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1. Headquarters XIX Corps (l'ajor General W. D. C!·ittenberr,er) 

has arrived at the Ne" York Port of &nbar~ation, e~ route to the 

European Theater fron Ca~p Po!k, Louisiana . 

2 . Directives have been issued for the movement of the Head-

quarters , TI1ird Army, fro Fort Sa~ Houston, Texas, to a northeastern 

port of embarkation for shi~ent to the European Theater . 

EU!lOPYJj THEATER 

1 . Twenty- seven HAF aircraft dropped 13 tons of bomhs on rocket 

ta~ets on the French coast durinP 10 January . 

2 . fi•htine generally decreased iT> intensity alon~ the ent.ire 

front on 11 Jw1uary as thP Soviets cons lidated their gains and the ene~y 

irproved his defenses . Jlortheast of Krivoi RoP the Soviets comt"enced 

what appears to be their offensive a~ainst this city; no chan~es were 

reported . In the Cri~ca a s~all Soviet landing party behind the enemy 

lines, 10 rl'iles f r om the eastern tip, ~ained a foothold only. 

II EDITER!WfEAil 

1 . In addition to the successful mission of 143 B-17's against 

Sofia on 10 January, during lfhich six (probebly ei{!ht) enemy planes 

were shot down for the loss of two B-17 ' s and two fighters, 35 escorted 

B-24•s attacked the railroad yards at Skoplje with fair results . Twenty-
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t.hreo .. ediua bosbers sucoess!'Ully hi~ s.n er·eo~tto. LU,•;t ant\ filhVr 

bomhers •t.t..acked co:-cur.ic'ltior.a r ortb of Hoe., and behind t.he frot1t. 

oppoei~e the Etrnth An!y, towns , r.un poeltlons and tanks in tho hatU• 

area, and r.arres and S"!'all boats . a wnrehouse and a possihle &.'"3!U&r 't.lcn 

dump at Korcula Island . 

Of three U-boats ohsorvod by Allied aircraft in the wootorn 

Wediterranean , two were p~obably d&~a~ed; one ~ritish bomber wu.a ahot 

d wn . 

2 . Durin"" ll January ! S troora 1n the center of t~.P Fit'Ul Ar-,y 

rair.a &O'Jt.n of t:te Ca.!sino highway. Act.1ve pa~rullin- was c.-mt.in'.led on 

tno E1•nth ~front . 

3 . S:-nall nun:ber-s of Allied planes mined the entrance to the haroor 

at Salamis, during the nipht of 9-lu JAnuary , attacked nearby antialrcrart 

positions , and boMbed the Eleueie airdrone near Athens . 

ASIATIC T 'EATt:R 

f r1t1sh alr<:ratt at~c•ed ~r~cy r.round pcaitiou in t.~e l!uth1d4u~ 

and Fort lihi~ areas on 6 January . Tno next day ot.ner aissi"" s haruoed 

on~ posit ions near Buthidaung and raided the airfields on A<yab Island . 

1 . I>.J.rin~ 10 Janumry Allied troope on ~ho east coast of C&''" 
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Gloucester repulsed two ene~ counterattacks from the direction of 

Borgen Ba.v; 2,100 Japanese have been killed in this area t o date . On 

northeastern New Guinea our coastal forces, routing the enemy from well-

pPepared defenses northwest of Kelanoa , advanced northward and overpowered 

a strong enemy position southeast of Scharnhorst Point . Our units at 

Saidor maintained contact with the enemy . 

Air missions during 9 and 10 January included sorties b;r night 

Catalinas which lPft a destroyer burning south of Kavienr. and fired one 

of two small cargo vessels attacked in Hansa Bay, flights by medium bombers 

against enei'\Y 10achine-gun positions, supply dumps, bi•1ouac areas and 

bridges in northeast New Guinea area while li<:ht bomber and fiRhter attacks 

were car ried out on barges and gun positions in the Uligar area and tar~ets 

designated by our ~:round forces near Bor gen Eay. Dutch 'l-25 ' s att.aclted 

Koepang and Lautem in Timor . 

2 . On 31 December IJS A..-rmy F.orces in tc>e South Pacific area were 

disposed as follows : 

Aitutaki 
eorabora 
Bougainville 
Efate 
Espiritu Santo 
Fiji 
Florida Island 
Ouadalcanal 
!lew Caledonia 
New Georgia 
New Zealand 
Penrhyn 
Russell Islands 
Samoa 
Tonga tabu 
Treasury Islands 
Vella Lave11a 

216 
1,067 

27,146 
3, L95 

20,206 
18,254 
2,097 

J5, 751; 
J7,657 
21,591 
13, 435 

188 
5'. 711 
J,46J 

84 
2, 119 

.)01 
~ 192,764 [ 
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These wero broker down into: 

Oround Forces, Combat 

Oround Forces, Service 

Air Forces , Combat 

Air Forces, Service 

Ar,rregate 

101,795 ) 

J,Ol.J 
19,U2) 

1H,)20 

SQ,oJS 

192, 78b 

) . Two of 17 •- 24' 1 dispatched fre,: :;anocea to ~b Wotje on 10 

January reached tne tan·et area and l!'Qpl"'d th.,!r bomos wlth unknown 

results; the others , t~:rned back by wet<ther , landed safely at Vt<!'1ous 

adjacent waters and dostN,Yin!: at least one gr<lUnd•d pla.'1C 1 a a•al1 

tanker and a ~trol vessel . 
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1'i1e War Department inforr .ed senior overseas cornr anders that the 

Ar.-.y Air Forces are now at. their .t\111 aut>toriz••d strenrtr a:".d t.r.at ft; ture 

inauctions will be sufficient only to pr ovide air crewe runa replacemen~s 

for actual losses of prcund ~ersonnel . 

E\1ROJ't:AI. Tl!EATER 

7 Fierce but inconclus ive fipntina continued around Vitebsk c •rir:;; 

lv Ja~uary; northwe~t of Rec~itsa th~re •as fiphtL~r of local crnracter; 

however , pressure here presPrts a potential thrt'at tcwnrd Mins. . The 

~vlPts cu~ tne last eners north- south railroaa thr~u·h the Pripnt 

narshes . The Ge~s are now forced to use tt.e line thttUI'.h oirPst - Litovsk . 

150 nilP.s to tno west. l~portant Soviet advanc~s were rane Ju niles enst 

oi Z~erinkn "'.ere the Red forces are within 2v iles uf t .e OJ•ssa- Lvov 

railroad, &Hi 6u milos farther east where ;;leo Khristinovka-5ne1a rail 

.Line was cut . The terrain ea>t of z, . .,erinka ravors t e enEI!'\Y · ~:orth 

of Kirovogr au the Soviets mado SOl'\8 Dror•rcss toward s .. ela. A Soviet 

a~pnibious lancing o~ration 4u ~iles eas~ of Odessa, ncar Ochakov 

failed; this probably involved a combut reconnaissance force . 

l . On t .e niPh~ of 8-9 January 37 l!ritiah bo!:rbe rs attacl'ed the 

Villorba airdrome w1 th observed effect. . The nelCt day a force of lU7 

8-17 '• escorted by Ll P-Jo•s ard P-u7 's bombed Pola; t..'le harbor and dock 

- 1-
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area ware well covered o.nd a heavy concentration of bOII'be was placed 
oo t~" sul:rarine pflns and torpedo castW snops . Fcrt ·-the " -2$' s 
effectively o.ttacked t~" railroad yards ana docks a':. Ancona; tt ree I pro-
bably Hve) ener-y planes wero destroyed. Fi,;:hter a~rl fi~htPr-h<:'rober 
activity cor.sisted chiefly of battlefield patrols a~d attacks on ene~ 
gun positions and r-otor trans:oortation. t'iF"ht~r-b<""lbers also '"'re aeth•e 
alonv the eo.stern Adriatic ccast, a~tackin • buil :lings at l'<>tkovic and 
oil r.anl<s at Ploca. 

A lar:'e torce of =-11' s o!" tne lSt!l Air !'orce boobec! S fia 
on lu January; no further aetails were reporterl . 

2 . The Fii'th Army continued to exert pressure o t ., .:ass • o 
•ate~' durtn~ 10 January, establishin~ new positions on the heivhts 

extendin • S lt.....-est f,..,. onti Porc!"ia w' icn hl•S ~een cle irctl of the 
ene"'Y· Our patrols pus>oed tc. within four nUPs of C.usino a..,d were 
slowl;v closinr: in on Cervaro from the north . 

