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DEJLASEBIFIED
BED Letter, 5-3-73

GENERAL

The War Department requested senior overseas commanders to warn
persormél under their jurisdictions of the dangers of unauthordzed
discussion or speculation concerning secret military plans, operations,
weapons and equipment and wrged that the release of such information
be limited to that personally approved by them, This action parallels
a request from the US Office of Censorship to all US news agencies to

avold discussion of these subjects.

EUHOPEAN THEATER

Small numbers of RAF Mosqultoes continued their harassing attacks
on enemy targets in the Ruhr and along the Channel coast during the
night of 29-30 Jamuary. In the previously reported raid against

Brunswick on 30 Jaw, a total of 699 B-17's and B-24's, escorted by

£33 fighters, attacked the target with 1620 tons of high explosives and

incendiaries. Forty-one B-24's hit their secondary target, Hanover, with

117 tons, More than 300 enemy fighters wers encountered and 91 (probably

125) were shot down for the loss of 20 bombers and four fighters.

B-24's escorted by P-47's attacked military objectives in the Pas
de Calais area during 31 Jameary without incident. Other P-47's, sup-
ported by P-38's, bombed the enemy airfield at Cilze-Rijen. Aggressive

fighter opposition was encountered and 17 enemy planes were destroyed.
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MEDI TERRANEAN

1., During 30 Jamary a total of 215 escorted B-17's and B-24's dropped
292 tons of bombs on enemy airfields at Villorba, Manlago, Udine and
Aviano in northeastern Italy, Seventy-six enemy planes were destroyed on
the ground and 62 (probably 77) shot down in aerial combat for the loss 7é
of five heavy bombers and ons fighter. Sixty P-47's sweeping the Villorba ;?
area prior to the attack of our heavy bombers destroyed 36 of some 50 /h/:’—;
enemy planes encountered for the loss of one P-47. Our tactical aircraft
attacked road junctions and communication lines controlling traffic to
Home and the battle areas, patrolled the beachhead, and furnished general

support to the ground forces.

2. Our Anzio beachhead expanded slowly on 31 January., On the left
British infantry and US armered units advanced near Campoleone Station.
On the right our forces attacked toward Cisterna, encounterling opposition
from enemy armor and self-propelled guns. The Fifth Army Command Post
opened at Villa Borghese on 30 January.

The enemy counterattacked in the Carigliano sector. To the north,

units of the U3 II Corps overran enemy defenses south of Cairo and, by
evening, occupied that town., Elements of the Eighth Army attacked toward

Tollo.
PACTFIC AND S0U r THEATERS

1, There was no report of ground action received from our forces on

New BEritain on 30 January. Two enemy &ir raids at Arawe during the
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morning were ineffective. In New Guinea Allied units west of Sio were
approaching the Timbe River; Australian troops operating in the Hamu
Valley occupied a village eight miles northwest of Deaumoina and continued
to advance toward the northeast. In south central New Cuinea an attack
by eight barge loade of Japarese on an Allied Eilanden River post was re-—
pulsed; enemy plenes attacked Allied positions there during the afterncon.
Escorted B-25's sank two small freighters, six barges and one
lugpger and left a sea truck burning in attacks on shipping at Hansa and

Bilau Bays; also bombed were enemy bivouac and supply areas at Alexishafen.

2. Twenty P-39's machine—gunned a village in southeastem
Bougainville on 29 January. The next day three missions totaling 18
B-24's, 26 B-25's and 34 light bombers, covered by 117 fighters,
attacked airfields and shipping at Rabaul., Ope ememy freighter was
sunk and a destroyer and two freighters left buming; 23 (probably 29)
enemy planes were shot down in combat for the loss of four Allied air-
eraft.

A US assault force composed of one rifle and one tank company,
supported by artillery and mortar fire, attacked across the Torckina
River on the morning of 30 Jamuaryj; although heavy resistance was en-
countered the objective was taken in less than two hours., Our positions

on the east bank of the river are being consolidated.

3. On 28 January six South Paclfic bombers hit Nauru with unob-
served results, Thirty dive and fighter bombers attacked Emid} on 30
January while 18 B-25's bombed three small islands on the eastern fringe
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of Maloelap Atoll and sank a small ship off Wotje. That night asssek-

numhssmmme~ bombers attacked Roi, Kwajalein, Wotje, Jaluit, and Mili,

EASTERN FRONT

On 31 January the Soviet advance southwest of Leningrad continued,
Red forces reaching the Luga Rlver. On the central front Soviet attacks
between the Pripet and Berezina made slight progress while to the south
strong pressure southeast of Belaya Tserkov and northwest of Kirovegrad
forced the Germans to withdraw slowly. A strong Soviet offensive was
launched scutiwest of Dnepropetrovsk, but German counterattacks prevented
galns. At Kerch strong fighting continued with the Soviets making slow,

but gradual, progress.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

RAF planes returmed to Berlin during the night 28-29 January,
673 British heavy bombers and ten Mosquitoes attacking the German
capitol during the early morning houra, Forty-two heavy bombers are
missing and six others crash-landed on their return trip,

The Bth Air Force target for 30 January was the aircraft plant
at Brunswick. More than 1,500 aircraft, B30 of which were heavy bombers,
were diapl.‘b:hnd_un this mission, the detalls of which have not yet been

recelved,

MEDI TEREANEAN

1. During the might of 28-29 Jamuary, British aircraft attacked
the railroad yards at Foligno and Verona and motor transportation
south of Rome; one bomber failed to return. On the fellowing day five
missions totalling 174 US heavy bombers dropped 453 tons of explosives
on key rail centers in northern Italy controlling scuthbound traffic.
During the day 167 medium bombers dropped 297 tons of bombs on rail-,
road bridges north of Rome and rail and harbor installations at San
Benedetto, Iighter aircraft hit an explosives factory at Bussi, bombed
motor transport in the battle area, attacked communications south of
Rome and supported our ground forces, In these operatlons three enemy
planes were destroyed for the loss of three B-26's.
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2, The Allied ferces in the Anzio beachhead reported active
patrolling and slow progress on the left during 30 January. An enemy
counterattack was repulsed by US forces southwest of Cisterma. Qur
positions were subjected to a heavy enemy air raid on the previcus
evening,.

Along the Garigliano, Allied units made further progress in
the rough terrain north of Minturmo and northeast of Castelfcrte, ad-
vancing approximately one mile in both areas, US troops captured
several more hills morthwest of Cassino and assisted French troops
in retaking high ground east of Terelle., Twenty-three US tanks have
been moved west of the Rapido.

On the Eighth Army front vigorous patrol activity was reported.

3. latest casualty figures follow;

Fifth Army (27 January) Eilled Wounded Missing Totals
us 3,243 14,196 4,116 21,555
British 2,221 10,732 3,743 16,696
French 717 3,944 192 4,853

Eignth Army (28 Jamary) 2,98, 10,634 1,951 15,569

Grand Totals 9,165 39,506 10,002 58,673

Prisoners of war captured by components of the Fifth Army are

as followsg
s 3,812
British 2,413
French 616
Total 6,841

Prisoners of nrfupﬁrod by the British Eighth Army total 3,092,

O
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ASTATIC THEATER

Eleven escorted B-24's of the 10th Alr Force bombed oil refinery
installations at Yemangyaung on 29 Januery; the target areas were well
covered and several fires were started,

FAF heavy bombers attacked the railroad yards at Rangoon on 28

January; other aireraft hit enemy pesitions near Mualhem the next day.
CIFIC AND S0 T PACIFIC 'THEATERS

1, US patrols southwest of Cape (loucester encountered opposition
east of Sag Sag on 29 January. In New Cuinea the Allied advance met
strong resistance on the high ground north of Kenkiryo, Patrols from
our Saidor beachhead advanced eastward without gaining contact; to the
west they reported the enemy in a defensive position on the Yawi River.
Kiari was occupied and Allied forces patrolled to the west.

Two sguadrons of B-25's successfully raided Bogia village.
Allied light bombers and fighters supported our New Britain operations
by attacks against enemy positions east of the Natamo River and installa-

tions east and west of our Arawe bridgehead. Sixteen P-40's dive-bombed

enemy positions in the Ramu Valley.

2. Recomnnaissance elements from our Torokina beachhead patrolled
east of House Kiape on 28 January. Sixty escorted US bombers hit one
of the Rabaul satellite airdromes destroying at least 20 aircraft on the
ground; 30 (probably 42) airborne fighters also were destroyed for a loss
of five of our fighters. Later that day 23 escorted B-25's made &

“3-
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low-level attack on Tobera, destroylng one enemy plane on the rumway,
starting many small fires in the revetment areas and sllencing gun
positions., Nineteen escorted B-24's and 40 Navy bombers again struck
&t Rabaul airfields the following day destroying a mumber of planes on
the ground and seven (probably nine) in the air without loss, Eight
bombers escorted by 60 fighters scored hits on gun positions at Tobera,
destroyed five planes on the ground, demolished bulldings and shot down
17 (probably 21) of 30 to 50 intercepting enemy fighters for the loss
of two US planes,

3., US airecraft attacked Tarca in the Marshalls on 29 Jamuary
hitting beach positions and buildings near the service apron, and de-
stroying two (probably three) of eight enemy planes which followed
this mission for 100 miles on its return. ILater that day seven B-25's
attacked the same target hitting barracks, hangars and damaging 11

aircraft on the ground. One B-25 went down over the target.

EASTERN FRONT

Southwest of Leningrad the Soviets made substantial gains on 30
January in their effort to block the corrider north of Lake Peipus
u;d are now about ten miles east of Kingisepp on the Luga River. West
of Chudovo the Jermans were withdrawing to thelr next delaylng position,
On the southern front the Soviets launched new attacks against
Shepetovka. House-to-house fighting is reported in Kerch,
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WESTLRN HEMISPHERE

Directives have been issued for the movement of the 9lst Infantry
Division (Major General William G.Livesay, Commanding) from Camp Adair,
Oregon, to the Hampton Roads Port of Embarkation for further movement

overseas on or about 1 March 1944.

EURCPEAN THEATER

On the night of 27-28 January, 433 BAF heavy bombers raided Berlin
through a heavy overcast with unreported results; six Mosquito bombers
made & follow-up attack an hour later, More than 100 other heavy bombers
made & diversionary attack on the submarine base at Heligoland and success—
fully laid a total of 329 mines in the Texel, Kattegat and Heligoland areas,
Thirty-four aircraft are missing from these operations, Other Mosquite
bombers made muisance raids on Aachen, Dieppe and operated over other
points in Germany, Holland and Denmark,

A striking force of more than 1500 Allied planes including seme BOO
US B=17's and B-24's dropped 1BOU tons of bombs on communication and
industrial targets at Frankfurt on 29 January, MAllied planes shot down
102 eremy fighters for a loss of 31 bombers and 13 fighters, Allied
escorted medium and light bombers attacked military objectives in north-
ern France., Fighter planes attacked airfields in Brittany and enemy
shipping in the channel.
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MEDT TERRANEAN

l. During the night of 27-28 January, 38 heavy bombers of the
Strategic Alr Force attacked Arezzo and Porto Civitanova; two failed
to return, The following day two escorted heavy bomber missions, total-
ling 140 B-17's, successfully attacked the airdrome at Aviano and the
railroad yards at Verona, At Aviano our aircraft shot down 14 of some
30 intercepting enamy [ighters without loss. Fifty-four B<24's scored
hits on the railroad yards and town of Ferrara. In attacks against Orvieto
90 B-26's successfully destroyed a bridge north of the town, while 72
B-25's scored hits on the Orte and Terni railroad yards. Light bombers
and fighters attacked enemy communications and positions between Home
and the Gariglianc and maintained air cover over the battle areas destroy-

ing at least 21 enemy aircraft durlng these operations.

