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DYCLASSIFIED
08D Letter, 5-3-73

EURQPEAN THEATER

9th Alr Farce operations on 28 April included attacks by 180
medium and fighter-bombers against the Cormeilles, Beaumont-sur-(ise,
Reims and LeBourget alrdromes; the enemy offered no aerial opposition,
Preliminary reports from 771 bombers of the 8th Air Forve, dispatched
against Berlin on 29 April, indicate that the Cerman capital was hit
with cobserved effect. More than 900 fighter planes escorted this
mission. The enemy capitalized on navigational d.ii'ficult.i.aa imposed by
weather which separated some bomber formations from their fighter
cover; 63 heavy bombers and 16 fighters failed to return. Incomplete
returns indicate that 21 (probably 27) enemy aircraft were destroyed by

our fighters, both in aerial combat and on the ground,
MEDITERRANEAN

1. B5an Stefano and bridges near Orvieto, Incisa and Areszo were
targets for ﬁmadium bombers of the Mediterranesan Tactical Alr Force
on 28 April. Fighter and fighter-bomber missions totalling more than
300 aircraft reided enemy gun positions, supply installations and lines
of communication in central Italy as far north as Arezzo; one formation
of ten P-51's, attacking the Forli alrfield, destroyed four enemy planes
on the ground. Iight Allied fighter raids along the Dalmatian coast
resulted in the destructlion of motor transport and & direct hit en a
bridge at Scutari.

The main effort of the 15th Alr Force heavy bombers on 29 April
was directed against the harbor and port imstallations at Toulon, Four
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hundred ninety-six escorted heavy bombers dropped 1,244 tons on targets
in this area but an artificial smoke screen prevented full assessment

of results, Enemy air opposition, while light, was aggressive and well
coordimated. Eleven (probably 14) enemy planes were shot downj 11 of
our heavy bombers and four fighters are missing. The Drnls railroad
yards in Yugoslavia was the target for 36 escorted B-24's which dropped
79 tons of explosives through a cloud cover without loss, Five other
B-17's operated effectively against railread targets in the Rimini-Ancona

area,

2. Continued artillery exchanges and aggressive patrolling charac-
tarized activity on the Italian battle fronts durlng the 2i-hour peried
ending at noon on 29 April., Enemy reiding parties were particularly
aggressive along the southern portlion of the trans-Italian battle line
and at the beachhead but Allied defensive fires were effective in breaking

up and turning back these efforts.

TIC ™

1. Japanese forces recaptured two British positions five miles east
of Maungdaw during the night of 26-27 April and compelled another HBritish
force to withdraw from & forward position three miles north of Buthldaung

the following day. In the Manipur sector the enemy reestablished a road
block at Kanglatongbi, 11 miles northwest of Imphal on the road to Kohima,
A local enemy attack northwest of Kohima on 26 April was repulsed, and
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that night British forces with tank support made & successful attack
in the town itself, The road between Dimapur and Kohima, although
open, is under enemy fire and supplies for Kohima are being transported
by air,

2., 0n 27 April rocket-carrying P-40's of the lith Alr Force
attacked 20 junks on the Yangtze River south of Shasi, starting several
fires and killing approximately 100 Japanese. The next day 26 escorted
1lith Adr Force B-24's, supporting Chinese defensive operations along
the Yellow River, scored direct hits on two bridges and set fire to
nearby installations, Three B-25's attacked two small vessels south of
Hainan Island, leaving one in a sinking comditlon; a beached cargo
vessel in the same area was damaged by a direct bomb hit, All aircraft

returned safely from these missions,
IFIC SOUTHREST PACIFIC TEHRS

1. Allied forces patrolling north of Alexishafen found many mines
on 28 April. Our Hollandia forces reported much enemy war material,
ineluding aircraft engines and gasoline, in the Sentani area.

2, The weight of the Southwest Pacific bombing offensive moved
westward with heavy attacks against the Wakde, Biak Island and Woleai
areas, At the first target 35 B-24's and 55 B-25'8 bombed and
machine-gunned the Wakde and Sawar airdromes and town of Sarmi, causing
fires and explosions and destroying four enemy aircraft, Intense antiair-

craft fires were encountered at Sawar. ‘The Mokmer airdrome on Biak

Eowsiings
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Island was hit by 34 B-24's which destroyed at least 14 sircraft on
the ground and shot down two (probably fowr) of 12 intercepting air-
craft. The third mission of 23 B-24's bombed the Woleal rummy. Three
B-24's hit Wewak, Other missions totalling 46 light bombers and 41

fighter-bombers raided targets along the northeastern New (Guinea coast.

3., In additional cperations by owr Scuth Paclfic air forces on
27 April, the Talili area received 29 tons of explosives from 47 Navy
bombers, Another 54-plane mission bombed the Eavieng airdrome and gun
positions with 33 tons,
During 28 April three of the Rabaul airfields, Vunakanau,
Rapopo and Vunapope, were damaged by mlssions totalling 24 B-25's and
30 fighter-bombers. Another fighter mission over Bougainville scored

hits in the Mamapata supply areas.

L., The ground situation on Bougainville remained unchanged during

28 and 29 April,

5. Seven Central Pacific B-24's dropped thirty-three 100-pound
bombs on Guam and seven reconnaissance planes photographed the area on
25 April. Twelve heavy and medium bombers attacked the town and air-
fields on Ponape during 27 April. In other operations during the day
79 bombers and fighters contimued their raids on enemy-held atolls in

the Marshall Islands.

6. Major Ceneral Willis H, Hale has been relieved as Commanding

General of the 7th Air Force and designated as commander of a Joint
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Task Force comprising all shore-based Ammy and Navy air forces in the

Central Pacific Forward Area, except air transport unitsa,

EASTERN FRONT

There were no significant changes on the eastern front during 29

April.
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EUROFEAN THEATER

On 26 April, 2L escorted RAF fighter-bombers attacked five merchant
vessels north of Juist Island; one of the two hit by torpedoes exploded
and numercus cannon strikes were reported on the remaining ships. British
garriar-based aireraft hit four enemy vessels and an escort in a convoy
off Bodo, Norway. During the night of 26-27 April some L90 RAF planes,
dispatched to attack Essen, reported large, well concentrated fires in
the target area; 195 RAF planes attacking Schweinfurt alsc obtained good
bombing concentrations. Another RAF heavy bomber formation of 199 planes
effectively attacked Villeneuve St. Gecrges yards in the southeastern
suburba of Paris. TﬁHnt;‘r-nine planes are missing from the night's opera-
tiona.

The same night some &0 enemy aircraft operatsd over southern England;
20 high explosive bombs and incendiaries dropped in the Portsmouth district
causing some damage and casuvalties. Three of the raiders were destroyed.

Later reports on 8th Air Force cperations on 27 April indicate that
Li76 escorted heavy bombers effectively attacked 26 military installations
in the Pas de Calais area with 1,8LL tons of explosivea. During the
afternocon, 471 additional heavy bombers attacked six French and Belgian
airdromes; seven enemy planes were shot down for a US loss of four heavy
bombers and four fighters. 9th Air Force missions totalling L39 bombers
and 463 fighter-bombers attacked French railroad yards and coastal gun
positions, We lost three B-26's to antiaircraft fire. Smaller missions
of RAF planes also operated against cross-Channel targets.

That night successful RAF attacks were made against Friedrichshafen

L
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and railroad yards near Aulnocye and Duren by 332, 223, and 11l bombers
reaspectively. In all 3l; bombers were lost in these operations.

fn the 28th, 23L escorted heavy bombers of the Bth Air Force were
dispatched against enemy installations and airdromes in France; although
weather interfered with the operations, attacks were delivered against
the Avord airdrome and an enemy installation near Cherbourg. Fighter-
bomber missions hit an aireraft plant at Tours as well as the Chateaudun
alrdrome, Very good results were reported where observation was possible.
Four B-17's and two fighters are missing; nine enemy planes were destroyed

on the ground.
¥EDITERRANEAN

1. On 28 April, L7k escorted heavy bombers of the 15th Air Force
attacked the ports of Orbetellc, Piombinc, and Porto San Stefano dropping
a total of 1,221 tons of hombs with very geod results. Eight bombers
and one fighter were lost and four (probably five) enemy aircraft were

shot down during the operations.

