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DICLABUFID 
OSD Lottor, 6-3-71 

l . On .30 :.:&r.cn several hoatUe alrcrll!t were a! ~ht,..ed over 

leoland . 

2. Escorted !L hter bonbtlro ot tho hh Atr Foree hit ~"'.tmiii.VS and 

field inatallattono at Soea~orb<>r and Einclhovon airdr"""" on 30 !'arch; 

ot.her P-1;7'• trachine-;runned the W~tael, Venlo, Enec~ede, and Deelen a1r-

Cl.rmes . Our planes also destroyed 12 lo-ec:r.ot1v411ls, sank or c!a"''a .. .,d 

••••ral ....n boats, left a !actecy in na.-4e, a.~d attacked 0..1":'.&11 tr<><>pa . 

1'» fight-ers scored oig.>t. hit.• on a htavi4' ~•corted 1!:,000- ton vuaol 

1r. :orwe~ian waters . 

Seven hundred and ninety-five 'AF boobers attac•:ed Num!>tr-,: 

that n1 bt ~tth a loea of 95 b<tlbora; widespread hara..otr and aea­

Oiinina missions were also nown. 

l. ~ore than 30 enery aircra.tt raided Via on 2b • arch; '""'" ""'all 

Partisan a.'lip;>in;; was hit and light .Ul1od e .. ualt.ieo resulted. 

On 30 'arch 369 ••corted b•&"7 bccboro o! th Strato-ic .Ur 

Force droj:!pod 97) tcr.s o~ bo:ba on th raUrood 7a.r-. and city ot 

So!ia . &I'd 39 E- l7's attac• ed Ue leota 1 {llq;oolavia) aird.,.oa . Thir-

teon ona7 planes ,...,,.., onot down rc :- a lo .. ot rtvo b"avy -ra and 

one P...J6 . hdill!!l bor.lbora ct the Tactical Air Force bO! bed shipp~ and 

harbor installations at Lee horn and • rail road bride• near Orto . Ligtlt 

h<lmbrro and fighters raided lin•• or ccmunication in central IWy. 

Coastal IJ.sobtera attacked ohtppins ctr tho eaot coast cf Italy &r.d alona 
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DICL488IFlD 
CPn Lotte•, &-1-?a 

tt o llal.o;ati*' eout . Othe• .Uliod ! htera aU.aehd lir.u or •=1-

cation and ~.an aupply 1r.ot.allat1ou o;.poohe r .Uzic O..ac..'>!-.ead . 

!Au-ir.g the ni t of .)J- )1 llaro:~ ernm;r aircraft !.ned ot>r 

2 . En~ artUlezy and pot role ,..,.. nctivo nt the ;\ntio beachhead 

en )l larch; a )00-rour. concentration wu ti.riJd on Allied 1natallat1one 

in tho Padir.liono area . A local attack a •ail•ot Brition positions on tho 

loft. nank waa repulsed . 

!n tl:e souU\em sector ot t.te trar.a- tt.&lian t'ront, Ule en•y 

ino!!eetively a"alled brief£~• .,.,.,. :.he Garicliano !!1ver. Po:!ell troo>• 

occupied 11 . llarrcme without oppoalt!on . 

Active patrolllne waa continued in the ArlrU.tic sector . 

Allied artillery sbollod tte enery' a pos1 tio •• at Pannapied!Joonte; 

eniii!\Y artillery shelled Salciaroli and Conaalvi. 

ASIATIC Tltu.TER 

1 . In tho upper Chinc!Win River area, Ja;ar.••• units heavily attacked 

Allied poa1t1ona ••ar J• ••-1 durin; the night o! 25- 29 ~ch. Chinese 

troopo in • •.e Hukawng Valley ca tured S~.adt::up c< )0 J.:arc!l ar.d advanced 

sou u-rd astride the uin road . 

2. On 29 l!are.o Allied tirhura att.ae•od a1r!iolda in central lluma 

and other us and Britieh pl., ea new rround oupport "iasiors, dtr~ed 

riv~r craft and motor y,hi clee ~1d dtetroyed two warehoueee in operation• 

over contral , nor thern and woetern IAu, a . lleavy bomber s raided """'P• 

at Ranaoon t hat night. 
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J . ':'wo E- 21.' • o! t."&e ll U> A1r Force b<lo;bod spinn.lr.c a!llo at ''""' 

Dinh doatrorinl; a nm~ber c! buUcUr.t•• and oeriouely ~~ a trel. •t.er 

ott t.~e aout!leaat eoaat or Fntrr"1 Inde..CM.r:a or. JO arch . 

PACIFIC A: r SOUT!llr;:.ST PACIFIC TI'U'!'f.fS 

1 . Supported b:t air at.d naval unitfl our ~round forces occupied 

l'ityUu Ialand on JO larch . In U e !Wou \'alley ~round forces reached 

a point \.11ree lllil.es nort.h or Da\II:'Ol.na. 

Foo.1r B-2l. •a boorbe~ Ue ~t cir!rcxoe at 'lf.....V. aro 11g•~ b""ber1 

carried out ;;rour.d S'Jpport l!iaaiou in IJ>e rleidty of Ur.t.j!.m. ':'wotrty-

ttreo t-2S•a attacked ~adj1, l<eepin& Ue air at.r!p m:eerviceable . ~tell 

a d A·atral!an plarea ro..bed t•.e Penfoe1 atrd.rc.o, atartln,; tires visible 

fer eo ,u •. ' and a .. .u.icn of 21 B-24'. etarted several 18.'1:• !"...rea at 

Lane"oor aicdr<>"e {Kai Islands) . 

The follcroi.nll da,v 68 heavy bombero dropped lLO tons of h001b1 

on air strips at Holland.ia . In th~ t.wo d&r:r'l our air attacks in this area 

destroyed l8S (probably 197 ) ere y pl..,oe fer e laos or or• or our fiJ!hters . 

2 . On 29 'arco I!'CH tMr. 90 Souto Pacl!ic bolllbcro and .::11-'htere ovor 

t. • !laoaol area attacked cey 1r.ot.allat.1ou L•d oupply po1r.to, <.r.a.•ed 

Cll" posHior.s , a.~d ca"""d a:- OJCploe1cn aboard a J4~eoe c>tat.ro;rer . Other 

Allied plL~U r aided er.o"\f ~··tiona in toe Bou,;ainTill• area . T'\ot niq.t 

patrol planes forced a 2, 000- ton er.e:;r vouel -.;round at S:!.8t<tr 1 !eland, 

north or h • Ireland . 

.) . US troops reeonnoiter o<l KUi ••nd ~a.•orl.k on 28 Jo:arch wit hout 

oppoaltion . 
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D~LAasrrm 

OSD Letter, 0-S-?8 

on !lea'r)' antiair<:ra.ft W.ttorioa and a radio at.aUon "" aouthern llct.,je . 

Additional aiaalor.s, totall!nl aora t.l:an 70 planee,attac<ed t.ar~•t• at 

TarG&, Ponape, ~Ule and l:hidj . Tnlvo Cer.tral l'acific B-21.• a aleo raided 

':'ruk , starting fires, and returned without cuualtiea. 

Or )l 'arch Soviet !orcea conth,.td to attack at J'ana, Pakov , and 

~o·lloY; Tarr.opol re:".aina ercir<:led . So•'iet !orcea extended tll~ir line 

nrrthoetnrd alaru; t!1e Pn:th ru.-.r .autll o! hl"ellt!ts-PoColalc . 'l'!:e ust 

raU line betnen Jaasy and Jt!lhinev . ""'an forces cont1rmed the!r 

withdrawal !rO<t t':e sout•em Ukraine . 

- 4 -
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DECLASSO'ID 
OtD L.ttor, 6-l-11 

/ 
Dincti vos have bee~ • asuod !or th ,.o.,o •nt of tha 7t.'> .U,o,..d 

Division ( 'ajor Oener&l Llndao,y cO . Sllveoter) and th 35'th Infantcy 

D1v1aion (l!ajor General Paul If. Daade) to an '""tern port o! ""barkation 

~ tor ehi~.cnt tc the European Thentnr of Operations . 

');,_ lOPU:; 'IIF.A"r,]! 

1 . Of on est.ir.at~d 90 ene:;.v planes int~rcepti.'l;: the 6th .lir Force 

att.aci< on Brunswick and ot.l".er t.ar,;ets on 29 J.!arch, 5) .(probabl:; 62) ...,,... 

ahot <1<'1111; 13 (probably 20) ot.~~rs ...,..., dest"'Yed on the M"Our.d . "It lcot 

nino ll-17'• and ll fiW~tero . 

2. 0, the ni<>nt of 29-)0 arc 76 ;v..~ plM4S b""'bed the Va!....s 

railroad yards east ot Paris . E4!hteen others attacked airplane on,ine 

worka at Lyon . f'oSC!uitoes raided Klel, Krefold-Urd.ingen, Colopno and Aachon . 

IIEDITERRA!i·:All 
\ 

l . On 29 !!arch escorted boo!lbera o! the Strate;;ic Air Foree c!roppe1 

JU6 tone of explosives or. the Twin raUroa~ yarda, hl2 tcr.s on t.~o 

llolu.no yarda ar.d 326 tor.s on tergota at ila.n; l3 (prob&bly 16) e·>O:O" 

planoa waro allot dcwn !or a loea of e1 

era . lini.fornll.y s'-lcceso!ul bQIIbing waa reported by our aircraft . Tactical 

Air Foree medi•JI'I bo::bera attaohd harbor and railroad irult.&llations !~ 

nortMm Italy and the airdr""'a at Viterbo where six enO!J1Y planes were 

doal.royocl on tho f:I"OUnd . F1£hter plknee raided enorr;r cCJlllllunicationo 

and auppl:r positions 1n th~ vioinlt:r or r"""" Md carri&d out ehippl.ni 
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DICLASSIPID 
OSD Lotte~. &-S-71 

P'l81'6 <!' 1.1:• Da!mati&n e<>&at . leaV)' and mot<!iw. beebe~ or t: • lloditn­

ranoan llliod Cr Foreeobotobed t.M S 'Ia ral.lroad :yarda d:rJ..n& ~· n ht 

or 29-)0 are_' . 

2, lew Zealand tro< ps repuleed two c""'pany- stren.rt.h •n""'Y att~cka 

in Caaaino on 30 llal'Ch . No dat111j;~ was Mj'lortad rrom a LO-j>l.ane ent: "I raid 

againat th• Anzio boachhoad . On tho ,r•viou• day 71 828 tons o' •urPl1~a 

wero diacnar "'d in thia area clospi te cons1dorabl• O."OIIY air activity; tMs 

11 a cor.s1derable 1r.crease over all recant fl(ur•s· 

1 . During 27 a.od 28 ~are!> n1ne ea•orte<! t - 25's dllzoa.i:ed tb ral.lwa"J 

at Eawlin and •i&l•t ll-2l.•a bombed etcr:~;:e. areas at t.::uoing . In aneount~rs 

with """'"" plane• our aircraft <k'stro ad at least )0 tor a loss o! two 

P-5l•s . All1od tactical aircra!t new 7~ otronsive sorties..., well as 

...... 90 patrol sorties in oupport or •round actior on the eur, ... fronts 

(11 on tl o 26th. 

2. Jaj'l&r.eee count•rattscks in the ar•a throe nilos ncrt!: o! Sh&dl;:rup 

were repulaed wit!> h••'7 .. ,.,. lo,.•• en 29 llaro: ; )2$ o! t•" e::ecy ...,,.. 

r•porte!l killed at. t!:e llliod road block t.hl'lte aile a ocuth or t1:o town . 

Sevor.t.eon Ues to tM southeart liS tore 1 are in cOAtac~ "'-t.~ Japar.••• 

unlh mo~ nort!:ward !l'O!II II '1\11\l: . 

In the Cl:1n l1Ule-ch1ndwin ....,. eon:o progr••• was ~~:&do a~ail>st 

t:lO!:IJ' road blocks northwoot ot Ton &ana . Japanese troops were advancing 

a ain•L Drithh ro•iotanaa noar Ukhrul. Ar. tne;o;y force lS l'liloe northeast 

- 2 -



A~~ROXIMATl liNl or 'ONTA'T 

• .. - ... -



a·r ::. -· 
NA HUSl,.. ._ • 

l l$ WAIII C ( 

• u ' 
, 

or 
,. . ,.. • 

• 
~ 

COit A L $ t. .. 0 .. r! ~~~ ... 
• tLII 

• 

nw~.1 MU QYUI ,.._, 

' 

' .• 

~UOI .. I&NO ... 
• 

_';*' .... t 
~~-.., .. 

' 

... 

WOOOC..MK I 

·~ 

• 4 ' 

~ -
.. ~ ..... _ .. _ 



r-• •lh ~ 

D!CLABSIFIID 
O&D ~''''• 0-&-71 

of l<:phal ouft&red havy cuualtiu !No Allied art.Uleq tir<l and air 

at.t&C£1. 

) , On 27 arc!> 20 P- 40•e ot tho U.th Air Force de•troyed the waN­

houoe area und banbed a brid • at Anyi . A total or 25' fi~hter bQnbolro 

and !1 ht•r• scored l:its on dumpe, 1net.allat1ons and "'""">'" at the Nanchana 

airdro< o and also attacked nearby vUla ee . Othor l'ir,~t~r b""'b~rs '•avUy 

da.~aced bridj;os at Kienchanl' and Puchi. Two Japanoso pl.u:es bocbed Klonow 

( cauaing incr dr.a:e . 

On the 29th, lS fi ht•r bco:bero and t1 'lt•ra caused cor.aidcrabl& 

""""...&&e to buUditts ll!ld raUroad )'&rda at ~aneh~tn~; . J&pe.'lese booo>b<ore 

raided Jtaoyao; ~U.ils are not &V!IUable . 

l. Australian troops operatin~ near the northeastern New Ouillea coaet 

on 29 ~aroh patrolled fro. Nan.apo to Ja Jam without contact . 

Sth A1r Force B-25'• s loc.bed and 111Ach1ro- :unned •~e:oy blvouace Md 

oupply dumps near \Yti'W'Ik, etartinll la~ • fires and destro?inl; llu1ldincs . 

A-20• 1 attacked shipping 1n t•.e aar:o aNa , d&M,.'"ing one luucr .>.'>d ott.er 

a:oall c~ and startin<; larie oU tiNa en uallal Ial&t>d. S..all.Pr •1 .. 1cna 

or All1ocl aircraft attacked other tar ·oto 1n ew Guinea and along the ~ .. 

Britain coast . 

Durin.• that day and the next, aovon Catalinaa ard t'IIO -21•'• 

b.., bed Woloai Iolard, 48o "'1les we t of Truk, at>U'tw a large tire in 

the airstrip ...., • . 

- .) -



- -I 

CE N TRA L PAC I FIC 

-· · <>c -· 

'P 0 ., 5!0 • .,_. 
·~""' ., .. ~. .. 

• Enl .. t to .. Atoll 
()1' 

UJeto.n-9 Atoll .. 

• P0ft91!oo lo. 

,Bi kCI Atoll 

Bikini A loU 
C 0'_ Jb'9"•..,. Ullri~ A toN 

., ~Atoll- ~ ,__. •Tok.o Atoll 

~otho Atoll Alht\ AtoUj 
4 ' • 

( U ld., AIOI~ Wptit AtR' 

Ulot Atoll ( ~ ·~~-~ '\ • w- "'-Moloelop AtoY 

"-· ~ltlo Atol Q.._.-
N eeu A loll \ I • $ 

d ( ... ,...._, 
. .. 6-

AUinglgpelpp AlP'! + Anlo Atoll 

J a!yll Alp!! ~ 

Knot• L 
. 'l~ t 

Nomorlk Atoll • 
• c•en •"" 

. N.-v l 

0 

"O.:..l 

Ma ki n I a. 

" 

Non•t a I \ ' 

TopitWM\,~ \ ~ 
OMtoo" 



( 

( 

fill db& 
nrcuanrriD 

~sn Lotter, o-s-?a 

t&"Y att.aeks on tr.e airdra.e at llollam11a wbe..., oa:e 100 planes ..,,.. c'•otr~d 

Ofl tl'e tround L"C &noth~r 10 (probabq 17) ohot dC1M i.n &@rial O""bllt . 

Sol.,ono-based heavy oQI'lbers att&ckod Tl"'llc, .W a.·in• en...ey inat&llA~io~ 

t111d dootroyine L9 enemy planM on t..,e runway. ln a running L$-Minuto 

battle with 90 intereepting planoa, our bombtrs scot dawn five to 20 or 

tla ec""'y for a loss of one o! their own uurnbor . 

2. On 2S llarch $6 Soul-~ Pac1f1c Qlbel'll and !l.j:hters att<ockod tho 

:labaul area, hitting a r1ll'!WIIJ' and atartlnc larco Nr"" in a supply aroa . 

!eland. o.r troops cont!.rn:e to patrol actively be;,'Oild the be&A:hl:ead . Tho 

known ene! dead since 8 llarch in tho Torokina area total 4,389. 

J , Dela.yad reports ot surface acttc in tho C•ntral Pacific Area 

atate tbat our c round forcea, anor "cppin. up AUinglapalap en 22 • arch, 

"'oved on to !:."bon where all but throe Jape ware lrillod or captured on tho 

24t after 11sin • a white na~ ruae . On tho latter do.J• our forces occupied 

llar>•J . 

4. Centr al Pacific alrcrLft chlofl¥ cooc®tratod t.J:eir o!!ort8 ~ainat 

J&luit .\tall or. 26 llarch, clroppl.M 18 to:IJs o! l>o::ba . llotje ns raU.ed by 

18 planea w'lich dropped fcur tors . All our plar.ea r.turned. 

Red Armies attacked acuthoast of Vitebek , east of Morllov, and at 

Kovel ~d aoczy durin<- JO ~·arch . Soviet units captured Cerna ut i ; northwut 

- u-





or t o t01m tl:q aavar.cocl to the Carp&tbio.n toot hills llrld south or tho 

t.o>m their clrive carriecl thea to tho upper Serot River . !he O.r-.an aal1ont 

oaot or KaMonots-PoclolaV. was roclucecl. 
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1 . IM-ir. t.~e nb~t or 27-28 Lareh, eoo-e 120 er.ny pl&ruooa cade 

acatt4rvd attacks ovor £nclAI'd1 chien,- ever t. • eouth....,~t9rn count toe 

w~ere t!:ey set fire to an .,.. 1t1o" du p . £1 't t (probably 11) """"Y 

planoe were shot down . 

2 . Tt.e 8th Air Force duiona w~ich attacked airfields at Reirle, 

lli,)Qn, C!Jartres, a:.d Chateeudun or. 26 ~Ch dropped 9)7 tor.s or ir.cM­

diaries and h~h explooiveo . TheM no no en-=:- op sition, ~he o!>lr 

two l>-17'• lost bain;; aO,ot down b;t antiaircraft •re. Escorting rtct.tera 

t~ e rrcund. Three P-Sl '• !ailed t o r t rn . Otber lllled minion• droprecl 

7S tono of bombo and Mchine- >unnod military objectivoa in tho Dieppe-

~~uen and Aboeville-Aniene ~aa . 

On 29 ~arch, l8S B-17'• attacked tarceLs at ~~owick , 6o others 

boobad eocondary objectiv•s, and 82 6-24•• hit tar~ets alonr to c·annol 

eoaat; all results •ere unob~erved. 

1. :.aecrted heavy boobor1 o! t.h@ Strate&ic JJ.r Foree rttac~ed rail­

road 7arC. at Varona a:.d eotre with a toW or 1,01.2 U>r:s o! e:xplolivu 

on 28 llarch; eood to excellent resul.to wort aehieved and 11 o! aora than 

lCC ,..y planes eneounterod wort dostrc~d i'or tile loss or six or our 

!lghtora. Tactical Air Foree medium boobero hit railroad bridle• at 

"-ru~il, Rivlano and Certaldo, and tho rail road junction at ~·ontepeeeali . 

- l -. - ..... 
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lliCLABSfFID 
6~D 1• •· &·8-78 

Li,;hl.cr alrcr&l't. att&c<ed a t.a.'llc taot.cry at TiYoU. gun JlQSitiou, •otor 

ve!licles &r.d lines of c.--.ml.oation in tho batUe areu, barocr l.r.atal­

lAtions at Caatl.;:lioncello, l.~d rauro .. d t:ridt··· noar Grosseto . That 

nJ.::ht hoavy and "'~dl"" boolbftro hit t.l>e I.!Uan railroad yards . 

2 . Thora was little 'rOIInd oot1v1ty in Italy durin!: the 2h-honr 

porlod endinJ at noon on 29 L'areh . ~ear Caso1no haavy ono•ry artUlery 

and mortar fire was oUenced by Allied artUl•ry. &leey snipers ..,,., 

active 1n .. e town; our art.Uler:- e .. a,;ed ene:ey- !.&n,;t;s near t"·.e Cor tine"''t&l. 

!ct.el . 

.&:..J.. " A~ \ 

;;:.- :-itisl:t forces in!li•t.e<l 2~ cu altieo on tno """"7 r.ear Len1lcot 

' ~ •o Cl11'> Hills on 27 ''arch. In the Cnindwin sector a strong en..,;y 

attack at Saneshak, 28 m'leo northo•ot of Imphal, resulted in hoavy casual-,/ 

ties to Sritiolt troops &>d caused eonoidoraole d&~au• to British artillery ,,!' 

Tho next da;r Japanese attacks near !Charas0111 woro repulsed. Chine .. troo]'l 

were at.t.ar::dn s-a,aduzup trCII' t"s eal't . 

l'llr,. roeket-earr:ring F-'•O'a bO!Obod and uellil:l!-.;u•noi buUd!nlla and 

t,.. 'P ooncutratior.a in tba S~_,nir.o area. Tho Mxt a.:- !our r -2$•s sc rod 

direct hits on rour b~UUines in tte barrac<o area at Vinb !en. 

1. In the Ad1111.rslt1es U< troopa ocoupie<l Loniu on Loa Neuros d'~rin~ 
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OlD 1· I • ~-S-71 

In :.to .te~rola!>e B01 area l.l.H•d patrols tree Yalau ,..,ported 

the o.rea ~o t~e Guabe !liver clear ot the enev. 

Twelve B-24•e of the Sth Air Force be bed toe Penfoei airdrome 

1 TL:-or .nd Australian Catuinao attack$d ~o nm..-a.y area.. at l)obo in 

2 . l).uo~ t!'e r.i(:ht or 26-27 'arcll. !1ve D-2)1 s aterted nU"rero~• 

tires in t.U l!a!>a:U. ant& . Tl:e uxt. c!q ra IJw 100 South Pod.!'1c plar.ea 

lx:rlhd t.ilo ·:ur.apope a.~cl Tol111 a..., eu!'P17 w~Uc::a wih tij!jl explo-

eivoa and incencii&ry txr.l:s, l~avin t•·• antae ablate . Mrial l'floto,.,.apha 

showed ~.acy bulldings de•t1'07ed . Intonoivo ant1a1rcra!t !ire """ enco·mtered 

by ~.teas miaeio s . Twanty-sev•• Navy plaua start.-d !ires at Ta'll\li Point 

wHn 18 tono of bQ>lba . Other US planes nttRcked supply and fUel du.·,ps 

on Bou~ainville and patrolled ov•r our Torokina beachhead. 

3. ~trll Paoll1c atrorsn dropped a total or 88 to"-• o! ~bs on 

Ponape . Jal'lit, Wotje, Taroa ar.d ~illo cl· rinc 26 and 27 !'arc'>. !n the 

ot ,...Jch nine (probably :2) were deetr:)'e4 Cor tile loaa c! one B-2S. 

FllOI'T 

Intense fighting continued at Kovol and Tarnopol during 29 Ya~hJ 

tno latt r city has beeo completely aurroundod ~ Soviet units !o r several 

days . Northwaa~ or c .. rnauti Rltd A:rrrrf troora Jl"Shod rorward ton .u •• to 

. ) -
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DZCLA881'J'tD 
0~~ I 6-S-?a 

Cll~ t.!ce L~•rnauti rall lir.e. ~· S •hts ero•sed t.lle Pr~th rort.~ or 

!'Urt.1er Sovtet ac!vanc•• were uda aoutheaet or llalti. Fr ... Salta, wt>icn 

w•a c•ptured, to ikolaov, ~d u •ta C'Dt1nued to pUsh southward as the 

a.,,.,. ana wtthdrP . 
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DIOLASSIFIII 1 
OSD Lottor, 6-8-71 

In the coUZ' •• o! 8th Air Force aiotiona againrt French airdro1111 

on 2? !.larch, forty-two (probably 4S) anGy plar»s nre shot down tor a 

loos of six bombers and 10 l'iehton. 

On 28 1.111 reb a total or .)80 oscar ted B-1? '• ""ra dispatched on 

eucceooM missions ageinat t.he airdromos at 1\einla, Dijon, Chartrea and 

Cha tea\odun. 

l. Durin& the ni~t or 2~7 "uch, T1 Allied pJ..anoa dro;>pe<l 1.)8 

tona of explosives on t.ho railroad yo,.,ta at V1conu with o!Jserved effect . 

'It>! followl.nr day •dius, li~t and fi(htor bombers attacked 

bridge• at Fano, Pog£1bona1, .\fllrsc1ano, Poruaia, and Crosseto, raiJod 

eupply dw:~ps, motor vehicles and t:Un amplac..,ents southeast of !lome, 

and attacked the Aquilo and R1m1n1 airl'iolds . Allied fi&htere now 

anti-#hi >ping patrols off tho Dalmatian cout destroyillf at least seven 

awl craft and clal!la&ing sevord ot.hare, attacked dock instellatioruo 

and &all surface crort at l'olloniea and Caat1,:Uoncollo, and .,.chine­

l'll''ed atora ,a depots, •nu:r b1vouaca andliOtor vob1cles soutll ot 

Dureuo. - lllditerr&nean Allied Air Forcu n .... l4ll aortiea durin& 

thla period; ene:11:r planes sdo 60 aortlu ovor central Italy and the 

battle area . 

2 . Activity on tho main Italian battle Uno and in the .lnzio area 

for tho 24- hour parl.od ending at noon on 28 Jl,lroh ns confined to 

- l -... ..... 



10 I) 

Q U L F ., 
" A f# U A 

.. ' 
itO 

a·r '" -· 
WANUS l, ~ 4 

(;ORA L SCA 

ItO 

• 

1111 , 1 tft08RtAHO 
1 " IS , •• WOOO_.L..Afll( I. 

·~ . 

• -<I • --
••• , .... .n ... _ 

• 



:.AS.IriD 
Oau Lttttr , 6-8-7• 

.-trol..lln& ard art.Ulery duelo , 

1 . TWo B-24 ' • bal;bed Lua1h1nr, Bay, northwest Sm:atra, on 25 

lllrch . On tho 26th Ulied tactical aircraft. bombed and tlll.chine-.,nned 

ene~ positions, installations, and cownunlcat1ono throu""out •·estern 

and northern BUma, also attacking river and rail traffie in central 

Burma . '!he next. day eieht 8-24 '1 hit eno~ dumps at KB.C~Jlne with 24 

tone or explosives . Uvbter Allied aircraft eontinued tt•oir op~~rationo 

of l.ha prenou.s day. 

2. On 26 )larch 141.11 Air rarca P-40'• aldp-boabed and sari< a 

-11 coaatal vessel and d.l.apd tour bo.r£U in tho SoUI.h Cnlna Sea . 

'!he followin& day 8- 25 ' e ~pera U ne near Vinh Yen in French Indo-<:nina 

clomaged a bridge , doatroyed a factory and boabed railroad yards and 

rolling stock . 

