvd cl:wc 

• r' daa an Wu uas•hul• eliJI n' Ho'Pt1 dell e Motr f"f'M ri&ht fiank ot 

-1-
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DICLAI81FTD 
liD L6ttor, 0-8-72 

t.bo Eight.b Al'I\Y continued to preae torwari)• •d I>)< noon J Dec= her had 

oapWHd Or-aosna., t.eoc1ann and Sap V1 tos £1•rc• C1ght1 ng cnnt1m,..cLJouth-

-est et 9.s &OgJta • 

.LSLU'IC TI!RATER 

l ,....ntr-enan 8-24' s ot tho lOth Air Force -•d en&1no ohedo 

and warehoueea Rangoon area on JO November; ll more attacked tho 

town area at Akyab. to 

at leut nine ene111)' ai.rcrart tive more repcrt.ed ao 

probable. OUr torceo out tared the roc;ol"d loll or oix B-24 • e. Other 

.. di,., light and ticl>t.er &i;r<:l:Art. dropped 1ncoh<I;!&J'Y and delllollUon -· 

on N~~. K.w~r 

The n d.aT, Brit.iah aircrart attacked target• at 

bocbod e~pply areas at l!aungdaw and eot tiro to 

?~ 

a nd M1pp'n8 alaac -.w About 6o Japanese aircraft bombed 

Suichwan and N&III7UDBJ tho l"llllQ:f8 at both tieldo were rendered unoervico­

able. ~ ~10 P-40•a interceptli:{ the ftp&Jaae attack_, on sa 
... 

&d · t·, 61 1 ' 
12 tl 1 1 e:e lua•u J:n.v cuualtiea were not uee•e•ct. 

s;. : •• ~...:. ate ~M""--.~ ;-:-_ ~"' ...... ~ 
~~ - ~ "'-··-" ·""' .. ... c "'' ll 1 

- 2-
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l, 011 2 n.-ber our Sth Air r orce ooncentratecl on ~el4 

;a-.-~ iutall&tiou near ao ...... ~. 

) llao.ber 11eta w.. bea'ril7 booobecl b7 23 B-2S1e 1 1lb1le 2li 

,... another etteethe at.t.eclc on en.,- wppliea and bi't'OU&CI in 
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SAC£ 
D.!:CLASSJPID 

•ID Letter, 0-3-71 

1. US air unit. in ~be UK deotroye<:l 63 (probably 74) enemy planee 

during the week on<11n6 2~ber, and loet twenty~ere and 

ten other planee troll all cause•. for th-~od the RAY dutroya<:l -13 {probably 16) en-.y planee am! ~oe~ 106 heavy~·· 11 lloequi~e 

and .30 other ai.rcr~se tiguree include our attack on Br-n and 

twc RAt Gdeeiona &gains~ Berlin. 
-" 

2 r On the n1&ht or 1 -2 December, a !rrt Oorman aircraft operated 

over southeastern 

atteck on Soll.ngen•~.-::=;;;;~~~~~'o engaged this target u a 

8-17 • • &leo Optl' ...... 
ob~d by cloude . 

-tichter de!OI!M; 107 eacorte<:l 
.... 

thie Ur-got i n lieu or Leverkuaen Whi cll was 

•<:le oll&ht g&ine toward the rail )lllll>tions of Znomenka and S.el& Whi ch -
are DC>W • Uhin art~ range . Pro&roae was also repoftbJ roz:!heast or 

!JEDI'!'E!RRANEAN 

~·-n~"j~.~<>t 0 • ioa,hR 'hhO&h loh& 9wltcaieolO ilAwiP .-4 

~ ~ 1 :rl~ ll8 S:-17'• .. ttao_. ... t; )8 P J8 •a, attacked 

.4M Tllr1n ball-bM.rinc •orka~d l"'leult~aaa ahsr ••• •• , .. 

