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—

The War Department has called the attention of Generals Eisenhower /

and Devers to the possibility that the Germans may resort to bacterio-
logical warfare and has requested reports of any indications of such

intent.

WESTERN HEMISFHERE

1. The Army OGround Forcee issued directives for the movement of
the 35th Infantry Division (Major General P. W. Baade) from the Tennessee
Maneuver Area to Camp Butner, North Carelina, and for the 78th Infantry
Division (Major General E. P. Parker) from the latter station to the

Tennessee Maneuver Area.

2, For planning purposes the Army Service Forces have directed

all Service Commands in the continental US toc submit the number of /

organiged and provisional carge-truck units and the number of passenger-
carrying .vqh:l.ulua which could be made available in the event of a
breakdown of the nation's railroad lines. The Service Commands were also
queried as to the number of Army personnel in their areas who would be
available for raillroad work of types not requiring previous railroad

experience.

1. A force of 628 RAF bombers attacked Berlin during the night of
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29-30 December through a heavy overcast. 2L60 tons of incendiaries and
high explosives were dropped, ineluding 379 two-ton bombs. Twenty heavy
bombers are missing; antiaircraft fire was heavy but enemy fighter reaction
was ineffective, one enemy plane being destrcyed. During the same night
small missions of RAF planes attacked the chemical works at Leverkusen,
the armament works at Dusseldorf and targets at Magdeburg and Leipzig,
Enemy aircraft have been active over the Bay of Biscay recently.

The following day the largest number of heavy bombers and
fighters ever dispatched by the Bth Air Force attacked targets in south- l/
western Germany. This was the deepest penetration made by our fightars,
who escorted the bombers during the entire mission. Twenty-three enemy

fighters were shot down; we lost 22 bombers and 12 fighters.

2. The War Department is keeping our Military Attache in England
abreast of reports received from various socurces concerning Garman /

heavy long-range rockets and their possible employment.

3., The War Department has issued orders transferring Ceneral
Eisenhower to duty as Commanding General of US Forces in the European
Theater, and relieving General Devers from the latter theater to command
US Forces in the North African Theater. The effective date of this

exchange will be arranged between these officers.

L, Weather conditions were generally good along the eastern front P/
during 30 Decembar when the Soviets advanced 17 miles in the area between
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Korosten and Zhitomir and captured Kazatin. OStubborn enemy resistance
continues around Zhitomir itself. North of Kirovograd the enemy continued
his attacks. West and south of Zaporozhe the Soviets advanced nine mileas.
At Vitebsk enemy counterattacks have checked Soviet progress to the north-
west and Soviet efforts to storm the city from the east were fruitless.

The Germans shelled Leningrad.
MEDITERRANEAN

1. More than 100 B-17's with fighter escort dropped 306 tons of
borbs on the Rimini and Ferrara railroad yards in northern Italy on 29
December; many hits were scored on tracks and buildings. One hundred
and two B-26's dropped 150 tons of bombs on other railrcad yards and
bridges in central Italy. Generally good results were reported. Twenty-
four A-36's again attacked Civitavecchia harbor and cther light aircraft
hit enemy lines of communication. On the Dalmatian coast, 12 P-L0O's

damaged a 6,000-ton freighter near Pel jesac.

2, Milied Commandos landed at Argento, north of the Gariglianc,
during the nirht of 29 December; no details have been reported. American ‘/
forces attacked east of Acquafondata early on 30 December and the 2nd
Moroccan Division captured the peak of V. Casale as well as an adjoining
crest.
Along the Eighth Army front heavy German artillery and mortar
fire nullified gains by the Canadians in the center of their sector but

they continued to advance along the road to Pescara, being now about two
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miles beyond Ortona.

ABIATIC THEATER

Ten P-L0's of the 10th Air Force scored hits on the runway of the
Myitkyina airdrome, on 29 Dacember., One (probably two) enemy planes
were shot down; one P-L0 is missing, Between 27 and 30 December RAF
planes carried ocut cffensive reconnaissance missions against enemy lines
of communication in central Burma, attacked Japanese installations and

troop concentrations near Mandalay and at Buthidaung (north of Algrab).

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWNEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. During the night of 28-29 December, 21 enemy bombers raided
Finschhafen causing no damage; one rnid:ur was shot down.

The next day the Japanese brought strong but unsuccessful
pressure to bear against our eastern beachhead at Cape Gloucester; they
have already sustained 700 casualties in this area. By noon of 30
December Allied forces had captured Cape Gloucester and its airfields,
and were consolidating their positions. In northeastern New Ouinea
our ground forces met strong resistance at Hlucher Point.

Allied air foreces continued to give strong support to our
ground forces., On 29 December 118 heavy and medium bombers attacked
enemy defense positions fiear the main (easterly) air strip at Cape Gloucester
and along Borgen Bay. Other Allied planes attacked targets elsewhere on
New Britain and along the northeast New Cuinea coast, and started fires
along the waterfront at Ceram, where four enemy planes were destroyed.

i
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2. Dur ground forces on Bougainville patrolled more than a mile
beyond the perimeter of the Torokina beachhead on 29 December without

making contact with the enemy.

3. Navy planes bombed Nauru at dawn on 28 December destroying an

ammunition dump.
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MEDITERRANEAN

1. A total of 126 US heavy bombers escorted by 148 fighters bombed
the Rimini railrcad yards and nearby targets on 28 December; one P-38
failed to return. Seventeen B=2lj's attacked the railroad yards at
Vicenzaj nineteen (probably 2L) of some 50U enemy planes encountered were
shot down; eleven B-2lL's were lost of which some may have landed in
friendly territory.

. Medium and light bombers heavily attacked the airdromes at
Ciampine; Guidonia (where five enemy aircraft were destroyed on the
ground), and Centccelle, railroad facilities at Pistoia, Orvieto, and
Ferentino, as well as targets at Civitavecchiaj no enemy aircraft were
encountered on these missions., P=l0's raided installations at Nettune

and Anzio, hitting the wharf and mole at Anzio.

2. There was little change in the situation on the Fifth Army
front during 29 December; patrols reached Acquafondata. The advance
of the French Moroccan troops into the Monti Marrcne hill mass was
hampered by snow, supply difficulties and heavy opposition.

The right flank of the Eighth Army made a general advance,

Canadian units pushing west and northwest of Ortona,

3. During the week ending 16 December, 103,3l1 tons of supplies,
3,805 vehicles, and 17,429 persons were discharged at Italian west coast
ports, with Naples carrying the majority of the traffie. Corresponding

figures for east coast ports were 63,060 tons of supplies, L,758 wvehicles
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and 8,58 persons. The tonnages indicate a substantial increase cver
tha preceding wesk. Port discharges at Barli have regained tha level
attained pricr to the destructive attack by enemy airoraft on the night

of 1-Z Deceamber.

L. Major Osperal Mathan F. Twining has been relisved from command
of the 13th Air Foree in the Bouth Pscific Area and assigned to command
the 15th Air Force in the North African Theater.

ASIATIC THEATER

Japanese bombers and fighters attacked a 1hth Air Force advanced
base on 27 December, destroying one airplane on the ground and damag-
ing another., Our fighter plansa engaged the enemy's escort alroraft,
shooting down four (probably nine) for a loes of one fightar,

The next day 1lith Air Force B=25's sank a 200-foot ship and damaged
two others in the Yangtze River near Chihchow. Our fighter bombers hit

enamy warshousas near Yochow; all our planes returned to their bases.
PACIFIC AND SOUTHNEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1; Our troops, expanding their besachhesds cn Cape Oloucester,
advanced to within one mile of the airdrcme on 28 December in the face
of sharply increased opposition. The enemy, initially dispossd in a
coastline cordon defenss, is now concentrating against cur east flank,

In northeastern New Ouinea, Allied forces reached Hlucher
Polnt on the coast and captured ancther streng point nerth of Dampu
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in the Ramu Valley.

Fifth Air Foroe planes effectively bombed the Alexishafen,
Madang, and Cape Hoskins ailrdromes, damaged two lel.ﬂ-'lllﬁ transports
near the Celsbes, and again operated against targets of cpportunity
along the New Britain and New Ouinea coasts, and supported our ground
forges in tho Oape Oloucester area. At Babaul there were 16 large and

1l small freighters besides [ive dostroyers and four hundred barges.

2. Twenty-eipht fighter planss from the SBouth Pacifie, patrolling
over Ravaul at noon cn 27 December, engaged 50 to &0 enssy fighters,
destroying 17 for a loss of cna Navy plane. BHRetuming to Rabaul the
next morning, our fighters engaged another large forge of enemy planss
destroying 26 (probably 33) for a loss of thres planes, B-2l's attacked
the Buka area, 25 heavy and medium bembers hit Kahili, and a foree of
77 Navy bombers attacked antisireraft and coastal guns in the Poporang,
Shortland and Faisl areas. All enemy landing flelds on Bougainville wers

unserviceabls that day.

3. Boventeen B-2li's dropped 51 tons of bombe on Wotje on 26 Decesber,
One Japanese fighter was shot downj we lost two B-Zl's, Thirteen Navy
planes probably damaged several small ships in a raid on Jaluit,

GENERAL

The War Department notifisd Oenerals MasArthur, Harmen and Stilwell
that a policy of rotating personmel from their areas to the U8 will
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become effective on 1 March 19L4L. Initally the rumber to be returned
will be limited to one per cent of the theater strength per month, but
may be increased later as the shipping situation and cther conditions
permit, The selection of the personnel to be returnad is left to the

discretion of theater commandars.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

Soviet pressure east of Vitebsk increased during 20 December

while northwest of the town enemy counterattacks checked further Soviet

advances. The Soviets continued their progress on a broad front west
of Kiev and are now five miles east of Korosten, 1k miles east of
Zhitomir and 18 miles east of Berdichev., The Germans now hold high
ground favorable for defense. MNorth of Kirovograd the enemy counter-

attacked to check the increasing Soviet pressure.
MEDITERRANEAN

1. Targets for ocur medium bombers on 27 December ware tha
Poggibongi railroad yards, viaducts at Recco and Zoagli, and shipping
near Zara; no enemy fighter reaction was reported over these tarpgets.
Fighter planes attacked factories and the rallway at Anagni, the harbor
and raliway yards at Civitavecchia, destroyed rolling stock south of

Ancona, and patrolled the battle area. All our aircraft returned.

2, Fierce fighting flared on the Fifth Army front during 27
December when the enemy strongly attacked Puntafiume but failed to
take the town. Our troops occupied the heights overleooking Viticuso
from the south, and French llnrur::mu pushed further into the Monti
Marrone hill mass.

Eighth Army patrols operated in the Casoll area and cut the
road north of Arielli at several points., Canadian units have clearaed

the enemy from Ortona.

e,
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3. The snamy has ocooupisd Korcula Island; Partisan troopas were
evaguated by 26 December.

ASIATIC THEATER

1. 10th Adr Forcs opsrations for 26 and 27 December included
attacks by 19 madiim bombers against snemy camps in the Tanga area
of wegtern Burea and by 16 A=35's whish skip=bombed Japaness tranches
in the Tarung River reglon. During this pericd the RAF bombed and
machine-gunned enesy positions and camps along the western Burmess
barder and destroyed railroad rolling stock in central Burma.

2. On 27 Docomber eight P-LO's of the 1hth Adr Forocs sst fire to
four barrecks at Phu Tho, machine-gunnsd the airdrome at Dong Cuong and
the railroad station and barracks at Csm Duong. In the Tungting Lake
region, tan P-l0's machine-gunned an airdrome at Yochow, and sank a
200-foot freighter. All our aircraft returmed, Enemy planss attacked
Sulohwan; details are lacking.

3. The War Departsent instructed Oeneral Stilwell to deliver to
Brigadier Oeneral Earl 8. Hoag, commanding the India-China Wing, Air
Transport Cosmand, the cosmendation of The President for its accomplish-
ment of transporting ten thousand tons over "The Hump" into China
during the pericd 1-25 Decemberj the message alsc states that Tha
Fresident has diregted the citation of the Wing and conveys his parscnal
thanks to every officer and man concerned,

=
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PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. On 27 December our Cape Gloucester forces, supported by tanks,
pushed to within two miles of the airdrome against enemy resistance;
one of our columns repulsed four counterattacks. Patrol clashes were

reported in the Arawe area.
In New Ouinea, Allied troops cccupied Waringai on Huon Peninsula

and captured a strongpoint in the Ramu Valley seven miles north of Dumpu.
Thirty-seven (probably 38) enemy bombers and fighters, from
three missions attempting early morning attacks on our Arawe beachhead,
were destroyed by fire from our air, ground and naval uwnits, In addition
to furnishing air support for our ground operations, Allied aircraft
attacked the Madang, Cape Gloucester, Cape Hoskins and Kavieng airdromes

and adjacent areas and bombed enemy installations near Bogadjim.

2, In Bougainville our bombers attacked supply dumps at Hahili
on 27 December, harassed enemy troops near Kieta, and pounded the float

plane anchorage and antlaircraft positions at Buka.

GENERAL /

Under authority of Executive Order 9L12, the Secretary of War
assumed control of the railroads as of 1900, 27 December 1943.

Responsibility for executing the mmtin-urdnr was delegated by
the Secretary of War to Lieutenant General Frehon Somervell, Commanding
Qeneral, Ammy Service Forces. Responsibility for operational control
of the railroads was delegated to Major General C. P. Gross, Chief of
Transportation.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

On 27 December the Soviets made an important advance, cutting
the Vitebsk-Polotsk railrcad about 25 miles northwest of the former

eity. The Soviet offensive southeast of Zhitomir advanced scme 10

miles; the Red Armies are now 21 miles southeast of Zhitomir and 17

milas northeast of Easzatin, and are exerting pressure against Korosten.

MEDITERRANEAN

—_—

1. Large-scale B-26 attacks were carried out on the railroad
yards at Prato, Empoli and Pistoia on 26 December; good results were

reported. 'Iua.t.h-ur restricted cperations in support of ground troops.

2. 'The noon, 27 December, reports indicate that the Eighth Army
was making slow progress through Ortona and along a five-mile fromt
further inland, Units of the Fifth Army advanced astride the highway

to Cassino and made further gains in the Meonti Sammucro hill masa.

ASTATIC THEATER

1. On Christmas Day 16 RAF bombers dropped 27 tons of explosives
on the station at Ymataung. During that day and the next lighter air-
eraft continued their attacks on enemy-held villages in western Burma.

