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EUROFEAN THEATER

&

l. On 30 March several hostile alircraft were sighted over

Iceland.

2. Escorted fichter bombers of the :.'t.h..'L'r Force hit runways and
field installations at Scegterberg and Eindhoven airdromes on 30 March;
other P=LiT'e machine-punned the Wesel, Venlo, Enschede, and Deelen air-
dromes. Our planes also destroyed 12 locomotives, sank or damaped

several small boats, left a factory in flames, and attacked German troops.

RAF fightars scored eight hits cn a heavily sscortad 1i,000-ton veseel

in Norwesian waters.

nbers attacked

that night. with a loss of 95 bombers; widespread harasging and sea-

were also flown.

1. More than 30 enemy aireraft raided Vis on 28 March; some small
Partisan shipping was hit and light Allied casuslties resulted.

On 30 March 369 escorted heavy bombers of the Strategic Air
Force dropped 975 tons of bombs on the rallroad yards and ecity of
Sofia, and 39 B-1T's attacked the Imotski (Yugoslavia) airdrome, Thir-
teen enemy planes were shot down for a loss of five heavy bombers and
one P-38. Medium bombers of the Tactical Air Force bombed shipping and
harbor installations at Leghorn and a rallroad bridge near Orte. Light
bombers and fighters raided lines of communication in ecentral Italy.

Coastal fighters attacked shipping off the east coast of Italy and along
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the Dalmatian coast. Other Allied firhters attacked lines of communi-
cation and Oerman supply installations opposite our Ansic beachhead.
During the night of 30=31 March enemy alreraft sined our

anchorage at Angio,

2, Enemy artillery and patrols were active at the Anzic beachhead
cn 31 March; a 300-round concentratlion was fired on Allied installations
in the Padiglione area. A local attack against British positions on the
left flank was repulsed.

In the southarn sector of the trans-Italian front, the enemy
ineffectively shelled bridges over the Gariglianc River. Polish troops
occupled M. Marrone without opposition.

Active patrolling was continued in the Adriatic sector.

Mlied artillery shelled the enemy's positions at Pennapiedimonte;

enemy artillery shelled Saleiaroli and Consalvi,
ASIATIC THEATER

1. In the upper Chindwin River area, Japanese units heavily attacked
Allied positions near Jessami during the night of 26-29 March. Chinese
troops in the Hukawng Valley captured Shadugzup on 30 March end advanced

southward astride the main road.

2. On 29 March Allied fighters attacked airfields in central Burma
and other US and British planes flew ground support missione, damaged
river craft and motor vehicles and destroyed two warehouses in operationa
over central, northern and western Burma. Heavy bombers raided dumps

at Rangoon that night.
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0BD Letter, 6-3=78

3. Two B-2li's of the 1lLith Air Forece bombed spinning mills at MNam

Iinh destroying a number of buildings, and seriously damaped & freishter
off the southeast coast of French Indo-China on 30 Yarch.
ACTFIC AMI T PACIFIC THEAT

1. Supported by air and naval unite our ground forces ocoupied
Fityilu Island on 30 March. In the Ramu Valley pround forces reached
a2 point three miles north of Daumoina,

Four B=24's bombed the But sirdrome at i ht TR

carried out gsiona in the vicinity of Mintjim.

three B=20C's r the air str le. Duteh
and Australian planes bombed the Penfoel airdrome, starting res vis 2
for BO miles, and a mission of 21 B-2l's started saveral large f at
Lanppoer airdrome

e

on alr strips area

rhtars

ers and fichters over

2. On 29 March more than 90 South Pacific bo

damazed

area attacked enemy installations and supply poir

an explosion aboard a Japanese destroyer. Other

un posi
Allied planes raided enemy positions in the Boupainville area. That night

patrol planes forced a 2,000-ton enesy vessel aground at Simberl Island,

north of New Ireland.

3+ U8 troops reconncitersed Kili and Namorik on 28 March without

opposition.

-3 =




DECLASSIFIED
08D Lettar, 5-8-78
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

Division (Major General Lindsay McD. Silvester) and the 35th Infantry

Directives have been issued for the movement of the Tth Armored \

Division (Major General Paul W. Baade) to an eastern port of embarkation

for shipment to the European Theater of Operations. /

\_.*JP.DPFA_‘.' THEATER

1. Of an estimated 90 snemy planes intercepting the 8th Air Force

DAl

attack on Brunswick and other targets on 29 March, 53 [probably 62) were
shot down; 13 (probably 20) cthers were destroyed on the ground. We lost

nine B-17's and 1l fighters.

2., On the night of 29-30 March 76 HAF planas bombed the Vaires
railroad yards east of Paris, Eighteen others attacked airplane engine

works at Lyon. Mosquitcoes raided Kiel, EKrefeld-Urdingen, Cologne and Aachen.
[ MEDITERRANEAN
\
l. On 29 March escorted bombers of the Strategic Air Force dropped

306 tons of explosives on the Turin rallroad yards, 412 tons on the
Bolgano yards and 326 tons on targets at Milan; 13 (probably 16) enemy
planas were shot down for a loss of eight heavy bombers and two fight-
ers. Uniformly successful bombing was reported by our aircraft. Tactical
Air Force medium bormbers attacked harbor and railroad installations in
northern Italy and the airdrome at Viterbo where six enemy planes were
destroyed on the ground. Fighter planes ralded enemy communications

and supply positions in the vieinity of Home and carried cut shipping

B e




OF CONTACT

¥

sres e vee e A PPROXIMATE LI

BCALE

AFPRONIMATE  WILEA

TR B




DECLABEIFIED
08D Letter, 5-3-T73

swaeps off the Dalmatian cosst. Heavy and medium bombers of the Mediter-
)

ranean Allisd Air Forcesbombed the Scfia rallrecad vards during the night

of 29=30 March.

2. HNew Zealand troops repulsed two company-strenghh

in Cassino on 30 March. No damage was reported from a LO-plane enemy raid
against the Angioc beachhead. On the previous day 7,828 tons of supplies

wera discharged in this

| is a considsrable increase

1. During 27 and 28 March nine escorted B-25's damaged the railway

at Kawlin and eight B=2L's bombed storage areas at Eamaing. In encounters

with enemy planes our aircraft destroved at least 30 for a losa of two

b

-0ltg, Allied tactical airecraft flaw 7L offe

i

3ive sorties as well as

iy &

some 90 patrol sorties in support of ground actlorn on the Burmese fronts

o
3

| on the 28th.

2. Japanese counterattacks in the area three miles nerth of Shaduzup
were repulsed with heavy enemy losses on 29 March; 325 of the aneny were
raported killad at the Allied road block three miles south of the town.
Sevantean miles to the southeast US forces are in contact with Japanese
units moving northward from Mogaung.

In the Chin Hillg-Chindwin area some progress was mads agalnst

anemy road blocks northwest of Tonszang. Japanese troops were advancing

against British resistance noar Ukhrul. An enemy force 15 miles northeast

G
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of Imphal suffered heavy casualties from Allied artillery fire and air

attagks.

3. On 27 March 20 P=li0's of the lith Alr Forece destroyed the ware-

house area and bombed a bridee at Anyli. A total of 25 fighter bombers

™

and fighters scored hits on dumps, installations and runways at the Nanchang
airdrome and also attacked nearby villages. Other fighter bombers heavily
damaged bridges at Kienchang and Puchi. Two Japanese planes bombed Eienow
causing minor damage.

On the 29th, 15 firhter bombers and fighters cauvsed considerable

e to bulldings and rallroad yards at Nanchang. Japanese bombers

L}

raided Kaoyaoj details are not available,

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

stralian troops operating near the northeastern New Guinea coast

on 29 March patrolled from Nangapo to Jam Jam without contact.

1.

Sth Air Force B-2G's bombed and machine-gunned enemy bivouacs an

supply dumps near Wewak, starting large fires.and destroying buildings.
A-20's attacked shipping in the same area, damaging one lugger and other
small craft and starting large oll fires on Mushu Island. Smaller missions
of Allied aireraft attacked other targets in New Guinea and along the New
Britain ccast.

During that day and the next, seven Catalinas and two B=2l's

bombed Woleai Island, LBO miles west of Truk, starting a large fire in

the airstrip area,
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A late communigue from General MacArthur's headquarters describes
heavy attacks on the airdrome at Hollandia where some 100 planes were destroyed
on the ground and another 10 (probably 17) shot down in aerial combat,
Solomons=-basad heavy bombers attacked Truk, damaging enemy installations
and destroying L9 enemy planes on the runway. In a running LiS-minute
,

hattle with 90 Iintercepting planes; our bombers shot down five to 20 of

the enemy for a loss of one of thelr own number.

6 South Pacific bombers . and

2. On 20 March
Habaul area, hitting a runway and starting large fires in a supply area.
Small ralds were carried out apainst targets of opportunity on Bougainville
Island. Our troops continue to patrol actively beyond the beachhead. The

known enemy dead since 8 March in the Torokina area total l,389.

3. Delayed reports of surface actlon in the Central Pacific Area
state that our ground forces, after mopping up Ailinglapalap on 22 March,
moved on to Ebon where all but three Japs were killed or captured on the

. 2lith after using a white flag ruse. On the latter day our forces cccupled

lj. Central Pacific aircraft chiefly concentrated thelr efforts against
Jaluit Atoll on 28 March, dropping 18 tons of bombs. Wotje was raided by
18 planes which dropped four tons. All our planes returned.

EASTERN FRONT

Red Armies attacked southeast of Vitebsk, east of Mogilov, and at

Kovel and Brody during 30 March. Soviet units captured Cernauti; northwest

o
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EUROPEAN THEATER

l. During the night of 27-20 March, some 120 enemy planes mads
scattered attacks over Enpland, chiesfly over the southwestern countiee
P

where they set fire to an ammunition dump. Eight (probably 11) enemy

planas were ghot down.

2. The Bth Air Force missions which attacked airfields at Reims,
DIijon, Chartres, and Chateaudun on 28 March dropped 937 tons of ineen-
diaries and high explosives. Thers was no enemy opposition, the only
two B=17's lost being shot down by antiaireraft fire. Escorting firhters
gaw but one enemy plane in the ailr; they destroyed 30 ensmy airerafi on
tha ground. Three P-5l's failed to return. Other Allied missions dropped
75 tone of bombs and machine-gunned military objectives in the Dieppe-
Houan and Abbeville-Amiens areas.

On 29 March, 185 B-17's attacked targets at Brunswick, 80 others

bombed secondary objectives, and 82 B-2l's hit targets along the channel

coast; all results were uncbserved.
MEDITERRANEAN
L

1. Escorted heavy bombers of the Strategic Alr Force attacked rail-
road yards at Verona and Vestre with a total of 1,042 tons of explosives
on 28 March; good to excellent results were achieved and 11 of more than
100 enemy planes encountered were destroyed for the loss of six of our

fighters., Tactical Air Force medium bombers hit rallrcad bridges at

Perugia, Rignano and Certaldo; and the railroad junction at Montepescali,
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Lighter aireraft attacked a tank factory at Tiveli, gun positions, motor
vehicles and lines of communication in the battle areas,; harbor instal-
lations at Castiglioncello, and railroad bridges near Grosseto, That

nizht heavy and medium bombers hit the Milan railroad yards.

2. There was little ground astivity in Italy during the 2i4-hour

Cassino heavy enemy artillery

2]
=]
H

period ending at noon on 29 March.

and mortar fire was silenced by Allied artillery. Enemy snipars were

n the town; our artillery sngaged enemy taniks near the Continental

forces inflicted 250 casualties on the enemy near Lenikot

ack at Sangshak, 28 miles

ies to British troops and caused
The next day Japanese attacks near Kharasom wera repulsed., Chinese troops

wera attacking Shadusgup from the east.

2. B8ixteen P-j0's of the 1lhth Alr Force attacked Anmyl on 27 March.
Three rocket—carrying P-40's bombed and machine-gunned btulldings and
troop concentrationg in the Slenning area. The next day four B-25's scored
direct hits on four buildings in the barracks area at Vinh Yen.

PACIFIC AND BOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATEI

1. In the Admiralties US troopa ccoupled Loniu on Los Negroa during

-l -
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28 March. On Manus patrols from Lorengau were active on the tralls to
the west and scuthwest.
In the Astrolabe Bay area Allied patrols from Yalauw reported

the area to the Guabe River clear of the enemy.

Twalve B-2l's of the 5th Air Force bormbed the Penfoel airdrome

H

{mor and Australian Catalinas attacked the runway areas at Babo in

western New Guinea.

2. Durinz the night of 26-27 March five B-25's started numercus

fires in the Habaul area. The next day more than 100 South Pacifie

bombed the Vunapope and Talili Bay supply installaticons with high expleo-

sives and incendiary bomba, leaving the areas ablaze, Aerial photographs

showed many bulldings destroyed. Intenaive antiaircraft fire was encountered

m i

by these missions. Twenty-saven Navy planes started fires at Tawui Point
with 18 tons cof bombs. Other US planes attacked supply and fuel dumps

1
I

on Boupainville and patrolled over our Torokina beachhead.

3. OCentral Pacific aircraft dropped a total of B8 tons of bombs on
Ponape, Jaluit, Wotje, Tarca and Mille during 26 and 27 March. In the
mission against Ponape our aircraflt were Iintercapted by 15 Japansse planes

"

of which nine (probably 12) were destroyed for the loss of one B-25.

EASTERN FRONT

Intense fighting continued at Kovel and Tarmopol during 29 Marchj
the latter eity has been completely surrounded by Soviet units for several

days. Northwest of Cernauti Red Army troops pushed forward ten miles to

-3
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cut the Lwow-Cernauti rail line, The 8 ta crossed t Pruth nort f
Cernaut 1 ware firht v he ocutskirt It tom. To t Ll
further Soviet 1eAs wWar 1de southeast of ti. From Balta, whie
was captured, t {lolaey, R ts aont ed to pus ward as the
rermans withdraw.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

In the course of Bth Air Force missions against F'.ranch airdromes
on 27 March, forty-two (probably 45) enemy planes were shot down for a
loss of six bombers and 10 fighters.

On 28 March & total of 380 escorted B-17's werse dispatched on
successful missions against the airdromes at Reims, Dijon, Chartres and

Chateaudun,
i MEDITERRANEAN

l. During the night of 2627 March, 77 Allied planes dropped 138
tons of explosives on the railroad yards &t Vicenza with observed effect.
The following day medium, light and fighter bombers attacked
bridges at Fano, Pogglbonsi, Marseclano, Perugla, and (Orosseto, raided
supply dumps, motor vehicles and pun emplacements southeast of Home,
and attacked the Aquila and Rimini airfields. Allied fighters flew

anti-shipping patrols off the Dalmatian coast destroying at least seven

small craft and damaging several others, attacked dock installations
and small surface craft at Follonlca and Castiglioncello, and machine-
gurnned storage depots, enemy bivouacs and motor wvehicles south of
DMurazzo., The Mediterranean Allied Air Forces flew 141l sorties during
this period; enemy planes made 50 sorties over central Italy and the

battle area.

2. Activity on the main Italian battle line and in the Anszic area

for the 24-hour period ending at noon on 28 March was confined to

e
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patrolling and artillery dusls.
TIC THEATER

1, Two B=24's bombad Lassihing Bay, northwest Sumatra, on 25
March., On the 26th Allied tactical airecraft bombed and machine-punned
enemy positions, installations, and communications throughout western
and northern Burma, also attacking river and rail traffic in central
Burma, The next day eight B-24's hit enemy dumps at EKamaing with 24
tons of explosives., Lighter Allied aireraft continued their operations

of the previocus day.

2, On 26 March 1l4th Air Force P-40's skip-bombed and sank a
small coastal vessel and damaged four barges in the South China Sea,
The following day B=25's gpcrn*..ln,s{ near Vinh Yen in French Inde-China
damaged a bridge, destroyed & factory and bombed railroad yards and

rolling stock.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. During 27 March 34 heavy, medium and light bombers from the
Southwest Pacific Area dropped 74 tons of explesives on enemy blvouacs
and supply dumps in the Wawak area; 38 B-24's and B-25's attacked anti-
gircraft positions and fuel dumps near Hansa Bay with 84 tons., At
Uligan, five B-24's destroyed two bridges and started fires, Fighter
bombers raided supply installations in the Astrolabe Bay area. To
the west Australian Catalinas attacked Kaimana, Dutch New Cuinea, start-

ing fires in the town and leaving & merchant wvessel afire in the harber.
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2. Twenty-two South Pacific B-24's bombed Pulusuk Island, southwest
of Truk, on 26 March, A mlssion of 23 B-25's hit the rumway and dispersal
area at Vunakanau, Light bomber missions totalling 59 planes attacked
the Kavieng alrdrome, destroyed a heavy gun position and left the rumway
unserviceable; seven B-25's and 37 fighters carried ocut harassing raids
in the Rabaul area. Other air missions bombed a radar station on eastern

New Britain and heavily raided enemy positions on Bougainville.

3. On 25 March 13 B-25's and 16 Merine fighters from the Centrsl
Pacific attacked the enemy installations on Ponape; one flight of three
B-25's shot down four (probably five) of 15 intercepting Japanese planes,
Thirteen B-25's bombed the runway area on Maloelap, Other US planes hit
targets on Jaluit, Wotje, and Milla,

The next day US planes raided Ponape and Pingelap.

EASTERN FRONT

There was flerce fighting without change in the Kovel and Brody
areas during 28 March., Northwest of Cernauti Red Army units advanced
20 miles while northeast of Kamensts-Podolsk the German salient was
further reduced. From Balti to Pervomaisk pressure toward the south
resulted in short advances, North of Voznesensk the Soviets crossed

the Bug River, advancing about 20 miles. In the extreme south Nikolaev

was captured.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

During 26 March 503 B-17's and B-24's escorted by 254 fighters
from the 8th and 9th Alr Forces attacked 16 sites along the Pas de Calais
coast; 1271 tons were dropped and serial photographs indicated that
gxcellent or good results were obtained on the majority of the targets.
Five bombers were lost to antiaircraft fire; no enemy alrcraft were
encountered by these missioms, Medlum and light bombers dropped 723
tons on the Ijmuiden port area reporting falr to good results; one bomber
is missing, Escorted fighter bombers reported fair to good results in
a series of dive bombing attacks on military objectives in northwestern
France; others attacked the Beauvais and Crell railroad yards with fair
to good results.

That night Essen was attacked by 676 BAF planes with 3037 tons of
explosive and incendiary bombs; two enemy aireraft were destroyed and
nine bombers are misaing, Additional bombers dropped 519 tens of high

| explosives on the Courtral railroad yards reporting good concentrations
of bursts; all aireraft returned. Meosquite bombers continued their
herassing raids and feints,

On 27 March 751 US heavy bombers escorted by approximately 948

fighters attacked an airdrome and airplane factory at Tours and airdromas

near La Rochelle, Bordeaux and Biarritz; further details have not been

reported.
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MEDI TERRANEAN

1. On 26 March ascorted US heavy bombers dropped 57 tons on
Fiume, 47 tons on the Rimini railroad yards, and 67 tons on the Maniago
airdrome; five (probably ten) enemy planes were shot down. Tactieal
Alr Farce medium bombers attacked the Arezzo viaduct with excellent
results, and US fighter bombera scored direct hits on a railroad bridpe
northwest of Stimigliane. P-40's attacked pun pesitions in the Anzlo
area and an ammoni tion dump at Fontana Lird; 23 A-20's haressed troop
concentrations mear Velletrl, Allled fighters patrolled the battls
areas and shot down two enemy planes. Coastal Alr Force P-39's bombed
Castiglioncello harbor and alse made & direct hit on the Cecina rail-

road bridge. During the day we lost one B-17 and four fiphters.

2. Allied units at Anzio repulsed small-scals enemy attacks
during the Z2{-hour period ending at noon on 27 March. Near Cassino
&n enemy attack along the Terelle road was repulsed by artillery fire,

Patrolling and regrouping continued elsewhere along the fronts,
ASIATIC THEATER

1, During 24 March Allied light and fighter bombers continusd
their widespread missions on enemy installations in northern and central
Burma; 35 RAF planes flew offensive sweeps in the Naga Hills area, 22
dive-bombers raided the Kalewa and Homalin areas, and 18 planes attacked
anemy positions near Mintha, The next day 62 RAF fiphters attacked

river craft in the Mayu-Kaladan area and near Sittaung; other planes

-3 -
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patrolled the Chin Hills-Naga Hills area.