PACIFIC AND SOUT!fliEST PACiriC '!!JU'nlllS 

1. Ou.ring 2? l.iorch Jl. hoavy, aad.11111 and light boabers trora tho 

Soutlmost Pacific Area dro,1'8'1 74 tons of oxploshes on ene:q b1Youacs 

and auppl.J du:ops in the - araa; :>8 &-24• o and 8-:tS•s at. tacked ant.l ­

aircrart positione and fuel du:opo n•r !ian .. Bay witn 81. tons . At 

Ullran, five 8-24 ' s destroyed two bridges and atarted !ires. Fightar 

boabero raided supply 1n.stallat1ona in 1.1>1 U trolabe Bay aroa . TO 

the WIISt .lll8tral1an C&tallnas attacked Kaiaana, Dutch New Cuinee, start­

ina fires in the town and laav1na a rotrchant vessel afire in the harbor . 

- 2 -
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OSD L6 tte~. &-J-11 

2 . Ttotn~y-...., South Pac1 tic B-U.•e bolabecl PuluauJ< Island, aoutlmlrt 

ot TNk, on ~6 )larch , A 111n1on or 2.) B-2S•a hU the .,.,...,. ard diapersal 

ar.a at' \"UMicanau . Licht bo.olb<lr &!adona totallin& 5'/ planes at~clald 

the Kavieng airdrome, doatroy11<1 a heavy cun position and lett the 1'\Ullf&y 

un .. rvicuble ; seven S-25•a and 37 f1£)1tera carried out tilraosing raids 

1n the Rabaul area , other air 10iel1ona bombed a radar station on aaatarn 

Haw Br1 tain and heavily raided ""*lilY poo1t1ona on Bougainville . 

3. On 25 !larch 13 B-25°8 and 16 Marine t1£11tara !rca the Centrel 

Pacific attacked t.r.e ene~ 1natallat1ona on Ponape; one fll£11t or three 

I-2S•a ebot down !'our (proba bly five) of b intercopt1ng Japanese plan111 , 

Nrtaen B-25 1 s bollbed the runqy area on Mlloel.a;>. Other US planes hit 

tar~:ets on Jalui~, \Totje, end l.tille . 

Tho next day US planes raided Ponape and Pingel.ap . 

MS'!l:;R!l FRQ!IT 

1l•ore was fierce fithtl.ng w1 thout ohAnge in the Koval and Brody 

areas durl.ng 28 llarch . ::ortlmlat or Cerna uti Reel Anzy- units advanced 

20 allaa .,Ue northeaat of I&Mnet ... Podolak tba Oe,.., salient was 

furti'Ar ro<hlced . Frooa B&Hi to Parv...abk pr .. auro t.corard the aoutb 

resulted in abort &dVllnc.a , North of Vo•n10enak tbe So91ets crossed 

the llu& River, advancl.n( aoout 20 lliloc . Ill the extreJSO scuth !likol.aev 

was captured . 
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OSD L•ttor, 0-1-'-

Durin~ 26 llllrch 50) B-l7•s and B-2L ' • ucoTted b)· 25L !iLIItera 

fJ:"Oill tie 8t.h and 9th Air tOI"CII attacked 16 11UI along the PU dl C&l&il 

ccast; 1271 tons Wllre dropped onl aerial photographs J.ndl.cated t.hat 

txcellent or good resulte were obtained on the .ajority ot the targete . 

Five bombers were lost to ant1a1rcrMft fire; no eneey aircraft were 

oncounto rod by these J01aa1o111 . l.!edilll'l and l1 ")> t bo=bera dro ped 72) 

tona on the Ijl:ml.den port a Me roportin~ fair to GOod results; one boaber 

11 a1aa1ng . Escorted !'1gllter bosbort reported fair to tood resul ta 1n 

a eerles of d.ive boalnni attacka on JOiUtar-7 objectives in nortlweatlm 

France ; others attacked tl:e Jeauvail aoi Creil railrced yards with fair 

to ~ood results. 

'Jl.at ni,;ht Eosen ,.., attacked by 676 ?» planes nth )037 tons ot 

explosivo and incendiAry b<lmbs; two ene1111 aircraft '''"' destroyed aoi 

nine bo111bors are mso1ng . Additional bo:.bere dropped 519 tono ot hict> 

explosivtts on the Courtrai railroad yarde reporting good concentrations 

of bursts; all aircraft Nturnad . lloequito bombers continued their 

1\aro.oaing raids and feints . 

nc~~ters att.ciced an airdrolllo and air~lane factory at Tt>urs and airdrclal 

near Ul !!oehelle, l!ordeaux and Bl.arrlta; tlirther dotlils !avo not been 

ro po r\.ttd • 

- 1 -
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. oao L••••r. 6-S-?1 

l . On 26 !larch escort-.! t'S ho&vy b001bora dropped 67 t.ons on 

F1u:J<~ 1 47 tons on the Rimini railroaJ yaro., and 67 tons on tho llanio~:Q 

ai.rdro..,; five (probably ton) ontJey planu wore shot dawn . Tactical 

llr Foree medium bombers attacked tho Arezzo viaduct 'Nith excellent 

reaulta, and US fighter bOmbara aeored direct hits on a railroad br1dr.e 

nort.hweat of Sti:nigliano. P-401o att.ackod r.un poa1t1ons 1n tho A.nzio 

araa and a.~ 0Jil!!llli'I1Uon du"? et Fontana Uri; 2) A-20's horiSsod U'OOJ' 

concentreUons mar Velletr1 . Allied fi&ht.ar. patrolled the battle 

areao and ohot down t'WO ene::;y planes . Coaetal A.1r Force P-~' s bciOIOecl 

C&oti?lionceUo horoor and also ,.de a direct hit on the Cecina rail­

road bridf:8 . l)lrl.ng tho day n loot o,. B-17 and !our 1'1gilters . 

2 . Allied units at Anz1o repuleod small-scale en<!l:zy attacks 

dul'iJI& tho 24-hour period tndinv, at noon on 27 lo!arch . Near casa1no 

an tnllJIIY attack along the 'l'erello road was repulsed by artillery tire . 

Patroll1nr. and reg:roupine continuod elat'ohero along tho fronts . 

1 . llurini 24 larch Allied H~rht and ri&ht.ar b=.bers continu-.1 

their widespread aissiooe on .,.II¥ inetallationa in northern ard central 

llur:Daj J5 f.AF planes fio• of!onaivo .... p. 1n the );a£& Hills araa, 22 

divo-bOIDboro raided the Kalewa ard lf.,.,.lln areas, and 18 planes a~tacked 

eneey poai tions near llintha . '1110 next day 6.2 RAf 1'1giltors at teakod 

river craft 1n the l:aY\1-K&l.adan area and near Sitteung; other planoa 
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OSD Lotter, 6-1-71 

p&t.rollad the Chin Rilla-::a;a 1!1118 ar ... 

Six J&pamae planoa raided an airdraaB ·~ Cox•s Baur caualrc 

aome ouua1t1es; tba airstrip 1111 tolllporaril¥ out or service , llllad 

aircraft 1ntercap~ JS 11\1111,)' pla,.• about to land at tho t.nis&kan air-

!iald, shooting down seven ( probllbl.y nine), and destroying two on the 

ground; two P-JS•o are llisalnc . 

2 . llrlt1sh !orces 1n tba Arakan aector cleared the ent~~~:r !1'011 

() tba area 1! miles eoutlwast or !lgaq.dauk durin. 25 ll&rch. :!feet or 

the u~par Chindwin a Japonese force waa rapo~ 110villj; northrast ,.ar 

lthanj&n£. In the I!Uka>mg Valley a Chl .. aa !oroe captll>'ad an SlO"'' 

position three ..Ues north o! Shaduzup, wilier• 1a atlll be1ng held by 

the lftiiii,Y. t.S and Chlneso troops to the aut !orcad a crossing or a 

atream and advanced to within thrH mJ.los or the town. 

J , l4th Air Force 8-l!S•a attacked ahippine and harbor inot&llatlona 

at S&kli Bay on Hain&n Island during 26 !larch. Inco.,plete reports in:li-

() ca to that two lllldl um-•izad vesaela ••ra aunk and bol>b hl to acored on the 

fAW'lC M1l SOII'lh-n'ST PACil'IC m:A'Iti!S 

l . Our groulll !orcas in tha Adairaltiea ... ,.. engaged in 110pp1ng 

up operations durin11 26 ll&rch . on lllnu.o, our troopa , supported by A-l!O•o, 

captured etrong .,<lilY poaltloll.ll and raachold a point 800 yards aouth ... at 

or Roaaun . lllied p&trole on Hew Dr1 ta1n found mora than 100 enemy dead 

on tha t raile northwaet of La110&&1; in tha Talaaea area llllrine pa trola 

raachad San Ramo Plantation, 



• 
. LOS HEG~OS I , a "fi<?JSU!! 

M&NU $ L • 

!PMIRALTY ISLAND$ 
• , .. 

81S MUI:C K 

- t .ltROIUttAHO 
1 '* IS. ·, 

• 
CDifAl •c• .. . .. .. 110 rt o 





c 

Dt~LABSIFIII 1 
OeD Lotto~, D-1-~ 

.Ulled planes eonUnu.ed U>.e1r &~tacks on the or.e~ 1n.>tallat1ona 

in the - araa during tho day, )4 B-24 ' 1 and JS i!-25'• droppinc 174 

~ns or boms on tllel .nd ouppl.y ou_, atarti•v la,.e tints , and s1ltnc1nc 

, .. Ill' gun positions . other B-2S•• &~tacked alll.ppinr alonr the northeutom 

NI'W Guinea OQnst . .llllod light und Cigl\ter bombers destroyed buildings 

and bargoo at Aitepe, ••u:hino-uunned villareo in the Pondo Point ON& and 

&~tacked Japanese gun posl. tiona north OC Dlumoina and a C&r.lp on the 

BoE:IdJI..m road . 

2 . On 25 !larch lJO US planu !roll the South Paci!ic Area attacked 

targets in tho Ha.baul •~ atarti~ large 11r•s 1ond destroyine bu1ld1nga . 

A B-2S lll.t the radar station at A<tln r..y and :-achint-.,."WVled a aiailar 

installation on cape St. Ce~~ . Othn l1f1\t boalbera attacked the lrlei!Q' 

run•y at J(avieng . US fipt,tere ... chl.nl;,;unnod troop-laden trucks on tho 

ella~ coast o! No-. Ireland and attacked ~he W.bo River bridge and bivouac 

area in Bougainville . One or our bo.obera was lost and at1othor is miaeins. 

) . On 24 !larch 54 Central Paciric .lJ1IIY and liavy planes continued 

our bc.bing raids an ene~ inotallations at Ponape and 1n the V.rsblll 

blonds nth 29 tons o! ex;>loah ... 

WNJI PP.CJ;T 

'tho Sovist o!!enaiva lOUth or ~mopol during 27 llllrch carried Rid 

&1'111 Wlite to within four odlu or Cemauti, iioiiCl&ni& . Ge"""' troopo 

•• ,.. >oith.irowing !ran the l&lien ~ lOUth or l'roakurov 0 South or llogilov­

Podolsk , tho Soviets advanced northwest and ooutheast; smll gains nre 

- 4 -
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O&D ~\\or, 0-S-71 

aloo ll&de nat or PervOII&ialc. 'll>ere •• no chlnee ols.,..,.re on tho 

£ut.om Front. 

In order to coordinate policy on invasion publicity, the '1\llr 

Do part""" t 1 referr1njl; to a pl.&Med newe broadceot on 9 April by .t'1 ve 

correepondento in En?).and to describe invasion preparnions, in!omed 

Coneral Eisanhooer of the tollowinr eubJect.o 10!11ch by aereelOOnt are 

to bo avoided : 

l. Ho 1ndl.cet.1on, within wide ll.a1U, ot ti;;e , 

2. !i'o •ntion or r.ew or aecrot. weapons . 

J . llo indication or compoeit.ion or she or rorces . 

4 . No ~~tent.ion, othe r than ovorall Europe, of geography . 

- s -
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n.ring the night o! 24- 2S ll&rch, threo Arr;;y t -2L' s and one Na"7 

ll-)L attacked the Par&l!!Uhiro ar•a wit.!• ur.ob•orved results; ane B-34 

tailed to return. 

EUROP£Ail THEATER 

Durin& the n!sht ot 2L - 2S !.larch, 6LL RAF bombers dropped 2,571 tons 

ot incondi&ries and high exploaivoe on llerlin, •t&rtin& widespread tiroo; 

71. planes • .,... lost . s.all a1181one or 1/ooquitoes raided "-""bUl"l', ltiel 

and Duhburf and ba::'bed airfields in Hollane, Frar.ce and BelGiuo: . 

A tote! o! llS eneq a!rer&tt operated oftr SOiltheut :::.••land 

durin the night, the ujority f"'netratir.g to the London a.rea; brae 

tires wore st.art.od but soon controlled, !Uld some d&~"" cau•ed to public 

util1t1eo . Five (probably six) ene~y planes were shot dawn . 

The next day 146 escorted R-26' a dropped 264 tons ot b<Jnbo on tho 

lllraon railway center. BJ.ovon ~ooquHoeo b010bed military obJectives in 

tho D1eppe-Rauen area. 

liD-in; the nL•ht or 2f- 26 1/are~, 182 P.AF ba:bera dropped 1:90 t.ona 

ot b<aba on the Aulnoyo railroad 7arda. 'l'wenty- t•o !'.AF Lancutere 

attacked the I.y<m airpl&no entino worko and other l!ritish planes loid 

ainea otr tae French cout, f'rhian Iolande and Texol. !!osquitoes 

raided Berlin, Hanover, and the r•Urotd yerda at Hamm . 

IIEDIT"!RIWI!'.AN 

l. Dur 1'111 t he nl.ght or 24- 25 llarch Strategic Air Foree bombore 
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clrOI'I>ed 1117 tons o! exploehea on l.l o Sofia railroad yards thl'OII£!> 

~e&"T clouds . Tactical alreraft bcebed l!atelica,,oto~ vehicles at 

Al >a.no, &nd cc:.nm!cation !'acUities at. Castel Ra.i:ltondo. 

The next day 1;8 modi\110 b<lonboro attacked ~. har or at Leghorn 

and a raUroad bridj;o at Rienano . Additional Allied planes patrolled 

tho battle areas and attackod nn0111y cun poai tions o RAF plMoo in anti-

ohippino ll'l!eepo over ~e Aogoan Soa sank two Gall ahipo and dem"l!od 

several others . 

/ 2. !here was little activitr on t•e Italian f~Uidur~ ~. \ 
24-.,0\ll' period e.~diJl6 at nocn en 26 llarc.~ o / 
AS!ATIC Ti!!AT!R 

1 . On 2) !larch, Allied aircraft b<lonbed ble,a, the raUroad 

yud.s at Smrebo , and enemy pooitiona ...nd supply dumpo in nort~orn and 

woetam !luma. T!lat nir,ht heavy bombers doatroyod two (probably eevon) 

briclces and attacked railroad traffic in southern a.r.uoo l'edilll:l and 

heavy boolber misoions durine 2lllarch attac<od aupply instal at lone at 

l')'in;;air.·, ••t !iN to a ractof'l at Yo-U and bombed tho Shw•bo raUt'Oild 

rarca; 182 I.'S and British plano• attael<od one;v positions in t!1e l!uth1daun• 

&J"ea &rtd carried out ol'fena!ft sweftpa over nort..~e:n .and wer...ern eu-.....a . 

2 . Six B-24 ' a of the lL.th Air Fot"ee ecored n~e.rous hit a en a eotor 

pocl and !Uol dump near ~an •obih on 2) lolllrch . One B-2) attacl<•d )) roll­

road cara in northeaat. lndo..Chinn an~ dl!•troyed four buUclince at ThaM 

lloa o All our plane a retum•d . 
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080 L~!ter, ~-3-71 

1. US eavaley patrols on ll&nut 1n the A<biralties eirclM en"")' 

pol1tions nur lloosun fraa the uat and ,.st on 25 llarel\; on Loa N~groa 

our unita l\el~ a line two Milas woat of Pap1tala1 and occupied an eaot­

woat line 12 l'liles south of Lombrum Point . Our patrols occupied Amo 

and Ndrova Islands . 

On !low Britain ll\ied patrols returned !rca th" Oam'l&ta and 

L1ndenha!en areas whl.co !\ad bon.., found unoccupied. At !!'awe our units 

continu•d to reconnoiter tho trails to the north•ast. ln tl:e 'l'alaaea 

aru ll&r1ne u.'lits moved to lfu:tundo Plantat!on, the !Culu !'tivt>r area and 

Llnga Ltnaa; a patrol circled the WUla•JOO& P,n1nsulo without contaot . 

Australian P- 40 • a boP. bed and 1Mc~1no-gunned en...,. pooit !on• on 

ill rove laland dur1nf 2L J.!nch . Tile Mxt. day 5'th Air Force plM•s dropped 

207 tona of explosives on tho a1rt1el~, bivou11o Md supply .,..as at 1'1mrllk 

and Borarn; lB A-20's attacked tho bivouac area at 'lunabun . 

2. Air and naval unite oontlnuod elo•ft truppo..t o! our ":orck1na 

beachhead on 25 l.:arch . Since 9 llarch the known ODOIIIJ" dead 1n tl:ie area 

totala 2, 156. 

~tn.J tile ni.>ht o!' 2J-JL llarc.~ search plan..s bcabed !i..,..ta.'IAi and 

t~o K&vien- airfield and otarted a l&rea fire on Cbo1nettl. . The following 

day 2l B- 25• a bit tho revetoeant area and runway at Tobera . A total of 77 

Anly and tlavy b"'>bers attacked the airfield and ~ positions at Vunal<Mau 

and 37 !iglltera st-arted tire at Vunapope . In tl\o Torok1na area 69 1/avy 

bombe rs raidad enemy~ poa1t1ona and eupply points . 
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J . l!\f;hteon Central rac1f1c f-24'• dropped 1.!1t tons or bas's on 

barracka and oU st.ora'!e l.tlttalla•1ona at Wake hl.&nd on 2) )!arc.'l . A.rey, 

Navy and lolarL-1• plan~• attacked Wotje , Taroa, Ron;:elap, Jalutt, Ponape 

and An t Islands . The nel<t da,y 54 Arey and llavy planes contimted our 
-rftt 

bornbl.tl raids on ~ enemy inatallat1ono l.tl the Marshall Iolande with 

29 tons or explosives . 

The hed Amies scored new cal.tle aoutb and southwest of Tarnopol on 

26 ll&ret; a .-al! uer-..a.~ garrison l.tl the city haa been surrounded. South 

or Proalcuroy the Ge..an withdrawal continued and the SoYiets near Y.amenta-

Podolak are threatenl.tld to holatt the .-..!nl.tlg Ger=n troops l.tl the 

sAlient . l!ed forces have reached thl !'ruth on a SQ-.Ue front south or 

llogllov- Podolek . Tho Germans oontl.tlued to hold !likolaev dospi to stro"'l 

Soviet attecka . 
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The por~s on St. Lucia, Antill.,, havo been cloeed until opoc!al 

a1no aweeplng operations h&vo been completed followin& the explosion 

of on eneiJIY llline in the area on 2i. !:arch. 

I>Ul!OPW l '!!IE.\ 'IER 

During the night of 2)-21. lllrch lli.F aircraft dropped .)28 tons or 

h1&h explosives on the Lson railroad )'&rda, S6 tons on the I.Yon 110tor 

Detailed reports ot 8th Air !'orco aissions on the next day state 

thet 60 Strategic Air Forea r - 1711 dropped l)O tons ot baobs on 

Schweinturt with unobaervtcl rttulto, 162 B-l7•s caused heavy ciUI&CO 

in the city area or FrankfUrt with J82 tons, and li.8 B-U.'s hit vital 

installation• and caused many firtt in attacks at the St. D1z1er 

airfield with 46) tons ; )) B- 21. 11 dropped 95 tons on !laney, liOro then 

SOO US fijj>ters escorted Ulo above operttiona . '!bore ns a notable 

lack or enao:r reaction to thea~ atte•••, 1n oto1dl o\U' losses totalled 

three 9-17' • and f1Y8 fiil>ten (two bombers and two !1iJ>ters nrt loot 

1n coillaiono). 9th Air Force P-47'• dropped 18 tons o! general purpose 

bolabs on t.>,e Bernsy a1rt1old . 

1 . On 22 !.larch a roconnainanco 1n !orco by .Ulled c.,.,.nlo an! 

Partiean troops aeattoracl tho entiiiY aarrioon on Hvar; 100 OermLne and 

Italiano •ere captured, '!he •-ndos evacuated the island the followina 
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nit:ht, leaving the P&rtiaana to 110p up an:r r.aining resiatanee . 

Allied eaal&lties were ,.£11c1blo . 

2 . '!he Italian front woa .:-nerally quiet during the 24-hour 

porrlod ending at noon on 2S \larch oxoept at cassino wbere Ootll& Allied 

fot"ll1lrd units withdrew to moro favorable positions; an 1nLonoe 

counterbattery program supported thie movement . Allied tanks are 

operating in tbe tawn aroa . 

1he result o! a raid b:r oiC)It enOII)' pllmes on the harbor of 

An:io •• not reported; two (probably three) Ge....., planes wore shot 

down by anti&ircrs!'t tl.re . 

J . Allied fllera reported a good concentration of burota when 

49 planes dropped 78 tona of bo111be on the rail yards, a repair ahop 

and a -.arehouse at Padua during tho nirllt of 2J....:U. lol!lrch . Stratecic 

mieeions the followint day pounded the yards and railroad bridges at 

R1.mini and near Ancona with )JS tona . One 0~4 fom>tion oncountered 

25 to JO 81'18"1!' fighters ""ich attacked a~crassi vely, usin, rockets; 

ten (probably 11) Ger:!I&D planes nre d .. troyed tor a loss of n ... 

~J.•s . 'lbree other hsa<riea were lcat because o! accidenus . 

Uodl.""' combers or tho ~ct1cal Air Force at tadced suppl:r and 

biYOuac areas oorthnn ot Caulno, ~hipping and docks at Leghorn and 

rail !acilltiea at Orvioto, Sulaona and !"'no. our ll&ht and tighter 

bolllbors struck at gun position• and troop concentrations 1n tho C&oaino 

area, eneey communications in central Italy, and ehippinG oft tho 

DalAl& t1an and weotarn Italian coasts . Allied tactical aircraft 

-2-
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doatro:t..s t.en ana-.:; airc,...!t !or LM lou o! tl!raa ?--'.7'• · In aU 

tho lloldlt.erranean Allied Air Forcoa new 1,~1 aorUes . Approxillatc1y 

75 etlG:'G' aircraft nre acUve over 1!10 baLUo •~as during the dayU~:t.t 

hours . 

1 . Delayed a""""'rl•• tor 20, 21 and 22 IJMrch report continued 

attacl:s b;• .Ulled tactical airc,...tt ~n o~ supply inatallaUons in 

nort . .'lCrn Jur ... and tho !:a ro .. in£ Of J&r-&nOIO poaitiono along the 

••nrol O&~tle!'ronto . Durin. tho nil:lJt or 21~ l:arcb four 3-2"'" 

at.erted ~ires in the <Ius;> arou at Frome a.~d tho .!'ol:owitP nitht ~;raiab 

2 . :Jy 23 !.:arch road ,.chinucy 11u •orkin · on tho LOde P.oad 28 

n:Ues past Shinebwiyanc. Orod1ng was completeJ through Shi.ngbwiyanc 

and tor Iive and one-half miles buyond; tho road was paved ~2 miles . 

RAinfall durin& tho r ast weok was ••• ·l1c1ble . Heavy truck convoys n011 

operate as !ar a.s llai.orlcwan with jtc;> convoya :... IJld !'rCII \'llllaw:>un~ . 

J . On 21. !:arch l!rl~ish troops wccuaMly attacl<ed the •""•.Y 
units ""ic.'l had in!iltrateoJ to wiU in fin miles o! J:llun<ds.• in tho 

Arolcar. oector, causln.: thoa to witbJraw !loO o.lles southward . In tho 

Kaba" Valley Britioh forces evacuated tho londinv. atrlp oear ,...,.,. 

Chinese units advancins oouth•l\l in tloo Hulc&wn& Valley tCJ'ltaetod a 

Jap41neee terce of unreported stronr.th nino Cllloo south o! Tasu Bllr.l . 
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PJ.CIHC AND S01J'tl'1ll'rS'!' PAC!FtC 11:UmlS 

1 . ll\lring 24 Ulreh US cavalry units on Los !Iegros .. int.ainod 

contact with tho Ja;>anesa Coree eurroundecl on the hig)l ground ho 

miles southwest or Papitalei !Jiaelon. OUr cavalry troops on l!.&nua 

advanc&d south o£ Lorengau to "ithin 100 yards of Roaaun, •·here they 

onoountsred eno"'Y posit1 ona prepared in depth; pntrols fro:n Loren •au 

reached Draa and Orano . 

Allied mval craft, ehollin& Pit;yUu Island, dutro;yod houses, 

a l"uel du:.p, three leuncnea and an antiaircraft ,><>sition . A l"uel 

cillllp on IIUssau 1I'U abo dutrOJeC! . 

Incle:>ent weather precludod ajor air op&rations . A n1£t>t 

!3-<4 scored a direct hit on a llinoS11'0opnr 100 miles north of 't'lb'll&l< . 

2 . In orronsive l:liasiona during 2) !:arch, seven south Pao1!ic 

B-24' • bombed Kahlll, 24 D-2S •a started fires at Buka, and 15 B-'4 ' • 

destroyed buildinrs in ~~• !lllppl;y area at fiataval . Other aircraft 

bar'Used R&bouJ., ra14od Karav1a fia:Y and tarpts in the Shortlends, and 

hit one~~)' gun positions outside our pnrilllot.ar defense at '!l>roltina • 

.). ()l 21. l!.&rch a da:.er::~il>ed Japanese a~tacl< on tho north,..at.am 

Motor of the Toroldna b<lachhoad •• repulaed t.ftor it had forced a 

allmt m-.akthrough; an aattratod .lOO Japnnasa dead ware raportod 

insWo our llDes . .Ul our poeitiona ...,,.. coapletel;y restored . 

1.. Control Pacific aircraft d1'0ppod six tone or bombs on ~·otjo, 

oieht tona on '!l<roa, and seven toruo on ~idj Jurinc 22 J.llrch . Aney 

and liav;y planes, re&l'lllins at J.:ajuro, a~tacl<od llille twice . 





n~LAasrriD ·1 
oan Lottor, 6-1-1-

'the Red armies conUnued tht1r drive in the south durl.q 25 

Ulrch, rogUtortng illlport.an~ plna aouth alii aoutheast of 'l'*rnopol, 

c.pturing Proakurov, clearinc the Proakurov-Zhmorinka rail line and 

drl.ving to >d.thin ten lllllta or ~he Pruth Rivor aouth...,st of Jlogilov­

Podolsk . Soviet un1 ta continued ~o close in on liikolaev . 
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Tho ar Depart.Mnt haa adn,.d Ill theatara o! tbe critical 

ehort.age or pape.r and ble asked !or eetiatea o! the tonnap o! ••to 

paper that can be returned to thi.l country , 

I!UROPMN '!HMTER 

During the night ot 22-23 )larch, 736 R.U' bolllbors dropped exploeiv .. 

and incendiaries on FrankfUrt with £00d reeulte . Tbe bolll>e included 

1B !our-tonners and 448 two--tomera , Thirt,-.!our boi>bers wore lost . 

Other RAF planes tle• harassin& lli10ions OY&r tho Continent aDd laid 

llinea in J(iel harbor and in other -~ waters . Tnnt;y ene"'' aircraft 

croesed the f.n&lish coast but only !our reached the LOndon area where 

ao• damage was cauaed. 

Final claims tor our hoovy bolllbar onissions against Brunaw1ck1 J.lllnotor 

and Hamm on 23 )larch are 61 (probBbly 74) on~ planes destroyed !or a 

loss ot 28 heavy bombers and four tl.il>ters . 9th Air Force medium bombero 

attacked the Crail reilroad yards with 381 tone o! bolllbs , tho Bea~~~:~ont-lo­

Rocor al.rdrom with 54 tona, aDd tho Beauvaio-Tille airdro"" w1 th l4 tone. 