2, Ground activity along the Italian battlefronts was again eonfined
to patrol activity and shelling during the 2hi-hour period ending at noon

on 28 April.
ASIATIC THEATER

1. During 27 April, two Strategic missions of 12 B-25's each effactively

bombed rail installations mear Shwebc and storage areas at Kalemyo.
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Tactical aircraft supported ground operations in the Imphal area and

along the Arakan coast and damaged some 16 river craft.

2. The landing field at Lu-Shih (north China) was bombed by 12

anemy aireraft on 27 April.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. Defenses have been established arcund airdremes in the Heollandia
area, Our forces engaged in active patrolling during 27 April; one
battalion landed on and oceupied Cape Sceadja, northeast of Hollandia.
Enemy casualties in the Aitape area are 121 killed and 17 priscners of
war.

Alrdromes in the Wewak area were again bombed by L9 B-2li's and
32 A-20's and all fields were left unserviceable. Other aireraft bombed
and machine-gunned barge hideouts and villages along the Sepik River and
at Murik Lagoon. The Kairiru seaplane base was shelled and machine-
gunned by nine B-25's which also ralded villages on Mushu Island. In
the extreme western end of New Guinea, nine B-2li's bombed the Baho air-

drome starting numercous fires and explosions.

2. South Pacific missions totalling 2l B-25's, 117 Navy bombers
and L5 fighter aircraft bombed four airfields in the Rabaul area with
more than 120 tons of bombs during 26 April. Twenty-eight Navy bombers
hit Buka with 19 tons and other missions raided villages and installations
in Bougainville and targets in the Shortlands area. Patrol bombers
harassed Kavieng. The next day 2 B-25's, four B-2li's and four P-39's

again hit targets in the Rabaul area.

-
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The outpost line of reslistance of our Torokina beachhead has
been established along high ground running generally north and northwest
from the mouth of the Moy River. Patrols south of the river along the
coast reported no contact with the enemy during 27 April. Our airfield

cn Oreen Island has been completed.

3. Targets at Truk were attacked by 16 South Pacific B-2ii's on
27 April and again that night by 20 Central Pacific heavy bombers. Satawan
and Ponape were ralded by one and two heavy bombers, respectively, during
this period.
EASTERN FRONT

On 28 April, local fighting was reported in the Stanislav, Jaasy,

Tiraspol and Sevastopol areas.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

1, Four German agents who landed from s small ship on the northeast
coast of Iceland were apprehended on 25 April. Radio equipment and US,
Norwegian and Icelandic currency were found in their possession. Two

enemy planes were plotted over Iceland during 26 April.

2. During the night of 25-26 April between 120 and 150 enemy planes
operated over the south coast of England causing some casualties and
property damage and possibly laying mines off shore. Four (probably five)
anemy planes were destroyed by night fighters.

On the 26th, medium, light and fighter bombers of the Sth Air
Force bombed railroad yards in Belgium and northern France; one P-L7 was
lost. Fighter planes raided the Le Mans and Cormeilles airdromes. Not
a gingle enemy plane attacked the 1,915 planes of both the 8th and 9th
Alr Forces which operated during the day; our Bth Air Force attack against
Brunswick and other targets that day was the first occasion when ocur
heavy bombers have returned without loss from German targets.

Preliminary reports covering Bth Air Force heavy bombor missions
on 27 April indicate that 26 groups attacked military installations in
the Pas de Calais. No enemy planes were encountered in the air; six
bombers were lost to antiaircraft. Two groups of P-38's carried out high-
level precision bombing against Roye and Peronne airdromes,

MEDITERRANEAN

1. During the night of 25-26 April and the next day air operations




2% CORSICA

- |

A
Ko
i

. #
CIVITAVECCHIA®

CENTRAL ITALY

40 80 80 TO 80 80 DO

05w 0 M

WILES

APPRONIMATE

. BARDINIA




DECLABBIFIED
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ware hampered by unfavorable weather. 0Small numbers of tactical air-
eraft raided Ceccano and Morolo, motor transport in the Rome area, and

rajil facilities at Fano and Montesilvano on the Adriatic coast.

Unfavorable weather cancelled all 15th Adr Force missions on

27 April.

2. FPatrols and raiding parties operated apgresaively against our
trans-Italian battle line; one attacking group pemetrated British positions
northeast of Creochio but was later driven out by a counterattack.
Artillery on both sides was active during the day, Allied concentrations
starting fires and causing explosions southwest of Cassino.

At the beachhead, a small enemy attack against US positions
in the center of the line was broken up by our defensive fires. An
American raiding party, advancing a short distance beyond the perimeter,

received an enemy mortar barrage that caused several casualties.

ASIATIC THEATER

1. Latest reports indicate that Chinese forces met strong resistance

along the sast bank of the Mogaung River south of Warazup; Manpin has
bean ocoupied. To the west of the river they are attacking the enemy in
the Inkangahtawng arsa.

British forces are moving toward Aradura on the Imphal road
two miles south of Kohima. Fighting continues along the Bishenpur-
Silchar road., Allied pains south of the Maungdaw-Buthidaung road were
reportédd; fighting continued north of Buthidaung.
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2, On 25 and 26 April, U5 and British planes attacked enemy gun
positions, sank five river craft, attacked targets of opportunity in
the Arakan and Chindwin areas, raided enemy storage points in the
Mogaung Valley, and started fires in the Japanese headquarters area
at Katha. In central Burma Allied heavy bombers and fighters damaged
enemy railroad lines, river craft, and airfields. ' Nine enemy planes
were destroyed in nt.i:.acka on the Heho and Aungban airfields.

About 20 enemy planes damaged railroad station buildings at
Dullabchara; four carge planes are missing and one crash-landed as a
result of enemy interception near the Lalaghat airfield. Nine Japanese
fighters and bombers caused casualties in an attack near Imphal.

During the night of 26-27 April Allied heavy and medium bombers

attacked Akyab, Kalewa and the railroad yards at Mandalay.

3. Four P-L0's of the lith Air Force harassed enemy communications

in offensive patrols over eastern Burma on 26 April,

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. Allied ground forces ococupled Alexishafen on 26 April. Enemy
opposition on a small island in the harbor was overcome by a landing force.
At Adtape, our ground forces carried out extensive patrolling; the
Japanese staged a weak counterattack in this area during the night of

25-26 April. Our columns from Tanahmerah Bay and Hollandia have now
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joined and all three airfields in this area are in our possession and
in operation. Organized enemy resistance has ceased and enemy troops
have fled inland to the sputhwest. Total known enemy dead in this area;
274; 21 prisoners captured.

More than 100 light bombers, attacking the Wewak area, completed
the destruction of unserviceable aircraft on airdremes in that vicinity
and bombed trails and villages on either side of the town. Heavy bomber
and fighter missions raided other positions along the northeast New
Guinea coast, perscnnel areas at Hansa Bay being bombed with excellent
effect by 13 B-2hi's. To the northwest, ten B-2li's bombed Jefman Island,
causing large fires in the dispersal areas there and destroying one
fighter taking off. One patrol bomber also cansed explosions and fires
at Jefman; another sank one small freighter and ten troop-laden barges

and damaged a second freighter off Sorong.

2. On 25 April Central Pacific air missions over enemy installations
in the Marshall Islands were flown by 110 planes which dropped 138 tona of
explosives, Wotje receiving 99 tons of this total.

During that day and night Ponape was hit with some 1l tons by
two missions of three B-2li's and eight B-25's respectively. On the
following night 16 B-2li's dropped 37 tons of bombs on the Truk Oroup,

causing explosions at Parma and Dublon.

EASTERN FRONT

There was no significant change on the eastern front during 27

April.
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

Three 11lth Air Force B-2lL's attacked Matsuwa and four Navy bombers

attacked the Paramushiro-Shumushu area early on the 26th.

EUROFEAN THEATER

1. Three Cerman bombers were sighted over eastern Iceland early

on the morning of 25 April.

2. During the night of 23-2) April, 70 enemy planes over England
cauged minor damage and several casuvalties at an American camp near
Pocle. Five (probably eight) enemy planes were destroyed by night
fighters. The following night 637 RAF bombers dispatched against
Karlsruhe reported good concentrations in the target area; 22 bombers
were lost. Munich was hit by 259 others which started large fires;
nine planes are missing,.