5ix Japanese planes ralded an airdrome at Cox's Bazar causing
soms casualties; the alrstrip was temporarily out of service, Allied
aircraft intercepted 15 enemy plames about to land &t the Anisakan air-
field, shooting down seven (probably nine), and destroying two on the

ground; two FP-38's are missing.

2, British forces in the Arakan sector cleared the enemy from
j the area 1% miles soutlwest of Ngakyedauk during 25 March., West of
the upper Chindwin a Japenese force was reported moving northwest near
Ehanjang, In the Hukawng Valley & Chinese force captured an enemy
position three miles north of Shaduzup, which is still being held by
the enemy. US and Chinese troops to the east forced a crossing of a

stream and advanced to within three milea of the town.

3. 1lith Afr Force B-25's attacked shipping and harbor installations
at Bakli Bay on Halnan Island during 26 March. Incomplete reports indi-
1 :' cate that two medium-sized wvessels were sunk and bomb hits scored on the

-

railroad tracks and loading equipment.
PACTIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC RS

1. Our ground forces in the Admiralties were engaged in mopping
up operations during 25 March, On Manus, our troops, supported by A-20's,
captured strong enemy positions and reached a point BOO yards southwest
of Rossun, Allied patrels on New Britain found more than 100 enemy dead
on the trails northwest of Lamogai; in the Talasea area Marine patrols

reached San Hemo Plantation,
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Allied planes continued their attacks on the enemy installations
in the Wewak area dwring the day, 34 B-24's and 35 B-25's dropping 174
tons of bombs on fuel and supply dumps, starting large fires, and silencing
enemy gun positions, Other B-25's attacked shipping slong the northeastern
New Guinea coast. Allied light end fighter bombers destroyed buildings
and barges at Altape, machine-gunned villages in the Pondo Point area and
attacked Japanese gun positions north of Daumoina and & camp on the

Bogad jJim road.

2., 0On 25 March 130 L'S planes from the South Pacific Area attacked
targets in the Rabaul area starting large fires and destroying buildings.
A B-25 hit the radar staetlon at Adler Bay and machine-gunned a similar
installation on Cape St. George. Other light bombers attacked the enemy
runway at Kavieng., US fighters machine-gunned troop=laden trucks on the
east coast of New Irelend and attacked the Mibo River bridge and bivouac

ares in Bougainville, One of our bombars was lost and another 1s missing.

3. On 24 March 54 Central Pecific Army and Navy planes continued
gur bombing raids on enemy installations at Ponepe and in the Marshall

Islands with 29 tons of explosives.
TEHN FRONT

The Soviet offensive south of Tarnopol during 27 March carried Red
army units to within four miles of Cernauti, Houmania., Cerman troops
were withdrawing from the salisnt south of Proskurov. South of Mogllove-

Podolsk, the Soviets advanced northwest and southeast; small gains were

-l -
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also made west of Pervomaisk., There was no change elsewhere on the

Easterm Front.

In order to coordinate policy on invasion pub
Department, referring to & planned news broadcast on 9 April by flve
correspondents in England to describe invasion preparations, informed

feneral Eisenhower of the followlng subjects which by agreament are

to be avolded:
1. No indication, within wide limits, of time,
2. No mention of new or rat .
- e e T P . e N RE R s R T e LR
J. HNo lndication of composition or size of forces,

4+ No mention, other than overall Europe, of

rraphy.
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

During the night of 24-25 March, three Army B-2L's and one Navy
B-3l; attacked the Paramushirc area with uncbserved results; one B-34

failed to retumn.

EUROPEAN THEATER

During the night of 24-25 March, 6lli RAF bombers dropped 2,571 tons
of incendiaries and high explosives on Berlin, starting widespread fires;
74 planes were lost. Small missions of Meosquitoes raided Hamburg, Kiel
and Duisburg and bombed airfields in Holland, France and Belgium.

A total of 115 enemy alrecraft operated over southeast England
during the night, the majority penetrating to the London area; large
fires were started but soon controlled,and some damage caused to public
utilities. Five (probably six) enemy planes were shot down.

The next day 1L& escorted B-26's dropped 26l tons of bombs on the
Hiraon railway center. Eleven Mosguitoes bombed military objectives in
the DMeppe-Houen area.

During the night of 25-26 March, 182 HAF bombera dropped 890 tons
of bombs on the Aulnoye railroad vards. Twenty-two RAF Lancasters
attacked the Lyon airplane engine works and other British planes laid
mines off the French coast, Frisian Islands and Texel. Mosguitoess

raided Berlin, Hanover, and the railrodd yards at Hamm,

MEDITERFANEAN

1. During the night of 2L-25 March Strategic Air Force bombera

iy
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dropped 107 tons of explosives on the Sofia railroad yards through
heavy clouds. Tactical airecraft bombed Matelica,motor wehlcles at
Albano,and communication facilities at Castel Raimondo.

The next day US medium bombers attacked the harbor at Leghorn
and a railroad bridge at Rignanc. Additional Allied planes patrolled
the battle areas and attacked enemy gun positions. BHAF planes in anti-
shipping sweepe over the Aegean Sea sank two small ships and damaged

several others.

», / \
-’ 2. There was little activity on the Italian frontsdurins the
Lh-hour period ending at noon on 26 March, /,
ASTATIC THEATER
l. On 23 March, Allied aircraft bombed Kalewa, the railroad
yards at Shwebo, and enemy positic in northern and
wastern Burma. Thet night heavy bombers
bridges and attacked railrocad traffiec in
’ heavy bomber missions durdng 2l March attacked supply installations at

Pyingaing, met fire to a factory at Ye-U and bombed the Shweba railroad
yards; 102 US and British planes attacked enemy positions in the Buthidaung

area and carried out offensive sweeps over northern and western Purma.

2. 8ix B-2l's of the 1lLth Air Force scored numercus hits on a motor
pool and fuel dump near Mangshih on 25 March. One B-25 attacked 33 rail-
road cars in northeast Inde-China and destroyed four buildingas at Thanh

Hoa. All our planes returnad.

-
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PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

l, US cavalry patrols on Mamus in the Admirelties cirecled enemy

5 Los Nagros

positions near Rossun from the east and west on 25 Marchj on
our units held a line two miles west of Papitalal and occupied an east-

wost line 12 miles south of Lombrum Point. Our patrols occupi

and Ndrova Islands,
On New Britain Allied patrols returned from the Gasmata and
Lindenhafen areas which had bean found unoccupied. At Arawe our units
- continued to reconnoiter the trails to the northeast. In the Talasea

area Marine units moved to Numundo Plantation, the Kulu River area and
Linga Linga; a patrol cireled the Willawmez Peninsula without contact.

Australian P-l0's bembed and machine-gunned esnemy positions on

Garove Island during 2l March. The next day 5th

207 tons of explosives on the airfisld, bivouas and supply areas at Wewnl

and Boram; 18 A-20's attacked the bivouac area at Bunabum,

I 2, Adir and naval units contimued close support of our Tordcina

beachhead on 25 March. GSince 9 March the known enemy dead in this area
totals 2,106,

During the night of 23-2l, March search planes bombed Namatanai and
the Kavienz airfield and started a largs fira on Choiseul, The following
day 21 B-25's hit the revetment area and runway at Tobera. « A total of 77
Army and Navy bombers attacked the airfield and pun positions at Vunakanau
and 37 fighters started fires at Vunapope, In the Torckina area B9 Navy

bombers raidad enamy gun positions and supply points.
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3. Eighteen Central Pacifie B-2L's dropped Li9% tons of bombs on
barracks and coil storage installations at Wake Island on 23 March. Army,
Navy and Marine planes attacked Wotje, Taroa, Hon ralap, Jaluit, Ponape
and Ant Islands, The next day 5L Army and NHavy planes continued our

bombing raids on e enemy installations in the Marshall Islands with

29 tons of explosives.

The Red Armies scored new gains south and southwest of Tarnopol
March; a small German garrison in the city has been surrounded. South

f Froskurov the German withdrawal continued and the Soviets near Kaments-

(=]

Pr

lskk are threatening to isclate the remaining Cerman troops in the

galient. Hed forces have reached the Pruth on a S0=-mile front south of

Mogilov-Podolsk. The Germans continued to hold Nikolaev despite strong

Soviet attacks.
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WESTERN HEMTSPHERE

The ports en St. Lucia, Antilles, have been closed until special
mine sweeping operations have been complated following the explosion

of an enemy mine in the area on 24 March,

EURQFEAN THEATER

During the night of 23=-24 March RAF aircraft dropped 328 tons of
high explosives on the laon railroad yards, 56 tons on the Lyon motor
vehicle works and 22 tons on Dortmund.,

Detailed reperts of 8th Alr Force missions on the next day state
that 60 Strategic Air Force B=17's dropped 130 tons of bombs on
Schweinfurt with unobserved results, 162 B-17's caused heavy damage
in the city area of Frankfurt with 382 tons, and 148 B-24's hit vital
installations and caused many fires in attacks at the 5t. Dizier
airfield with 463 tons; 33 B-24's drepped 95 tons on Nancy. More than
500 US fighters escorted the above operations. There was a notable
lack of enemy reaction to these attacks, in which our losses totalled
three B-17's and five fighters (two bombers and two fighters were lost

in collisions). 9th Alr Force P=47's dropped 18 tons of genersl purpose

bombs on the Bernay airfleld,
TE {EAN

1, On 22 March & reconnaissance in force by Allied commando and
Partisan troops scattered the enemy garrison on Hvar; 100 Germans and

Ttalians were captured. The commindos evacuated the island the following

g e
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night, leaving the Partisans to mop up any remaining resistance,

Allied casualties were negligible,

2, 'The Italian front was generally quiet during the 24<hour
period ending &t noon on 25 March except at Cassino where soms Allied
forward units withdrew to more favorable positions; an intense
counterbattery program supported this movement. Allisd tenks are
operating in the town area,

The result of a raid by eight enemy planes on the harber of

Anzio was not reported; two (probably three) Cerman planes were shot

down by antiaircraft fire.

3« Allied fliers reported & good concentration of bursts when

49 planes dropped 78 tons of bombs on the rail yards, a repalr shop
and a marehouse At Padua during the nipht of 23-24 March, Strategic
missions the following day pounded the yards and railroad bridges at
Riminl and near Ancona with 335 tons. One B-24 formetion encountered

] 25 to 30 enemy fighters which attacked aggressively, using rockets;
ten (probably 11) German planes were destroyed for a loss of five
B-24's. Three other heavies were lost because of sccidents.

Medium bembars of the Tactical Air Force attacked supply and
bivouac areas northwest of Cassino, shipping and docks at Leghorn and
rail facilities at Orvieto, Sulmona and Fano. Our light and fighter
bombers struck at gun positions and troop concentrations in the Cassino

area, enemy communications in central Italy, and shipping off the

Dalmatian and western Itellian comsts., Allied tactical sircraft
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destroyed ten enemy aircraft for the loss of three P-47's. In all
the Mediterranean Allied Air Forces flew 1,541 sortles. Approximately
75 enemy alreraft were sctive over the battle areas durlng the daylight

hours.

ASTATIC THEATER

1. Delayed summaries for 20, 2] and 22 March report continued
attacks by Allied tacticdl aireraft on enemy supply lnstallations in
northern Burms and the lmrassing of Japanese positions along the
saveral battlefronts. During the night of 21-22 March four B-24's
started fires in the dump areas at Prome and the following night British

Wellingtons bombed similar targets at Teungup.

By 23 March road machinery was working on the Ledo Head 28
miles past Shingbwiyang., Orading was completed through Shingbwiyang
and for five and one-half miles beyond; the road was paved 92 milas.
Rainfall during the past week was negligible, Heavy truck convoys now

coperate as far as Mainglkwan with jeep convoys to and from Walawbum.

3. On 24 March British troops successfully attacked the enemy
units which had infiltrated to within five miles of Maungdaw in the
Arakan sector, causing them to withdraw two miles southward. In the
Kabaw Valley British forces evacuated the landing strip near Tamu.
thinese units advancing southward in the Hukawng Valley contacted &

Japanese force of unreported strength nine miles scuth of Tasu Bum,
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PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACTFIC THEATERS

1, Duwing 24 March US cavalry units on Los Negros maintained
contact with the Japanese force surrcunded on the high ground two
miles southwest of Papltalai Misaion. Our cavalry troops on Manus
advanced south of Lorengau to within 100 yards of Rossun, where they
encountared enemy positions prepared in depth; patrols from Lorengau
reached Drawa and Drano,

Allied naval craft, shelling Pitylilu Island, destroyed houses,
& fuel dump, three launches and an antlaircraft pesition. A fusl
dump on Mussau was &lso destroyed.

Inclement weather precluded major air operations. A night

B-24 scored & direct hit on & minesweeper 100 miles north of Wewak.

2, In offensive missions during 23 March, seven South Pacific
B=-24's bombed Kahili, 24 B=25's started fires at Buka, and 15 B=24's
destroyed bulldings in the supply area at Rataval. Other aircraft
harassed Rabaul, raided Karavia Bay and targets in the Shortlands, and

hit enemy gun positions outside our perimeter defense at Torokina.

3. On 24 March & determined Japanese attack on the northwestern
sactor of the Torokina beachhead was repulsed after it had forced a
slight breakthrough; an estimated 300 Japanese dead were reported

inside cur lines, All our positions were completely restored,

4. Central Pacific aircraft dropped six tons of bombs on Wotje,

elght tons on Taroa, and seven tons on Emid) during 22 March., Ammy

and Navy planes, rearming at Majuro, attacked Mille twice.

-
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drive in the south during 25

March, registering important gains south and southeast of Tarno
capturing Proskurov, clearing the Proskurov-Zhmarinka rall line
Iriving to within ten miles of the Pruth River southwest ol

Fodolsk. Soviat units continued to close

Mogl lov-
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GENEE

Tha War Department has advised &ll theaters of the critical
shortage of paper and has asked for estimates of the tonnage of waste

paper that can be returned to this country.

EURCPEAN THEATER

During the night of 22-23 March, 736 RAF bombers dropped explosives
and incendiaries on Frankfurt with pood results. The bombs included
18 four<tonners and 44F two-tomners. Thirty-four bombers were lost.
Qther RAF planes flew harassing mlssions over the Continent and laid
minas in Kiel harbor and in other enemy waters. Twenty enemy aircraft
crossed the English coast but only four reached the Lendon area where
some demage was caused,

Final claims for our heavy bomber missions against Brunswick, Munster
and Hamm on 23 March are 61 (probably 74) enemy planes destroyed for a
loss of 28 heavy ombers and four fighters. 9th Air Force medium bombers
attacked the Creil railroad yards with 38l tons of bombs, the Beaumont-le-
Roger airdrome with 54 tons, and the Beauvais-Tille airdrome with 14 tons,
One hundred forty-six other B-26's bombed the Haine St. Paul railroad yards
with 270 tons without encounters, claims or losses,

Bth Air Force missions totalling 455 bombers and 599 fighters were
airborne during the moming of 24 March, Schweinfurt and Frankfurt were

bombed with uncbserved results; good results were ocbtained at Nancy airdrome.

Several unreported alternate targets were also attacked.
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MEDITERRANEAN

l, BSolta, off the Dalmatian coast, was raided on 19 March by a
commando force of British and Amerdican troops, supported from the air.
Troops landed during the preceding night and attacked the German garrison
in the town of Orochote the next morning, following an aesrial bombardmant.

Of the entire island garrison of 106, one officer and 97 men were taken

-

priscners and the remainder killed. One American was killed. On 22 March

another "ﬂr*‘F reviaitad the 151.1r1v:‘:§:1.-;5 have scattered the new garrisenm
& -"J‘.Jl""".l"tﬁ Tivisiema | ¥ Ak Phblul'l'-‘!1 I.H'tu H-..(/
o hfﬂti-n'nu Frome the Uq?ir:. avta.

2, . During the night of 22-23 March, B0 Allied heavy bombers dropped

151 tons of bombs on the oad yards at Fore than tean enemy

planes bombed Xomiza (Vis Island) causing ies, The

next day low elouds and icing conditions prevepted attacks by our strategic

alreraft. Tactical Alr Force missions included the bombing of the rallroad

yards at Florence by 72 B-26's and the destruction of both approaches to the
Pontassieve railroad bridge by 244 B=-25's. Fighter aircraft attacked gun
positions near Cassino and Esperia and flew offensive missions over Yugoslavia
and the Adriatic coast. HNo enemy ailr activity was cbserved. Our planes

flew 803 sorties and destroyed two enemy aircraft on the ground; one

Spitfire failed to return.

3., The Anzio area was generally quiet durding 2l March; Alliaed
artillery destroyed seven enemy tanks. Flghting alonz the main Italian
battle line centered around Cassino where continued heavy German resistance
was sncountered. Allied troops in the Adriatlic sector carriad ocut active

patrolling; late in the afterncon there was a decidad increase in enemy

e
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artillery activity near that coast, while thera was evidence of other

increasing enemy activity. There was no change on the X Corps front.

ASIATIC THEATER

During 22 March British and US planes flew 301 offensive sorties
over Burma, ettacking enemy troops and installations along the fronts,and
storage areas near Mylitkylna, Kamaing and Mogaung. The next day RAF planes
destroyed enemy river craft and attacked pun positions in the Arakan
'] gector, Four Allied aircraft hit the enemy-held field at Tamu, destroying
three grounded Hurricanes which had landad theare the previous dayr due to
bad weather. Twelve U5 P-5l's bombed Naba Junction starting fires.
’ US and Chinese forces driving from the east cccupied Shaduzup during
23 March. Other Chinese units maintained contact with the enemy four
miles north of the town, and a reinforced US battalion cut the main road
12 miles to the south. Japanese troops forced the British to withdraw
west from Sangjing and enemy patrols operated 15 miles southwest of Ukhrul.
’I In the Arakan sector an estimated 200 Japanese were reported to have
infiltrated northward to an area five miles southeast of Maungdaw.
/ Battle casualties for the Burma theater of operations for the pe ri-::-.i\
19 December 1943 to 29 February 19LL (exclusive of Air Force):

British XV Corps (Arakan Area)
Killed Wounded Missing Total

Britigh 286 582 152 1,020
Indian Troops (Including
Gurkhas & West African) igg 1,519 52l 2,118
Total 6l1 2,121 a76 3,L38
o8 T
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Killed Wounded Missing Total

British IV Corps (Chin Hills)

Rritish 23 10l 3 130
Indian (Including Curkhas Th 357 1 Llss

% West African gty
Total 97 TS T %

Allied Forees (North Burma
Hukawng Valley)

Chinese 772 TT6 g1 1,582
American 19 L 2 25
Total oL TH0 5 L,607
Grand Total 1,529 3,362 729 64520

he periocd; 62 prisoners of war were captured,

It is estimated that 11,315 Japanese were killed and wounded 'ﬁ:rV
| \t

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

During 23 March Allied patrols operated west of Saldor as far as
Bogadjim Flantation without contact.

In the Admiralties, enemy resistance continued near Rossun; on Los
Negros the remaining Japanese unite were completely surrounded. Allied
patrols landed on Hambutyo and Ndrowa. Fifty B-2L's and B-25's dropped

, 173 tons of bombs on enemy installations at Hansa Bay., Alexishafen-and
dump and bivouac areas at Dagua and Kairiru were hit by 30 B=25's with 35
tons of explosives.  Feconnaissance B-2l's sank a small cargo vessel in
Broken Water Bay.