001 hundred !orty-six other B-26 11 bombed tho Baine S•. Paul railroad ,arda 

with 270 tons without encount.o, claiu or losses . 

8th .Ur Force ..Usiono totallinc 4SS bo:abors and 599 !ightara wore 

airborne dlrl.q; tbe a om in& o! 24 Karch . Schqinlllrt and Franklllrt qro 

bombed with unobserved roaul tal sood rooulto wore obtained ot ,.,cy al.rdroM. 

Several unreported alternote torsota ... ,.. alao attacked . 

- l-
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/ 
1 . Solta, ort the !lol.Joatlan ooaat, wu raided on 19 ll&rc!l 1:r7 a 

cor...ando force of Britiah and A."torlcl\1! troops, 511pported r,..,. the air. 

Troops landed durin• ~•• preced~ nt,ht and a~tacked the 3e~n ear"ison 

in the town of Grohote the next l!IOmtn !1 tol,<min, an aeri&l homb.'lrinftnt . 

Ot tho entire island ~arriacn or 106, one o!ficer and 97 m•n nre tllkon 

prisoner• and the remainder killed. One Alol•rican was killAd . On n arch 

oJlCthtr force revisUed tno ioland an have ecattered the new •nrrisonu, / 
I -iAI'jl : 1k l).f. '?AI~ l),.i,, ..... , ....... "'""'"'' ,.,'\., ............. 

t.l11-.:•o J,cAJ.I,,,.j fl-..,. ~ U•TI ' l ' K« . 
2. IA1r1ng then<"· • or 22- ?) I rc , 90 lll'"d he~vy b<>"l•rs drot>!>od 

161 tcna or ba::oa on toe railroad ;ynrJa •t ?a~. J:cre the.., ton eneoy 

plan•• bombed !tcaiu (71• lolar.d) causing s""e <!&->age and casualties . Tho 

next. day low clouds !U1d ict"' condUion• pr..v,.ntod attAcks by our stroto-1' 

aircraft . Tactical Air Force mis•tons included the bom~ing or tho railroad 

yards at Florence by 72 B- 26•s and the dea~ruction of both approaches to the 

Pontaoaieve railroad bridie by 2b B-25'• · Fighter aircraft attacked gun 

positions near Casoino and "aporia a.nd tlew offensive mis~ione over Yur.oalavia 

and tho Adrutic coast . 1/o ~n<!Oiy air act1vity was observed. Our pl>U1os 

fln SO) aort.ioe and deStJ'07ed two ono:v aircra.!'t. cr. the grourd; ..,., 

Spitfirt failed to return. 

) • The A."lzio area was •eneralJT qui~t. duriru; 24 llareh ; A.l 1 iod 

art Ulery destroyed aeVl!n "'"'"IY tanl<s . Fif;hting alon~ the ...,.1.., ItAlian 

battle line centered around Caoaino •here continuod heavy Gooman resistance 

wao encountered. A.llied troopo in the Adriatic sector carried out aetiv~ 

patrolling; late in tho afternoon there wao a docided increau in enlllQY 
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art.Wery activity near t.l'.at coaat., wh!.la there wu eYidenco ot othor 

1ncroas1ni "'"'"'J' activl t·· . Thora waa no chatli:e on the X Corpa !ront. 

ASU':'IC Tlr::A'IER 

During 22 Yarch Dritieh an~ US planes !lew 301 o!fen•ive aortioa 

over ~a, attackin~ en~ troope ~d installations alon' the fronts ,and 

atora ·a areas near Vyitk,yw, K.al:laing and llo.;a:mg . The next d.a_y PJJ" plano a 

destroyed onem;r river craft and attacked I!W'I positions 1n the Aruan 

eoctor. Four All18d ftircra ~ hit tho •n.,y-hel:l !iold at To..,, dutr• 7in8 

three grounded 'il.rricOMs ..-.tch had landei t.wre tho previoua cia~· d\la to 

bad •oat.'tor . Twelve ~"S P- Sl'a bcoll;a~ Naba JwlcUon start.in;; firee . 

lS and Chin••• fo!'C•• drivin tl'OIII t!,. •ut occupied Sha..,•up dur1ng 

23 ¥arch . Other C~ineee untta u!.nta!.ned contact nth the """""7 !our 

.. uos north of tho tmm, and a ro1n'orced US battalion cut tho uin road 

12 miles to the south . JaJ>Ilnoeo troopa forced the 01'1 tish to n thdrnw 

we t troro Sangj1ng and enftllll' p:ltrole op•ratad 15 miles soutmmst ot 11k'trul . 

In tho Arakan sector an ostl.utad 200 Jap.noeo were reported to have 

infiltrated nort!:ward to an noa fivo dleo sout.haast of 'aun daw. 

/ DatUe casualties !or tho llu""" t.'loatar or operations for tl:e peri 

19 Doeaber 19l3 to 29 Febr••l7 l9LL (oxeluoivo or Air rorce) : 

Brieia!l XV Corps (Ar&Y.nn Area) 

~ lfo'J.nded Wi•sin~ ~ 

Briti$11 286 582 1S2 1,020 
Indian Troop• (Includ'ng 

Gur khae & lfost Airiean) ..121.. l , S39 52~ 2,416 

Total 641 2,121 676 J , h38 
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!)tau. as 11 Ill 

taD Leltar, o-S-11 
K1l eel Wounded lliosing ~ 

British IV Corps (C!Un 1!1111) 
British 
lzl(lian ( Iocl u.un, 0\J rich& a 

!. ll'eet Atl"ican) 
Totll 

Allied Forces (llorth Dunoa 
!lukawng 'IIlley) 

Chin~se 

American 
To til 

Orand Totll 

2) 
71. 

91 

772 
19 

m-
l, S29 

101. 
JS7 

liOl 

776 
4 

7&l 

J, J62 

) 
lh 

rr 

1, $82 
2S 

r;&rr 

It 1o estia&ted that 11,31) Japan~•• w•re kil_ed and wounded 

the period; 62 prisoners or war ,... .. eaptured. 

.;,620 

~ry 

Durin~ 23 llarch Allied patrola operated west of Saidor u tar as 

Bo;:adjin Plantation without conteet . 

In the Admiralties, ena:ey reeiata.nco continua:d near Rossun; on Loa 

He~ros the remeininq Japaneoe units wore completely eurrounded . Allied 

patrols landed on Ral!lbutyo and Ndrowa. 'irty ll-24' t and B-2S' • dropped 

17) tons or bQIIbS on ODO!IIY instlllationa at Ilana& ~. Alexiohaf•n and 

clullp and bivouac areae at Docua an4 Kairiru were hit by 30 B-2)' a with JS 

tone or explosives . lloconnaisoance B-2l.'e ll<tJ\k a s::l&ll ...,-go vess•l in 

l!roken Water ea.y. 

South PacL"l.c air aiaoiona dllrln;: 22 llarc~ included attecka by 

ten B-21. 1 s on Tobera, 23 B- 25 's on Lal<unai,.nd 70 l~ht bclotbers on 

V\IMJ<anau . A totll of 92 l~ht and £i•ht@r b<lmber sorties were fiown 

a~ainot enemy gun positions outaido our Torokina perimeter and a~ainst 
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enea.y oupply and b1Ycuae arou near tile Lanaa and lle1n1 Rl.v•r• . 

F.ASTE!'tli FI!OilT 

Red Arlrsy troops continued to pueh forward in the sou them sector 

during 24 llareh, regieterin~ RAina near Tarnopol and 1 ogilov- l'odolek, 

capturina Voznesensk and aatabliahin' a bridgehead west of the aJg River 

to the north of that city. Soviet units cloain· in on Nikolaev from 

three aides ware maldn~ t•oir atrOnJ!tst •ffort trOll the north . In the 

Crl..ea Red forces atteckad at the Sivuh ero .. ines and et KIOJ'Ch . 
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OlD L4tter, &-8-TI 

1. During the nicht ot 21-:l2 1/Arch Allied coest.al batteries shelled 

an •ne"'Y convoy leaving Boulogne. Arter several probable hits tho convo:r 

put in at Calais . 'n1e oneii1Y replied b;y shelling the Dover area, cauaini 

aome property damage . 

2 . Heavy bombers ot the 8th llr Force attacked Brunswick, IIUnater, 

the railroed )"lrd.s at !lam, and airdrocea at llerl, Bandort and AchMr, on 

2J J.larch. Of 798 i>o:sbors and an equal numbar or fighters dispetched, 27 

baa 'f)' boabors and six fighters are al.uin&. Ttlent:r one:o,y planes were 

destroyed b;y our !'ighters . 

1. On 22 llarch, 199 B-17•s and D-24'• eaoorted by 151 fighters 

dropped 542 tons of bombs on tho min raUrosd yards at Ver ona, Bologna 

and IUJII1n1; 15 to 20 I'*'IY planea were encountered over Verona , two ot 

which ""re deotroye..t . From those lliasiona five 8-17•• faUed to retum. 

Tactical al.ssiono baobed the Poro:ibonai ra1lroed brid~:e and the viaduct 

weat ot Areno, attacked Popoli, dropped food to our ground unite 

operatini in Cassino, attacked an~ cun positions, and ne .. ot!anaive 

aiuions along the OO.tian C<)&at . Approxi.,..tol.y 6o ene"')' aort1oa 

were flown of which 50 were over t he C&uino area . Six planes wore 

deatro;yed by our Tactical Air Force without loaa . 

- 1-
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2 . l t the beachhead, an ._y raid aoutJnrest or carroceto on 2) 

!llllrch was repulsed. .llllod troopo ,..re wing sl01r progreso in Cuaino 

'llhooro very severe fighting •• t.alcing place; liew Ze&.l.and forces renend 

attacka against the ~rmllll atrona po1nta on the western side or tho to1rn , 

'nle enemy auetainod casualties in an unauccesafuJ. attack in tho town area . 

Patrolling acti v1 ty na reported in tlto Adria tic sector. 

l. On 20 ~rch, P-40•• oporat.inc in t.he Hon Gay area doatro~d a 

barp and a smll vusel, <!&aged a bridp, aDd. sot fire to bulld1ncs . 

'nlat night .llllod B-24•• attacked the llartaban-!l~in area, atartinc 

acattared fires . '!be follorlnl day oacortod B-25'• destroyed tho high~ 

bridie an:! beavUy d8J!IIged the ra1l•y bridge at lieu. At IIOJ17'0, P-)S•a 

sot oil d....,s a tiro an:! dama£0<1 ton river craft . Allied fiilt>toro 

operating nl.ong the Irrawaddy bot!l8en Promo and Chaulc damaged five 

factories and 1?2 small boats in addition to destroying a train. Suppllll 

1 nro dropped to our troops in Burma by SO AlliBd light bollbers , . 
2 , B-25'• of tho ll,tlt Air Force attacked roll installations and 

oqu1-nt in French I.od.o-<:hina durin& 22 llarch. .u Phu Dien Chau a 

loc...,tivo •• deatroyod and a reilroad bridp and station and • .,.. 

freight care damlged . Continuinc their llliuion tho planes ci&macod tho 

railroad bridge at Ha '!'Mlng, daatroyed a locomotive at Dona Cltao and 

hit three rivor ataamore and doatroyod a locomotive at Nam Dinh . 

'lba noxt day two B-25' s bombod tha roil road ~rds and doatro~d rolll.na 
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) , In Bu.- Allied and Japa ""oe to.-rcl un1 t# in the .lr&l<an 

ooct.or continued to clash in the tumel areao and near BUthid.a11ng 

during 22 Llarch . Strong Br1tilh patrols reached tho jllnction of the 

Pi and Kaladan Rivers . l.llitd troope in tbe Chin Hills continued to 

move northward , their rear ~rda carrying out demolitions . Eneli\Y 

columns driving nstwarcl froa the Cbindw:l.n reached Ukhrlll. and wero 

approaching Khanjang. In the Hul<awng Valley, ""'r1een Ranger unite 

adYaneed to tbo ll&npin area . Chineaa troops 1n this region advanced 

to Tinglunlca"Dg. !lear Swoprab1111 Allied troops continued to att#ek the 

Japanese forces 1<1 tbdra'Ki!li to the oouth , 

PACifiC A.'ID s:JU'!IIW!iST PACIFIC llff.l.'!!iRS 

l. OUr troopS operating in the Admiralties mot stiffened rooutance 

ooutb of Ross11n during 22 ll&reh . An In""')' counterattack south ot LCXllbrw:l 

Point wao ropulsed l enoey pockets of rooiatance in the area were being 

cleared. OUr ground forces, in thia area, were oupported by deotroyer 

tire during the day. 

In lift OoWioa, Australian and US patrols wore active in the 

ltaliko area. 

llrtiol d and antiaircraft 1natallationo ,.,.,. llll'Ak ftre attacked 

dllring the day by)) B-2411 with 261 halt-ton bo1:1bs. In antJ.-ehipp111i 

"''""P' between ll'eliBk and .litape B-2~ 1 o, A-2011 and P- 40 ' • sank 24 1111&11 

tnaoo,y f r oiiiJltors, luggera and bargoa and probably d .. t r oyed an additional 

ei&ht barges . 'l'haoe planoa alao bo•bad and .. chino-gunned supply du.atpa, 
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bhou&cs, and b..Udil1&a at Ut.apo . 

2. South pacific aircraft con~inwd aaaault.a on ene,.y installaUona 

near Rabaul during 21 ll&rch , H •diwa ard tl&hter- bombers hHting the 

runway and ravetmon~ areas at Llkunai and 77 B- 24 ' • ard Navy bombers 

attacking silllilar target• at V\11\&kanau . Antiaircraft fire was heavy 

an:l accurate . Other plana• raided targets at Jl\l!llll Numa and llonoitu 

lliuion and hit «>eey oampa ard poaitiona noar TOrokina . OW' dootroyors 

thtlled on"''' posit.ions near tho baachhaad . 

'l!le occupation of !la1rau Ioland was oo~~plet.ed by 21 lllrch. 

Stronc Soviet attacks wwre ronowwd apinst Vitebsk during 2J llarch . 

In the ~rnopol-Proskurov area RAG Af'flll/ troops cut the remaining ene"'Y 

railroad feeding the German salion~ between Tatnopol and Jlogilov-Podolsk . 

South of t:ogilov- Podolek the Soviets advanced to within 18 miles of the 

Pruth River. lest of Pervom&isk, Red Anoy units advanced to within eight 

miles or the railroad to that to11n . 'lhero was no substantial chanso at 

ll1kolaev . 

- 4-... 
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Tho let dattalion of tho Caribbean P.es~ont, a British organiution 

now being activated, wUl be oto!•d at Fort Euotis, Vir!;inta, clurinlt 

April prior to ita departure for tho Harth African Theater . 

EUROP!WI THEATER 

1. In a ..,.op over Franco on 2l W arch, P-51' a deatroyed 21 onii'Oy 

plano a in tho air ar.d on the ground lor a loss of seven P-Sl' s . Thirt.y­

oicht !lAF plan"s on o!!anaive j>&trolo onr France an<! Holland de•troyod 

oilt aore •~";}' plan<!s . 

2 . About 100 enOIIIY aircr&!t attacked avutheast England or. tho 

nij':ht o! 21-22 ll10reh chien.Y with incondiariea; 41 London boroush• 

reported dor,aee . tho brunt boine bomo by the dock area. De.~.a~e waa 

not aerioua . A direct hit on Paddin•ton Station caused soMe disruption 

or service . Ei£ht (probably 10) one"'Y planee were shot down by Allied 

nicht t1-hters. RL'' l.!osquitou countered with attacks on Golorne, Aachen 

and Oberhaus en. 

J . Seven hundred !ort)'-HYen I'S h•a"l' bcro~ro escorted by OlJ 

fl.&htora were dispatched on 22 h.reb to att.ack airer&!t ass•bly • ..,_ 

ponoote and engine plants in tho Borlin area. Prellm1na>y reports et.ato 

tM.t clcoud conditions forced the greater part or the planes to boolb tho 

city itaol!; one on~ plano wae shtt down !or a loss of lJ bomboro and 

lJ !iJ:htera. 

- 1 -
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l. The llOo sorties ncnm Ill' llodit.erranean Allied .ur Force planoo 

during 21 llarch included redi""' boolber etrikos on viaducts at Areno and 

Buoine and railroad brid&ee at Poggibons1 and Coc1na. Fighter boorbore 

attaekod railroad bridge• and on~ transportation near Ra.e and gun 

positions in the Anzio area . Allied Iichter aircraft haraasod en~r:~Y 

ehipptnc off the eastern Italian and Yugoelavian coasts, dara~ed radar 

installations on Corfu, "aehina-gunned tactorioa at llontalto eli Castro 

and destroyed a bri<fc..., at Tarquinia . 

2 . ilard house- to-!touso fit;.~ tin' cor.tinuod in cassino en 22 l!arc!l, 

attacks by both sides in that area being unsuccessful . .Allied troops 

strengthened their positions with the use or wire and mines . El.aewhare 

patrols reported IContenero and Altadena clear of the ene:ry. 

ASIATIC TIIKATER 

1. On 18 llarcb, lS escorted on~ bollbora attacked Broo~, 

cleotro)'inf; all radio and ra<lar oquipHnt . 

In previoualy unreported air aie.tono tor 19 llarch, Allied air-

craft n .. ut.ensiYe aiosiona 01tainat o· ov installations and c.-uni-

caUono in northern &nta . On tho ! ollowinc de,y, Allied planes supported Praund 

olaenta in northern and weatern Bun:& and continued their attacks apinat 

railroads , •otor c:onvoye , and. river •hipping 1n northern, eentral, and 

natern Burma . 

• 2 -



' v L r 
OF 

p A p U A 

''l·~·~==~~~~~~~==~"w·-. .. ~··· 
lrUliS 

b.2l!.fHO.AJL LOS HEORO~ 

<l . ;l~sn<m 
WA NU$ l~ <f 

81S MARG K ARCH IP ELA GO 

• 

COlt At $ t. 

.bftOBRIANO 
7 IS • • 

' 

• 41 0 ·-



t 
() 

" 

,,,. - - •••• .4PIIIIt0X UUT( I. IN( 0' GONUGT 
j 

, It I M If 



DE~LAUrJIIB 
osn ._,, ••. D-a-7a 

2 . In tl:e lluita""fl Valley, Ar>erican Ranauo, nidrc a wide en•elop­

,..nt to tte east or Shaduxap, reached TalA 0& en 2J llareh . ~par.••• 

torcee in the llot"alin erea reached a point )0 •ilea west of t.'le Chindwin 

River; the Britiah have ~oved troapa by air to ~phal to meet thia advance . 

,3 . According to a delayed report, three B-2$•• b<l"1bed and l">ochine-

gunned the shipyard& at Vinh, Frerch Indo-Cn1ta, or. 17 !.!arch, cauaine 

two l.&rge fires and hitting tlwee l>cata Ll"ldfor c .,struction ar.d work ohopa 

() w1th eennon !ire. 

0 

On 21 !larch two 6-21. 1a atl.eeked and destroyed a ~panese fcw--

en.cined tl;rU:r boat 1n Forccaa Strait. 

l . 'i'he total otrenj>t! or the Ch1naoe f~rcea which are at P.a.- arh, 

and o~ratinr in northern Buno-.a waa $7 ,162 on 1S !larch. 

PACIFIC ~ 0 SOUTlnrEST PACIFIC THLATF~ 

l . In the Aaniraltiea, our uni to encountered scattered en.,.y ruhtance 

during 21 llarcb . US patrols occupied a a::all jo1ard off Lorengau . A 

B-2u n.aa landed on tno •trip at llo- ote , which io new usable tor all typee 

ot aircra.ft . 

Allied destroyer• s!»lled eneq poaitions on ''anus and Los 

ller.roo Iolande . 

During t•e nl.fht or 20-21 Jtarcn pet rollin• B- 2b I. ll&t!k a 

deatroyer and two rall veaael• ott Tadji. The next day Australian b""b-

era otl.eckad eneey 1netallationa near Jacquinot Bay with excellent 

reaultoJ Sth Air Foree m1oo1ono pounded en~ inatal1ationa near Wewak, 

- J-
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heavily att.ackir.: a lo&roe .epalr d<!pct, aupply <hnpa, vill-rea and barzeo 

wil.h 16o tor_. ot bombs . 

2. On 20 \lar<:h, Central Paci!io aircrort again hit Taroa, 11'ctje, 

l::rlidj, and llille, encounterinv ttnerall,y meager antiaircrart !Ire. 

EASTER:; FRONT 

Soviet forces attacked north and eouth o! !Covel during 22 ~arch . 

C In the Tarnopcl area P.ed tank unite renOWid their stron• attac;·s to the 

weet. The r ailroad troa Jtiev to t.l".o 1)-.eetr north of llogilOY- J'Ildolak 

was cleared by tho Sovieta . 1he O.n:u.a have withdrawn across the Sue 

witb tho exception o! units holdin" the VoU!osensk and Hikolaev areas . 

A Soviet attempt to land 1n the Crimea via tho Sivaah cr ossl.nrs !ailed; 

at Kerch ~all Red penetrations rr~ the north were reported . 
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1 . On the night o! 19-20 !larch, !iV en.ey planes were reported over 

Eneland; seven (probably nine) or theee rat.U.rs were destroyed for a 

1oes or one ~oequito . RAF ~ircrart flew aen-mini.n" and harassing mieaions 

in ene~·hold territo"Y. 

2 . Un!avoreble weather per-itt~d only Ll b""'bers o! the 8th Air 

Foree to attack their prinar.r tar ·et at Frank!Urt during 20 ''ArCh . So o 

9'J ottore attae«ed tar eta or opp<>rtunity at l'anr.heU., Bin;;en, and else­

where . 'll'o shot down •• ...,, er011)' n.htera w1 th 1.1-e loes of s""n h•aV)' 

bor:bere and e~bt fighters . ~. s"'"' dli,Y 124 B-26• s attaJ:k•d t."e yarda 

and cut t!Je CheJtin de Fer du tlord at CreU. 

J , Approxinatoly W shells were fired ir.to tho Dover areo durinB 

the ni ht ot 20-21 Ltarch . Five ehelle landed 1n the town proper, d.eno.agins 

many housee and cauainr a failure of the e1ectr1ci~ dietributin& station 

( tor a ehort period. 

Twenty RAF heavy bo""ers attaeked the Angoule:oe explosives 11'0rke; 

21 Woequi~s auccoasrully cc~eted nuisance ra!ds o.er G~any . 

4. i'r'eli.-inary reports !or til<! follow in& day indicue that s""" 60 

US heavy ~a.bers att..c<ed silita"Y obJect1Yea in the Pas de Cala1a ~• 

through an overcast. 

YflliTollllAJiEIJI 

1 . Alliad heavy airora.rt dropped 84 tone o! bof"bs and 1neend1ariea 

on the eh1p buildl.np shops, warehouees and ai.rcratt wor'<a at and near th• 

- 1 -
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~ontalcono .ubr"arino ban m,ring the nteht of 19-20 l'arch, ot.arU.nr !'irea 

and retuning withou~ loss . !:ext ~ otruo•ic dssions """" cancelled 

due to a co•plete overcast . Tactical airer&!t. however, booobod Pi..,bino 

and Port Ercole, railroad brid•ea and yarda at Poggibonoi , Orvieto and 

Torn1, dock installation• and ehippinr at SM Ste!ano, and enemy guns 

and troop coneentntions in Cassino and noar our beachhead. Fichters 

patrolled over the bo4ehhoad and A-36' a dr•pped aupplies to Allied troopo 

opera tin~ in the Cassino area . FU'ty ftnf!ey oortieo reported included an 

attack on the Anzio clocks by LO plar.es dcrina th,. early corrine . Allied 

for the loss or three Spitfiroa. 

/ 2. Intenohe house-to-1\ouae f1t:hUn, continued 1n Cassino durin l 

the 24-hour period endinr at noon on 21 l!arch , Allied units 11aking little 

progreso due to heavy enemy artillery ond mortar tire . Intensive Ooman 

anti...,ochanized tires caused amored ol8Mcnts operating 1n the toM1 to 

lll&ke n.all withdrawals . Ene"'Y infiltration continued . torcinr Allied 

\ 

troops to abandon an attack on t!1o ftstern •de• ot the town so as to in­

sure holdir>;; pooiti0<1o alread;y captured. Els~w!loro aloJ1,i the It.alian 

>atUetront only aeth .. patrollin& and in~or::Utor.t artille,.,. firinj; ftre 

reportad . / 

) . Approximat.aly 2S annoy aircraft attacked an Allied convoy north 

ot Bougie , Algerie, during the atternoon or 19 llarch; no damage resuHed 

' and our tlghtors shot down one onuy plano . 

- 2 -
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ASIATIC ~ll?.AT!:R 

l. CS troop e&rrier unite ...,,.., aetbo en 16 rarch, landin> trcopo 

and droppinf oupplies in tho forward areas . 

That nieht ten Britioh •ombere attacked Kalewa and Akyab . 

On the 19th nine escorted B-2S•a attacked Wuntho with unreported 

reaulta; other Allied planes wore activo over our forward areas along t~ 

Chindwin Riv~r and along t..'le Aralcan coaat . Railroads in central ~,.. 

were alae attacked . 

2. Additional lhth Air Force l'il:hter baotber ll!.$s1ona dllrinr 18 

llarc'l L~cluded ue.'line-gun attaelcs on a traio south o! La."~ Son ar.d on 

a Japaneoe colu::n near Than llo1, wnere hi ta were scored on tho abutments 

or a bridge . Two cargo junko ...,,.. de•troyed north o! Haiphong and two 

more damaged in tho """'" aron; a 200-!oot barge was eunk in th8 chnnnel 

northwest o! Quang Yen and a l$0-toot atoel vessel destroyed at C~ Phs 

Port . 

) . Allied troops in north4m 'luMa continued their aouthnrd 

advance durina 19 and 20 !larch. ChiJ ••• troops, cour.terattael<l.'1jl an 

enee.,y thrust, captured Jubu a.:, 1z:n1et~ huY)' casualties o' tho 

enOl!)'. Other Allied troops in thio area captured Swoprabua; the !'orcos 

in tho nat !htkawng Valley oro now appi'Old.matal.,y •!ibt llliles northwest 

ot Shadutup . On the weat nanlc Chinoao troops captured a town three 

111Uoa ocuth of Taau Bun\ . llrituh troops in the Chin Rilla area auccaae-

tully reduced the enfl11U' road block north or Tiddim. Opera tiona ar.ainat 

onerty-hold tunnala 1Jn the Ar&l<an aroa wore progressing &lowly. In the 
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PACIFIC AJJl SOUTI!I'I3ST PAC::"":C 'r-!J'.A• :RS 

1 . US patro1s on Vanus contMtod •n""'Y torcee durin• 20 !'arch three 

dleo southwest of Lo"'ntau anc! 6oO .vurdo south or Rossun ; 408 Japanese 

wero killed l.n the occupation or the Loreneau area and 29!> bunkers captllred. 

Our forcoe on southwestern Loa Ner.roa raided Loniu dest.royl.nr coutal 

cr&tt, ...,.runition and auppliea . A noarby a-::runition dwop was d••troyed 

by ahellrire fro-. an All.ied destroyer . 

Suppl..-ental "'ports o~ a r ~ ratiO<• fer 18 !'arc indicate 

that B-2h•a scored direct hits en a 6,000-ton Creir,hter- trar.sport 12 cUea 

northwest of l!cllandia caudnc extanoivo clama,;e; a noar nisll halted an 

eacortinl' sunboat . On 20 lo!arch 38 B-24•a dropped 1!>2 tons ot bcMbs on 

the airdrome, bivouac and supply areas at Tadji, deetroyir~ several air­

cratt on tne eround, starting firoa, and leaving the airstrip unserviceable . 

P-39's JMchinc;:unned and aank two bar,~ eo near lladang and started several 

tinea in Inland vllluea. 