Preliminary reports state that approximately 250 B-1T7's of the
Bth Air Force attacked an aircraft components factory at Brunswick on

26 April; results were not observed,
MEDITERRANEAN

1. During the night of 24-25 April, between 35 and LO German
planes bombed the Naples area with over 50 bombs; one enemy plane was
destroyed by antiaireraft fire.

The next day ninety-seven B-25's bombed communication facilities
at Ficulle, and 82 B-25's attacked important bridges between Terni and
Florence. Four hundred and twelve Allied medium, light and fighter

-l -
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bombers also effectively raided central and north central Italian communi-
cation targets and enemy supply installations. Three hundred forty-eight
Allied fightars flew patrols over the battle area and raided shipping
along the western coast damaging a naval vessel off Elba. Coastal air-
craft attacked motor transportation in the Elbasan area destroying or
badly damaging 60 to 100 vehicles; enemy camps at Pogradets and Babina
were also hit.

BAF fighters on defense patrol shot down one enemy plane 90

miles northwest of Alexandria on 25 April.

2. During 25 and 26 April, three small-scale attacks in the Adriatlc
battle sector were broken up by our artillery and mortar fire, To the
south, activity on the Fifth and Eighth Army fronts was confined to
patrelling and artillery exchanges. There was no significant change

in the situation at the Anzio beachhead.

ASIATIC THEATER

l. Latest reports indicate that advance elements of our columns
in the Mogaung Valley have reached Manpin, ten miles northeast of
Kamaing. In Manipur, British troops continue to maintain contact with
the enemy west of Kohima and along the road to the northwest. North of
Imphal, British troops attacked Kanglatongbl and cleared some enemy
positions; fighting was reported at other points north and northeast of
Imphal. British units were forced to withdraw from pesitione near
Tengnoupalj fighting continues in the Bishenpur area. Heavy fighting

was reported in the tunnel area on the Maungdaw-Buthidaung road.
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2. On 23 April, 14 P-L0's of the 1lhth Air Force raided hostile
targets in the Tungting Lake region. The following day six B-25's attacked
lines of communication and set fire to a factory in northern Thailand.
Three P-40's attacked the a_'l_rfi;alcl and barracks at Kengtung. In other
operations during the day three B-25's sank a 150-foot steamer with

cannon hits and left another steamer burning scutheast of Hainan Island.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. Australian units entered Madang against minor rear guard actions
during 25 April. Large quantities of supplies and equipment were captured.
US patrols in the Aitape area pressed eastward some 20 miles with only
slight contact. Ali and Angel Islands off the coast also have been
occupled. Our fighter planes are now operating from one Aitape landing
strip, patrolling to Hollandia., Inthe Humboldt Bay region, US forces,
employing LVI's, landed at Nefaar Village (Sentani Lake) and occupied
the Cyclops airdrome during mid-afternoon. Other elements from Tanahmerah
Bay occupied the Hollandia airdrome during the morning.

Twelve B-25's bombed and machine-gunned reported enemy escape
routes from the west end of Sentani Lake during the day; buildings in
the vieinity were destroyed. Three fighters bombed Karkar Island., Two
heavy patrol bombers over the Manokwari area shot down three enemy inter-
cepters. Additional reports raise the number of aircraft destroyed by
our 2l April heavy bomber strike against Noemfoor runways to 20, Twelve
enemy torpedo planes unsuccessfully attacked an Allied destroyer off
Hollandia,
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2. During 24 April ten P-39's raidad Tobera. Other fighters set
19 trucks afire in the same area and destroyed a large barge at Kavieng.
South Pacific reconnaissance aireraft bombed Borpop.
Tha next day, 23 B-25"a hit Tobera and nine P-39's attacked
targets southeast of Bmpress Augusta Bay. Fifteen B-2li's bombed instal-

lations at Truk with unobserved results.

3. Eighty-three Army and Mavy planes continued their strikes
against enemy-held positions in the Marshall Islands and on Ponape

during 2l April.
EASTERN FRONT

There was heavy fighting on the Rumanian battle front during 26

April; however, no change in the lines was reported.
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

One 1lth Adr Force B-2L bombed and photographed Matsuwa early on
25 April (target time). Four Mavy bombers followed with an attack om

the Paramushiro-Shumushu area., All our planes returned safely.

EUROFEAN THEATER

1. During the night of 23-2l; April, 25 RAF Mosguito bombers dropped
27 tons of explosives on Mannheim and 11 other bombera attacked Vilvoorde
airdrome near Brussels. 8ix of 102 RAF planes which mined Baltic waters
that night are missing.

On 2L April, 32 escorted P-47t's of the 9th Air Force hit the

Louvain railroad yards reporting good results; no enemy aircraft were
encountered. Revised claims for our 8th Air Force missions on that day
were 161 (probably 186) enemy planes destroyed for a loss of 39 heavy
bembere and 17 fighters. The following day 657 bombers escorted by 787
fighters of the Bth Air Force, attacked the Nancy, Metz, and Dijon
airdromes, reporting fair to excellent results. Ten specially equipped
P-38's attacked an airdrome near Amiens. Our fighters destroyed 3L (probably
l1) enemy aircraft on the ground and in the airj seven of our bombers and
two fighters failed to return. 9th Air Force aircraft attacked railroad

yards, coastal guns and military installations in the Pas de Calais area.

2. Combat claims and losses for US Air Forces based in the UK for
the week ending 16 April reveal that 358 (probably L33) enemy aircraft
ware shot down in aerial combat and 183 additional were destroyed on the
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ground. Our losses were 190 planes, including 111 heavy bombers. Corres-
ponding figures for the RAF are 2l {probably 30) enemy planes destroyed

and a loss of 63. Major US air missions flown during this period included
four heavy bomber and fighter attacks against German air force installationa

including cne penetration to the Schweinfurt-Munich area.
MEDITERRANEAN

1. The night of 23=-2} April, Allied heavy bombers, oparating in
formations that totalled 87 aircraft, effectively attacked San Stefano,
Leghorn, Piombino, Genoa, and Parma. A-20's ralded rail lines and motor
transport between Cassino and Avezzano and attacked shipping at San
Benedetto. The next day, in addition to previously reported strategle
missions on Balkan targets, 1TL medium bombers attacked bridges near
Orvieto, Incisa and Montesilvano and the rail yards at Pesaro. Twenty-
three A-20's made a destructive strike against supply installations at
Valmontone, Large formations of fighter bombers and fighters effectively
attacked rail lines, bridges, and marshalling yards north of Rome as far
as Orvieto and Spoleto and damaged three vessels, one of 8,000 tons,
south of Leghorn. Twelve escorted FW-190's bombed San Vittora.

On 25 April bad weather en ‘route to targets in northern Italy
seriously interfered with the effectiveness of strategic bomber operations.
One formation of 118 escorted B-2h's hit the Turin aireraft factory with
290 tons of bombs; 11 other heavy bombers attacked the Ferrara rallroad
yards through an overcast which prevented assessment of results and 15

B-2k's scored hits on Parma. Of some 90 enemy fighters encountered,
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1l (probably 18) were destroyed. Thirteen of our heavy bombers and three

fighters falled to return.

2. No report on the ground situation in Italy was received during

the 2L~hour period ending at 7:00 a.m., EWT, 26 April.

ASIATIC THEATER

Batwean 21 and 24 April, inclusive, the Allied Air Forces in Buma
concentrated against enemy positions, installations and communications
in the Manipur and Arakan areas, Strategic missions flown during the
period included strikes by heavy bombers against Maymyo, Mandalay, and
rail and harbor facilities at Martaban and Moulmein, mining installations
at Namtu, and supply dumps at Lashio and Kalewa. B-25's hit storage
areas at Kamaing. Other missions of B-25's and P-51's made particularly
destructive attacks against supply areas at Hopin, the towns of Thetkegyin
and Indaw and villages northeast of Bhamo. Twelve P-38's, attacking an
airfield near Meiktila, destroyed two enemy alrcraft. A total of 13
enemy aircraft attacked three Allied airfields but the only damage result-
ing was the loss of one plane on the ground. Our antiaircraft fires

destroyed one (probably three) enemy aircraft,

PACIFIC AND SOUTHNEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. On 2k April our patrols in northern New Guinea entered Aitape
without opposition; other patrols advanced east and south of the Nigia
River. Infantry units of the Humboldt Bay force encountered some resist-

ance from withdrawlng enemy units on the eastern end of Lake Sentani;
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our force from the tomn of Hollandia advanced northeast along Imbl Bay.
Eneny forces employed delaying action against our Tanshmerah Bay patrols
near S8abron. The I Corps moved to the Humboldt Bay area. Allied patrols
from the Bogadjim area reached the Gum River, about four miles south of
Madang .