South Pacific alr mliseions during 22 March included attacks by
ten B-2li's on Tobera, 23 B-25's on Lakunai, md 70 light bombers on

Vunakanau. A total of 92 light and fighter bomber sorties wera flown

against enemy gun positions outside our Torokina perimeter and against
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bivouas areas near the Laruma and Reini Rivers,

Red Army troops continued to push forward in the socuthermn sector

2l March, registering g

of the Bug River

tc the north ikolaev from

three sides were making thelr strongest effort from the north. In the

Crimea Red forces attacked at the Sivash erossings and at Kerch
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HOP THEA

1. During the night of 21-22 March Allied coastal batteries shelled
&n enemy convoy leaving Boulogne. After several probable hits the convoy
put in at Calais, The enemy replied by shelling the Dover area, causing

some property damage,

4, Heavy bombers of the Bth Air Force attacked Brunswick, Munster,
the railroad yards at Hamm, and airdromes at Werl, Handorf and Achmer, on
23 March, Of 798 bombers and an equal number of fighters dispatched, 27
heavy bombers and six fighters are missing., Twenty enemy planes wara

destroyed by our fighters.
MEDT TERRANEAN

1. On 22 March, 199 B-17's and B-24's escorted by 151 fighters
dropped 542 tons of bombs on the main railroad yards at Verona, Bologna
and Rimini; 15 to 20 enemy planes were encountered over Verona, two of
which were destroyed, From these missions five B-17's failed to return.
Tactical missions bombed the Pogeibonsi railroad bridge and the viaduct
waest of Arezzo, attacked Popoli, dropped food to our ground units
operating in Cassino, attacked enemy gun positions, and flew of fensive
missions along the Dalmatian coast. Approximately 60 enemy sorties

were {lown of which 50 were over the Cassino area. Six planes were

destroyed by our Tactical Air Force without loss.
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2. At the beachhead, an enemy raid southwest of Carroceto on 23
March was repulsed. Allied troops were making slow progress in Cassino
whare very severe fighting was taking place; New Zealand forces renewed
attacks against the German strong points on the western side of the town,
The enemy sustained casualties in an unsuccessful attack in the town area.

Patreolling activity was reported in the Adriatic secter.

ASTATIC THEATER

l. On 20 March, P-40's operating in the Hon Gay area destroyed a
barge and & small vessel, damaged a bridge, and set fire to buildings.
That night Allisd B-24's attacked the Martaban-Moulmein area, starting
scattered fires. The followlng day escorted B-25's destroyed the highway
bridge and heavily damapged the railway bridge at Meza. At Monywa, P-38's
sot oll dumps afire and damaged ten river eraft. Allied fighters
cperating along the Irrawaddy betwsen Prome and Chauk damaged five
factories and 172 small boats in addition to destroying a train, Supplies

were dropped to our troops in Burma by 50 Allied light bombers.

2, B-25's of the l4ith Air Force attacked reil installations and
equipment in French Indo-China during 22 March. At Phu Dlen Chau a
locomotive was destroyed and a railroad bridge and station and some
freight cars damaged. Contimuing their mission the planes damaged the
railroad bridge at Ha Trung, destroyed a locomotive at Dong Oiao and

hit three river steamers and destroyed a locomotive at Nam Dinh,

The next day two B-25's bombed the railroad yards and destroyed rolling
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stock at Van Tral and attacked bridges along the Culf of Tongklng.

3. In Burma Allied and Japanese forward units in the Arsakan
sector continued to clash in the tunnel areas and near Buthidaung
during 22 March., Strong British patrols reached the junction of the
Pi and Kaladan Rivers. Allied troops in the Chin Hills continued to
move northward, their rear guards carrying out demolitions. Enemy
columns driving westward from the Chindwin reached Ukhrul and were
approaching Khanjang. In the Hukawng Valley, American Ranger units
advanced to the Manpin area. Chinese troops in this region advanced
to Tinglunkawng. Near Sumprabum Allied troops continued to attack the

Japanese forces withdrawing to the scuth,

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. Our troops operating in the Admiralties met stiffened resistance
south of Rossun during 22 March. An enamy counterattack south of Lombrum
Point was repulsed; enemy pockets of resistance in the area were being
cleared. Our ground forces, in this area, were supported by destroyer
fire during the day.

In New Cuinea, Australian and US patrols were active in the
Ealikeo area.

Alrfield and antiaircraft installations near Wewak were attacked
during the day by 33 B-24's with 261 half-ton bombs, In anti-shipping
gwaeps between Wewak and Aitape B-25's, A-20's and P-40's sank 24 small
enemy {reighters, luggers and barges and probably destroyed an additional

eight barges, These planss also bombed and machine-gunned supply dumps,

"
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bivouacs, end buildings at Altape.

2, South Pacific aireraft continued assaults on enemy installations
near Rabaul during 21 March, 55 medium and fighter-bombers hitting the
runway and revetment areas at Lakunai and 77 B-24's and Navy bombers
attacking similar targets at Vunakanau. Antiaircraft fire was heavy
and accurate, Other planes raided targets at Numa Numa and Monoitu
Mission and hit enemy camps and positions nsar Torokina, OQur destroyers
shelled enemy positions near the beachhead,

The occupation of Emirau Island was completed by 21 March.

EASTERN FRONT

Strong Soviet attacks were renewed against Vitebsk during 23 March.
In the Tarnopol-Proskurov aresé Red Army trocps cut the remaining enamy
railroad feeding the German salient between Tarnopol and Mogilov-Podolsk.
South of Mogilov-Podolsk the Soviets advanced to within 18 miles of the
Pruth River. West of Pervomaisk, Red Avmy units advanced to within eight

miles of the railrmed to that town. There was no substantial change at

Nikolaev,




Zo 3(’)

WAR DEPARTMENT
DAILY OPFRATIONAL SUMMARY
No, B3.L
0700 March 22 to 0700 March 23, 1944

FOR

—

g

=

ITE HOU.

IHE






UECLASSIFIED
08D Lettear, H-B-TH

WESTERN HEMISPHERE

Tha let Battalion of the Caribbean Regiment, a British organization
now being activated, will be staged at Fort Eustis, Virginia, during

pril prior to its departure for the North African Theater.

EURCPEAN THEATER

1. In a sweep over France on 21 March, P-Sl's destroyed 21 enemy
planes in the air and on the ground for a loss of seven P-5l's, Thirty-
eight RAF planes on offensive patrols over France and Holland destroyed

a8ix more enemy planes.

2. About 100 enemy aircraft attacked southeast England on the
night of 21-22 March chiefly with incendiaries; L1 London boroughs
reported damage, the brunt being borne by the dock area. Damace was
not seriouns. A direct hit on Paddington Station caused some disruption
of service. Eight (probably 10) enemy planes were ghot down by Allied
night fighters. BRAF Moaquitoes countered with attacks on Oolegne, Aachen

and Oberhausen.

3. Seven hundred forty-saven US heavy bombers escorted by 913
fighters were dispatched cn 22 March to attack aircraft assembly com-
ponentes and engine plants in the Berlin area. Preliminary reports state
that cloud conditions forced the greater part of the planes to bomb the
eity itself; cne enemy plane was shot down for a loss of 13 bombers and

13 fighters.
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MEDITERRANEAN

1, The B00 sorties flomm by Mediterranean Allied Air Forece planes
during 21 March included medium bomber strikes on viaducts at Arezzo and
Bugine and railroad bridges at Poggibonsi and Cecina. Fighter bombers
attacked railroad bridges and enemy transportation near Rome and gun
positions in the Angio area. Allied fighter alreraft harassed enemy
shipping off the eastern Italian and Yugoslavian coasts, damaged radar
1 installations on Corfu, machine-gunned factories at MHentalto 41 Castro

and destroyed a bridge at Targuinia.

2. Hard house-to-house fipghting continued in Cassinc on 22 March,
attacks by both sidea in that area being unsuccessful. Allied troops
strengthened their positicns with the use of wire and mines. Elsewhers

-

patrols reported Montenerc and Alfedena clear of the enemy.

ASIATIC THEATER

_l 1, On 16 March, 15 escorted enemy bombers attacked Broadway,
destroying all radio and radar equipment.
In previously unreported air missions for 1% March, Allied air-
eraft flew extensive missions against enemy installations and communi-
cations in northern Burma. On the following day, Allied planes supported ground
elements in northern and western Burma and continued their attacks against

railroads, motor convoys, and river shipping in northern, central, and

wastern Burma.
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2. In the Hukawng Valley, American Rangers, making a wide envelop-
ment to the east of Shadusup, reached Tate Ga on 21 March. Japanese
forces in the Homalin area reached a point 30 miles west of the Chindwin

River; the British have moved trocpe by air to Imphal to meet this advanca.

3. According to a delayed report, three B-25's hombed and machine-
gunned the shipyards at Vinh, French Indo-China, on 17 March, causing
two large fires and hitting three beats under construction and work shops
with cannon fire.

On 21 March two B-2lL's attacked and destroyed a Japanese four-

engined flying boat in Formosa Strait.

L. The total strength of the Chinese forces which aré at Ramgarh,

and operating in northern Burma was 57,162 on 15 March.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. In the Admiralties, our units encountered scattered enemy resistance

during 21 March. US patrols cccupied a small island off Lorengan. A
B-2l; has landed on the strip at Morote, which ls now usable for all types
of aireraft.

Allied destroyers shelled enemy positions on Manus and Los
Negroa Islands.

During the night of 20-21 March patrolling B-2l's sank a
destroyer and two small vessele off Tadji. The next day Australian bomb-
ers attacked enery installations near Jacquinot Bay with excellent

results; Sth Air Force missions pounded eneny installations near Wewal,

- 3w
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heavily attacking a barge repair depot, supply dumps, villages and barges

with 160 tons of bomba.

2. On 20 March, Central Pacific aircraft again hit Tarca, Wot je,

Emidj, and Mille, encountering penerally meager antiaircraft fire.

Soviet forces attacked north and south of Kovel during 22 March.
In the Tarnopol area Red tenk units renewed their strong attacks teo the
west. The railroad from Kiev to the Inmestr north of Mogilov-Podaolsk
was cleared by the Soviets. The Germans have withdrawn across the Bug
with the exception of units holding the Voznesensk and Nikolaev areas.

A Soviet attempt to land in the Crimea via the Sivash crossings failed;

at Kerch small Red penetrations from the north were repcrted,
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EUROPEAN THEATER

1. On the night of 19-20 March, 50 enemy planes were reported over
England; seven (probably nine) of these ralders were destroyed for a
loas of one Mosquito. RAF aircraft flew sea-mining and harassing missions

in enemy-held territory.

2. Unfavorable weather permitted only l1 bombers of the 8th Air
Force to attack their primary terget at Frankfurt during 20 March. Some
00 others attacked targets of cpportunity at Mannheim, Bingen, and else-
where. We shot down seven enemy fighters with the loss of seven heavy
bombers and eight fighters. The same day 12l B3-26's attacked the yards

and out the Chemin de Fer du Nord at Creil.

3. Approximately &0 shells were fired into the Dover arsa during
the nizht of 20-21 March. Five shells landed in the town proper, damaging
many houses and causing a failure of the electricity distributing station
for a short period.

Twenty RAF heavy bombers attacked the Angouleme explosives worksj

21 Mosquitoes successfully completed nulsance raids over Germany.

4. Preliminary reports for the following day indicate that some &0
US heavy bombers attacked military objectives in the Pas de Calais area
through an overcast.

MEDITERRANEAN

1. Allied heavy aireraft dropped 8L tons of bembs and incendiaries

on the ship building shops, warehouses and aircraft works at and near the

ont
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Monfalecona subrmarine base during the night of 19-20 March, starting fires
and returning without loss. Next day strategic mlssions were cancellad
due to a complete overcast. Tactical aireraft, however, bombed Plombine
and Fort Ercole; railroad bridpes and yards at Foggibensi, Orviete and
Terni, dock installations and shipping at San Stefano, and enemy guns

and troop concentrations in Cassino and near cur beachhead., Fighters
patrolled over the beachhead and A-36's dropped supplies to Allied troops
operating in the Cassino area. Fifty enemy sorties reported included an
attack on the Angio docks by LO planes during the early morning. Allied
aireraft flew more than 1,200 sorties; four enemy planes were destroyed

for the loss of three Spitfires.

[: / 2. Intensive house-to-house fighting continued in Cassino during

the 2L-hour period ending at noon on 21 March, Allied units making little
progress due to heavy enemy artillery and mortar fire. Intensive Cerman
anti-mechanized fires caused armored elements operating in the town to
I make small withdrawals. Enemy infiltraticn continued, foreing Allied
troops to abandon an attack on the western edge of the town soc as to in-
gure holding positions already captured. Elsewhere along the Italian

battlefront only active patreclling and intermittent artillery firing were

‘\\\fepnrted.

3. Approximately 25 enemy aircraft attacked an Allied convoy north
ef Bougie, Algeria, during the a.i*t.o‘lmuun of 19 Marchj no damage resulted

and our fighters shot down one enemy plane.

gl
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ASTATIC THEATER

l. US troop carrier units were active on 18 March, landing troops
and dropping supplies in the forward areas.
That night ten British bombers attacked Kalewa and Alcoyab.
On the 19th nine escorted B-25's attacked Wuntho with unreported
results; other Allied planes were active over cur forward areas along the
Chindwin River and along the Arakan coast. HRallroads in central Burma

were also attacked.

2, Additional 1l4th Air Force fighter bomber missions during 18
March included machine-gun attacks on a train south of Lang Son and on
a Japanese column near Than Mel, where hits were scored on the abutments
of a bridge. Two cargo junks were destroyed north of Haiphong and two
more damaged in the same area; a 200=-foot barge was sunk in the channel
northwest of Quang Yen and a 150-foot steel wessel destroyed at Cam Fha

Port.

3. Allied troops in northern Burma continued their southward
advance during 19 and 20 March. Chinese troops, counterattacking an
enemy thrust, captured Jambu Bum, inflicting heavy casualties on the
enemy. Other Allied troops in this area captured Sumprabum; the forces
in the west Hukawng Valley are now approximately eight miles northwest
of Shadugup. On the west flank Chinese troops captured a town three
miles south of Tasu Bum. British troops in the Chin Hills arsa success-

fully reduced the ensmy road block north of Tiddim. Operations agpainst

enemy-held tunnels in the Arakan area were progressing slowly. In the
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B0 Levier, 5-B-TR

Kabaw valley the enemy captured Witok.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATI

1. US patrols on Mamis contacted enemy forces during 20 March three
miles southwest of Lorengau and 800 yards south of Rossun; LO8 Japanese
ware killed in the cccupation of the Lorengau area and 295 bunkers captured.

OQur forces cn southwestern Los Negros raided Loniu destroying coastal

munition and supplies. A nearby ammunition dump was destroyed

. a
- by shellfire from an Allied destroyer.

Supplemental reports on air operations for 18 March indicate
that B-2li's scored direct hits on a 6,000-ton freighter-transport 12 miles
northwest of Hollandia causing extensive damage; a near mles halted an

-
L escorting gunboat., On 20 March 38 B-2l's dropped 152 tons of bombs o

the airdrome, bivouac and supply areas at Tadji, destroying several air-
eraft on the ground, starting fires, end leaving the airstrip unserviceable.

P-39's machine-gunnad and sank two barges near Madang and started several

l fires in inland villapes.

2. Marine units, supported by strong naval and air elementa, landed
uncpposed on Emirau Island in the St. Matthias Group north of Kavieng
during the morning of 20 March. No eneny forces had been contacted as
of noon that day. Light opposition was met by troops landing on a small
island off the southeast ccast of Emirau.

HResconnaissance of roads on the islands has been completed and

area defenses are being sstablished. /
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JED Lotter, D-8-T2

)
3., During 19 March, 99 South Pacific bombers attacked the Vunapope

supply areas and the Panapai airfield; enemy supply installations at Tawul
Point and the radar station at Cape St. George were raided by fighter
bombers. Other US planes bombed targets around our Torgkina parimeter.
The next day missions of our Sclomons-based aircraft included the bombing
of antiaireraft installations, airfields and supply areas near Rabaul by
121 Army and Navy aircraft; 133 tons of bombs ware dropped with observed
effect despite intense and accurate antiaireraft fire. Light and fighter

- bombers raided supply areas on Bougainville and enemy artillery positlons
opposite the Torokina beachhead. Our fighter planes flew antl-shipping
sweeps off Bougainville and Rabaul, attacking enemy barges and small coastal

eraft.

li. Central Pacific aircraft continued their attacks on enemy bases
in the Marshalls during 19 March bombing targets on Milla, Jaluit and
Wotje and exploding an ammunition dump on Taroa; B-2L's dropped LU tons

of bombs on Wake, starting fires in a tank park.
EASTERN FRORT

Field Marshal Von Kleist is now in command of Oerman forces on tha
southern sector of the Eastern Front. Enemy counterattacks forced the
Soviets out of Kovel during 21 March. Red units, however, made substan-
tial advances to the west between Vinnitsa and Mogilev-Podolski and enlarged
their bridgehead on the western bank of the Dnestr advancing to within 30
miles of the Pruth River and eutting the railroad running northwest from

Balti. WNikolaev remained in German hands despite strong Soviet pmsgurn,/

£ 3 ,
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EUROFPEAN THEATER

1. During the night of 18-19 March, T45 RAF bombers dropped 3,285
tons of bombs on Frankfurt through a heavy haze. Enemy air opposition
was very light; 22 bombers are missing. Other Allied planes carried out
nuisance raids against Aaschen, Dortmund, Duisburg and Kaseel., Eizhteen
RAF bombers caused observed damage to & munitions works at Bergerac, and
lajid sea mines off Heligoland. Airfislds in Helland, Germany, France

and Belgium were also raided during the night.

2. 0On 19 March, 173 of our escorted B-17's dropped cver 500 tons
¢f bombs on targets in the Pas de Calais region; 128 of our medium and
lizht bombers, escorted by P-L7's, also attacked cross-channel targzets.
Results varied from poor to fair; one B=lT and one B-26 were lost to

antiaireraft fire. DTwenty escorted P-47's dive-bombed the Gilze-Rijen

airfield.

3. Enemy artillery shelled the Dover area for an hour during the

night of 19=-20 March causing considerable damage and a few casualties.

L. A total of 539 heavy bombers of the Gth Air Force were airborne
on 20 March to attack an aircraft parts and engine works near Frankfurt.
Cur 9th Alr Force bombers were headed for the Creil railroad yards and

other cross-channel targets.

5« During the week ending 12 March AAF units in the UK deatﬂad
285 (prohgbly 337) enemy planes for a loss of 11l heavy bombers and 38

.
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other planes. Corresponding RAF figures for the periled are 12 (probably

1L;) enemy planes destroyed and 30 aircraft of all types lost.
MEDITERRANEAN

1. During the night of 18-19 March, LD Allied bombers attacked
Plovdiv, Bulgaria, at a cost of two B-2l'sj lighter aircraft attacked
Velletri, Caeta and patrolled the beachhead. The fellowling day 377 escor-
ted bombers of the Strateglc Air Force dropped a total of 919 tons of
bombs on the airdrome and railroad yards at Klagenfurt, on Oraz in south-
eastern Austria, as well as on the docks and yards at Metkovie, and on
Knin in Yugoslavia. Thirty (probably LO) enemy planes were shot down;
we lost 13 bombers and one fighter. Strong forces of medium and light
bombers and fighters attacked railroad yards, motor transpertation and
harbors in central and western Italy, shipping and motor vehicles in
Yugoslavia, and ecarried cut patrols over the battle areas. In addition
26 P-li0's covered a commando raid on Solta Island, off the Yogoslav

coast.

2. On the left flank of the Angio beachhead Allied units carried
out a successful raid in foree on 19 March, inflicting heavy casualties
on the enemy. Heavy ighting continued in Cassino where Maorl troops
captured 100 prisoners; enemy forces still held cut in the town and in
the monastery area. Three strong German counterattacks launched from
the monastery area were repulsed. Patrol clashes were reported in the

Adriatic sector on the 20th.

-2 -
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ASIATIC THEATER

1, During the night of 17-18 March, eight B-2Li's bombed Japanese
supply dumps at Kalewa. The following day 22 B-25's hit Kalewa again,
starting fires in the fuel dumps and storage area. A total of L0
Allied planes attacked enemy positions west of Buthidaung and in the
Chin Hills, raided a storage ares at Wuntho, and hit targets of opportunity
in northarn and central Burma.

During 17 March more than 12 enemy planes attacked our landing
fiald at Broadway dastroying four Spitfires on the ground. Two Japanese

fighters were shot downj we lost one Spitfire.

2. On 18 Mareh, fighter-bombers of the lljth Air Force machine-
gunned a warehouse near Pailuchl, sank a large sailbcat and damaged a
300-foot transport near Kiukiang on the lower Yangtze River. The following
day, medium bombers damaged a fort in the Yangtze River near Chinchow
with cannon fire and bombed the airdrome at Nanchang. Escorting fighters
demaged three tugs and two other river craft northeast of Kiuhsienchen
and left a 250-foot boat afire at Tungling. B-2l's machine-gunned two
small steamers southwest of Hongkong and shot down a Jap four-engined

flying boat.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. An Allied patrol, landing at Lindenhafen, New Britain, during
18 March, reported the town clear of the enemy.