I 2. \'arine units, supported b)' atrong naval IUld air eln•nta , landed 

•noppoaad on !airau Wand in til<! St. llatthiaa Group nort.h of !tav1ent 

durinc the ""O~in('" or 20 &-arc!\. ~o ene y fore~• t.ad bet'n coct.aetf!d ae 

ot noon that day . L!.J!ht oppodtion waa ut b)' troops landin• on a ...... u 

leland ott the southeast coaat ot ~irau . 

Roconnaiasance or roade on the ialande has been co,.,pleted and 

/ area detenaoa are boing eatabliahed. 
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) , D.;rir.g 19 !larch, 99 South Pac1!1c bccbttrs attacked the 7unapope 

euppl)' areas and the Panapei airfield; eneO")' eupplf inotall&Uona at Tawui 

Point and the radar station at Cape St . Georco were ralded b)' ti<ohter 

bot bora . Other US planes bo bod taJ'I:Ots around our Torokina peri:neter . 

The nan da,y missions or our Solomons-baaec1 airornft included tha bombing 

ot ant1a1rcratt installations, airtiolds and ruppl)' arena near Rabaul by 

121 Arr:I)' and Navy aircratt; 1)) tone or ~be ware dropped with observed 

ortect deSJ)ite intense ar.d accurate antl81rcrart tire . Light and tiRhtar 

boo-bus raided suJl!>ly areas on BoueainYille and or_. ar~iller)' poalttone 

oppoaita the Torold.r.& beachllead. OUr tl.chter planes tl- anti-ah!ppin& 

owe•i• ort Bou0ainY1lle and P.abaul, attack 1n& en...-y b&J'I:ea and e-all coastal 

crart . 

L. Central Pec1!ic aircrart continued th~1r attacks on ene~ baeee 

in the llarshalls durl.na 19 llarch bombing target• on llillo , Jaluit and 

Wotjs and exploding an ammunition du•p on Taroa; B-24•s dropped 40 tons 

of bombs on Wake, storting !ires in a tank park . 

!AST·JCI l'l!O:;T 

Field llerahal Von JQ.eist Ia now in coau.nd or Ger-.an forces on the 

oouthorn eector or the !a.starn Front . Eneey counterattacks forced the 

Sovleta out of Koval during 21 !larch. Rad u·lts, however, ...ado subatan-

tiJil advances to the woat between Yinnltea and llogilev-Podolski and enlarged 

their bri<f&ohead on the western bank or the lhootr advancinr to within )0 

mU" or tho Pruth River and outtin~ the railroad running northwest !ra!l 

a.lti . Nikolaev ~ined in Oel":l\&n hande dllaplte atrollli' Soviet prearure ./ 

+ 
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1 . Durin• the ni ht o! 18-19 ll&reh, 74S PAF b...,bers dropptod ),285 

tona o! bc.bs on Frankturt t.hrou~h a heaV7 ha:e . En&ll\Y air opposition 

was very lirllt; 22 bombers aro ~isain; . Other Allied planes carried out 

nu1eance raids "'llin•t Aachen, Dortmund, Duiaburg and K.asoel . Eif,hteen 

RAF banbers calleed obaerved <Wn~.~:e to a 01unHions works at Bergerac, and 

laid aea mine• off Heligoland . Airfields i.o Holland, Germany, France 

and BelgiUlll """" aL.o raided durinr the nl.tht . 

2 . On 19 llarcll, 17) o! Ollr eecorted B-17'e dropped over~ tona 

ot booobs on targets in the Pas de ca.aia region; 128 of our ""'di\1101 and 

licht booobera, escorted b7 P.47•a, aloo attecl<ed cross-channel tar•eta. 

R.ealllts varied from poor to !air; one B-17 and one B-26 were loot to 

antiaircraft !ire. Twenty escorted P-47•• dive- bombed t he G1lze·R1jen 

airfield. 

) • Enery artillery ahelled the Dover aroa tor an hour durinv the 

nt>ht of 19·20 ll&rch causing considerable d&Oia~e end a !ow caaualties . 

L. A total of SJ9 heayY bo:bert or the &th Air Force wre airborne 

Our 9th Air Forco booobers •ere headed tor tho Crail rallroad yards end 

othn croas-channel t~ots . 

S. During the week endins 12 llaroh MF unite in tho UK destroyed --....... 
zes (prgbtbly ))7) en~ planto tor a loaa or 114 heavy bomber• end )8 

- l -
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ot.har planaa . CoM"espondin& RAY !ijrurea tor ~· P"riod are 12 (probably 

lh) an~ planea destroyed and .30 aireratt o! all typea lost. 

llEDITERRA.'IEAN 

l . During the nl.fht of 18-19 llareh, UO Allied bombers attacked 

Plovdiv, Bulgaria, at a eost or two B-24 •a; lighter aireraft attackad 

Valletri, Oaoto and patrollod the beachhead. The rollowin• clay 377 oacor­

tod bombera of t.ho Strategie Air Force dropped a total o! 919 tons o! 

boMba on t.he a.1.r<lro-.$ and railroad yards at nagen!Urt, on Oru. in sout.h­

eaatom Austria, "" wall aa on t.ho do<:ko and ,ards at llotkovic, and on 

ltn1n in fu&oslavi.a. Thirty {probably UO) on""ii' planes ...,,.. shot down; 

we lost 1) b<abers and one !i;:ht.er. Strong forces of •ed1111 and light 

bofnbere and !'ighters attoeked reilroad yards, motor tra.~oportation and 

harbors in central and wsstem Italy, ahipping and motor vehicle• in 

Yugoalavia, and earried out patrols over tho battle areas . In addition 

26 P- 40•a covered a commando raid on Solta Ialand, off t.he yUgoslav 

cout. 

2 . Or t.ha l.e!'t. tlaDk or t.ha J.naio beaehhead .UUed units carried 

out a at~ecessf\l.l raid in force on 19 !larch, 1ntlictir.., heavy caoualtioa 

on tho e~. Hea'l)' f'ightin<> eor.tinued in Caaaino ""•re ~aorl troope 

captured 100 priaonera ; •'*"Y forces otill bald out in t.he town and in 

the llOn&atery area . Three stro!IIJ Oo...,., counterattaclcs launched tror. 

tho monastery area were repulaad . Patrol olaohee were reportod in tho 

J.c!riatie sect or on the 20th . 

- 2 -
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1 . During the night o! 17-18 Karch, oi•ht B-24•a boohed Japaneeo 

suppJ.¥ duo:pa at Kalen. The followinr. da.Y 22 B-25•• hit K&l011'& al'&in, 

st.&rting tires in the tuel dulllpe and otoraeo area . A total of 140 

Allied planoa attacked ene~ positions west of Buthidaung and in tho 

Chin HUla, raided a otorao~o area at Wltntho, and hit tal-gets of opportunity 

in northern and central Burma. 

During 17 Karch •oro than 12 on80')1 planes att.&cked our lanclini 

tiold at Broa<lway deatray1njr !our Spitfires on t.he ground. Two Japanese 

ti•htora wore shot down; ...., loot ono Spitfire. 

2. On 18 !!Arch, !ighter-b<abera ot the 14th .t.ir Foree Jrachino-

CUMed a -...rehouse near Pailuoh1, sank a lares sailboat and dua.~ed a 

.)00-toot transport near J(1uk1ane on tho 10W1lr Y&n&t•• River . The followina 

da)l, .. ediu."ll b001bers damaged a tort in the Yangt.e River nsar Chinchow 

with cannon tire and bolllbed the airdro•e at Nanohang . Escorting fightore 

damaged three tugs and two oth@r river craft northeast or Kiuhaienchen 

and loft a 250-!oot boat afire at Tunol1ng . B-24•s mac!:ine-gunned two 

.....u atea::;oro souttT.eat or Bonckon;: and ahot down & Jap !our-en;:ined 

fl11nc boat . 

PACIFIC .C:O SOilT!l1IEST PACIFIC T!ltAttkS 

1 . J.n Allied petrol, landlnc at Lindenhaten , N"" Britain, during 

18 Yarch, reported tho town clear o! tho ene~. 

The next dq pAtrolo trooo US and Australian forces which met 

- 3 -
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at l.larua, New Ouinea, operated in ~U Kal1ko area . 

On Loa ~<•i!TO•• in tho Ad:oiraltlta, tne ¥ torcea continued to 

rteiat etrongly near Papitalai. 

&scorted heavy, aediW'l, and l1 •ht bombere , attacking tr0111 

111inimun heiehta , destroyed an ene.ny convoy ott W8W8k consisting of t"" 

transports and tht"ee corvettes . In a coo:rdinAt.ed mis5ion against Japan••• 

inatallations at nearby Cape lloea, 59 Allied bClllbero set fire to ware­

houaoe and deetroyed a gun batt~ry. An enOOIIY· laden bar<'e waa aunlc otrahoro . 

lit loat three A- 20'• but s•ot down t""' tn""7 !L•htera. Ot.her planea 

attacked a "" .nl and bulldWo at Pondo Point . P.&idins; to tilt not, 

B-21a 'a attacked Babo, notom ~"" Ouinoa, and a ~e in the Taniabar 

Iolande . 

2 . Allied ruoval unite aank a •~all en..,y froirbter during an 

extensive ahipping sweep or the lf01rtk area during the night of 18 ~arch . 

Two islands off Wowak were ahelled, ahoro batteries silenced, and firoe, 

via1ble fer thirty 1111lea, etartad. 

) • On 18 ltarch l.ray and Navy balber• and r~htara attacked tht 

RabaW. area, balbed and aachino MIIIM<I er.., positions and barges in 

tho Bougainrllle- l!W.a area, and hit torr;•ta ot opportunity at ChoioaW. 

Ba.Y· Japanese artillery wu act1Yo that nlabt and the tollowin& lOor:>in& 

in tho Torokina area . 

4 . Ei•ht B-J4•a dropped nino tono of bo ba on barraoke , gun poaitione 

and al(lllino aroaa at Toroa on 16 llaroh . Ot.hor Arey, llavy and !Iarine 

planoa raided Wot je, Uillo , Jaluit and Ponape . 

- 4 -
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Action again eentered 1n the oouthorn aeetor durin!r 20 llarch . 

Sovitt troops, enl&rgizw their penetration south or J(ove1 , advanced 11. 

idles toward Lwow. Tho Oerr-.n aal1ont nortt\woat of V1nn1tsa wao reduced 

arter tho eapturo of tho town by Red ~ units . l'ogUov- Podolok wao 

captured; tt\is enlarp.~ent of tho Soviet bridgehead seriously a!tootod 

Oerun cOIIIIIWlicationa 1n tho area as tho nearest raUroad line croaoine 

tho llneair is 100 .,u .. to tho not . To tho south the eno;;y withdrawal 

to t.h Bua continued. Ger.:>an dttenoos c""eked rw-ther Red advances in 

tbo ~11colan area . 
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RAF llooqu!.toes cl.ropped J2 tons or boolba on Cologne durins- ~he nieht 

or 17-16 ll.arch . The next da,y 6th Air Force o:Uasione totalin3 676 heavy 

bcmbera escorted by 16 groups or f~hter planee attacked airfields at 

Lechfold, Landsberg and MemminRen, airplane componont and assembly planta 

at Oberpfatfenhofen and l'riedrichaha!an, and the city areas of Friedr1eh­

ahafen and llunJ.ch. In all, our planee cl.ropped 1 , b35' tons or high exploaiveo, 

incendiaries and general purpose b<aba and ehot down 62 (probably 100) 

an-.y aircraft for the 1oaa ot b) boolbera and 13 Nghters. 9th Air !'orca 

planes dropped 97 tona or boolbo on ailit&17 objeeth·es near tho Channel 

coast . 

1 . Strategic bombers attacked airfields in northeastern Italy 

durinl• 16 Uarch includ:lni thoae at Ud1ne, Villorba, Gorizia and llan1aco; 

.)7) or our B-17'• and 1l-2L •s with their eacortin~ fil;htera dropped L7b 

tone O) b"AiJtentat1on b<aba on the ,,..,.. airclrQc.eo, destroyinr or aeriouol)' 

~in& ~ planes on the ground and ehoottnt down b6 (probably 5'.)) &ore 

tor the lo .. ot se,-en boabere ar:d • ur fir,ht.era. Tactical o;~d1UIO bcoobero 

hit tho rail yar<b at Orvieto and Folitno, bric~&es near Orvieto and 

Poe&ibonai, and the docka at P10111bino; Coastal Ur Force planee attacked 

ehippinF and docks at Leghorn ar.d heavily dam~Qed a !actor)' buUdin8 at 

hrina d1 Piaa . Allied tighter aircraft haruaed bridgea, ~ poeitions 

and ~otor transport in the battle area, onomy communication taoilitiea 

- 1 -..... 
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r.or-th o: be, am! shipplr.g ott the Dal&atl.&n coast.. 

2 . •oval units, in conjunction with Corpa artillery, boo-lbardod 

f.ar&ots near Littoria on 19 l!areh. Allied infantry and artillery nor-th­

weat o! Ando were engaged in clearinG the O..nnans !r0111 position• in 

front o! the beachhead defenae line . Severe fighting continued at Caoaino . 

The aHuation resulting !rOifl a atronr enemy counterattack south or tho 

t.own wu still obscure . 

ASU.TIC Ti!EATER 

1. ~il:? 1L l!arch Allied planoo in India ami &.lru att.ocked ono.y 

positions near Fort llhite, hit tarcota in the A.rakan area, supported rround 

operations near Katha, sot fire to a villa.•o near \'yitkyir.a, and bolobad 

troop concentrations near Uogauns. Fif.ht~r ~ber~ scored hits on the 

railwiiY station at ChiengmJli and on bridges and storage areas at Shaduzup . 

Th4t night RAF fighter bombers otarted large !ires and exploded an ammuni­

tion dwnp near K&lewa . Fifty-one Allied B-2b•a and ll'allingtona attacked 

aupply c!Uitpa near Rangoon with hi~h exploaives and incendiaries, reportin& 

hito in tho t.o.,.et are&. Tho follow!,; day .. ,... than 220 ..,di...,, 1~ t 

and tighter _,. aortiaa ..... nown l(&inat - positions t.hroll(!hout 

nat.em, northern and central a.:nu, the oil ret-iner- at Cba\lk , and linea 

ot c~ication near Pinlebu . Other plar.ea new escort ll!iaaiona tor 

eircra.rt on supply !lights and potrolod tho botUe areu. 

2 . At a coat o! 120 caaualtitt 1 two Allied brigades (approxlJoatlly 

12, 000 men , 1 , 200 animalo, and oquip·ont) have boon transpor-ted into 

- 2 --.. 
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Jaranoae- neld lbnoa by air . Duri~ loho n!t;ht ot S-6 l!areh glider-!:>orne 

troopo, includinv a rs Airborne !ncinoor Cocpaey, nre landed at a 

etrip known as Broa~, 50 •11•• northeaet ot Kat.ha, nil behind the 

enemy lines in eastern lbl"rla . Thie force imoodiately be;(an the construc­

tion of a landing oito which wao roaey for C-b7 uee by the followinc 

nbM. 

During the peak of operations at Broadwa,y, c-47•a were landina 

and tuinf off tro. the llir strip avery lohreo Jdm.too. 

PACinC .t.HD SOOT!IiiEST PACIFIC Tlll.\TE!lS 

l . "Mle Allied patrol w!tich landed on a.. ... ta Island dtl.rU'-« 17 

~arch roportad lohe airstrip to be in fair condition; there ware JO deolcl~ 

iahed Japanese plar.es in the diopareal area . 

Our 2nd Cavalry Bri&&de occupied Lorengau late on 18 ~arch . 

On Los !Iegros , two """"'Y countorattacko acainut our positions on tho 

hieh around west of Papitalai wore repulsed. In New Guinea Allied patrols 

encountered ene.zu" forces wet~t of Sa~& S&l'a. 

Twelve B-2b•o bocbed tho Japanese naval base at Sur~ a.•ain 

oatol,)o. Ott Rolland1a nir.>t patrol plareo eank a tro~hter and cl&ooaar.ed a 

destroyer and a freighter . Tho next cla,y 26 li-21. • o silenced gun pooi tione 

and doetroyed buildinrs at ll"enk while 60 A-20 18 and B-2S•s bo<lbf!d and 

II&Chine-cuMod the Brandi Plantotion, h1tt1ng buildilll:! and huts and etart­

ins !il'Cio. 

2 . Souloh Pacific llir •iniono durin& 17 llarch included raido by 

- J -
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DIOLASSIFID 
OSD Lottor, 6-1-78 

U P-38'• on Vtmapope and t.<tn P-39'• en Ral~a; hea•7 ~bir.es by 23 

11-2~•• on Nu:at.anai :rwmo:r and 22 l-2S•a on t~e oupply area at P.allll' . 

~avy rlanee bc<tbed eneey gun pclitiono on !!ourainvUle. 

A heavy Japanese attack oarly in tho rornine effected a olie~t 

penetration in the defenses of our 37th Divfoion on Bougainville . A 

oubaequant counterattack restored tho poa1t1ono; 195 Japanese dead wero 

counted 1no1de our wire, 52 around one pillbox, and maey more dead ware 

ropcrted outside . Our caoul.tiea that clay totaled live killed and U7 

woundecl. 

) . Air aiostono !'lown b)' Central Pacific planes durtr.g 16 llarch 

ir.eluded attacks on tarrets on lrotje, llaloelap, Jalult, and llille . I. 

total or SO sorties were flown and 32 tone ot bomb• dropped on the !crur 

atolls . '!he next day 48 pleneo dropped 29 tone on Ponape, Kusaie, Jaluit 

and ~aloelap . 

EASTERN FllONT 

'!heNl was no change in tho rHuation on tho northern and cent...il 

,.ctoro of the eutern front <1- rinC 19 )'arch . lr. tho ooutbern oector, 

O.r:-.an report. i.r.dicata that Soviet forcoa have reached the ouul<irta 

of Koftl U't.er cc>nsiderablo caino along t o ooutherr. eclf;e or the Pripet 

.aroboo . The Red Andes haft cut all Coman rill c~utiono into 

t.r.e Proakurov- Vin.nitsa area, and ae1 red iaport.ant. advartces near Yupol . 

Soroca, on the wes-tern bank of the D'l.eatr River, 1e 1n Soviet pos seaaion; 

a finn •br ic!Rebead has been utabliohed in thia vicinity. l!ogilev- Podoloki , 
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U8D L• ~-S-71 

an i:q>ortant railroad CroSlin& wao under clireel Soviet attack . 

WEST!llll P.l:liiSPI!E!!E 

Three US bombers on ~•d reconna1ooanee attacked targets in tho 

KurUee early on 18 l'aroh; all pl&neo returned safely. 
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Oet.&iled raporta o! our 8th Air Fon:o attacks over Gen:&n:r durin& 

16 11arch a tate that 401 B-17' a attacked Aueaburg with 901 tooa, 19~ 

B-24 ' • dropped 499 tona on Friedriohahaten, and 46 B-17•s bombed 

Oeaoertahauaen with 99 tons . Other heavy bombers scored hita on a tiro 

fi&hting equipment factory at Ulm and attacked targets or opportunity 

1n aouthern Gemany . Our planoa ahot down US (probably 155) eno~ 

aircr&l't for a los a o! 23 bo:obora and 12 fi&hters . 

'lh&t n1ftit ll7 l!li' boabora dropped 597 tone or axplosiYea on tha 

W ona l'$ilrood )"llrds with excellent raaulta, and 21 heavy boliiMira 

attacked a rubber tire factory at Clei'IIOnt-Fern.nd with 102 tons; all 

planea returned safely. 

on 17 llareh 70 escorted 8-261 1 of tho 9th Air Force dropped 122 

tona or bolllba on tho Crail railroad yardo reporting fair results; two 

or our fi&ht.ers failed to return . l'our t1W>ter groupo (totaling 135 

P-47•a) of the 8th Air Force attacked the Soeoterborg and Chartres 

airfields and lll&chine;;unnod tareata at two unidenti!iod airdi'OI08a in 

France . 1broe (probably n vo) onoq airc,..!t wre destroyed; "" loot 

two fidlter planes . 

1 . ~ring the ni&ht o! 16-17 ll&reh 1 19 J!li' boabera attacked tho 

railroad yards and city or Sofia; light bolllbtro bal'$&&td 110tor transport 

on road• aouth or ROI:lo , and RAF tightora patrolled tho Anzio araa . '[he 

- 1 -
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VlCLAIUFIII 

OSD Lotter, e~a-?1 

.. x~ clay 218 IJS heavy boabera oacor1Ad by 12? fi&ht.ers raided Vienna 

and t.ercots in the vicin1~:r with 41.4 tono or oxploahes. 111as1ona 

wt.elina 2SS medium, light, and n.ght.er bollbero or the tactical Air 

Forco attacked tOlmB, highways, railroad• and troop concentrations in 

central It.el:r. other fi~ tors raided aun position• near Cassino and 

Anzio, escorted our tactical bCIIlbers, patrolled the battle areas and 

att.ecked targeto in nort.hwaetom Ital:r and alons the Adriatic coast . 

l)lr1ns this period 1,602 sortioo woro nown and nine (probabl:r 11) 

oneJIO' aircraft destro:yed tor a lo .. or throo ho&Y)' bombers and four 

fJ.sbt.ers . 

2. Acti'ri ty in Italy for the period ondins at noon on 18 IIUCh 

centorod around Cassino wbero Nn Zealand troopo continued aoppins up 

operations and gained ground to tho oout.h and west. Allied in!Ontr:y, 

supported b:r tanka, held tho railroad at.etion. '!he onem:r still 

oocupiod two • trong points on tho "••tom ods• of the to liD . 

Active patrollin& was reported on the other sector s or the front . 

l . Duri"' 16 iiUCh aiooiono wt.eline 139 Allied ligbt. and fill!ter 

baaboro carried out sweepo alons tho Irro11&dd7 and upper Chindwin Rinro, 

raida on Japaneae aupplJ' dmlpa near lt&aine, and wideopread att.ecko on 

100110' pooitions in the Arokan, Buthidaune, and Chin Hills areas. 'n1a t 

night nine Allied B-24•• b<abed tho YW&t.euns airfield, hitting tho runwa:yo 

and dispersal areas . On l? ltlrch oocortod RAF bo•bors attacked Kong:ri; 
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DICLASBiriD 
O&D L.\ttr, 6-1-71 

Allied ...U.us and tighter booobero cont.lnllecl ~o hln&oa &..aJ' poeltiono 

tJ>I inotella~ion.s in "ot.m tJ>I control 8luwa and, in addition, 

attAcked ~he railway area a~ lilwlu . 

2 , Japanese planes raided Jlonr;rang, oouth control Chino , durlna 

17 lJilrch, 

PACIFIC IJID SOU'!Hl!EST PACIFIC 'fflEA TERS 

1 . on 17 l!llrch our ground torcoo on lilnua Island reached tho 

outal<irto ot Loronpu and wero in cont.ac~ with the lr.O!OJ' southwest ot 

the &1 rdro;oo , on Los liegros our ~oopa captured a hlll one .Uo south-

wot ot PapitAlai l!ioeion . An Allied patrol landing on Gasrat.a Ioland 

tound ~he island clear ot tho ono.y . !Iarine patrolo ""'" activo near 

Ling& Linga, kllllng 45 Japanoao . 

US missions totaling 8) heavy , ~:~odium, and llght banbero hit 

sun emplacoment.o and atarted !iroo in the Borom area and 24 A us t .ralian 

booobero destroyed a jetty and otarted tiroo at Wide Say. NiM &-25's 

raided tho Aloxishaton airtiold . 

2. on 16 !larch 25 South Pac1tlc boabon and lighters attacked 

oupply du~~ps in the Torokina 0n1a and dootrOTecl buildings at the 11ono1tu 

llioolon . 5L'cty Navy baobers hit cun poaitiono and exploded an ... uni­

tion dllap at l(aneng. Dlring tha day 8) bolllboro and fighter s raided 

tho Rabaul area damaging buildinso and oupply racilitiea and att.ackins 

t.n a ... unition dump and radar otetion. 

- ) -
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060 Lotto•, 6-8-71 

'lbo Soviets conUnuocl Ule.ir atron& utacko in tho nort.h durina 

18 ll&rch with no change in t.ho a1tuat1on . In tho south Zhurinka and 

JUipol wore captured and tho Soviet advance reached the eastern b&nk 

of the Onootr River a nd tho l9J9 border. At Nikolaov Red Army units 

wore rapidly approaching tho c1ty rrono Ulreo directions . 
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OiD Lottor , 6·3-71 

During 1S llareh, 88 Allied Expeclit.ionary oUr Forco mediutll, 1~ht. 

and fighter ~bora dropped ~9 tons of oxp1oo1voa on military objectives 

in Franco with !air t.o &ood reeulto . 

That nisht 762 Jl.U' planoo attad:ed Stuttf.art. through a heaY)' onr­

cast, drcppl.nC 2,9SS tone ot t.o.os; two (probabl;r three) eneey aircraft 

were deatro:r-d. Thl.rt.;r-oix b001bera are miaain& and !'l.ve crashed in 

{,~ England . lloro than 100 Allied b0111bor s attacked tho Longueau-Alllion• 

railrcad ;yards, dropping 571 tons ot bo!llbo; three boobors are aiseina 

and two crashed in £na1and on their rotum. Additional 118)>t bombora 

intruded our northom Pranca, tho Low Countrieo a.nd Oen:;any. 

1he ·- ni&ht, 1S-16 llarch, lS onOOO" 11rcratt operated over En land, 

five reaching tho London area; only ainor damage wu reported. 

1 . On 16 March, weather again preventing bod>in& missions by tho 

Strategic Air l'orco, U.S aed11a and ll(ht barbara or the '!"actic&l Air 

ir<& good rooulto. SCIIIo 12S diva and tichtn ~ere att.eckod gun 

poeitiona and 01otor tranoport in tho vicinit,y or Eoperia and Caooino . 

Additional !:14!htora aank a achooner noar Ancona, patrolled the Cauino 

and beachhead aroaa, and attacked railroad ;r&rda and trains in tho !l(ao 

area . 

lloro than SO Coastal Air Force &ldilll and !'l.rhtor b<-1\bero hit 

Leghorn hart>or inotallationo, attacked tankoro r.ear Tarquinia, and acorod 
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c!lrect hit.a on the har.paJ'tl and wo111tohopa at the llarina d1 Piaa aircraft 

ractoey. 'l'wo eneq aircraft nre claotror-d and two o! our planes are 

aiuJ.nc; in all 1,114 sorties ..... nO"m. 

2 . In tho beachhead area c!urinv tho niP,ht o! 16-17 ll&rch tho on•r 

11ado aeveral air raid!>, one ot which lasted 70 minutes; the damage no 

not reported. Ground activity wae conerall)' quiot in tho area on tho 

following day. In tho Caoaino area, !lew Zealand troops att.acld.ng south­

ware! uda considerable procreoa to the west o! the town as well ao in 

tile to"" itsel!. !laewhore alone tho front onlr patrolling aod ol.all1n£ 

nre reported. 

'l'wo Allied YOsoelo nre clou..ted in the 15 ll&rch enem:r air 

attack: en Naples; .few easu&ltlea reNted. 

ASIATIC THEATER 

Durin& 15 and 16 lla-rch the main Chintso force in the Hukawng Valley 

reached a town 16 11Uoo oouth or lfalawt>""' . 1Jr1t1ah troops in tho Arakan 

coastal region reacned a point six aUee t.o t.he east of J.faur.ade.w and are 

atteckJ.nc the Japaoeae cletonaoo to the north or Butbidaurc . Little chant• 

waa reported rr- the Tidc!la area . 