On the 26th 72 RAF fighters intercepted S0 enemy planes west of Chittagong,

shooting down five for a loss of one Spitfire.
On 26 December nine B-25's of the 10th Air Force bombed an
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enemy camp at Yanan in northwestern Burma, while 13 P-308's destroyed
three enemy planes during an attack on a Japanese airdrome near Maymyo.

2. Escorted Japanese bombers attacked our Namning airfield on
26 December without damage. Twe B=25's of the lith Air Force destroyed

a beached vessel off Toning Island, northeast of Hengkong.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. Enemy planes raided our Arawe beachhead positions three times
during the night of 25-26 December causing some damage. Two enemy dive
bombers were shot down the next morning when over 100 Japanese alrcraft
were over the area, while three ground attacks against our right flank
were repulsed. On Cape Oloucester cur troops have congolidated their
beachheads and are advancing inland. Targets at Borgen Bay and the air
strips are now under cur artillery fire. In New Cuinea Allied troops
continued their mopping up operations at Wandockai. Allied air operations
during the pericd consisted of harassing attacks by a force of 115 US
heavy and medium bombers on enemy positions on New Britain and a night
attack against Kavieng by Australian patrol bombers which caused fires

in the dispersal areas and ammunition dumps.

2. On 26 December 18 medium bombers attacked enemy bivouac areas
at Kahili while seven others bombed and machine-gunned the radar station
at Cape St. Gecrge. One B-25 failed to return. A 77-plane Navy mission

bombed and machine-gunned the Kieta area. Reconnaissance planes attacked

-l
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small ensmy shipping off East Cape and Rabaul.

3.+ Nine Central Pacific heavy bombers attacked Wotje on 23 December;

three (prebably four) of 35 enemy fighters encountered near Tarca were
shot down. The next day bomber missions were carried out against Nauru
and Wotje without interception although heavy antiaireraft fire was
encountered over Nauru. One Ventura bomber did not return., One of our
reconnaissance planes attacked two small enemy freighters scutheast of
Kwajalein leaving one sinking,

Enemy planes raided cur installations at Makin and Tarawa
during the period; twe enemy planes were shot down; one of our fighters

was lost.
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

The 10,000-ton US tanker "Chapultepec®™ was torpedoed 83 miles
northeast of Cristobal cn 26 Decesber; the ship arrived at that port
later that day.

EUROFEAN THEATER

Allead

1. Additional bomber missicne dispatched by the veeedsss Expediticnary
Air Forces against military objectives in northern France on 2l December
totaled 370 aireraft which, together with the 26 squadrons of escorting

fighters, brought the total sorties for that day to more than 2,300.

2. MAllied bombers attacking an enemy surface force of some twelve
vessels in the Bay of Biscay on 2l December possibly set fire to a 6,000-
ton freighter. That night Allied aircraft maintained contact with the
enamy force and the following day again sttacked it, starting a large
fire on one vessel and scoring near misses on others. One heavy bomber
crashed into the sea.

3. MAlthough weather conditions deteriorated in the south, the
Soviets on 26 December made important advances west of Eiev toward
Zhitomir, They are now 31 miles to the east of that town on the Zhitomir-
Fastov railroad and 20 miles from Fastov on the reilroad rumning south-
west from the latter city. Radomyshl, 19 miles south of Malin, is again
in Soviet hands and enemy preparaticns for further advances on Kisv
have been again checked., Despite rain and show thers was considerable
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tank action. The Soviets continued their offensive against Vitebsk,
being now 1l miles from that city to the northwest and eight miles to

the south.
MEDITERRANEAN

1. Thirty-five escorted B-2L's from the 12th Air Force attacked
the airdrome at Vieenza on 25 December. Two enemy airplanes were
destroyed in aerial combatj six of our fighters are missing. Sixty-six
B-17's escorted by 115 fighters dropped 186 tons on the Bolzano rail-
road yards; one bomber was destroyed by antiaircraft fire. Eipghty-eight
medium bombers obtained excellent effect on the Pisa railroad yards

while other Allied aircraft patrolled the battle area.

2. Further small gains were made on the Fifth Army front during 26
December, additional positions being cccupied on the forward slopes of
Monti Sammucro. Active patrolling continued. ﬁﬂupita bad weather and
stiff enemy resistance, the Eighth Army occupied the greater part of
Ortona nn-:i. completed the capture of Villa Grande. Artillery exchanges

continued throughout the day.

3. Casualty figures to 23 December are as follows:

Fifth Army Killed  Wounded Missing  Totals
uUs 2,432 10,501 3,295 16,328
British 1,66k 7,009 2, Bes 11,538
French 120 890 Ll 1,05k
Ttalian 109 191 262 528

Eighth Army 2,159 7,895 1,896 11,950

6,48l 26,586 8,362 L1,u52
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Prisonars of war captured by components of the Fifth Army

were reported as follows:
Us 2,91k
British 1,660

French 15
Italian 9

L,598

The Eighth Army has captured 2,723 prisconers of war.

. Reporting the possibility of a typhus epidemic in Naples
Genearal Eisenhower has informed the War Department that on 21 December
there were 15l known civilian cases of typhus in the city. There were
no American cases, US doctors, operating directly under Allied Force

Headquarters are taking charge of control measures.

ASIATIC THEATER

1. Twelve British medium bombers scored direet hits on the rail-
road station and yards at Mandalay on 2l December; one bomber did not

return.

2. Escorted B-2Li's of the lhth Air Force attacked an enemy airfield
near Canton on 24 December. Many hits were cbserved in the tarpet area.
A large force of enemy fighter planes attacked our mission while in
the target area, and our bombers and fighters shot down 19 Eprnbab;L;r 29)
of the enemy aircraft for a loss of one bomber and one fighter.

The next day two B-25's piloted by Chinese airmen bombed and

probably sank a 300-foot passenger ship northeast of Canton.

=3=
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PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. Allied forces advancing beyond Finschhafen cccupied Wandokal
on 2l Dagember, capturing much equipment and ammunition. Allied patrol
bombers hit Oasmata and machine=-gunned small craft in that area, On 25
December, 15 bombers and fighters attacked enemy positions on Cape
#loucester while others hit the Alexishafen runway, buildings and barges.

(me enemy bomber was shot down near Arawe.

2. Following a naval and air bombardment American amphibious forces
made unopposed dawn landings on either side of Cape Gloucester and
cooupied Long Island on 26 December. Preliminary reports indicate that
practically no losses were sustained., Fighter cover was provided by
the S5th Air Forece which drove o_ﬂ‘ strong enemy alr counterattacks against
our beachheads and shipping. Sixty-one enemy planes including 36 bombers
wers destroyed in alr combat. We lost one ship and three others sustained

minor damage. Seven of our planes failed to return.

3. Our carrier-based aircraft attacked enemy shipping at Kavieng
during the early morning hours of Christmas Day sinking one destroyer,
two large freighters and three barges. A second destroyer and several
smaller freighters were damaged and three enemy aircraft were destroyed
for the loss of one of our fighters. Land-based fighters, escorting
B-2L's which bombed Rabaul that day, destroyed 13 (probably 20) of some
60 intercepting enemy planes; four of our fighters did not return. Navy
aireraft attacked antiaircraft positions at Kangu Hill, Motupina Point,

-.-h—-
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Buka, and Bonis and provided air support for our ground troope near

Cape Torckina.

L+ Advanced detachments of the 38th Infantry Division have arrived
in Hawaii. The first echelon ef the LOth Infantry Division has left

Hawail for Cuadalcanal.
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Directives have been issued for the movement of the 13th Airborne
Division (Major Gensral Elbridge 0. Chapman, Jr.) from Fort Bragg,
North Carolima to Camp Mackall, North Carolina, for airborne training,

EUROPEAN THEATEH |

1. A P=i7 mission bombed (lles-pijen airfield, Helland, om 23
December reporting good nlu.ltl.;’/hut- night J15 RAF heavy bombera
again attacked Berlin with over 1300 tons of bomba,, Fifteen planss
falled to return and two others creshed in England. British Mosguite
bembers harassed targets in Cermany at Aachen, Dulaburg and Ledpsig,

- 2. Boviet units attacking Vitebak have made short advances to

within 15 miles of the eity on three sides. The aggressivemsss of
tha Boviets southwest of Zhlobin on 24 December was neutralized by

sassy attacks durlng the past 24 hours.
=
MECL THRRANEAN

1, Weather conditions over the Italian front hampered alr pperstions
oft 24 December, Railroad yards and warehouses at Cecina were attacked by
25 B=26's, and an offensive fighter patrol, umable to reach ita target
in Yogealavia, destroyed an enemy plane over the Adriatdic,

/a. Fifth Army units renewsd their attasks against enesmy positions
puarding Cassino on 25 December. Eighth Army troops reorganized positions

1,
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on recently captured ground; heavy fighting in adverse weather

continued in the Ortona area,
/unm_mm

Light and fighter bombers of the 10th Air Force hit the Mingon
ammunition dump and started fires at Namana during 23 December, while
other light bombers provided air support for ground troops cperating
in the Ningbyen and Taro areas. That night a total of 28 US and RAF
B-24's attacked targets at Bangkok, our 19 B-24's hitting the rail
terminals with good results., RAF planes on other missions hit Kalemyo
on 22 December, dropped supplies to Allied forces and harassed the

Fort White area,

1. MAllied forces advancing along the Huon peninsula reached a
point two miles southeast of Wandokai on 24 December., Eight enemy
aircraft attacked our positions at Arawe before dawn but caused
littls damage.

7 The 5th Alr Force concentrated its power against enemy posi-
tions and installatione in the Cape (Gloucester area that day, a total
of 89 B-24's, seven B-26's, 47 B-25's and 34 A-20's participating in
the attacks., Twelve B-25's bombed and machine-gunned enemy<held
villages on the northwest coast of New Britain while dive bombers
attacked suspected barge hideouts northwest of Arawe and along the

2
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northeast New Guinea coast, Dutch B-25's started fires in the
barracks area at Atamboea in central Timor. Allied patrol bombers
started large fires at Kavieng and hit a transport northwest of
Rabaul and a destroyer off Garove Island,

2, 1In the 23 December attack by 1B escorted B-24's on the
Lakunai airdrome at Rabaul, 30 (probably 36) intercepting Japanese
aircraft were destroyed for & loss of four Navy fightera. The next
day, a similar mission pourded the nearby Vunakanau runway and shot
down 35 (probably 40) more enemy planes, Two Navy bombers destroyed
two of nine enemy fighters encountered near Rabaul, Other Allied
heavy and medium bombers attacked Kieta, the Bonis seaplane base,

Falsl, Buka and targets in northwest Choiseul.

3. Nineteen B-24's bombed shipping and shore installations at W

Ewajalein on 24 December setting fire to two cargo vessels, Escorted L'
A-24's raided Mili, bombing enemy installations and destroying two
of six intercepting Japanese fighters,
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OQENERAL

The War Department has directed its senior overseas commanders
to take immediate steps to insure that no name is painted on airplanes,
elothing, or equipment which might be used as propaganda material by
the enemy or whisch might tend to bring punitive action against air
force perscnnel falling into his hands.

EUROFEAN THEATER

1. PBAF heavy bombers attacked military objectives in the
Abbeville area during the night of 22-23 December and sowed mines off
La Pallice, Lorient, Cherbourg and Le Havre. Mosquites performed
harassing missions against Frankfurt and the precision instrument works
at Bonn.

Eneny planes operated that night over the southeast coast of
England, causing a few casualties and minor damage.

2. A forece of more than 1,300 US planes, including the largest
mumber of heavy bombers ever dispatched by the 8th Air Force, attacked
military objectives in the Fas de Calails area on 2l December. Other
Allied planes attacked targets in France during the day, ineluding the
. airfields at Morlaix and Brest-Ouipaves. Fighter opposition was
negligible; all of our aireraft returmed,

3. The Soviets renewed their attacks along the Nevel-Vitebsk
railroad on 2 December and reached Gorodok, 20 miles northeast of

s
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Vitebsk. The Soviets alsc counterattacked southwest of Zhlebin and

northwest of Malin.
MEDITERRANEAN

l. On 23 December, Allied medium bombers scored hits on the
railroad yards and bridges at Imperia as well as on the Ventimiglia
yards and the approaches to the Antheor viaduct. Bad weather cur-

tailed air operations in support of ground troops.

2. During 2l December Allied forces maintained patrol activity.
The Fifth Army captured additional hilltops in the Monti Cavallo area.
Progress was made by the center of the Eighth Army which eaptured
Vezzani, The French Army Corps has come under the operational

command of the Fifth Army.

ASTATIC THEATER

Two Chinese-piloted B-25's of the lhth Adr Force sank a LOO-foot
freighter 105 miles south of Hongkong on 22 December. The following
day, 29 escorted E-2l,'s bombed hangars, revetments, and the rumway at
the White Cloud airdrome at Canton; at least six intercepting enemy
planes were destroyed. All of our bombers returned. Thirteen P-38's
caused heavy damage and casualties in a raid on Huang Shan Ko (north-

east of Tungting Lake) and on their return flight sank gix sampans.,

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. On the night of 22-23 December Kavieng, Casmata, and Cape

2
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Oloucester were targeta for Allied air missicns.

Early the next morning eneny aircraft made a light radd
againet our Arawws beashhead.

Over wastarn New Britaln where air resonnaissance revealed
concentrations of enemy suppliss and troops near Natamo and Cape
Bushing, Allisd air missions including &0 B-2h's were sspecially
nctive, The Caps Hoakins and Oasmata rurmways and other coastal
targets were alsc sttacked at a cost to the enemy of two parked alr-
craft, barges and other equipment.

In New Ouinea, cur ground forces poshed ome mile northwest
of Hebika, Ferty-seven medium bosbers scored hite on the Alsxishafen
airfisld, while cur lighter aircraft harassed villages and barge
hidecuts along the northeastern coant.

2. Bixtesn B=Zl's of the 13th Adr Force bombed Chinatown on 23
December, and 18 escorted B=2k's, using 108 half-ton bombe, damaged
the revetment arean and rumwy of the Lalunal airdroms at Rebaulj
twe anemy fighters were destroyed. Seventsen B-26's hit enemy gun
peaitions on Schana Island. Miner missions wers [lown against enemy
instaliations at Kahili, Shertland Island, Kieta, Boks and Bonis,
and our fighters maimtained their patrols over the Torciina area.

hs Rita
J.'ggm Arey and Navy bosbers attacked Fwajalein;
33 Army and Navy light airoraft hit installstions and shipping st
Emid) Island, in the Jaluit group, & medium freighter being damaged.
We lost one light bosber.
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The next day 28 Army and Navy light bembers and fighters
machine-gunned ground targete at Mili and set fire to & freighter.