On the Sip,hth Anoy front patrol ac~1vity was ~a1nta1ned . 

ASIATIC T"G:ATER 

1 . 3ri tisll forw!ird ale111ents occupied ••aungdaw anrl aclvar.ce<l south­
ward along a f&n<>ral line to the east thereof on 9 January . 

2. l.Uth Air Force r - 25' a of the Chit~ese-American l'lin~t saru a 
1,200-ton freiv.hter off the southeastern China coast on 9 Jamut.ry . 
OUr fighters and fighter-bombers atto.cked steamboats and small craft 
on the Yangtze, oa .ageo rail, dock, and supply facilities near Canduo114 , 
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French Indo- China , an<l started fires at Sadon in east~rn Bumn . ill our 

aircraft r eturned. 

PACH IC A'D :.OUTirtE:>T PACIFIC TI!F.AT~ 

1 . Toere was little •ajor acticr at Arowe a·a Cape Glouc•ster 

durin~ 9 January . A s-llll ere'\)' terce ut.acked cur o• ~pest ten miles 

southeast of Saidor . 1\\enty-four escorted ll- 2u ' • started lar-.e fires 

and cau~ed vlolent exp oaions at Alexlanafen and 25 ll-2~'• it tu.,rly 

au.~!>S ar~ antiaircr .. rt posiLiors in ~ e vicinity cf •oraojilll . S1 .teen 

' - 2L • s ba<bt'd Japanese barrac ·s and a1apPrsal areas in :.he Cd~ ""; s:.x 

(probably ten) ir UtrcP-oting ene:".y ; lantts ~M! shct cown fer a _o s c~ 

one B- 2L . 

2 . On b JMuar:•, A reir.forced co~ran" fro~ the 37th C1vts1<'n 

establ1Ehed a "sit or at Kuraio l'is~lon • west"rr Bcu·atr:ville . That 

Ia.and. On o J&n ar; a lar·e for:'!ation o! Ar:::y a:1d ·;a~ bo~bers hit 

the Rabaul airo.rores ; nur"~'rous r:its were scored on one rJ~w!'ly and cr. ~m 

rositiona . Japnneee firhter s aropped aerial borhs or on r plMes but 

caused no da."~•·• · Sixteen (probably 17) interoeptin" Janan••• J'i~hters 

were shot down for a loss of three Allied fiehters . Other Armw and 

The Vlar Depart.J!'ent has i ssued directives tor the enrly activation 
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of the Headquarters oJ the XXII and XXIII Corps at Camp Campbell, 
Kentuclcy, ..no Cup BOII',e, Texas , respectively. Our c, r• ~ l!eadquartera 
are now disposed as follows : 

Cor. tinental US 

::uropean Theat.er 

North African Theater 

South Pacific Area 

So•·thwest Pacific Area 

III. IV, IX, X, XI, XJ!, XUJ . xn . XI'II I , 
XIX, XX, XXI, XXII, XXIII . 

V. \'II . V II, X'/ . 

II , VI, 

XIV. 

I. 

-4-
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Et:ROPi!:A~' Tf!EATER 

l . During the nir.ht of 7-8 January, SMall numbers of l'osquitoeo 

operated in force over western Oenr.any and the Low Countries , The 

followin~ day JL escorted British bombers attacked military objectives 

near AbbeYille, with unobserved results . 

/.. In the Kiev sal iont tho Soviets on 9 January made slirrht advances \ 

in the region extendinr from Sarny to a point 29 mil~s northeast of 

Zhmerinka where they are now only 12 miles north of the Bu' River and JJ 

mUes frcrn the Odessa-Lvov railroad . This presents t.~e most seriOlJS threat 

to tho ener.y positions in t he south . Slieht Pains were ""ad" by the Red 

forces at the shouJ.aers of t he Kirovograd salient, out Get"' an counterattacks 

prevented further pro~ress at the tip . t.nemy forces captured in the 

Kirovograd section were only relatively "'all rear guard units . Fierce 

~gntinp continued north 

l'EDITERF.A'.EAN 

of ~evel and around Vitobsk . 

1. t:Nring the ni •ht of 7-8 January 23 Wellingtons dropped 39 tons 

of bombs on the Reggio-Emilia aircraft factory . The following day this 

attack was repeated by 110 escorted B- 17 ' s of the 15th Air Force "Nhich 

scored direct hits when J2h tons of bombs were dropped; railroad yards , 

warehouses , and 11 power station were also heavily hit . Neither fighter 

opposition nor antiaircraft fire were encountered. Thirty-seven escorted 

B-2L•s hit the Mostar airdroMe with 97 tons of bombs reporting good 

results; two enemy perked aircraft were destroyed and we lost four P-JB•s. 

- 1-
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A t otal of 4b US mediUJ:l bombers hit railroad yards, warehouses, and 

harbor installations at Metkovic, Yugoslavia , shooting down three 

(probably five) enemy fiP,hters for a loss of one B-25. ~'ediu.'ll and lirht 

bombers attacked enemy rail c~unications at Foli~no and in the region 

irnnsdiately behind the battle area . La"'le numbers of P-40's and Spitfires 

f~ew patrol and harassing missions in the battle area . 

2. ContinuinF, its stead,.v advance toward Cassino the Fifth Army 

had occupied positions overlookin~ Cer var o f r om the north and south by 

noon of 9 January, and W"<IS 1:10pping up on ~•onti Porchia . Intensified 

patrol activity and enemy artillery and mortar fire characterized activi-

ties on the Eiqhtn Army Front . The I Canadian Corps headquarters has 

arrived in the battle area fro~ Sicily. 

/ 3. On 31 December the strength of US forces in the llortil African 

Theater was as follows : 

Atlantic 'lase Section 13,uJ5 
~editerranean Base Section 117 ,o16 
Easter n Base Section 63,171 
Island Base Section 35.463 
Peninsula Base Section 339·328 
Cor sica 1., 993 
Sardini a 17, 586 
Atti\Ched 13, 962 

60L, 556 

4. Latest casualty fi<:Ures follow : 

Fifth Army {7 January) Kille a --- Wounded llissin~ Totals 

us 2, 156 11, 522 3,467 17, 745 
British 1 , 710 8,195 2 ,921 12, 826 
French 2h5 1 , 622 91 1 , 956 

Eishth Army ($ January) 2, 543 9, 321. 2,191 1u,o5s 

7 , 251. 30,663 8,670 46.587 
/ 

- 2 -
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Prisonnra of war captured by c~ponents of the Fifth A~ are 

as follows : 

us 
.Jritish 
Frer.ch 

),1)2 
1 ,7(,() 

118 

11,9$0 

Tne Eirhth Army has captured ) 10)$ prisoners of war . 

ASIATIC THEATER 

l. lOth .Ur Force oive be:bers attacked supply ><no troop ecr.centra-

t1ons south of ! an,vaseik en 7 •=~ary; r.~xt Gay our ai· e boebero destrcr;od 

a railroad ori<~~:e at Hopin . furin<: t e n ·ht of 1- tl January 'r1tiah 

aircraft mined t!'e Rangoon River near Elepnant Point and the next aay 

li~hter aircraft attacked enemy positions in tho Buthidaun~ area . 

2 . On 7 January, escorted cediur. bonbers or the llth Air Force 

aanl< tlft> 125-foot veuela and sor:e s-aller craft C.'1 the Yar.Pt~e ln the 

1!-Jkow and Flankow areas . Other medi\D bocrbera sank a )00- foot passen •er 

vessel southwest of Hon~kong . P-)b's sank )U to LO a~pans on the 'l'~tzc 

near Hank ow. 

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS 

l . Dvrinf b Jan•·ary Al.lied troops cor.tinued active patrol lin • at 

Arawe, on Cape Olouc~ater, and in the Saidor area . Thirty ~il'ht and 

udiwn bombers attacked tar ~ets alone the Ne• Guinea coast at Ul.t,an 

~arbor, Bogadj:l.m and !Jadane; 26 RAAF liv,ht bonbera caused demolitions 

a~ ~he Lakunai and Tobera airdro,.es at R.abaul . The eneJ~~y raided Saidor 

- ) -
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twice during the night of 7- 6 Jnn1•nry, and Finechhaien once an I Arawe 

three tiJr.es durin•• tho following n1Fht; no dM!age was repor·ted. 