The next day patrols from US and Australian forces which met

-3-=
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at Barum, New CQulnea, operated in the Kalikeo area.

On Los Negroe, in the Admiralties, enemy forces continued to
resist strongly near Papitalai.

Escorted heavy, medium, and light bombers, attacking from
minimum heights, dastroyed an enemy convoy off Wewak consisting of two
transports and three corvettes. In & coordinated mission against Japanese
installations at nearby Cape Moem, 59 Allied bombers set fire to ware-
houses and destroyed & gun battery. An enemy-laden barge was sunk offshore.
We lost three A-20's but ghot down two enemy fighters. Other planes
attacked a saw mill and buildings at Pondo Point. Raiding to the west,

B=2li's attacked Babo, western New Ouinea, and a village in the Tanimbar

Islands.

2. Allied naval units sank a small enemy freighter cduring an
extensive shipping sweep of the Wewak area during the night of 18 March.
Two islands off Wewak were shelled, shore batteries silenced, and fires,

visible for thirty miles, started.

3. On 18 March Army and Navy bombers and fighters attacked the
Rabaul area, bombed and machine gunned enemy positions and barges in
the Bougainville-Buka area, and hit targets of opportunity at Choiseul
Bay. Japanese artillery was active that night and the follewing morning

in the Torckina area.

L4+ Eight B-34's dropped nine tons of bombs on barracks, gun positions
and magagine areas at Tarca on 18 March. Other Army, Navy and Marine

planes raided Wotje, Mille, Jaluit and Ponape.
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EASTERN FRONT

Action again centered in the southern sector during 20 Warch.
Soviet troops, enlarging their penetration south of Kovel, advanced 1l
miles toward Lwow. The Gerrman salient northwest of Vinnitsa was reduced
after the capture of the town by Red Army units. Mogilov-Podolsk was
paptured; this enlargement of the Soviet bridgehead seriously affected
German communications in the area as the nearest railroad line crossing
the DInastr is 100 miles to the west. To the south the enemy withdrawal

to the Bug continued. German defenses checked further Hed advances in

the Nikolaev area.




. § WAR DEPARTMENT

DAILY OPERATIONAL SUMMARY

¥o, 831

0700 March 19 to O700 March 20, 1944

2030







N3P JN17e" 25/ 110
senos B 1’ ’?J; ? l:’. - '1 A/
N2 - /

. . e X ‘ - i ¥
'l i
) I,

SPELI ._ of ,’,’_ o 1, /
o -

i iy
- :
7

W% &
A ‘r-. L
: Fa e Foof
- f N .
" -. . _ 4 -
2
\J
L
i

MARINA DI PISA (‘I*

CENTRAL ITALY

OS50 B0 30 40 B0 80 _TD 80 90 0O

- — |

i T 1

WPPRONIMATE MWILES




DecrAssIPIER
6-8-T8

EUROFEAN THEATER

RAF Mosquitoes dropped 32 tons of bombs on Cologne during the night
of 17-18 March. The next day 8th Air Force misslons totaling &78 heavy
bombers escorted by 18 groups of fighter planes attacked airfields at
Lechfeld, Landsberg and Memmingen, airplane component and assembly plants
at Oberpfaffenhofen and Friedrichshafen, and the city areas of Friedrich-
gshafen and Munich. In all,ocur planes dropped 1,435 tons of hizh explosives,
ineendiaries and general purpose bombs and shot down 82 (probably 100)
enemy aircraft for the loes of L3 bombers and 13 fighters. 9th Air Force
planes dropped 97 tons of bombs on military objectives near the Channel

coast,
MEDTTERRANEAN

1. Strategic bombers attacked airfields in northeastern Italy
during 18 March including those at Udine, Villorba, Gorizia and Maniago;
373 of our B-17's and B-2l's with their escorting fighters dropped LTL
tons of fragmentation bombs on the enemy airdromes, destroylng or sericusly
damaging 50 planes on the ground and shooting down LB (probably 53) more
for the loss of seven bombers and four fighters. Tactlcal medium bombers
hit the rail yards at Orvieto and Foligno, bridges near Orvieto and
Poggibonel, and the docks at Plombino; Coastal Alr Force planes attacked
shipping and docks at Leghorn and heavily damaged a factory building at
Marina di Pisa. Allied fighter aircraft harassed bridges, pun positions

and motor transport in the battle area, enemy communlcatlion facillties

-
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north of Rome, and shipping off the Dalmatian coast,

2. HNaval units, in conjunction with Corps artillery, bombarded
targets near Littoria on 19 March. Allied infantry and artillery north-
west of Anzlo were engaged in clearing the Germans from positions in
front of the beachhead defense line. Severe fighting continued at Cassino.
The situation resulting from a strong enemy counterattack south of the

town was still obscure.

ASIATIC THEATER

1. During 1l March Allied planes in India and Burma attacked enemy
positions near Fort White, hit targets in the Arakan area, supported ground
operations near Katha, set fire to a village near Myitkyina, and bombed
troop concentrations near Mogaung. Fighter bombers scored hits on the
railway station at Chiengmai and on bridges and storage areas at Shaduzup.
That night RAF fighter bombers started large fires and exploded an ammuni-
tion dump near Kalewa. Fifty-one Allied B-2li's and Wellingtons attacked
supply dumps near Rangoon with high explosives and incendiaries, reporting
hits in the target area. The following day mcre than 220 medium, light
and fighter bomber sorties were flown against enemy positions throughout
western, northern and central Burmae, the oil refinery at Chauk, and lines
of communication near Pinlebu. Other planes flew escort missions for

airéraft on supply flights and patroled the battle areas.

2. At a cost of 120 casualties, two Allied brigades (approximately

12,000 men, 1,200 animale, and equipment) have been transported into
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Japanese-held Burma by air. During the night of 5-6 March glider-borne
troopa, including a US Airberne Engineer Company, were landed at a
strip mown as Broadway, 50 miles northesst of Katha, well behind the
enemy lines in eastern Burma. This force immediately began the construec-
tion of a landing site which was ready for C-L7 use by the following
night.

During the peak cof operaticns at Broadway, C-4T's were landing

and taking off from the air strip every three mimutes.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. The Allied patrol which landed on Gasmata Island during 17
March reported the airstrip to be in fair condition; there were 30 demol<
ished Japanese planes in the dispersal area.

Our 2nd Cavalry Brigade occupled Lorengau late on 18 March.

On Los Negros, two enemy counterattacks against our positions on the
high ground west of Papitalai were repulsed. In New Guinea Allied patrols
encountered enemy forces west of Saga Saga.

Twelve B-2L's bombed the Japanese naval base at Surebaya again
during the night of 17-18 March, starting fires; our planes returned
safely. Off Hollandia night patrol plares sank a freighter and damaged a
destroyer and a freighter, The nuxt.dgy 26 B-2Li's silenced gun positions
and destroyed bulldings at Wewak while 60 A-20's and B-25's bombed and
machine-gunned the Brandi Plantation, hitting bulldings and hute and start-

ing fires.

2., Bouth Pacifie air missions cduring 17 March inecluded raids by

-3 =
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11 P-36's on Vunapope and ten P-39's on Ralum; heavy bomblngs by 23
B-2l's on Namatanai runway and 22 B-25's on the supply area at Ralum.
Navy planes bombed enemy gun positions on Bougainville,

A heavy Japanese attack early in the morming effected a slight
penetraticn in the defenses of cur 37th Division on Bougainville. A
subsequent counterattack restored the positions; 195 Japanese dead were
gounted inside our wire, 52 around one pillbox, and many more dead were
reported outside. Our casualties that day totaled five killed and 117

wounded.

3. Alr missions flown by Central Pacifie planes during 16 March
ineluded attacks on targets on Wotje, Maloelap, Jaluit, and ¥Mille. A
total of 50 sorties were flown and 32 tons of bombe dropped on the four
atclls. The next day LB planes dropped 29 tonsz on Ponape, Kusaie, Jaluit

and Kaloelap.
EASTERN FRONT

There was no change in the situation cn the northern and central
sectors of the eastern front during 19 March. In the southern sector,
German reports indicate that Soviet forces have reached the outskirts
of Kovel after considarable gains along the southern edge of the Pripet
marshes. The Red Armies have cut all German rail communications inteo
the Proskurov-Vinnitsa area, and scored important advances near Yampol.

Soroca, on the western bank of the Dnestr River, is in Soviet possession;

8, firmbridgehead has been established in this vicinity. Mogllev-Podolski,
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an important railroad crossing was under direct Soviet attack.

Three US bombers on armed reconnalssance attacked targets in the

Kuriles early on 18 March; all planes returned safely.
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ROP THEA

Detailed reports of our Bth Alr Force attacks over Germany durling
16 March state that 401 B-17's attacked Augsburg with 901 tons, 195
B-24's dropped 499 tons on Friedrichshafen, and 46 B-17's bombed
Gessertshausen with 99 tons, Other heavy bombers scored hits on & fire
fighting equipment factory at Ulm and attacked targets of opportunity
in southern Germany. Our planes shot down 125 (probably 155) enemy
aircraft for a loss of 23 bombers and 12 fighters,

That night 117 HAF bombers dropped 597 tons of explosives on the
Amiens railroad yards with excellent results, and 21 heavy bombers
attacked a rubber tire fectory &t Clermont-Ferrand with 102 tons; all
planes returned safely.

on 17 March 70 escorted B-20's of the 9th Air Force dropped 122
tons of bombe on the Creil rallroad yards reporting fair results; two
of our fighters falled to retum. Four fighter groups (totaling 135
P-47'8) of the Bth Air Force attacked the Socesterberg and Chartres
alrfields and machine-gunned targets at two unidentified airdromes in
France. Three (probably five) enemy aircraft were destroyed; we lost

two fighter planes,

MED] TERRANEAN

l. During the night of 16-17 March, 19 BAF bombers attacked the
rallroad yards and elty of Sofia; light bombers harassed motor transport

on roads south of Rome, and RAF fighters patrolled the Anzlo area. The
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next day 218 US heavy bombers escorted by 127 fighters raided Vienna
and targets in the vicinity with 444 tons of explosives, Missions
totaling 255 medium, light, &nd fighter bombers of the Tactical Air
Force attacked towns, highways, railroads and troop concentrations in
central Ttaly. Other fighters raided pun positions near Cassino and
Anzio, escorted our tactical bombers, patrolled the battle areas and
attacked targets in northwestern Italy and along the Adriatic coast.

During this period 1,662 sorties were flown and nine (probably 11)

]

enemy aircraft destroyed for a lose of three heavy bombers and four

fighters,

2. Activity in Italy for the period ending at noon on 18 March
cantered around Cassino where New Zealand troops continued mopping up
operations and gained ground to the south and west. Allied infantry,
supported by tanks, held the railroad station. The enemy still
occupied two strong points on the western edge of the town.

I Active patrolling was reported on the other sectors of the front.

TIC TER

1, During 16 March missions totaling 139 Allied light and fighter
bombers carried out sweeps along the Irrawaddy and upper Chindwin Rivers,
raids on Japanese supply dumps near Kemaing, and widespread attacks on
enemy positions in the Arakan, Buthidaung, and Chin Hills areas. That
night nine Allied B-24's bombed the Ywataung airfield, hitting the runways

and dispersal areas. 0On 17 March escorted BAF bombers attacked Kongyl;
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DECLABBIFIED
OBD Letter, 6-3-78

Allied medium and fighter bombers continued to harsss enemy positions
and installstions in western and central Burma and, in addition,

attacked the rallway area at Mawlu,

2, Japanese planes ralded llengyang, south central China, during

17 March,

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

l, On 17 March our ground forces on Manus Island reached the
outskirts of Lorengau and were in contact with the enemy southwest of
the al rdrome. On Los Negros our troops captured a hill one mile south-
west of Papltalal Misslon. An Allled patrel landing on Casmata Island
found the island clear of tEI."._e Bnemy. Hn_rina patrols wera active near
Linga Linga, killing 45 Japanese.

U5 missions totaling 83 heavy, medium, and light bombers hit
gun emplacements and started fires in the Boram area and 24 Australian
bombers destroyed a jetty and started fires at Wide Bay. Nine B-25's

raided the Alexishafen airfleld.

2, On 16 March 25 South Pacific bombers and fighters attacked
supply dumps in the Torokina area and destroyed bulldings at the Monoitu
Mission, Sixty Navy bombers hit gun positions and exploded an ammuni-
tion dump at Kavieng, During the day 83 bombers and fighters raided

the Rabaul area damaging buildings and supply facilities and attacking

an ammunition dump and radar station,







IRCLASSIFIED
08D Letter, 6-8-73

EASTERN FRONT

The Soviets continued their strong attacks in the north during
18 Merch with no change in the situation. In the south Zhmerinka and
Yampol were captured and the Soviet advance reached the eastern bank
of the Dnestr River and the 1939 border. At Nikeolaev Red Army units

were rapldly approaching the city from three directicns.
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TUEOLASSIFIED
05D Letter, 6-8-T8

EUROPEAN THEATER

During 15 March, 88 Allied Expeditionary Air Force medium, light
and fighter bombers dropped 99 tons of explosives cn military objectives
in France with fair to good resulta.

That night 762 RAF planes attacked Stuttgart through a heavy over-
cast, dropping 2,955 tons of bombs; two (probably three) enemy aircraft
were destroyed. Thirty-six bombers are missing and five crashed in
England. More than 100 Allied bombers attacked the Longueau-Amiens
railroad yards, dropping 571 tons of bombsj three bombers are missing
and two crashed in England on their return. Additional light bombers
intruded over northern France, the Low Countries and Cermany.

The same night, 15-16 March, 15 enemy aircraft operated over England,

five reaching the London area; only minor damage was reported.

MEDITERRANEAN

1. On 16 March, weather again preventing bombing missions by the
Strategic Air Force, 1L5 medium and 1ight bombers of the Tactical Air
Force attacked gun positions in the Pontecorvo-Piedimonte area, report-
ing good results. Scme 125 dive and fighter bembers attacked gun
positions and motor transport in the wicinity of Esperia and Cassino.
Additional fighters sank a schooner near Ancona, patrolled the Cassino
and beachhead areas, and attacked railroad yards and trains in the Rome
area.

More than 50 Coastal Air Foree medium and fighter bombers hit

Leghorn harbor installaticns, attacked tankers near Tarquinia, and scored
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5D Letter, B-8-78

direct hits on the hangars and workshope at the Marina di Pisa aircraft
factory. Two enemy aircraft were destroyed and two of our planes are

migsing; in all 1,1k, sorties were flown.

2. In the beachhead area during the night of 16-17 March the enemy
made several air raids; cne of which lasted 70 minutes; the damage was
not reported. Oround activity was generally gquiet in the area on the
following day. In the Cassino area, New Zealand troops attacking south-
=R ward made considerable progress to the west of the town as well as in
the town itself. Elsewhere along the front only patrolling and shelling
were reported.

Two Allied vessels weare damaged in the 15 March enemy air

attack on Naples; few casualties resulted.

ASTATIC THEATER

During 15 and 15 Mareh the main Chinese force in the Hukawng Valley

reached & town 16 miles south of Walawbum. British troops in the Arakan

- coastal reglon reached & point six miles to the east of Maungdaw and are
attacking the Japanese defenses to the north of Buthidaung. Little change

was reported from the Tiddim area.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST FACIFIC THEATERS

1. During the night of 15-16 March and the following day US forces
on Manus Island captured Lorengau airdrome and advanced to within &00
yards of the town. A column two miles west and south of the town encountered

0 machine-gun and mortar fire. On Los Negros, our units have reached a
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UECLASEIFIED
43l Letter, 5-3-73

point 2,300 yards west of Papitalal village in the face of strong
oppoaition.

On New Britain a Marine patrol west of Linga Linga Flantation
killed 21 Japanese.

Allied Catalinas hit two 3,000-ton vessels in a convoy north
of Humboldt Bay. Thirty-three B-2li's bombed antiaireraft positions in
the Wewak regiocn with pood results and 29 B-25's effectively attacked
the Brandi Flantation and Nubia areas. Fighter aircraft flew harassing
missions along the New Guinea coast and against targets on Garove Island.
Seventesn RAAF bombers secured excellent coverage in the [Mamona-Ubili
areas. Surabaya was attacked by nine B-2li's which hit targets in the

naval base and factory areas; one other B-2l, bombed an airdrome in Bali.

2. Twanty-twe South Pacific B-2li's bombed Rapopo on 15 March with
L9 tons, while 2l escorted medium bombers hit Lakunai causing considerable
damage. Sixty Navy bombers alsc attacked targets near Rabaul. Fighter-
bombers attacked the Vunapope supply area; additional fighters bombed
and machine-gunned Mawaraka, the Plano Mission and Poperang. Single
B-2l;'s hit Buka and Kahili,

During the next day our units in the Torokina beachhead

» sontinued their intensive patrol operations. 8Small enemy forces continued
to hold the southeast slope of Hill 2560. One light Japanese attack was
repulsed during the day with the effective support of our naval and air

forces.

3. During 1k March, 12 Central Pacific B-25's dropped ten tons on

oy -
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DECLABESIFIED
QED Letter, 6-3-T2

Wotje, scoring hits on barracks, a radio station, and the magazine areaj
ten Marine dive-bombers attacked Jaluit. The following day 12 B-25's
exploded an ammunition p and damaged a radar station at Tarca, six
B-34's dropped 18 tons on Wotje, and 1L dive and fighter bombers hit

Mille,
EASTERN FRONT

There was no significant change in the situaticn in the northern
and eentral sectors of the Eastern Front during 17 March. In the south
strong German counterattacks forced Red units to withdraw frem Tarnopol
and checked further Soviet advances near Proskurov. Red Ammy units,
however, continuing to exert heavy pressure all along the line, captured
Dubno and reached a point within 25 miles of the Dnestr, near Yampol.
Qerman troops scuth and southwest of Kirovograd continued thelir withdrawal
toward the Bug River. After a prolenged lull, Soviet forces resumed
fighting in the Crimea, launching strong atbtacks against enemy positions

near Kerchj the situation remained unchanged.

WESTERN HEMISFHEHRE

Four B-ili's and two B-2li's bombed targets in the northern Euriles

with unobserved results during 16 March.
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DECLASSIFIED
05D Letter, 5-8-78

EUROPEAN THEATER

On 16 March, B0O heavy bombers of the Bth Air Force, escorted by
936 Mlied fighter planes, attacked the Diesel engine and bomber aircraft
plants at Friedrichshafen and a bomber assembly and components plant
southwest of Munich. Bombing was done through overcast. Secondary tar-
gets at Friedrichshafen and Augsburg were also bombed. Preliminary reports
state that 76 enemy planes were shot down by our fighters; 22 bombers and

13 fighters are missing.
MEDITERRANEAN

1. In addition to the heavy bombing of Cassine on 15 March, &6
medium and light Tactical Air Force bombers attacked San Benedetto, and
fighter bombers and fighters hit the airdrome at Rieti and lines of
communication in central and western Italy; additional units patrolled
the beachhead. The Coastal Air Force bombed ammunition dumps in the
vieinity of Tarquinia and Cecina, and harbors at Viareggio and Durazzo.
More than 20 German planes raided Naples; intercepting Mosquitoes destroyed
one enemy plane.

During the night of 15-16 March, 82 Allied heavy and medium

bombers dropped 180 tons of bombs on Sofia,

2, On 16 March a light enesmy attack against Caranc in the Anzie
beachhead was repulsed. Enemy artillery fire was reported along the
entire perimeter and against the Anzio port area. The Allied ground
forees which attacked Cassine the previous day were still fighting in

the town. In the Adriatic sector patrols were active.

B




1A= IRABON- b

-

el b :
1 .@W.ﬁmﬁmw B
rw».. L __,Lr.m.
.—R.-._. . =%
g s S
5 :

-
L
-
I
z
o
I
- 1
= E
i
- x- 0 <
|- - Ny .t
-
H i
5
i
=
-
=
b
o
=
e
a
-

“‘.. - .n.