In the 23 April B-2l; attack against Woleal large fires were
started and 17 (probably 21) of 30 enemy planes were destroyed; one
B-2ly was lost. The following day, 126 bombers heavily raided the Nubia-
Awar personnel areas and inland trails. Forty-nine B-2li's bombed Wewak
leaving the runways unserviceable. Twenty-three additional planes bombed,
glide-bombed, and machine-gunned positions, small shipping and targets
of opportunity along the northeast New Guinea coast. To the northwest,
13 B-2h's hit the Noemfoor runwaye and disparsal areas destroying a
number of grounded aircraft and starting fuel fires. 13th Air Force
heavy bombers based in the Admiralties, successfully attacked enemy ship-
ping between the Vogelkop Peninsula and Mapia Island, leaving a cargo

vesgel afire and two barges beached,

2. On 23 April, 17 South Pacific B-2h's, bombing individually,

hit Truk and adjacent islands damaging a tank farm, seaplane base and
possibly destroying an ammunition dump. Later in the day 2l B-25ts hit
Matupi, fighter bombers raided Tobera, and 30 Navy planes started large
fires at Talili in ths Rabaul area.

In Bougainville during 2L April elements of the 2lith Infantry
employing tanks cleared the coastal area to the Moy River mouth. In the
day's operations forty-six Japanese were killed; cur losses were three
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killad and three woundad.

3. Ninetean Central Pacific B-2li's hit airfields in the Truk Croup
early on 2l April causing large fires and explosions. Two additional
heavy bombers attacked their alternate target, the tewn of Ponape, and
an adjacent airfield. One B-2l attacked Puluwat with uncbserved results
and two others dropped four tons on the barracks area and runways at

Wot je.
. EASTERN FRONT

Ko ﬁignificant chanpes were reported on the easterm front for

25 April.
GENERAL

The War Department has directed all military attaches to warn evaders,
escapees, internees, and other military perscnnel having knowledge of

their experiences, of the drastic prohibitions in force against publicity

on such matters.
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

l. Orders were issued for the movement of the B0th Infantry
e
Division (Major General Horace L. MoBride) from Fort Dix, New Jersey,
to an eastern Port of Embarkation for shipment to the Buropean Theater

of Operations.

2. An Mlied sledge patrol recently made contact with the enemy
on Shannon Island, northeastern Greenland; no Danish casualties resulted.
No further information will be available until contact is reestablished

with the patrol the latter part of the week.

EUROPEAN THEATER

1. Incomplete reports on the fth Air Force operations on 2 April
indicate that Glk heavy bombers and 974 fighters were airborne, dispatched
against five airdromes in the Munich area and aircraft plants at Fried-
richshafen. Preliminary reports rate bombing results as fair to excellentj
strong enemy fighter opposition was reported by only one formation.
Thirty-nine heavy bombers and fourteen fighters have not yet returned;
the Swiss radio reports that ten bombers landed on Swiss territory. Our
fighters claim 66 (probably 71) enemy aircraft destroyed in the air and

57 on the ground.

2. A1 telegraph, telephone and radico comminications, as well as
airline, rail and ferry traffic, between Sweden and Germany and Sweden

and Demmark, were stopped by the Germans on 24 April for unknown reasons.
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MEDTTER RANEAN

1. On 23 April, medium and fighter bombers made widespread
attacks on lines of communication and ammunition dumps in central
and eastern Italy, and enemy gun positions in the beachhead and Cassine
areas.

Five hundred and fifteen escorted heavy bombers of the 15th

Air Force striking again at rail centers and an aireraft factory in
Rumania and Yugoslavia on 2l April, dropped a total of 1,340 tons of
bombs; coverage in general was excellent. Three rail centers in the
Ploestl area were hit by 798 tons, a rail center at Bucharest received
LT7 tons; and the Ikarus aircraft plant at Belgrade 56 tons. Five
B-17's destroyed a bridge near Rimini. First reports show that 31
(probably L3) enemy planes were destroyed for a leoss of eight of our

bombers and one fighter.

2. During the night of 22-23 April the enemy shelled the Angic
port area but caused no damage to shipping. On 24 April, US troops
seized an enemy strong point southeast of Carroceto, and south ef
Cisterna slightly improved our position. On the trans-Italian fromt
artillery exchanges and patrel activity continued, enemy patrols being

particularly aggressive in the Adriatic sector.

3. Cumulative totals of Alr Force casualties in the Mediterranean

Theater to 18 April are: (since Salerno)
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Air Force Killed Wounded Missing Totals
Mo s 2 and P. of W.
AAF 11 176 3,784 5,371
RAF 166 139 L35 7L0
Dominicns 95 106 251 Ls2
French 21 11 T 39
Other Allied 15 T 2 2l
Totals MAAF 1,108 1,039 b, hT9 6,626

US ecasualties on perscnnel convoys since beginning of North African

campaign total 90 killed, 395 wounded and 1,115 missing.

ASTATIC THEATER

1. Two Allied attacks scuth of Imphal on the night of 21-22 April,
ware unsuccessful. Sharp fighting contimued in the vieinity of Kungpi,
four miles west of Bishenpur. The next day, in attacks along the
Imphal ~Ukhrul road, our troops secured their objectives.. In the Kohima
area, enemy activity has decreased; latest reports indicate an enemy
force of less than 300 at Zulhami, 20 miles northeast of Kohima. In the
Fort Hertz Valley Allied Burmese troops have made additional advances.
On the Arakan front heavy casualties were inflicted upon enemy forces
southeast of Maungdaw; small enemy parties are being cleared from the

area eight miles east of Buthidaung.

2, Operations of the lhth Air Force on 23 April were limited to
eight fighter sortles which bombed and machine-gunned a truck column

near Chieng Mai, a barracks area south of Tengehung and a motor pool

north of Lashio; one P-L0 was lost.
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PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1., Our patrols in the Altape area reached the Nigla and Raihu Rivers
during 23 April and reported no enemy in the area. Tumleo and Selec Islands
off the coast were cccupied by a US infantry company. Infantry units
in the Humboldt Bsy region pushed to a point one mile east of Sentani Lake
and reached the western shore of Imbi Bab (two miles northeast of
Hollandia). Tanalmerah Bay patrols moved southeast to Sabron, only five
miles northwest of Hollandia airdrome against only slight resistance.
Enemy aircraft bombed Humboldt Bay late in the day. Our coastal patrols
advancing towards Madang reached the Gogol River. Headguarters of the
Sth Australian Division opened at Saidor. Oreat quantities of supplies
and equipment have been captured.

Sixteen Southwest Pacific heavy bombers, 51 medium bombers
and 35 light bombers hit the Hansa Bay area with 135 tons of bombs, obtain-
ing excellent results. Forty-five B-24's bombed the Wewak airdromes with
180 tons and L6 A-20's raided the villages and trails south and west of
Dagua. One hundred and thirty-five light and fighter bombers ranged
the New Guinea coast from Bogia to Karkar Island dropping over 29 tons
of bombs, machine-gunning villages and starting fires. Twelve B-2l's
raided the Noemfoor airdromes with 16 tons of bombs; fourteen (probably
17) enemy aircraft were shot down. Ancther B-2L mission shot down two
of eight intercepting enemy planes during an attack on Woleai.

2. Japanese elements opposing our Bougainville forces maintained
strong trail blocks in the vieinity of the upper Laruma River on 23
April. Our patreols to the east encountered an enemy platoon near the
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headwaters of the Torokina River and drew small amms fire from the Saua

River area.