One (probably two) enemy planes were destroyed,
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N E}nr’n# the 22 December attacks a total of 569 B-17's and B-2L's,

EUROPEAN THEATER

epcortad by 568 fiphters ,dropped nearly 1,100 tons of high explosives

MEDITERRANEAN

1, Despite unfavorable weather on 22 December, 36 light bombers

east coadt of Italy. Other ied aircraft attacked’enemy positions,

nmytﬁiicatiunu and transpdrtation on the Eigh y front. Two fighter

n{rcraft were lost.

2.

ASTATIC THEATER

1. On 22 December 22 P-l0's of the 10th Air Force, ea

two 300-po demolition bombs, ked an enemy t ng center and a

tomn Namdaw, meeting se but inac antiaireraft fire. One
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P-Lo /mxo/-w. mpp/ﬂwﬁn operatens in the rwf

2. Escorted B—ES'-/DJ‘ “the lhtfl.:i.r Force

bers again rt-t-mkgnt'émr Kurming
ware destroyed. Hi:nﬁ'r dazage was

£!u-1;r on 22 December our troops in the Arawe beachhead were
gubjected to a three-hour air which caused some damage. During the
day our heavy bombers and fighters, totaling more than 100 aircraft,

poundsd enemy installations and shipping in western New Britain.

B-251g damaged two &§,000-ton trans
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Army and Névy planes attacked lo

other small craft at nearby Ap¥itle Island. All Japanese runways on

3.

were shot

caused gome damage; Makin ineffectively atuupﬂ/ on 19 December and
!-gl.i.l‘/on 20 December by small numbers of enemy bombers.,
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EURCFEAN THEATER

l. Beall mmbers of German aireraft penetrated to the London
area on the night of 19-20 December and cperated cver southeastern
England during the next two nights.

During the night of 20-2Z1 December S28 RAF bombers dropped
more than 2,000 tons of high explosives and incendiaries on Frankfurt)
Ll heavy bombars were loet. Other RAF planes laid sea mines off the
Frisian Inlands and bombed targets at Fheindshlen, Lisge, Leverkusen,
Doisburg and Mannheim. Seven British Navy bombers destroyed a 150-foot
vassel and damaged another off Calals. RAF alroraft continued their

harassing raids on the following night.

2. TUB B-26's dropped 122 tons of high exploeives on special
installations in the Pas de Calais area and the enemy airfield at
Berck sur Mer on 21 December. Supporting P-47's shot down four (probably
five) enemy fighters attempting to attack the B-26'sj all ocur planea
returned.

Strong formations of escorted Gth Adr Force heavy bombers
attacked targets in northwestern Oermany cn 22 December in the face of
determined snemy fighter resistance. Thirty-eight enssy planes wers
destroyed for a loss of 21 of cur bombers and four fighters,

3, During the weak snding 17 Decesber the Bth Air Force destroyed
28 (probably L3) enemy aircraft for a loss of 15 heavy bombers, cne B=25




4 LIToVER

WELRINE

TALLINN

ey

wiLmi

N :

L ILETY

'E-'__ K I ROVOGRAD o1,
)

-~

WELINIE Lis
a

T e
BEFRILIEATE Wl —

o vILORDA

,_.-\._\ I
\Tll\‘ S rm‘\f'éq_."—ﬂ-x.

!

J

ikl A

rd AT
| |

QMOSCOw

-
..

DEHTEPRDeE TR0y s

DaTALIN




-------
--------------------

CENTRAL ITALY

OS50 20 30 40 %0 80 TO S0 %0 wo 00 ¥ crpman : - -
CEe —F—1 F— —_— ; —— i—
APPROXIMATE WILES

f e SARDINIA

e




DECLASSIFIRD
0BD Letter, b-8-VH

and five fighters. Our large missions during the period were those

against Kiel, Bremen and Hamburg on the 13th and 16th.

L. Photographs of Kiel show that in our 13 December attack, which
was made through solid cloud cover, the aiming point was squarely hit
with a heavy concentration, the bombing being equal in accuracy to

attacks made in the past on similar targets which were wvisible.

5. The enemy is pressing his attacks arcund Malin and Kirovegrad
but has been unable to push the Soviets back toward the Dnepr River.

MEDITERRANEAN

1. In weather which grounded the Strategic Air Foree during the
night of 20-21 December and the following day our light aircraft flew
offensive missions against enemy communications and positions in the
battle area; Terracina and a probable muniticns factory north of Segni
recelving heavy concentrations with evident effect.

On 21 December enemy planes attacked a slow Allied convoy 120
miles southeast of Malta on its return wvoyage, scoring a near miss on

one freighter which later sank. There were no casualtles.

2. On the Fifth Army front a minor German counterattack in the
Rocca area on 22 December resulted in some casualties on both sides;
our patrols reached Viticusc. The Eighth Army was fighting in the out-
skirts of Arielli and Ortona.

B
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3, During the week ending § December, 62,022 tons of supplies,
3,808 vehicles, and 19,L92 perscns were discharged at Itallan west coast
ports. Corresponding figures for east coast ports were Lk, 7Ll tons of

supplies, 3,126 vehicles, and 37,261 perscns.

L. The Mediterranean Air Command and the Northwest African Alr
Force have been combined into a single headquarters designated as the
Mediterranean Allied Air Forces, with Air Marshal Tedder as Commander
and Lieutenant General Carl Spaatz as Deputy. General Spaatz has
relinguished command of the US 12th Air Forece to Brigadier General John
K. Cannon. In general the existing organization of tactical, strategic

and coastal air forces remains unchanged.

ASIATIC THEATER

1. Sixteen ‘1Dth Air Force B-25's scored observed effect on enemy
supply installations at Monywa on 20 December. Forty-four P-lio's
attacked an eneny camp &b Kamaing and an enemy troop concentration at
Taihpaga. The next day, LL P-L0's and two A-36's again heavily attacked
Taihpaga. Eighteen B-25's escorted by 16 P-38's bombed the Myitnge
bridge reporting bursts at one end.

British heavy bombers attacked the railroad stations at Prome
and Monywa while lighter aircraft hit other villages in central Burma
on 20 December. Wellingtons caused damage at Sagaing on the following
day.
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2. Twenty-nine unescorted B-2l's of the lhth Air Force bombaed
the railroad yards at Chiengmail, in Thailand, on 21 December. Ware-
houses, trackage and rolling I-‘t-ﬂ-ck.ﬂl"l hit and sevéral large fires
started. B-25's escorted by P-L0's started large fires at Hwajaung in
the Tungting Lake region.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. Allied forces, advancing along the Huon Peninsula, occcupied
Hubika on 21 December. At Arawe there was little change in the ground
situation but considerable air activity; there wers two raids before
dawn, 15 or 20 dive-bombers with cover attacked our shipping at noom,
two vessels being hit but not sinking, and about 100 enemy planes were
over the area during midafternocon. Sixteen (probably 19) enemy planes
ware destroyed by our fightera.

Fifty-four B-24's and 59 other bombers attacked dumps,
bivouacs, and other enemy targets at and near Cape Gloucester. Twenty-
four B-25's damolished enemy gun positions and buildings at the Madang
airfield; one B-25 was shot down by antiaircraft fire. Our light air-
graft attacked Cape Hoskins airfield, targets along the northwest coast
of New Britain and the northeast ccast of New Guinea and hit small enemy
shipping throughout the area. Eleven B-2li's started large fires at the
eanemy airfield at Amahai in Ceram. That night two patrol B-2lL's sank &
6,000-ton freighter northeast of Rabaul.

2. Despite bad weather, six B-25's bombed enemy installaticns in
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southwestern Bougainville on 21 December and a search plane machine-

gunned barges west of New Ireland. The next day search planes attacked
small craft in St. George Channel.
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

The 7,000-ton Liberty ship James Withycombe with a §1L,000,000
pargo for the Southwest Pacific went aground on a reef two miles east
of Cristobal on 20 December. The ship was so damaged that it was

reported as good for salvage only.

EUROFEAN THEATER

1. US air units in the UK destroyed 107 (probably 129) enemy

planes during the week ending 12 December for a loss from all causes

of 17 heavy bombers and three fighters. The RAF destroyed nine (probably

ten) enemy aircraft losing eleven of their planes, The major operaticn
of this week was an AAF misegion against Emden; there were no large RAF

attacks during the perlod,

2. Flerce fighting continued on 21 December south of Nevel, where

the Soviet attack made slight progress, and around Vitebsk; near Zhlcbin

enemy counterattacks have neutraliged Soviet pressure. The enemy
renewed his offensive north and south of Malin but made no progress.
He also counterattacked southeast of Kirovograd where Soviet pressure
has been increasing during the last ten days. Southeast of Nikopol
the Soviets contimied their efforts tc overrun the enemy bridgehead
across the Dnepr.

UEDITERRANEAN

—

1. The Athens-Eleusis airdrome was again bombed by 109 B=17's

=1=
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UED Lutml 6-8-78

escorted by 66 P-38's on 20 December, the target being well covered;

19 (probably 22) enemy aircraft were destroyed for a loss of three
B-17's and six P-3f's. Thirty-seven escorted BE-2i's attacked Sofia
railroad yards alsc obtaining excellent effect and destroying nine
(probably 12) of 25 enemy ailrcraft encountered; one BE-2l; and two P-38's
were lost. Light aircraft attacked motor transport in the Chieti area
and started fires in & fuel dump at -Bolognano. GSLE sorties were flowm
in support of our ground trocps. Five planes were lost in these opera-

ticne.

2. Hard fighting but no significant changes were reported for 21
December on the Fifth Army front. The Eighth Army made further small

gains against strong cppesition.

3. BEritish bombers mined Salamis Harbor during the night of 19-20
December, attacked the dockyard area on Lercs Island, and successfully

dropped supplies in Albania, Oreece and Yugoslavia.

ASIATIC THEATER

Twelve B-26's of the llth Air Force with 22 P-L0's as escort attacked

Nanhsien and Ansiang on 19 December reporting excellent results. The
following day 11 escorted B-26's caused observed damage in the railroad

yards at Yochow. All our planes returned.
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DROLASSIFIED
EU Latter, B-8=TH

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. Catalinas attacked an enemy convey off the west cocast of New
Ireland during the night of 19 December, probably destroying one 6,000~
ton vessel and damaging a second as well as an 8,000-ton ship. Of
fifteen enemy aireraft over Kiriwina and Goodenough Islands that night,
one was shot down.

The next day, 18 Australian alrcraft damaged Vunakanau air-
drome, machine-gunned buildings west of Cape Orford, and destrcyed small
enemy shipping in Wide Bay. 5th Air Force planes attacked enemy targets
near Arawe, Cape Gloucester and Borgen Bay and along the New Guinea
coast, as well as the enemy's Alexishafen airfield installaticns.

On Huon Peninsula, Allied troops advancing along the coast

reached the high ground southwest of Fortification Point.

2. During the night of 19-20 December Torckina-based night fighters
bombed Japanese positions south of our beachhead.. The next day Army and
Navy bombers and fighters in over 140 sorties centinued their attacks

on ground targets and barges throughout the Bougeinville area.

3. During the night of 18-19 December a Catalina set fire to a
large freighter at the Kwajalein Atoll. On 19 December, 12 Makin-based
fighter planes, as well as 1l B-2's from Nanomea, attacked Mili,

Eleven Canton-based B=2lL's dropped 15 tons of bombs on a radio station
and tank farm near Taros late in the afterncon. Mili was again attacked
on 20 December, this time by 19 B-2L's with 5L0 100-pound general purpose

-3~
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08D Lettor, p-8.78

bombs. Nine (probably 17) enemy planes were destroyed in these opera-

tions for a loss of three of ours.

L. According to latest report, 1l enlisted men are dead as a
result of the sinking of the Cape S8an Juan socutheast of the Fijis
on 11 November; two officers and 100 enlisted men are missing; 62

officers and 1158 enlisted men were rescued.
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DECLASBIFIED
08D Letter, 5-8-78

WESTERN HEMISPHERE

The War Department issued directives for the movement of the
3lst Infantry Division (Major General J. C. Persons) from Camp
Pickett, Virginia to the Hampton Roads Port of Embarkation for ship-

ment overseas.

EUROPEAN THEATER

1. During the night of 19-20 December, seven enemy bombers

penetrated to the London area dropping a few bombs which caused

miner damage.

2. Bremen was the target for a large escorted heavy bomber
mission of the Bth Air Force cn 20 December. Preliminary reports
indicate that numercus fires were started in the target area and
that L0 enemy fighters were shot down by our aircraft; 25 of our
bombere and five of our fighters failed to return.

9th Air Force medium bombers attacked military objectives

in northern France without loss.

3. Heaviest fighting on the eastern front is around Nevel; the
main Soviet -ffor't. is now midway between Nevel and Vitebsk where a
slight advance was made during 20 December. North of Malin the enemy
sounterattacked and checked a Soviet effort to eject the Cermans

from their newly gained pesitions.
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DECLASSIFIED
08D Letter, 5-3-78

MEDITERRANEAN

1, On 19 December 101 B-17's, escorted by 78 P-38's, dropped
261 tons of bombs on the Innsbruck railroad yards causing observed
damage; 2L (probably 38) enemy planes were destroyed for a loss of
seven of our bombers. The Messerschmitt plant at Augsburg was the
target for 50 escorted B-2li's which bombed through a heavy overcast
that prevented observation. This mission destroyed 13 (probably 21)
of some 60 enemy planes encountered; four of the B-2li's failed to return.
Medium bomber missions totaling 156 aireraft hit enemy communications
at Perugia, Areszzo, Terni, Agquino, and Foligno, reporting goed results.
Light and fighter bombers supplemented these efforts with successful
attacks against roads, supply areas, and defended positions near the
battle area; Civitavecchia and Arce were especially hard hit. Fighter
aireraft on armed reconnaissance over the Adriatic damaged a vessel
southwest of Split. Six (probably seven) enemy fighters were destroyed

in these operations for a loss of three Allled fighters.

2, On the Fifth Army front patrols pushed two miles up the
Garigliano Valley tc Vandra on 20 December and reached San Vittore
along the highway to Cassino. The US VI Corps captured Monti Cavallo
and made further gains in the hills to the north. A strong counter-
attack dislodged the Moroccans from their recently won positions in
the m‘i‘hrlm:n to the San Michele Pass. The Eighth Army continued to
improve its positions near the Adriatic despite stiff oppesition.
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DECLASSIFIED
DED Lotter, 5-8-78

3. Three all-weather airfields now are being operated in Corsica
by our troops; by next May we expect to operate a total of eleven

airfields on that island.