—

2. No important changes were reported by our Anzio beachhead forces
during 29 Januvary. North of the Garigliano Hiver Britlsh units captured
high ground northeast of Castelforte. French troops repulsed four enemy
counterattacks along their front, and continued their attack toward
Terelle, Both sides engaged in strong patrolling on the Eighth Army front;

the enemy unsuccessfully ntmﬁtad to infiltrate our line in the vieinity

of Orsogna,

IFIC &0 B
1. During the night of 27-28 January, Australian {lying boata

successfully bombed an airfield near Ambon, The next day 14 escorted

i T
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medium bombers in a sweep from Bogla harbor to Cape Croisilles destroyed
three bridges, several barges, and many buildings and machine-gunned
antiaircraft positions. Light bombers and fighters attacked troop
concentrations, shipping and enemy installations from Borgen Bay to

Cape Hoskins.

2. Allied patrels on Cape Gloucester encountered strong resistance
after crossing the Natamo River, Active patrolling was continued by our

forces in northeastern New Culnea,

3. Om 27 January, 19 escorted B-25's hit the runway and revetments
at Lakunai and destroyed 23 (probably 29) enemy planes for the loss of
six fighters. Two squadrons of B-24's, escorted by 56 Navy fighters,
bombed a supply and concentration area near Rabaul; some 30 Jap planes
refused combat with our fighters. Barly the following morning & search

plane, in an attack on & 12-ship convoy scuth of Kavieng, left two shipe

burning.

EASTERN FRONT

On 29 January the Soviets extended their front about nine miles

southwest of Leningrad to within thirty miles of the Luga River, the
strongest natural German position east of the Estonian frontier., Chudovo,
southeast of Leningrad, alse fell to the Soviets clearing the important
direct rail line to Moscow, On the central front the Soviets forced

the enemy to evacuate Novosokolnlki.
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On the scuthern front the Germans despite Soviet counterattacks
made new advances east of Vimnitsa but were forced out of Smela. Heavy

fighting continued at Kerch.
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EURCPEAN THEATER

Allied aircraft, including B-24's escorted by P-47's, attacked
military targets in the Pas de Calals and other areas of northern
France during 28 January. Enemy opposition was weak and all our planes

returned safely.

MEDITERHANEAN

1. The tempo of the Allied air offensive in the Mediterranean
inereased during 27 Jamary with improving weather; 1472 heavy, medium,
light and fighter sorties were flown. 144 escorted B-17's and B-24's
of the Strategic Air Force dropped 479 tons of bombs on the Montpellier,
Istres, and Salon airfields in southeasterm France with good results.
B-25 missions totalling 234 planes attacked road and rail communications
north and south of Rome while our lighter bombers hit bridges, rail in-
stallations and motor transportation in the rear of the battle area and
shipping off the Yugoslavian coast. Allied fighters fumished day and
night protection to the Anzio beachhead. During this period some 50
enemy planes were destroyed for the loss of three heavy bombers, three

medium bombers and eight fighter planes,

2, The Allied units in the Anzio area continued to expand their
beachhead during 28 January., On the Garigliano front the British X
Corps was occupied mainly in regrouping its forces; some progress, however,
was reported by & new attack designed to clear the enemy from the area

northeast of Castelforte. Our IT Corps, continuing the assault on

P
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Cassino, was encountering thick mine fields and heavy artillery and
mortar fire. Flerce fighting continued south of Belmonte.
There was active patrolling by both sides on the Eighth Army

front.,

ASIATIC THEATER

Seven escorted B-25's of the 10th Adr Force bombed & Japanese
camp on the Arakan coast during 26 January and 15 B-24's attacked
grounded enemy asircraft in the same area, RAF planes operated against
enemy railroad and shipping facilities in central Burma and also

raided enemy positions on the Arakan coast,

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC TERS

1. 5th Air Force missions during 27 Jamary included a heavy attack
by 41 escorted B-24's which destroyed bulldings and hit antialrecraft
positions and supply dumps in the Lorengau area, & sweep by two squadrons
of B-25's escorted by P-47's against the esnemy dump and bivouac areas
near Bogla and raids by lighter aircraft along the New Guinea coast.
Seven B-24's operating to the west attacked targets at Dilli, Timor,
There was little ground activity reported during the period; our forces

advancing west along the Rai coast have reached Kiari,

2. MNineteen South Pacific B-24's attacked the Lakunai runway and
revetment area during the night of 25-26 January; one bomber was lost

and another crash-landed, At noon the next day Allied bombers and

1

-2 -



Ll L __ma (L rr_r
e T T T =1 T b bl . . 1 3
[ CENTRAL PACIFIC
o 2 o LPokagkky Aol B i
SCALE OF MILES A
L5 . _.
- » Bikar Atoll 4
== Eniwatak Atall Bikini Atall 1
iy _cp SO RAOl utink Atol !
e ¢ Aliinginoe Atall="Rongeiap Atoll  ° Tako Atoll -1
. “Watha Atoll ey |
" i fe 4 ¢ Likisp Atoli™  watje Atell =
Ujee Atoll_ L %"
| Qo Muilo 15 % Erikub Atoll H:Ioll:ngl.ﬂ.lull. L=
T T Kwajalain Atall : MF%EF_ Ls
il # Namu MMI" ! 5 =)
t Q Truk Is. g Orokk | I Majure Atall
» T i Ailinglapalap Atoll 2= ®amo atoll -
jL : . . Pingelop ls Jaluit Arell b E_HID._ldq Mili Atall =
v Ngatik | Kusaie | y . . b
A3 . k Atoll
= 1 Salowon Is Nomol 1. Mamaori ] 1
Ebon Alnn-
= JMHuhuoro s =
Maokin I
_
$ ¢
A Id;q |y * -
s poio !
¢ }Tn rawa |
e « Keping oh Malana L - =1
A i
Kuria 1‘-‘ Faneng e
vl
Naouru | Hanath | A /
Ocean | —
'_i} e : i Topiteusady® 4 ©
= ) ﬂmmn“ 41
T RN RN NPT Y Wy TN NS Y S S SR s s I e L e
g g O =8 o







+ g

LS

)

DROLASSTITE "
WAL Letter, 5-8-78

fighters retumed to the Rabanl ares attacking targets at Lakumai and
hitting & mearby carge vessel; 22 (probably 30) of 40 teo 60 imtercepting
planas were shot dewn for the loss of thres Wllied sireraft, Search
planes attacking & convey northwest of Esvieng that day hit a destroyer
and & gunboat,

3. Comtral Pacific reconnaissance aircraft attacked a comvoy east
of Endwetok on 25 Jumuary sinking an escort and probably sinking & medium
tanker. The next day nine B-25's bombed Tarea from low altitudes; hitting
the radic station, sterehouses and hangars and starting large fires,
Eleven (probably 12) of 20 intercepting Japanese planes were destroyed,
Enamy fighters followsd our retuming B-25's until asbushed, as plarmed,
by 12 Makin-based P-40's which shot down six (probably 11) more, A1l
our planss returned, Nine B-25's bombad Eaidj from low altitudes; re-
sulta were unobsarved,

BASTERN FRONT

mﬂmmmmnlntb-fwnu:ﬂ;ﬂm
Qerman forces from the direct rall line to Moscow except at Chudovo,
Bouthwest of Novgored ancther hed drive cut the Batetskays-Dno railroad
nine miles south of Batetsiaym, 8light guins were made by the moemy on
the southern front where strong Jerman attacks east of Vinnitsa contimued
in the face of Soviet counterattscks, Heavy fighting contimued at Kerch,

.
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1. On 25 January 141 Allied medium, light and fighter bombers
attacked targets in northern ce, These were followed that night

by 57 heavy bombers which bt the same areaj; 14 FAF Mosquitoes raided

ending 23 January US aircraft based in the UK

shot down 14 ( bly 18) enamy planes, Six US heavy bombers, one

medium bomber, and cne fighter were lost from all causes. Our prin-

l. Lﬁd weather forced the cancellation of heavy and medium bomber
missions for 26 January; Allied light bombers and fighters supported
ground operations and attacked key communication points behind the
battle fronts. Three (probably four) enemy planes were destroyed
during the day for the loss of three Allied ﬂghbim;

2. During 27 Januvary units in the Anzie beachh reached

their objectives in the

one ared where they are

with enemy forces, US chute troops, operating on
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Forward units of the IT Corpy in the Cassino area ware 500

yards west of the Rapido, encounteping strong enemy resistance, while
to the north Fremch troops wery’ pushing towards Terelle after having

suwstained furious German terattacks late on 26 January.

ASIATIC THEATER

1. Five Chinese-American B-25'4 sank a mine-sweeper and two

200-foot freighters off the east coast on 25 January. The
following day sixteen P-40's the lith Air Force bombed and machine-
gunned the airdrome and the racks area at Kengtung. Japanese
planes d.rnppu:i bombs on

machine-gummed Namyung

e rummay at Kienow in eastern China and

2. | Forty-five escorted British dive-bombers over southwest

SB piles portlpvsad ATA!J

Burma attacked enemy positions near ]nunmdakon 25/ Jandary, reporting
concentrations in the target arﬂﬂ Tretve—fipirtere-abbacked—mimt dar

targets near Mawlaiky--sho-ie-méwedny,
CIFIC SOUTHWEST PACIFIC

p [ﬂliad planes made additiomal successful attacks in the
Alexishafen-Madang area on 25 Jamuary, The following day 40 B-24's
tn Py Falasel
hit lo Sidlieiomete—sirdrene destroying buildings, and leaving
the rumay mrﬂmhlni Madium snd 14ght bosbersattacked—the-
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I

/
Guinea coast and supported our New B:rit?fi.n operations with attacks on

countered a strong enemy position

troop concentrations east of Natamo 17 small shipping along the coast.
Our Cape (loucester patrols }. n

the high ground one mile narth of the Kankiryoe saddle and ambushed an

1,500 yards south of MNatamo. In :!Zﬂuim Allied forward units captured
enemy patrol scuthwest of Saidoer. I,'f At Sio Allied forward elements have

reached the Kwama River, ffl

2, On 25 Januvary eight Jkénqaa planes unsuccessfully bombed our
front line positions in the okina area; one enemy plane was shot
domn by our antiaircraft fire, The following day a South Pacific

gearch plane hit an eremy ship northwest of Kavieng,

3. On the night of 24 January & Navy search plape destroyed three

of five intercepting enemy p s near Allinglapalap, The fellowing day

18 B-24's from the Central Ppeific Area hit Kwajalein reperting good

results, Nine B-25's in a Jlow-level attack on Taroa started fires and
destroyed one grounded p and one (probably four) of 30 to 35 air-
bome enemy planes wit loss, Mili was attacked by 35 Army planes

with 14 tons of boambs,

EASTESN FHONT

The Soviet forces advancing south of Leningrad on 27 January
captured Volosovo and Tosno. Along th ront fierce German
attacks were reported nopbh-ei-Nosesekoloild-and=north of the Bug,
the—dattor dulue. aimed at removing the Red threat to the Odessa-Warsaw

R -
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rail line and to check Soviet pressure against the shoulder of the

salient west of Kirovograd., Kerch remained in Qerman hands









\\@f / ;