3. During 23 April (target time) S5k Central Pacific-based Army
and Navy planes contimued their raids on enemy installations on Ponape

and in the Marshalls.
EASTERN FRONT

) : German forces attacking Red Army positions west of Dubnc made
slight progress during 2l April. South of Stanislav, German and Hungarian

forces substantially reduced the Soviet salient extending to the west

betyeen Stanislav and the Carpathian Mountains.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

During operations against Hamm and targets on the Continent on 22
April our planes destroyed 60 (probably 73) enemy aireraft for a loss
of 25 heavy bombers, three medium bombers, one light bomber and 13 fighter
planes. Seven of cur heavy bombers were shot down by 20 enemy intruder
aircraft which attacked our planes near the English coast.

During the night of 22-23 April, 1,040 RAF bombers were dispatched
against Dusseldorf, Brunswick and the Laon railroad yards. Early reports
indicate that results were generally good. Forty-two planes are missing.
Mosquito bombers were dispatched against Mannheim and military cbjectives
on the Continent.

8th Air Force missions were cancelled on 23 April because of unfavor-
able weather. The 9th Air Forece attacked coastal installations in Belglum
and France, including military objectives in the Pas de Calais area. A
total of LBO fighters were dispatched against an aireraft repair factory
and three alrdromes in France and two airdromes in Oermany. The fighters
carried out a high-level precision bombing attack and also dive-bombed

and machine-gunned their targets.
MEDITERRANEAN

1. During the night of 21-22 April small missions of strategic
bombers attacked Leghorn, Plombino, Genoa and San Stefanc. Flanes of
the Tactical Air Force raided shipping at Civitanova, railroad facilities

at Fano and motor transportation south of Rome.
The next day Allied medium bombers attacked lines of communication
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in central Italy, including bridges at Poggibonsl, Bucine and Orvieto.
Other planes attacked the port of San Stefano, railroad lines south of
Florence and treop concentrations in the vicinity of Fondi and Formia
and patrolled the battle areas.

On 23 April, 171 B-17's of the 15th Air Force dropped 513 tons
of bombs on aireraft factories at Wiener-Neustadt and 33 B-2l's attacked
a nearby airdrome, Another mission totalling 143 B-2lL's dropped 6 tons
of bombs on the aircraft factory at Schwechat, and 170 B-2i's dropped
387 tons of frammentation and heavy bombs on a similar target at Bad-Voslan.
Results of these raids varied from good to excellent. Forty-seven (probably
S8) enemy planes were shot down by our bombers and essorting fighters.

We loet 13 heavy bombers and five fighters.

2. With the excepticn of a 15-plane enemy air raid on the night
of the 22nd and an unsuccessful attack by an enemy company, the situation
was generally gquiet in the Anzioc area. Both there and along the trana-
Italian battle line both sides engaged in patrolling and artillery action,

the latter destroying an enemy ammunition dump at Cassino.

3. OCwmlative casualties on the Italian mainland follow:

Onit Eilled Wounded Missing Total
V Corps ( to 21 April) 138 696 Th 908
Bighth Ammy (to 21 April)
British 3,356 12,198 2,148 17,702
Polish 16 120 5 11
Total 3,312 12,318 2,153 17,843
o
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Fifth Amy (Main Front) 7,000 2qe0* 7

(to 20 April)

us 62 19,08 1,887 26,597
British 3,19 LF,BSE Ef??h 22,72
French 2,208 8,221 652 11,081
Ttalian 185 Lo6 A3 1,07k
Total 11,210 h2,572 7,696 61,L78

VI Corps (ABF) (to 19 April)

Us 2,312 Byals h, 602 15 A
British 15 E:m 6,533 Ef!?ss ff:%lig

Total 3,7h2 1h,678 9,055 27,475

Grand Total 18,L62 10,26l 18,976 ]ﬂ?-?{_."_ll

a

L In enemy air attacks against two Allied convoys off Alglers
during 20 April three cargc vessels were sunk and twe others damaged.
The following day a US cargo vessel was damaged south of Anzio as the
regult of twe underwnter explosions; the vessel proceeded to Naplea

under its own power.

ASTATIC THEATER

1. On the Arakan ccast British foreces had moved to positions eight
miles east of Buthidaung by 21 April. At EKohima the original garrison
has been relisved; British forces ware successful in several local engage-
ments with the enemy northeast of Imphal. Chinese troops have advanced

11 miles southwest and 17 miles southeast of Shadugup.

2, Allied planes attacked enemy positions in the wicinity of Tiddim,
Kohima and Ukhrul, set fire to bulldings at Wuntho, and heavily attacked

river craft, villages, and motor trucks in the Chindwin and Chin Hills
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regions, on 20 April. That night three REAF Wellingtons bombed dumps at
Kalewa, On 21 April five medium bombers and four fighters destroyed three
bridges near Tangon and one near Shweli. Other planes attacked enemy
positions in the vicinity of Buthidaung and Imphal and dumps at Indaw,

Six B-25'g and eight P-51l's raided Mawlu,

3. 8ix B-2h's of the lhth Air Force sank three tankers, twe medium
cargo vegesels and & small naval vessel at Cape St. Jacques, near Saigon,
on 22 April., Another B-2l destroyed a rallroad bridge eight miles south-

west of Vinh. Three P-40's machine-gunned rolling stock nmorth of Lashio.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. Reported details of our I Corps landings (Lt. Gen. Robert L.
Eichelberger) in Dutch New Guinea indicate that a regimental combat
team of the l1st Division landed in the Aitape area on 22 April against
minor opposition. Three hours after the initial landings the airstrips
were secured and a beachhead established; our casualties were three killed,
20 wounded and eight missing. At Humboldt Bay the two remaining combat
teams of the Llst Division made unopposed landings at four points and
secured their initial objective. Two combat teams of the 2Lth Division
landed unopposed at Tanalmerah Bay; by noon, advance elements had reached
Palpou against slight opposition. Command post for the I Corps has been
established at Tanalmerah Bay.

Seventeen RAAF medium bombers attacked villages in the vieinity

of Wide Bay (New Britain), and 22 light bombers raided Mushu and Kairiru
Islands, on 21 April., The following day L7 B-2l's, 50 B-25's, and L8
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fighter planes heavily attacked the Hansa Bay region. A total of 85

heavy and 1ight bombers attacked enemy installations and airdromes at
Wewak, Additional medium and light bombers raided Bunabun, Angoram, and
Tadji. Twenty-two heavy bombers started fires at the airdromes on Neoemfoor

Island and 11 escorted Duteh medium bombers attacked the town of Dilli,

2. Twenty-four South Pacific B-25's started several large fires
and destroyed a mumber of buildings on Matupi Island, in the Habaul
area, on 21 April. A mission of 11 P-39's bombed Tinputs Harbor, northern
Bougainville, The next day, 120 bombers and fighter bombers again
attacked tha Rabaul area, hitting airfield installations and several
buildings. Forty Navy dive and torpedo bombers raided Kavieng. Naval
aireraft hit an B00-ton freighter and left a 75-foot escort vessel burn-

ing off Alet Island.

3. Bix Central Pacific B-2hi's and three fighter planes raided Truk
during the night of 21-22 April. The next day patrol planss raided
Olol and Igup, and destroyed or badly damaged seven small cargo vessels
and a 750-ton patrol vessel in the Murilo Islands.

Forty-eight planes including 18 Army B-2Li's attacked Wotje on
22 April. Other Army and Marine aircraft raided Jaluit, Mille and

Maloelap, and airfields on Ponape.

EASTERN FRONT

No significant changes were reported along the front on 23 April.
Local German attacks were reported southwest of Narva and south of

Stanislav.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

During the night of 21-22 April, harassing raids by RAF Mosquito
bombers included an attack against Cologne. Other formations mined
.| jwaters off?t:lh: French and Duteh coasts.
—  She-mext-day, 858 bombers of the Bth Adr Force, escorted by 968
Iighters, were dispatched against the marshalling yards at Haom.
Preliminary reports indicate that the attack was pressed home against

enemy fighter reaction that varied from weak to strong; claims and

uuuan were not supplied.