ASIATIC THEATER

Bombers and fighters of the 10th Alir Force attacked Mogaung and
Myltkylna on 17 December, starting fires in the target areas. The
next day 56 P-l0's attacked enemy troops and supplies northwest of
Mogaung with observed effect. On 19 December escorted B-25's made
a destructive attack on the railroad yards at Kanbalu. Bangkok,
where reconnalissance has revealed large-scale enemy supply and main-
tenance activities, was heavily bombed by 20 US and ten British B-2L's

that night.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. Mllied patrols reached the Itni River and the Arawe airfield
on 19 December without encountering Japanese troops. On Huon Peninsula
our forces, after mopping up small enemy groups, crossed the Masaweng
Hiver.

A total of 100 B-2l's, L& B-25's and nine B-26's dropped
L1L tons of bombs on gun positions, dumps, villages and the runway
at Cape Gloucester. Fifty-four Australian bombers and fighters damaged
the runway, dump area and gun positions at Casmata. Medium bombers
started fires on the enemy airdrome at Madang while octher bombers and
fighters attacked supply dumps, barges and communications near Cape

=3=
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King William and Baidor. Other Alliesd aircraft supported our ground
forcos near Arawe harassing trails at the mouth of the Pulis River,
and attacked enemy shipping near Eailsi Flantation and Owen Point,

2, During the night of 18=19 Decembar ten to fiftesn Japanese

aireraft bombed cur Torckina area causing a few casualtiss,

B:'Lvouc and supply areas northeast of Kahili were bombed
on 19 Decenber by 24 medium bombers. Sixty-seven Navy bombers destroyed
commnications and suppliss and damaged gun positions at Kista. Fighter
airoraft bombed enemy positicns in the Empress Augusts Bay area; one
of our reconnaissance alroraft sank a troop transpert out of an eight-
ship convoy southeast of Dymul Igland,

U8 patrolas were mctive In the wiginlty of Cape Moltks.

3. Makin-based fighters and light bombars completed thelr first
attack mission on 18 Decembar, hitting Mili, destroying six snesy
planes on the ground. There was no alr cpposition. One U3 plane was
lost.

Two enemy planes bosbed Tarawa without damage that night.
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GENERAL

—_—

The War Department has notified the senior commanders
of Army forces coverseas of the policy formulated by The President
governing the issuance of news releases. Under this poliey ne
information having a security value in connection with the war
will be issued in advance, for release to the public at some
future hour; all such information will be given out instead
at the earliest moment consistent with national security, for

immediate publication and broadcast.

EUROPEAN THEATER

1. PRAF Beaufighters carrying torpedoes severely damaged
a 6,000-ton merchant vessel at Lorient on 18 December with a
torpedo hit which struck it amidships and also with cannon
fire. RAF Spitfires attacked military objectives near Abbeville
and patrolled the Brittany area. Onhe enemy airplane operated

over the London area and to the scutheast.

2. "West of Kiev fighting has practically ceased but in
the Kirovograd area the Boviets were aggressive, especially
southeast of the elty, during 19 December. The small enemy
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0BD Letter, 5-3-72

bridgehead east of the Dnepr near Kherson has been eliminated. An
important Soviet advance was mads south of Nevel where the high ground

betwean Nevel and Vitebsk was retaken.
MEDITERRANEAN

1, Bad weather restricted air activity on 18 December. One force
of 38 B-26's attacked the railroad viaduct at Antheor, making no hits,
but 36 others hit a bridge over the Var River. Our fighter planes carried
out ground support missions in the Orscgna and Cassino areas and bombed
a supply dump on the beach at Terracina. Eleven Italian fighter-bombers
attacked the airfield at Podgorica and our fighters harassed shipping

in the eastern Adriatic.

2. During 19 December active patrolling continved on the front of
the Fifth Army. Our IT Corps captured San Pletro and pushed patrols to
within six miles of Cassino. Our VI Corps drove further into the hill
mass northwest of Venafro; the entrance to the San Michele pass is now
firmly in possession of French units. The Eighth Army made further local

gains apainst strong resistance, inflicting heavy casualties on the enemy.

3. Casualty figures to 16 December are as follows:

Fifth Army Killed Wounded Missing  Totals
us 2,225 9,683 3,012 14,920
British 1,650 6,964 2,8l 11,455
French 38 122 A ; 167

Eighth 1,825 6, 8L0 1,773 10,438

L 5,738 23,609 7,633 36,980

i
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08D Letter, 0-8-T8

Prisoners of war captured by components of the Fifth Army were
reported as follows:

us 2,702
British 1,675
French &
Italian L

L, 367

The Eighth Army has captured 2,292 prisoners of war.

ASIATIC THEATER

1. RAF light bombers attacked Teinkaya on 17 December and hit

Kalemyo the following day.

2. 1lth Air Force B-25's, on anti-shipping sweeps in ;c.he South
China Sea on 16 December, damaged ene 350-foot freighter, one 250-feoot
tanker, and one 225-foot three-masted schooner. Five escorted B-25's
successfully bombed Nanhsien in the Tungting Lake area. Twenty-seven
B-2li's scored many hits on the runways and dispersal area at Namsang,
destroying one enemy plane on the ground; escorting fighters destroyed
three other enemy fighter aircraft at a nearby airfield. About 1)
Japanese planes attacked Kunming airdrome 3, five (probably 1) of them
were destroyed without loss but five of our own aircraft on the ground
were damaged. P-38's destroyed small craft on the Yangtze but lost

three of their numbar.
PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. On 18 December, Allied ground forces continued to mop up Cape

-3~
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DECLASSIFIED
08D Letter, 5-8-78

Merkus; our patrels occupied Umlingolu, three miles to the northeast.
On Huon Peninsula Allied troops mopped up south of the S8anga River and
reached the Masaweng River.

During the night of 17-18 December, a number of enemy air
raids were reported over the Arawe beachhead. The following day 16
P-38's engaged between 30 and LO enemy fighters over Cape Raoult. Three
enemy planes were shot down; we lost two P-38's. One hundred and twenty-
nine heavy and medium bembers made heavy attacks against enemy instal-
lations in the Borgen Bay area and the Cape Gloucester and Cape Hoskins
airdromes. A B-2; sank a 2,000-ton tanker near the Vitu Islands. Light
bombers attacked bivouwac and dump areas in the viecinity of Waringai.
Offensive patrols were maintained over western New Guinea and islands to

the msi.

2. An Allied medium bomber used cur new air strip on Stirling
Island for the first time on 17 December. Six enemy fighters were
destroyed and two Allied P-L0's lost in aerial engagements over Rabaul
that day between B3 South Pacific fighters and 30 to LO Japanese air-
craft. Our bombers attacked the airfield at Ballale and other enemy
targets in the Shortlands and on Choiseul and Puka. An Allied search
plane destroyed an B0-foot barge filled with Japanese off the northeast
coast of New Ireland. That night Allied night fighters bombed the
Shortland-Faisi area. Three Japanese planes bombed the anchorage at
Torckina, causing elight damage and a few casualties.

On 18 December 16 B-2l's escorted by 50 fighters bombed Rabaul

=l=




BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND

In|__| 2 - ID.— -.-..-.3:'
T —— ! e —

WILES

HUMA NUMA
L.

EIAKABRA

. MARIRI

"I- .ﬂnrnn Bay
: lBuhmﬂrn L

G TOROKINA ™ Rihm'r.m

EMPRESS
AUGUSTA BAY
MUTUPINA PT, & ‘!;:1

CHOISEUL

. EFalsi |
M___

Alu L.

STIRLING |- SHQ"U |

E=59T2TABCD




DECLASEIFIED
08D Letter, be3a7g

and sghipping in the harbor. One freighter or trecp ship exploded, two
others were set afire; four of L0 to 50 intercepting enemy fighters were
shot down for a loss of four of our fighters. Other effective Army
and Navy bomber and fighter sorties were flown against enemy targets on
Buka, Bougainville, the Shortlands, and Choiseul.

Japanese positione in front of the northeast sector of our

perimeter defense on Bougainville were overrun and ccocupied on 18

December,

3. On 18 December a B-2L bombed Mill without opposition.
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DEOLASEIFIED
08D Lettor, b-5-TH

1, Adverss weathar limited Allisd air activity on 17 December to
tha harassing of targets along the French channel ccast by light air-
eraft.

2. A later report of the Enden raid of 11 December indicatss
that 86 (probably 108} enemy planes were destroyed by our bombers
instead of 117 (probably 137) as previcusly reported. Our losses
ware 15 instead of 17 heavy bombaers.

3. HNo important changes occurred on the Russian front during 18
December. However, around Mevel, and particularly to the south of tha
city, the Soviets are gradvally but slowly increasing thelr pressure

against enemy defenses in this sector.
MEDITERFANEAN

l. Tacticel Air Force light and fighter-bombers attacked snssgy
gun positions and defended areas near Cassino, and scored mamy hits
on railroad yards, barracks, docks and warshouses along the coast south
of Fome during 17 December. Allisd fighter planes machine-gunned and
left smoking a merchant vessel off the Dalmatisn coast; and shot down
three enersy planes in oombat elsewhere over Yugoslavia. Two of our
planes were loat during thess missions.

2. Active patrolling and some small gains were reported along

portions of the Fifth Arey front during the 2k hours ending 1200, 18

=1=
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DECLASBIFIED
08D Letter, B-3-T8

December. The enemy broke contact east of Ban Pletro, on which US troops
are closing in. Heavy fighting continued in the coastal and central

sectors of the Eighth Army line.

3. Middle East aircraft successfully dropped supplies in Albania
and Greece during the night of 16-17 December; mining operations were

carried out against Knalkis Harbor by two British bombers.

ASIATIC THEATER

1. On 15 December, 10th Air Force planes started fires and precbably
axploded an ammunition dump in attacks on towns south of Mogaung.
The next day 10th Air Force planes bombed targets in the
Hukawng Valley in support of ground troops. MNineteen escorted B-2l's
probably destroyed the cement plant at Thayetmyo and other planes

attacked Myitkyina, starting fires in the town and hitting 11 buildings

in the Japanese headguarters area.

2. B-25's of the 1lhth Air Force on shipping sweeps over the South
China Sea on 16 December sank a 175-foot freighter, heavily damaged
another, and shot down one enemy bomber. Other B-25 missions bombed
the docks at Canton and heavily attacked Ouchikow where many hits in
the eity area started large fires.

The next day P-L0O's dive-bombed and machine-gunned enemy
targets at EKunlong, the railroad station at Lac Kay, and boates on the
Red River.
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08D Letier, b-p=70

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. Our ground forces at Arawe extended their perimeter defenses
on 17 December, meeting weak but stubborn resistance. US fighter
patrols, effectively beating off 13 attacks over our beachhead, shot
down 17 (probably 18) enemy planes during the afterncon and night of
15 December and the fellowing morning. On the Huon Peninsula the
Allied forces have crossed the mouth of the Sanga River; inland troops
have captured an enemy-held town two miles northeast of Wareo.

During the night of 16 December, Allied planes sank a submarine J J
nerth ::rfﬂl.n‘{n:&%ﬁmd and damaged another west of Buka. Missions on 17
December included the continuation of the attacks by our heavy bombers
on Capa Glu'-l.muntnr, the bombing and machine-gunning of Sio and other
attacks by our fighters on enemy barges near Reiss Point and in Kelanoa
Harbor. Australian P-li0's bombed barges in the Timika area of western
NHew CGuinea and a Dutch B-25 on reconnaissance damaged an enemy lighter

in the islands to the southwest.

2., During the morning of 15 December, 21 BE-2L's from Nanomea
dropped 25 tons of bombs on the storage area and barracks at Tarca.
Two (probably 10) of 30 intercepting ﬂghhﬂ were destroyed; one of
our planes was shot dewn near the island. The enemy defenders made use
of merial bombs. Ten B-2l's from Canton dropped 17 tons of bombs on

Wotje at sunset. Hits were scored in the bullding area; there was no

interception by enemy fighters.
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

To meet the existing submarine menace within the Panama Sea Frontiasr,
the 10th Medium Bombardment Squadron now stationed at Waller Field,

Trinldad, is being transferred to France Field, Panama,

EUVROPEAN THEATER

1. Five hundred and twenty US heavy bombers, escorted by 23l
fighters, attacked Bremen through a solid overcast, on 15 December,
dropping 1,500 tons of bombe. Enemy fighter reaction was initially
strong but fell off, probably because of weather conditions. Eighteen
(probably 29) enemy fighters were destroyed for the loss of twelve

bombers and two fighters.

2, Three hundred and ninety RAF bombers dropped 1,569 tons of
bombs (of which 366 were L,000-pounders) on Berlin during the night of
16-17 December. Four intercepting enemy aircraft were destroyed; 55
bombers may have been lost. Weather was unusually unfavorable; 21 of
these bombers crashed in the UK. Other RAF bombers hit military object-
ives in the Abbeville area and carried out mining operations along the
west coast of France and the Frisians, as well as diversionary raids

against Hamborn and Duisburg.

3. On 17 December the Soviets increased their pressure in the

Nevel area threatening the Cerman positions extending toward Leningrad.
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DECLASBIFIED
08D Letter, 5-3-78

MEDITERRANEAN

1. On 16 December 38 escorted B-2l's attacked the Dogna railroad
bridge and tunnels with fair results while 70 escorted B-17's reported
good coverage of the Padua railroad yards and claimed the destruction
of five of the 27 enemy aircraft encountered. Light and fighter bombers
attacked Civitavecchia and supported our ground troops.

AMlong the Dalmatian coast B-25's scored hits on three ships
at Zara and also bombed Sibenik while our lighter aircraft sank a small
merchant vessel, and set fire to another, destroying six (probably seven)

of the 15 enemy planes encountered in the area.

2. During 17 December the Fifth Army continued to improve its
positions despite aggressive enemy opposition. The Monti Lungo feature
at the entrance to the Cassino-Frosincne corridor has been occupied.

A strong counterattack from San Pietro was rapuﬁ.nd with heavy losses

to the enemyj our troops continued their advance north of Monti Sammucro.
Morooccan troops gained ground on Monti Pantano. The Eighth Army main-
tained its bridgehead beyond the Moro despite repeated attacks by enemy

ﬁnﬂd elements; 13 enemy tanks were destroyed and two captured,
ASIATIC THEATER

1. 10th Air Force planes bombed bridges in the Hukawng Valley on
1l December, hit the runway at Myltkyina and started fires at Mawlu,
The next day 20 escorted B-2l's hit the waterfront area and oil pumps
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at Chauk, while nine B-25's bombed the refinery at Yenangyaung. British
dive bombers set fire to a steamer and damaged rolling stock at Kaladan

on 15 December and scored hits in the Aicyab airfield the following day.