Baad e e rmt
AFFROTINATE WiLEE




i -
LUGDS M1
MANUSL ¢
L nu'(.-. |
HANDYER
|«
s
BISMARCK ARCHIPELAGO
’
5 CGLCUCESTER o
G A E A I
K b Al 1? )
e BRITAIN
ARAwE A
N SABMATE
PR AL AmauA
o
7t
: ;
. ' 5Tltnnmnu
t v L
1 :
- Tl : 3
ﬂnmlm: ¢
" ’
L] L .
" i, HANIARL B L
i h
L . o
A o) = -,
CoORAL SEA SAMARAI \ - i,
o . " e W .
MiLES ' N

w Y L




L]

S

D?CI#ESIPIH
CED Letter, B-3-7g

ASTATIC THEATER

1. On 13 March, 78 planes of the 10th Air Force attacked supply
and ammunition dumps and a bridge in the Shaduzup area. Twenty-nine
fighter-bombers destroyed a large building and caused other damage in

Loilaw,

2. Japanese ground forces operating in the Chin Hillg cut the
British main line of communication leading into Tiddim, headquarters of

the British 1Tth Division.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

l. During the night of 1l-15 March, Allisd patrol planes damaged

or destroyed 15 enemy barges and bombed Jap encampments on Mushu Island.

The following day 18 B-25's bombed and heavily machine-gunned
Lugos Mission prior to the landing of our ground forces; an additional
18 8-25's furnished air support to our ground troops following the landing.
Forty-two B-2Li's scored direct hits on gun positions, destroyed buildings,
and caused sxplosions in the Wewak areaj 59 medium and light bombers
attacked Kairiru Island nearby, demolishing houses and seriocusly damaging
seaplane facilities. Our fighter escort shot down five (probably aix)
intercepting enemy planes.

Three enemy planea bombed Saidor, hitting the fuel dump; cne

was shot down.

2. Army and Navy planes from the Scuth Pacific Area heavily attacked

harbor facilities and the town of Rabaul on 1l March starting eleven large

o -
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98D Letter, 5-8=TR

fires. One B=-2l; started large fires in the supply area at Borpep. Ome
hundred seventy-two Navy bombers dropped 145 tons of bombs on the Torckina
area. Fourteen Alliesd fighters machine-gunned barges in the vieinity of
Kieta and destroyed a bridge over the Mibo River on southeastern Bougainville.
Another Japanese ground attack against our Torckina beachhead on 15 March

was neutralized by an infantry and tank counterattack.

3. On 13 March, 15 Central Pacific B-2l's dropped 22 tons of bomba
on Ponape. Other Army, Navy and Marine bombers hit Jaluit, Wotje, Mille,
Kusaie, Ponape and Oroluk.

Elaven B-2's bombed Truk during the night of 1L4=-15 March, 11

other B-2l;'s hit Ponape and Oroluk.
EASTERN FRONT

Small-scale Soviet attacks were reported southwest of Narva and weet
of Nevel on 16 March. A new Russian drive was launched toward Lwow from
north of Dubno. South of Vinnitsa, the Soviets cut the main railrecad line
between Zhmerinka and Odessa. South of Kirovograd the Germans are with-
drawing without offering much resistance. North of Nikolaev Soviet troops

have reached the Bug River; strong enemy opposition is being encountered

in this area.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

1. Combat missions of the Bth and $th Air Forces on 1l March were

limited to reconnaissance missions over northeast France. I./
On 15 March, 371 heavy bombers of the Bth Air Force escorted

by 622 fighters were dispatched to bomb Brunewick, Preliminary fighter
claims indicate 36 (probably 37) enemy aircraft were destroyed; three
of our heavy bombers and five fighters are missing. One hundred fourteen
9th Air Force medium bombers bombed French railway yards at Haine St. Plerre
and Aulnoye and the airdrome at Chievres with results assessed at from

geed to poor.

2. During the night of 1L4-15 March, 1L0 Oerman T:um'!:ers, arriving
in four waves, attacked London, the Home Counties and East Anglia. The
majority of the aircraft converged on London carrying cut a widespread
attack with incendiaries; G5l London boroughs were affected., Considerable
damage to residential property and to an American Army installation north
of Oxford Street resulted. In the London area 20 were killed and L0 wounded.

Nine (probably ten) Oerman planes were destroyed. /
MEDITERRANEAN

1. During the night of 13-1L March and the following day, air
missions totaling nearly 300 medium, light and fighter bombers attacked
the town of Velletri, the railroad yards at Rome, Orte, Terni, and Montalte
di Castro, the dock areas at Piombino and the canal and seaplane factory

at Marina di Pisa. Enery gun positions and troop concentrations in the

s




pan—— Y AL TR LI? OF COMTACT

LLEILE LS o




SEIFIED
08D Letter, 5-3-72

battle areas were the targets for other fighter bombers and fighter
missiona. Four (probably five) enemy aireraft were destroyed; three of

our medium bombers are missing.

2. Activity on the Italian battlefront centered around Cassinc during
the 2l-hour period ending at noon 15 March. On the afternocon of the 1lhth
the enemy launched two attacks, one east of Terelle and the other west of
rGa.ss!.rm but no reported change in the line resulted. On the morning of
r ) 15 March, 14 groups of heavy and medium bombers of the Allied Mediterranean
IAir Force flattened Cassino with some 1,500 tons of bombs; this air strik
force was scheduled to return during the afternoon to attack targets

peyond the town. At noon Allied artillery massed its fires on Cassine

N.n preparation for the attack by our infantry and armored units.
Qur beachhead forces continued to improve their positions durdng

this peried, gains being held desplte heavy enemy counterattacks.

ASIATIC THEATER

)

1. During 12 March, five (probably eight) of 20 Japanese planes
engaged near Katha were destroyed at a cost of one Allied fighter.
During the same day 55 planes of the 10th Air Force attacked
enemy bivouacs, supply dumps and stores in the vicinity of Kamaing and
Shadugup. Nine RAF bombers attacked the Shwebo railway station; other
planes hit Kongyl and troop concentrations in the wvicinity of Htinsin.
The next day, 36 RAF aircraft concentrated on enemy troop concentrations

and installations in the vieinity of Tiddim and scuthwest of Buthidaungj

six again bombed Kongyl during the day.
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08D Letter, 6-8-72

2. MAllied forces in northern Burma continued their advance during
13 and 1k March; patrols are now cperating 12 miles southeast of Walawbum.
Meong the Arakan coast, British forces have cleared all but two miles of the

road between Maungdaw and Buthidaung.

3. During the night of 13-1l March, ten Japanese medium bombers in
two waves attacked our airfield at Hengyang and ten others attacked our
Suichwan airfield; minor damage was sustained at both places. Lighter

enery ralds were made against Kweilin, Kaoyag and Wachow,

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. During 13 March Scuthwest Pacific aircraft bombed rumercus enemy
installations on northeastern Hew Ouinea. Included amcng the targets were
Mushu Islsnd, Alexishafen and Gasaul village; close air support was given
to our ground forces approaching Melanua harbor. The mext day 17 B-2lL's
left the runway at Tadji unserviceable; twenty-two others silenced gun
positions in the Boram area. Seventy-one medium and light bombers attacked
the Brandi Plantation area starting a large number of fires, destroying
buildings and shooting down eight (probably ten) enemy planes in combat.
Three B-2l's alsc bombed the Hansa Bay area during the day.

In an operation characterized by excellent coordination between
our Army, Navy and Air Forces, an Army task force of 2,000 men landed on
Lorengau (Manus Island).' By noon off 15 March our forces had advanced half
way to the Lorengau air strip. On Los Negros, our forces had advanced
some 800 yards in the western end of the island against slight opposition.
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08D Letter, B-3-72

Our patrols in New Guinea pushed westward to occoupy a villapge near Melanua
Harbor; in the Mintjim Valley, Allied forces gained contact with the

enemy northwest of Daumoina.

2. Bouth Pacific missions totaling 82 bombers and fighters hit
the Rabaul area with more than 119 tons of bombs during 13 March.

Qur positions on the right flank of the Bourainville beachhead
ware improved during the day. Ninety mm antiairecraft puns have been
emplaced in the front lines and used affectively with direct fire. The
total number of visible enemy dead totals 1,173. South Facific aircraft
cantinued to render close alr support for our operations, particularly

against enemy gun poasitions,

3. Three B-2L's and ten Marine dive-bombers exploded an ammunition
dump and hit antiaireraft positions on Tarca during 12 March. Missions

totaling four B-2l's and 15 B-25's raided Mille, Wotje, Jaluit and Kusaie.
EASTERN FRONT

In eastern Eurcpe, little fighting was reported on the northern and
central fronts dm:ﬁin,g 15 Mareh. On the southern front, effective CGerman
counterattacks between Tarnopol and Proskurov halted Soviet advances in
this area. The Red armies advanced 20 miles west of the Bug River, south-
wast of Uman, Elsewhere along the southern front the Soviets reported

advances southwest and south of Kirovograd; east of Nikeclaev heavy fighting

is in progress.
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08D Letter, 5-3-72

WESTERN HEMISPHERE

Directives have been issued for the movement of the llth Airborne
Division (Major General Joseph M. Swing) from Camp Polk, Louisiana, to
the San Francisco Port of Embarkation for shipment overseas on or about

15 April 19l

EUROPEAN THEATER

:} During the night of 12=13 March Mosquitoes bombed Aachen and
Duisburg. The following day, seven B-17's bombed an airdrome near Peoix;
unfavorable weather forced all other heavy bombers of the 8th Air Force
to return to their bases. Two B=17's were lost to antiaircraft fire
and one B-2l; erash-landed in the UK. Forty B-26's bombed a target in
the Pas de Calais area with fair results.

The night of 13-1l March, 211 RAF bombers dropped 1,051 tons of
explosives on Le Mans with good results; one heavy bomber is miesing.

r } Twenty-five Mosquitoes attacked Frankfurt; 13 others made scattered

railds on other German industrial cities.
MEDITERRANEAN

1. Strategic Air Force missions over Italy were cancelled because
of weather conditions on 13 March. 8trong formations of medium bombers
attacked railroad marshalling yards and other targets at Spoleto, Pearugia
and Fabriano in central Italy, hit similar targets near Sarzana, Marina

di Pisa and Viareggio along the northwest coast, and again attacked the
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San Stefano dock and storage areas. Fighter bombers raided lines of
communication, gun positions and supply dumps in the battle area and
elsewhere in central Italy and shipping off the Dalmatlan Coast. An
estirated L5 enemy sorties were reported in the Anzic-Rome area; 2l of
these planes engaging 12 A-36's shot down four.

A Middle-East Beaufighter shot down two enemy transport planes

off the coast of Rhodes.

2. During the 2); hours prior to nmoon on 1l March only patrolling
and minor raids were reported along the Italian battlefronts. Discharge
of supplies at Anzio continued satisfactorily in spite of increased

enemy shelling on the 13th.

ASIATIC THEATER

On 13 March eight escorted B-25's of the lith Adr Force bombed
Kiungshan airfield on Hainan Island with good results; one B-25 was
shot down in aerial combat. A mission of 16 P-li0's scored hits on the

approaches of a bridge at Puchl with 1,000-pound bormba.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1, MAllied ground forces completed the occupatlon of Butjo Luo
and Hauwei Iglands on 13 March. Artillery and mortars shelled ensmy
positions 800 yards southwest of Papitalai. Light enemy air raids were
reported against Momote area during the night of 12-13 March.

On New Britain Marine patrols contacted enemy cutposts five

miles south of Talasea while other ground patrols, landing at Linga Linga,
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killed 55 and captured 12 enemy stragglers.

On 13 March 93 bombers attacked gun positions at Wewalk and
caused large fuel fires and explosions at Brandi Flantation nearby.
Eight (probably nine) enemy planes were shot down without Allied loss.
P-39's attacked gun positions at Madang. On northern New Britain fighter
planes hit targets at Bangula Bay and machine-gunned villages in the

vicinity of Commodore Bay.

2. South Pacific bombers and fighters damaged the customs wharf
and started large fires and explosicns in the Habaul area on 12 March,
destroving at least four of the seven enemy planes encountered in the
air, as well as another on the ground; two of our fighters are missing.
Four P=-39's attacked gun positions on Shortland Island and two B=25's
bombed Buka with uncbserved results.

The enemy unsuccessfully continued to attack our perimeter at

Torokina on 13 March; at least 200 Japanese were killed. Allied artillery,

alr and naval units continued their bombardment of enemy installations.

3. The War Department has approved the request of Oeneral Harmon
that officers of his command, eligible for rotation but desiring to
continue in service in his theater; be returned to the US on leave rather
than as a matter of rotation provided that all such leaves are included

within his allotment for rotation.

L. ©On 11 March 22 B-2l's dropped 51 tons of bombs on Wake Island.

Four photo planes accompanied the misslon. Other Central Pacific planes

-3 =
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raided Taroa, Wotje, Nauru, and Pingelap.
A ground reconnaissance unit found no Japs on Lib Island. Five
of tha mix encountered by ocur Marines on Ujae committed suicide; the

sixth was captured.
EASTERN FRONT

There was little activity in the northern and central sectors of
the eastern front on 1llj March. 8South of Tarnopol, the Germans have
- launched vigorous counterattacks in an effort to check further Soviet
advances. The Red Armies have reached the Bug River cn a LO-mile front
west and southwest of Uman, and have established several small bridge-
heads on the western bank of the river. The enemy is strongly counter-

attacking north of Kherson and east of Nikolaev toc aveld encirclement

ef his forces tc the east.
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EUROFEAN THEATER

During the night of 1l-12 March RAF heavy bombers lalid mines off
the west coast of France and along the Frisian Islands. Mosquito
bombers raided Oerman industrial cities; Hamburg and Munchen-Gladbach,
the principal targets, received 19 and 1l tons respectively.

The next day, L6 unescorted B-2l's dropped 178 tons of bomba
through an overcast on a military objective in the Pas de Calais area.
There were no encdunters, only one enemy aircraft being seen; all cur
bombers returned safely.

On 13 March 281 escorted Bth Air Force heavy bombers were
dispatched to attack military installations on the northwest coast of

France.
MEDITERRANEAN

1. A steamer carrying Army cargo and personnel was torpedoed and
sunk L0 miles south of Naples on 9 March. Three hundred and fifty US
Army personnel survived; five are dead and 51 are missing,

A record total of 7,507 tonas of cargo was unloaded at the Anzie

beachhead during 10 March.

2. Thirty-seven Allied bombers hit the railrcad yards at Genca with
8l tons of bombs during the night of 11-12 March; four others attacked

targets of opportunity in the same area.

Saventean A-20's bombed Campoleone, Clsterna, railroad targets

at Oenzano and motor transport north of Rome; eight RAF planes patrolled

)
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the Anzio area. Adverse weather restricted asrial activity over Italy
during 12 March. Fighter aircraft damaged two freighters off the Spanish

coast, hit the Cecina railroad bridge and destroyed one enemy plane.

3. HNo change in the situation was reported on either Italian battle-
front during the 2li-hour periocd ending at noon on 13 March. Additional

reinforcements arrived in the Anzio beachhead.

ASTIATIC THEATER

1. During 11 and 12 March 68 10th Air Force medium and fighter
bombers attacked enemy encampments, supply and ammunition dumps, and
lines of communication in northern Burma. Thirty-six RAF dive-bombers
and fighters attacked enemy villages along the upper Chindwin River,
scored hits on the Paukpin bridge, and destroyed a bridge across the Mu
River. Twenty-four additional dive-bhombers attacked enery targets near

Bythidaung and Kaladan.

2. In the Hukewng Valley during 11 and 12 March Chinese forces
advanced along the main road to a position seven miles scuth of Walawbum
inflicting heavy losses on the enemy; two British-made armored cars and
large amounts of ammunition were captured in the area. Along the Arakan
coast, British troops captured Buthidaung and a village two miles east

of Maungdaw; their advance continues.

3. Our China-based aircraft on sea sweeps off the northeastern
coast of French Indo-China bombed and machine-gunned buildings en Welchow

Tac Island and scored a direct hit on a 150-foot metal ore boat at

S T
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Cam Pha Port during 11 March.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHNEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. US dismounted Cavalry forces landed on Butjo Luo and Hauwei
Islands in Seeadler Harbor followlng artillery shelling and naval bombard=-
ment on 12 March; our forces on Los Negros routed an enemy group holding
high ground on the western end of the island. Twelve B-25's bombed and
machine-gunned roads and other targets in the Lorengau area.

In the Saidor area cur ground forces met enemy opposition at
the mouth of the Kembara River., There was a light enemy air raid on
Saldor on the previous night.

On 12 March, 68 heavy, medium and light bombers attacked gun
positions and supply areas at Boram airdrome (Wewak) with good results.

A patrolling B-2l, attacked Karkar Island.

2. Twenty BE-2l4'e and 2l B-25's escorted by 12 P-38's again hit
Rabaul during 11 March with 1056 tons of bombs which caused considerable
destruction in the town. Twelve P-L0's started fires at Vunapope.
Reconnaissance bombers raided Kavieng, Namatanai, the Kieta supply area,
and Kahili during the day.

Three major enemy attacks during 12 March against the center
of our Torckina beachhead were repulsed. A conservative estimate of
the enamy dead for the last three days is more than 1,000. Our casualties
for 11 March were 22 killed and 187 wounded. Close support for these
operations was given by our naval and air forces; 160 Navy bombers hit
enemy gun positions along the northwest perimeter. Other South Paclifie

-13-=
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air missions attacked the Moncitu Mission and Mosigetta areas and scored

hits on enemy barges in Keravia Bay.

3. Marine forces occcupled Wotho Atoll in the Warshalls on 10
March.
Forty Army and Navy planss raided Mille, Emidj, Tarca and
Wotje with over 25 tons of bombs during 10 March. Reconnaissance air-

eraft destroyed a building at Pingelap (Caroline Islands.).
EASTERN FRONT

The northern and central sectors of the eastern front were quiet

during 13 March. In the scuthern sector, the Hed Armies crossed the

Dnepr River and captured Kherscn.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

A Cerman bomber was sighted over Iceland on 9 March. During the
night of 10-11 Mareh, 106 RAF bombers attacked Duisburg, airfields and
factories at Clermont-Ferrand and at Ossun, an alrcraft factory at
Chateaurcux, and a needle-bearing factory at Ricamarie.

On 11 March, 121 escorted B-17's dropped 23l tons of bombs
and incendiaries on Munster using overcast bombing technique; we lost
one B-17 and two fighters. Thirty-four B-2L's and 16 B-26's attacked

military objectives in France.
MEDITERRANEAN

l. During 11 March, 111 ascorted B-17's dropped 313 tons of bombs
on the Padua railroad yards and shot down 19 intercepting enemy aireraft;
we lost three bombers and two fighters. Forty B-24's bombed the rail-
road yards at Pontassieve and Prato. One hundred and twenty-two other
heavy bombers hit the Toulon harbor area with 289 tons of bombs scoring
hite on a destroyer, two cargo vessels and several submarines. Thirteen
enemy planes were shot down in combat for a loss of four B-2L's. Large
numbers of medium and light bombers attacked Italian railroad lines and
motor transportation as far north as Florence. Over 700 light bombers
and fighters raided gun positions, supply dumps and bridges within Cerman
battle positions. Twenty-one fighters attacked shipping near Split.

2. The situation remained unchanged at the Anzio beachhead during

the 2l=hour peried ending at noon on 12 March. Enemy aircraft raided

-l -
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this sector on the night of 11 March without reported damage. On the
trans-Italian battlefront no change in positions was reported; an enamy
raid against our positions in the Cassino sector was repulsed and three
attempts to develop an attack against our positions in the vieinity of
Orsogna were broken up by artillery fires., Allied patrols reported
Gessarola, Montenerodoino, and Monte Hotonda and the area immediately to

the southwest were free of the enemy.

ASIATIC THEATER

1, 10th Air Force bombers and fighters attacked enemy-held towns,
positions, and supply points in northern Burma, bombed airfields at Katha
and Indaw and attacked rolling stock in the Mandalay area on 9 and 10
March. The following day 12 P-38's attacked two airdromes in the viecinity
of Heho, destroying nine enemy planes in combat and six, others on the
ground.

RAF bombers raided supply positions at Mogaung and a nearby
Japanese headquarters, enemy installations in the Buthidaung-Maungdaw

area and the railroad station at Bassein between 9 and 11 March.

2. In sweeps over the Yangtse River area, on 10 March, medium bombers
and fighter planes of the lith Air Force hit hangars and barracks at
Nanchang, bombed and machine-gunned military installations and demolished
a bridge northeast of Sienning, and sank one (probably four) small surface
eraft. Our planes probably destroyed ten intercepting Jap fighters near

Anking., Three P=51's machine-gunned barracks and shipping near Foochow.
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Three P-40's sank a 200-foot freighter at Hon Gey and damaged a 250-foot
freighter at Cam Pha Port. In other cperations during the day six P-L0's

attacked targets of opportunity in northeastern French Indo-China.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHNEST PACIFIC THEATERS

l. Our ground forces on Los Negros met enemy resistance at the
western end of the island on 11 March. A destroyer shelled enemy gun
positions near Lorengau and 12 B-25's bombed and machine-gunned other
targets in that area.