2 . Forty-two escorted llavy dive and torpedo bo:obers frc~ the South 

Pacific area hit Cape St . Georl!e radar and &J tiaircraft pos!tic s or 

7 January, shootin· down lu (probably 12) eneT,Y places for a loss of 

four of ours . 1'hree B-24 • s boor. bed Kieta and KahUi . On the roll c~<ing 

day ten B-25•s. machine- gunned enery concentrations on a small island at 

Choiseul Bay; ~aller Allied attacKs were Made elsewhere in the 

Bougainville area . W e~my airfie .. ds in t!ou•&inville 11erc dill 

unsendcea))le en I JanUIL"'Y . 

J , Thirty- three dive bombP.r• an<' 'i •hter• hit !hidj ( Jaluit Atoll) 

on 7 January, reportinv. excellent resu ts; tha1., was no air' oppodtion 

althoW'h antiaircraft fire was heavy . Throe enemy planes bo~bed Tnrawa 

rithout dalrape the next day. 

-4-
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OSD Letter, 5-S-72 

1 . Five lrundred and t-.ro US heavy bombers, escorted by more t han 

600 US fighters , dropped 1 ,000 tons of explosives and incendiaries on 

IAldwigshafen through heavy clouds on 7 January; no assessment of damage 

was reported . Preliminary reports indicate that our bombers destroyed 

33 (probably 43) enemy planes , llhile our fighters accounted for an 

additional seven , <Mr losses amounted to 16 aircraft including 12 

heavy bombers . The !Jaupertus airdrome at Cherbourg was also a t: tacked 

by 216 escorted modium bombers with fair to good results . No enemy 

fighters were encountered and all our bombers returned. 

C 
2 . The town of Kirovograd has fallen to the Soviets , Southeast ) 

and soutlnrest of Ber dyshev the Soviets made slight gains on 8 January, 

encount e r ing stiff enemy resistance. 

l , Strate~ic Air Force missions totalin~ 69 escorted R-17's 

dropped 15U tons of bombs on the aircraf't factory at Maribor and the 

railroad yards and buildings adjacent to trc torpedo plant at FiUMe on 7 

January; three (probably four) eneey planes were destroyed and two of 

our fighters were lost , Tactical Air Force boobers dropped 50 tons of 

bombs on the airdroce at Percgia , hit t he railroad yards at Pontedera 

and Lucca, and t he railroad installations north of Follonica; two 

medium bombers were lost , Lighter aircraft bo!!'bed Civitavecchia, the 

railroad yards at Aquino , enemy gun positions near Chieti and enemy 

-1-
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installations in the Cassino-cervaro-Aquino areas . Shippin~ ana P,un 

positions alon~ the Yugoslavian Coast were also harassed . 

2 . Again on 8 January s.~all advances were mace alonr the center 

of the FU'th Amy f r ont against heavy enemy resistance . Only on the 

southern flank of the advance were Allied troops forced by enemy counter-

attacks to yield any ot their day's gains . 

On the Eighth Army front no chanpe wns reported in forward 

positions , thou~h vigorous patrollinP and shelline were carried o••t by 

bot h sines. 

3. Lieutenant Oeneral Jacob L. Devers relinquished co...,and of 

the European Theater of Operations on 8 January and ass•uned ccm,and of 

the North African Theater of Operations the sa~e date . 

ASIATIC TREATER 

At least three escorted B-25 ' s of the lvth Air Force damaged oil 

plant installations at Lanywa in central Burma on 7 January . 

PACIFIC A'ID SOUTI!IV'.:ST PAt:IFIC THEATERS 

1. Our patrols at tacked a strong enemy position at .otrawe on 7 

January. On Cape Gloucester further gains were made to the southeast 

wher e an additional 200 of the enemy were killed . On Huon Peninsula , 

without eneMy contact, patr ola crossed the Dellmann River; inland patrols 

reported minor clashes . US forces at Saidor continued to consolidate 
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t heir perimeter . US aircraft intensified attacks a~ainst the ene~ on 

6 and 7 January, heavUy attackinf' antiaircraft positions at Alexishafen 

and bombing bridres . bivouac areas and other targets of opportunity along 

the northeaste1~ New Guinea coast . Other Allied planes attacked enemy 

positio••s in the vicinity of Bol""en !3ay and destroyen a 5,000- ton auxiliary 

oller north of Madang . Farther west seven B- 2L ' s damaged installations 

at Boela (Ceram) . 

2 . Fourteen ll-24• s dropped 25 tons of bombs on Taroa and Wotje 

dur ing the night of 6-7 January . 

- 3-..... 
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1. A total of 167 escorted Allied bombers attacked tal"'!ets in 

cross-channel areas on 6 January, reporting many hits; three enemy and 

six British fighters were destroyed . 

That niPht 65 RAF planes l aid mines alon~ the western French 

coast and in the Frisian Islands . Wosquitoes operated over the Ruhr . 

;.. Increased Soviet pressure now seriously threatens th~ Ger~ 
[ forces in t he Dnepr bend . Red forces have surrounded Kirovograd. 

Between Cherkassy and Belaya TserY.ov they pushed the ene'lly back f rom 

the Dnepr on 7 January and connected the l ar'e Soviet bridgehead south 

of Kiev with that southwest of Kremenchug . Southeast and west of 

Berdichev the Red troops advanced another ten miles; they also arr i ved 

~~thin 13 miles of Sarny . South and northwest 

~iderably increased 

l.IEDITERRAJlfAN 

thei:r oressure . 

of Vitebsk the Sovie~ 

1 . Weather prevented bomber operations on 6 January. Lirhter 

aircraft attacked gun positions in the Cervaro area, transportation 

facilities near Valmontone and Fondi and, in patrols over the battle 

area, shot dawn two of 20 enemy planes encountered. 

2 . Small but impor tant l'ains on 7 January improved the tactical 

position of the US II Corps . A thrust by armored uni~s placed their 

forward elements on Monti Por chia, within five miles of Cassino; San 

- 1-
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Vittore was cleared of the enemy by our Juth Division after heavy 

street fighting; to the north Monti llajo was captured. The ri~ht flank 

of the British X Corps advanced to couform to these gains . 

On the Ei!lhth Army front snow drifts irrpeded rrovement; aggres-

sive patrol action continued. 

J . Allied aircraft rrined the harbor of Rhodes and bombed nearby 

installations during the ni"ht of 5-6 January and, the following day, 

sank a 1$0- f'oot vessel and a rnotor launch in the sarre re~ion . 

ASIATIC Tl-!EATER 

One B- 2u of the lOth Air For ce dropped five 1,000-pound bor.bs on 

Akyab during 5 January. The followinl! day 12 P- uo •s attacked ar> enemy 

supply point in the vicinity of Sahmaw. 

Twelve RAF planes made two attacks on Pinlebu on 5 January. 

PACIFIC A.>m SOUTHI'IEST PACIFIC THEATERS 

1 . Action at Arawe and Cape Gloucester was limited t o patrolling 

on 6 January . In northeastern New Guinea , our forward elerrents on 

Huon Peninsula have reached the Dallmann River; at Saidor our forces 

r eported light contact with the enemy 11 miles southeast of the town . 

The previous niP,ht Allied flyin? boats bombed Gasmata, started l arge 

fires at Kavieng ai rdrome , and heavily machine- gunned troop- l aden barges 

north of l'adang . Othe r Allied planes attacked s "'all boats along the 

New Brita in coast as well as baro;es and targets of opportunity in north-

eastern New Ouinea. 

- 2-
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2 . In 11 sweep over Rab11ul on o January, 11 missior of P-)6• s destroyed 

nine (probably 13) ene~ planes; two P-J8's are missing . On their return 

t•e fi~hters rachine-~nned tar~ets on southeast New Ireland, destrcying 

a Japaneee parked aU"plane; another ene· y fbhte r was shot down . Six 

B-25•s bo~bsd buildin&s and rachine-v,unnc~ enc-y positions in the vicinity 

of Choiseul ~~. Other Allied bombers attacked tar~ets in southeastern 

Bougainville . On 'I January ten B-2L 1 s bombed Vunakanau airdro e , near 

Rabaul , with unobserved results . 