.. » k
¥ T2 b
fﬁ Vi
CIVITAVECCHIA® _ § =
i A | ‘
- ¥ 4
X \ w

' CORSICA

CENTRAL ITALY  mxzio”

08510 20 B30 40 80 60 TO 80 %0 00
APPROXIMATE WILES

BASE MAP NO. 2760 (FRLE) RAA, 088
26 OCTOBER 1943 REPRODUCED, 088




L]

TPOLAGSTPIED
Letter, B-8-T8

EUVROPEAN THEATER

Our P-i7's operated over western Burope in strength diring 25
&~ ’

January; 1l dive-bombers, covered by 35 cthers, attap¥ed the Gilze-

rden fleld. There

MEDITERRANEAN

1. On the night of 24=25 January approximately 25 enemy 4dircraft
attacked our shipping at Anzio Naples, sinking one Brjfish hospital
ship and ing another to er with naval units and a Liberty ship.
Li-:‘j_nding their primary targets cloud-covered, Strategie—idr
Jorcs B=1T7's bombed ‘raﬂ. bridges along the Italian east coast on 25
i,
January. bombed bridgua} md-mnd.u}-in—thrﬁthﬂtj

railroad yards and ware-

hx:ruaea T8
ﬁmm, targets of opportunity
arcund Rome and along the Eighth Army Fruntgmd—wm
sotop-tpamsportativr—im—the—Prbrownteearens—fYoponiavia, LEY patrcls
were flown over the Anzio beachhead area. At least seven enemy air-

eraft were destroyed in these operations which cost us three fighter

-

2. A)‘nr Anzio beachhead forces continued to press inland on 26

January without major contact with the enemy although resistance was
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developing, particularly on the east flank. Forward elementa reached
the outskirts of Campoleone and Cisterma on the main railrcad; patrols
also have reached Littoria without contact. The enery is believed to

be assembling a mobile counterattack force equivalent to a three-division
corps to contest our landing.

Fighting has abated on the Garigliano front but in the Cassinc

aree strong resistance is being offered to an Allied bridgehead estab-
Burthor north-French-Lroops ropost—she—smemy

- 5 nal: 23 DHTIE O e Y,

lished north of that tm]

=i

ASTATIC THEATER

On 2y Jammary enemy counterattacks were repulsed southeast of

Maungdaw in southwest Burma; @ RAF made a lf-plane attack on positions
in that area. Other aire on offensive reconnaissance missions destroyed

or damaged river craft ghd railroad rolling stock.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. Mllied patrols at Arawe cleared the area 5,000 yards in front

of the main line of resistance on 25 3 Umtingalu and the airfield

are free of the enemy. Near Cape Gl ster our ground forces met
resistance two miles east of Na * In this area our artillery sank
an enemy barge off Cape Gauffre where two enemy barges were reported to
have landed reinforcements on fhe previous evening. Natives report the

enemy to be moving eastward./ In New Ouinea our patrels are working down
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the Mintjim Valley and maintaining contact one mile north of Kankirye.
Forty-nine B-2k's started fixes in the dump areas at Hansa
Bay; 39 B-25's bombed and machine d the Momote alrfield and
Lorengau area, whare grounded mm:;r___nircrnft. were destroyed and gun
positions, barges, jetties and bui_'l.d{i\'.ngs were damaged; 18 others hit
supply installations and villages n{x__{iragat Island. Three bombers are

missing. /

A
N
2. On 24 January, 18 Navy plmfa covered by Allied fighters

returning to Rabaul sank five h‘ai.ghaqra and a tanker and damaged a tanker
and a freighter. Twenty-four {pmblbll 28) enemy planes were destroyed
for the loss of one Navy fighter. B-25's raided Tobera airfiseld,

Rabaul .

3. BSeventeen tons of bombs wele dropped on Mili on 2l January by
43 Army planes which also strafed sfporage and gpun positions. In the
evening B-25's started large firea the barracks and hangar areas at
Wotje and scored hits on Tarca. ¥ Zeros intercepted over Tarca using
aerial bombs; two (probably three) were destroyed for a loss of one B-25.
That night B-2li's started fires at Taroa, and raided Mili and Wotje.

EASTERN FRONT

W’ﬁn foree of

major Soviet drives has diminished but the Red Army continues to main-

tain pressure south of Leningrad and at Kerch where flerce fighting
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—by—fed—irfarbry—andi-amen. is gradually expanding the Soviet beachhead.

Southeast of Vinnitsa and north of Uman, German counterattacks have

blunted the Soviet salients extending towards the Bug Ri‘h‘er.t

> a
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EUROPEAN THEATER

1. 8th Air Force missiona totalling B-17's and B-2L's escorted

by 678 P-38's, P-L7's and P-Gl's we patched to attack Frankfurt on
2l January. Weather closing their bases, the planes were -ordered
to return. During the ret flight 142 tons of high e ives and
incendiaries were dropgfed on an unidentified indust plant near
Eschweiler. In al encounters during the daa‘/zf (probably 26) enemy
planes nre/ stroyed; two B-17's and nine figHters are missing. 175

gth j.irfj‘éca B-26's escorted by 12 squadrphs of RAF Spitfires bombed

t-u_.l;géi:-s in the Pas de Calais area I'it.g-:rf{t. incident.

2. Lj.n unseasonable thaw, which set in along the entire Russian front
on 25 January, has made the movement of heavy materiel difficult. South
of Leningrad the Soviets captured Krasnogvardeisk and cut the railroad

on both sides of the town.

JHegt_of Nowgoved.the Bad Army advanced-bo-within eighimiles-ef-timn
JHatetsiga-laningradseilrcads Little progress was made on the central
front where the Soviets were encountering stiff German resistance in
their attempt to penetrate toward Bobruisk. At Kerch Soviet pressure

on the northeast and south made the fall of the city appear im:‘-mnt.:]
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MEDITERRANEAN

1. During the might of 23-2l; January, 8 British planes attacked

the aireraft fu}ﬁry at Maribor, three otMers bombing rail instau,ntj.ms
at Ancona; z;n/ of the British aircrafy’failed to return. /

)/mct. day 100 escorted 15ph Air Force B-17's and E-Zl;.’s bombed
the mj__lmad yards and town at Vrattsa and Skoplje, n:.]:‘ﬁpping 1,072
qua,rt;l};'-t.on bombs with observdd effect. Six (probably Q}.f;.ht} enemy planes
’ nr;daat.rmd in aerial combat over the two citiesj u'ina bombers and two

PL38's failed to return.

%athnr-in—i:nh—u&u.- hampered the efforts of our light bomber and fighter
aireraft to support ground apaﬂtionu} Thpee—{tprobetty—oor ey —

lanes we o rea .
Eight other Allied fighier platess-istereepting-more~than-26-enomy—air-
-eraft attacking our. shipping-off-Sawbey-destrored-ihree-Gernan -bombers-

E.ZDurmg 25 January the expanding VI Corps bridgehead reached the
Moletta River on the left and a point two miles west of Littoria on the
east; here it was three miles from the Appian Way.

Along the Gariglianc X Corpapatrols made a cne-mile advance
north of Minturno; our II Corps renewed its attacks over the Rapido in
the Cassino area encountering heavy mine fields. Late press reports
indicate that the enemy may have withdrawn west of Cmiuj

-8 -
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ASIATIC THEATER

1. 10th Air Force planes attacked communication lines in northern

Burma on 22 Jamuary. The following day 19 B-2l's attacked shipping at
Mergui, on the Andaman Sea, while lighter aireraft damaged bridges,

motor transport, rolling
RAF supplemented these Hperations with attacks apgainst rail and river-

ck and other targets in central Burma. The

~based B-25's sank three small freighters and two
small cargo-pass r ships and damaged other small craft in the Formosa
. Two B-25's sank a 300-foot freighter in the South

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. On 23 January our Cape (1 ster patrol killed forty Japanese

near Natamo, destroying machine and capturing quantities of ammunition
and supplies; the enemy retrea to the east. Above the Ramu Valley
our forces captured enemy posit near Paipa, four miles down the

Mint jim Valley. Patrolling coptimed without contact at Saidor; at Sio

our patrols cleaned out enemy groups.

Thirty-three B-2L¥s hit airdromes and supply areas near Wewak
destroying four parked « Twenty-three B-25's started fires in -
supply areas and hit shipping near Hansa Bay. In an attack on
airdromes and shipping gt Lorengau, 38 escorted B-25's destroyed seven

(probably ten) groun aireraft, sank three and damaged two large seatrucks,
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.
and destroyed smaller craft. Escorted RAAF/planes struck effectively

at the dump areas at Cape Hoskins. To tHe west six B-2l's bombed

villages in the Tanimbars.

2. The advance Command Post of t.}:"é Sixth Army was open at

Finschhafeh on 10 January.

3. Sixty-three Navy planes escorted by B0 Allied fighters in a
surprise attack on Lakunai airdrome o.ud Rabaul harbor on 23 January,
destroyed or damaged 17 gun ponitiq.lﬁ; and eight enemy planes on the
ground, started large fuel fires a?ll;Lti shot down 32 (probably L6) enemy
planes. Three of our fighter planes were lost, Later in the day L8
Allied fighters returned to Rabaul, 'encountered 60 enemy planes, and
added 1l (probably 15) of them tux,t:;u_r day's score,

/

L. On 23 January, 2l Central Pacific B-2l's dropped L8 tons of
bombs on Wotje. Twenty-one E—EE:E bombed and machine-gunned Taroaj
three (probably five) enemy planes were destroyed. A search plane
probably sank an 8,000-ton c :: vassel off Ewajalein,
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WESTERN HEMISFHERE

Five US planes cked targets on Paramushiro and shu during

hours of 23 Jamuary; all airc returned.

& Ruhr. | Ninety-two German

planes made two raids over England, 27 penetrating to the London area and
dropping their bombas. Casualties reported included 28 killed, 97 seriously
injured; ten (probably 13) of the raiders were shot dﬂ'ﬁn}

Dur the night of 23-24 uary Mosquitoes again rated
r‘ over th area while other British heavy bombers mined’ sea lanes
off the horth coast of France.

E.[Buuth of Leningrad Soviet forces cut the Krasnogvardeisk-Narva
railroad line 1l miles west of Krasnogvardeisk on 2l January. The Red
Army alsc made minor gains southeast of Leningrad and west and southwest
of Novgorod. Kerch is being attacked by the Soviets from the north and
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of 22-23 January, 12 Allied heavy bombers

Harbor., On the foll g day Allied n_i_;::ﬁrt attacked

-

. il
shipping along the southern coasi”of Oreece and in Cos Harbor. One

s
plfpn"iu missing, another crashed.

2. [Ihri.n.g 23 Jamuary 202 B-17's and B-24's of the Strategic Air
Force attacked ememy communication centers throughout Italy wwibhr—observed

t-Porto

mu—aw—&-——o—-mwmm

., Btrong patrols were maintained

over the battle fronts by our fightnrnﬁ

\’ 3. [Fncrﬂrd elements of the Al forces had gained their initial
cbjectives in the Anszio beachhead by noon of 24 January, pushing inland
to a depth of some seven miles; they were four miles rm the l.ppil.n Way.