2. 1lth Air Force fighter planes on 16 December again hit the
airdrome at Yochow destroying two enemy airplanes, and machine-gunned

shipping on the Yangtse north of Nanhsien. All planes returned.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. Allied ground forces consclidated their positions in the Arawe
area and cleansed up enemy remnants southwest of Lakona during 16 Decembar.
In operations over New Britain B-2Li's dropped 113 tons of bombs cn Cape
Gloucester on 15 December. On 16 December the attack was repeated with
118 tons; in repelling air attacks on our ground forces and in sweeps
@lsewhere along the New Britain coastline our aircraft destroyed 11
(probably 13) enemy planes. A B-2l sank a small tanker off the Hermit
Islands. Barges and enemy installations along the northeast New Ouinea
coast were bombed and machine-gunned, excellent results being reported
at Kelanoa.

To the west 11 B-2li's again bombed the oil refinery at Balik
Papan and wharves at Macassar on 15 December. The next day, Allied
planes destroyed a loaded L,000-ton transport and a barge off Timer,
shooting down a twin-engined enemy fighter, and started fires at the
Penfoel airdrome.

2, During the night of 15-16 December, night fighters bombed

-3
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Poporang Island. The next day more than 100 Navy bombers and fighters
hit Schana Islands and Bonis. B-2L's alsc bombed Poporang Island,
Schana Island, the Bonis dispersal area, and enemy installations north
of Bonis. Five escorted B-25's hit a fuel dump in Matchin Bay while
other planes bombed and machine-gunned wvarious enemy installations on

Bougainville Island.

3. Our troops in the Empress Augusta Bay area made two attacks on

17 December, one eastwards along the coast during which Japanese posi-
tions were captured following an intense artillery preparation, the
second to the north where Japanese units were reported surrounded. Our
garrison in the beachhead now numbers 50,000, approximately.

B-26's bombed an island in the Shortland Group and enemy posi-
tions near Mutupina Point.

Enemy air strips at Buka, Bonis and Ballale were reported

unserviceabls after the Navy air attack on 17 Decembar.
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EURCPEAN THEATER

1, Adverse weather limited Allied air activity on 15 December
to ralds by light aireraft on the airfield at Berck and on military
objectives in the Abbeville area, That night emall missions of British
Mosquitoes raided Bochum, Leverkusen and Cologne.

2. Duwring 16 December fierce but inconclusive fighting continued
west of Klev, Northwest of Vitebsk the fighting increased considerably
in intensity though no gains resulted from Soviet pressure.

1. On 15 December our heavy bombers concentrated against enemy
communications in the Brenner Pass area, Fifty-three B-24's with
fighter escort attacked the Bolsano railroad yards, 51 escorted E-17'a
successfully bombed rallroad shops at Innsbruck, and 45 B-24's escorted
by 40 P-38's hit the mearby Avisio River viaduct; no enemy fighters were
encountered and all of our aircraft returned, Lighter aireraft attacked
military targets in the vieinity of Orsogna as well as gun positions and
lines of communication in the Cassino-Frosinons reglon. Other Allied
aireraft carried cut offensive missions against airdromes, coastal
targets and shipping in Yugoslavia and Albanis, Seven snemy planes were
destroyed on the ground at Zara; at the Mostar airdrome the dispersal
areas were well covered and & large oll fire was started,
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2, Fierce fighting continued in the center of the Fifth Army front
on 16 December, Allied troops again attacked the enemy in San Pistro
while maintaining their hold on the hill mass of Monti Sammucro, To the
north, rnmh troops were advancing over Montl Marrone. Following &
successful attack by New Zealand troops the enemy launched two major
counterattacks which failed. Along the Adriatic coast othe r counterattacks

were repulsed and our positions improved.

ASIATIC THEATER

Twenty-four P-40's of the lith Air Force dive-bombed and machine-gunned
the Yochow airdrome on 15 December, destroying three enemy bombers on the
ground, Other aircraft started several fires at Luchiangpa (east of
Myltikyina), sank a 200-foot tug and probably sank a 250-foot schooner in

Tongking Culf, and machine-gunned targets in the Tungting Lake reglon.

1. Barly on the morning of 15 December, 3,000 troops, supported by
naval ard air bombardment, landed on three beaches near Araws, sncounter-
ing little opposition. Sixty Japanese were killed for an Allied loss of
13 killed, 25 wounded and 29 missing. Assisting this operation our air
forces attacked airdromes and other targets at Borpop, Rabaul, Casmata,
and Cape Gloucester. Of some 30 teo 40 enemy bombers which attacked our
beachhesd and shipping at Araws, two were shot down by our ground forces;
no damage was sustained hr our shipping.

OQur ground forces on the Huon Peninsula captured Lakona,

e
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inflicting heavy casualties on the enemy.

Allied sirecraft also attacked shipplng along the northeast
New Guinea coast, and tomns, airdromes, and shipping in the western
New Guinea and Timor reglons; a small merchantman was destroyed and
two freighter-transports were badly damaged.

2, During the night of 14-15 December, Allied planes harassed the
Buka-Bonis reglon which was hit the next day by 86 heavlily "u;:-rtf-d
Navy bombers. Twenty-one B-24's started mmercus fires at Schana
Island. Twenty-three B-25's escorted by 16 fighters bombed Chinatown,
near Buka, causing a large explosion and extensive fires, QOther planes
bombed enemy positions northeast of Torckina and destroyed a bridge and
machine-gunned the harbor at Kieta.

gur ground forces in the Empress Augusta Bay reglon came under
command of the XIV Corps (Major General Oscar W. Griswold) on 15

December,

3. Ten US B-24's from Canton Island successfully bombed Wotje on
13 December and eight others repeated the attack on the 15th. (m the
14th, 17 B-24's from Funafuti dropped 12 tons on Taroa, shooting down
one (probably five) of some 15 intercepting enemy planes. We suffered
no losses in these cperations.

Six Japanese planes raided Taraws on the night of 13-14 December

without causing damage. Makin was ralded by two enemy planes which
caused a few casualties,
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EUROPEAN THEATER

1., The enly major Allied bombing operat n the European

Theater during 1l December was the ck by nine squadrons of

Typhoon light bombers escorted squadron of rocket-projecting
Hurricanes aga military objectives in the Pas de Calais. Beau-
fighters déstroyed a three-engined patrol bomber off the southwestern

uqﬂf ‘of Norway. A1l Allied aircraft returned.

2. The momentum of the enemy attack of Malin against the

Kiev salient was again checked by a Soviet counterattack. BRed forces

MEDITERRANEAN
1. Lﬂnlthcr being bad over Italy our airforces focussed emrthe g
scnosnbeabder=es German aircraft and shipping in «swe Athens area on

1l December, BSeventy-six B-1T7's _
Kalamaki airdrome while 77 other B-17's and B-2l's bm-m
“he nearby Eleusis and Tatol airdromes and shipping at Pirasus; crews

reported good coverage nfﬁh‘tl.rgat_lI Srr—mredir—bomirer et
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2. DBuping the di—howrportod-emttmr ot TOOTOT-dS-PerErET, unlLe
af_cun Ji-ferpr—tmproved tHEIF TR T ione—onbie-orest-ormomtI—Sormere-
EWWEd Moroccan Division,
operating in ocur VI Corps, pushed forward to occupy &ee entire Monti
Castelnuove helghts. There was stiff fighting on the Eishth Army front

where weather contimued to hamper npﬂmtiung Farther ground Nas. gadsd
pear CReosntn

ASTATIC THEATER

1Wﬂ~gmi—

gation zf thes Eastern Alr Command weiek—fhe-e-d—aemmmret with headquarters

Lot Aiatitiimtid | L
at New DulhiA Consisting initially of our 10th Alr Force <{({Breisadésr—twrmeral

) and the HRoyal Air Force Bengal Air Command, the new

Command will include a Tactical Air Force under Air Marshal Baldwin and

a Strategic Alr Force under General Davidsuﬂ Afeevv—and-sedium
nt units of both the 10th Air Force and the Bengal Air Command,

@ necessary reconnaissance units, will be

together

the Strategic Air Force. ers, light and dive

bombers, troop carriers and
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«—é» British aircraft attacked enemebaitemies—and-ioatallations
<in the Fort White arsa.ou.ll.lecembers-—

« Eight B-25's of the 1lhth Air Force bombed the enemy Weehahg
airdrome on 13 December with.gbeerved effe 8 next day P-LO's

machine-gunned the airdrome

stock in the yards

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1w ddertem—Aretrat it honet i THRNET dispersal

EﬂMA Catalina on night rauunnniaanznca geored two half-

ton bomb hits on a heavy cruiser .’ G ” - "5 = p vt - ne=
A to O waie gy = e T T
& and
Zeco (bliad ( beliswad G .H'-f'hm Dot
Lswded at Are ‘:ﬂ_ )

#meM ‘w
TR



BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND

10

HUMA HUMA
e
KIAKARA

C. MABIRI
" i

\ .&1 Aneawo Bay
» I., L

. Lﬂukuwuri L

d

Rebolne
C. TOROMINA = Bay

EMPRESS
AUGUSTA BAY

L] h o Bﬂiﬂ|l ;é.
TN T
SHORTLA Faisl |
-
Bl .

Ja=58T23A8C0




e

DECLASBIFIED
CE8D Letter, 6-3-TH

Numa Numa areas on

totaling 126 bom

uenza epldemic. The

space allotment per individual in jbed 2 be inereased where prac-

ticable. Army medical facid e emergency treatmsnt

of eivilians whereys ppitals if

required

olild any appreciable amount of influenza develop amcng troops who

are in a high priority for overseas movement.






OUTLINE MAP

UNITED STATES

; T n F
R L
' " THE, UNHEP . STATES: ARMY
. ‘FI L

VLI STE MARIE

..........

OSTON=POE -

e L ..“.
i

D =




1 1] W [ i
. ~— ——
et —— R ——— =
. aremii ATt muld .]n
-

o !
& VOLOGOA

) J |

TALLINA

SRALI

'IIDS":GW

4|

auinkE

BREL
e

- BALAT " o =4
LITOVEE e,

SATALIN

[EE R




I E!ﬂmal'!!

-4 0BD Letter, 6-3-78

WESTERN HEMISPHERE

Directives were issued for vement of the $0th Infantry
Division (Major General Terrell, Jr.,) from Camp Young, California

te Fort Dix, New Jersgy, in preparation for shipment overseas.

EUROFEAN THEATER

il
1. In zmr heavy bomber attacks ¥F 13 December, 9L2 tons wi=bombe
( “wgr@ dropped on Kiel, L70 tons on Bremen and 312 tons on Hamburg. Enemy

fighter opposition was weak,

2. On 13 December a four-e d CGerman heavy bomber crashed in

Ireland. That night British quitces raided Dusseldorf and Bomn.

3. West of Kiev on 1l December the enemy resumed his advance,

capturing Radomyshl, 19 miles south in. The Soviets again
c attacked south of Newvel but orted no advance; an unexpectad thaw
in this area has de he winter. Patrols were very active between

r Lake Ilmen and
MEDITERRANEAN

1. MAllied light bombers and flew sswm 600 porties on
13 December, attacking enemy de positions near Miglianico and
elsewhere along the front, yards and other targets at Terracina,
and bridges at Pontecorvo,

-]
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Twenty-four B-25's set f to supply and rallroad instal-

lations at Sibenik; another Bion of 2k B-25's set an oil depot afire
at Split.
Fifteen enemy planes attacked Bari; two were shot down. WNo

damage resulted.

2. By noon &F 1l December, writm—ef—tha Briddah Eizhth Army had
advanced sbomt=a mile beyond ®He Moro River along = f?ﬂ mile ﬁt
a

ldariV faplated .
against fierce but unsuccessful enemy counterattacks;

_—n-anighi—eperetion—Elwewhere—atory theIim® Only patrol and artillery
__aclion-was—reporitad,

3. During the week ending 2 Decemberj 75,21k tons of supplies,

3,727 vehicles, and 37,276 persons were glischarged at Italian west

coast ports. Corresponding figures foy east coast ports were 82,835
tons of supplies, 2,9L6 wehicles, and/ 8,558 persons. MNaples again
carried the major share of the traffic on the west coast; Bari, Brindisi

and Taranto, in the order named, werg the major ports on the east coast,

L. On the night of 12-13 December twelvy' Allied bombers attacked
Suda Bay, Crete. The next day four B-25's anti-shipping missions
damaged a 500-ton wessel and two smaller %

ASIATIC THEATER

1, During the attack on our Dinjap airfield on 13 December our
fighters destroyed 12 (probably 13) e bombers and five fighters
for a loss of one P-Li0. Another J se plane was destroyed by anti-

2=
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aircraft fire. No damage was sustained by the field.

Elsewhere on 13 December 18 B-2L's of the Air Force
in a night attack bombed Heho airdrome with excelleyfit results and
raided Maymyo, while planes of the BAF heavily atfacked enemy posi-
tions at Fort White and near Kalemyo; ten Brit B-24's dropped 29

tons of bombs on storage dumps at Toungoo.

2. Escorted medium bembers of the h Air Force attacked Kungan
13 December; large fires were

‘s attacked a large building

and Lichow in the Tungting Lake region
started in both places. A n.u_luiun of
at Lichow.

In the Japanese attack inst our advance base at Hengyang
on 12 December, cur P-l0's shot 12 (probably 21) enemy planes.
We lost two P-40's. This is infaddition to the two (probably four)

enemy planes previocusly re d destroyed.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PAC THEATERS

1. Reports indicate/that 100 ef LOO enemy troops attacking our

outposts in the Ehm v were killed. Our coastal forces north of
ir advance on 13 December. 2,355 Japanese
our landing in the area.
s and 48 B-25's escorted by P-38's dropped 248 tons
near Oasmata; widespread damage was caused and two

were shot down without loss. Australian planes
m.tmmemmwmﬂW

(h 13 Decwmber fo¥ US luavy and

# c  dte 48 Frwe
i i i
330 OEPERB L. qg  follh ot  crebsy

Finschhafen continued

have bean killed



- L (LR L] ire " i i e
T T T T T T I 1 T
e
———t

___:Q’C -

—————

=

WARSHELL

o ——

i e

T 2k

e  m———
o —

-

—— Y TARAWA
k_._.