G:;: a:,. qj.L 

0-followinr report of t he oisposition o · ener.y prisonArs ofw~ 
is made by the North African Theuter: 

Held in North Africa 
Germ. Off. Germ. Dol I tal. Off. Itnl ~}I Civ. '.rise . 

by us 71 1, 023 5 , 770 61' 7ll5 167 

by British lL 2,)23 571 39,569 1, 649 

Held in Sicily 
by us '"il t;il 266 13,650 

by Br itish ':1l u 322 6,5117 uJ 

Held in Italy 
by us 6 659 Nil 2 123 

by British 16 1,1;63 86 5 

Evacuated to US u, o31 117,046 3. 4h3 42 , 521 

Evacuated to l'K 9u 5,350 317 23,312 522 

~s 
4, 232 121!,470 10,669 169,)86 376 

~ 
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GENERAL 

The \JI.r Department has directed illlportent changes in Arm:t supply 

procedure llhich hAve as their objectives ecollO!lO' in both stocking aoo 
using supplies, l.Jiproved salvage •asures, and closer coordination uong 

planning, producing and using agand. es. Examples of these procedures 

are the requ i r ements that immediate redistribution shall be made of 

automobile tires i n overseas theaters where unbalanced stocks have 

resulted from troop transfers, and thAt every effort cons is tent w1 th 

econo"')' in shipping time shall oe .ada to return from thea tara of opal'&-

tion repairable property, scrap, etc. 

~TERN HEMISPHERE 

The Central Defense Command will be abolished effective 15 January 

1944 and its functions asslll!:ed by the Com::lBnoing General, Eastern Defense 

Co.mand. Personnel ..,de surplus by this action will be reported t.o The 

Adjutant General for reassignoent. Responsibility for tho protection of 

sault Ste . llarie canal will be &SSUIII&d by the .llV Service :·orcas as a 

matter of internal security. 

1. During the night of 4- 5 January 20 eneJiiY boabers and tianter 

bo:nbers dropped bo•bs over southeutern England and the London area . 

The following day 71 escorted bombers of the Allied Expeditionary 

Air Force attacked military objecti vas bstween Le '!'report and Calaie with 

observed effect. '!1vot night 329 RAF heavy bombers dropped mora than 1200 

- 1 -
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toiU! of bombs on Stettin, reporting heavy da.mage to the city. Enel!ly 

defenses were ineffective since they prepared for an attack on Berlin; 

one heavy bomber was lost . Small numbers of RAF Mosquitoes harassed 

Berlin, the Krefeld steel mills , Solingen, the Krupp Works at Essen, 

and Cherbourg . 

2 . During the week ending 2 January, US .Ur Forces based in the 

UK destroyed 28 {probably 36) enemy planes while RAF units destroyed 

17 {probably 19) enemy aircraft; Allied losses during this per iod were 

133 planes including 106 heavy bombers . Major missions during this 

period were two heavy r aids against Berlin, and one each against 

Ludwigshsfen and airfields in southwest France. 

3 . Following is a tabulation of the activities of the 8th Air 

Force on 5 January: 

Bomber s Bombers which Fighter Enemy Our 
'nlrget Dispatched Actually attacked Escort Losses Losses 

Kiel 246 215 122 56{63?) 17{10 bombers) 
Ruhr 7B 73 255 9{11?) 3( 2 bombers) 
Tour s 79 78 157 4( - ) 1( 1 bomber ) 
Bordeaux-Merignac 117 112 77 26{)1? ) 10( 5 bombers) 

Total 520 478 611 95(105?) 31{18 bombers ) 

J 4 . The Soviets took advantage of improved weather during 6 Janus~ 
and became mor e aggr essiva along the entire front; heaviest fighting was 

in the south where they launched attacks southeast and north of Kir ovograd . 

Strong enemy counterattacks prevented any advances . Kowever Red forces 

made a nine-mile advance s outheast of Kaza tin and pushed to within 26 

L1es of S&rny in the Pripet marshes northwest of Korosten . _j 

- 2 -
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l. During the night. of 4- 5 January light. bollbers at. tacked the 

chemical wor ks at Torre di Passeri and hit. buildings ard warehowses at 

San Benedetto; one plane did not return , Heavy and medium bomber op<~ra-

tions for 5 January were cancelled due t.o wather. Lighter aircraft 

attacked ene~ gun posit.iona and strong points in the vicinity of Cer varo 

and patrolled tbe weste r n battle area . 

2 , Bad weather impeded oper ations over the entire Italian front on 

6 January . The eneJliY launched repeated counterattacks aouthwst. of San 

Vittore 11here elements of our J4th Division are still fighting in the 

streets; other units of that division pushed toward Cervaro. On the 

Eighth Army front units were regroupins and consolidating thtiir posi-

tiona , 

ASIATIC THEA 'IER 

l. The loth Air Force furnished support for ground troops near 

Taipha oa on 4 January and attacked Japanese troop concentrations at 

Kamaino; . The next. day, A-J6 1 s ard P-5l•s scored bits on buildings and 

a tunnel entrance and provided ground support near SumprabUill . Britiah 

air c raft attacked t r oop concentrations near Falam and har assed r i ve r c raft 

in the lenangyaung area . 

2 . On 6 January two B-25 ' s froa the 14th Air Farce sank a 175- !oot 

troop ship on the Tangtte below TUngting Lake . 

- J -
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PAC!FIC AND SQUTJ!!l,ST PACIHC p& 'lhJ!S 

1. In extending the:!. r cape Gloucester beachhead on J and I. January 
our forces killed about 600 Japanese; Allied casualties since the landill8 
are 117 dead, 351. wounded and eight missing . On 5 Jo.nuary our units on 
Huon Peninsula reached Kelanoa Harbor with little opposHion while patrols 
encountered the enemy eight miles west of Saidor. 5th Air Force missions 
totaling 82 heavy and mecliu.. botobers attacked targets in the Uexishafen, 
U&dang, and Bogadjim areas and elsewhere along the northeastern ttew Guinea 
coast . Other Allied planes sank a 1, 500-ton freighter near JJadanc, and 
attacked shippinp, airdromes and other installations in the Rabaul area . 

2 . Allied fighters from the South Pacific ,\ roa shot down ten 
(probabl,v 15) eneey planes over Rabaul on 4 January; we lost one fighter, 
our heavy bombers put 45 tons of explosives into a Japanese supply area 
on Sohana Island and other planes attacked gun positions and other tarceta 
in Bougainville . The next day )6 B-25 1 s bocbed eneJIIY concentrations in the 

vicinity of Choiaeul Bay; other medium and heavy bombers attacked buildings , 
1 antiaircraft positions, supp!y dumps and siailar tarcets near !!uka and in 

tho Kahili - Feisi area , 

- 4 -
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Directives have been issued for the ove e~t of the )Uth Infantry 

Division (llajor General Leland S . Hobbs} i'rom Canp Attl'rbury, Indiana 

to a northeastern port of e:nbarkation for !\Jrth"r :r.ove,.ent overseas . 

Ell 1!0 I' :;A' T' I EA TE:! 

1 . RAF bombers attacked suspected pilotless airplane sites along 

the French coast during the ni,-ht of .3-L January, scorinr hit" on sorne 

of the.. . The follo'lfin~ day .358 of ou.r "'-26's and over )00 RAF bo:tbers, 

escorted by RAP Spitfires, were dispatched to cor.tin"e t' e•e attacks. 

Shipbuildin~ yards at Kiel and nearby tamete of opportunity, and tile 

railroad yards at l!unster, were the respective tar~ets ror 569 and 75 

bth Air Force heav:r bo.,t>-rs wl1ich drooped 1,251 tons of explosives and 

incendiaries; accurate results were obtained despite heavy clouds over 

the ta~ets . L65 P-47's provided support for the Wunster ~lesion du~in~ 

its entire route over land . Enerr.y fighter opposition to these heavy 

bomber l"i3eions was effectively ariven off by our lona- ranRe fi.ght.ers 

which d troyed ei~M (probab!y nina} ane.,.y planes w" ile t.M b<rlbers 

acco•.nted !or four (probably 16) nore . Eighteen bombers and three fight-

ers are missing . 

2 . Stronl! fonr.ationa of our heavy bombers , escorted by P-J8•s 

P-L? 'e and P-51' s, attacked enelli,Y airdrOI"ea at Bordeaux ancl Tours, the 

shipyards at Kiel, and other targets in wee tam Germany on 5 January. 