-1-
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D!CLASSIJ'IIll 
OSD Letter, 6-S-73 

{prob·bJ::y f:h a} elt&lll) planes wets d:eftt o)ad. [In other operations 

dltriiq; tile cmy, Allied plane& bombed aoeJtiJ babboziea 1\DM 9aeaWu, pe~rol-

la~ ~kt B•••ls ax oau aod flew offensive missions along .ne east ern shore 

of tile Adriatic ..fiee. -!he fnemy atttllllpted no int erceptions over 1lhe 

battle are~ 

2 . ~left fiank of - Fifth Army found strong enency- reshtance 

:14\ft.:::;~ fo :~; Z~•'<k ol lh1Mi1 Co ' no on 2 Dacember. JP!te ~gbt 
flank of _. Eigbtll J.rm.y, retarded by den:olitions and mines in its drivs 

beyond ~ Sangro River, engaged in fierce fighting before Lancianil 

MO erk:Lae t;:'e ,. .,.. •a tAt u••a it. oapbazaa easti!1bantaJJo which J:C 

Wit! rnedo tnprd $en V:U,o. 

ASIATIC T!IEJ.TKR 

l . On l:::::r,:m:e:di~Ulll~iboim;ber~;,s~o:f~t:he~l;ot;h~A:.ir~F~o~rc:e:s;er:i;ou:sly damas•d t he Myitnge railroad bri co"Pleted 

o this bridge in a previa 

2. ~t{B-25 ' • o! '1lhe 14th Air Force, ••••"•• b; 3! ttghLer 

p' · n· e , made low- level attacks on ahipyardtl at Hongkong on 1 December; 

they oank a 'Jat ,:; ¥:.:;:.r~'5"-7.;::;~~ ~bi; a 

e · aacd $00-topt x•n·•l 1n t ; ' 1lts •:• uae:ed hibo on UWIZtoaa \:a:fti: U.y u 

and damaged shipyard ~stallation~ Qlla P )l •• lest: ?Jaw P k!' 1 

meah1n•-&pnpod *ba t o= at "ens C>mng en4 rea.a, wt'raa' , .. ., ••4 -

- 2-
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OSD ~etter, ~-8-12 

Ge•r&eha . [In sweeps over1.M Burma Road and 1n <4tfte area north of Laahio 

our fighter pl anes beraued enel!IY trucks and troop colUIIU'l~ etfter 

l eke •re· , 6r'JA1at1ng muremp e sem,el+i•t 

PACIFIC Aim SOUTHWEST PACIFIC '!'HE.!.TERS 

~j, 
ti lo~h'i 

~til 

December, Allied bombers in the Southwest Pacific score<l two~ 
<lirect hits on 0,000- ton transport in the Gazelle Ch ~ two 

and l ater machine­

,~o-J.n!:ldcting heavy casualties. Forty-

planes . Three 

<lumps, d antiaircraft position& at Borgen Bay . Allied gr ound 

ptured a suspension bridge three miles northeast of Sattelberg 

occupied Wareo without opposition . 
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DJ:CLA6Stnll 
CSll Letter, &-1-'rl 

~ Ground Forces 

lJth Armored Diviaion (llajor General John B. 

~ 
Cali!ornia, to CMJ> Bowie, 1'e>:.U~ tor coiOb The ) 8th 

Intantry DiY1e1on ( llajor General K. • C. .loat!l..__will aove !roo~~ CMp 

Livingaton, Louiaiana, to Nn Orleana Port o! ~1:on, inatead 

reported on 28 August 

1.[ Wosquito .,_rs laraased the BocbWI steel works, !Naaeldor!, 

the steel and .,.......nt works at Roth, and Cologne mring the n1&ht o r 

29- )0 Nove11ber-. S1Ja.U.ar attaeko wore made on Bochum and Essen tho next 

nl&ht. 

Large torcations of US escorted heavy bombers again attacked 

Solingan on 1 Dece.J 11ed1U11 boiObors at.ruck Oeman a1rt1alda 

light b0111ber and 11 f ighters. 

2. ,r Durin& our at tech on Solingen on )0 Hovellber a P-)8 with old 

US sarkingo attacked one of our P-47'•· The en-.y ia also paintin& 001110 
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DSCLASS:UJD 
UD Lett or, D- 1-71 

ot ha &iroratt t.o re.-ble our~ 

). fctnrtt II llllsa 1¥WLJ1Ubi<l OpaiitlOIW W t:bi WCWii ftcab 

...... 1 aR&4t a-..... 