PACIJ'!C .liiD SOUTHIIEST PACITIC T!l!".l'!"":'.S 

1 . Durinr tho ni>ht or lS-16 llarci. and tho rol.lowinj: da,y us rorcoa 

on llanuo Ioland captured Lorencau airdrOI!Ie and advanced to within 600 

)'&rdo of the town . A colwnn two mUoa nat and south of the t01m encountered 

machine-sun and mortar fire . On Loa lltaroa, our units have reached a 

- 2--., 
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DXCtA8Hlrm 
•>D L'~ler, t-8-78 

point 2,.300 yards west of Pap1tllla1 YUla.•e in the face of st.ro"-& 

oppoeHion . 

On liew ilrital.n a ll~e patrol weet o! Ling& Ling& Pla.~tation 

kllled 21 Japanese . 

Allied Catolinas hit two 3,000-ton vessels in a convoy north 

ot IIIUDboldt Bay . Thi rty-three B-24 1 1 borobed antiaircraft position• in 

tho Wewak re&icn with •ood reaulto and 29 B-2S•a ef!eotively attoeked 

the llrandJ. Plantation and "ubil areae . 'ithter aircratt. new hara.esinl; 

- •iaaioce &1001: the !lew Gu1Ma coa.et and egaiost target• on Garove leland. 

--

Seventeen P.AJ.:' baRbers secured excellent. coverage in the Ul~o:ta-tbUi 

areu . Sllrabo;ya was attaol<ed by n!ne 5-24•s which hit targets in tho 

navL. base ar:d factory ueaa; one other B-24 bocbed an aird:Nttre in Boli. 

2. Twenty-two South Pacific B-2u•e baobed Rapopo on lS lferoh with 

49 tone, while 24 escorted medium b~bera hit Lakunai causing conoidorable 

danlege . Sixty Navy bombers &leo attacked taraeto near Rabaul . Fighter­

bOGibera attocked the VWUlpope eupply lr.&l additional fighters bO!Ibed 

and uch1ne- ;runned llewaraka, the Pilno lli11ion and Poporang . Single 

B-24•s hit Bulta and !Wdli. 

lm-ing t.r.e next dq our unite in the Torolti."" beachhead 

continued t.l-.eir intensiYe patrol opereti""" . Sull enmo,y forces continued 

to hold the southeast slope of Kill 26o . One ll.O>t Japa.ne.., attaclr wu 

repuleed <W-ing the day with the e!tect1Yo oupport of our naval and air 

forcea . 

J , During l4 IIUch , 12 Central Paoi!io B-2S•• dropped ten tona on 

-.) -
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DIOLAS811'ID 
OSD Lotter, 0-8 -71 

llotje, ecorl.nil hits on barrecke, a rodJ.o ataUon, and t.he aa&&&ino ..-..; 

tan llarlne dJ.va- bcabe.rs attacked Jaluit . Tto follcnrinS da;f 12 B-2S•e 

exploded an a:!l!lunition c!wlp and ~ad a radar station at Teroa, six 

B-)4•s dropped 18 tons on 'lrotje, and 14 dJ.ve and !igllter banbe.re hit 

IIUle . 

EASTERN FRONT 

There ,.... no significant chanvo in the situation in the northern 

and central sectors of the Eutam Front clw-1ng 17 J!arch . In the ao"th 

1tro111 Ger:an countarottacko forced !!ad units to wit.hdraw rr- Tarr.opol 

and checked turther Soviet advances near Proekurov. Red l=ly ur.its, 

however, continuing to exert h•avy preseure all along the line , captured 

Dubno and reached a point within 2S 11Uee of the llneotr 1 near !""'pol. 

Gorman troops scuth and aouth...,st ot ltirovograd continued their withdrawal 

toward tho Bug River. After a proloneed lull, Soviet forcos reauned 

!iahting in the Crilloa, launohinF strong attacks ll!J&inst eneoey positions 

C near Kerch; the situation remained uncllanaod. 

!"our 8-)4•e and two s-24•e baobod targote in tt.e northern lurUoe 

with unooeerved reeulto durl..nc 16 l!arch . 
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DlCLASIIFflll 
OSD ltller, 6·1-71 

On 16 llareh, 600 hea'7 bo.bere ot the 8th Ur Force, escorted by 

936 Allied fl&hter planes, attacked tho D1eatl engine and bomber aircraft 

planto at F~iedrichehaten and a bomber uaembl,y and c0111ponente plant 

aouthwoat of llunich . B0111bing woe dono through overcaet . Secondery tar-

gets at l'riedrichehafen and Augebur& were &lao bombed. Preliminary reports 

state that 76 en~ planes wore shot down by our fighters; 22 booobera and 

13 fl&hters are =io•in&· 

1. In addition to the heavy bo.bir-c of Cuoino on lS llarch, 66 

aedi\111 and ll&ht Tactical Air Foret bombers attacked San Benedetto, and 

tighter bOI:Ibere end !ifhtere hit the airdrome at Rieti and linea or 

communication in eantral and wtatorn Italy; additional units patrolled 

tho bsachhead. The Coaotal Air Force bombed 8lllllun1tion dumps in tho 

vicinity of Tarquinia and Cocina, and harbors at Viareggio and Durauo. 

llore than 20 Ge,..,.,. planes raided Naploa; intercepting lloaqllitoeo destroyed 

one an-.r plane . 

~ the ni,c:ht ot lS-16 Jtarch, 82 Allied hea..y and •tdila 

bo.bera dropped 180 tone or bo.ba on So!'ia . 

2. On 16 II&Joch a light onn;y attack qainat C&rano in tho An do 

beachhead wu r apulsed. !:ne!Oil' artillery tire was reportsd along the 

entire perimator and aaainet the An•io port area. '!'he Allied cround 

!creta Which attacked Cassino tho provicua day were etill !ightinv in 

the town. In the Adriatic eector patrole wore active . 
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DZcuesrrm 

C D Lott r, 6-8-?t 

ASUTIC Tl!:.ATER 

1. ~ l) llarcb, 78 plenos or the lOth .ur Force attacked auppl:r 

and _,ition cblps and a bridp in the Sbadusup area . r.enty-nine 

!iehter-bombers destroyed a largo bulldinc and caused other dem&co in 

Loilaw. 

2. Japanese ground !oreoo opera tin~ in the Chin Hills cut tho 

8:-hiah ll&1n line o! e.-unioation load1n1 into Tiddl.a, huclquartU'O or 

the British 17th Divi.oion . 

PACIFIC .Uo'D SOOT!iii!ST PACIFIC !l!ii.T<:!-3 

1 . Du.riDi the night ot 14- lS lloreh, .UUed petrol planes doloaged 

or destroyed lS enemy barges and bol'ftbed Jap enc-ents on lluobu !eland. 

The rollowine day 18 B-2S• a b001bed and heavily machine-sunned 

Lugos lliooion pr ior to the landing or our ground forces; an additional 

18 li-2S • o .!'urnishod air 111pport to our around troops following the lendins . 

Forty-two B-24 ' s scored direct hi to on aun poaitiona, destroyed boll din so, 

end oa10aod explosions in the 'll'ewalt area; S9 a•di.,. and llel>t bombers 

attacked 1ta1r1ru Island nearb7, "-ol1ah1n1 houau and oeriouo1y daouging 

oaaplane !acUities. Our t~hter oocort o~ot dcwn ti•e (probebl;r ois) 

intorcoptina en~ planeo . 

Three onea;r planes bombed Saidor, hittinl' the tuol """Pl one 

wu ehot down. 

2 . J.n1o1 end Navy plans a ! r om tho South Pacific Area heavily at tachd 

harbor raclli tiu and the town or Rabaul en lL March startina eleven lll'ao 
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tiree . Cine 8-2b started l&rse !iru in the aupply area at Borpop . Clna 

hWldred eeventy-two Kavy -ere dropped lLS t.one or bollbs on the Torokina 

area . f'ourteen Allied fJ.ahter• uchina-;unnod barges in the Yieinity or 

Kieta and destroyed a bridge over the 111bo River on southoaatern Boucainville , 

Another Japaneoe gro\U\d attack aga!net our Torokina beachhead on lS J.!arch 

was neutralized by an infantry and tank counterattack. 

3 , Cln 13 lUrch, lS Central Pacific B-24• • dropped 22 tone of b011be 

on Ponape . other An!o'o NaV)' and llarine baabore hit Jaluit, Yotje, llille, 

Ku•aia, Ponape and Oroluk . 

!':loven B-24•• -bed Truk durinc the nil!bt of lL- lS llarch, 11 

other 8-2b • o hit Ponape and Oroluk. 

!ASTERN FRONT 

&oall-ocale Soviet attacke wore reported aouthwost of Narvo and west 

ot Novel on 16 March . A new Rueoian drive wae launched toward Lwow f r om 

north of Dubno . South of Vinnitea, the Soviets cut the main railroad line 

between Zhlterinlta and Odeua. South of ltiroYograd tho Germans are with­

drawing without offering Jl!.lOh re11atance . North or Hikolatrr SO't'iot troope 

h&YO raacbocl tho Baa River; •trona &n<IIQ' oppoeition is being encountered 

in th1e area . 
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l . Ccabat aiasiona ot t.ho 8th and 9tJ> Air For<>es on J.J, llarch ...,,.. 

l1a1ted to reconnai.aaanee m1e•1ona over northeaet. France . 

On lS' lluch, .3n heavy bmber8 of t.he 8th Air Perce eacorted 

by 622 fight era were diapatched to bomb BruniiWick . Preli.llinar,y ti&j\ter 

claiJna indicate .36 (probably .37) en~ aircraft .... re doetroyed; throe 

of our heavy bo:nbero and five fighters &No miaaing . One hundred fourteen 

9th Air Force edima lxllllbere bolobed P'rench roll way yards at !Iaino St . Pierro 

and .l.ulno,y-e and the airdrcll:e at Chievrea with results assessed at rraa 

rood to poor. 

2 . During the n1gM of l.l,-lS' llareh, l.l,O Oentan ba.bero, arriving 

in tour wnea, attacked London, tho "'*" Counties and East J.nglia . '!he 

majority of the aircraft converged on London carrying out a widespread 

attack with incendiarioo; SL London borouGhs wore affected . Ccnoidorable 

da~e to residential property and to an American ~ installation north 

of Olt!ord Street resulted . In the London area 20 ware killed and hO wounded. 

Nino (probabl,y ton) Gor-an planeo wero daatroyed. 

l . During the n1ght of 13-l.l, llarch and tho !ollOlfin;, da.7, air 

at.aiona totalinc nearly .)00 aodi111, ll.cht and fiGhter bcabora atteclced 

/ 

tho town or Vellotri, t he railroad yarda at Rome, Orte, Terni, and llontalto 

d1 Caetro, the dock areaa at PiCBbino and the canal and seaplane factory 

at N&rina di Piaa . Enol:\}' cun pooitione and troop concentrations in the 
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b&~W.o &rNo were the Urgou Cor other fiahhr boolbers and fighter 

,.iolioJUI , Four (probably tift) on...,. eircre.tt. ...,re dostroyed; three o! 

our ••di= bcabers are aiooing . 