!:nerny 110rial opposition was strong at Bord811wc, weak at Tours , nnd 

- 1-



' 
• 

... _ .. crt 

""'' • 

o-MOSCO'II' 

••U~t•• 

• 



CORSICA 

SARDINIA 

lAM •a• .. o, lflt C riiiiU 
II OOtOIItl tMI 

ELBA .J ,..;..,. 

' \ 

CENTRAL ITALY 
o s .o to :so •o to 10 10 10 10 too 

f 



D?.CLABSIPID 
O.L ~~ • t-~-?2 

"'oderate at Kiel; our planes destroyed 95 eneu:·· aircraft . Prelhinary 

reports indicate that 25 of our to b"rs and 12 fi?M.era failed to 

return . 

.) . :;orth of !;eve- tr.e Soviets are now 8 .. uea fror :JovoaokolnL<i, 

1.3 miles west of Veliki Luki. The Soviets launched attacks 11est of 

Propoia.< Ol" 5 January . Soutn of Kiev they advanced a·JOUt lh ,.uea to 

capture Tarnsheha, 2u miles southeast of Bel~a Tserkov. South of Zhitomir 

they forced the evacuaUon of Berdichev. There are no indieat.iona of 

ene~y withdrawal fror. the Dnepr River bend or the Crimea. 

!JED I T>JlRA?JEAII 

1 . 'lorth African Air Force missions on u January included an attack 

by "-17 ' s, 9scorted by 117 P- .3b•a and P- u'/'a, on Dupnitsa a.-d Scutari, 

a d raios of 21. B-25 ' s each on rai.J. installations at r•rodac and en011y 

barracks at Travnik . Lipht bonbers attacked PrP.toro and Llanoopello . 

otner aircraft irpeood by weather perfo,-,ad patrol 01isaions and at.tacked 

t~e enemy lines or comnunication . 

2 . Thera was a general advance alonv the X and II Cot?s fronts 

on 5 January ns British 1mits pushed across the Peccia River and US t roops 

drove further into the entrance to the Caesino-Frosinone corridor. 

Forward units or our .3Lth Division are now fl.Fhting in San Vittore where 

pro~ress has been slowed by heavy automatic-weapon fire from houses con-

verted into pUl boxes . On the Ei hth Arv front on~y local aotions 

ware reported. 
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050 L&<ter, b-S-72 

J . General Devers arrived in Algiers on 5 January. 

ASIATIC THEATER 

lOth Air Force planes carried out demolitions in the Loilaw area 

on 2 January . The following clay 10 B-2u ' s and 19 escorted B- 25• s attacked 

oil installations at Yenangyaung, while ll escorted A-36 ' s damaged enemy 

supplies at Sahmaw. Three escorted B- 25 •s attacked rollin~ stock and 

shipping near the llu River bridge on 5 January, destroyin' several build-

ings, and sinking a steamer . 

During 2, 3, and 4 January British bo~bers attacked the Heho air-

field, railroad facilities at Prome and l'yingyan, as well as ot her 

targets in western Burma. 

PACIFIC AKD SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS 

1 . Supported by tanks, Allied ground forces on Cape Gloucester 

expanded their beachhead on 4 January , advancing toward Bor gen Bay 

against stiff eneey resistance . In New Guinea Allied units , pushing 

from the south , reached Cape Kiny. William , 

A total of 63 hea~J and medium bombers attacked bivouac 

areas and gun positions in the Alexis.hafen and lladang areas and other 

enemy-held positions along the northeastern New Guinea coast . Nine 

escorted Dutch B- 25 ' s left a medium cargo vessel sinking and a freighter-

transport ablaze at Koepang (Timor) ; five B-2b 1s also hit a small naval 

vessel in that area . 

-3-



D~CLASSIYl~ 
08D Letter, 6-8-72 

2. l'ajor General Hubert R. Harmon has been designated to command 

t he 13th Air Force; General Har~n has heretofore commanded our 6th 

Ai r Force in the Caribbean. 

J. Tarawa-based Ventura bombers attacked two enemy fre ighters 

on 4 January, ~~th observed effect on one of the ships . Twenty-four 

Army dive bombers, escorted by a like number of P-39 ' s, dropped 17 

tons of explosives on Mili ; one P-39 was lost over the target area. 
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EUROPEAN TIIEATER 

llZCLAJSIPU:!l 
OSD Letter 

1 . llore than 1,100 wns of exploaivAa and incendiari,.s, includin~; 

seven l!,ooo-pound and 2$0 lt,OOO-pound bol"bs, were dropped on Berlin ey 

RAF aircraft during the ni~ht of 2-3 January . Twenty- eipht bombers were 

lost . Four of 20 Oel"'l\an planes which croseed into England that nipht 

were shot down. Durin~ 2 and 3 January escorted lllied tighter- bomber 

missions raided military objectives in the Pas de Calais and Dieppe areas; 

night- nyin[' RA:F Mosquil:.oes harassed ter~ets in the Rhineland. 

2 . Durine the week ending 2 January the US l!th Air Force lost u9 

heavy bollbers; inco,.,plete cleill's indicate that 12 (probably 16) en~ 

aircraft were destroyed aurin~ the period. 

3. Soviet forces captured Belaye Tserkov and pushed 13 miles 

fart'>er to the southeast. Southwest of Zhitomir ti1ey ere now seven 

miles frO':l the Berdichev-Rovno railroad. Continued pressure a~ainst 

Vitebak felled to •ain; northwest of that town the enemy is ata~ing 

strong counterattacks . 

1 . Strategic Air Force ~issions totellin~ 10$ escorted B-17's hit 

the Turin r ailroad yards and the bell-bearin~ factory at Villa Parosa 

on ) January, reportinr excellent coveraee; four enemy aircraft were 

destroyed tor a loss ot ten planes, including one nea'V)' boolber . Other 

boolbera hit I'U1I positions at Cassino and Cervaro, destroyed snowbound 

- 1-
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on~ voniclea near AToz&ano, attacked ·~ shipping at Civitavecchia 

a"d ott t..'le Dalutian coast. f"Uthtoro dua •ed rollin- otocl< at Aquila 

e.nd patrolled the llattle aroa . R&Uwa,y 1not.al~at1ons at Split and 

S1ben1k and ene~ troop concontrat1ona at Pr1Jedor 1n YUgoslavia wore 

targets for medium and lieht bomber m1aa1ona . 

2. A$!& in on b January no important chan~ea occurred 1n the battle 

linu 1n Italy. On the front or tho US li Corpa our !oreos Jt&da ainor 

sa1na to secure additional ereats on the northern slopes of the Yonti 

S.....ucro hill .,... . The report that tho US lat J.noored Division had 

reverted to control of the nttn AracJ haa been corrected, this d1rlo1on 

retaininl; its previous ass~ent wit.!\ tile U Corps . 

ASIATIC T"".ATER 

Twanty-e1P.h t escorted B- 2L'a o! tho lLth Air Force bombed the 

Lampang (Thailand) railroad yardn on J January with excellent result-a; 

all planes returned . Five P-W•a raided an on""'.Y-hold town near the 

'ru..meae border . 

PACITIC A: ll ~T FACITIC THW.AT!:RS 

1 . In a prerlously unreported raid Al'ainat OW" poaitiona at Saidor 

on tile &!t.>rnoor. of 2 January, tw? o-ol>era and three (prooably !our) entry 

fJ.chtera wore a hot down by ll intercept in~ P-40• a . that night 39 Allied 

aircraft ogain started 1•1'11• rtroa at Kavieng and tl:e Lal<unai airdrCI!Ie 

at Rabaul . The one~ l!lllda throe liqht rlida ogainot our Cape Gloucester 

-2-
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.J 111..., 
.an ~e\ter, b-*· Yi 

pos1~1ona infiietin;.· a f~• castl&ltiu . 

On 3 J&ml&l'Y our ~round torceo at Saldor captunod a large 

&."'ll\lllltion duJrp and advanced weat of the Nanlcina River without encount•r­

ir the one~ . Alliod forces on ~he HUon Pen in aula crossed th• Sanga 

River and were advancing on Kelanoo Harbor. 