ELLICE 1SLANDS

L



DECLASSIFIED
08D Letter, 5-8-TR

gontinued their attacks on targets in the northeastern New Ouinea coastal
area. A Catalina sank a L,000-ton freighter in convey off the west
coast of New Ireland. To the west, US flying boats and Dutch B-25's
attacked Koepang, and four Australian planes raided targets in western

New Guinea and the Kai Islands.

2. On 13 December a total of 165 Army and Navy planes attacked
the Bonils airfield, harassed enemy concentrations, and bombed enemy
supply areas and gun positions at various points on Bougeinville. Buka,
Bonis, Kara and Kahili airfields were still unserviceabls; craters at
Bonls remained unfilled. Ballale airfield was partially serviceable.

3. Targets on Emidj Island in the Jaluit Group were attacked by
a total of 31 B-2Li's from bases in the Ellice Islands on 12 December;
L7 tons of bombs were dropped. The attack was uneventful, results were

unobserved, and all our planes returned safely.

4. Enemy bombers made nuisance raids on our airfields on Tarawa
during the nights of 11 and 12 December causing no damage.
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WESTERN HEMISP HERE

1%@:5::- of War bas issued instructions to_the Golombian

—
Army, Mavy and Air Forces that US air
o
at any time, that US ships rts even without advance

may land at their bases

Col
EUROFEAN THEATER

Lﬁ During 12 December, six British Beaufighters destroyed three

of five enemy recommaissance planes 200 miles southwest

two of the BAF aircraft are missing. 28 Mosquitoes
attacked the steel a works at Essen and targets at Dusseldorf; -
one Mo 0 is missing. _

Em 13 December the Bth Alr Force dispatched 725 heavy bombers
and 483 fighter aircraft against targets in northwest Germany; this was

the largest force of heavy bombers it has employed. Preliminary re-

ports indicate that heavy clouds prevented observation of the results J

2. In the 11 December attack on Emden, «ws enemy fighters used
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many tactics in their furious defense; in one case, apparently, a cable
carrying an explosive charge was tralled againet one of our bombers.
A barrage of rockets was released simultanecusly at LOD-yard range and

enemy ailrcraft wwem=repeatedly attacked with cannon and machineguns IH-_u-

D2 8 b i Pt e

3. kassy fell to the Soviets on 13 December

head around Kremenchug was ¢ ded to the northwest.
Bed forces also oc rushevka, 17 miles southeast o

their pressure elsewhere along the front.
MEDITERRANEAN

1, —f=gdrr Tomoetthe TetiToet-andSenddne—pround—ab—Fespacina

JLy ,‘LM Fots F
M&A&m Allied fightnr:plhl;.—
Mok noad 2 ; " Al
naintained their attacks on motor whiuﬁ“;%mm“ud ’ d"/ L

supperted our ground forces by attacking gun positicns on #ke- Eighth
Army front.

2. [Dn.ring 13 December ithe enemy increased his shelling of eur
positions at 4he entrance to theCassinc-Frosinone corrider but
apparently withdrew his forward outposts to #he line of &he Peccia
Hﬂ.m] : [‘m Eighth Amy
repulsed counterattacks against its Moro bridgehead and now threatens
the Ortona-Orsogna Road at several puinﬂ
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arly using metal foll to impede radar

detection of his major night at orts. Temporary

-

ombad antiaireraft defenses at

ASIATIC THEATER

l. Onl a was attacked by 10th

Alr Force B-2li's and ed the approaches; three

en ers were probably destroyed by the B-2l's,

& Ditetmbin
Lﬂritiuh air upﬂrlti:{nuhinaludad powerful bumhing and machine- ]'
gun attacks against Natchaung and $ke Fort White maﬂl—pm-iﬂiﬂ&r
destructiveatiask-warmadearrinst—the—Falaik—prailread—abatviomoyr—38-

heayy bopbers. shiech-epperentiy-exploded-ammunition storps,

£Dur Dinjan airfield was attacked by 19 escorted enemy bombers

on 13 December; only minor damage was :ruut.ning:l:(

2, 0On 12 December #ewr B-2l's of e 1lLth Air Force attacked bhe

Hankow and Wuchang l.irdmuu’\

scored hits on 4we railway yards at Han Fhad—pduhdgua odrorp it
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PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1.

enemy rear gpuards, were within kona on 12 December;

the inland forces ssed beyond Wareo. trol activity

rted in the Ramu Valley.
Imiﬂy-uuwn HAAF P-L0's attacked &ke—Japanese airdrome,
supplies and batteries at Gasmata, while other Allied planes raided

anemy installations elsewhere in New Brit.li:;{:wrp-hew-d

abedlbembad—ememyr—tn=taiabions on Huon Paninsulg Fo—the—werer—

eight espdrted B-25's bombed the enemy supplies at Bonis.

also received destructive attacks.
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WESTERN HEMISFHERE

A 65 uﬂa-Mm caused damage estimated at a half-millien
dollars to our Subport of Emb at Excursion Inlet, Alaska, on

o

10 Dncmhma port are be intained,
——

EUROPEAN THEATER S

1.\‘15-1:;;:_:_:_:;1 informaticn on the Emden raid indicates that 582
heavy borbers aacu;-;;ﬁ'ét“by- fighters dropped 1500 Mﬁﬂif&
explosive and incendiary hh?}-ﬂ_ﬁ:;: Photos taken one
hour later showed m:apwﬂﬁfi Dazeing in $he SEEWALLEY seciies

of the city. Im ﬁ&itiun to the 138 enemy planes reported destroyed,

?ll.-mnn‘l listed as "probables."

——

B,
—
2, PAF Mosquitoes attacKed-Hamborn blast furnaces and rolling

mills at Duisburg during the night of 11-12 December...

3. ):In the Kiev salient the initiative has passed tc the Sovietas
who on 12 December pushed the enemy back a short dinta.nca]-mﬁh—nd
st o S5 LR ST [;In the Kremenchug area the Soviets -sdishitly—improved
Lo b rppldrabegd e bhaa st Lherkassy—ardateo Tl sono u.dvmﬂ e
sasteffiroToprad.

MEDITERRANEAN

l.Ll'h:L‘.Lc weather conditions curtailed heavy and medium bomber
operations, Se-mbnrteorr—totedtey 231 light and fighter bombers eecnad.

s
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Brriia gl A5 Deaddobns M%M%Mﬁ%‘

%ﬁ.—m the Fifth Army uctuf‘}nd-ﬂl—t-mum

- Lhurr;r aircraft were active in the

battle nru:] eRe—{prebarty—two—firirter e re—destroyed—for—the—toss—al

eneny patrole. Despite

3. [ﬁmnrﬂ Eisenhower assumed responsibility as Allied Commander

in Chief for all operations in éhe—miole Mediterranean Theater ai=GO0d
wowrs on 10 Dnuamhaﬂ

I.‘f:“ugxm:lutiw casualties of the Fifth Army as of 12 Ducumbu_r WETe:

: i
TS~filled Wounded Missing W
-

American 2,010 583 2,826 . 13,la9

British 1,60l 11,259

Totals 1g,L55 5,609

Fifth Army has captured l,09L prisoners of war.
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Cumulative casualties of the Eighth Army as of & December

ware as fo § _ i

] Kﬂlﬂd

1,327 L,
== =]
hth Army had captured 1,814 prisoners of war,

Wﬂ‘ Department has approved in prineiple General

-\-\-\-\-'-\_
Eisenhower's plan to organize service unit Italian priscners

e of war; it is planned to use
b

—

in Ttaly, I units will be equipped from standard substitute

or suitable captured material if available.

ASTATIC THEATER

l. Onll

damaged the runway
British bombers attacked

cember nine escorted B-25's of the l0th Air Force

aida Vale, east of Akyab.

e

at Heho, starting fires in the hangar, and bombed durp areas: -

2. {{hﬁn road has been completed to 50.42 miles from its

origin; work is proceeding along another L2 :millg

3. Ehimu ground forces reoccuplied Changteh on 8 Decembery wwe—

by Eh 10 December ten escorted B=2l's of e 1lhith Air Force
successfully bombed 4ke- railroad yards at H.l:w—i] it i Tyt ey

-3-

~m—

of communication

an and the airfield
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_hite being cbheerved—en—roiling-stect—and-among—tis wareromresIIT 0T
planes returnad. [Fight.nr planes supporting Allied ground cperations
harassed enemy installations on the Salween front. Twenty-five escorted

enemy bombers attacked cur Hengyang and Lingling nirfiuldg “rrew

{provably aix] anemy plenss—yere—cesbroyed by —onr—fishbens— Gne—F—kd

s Ano ed

on_the geewmdr—
&nlva escorted Japanese bombers attacked our airfield at

Suichwan on 11 Ducmbnr] damaze _was unreported, Our fishiers.caught

—sevan of them were destroyed. in combatj.three. others-were destroyed
B=25 18 bombed -Japsnese 1HEtalTattome
at Nanchang and Ansiang., All of cur planes returned.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

L [1111-.1 forces pushing up &ke New Ouinea coast have reached

e Sowl Hi\mﬂ

il sy
~strong. forces
&7 our medium bombers attacked targets in northwestern New Britain and

in the Bogadjim ‘J:.'I.ltyl Il abad—aRemy- bl vouae and-barge-unloading

ius

it e e L AR e ey Y e ey

Valley-was—tomt. En a 2,600-mile round trip three B-2l's set fire to
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4iwe=refinery at Balik Papan while five others damaged-she waterfront

at anunr_‘{'

2. 16 B-25'g bombed Kahili, six other B-25's

attacked the Arigua Plantati d a total of 24 B-2L's d fragmen-

tation eclusters and half-ton bombs on wharf areas at

Teirogei. P-39's started fires at quarter-ton bombs, while
82 escorted Navy dive and t s on the supply
area, buildings ‘a/g;d-‘bridgen in the Torokina area. All

fields on-Bougainville are now unserviceable.

3. HNinet B-2li's from Funafuti bombed Mili on 11 December,

our bombers returnsd. .

A rur ,000 feet by 150 feet was tmt Makin on

10 Da_mﬁ;}; a fighter squadron was expected to arrive on ﬂ"ﬂug_ambar.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

1. LBI-& weather prevented large scale air operations over Europe

on 10 Dlulnb-ﬂ

Leverkusen and harassed other tdxge § Ruhr. All planes retumed

ualties, Eight of the niy

ghter plane.

Ecn 11 December large formations of US B-17's and B-24's escorted
by P-38's and P-47's attacked enemy installations at Emden{ -Serman—
Lighter reaction to our atisek—en—thie—loportantiflerth—Bot—portemi—pub—

Mwm,—-i@ur planes shot down 138

enemy aircraft for the loss of 17 bombers and three fighte

z.z:on 11 December Soviet efforts to reduce the enemy bridgehead

southsast of Kherson and to establish another of their owm south of
Kerch waere wmusumﬂ Po—the north Red forees—resched—Sevgerodka,
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MEDI TEXRANEAN

Madium bombers attacked railroad bridges at Ven

10 Dacamber, wh ocomotives and set
fire to 15 tank cars at Te

transportatio warehouses and

d yards at Clvitavecchia; & 1000-ton merchant vessel

MM[ A total of 534 sorties were flown in support
of the Eighth Army, mainly against defended positions

-

ki 1q are destroyed for the loss of two P-3A's.

2.[1.1’:.'(.1& datailed information has been received of the Allied
progress in Italy during the 24-hour peried ending at noon on 11
December) _On the Fifih mp-frent—the—frirtetr-sobr-Piviedlon-has-takan
gver the whole of the Casine—baggiobe--featiimeii-im-dnt-boreacin
Dluiulon has teken -over our-th -Diviesien-sestor, [cm the Adriatic coast,
Canadian troops of the Eighth Army are continuing thelr advance despite
adverse weather conditions and fierce resistance, mepulelog.haswy and
_TEpalied—oourteratrtacis Dy eremy—dad ant Iy s pedund b, [ﬁnr-.n
losses were reported as MI‘T}
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in addition to the 12 B-25's and 14 P-38's reported yesterday. Enemy

olqnes in the vieinity made weak attempts at interception. The next
day edght C-47's escorted by four A-36's and two P-51's were intercepted

by 14 Japhgese planes over the Hukawng Valley. One C-47 orfa

fighter planes, Ome of our P-{

its home base. Other fighidrs on patro

sived minor damage but reached
nissions reported the probable
destruction of cne Japar

British opelrs Hed attacks on the air-

fields at Heho ahd Namsang and on troop concentratiohg

near Paungbyinj
successful fesults were indicated.

+ Twenty=two enemy planes bombed and machine—gunned the
/uérm. The runway although damaged is still usable.

IFIC u T c

l.[.l. Catalina sank an 8,000-ton carge vessel south of Kavieng on
10 December., B-24 missions that day bombed enemy gun positions on Cape
Gloucester and barge hidecuts near SﬂmHJWWM'

Eh Lok S L mndeiiiy [ﬂu.r dive bombers supported the Allied ground forc:g

A-j--t
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bombing and sschine=permrimp—tarprtrof—opportortty TeET—Nermivia { .
Eigps P—iu's dpsirowes-shres—et—lienemr—firhrrers-engiged—ovar—Ladany .
[In ground action Allied forces captured two villages west of ‘.rn::J

- -

SHCRHT
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EUROPEAN THEATER

forces captured Znamenka on 10 December and continued

their advance westwardsj ;ngrnd running

the initiative

i.. In attacks on Civitavecchia harbor during the n of 8-9
December, A-20's hit two ships and caused other The next day
60 B-25'g scored hits on the roads and rail ear Giulianova; 36 othars
damaged the Terni railway ;rnrd.u and a e force of other bombers and

fighter aircraft attacked tmofi ! rations northeast of Orsogna and

other targets of opportunity

3. QGeneral announced the reorganisation of the
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United States Air of: Headquarters,

Army Air Forces Mediterr of Operations, 12th Air Force,

15th Adir Force, and Force Servicé Oemmand Mediterranean Theater

of Operatiens ective 1 January 19k,

li, The Persian Gul jervice Command has been separated from the

US Army Forces in the Middle Eas established as a separate command
directly under the War De nt, effective 10 Desember. It has been

redesignated "The Per Julf Command."
{

ASTATIC THEATER

1. On 8 and § December, 10th Air Force planes supported ground

—
operations in the Ningobyen
villages in the Hukawng Val

and machine-gunned enemy-held

the vieinity of Mogaung and Kamaing,
and raided the tvm}mt” airfield at 0. Our major air effort was an
attack by 153—25{; and 1y P-38's on the acks at Maymyo.

