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llZCLA8SI?lD 

~BD Lott er, 6-8-72 

During the night o! 15-16 April (Target ti . .,.) !our Navy bombers 

carried out an amed photo-reconnaieaance aa.tul.on o! the !(Url.l., , A 

aolld overcast condition prevented COIIPletl.on of the photographic cdesion. 

Ba:lbe r are dropped rlth unobserved results . 

!UROP!WI THSATZR 

Unt'avor abla 11"Mther prevonted opcrat1ono by both the 8th and 9th 

Air Forces during 16 April. 

l . Sev-enty .,llington bombers struck Piombino and San Stefano during 

the nf«jlt o! 14-15 April; nine light bombers attacked Albano 'llith 9>od 

result& . Sneey planes laid mines in tho barbara at Naples and ,lnzl.o . 

The next day 1 concurrently rlth tho etrategic atisoi ons be in& 

n own against Rumanian ta.rgets, 195 .llliad tactical bombers attacked 

Italian coamWl1.catl.on taeilltiea at Leghorn , ll.arecl.ano, Fano, Civitanova, 

Tocoo, Viterbo, Orvieto, all! llontesihano; JOO US ll.gbters raidod bridges, 

railrcad lines, motor transportation, dlllllpa and other targets trom Floronco 

to the south. Two bundrod and toronty-one planes patrolled the battle areas, 

escorted bombers and per!or.ed bat tle reconnaissance . 

During 16 April, 423 heavy boalbers .!:rom the 15th Air Force dropped 

1,088 toM or bollbs on the railroad yards at BrasOY and Turnu-sevorin and 

hit an airplane factory and landing field at Belgrade. 
• 
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ll"t:tAnsrrm 
OED Letter, ti-8-72 

'lbirteen (probably 16) enei!\Y planes were shot down; we lost 16 heavy 

baabars and three fighters . 

2 . Allied elements in our An<io beachhead, supported by tanks and 

ortillery, carried out a $UCcess!ul raid in force aaainst en0111y strong 

pointe opposite the eetem face oi' our perl.llleter during 1.5 April; 61 

priaoners were captured tor a loss of two tanka . Patrol activity and 

increased artillery exchanges characterized activity on tbe trans-I talien 

battle line . 

3. Latest reported cumulative casualties on the Itelian mainland 

nre u follows : 

Unit Killed Wounded llissing Total 

V Corps 8) 4n 52 &J6 

Eighth ArttJy 
British 3,31.5 12,ll2 2,126 17,553 
Polish 16 ll6 1 lJJ 
Itellan 164 408 483 1,07.5 

Total .),51$ 12, 6.)6 2,610 18,761 

Fifth Arrrllf (llain Front) 
us $, &J7 19,032 1, 887 26,526 
British 3,194 14,858 4,674 22,726 
French 2,197 8,1.)1 6$1 10,979 
Itellan 176 366 442 984 

Total ll,l74 42,.)87 7,6$4 61, 21.5 

VI Corps (ABF) 
us 2,242 7,8ll h,$91 14,6114 
British 1,398 6,364 4,hh8 12,210 

Total 3,640 14,175 9,039 26,8$4 
Grand Total 18,412 69,669 19 ,,3$S 107,436 

4. Sixty US 110diua b011bera on a field near Vesuvius were reportal 

ae badly damaged aa a result of an en~ption o! that volcano on 22 llar<b • 
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ll.ZOLASSIFIXD 
OaD Lotter, ~-8-72 

Th1o eruption b<abarded the field with clinl<ors so large as to prevent 

the planes being nown or t&x:ied to aai'ety . 

AS IAl' IC 'I'!IEA'l'ER 

l. Chinese forces in the llogaung Valley occupied several villages 

east of tho main road dur1.nj! lS April . Our Fort Hertz lertea were forced 

to withdraw from lloihtup . Keavy fisbting continued around Kob:bna with 

the J&J>&nese holding the native rtllage and the wnter supply . Several 

anemy attacks on the garrison were repulsed. British forces captured 

Nangshigtlm, eight miles northeast of Imphal, and otbet" anomy positions 

1n the area . Small nnolJIY attacks ,...,.., Npulsod along the Impbal-Tiddim 

road 27 llliles south of lllphal . A Britisb garrison at Sita was heavily 

attacked by the enemy. On the Arakan coast i't"ont lllinor skimiobes were 

reported northeast o! Goduaara and 1n the Buthidaang area. 