1$00 of tho one~ have been killod on Capo Gloucester, 200 in 

an unsuccessful counterattack aqatnat the oaatern !lank of our beachhead 

<horirw the aomin- of tho )rd. 

The -jor a.1r attack durlzla thle period WBl! a ..Usion of hS 

eaco~ed 8-2h • a wnich dropped over 120 tona of l>albs on ant1a1rcraft 

positions a.nd chr.ps at A.lexioha.fen a.nd other installations at ua<la.n;! . 

£ne-;r ouppl;y d-J:ps near Bo~adjla wero etrectival;y raided by lh B- 2)• s . 

Other Alliod aircraft flew ground support •1soions , attacked srall ship­

pin• and antiaircraft position• at Cape Hoakino, shot down two ono~y 

planos ovor Wowak, and bombod barracks at Atamboea, T~or . 

2. S1r B-2h• s bombod tar~eta at Xaviong on J January; results were 

unobaorvod . In aerial caohlt ovar the a.rea three of nineteen intorceptinP 

Japanese planes •ere destroyed . T-.ent;y-foiJ' 8-2)• s hit ta"!'ots at Xahlli 

and Balta . Al11ed fighters, patrollin& over Rabau1, enga.sed a force ot 

20 Japanese planes ot which six (probabl,y ll) .... ,... shot dow:> tor a loss 

ot tw.> or our planes . 

Our carrier- based planes attacked two eno>ey dostro;rers 1n 

oa .. llo Channel , s inkirP one a.nd problbly e1nk1n·• the oth&r . The next 

day a search plane from Ouadaloanal ecoroo a ~~ing hit on an ene~y 
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OiD Letter, 6-8-71 

) . Our heavy boon~ra attacked Wotjt and Taroa on 2 January 

deatroyinp ten (probably 17) en~ planea in combat ever the two targets; 

we loat three B-2L ' • . Nino R-2$11 attacked ground targets at Jaluit; 

ona wao loat . The follorl"ll day ent"'Y planes raided Apall'.ama cauain~ """" 

daMage and casualties . 
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5 , 
~F'LASBIPID 

Oi O Lottor , 6·&-71 

Directives heve been ieeued tor the •ovemen~ of the Headquarters 

and Head<juarten Canpany, XX Corpa (llajor General. 'llal.ton H. 'llal.ker) 

from Camp C~pbell , Kentuc~, to the New York Port of ~barkation for 

further ~ove~ent overseas . 

EUROPW THEI.Tl!R 

1he heavien fillbtin~ on the Eaat.em front during ) Janusry wae 

aout.h"A'os1. of Zhitoair and wen or Olevak where the Red t.rq ba.s reached 

pro-war Polish boundary. The Sov1.eto made olis"ht progress south or 

Belay& Tolcorlcov. Elsewhere no ais"ni!icant chan!:•• wore reported. 

lltDITt:RIVSEAII 

1. Koy rail cOllll!lunication centers in Itely were tarj!eto for our 

medium, light and fiynter bombers during 2 January . Bridges and raU­

road yards near Ventimiglia on the Italian Riviera wore heavily hit by 

49 B-26• a; good bor.lb cover~• and a lar•e fire wore reported at the 

Temi yarda tr,; W. attaoldng 8- 2S'• · EloeWhero <k-~e was in1"11cted on 

coutal. inatal.lations, rail~ I'Ollin otock, and eotor transport anow­

bound in the central. volleyo . nv.hter &ircra!1., patrollin; the battle 

aroe, attacked en.,.,- gun position• near Cervaro and west or Orton&. '!Wo 

Allied fi&htera failed to return from theae mioaiona . 

2 . There was no oignifioant chanRe on tho I tal. ian front during 
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080 Letter , &-8- 73 

) Jan.....,. . Our lst Al-oPOd Divioion (le .. cert.ain el-n!A) a.~d )rd 

Infantry Diviaion (less t.'le lSth In!ant.ry) rever!Ad tc control or the 

P'iCt.h Anr7 and are concentratinr west or Naplea . '!'he French Expo clition-

ar,y Corps assumed command of our VI Corps eector at noon; relief o! our 

4Sth Division by French units io proceeding . 

ASIATIC THEATER 

1 . On 1 January, lo escorted ti ht.er-ballbera of t.!\e lOth Air P'o,.ee 

cloaaged tho nlDW&)' and at.erted fires at tho cain a1.r-ciroloe u )!yitl(yina 

and two P- Sl ' s r idded an eniOrJI•hold villaoto in t.be H\lkawng Valley. RAP 

ail"erart. attaekad "''""'J' positions and a hea<lqu.artera .,...a on the l.rakan 

coan. The next. day ....,e 40 eocort.ecl VS bo~beno struck the ~asolino 

plant , work shop, refinery and ponr atotion at Yenangyaung , reporting 

excellent results . Fou.- B-?4•s bombed toll!eta at Akyab . 

2 . On 2 January . P-40•s of tho 14th Ai r Force bomboo a Japanese 

heMdquartera and barrac~s area a~ Hopan'; direct hits were observed in 

PACIFIC A.!;D SOI"!!!WSST PACIFIC T!!T.ATEIG 

1 . On 2 January A.llled airera!t in the Southweot Pacllic A,..a 

boo! bed en8101 inotallationa at Kavienc, Capo Hoskins, GaS~:>ata, Ril.i 8111 , 

BoeadJS... . and Eitel Friedrich Harbor . The nickel refinary at Pcotelaa, 

Celebes, waa attacked by nino ll-24 1s ""ich etarted large fires . 8iR!>ty-

one medium and light bombers supported ou r ground operations in tho Saidor 

- 2 -..... 
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0 D Letter, &-8-78 

...... 
Patrols trot- our aird.rcae periaet.er on Cape Oloucester and 

!roo our nst coast beachhead aade contact at Dor! Point. . t-:ear ~reen 

a.,y our forces wore attacking to the aoutheut . In tho Arawe area 01inor 

patrol clashes occurred. Allied unite advanoine, along the Huon Peninsula 

roached Sialum. At Saidor our troopa are conaolidatin& their perimeter 

Livht eneey air ra1d.3 were uda arainst our Cape Gloucester 

and Aran positions; cne ene-y bomber waa shot dcwn . 

2 . O.·rin;; 1 and 2 January Navy aircraft !low air support dasiona 

tor O\lr rrow:o 'orcea oporatin~ along ~··• Torokina P.iver and bcr:bed and 

••chir\e-KUMed barge hideouts west or Nuru. ~ruma a."'ld e.ne'"(r conee:ntratione 

southeast of Elnpress Au~<W~ta Ray . 0\lr P-39'• dive -bombed and nachino­

F,\Inned en~ barges in Tonolei Karber and one~ positions on the Torokina 

River . Twenty- four B-2S•• started large tirea near the dump are .. at 

lluka. 

ccapleta . 

Our 6, 000- foot air strip on Stir~ Island is 99 percent 

- 3 -
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:D~88l7ID 

08D Lett~~ '2 

~ROPOOl 'n!EATER 

1. ~ring 1 January 1 ~ escorted boebera of the RAF attacked 

erose-channel objectives and are believed to have scored hits in the 

target areas; no contacts with enemy fiP.hters were reported. That 

niPht JSO Lancasters 'dropped 11 375 tons of bombs on Berlin through 

cocplete cloud cover; 29 bcolbers were lost or miss1.rtg . 

2 . Red forces made fUrther advances between Novogl'ad-Volinskii and 

Bel'dichev on 2 January. Apparently thoil' morrentum is checked as it 

COI"es against the eneey in his positions or' favorable rrour.d; the Red 

forces are thus tendinp to make latel'al rains . Northwest of Korosten 

they are not rnol'B than 12 miles ~ the Polish border at the southeast 

corner of the Pripet marshes . There has boen little notion for two days 

in the Crimea or llnepr bend. 

L'EDITeR!WIWI 

1 . ~either the Tactical nor Strategic Air Forces operated durinR 

the n1p,ht of Jl December-1 January or the next cay becau ae of adverse 

weather, only harbor patrol , air- sea l'Bacue and convoy escort mi:ssions 

beinl( flown . 

2. Intense cold and bad weathel' aoroas the Italian peninsula on 

2 January restricted ground operations; activities were limited to patrol-

linv and rerrouping. 'nle )rd Algerian Division is diseftbarkin" 1n the 

Naples area . 