WW" P & e 2
Cermans to cmt-entt-nck
;n't.hil area during 23 but no major results have been reported. /}
‘%h of Cas vy fighting continued along the Fifth Army
front, the British X Corps mdking small advances, Operations £ this
area have been hindered by the ememy's opening the San Glovanni dam which

e

( Sirincast wnnBon mm

A-HM
e e
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has increased the flow of the Oarigliane. Only patrolling was reported

unt.hnEighthuwfrmtﬂ

ASIATIC THEATER

1. Nine B-25's, 16 B-2L's, m;d 14 escorting P-38's from the lﬂth

Air Force heavily damaged the _jxgina sheds, railway station and

3. H:Ll_:,ll China-based B-25's escorted by 2§ P-li0's bombed an airfield
near Eungxang on 23 Jamuary. Building nm}lﬁ were hit and several fires
were qtn.:rtad; one enemy plane was shot :iu‘l; and two P-L0's erash-landed.
Other B-25's left one (probably tw]'i/ L00-foot freighters and a LO0-foot

tanker sinking in the Formosa Strait.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. Our units/at Cape Gloucester encountered well-prepared enemy
positions at Na Point on 22 and 23 January/ Only patrol activity
was reported Arawe where two enemy air during the morning of

23 January d a few casualties.
In New Guinea Allied patrols
west of Saldor and the Australians in
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BD Luticr,

Bscorted B-2Li's of the Sth Air Force destroyed gun positions
at the Boram airfield and shot down 33 (probably LS) of 50 intercepting
enemy fighters; five Allied fighters are missing, Reeconnaissance B-2l's
damaged a freighter east of Lorengau, During the day Allied light air-
eraft bombed and machine-gunned enemy positions near Natamo Point, along

the Hal coast and near Yanla.

2. In the South Pacific air attack on the Lakunal airfield at
Rabanl on 22 Jamuary reported yesterday, 92 fighters escorting our
bombers destroyed 18 (probably 20) enemy planes. Five Allied fighters
and cne B-25 were lost. In a later attack 38 B-2l's and six B-25's struck
the town area at Rabaul with incendiary and high explosive bombs and
fragmentation clusters, all planes returning safely.

3. In the Central Pacific Area twelve B-25's bombed Maloelap on
22 January, starting fires and destroying two of 25 intercepting enemy
planes; we loat three B-25's but the crew of one was rescued. A formation
of ten B-2li's started fires at Roi Island destroying onme (probably four)
enemy interceptors in ecombat. Other heavy and medimm bombers attacked
the barracks area and bulldings at Emidj] and Mili and damaged the sea-
plane hangar and runways at Wotje, probably sinking a medium cargo vessel

thera,
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE }7;”1

Filve US planes bombed targ__at.'afa.t. Paramghire during the night of

21-22 January. /

EUROPEAN THEATER

ons of escorted HS B-26's-and RAF and ter
bombers attackeg'military objectives in t. Pas de Calais

Maupertus drome on 23 Jumnr;r are e enemy planes
destroyed for one BL26 and one r missing. P-47's hft the airfield
at Gﬂ:a-?ijan hout cpposition anhd without loss.

Eu S Sa,
2. During 23 January Soviet fope®s closed in on the two important

railroad junctions of Krasnogwv isk and Tosna, south of Leningrad,

and were within nine milep“of the direct Moscow-Leningrad railroad. West
the Red Army using horse cavalry made considerable
pet H,urnhas.Et the extreme southern end of the line,
Soviet forces made a new landing south of Kerch. MW ™0

T

1. During 22 January 205 B-17's]and B-2l's damaged the railroad

installations at Pontedera, Arezzo, flesl, and Ternl, possibly blocked

the Terracina road defile, hit the and bridge at Pontecorvo, and
destroyed a bridge at Frascati. Medium bomber missions concentrated

on the enemy lines of commnica hitting key points near Velletri,
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Colleferro, Cepranc and Arce. Light rs and fighters cperated over

the battle areas in large mumbergi also hitting targets at Frosinone and

Popoli and sinking a 1,500-t
north of Zara. Fifteen (

freighter and hitting a 5,000-ton ship
bably 16) enemy planes were shot down during
the day for a loss of heavy bombers, four mediums, three lights and

seven fighters.

EEDur VI Corps continued to build up its beachhead in the Anzio
area during 23 January, meeting but slight opposition. The 3d US Division
had landed practically all of its combat elements; a large proportion of
the British lst Division are also ashore. The beachhead is about five miles
desp and thirteen miles wide. On the Gariglianc front aggressive German
counterattacks have developed in the Minturno-Castelforte area, the enemy
pushing our front line back almost to the river from Castelforte eastwards.
Further north the enemy drove our forces back across the Rapido causing
us heavy losses, and regained some ground in the Monti San Croce area.
The Oerman 90th Division and elements of their 29th Division, both of

which were formerly near Home, have been identified on the Gariglianc frmt?

-

3. Latest casnalty figures fo}Ylow: A“ j
Fifth Army (19 January) Killgd Wounded Missing  Totals (;i y M
British 2 e nob ez gyuede
French 3,163 148 3,880
316 2,215 6891 36,502 ‘“f"fv.,k
Eighth Army (18 January) 2,960 10,2k0 1,819 15,019 7":’-
o
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as follows:

3,079.

ASTATIC THEATER

Five P-5l's and 18 P-L40's of th th Air Force machine-gunned the

new Japanese airfield at Nanch on 21 January; 12 P-38's destroyed

bridges.at Shektan and Shel

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

l. Australian troops advancing in the Valley captured positions

commanding the trail between Faria and Mint Hiver valleys on 22 January;
enery troops abandoning their positions fled to the north. There were
two enemy air ralds at Arawe during the'morning of 21 January. Only patrol
activity was reported at Arawe, Cape Gloucester, Sio and Saidor.

5th Air Force planes a freighter-transport and a cargo
vessel at Lorengau, damaged a merghant vessel west of New Hanover, and
machine-gunned a freighter east fof Wewak. Enemy barges, supply dumps,
bridges and villages along the/New Britain and New Ouinea coasts were also

attacked.
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2. Estimates of Japaness Army and Wivy combat aircraft in the South-
west Pacific Area totalled 1,019 asAf 20 January; this is an increase of

about 100 over previous report

3. 13th Air Force B-2l's hit the » revetment area, and anti-

aircraft positions at Borpop on 21 Jafluary, with practically all bombs
hitting in the target area. Ot aircraft bombed the Buka, Kara and
Kahili airfields., The next 27 B-25's started large fires in an attack
on the Lakunal airfield Rabaul; one of our planes was shot down by

antiaireraft fire.

li, Operations by cur air ferce the Central Pacific on 21 January

ineluded the bombing of Roi and Jalein by 15 B-2hi's, a low-altitude
attack on Mili by nine B-25'p{ and a raid against enemy installations at
Jaluit by 23 A-3l's and

small enemy shipping

P-li0's. Reconnaissance planes machine-gunned
Ailinglapalap and Maloelap.
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Five US aircraft attacked targeis”in the Paramushiro area during
the night of 19-20 January; the Ffollowing night six others repeated the

attacks, All our planes re

EUROPEAN THEATER

1., On the night of 20-21 January 639 planes dropped 2,533 tons

of high explosives and incendiaries, uding 392 two-ton bombs, on
Berlin; 35 British planes are missjdg. Mosquitoes made small attacks
on Kiel, Hanover and the Dusse)dorf area; 141 mines were laid by Allied

planes off the Frisian Is and the northwest coast of France.

2. In the Leningrad area the Red Army made a limited advance W\r
within five miles of the railrcad junction of Krasnogvardeisk on 22

January and, to the east, cleared the rail line from Leningrad to Moscow

via Mga. On all sectors to the south fighting abated noticeably during

the d._r. ——

MEDI TERRANEAN

1. During the night of 20-21 Januapy 43 British bombers destroyed
a bridge and damaged the reilway gk’ Tecina, Light and medium bombers
attacked enemy commmnica Rome and the Fifth Army battle
area, On the following 170 escorted heavy bombers attacked the
airfields at Istres Tube and Salon and the railroad yards and bridges

&t Rimini, Porto givitanova and Pout.ldlﬂ.l A total of B4l B-26, B-25,
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A-20, P-40, A-36, and Spitfire sorties were flown by the Tactical Air

Force against communications and targets in the battle area in Italy

B-26's were lost. ‘The Avessano and Foligno yards were hit by

B-25's and Atina was heavily attacked by 1i bombers, Anti-shipping
sweeps along the Yugoslavian coast res in effective hits on three
schooners and a 2,000-ton merchant sel. That night 43 Wellingtons

bombed the Fiume torpedo works afith excellent results and without less.

2, The Allied landing near Anzio on 22 January, supported by heavy
naval gunfire and assisted by & diverslonary naval bombardment and dummy

landing at Civitavecchia, achieved surprise and was successfully effected;

a follow-up convoy has already sailed. i
In the Fifth Army sector several enemy counterattacks near the i
coast were repulsed. By noon the equivalent of four infantry battalions
of our 36th DMMvision had reached the west bank of the Rapido; four
footbridges were in operation, To the north there was fierce fighting

at Monti 5. Croce where the attack of the French Corps contimued.

Only patrol activity was reported on the froot of the Eighth )

Army,
3. The strength of the Persian Command on 31 December was
reported as followsg
Army Alr Forces ce _Forces Total
477 28,988 29,465
- -
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ASIATIC THEATER

1. oOn 19 and 20 January fi r bombars of the 10th Air Force

attacked roads, enemy-he omns and supply installations in northem
Burma while our bombers scored & direct hit on the Hattalin

rail bridge.

During 19, 20 and 21 Jamuary RAF aircr intercepted 35
down six (probably 15)
Bangkok, Akyab, Sagaing,

enamy planes over the Arakan coast,
for & loss of two Spitfires, and b
Myingyan and cther targets in

On 21 Jamuary the British g ground four miles to the west
of Buthidaung and occupied & village tyt miles to the north, repulsing

two counterattacks.,

2. Four P-40's of the 1lith Air Force £rashed while on offensive

reconnaissance missions on 20 January; tyo of the pilots were saved.

1. Allied patrols om Cape ucester reached Natamo without

ghed.

B-24's sank a 7,000-ton tanker of Wewak and a 3,000-ton
b Manus [sland.
freighter southeast of hnu;nﬁud destroyed the comtrol tower at

e
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{1
Cape Houkim} Medium, light and fighter bombers attacked enemy in-

stallations along the New Britain and New Guinea coasts and 22 P-40's

dive-bombed enemy positions north of Dumpu with excellent results,

s Starting
fires northwest of the rummay, expl a fuel dump, and hitting gun
positions; 15 (probably 16) en planes were shot down for the loss

of two B-25's and one P-38, B-24's bombed targets in southern Bougain-
ville with unobserved pfisults, Japanese planes attacked our positiona

on Stirling Island at Torokina, causing some damage and casualties.

3. During 20 Jamuary 13 B-24's a ed targets at WotjJe and 12

B-34's hit others at Jaluit; results mere unobserved. Ome B-24 and
one B-34 were lost. Reconnalssance planes hit a 4,000-ton freighter

carge vessel ablaze off Ailinglapalap,

e

west of Maloelap and left a sma
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WESTERN HEMISFHERE

The Southern Defense Command is constituted as a separate command
with headquarters at Fort Sam Houston, effective 25 January; at that
time Lieutenant General Courtney H. Hodges, Commanding General of the
Third Army, will relinquish command of the Southern Defense Command to
Major General Henry C. Fratt.

EUROPEAN THEATER

1, During the week ending 16 January the 8th Air Force destroyed
272 (probably 3ll) enemy aircraft for a loss of &3 heavy bombers and
seven fighters. Principal missions flown during this periocd were attacks
against the Pas de Calais area and Oschersleben, Halberstadt, and

Brunswick.