On 10 March Allied planes sank cne (probably two)} troop-ladan
barges off Cape Hollmann, damaged several small surface craft in the
vicinity of Jacquinot Bay that night, and attacked supply areas near

Gasmata.

The next day heavy, medium, and light bombers attacked the
Boram airdrome hitting the runway, dispersal and supply areas and destroy-
ing a number of parked aircraft. Twenty-szix (probably 32) intercepting
enemy planes were shot downj one bomber and one fighter are missing.

Australian planes attacked targets on southern New Britain.

2. Intensive fighting was reported along the right flank of our
Torokina beachhead on 10 and 11 March. The enemy alsc attacked in forece
against the center but a sounterattack restored cur positions,

Nineteen B-2li's, with fighter escort, started many fires with
76 tons of bombs dropped on targets in the Rabaul area on 10 March.

Eight P-39's effectively bombed Shortland Island. The following day
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-
LB B-25's made heavy attacks apainst Japanese hill positions between
the Torckina and Saua Rivers, and probably destroyed an enemy supply
dump in that area.
3. Fifteen B-2l's dropped more than 22 tons of bombs on Langar
Island (Ponape) on 9 March. Other Central Pacific bombers hit Kusale,
Taroa (Maloelap), Wotje, and Jaluit.
EASTERN FRONT

i
There was no change on the northern and central fronts during 12

March. In the south, Soviet forces have cut the railroad running seuth

from Proskurov. Southwest of Uman, the Red Army has reached the Bug River.
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EUROFEAN THEATER

During the night of 9-10 March, 43 RAF Lancasters made a well-
concentrated attack on an aireraft factory near Marseilles. Eight

Mosquito bombers attacked Dusseldorf with unobserved results.
UEDITERRANEAN

1., During 10 March, 2l B-2&'s attacked the Orvieto rallroad bridge
while 115 B-25's and B-26'e hit the Tiburtina and Littoric railrocad
yards with good results. Thirty-six dive-bombers attacked railroad
facilities at Montalte di Castro and Zagarclo. Some 350 fighters
attacked gun positions, troop concentrations and tanks and flew patrol

missions in the beachhead area.

2. On the 11lth only patrol activity, artillery fire and a light
enemy air raid were reported in the Anzio beachhead, With improved

weather on the main battle front patrol activity has increased.

ASIATIC THEATER

1. The British contimued their offensive along the Arakan coast
during 9 and 10 March to a point more than five miles south of Maungdew.
In the Hukawng Valley Chinese and American forces have joined in the
Walawbum area. MAmerican troops report having killed more than 500

Japanese; our lossas were seven killed and 37 wounded.

2. 1llth Air Force fighter-bombers during 9 and 10 March left a

1,700-ton cargo vessel burning near Cam Pha Port and destroyed a fuel

.
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dump and damaged bulldinge at the Welchow Island airdrome. In a sweep
over northeastern French Indo-China they scored hits on builldings at
Cao Bang, bombed and machine-gunned two medium-sized vessels at Hon Gay
and destroyed a barracks at Luc Nam. During the night of 10-11 March,
six B-2l's hit the Kowleoon docks &t Hongkong. Three Japanese planes

attacked our Kwellin alrdrome damaging two fighters.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. Our forces in the Adniralties continued to consclidate thelr
positions on 10 March. At Talasea our positions are now secure from
Bitokara to the airfield and mopping up contimues. A light tank in a
landing craft fired on and sank an enemy barge with 75 aboard off Cape
Hellmann.

During 9 March our night patrol bombers sank a 2,000-ton vessel
in Hollandia Bay and left another burning nearby. RAAF bombers attacked
supply areas near Oasmatz and small craft near Wide Bay. The following
day 19 B-2li'e bombed the Lorengau area; three other planes failing to
reach their target bombed an alternate target near Gasmata causing a
large explosion. Twelve B-25's bombed and machine-gunned targets along

the north coast of Manus Island.

2. A total of LS heavy and medium bombers cperating over the Rabaul
area attacked docks, storage buildings, an air strip, and targets of
opportunity; small bomber missions hit the Kavieng runway, attacked
targets on Buka and southern Bougainville and seriously damaged two

At
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small vessels off Oreenwich Island, on 9 March.

On 10 March, South Pacific B=-25's bombed Japanese installations
on Bougainville in support of Allied ground operations,.

The enemy continued to exert pressure against our perimeter

at Bougainville.
EASTERH FRONT

The Germans launched strong attacks on 11 March against the Soviet
bridgehead at Narva. The Soviets attacked near Ostrov and Orsha along
the north central sector. In the south stiffened German resistance from
Tarnopol to Vinnitsa held the Red Army to slight gains, but on the
remainder of the southern front a forced German withdrawal is under way.

The Soviets are within 17 miles of the Bug River near Uman and within

19 miles of the ship-building center of Nikolaev.
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MEDITERRANEAN

1. During the night of 8-9 March, Alliesd planes based in the
Middle-East set a 30-foot destroyer escort afire and damagped a small
vegsel in the Aegean Sea. The following day Allled planes over Italy
attacked railroad lines at Oazzo and Montalte di Castro, shipping off
Leghorn and destroyed two enemy planes while on reconnaissance patrols
over southern France. Seventy-two medium bombers attacked San Stefano
and & bridge at Montalto di Castro. Light and fighter bombers raided
the Capranica railroad station and tank repair depots east of Reme. A
total of 195 P-Lj0's attacked German gun installaticns between Rome and

the beachhead.

2. All sectorsof the Italian battlefronts were generally quiet
during 10 March, with both sides actively patrolling. The enemy heavily
shelled Anzic and our VI Corps headquarters during the morning of 9 March.

The regrouping of Allied forces continued. Elements of a
French Moroccan Mountain Ddvision and a British Infantry Division, both
of which have arrived recently in Italy, entered the lines on the Garig-
liano front of the Fifth Army to relieve corresponding units in that

sactor,

3. BPBrigadier Ceneral Benjamin F. Giles assumed command of the United
States Army Forces in the Middle East on 10 March 154k, releasing Major
General Ralph Royce for duty with the gth Air Force.

ASIATIC THEATER

1, The 10th Adir Force dealt a destructive blow to enemy alr strength
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DECLABEIFIER
0RD Letter, 6-3=T2

in Burma on 8 March when five B-25'g and 25 P-5l's destroyed 32 (probably
L) enemy aireraft on the ground at airfields in the vieinity of Shweboj

cne (probably three) more were shot down in aerial combat. HNone of our
planes were reported as lost on these missions. Other medium and fighter
bombers attacked bridges in the vicinity of Shaduszup; six B-2li's effectively
attacked a large office area and an airdrome at Tavoy. The RAF raided
enemy commnications in northwest Burma and installations north of Toungoo,

at Monywa and Shwebo.

2. Thirteen B-25's of the 1lhth Air Force escorted by 2L Chinese
P-4i0's bombed a foundry and floating docks at Shihhweiyac on the lower
Yangtse, during 9 March, and probably sank a 250-foot gunboat in the
vicinity; we lost two fighters, one of which is believed to have landed

in friendly territory.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. During 8 and 9 March, 15 B-2L's and 21 B-25's effectively bombed
and machine-gunned enemy installations in the Seeadler Harbor area. Allied
aireraft supporting ocur New Britain cperaticns attacked targets in the
vieinity of Talasea, Cape Hoskins and Casmata. On New Ouinea 12 B-2lL's
bombed Dagua airdrome through a eloud coverj 28 light and fighter bombers
bombed and machine-gunned Atemble village in the Ramu Valley.

A patrol bomber forced a 2,000-ton vessel ashore at Humbolt
Bay with a near miss, probably sank a small freighter and destroyed two

barges along the northern New OGuinea ccast.
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DECLAESIFIED
Q8D Letter, 5-3-78

Three enemy aireraft raided Saidor the night of 8-9 March,
causing a few casualties and minor damage which included the destruction

of one bomber by fire.

2. Our forces on Los Negros continued mopping up operations during
9 March; the northern end of the island is reported clear of the enemy.
Qur convey used Seeadler Harbor that day without enemy opposition. Patrols
on the south coast of New Britain hawve reached the Johanna River area.
The Willaumez Peninsula force occupled Talasea and the air strip to the
southwest. Patrols on the northeast New Guinea coast advanced west about

two miles against slight enemy opposition.

3. South Pacific air missions totaling B9 heavy, medium and fighter
bombers attacked Rabaul on § March with 13l tons of bombs causing explo-
sions and large fires. Ona B-25 was shot down by antiaircraft fire,

Close air support of our Torckina beachhead forces was supplied
by 118 Navy planes; other Allied aircraft hit enemy bivouac areas in

gsouthwestern Boupainville and bombed the Buka runway.

L. In Bougainville, the Japanese attacked the center sector of
our beachhead perimeter during the night of B-9 March; a small penetration
was effected but our forces reduced the salient and reestablished their
line the next day. Close air support effectively attacked enemy gun
positions, and fire from destroyers covered the beaches and hit Japanese

installations near our perimeter.

5. During the night of 7-8 March and the next day &5 Central Pacific

alreraft attacked Mille, Tarca, Emidj, Kusale and Wotje with 52 tons of
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DECLABSIFIED
08D Letter, 5-3-72

bombs.

EASTERN FRONT

On the Russian front fighting continues in the city of Tarmopol,
where the Germans are offering stubborn resistance. The enemy has
evacuated the town of Uman. In the Krivei Rog sector the Soviets are
advaneing southwest along the railroad towards Nikolaev. There was

1ittle change elsewhere on the Eastern front.
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nED Letter, 6-3+78

EUROPEAN THEATER

In a previously unreported mission for 8 March, 73 B-26's made a
second successful attack on the Soesterburg airdromes in the Netherlands.
Two B-26's crashed in England as a result of a mid-air collision, Our
bombers over Berlin that day elaim L? (probably 56) enemy planes in
addition to the 86 (probably 98) destroyed by cur fighters.

On the following day 508 escorted US heavy bombers again took
off for tha Berlin area and attacked the Friedrichstrasse station in the
eity, the Arado aireraft factory in Brandenburg and targets of opportunity.
Seven of our bombers and one fighter are missing. No enemy aircraft were

claimed as destroyed.
MEDITERRANEAN

1. MAllied planes bombed San Stefano, Ttaly, patrolled the Anzioc
beachhead and raided Santorin Island (Aegean area) en the night of 7-8
March. Se%‘ant:r-ailght medium bombers attacked the port of San Stefano
and the Orte and Tiburtina railroad yards on the Bth. Light bombers
and fighters attacked gun positions and mctor transport around the beach-
head and enemy lines of communication as far north as the Po valley.

Fifteen enery aircraft were reported over the Angic beachhead during the

day.

2. Allied ground forces in Italy reported only patrolling and
artillery activity during 9 March.. The title "Allied Armies in Italy"
has replaced the designation "Allied Central Mediterranean Forces.m

it
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#D Letter, 5-3-T2
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ASIATIC THEATER

1. Four B=25's of the 10th Air Force wrecked the central span of
the Sittang bridge on 6 March. A mission of six B-2l's caused a large
explosicn at the Bangkok arsenal; other B-2L's raided the Pegu railroad
yards, northeast of Rangoon, and mined the anchorage at Kham Yal Island,
in the Culf of Siam. Bighteen fighter planes attacked targets in thae
area between Myitkyina and Mainglkwan. RAF bombers started many fires at
the Heho airfield, in central Burma, and attacked Bhamo and Ingon to the
north; fighters machine-gunned three airdromes in the .v:i.cinit.:r of Rangoon,
destroying two (probably four) enemy aircraft on the ground for a loss
of one Beaufighter.

On 7 March, 26 US planes made harassing attacks in the Walawbum-

Shaduzup area. Four B-2l's sank or damaged three medium-sized freighters
at Sichang Ieland and hit nearby oil installations. The principal RAF
mission was an attack by nine Wellingtons on the Anisakan airfield; however
more than 100 additional scrties were flown against river and road communi-

cations, in the course of which the Mu River bridge was damaged.

2. During 7 and B8 March, British forces along the Arakan coast
remumed the offensive, pushing through Letwedet and capturing positions
cutting the Buthidaung-Maungdaw road to the south. In the Hukawng Valley
Chinese troops captured three towns to the south of Maingkwan. An un-
succeassful attack on US positions north of Walawbum cost the Japanese an
estimated 300 dead. In patrol activity elsewhere 61 of the enemy were
killed near Fort White, Tiddim, and Sumprabum.

08
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DECLASSIPTED
08D Letter, B.3-72

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST FACIFIC THEATERS

1. On New Britain, Marines crossed the Willaumes Feninsula cduring
the night of 7-8 March and reached a point one mile northwest of thelr
ghjective, Talasea. On B March slements of cur Los Negros task force
oceoupled Lombrum Point, four miles west of Momote air strip.

Bix B-Zli's bombed the Boras airdrose during 7 March. Allied
bombers and fighters over New Britain attacked Talassa and o nearby
village, and machine-gunned barges in the vicinity of Caps Hoskins. The
following day 13 B-2li's bombed airdromes and destroyed a bridge near
Mubia and shot down 17 (probably 27) intercepting enemy planes; we lost
ens B-2l. Fifty-four Allisd bombers and fighters attacked Rempl village
and targete along the New Ouines coast from Hogadjim to Adtape, FPatrol
bembara raidsd Babo, Eaimana and Timika in Dutch New Oulnea, and fighter
planes bombed and machine-gunned the water front at Saumlakki in the

Tanimbars.

2. South Pacific bombers and fighters contimued their attack on
enemy supply and bivoume areas in Bougainville on 7 March, Two missions,
ene of 2y B-25's and the other of T1 Mavy bombers, hit the Tobera and
Lakunal airdroses causing large fires at both targets. A B-2L and 12
fighters raided Rabaul and 2L heavy bombers left the runways at Panapal
unserviceable. HNavy planss damaged shipping in the same area.

3., On & March 17 Central Pacific benbers and fighters attacked
shore installations and machine-gunned small vessels at Mills, Nine
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DECLASSTFIRED
BD Lﬁttgr. ﬁqa"??

B-25's bombed the Wotje runway area and four B-3L's raided Taroca. The
following day, L9 Army and Navy bombers and fighters dropped 33 tons of
bombs on targets at Jaluit Atoll. Missionms totaling LS aircraft attacked
Tarca, Mills, Wotje, and Kusaie.

Eniwetok Atoll was attacked by enemy planes for an hour and a
half on the night of 7-8 March. No damage resulted at Eniwetok Island;

at Engebi a large fire and many explosicns cccurred.
EASTEHN FRONT

South of Narva Cerman counterattacks succeeded in reducing the size
of the Soviet bridgehead across the Narova River on % March. Southeast
of Vitebask and east of Orsha Germans counterattacked to check Soviet
pressure. East of Mogilev, the Hed Army launched new attacks without
changing the situation. Farther south, Soviet forces are fighting within
the city of Tarnopol and are reducing the Oerman salisnt around Proskurov.
Soviet advances of socme magnitude were made along the remainder of ‘the

southern front, particularly west and southwest of Krivoi Rog.
GENERAL

The War Department has directed that heavy bombers retired from
ecombat in certain overseas theaters be returned to the US immediately for

use in training, thus obvlating the necessity for diverting new heavy

bembers for this purpose.
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DECLASSIFIED
0BD Letter, 5-3-72

WESTERN HEMISPHERE

Orders have been issued for the movement of the Headguarters, XII
Corps {Hajbr General G. R. Cook) from Fort Jackson, North Carolina, to
an eastern port of embarkation, for shipment to the European Theater of

Operations.

EUROFEAN THEATER

1. An enemy plane over Iceland on 7 March is believed to have been

badly damaged by antiaircraft fire at Seydisfjordur.

2. A mission of 265 RAF bombers attacked the Trappes railroad yards
southwest of Paris during the night of 6-7 March., Small numbers of RAF
planes also raided Hanover, Celle, Kiel, Krefeld, Urdingen, and carried
out offensive patrols over France, the Low Countrles and northwest
Germany .

During unfavorable weather on 7 March, 112 B-26's, out of 291
dispatched by the 9th Air Force, bombed Conches airdrome and other targets
in France. Eighteen light bombers supplemented these operatlons.

That night 200 RAF bombers dropped more than 1,000 tons of
bombs on Le Mans through a heavy ovafnast. Thirteen Mosquitoes made
scattered raids over Germany.

8ix hundred and eighty-two Bth Air Forece heavy bombers, escorted
by B97 fighters, heavily bombed the Ekner ball-bearing plant in Berlin
as well as the city itself during 8 March. Photographs indicate that
the Ekner plant is now out of operation. Eighty-three (probably 93)
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DEOLABSIFIED
08D Letter, 6-3-T2

enemy planes were destroyed by our fighters alene; our losses were 38
bombers and 18 fighters.

In support of the Bth Air Force operations the Sth Alr Force
dispatched 142 B-26's against Netherlands airdromes at Volkel and
Soesterberg; excellent results were cbtained. No air opposition was

encountered and all of cur B-26's returned.
MEDITERRANEAN

1. During the night of 6-7 March Allied light bombers and fighters
attacked targets between Rome and the beachhead. British planes in the
Middle East blew up a warehouse at Syros, laid mines off Syros and Rhodes
and bombed Santorin Island.

tn 7 March, 80 B-17's escorted by 72 P-38's drepped 143 tons
of bombs on Toulon. Our planes reported good bombing results and the
destruction of two (probably four) enemy aircraft in combat. The same
day 25l escorted B-2Li's dropped a total of £6l tons of bombs on Orvieto,
Fabrica di Roma, two Viterbo airdromes and on railroad yards at Pontassleve,
Fiorentino, Prato and Poggibonsi., One hundred fifteen B-25's and B-26's
attacked the Littorie and Ostia rail centers and 36 other medium bombers
raided the harbor at San Stefano. Strong formations of light bombers and
fighters attacked the radar station on Monte Cristo, bombed the Littorio
airdrome, attacked railroad facilities at Terni, Civitavecchia and other
points in central Italy, and hit moter transport between Rome and Avezzanoc.
More than 1,600 sorties were flown during the day.
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DECLASSIFIED
98D Letter, 5-8-78

2. During improving weather and despite intermittent enemy shelling
on 7 March, 5,000 tones of supplies were discharged intc the beachhead at
Anzic. Reports covering the 2li-hour period ending at noon the next day
indicate that our forces there repulsed minor enemy attacks against the
center of the line. Elsewhere on the Italian battlefronts no significant

changes developed.

3. Some 25 enemy aircraft attacked an Allied convoy off Algiers
on 8 March. No damage or casualties were reported and our fighter cover

shot down four of the raiders for a loss of one plane.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

l. Units of our lst Cavalry Division extended their control over
Los Negros during 7 March, pushing west to capture Papitalai Mission.
Enemy installations and pun pesitions at Seeadler Harbor were bombarded
by eruisers and destroyers and attacked by six B-2li's., Hostile aircraft
attacking the Momote area that evening dropped eight bombs which caused
a few casualties but no material damage. In New Britain, Army patrols
from Arawe reached Rein Bay on the north coast; the Marines who landed
near Talasea on & March consolidated their positicns and were in contact
with the enemy. On the northeast New Guinea coast, patrols from the Yalau
beachhead advanced west to Cape Rigny and east to Mindiri extending our
control of the coastline to a point 35 miles west of Saidor.

2. On 6 March, 24 B-24's escorted by 12 P-38's bombed the Kavieng

region, destroying buildings in the town proper and leaving the airfield

-3 =
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DECLASSIFIED
08D Letter, 5-8-78

unserviceable. A mission of 2l B-25's, with fighter escort, scored hits

on the revetment area at Tobera and two B-2l;'s attacked Rabaul. Other

" Bouth Pacific air missions attacked Lakunai (Rabaul), the Monoitu Mission,

an area east of the Saua River, and Soraken Plantation on Bougainville,
and Aliang on Shortland Island.