Sixteen military installations and two raillroad yards were the
targets for 9th Air Force formations totaling 570 light and medimm
bombers and four groups of fighter bombers. Results were assessed at

from poor to excellent but further details are lacking.
HEDUITERRANEAN

1. The striking power of Mediterranean Tactical aireraft was

concentrated against the Ternl area during 21 April. Twelve B-26's
soored direct hits on an ammmnition dump near Spoleto and 70 fighter
aircraft effectively attacked rail installations near that towm. Forty-
four A-36's scored many hits on the rail line between Orte and Attiglianc,

4 ~ Strong formations of light bombers and fighters also raided ammunition
dumpa, enemy bivouac areas, gun positions and transpertation facllitias
between Rome and Cassino. Along the Dalmatian coast, fighters scored
hits on a bridge near Bihac, destroyed motor transport and damaged

shipping.
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Strategic bombers of the 15th Air Forece were grounded on 22

April by bad weather over their bases and en route to targets.

2. During the 2h=hour period ending at noon om 22 April, US forces,
including armored units, attacked and improved their positions south of
Cisterna. Other US forces made small gains southeast of Carroceto,

Enemy forces attempting to form for an attack against the center of the
beaachhead were dispersed by our artillery fires. Enemy patrols operated
aggressively in the Adriatic sector of the battle line; elsewhere along

the front no significant action was reported.

ASIATIC THEATER

1. During the night of 19-20 April and the following day, 11 B-25's
hit camp and store areas northwest of Manywet; medium bombers and fighters
raided gun positions, supply dumps, trucks and troops east of Maungdaw,
south of Buthidaung, and near Mawlu. Three river craft were destroyed
and many others damaged by 22 British fighter planes in the Mayu-Kaladan

Ared.

2. Fighter planes of the lhth Air Force, supporting Chinese and
American ground operations in the Mogaung Valley, attacked Japanese
supply lines in northern Burma on 21 April, damaging engineering equipment
in the vieinity of Bhamo, setting fire to a fusl dump and attacking

trucks in the Lashio-Hsenwl area and machine-gunning buildings near Takaw.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1, During 21 April pre-invasion air missions were flown against
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the northeastarn New Guinea coast; 31 B-2h's, L7 B-25's and 71 A-20'a
made a destructive attack against the Aitape-Tadji coastal area and 5S4
B-24's left the runways unserviceable at three Wewak airdromes. Over
L& tons of bombs were dropped in these operations. Twenty-one B-2li's
bombed airfields on Neemfoor. Patrol bombers, attacking shipping off
Mapia Island, drove two small cargo vessels ashore and left the third

ginking.

2. BEighty-eight Central Pacific planes, ineluding 11 B-2i's,
continued operations against enemy-held pesitions in the Marshall Islands
during 21 April; Wotje, the principal target, received more than 39 tons
of bombs which caused a large explosion in the magazine area. One
Navy dive bomber was lost.

Clean-up squads have eleared Erikub and Aur Atolls of the

enemy and are mopping up on Ujelang.
EASTERN FRONT

The situation on the eastarn front remained unchanged during

22 April.
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

The Eighth US Army was activated at Fort Sam Houston, Texas, on 15

April 1944.
EUROPEAN THEATER

Four RAF missions, totalling 1,021 bombers, attacked Cologne and
the railroad centers near Paris, Brussels, and Lens during the night of
2021 April. Twelve planes are missing. Additionsl small RAF missions
succeasfully raided Berlin, laid sea mines off the north and northwest
coast of France and attacked two convoys off the Dutch coast, sinking
or damaging at least five vessels, Enemy bombers carried ocut minor
and scattered raids over southern England during the night and Cerman
coastal guns shelled the Eritish towns of Dover and Folkestone, causing
some property damage but no casualties,

Deteriorating weather conditions en route to and over the target
areas grounded strategic bomber missions on 21 April. 9th Alr Force
missions attacked eight military installations in northwestern France
and hit four French raillroad yards., Six groups of medium bombers, two

groups of light bombers and four groups of fighters participated.

MEDITERRANEAK

1. Sixty-three RAF bombers attacked the ports of San Stefano,
Piombino, Leghorn, Genca, and the reilroad yards at Plovdiv with 121
tons of bombs during the night of 19-20 April., The next day 622 U8
heavy bombers hit critical communication centers in northern Italy,

il
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including Venice, Triesste, and Ancona, with 693 tons of bombs. Included
in 766 tactieal sorties during the day were strikes by 154 medium bombers
against the Cecina bridge, the Aresgzo viaduct, and fuel dumps at Orte.
Ammunition dumps, communication facilities, rail and motor transport,
and enemy installations between Home and the beachhead provided targets
for other formations. From these coperations two heavy bombers, one
medium bomber, one light bomber and eight fighters failed to returm; 19
(probably 2)y) enemy planes were destroyed in the air and on the ground.

The Pediada Kastelli airdrome in Crete was attacked by 12
escorted medium bombers which scored hits on the runway and dispersal
areas. Additional aircraft attacked the radar station at Kapsali (Kythera
Island) and construction equipment being used to build a landing strip
on Paros Island.

During 21 April, Bucharest railway centers received 290 tons
of bombs from 118 escorted 15th Adr 1.?1::'4:.3 planes. Twenty-eight other
heavy bombers attacked the altermate target of Turnu-Severin with 39 tons
on the railway yards and town. Thirty-five (probably 56) enemy planes

ware shot down; seven heavy bombers and five fighters are missing.

2. Active patrolling and continued artillery exchanges by both
sides characterized our operations for the 2l~hour period ending at 1200,

21l April, on the Italian mainland.

ASIATIC THEATER

1. Thirty-one medium and light bombers attacked a fuel cump near
Wuntho, railway yards at Ywataung, and supply areas at Kamaing and Akyab
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during 16 and 19 April., Over 350 medium, light and fighter<bombers ranged
northern, central and western Burma during this two-day period, attacking
anemy communications, supply installations and rendering close support

to Allied ground troops in northern and western Burma.

2. Chinese troops in the Mogaung Valley were reported on 21 April
to be advancing slowly southward and enveloping Japanese positions south
of Warasup; to the southeast, they are in contact with the enemy. Fight-
ing econtirmmes in the Kohima area; to the northeast the British have
increased their strength and improved their positions. The road fraom
Kohima to DMmapur has been cleared of the enemy. Wakan, 13 miles northeast
of Imphal, has also been cccupled by Allied troops who are mopping up.
British troops have retaken Kungpl; fighting continues in the Bishenpur
and Tengnoupal areas. OScattered skirmishes and patrol actions characterized

operations on the Arakan front.

FACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

' 1, On 20 April, B-2li's bombed two airstrips on Noemfoor Island,
damaged a small freighter west of Mapia Island, sank a se& truck northwest
of Hollandia and shot down an enemy plans 230 miles scutheast of Palau.
Eight B-25's attacked Vanimo, starting numerous fires,and L& light bombers
attacked enemy supply installations and machine-gunned personnel in the
Bunabun Harbor area, Fighters raided buildings, bridges and enemy instal-
lations along the northeastern New Guinea coast from Uligan Harbor to

. Bogla.
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2. Early reports from the Southwest Pacific indicate that our
forces landed in the Hollandia area and at Adtape on 22 April against
light opposition. Effective aerial preparation and supporting fires
from Naval vessels contributed materially to the sucecess of initial

assanlts.

3. On 19 April, 21 heavy bombers attacked Satawan with 50 tons of
bomba; excellent results were obtained., Fifty-six South Pacific bombers
hit Lakunai with 34 tons and 45 fighter-bombers started several fires
at Matupl and raided Rapope. In Bougainville, our planes set fire to an
ammunition dump opposite our beachhead perimeter, dive-bombed Numa Numa
plantation and hit targets at Tonoclei and Buka.

Three squadrons of heavy bombers attacked Woleai for the third
consecutive day during 20 April. A large fire was started and three
enemy aircraft were destroyed on the ground.

One hundred and forty-four Army and Navy planes continued
their strikes against enemy installations on the northern Oagelle Penin-
sula, hitting the Rabaul area with 35 tons, the Vunakanau runways, and
tha Lakunal airstrip. Twenty-two B-25's started large fires and several
explosicns on Matupl Island. Twelve other fighters acored hits on the

Keravat runway.