- 1-
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) . Casualty fi~es follow : 

Fifth Army ( 30 December) Killed Wounded lUes~ Totals 

us 2,651 10,886 3,365 16,902 
British 1,67L 7,oL7 2,869 11,590 
French 196 1,)01 57 1,551. 

E~hth Amy (28 Decenber) 2,362 8,658 2,106 13,126 

6,683 27,892 8,397 L),l72 

Prisoners of war captured by components of the Fifth Army 

were reported as follows : 

us 2,982 
British 1,660 
French ll$ 

L,7S7 

The Eighth Army has captured 2,879 prisoners of wnr . 

ASIATIC THEATER 

1. Rritish bombers attacked town and rai:.road installations at 

Vay>cy<> on 31 Dece-ber . The next day ene::cy" camps in we stem BurMa and 

• the railroad station and waterfront area at Pr01:1e were the tar~ets fer 

RAF missions . 

Six B- 2$ 1s of our lOth Air Forco escorted by 16 P-381 s destroyed 

the middle span and one approach of the llu River bridge on l January; one 

P- 38 crashed. 

2 . lLth Air Force fightet-s set fire to several buildinga in the 

vicinity of Lao Kay in Indo-China on llew Year ' D Day, ann haraeeed shipping 

along the Red R1 ver . 

- 2-
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noua:nrm 
Q&D Letter, ~-8-?A 

PACIFIC AJID SOilTHlrl'.ST PACIFIC THEAT~ 

l . The landing at Saidor by a re~irlental c001bat team of the US 

)2nd Division was preceded b~· air attacks in which 12) heavy and medilll!l 

bombers participated and was made under cov6r of air and naval bombard-

mont . Further south our forward elements advanced five miles northwest 

of Blucher Point to the vicinity of ruzen . In the Cape Gloucester rec ion 

eneny pressure against our beachhead shifted unsuccessfUlly fro~ tho 

west to the east flank . Our patrols round Sav Sag evacuated. There was 

no change in the r,round situation at Arawe .durinr 1 January . 

Allied flying boats started numerous fires at Kavieng . hit a 

destroyer at Cape Hoskins and sank a 91000-ton enemy vessel and probably 

dnmagod a 5, 000-ton vessel near the Admiralty Islands . Other Allied air­

craft attacked targets in Ne" Britain, bombed ~'adnng and nearby supply 

installations, and started large fires at the Alexishafen airfield. 

2. Two heavy cruisers and one destroyer were believed sun;,; or 

beached and a second destroyer badly ~ed in an attaclc by tlavy planes 

on an ene.-y convoy outsiae Kavieng harbor on 1 Janua17. Twelve (probably 

15) intercepting planes were shot down for the loss of three Navy air­

craft . ~!any phosphorous aerial bombs were dropped on OUl:' aircrart by 

the enemy fighters but none were affective. 

) • Pirteen B-21. ' s bombed the Lakunai airdrome and the town of 

Rabaul on 1 January; 20 (probably 2$ en•IIIY planes were destroyed 1n 

aerial combat for the loss of one B-2u. Five of the Japanese ~hters 

- ) -

~ 



BOUGAINVILLE ISL AND 

''e0=:;~:::::e·==='!E·===·:E·~=3'. 
Mi l ES 

. ·""~·'-· ... , ~· 
J' 

• . ~· B'lo~o :" .• ... . ~ .. 
' .. I f 

SHORTL-A Q, Fohi L 

Atu 1. 



~, L .. sau~..::~ 
r"D Iettor, 6-8-78 

had A.llerican nvs painted on their .I'Uael&ge . Sro-.all.er B- 24 miesions 

were carried out against Kahili and llanob Village, and six B-24 •• hit 

targets northeast of Kahili. Fiji Infantry are in action in our Bougain-

ville beachhead. 

4. Antiaircraft positions at 11111 were bombed and R'.&chine- "Uruled 

on Jl Dec•ber by 24 P- J9's ard 25 Navy dive bombers . There wu no 

interception. 

-4-
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OSD Letter, 5-S-72 

1 . The jrmy Qround Forces have issued directives for the movement 

of tho 6th Armored Division (I.!Ajor General Robert Yl. Qrow) from Camp 

Cooke, California, to a northeastern port of embarkation, and for the 

movanent of the 9Jrd Infantry !)!.vision {ll.ajor General Raymond G. Lehman) 

from Ca:np Young, California, to the San Francisco Port of Embarkation. 

2. Four Attu-based Dying boats bombed Par&Jnushiro during Jl 

December and returned safely. 

EUROPEAN "IHEA 'IER 

1. RA.F bombers made small scale raids during the night of JO-Jl 

December against military objectives in the Pas de Calais , Cherbourg, 

Cologne an:i Duisburg areas, and laid mines along the French west coast . 

Enemy aircraft operated over southeastern England in smell number s and 

caused only minor damage . 

In the Jl Decanber attacks on Ivry and Bois Colombes ball- bearing 

plants at Paris lJO heavy bombers in two for ces escorted qy 204 P- 4?•s took 

part, meeting no fighter opposition but some antiaircr aft fire ; good 

results were reported . 4JO B-17' s an:i 154 B-24 1 s escorted throughout 

by four hundred P- 4?•s , P- J8 1 s and P- 5l1 s took part with fair to good 

results in the attacks on airfields in southwest France whence long r ange 

enemy aircraft operate against Allied shipping in the Atlantic; d8Jlllging . 
antiaircraft fire and some fighter opposition were encountered . TWenty-

nine heavy bombers and nine fighters were lost1 while 24 (probably J?) enemy 

aircraft were destroyed . Escorted B-26 ' s dropped 230 tons of bombs on 

cross-charmel rocket- launching devices ·ilith poor to fair results, meeting 

antiaircraft but no fighter opposition; ell bombers r eturned, 

- 1 -
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DEOLAS8JFID 
O•D ~\\Or, ~-8-71 

2. 'lila Soviets haVI IIOYed cloeer to tha iaport.ant. north~uth 

railroed near Za:ost.oc111e 1outh or V1tobek where intense t1sbt1"l! 

continues . West o! Nevel the Sov1ot.a ll&de el181>t progress . '!he 

11l1ent west and southW11st o! Kiev waa widened during l January when 

edvances or 10 miles ...,,.. made southwoet or Belaya TSerkov and west 

and nortbweet or Korosten • 

l. Incle.,..nt ,....thor on )1 Deee.ber reduced the scale or our 

eir operations. Allled tightera and !il!l>ter bollbers i"lew 110re than 

200 sorties, hitting entiiO' 1n."'ntry and artillary positions in tho 

Eighth A~ sector and co .. unications along the ~nder ot the tront . 

,...nty- Cour A- J6 •s attacked targets It Foral.a . 

TWel ve ene,y planoa carried out attacks against Catania and 

Auguata in eastern Sicily on Jl Decembu. tlo damage to shipping wae 

caused and t wo o!' the raiders tell to our antiaircraft fire . 

2 . ll'other ha:lpered activity on tho Italian front on 1 January . 

C&nadian units ot the Eighth loNtif, continuing their northward drive 

in a ra£1nll stono, captured San -.o and repulsed a hs&Y)' counter-

attack on ths coastal rood . 

l . on )l December lOth Air P'or<:e A-)6•o, ouppor tilljl ground 

- 2 -
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D£17725 
DICLAS8trtD 

OSD Lotter , &-8-11 

ope.-.tioM, bollbed one!Q' posltiona 1n tho Hulcawng vul.,. . Twelve RAF 

Spit!1reo interceptl.na 29 Jap&Meo planN ewer tho .lraltan coast, allot 

d01m l3 (probably 16) of tho onOIII,YJ ono Spitfire crashed . 

2 . B-25 ' s of the 14th .Ur For co onnl< three small cargo veooele 

and one 250-foot troop transport and damaged two gunboats on the Yangtze 

River near Lukwao and Anki!lll on JO Oece!llber. One B-25 struck U.o lUSt 

of a vessel and crashed , '!he next day 25 8-24' s droppod 300 daolition 

bombs on the railroad :rards at Loapallll. '!be tarcet """ well covered 

and oeverol large 1'1 res and oxplooiono we.-. observed . .Ul our B-24' a 

returned aafely . 

fACIFIC N! D SOtrll!WilST P.\C!FIC I!!MThRS 

l. Our Cape Oloucostor forces, forcing U.e enemy back into tho 

foothills on 31 December have sub•tantially expanded our beaohhead l 

approximately 1000 dead Japaneao l'ftve boon counted in tbo area to dote . 