Japanege light and medium artillery fired concentrations inte
our Torokina beachhead on 8 March, obtaining hites near the air strips at
Piva. Counterbattery fire is reported to have silenced some of the enemy
guns. Hostile light machine-guns and artillery alsoc placed fires on units

in the central sector of our defense perimeter.

3. Reconnaissance planes dropped 3% tons of bombs on Wake Island

during 5 March.
EASTERN FRONT

There was no significant change in the situation on the Eastern

Front during 8 March.
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D8D Letter, 5-3-72

WESTERN HEMISPHERE

1. Directives have been issued for the movement of the 98th
Division to Hawaii. It is planned that the shipping which carries this
unit to Hawaiil will move the 33d Division from Hawaii to the Southwest

Pacific Area.

2. Four US B-34's bombed the Paramushiro area during the night of

5-6 March with uncheerved results.

EUROPEAN THEATER

Additional details of the US attack on Berlin on 6 March reveal
that 609 8th Air Force heavy bombers, with 645 fighters from the B8th,
9th and Royal Air Forces as escort, dropped more than 1,500 tons of
explosives and incendiaries on the German capital. Sixty-three other
B-17's and.B—Eh'a attacked targets of opportunity, including the textile
factory at Wittenberge where good results were reported. Our bombers
and fighters destroyed a total of 175 (probably 228) enemy planes.

8th and 15th Air Force missions for 7 March were cancelled

due to unfavorable weather.

MEDITERRANEAN

1. On S March six RAF B-26's on an anti-shipping mission encountered

12 enemy planes near Santorin Island, In a combat lasting 80 minutes,

four enemy planes were shot down; we lost three. The remaining planes

-] -
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8D Letter, 5-3-T8

bormbed & merchant vessel and three escorts near Santorini on the return
trip one additional B-26 was lost in another aerial engagement. BSixteen
RAF fighters attacked airfields in Crete during the day destroying three

(probably four) planes.

2. During & March 2l A-36's and eight P-40's attacked highway and
rail communications northeast of Rome demaging freight cars, locomotives
and trucks., One hundred and thirteen U8 fighters attacked German
artillery positions north of the beachhead, and 253 Allied fighters patrol-

led the Anzio area. Weather again grounded our heavy and medium bombers.

3. The Anzic beachhead was quiet during 7 March; relief of front-

line units is progressing. Elements of a British division from the area

—_—

south of Cassino have arrived in this sector.

Mong the trans-Italian battle line the Fifth Army maintained
normal patrolling and both sides continued harassing fires. A regrouping
of Allied forces is being carried out in this area. Bad weather restricted

patrol activity along the Eighth Army front.

ASIATIC THEATER

1. On L March, American troops in northern Burme captured Walaw-
bum. The following day they repulsed a.n enamy attempt to cross the
Mambyu River northwest of the town. Chinese forces captured Maingkwan
and Allied patrols ambushed an enemy party twenty miles south of Sumprabum,
killing 27 and wounding 20.

2., 10th Air Force medium and fighter bombers attacked railroads
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and supplies near Seton and the landing strip at Shwebo during 3 and L
March. The following day fighter bombers attacked stores, gun positions
and railway installations near Shingban and Myitkyina. BHAF bombers
attacked the town of Bhamo that day; lighter aireraft hit a Japanese
headquarters near Kyauktaw and enemy positions near Buthidaung during

the &th.

3. Four B-25's of the 1lhth Air Force on a sea sweep of Tongking
Gulf destroyed a Japanese floatplane and sank a 125-foot motor launch

near Hon Gay on & March.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1, US forces on Los Negros during &6 March pushed north to Salami
Flantation and established a beach position facing Seeadler Harbor.
Our forces also cccupled the willage of Porlaka, west of Momote airdrome,
where enemy naval guns and searchlight equipment were capﬁured. The
island is now under our contrel and the Momote air strip is ready for
use. In support of these operations, 17 B-25's bombed and machine-
gunned the plantation areas on the north end of the island and other
Allied planes attacked enemy positions as far west as Lorengau; a destroyer,
bombing from close range, destroyed enemy coastal guns on Heuwel Island
near Lorengan. Our casualties as reported on 6 March totalled 103 dead
and Ll wounded; 1,179 of the enemy have been killed.

In New Britain a Marine battalicen, reinforced wilth medium tanks

and amphibious tractors, landed near Talasea against light opposition,
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securing a beachhead only 165 miles by air from Rabaul. Army patrols
on the south coast reached Amgoring, 28 miles east of Arawe. Australian
planes supported these operations. To the west 13 B-2Li's bombed Awar
and Nubia airdromes on the northeast coast of New Cuinea and seven Dutch

B-25's attacked Toeal (Kei Is.); one medium bomber is missing.

2. During 5 March ten B-2l's hit Rabaul with 3L tons of borhs; 22

B-25's attacked the northwest shore of Simpson Harbor starting five fires
! in the wharf area. Thirteen of our heavy bombers started several fires
at Tobera with 50 tons of fragmentation bombs. Five planes were observed
burning in the revetment area; we lost one B-2L. Borpop was hit by 13
other Allied planes during the day with excellent results.

One hundred and ninety Navy planes bombed enemy concentrations
near Kuralo Mission and troop and supply areas in the upper Torckina River
valley. Siar Plantation in northeastern Bougainville and Monoitu Mission
in the southern portion of the island were hit by three P-38's and 16
P-39's, respectively; one plane was lost to antiaireraft fire.

The Green Island runway was reported in use on & March.

3., During 5 March, 13 B-2l's, attacking Ponape with 30 tons of bombs,
caused a large explosion in the airdrome area; two others hit the alter-
nate targets of Mille and Kusale. Eight B-25's bombed islands near Tarca

and other aircraft raided Emidj, Mille and Wotje.

EASTERN FRONT

There was no change on the northern front during 7 March. To the
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L)
e
south, the Soviets established a small bridgehead across the Drut River
near Rogachev and made other minor gains southeast of Shepetovka and
near Kriveli Rog.
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

IHrectives were issued for the movement of the T9th Infantry
Division (Major Oeneral Ira T. Wyche) from Camp Phillips, Kansas, to
an eastern port of embarkation for further movement overseas.

Orders have alsc been issued for the transfer of the &5th
Infantry Regiment (Puerto Riean) from its temporary assignment in the

United States to the North African Theater of Operations.

L

EUROPEAN THEATER

On L4 March 30 B-17's of the 8th Air Forece attacked thelr primary

target, southwest Berlin, with 67 tons of bombs; 219 others dropped 505
r tons on Bonn, Cologne, Dusseldorf and other targets. Fifteen (probably
25) enemy planes were shot downj we lost 15 bombers and 25 of their
esgcorting fighters. That same day 88 Allied medium, light and fighter
bombers attacked military objectives in the Calais-Abbeville-Houen area
with 100 tons of high explosives. On the night of L~5 March, 20 Mosquito
bombers harassed Berlin, Duisburg, Erefeld and military objectives in
tha Charbourg area.

On 5 March a total of 163 B-2l's) escortad by 257 fighters,
bombed the Bergerac, Cognac, Landes de Bussac and La Roche airdromes in
France. Twenty-seven (probably 35) enemy planes were shot down; we lost
four bombers and five fighter planes. Two hundred and seventeen B-26's
operated against cross-channel targets.

The 8th Air Force dispatched 815 heavy bombers and 925 fighter
(‘ planes against Berlin on 6 March., Preliminary reports indicate that the
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Bosch electric equipment works, the Daimler-Benz airplane engine works
and targets in the center of the city were bombed. Air opposition enroute
to the target was strong but very few enemy planes were encountered over
Berlin. At least 123 enemy planes were shot down; we lost 69 heavy bombers
and 13 fighters,

The 9th Air Force dispatched 309 medium and light bombers
against airdromes and military objectives on the Continent during the

day.
MEDITERRANEAN

1. Unfavorable weather curtailed air operations in Italy during
5 March. Eight P-40's bombed the town of Pontecorvo and 12 A-36's attacked
roads and buildings at Formia., Allied fighters patrolled the Anzio area
and attacked small craft near Split, on the Dalmatian coast, sinking one
boat. RAF Wellingtons damaged another vessel south of Leghorn.

2. At the beachhead aggressive patrolling contimued during & March;
enemy shelling was on a reduced scale. On the X Corps front a minor
enemy attack supported by artillery and mortar fire forced the withdrawal
of an outpost of our 88th Division at Santi Cosina e Damianoc. There was
sharp fighting in the vicinity of Cassino. On the Eighth Army front a
local attack northeast of Orsogna was repulsed by British troops. Artillery
was active on both sides in the northern coastal sector.

ASIATIC THEATER

1. During 3 March 10th Air Force planes carried out numerous missions
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over northern Burma damaging enemy positions, installations, bridges
and rolling stock and destroying a large warehouse. The following day
US fighters Mt villages o the Arakin cosst south of Akysb. During
the night of L-§ March, 16 heavy bombers attacked four airfields in the
vicinity of Rangoon and one at Bassein.

2. BRAF operations during 3 March included heavy and medium bomber
attacks on two airfields near Rangoon. One bomber is missing. Additional
RAF planes attacked Japanese installations in the Fort White area and
targets of opportunity on the Arakan coast. On L March they contimued
their attacks against enemy bivouacs, supply dumps and positions in the
Fort White area and supported ground troops in the Buthidaung area.

3. Chinese troops are advancing slowly on Maingkwan from the north
and west against strong resistance. Considerable enemy equipment was
captured in the occupation of Taring Ga during L March.

. Six B-25's of the 1hith Air Force gachrted by 2l P-40's seriously
damaged the Kiungshan airdrome on Hainan Island, on L March; barracks
wore destroyed and two hangars were set afire. Seventeen (probably 18)
enexy planes were destroyed in combat and onm the ground. Other escorted
B-251s pank a 200-foot tanker near Wulu and destroyed three intercepting
enemy fighters in combat.

That night six waves of enemy planes bombed Sulchwan destroying
a gas dump and damaging several planes. Part of the field was left
unusable. The same night single Japanese planes bombed targets
near Hengyang and Changsha. The

S

P




‘KIAKABA

G TOROKINA-

" Teop |

‘Hlﬂl Hiskls
an

BOUGAINVILLE

ISLAND

1] "] ] 20 30
BE— = : 1
HILES
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
C.HARIRA |
|
, dAnewa Bay |
e Qﬂahn!url i)
EUKPUK L.
Raboine
-
[+] UL

}‘,-r-"ﬁ}. P

auan-n.inhﬂ! Faisi L
- Alu L.

@unuo I

BA-REETEARED- BDD



— T —_ — —— - —_ 1 e -_._... = !_____ - —'__;__ - —_'_: —
A ] [ | = Wake ||1unJ I |
|
e -
[ CENTRAL PAGIFIC
" -L-
Rl kN yPokoakky Atoll 1
SCALE OF MILES
% 1
" . Bikar Atoll |
Eniwatok Atoll Bikini Alall L
< I Jongerik Alall_ytirik Atoll
o 5 Allinginds Atoll™Rongeiap Atall Toko Atoll |
&wﬂlhﬂ Atall Alluk ﬂulﬂ”a
o IO Ujelang Atoll 4 L o . Lo
e { Likiap Aloll Watis Atall
Ujoe Atoll. £ =
=i Pht . Murila bs : L - -y Erikub AtollS c Maloslop Atoll
{4 B o Kwajalein Atoll TARO
Hall Is . . K Qfur Aloll
t_ Namu Mnll% 5 -
: :é% Truk Is. ) o ¢ Majuro Atell
I- 4 . ﬁlHLﬂ\'h s Allinglapalop Atell ..;' Shrno atoll ’
«P lap ls Jalult Atell &
e f 2 Ingein alult Atoll dpuipg @S M Atol "
2 Ngatik | Kusaie | : . o |
] Satawan I‘wﬂmll - Namarik &toll ]
®
Ebon Atall
= JNukuoro ks —]
5 ; Maokin Is |
= ; _|
& - Ly # .
ik gian
1 qf‘
I « Kopingomarangl is Tarawa |
Maiana L 2 -
& 1
r— Kuria Ih‘ g "
«Mouru | Nonuth | -‘/
e "Ocwoen |
B. : Tuulrwm\)& v
1138 b " |
Onatea -=
_gi_'.ﬁ"!“ T VU T O T N AR LA N I YR N T Wl .~ M
B - = — = o




4

‘r'—'\

DEOLABSIFIED
08D Letter, B-3-T2

following day eight B-25's bombed and machine-gunned the Chengmai air-

field. Nine enemy planes were destroyed.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. The lst Battalion, 126th Infantry, landed at Yalau Flantation
(29 miles west of Saidor) without opposition on 5 March; A-20's provided
alr support. Patrols advanced west to Bibi without contact.

The enemy launched another unsuccessful counterattack against the
southern perimeter of our Admiralty Islands beachhead. During the late
afternocn our forces pushed northward., Japanese forces opposing our troops
in this area are estimated to be three infantry battalions, reinforced
with machine-gun units and light tanks; a large mumber of the enemy is
reported to be at Salami Plantation.

During 3 March, seventeen B-2l's bombed the runways and dump areas
at AMlexishafen. During the Lth, 26 RAAF Torpedo bombers attacked the
Cape Hoskins and Talasea air strips. The next day alr support for the
Admiralty Islands operation included an attack by 17 B-25's against
Japanese concentrations at Salami Plantation; unfavorable weather forced
other heavy and light bomber missions to turn back. Thirty-one Allied
fighters bombed and machine-gunned the Alexishafen alrdrome areas. B-25's

attacked Cape Rigry and Dumum village; cne is missing.

2. On 4 March, 23 B-2i's, 24 B-25's and 12 P-38's attacked Rabaul,
starting several large fires and destroying ten barracks buildings, without
being challenged by enemy fighters. Seventy-two Navy bombers scored hits
on gun positions east of the town on the same day. Twelve P-39's bombed
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and machine-gunned the Monoitu Mission area and silenced an antiaircraft
position; P-38's silenced an antiaircraft position on Pukpuk Island off
Bougainville with machine-gun fire. Other Allied planes machine-gunned

targets in the Cholseul Bay area.

3, Fifty-eight Central Pacific-based aircraft continued the air
offensive against Wotje, Emidj and Tarca during L March with 31 tons of
bombs. All cur planes returned. Twelve B-2L's hit warehouses at Ponape

starting fires.
EASTERN FRONT

Fierce fighting was reported around Pskov on & March. BSouth of
the Pripet marshes Russian forces cut the important Lwow-Odessa rallroad.
Forward elements in this region are now ten miles from Tarnopel and 1l

miles from Proskurov,
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EUROPEAN THEATER

During the night of 3-l March Mosquito bombers made scattered

attacks over France and Jermany, ineluding Berlin.
MEDITERRANEAN

1. Twenty-five RAF bombers damaged harbor installations and the
town of Zara during the night of 3-L March. Lighter aircraft attacked
motor transport in the Carsoli-Pescara area, small craft at Porto
Civitanova, the railroad station at Tortoreto and rolling stock south
of Leghorn. One hundred and twenty-four Allied fighters patrolled the
Anzio beachhead. Heavy bomber strikes on L March were limited by weather.

During the night of 3-li March, two Middle East bombers damaged
a merchant vessel northwest of Crete. The next day six B-26's bombed

the quay at Suda Bay. Two Allied planes wers lost.

2. Aggressive Allied patrolling characterized activity in the Anszic
beachhead for the 2h-hour period ending at noon on 5 March. Mortar and
artillery fire of our 3d Division broke up a small enemy attack on the
right. On the left the British 56th Division reduced a pocket of resist-
ance. Artillery exchanges and minor clashes continued along the trans-
Italian battleline.

The US 88th Division assumed command of the British 5th

Division sector on 5 March,
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3. Casualties on the Italian mainland follow:

Fifth Army (As of 29 February) Eilled Wounded Hisnins_ Totals
Main Front

us 3,881 16,977 5,086 26,7LL

British 2,810 13,904 L,h3s 21,149

French 1,26l 6,681 788. 8,730

Ttalian 115 188 262 chg
Beachhead

us 1,399 5,272 koL 10,775

British 925 4,036 L, 874 9,835

) Bighth Army (As of 1 March) 3,166 11,330 2,090 156,586

Totals 13,560 58,348 22,456 oL, Lok

Prisoners of war captured by components of the Fifth Army are

as follows:

* Main Front Baachhead Total
us L,116 1,672 g,988

British 3,169 1,235 L, Lok

Franch 1,177 1,177

Italian 9 9

Totals 8,471 3,107 11,578

Priscners of war captured by the Eighth Army total 3,158B.

ASTATIC THEATER

1, During 1 March more than S0 planes of the 10th Air Force scored hits
on supplies and personnel and attacked road bridges and artillery positicna

near Sawnghka. On the following two days similar targets near Myltkyina

and Shingban were effactively attacked in some 50 sorties.
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2. During 3 March two lhth Air Force P-L0's damaged the coal grad-
ing building at Cam Pha port in French Indo-China. The following day
B-25's and fighter bombers attacked the Thanh Hoa chrome mine, damaged
warehouses, rallroad and decking facilities at Cam Fha port and hit a

small cargo vessel at Hon Gay.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. Our position on Los Negros remained intact despite continuous
enemy pressure throughout the night of 3 March. A squadron of the Tth
Cavalry landed without loss on the following mormning. US destroyers
shelled enemy positions in support of our troops. Twenty-eight medium
and light bombers also supported our ground forces.

During 3 March in New Guinea, 31 light and fighter bombers
attacked the Erima-Bogadjim area reporting excellent results and scored
hits on supply dumps in the Mintjim Valley. Fighter aircraft attacked
targets of opportunity aleng the northeast coast and in combat over Tadji
destroyed two bombers and one fighter without losa. Eighteen B-2li's bombed
Hollandia airdrome during that night. The next day 22 B-2li's escorted
by RAAF P-lj0's bombed the But airdrome destroying 15 enemy aircraft on
the ground and causing damage in the supply areas. BSeventy-eight Allied
alreraft bombed and machine-gunned the Mindird ° area throughout the day.

2. A t-ut._ll of 140 South Pacifiec Army and Navy bombers attacked
Rabaul during 3 March, while fighter bombers scored hits on the radar
installations at Cape St. George.
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Fighter bombers attacked the Buka runway and revetments and
damaged a barge near Massungon Island. Thirty Navy dive and fighter
bombers supported our ground forces in the Empress Augusta Bay region

and fighters machine-gunned a float plane near Shortland Island.

3. BSeventeen Central Pacific medium bombers attacked the runway on
Wotje and the runway and gun positions on Taroa with good results during
3 March. B-2l's attacked a medium cargo vessel and small craft in Lele
Harbor (Kusaie) and the town, airfield and bauxite plant at Ponape.
Photo-reconnaissance showed more than half of the town, one-third of the
dock area, and the radio station destroyed at Ponape, and other instal-

lations damaged on Langar Island.
EASTERN FHONT

Boviet attacks at Narva on 5 March resulted in a slight enlargement
of the bridgehead. Southwest of Pskov thaws appear to have halted the
Soviet advance. Marshal Zhukov, Deputy Supreme Commander of the Hed Armies,
has taken command of the southern front. The Soviets advanced on a 75=
mile front south of Shepetovka and reached a point 16 miles southwest of
Yampol on the railroad to Tarmopol. They were pressing toward Velochisk
on the Odessa-Lwow railroad, the important German supply route for their
troops in the Ukraine. The Red Army alsc holds the high ground north

of the Sluch River from Yakhnovsti to Ostropol.
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WESTERN HEMISFHERE

Directives have been issued for the movement of the 83d Infantry
Division (Brigadier CGeneral Robert C. Macon) from Camp Breckinridge,
Kentucky, to the New York Port of Embarkatlion for further movement

overseas.

EUROPEAN THEATER

During the night of 2-3 Mareh 120 HAF heavy bombers and two Mos-
gquitoes dropped 618 tons of bombes on aircraft factories in France. Other
Mosquitoes made widespread attacks over Germany.

US heavy bomber operations on the following day were hampered
by adverse weather. Abandoning the primary targets deep in Germany, Sk
B-17's dropped 138 tons of bombs on Wilhelmshaven while 25 heavy bombers
attacked other targets of opportunity. Only twelve enemy planes attacked
our bombers during the day. Our fighters shot down eight enemy planes,
our entire loss b!lling eleven heavy bombers and seven fighters. Two P-38
groups went to their rendezvous near Berlin but were not challenged by
enemy fighters. Over 200 B-26's of the 9th Air Force attacked the
Hosieres en Santerre, Montdidier, Beauvais-Tille, Juvineourt and Laon=

Couvron airdromes, as well as a coastal installation at Berneuil.
MEDITERRANEAN

l. No important changes in the ground situation were reported from
Italy on L March. Artillery and patrol activity continued on both fronts.
The enemy shelled our Anzio anchorage as deep as six miles out to sea but
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caused no damage to the port itself.