2 . Activity on the Italian bottle!ront centered around Caooino during 

the 2L-hour period endinf! at noon lS llaroh . On the afternoon of tho ll1th 

~~~ ene~ launched two attacks, one eaat of Terelle and the other weot or 

aaaino but no reported chango in the line resulted. On the 100rn1ns ot 

{ ) lS !Lareh, 16 groups o! hea.,- and Mdilft boolbers of the lllled llediterranean 

llr Foree t1attened Cassino with o<ao l,SOO tone of b<lo:bs; thio air atrilc~ 

Coree waa ocheduled to return m.r1rc tho a!Urnoon to attack t.argeto 

end the town . .l.t noon .l.l.Ued artillery ... oed its tires on Caaoino 

preparation Cor the attack by our inl"antry and araored units . 

OUr beachhead !orceo continued to iaprove their positions during 

thie period, gains being held despite heavy en~ counterattacks • 

.I.Sl.l. TIC TI!!.ATER 

l . During 12 llarch, five (probably oicht) of 20 Japanese planee 

ongqed r.ear lt&tha were dootroyod at a coot of one .l.llied fiahter. 

n.r1ng the ..._..,. d&,7 SS planu of tho lOth llr Force attacked 

anoay bivouacs, supply dmspo and otoreo in the vicinity of ltauing and 

Shacllloup. Kine R.I...' boolbero attacked the Shwebo reil"''T notion; other 

planoo hit Kongri and troop ooncantratione in tho vicinity of Rtinain . 

The next 41¥1 36 RAP aircraft concentrated on en~ troop concentratione 

and inotallationo in the vicinity ot Tiddim and southwest of ButhidaunsJ 

oix again b0111bod Kongyi during tho da)'. 
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2. Allied force a in northern Bw--a con~inued their advance durin& 

l) and 11 llarch; patrola are now operating 12 allea eoutheast of llalawl>u.. 

Alena tlta Aralcan coaat., Britiah torcaa have cleared all but t"" 10Uea of tlta 

road batften llaungdalr and Buthidaung . 

) . Durinu the night of 13-14 llarch, ten Japanese medium bombers in 

two waves attacked our airfield at Hengyana and ten others attacked our 

Suichwan airfield; llinor wage wao auotainftd at both places . LJ.vhter 

eneotT raids were ;>&do a,Ur.at JtweUin, Kaoyag and 'lfuchcnr. 

PACIFIC AliD SO!l'MIEST PACIFIC 'I"!!Ar.!!IS 

1 . Durin& 1) llarch Soutl!wen Pacitie aircr~ bor::bed nu:-ercua enery 

1natallat1ona on nort.heaotem New Guinea. Included among the tenJeta were 

lluahu Island, Alexishaten and Gaaaul vUl&l'e; close air. support wae given 

to cur sround forces approaching J.!elanun harbor . The oext day 17 B-24 'a 

left tha ruoway at TadJi unserviceable; twonty-two others aUenoed gun 

poeitiona in the Boram area . Seventy-one madiw:: and ligllt b011bera attacked 

tha Brandi Plantation area •~inc a larpa nUIRbar of fires, deatroyina 

buildings and ahootine down dsht (probably ten) ec.,.y planes in cor bat . 

Three B- 2b' a &lao booobad tlta Ranoa Ba,y area ~ the dily . 

In an Operation characteri1ed ~ excellent coordination batwaan 

our ArTq, Navy and Air Fon: .. , an ArTq teek force o! 2,000 ren landed on 

Lora"" au (llanua leland) . By ooon OD lS II arch our !orces had advanced 1\al! 

way to the Lorengau air strip. On Loa Novoa, our forces had advanced 

ICOl\1 900 yarda in the weatem and Of th8 ialMd IIJiainat alight Opposition . 

-)-
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OUr patrol. ill llow Guinea pwsMd " atward ~ e>«upy a 'fi.lla<oe near llel&nua 

Harbor; in the 111ntjia V&lle7, Allied torcea gailled contact with the 

ene.,y northwest of Do.mooina . 

2 . South Pacific 11iaoiona total.ina 82 bombers and fighters hit 

tho Rabaul area rlth more than 119 ~na or boMba during 13 l!arch . 

Our positions on the right flank of the Bou•ainville beachhead 

nre improved durin& the dq . Ninety m antiaircraft guns have been 

•placed ill the front linea and uaed otroctinly with direct !ire. Tho 

~tal n\&bor of Tisible enev d .. d ~tala 1,17.) . South Pacific aircraft 

continued ~ render close air eupport tor our oparations, particularl,. 

qainst an....,. gun positions • 

.) • ThNe B-24 • • and ten llarino d1ve-b011bers exploded an &o!"uni tion 

dulop and hit antiaircraft poeitions on Taroa durin& 12 Uarch . lliaoions 

totalina !our B-24•s ond lS' B-25•e raided l.tUle , Wotje, Jaluit and Kueaie . 

EASTERN FKlNT 

In eastern Europe, little tichtina was reported on the northern and 

central fronts durin& 15 Jlarch . On tM southern front, e!!ective Oen:.an 

counterattacks between farnopol and ProokuroY halted So'fiet actrancee in 

thlo area. The Red anaias advanced 20 ailu ..,., or the Jlu& RiYOr, aouth­

""t or lllan . Ela"""are alone tho aouthern front the So'fiota reported 

advancea aouth..,st and south of Kirovocrod; east or llikolaev hea>y tichtina 

ia in progNaa . 
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Diroctivos have been iuuod tor tha aov•ent of the ll th Airborne 

Div111on (llajor General Joseph 11 . Swin&) Ct'QI CAlli]) Polk, Louiaian., to 

tho San Francisco Por t or Elnhari<ation tor shipment overseas on or about 

lS Apr il l9W. . 

lm'1nt t!1e nilht o! 12-l) llarch llosquitou bcabed Aachen and 

Duiabu"' . Tile !ollmrins da7, ae'fBI\ B-17'• boo::bed an drdroce near Poi.x; 

unfavorable weather !creed all other he&"Y tx.lbera of the 8th Air Force 

to return to their bases . Two B-17 • • nre lost to a.~tieircre!t !ire 

and one B-2b crash- landed 1n the UX . Fort7 B-26 • s boo::bed a ta"&Ot 1n 

tha Pu de Calais area with !air results . 

The night of 13-14 llarch, 211 lUJ' bombers dropped l , OS} tons or 

explosives on Le J.!ans with good resulta; one heaV7 bomber is missing . 

{ ) 'l'weney-!ive llosquitoes attacked Frankturt; l) others Dade scat tared 

raids on other Genr.an indu&trial c1t1ea . 

l . Strat egic llr Force a1u1ona ovar ltal)' W'Ore cancelled becauee 

ot nathar conditions on l) llarch . Stro"« formations or Bdiua baobera 

attacked railroad a:arsllalling 71rds and other targets at Spoleto, PeNgia 

and Fabr1ano 1n centr al I tal¥, hit si.alilar tartets near Sanana, llarina 

d1 Pisa and Viareggi o along the northwest coast, and again attackod tho 
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San St.!ono doclc ond storaae areoo . Fl.cht.er boabers n.ic!ed lines o! 

c...unieaUon, KUJl positions ond wppl,y dw-pa in the battle area and 

ola .. ~ere in central Ital,y and ahipp1ztc o!! the llelaatian Coast . An 

ast:l,..tod ~S' ena.ey eorties 1n1re report.d in the Anzio-Rme area; 2~ of 

these planes engaging 12 A-J6•s shot down tour . 

A lliddle-East Beau!iflhter thot down two """lilY trMSpol"t planes 

ott the eoaat of Rhodes . 

2 . Dw-ina the ~ hours prior to noon on ll llareh only patrollinc 

and ainor raids ....,... reported alone the Italian battlefronts . Disehar&s 

ot wppllu at .lnz.io continued aatia!aetoril,y in apite of increased 

onOIIQ' shellinc on the lJth. 

ASIATIC TI!EI.TER 

On lJ ~arch eight escorted B-2$' • or the llth Ai r Foree bombed 

Kiungahan airfield on Rainan Island with good resulte; one B-2$ was 

shot down in aerial combat . A ~iaa1on of 16 P-uO•s scored hits on the 

approaches of a bridge at Puehi with 1 , 000- pound borbs . 

PACD'IC .l.'ID SOOT~ PACIP'IC '!'HEI.TERS 

1 . Allied ground forces cO!"Dleted the occupation of Butjo Luo 

and li&uni Islands on 13 llarch. Artillery and 110rtaro shelled eneiG' 

poeitions BOO yards eouthwest of Pap1tala1. Livht enen-y air raids ... re 

reported against llcnote areo durin tht ni&ht of 12-lJ ~arch . 

On lin Britain llarint patrolt contacted eneru outposts five 

01U01 south of Tal&l!ea while ot her cround patrols, l onding at Linea Linea, 
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killed SS and cap~urod l2 on~ otracclora . 

Ck1 1) Korell 9) boeb<tro att.&eked cun positions at lrewak and 

eauaod larce fuel !irea and oxploo1ona at Brandi Plantation nearb1 . 

!i~ht (probably nine) ene~ planoo wore shot down wi~hout Allied loao . 

P-.39 ' • at~aoked gun positions at ll&dana . On northern New Brit.&in !ightar 

planes hit targets at Bangula Bay and machine.gunned villages in tho 

vicinity o! c_,odore Bay . 

2. South Pacitic -hero and !iibtaro damaged the euators -.bar! 

and ot.&rted largo tires and oxplcaiona in the Rabaul area on l2 llarch, 

deatroyi.na at least !our ot tl'.e aavon oneJQ' planeo encountered in tho 

air, aa nll aa another on the ground; two ot our !ighters are aiuing. 

Four P-.39's attacked gun positions on Shortland Island and two B-25'• 

bOilbod Buka with unobaorvod results . 

Tho en~ unoucceaatully continued to attack our perimeter at 

Torokina on 1) !.!arch; at leoot 200 Japan~•• wore killed . Allied artUlaey, 

air and naval units continued their bOI'Ibardtnent of en~ inotallat1ons . 

.). Tho War llepartatont haa approved tho request of General Hareon 

that officers or hie c-d, al~iblo tor rot.&tion but desirina to 

continuo in oervice in h1a theater, be returned to the CS on leave rather 

than ao a aattar o! rot.&tion provided that all .,ch leaves are includad 

within hie allotEont !or rotation . 

4. On ll Korcb 22 B-24 1s dropped Sl tone ot bombs on 'lrako leland . 

Four photo planes aoc011paniod tho ftliuion . Other Central Pacific plan eo 
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rslded Taro&, Wotje, !lauru, and PiJl«elap. 

A cround reconnaieaance unit found no Jape on Lib Island. Five 

ot the ei.x encountered by our llarinea on Ujae COilll'litted suicide; the 

eixth was captured . 

EAST£1UI FllOliT 

There woe little activity in the northern and central sectors or 

tho eaatem front on 14 !loren. South or Tarnopol, the Gemans have 

launched villorous counterattacks in an ertort to check rurt.;~r Soviet 

advances . The Red Andes have roached the &s River en a 40..,.11• front 

west and ooutl\west of o.an, and have 18tobl1ehed eeveral srall bridge-

heads on the western bank o! the river. The onoey is strcncly counter­

attackin • north or Kl\erson and east or Nikolaev to avoid encircler-ent 

ot his !orcas to the east. 
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During the ni&ht ot ll-12 lf&rch R.U' hea'7 baobero laic! ainoo ott 

tho weat coeat o! F>-anco and alon" tho Frioion Islands . lloequito 

'b<lmbore raided Oermon incluetrlal citiea; Ha..,.bw'g and llunohen-Oladbaoh, 

tho principal targets , received 19 and 11 tono respectively. 

The next dq, ~6 uneecortod B-24•o dropped 178 tons or bolnbo 

throuiJII an overcoat on a aU1tary objective in the Pas de Calaia area. 

There were no ene&lnters, only one ene:y aircraft beinp seen; all our 

bcaboro returned we~. 

Oh 1) lf&rch 281 eocortod 8th .l1r Force hea'7 bac:lbera wre 

diopotched to attack .Uitary inetallatior.a on tho northwest cout or 

France . 

lll'lDITERlW1EAJI 

1 . A ateMer carryinc ~ oarao and personnel waa torpedoed 111d 

C) oun1< 40 .. uea eoutb or Naplee on 9 ~arch . Three hundred and fi!ty US 

~ pereonne1 survived; five are dead and Sl are miasing . 

A record total or 7,!i07 tona or C&riO ..... Wlloaded at tho Ando 

beachhead clurine 10 llarcb . 

2 . Thirty- seven l.lliod bcabore hit tho raUrcad yards at Genoa with 

84 tona of boabo durin& tho ni~ht or ll-12 llarch; tour others attacked 

taraoto or opportunity in the """'' area. 

Seventeen A-20• a boftlbed Campo1oone, Cietema, raUroad targote 

at Oen&ano and motor transport north ot lloale; d&ht R.U' planea potrollod 
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durlna 12 llarch . Fighter aircrart dMqod two t're!4ht.ero ott tho Spaniah 

coae~, hit tho C.cina railroad br1dao &nd dos~royed one en""')' plano . 

J , No change 1n tho situation wao reported on either Italian bottle­

front during tho 24-hour period onding at noon on lJ llarch . Additional 

rointorco,onts arrived 1n tho Anzio beachhead. 

ASIATIC '!'HEATER 

1. DurinY 11 and 12 llarch 68 lOt.'> Air rorce codiw: and !l.vhtor 

booobaro atteckod oDell\)' one-onta, "'PJ>l¥ and a..unition <!usps, and 

linea o! c._unication in northern &raa. Thirty-six RAF divo-booobars 

c: and fighters attacked oneii\Y villa&ao along the upper Chincbrin River, 

acorod hito on tho Paukpin bridle, and deo~royed a bridge acroos tho Uu 

River. Twenty- tour additional divo-bonbera a~tacked eneey targets near 

( 

Suthidoung and Kaladan . 

2. In the Hukawng Valley durina ll and 12 llarcb Chinese forceo 

advanced along tho .aiD road to a poaition seven ailos south of WalaWbuo 

1ntl1otina ho&'f)' looses on thtt •n-o-; two Britiah-c:ado ar::K>l'ed caro and 

l&J'llO UIOW\to of .-unit ion • ro captured in tho area . Along tho .lrakan 

coaat, &-itiob troopo captured Buthidollnll and a vill-.:e two ailoo oaot 

o! ll&liJlidow; their advance continueo . 

J . Our China- booed aircraft on aoa awoepo crt tho northeastern 

coaot or French Indo-Ch~a bOmbed and machine-sunned buildingo on Weichow 

<: Tao Ialand and eccrod a diroct hit en a lSO-toot ""tal oro boat at 
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Co: Plla Port during ll ll&rch. 

PAC!J'IC A!.1l S011TI!l!EST PACITIC TH!AT!RS 

1 . US dimounted Cavalry forcee landAid on Butjo Luo and Hauwei 

Ielande in Saeadle~ ll&rbor !ollowl.nr artillery ehell1ng and naval banbard-

ment on 12 Karch; our forces on Loa Nogrce routed an enemy group holding 

hi&h ground on the weotern end of tho i tland . Twelve B-2$•e ~bed and 

ucb1ne-gunned roade and other t.araota in the Lorengau area. 

In the Saidor area our around forcee aet er.e:;r opposition at 

the aouth or the X..bera Rinr. 'lhore wu a litht en..-y air raid en 

Saidcr on the previous nieht •. 

On 12 Karch, 68 heawy, aediua and light bombers attacked aun 

poa1t1ons and supply areae at Boru ai.rdrcmo (1fenl<) with good results . 

A patroll1n~ B-24 attacked Karkar leland. 

2 . Twenty B-24•e and 24 B-2$'a eaeorted by 12 P- 36•s again hit 

Rabaul <ilring 11 llareh with 106 tons of bc>-.ba which oauaed considerable 

destruction in the town . ,....lvo P-LO•s otarted fires at Vunapope . 

Raecnnaiaeanoo -.,.. raidAid !Carton&, ll ... tanai, the nate auppl;y area, 

and !Cahll1 during tho dq . 

'lhree ~~&jor tn"'')' atteclca durin& 12 llarch "6aiost the center 

or cur Torckina beachhead wore repulsed . A conservative estia&ta or 

tho tn"'V dAiad tor tho last thrttt ~s 1a more than 1 ,000 . OUr euualtiea 

!or 1l llarch wore 22 kllle<l and 167 woundAid . Close support for theao 

operations was given by our naval and air !oroea; 160 Navy bomber~ hit 

tn""'Y gun positions alona tho northweot perimeter . Other South Pao1!1c 
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air aiaaicna attacked the llonoit.u lliaaion and lloaieetta areas and aco,..d 

hita on en~ barges in Xeravia ~. 

) . Marine forces occupied Wotho Atoll in the Varahalla on 10 

llarch. 

Forty A.rny and Navy planes ,..ided Mille, EmidJ, Taroa and 

Wotje with over 2' tone ot bo~be during 10 Warch . Reconnaisaance air-

craft destroyed a buUding at Pinaelap (Caroline lalande . ) . 

Tho northern and central aect.ora of tha aa.tarn t>-ont were quiet 

durin;~ 1) llarcb . In the southern aact.or, the Red Anoios creased the 

( Dnepr River and c.apturod Xheraon . 

( 

(i 
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050 Lollor, 0-S-71 

A. Oen=an b<Dber .. ., el.«htod over Iceland oo 9 !larch . ~luring tho 

nieht of 10-ll li8J'Ch, 106 RAF b<Db41re attecked Msburg, llirt1e1de and 

factories at Clel'll!ont-Ferrand and at Oaeun, an air<:r~ factory at 

Chateauroux, and a needle-bearing factory at Ricamarie . 

On ll ~. 121 escorted 8-17 ' • dropped 234 tone ot bombe 

and incendiaries on llunster uoing overcut b<>nbing technique; we 1oet 

one 8-17 and two figbtlre . '!hirty-tour B-24•e and 16 B-26•e attacked 

ailitary objectives in Franco . 

II!Dll'EP.RAltUII 

l. During ll !larch, lll eecorted 8-17 ' e dropped 313 tono ot b<rtlbe 

on the Padua railroad yards and ahot down 19 intercepting enemy aircraft; 

we 1oat th~e bombers and two tightera . Forty B-24 ' s bombed the rail-

road yards at Pontauieve and Prato . Ono hundred and twenty-two other 

heavy botatMtrs hit the Toulon harbor area with 289 tons of bombs scoring 

hUa on a destroyer, two cargo veo .. ll and aevtra.l eutmarinee . '!hirteen 

aneoo- planes • ere sbot down in conbat tor a loss of four B- 24•a . Lara• 

n,.b41rs or cedi"'" and ~t bcaber1 attecl<ed Italian railroad line• and 

IOOtor transportation u far north U norenco . Over 700 lieht baobors 

and fightora raided gun pooitione, IIUI'Jlly ~P• and bridgee within Oenoan 

battle poeitiona. Twenty-one figl\tore attacked &hipping n~ar Split . 

2. The eit uation remained unchanged at the A.ntio beachhead during 

the 24-hour period endin~ at noon on 12 I! arch . Enemy llircratt raided 

- 1 -



---APPROX. LIN[ OF GONTAC 

• •• , .. , .. ... ..... -

0 C0M"I.lD AMO Of!IA_.IIf lllf floU: MAI'fiCH Of 1tt1or.MCH N\10 A l t. ON 
UTHIOCMIIAitltD 1.H tHt: ,_lf'IIIOOUtTIOff "'-.OC. CliNt 



I)Kl)L~ISIJlllll 
O!D Lo\\tr, ~-&-?I 

thb eoct.or on t.he ni&ftt or 11 !larch without roported daaage . On the 

trano-It.elian b&ttle.!'ront no chance in J)Ooitione was reJ)Orted; an ene.,r 

raid againet our J)Ositions in tho Cauino oector was repulsed and three 

attempts to develop an attack aeainet our poeitions in the vicinity or 

Orsogna were broken up by a.rtillecy tire a. Allied petrols reported 

Oouerola, llontenerodoino, and lion to Rotonda and the area i.J:lmediatel,y to 

the aouthnat are free of the enemy. 

(1 ASIATIC Tl&TER 

G 

1. lOth .ur Force """'bare and !ichtort attacked eneo~T-fleld towne, 

poo1Uono, and Sl>pply point. in northern llunoa, boolbed airtieldo at Xatha 

and Indaw and att&c<ced rollin~ stock in tho llandalay area on 9 and 10 

llarch . The fo11owin~ day 12 P-J8• 1 attacked two a.1rdrcltu in the vicinity 

of Hoho, destroying nine eneey planee in com bot and six others on the 

around . 

RAF bombers raided oupply J)Ositions at \!ogaung and a nearby 

Japanese headquarters, enOIIJ' inst.ellationa in tho Buthidaung-l!aungdaw 

area and the rai.lroad station at Baaeoin b&tween 9 and 11 llarch . 

and fi6;hter planes of the U.th Air Force hit hancara and barracks at 

hnchanc, bonbed and -chine-gunned •Uital")l inetalleticns and daaoliehed 

a bridge northea.st o! Sienning, and eank one (probobly !our) ....U eur!aco 

craft . Our planes probably destroyed tan intercepting Jap !ightoro near 

Mkin~ . Threo P..Sl • a machine-aunned borracko and shipping near Foochow. 

- 2 ---
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'!breo P-hO•a eank a 200-foot treic)ltor at Han Ga,y and do:ugad a 251>-foot 

tre!«htor at Cu PhA Port. . In other operations cmrinr the da,y oix P-I.O•e 

attacked terseta of opportunity 1n nort.houtorn French In~a. 

PACITIC AND SOUTHJmlT PACIFIC THEATERS 

1. Our ground forces on Loa liegroo mot enomy resistance at tho 

weotem and ot the islAnd on ll "arch. A deatroyer shelled en~ gun 

poa1Uona near Lorengau and 12 B-2S•a bc•bed and JO&ch1ne-gunned other 

tanote 1n that area . 

On 10 l!arc.'J Allied plan., lank one (probably two) t.roop-laden 

bar'" orr cape Holl.unn, dasapd aovoral .all surface craft 1n the 

T1c1nity or Jacquinot Bay that n1rht, and attacked supply areaa near 

Oaamata. 

The next da,y heavy, medium, and li!lht b""bere attacked the 

Boram airdrome hittins the run"'J', diaporsal and supply areas and destroy­

ina a n~~r.~ber of parked air<:ratt . Twenty-eix (probably 32) intercepting 

ene~ planes were shot dawn; one bcaber and one tighter are 111asing . 

Auatralian planaa attacked tarsota on aouthem New Britain. 

2 . Intensive fill> tin& ,... reported alona the right Clank of our 

Torokina beachbead on 10 and ll llarch . '!be eneey also attacked 1n Corea 

aca1net tho cent..or but a counterattack reetored our positions . 

Ninetlan B- 24 • s, with !1P,htor .,cort. , atart.ed 111at1,1 !1ree with 

76 tone or boaabo dropped on targeta 1n tho Rabaul area on 10 llarch . 

!light P...J9 ' a orteotively bombed Shortland lelAnd . The following da,y 

- J -
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lliCLAI811fllll 
tBD ~'''"· &-&-?a 

1.6 B-2S' 1 ude haa'7 attacko a •ains~ Japanooo bUl poaitiono betwwn 

tho Torokina and saua Rivera, and prohabl¥ daatroyed an eno'V supplJ' 

dunp in that area . 

J . F1 t'teen B-24 • a dropped 010r1 than 22 ton a of bo:r.ba on I.anaar 

Ioland (Ponape) on 9 March. Other Central Pacific bombero hit Kuoa1o, 

Taroa (llaloelap), Wotje , and Jaluit . 

Th•ro wu no clwlgo on the nort.hen and cer.tral front.o O.r:l.nc l2 

lla.rcL In t.he aouth, Soviet !orcea have cut tho reUroad running 1outh 

troa Pro&kurov. Sout!Jnst o! Oo&n, tho 118d 4m;f l>u reached the l!uc River. 
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Durlr.C the 111cht or 9~10 llarch, 43 !Ill' Lancuters ll&de a well­

concentrated attack on an airorart factory near Yareeilles . Eight 

Woequito bambero attacked Dusseldorf with unobeerved results . 

1. ~ing 10 llarch, 24 B·26•a att.&cked the Orvieto railroad bridie 

while llS ~2S•a and ~26's hit t>o Ti~i.na and Littorio ralln>ad 

yarcle with good results . 'lbirt,-aix diw-balbers attacked r&ilroad 

!acllitiee at llontalto di Castro and Za~>arolo. Sotte JSI> fighters 

attacked gun positions, troop concentrations and t&oko and !lew patrol 

( lliuions in the beach.>,ead area . 

( ) 

2 . On the 11th only patrol activity, artillery tire and a light 

enemy air raid ~ reported in the Anaio beachhead . With improved 

weather on the main battle front patrol activity baa increaoed. 

ASIATIC '!'IlEA TER 

1 . the Briti.ah continued their of!onai .... alor11 the Arakan cout 

durin!: 9 and 10 ll&r<:h to a point •ora than ti•e .nos south o! lleWlldsw• 

1n tho l!llk&""'! Valley Chineae and Aaarican forcea have joined in tho 

Walawb~a area. American troopa report ha•ing killed •or• than SOO 

Japaneee; our 1oues wore seven killed and )7 wounded. 

2 . lL th Air Force fi4thtor-boolbera durinJ! 9 and 10 llaroh lett a 

( 1, 700-ton cargo vssss1 burning near C&lll Pha Port and destroyed a tusl 

- l -
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• D.ICLAIBrrlJ:II 
OlD Lotter, &-1·11 

duo!!> and dlaaged bulldinn at tho 'l'oichow leland airdr<loe . In a -P 

onr northoaatorn FNnch Ind<H:hina they acorod hito on buildinao at 

Cao llf.n&, bCIIbed and uchino-gwulad two ••di•-ahad veuolo at Ron Otiy 

and deatroyod a b&M'acko at Luc Nu . !luring tho n:lfht of lo-U !larch, 

aix B-24 • o hit tho Kowloon docks at Hong kong . Throe Japanese plan eo 

attacked our Kwoilin ail-dl'o~~:o dal!laging two fighters . 

P.t.CIJI'IC AliD SOUTHWEST PACIFIC '!IIE.t.TERS 

l. Our forces in tho .t.<biraltiaa continued to consolidate their 

poait1ona en 10 llarch . .t.t Talaoea 0<1r pooit.iona are new secure n-o. 

Bit.olcara to the airfield ancl aoppin~ up continuea . .t. light. tank in a 

lanclina craft tired on and sank an •n• bars• w1 th 7$ oboarcl otr Capo 

Hollmann . 

Durin& 9 llarch ou r ni&ht patrol bombers sank a 2, 000- ton vosool 

in Hollandia a.y and left onotllor bumin• nearby. RAAF bombers attacked 

oupp1;y areas near Gas~rat.a and ""all craft. near !lido Bay. The tollowina 

( : day 19 B-24•s bOClbod tho Lorengau area; throe other planes ! ailin.; to 

reach their target. boolbed an alt.arnat.a taraot. near Gasuta cauoina a 

0 

lara• explosion. 'l'nhe 8-2$• a bcab.d and aachino-pnned targoto elena 
tho north coaat ot lil&ma Island. 

2 . .t. total ot 4$ baaoy and aadi,. -bora operating over tho Raboul 

area attacked clocl<o, otora;a buUdinga, an air otrip, and targeta ot 

opportunity; oaall bCIIber 10heiona hit tho Kaviona runwa,y, attacked 

targota on Buks and southem Bougainvillo and oeriouol;y dal!laged two 

- 2 -
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O&D Liller, 6-B-7a 

...U veoeele o!! <lreomrich Ialand, on 9 llarch . 

On 10 March, South Pacific B-2S•o bor.bed Japanese inatallationa 

on Bougainvillo in oupport or Allied rround operotione . 

The enoiJIY continued to exert pro .. uro against our per:lllloter 

at Bougainville . 

EASTERN FRONT 

The Oenoans launched etronp attacks on 11 Jlarch againat the So'liot 

bridilehead at Narva . The So'liota attacked near OltroT and Orsha alcna 

tbo nonb central sector. In tho south ati!tenod Gerr.an reslatance rr .. 

Tarnopol to Vinnl.tse hald the Rod Azw;y to alicl>t gaina, but on the 

{ rnaindu or the eouthorn trent a !creed Oenaan withdrawal 1a under '"¥· 

The So'liete are within 17 lllilea ot tho Bua R1 var near Oman and within 

19 ~ilea ot the ship-buildins center or N1kolaev. 
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?SD Lotter, 6·1· 11 

1 . ~ing the nieht or 8-9 llarch, Allied p1anea baaed in t he 

lliddlo-lut aet a 300-root d .. tro,..r eecort afire and dauged a al"all 

veuel in the Aegean Sea . Tho following de,y Allied planeo over Italy 

attacked railroad lines at oa .. o and llontalto d1 Castro, ahippin, ott 

Leghorn and destroyed two anoi!IY planoa while on reconnaisoanco patrolt 

over aouthom France . Seventy-two med111111 bomber• attacked San Stefano 

and a bridce at l!ontal to d1 Castro . L~,ht and tiebter bomber• raided 

the Capranica rail.road stati cn and tank .-pair depote eut or I!Qoe . A 

total or 19S P-1:0•. attacked Oenran run inat&llationa between &r.! and 

tho beachhead. 

2 . .Ul aectoreor the Italian battlefronts were generally quiot 

during 10 llarch, with both aidea activel y patrolling. '!'he enei!IY heavil y 

eholled Anzio and our VI Corps headquarters during the morninr or 9 llarch . 

'!'he regroupins or .Uliod !orcee continued. Elements or a 

French lloroccan llountain Divieicn and a British Infantry Division, both 

ot which have arrived recontly in Ital¥, entered the linea on the Oarie­

li&no b-ont or the Fitth l..rrtq to relieve corroaponding units in that 

aect.or . 

). Bri~tadier General Ban,_in F. Oiloo aaaumed c_,d or tho Onitad 

Statoo Arw/1 Forces in the llicldlo But on 10 llarch 1944, releaain& llojcr 

Otnorel Ralph Royce !or duty with tho 9th Air Force . 

ASIATIC THF.ArER 

1. Tho lOth lir Force dealt a deetructivo blow to enemy air etrencth 

- 1 -
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~·n L~tter, ft-1·71 

in Bunoa on 8 llarch wllen the ~2S'a and 2S P-Sl'e destroyed )2 (probabl,y 

44) anu;y aircratt on t.lle sroWld at airtielda in the rieinit)' ot 511-Qbo; 

one (probably three) eore were ohot do'orn in aerial c011bat . Nona ot our 

plane a ware reported ae loat on thoaa •iaaiona. Otner 11edium and tiBhter 

bombara attacked bridgea in tho vicinity o! Shadusup; o1x B-24 •a e!!ectivaly 

attacked a large c!tice area and an airdroole at Tavey . The RAF raided 

an-.y co.ounicatione in northweat Burma and inatallationa north o! Tcungoo, 

at llonywa and Shftbo . 

2 . Ttlirtaon ~2S• a or t.lla 14th l.1r Force eacortad b)r 2b Chinese 

P-1.0• e bOilbad a !cun<by and !loatinB clocks at Shihll1rei,y&o en th lower 

Y&n&tse, cruring 9 llarch, and probabl7 aank a 2$0-!oot gW>boat in the 

Yicinity; n lost two fightaro, ona or wnich 1e believed to hovo landed 

in friendly territory. 

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATEnS 

1. During 6 and 9 llarch, 15' B-24•• and 21 B-2S•o orrectively b011bad 

and aachine-gWllled eneo;y inatallation. in tho Seeadlar Harbor area. Allied 

aircra!t oupporting cur II.,. Britain oporaticna attacked ter•eta in tba 

Yicinity o! Talaaoa, Capo Roakina and Oaaaata . On liP Guinea 12 ~24•a 

bOilbad !Jacua aird:-oooe thro\lih a cloud co-tar; 28 light and fiBhtar bOll~ 

bOilbad and u.chine-gunned A tabla Yil.J.qo in the Ra= Vallq. 

A patrol bo.ber forced a 2,000-ton veaoel ashor e at Humbolt 

Bay with a near odaa, probably oank a omal1 freighter and doatreyad two 

bargao along the northern Np Ouinea cout . 

- 2 -
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DICLAIIIrtD 
OlD Lot ter, 6- 1-11 

cauol.nc a tow cao\laltiea and aincr "'-"Co which included tbo doatroctian 

ot ono botober b)' fire. 

2 . OUr forces on Loa Hesroa continued mcppinp up operations clurl.nc 

9 lla.rcb ; the nor thern end of tbo i.oland 11 reported clear of the ene"'Y . 

0\lr convey uaed Seeadler llarbor that ~ without en""'' opposition . Patrola 

on the aouth coast of New Britain h.avo reached the Johanna River area. 

'lbo llilla\lllea Penins\IU force occupied 'l'alaoea and the air strip to tho 