Eritish aircraft operated against Bhamo, Fort White and Wuntho

with numerous hits along the railroad at Wuntho.

-

2. On 10 December two rt Command rescue ships, a B-25

" and a C-47, were shot down by g in the Fort Herts area.
Another transport

3., On 9 December, 12 me of the 1lith Air Force attacked
the airdromes at and Wachdng. . Four P-li0's attacked enemy barracks
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southeast of Lungling and r fighters harassed Loiwing airfield.

Japanese planes the airfield unusable.
PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. Despite bad weather Sth Air Force B-25 concentrated on

eneny communications and barge installatl batween Borgen and Rein

Bays and at Hubika, on §*{)¢=th. r aircraft flew escort missions,

ot
rth of Kesawal (where increased enemy

supported our ground forces
activity was reported) and d targets of opportunity aleng
the northeast New ﬂﬂinnpf&’;ut. am;ll emy craft in Uligan Harbor

were set afire, emy planes made minor attacks on Kesawal and Finsch-

hafen.

2. Seven B-2li's dropped ten tons of s on Malcelap on 7 December;

tep planes was shot down. One other

\h\night four enemy planes harmlessly
uu.rl.:l.rrép\m'fm. On 6 December

one of eight enemy intercepting f£i

B-2l bombed gun positions at Mili,

22 B-2li's dropped LL tons ef bombs on Jaluit and 11 others put 16 tons
into Taroca. Two of enemy planes encountered were probably destroyed.
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WESTERN HEMTSPHERE

om Fort Jackson,

pg_for further shipment

during the week ending bers and 29
other planes from all causes. peried the RAF destroyed 35

on Sol occurred during this perded.

2.' The enemy advance as been checked in

the lowlands west of Klev but ssure is being maintained.
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warehouses at Pescara and buildings and railroad yards at Aquile and

2. At noon 9 December the Fifth Army was maintaining ita position

on Monmti Caminoj its on Rocca was meeting stiff resistance. The

o
and is .q-gm{nmg with heavy fighting in the vicinity of San Lecnardo.
-

[

A comsunique states that Rocca has been capturad.,

3. tons of supplies,

3,955 wvehicles, and 243 charged at Italian west coast

ports. Correspending figure ports were 76,734 tons of

.

supplies, 2,829 weh and §,%26 parsons. llplll.-#.lll'i carried the
major
ASIATIC THEATER

1. British bombers * Burma on 8 December bombed an
eneny headguarters at and dump at Toungoo; accurate
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2. 1hth Air Foree, escorted bombers flew three ns against

Changteh on 8 December repdwiing excelle sults. A total of B1

fighter, 18 bomber and three phot ies were flown. Those of our

bombers based on Hengyang u
Changteh have been ﬂu_:p&:iahad or gutted by fire and little activity

Nearly all buildings in

>
was oheeérved in ,t.ha/ tomn.

s
PLEMSDU‘IHIEST PACIFIC THEATERS

Alljed ground troops captured Warec on B Decerber.

rombers and fighters of the -Force

Twenty-one medius

Mussau Island. In Tifior, four Dutch B-25's bombed thé wharf area at

Kcepang and dampaged the Penfoel airdrome.
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE
\

a

‘I’it??‘titm object of economizing in military manpower, and in view

of diminishing enemy capabilities, the War Department has reduced the
garrisons of ‘bh; ﬂgfsnu Commands in the United States by about 92,000
since 1 July 1943; \tha strength on 25 November was 165,000, The troops
thus relieved came chiefly from harbor defense, mobile defense, and serv-
ice units. Plans for a furbher reduction are being put into effect
whereby the remaining parrison will include the minimum of troops necessary
to provide antiaircraft pmtect.iu; for the most vital installations and

a small mechanized force for pmt&ctiﬁn_uf the coast against enermy commande
attempts. The Central Defense Command will be abolished and its functions
(other than defense of Sault Ste. Marie installations which will become the
responsibility of the Army Service Forces) 'lrill\hq absorbed by the Eastern
Defense Command, Lieutenant General Lloyd G. Freden at present com-

mands both the Central Defense Command and the Second i

EUROPEAN THEATER

The B\c:r\vlqtn lost thelr bridgehead south of Kerch on 8 December leav-
ing the mnin:l\.\n} bridgehead northeast of Kerch to resist increased
prassure., MNear a, the Soviets advanced across the Smela-Znamenka
railread and seized nmg-t.mm and Novaya Praga., East of Chernyakov
the enemy pushed forward n:h:_-rnl miles removing the immediate Soviet threat
against Zhitomir,
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MEDITERRANEAN

1. With weather restricting heavy air operations on 7 December,

88 medium and light bombers successfully nf./i‘,lukad Civitavecchia, hitting
ores, & freighter in the harber,

oil storage areas, port and ammnition

the barracks area and gas works, the dock and ferry terminal., Twenty-

seven B-25's scored hits on and in the town at Pescara. Our light

aircraft again concentrated ir attacks on targets of opportunity in

g six (probably nine) enemy planes without loss.
e e

the battle area, dest

8 December & Fifth

2.
Army eompiebedy cleared Monti Camino of tHF enemy except in 8 village

/5 sefohel
of Rocca. An Italian brﬁ..gadu operating with our & Corps, padmedgroomt—

: :.m, 'lhﬂe the
d its ¢ upnsf hth
I
hting on the outskirts of Orsogna |bad ther handicap-

ping its efforts.

3. Amending the report cited on 2 Decerber, CGeneral Eisenhower
states that ports on the west ::unlpt, of Italy during the week ending 18
November discharged 66,957 tons Ir supplies, 3,646 vehicles and 27,609
perscnnel. The enemy attack on/Bari on 2 December cost us 30,000 tons of
cargo as well as the ships pre ly reported.

h. MAllied bombers mined/Salamis Straits and Port Herakles during the
night of 6~7 December, bombed the dockyards at Salamis and dropped supplies

==
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DECLASESIFIED
98D Letter, 5-3-72

to patriot forces operating in Yugoslavia and Albgpnia. US B-25's attacked
shipping in the harbors of Alinda Bay and Portolago Bay with gunfire.

Other aircraft swept the Aegean damaging varioys small enemy ships.

ASIATIC THEATER

l. The Myitnge bridge and Paleik r ad yards were the targets
for 16 B-25's escorted by 12 fighter planeg on & December; several hits
were scored on the bridge and ita approaches and some damape was noted
in the railroad yards, Twelve B-2l's au?’:cnsafully bombed an island in
Port Blair harbor; other B-24's again mljined the Rangoon estuary and the
mouth of the Salween River near Green ialand. One medium bomber and seven
fighters raided Katha town and airdrome; the following day this attack was
repeated while 13 A-36's attacked railroad yards in northern Burma,

On 6 December RAF fighters attacked enemy-held towns in western
Burma, while four B-2L's bombed ‘I}}il..mgt;p and ten Wellingtons dropped 17
tons of bombs on the Heho field / On 7 December eight E-2l's successfully

bembed Moulmein and Mandalay railroad yards.

2. 1lith Air Force B-25's successfully attacked Changteh on 6
December. One (probably e) of 15 Japanese fighters was shot down.
Other 1lith Air Force fig

rolling stock near Hsi and started fires on the west bank of the

ar planes attacked rallroad installations and

Fourteen egcorted B-25's bombed Changteh with good results
r patrols destroyed freight and tank cars in northern
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strong point s of Wareo on 7 December and reported further progress S—
. hee

P (> frohuters dumd 93 B -a¥s 4{:: Fpdain
f‘-ﬁ 3}& f; ﬁ*& sixty Mstnlwwmwmmwufﬁ”f

feraa
MWWWMM H-and 7_December. G)n a;-i-t
the latter day, Australian airer started fires and destroyed buildings q&;m'
[
Britain, &2 fighter aircraft attacked {d&wdfn

on the Borpop airfield and, in N

the enemy dump areas at Gasmats/ while L3 B-2li's pounded hestile gun posi- 0 Coh-
Jinue -

tions on Cape Oloucester. light bombers and fighters continued to Sd'?lftﬂ’"l‘j

attack enemy targets along the northeastern New Guinea coast, four P-L7's frgrf’si

destroying one (possibly ) of 20 enemy fighter planes encountered over ——
Wewak., To the west, 13 B~2li's bombed the runway and village on Haroekoe

Island (south of Ceram)

2. On 7 December 13 B-25's attacked Kieta harbor area and five

B-25's bombed Kahili.

On 8 December, eight B-2l's d 12 tons of bombs on Nauru with

axcellent results.
bomber ineffectively dropped four
. Our airfield on that island is L0

3. 0On 7 December an
bomba in the water off Makin
percent complete.
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Morthgast nfm the enemy struck back in considerable strength to

oilumt & Sariit: Bories Aidnat e B o wide sum 2esalised um.:?
| MEDT TERRANEAN

On & December 45 US B-24's escorted by P-38's dropped 4B tons
of bombs on “l!'“
100 tons on the nearby 30 to 40 enemy aircraft
attempting to nine were destroyed;

was destroyed and a B-17 and & While weather
mﬂhrmﬂmmlﬂrﬂ y our light sircraft

attacked enemy communications in 4he-battle area and dropped supplies



y 2
S coRSICA
o

IIIIIII

llllll

llllll



R
DECLABBIFIED
0BD Letter, b-8-T8

tamrw-:ﬂmitﬂmmﬂnm
kP,

2. EB}' noon 7 December e Fifth Army had captured ¢h@ crest of
Monti Camino which, together with Montli Magglore captured two days
previously, conmtrols the-entrance to ike Cassino-Frosinone corrider,
There—wasr—sone—TIghting-wertof—Yemrfre. She Elghth Army maintained
its contact with 4he enemy along ihe” line of ke Moro River in spite
of counterattacks and difficulties imposed by heavy rl.in_uJ

3. mé three B-24's and eight British bombers mined the
harbor at Salonika and hea other
buildings,
enemy ng burned in the harbor of Santorin,

beu {‘ll.r Department has notified General Elsenhower that e
65th Infantry, a Regular Amy regiment composed of Puerto Ricans, will
be ready for movement to Lhe" North African Theater in late March 1944.
This regiment has formed part of & garrison of ithe Panama Canal

Department during e M‘ﬂmﬂ:}

ASTATIC THEATER
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mined & Moulmein Channel -messh—ed-Amberetros well as e Rangoon
Estuary,

A total of over fifty enamy alrcraft made two attacks on Calocutta,
damaging three ships as well as bulldings; some 500 civilian casualties
nuult.odj Qna, probably-tsge—snsaprplenes-wove-shatdain.for 4 loss
af_sight RBAR-adrersft, Io_cperabieme—om I WM T DECHNNET, tITee-RAT—

C IFIC THE

1. ﬂw“s, with air suppert, made further gains

E !mny US B-24's repeated ocur attacks on wee=Cape Gloucester
4 o OO Glicd frsbine OTTEedidl Ao, s vl

b

gL, ibe Dogadiim<yYaude-rend| Lo fhi . westg-pddied -oomoers-attacked-Ceram

During the hree enemy alrcraft bombed

Malahang and one other chhafen, causing slight damage.

2, wo attacks, hit enemy
storage facilities at Mon rs also attacked
Tarlena and Bonis re excellent resulta., Seventy-nine
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The fighter strip within
r strip has

, Kara and Ballale runways to be still unserviceabls.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

During the night of L-5 December Mosquitoes raidadj.ufi steal

works at Dv

weather from keeping/its rendezvous; 11 (probably 17) enemy planes were

dastroyed and of our bombers failed to return. MYesions totaling

197 B-26's cevered by 19 squadrons of Spitfires, likewlisepere unable to
reach th primary objectives; 35 B-26's dropped 71 tons of bgmbas on

military installations at 5t. Josse and Ligescourt with fa:

Lmotcgrnpha reveal that #ke 3 December attack by ihe RAF on

Leipzig left 4#e center of $he city frembhe—mairradlrond—sbabion-wert-

awards completely covered by -am-immense pall of smcke five miles in
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In ttm Crimea ﬁrmiiﬂcmuud e ;

intensity of his attacks against both Sovlet bridgeheads on #he Kerch

r_ g a
peninsula to fo a Soviet withdrawal from this area. il ':{‘-‘-;'-"'"'* Lt
m o Ramasinr felttaed A:.w-.--.7 an &MI

1:_The majority of Mediterranean air missions for 5 De

were cancelled ause of the weather. 's bombed the

harbor at Split where a dge near Pescara.

Fighter bombers flew missions ag gun positicns, bombed eommuni-

cations near Rome and and elsewhere e battle area, hit a

Ly ,000-ton merchant eft a float-

ing dock at Orbetello. One enemy airplane was shot dn'l‘;'l‘-"mr

2.[‘!’!1& Gariglianc River is flooded for a distance of about ten
miles inland. Fighting moved back and forth on Monti Camino, but e
Bétﬁ:niviuim advanced ancther mile on & December consclidating our hold
on 4he crest of Monti Magglore which overlocks #ire-Cassinc-Frosineone
corrider. Heavy rain retarded operations of e Eighth I.l'r‘nﬂ She—eremy
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pesitions along the Tarung River,
tish air operations for the same day include ceessful

b
attack against the-Heho airfield by four heavy ra; fighter-type

.
aircraft bombed annmy—hnT r tomma. MNext day Japanese

installations near Buthidaung ve-bombed and machine-gunned.

ombat; all our planes returned.

PACIFIC AND SQUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

15 During the night of L-5 December and the following day,
Australian :ﬁmft.ﬁ attacked Lakunal airdrome, scored a torpede hit on
a 6,000-ton freiphter E“&h}ul harber, dautro_;pd-h'uchnunur in Kimbe

Bay and a coastal vessel near Ca ,'- and attacked Kaimana and

enemy-held villages in the
Forty US escorted B-2l!

.
3 one Béawlort bomber is missing.
LS
t 155 tons of bombe into anti aft posi-

d bivouac areas at Cape Gloucester while medium,

tions and
dive and hter bombers attacked enemy communications and installations

the northeast New Guinea coast.