. During 19-21 April our Torokina patrcls destroyed an enemy
ammnition dump in the upper Laruma River area. A US infantry company,

supported by a platocon of tanks, engaged a Japanese force near the mouth

of the Mavavia River.
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5. During 19 and 20 April, Central Pacific planes bombed and
machine-gunned gun positions and barracks at Wotje. Others attacked
Ponape, Mille, Jaluit and Tarca. Eighteen B=-2lL's, in a night attack,
dropped L6 tons of bombs on barracks, an airstrip and a town in the Truk
Group, and hit a 2,000-ton cargo vessel in that area.

Wake Island was hit by one B-2l; on the 19th and again the

next day by 12 othera which dropped 29 tons of bomba,
EASTERN FRONT

On the eastern front no significant changes were reported for 21
April although the Soviets were counterattacking southwest of Narva

against increased (Qerman pressurea, In the southern sector, strong German

attacks were reported southeast of Stanislav with slight pain.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

During the night of 18-19 April 7928 RAF bombers dropped more than
4,400 tons of bombs on rallroad yards at Houen, Tergnier aml in the
vicinity of Paris, Smaller Allied missions attacked Berlin, Osnabruck,
gun positions at Fecamp and Varengeville Sur Mer, military objectives in
western France, and targets in the Low Countries. One hundred enemy
planes over southern England during the night killed or seriously wounded
200 people in the London areaj & US air installation was machine-gunned
and some damage was done to a US station hospital at Braintree, Thirteen
{(probably 16) enemy aircraft were destroyed by Allied night fighters and
aptiaircraft fire.

0n 19 April 221 medium and light bombers of the 9th Adr Force
attacked pun positions at Dieppe and Fecamp and military installations
on the continent, MNinety-four P-51's dive bombed the Namur and Hasselt
rallroad yards with good results. The BAF supplemented these missions.

On the 20th, 850 US heavy bambers and 580 fighters as escort were
dispatched to attack 33 special military installations in the Pas de
Calais area, Seven groups of B-20's and two of A-20's attacked coastal
guns and military installations. Six fighter groups, with other fighters
escorting, attacked French airdromes, some dive bombing and others, led

by speclially desipgned P-38's, using level bombling methods.

MEDI TERRANEAN

l. During the night of 18-19 April 28 Allied light bombers and
fighters attacked the Ancona reilroad yards and shipping at Ancona,
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Pescara and S8an Benedetto, and patrolled the battle zones. The following
day sixty medium bombers attacked rallroad yards at Ancona and Plombino;
fighter planes continued their attacks against lines of communication in
central Italy and successfully raided motor transportation in Yugeslavia
and Albania,

On 20 April, 291 heavy bombers of the 15th Air Force dropped
756 tons of bombs on railroad yards, bridges, harbors, shipyards, and
towns in northern Italy, including targets at Venice, Ancona and Fano,
Three hundred thirty-seven other heavy bombers were turned back by
weather or attacked ineffectively. Some 40 to 70 enemy aircraft were
encountered of which eight (probably 13) were destroyed by cur bombers

and their escorting fighters. Two B-24's and one P-38 are missing.

2, In the Adriatic sector of the trans-Ttalisn battle line raids
by both enemy and Allied troops during the 24-hour period ending at
noon on 20 April were repulsed. The enemy was reported to bave been
particularly active in the Cassino area during the night. Elsewhsre
patrolling and shelling by both sides continued,

3. 'Twelve escorted B-26's attacked the Maleme airdrome, in Crete,
during 19 April; hits were observed on the rumway, in a fuel dump, and

among parked aircraft,

ASIATIC THEATER

Lith Adr Force operations for 19 April included a sweep over a
railroad in French Indo-China by three B-25's which damaged & bridge,
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and & raid by four P-40's on Takaw, in Burma, where a 50-foot ferryboat

was sunk,
FACIFIC FIC

In a previously unreported cperation for 18 April, 21 B-24's
bombed the Woleai airdrome (480 miles west of Truk) destroying four
enemy planes on the ground and two out of eleven which rose to intercept;
one B-24 crashed on landing, A preliminary repert for the following day
states that B-24's repeated this attack. Nine B=25's attacked bivouscs
and villages in the Adtape area., Twenty-four A-20's hit targets in the
vicinity of Palas Pointj 17 P-4(7's successfully glide-bombed bivouacs at
Sarang, and 34 fighters attacked other coastal targets. In raids on
enamy shipping a 1,000-ton freighter, a small tanker and other small
eraft were destroyed or badly damaged, Heavy attacks were made by 34
Allled planes on Sce (Timor) and by 19 B-24's on the Manckwari airdrome

and Uterom (western New Guinea).

german troops made slight progress ‘I.glin.!t a Soviet bridgehead
southwast of Narva during 20 April., There was little change in the

situvation elsewhere on the easterm fromt.
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

One 11lth Air Force B-2L dropped six 100-pound bomba and 10 photo-
flash bombs in the Paramushiro area during the night of 18-19 April

(target time).

EUROPEAN THEATER

On 18 April a total of 249 medium and light bombers of the 9th Air
Force attacked gun positions at Dunkirk and Calais, and the Charlerci-
St. Martin railroad yards which were also dive-bombed by &L P-4L7's.

A mission of 821 heavy bombers of the Bth Alr Force, escorted by
758 fighter planes, attacked German Air Force installations at Eisenach,
Paderborn, Cutersloh, Lippstadt and Werl, and the fighter assembly and
components plant at Kassel on 19 April. Early reports indicate that
results were generally falr., OSixteen enemy planes were shot down by

our fighters. We lost five B-1T's and two fighters.
MEDITERRANEAN

1. In previously unreported operations for 18 April tactical air-
eraft carried out a limited number of missions against enemy communications
in Italy. Spitfires of the Coastal Air Force destroyed three enemy planes

1 on the ground near Scutari.
15th Air Force missions for 19 April were cancelled because of

unfavorable weather.

2. Contimued patrol activity, artillery exchanges and minor raids

Ik
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characteriged ocur operations on the Italian mainland for the twenty-four

hour period ending at noon on 19 April.

ASBIATIC THEATER

1, During the night of 17-18 April, eight medium bombers dropped
12 tons on scattered targets including Akyab, Kalewa, and points near
Mandalay. The next day seven escorted B-2li's attacked oil plants at
Yenangyaung; six B-25's hit the Shwebo-Mandalay railroad. Light bombers
and fighters heavily attacked enemy positions southwest of Buthidaung

and in the Mayu-¥Kaladan and central Burma reglons.

2., No major changes coccurred in the Burma ground situation during
18 and 19 April. In the Mogaung Valley, Chinese units advanced to a
river line 10 miles south of Shadusup; considerable enemy artillery fire
was reported in the Mansum area. At Kohima, fighting contimued without
decisive results. MNorthwest of Imphal, British forces made a limited
advance, Nungpl, 22 miles to the southwest, was taken by an enemy force
estimated to be a battalion. Allied troops withdrew from Tengnoupal in

the face of strong Japanese pressure.
PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. Eleven Southwest Pacific B-2li's made a destructive attack on
Babo airdrome on 1B April; two other formations of six B-2li's bombed the
Oeelvink Bay area and the Manokwari airdrome, respectively.
Over northeastern New Guinea weather prevented major alr opera-
tions; patrolling B-2L's, one operating from Momote, attacked Tumleo and

T
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Biak Islands and damaged a small merchant vessel. Light bombers and
fiphters made minor raids against installations at Wide Bay (eastern

Mew Britain) and in the Cape Crolssilles area of New Cuinea.

2. Twenty B-2li's hit the runway and dispersal areas at Satawan
(Nomoi Islands) on 17 April. Other Scuth Pacific formations, totalling
more than 170 planes, hit three airfields in the Habaul area and instal-
lations at Matupi Island with destructive effect. Two B-2i's eratered
the Kara airstrip in Bougainville, and other missions successfully attacked
gun positions at Buka, bombed Mosiga and caused a large explosion at
CGuppy, Choiseul Island.