ooutlmlat . Patrols on the northoaat l!ew Guinea coast ad-vanced nat about 

two ailoa against sl:l&ht •MillY oppoaition. 

3 . South Pacitic air •iaaiona total inC 89 hea¥7, udiu.- and tipbter 

C baftbers attacked Rabaul on 8 llarch with 1)4 tone of bcaha cauatns explo­

liona and large tires . One B-25' waa shot down by antiaircratt fire . 

Close air support or cur 'l'crckina beachhead for ces was supplied 

by U8 Navy planes; ether Allied aircraft hit ene"'Y bivouac areas 1n 

oouthwootern Boueal.nvUle and baa bed the llulca 1'UJT'Q¥. 

b . In BougainvUle, tbo JaponoM attacked tho center sector ot 

our beachhead perillleter dur1nc the nl.tht or 8-9 llarch; a ~ penetration 

waa of!octed but. our !orcoa roclucod tbo oaliant and roeat.abllahed their 

lino the next ~. Close air oupport ttftet.ivol,r attacked en81!,1 (Wl 

pool tiona, and tire ~ d11troyere cOTorod tho beacheo and tdt Japaneeo 

1natallat.1one near our per iaotor . 

S. Durins the nipbt ot 7- 8 ltarch and the next ~ 6S Central Paoit1c 

( airoroft attacked lt1lle, 'l'aroa, l!loidj, Kuoaio ancl llotj e wit h S2 t ons or 

- ) -
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boaba. 

EASTERN FRONT 

On the Russian front fighting continues in the city of Tarnopol, 

where the Germane are offering stubbom resistance. The enemy has 

evacuated the town of lllaan . In the ICrivoi Rog sector the Soviet& are 

advancing southwest along the rail.road toward8 llikolaev. There was 

little change elsewhere on the Eastern front • 

- 4 -



c 

-

~ DJ!PAJ!m!!t 

!!!ill OP"llJ.!IOMAL SUQ!ARY 

No. 821 

0?00 llaroh 9 to 0?00 llorch 10, 1 q44 



ELBA II . 
~I 

SAN 

' CORSICA 

CENTRAL ITALY 
0 St0 to 10 4 0 M •o 1'0 N .0 100 

SARDINIA 

-~, ~~~~~~ .................. ~~~) .............. . 
.. , .. u,Jt JtO '"" t'ltll) ~ 
U OCTOICit tt • a 

• I 

,, 

.... ..... 
ltl~O.OII 



~ 
MilLAIITFtlll 

~~D Letter, &-3·71 

In a prerlouol,y unreported •S..aion tor 8 llar<:h, 7.3 B-26• s uda a 

aacond auccesa!Ul attack on tha Soaaterburs airdrome in the Netherland&. 

Two B-26• a crashed in England aa a raeult or a mid-air oolliaion. Our 

bombera over Berlin that day claill h2 (probably .$6) enemy planes in 

addition to the 86 (probably 98) daatroyad b)' our !i.(obters. 

On the followinc day 608 aacortad US heavy bombers llll&in took 

ott for the Berlin area and attacked the Fr-1edrichetraeae etation in tl.e 
. 

city, the .lrado aircraft factorr in BrandanburJ and targets of opportunity. 

Senn o! our -ber• and one fi&ltter ere .lasing. No eneo;;y aircr&!t were 

l . Allied planoa bombed San Stefano, Italy, patrolled the An;io 

beachhead and raided Santorin leland (Aa&ean area) on tho night or 7-8 

llarch . Seventy-<Oight medium -bera attacked the port o! SM StefMo 

and the Orte and Tiburtina railroad yard& on the 8th . L~t bo:obera 

and !l.(hter• attacked gun poeit1oll8 and 110tor tranaport around the beach­

head and enerv lines of _,ication .. tar north .. the PI> nlley. 

Fitteen erut."")' aircraft were reported Oftr the Anlio beachhead dllrinf the 

2. l.lliecl ground !orcea in Italy reported only patrolllne and 

artillery activity during 9 March . The title "Allied Amiea in Italy" 

haa replaced the daaignation "1.111od Central lleditorranean Foro ... • 

- l -
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l. Four B-251 e o! the lOth .ur Forco wrecked the central epan o! 

the SHtang bridge on 6 II arch . A •1al1on or oix B-2h • a cauaed a lar&e 

axploaion at the Bangkok areenalJ other B-24•e ralcled the Pegu railroad 

yarcle , northeaet or Ranaoon, and ,.1nod tho anchorllj!e at Kham Ya1 leland, 

1n tho Cult' o! Siam. Sl.ghteen fi&htor planes attacked targete 1n tho 

aroa betloeen lly1tlcy1na and llainglnfan. RAJ' bcoabere started "'0DY firea at 

) tho Heho e1rt1eld, 1n control ~. and attockod llla::>o a.od Ingon to tho 

north; !ichtore uchino-gunnod throo airdromeo 1n tho Ticinit)' or Rancoon, 

doatro)'in~ two (probabl)' !our) onftl)' aircraft on the ground !or a loas 

o! one Boauiicbter . 

On 7 llarch. 26 US planes udo baroesing attacks 1n the lt'alawtna­

Shaduzup area . Four B-24' a oank or dam&god throe .. ed1u:n-oized tre1shtare 

at Siohang Ioland and hit nearby oil 1netallat1ono. The principal RAJ' 

miaaion wao an attack by nino lt'ell1n&tone on tho Aniaakan airfield; however 

moro than 100 additional aortiea ,..,. nown against river and road o"""''lni­

cationo, 1n tho eourae of which tho llu River bridge woo clemaged. 

2. Dlr1ng 7 and 8 lloreh, Britieh Coree a along tho J.rak., coaat 

,...,..ed the o!tenoive, puohi.nc tbrouch !Atndot and c:apt.urin& po11t1ono 

cuttin& tba Buthidaung-tlaunad&w rood to tho oouth. In tho RuJcawna Vallo)' 

Chino eo troope captured throe towno to the aouth of llainglnfan . An un­

oucooeotul attack on US pooitiono north or lt'alawbum coat tho Japanoao an 

oatimated )00 dead. In potrol activity olonhero 61 or the en~ "re 

killed near Fort Whi te, Tiddila, and Su:nprabUII . 

- 2 -
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1. On lw BritaiD, ..,.1M• croaMd '-he 'IU.l.al.la '-nlrlnla Gl.rt.rw 

t.h• "lch" of 7-3 brGh at!d N&ChM a poin1. cot ailt nortbweet or U..1r 

objeoU.,., tal.a..Ma. 011 8 Ka:rc:h ~-~• of ow Loe W.Croa W..U te-rce 

au Wil•• bc:l&oe4 Uw Bo:rq a!.J'd.ror• aril\c 1 Kuob. All.1e-c:t 

bcabtrt e.ncs ti.«h~r• O'ft-r lfn !rlt&in at.t.aektd T&luta a::d a a.eaJ'b7 

vlllqe., and aac.hiM11JMed ba.zoa .. 1n ~M vloinlt.y ot C&pe Holik in•. 1bl 

tollowinc dq 1.) 8-~ '• bOmbed ai.rdroue and dlt\f'07td a bridit new 

Jrl'ubia and thot. ~ 17 (probably 27) 1ntercopt.ln& tnlfiiT planeaJ n lost 

ont 8-2~ , P'ittY"'!our Al.l.led b~• ~d. !if:hwre nt..acktel ~1 'IillA«• 

and t.arr,et.• al.Otll the New Ouinea cout. t'rOit Bov.ad.JS. to lit..ape. Pat.rol 

bollbert ra16td Bl.bct, laialna and Tial.b 1n Dut.oh N..- Ov.1Ma, and f1&.ht.er 

p.lcl.t lMMbK .nd aa.cb.1.ne~d the .. ~r t'J-ol\t. at. S.\alaldd Sn the 

Ta.ntat.n. 

~ wppl.T and bl'WJC&e a.r-eas in Joac&inYllle • 7 hrcll. Two aiaal.ou, 

or~e ot 21t e.2S•• and 'tllt other o! 11 N.&'f7' bcrft.en , hi'L tht Tobera and 

I.akw\&1. air~t eat,~,a~ la.r&• til"tta at bot.h tan:tt.t. A B-21. and 12 

tiehWn raided Rabaul a.nd 24 heawy bC*I~n l•t:t. t.ht I"\Jtnrrla at. Par.apai 

W1tiM'1C..able . NaYJ pl&l\tl dMqtd thiD1nl in t.ht ,... area. 

) . On 6 March 17 C.n\.ral Padtio boe'bert a.nd tsch\.t.ra a t.t.aoktd 

ahoN lnt\&ll&t.iottl -.nd aaeb~d .all YetHlt at. MUb, Jline 

- J -
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S- 25'• bombed tho Wo~jo rumroy area and !our B-34•• raided Taroa . Tho 

toUowing day, 49 A"'l)' and Navy boo>bora and !iKMero dropped 33 tone o! 

bOll be on tar~~ote at Jaluit Atoll . Ilia done total ill& 45 aircraft attacked 

Tarot, IIUlo, 11otjo, and Kuoaie . 

Eniftt.ok J.t.oU wu attacked b7 on-.r pl&tlos for an hour &tid a 

hal1' 0!1 tho ni(ht ot 7-8 Uarch . !lo c!aoa8o roollltad at Eniwet.ok leland; 

at Erlgebi a lart!o tiro and many explooiono occurred. 

EASTERN FllONT 

South o! Nana Oorman counterattaoko auocooded in reducing tho euo 

o! the Soviet bridcohoad acroos the Naron Rh·or on 9 !larch. Southout 

of Vitabsk and out o! Oraho Gel'JIAlls countora~tockod t.o check Soviet 

preeaure . Eaat o! 11o11Uov, ~he !14d Iorey launched n.,.. attock& without 

changing the oit uation . Farther south , Soviet !orcoa ore fightinp within 

tho city o! Tarnopol and are roduc1ng tho Oorman salient around Proakurov . 

Soviet advances o! 10111 magni~ude wore mado along the rOI!lllndtr o! the 

oouthern front, particlllarly 1111st and oouthwoot o! Kr1vo1 Reg . 

The liar Dcpartr.lont h&a directed th&~ heavy baolboro retired trooa 

oombat in eart&in overeeaa thaatera bo returned to the US ~ed1atel7 tor 

uoo 1n trainin~, thus obviatinP tho nocoooity tor diverting new heavy 

bOIIbera tor thia purpoeo. 
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D!CLASSU'IIll 
OSD Letter , 0-S-72 

Orders have been issued for the movement of the Headquarters, XII 

Corps (Vajor General Q, R. Cook) from Fort Jackson, North Carolina, to 

an eastern port of embarkation, for shipment to the European Theater of 

Operations. 

EUROPEA!l TREATER 

1 . An ene~ plane over Iceland on 7 March is believed to have been 

badly damaged by antiaircraft fire at Seydisfjordur. 

2. A mission of 265 RAF bombers attacked the Trappes railroad yards 

southwest of Paris during the night of 6-7 March. Small numbers of RAF 

planes also raided Hanover, Cella, Kiel, Krefeld, Urdingen , and carried 

out offensive patrols over France, the Low Countries and northwest 

Germany. 

During unfavorable weather on 7 March, 112 B- 26 •s, out of 291 

~ dispatched by the 9th Air Force, bombed Conches airdrome and other targets 

in France . Eighteen light bombers supplemented these operations . 

That night 200 RAF bombers dropped more than 1 ,000 tons of 

bombs on Le ~!ans through e heavy overcast . Thirteen Mosquitoes made 

scattered raids over Germany. 

Six hundred and eighty-two 8th Air Force heavy bombers , escorted 

by 897 fighters, heavily bombed the Elmer ball-bearing plant in Berlin 

aa well ae the cit y itself during 8 Uarch . Photographs indicate that 

the Elmer plant is now out of operation. Eighty-three (probably 93) 

- l-
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enMtY planes .,..re destroyed by our !ij!h~re alone ; our losses were )8 

bo11bera end 18 lighters . 

In support of the 8th Air Force operations the 9th Air Force 

diapatched 11&2 B-26• e qainst Nethorlende airdro.-es at Voll<el end 

Soesterbors; excellent results were obtained. No air opposition wu 

encountered and all or our B- 26• a returned. 

l. Durina the n18ht of 6-7 ll~h Allied light bombers end fighters 

attacked t&TSete between Rome and the beachhead. British planee in the 

Middle Sut bl.,. up a • a.rehouae at S)ITOa, laid llines orr Syroe end Rhodee 

and bombed Santorin leland. 

On 7 !Ierch, 80 B-171 s escorted by 72 P- J8•a dropped 11&,) tone 

or bombe on Toulon . Our planes reported aood bombing resul ta and tha 

destruction o! t..a (probably four) eneey aircra!t in combat , The same 

dq 2SL escorted B-2L•s dropped a total o! $61 tons o! bombs on Orvieto, 

Fabrica d1 Rcra, t..o Viterbo ai.r<lroNe and on railroad yards at Ponta .. ieve, 

Fiorentino, Prato and l'l>i&ibone1 . One hundred !i!tean B-25'• ancl 8-26•e 

attacked the Littorio and Ostia rail centere and J6 other udiua boabera 

raided the harbor at San Ste!ano, Strona !omations o! light bombers and 

fighters attacked the raclar station on llonta Cr isto, bombed the Littorio 

airdroor.e, attacked railroad !acilitiae at Terni, Civitavecchia and other 

pointe in central Ital;r, and hit. 110tor tranoport between Rome and Avoueno. 

More than 1,60) aortile ,...., nown durtna the dq. 

- 2-
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2. During illprovin& weather and despite intendttent enem;y shelling 

on 7 itarch, $,000 tons of supplies qre discharged into the beachhead at 

An&io. Reports covering the 24- hour period ending at noon t he next da,y 

indicate that our forces there repulsed minor enemy attacks against the 

center of the line . Elsewhere on tho Italian battlefronts no significant 

changes developed. 

) • Solte 2S enemy aircraft attacked an lllied convoy off Algiers 

( on 8 lofarch. No daaage or casualties were reported and our fighter cover 

ahot down four of the raiders !or a loss or one plane . 

( 

( 

0 

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS 

l . Units of our lst Cavalry Division extended their control over 

Loa Negros during 7 March, pushing west to capture Papitalai Mission. 

Enemy installations and gun positions at Seeadler Harbor were bombarded 

by cruisers and destroyers and attacked by six B-24' s . Hostlle aircraft 

attacking the l.t01tote area that evening dropped eight bombs which caused 

a few casualties but no material damage . In Nn Britain, Army patrols 

trc. Arawe r eached Rein Bay on the north coast; the Marines who landed 

near Talasea on 6 llarch consolidated their poaiticne and were in contact 

with the eneJI\Y. On the northeast New Guinea coast, patrols from the Yalau 

beachhead advanced Yest to Cape Rigny and east to J.tindiri extending our 

control of the coastline t o a point )$miles west of Saidor . 

2 . On 6 Karch, 24 B-24•e escorted by 12 P-J8•s bombed the Kaviena 

region, destroying bullclinaa in the town proper and leaving the airfield 

-) -
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unaerdcea't>le . A aiaaion of 24 B-2S' e, with f'iiht.er escort, scored hit a 

on the ,..ve-nt area at To't>era and two B-2L • a attacked Rabaul . Ot.her 

South Pacific air llliasiona attacked L&kun&1 (R&'t>aul), the llonoitu lliaaion, 

an area east o! tho Saua River, and Sorakan Plantation on BougainvUle, 

o.nd Allan& en Shortland leland . 

Japanese light and modi.,. artillery fired concentrations into 

our Torokina beachhead on 8 !larch, obtaining hite near the air stripe at 

Piva . Counterbattery fire 1a reported to have silenced aoo:e of the en"'-7 

euna . Hostile li&ht aachine-aune and artillery also placed fire a on unit a 

in the central sector of our de!en .. perJaetar . 

3 . Reconnaiaaance plane a dropped Jt tons of boaba on Wal<e leland 

durinc S llarch . 

EASTERII FI()NT 

There was no si&ni!icant chance in the situation on tho Eastern 

Front <brine 8 llarch . 

- 4-
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1 . Directives have been issued for t he movement of the 98th 

Division to Hawaii . It is planned that the shipping which carries this 

unit to Hawaii will move the JJd Division from Hawaii to the Southwest 

Pacific Area. 

2. Four US B-34 1 s bombed the Paramushiro area during the night of 

5-6 March with unobserved results . 

EU!iOPEAN THEATER 

Additional details of the US attack on Berlin on 6 March reveal 

that 6o9 8th Air Force heavy bombers , wit h 6U5 fighters f r om the 8th, 

9th and Royal Air Forces as escort , dropped more than 1,$00 tons of 

explosives and incendiaries on the German capital. Six:ty-three other 

B-17' s and B-24 ' s attacked targets of opportunity, including the textile 

factory at Wittenberge where good results were r eport ed. Our bombers 

and f ighters destroyed a total of 175 (probably 226) enemy planes . 

8th and 15th Air Force missions for 7 March were cancelled 

due to unfavorable weather . 

MEDITERRANEAN 

1. On 5 !larch six RAF B- 26•s on an anti- shipping mission encountered 

12 enemy pl anes near Santorin I sland . In a combat lasting 60 minutes , 

four enelllY planes were shot down; we lost three . The remaining planes 

- 1 -
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~bed a aerchant vessel and three eacorta near Santorini an the return 

trip one additional B-26 was loot in another aerial •l'l8ageoont . Sixteen 

RAF !'ightere attacked air!'ielde in Creta during tho day deatroyinc ~hrto 

(prob&bl;y four) plane e. 

rail communicatione nortbeaat of Raoe dlaa&in& !reigbt cars, locoaotivoo 

and trucks . Ono hw\dred and thirteen US tigbtore attacked Oet'IW\ 

ortillery positions north of tho beachhead, and 253 Allied tightore patr ol­

led the Ansio area. Weather ag&in grounded our he&\')' and ,.odiwa bombora . 

J , '!he An&io beachhead ..... quiet ~in, 7 ll&rcb; relief or front­

line m~ite 1a prc~~rueing. Zleaento of a Britioh division troa tho ana 

south of Caseino have arrived 1n th11 sector. 

Along tho trans-Italian battle line the Fifth ~ maintainod 

normal patrolling and both sides continusd hsr .. sing tires . A regroup ins 

J/ 

of Allied torcea it being carried out in this area. Bad weather restricted 

patrol activi t1 along tho Eighth .lnooy front. 

ASIATIC TIIEATER 

1. On 4 llarch, American troops in northern Butta captured Walaw-

bUll. '!he tollowing day they repulsed an oneJIIY attempt to croae tho 

lloabyu River northweet or tho tcnm . Chino10 toreee captured llaingkwan 

and Al.llod patrolo lllbuehod an Bni!IQ' party twent:r aile& south of S.-pr&bwo, 

killin& 27 and wwndin& 20. 

2 . lOth l.ir Forco •oci1wo and tigbtar bomboro attacked railroado 

- 2 -
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and wppliea ne&r Seton and the l&nd1z>& at.rip at Shnbo durin& ) and b 

llarch. The tollcnrl.ng de.r tighter bo.b<lra attacked stores, &"" poaltiona 

and reilwa,y inat.allationa near Shincban and ll;yitkyina. I!AF booob<lra 

attacked the to1m ot Bh.,.o that ~~ li&htar airor&.Ct hit a Japanese 

headquarters near Kyaukt.aw and enomr positions near Buthidaung during 

the 6th . 

) . Four B-25•e ot the lbth .Ur Force on a sea sweep ot TonsJ<ing 

Oult dastroyed a Japanese tloatplano and sank a 125- foot •otor launch 

near lion G&;r on 6 llarch . 

P.I.ClflC AliD SOU'mliEST PACIFIC TII!ATC/lS 

1. liS forces on Los Naaroa during 6 llarch pushed north to Salo.-.1 

Plantation and eet.ablished a beach poaition !acing Seeadler Rarbor . 

OUr .roreee aleo occupied the villeae o! Porlaka, west of llomote airdroo:e , 

'llhere enemr naval guns and searchlight aquipouont wore captured. The 

ialand ie now under our control and the llomote L1r strip is rea<!;y tor 

u.. . In eupport or these operation&, 17 B-25•s ba:bed and aachine­

cunnad tbo plantation areas on tho north end ot tbe island and other 

Allied planes attacked enOIQ' positions aa tar wut as Lorengau; a dut1'07V, 

bo.bing t'roa close range, dooetroyed on~ coaat&l ""'" on IIIDrni leland 

near Loranaau . Our casualties aa reported on 6 ll&rch totalled 103 dead 

and w.h wounded; 1 , 179 of tha anemr have b<len killed . 

In New Britain a !Iarina battalion, reinforced with med1Ulll tanka 

and amphibious tractors , landed near Taluoa agLinst light opposition, 

- 3 -
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aocur1n~ a beachhead on17 16S lliloa by air traa Rabaul . An1:f pat.rola 

on t.ho eout.h coast ,.....ehed Aqot'izlc, 28 llilu eas~ o! Ar....., , Australian 

planee 1\lpported these operation• . To the net l) B-24 • s llooobed A war 

and Nubia airdromes on the northeast coaet or New Guinea and seven Dutch 

B-2$•• attacked Toeal (Kei Is . ); ono medium b~bor is missing . 

2. llurin8 5 l:arch ten B-24•• hit Rabaul rlth 34 tons of bombs; 22 

B-2$• I attacked the nortbnot ohoro or S:l.mpaon Rari>or atartinl' rin firoe 

in tho wharf area . Thirteen of our heavy bol'bers started several firee 

at Tobara with 50 t.ons or trapentation boo:bo. l'ive planes ...,ro observed 

bu.rnina in the roveto>ent area; "" loot one B-24. Bot;lOP was hi t by 1) 

other Allied planes durina tho dq wit.h excellent. results . 

One ltundrod and ninety Navy planee booobed snem;y concentrations 

near Kuraio llission and troOp and supply areas in tho upper Torokina River 

valley. Siar Plantation in northeaetorn Bou~ainville and l!onoitu lliuion 

in ~he eouthem portion of the leland were hit by three P-38• a and 16 

P-)9' e, reopeetiv~; one plane 'II'U loet to ant1e1rcra1't tire . 

The Groen Ialand runn;r wu reported in use on 6 llarch . 

3 . im'ing 5 llareh, 13 B-24•a, att.acking l'on&pe with 30 tons ot boaba, 

caueed a large explosion in the al.l'cllu:o area; two others hit the al t.ar­

nat.a t.argota or llille and ltusa1e . IU&ht 8-2$•• boabod islands near 'h.roa 

and other aircraft reided Eloidj, 111llo and llotje . 

EASTER.~ FRONT 

There -• no change on tho nortl\em front during 7 llareh . To the 
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I8D Letter, b-S-7a 

ooutb, the SoTieta oat&bluhod a aall bl'id&ot.ad acroas the llrut Rivor 

near Rocachev and ude othn llinor Baint aout.hout of Shepeto.l<& and 

near Kr1vo1 Roc · 
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IIZCt.Aurrm 
OtD Lotto~. ~.~ 72 

Directina were iaaued for t.ha IIOYM&nt O! \.he 79th In!antry 

Dirlolon {l!&jor General Ira T. Wyche) tr<>oa C...,p Phllllpa, K&nsaa, to 

an eastern port ot embarkation tor further aovement over oeao. 

Orders have &lao been ieeuod tor tho trano!or o! the 6Stb 

In!antry Regiaent (Puerto Rican) tr<>oa ita temporary assignment in tho 

United States to the North African The&t8r o! Operations . 

!UIIlPEAll TIIEU'!I.!t 

On 4 llarch )0 B-17' a or tho 8t.h Air Force attecl<ed their priaary 

t&'"iet, southwest Berlin, with 67 tone ot ""-bs; 219 others dropped ~S 

tons on Bonn, Cologne, ~saoldort and other t&lllets . Fi!teon (prebabl,y 

2S) on~ planes were shot dawn; we loat lS bombers and 2S or their 

oaoorting fightere . That eamo dq ee Allied medium, ll8ht and fighter 

bombers attacked military objoetivee in the Calaie-Abbeville- Rouen area 

with 100 tone or high explooivoa . On the nieht or 4-S Karch, 20 Mosquito 

bo&bero haraued Berlin, ~ieburg, Kretold and 10111tary objectiveo in 

tho CharboU'll area . 

On S Karch a total ot 16) B-24 • 11 01corted by 2S7 tightaro , 

bo&bed t.ho Borgerac, Cocnac, Londae da Buaoac and Lo Roche ~~ in 

France . Twent.)'-oavon (probabl.)' .3S) '"lillY plana• were ehot down; we loot 

tour b0111bere and tivo tighter pl.antl . Tiro hundred and seventeon B-26•o 

operated against eroaa-cbannel ti'"Kotl . 

The 6t.h Air Foree diepatehod 8lS hoavy baabers and 92S tighter 

planoe againot Berlin on 6 llaroh . Prolillinary reports indicate that tho 
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D!OLA88triD 
080 LeLter, e-3-71 • 

Bosch electric equipment works, the Daimler- Bene airplane engine works 

and tara:ats in the center ot the city were boabed. Air opposition enroute 

to the target was etrong but ver,y few enemy planes we,.. encountered over 

Berlin. At least 12) enemy plAnes were shot down; we lost &; heavy bombere 
and 1) fighters . 

The 9th Air Force dispatched )09 medium and light bombers 

~ainst &irdrou;ee and ailitu:y objectiYes on the Continent durinr the 

day. 

1 . Unfavorable weather curtailed air operations in Italy during 

S llarch . Eight P..40•s baabed the town ot Pontacorvo and 12 A- )6•a attacked 

( road!! and buildings at Formia. Allied fighters patrolled the Anzio area 

( 

and attacked SIIAll cratt near Split, on the Dalaatian coast, sinking one 

boat . RA.F 'Kellingtons damaged another vessel eouth of Leghorn. 

2 . At the beachhead aggressive patrolling continued during 6 llarcb; 

enemy shelling was on a reduced scale . On the X Corps front a minor 

enllll!Y atteck supported by artlller,y and aortar !ire forced the withdrawal 

of an outpost o! our 88th Db is ion at Santi Co a ina e Ilallliano. There was 

sharp fighting in the vicinity of Cassino. On the Eighth Army ftont a 

local attack northeast o! Oraogna waa repuls ed by British troops . Artlllezy 

was active on both aides in the nor thern coastal sector. 

ASIATIC THEATER 

l . IAiring 3 llarch lOth Air Foree planes carried out numeroua missions 

- 2 -
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US t1cbters hl.t 't'illqea on tbt Arakt.o cout south of Aqab. Durin& 

the ni&ht o! 4-5 llarch, 16 hea-.y boebero attacked !our airt1elda in the 

Yioitlit.y o! Rangoon and one at 8auein. 

2. RAF operatioiUI dur1Jla 3 llarch included hea-vy and mediao boaber 

attacla on two a1rt1eldll near Ransoon. One bOOtber 11 lliuing. Acldi tional 

IW' planes attacked Jap&DIIae inatellatione 1n the Fort 1fb1 te area and 

terpta o! opportum.I;T on the Arakt.o cout. On h llarch the7 continuotd 

u.ir at.tacks agai.nat 8DIIIIJ biYCN&Co, oupplJ- cta.ps and positiono 1n the 

POrt lfb1te area a.nd npported IX'ound t.roope 1n t.he But.hl.daung ..,...,, 

J. Cll!.noae troops aro advancing olOWl,y on llaingk-An !roll the nortll 

aod we at againat strong roaiataoce . Conoiderabla eneJr(!" equiplllOnt ....., 

captured in the occupation o! Tarina Oa durin& 4 llarch. 

4. Six ~25's ot the 14th .ur Force _.....brtad b7 2h P-40•a aerioual.Jr 

dla&&ed the Uungah.an airdroM on Hainan Ialand, on h llarch; barracb 

wro daotro7ed and two bangara wre oat &t1ro. Sennteen (probeblJ' 18) 

•DIIIIl' planes wre dastroTed 1n cca'bat and on t.he ground. Other eacorted 

~25'• aank a 21»-!oot. tanker near 1rWiu. and daot.rwed tllrel 1n1Arcept1ng 

......., t1cbtera 1n ..... t. 

That night six wafts of •DIIIT planeo boa'bad Smc:lnnln daatJ'C171n& 

a cao .m.p .nd Apopng alftnl. pl .... o. Part of the t1eld was lett 

u.nuaabla. The - night oingll Japanue plaoea bolllbed t.argate 

near Heng:rang and Changoba. 
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OSD Lottor, ~-a-?a 

!ollowina clq •l.&ht B-25' 1 ba.lMod and aachine-cw>ned the Chonpai air­

field. Nino ene"')" planeo were deotro,..d. 

PACIFIC AliD SOOTIIIIEST PACIPIC TH!ArERS 

1. The let Battalion, l26th Intantry, landod at YaliW Plantation 

(29 milea wast or Saidor) without opposition on 5 Karch; A-20'e provided 

air aupport. Patrols advanced wut to Bib1 without contact . 

The oneliiJ' launched another unauccaeatul counterattack againot the 

aouthem periaeter or our Aaoiralty X.lancla lMoachhead. During the late 

a!temoon our torcea pushed northward. Japaneae forces oppos1llg our troopa 

in thia area are estiaated to be t.hreo infantry bettalioruo, rein!orced 

with aachine-cun units and light tanlco; a larso number or the en~ io 

reported to be at Salaai Plantation • 

Durin& J Karch, seventeen B- 24•a bombed the runways and dump areas 

at Alexioha!en . During the 4th, 26 RMF Torpedo bombers attacked tho 

Capo Hoakina and Talasea air a tripe . Tho next day air support !or the 

Adloiralty Iolands operation included an attock by 17 B-25'• againat 

Japanoao concentrations at Saloa1 Plantation; unfavorable woathar !orcod 

other hoa'l)' and light -ber aioaiona to tum back. Thirty-omo Allied 

tichtara ba.bed and achine-gunnad tho Aloxiohalen a1rdrco:e areas. B-2S• a 

atteckad Capo l!igq and Dt-. rllla&o; ono 1a aiaa1llg . 

2 . On 4 llarch, 2J B-2b•a, 2b B-2S•a and l2 P-38•a attacked Raboul, 

Jtartins ••veral larse !irea and dattroying ton borracka build1llga , without 

btln& challenged by en~ !iahtara . Seventy-two Navy bombera ecorod hit• 

( on sun po11t1ono eaat ot the town on tho aamo dq. 'l'wel vo P-39 • • -bed 

-4-
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OlD Lette7, &-S-11 

and machine-sunned the llonoUu llioaion area and aUoneed an anUairoratt 

poaition; P-38 •a a1lenoed an ant1a1roratt position on Pukpuk Island ott 

Bougainvillo !lith 11aehine-gun tire . other Allied planes 01achino-gunned 

targets in tho Cbo1Hul Bay area . 

) . 1'1tt7-o1&1>t Cent7&l Pac1tic-buod ai.reratt contlnnad tho a1r 

ortonaiva againot 'llotje, !loidj and Taroa <klrin& b ll&rch !lith 31 tone ot 

bOIDbs . All OU7 planeo roturnod. Twelve B-211 1 a hit warehouses at Ponape 

starting tire a . 

EASTER!I FRONT 

l'1erc<l ti&l>Ulll wu reported around Pako• on 6 ll.arch. South ot 

' the Pripat aarah .. Ru .. ian forces cut the 18portant Lwow-Odeooa railroad. 

' P'ornrd el...,enta in thio region are now ton ailea !r001 Tarnopol and lb 

111leo !rOll Proakurov, 

- s -
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I!UHOPBIJI TI!I!!U'ER 

Du.rina the nicM or 3-~ llaroh llooquito bo11b<lro ~~~&de aoattol'ad 

attacks over l'l'anco and 0•""""'Y• inclucling Bulin. 

1 . Twenty-rive R.\1' lxabera ~ad harbor inatall&tions and tM 

tam o! Zara durin& the night o! 3-4 ll&l'Oh . Liabtor airtra!t attacked 

11otor transport in the Caraol1-Peacara aren, 001all cratt. at Porto 

Civitanova, the railroad station at TOrtoreto and rolling stock south 

ot Leahom. One hundred and twenty- tour Allied !ish tors patrolled tho 

An&io beachhead. Ilea 'f)' lxaber strikes on 4 llucb were liaitod by wnt.her. 

Du.rina tho ni&M o! 3-4 lluch, two lliddl.o !ut bollb<lro clozucod 

a archant v.,eol northwest o! Creta . Tho next da,y oix B-26'a lxabed 

the quay at Suda B.oy . Two Allied planoo wore lost . 

2 . .lggreoaive Allied patrolling oharaot.Gri•od activity in tho Ansio 

beachhead tor the 2h-hour period encling at noon on S llareh . l(ortar and 

artillery !U. o! our 3d Dirtsion broke up a -n etlUJ' attack on tha 

rlaht . On tho loft. tho British S6tb Dirlaion reduced a pcx:kot o! reoiat­

ance . Art.illory oxchanaoo and llinor claohoo continued along tho trano­

Italian battlolino. 

Tho US 88th Division aoa\.DIIod o-d ot tho British Sth 

Dirlaion oootor on S llarch. 