2. On 5 December 23 B-25's hit the Mosigetta ifea in southwest
Bougainville with more than 30 toms of bombs, ellent results.
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enemy plane on the ground; eight other B-24's damaged

several I

L. d-as
field artillery prime movesrs ors under jungle
conditions. Although there are ndt-g et tractors available to
resquip all the field artillery im-tho featers, the War Department is
sending each of them dium and heavy

tractors for yse“as the theater commanders desire. Instructions are
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EUROPEAN THEATER

1. ):nmu; the night of 3-4 December, 526 RAF heavy bombers attacked
Leipzig thrnm‘] heavy cloud cover; satisfactory results, —hewover, were

believed to have been achieved, w

area and along the Dalmatian coast,
planes were reported destroyed during these operations,
In the 2 December attack on Bari harbor three of the 25 enemy
adreraft dropped tinfoil ®windows® throughout the raid in order to
interrupt radar detection, Muluutthdt-p-:ln-ﬂ:hu
on an ammunition ship in the crowded harbor,

-] -
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2. ):h' noon 5 December units of $he-Fifth Army had gained additional
ground near the”crest of Monti Camino and had captured 4he—crest of Monti
Magglore at @ entrance to tﬂm;:inn-rrole ﬂnrﬂ.dﬂr] i rroTHY.

_gAins were-mEMu 0N the soubheast SISPUN Uf-Mombi—deiie-lete-shezs.

W'

The]E1ghth Army despite bad weather pushed to AW Noro River| heavy—

Ll e L
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results, mined Syros harbor, and dropped supplies ot Tércea in
priie
Oreeca and Albania. German attack on

Castelroaso 3 details are lacking.

ASIATIC THEATER

A Ch g report states that radio contact with Chinese troecps
in Changteh has been bro Temnants of the
Chinese 57th Diviei city. A Chinese

est ces the Japanese strength in the Changteh area at-10,000.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. Wi:;ht:lng contimied on the east ccast of the Huon Pminauln

g
—

during l; December. Our I‘EFE&'I“MJH& anemy H{rg:...pmﬂfu&ﬁ; north of

nq.....“_”
Ealueng River and, supported d units, were am_.gg__‘lmu

Enemy positions on ihe western portion of New Britain were
heavily att:mjﬁg our medium and heavy bombers which silenced anti-

aircraft positions and caused other damage at Rein Bai{ Enredient Gl
dium

of New

~(Babaul-}s
h[ﬂw'a sea communications along 4ke New Cuinea and New

Britain coasts were hit by Allied air and surface dn.(g Bix (possibly

“3
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E}qu[_&r_ﬁgt_nn destroyed, and a transport and a small freighter
apparent 24 is missing from !mEl_ .

2.

ing 4 December our ground forces on Bougeinville pushed

patrols further into the the coast toward

Cape our artillery destroyed a Japanese gun near Mavavia,
Lmtr-me B-24's struck Bonis with demolition and fragmentation

bombs; two others destroyed buildings at Kieta; amd another mission e

% heavy bombers made a destructive attack against enmemy supplies at

Chabai | Widobh i Alsoedbiaokad.by-di-Beds s, An ensmg -aisphene—dropped—

ae bombs close to these B-25's.

8ix other medi

effective attack aga e socutheastern coast of the

island. inety-nine Navy bombers
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& H;Mingmthmtunfmtmmndiumhrm;
during L December the Red forces maintained their pressure but re-

2L and 3 P-38's are missing. That night 10 Wa
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E.ZH'ugmaa was reported from all sectors of the Ttalian

-Zf‘
front noon li December, 1In

fighting during which heavy casualties were inflicted on the enemy,
elements of the Fifth Army captured several terrain features near

Monti Camino

h.[;@ﬂ Italian troops on Thera surrendered to a German naval
force of 100 men, on 28 November. This, coupled with the German

cccupation of Cos, glves the enemy all of the Cyclades gmpi

MIDDLE EAST-CENTRAL AFRICAN THEATER

cu'gn discharged in Persian Culf
ports during ¢he month of November totaled 233,837 tons of which
21k,523 tons were for the Soviets. On 1 December z?m
Adminigtration. vessels were in-the- area with approximately 130,000
additicnal tons of cargo aboard, ke major portion of which also was

2
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destined for Soviet uaa]

ASTATIC THEATER

1 ed 8§ 2] T

. Six P=li0's damaged
the runway at Myitkyina, and other aircraft attacked enemy positions

and installaticns in the vicinity of Nipgbyen. Escorted B-25's
attacked river craft on the Irr}vlﬂdar ver,

On 3 December ggpaii;d B-25's destroyed a river boat at
Allanmyo and dau;;.d“; cement plant at Thayetymo. Other aircraft
again haragsed the enemy in northern Burma and scored more ?ih._pp
'bl_ig,mmge bridge, Akyab and Insein.

2. On li December-i% medium bombers and-2é- fighters of #he-1llth
Air Foree in several missions successfully attacked enemy installa-
tions at Changteh.

Fighter planes dropped ammnition to Chinese ground forces

en Tehshan mountain, machine-gunned boats and inflicted casualties
on 4he enemy in #te Tungting Lake ngiﬂ Imrtmterception—attempts
ggainst these =isedons,four-enemy—planss-were—probably-shet—down
{or s loss of-two-of-eor—fightermirereft—

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. On 3 December 3% medium bombers and Y B-2L's,-in two attacks,

3



IE6 160 L 1.1

g S F ——— 20

s | ki

g 1¢]

d 5
GREENWICH 1,

1a-30680




BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND

1[+] [+] 1] 2O 30
= ——x
MILES

KiaKa@a

HABIA

c.
, &‘L Angwo Bay
e " Jh .

F ' l' Baokawaori L

Raboina

C. TOROMINA ™ Bay

MUTUPINA PT. o T

2a=59727A8CO




0O

DECLASEIFIED
fED Letter, B-B«78

bombed supply installations and perscnnel areas at Cape u1mu-hr]

m**mmm_a,
“‘*‘wmrmd

3o Emtrrm B-2Li's started
large fires at lhin;m‘. .

a total of 9L bombers hit
& bridge in the southern end o
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EUROPEAN THEATER

“.0n 3 December Soviet forces made slight geins southwest of
Kmnnut.ﬁi;-\_and in the vieinity of Zhlobin; they are within-nine miles
\ P

of the latter town. East of Orsha their pressure is increasing as

the weather grows ¢ ﬂ\.f and the ground harder.

\.

Sy

MEDITERRANEAN

\__
\\

1. Forty-eight Wellingtons a.ﬁ(cknd the Pontassieve railrecad yards
with observed effect during t.he migi1t r.r( 1-2 December; two British planes
were lost. The next day luﬁ auccm:l B—l? & reperted good results in an
attack on the submarine pana at Marseilles; 11 {g\mbabl:r 15} of some 27
to 35 enemy aircraft ancmterad were destroyed wi't. t loss. Forty-cne
B-25's bombed a hr’!:/d.gu at Chieti hitting the approaches\but losing two
of their number. Lighter aircraft supported the operationsiof the Fifth

and Eighth Armies and destroyed one (probably two) enemy airc

as mn;.l'nhipu off the Tugoslavian coast. Enemy aircraft made fiw

.JJ‘;;Q the Eighth Army front.

2. Li‘ullur!.ng a heavy and concentrated artillery preparation the
Fifth Army attacked enemy positions at the entrance to the Cassino-
Frosinone Corridor on the night of 2 Ihnmb-—::] cur troops, including the
mem—wm of
Montd Caming. —Unite—en—the—réphrt—flani—ef the Eifth Arny advanced-atong
a_ridge—en—bre—moubhoast—edope- ol Moutl dells MNets. [‘rha right flank of

T
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the Eighth Army continued to press fomrﬂ%m}kmhm"_htd
eaptured Orsogna,-lancianc and San Vito; fierce fighting continued gouth-
westef-GraogmE.

ASIATIC THEATER

“1._ Twenty-seven B-2L's of the 10th Air Force bombed engine sheds
and #mh;:us ‘iﬁ_\\hﬂ Rangoon area on 30 November; 11 more attacked the
town area at Akyab. fighter reaction to thi},-l'f‘unitmn was intensej
at least nine enemy aircraft wutmytd )Hﬁ five more repcrted as
probable. OQur forces suffered the qui‘& 1uu of six B-2li's. Other
medium, light and fighter nircr.lﬂ‘. droppad incuhd;lnry and demoliticn bembs
on Ningchangyang, K and airfields north of i[yiﬂhd‘na. and near Bhamo.

The qu‘;’nuh aircraft attacked targets at\?ti‘lhit.a,

- "
bombed }nnﬁ supply areas at Maungdaw and set fire to the refinery at._

and ghipping—along-—sre—Trraweddy . hout &0 Japanese aireraft bombed

Suichwan and Namyung; the runways at both fields were rendered unservice-
able. mh- P=lo's int.trupbﬂ the depmmeme attack en—eur
M fnemy casvalties were not sssessed.
@ATH e o TM
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PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST FACIFIC THEATERS

1, On 2 December our Sth Air Force concentrated on enemy-held
villages an installations near Borgen Bay, Kamlagidu Point and
operated to the ;ni, starting fires in

2. villages in the Shortlands

“-\.‘1_
3 December Kieta was heavily bombed by 23 B-25's, while 2L
B-2l;' s 'made another effective attack on enemy supplies and bivouace in

Shortland Island Area.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

1. US air units in the UK destroyed 63 (probably 7h) enemy planes

during the mal: ending 28 Humb-r, and lost twenty M"Egbarn and
ten other planes from all muni.'=-1pr th period the RAF destroyed
13 (probably 16) enemy planu and 1::-:1. lﬂgiawy b-m]gara, ll Mosquitoes
and 30 other :.irg;:.i‘lf 'I'huu fipures include our attack on Bremen and

two Rl[piuuinnu against Berlin.

2¢ uu the night of 1-2 December, a few German aircraft operated

over swthumw& and dropped a few bomb

attack cn Sclingen, 106 Bv-.'l'?'n an 's engaged this target as a

the 1 December

ssive enemy fighter _'d._é'f&nu;h_lqg? escorted

d against this target in lieu of Leverkusen which was

primary mission, meeting
B=17's alsc ©
obscured by clouds.

3. On 2 December, despite continuing adverse weather the Red forces
. —o-'—""_'_'-_-'-.-._
made slight gains toward the rail junctions of Znamenka and Smela which

— T —
are now within ar;;‘.],lw'ﬁ_ﬁéu. Hugmsnmmmzjhﬂmt of

Zilobine it

MEDI TERRANEAN
1. During the night-of-30-Novembar-l Decsmbery-Allted-pianes

o |

118 B-17's,-escorted—by-38—F-38ts, attacked
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{probably—£tve Ememyplanes-were-destroyed: IIn other operations

durinp—theEy, Allled planes-beombed-eremy—batteriss—near—Gassiney—patrol -

Liad—trapatiie-—aress-and {low offensive misslons along whe eastern shore

of the Adriatic Sem, Fm me attempted no interceptions over +he
battle mg

2. Left flank of eme Fifth Army found strong enemy resistance

m%-m on 2 December, Fhe Alght

flank of #we Eighth Ammy retarded by demolitions and mines in its drive

beyond #he Sangro River, engaged in flerce fighting before I..lnci.lmg

_Dutflanking—this-town—to-the-south it-oapturet Cartel fremtanc wrich—it—
neld degpite heavy snemy-eounteratbaoxs. -AlomrtireCorrtel- road-prearess

waa made tomard San Vito.

ASIATIC THEATER

_Eﬁst. completed

0 this bridge in a previo Mlngt_:;—

2s -!tght.[B—ES*u of = 1hth Air Force, sseested—by—32fighter

planag, made low-level attacks on shipyards at Hongkong on 1 December;

Gl sl grapirad  parsedd
they smM

sacend, S00-foot yessel lo-devdeekr—and—peored—ritr o merorrowiddings
and damaged shipyard w:tim] Lna—pebrk-wan—tontr—Hree-F=ht

wachine-gunned the-townof Dong Cucng -and Rearby-Peilrosd-yards and
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Lbappass . [}h sweeps over -bhe Burma Hoad and in 4 area north of Lashio

our fighter planes harassed snemy trucks and troop calumné] Gthrer

Lake area —deflieting numercus casualtias.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

destroyers and a large el, and later machine-)
cting heavy casualties. Forty-

gix B-2l's covered by P-L7's bom enemy su installations at Wewak

dumps, barges and antiaireraft positions at Borgen Bay. Allied ground

forces edptured a suspension bridge three miles northeast of Sattelberg

lnﬂ,nccupind Warso without opposition.
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

Infantry Division (Major General H, ki C. Jengs) will move from Camp

—~ e
Livingston, Loulsiana, to the New Orleans Port of Embarkation, instead

of to the Bm/?r;nﬂi;u Port of Embarkation as reported on 28 August

19_1’;31://

EUROFEAN THEATER

l.[l[uuquitu bombers harassed the Bochum ateel works, Dusseldoerf,
the steel and armament works at Roth, and Cologne during the night of
29-30 November. Similar attacks were made on Bochum and Essen the next
night.
Large formations of US escorted heavy bombers again attacked

Solingen on 1 Dacmbcc_r] indium bombers struck German airfields

and aircraft works in

¢ 1ight bomber and 1l fighters.

E.E:ring our attacks on Solingen on 30 November a P-38 with cld
US markings attacked cne of our P-47's. The enemy is also painting some
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of his aireraft to resemble nurl]

tions through 1945. General

States-British use in his theater

sorted freight cars.

The British have contributed 300 2

Wﬂd
3 hhm
w.t.ﬂ“—nﬂ-““ﬂ. A light and fighter bomber sortles
were made in support of the Eighth Army and Allied Spitfires continued
to patrol the battle area. Eleven P-38's escorted Italian aircraft which

mmliuinmumm Five (probably-six) snamy DlANAS Wars
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—SHovembor—was steppad wiith o maierisl shange—tn—tie—rtmer—Rie it
Ay _gontinuad to imprews—its positions—on—the—ridge-north-of-the-Bangro
W [D-t.un.imd enemy counterattacks ﬂa-.-.wr

Allied advance; 1,000 priscners, many guns and
much equipment have been uptuﬂg

3. Mm*ﬂmm 18

November, 151,107 tons of supplies, 5,952 vehicles and 35,76l persons
were discharged at Italian west coast pomj Frim—ehowsr—an—insreage

EnmnpmuWWH

Foggia atrfields|
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2. [.I.bwt 100 Allied bombers and fighters heavily attacked the enemy
inthnilhuhiuﬂldmuumdmpouiummhrmxlmﬂ

» ammunition and supply dumps,
B-25's damaged ememy concentra-
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machine-gunned Japanese gun positions in the Jaba River area; enewmy—insbad-~
lations at Tonolal and near Matchin sand-Espress—Augesta—Bays were-macirine-
gunned by—ddddad-Fiehher-planse..

r

}'_nu.r fighter planes in the Solomons report that they have made

contact with no enemy aireraft since 22 Narmba—r}
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