2. On 19 January Mosquito bombers on offensive patrols destroyed
cne and damaged two German flying boats at the Stavanger (Norway) sea-
plane base and shot down an unidentified enemy plane in this same area.

3. During 21 Jamuary strong forces of Allied aircraft, including
formations of US B-17's, B-2l's, and medium bombers, attacked military
cbjectives in the Pas de Calals area. Nineteen enemy aircraft were
destroyed; six heavy bombers and two light bombers and three fighter
aircraft are missing.

k. During 21 January the Red Army captured Mga in the Leningrad
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area and, renewing their pressure on the central front, made small
gains north of Mozyr. A German attack north of Shepetovka was held

to no gain by Soviet counterattacks.

MEDITERRANEAN

l. On the night of 19-20 January and the following day, 197
escorted B-17's and B-2l's dropped 4,22 tons of bombs on three large
airdromes in the Rome area. The enemy offered only weak aerial defense.
Three misslons totaling 129 medium bombers scored direct hits on railway
installations at Carscli, possibly destroyed a rallway bridge at Fonte-
corvo and cratered the railway yards at Viterbo. Light and fighter
bombers totaling 162 attacked the Popoli railway station while other
Allied airecraft bombed coastal shipping, and targets of opportunity in
the battle area. During the period four (probably six) enemy planes

were destroyed for the loss of one B-1T, one B-26 and ocne P-38.

2. Elements of the Fifth Army in an amphibious flanking movement
landed deep behind the main battle line near Angio early on the morning
of 22 January. This amphibious assault was coordinated with heavy
pressure along the entire front of the Fifth Army. Units of the X Corps
repulsed counterattacks against Castelforte and Minturno and pushed
westward capturing Trimonsucli. To the north our II Corps forced cros-
sings of the Rapido south of Cassino. All boats were lost and foot-
bridges blown out after parts of two battalions from the 36th Division
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were across. On the Eighth Army front no significant changes were

reported.

ASTATIC THEATER

l. On 18 January eighteen enemy fighters intercepted a 10th Air
Force aerial resupply mission southeast of Sumprabum; three of our
transports are missing and cne (probably three) enemy planes were des—
troyed. Four P-L0's encountering eix Japanese bombers and 18 to 2}
fighters over the Fort Hertz area destroyed one of the enemy fighter
planes without loss. The next day 15 B-2li's were dispatched to bomb
the Bangkok railroad station and nearby Don Maung marshalling yards;
details of this attack have not been reported.

RAF operations for 18 and 19 January included attacks against
Wuntho railroad station, the Mandalay railroad yards (where extensive
fires were started), Myingyan, Monywa, and enemy concentrations and

installations along the western Burmese border.

2. 1hth Air Force B-2L's on a sea sweep off the southeast China
coast bombed a 350-foot passenger freighter and a 225-foot tanker on

20 Jarmary; both vessels burned and sank.

3. On B Januvary the Ledo Road was negotiable in dry weather as

far as Shingbwiyang, 116 miles from its origin; 6l miles have been

P’-"‘dl‘
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PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. Patrol activity continued at 8io on 20 January. Our troops at
Saldor contacted enemy forces 11 miles to the southwest. In the Ramu
Valley contact has been gained with the enemy two miles east of Kankiryo.
Our operations there were supported by 93 Allied aircraft which thoroughly
bembed and machine-gunned enemy positions.

Escorted medium bombers in a surprise attack on Hansa Bay
sank 20 barges, damaged two grounded fighters and numerous trucks and
silenced gun positions., Allied light bombers and fighters attacked
coastal villages and barge hidecuts along the New Britain and New Guinea
coasts.

In a previously unreported mission on 19 January, lh B—éh‘s
attacked enemy installations near Ambon, destroying five (probably six)

of 15 intercepting planes; two B-2L's are missing.

2. Bix South Pacifie B-2li's bombed targets at Habaul on 20

January.

3. Seventeen B-25's bombed installations on Mili from minimum
altitudes during the morning of 19 January, damaging planes on the
ground and starting fires; two of our bombers were shot down. Nine
P-l0's machine-gunned eneny shipping at Jaluit probably sinking a emall
sailing vessel and leaving a small corvette ablaze.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

Novgorod fell to the Soviets on 20 January and Red forces extanded
their salient westward along the railroad to Luga. Elsewhere the front
was quiet except north of Khristinovka where the Germans launched strong
attacks, possibly with the objective of disrupting Soviet preparations

for offensive action against the German salient in the upper Dnepr Bend.

MEDITERRANEAN

_—

1. During the night of 18-19 January and the following day light
bombers carried out effective missions against lines of communication
in the viecinity of Chieti, San Valentino, Popoli, Sulmona and Celleferro.
Three missions totalling 186 escorted heavy bombers attacked airdromes
near Perugia, Iesi and Rome, and 65 B-25's bombed the Rieti airfield.

The usual air activity was maintained in the battle area.

2. After heavy fighting British forces cleared Minturnmo on 20
Jarmary. The enemy continued to offer strong resistance north and north-
wast of that town and in the wvieinity of Castelforte. Further north a
British attempt to cross the Gariglianoc failed due to the swift current.
French troops, however, occupled high ground north of S. Elia. In the
Eighth Army sector an enemy rald against Alfadena was repulsed.

3. During the nights of 18 and 19 January, HRAF planes dropped per—
sonnel and supplies in Yugoslavia and Albania,
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ASTATIC THEATER

1. 1lhth Air Force medium bombers attacked the railrcad yards
and docks at Campha Port, on 18 January, destroying two buildings.
The next day escorted B-25's attacked the Japanese barracks at Mon
Cay. All of our planes returned safely from these missions. Two

enemy planes machine-gunned a town southeast of Nanking.

2., Between 16 and 18 January inclusive, 10th Air Force bombers
and fighters made two attacks on the Myitkyina airdrome and one against
the airdrome at Meiktila., Other US aireraft attacked enemy troops and
stores near Myltkyina and Mogaung, hit rolling stock and warshouses
at SBahmaw and supported ground operations in the Hukawng Valley.

During the same period units of the RAF bombed rail facilities
at Rangoon and Mandalay, attacked Sagaing, Mogaung, and enemy pesitions

along the Arakan coast.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. On 19 January 65 B-25's and RAAF dive-bombers struck at enemy
positions in the Ramu Valley while LB B-24's silenced mtiaimr.ﬁ guns
and destroyed grounded aircraft at Wewak. Fighters machine-gunned troops
and barges along the Rai coast and off New Britain. WNight Catalinas
sank a 3,000-ton freighter north of Hansa Bay and a 5,000-ton ammunitien

ship and a 2,000-ton vessel off Manus Island.

2, A total of 109 Allied bombers and fighters from the South Pacifie
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Area attacked two Rabaul airdromes on 18 Jammary, destroying one enemy
plane on the ground and 20 (probably 21) in aerial combat; one P-38
was lost and one B-25 is missing. A search plane destroyed buildings
and huts on northeast New Ireland, and a B-24 hit a willage in the
Shortland Islands. On the following day four B-2hi's bombed Lakunai air-

drome at Habaul.

3. On 17 January a mission of 18 Allied planes from the Central
Pacific Area bombed harbor facilities at Kusaie, Nine B-25tg hit the
runway, a warshouse and radio towers at Mili. That evening Japanese
planes were unsuccessful in an attempt to raid Tarawa, their bombs
dropping harmlessly in the lagoom.

Twenty-five Army dive-bembers escorted by eight P-L0's
attacked fuel installations at Jabor in the Jaluit Ateoll the next day.
Antiaircraft fire was intense and we lost two dive-bombers; the crew
of one was rescued., In & low altitude attack 12 B-25's bombed gun

positions, barracks, radio towers and runways at Mili.

li. The 6th Division (Major General Franklin C., Sibert) began

its movement from Hawaii to the Southwest Pacific Area on 19 January.
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BNPEAN THEATER

The Boviets made isportant advances south and southwsst of Leningrad
on 19 January, forcing the Oermens back 12 miles to the scuth on a 25-
mile front and placing the Soviets only eight miles north of the rail
function of Erasmogvardeisk. This advance is important as a suscessful //
panatration of very strong German dafenses. North and seuth of Novgored
the Soviets made fairly important gains, cutting all reil lines cut of
Novgored axcept the one leading west to Lugn.

1. During the night of 17-18 Jasuary, 2l RAF hesvy bombers attacked
the Plsa railrosd yards while light bombers attacked tcwns and reads in
front of the Fifth drmy, The naxt day a total of 203 esccrted B-17's
and B-2k's dropped 603 tons of bosbs on the railwsy yards st Fisa, Certalds,
Pistois, Poggibonsi and Ponteders and the airfisld at Pistois; me enesy
alroraft were encountered and only one B-2l was reported cutstanding from
these missions. Fifty-six B-25's bombed the Terni visduct seoring hits
on. the northeast end) one B-25 was destroyed by antiaireraft fire. Twenty-
three B-26's moored hits on the Mentalto 41 Castro bridge. Fighter bombers
attacked enemy shipping off the Dalmatian and western Italian coasts,
supported ground operstions and flew mmereus nissions against snesy
communioaticns in fromt of the Fifth Army. During the might of 18-19
Jasuary, k2 AP heavy bosbers hit the Pontassleve railread yards) two
-rﬂu-h-hnmm.
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PECLASATITED
BED Letter, 5-5-72

2, Allisd divisions on the laft of ths Fifth Arey froot attacked
during the night of 17-18 Jamary, crossing the southern reaches of the
Gariglisno in speveral places. Heavy resistance was sncountered, espec-
1ally on the laft where the enemy twise counterattacked with tanks. By
noon of 19 January, Allied cclumns, having driven the Garmans from the
fleor of the vallay, wers probing to the west morth of Minturmo and
porth toward Castelforte, Aggressive patrolling was maintained else-—
whore on the Fifth and Eighth Army fromts.

3. During the week ending & Jaouary our west comst ports im Ttaly
dissharged 61,45k tons of stores, 2,987 vehicles, and 27,k36 persennel,
Bard, Brindisi and other east coast ports dlscharged £5,782 toma of
stores, 2,708 wehiclas, and 4,518 parsconal,

FACTFIO AND SOUTHWEST PACTFIC THEATERS

1. An attask on cur Hill 660 popltions bafore dewn on 14 January
was unsuccessfuly 126 Japaness were killed. On 15 Jamuary a new outpost
line wan formed at Arews, tho snesy pockets of resistance in the area
being olsamed cwt. Light enesy air reids were reported st Cape Oloucestar
and Araws. Patrelling and mopping wp operations continued at Blo,

Durisg 17 and 18 Janary, single B-2k's soored hits,or affective
near plsses, on o 1,500-ton freighter sast of Lorengsn, a 2,000-ton
freighter off Cape Fomas, & merchant vessel nerth of Wewak, and a tanker
in gomvoy west of New Hamover. Fifty-two B-2i's bombed snesy gun posi-
tions in the Hanss Bay ares, and four opersting to the west destreyed
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UECLABBIFIED
DSD Lettar, 5.3-73

buildings on Banda south of Ambon. Fifty-four US B-25's supported
ground forces operating in the Ramu Valley and bombed Yaula and Gali
%o the north, Four Dutch B-25's attacked the enemy airfield at Laha
on Ambon., In the prineipal fighter activity during the peried, P-L7's
and P-38's engaged enemy fighters over the Wewak area, shooting down

eight Japanese planes for the loss of three P-38's.