The XIII Corps Headquarters passed from command of the Eighth

to that of the Fifth Army.

2. On the night of 2-3 March 51 Wellingtons attacked the Orbetelleo
yards, other rail targets in central Italy and harbor installations at
San Stefano. Lighter alrcraft patrolled the beachhead and attacked traffic

south of Rome.
The next day, 277 escorted heavy bombers hit the airdromes at

e

Canino, Fabrica, Viterbo and railroad yards at Rome with results varying
from p:;mr to good. Eighty-four B-26's bombed the station at San Benedestto
and railroad yards elsewhere in central Italy. One hundred and sixty-cne
fighters attacked a railroad tunnel at Terni and shipping at Ancona.
Additional Allied airecraft struck enemy batteries, troop concentrations,
and motor transport opposite the beachhead. On the Dalmatian coast, 22
P-lj0's attacked shipping at Split. In all operations elaven enemy air-

eraft were destroyed for a loss of ten of ours.

3. During 2 and 3 March Middle East-based aircraft successfully
mined Port Adamas on Melos Island. On the latter day Allied fighters

on anti-shipping sweeps over the Aegean damaged two small vessels.

ASIATIC THEATER

On 29 February seven B-25's of the 10th Air Force bombed bridges
near Taungtha and Myingyan in central Burma. Some 50 light and fighter-

bombers flew sorties against enemy stores, rallroads; and camp areas
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in northern Burma with ocbserved effect. During 1 and 2 March nine RAF
Wellingtons attacked enemy supplies at Taungup, westerm Bumma, and other

planes raided enemy villages and positions in that region.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. Throughout the night of 2 March enemy forces }igorcrusl:.r assaulted
our Momote perimeter, suffering some 3,000 casualties. Allied positions,
however, remain unchanged; our losses were 61 killed and 2Ll wounded. Our

- troops are preparing to resume their advance. Rumway construction is
progressing rapidly.
In previously unreported missions for 2 March, 18 RAAF light
bombers attacked the Gasmata area, while 17 B-2lL's, 2L light bombers, and
- 2Ly fighters hit targets along the northeast New Guinea coast. On 3 March
our forces in the Admiralties were supported by five B-25's and nine A=-20's;
22 B-2li's bombed gun positions around Hansa Bay, and light aireraft supported

the advance of our Saldor forces.

%

2, On 2 March, 20 B-2l's, 23 B-25's and 1l P-38's from the South
Pacific area hit Rabaul and Rapopo airdromef with 114 tons of bombs.
Navy planes damaged two small merchant vessels and a gunboat in Keravia
Bay. Fighter aircraft attacked the Cape St. George radar station. A
B=-2L on & reconnaissance sweep over the 5t. George Channel hit and probably
sank a vessel, Eight P-39's bombed and machine-gunned the Monoitu and

Pianc Misaions in southern Bougainville,
Ground action in Bougainville was confined to active patrolling
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and shelling of enemy supply installations, batteries and bivouac areas.

3. During 2 March a total of L6 US medium, light and fighter-bombers

attacked Tarca, Jaluit, and Mille with excellent results.

EASTERN FRONT

Soviet attacks nsar Narva, Pskov, Vitebsk, Hogachev and Krivel Hog

resulted in some advances but no substantial change in the ‘situation during

L March.
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

Three BE-3li's bombed the Paramushiro-Shimushu area during the night

of 1-2 March through an overcast.

EUROPEAN THEATER

1. On the night of 1-2 March a misaion of 557 RAF planss, dispatched
against Stuttgart, dropped more than 1,800 tens of explosives and incen-
diaries in the target area., Five bombers were lost. Mosquitoes attacked
airfields in Belgium and Helland.

The same night 120 enemy aircraft operated over the UK, tem
penetrating to the London area. Only minor casualties and slight damage

resulted, Night fighters destroyed five of the enemy raiders.

2. During 8th Air Force operations on 2 March, 375 B-17's and B-2L's
escorted by 588 long-range fighters, bombed Frankfurt, Offenbach, Ludwigs-
hafen, Dermbach, Limburg, Fischbach, and targets of opportunity with
nearly 900 tons of explosives and incendiaries. Enemy oppositicn was
unusually weak and our planes destroyed 20 (probably 2L) enemy aircraft
in aerial combat. Eighty-four B-17's escorted by 28l fighters hit hangars,
workshops and other buildings at Chartres airdrome, destroying two enemy
planes cn the ground.

Three hundred and fifty escorted B-26's of the %th Air Force
attacked cross-channel targets, Amiens and the airfields at Olisy and
Rosieres en Santerre and railroad yards in northern France, reporting

fair to good results.

s
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Qur losses during these operations were ten heavy bombers, one
medium bomber and four fighters.

Unfavorable weather on 3 March compelled a mission of B9l escorted
08 heavy bombers to turn back before reaching its primary targets in central
Germany. Some formations bombed targets of opportunity in Cermany on

their return.
MEDITERRANEAN

1. During the night of 1-2 March, British Wellingtons bombed roads
between Home and the Anzio beachhead and attacked targets of opportunity.
Enemy planes raided Angzio, but no damage was reported.

The Mediterranean Allied Air Force concentrated on enemy instal-
lations and communications opposite the beachhead the next day. Two
hundred ninety-seven heavily escorted B-17's and B-2L's dropped nearly LOO
tons of fragmentation bombs on troop concentrations and the key road
centem of Carroceto, Cisterna, and Velletrl; the same target area was hit
by 322 medium, light and fighter bombers. Other aireraft patrolled the
battle area and raided lines of communication at Terni and shipping at
Ancona and along the Dalmatian coast. Five of our bombers and five fightars

are missing from these operations.

2. Allied artillery fires concentrated effectively on enemy infantry
and tanks attacking southwest from the Cisterma area late on 2 March. Other
enemy thrusts against, and attempts to infiltrate behind our beachhead

positions failed.
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In the Gariglianc and Cassino sectors of the Italian battlafront
artillery activity continued during 3 March. Patrols were active on the
Eighth Army front.

3. During the month of February 19LL, 205,305 long tons of American
lend-lease equipment and material were delivered to the Russians through

the Persian corridor.

ASIATIC THEATER

l. On 1 March Allied ground forces in the Hukawng Valley were engaged
in heavy fighting ten miles southeast of Taihpa Ga and were advancing
acroas the Tawang River to occupy Makaw, Other Chinese forces were within
two miles of Maingkwan and patrols near Sumprabum were firing into the
town from the north. On the Arakan coast, the British continued to mop
up small enemy parties in their rear areas and reorganized positions along
the Kaladan River; British troops were in contact with the enemy about
seven miles south of Kyauktaw. The enemy, in this area, is moving into

positions 12 miles south of Kyauktaw.

2. Light bombers and fighters of the 10th Air Force started large
fires in a gasoline storage area, and attacked enemy bivouacs, storage
points, and lines of communication in the Mogaung region of northern Burma
on 28 February. RAF planes bombed the village of Metkalet southwest of
Mogaung. The following day our planes destroyed bridges in the vicinity
of Ye-U, central Burma. RAF B-2li's started numercus fires in the Rangoon
marshalling yards; two are missing. Other RAF aireraft continued their

-3




LA . " N AR ERW N A 2T G
WL So s ST 5855

' LW .5 Ca”
INYASY @ TS 4 3, SV { >\ BT I
e . B\ ) 7 "f ’Iﬁ; : "-‘_rt}i’i T ‘-Hf "\; u%
SN 174 ',b* Ule R 0 Y
43 EAN N Y A A%

/1 * . L '.‘;'_‘. = ,:f‘-'tf, (o #
3 .ﬂ ; by ¥, = \

- .
- 3 = LY - n ;-
L} b ] rn
- s AF L : 4
A (¥ hii &
o
6y MHalphon
5’4*75 WCAM PHA PORT

- =.»

457 IFEEL COMPILED AMD DRAWN 1N THE BREAMCH OF BESLARCH AMD S8, 058




BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND
|r.'r|_1 o _la 1] 30
C. MABIAI
;' & iy .I-nln'n Boay
1 #d ) Bokawaorl L

C. TOROKINA-

EMPRESS
AUGUSTA BAY .

MUTUPINA PT.

Baligls
: 5“1"_"3'? S

mnnni%”"' L
YT

m MONO 1.

- ERATRARCD- B0



+SEA EAGLE HBR.

LORENGAU
ﬁ =uﬁ' {OTE

MANUS |

%
NEW
IRELAND -~

BISMARGK ARCHIPELAGO

BUNABUN

L
) a
ol LEXEHAFEN

OMADANG

« GEORGE

s NEW
-': f i _ - BRITAIN

"/ #& :.-'— 'L'r OF INSCHMAFEN | | A

LAE

L TropriaND
I 15,

& FERGUESON L
Y
.;u','. _-* oy \5.'5“"‘ |.. -

0 .-,
BAMARAI




y ———

DECLABSIFIED
@ED Letter, 6-3-72

harassing missions against enemy river traffic.

3. On 2 March, ten P=l0's of the llith Air Force machine-gunned barracks
at Nanchang and heavily demaged bridges and railread tracks 30 miles north
of that tomm. Four B-25's demolished a 100-foot steamer in the Gulf of
Tongking near Mon Cay, caused explosions in the coal-treating plant and
hit railrcad shops at Cam Pha port.

During the month of February, aircraft of the lhith Air Force
sank 65,050 tons of shipping,; probably sank 11,100 tons, and damaged another
21,000 tons. These are minimum figures and do not ineclude several vessels

of small or unreported size known tc have been sunk or damaged.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. Enemy attacks against our Momcte beachhead during the night of
1-2 March and the following morning were repulsed and ocur perimeter was
being expanded against increasing enemy resistance., In support of these
ground operaticns on 1 and 2 March, destroyers shelled enemy positions on
Los Negros and at Sea Bagle Harbor (Manus Island) and ten heavy, Lf medium
and 16 light bombers attacked Lorengau and other targets in the Momote
area, Eight (probably 12) enemy planes were shot down. On 2 March, 18
B-2Li's over northeastern New Guinea bombed Hansa Bay and hostile gun

¥

positions at Bunabun Harber.

2, BSouth Pacific reconnaissance planes bombed Gazelle Harbor, the
Jap radar station at Cape 5t. Oeorge, and gun positions on southern Bougain-
ville, during the night of 29 February-1 March. The following day, B-2lL's
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dropped 8L tons of bombs on the rurway and antisircraft positions at
Kahili. A force of 181 Navy bombers in eight waves struck at enemy troop
concentrations on the upper Torokina River and fighter bombers hit Ballale,
Monoltu Missicn and Buka. Our Green Island forces report the completionm

of an airfield in this area.

3. Tha cccupation of Eniwetok Atoll by our forees was completed on

2 March.
EASTERN FRONT

On the northern front sudden rises in temperatures on 3 March hampered
Soviet operationa. At Narva, the Rad Armies attempted to expand their
bridgehead. OGerman troops, within the city, have not yet been isolated.

The Soviets also made further advances southeast of Pskov. On the Central

and Southern fronts their attacks continue but on a reduced scale.




WAR DEPARTMENT

DAILY OPERATIONAL SUMMARY
No. 814
0700 March 2 to 0700 March 3, 1944

COFY FOR

THE WHLTE HOUSE

203(2)







“ ! CORSICA

CENTRAL ITALY

80 TO

0810 20 3 4 B30

MWILES

APPRONIMATE

‘e SARDINIA

NO, 2769 (FREE)

BAGE wWar
28 OCTORER (941




ZOLABCIFIED
0 Latter, 6-3-78

EUROPEAN THEATER

During the night of 29 February-1 March, six German aircraft pene-
trated to the London area, causing slight damage. BRAF night fighters
dastroyed two enemy planes without loss. Mosquite bombers mades harassing
raids against Dusseldorf and an airfield in France.

More than 500 8th Air Force B-17'a and B-2l's were airborne on
2 March to bomb Frankfurt. Seven hﬁld.‘l‘ﬁd and two US fighters and 11 RAF

fighter squadrons were to escort these heavy bomber formations.
MEDITERRANEAN

1., During the night of 29 February and the day of 1 March ssven
A-20'g attacked Albano and railroad facilitias south of Rome; Allied
fighter planes patrolled the battle areas and, on anti-shipping sweeps
along the Yugoslavian and Italian coasts, sank one schooner and damaged
69 small craft.

Adverse weather on 2 March forced the cancellation of Strategic

air missions and restricted other air operations.

2. By noon of 2 March the US 3d Division had regained and reorganized
the position that it held prier to the enemy attack on 29 February.
Active patrolling resulted in minor clashes along the remainder of the
perimeter. &Efemy bombing caused some damage and blocked roads in the
area.. Elgewhere along the Italian battlefront the situation remained

unchanged. -
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ASTATIC THEATER

1, Thirtesn B-24's of the 1l0th Alr Force bombed the Mandalay rail-
road yards on 28 February. Additional B-24's attacked Akyab, Monmywa and
the Japanese headquarters area at Pakolku. RAF bombers started several
fires at the Shwebo railread station., On 29 February, seven B-25's
seriously damaged two bridges and destroyed railroad tracks in the vielnity

of Taungtha, central Burma.

2. During 1 March, l4th Air Force medium and fighter bombers
attacked barracks and other military objectives near Nanchang, rolling
stock at Puchi, destroyed a medium-sized river boat on the Yangtze near
Anking, and sank a 300-foot boat and machine-punned two other large boats
near Kiuhsienchen. We lost two planes during these operations. Seven
ensmy planes bombed the Kienow airdrome on 28 February, leaving the field

k|

m-rﬂuibll.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. Sixty—one heavy and medium bombers dropped 170 tons of bombs on
supply and bivouac areas in the Hansa Bay region on 1 March, starting
large fires and explosions. Allied light bombers and fighters attacked
airdromes, villages and targets of opportunity in the Alexishafen-Madang
area,

A US infantry battalion landed three miles east of the Pulie
River on the south coast of New Britain without enemy opposition; a patrol
from pArawe reached a point 14 miles south of Rein Bay.

Additional reinforcements landed on Los Negros during 2 March
and our initial success there is being exploited.
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2. On 29 February, 135 Navy bombers attacked enemy positions in
the Empress Augusta Bay region in support of our ground forces, and 36
fighters attacked targets elsewhere in the Bougainville area. At Rabaul,
23 B-25's and 12 P-38's started large fires in the harbor area. Three

P-38's bombed Duke of York Island.

3. During 29 February 22 B-2l's and 13 B-25's of our Central Pacifie
forces attacked Wotje, Taroca, Milil and Jaluit Island with 79 tons of bombs
with the objective of rendering airfields there unserviceable. All our

aireraft returned safely.

EASTERN FRONT

No important changes occcurred on the Eastern Front during 2 March

although Soviet pressure continusd in the north and at Pskov and Vitebsk.
GENERAL

The War Department has added the "Mandated Islands" to the list of
battles and campaigns of the United States lm.b/'ma campaign area com-
prises the Central Pacific Area west of the 180° meridian, excluding the
Gilbert Islands; the initial date for this campaign is 7 December 1543

for air operations and 31 January 1%Ll for ground cperations.
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GENERAL

The War Department informed Generals MacArthur, Eisenhower,
Stilwell, and Devers concerning the provisions of the Executive Order
establishing the War Refugee Board and requested their cooperation
with its representatives to the extent consistent with the succesaful

prosecution of the war,

EUROPEAN THEATER

German aerial reaction during the 29 February attack on the
Brunswick Messerschmitt assembly plants by 213 heavily escorted B-17's
wae the least yet experienced by any of our heavy bomber formations
over Germany. Only 18 enemy aircraft were sighted but poor ground
vieibility, severe icing, and a sclid overcast condition probably con-
tributed to the inactivity of enemy fighters. During this mission
LS7 tons of explosives and incendiaries were dropped in the target
area and one B-17 was destroyed by antiaircraft fire. The enemy also
defended, ineffectively, with ground-fired rockets which, upon explod-
ing, released five small parachutes each supporting a small incendiary

bomb which burned for approximately one minute.

MEDITERRANEAN

1. Sixty B-26's successfully attacked the Viterbe airfield on
29 February. Over 150 Allied planes flew attack missions against rail-
road facilities at Giulianova and Littoric and tank concentrations,

troops and gun positions opposite the beachhead. Enemy motor transport

il
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in northern and central Italy provided targets for L6 Allied fighter
planes; LO others attacked sea, rail and highway communication lines
along the Yugoslavian coast. Six enemy aircraft were destroyed in
these operations from which four of our bombers and three fighters

are missing.

2, On the morning of 29 February the enemy attacked our Anzio
beachhead southwest of Cisterna with between two and three battalions
and, as the day progressed, committed armored elements. An initial
penetration of the defenses of our 3d Division was neutralized that
night when elements of our 30th Infantry counterattacked and advanced
1,000 yards. Our forces also repulsed light enemy attacks along the
eastern perimeter of the beachhead. Hostile artillery fires along
the entire front line increased; the heavy shelling of Anzio continued
but damage there was described aa.alif_'.ht-.

Flood conditions on the Rapido threatened to complicate
maintenance of communications in the central sector of the trans-
Italian battlefrent. In both the Fifth and Eighth Army sectors active

patrolling and artillary duels continued.

ASIATIC THEATER

On 29 February, twenty-three llth Air Force B-2L's and 12 B-25's
scored hits on warehouses, repair sheds and railway facilities at
Yochow, Two B-25's, in a sea sweep off the east coast of China, sank
three sampans and probably sank a 100-foot merchant vessel in the
Taichow group. Six P-L0's bombed and machine-gunned amminition supply

areas in sastern Burma.

A
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PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. Initially our landing on Los Negros Island on 29 February
met little opposition; patrols operated west and southwest of the
Momote airfield uncpposed. Units advancing northward gained contact
with the enemy during the day and, that night, repulsed a counterattack
in which the enemy suffered heavy losses with minor casualties to our
own forces. Air support for these operations was provided by 23 B-25's
which attacked nearby Lou and Pak Islands. Late reports confirm our
secure hold of the Momote airfield which shortly will be cperative
for our aircraft.|/Supporting forces were expected to land on 2 lla.rch./

In air operations on 29 February three missions totaling 30

B-2l's bombed Hollandia, Tadji, and airdromes at Wewak and Hansa Bay.
Forty-nine Allied light bombers and fighters bombed and machine-gunned
supply areas and other targets in the Madang-Bogadjim areas. Australian
fighter aircraft destroyed a coastal vessel and damaged other small

eraft near Timor.

2, During 28 February, 17 B-2l's, 22 B-25's, and 37 fighters
attacked the Rabaul area with more than 80 tons of bombs, starting fires
in the town, leaving the Rapepo air strip unserviceabls, and destroying one
enemy bomber on the ground. Seventy-two Navy bombers started fires at
Vunapope with L8 tons. Monoitu Mission and other targets in scuthern
Bougainville were bombed and machine-gunned by 16 P-39's. That night
our reconnaissance planes silenced three antiaircraft guns on Kapingamarangi
Island, damaged eight barges to the south, and attacked targets in the

Bougainville-Choiseul area.

3. Twenty B-2Li's made a destructive attack against Langar Island

-3 =
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(Ponape) on 27 February. Eleven B-25's hit the airfield and harbor
at Wotje. After reloading at Majuro the same planes dropped 11 tons
of bomba on Mili which was also attacked by three P-li0's. Small-scale
air attacks were carried cut against Tarca, Kusaie, and two islands
of Jaluit Atoll., The following day 1l Army and Navy bombers hit Wotje
twice and 12 P-L0's bombed the runway at Mili.

Seven B-2li's photographed, machine-gunned, and bombed Wake

Island with five tons of explosives on 28 February.
EASTERN FRONT

South of Narva the Soviet Army broke through German defenses on
1 March and advanced approximately ten miles to the west. Fighting
continued in the northern outskirts of Pskov and south of that city
the Soviets ocut the important railroad to Polotsk. BSmall gains were
made by the Red Army northwest of Novosckolniki. In other critical

sectors of the front heavy fighting is in progress with no apparent

change in the situatlon.
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