Again the next day 1L B-2L's bombed the airstrip in the Nomel
Islands. Seventy-two bombers and fighter-bombers caused exploaions
and started fires in attacks on air installations and gun positions in
the Rabaul area. Three fighter-bombers scored a direct hit on a coastal
gun on Buka and caused a landslide which destroyed other guns. Other
fighter-bombers carried out raids in Bougainville.

Our Torockina beachhead forees, having occupied Hills 500 and
501, were pushing patrols eastward to the Saua River on 18 April. One
platoon of tanks was landed east of Mavavia the next day to support

oparations in that area.

3. Amy and Navy bombers and fighter-bombers made pericdic raids
on enemy installations in the Marshalls and Carclines during 18 April,
when some B7 planes drc]pplﬁ bomb=loads totalling nearly 50 tona.
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EASTERN FRONT

No significant change was reported from the eastern fromt for

19 April.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

On 17 April, 1k B-2l's escorted by 33 P-i7's of the Oth Air Force
attacked military installations in the Pas de Calais area. That night
the principal Mosquito mission was an attack by 2l bombers against
Cologne.

The next day a force of 846 heavy bombers of the Gth Air Force and
789 ascorting fighters was dispatched against aireraft plants at Oranien-
burg, Rathenow and other targets in the Berlin area, with generally gun-d.
resulta. Heavy air opposition was encountered by only one bombar group.
Our losses for these raids were 19 bombers and six fighters; 17 enemy
aireraft were claimed by our fighters. A separate mission of 12 B-2l's
attacked military installationa in the Calais area with unobserved results.

MEDITERRANEAN

1. During the night of 16-17 April, 38 Wellingtons and B-2L's
bombed the railroad yards at Budapest; other Wellingtons raidad ports
in Ttaly. Allied medium and light bomber. and fighter misslons of
the following day were directed against enemy lines of communication
in central Italy, targeta in the battle areas and motor transportation
along the Dalmatian coast., That night Allied heavy and mediumm bombers
attacked the Plovdiv railroad yards; light bombers raided lines of communi-
eation north of Rome.

Bomber missions of the 15th Air Force for 18 April were cancelled

because of unfavorable weather, Allied fighters destroyed 11 parked air-
oraft in attacks on two enemy airdromes. During another attack mission,
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turned back by weather, six (probably eight) enemy planes were shot down

for a loss of five Allied fighters.

2. During the 2li-hour period ending at noon on 18 April action
on the Italian battlefronts consisted chiefly of nommal patrolling and
light artillery exchanges. Enemy ralds against the western sector of

our beachhead were broken up by our artillery fire.

ASTATIC THEATER

1. On 15 April, 12 B-2l's raided shipping at Port BElair, scoring
near misses on three vessels. On the 15th and 17th, US and British planes
attacked enemy p-oai‘hiuna, linas of communication and troops in western
Burma. Supplies at Taungup, factories in the Henzada-Prome area, and
shipping near Moulmein waere alsc hit, as were the airfields at Shwebo
and Meiktila. At the Heaho airdrome nine P-38's accounted for seven

enemy alrcraft in the air and two on the ground. /

2. Latest reports from Bumrma state that Chinese troops in the
Mogaung Vallsy, after being held up by stubborn enemy resistance, resumed
the advance.Patrols reported Warasup to be unoccupied by the enemy,

At Kohima, no further developments in the situation were reported. British
troops were moving south from Mokokchung and were in contact with the
‘enemy at Wokha,/ Fighting was reported at Kungpi, 22 miles southwest of
Imphal., British troops in the Palel area continued to withdraw.

—

3. Four P=li0's of the llith Air Force machine-gunned radic shacks

near Bhamo on 17 April, destroying one.

-
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PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. On 17 April storage and bivouac areas in the Kal Islands were
attacked by 2L B-2's. Minor attacks were made on targets along the

northern New Ouinea coast.

2. A South Pacific search plane successfully bombed Truk during
the night of 15-16 April. The following day 15 B-2l's attacked an air-
field in the Nomoi Islands, hitting the runway and dispersal area.

The same day, 190 bombers and fighter-bombers effectively struck
at airdromes and other targets in the Rabaul area. Other Allied planes
attacked gun positions and installations in the Bougainville area and
northern Choiseul.

3. Sixteen Central Pacific B-2li's dropped 38 tons of bombs on Truk
during the early morning hours of 17 April; two B-2l's Paided the town
and an airfield at Ponape., Ome B-2} is missing.

A total of 37 Navy and Marine bombers and fighters attacked
barracks, gun positions and a radio station on Wotje during the day.
Twelve B-25's and three B-3li's attacked Jaluit; the same 12 B-25's bombed
Taroa. Five Navy fighters made two strikes against gun positions and

a radio station at Mills,

EASTERN FRONT

In the Crimea Soviet troops captured Balaklava on 18 April and
gontinued thelr progress towards Sevastopol from the north and from

the southeast.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

During 16 April and the following night Allied alr activity in northern
Europe was limited to patrols by RAF Mosquitoes over France in which ten

gnemy planes weres destroyed in the air or on the ground without loss.
MEDITERRANEAN

1. Allied aireraft dropped a 150-ton bombload on the Turnu-Severin
railroad yards during the night of 15-16 April. Bursts appeared to be
well concentrated in the target area and large fires developed. Three
British bombers were lost. The next day, in addition to the Strateglec
bomber missions against Balkan targets reported yesterday, planes of the
Mediterranean Allied Air Force attacked railroad bridges throughout Italy,
swept the Dalmatian coast, exploded an ammunition dump north of Ternd,
and flew offensive patrols over the battle area. Twelve Middle-Eastern
B-26's, escorted by 1k Spitfires, bombed shipping in Heraklion Harbor, Crete,
claiming a probable hit on one medium-sized vessel.

On 17 April, escorted B-17's and B-2li's of the 15th Air Force

dropped L77 tons of bombs on the railroad yards at Sofia and 632 tons en
the airfields, railroad yards and airoraft facteries in the Belgrade areas
with miformly excellent results. Antiaircraft fire in the target area !
was intense and accurate. Of L5 to 50 enemy planes encountered, 2l (probably
28) were destroyed. We lost two heavy bombers and four fighters.

2. Enemy forces displayed increasing aggressiveness during the 2L~

hour period ending at noon on 17 April. Allied foreces drove off a small

o
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rald en the western sector of our beachhead and repulsed strong Cerman

forays in the Terelle and Crecchlo areas on the trans-Italian battleline.

ASIATIC THEATER

Near Imphal, British forces at Sita repulsed a strong enemy attack
Tt NET .
on 16 April; all commanding ground near Nungshigum in British hands,
To the north Allied troops cleared the DMmapur-Kchima road to within four
miles of Eohima, gaining contact with the garrison of the town. Chinese

patrols advancing southward in the Mogaung Valley reached to within

L

one=half mile of j to the east Allied Burmese troops recaptured

Woihtup.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. Allied patrols south of Madang reached Erima during 16 April
and pushed forward to the Palpa River without contact. Natives in the
area reported that the enemy forces had bean withdrawn along the rcad

’ south of Amele since 10 April.

Sth Adr Force planes attacked persomnel and supplies at Hollandia
at noon, causing extensive damage, destroying coastal defense positlons,
starting large fires in the supply areas, demolishing buildings and jetties

- and leaving a small freighter buming; no intercepticn or antiaireraft
fire was encountered. Five B-2l's bombed supply and dispersal areas at
Wakde Island. Twenty-three Dutch and Australian planes attacked Keepang,
Timor, causing large fires in the warehouse and building areas.
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2. More than 150 South Facific aireraft contimued the bombardment
of enemy installations in the Rabaul area during 15 April, harassing
the town and attacking targets at Vunakanau, Keravat, Lakunai and Talill
Bay. Patrol bombers raided Kavieng and Truk. Other planes bembad
suspacted coastal guns in northeastern Bougainville, raided enemy gun

positions at Mosiga, and patrolled the perimeter near Torckina.

3. A total of 46 Central Pacifie Navy and Marine bombers and
fighters raided barracks and gun positions on Wotje on 15 April; 12
B-25's dropped 12 tons of bombs on Maloelap, rearmed at Majuro and hit
Emidj and Mille. Six Marine fighter planes also made two strikes on

Mille during the day., Reconnaissance planes bombed Pakin and Olol.
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