2, During the night of 16-17 January a reconnalssance B-2), from
the South PFaeific Area scored three direct hits on an enemy ship north-
west of Kavieng. 112 Navy bombers and Allied fighters attacked ship-
ping in Simpson Harbor during the next afterncon sinking three large
freighters and leaving five more badly damaged. In the ensuing asrial
combat 18 (probably 33) of more than 100 enemy planes were shot down;j

we lost ten fighters and three bombers from all causes.

3. A search plane hit a small freighter northwest of Ewajalein

on 17 January and probably destroyed one of four enemy fighters inter-
cepting.
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0BD Leitsr, §-5-78

Hoavy Boviet motiom contimued in the north during 18 January while
mild weather in the souwth retarded operations. Northeast of Kerch
Boriets attempted to extend their bridgehead but mo change has oecurred
sinos communisations were sstablishad with the landing party to tha west.
Only local action teck place northwest of Eirovegrad. BSouthwest of
Movograd-Volynak the Sovists captured Slaveta, 12 miles northwest of
Shepetovia which is & fairly important railroad junctien; they alse
attempted to advance southeast of Vitebsk. South and pouthwest of
Leningrad and north of Lake Ilmen the Boviets are attempting to break
through the German defenses, but no sabetantial progress has yet been
=ada,

1. Forty-two Allied bombera attacked the airfield at Villerba,
north of Venios, during the night of 16-17 Janmary, The next day 127
ssoortad U3 heavy bombers hit the railrosd yards st Frato, Fontassisve
and Aresso, reporting excellent results. There was no alr oppositiem
cther than from one P-38 operated by the enemyj ome of cur P-38's failed
to return. MNedium bowbers attacked rail communications at Chisravalls,
Viterbo, Terni and Ortej good congentrations were reported on all targets.
Fighter bombers hit epemy lines of oommunication, sttacked dafendsd
positions in the battls area, and harassed shipping and installaticns
along the Adristic coasts, ssoring a direct hit om & €00-ton merchant

“1=
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DECLASSIFIES
U8D Letter, [-8-T72

vassal which exploded in Sibenik harbor.

2. By noon of 18 January Allied troops, capturing 8. Elia, advanced
1% miles to the southwest; close contact was maintained along the entire
right of the Fifth Army. Eighth Army patrols reported Pennadomo uncccu-
pied. Along the Adriatic Allied troeps reached their limited objectives
northwast of Ortona and were later withdramm. The enemy is now on his

Oarigliano-Rapido defense line from the sea to Cassino.

ASTATIC THEATER

1. Allied ground forces captured two enemy-held villages in the
Hukawng Valley southeast of Ningbyen on 15 January. The following day
slight advances were reported in the hills northeast of Waungdaw; enemy
counterattacks were repulsed in the area to the southeast. RAF bombers
attacked the railroad yards at Pyimnmana on 15 January reporting good
results and the following day L5 escorted light bombers attacked enemy

positions in the Buthidaung area.

2. US Army Forces in the China-Burma-India Theater as of 31 December

totaled 9,292, as follows:
Ground Forces

Combat 2,958
Service 7,203
1 ,IE

Air Forces
Combat 1h,007
Service 29,480
43,L87
Service Forces LD,6L)
Grand Total 9k, 292

e
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DROLASSINFIEN
180 Letter, 6-8=TH

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. On 17 January our ground forces at Arawe, supported by tanks,
drove the enemy back for a thousand yards reaching the enemy artillery
positions and capturing 28 machine guns. No changes were reported in
other areas.

Thirty escorted Allied medium bombers bombed an enemy camp
area east of Casmata. Other medium bombers made a pre—damm attack on
Nubia; they were followed by heavy bombers which alse hit the Erima
Plantation. Allied dive bombers and fighters supporting ground forces
attacked enemy positions in the upper Ramu Valley. Allied fighter
bombers attacked enemy shipping and supply areas near the Tanimbar
Islands.

Enemy planes made light raids against our Arawe and Cape
Gloucester positions during the early morning of 17 January; there were

some casualties in the latter locality.

2., Japanese planes made a total of five attacks on ocur instal-
lations at Tarawa and Makin during the night of 15-16 January, causing
gome casualties; one of the raiders was shot down.

Makin-based fighters destroyed two Japanese bombers clreling
the enemy landing field at Mili at dawn of 16 January. More than LO
Army ‘planes bombed and machine-gunned targets on Mili at noonj two p-ifi'a
were lost. A reconnaissance plane destroyed a small cargo vessel at

Likiep and left ancther sinking at Jaluit.
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DECLABSIFIED
08D Letter, 6-3-T2

(ENERAL

Effective at 2359 January 18, 194k, the railroads were returned to

private control by order of the Secretary of War.
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DECLASSIFIED
080 Letter, 5-3-78

EUHOPEAN THEATER

1. During the night of 15-16 January ten snemy planes operated
over southeast Enpland dropping & small number of bombs. One enemy

plane was shot down.

2. HRed Army forcees mades minor gains south of Barmy and north

of Novesokolniki during 17 January.
MEDITERRANEAN

1. 15th Air Force missions, totaling 1B1 B-17's and B-2l's, carried
out successful attacks on the Messerschmitt aireraft factory and rail-
road yards at Klagenfurt, the Osoppe and Villerba airfields, and the
town and harbor area at Zara on 16 January;.-12 (probably 16) enemy fighters
were destroyed in aerianl combat over Osoppe and Klagenfurt for a loss
of two B-2li's and five P-38's. US medium bombers of the Mediterranean
Allied Air Force pounded the Terni railroad yards while 239 light and
fighter bombers attacked antisircraft positions, machine-pun nests and
glit trenches in the Chieti area. Other Tighter bombers scored direct

hits on two merchant wvessels off Sibenik.

2. A flash report states that 1U2 heavy bombers attacked the

railroad yards at Prato and Pontassieve on 17 January.

3. Lieutenant Ceneral Ira C. Eaker assumed command of the

Mediterranean Allied Air Force on 17 January.

Y
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DEOLASSIFIED
08D Letter, 6-3-73

. On 17 January French troops of the Fifth Army, capturing
Valvori, pushed patrols to S. Elia and the Rapldo River. In the Eighth
Army sector, Canadian infantry, supported by artillery and tanks, launched
a limited c:bj_ect.i\ra attack northwest of Ortona. Flerce enemy resistance
was ancountersd and fiphting was centinuing at last repoert.

The Headguarters Fifteenth Army CGroup has been redesignated

Headquarters Allied Central Vediterranean Force (short title: Hg. ACNF).

ASTATIC THEATER

P-liits of the lhth Alr Force bombed and machine-gunned tarsets at
Pingka (northern Burma) on 16 Jamiary. Seventeen unescorted Jap bombers

hit Kukong (north of Honpkong); the extent of the damage is unknown.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. There was little change in the ground situation in the South-
west Pacific Area on 16 January; extensive patrol activity was reported
by our forces at Sic and Arawe, On Cape Oloucester the MYarines are con-
tinming to consolidate their positions cn Hill 660,

Night Catalinas attacking two convoys northwest cof New Hanover
bombed thres larce cargo vessels; a 10,000-ton vessel, hit twice amid-
ships, was destroyed, and two others of 6,000 and §,000 tens were left
in flames, Thirty-seven B-2Lts and B-25's supporting our ground forces

at Arawe attacked enery defense positicns to the west with excellent
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results. More than 100 B=25's, A=-20's, P=397s and P=LU's hombed and
mughine-gunned enesmy troops and installations along the northeast Yew
Cuinha coast destroying bridges, huts,; bulldings, barmes and transporte-
tion facilities; three (prochably five) snemy planes ware destroved fop
the loss of one B=25. To the wast seven B-2li's borbed enesy shipping
at Amboni a large unidentified enery vessel was left smokine and three
{probably four) of eipht intereepting anesmy planss wers shot down.
Missions of 30 snemy planes sach were reported over Vadanpg and Salidor,
In aerial combat over thes latter town our P-LU's ahot doewn 19 (probably

21) enemy planes without loss.

2. Twenty-four escorted South Pacific P-25's dropped frapeantation
elusters on Esst Cape Plantation on 15 Jameary. The next day Allied

planes attacked snemy positions on Bougainville.

3. MNine Tarawa-bagsed B-25's damaged buildings, an oll dump, the
runway, hangars and groundsd alreraft at Maleslap on 16 Janvary. Our
formation was intercepted by some LO to 50 fighter planss. Two enemy

planes were probably destroved and cone =25 was lost.

-3-
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DEOLABSIFIED
08D Letter, 5-3-73

EUROPEAN THEATER

1. During the pight of 1L-15 January L35 RAF heavy bombers dropped
2206 tons of high explosives and incendiaries on Brunswick, Four anesy
planes worea destroyed; 38 RAF bombers wre missing, Other Allied planes
attacked military objectives in France and lald minea off the French
coast and Frisian Islandsj Mosquito bombers carried ocut small attacks
apainst Berlin and Magdeburg and flew patrols over enesy airfislda in

northwest OGermany and Holland,

2. There was little substantinl chanpe on the Aussian front
during 1o Jaruary. The Oermans continued thelr strong ecounterattacks
near Vinnitaa and northwest of Kirovegrad. A Hed advance of five miles
on a ten-mile front has cut the Dno-Y¥ovosokolniki rail line fiftesn
nilas north of the latter town. Oerman countarattacke north of Lake
Ieen prevented further Soviet progress in that sector. To the north

Soviet attacks continmued scuth and scuthwest of Leninsrad.
WEDITERRANEAN

1. On 15 Jamuary Allied heavy bombers attacked railroad yards at
Frato, Certalds, Poggibonsi, Arvezzo, and Civitavecchia, and rafilroad
bridges at Porto Civitanova and Orvieto; no enemy alr opposition was
enccunterad. Bridgea nerth and gouth of Orviste wers attacked by 95
PF-26's. Sixty-four B-25's cut the railroad line north of the Faligno
Junetien, hitting the powsr station and other installations as well.

P
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LECLASRIFIER
DSD Letter, 5-8-72

Fighter bombers attacked the railhead and supply dump at San Valentino,
with good results. Nomercus fighter bombers attacked enery positions

on tha Fifth Army front. A mission of 24 P-lu'e set a I00-foot merchant

-

vessel afire at Sibenik.

2. The Fifth Army pincer intensified its threat to Cassino during
16 Januaryj US troops pushed forward to the eastern bank of the Rapido
River less than four miles south of Cassine while to the north French
Coleonial troopa, capturing Vallerotonda, occupled the hills to the south-
wast overlooking 5. Elia. Mincer advances were made along the Adriatic

coast in the Elshth Army sector.

3. Latest casualty fipures follow:

Fifth Ammy (13 January) Killad Wounded Missing Totals
1] . 2,933 12,3L6 3,006 168,728
British 1,786 8,12 2,993 12,171
French 380 2,00l 1l 2,938

Total 5,079 23,202 6,553 al,83L

Eighth Army (12 Jamuary) 2,621 9,636 2,243 1l,503

Prigoners of war captured by components of the Fifth Army are

as follows:
us E:IJJ-I.U

British 1,767
French 270

5,097
Priscners of war captured by the Eighth Army total 3,069,

Li. During the nicht of 1li=15 January RAF planes mined the approaches

to Rhodes harbor and dropped supplies in Albania and Oreece. The following

e




7!

o

L. i & ’ e
' ,-'If.l 3 j i
.’.:.I.- .a' I
-4

y
‘;f j.-

HANPIH‘ NANPENG 18.