Eoeiii,Y air raids nre reported on Fioacbha!en and our !low Britain 

beachheads; over the latter region Or»JIIY divo bolObens and 1'1!1>tens •ore 

intercepted by 30 P-4?'s and 16 P-1,0'• which ehot down eight dive bollbera 

and four (probably six) 1'1ghtara. 

During tbo day, .Uliod aircraft conc.ntratod on oneJIIY tal'ioto 

alone tho northoastom coaot of Now 0\linea troaa .Uexisllafon to Saidoq 

~ B-24'• and 91 B-25'• participated in those operations hitting 

airdromAia, antiaircraft positiona, supply dlllllpl and bivouac areas with 

dutructive effect. Patrol and rooonnaiooanco bomber s again hit Kaviong 
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ani the nearby Panapai airdrome, l.na tallations on lluesau leland, and 

barges beached near Talaeea. 

2 . Gena raJ. J.l&cArthur has just reported a successful landing by a 

reinforced infantry combat team at Saidor during the early hours or 2 

January. '!11e harbor and airfield have been captured . This operation, 

a complete surprise to the eneJ~Qr, us acc0111plished without loss. 

) . Targets at Kah111 were attacked by our South Pacific heavy and 

medium banbers on Jl December. 

4 . Nanocea-4>ased B- 24 1s dropped 51 tons of boe~bs on J(Wajalein on 

)0 December . Nine of our B-25 ' s based on Tarawa attacked Jaluit with 

demolition bombs, fragmentotion clusters and cannon fire . Hits were 

obtained on a fuel dump ani storage area. No enemy planes were sighted 

and all our planes retur~ safely. 

Sl'!lllll numbers of enemy bombers ineffectively attacked Tara"" 

on Z7 December and J.l&kin on 28 and 29 December. 
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1 . In our heavy raid or 30 Dece l>er, the tar ·et ..... t'le eyr>t1et1c 

r11bber plants at Ludwi?ahalen . Eocort41d by 6)2 fighters , 710 h~avy 

bombers attacked through a solid overcast, dropping 1498 tens of bcobs , 

two-thir<l8 of which were incenduriea . On the same dey, 229 escorted 

8-26• s hit the Pas de Calaia area without loss . 

2 . Larpe forces ot oocort.'!d US heavy boftbers attacked the lvry and 

Bob Col .. bes bell-burin~ planto at Parla, L"d the COifliJ\c airfi@ld .with 

sood reaul ts en )1 Decnber . 

) . '!he Soviets have captlli'Od Zllitcmir and hne extended their linea 

to the nort.hwest o! that town and southeast or Berdichov. As yet there 

are no indic,.tions of an enemy withdrawal £rom the Dnepr Bend, &lthouQ)> 

the Soviets made ol1Pht prorress wost oi' Zaporozhe . Soviet prossuro 

near Vitobok has shifted south o! the town; minor gains were made thoro 

and west or Nevel • 

l. British C-.aoa de•troyed a bride• and att&cl'.ed en ... y instal-

lations near llint\IJ'no durlnp their raid the nieht or 29 Dece-ber . By 

Jl Docenber forward ele-ento or our 4$th Dhuion had occupied position• 

overlookinP Acquatondota. Action oloewhere &lOTUI the front was confined 

tc patrolling and regrouping . 
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2 . Escorted B-l7 ' s of the Strategic Air Force hit the Padua and 

R:iJrlni railroad yards, on JO December obtaininl{ good coverage on these 

targets and destroyiny three intercepting planes without loss . l'edi,. 

and light b0111bers attacked railroad yards and CClr.Ullll1lications at Borgo 

San Lorenzo, Reggio and Falconara, hit sbippinl' near Zara and elsewhere 

on the llalJIIatian coast and bombed targets of opportunity in the battle 

area . 

J . Late fiorures for the British transport •Rohna• previously 

reported as sunk off Algeria on 26 November, carrying American personnel 

en route to India, are now viven aa J.'ollaws : 21 dead, 991. miasinr, and 

966 survivors . 

ASIATIC THEATER 

l . Twenty B-2l.•s of the lOth Air Force hit the station and rolling 

stock at Con;ywa on JO December; medium bombers scored direct hits on 

warehouses and other eneey installations near llandalay. RAF aircraft 

attacked stores and troop concentrations in the Ft. White and Buthidaung 

areas , and the railroad yards near Rangoon . 

2 . Twenty enemy fighter planes attacked our ll.t h Air Force eirdr ... e 

at Suichwan on JO December, deatroying t wo grounded planes and dam&ginll 

another by machine-gun fire . Our fightera intercepted ehooting down 

three (probably four) of the raidera . 

-2-



• W.&MUS l 

lfS IUIItCK 

• • 

•• • .. 

UICMI,(I.AIO 

QAROY[ 
.~ 

• • 

·~ ·· 

·-
--



' lFU.O 
' ~ •••Jar, 6-b-?1 

PACII'IC .l!ID ~T P.lCII'IC TI!UT!.RS 

1 . During )0 Decesber our !orcos cor~inued to consolidate tn•ir 

poa1~1ona on Cape GlouceaterJ rtpulaine an ene~ counterattack a,atnat 

ou r net coaet beachhead . Patrol activity was reported 1n the Arawo 

area which was subjected to a llr,ht early morn1np air raid . 

On the !Non Pl!ninoula our foreee have pushed nearly a mUo 

beyond Blucher Point .mara quantities or guns and a:n:I!Wlition ware 

• captured. 

Our ~t b<aber and f14!htor aircraft contin1.1ed their active 

suppor~ or cround operationt in northlfoatam lin Britain. .lo!edi\10 boabera 

b<abed and s~raied en.,- coneantrationo oo1.1~h of lladang and barp:e hide­

outs near Sio. Twenty- seven B-24 1a eauaed larea explosions wi>Ue boollb~ 

gun positions at Alexiehaton; reconnaieoanco and patrol bombers attacked 

Oaomata airdrane, buildings on Oarove leland and started fires and caused 

violent explosions at Kav1eng . 

2. !line teen 8-24 1 a hit Rah&ul on )0 Deee>rber; the erteOIY reacted 

otron&]Jr ln the air and loot 12 (probabl1 21) of hie intereoptl.ni! planoo . 

Two of our heavy boabers !aUod to return . ILediw; bOmber aisoions total-

lnv 24 B-2S• a hit t.~e !W>U1 air otrip and Korovo 1n the aoutheutarn 

Bougainville area. 

J . Two B-24 •looiona totall.nc 20 heavy ba.bora hit llaloelap and 

II& jura on 28 December . Ono •hsion, into reap ted by between JS and SO 
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eneq !!ch~ers, silo~ down. two (probabl.r 12). r.o B- 2b•s wore loet . 

IIlli waa &lao a t tacked by a a1oa1on ot b7 ••d1=, dive, end ti$thter 

booob<lre; there ns no 1ntercep~1on and all our planes ret=ned . 

-b-


	0001
	0002
	0003
	0004
	0005
	0006
	0007
	0008
	0009
	0010
	0011
	0012
	0013
	0014
	0015
	0016
	0017
	0018
	0019
	0020
	0021
	0022
	0023
	0024
	0025
	0026
	0027
	0028
	0029
	0030
	0031
	0032
	0033
	0034
	0035
	0036
	0037
	0038
	0039
	0040
	0041
	0042
	0043
	0044
	0045
	0046
	0047
	0048
	0049
	0050
	0051
	0052
	0053
	0054
	0055
	0056
	0057
	0058
	0059
	0060
	0061
	0062
	0063
	0064
	0065
	0066
	0067
	0068
	0069
	0070
	0071
	0072
	0073
	0074
	0075
	0076
	0077
	0078
	0079
	0080
	0081
	0082
	0083
	0084
	0085
	0086
	0087
	0088
	0089
	0090
	0091
	0092
	0093
	0094
	0095
	0096
	0097
	0098
	0099
	0100
	0101
	0102
	0103
	0104
	0105
	0106
	0107
	0108
	0109
	0110
	0111
	0112
	0113
	0114
	0115
	0116
	0117
	0118
	0119
	0120
	0121
	0122