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Dl:CLABBIFID 
O&D L.ttor, 6-8-7a 

), Ca.ualties an the Itall.&n aainland follow: 

l"itth .lr!!r (.U of 29 f'ebru&l7) ~ Wounded lliss~ Total a 

llain Front 

us ),661 16,977 $,686 26,7411 
Britiah 2,610 1),901. 1.,43$ 21,11.9 
French 1,264 6,661 78$. 8,7)0 
Italian ll$ 166 262 S6S 

Beachhead 

us 1,)99 $,272 la,10la 10,77$ 
British 92$ 1.,036 1.,674 9.63$ 

lifhth Ary (.U of 1 IW-eh) 3,166 11,330 2,090 16,$66 

Totals l),$60 $6,)68 22,1.$6 91.,401& 

Priaoners or war captw-ed by cc.ponento or the f'itth l..lwif are 

as follows : 

llain Front Beachhead ~ 

us 4,116 1,872 $,968 
British ),169 1,235 4,404 
French 1,177 1,177 
Italian 9 9 

Totals 6,471 3,107 ll,$76 

Prisoners of war captw-ed by the !~hth Ar1q total 3,158. 

ASIATIC Tlll!.U'ER 

l. Dur1.n& l llerch 110re than SO ploneo or the loth .lir Force scored hito 

on ouppliee and personnel and attacked road bridges and artillery position• 

near Sawnghka. On the tollowin& two ~· aimilar targete near l(yitk;yin& 

and Shingban were effectively attacked 1n eome 50 sorties . 
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OSD Letter, 6-8-72 

2. ~in& 3 ll&rcb two 14tn Air Force P-Lo• a danaged the coal crad­

in& bu1ld1n& at ca.. Pba port in rr.nch Indo-China. '!he following c1a,r 

11-25'' 1 and !1tJ>ter bolllbero attacked the Thanh Hoa ch""'e mJ.no, damaa•d 

warehouses, rollroad and dockins !acUities at Cam Ph& port and hit a 

lllOall carso vessel at Han Oay. 

PACIFIC AIID SOU1'!l'II!ST PACIFIC TK!ATEI18 

l. Our position an Los Negro& ...ainad intact despite continuous 

•"-1 proaaw-e tbrougllout tile night o! ) llarcb. A squadron or tho 7th 

cavalry landed rltllout loss on tho !ollowin& aorning . US deetroyero 

ohellad onnoo positions in oupport o! our troopa . 'l'wenty-eigbt aediU!I 

and light bcabers also supported our cround forces . 

During J llarcll in !lew Guinea, )l light and lighter bolllbero 

attacked the Erima-Bogadjim area reporting excellent results and ecored 

hits on supply dumps in the llintjim Valley, Fighter aircra!t attacked 

targate or opportcnitT along the northoaat coest and in CCIIIbet over Tadji 

daotro~d two bcabero and a no ticllter rl thout laos . Eighteen B- 2ls ' e bcebad 

Hollandia airdrcae durin& that night . The nut cla,r 22 B-2ls•s escorted 

bT RAAF P-LO•s balbad tho But al.rdl'ocie daatro,-ing 16 onezq aL--crat1 on 

tho 1round and eauein& da:Jaaco in tho ouppl,- araaa. Sevent,--eitht Allied 

aircrat1 bcabod and aachino""ffUM&d tho llindiri area throu&hout tho day. 

2 , A total of 140 South Paci!ic .lnQy and Navy bolllbera attacked 

Rabaul during ) llarch, while tighter bolllbore ecorad hits on tho radar 

inotallat1one at Cape St. Ooorp , 

-) -
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OaD Letter, b·&-7a 

Jl'1illt.er -bera att&clced t.he Bille& l'\llllla7 and reve~nto and 

clasaced a barge near J.lassunaon leland. 'lhirt.T Navy dive and fieht.er 

bcabere oupported our ground torceo in the f.lopreu Augusta ~ region 

and ti&htera maehine-gunnod a noat plano nur Shortland Island . 

J . Seventeen Central Paoitio 11odiwn b011bsro attaeked t.he runwo,y on 

'lrotje and tho runway and gun pooitiona on Taroa witb good resulto durin& 

J llarch , B-2h' o attacked a medi111 cargo woool and small craft in Lela 

Harbor (Ku.aio) ond the town, air!l.elcl and beUJd.to plant at !'<>nape. 

Photo-roe<>nnaiooance ehand ..,,.. t.han halr or tbe town, one- third or t.he 

dock erea, and tbe radio station cleatroy.d at !'<>nape, and other 1nstal-

!ASTERN l"KlNT 

Soviet attaeko at Narva on 5 llarch resulted in a slight enlarge01ent 

o! tho bridgehead . Southwest or Pakov thawa appear to have halted the 

Soviet advanee . llarsbal Zhul<ov, Deputy Sup,...., Caomander ot the Red ArO>iaa, 

baa tal<en c_,d of tho southem tront . The Soviets advaneed on a 75-

.Ue front south o! Shepetovk& and roached a point 16 .Uss southw .. t of 

Jupol on the railroad to 'l'amopol . '!hey wore preoain& toward VoloehUic 

on the O<loosa-t.vw railroad, the iaportant Genoan supply route !or their 

troopo in the tncraine. The Red .l.rJo7 &leo holda the blah grcund north 

of the Slueh River !,...,. JekhnoYeti to Oetropol . 
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l-etter, 6-ll-71 

D1rect1ns b&n lNten 1eeued !or the aoYaent of the 8Jd In!ant17 

01v1o1on (Brigactl.er Oeneral Robert c. !lacon) !roa Cmp Breeldnrid&e, 

Kentucky, to the Now York Port of Embarkation !or !Urther movement 

o·veraeaa . 

Durin& the night of 2-3 !larch 120 RAJ' heayY bco>lNtrs and two lloe­

quitoes dropped ~8 tone of bco>ba on aircra!t factories in Fl-ance . ot.her 

lloaquitoea u.de widespread att.a<:ka onr 0.~. 

US bea..,- boaber operationa on the following day nre b&apered 

G by adverse "lither. Abandoning the priNr)r target. deep in Geruny, S4 

B-l7•a dropped 138 tons of banba on Wilhelmallaven while 2$ heayY bcmbara 

attacked other targets ot opportunity. Only twalve enemy planes attacked 

our bombers during tha ~. Our tiahtere ehot down oij!ht en IIley' planes, 

our entire loss ~ing eleven heavy bcmlNtra aod seven fighters . 'l'wo P-38 

croupe ,..nt to their rende•voue near Berlin but nra not challenged b7 

en11117 ti!lhtara . Over 200 B-261 a o! the 9th Air Force attacked the 

Roaioree en Santerre, llontdictl.er, Btauva.ta-Tille, Juwincourt and Laon­

Couvron airdraoeo, u ...U u a coutal inatallation at Berneuil . 

l . No important changae 1n the ground eituation 1rere reported !.­

ltal)" on 4 llareh . Artillecy and patrol activity continued on both Ironto. 

Tha en11117 shelled our .lnsio anehoraa• u deep ae a1x ailee out to aea but 

- l -
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cau .. d no ~e t.o the port iteel! . 

Tbe nn Corpa l!eadqU&rtera pa .. ed rr .. ·-d or the IU&hth 

to that or the Firth Anoy. 

2. On the night or 2-3 llaroh .5l ll'all:l.n6tona attacked the Ortatello 

yarda, othor rail targote in contru Italy and harbor installations at 

San Stefano. Lighter aircraft patrolled tho boaohhead and attacked tratt1c 

IOU th Of RQr.:a . 

!'ba next ~, 277 eocorted heavy b .. baro hit the ai.rdromeo at 

Canino, P'abr1ca, Viterbo and railroad ;rarda at Raoe with results var;r1na 

tr<a poor t.o good. Eighty-tour B-261a b.-bed the etation at San Benedetto 

and railroad yards elsn!lel'e in cantru Italy. One hundred and ai.xt;r-ona 

( tlgbtaro attacked a l'ailroad t.uMal at Tami and ohipping at Ancona. 

) 

Additional Allied ail'cratt struck en~ batterieo, troop concentrationo, 

and motor tranoport oppoaite tho b4aohhsad . On the Dalmatian coaot, 22 

P-40•a attacked shipping at Split . In all operations eleven en~ air­

craft ...,,.. destroyed for a lou of ten or ours . 

3 , lNr1ng 2 and 3 llarch lliddlo £oat-baaed aircraft aucceoo1'ully 

ainod Port Adbas on lleloo leland . On tho latter da;r lllled fi8htero 

on anti-lhlpping awe epa ovor the A&c•an daal;ted two ...U vessels. 

On 29 February savsn B-2S• 1 o! tho lOth Air Foree booabed bridsoo 

near TaWllt ha and lly1ngyan 1n oontru ~nna. Some $0 light and f1&htel'-

b0111bere new sorties against ene~ atoree, raUroade , and oamp areaa 

- 2 -
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in northern Blmla with oboarnd e!!ec~. Dur1nc 1 and 2 ll&rch nine 1!41 

1rell1.natono at~clced eneoo;y ouppliea at Ta""iUPo natem Buraa, and other 

planes raided oneooy vi.lla&ea and poeitione in that region. 

PACIFIC AliD SOIJTHIIEST PACIFIC THEATERS 

v 
1 . Throughout the n~ht or 2 llarch enemy forcea / igorously aeeaulted 

our l1011ote perimeter, au/taring acooe ),000 caaualUea . Allied positione, 

how.ver, r.ain unchanJ!od; our loae .. were 61 killed and 241: ""unded. Our 

ti"'Opa ora prepar1n& to re.,.. their &<!vance . J!wTq;r construction ia 

procreeoing rapidly. 

In previouol:y unreported aieaiono tor 2 llarch, 18 R.UP lit!t>t 

boabera attacked the a .. ,.,.ta area, whlle 17 B-24·· · 24 light booobera , and 

24 fighters hit targota along the northeast New Gulnea coast . On ) llarch 

our !orcoa in the Admiralties were supported by five B-25'• and nina A-20•s; 

22 B-2h • a bombed gun positions &round IW\e& B&y, and light aircratt supported 

the advance of our Saidor !oreee . 

2 . On 2 ll&r<:h, 20 B- 24•e, 2) B-25•• and lh P-J8•s troa the South 

Pacitic araa hU l!abau1 and Rapopo ~e}l' with llh tons or boabe . 

Na-.y planea dou&ed two a&ll Mrchant ,. .... lo and a cunboat in ~ra'l'ia 

Ba,y. t~hter aircra.tt attacked the Cape St. George rad&r atation. A 

B-2h on a reconnaissance ... ep oftr the St. George Channel hit and probably 

tank a neeel. Eight P-.39'• bombed and machine-sunned the llonoitu and 

Piano llileione in eouthem Bougainvlllo . 

Ground action in Bougainville wu contined to aotive patrcllina: 

- ) -
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and obellln& of ann;y aupp}J> inotallationo, batteries and biTOuac arua • 

.) • Durin& 2 llarc:h a tot&l of 46 US aediua, light and !:l<lhter-bollbere 

attaohd Taroa, Jaluit, and lillie witll excallent results . 

WTE.Ril P'RONT 

Soviet attacks near Narva, PakoY, Vitebak, Rogacllev and Krivoi Rog 

resulted in IIOIDO advances but no substantial ellan&e in tile situation durin& 

4 llarell . 
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Three B-34•• bombed the Paramuehiro-Shtmuohu area during the ni&ht 

or 1-2 Karch throuch an ovorcaat . 

1. ~ the nUbt or 1-2 l:ar<:h a aiu1on or SS7 IW' phnea, cliopatched 

qairult Stuttc&rt, dropped more than 1 ,800 tone or explosives and incen­

diaries in tho tarcet area. Five baabore "ore 1oet. llosquitoes attacked 

air Iie1da in Bile ius and Holland. 

The eaao nicbt 120 en~ aircr&tt operated ovor tho Ul{, ten 

penetrating to the London aroa . Only ainor cuualt.ios and sli~bt daa&e 

resulted. Hicht !i&htara destroyed tho of the oneco' raiders . 

2. ~ina 8th .ur Force operations on 2 llarch, 375 B-17 ' • and B-2h•e 

escorted u,r $88 lona·range fighters, bo•bod Frankfurt, Offenbach, Ludwigs­

lt&ten, Dormbach, U.burg, Fieehboch, and taraeto or opportunity rlth 

c nearly 900 tone or oxploaivea and ineandiar1ea. !neo;r .opposition waa 

unuauall,y weak ancl our phnes destroyecl 20 (prob&blJ 2h) onftl)' airer&tt 

in aerial ecabat . Eieht}-!our B-17's oacortod b7 281 !iebtera hit hqaro, 

wnrkahopa ancl other buildinas at Chartreo a1rclroo>e, dostf'071n& twn on"G' 

planes on the around. 

Throe hundred and !i!ty eecortod B-26 • a or the 9th J.ir Force 

attecked cross -ch&Mol tercots, Allions ancl the airtiolds at Olioy and 

Rooieres en S&ntern and railro&d yarda in northern Prance, nportire 

!air to coocl reoul te. 

- 1 -
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OUr looses during thea• operations wore ten hea-.y bo.bera, o,. 

••cliua bo.ber and tour !iclltera. 

Unfavorable weather on 3 Warch compelled a aiosion of 891 escorted 

US hea>y bombers to turn back before reachina ita primary targeta in central 

Oel'll>an¥· Some fonr.ations bombed targets of opportunity in Oenrany on 

their return . 

1. llur1n& the ~ht ot 1-2 l!arcb, British llal.llJ)ctona bod>ed roads 

between -., and the .lnsio beachhead and attacked targets of opportunity, 

!Mao' plenaa raided An•io, but no ~was reported. 

'lhe Wecliterranean Allied .1.1r Pore• concentrated on en<OQ" instal-

lations and cCIIIIIlunicationa opposite the beachhead tho next day. Two 

hundred ninety-seven heavily eocortad B-17 ' a and B-2h • a dropped nearly 400 

tone of fragmentation bombs on troop concentrations ~·d tho key road 

contem or Carroceto, Cisterna, and VelletriJ the same target area was hit 

by )22 mediUI!I, lisht and tighter bombers. Other aircraft patrolled the 

battle area end raided lines of cCIIIOiun1cat1on at Tem1 and shipping at 

Ancona and alone the llol&atian cout. Fin of our -bar• and tin f1shtare 

are aioaina rraz: these opera tiona. 

2. Allied artillezy tires ccncentratad ettect.1vel.r on O!leii\Y intantzy 

and tanlcs attackina southwest CrOll tha Ciatama area late on 2 Warch . Other 

tn"''" thrusts against, and attnpta to inflltrate bahind cur beachhead 

poaitiona failed • 
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In the Gazi&Uano and Cuaino atctort ot the lt.tl.Un batUefroont 

artUlery aeti'fity eontimled dur1nc ) llarch. Patrola were actiYO on the 

), During the ""'nth ot Febi'IW')' 19uu, 20S,.30S long tons ot American 

lend-lease equipment and material woro dolivored to the Russians through 

tho Perlian corridor . 

ASI.lTIC THEATER 

1. Ckl 1 llarch Allltd ground toreea in the RuJcawna Valley were engaged 

in hea~ fighting ten silos eoutheaot ot Taihpa Ga and ""re advan~ 

acrose the Tawang River to occupy l!akaw. Other Chinese torees were within 

two lli.l.ea or l!a1nglrnn and patrolo near S111prabwo were firing into the 

tcnm !Poe the north. On the Artltan coast, the Britioh continued to •op 

up oull enomy parties in their roar areaa and reorgani•ed positions along 

tho Kaladan River; Britioh troopo were in contact with the enemy about 

()I otvon lliloo south of Kyauktaw. The eneooy, in thJ.e area, io aov1ng into 

poeiti ona 12 10Ueo oouth ot ]{yaukt&w. 

() 

2. Light beabero and tightere ot the lOth Air Foree etarted J.&rco 

tiNa 1n a ruoline storage aru, and at.~cked en~ biYouaea, e;torqe 

point., and linea ot c.-unication in tho llocaunc recion ot northern llunla 

on 28 Ftbi'IW')'. l!AF plane a bOIIbod tho 'fillago ot lletkalet soutlrweot o t 

lloaaunc. Tho following do,y our planoa doatroyod bridgaa in the v1e1n1ty 

ot Jo-U, central llunla. l!AF B-24•• atarted nwr.erouo tireo in the Ranaoon 

aarthalling yardo; two are mieoina . Other l!AF a1r<lratt continued their 

-)-
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haraaa!.na naaiona against ene.;r riYer ~rattic. 

) . On 2 llueh, t.en I'-IIO•a ot the 14th .Ur Force uchine-gunnec! b&rracka 

at Nanchang and heavily daaagod brid&ll and railroad tracke .30 miles north 

ot that town. !'our B-2S•s demolished a 100-toot steamer in tho Gull ot 

Tonakins near ~on Cay, caused explosions in tho coal-treating plant and 

hit railroad shops at Cam Fha port. 

During the month of February, aircraft of the 14th A.1r Force 

aank 6.),050 tone of shipping, probabl,y oanlc 14,100 tons, and <lamqed another 

21,000 tone. These are a1n.1al.uo fi«urea and do not include sneral Yeoaala 

ot aull or unreported aiu known to haY& been aunk or do::.aged. 

PACIFIC AliD SOIITHIIEST PlCinC TH!A~ 

l . !n""'Y attacks a&ainst our ~o .. o~e beachhaad during the night of 

l-2 llarch and the !allowing morning were repulsod and our perimeter was 

baing axpanded against increasing enemy r .. ietance . In support or these 

&I"OWld operations on l and 2 llaroh, destroyers shelled eneey positions on 

Loa Necros and at Sea Eagle ll&rl>or (L!anua leland) and t.en heavy, 48 me<ll• 

and 16 li&ht bcabers attacked Lorencau and other targets in the ll..ata 

area. Ei&ht (probably 12) e'*'l7 planaa wan shot clown. On 2 lluch, 18 

B-24 1 a oftr northea.at.em II.,.. Ouinea •bad Hanaa 8&)' and hostile gun 

poo1t1ono at 8un&bun Harbor . 

2 . South Pacific reconnaiaoance planeo b'""bad Ouelle Harbor, the 

Jap ,..c!er otation at Cape St. Oeorp, and gun poo1t1ons on southern Bouaain­

Yillo, dur:lnc tho night of 29 robruary-1 llarch. Tho follanng da)', B-24 •• 
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~d 8h t.ono o! baoba on tho J"II1IQ,)' and ant1&1rcratt poaiticma at 

IWI1.11. A !orca o! 181 M&'f)' tx.beu in aJ.cM wavea etruck at &DOIQ' troop 

concontrat1one on the upper Torokino River and tiahter bombere hit Ballalo, 

Uono1tu U1ee1on and Buka. Our Green Ioland !oreee repOrt the completion 

of an a1ri1eld 1n thie area . 

) . The occupation ot Eniwetok Atoll b;y our !oreee was completed on 

2 Uareh . 

!ASTERN FROIIT 

a.. tbll nortllun front eudden rio .. in te.peraturea on ) Uareh lllapared 

Sodot operations. At !larva, tho Rod Andoo att.apted to expand their 

briclaohead. Oen:>an t.roopa, within tho cit;r, have not )'lit been isolated • 

Tho Soviets oleo made turtller adYancos aoutheaet o! PakoT. On the Central 

and Southern fronts t heir attacks continuo but on a reduced scale . 
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Dw-inR the ni&ht of 29 FebM.I&l')'-1 Kan:h, d.x German aircraft pene­

trated to the London area, caueina l l !iht dulac• . RAF ni&ht fiihtera 

d,.tro;yod t wo en~ planea without. loea . Koequit.o bomb<tre made haraas1ng 

ral.dl againet Dueeeldor! anc:l an airtielc:l in I'Tance. 

Wore than SOO 8th Air Force B-17•• and B-24•s •ero airborne on 

2 March t.o bomb I'Tanld'Urt. Seven hundred and two US !Jihtors and ll RAF 

i tiibtor equadrona -re t.o escort thl11 hoa"7 -b<tr rormations . 

' 

IIEDITJRR.\IiE.lll 

l . Dw-1ng the ni&ht ot 29 fobM.I&l')' anc:l tho dq ot 1 Karch sewn 

A-20•• attacked Albano and railroad !aoilities oouth of Rome; Alliod 

tichter planes patrolled the bottle areao and, on anti-shipping neepa 

along the YUgoslavian and Italian coaata, oank one sohonner and damaged 

69 omall craft. 

Adveroe nather on 2 Kerch forced tho cancellation or Stratagic 

a1r aiooiono and restricted other a1r oporationo • ...-

2 . Ill' noon of 2 llarch the US )c:l Divioion hac:! regained end roorg&ni&ecl 

tho podtion that it hald prior to the enOIQ' attack on 29 February. 

Acthe patrollin& resulted in ainor cluboo alone the rw&inder o! tha 

peri.Mter. .lrleoo- bCI&b1ng cm .. d oooe claloa&• and blocked roadl in the 

araa.,.-!lenhere along the Italian battlefront tho situation rllll&ined 

unchenaed. ,-

-1-
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l, T!Urteen &-241 a o! the loth .ur Force bo.bed the lll.nd&la7 roll-

road )'U'<Ill on 28 FebruaJ'7. AddiUoo&l B-141a attacked IJQ'ab, llo~ and 

tbe Japaneae beadquartera area at PIJ<oldcu. lW' '"-llers atarted annal 

tu.e at the Sh .. bo railroad et&tion. On 29 February, snen B..:?S•• 

.. r1owol7 daaged two bridgoa and deatrored r&Uroad tracks in the nc1n1tr 

o! '!ILunctba, central Bur». 

2 , Durin& l ll&reb, 14th .ur Force Mdi\11 and fighter bCIIbero 

att&cDd b&rracka and other llil1t&J'7 objectiY .. n .. r !lanebang, ~lling 

etock at Pudli, deatrored a ...U,._.hed r1-..r boat on tbe Yangtse nur 

lonld.ng, and aank a JQO..!oot boat and .acb1.ntt-pnned two other large boat& 

OMr 11\lbaieneben. 'Ill loat two pl&Ma duriJlc theae operet1ona. Senn 

aMIIII)' plaJ»s bombed the Uenow airdrcoae on 28 Februa:y, leartng the field 

' unaernceable. 

PACifiC A!!tl SOUTI!l!EST PA.CITIC T!!EATJi!lS 

1. Sixt7-one h•"Y and ll&d1• boabere dropped 170 tono o! boaba on 

IUPP17 and b1•ouac areaa in the Ran&& 8&7 region on l llarch, at&rting 

large tu.a and exploaiona. 4llled l1Cbt '"-llere and !1ght&ra attacked 

area, 

' as intU\rr bett&licm landed t.hrH llilaa ... t oL the Pull• 

Rinr em tbe aOIIth coaat oL - Brlt&in witbOilt ei*V' oppoa1ticm1 a patrol 

tl'coa lora.. reacbed a point 14 llilaa aou:tb ot ~in 8&7. 

4dd1t1cmal reintorc-nt& landed on Loa Nagroa dllring 2 ll&rch 

and olD' 1n1 Ual auooaaa tllara 1a baing exploited. 

- 2 -
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2. On 29 l'ebru&r7, 135 1/avy bcabera att.&clted ODOIIQ' pooitiono in 

l.ho llopreoo Augusta 8-.y region in wpport of our cround toreee, and .)6 

tichtaro attacked tiU'IIeta eloewhoro in l.ho Bou&ainvillo aroa. At Raballl, 

23 B-2S•o and 12 P-38•o otartad larco tirao in the harbor aroa . Throe 

P-38•o bombed Duke of York Island . 

3. During 2$> February 22 B-24 • o and 13 B-2S• o or our Central Paoitio 

torc11 attacked Wotje , Taroa, Iilli and Jaluit Island with 79 tono ot bcabo 

with tho objective or rendering airtiolc!a there unoerviceable . All our 

aircraft returned aalelJ , 

!ASTERN PIDIIT 

Ho ioport&nt changes occurred on the s ... tern Front during 2 llarch 

all.houg)> Soviet P"'asure continued in tho north and at Pskov and Vitebok. 

OENERAL 

Tho War Dep&rt"""'t hao added tho "'lanc!ated Ialanc!a• to tho liot of 

battloo and c.mpa1gno of the United State a .AJw;y ~. c:..-pa.1gn area cca­

prioel l.ho Central Pacific Area 'ftot ot l.ha lao<' ...-J.dian, exeludl.ns l.ho 

OUbert X.lanc!a; the icUial date tor t!Wo c8111p&icn 1a 7 Dec•IHir 1943 

tor air oporat1ona and 3l JanU&%7 1944 tor around operations . 

- 3 -
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Tho War Depart..ent in!onaed Gonoralo llaeArthur, Eiaenhmror, 

Stilwell, and Devera concernins tho provieione o! the Executive Order 

eatabliebing tbe War Rotugee Board and requeetod their cooperation 

with ito roprooentotiveo to tho extent coneietent with the succoutul 

prooocution or the war. 

G~ aerial r<t&ction <ilrins tho 29 February attack on the 

Brun.-ick lleaeerschaitt assembly planta by 21J beavil7 eecorted B-17'• 

••• the lout yet experienced b7 any or our heavy bomber toraationo 

over Gemany . Only 18 enoey aircra.!t were eighted but poor ground 

vioibllity, severe icing, and a aolid overcast condition probably con-

tributed to the inactivity or eneJQY fighters . During thia mission 

4$7 tons of explosives and incendiaries were dropped in tho target 

area and one B-17 waa destroyed by antiairora.rt !ire. Tho one1117 aloo 

defended, ino!fooctively, with cround-tirod rockets which, upon uplod-

ire, released !1 voo SJr.all parachutee each eupportins a SJr.all incendiary 

bc:ab wtlich burned tor approxia&taly one ainute . 

1 . Sixty B-26•e euccoaatully attacked t he Viterbo airfield on 

29 Fobrua,-. Over 1$0 Allied planet new attock mieeione against rail-

road !acilitiee at Giuliano•• and Littorio and tank concentratione, 

troopa and c= poeitione oppoeite tho beachhead. r..h!Y •otor transport 
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1t1 northern and central Italy provided t.araota !or 46 Allied tJ.ahter 

planu; 40 others attacked II&, rail and h~ C'-"-~icaUon litloa 

alor!i tho Yugoslavian coast . Six onlll;)' aircratt were <lestro,_d 1n 

theoe operation• !r001 which !our or our boabers and three tl.ahtero 

are •ieoing. 

2. On the mornitlg of 29 February tho en~ attacked our .\ndo 

baachhtad oout.mrest or Cistarna with between two and three battalions 

and, aa the claa' prcgreooed, ec.al.tted anoored eleaents . An initial 

penetration or the <letensao or our )d Dirloion .... neutralit;ed that 

niaht w!>en el•enta or our )Ot.h Intantry counterattacked and advanced 

1,000 yards . Our forces also repul"'d light one:v attacks along the 

eastern peri8et.er or tho beachhead. HoatUe artillery tires alor!i 

the enUre front line itlcroasod; tho heavy ahelling or Anzio continued 

but damage there was described as elight , 

Flood conditions on the Rapido threatened to complicate 

aaitlttnance or cQDCunications 1t1 tho central stator ot the trana-

Italian battlefront . In both the Fitth and Biihth ~ sectora actiYe 

patrolllna; and artillery cmola eontl.nuod . 

A.SUTIC'I'IIEU3R 

On 29 february, twenty-throe 14th Air Force B-24•• and 12 8-2$'• 

ocorod hite on warehouau, repair ahedo and roil•a.r ncUitios at 

Jochow. 'l'wo B-2$• o, 1tl a aea awoop ot! the out coaat or China, sank 

three ••pane and probably aank a 100-toot 11trchant vessel 1t1 the 

Taiobow croup. Six P-40 1 • boahed and •achitiO'i~"MOd IIJIIl1Uilition aupply 

anaa 1n e&~tern &me. 
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l. InitUl.ly our landine on Loo llocroa loland on 29 Febn~&Jy 

ut little opposition; patrola operated woat and southwest o! the 

llo"''te airfield unopposed. Unite a dvancl.n& northward gained contact 

with the eneey durin& the da,y and, that nicht, repulsed a counterattack 

in which the ene~ au!!ered heavy loaaoa with minor casualties to our 

own forces. l.ir support for these operations waa provided b.r 2) B- 2)• a 

which attacked nea.rb,y Lou and Pak Ialando . Late reports con! iru our 

oecure hold at the llomote airfield which ahortl,y will be operative 

tor our aircraft. (supportl.n& toroeo were expected to land on 2 !larch./ 

In air operations on 29 Februar)' three aisdons totelin& )0 

B-24•a boolbed HoUandia, 1'adji, and a1rclro:-ea a t lrewak and llano& Ba,y. 

Fort,r-nino Allied light bombers and fi&htera b011bed and machine-gunned 

aupp~ areas and other targets in tho llaclang-Bogadjim areas. Auatralian 

!i&hter aircraft destro,yed a coaatal vessel and damaged other small 

craft near Timor. 

2. ihrl.n& 26 Febru&.l')', 17 B-24•o, 22 B-2)•s, and 37 fi&htere 

attacked tho RabaDl area with more than 80 tons ot boaba, atartinc tiroo 

in tho town, leavl.n& the Rapopo air otrip unoeMiceable, and cl .. tro.rinc one 

IDOiq lxaber On the ground. s .... entr-two lla"f7 boabera started tires at 

Vunopopo with 46 tono. llonoitu 111alion and othar targets 1n aouthern 

Bo~~&ainrllle were bcabed and Mahine-cunned b.r 16 P-39' a. 1'hot ni&ht 

our reconnaiuance pl anea oiloncod throe antiaircraft guna on Kapin&amar&n&i 

leland, d&aas•d ei&ht bare•• to tho aouth, and attacked targets in tho 

BOII&ainrlllo-cboiaoul area, 

.) , 1'1ourt.7 B-24•a ucla a claetruoti're atteok againat La.ogar leland 
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(Ponape) on 27 Febr.l&l'Y. I!:J.eYen 8-2S1 a bit tbe airfield and h.arbor 

at Wotje . uter reload.l.nc at llajuro the aau planes dropped 11 tone 

ot baabo on IIlli which was alao attacked by three P-lt0 1 s . Small-acale 

air attacks were carried out. qainat Taroa, Kuaaie, and two islands 

ot Jaluit .l.t.oll. The following day lL .l.my and Navy bombers hit Wotje 

twice and 12 P-40 1 s boalbed the runway at IIlli . 

Seven B-24 1 e photographed, machine-pnned, and bo:tbed Wake 

leland with five tons o! e.xplooiv .. on 28 FobN&r)'. 

South ot Harva the Soviet .1.m:t broke throu&b Oen:an de!enaea on 

1 llarch and advanced apprcxiaataly ten ..Uea to the west. . Pi&htins 

continued 1n the northern outskirts or Pskov and south ot that city 

tho Soviets cut t he important railroad to Polotsk. Small gains were 

aada by the Red .l.rmy northwest or Novosokoln1k1. In other critical 

sectors or the tront beavy !i8ht1ns is 1n progress with no apparent 

chana• 1n the situation. 

- 4-

~ 


	0001
	0002
	0003
	0004
	0005
	0006
	0007
	0008
	0009
	0010
	0011
	0012
	0013
	0014
	0015
	0016
	0017
	0018
	0019
	0020
	0021
	0022
	0023
	0024
	0025
	0026
	0027
	0028
	0029
	0030
	0031
	0032
	0033
	0034
	0035
	0036
	0037
	0038
	0039
	0040
	0041
	0042
	0043
	0044
	0045
	0046
	0047
	0048
	0049
	0050
	0051
	0052
	0053
	0054
	0055
	0056
	0057
	0058
	0059
	0060
	0061
	0062
	0063
	0064
	0065
	0066
	0067
	0068
	0069
	0070
	0071
	0072
	0073
	0074
	0075
	0076
	0077
	0078
	0079
	0080
	0081
	0082
	0083
	0084
	0085
	0086
	0087
	0088
	0089
	0090
	0091
	0092
	0093
	0094
	0095
	0096
	0097
	0098
	0099
	0100
	0101
	0102
	0103
	0104
	0105
	0106
	0107
	0108
	0109
	0110
	0111
	0112
	0113
	0114
	0115
	0116
	0117
	0118
	0119
	0120
	0121
	0122
	0123
	0124
	0125
	0126
	0127
	0128
	0129
	0130
	0131
	0132
	0133
	0134
	0135
	0136
	0137
	0138
	0139
	0140
	0141
	0142
	0143
	0144
	0145
	0146
	0147
	0148
	0149
	0150
	0151
	0152
	0153
	0154
	0155
	0156
	0157
	0158
	0159
	0160
	0161
	0162
	0163
	0164
	0165
	0166
	0167
	0168
	0169
	0170
	0171
	0172
	0173
	0174
	0175
	0176
	0177
	0178
	0179
	0180
	0181
	0182
	0183
	0184
	0185
	0186
	0187
	0188
	0189
	0190
	0191
	0192
	0193
	0194
	0195
	0196
	0197
	0198
	0199
	0200
	0201
	0202
	0203
	0204
	0205
	0206
	0207
	0208
	0209
	0210
	0211
	0212
	0213
	0214
	0215
	0216
	0217
	0218
	0219
	0220
	0221
	0222
	0223
	0224
	0225
	0226
	0227
	0228
	0229
	0230
	0231
	0232
	0233
	0234
	0235
	0236
	0237
	0238
	0239
	0240
	0241
	0242
	0243
	0244
	0245
	0246
	0247
	0248
	0249
	0250
	0251
	0252
	0253
	0254
	0255
	0256
	0257
	0258
	0259
	0260
	0261
	0262
	0263
	0264
	0265
	0266
	0267
	0268
	0269
	0270
	0271
	0272
	0273
	0274
	0275
	0276
	0277
	0278
	0279
	0280
	0281
	0282
	0283
	0284
	0285
	0286
	0287
	0288
	0289
	0290
	0291
	0292
	0293
	0294
	0295
	0296
	0297
	0298
	0299
	0300
	0301
	0302
	0303
	0304
	0305
	0306
	0307
	0308
	0309
	0310
	0311
	0312
	0313
	0314
	0315
	0316
	0317
	0318
	0319
	0320
	0321
	0322
	0323
	0324
	0325
	0326
	0327
	0328
	0329
	0330
	0331
	0332
	0333
	0334
	0335
	0336
	0337
	0338
	0339
	0340
	0341
	0342
	0343
	0344
	0345
	0346
	0347
	0348
	0349