APPROXIHATE LINE OF CONTACT s o e

mm“mlm o8s







DEOLASSIFIER
08D Letter, 5-5-78

day Allisd hombers and fighters carrled cut anti-shipping sweepe over

the Asponn Sea damaging several spall vessels.
ASIATIC THEATER

1. A formation of 36 HAF planss ralded ansmy pomitions southeast
of Maungdaw on 1l Jamumary. The next day British fighter aircraflt shot
dewn 15 (probably 20) enesy planes over the Arakan cosstal region for
the losa cf ona Spitlire.

On= B=25 and four P=hil*s of the lUth Alr Force hit rolling

stock at Pinwe.

2. Two B=F5's of the lhth Alr Foree destroyed the main building of
the Hon Gay power plant in French Indo-China, sank a 200=foot gunboat in
& nearby cove and destroyved a coal—grading bullding at Campha, om 15
Jamuary. Another mispion of two B=25'a speriously damaped the lighthouse
and aegtrn:req paveral other buildinge at Nanpeng Island and sank a 125=

foot wooden ahip off Swatow.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHNEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1, Allied pround forces on Caps Glousester saptured Hi11 660 on 1L
January. Our casualties &n this area to date are 228 dead and 68l wounded;
Japaness doad total 3,100. Our aireraft cperating over the Huon Peninsuls
reported an Allied patrol passing Vincks Point.

Bmall missicns of Allied light bombers and fishters machine-

gunned enemy porsonnal and targets of opportunity in sweeps over the

=
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northeast ccast of New Ouinea on 1 Jasuary. The following day two
8=-251g machina=-gunned villages and destroyed a bridge in the vieinity of
Jacquinot Bay. Twenty-four B-2L's destroyed buildings and bembed gun
positions and supply areas at Mligan and 10 B=-2Cts heavily sashine=-gunmed
a rumber of villages in the same area and also destroyed two bridges
north of Madang. A misaion of 12 P=L7's machins-gunnad the runway at
Alexishafen whers two bombsrs were left burning and small dumps set afire.
Other medium bowbers and fighters attacked enemy-held villages scuth of
Daumoine in the Rarn Valley.

Japaness planes ralded Arawe and Saider and the Ousap and Nadzab

airfieids; two (probably thres) of the enemy planes wers destroyed.

3. At noon oo 1 Januvary 125 South Pacific besbers and fighters
attacked enemy shipping in Simpson Marter, New Eritain, scorinp hits on
seven cargo vesssls and a possible light erulser. Twenty-nine (probably
L5) of some &0 intercapting enemy planes were shot downp we lost elght
fighters and one bomber, tut four of the pilots wers rescued, Twenty-
peven B=2l's and F=25's also attacked the airdrores at Rabaul as well ma

other targets in that ares and in the northern Solomona.

3. Three 5-25's sank & medius cargo vessel at Wotje on 1h January.
Tne noxt morning 12 p-2li's attacked Hoi and Nesur Islands in the Kwajalein
Atoll, causing mary fires and sxplosions. All our planes retumed.
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08D letter, B-5-78

EURCPEAN THEATER

1, 506 heavy bombers of the Bth Air Force dropped 1500 tons of
bombs on rocket launching sites in the Pas de Calals areda on 1i January.
A force of 646 P-47's, P-38's, and P-51's provided sscort. 167 B-24's
of our 9th Alr Force, escorted by RAF Spltfires,dropped an additional
275 tons on enemy installations in this area, In these cperations 26
(probably 30) enemy planes were destroyed by US aircralt; our losses

wore {ive bombers and three fighters,

2, Revised information on the heavy attacks by our escorted B-17's
and B-24's againat the German aircraft assembly factorles during 11
January indicates that 153 (probably 206) enesy sircralt were destroyed

for & less of 60 heavy bombers and five fiphters.

3. 0Om 31 Decamber US Army Forces in the European Theater wera
disposed a8 followsg

greaat Pritain Northamrm Ireland Iceland Bass Command
Alr Forces Alr Forces Alr Forces
Combat 105,894 Combat 1,229 Combat 2,395
Service 174,387 Service 5,141 Service 2,807
Oround Forces Oround Forces Oround Forces
Combat 170,002 Combat 59,7535 Combat 9,009
Service 37,285 Service 1,367 Service 4,837
Sarvice Forcea Sarvice Forces
211,624 B, 568
Total 599,222 76,060 17,048

Orand totaly 794,330.
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DECLABSIFPIES
DED Letter, B-5-78

L. The most important development on the eastern front during 15
January wea the opening by the Red Army of new attacks in the north
whom the front has been relatively gquiet for more than a ymar, Thase
attacks, in the Oranienbaum area and east of Novgored, probably have for
thelr aims cutting German rail communicatlions and preventing enemy

troopa in this srea from reinforcing the southern front.

MEDI TERRANEAN

1. More than 200 US heavy bombers attacked Mostar on 14 January,
reporting excellsnt coverage of the town and airdrome, Fifty-one medium
bombers hit Pontecorve town and rallroad bridge, Lighter planes attacked
tank repair shops at Loreto, the docks at Anzio, and towns, lines of
communication, transportation facilities, mnd enemy positicns in the
battle aren, Five missions of fighter planes dispatched against shipping

in the Sibenlk area set fire to two large ships.

2, During 15 January French troops of the Fifth Army advanced over
two miles following thelr occcupation of Acquafondata and Cardito. To
the south US troops attacked enmemy strong points on the slepes of M,
Trocehlo and at last reports were making progress despite violent enemy
reslstance. On the Eighth Army front successful patrol activity was

contimed,

3. US Army Forces in the Middls East-Central African Theater as of
31 December, 1943, totaled 15,805 as followss
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DECLABSIFIED
08D Lecter, 5-3-78

Ground Forces

Combat 855
Service 337
1,192

Air Forces
Service 3,538

Service Forcesll,075

Grand Total 15,805
ASTATIC THEATER

1, A British patrol entered Sumprabum on the night of 11-12
January.

Cne B-25 of the 10th Air Force escorted by four fighter planes
attacked the rumway and supply area at Myitkyina on 13 January. Flghter
planes attacked enemy troop concentrations, installations and dump
areas in north central Burma. RAF aircraft carried out their usual

harassing missions on 13 and 14 January.

2. 8ix fighter planes of the l4th Air Force attacked enemy pack
trains in the Lungling-Tengchung area on 13 January. On the following
day small numbers of heavy and medium bombers destroyed buildings on
Weichow Island and damaged a gunboat and another vessel in the vicinity

of 5t. John's Island.
PACIFIC AND SQUTHWEST PACIFIC

1, Durlng 14 January 4L B-24's and B-25's attacked enemy targets

near Alexishafen starting large fires and possibly exploding an ammunition

-
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DECLASSIFIER
DS Letter, B-3-72

dump, while medium and lignt besbers and fiphter planes hit enamy-held
villages in ¥ew Britain and slong the northeast New Ouines coast,
Australisn Beaufighters harassed enemy shipping off the north coast of
Timor destroying & 1200-ton freighter and damaging a 500-ton wessel,
Our Marines met stiff resistance from the enemy entrenched on
Rill 640 during 14 January. On Huon Peninsuln cur patrols reached Sic
without encountering resistance; mamy enemy dead were found and much
ammunition and equipment was captured aleng the coast. Qur troopa at

Saldor sontacted small enemy groups near Calsk.

2, US medium and heavy bombers from the South Pacific Area attacked
three airdromes near Rabaul on 13 January; fighter planes sachine-gumnmed

Tinputs (Bougainville).

3. Forty-one planes from Apama=ms attacked enemy installatlons at
Mill during the afterncon of 12 Janumry; 37 planes repeatsd the attack
the next moming starting fires in the barracks area, Nine Tarawa-based
B-25's bombed and machine—gunned enamy installations at Wotje at dusak

on 13 January hitting seversl small vessels,
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EUROFEAN THEATER

1. * Alied fightars flew patrol missions over northern France
on 13 January destroying eight enemy aircraft for the loss of one
plane, That night RAF Mosgquitoes attacked targets in the Ruhr,

enoountering heavy flakj ons plane did not returm.

2. On 1 Jamary the city of Moryr was taken by Scviet forces
which advanced to & point 19 miles west of the city. A s=all gain

was mads southwest of Sarny.
MEDTTERRANEAN

1., Allisd aircraft attacked Miglianico, Francavilla, Perupin and
targets of cpportunity during the night of 12-13 Jarmary. The next day
& total of 2Ll escorted heavy and medium bombers attacked the Ouideonia,
Centocelle and Clamping airdromes noar Rome, reporting excellent resnlts;
at least 15 enemy planes were destroyed for a loass of two rediun bombers
and three fighters. Sixty=-four B-2li's attacked the Pearugia airdrome
with unobeerved repults. Light and fighter bombars almost completely
dastroyed the enemy tanic repair shops at Loreto, harassed tarpets in
the sntire battle area; and soored hita cn enemy shipping rear Sibenik.

2. The 3rd Algerian Division pushed forward 1§ miles en 1l Jamuary,
capturing M., Ferro and M. Plle, two hills comranding Vallerctonds from
the sast and southeast, Only patrol astivity was reported en the Eighth

Army front.
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080 Lettar, G-8-T8

ASBIATIC THEATER

1. Mediun bombers of the lUth Alr Foros hit the Mokpalin ferry
arosalng durlng the nipnt of 10-11 Jamuary; the following day similar
misslons bowbed the rallroad yards at Letpadan and troop conecentrations
noar Mogaung, BRAF alreraft boebed & soall hrddps near Falam on 11
January and sttacked enemy positlons east of Maungdsw, Mingaladen, troop

ccnoantrations near Kalemye, dnd other tarsete on the followine day.

2, 1hth Alr Force medium bombars attacked four ships near Ft.
Bayard (scutheast Chira) on 13 Jamiaryj cne of the ships blew up and
the others were damared. Lator these planes attacked a radio statieon

and othar installations near the town.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIF1O THEATERS

1. During the night of 12-13 January and the following day Sth
Air Force B-2l's opsrating in the nortimest hit the refinery aren at
Balikpapan (Bornso), the Wacassar dock area and other terpgets in the
Oslebes, and shipping along the soutivmstern ¥ew Ouinea ccast. To the
sast 28 B-2L's attacked the Alsxishafen arcs while meditu= bembers scored
hite on enery installations along the comst to the north. Allied 11pht
alroraft bombed and machine-gunned tarvets from Arawe to Oasrata.

The Marines on Cape Oloucester resumed thoir attacks towards

Fatame on Borgen Bay. On Huon Peninsula Allied patrels captured
Kambariwa,

e




DEOLAESIFIED
DBD Letter, H-3-72

2. US Army Forces in the Southwest Pacific Area as of 31 December

1943 totalead 305,889, as follows:

Total T , 200

Service Forces 11

jrand Total 305,009
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08D Letter, 0-3-T8

WESTERN HEMISPHERE

Directives have been issusd for the movement of the Headquarters,
XI Corps, (Major Oeneral Charles P, Hall) fro= Fort Riley, Kansas, to
the San Franoisso Port of Embarkation for shipment to the Southwest

PFaeific Area.
EUROPEAN THEATER

During 13 Jaruary Sovist pressure increased scuth of Sarny whers
Red Army forces are now 17 miles beyond the town. Southsast of Vinnitsa
the Soviets were kept on the defensive by strong and centirmming Oarman
counterattacka. Northeast of Krivol oy there was flerce fighting.
The forces which landed at Kerch 10 Jarnmary maintained their foothold
despite continuing Cerman counterattacks. The snvelopment of Mozyr

is proceeding from the north and scuth and ite fall is sxpected.
MEDITERRANEAN

1. During the might of 11-12 Jamuary, 16 RAF heavy bombers started
several fires in the harbor at Firasus. Other RAF bembers mined the
harbors of Lavrien; Syros and Fhodes; and dropped supplies in Greece and
Yugoslavia. On 12 January 84 B-25's hit bridpes and a railroad junction
noar Isoletfa. Medium bombers attacked Giulisncva and other peints aleng
the Adriatic coast. Our fighter aireraft swept antisireraft pesiticns
and traffisc in the Rome area and attacked the Teramo railroad yards.

iy
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DECLASEIFIED
8D Letter, B-3-T@

Light bombers and fishters attacked enemy positions in the battle
area and flew patrols over the Dalmatian coast. During this period
nine (probably 12) ensmy airoraft were dostroyed; we lost eight air-

planes.