.W. ~ alnmt.in& looa.ot.i'no, oi.x Dioeola · d 

ao..Wd .tr.131>t can. 1he Britiah han contributed 300 2-3 

ca.otine to the joint atook pile. 

1. 0. ~. · r ~' aauPM4: I tia ' a -~ ~ Jed: rtw with wtetswa: oad 

qf!l~le epd rd'P' t ' I I JIL·I· 0 Jllltflll :Aeeiuw.' \I :1 wd 

hdd:o· et 11b# k aut lJt 5ftJt-A f;j;j; 113ht md ficllter ~:r ec:rt181 

......., ll&dll 1D nppo:rt ot the lilbth »wr aDd Allied 8p1ttirea contiDIMCI. 

t.o petrol the ll&ttle &:re&, nn. P-38'• .. co:rted It.&li&D &i:rc:r&tt 11111cb 

GoJ+iid: nppl.S.. 1D 'r.pela~ Jt. (z t t'r ·'s) n P' 'M' 

1 *r'·l J0 I t a , • ,_ a' - Npt-= rpd - W6 

$ I ' -••••k I d',,st al Qpss'• "eJ 1 1 ' •*•-
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' 

)8 llln ....... ttt.,ttl rlth an ··t··1·' ·tn?lt Ml tM l .. llc "" l ... :th 

4pY qm*1med tA 1sp 1 1 f*· po·'*1n·· en tht M-e ar.t .. at *be lsn.,..o 

!pr •pd f0 •1' 9 II I lu 8k 'u [P.wraizllld ~ OOUIIWI'a~tacke "'J · ., o-r 
~'..,....( t•J< ~i~ -.. tWA t:O mied actft.ooeJ 1 , 000 priaiOMn, ~ CW18 uut 

111ICb eqUJIMII~ haft been ~ureiJ 

) , 8oaJrM lbaot;rr~r .,, 1rh ~lw{jurirJ« 11M -k endinc 18 

Ko..-bv, l$11 107 t.ono ot ouppli .. , S,9S2 'Nbiol .. and JS, 764 perroru; 

wn dlaobarpcl at Italian w at coaet porte] lhie ehezu • !twa LM 

el la,J.il toast 3J688 s li 1 s J 1118 pwua-1 eueJ lliu p e l 

Cqrm•; m.l ''•• aa ••• ••• "=" pwk su:e IAulSI , a .. ss ''••, 

2.a)()6 ;1n' " · ·t l;lSS pus l; " -'' tuc:uuu 0081 Uli p:ee:lsu = •Jc 

- .... 5?;5)7 \tal ra• lB)e eetebst&IJ Willi IU I &GNU& 6£ 91 &<> :hr Wet 

AlllUIC TIIIW'IIl 

l. ll eroort.ed B-2S•• ot the lOti\ Air Foroe -.,.d 

~ \nok1, A-36•• n ... 
lliuicnl iA nppo~ ot ~law& ....Ue 16 otber 
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IIID t.u ... , &-a-YI 

P.WIP'IO .&liD &OU lBIBST PAOIP'IO 1'111AT!RS 

. 2, [About. 100 illied b<>abera an<! filbtera heartl7 att&oke<l the •'*'IT 

1n the Jalcobina lliNion area an<! l1lll podt iona nearb7 on JO •~B 

• 

On J0 loy tsr l.7 H S•• tr If d 12 " 1 

. 
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J~Cl.ASSIFID 

.OD Lette~, 6-8-?1 

IIIAchine-gunnad J•paneae gun poa.itiona in the Jaba Rive.r area; .,.,0 ba\ai: 

Winn• •+ r""n' •' and near v•+ cb1 n · ·t' llp r••• t:agaaba BaJa awa aauhhta-

gunned hp ') ' f• t' tlijh\81 pl•• le 

LOUr !i&b~er planes 1n the Sol<*lna report that they haV9 aade 

ccm~ct. with no • .._ airc~ ain<:e 22 NOY•beiJ 
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