2. By noon of 13 Jamary the Fifth Army had matorially improved
its positiona in the mountain mass ocast and northeast of Cassino. A
battalion of our 3hth Division ecaptured Cervaro during the afterncon
of 12 January, successfully repulsing a Oerman countarattack arainst
the tewn that night; in viclent fighting French Colonial troopa pushed
forward to oocupy the crest of Monna Casale and gained vantare points

on neighboring hills. The Eighth Army pushed a patrol to Fonteroasi.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. A patrol from our foroes &t Arawe succesafully ralded enamy
positions on 12 Jaruary. On Huon Peninsuls Allied units, encountering
no opposition, have roached a point six miles southesast of Sio.

Allied air activity included attacks on Alexishafen by 50
B2ty and 18 B=Ph's and an attack on enemy supply areas weat of Cape
Iris. 8ix Mavy Catalinas started large fires in the docka and ware-

house area at Ambon.

2. Army and Navy planes attacked enmmy tarrets in Bougainville
and nearty islands during 10, 11, and 12 January.
On 11 Jdurary 28 P=3H's; cowering an attack by Kavy borbers




[ [ | | | ?- | | [ | I I I« Wake listond S f i
E CENTRAL PACIFIG 1]
s Lo E0 W00 WO pPokookky Atoll o i
SCALE OF WILES
= ¢ al
i , Bikar Atall
[« Eniwetok Atoll Bikini Atall —
+ = Flongerik Aoll_ uirik Atoll
1% g  Allinginoe Muu“c"nmq.m sl ® Toka Atoll i
'ﬁ'ﬂ"‘lﬂ Atall Alluk Ald“l
= jel atoll 1 - =l
' ‘ul ang 1] e { Uhl.ﬂ' Alﬂ"h *U“. Atoll 1o
1] Atoll £
= Murilo Is MR T ﬁ Erikub Atoll Moloelap Atall -
LY et I
i H l:\- . Kwajalein Atoll QAur Atoll
b Namu Atall .8 —
R Q Trok i o Oroluk | o ¢ o Maiuro Atall
e . . Senyavin Is. Ailinglapalap Atoll 4" Faemo atoll
L ]
it ] L. .Ping.luph Jalult -“;lﬂ” b ﬂq Mili &tal o
Ngatik | Kusaie |, . = W
L i Satawan llﬁ‘u I - Namarik Atell <
Eben Mn!l'
e HNukuoro ls. 3l
Mgkin Is
L . [} 2
4
&
- lpuilﬂqé} . —
Jarowa |
1 « Kopingomarangi is. shatons L } A =
oo Kurlnlh‘M ol
.Nouru | Nonuti | & #
= "Ogeon | =
Q Tupillmn\,‘g L
- ! Onataa ¥ -
Eg‘"ﬂfﬂ T e LR TR T ST NN MU (NN (P N (NRN] (NN A NN N ol [fometo | |
M ' ﬁ- e -'-u e —




DECLASSIFIED '
PBD Leitar, §5-3-78

on Cape S5t. Gaorge, destroyed ten (probably 1lL) enery planes in aerial
combat. Thirty-two of our heavy and medium bombers attacked the Rabaul
airdrome on 12 January, destroying twelve (probably 15) enemy planes.
Aerial bombs bursting ahead of our heavy bomber formations slirhtly
damared two B-2li's, There was some fighting along the perimeter of
our beachhead at Empress Aupusta Bay.

During the night of 12-13 January Japanese planes mads three
raids against our positions on Stirling Island, killing five men and

wounding 52 others, and bombed our airfield at Munda caunsing slight damage.

3, On 11 January 16 B-gli's dropped 31 tons of bombs on Taroa with
axcellent results while five other B-2li's attacked their alternate target,
Mili. During that night 12 enemy planes raided Tarawe and cthers attacked
Makin and Apamama; some damage and casualties resulted at Tarawa. The
following day Navy B-2L's sank two and damaged four small carrc vessels

off Kwajalein. Oround installations on the island were alsc heavily hit.
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CBD Letter, B-3-T8

EUROFEAN THEATER

// 1. Despite extrerely unfavorable weather on 11 Jamuary, &97 heavy \

bombars of our Bth Alr Foroe were dispatched against the fighter assenbly
plants of Focke-Wulf at Oschersleben, Jurkers at Halberstadi, and
Wesserschmitt at Brunswick; Osnabruck, Halle-Nerd (Berlin) and mary
gther targets of opportunity were also heavily bombed. Hagults were
penerally reported as excellent; mcat of the factories at Oschersleben
and Brungwick were probably destroyed as was L0 percent of the target
at Halberstadt. Fighter support was provided by &42 P-38's, P-LT'a and
P-Gl'a, Enemy alr cpposition was intansé; 59 of ocur heavy bombers are
still outstanding and at least eleven fightors were lost. Our preliminary
glaims liat batween LU and &0 ehesy alreraflt destroyed.

On the last occasion when 50 of cur heavy bombers falled to
return, (after the 14 October mission against Schweinfurt) enly 295

quh:ru mare dispatched,

2. TAF Mosgilte hombera and Allisd Expediticnary Air Fores planes,
operating in small numbers during the night of 10-11 January and the
following day, raided Berlin, Emden, Solingen, Cologne, Coblensz, and
Krefeld, and harassed enemy—held airdromes in the Low Countries.

N i Rovibee Wio GRpMREeA Smy G20 nekzy Bave wiNead6d \
their gains 15 miles north of the eity. Southeast of Vinnitsa, whero
they are making their most serious threat against the Odessa-Lvov rail-
rond, tha Oermans struck back on 12 January with strong counterattacks.

i
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DECLABEIFIED
08D Letter, §-3-72

Soviet pressure is being exerted against the Belaya Tserkov-firovograd
salient. MNortheast of Krivoi Hog, the Red Armies continued thelr attacks;
the stubborn enemy resistance here is significant in view of their serdcus
situation southeast of Vinnitsa. Near Mozyr the Soviets have launched

attacks to the west making some progress.
WEDITERRANEAN

1. During the night of 10-11 January, twc B-2lL's mined Kalkis
harbor. Forty-two Wellingtons dropped 73 tons of bombs on Sofia. Other
RAF planes dropped personnel and supplies in Yugoslavia and Oreece. Three
B-26's blew up & blast furnace at Piombino. The following day 72 B-1T's,
escorted by 15 P-36's, bombed Piraeus harbor well covering thu_ target
despite bad weather. Eight (probably 11) enemy planes were destroyed;
eight B-17's and two P-38's did not return. A formation of L7 B-25's
attacked rallroad yards at Faloonara and the rail junction at Fabriano.
Light and fighter bombers attacked linea of communication, gun positions,

and towns in the battle area.

2. The French Corps started an attack northeast of Cassino on 12
January; progress is reported. A Polish Carpathian Division has arrived
at Taranto. Fifteenth Army Oroup Headquarters will move from San Spirito

to Casserta, effective 18 January.

/ 3., The 55 Daniel Webster, torpedoed on 10 Jamuary,while in convoy \

from Gibraltar to Naples, was beached at Oran. It carried 10,531 measure-

ment tons of carge, consisting chiefly of supplies for the Army and the
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08D Lotter, B-3-78

Alisd Military Government. HNo casualties were reportad.

-r"/ Ys During the wesk ending 30 December our west coast ports in Italy \\
discharged 83,977 tons of stores, L,397 vehicles, and 22,056 parsonnal.
Brindisi, Bari snd cther sast cosst ports discharged 53,340 tons of
supplies, 1,992 vehicles and 8,715 perscnnel. The gascline pipaline betwean
Eanfredonia and Fopgia dalivared 536,000 i=perinl gallons to the Foggia

airfields dquring a five-day pariod. =

N

ASTATIC THEATER

1. 0Oeneral Stratemeyer reports that his light bombers hit a bridge
and exploded an ammunition warehouse at Loilaw, on ¥ January. The fol-
lowing day similar missions attacked a Japaness bivouac area north of
Eemaing, and 15 P-li0's damaged railrcad tracks near Hamti,

Seven B-2L's nined the Wenam and Rangoon Estuaries and other
B=2li*s bombed the Hangkok railroad yards, the Don Maung alrdrose aund the

docks at Akyab, On the 1lth our dive bombera and fighters contired their

operations in nerthern Burma.

RAF missions durlng 9, 10 and 11 Jamoary included attacks on
railroad facilities and towns in central Burma, enemy positions near
Katha and Fort White and the bombing and mining of the Voulmein-Martaban
area.

On 11 Janoary Allied troops were one mile south of Maungdaw
whare they enoountered enermy resistance. Severe fighting was also reported

feur miles south of Buthidsung,

-3-
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2., Escorted B-25's of the lith Air Force destroyed five small craft,
get fire to three tankers and attacked two gun hoats on the Yangtze River
near Kiukiang, on 10 January. Fighter planes damaged railroad instal-
lations and rolling stock in the Teian area. A%t least one enemy plane
was destroyed for a loss of two of ours.

That night and the following day a total of 17 enemy bombers
raided Suichwan causing slight damage to the airfield; three enemy bombers
were destroyed.

On 11 Jamary, two B-2l's mined Honskong harbor. Nine B-2l's
carried out a high-level attack arainst Takao (Formesa), and two others

laid mines in the harbor.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS.

l. During 11 Jamuary our Cape Gloucestar forces continued their
drive toward Borgen Bay. On Huon Peninsula our patrols pushed to the
vieinity of Oneisenau Point. PT boats destroyed five troop-laden enemy
barges moving westwards along the coast in the region to the east of
Saidor. Allied transport aireraft landed at Saidor during the day.
Allied aireraft continned their heavy attacks on Alexishafen and other
points along the northeast New Cuinea coast. One B-2L bombed a gun

position on Christmas Island (southwest of Java).

2. Forty-eight Army and Navy planes from the Scuth Pacific Area
bombed airdromes at Rabaul and gun positions on Cape 5t. Oeorge, on 10

January; no enemy interception was encountered.

ke



UEILABSIFIEN
DBD Lntt.:rl 6=2-72

3. 0On 31 Dacesbar 1S Army Forces in the Cantral Fasifie area wers

disposed as follows:

Hawanli 176,734
Canton 3,543
Chrigtmas 1,510
Fanning 252
Bakar 1,110
( Palmyra BLg
Funafuti 3,L56
ApBramn e
Makin Bali26
Tarawa 1,126
10,769

Of this total, 153,151 are pround troops and 31,618 balons to

the Air Forces.

k. ¥ine B-25's attacked installationa and shipping at Malcelap on
11 Jamuary,; sinking a 150-foot sloop; probably sinking a 5,000-ton cargo

ship and damaging a light cruiser or destroyer.
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