2 . Twelve RAF Wellington b0111bers hH Taungup and Kyaukpya during 

the night of lJ- lls April . l"ighter aircrai't also carried out scattered 

raid& that nigbt . On the lhth and lSth of April Allied aircrai't attacked 

motor vehicles, river erai't, and enem,y installations in no~horn and west-

om Burma, giving close support to ground troops in tho Imphal area. On 

the latter d&y, 12 P-)8 1 s r aided the Habo airfield deatro~ six planes 

on t ile ground. Over JO enem.r planes bombed tho Imphal strip destroying 

two Hurricane& on the ground and eauoing a0111e casualties; t wo anomy panes 

were ahot d01III . 

J . Throe &-2S• a successfully boolhed bridges and aachine-gunned anomy 

barracks in nortbel'n Frennb Indo-China on lS April . Throe Japaneeo pla nos 
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aoorttd hits on our runwa_.v at Xienaw. 

PACinC .urn SOUT!!I'EliT PACIFIC~ 

1. Ooe hundred and thirt,--ooa hea"7, •..:I!Ull and light South,..at 

Paoi!io bcabors concentrated 284 tone o! orploaiYoa on the Tadji area 

durin& 1S April causin& ~e1 !ires and up1osiona and d.oo11ahl.n& build­

in&• · 11an;r !irea woare alao atarted on r..leo and Seloo Ialanda . Fourteen 

!iahter bQobera carried out h&raaaing aiaaiona along the nortbeaatem 

How OuinM coast tnn Dosia to Cape Croiaalllea. Six R.UP t1ghter baobera 

bit a villa&• on TiJIIor and raided a noarby anOIO)' Clllllp. 

2 . Two hundred t ... nty-si.x South Pac1!1c bcabera carried out hMYJ' 

attach over the Rabaul area during :U. .t.prU, causing tiraa and explosiOIUI, 

hitting seven gun positions and bMvily •achine-gunnirls the area; eigbt 

barsoe were daloaged in Karavie Bay and Katharine Harbor . Sixty-tivo other 

planes destroyed two sun positions 1n tho ~. area, attacked ene.y targets 

on northeast Boaaainrllle, patrolled our beachhead porieeter, and destroyed 

a coaatal gun at ~~Dacata. 

3. One hun elrod and ninety-one .ll'1nT and NaY)' boonbero raided on.,­

inltallotions in tho llarahalls and em Ponapa with 99 tons ot baaba 

during 14 and 1S April. 

4. Tbe War llllparteant has directed the rille.! or llajor Oenerol 

Willis H. Halo as CCIIIO&ndin& General, 7th .t.1r Forca, etrecUve on or 

about 15 April 19W. t o pandt his aasicnMnt by Acbiral Nidh •• ooaoander 

ot the Shore- Baaed .t.1r Force, Forward u.a, to ba estebllahad u a 





taek force on 1 ~ 1944. 

EASTERN FRONT 

ncusnrra 
QID ~····· t-1-?2 

Ilea.,. ttchU"' continued in the aoutl\ during 16 .lp>-11. Kaar 

Tan>cpo1 the Sortet &<trance aet eU!!eaed eneq .-esie~• . Nort.IL ot 

Tirupol Red Ant;f units widened t.heir bridsel\eada on t.he . .. t b&nlt ot 

t.he blestr wbUe .. tabl1sb1"8 additional ones eout.IL o! the town . In 

the Criaaa So•i•t troops closed in on Se•aatopol . 
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llZCLA&SfFIIIl 
081) Lotter, b-8-72 

Three lltoh .ur Force &-2.4'• ott&cked targoto ill tbo northern 

lt\lrllos during tbe nicllt or 15-16 4Fll (tarsot time) , 

'!'here were no Stb Air Force operations during 1.4 .t.prll , 9tb llr 

rorco P-471 a dive- bo.becl an •DMI1 airfialtl 1n nortoheaatom Franoe and 

oerried out. t-.o fia;btor neepa . 

P- :38, P-.47 and P~l aluiona t.ot&l)lnc 664 panes .ado l..--1 .... 1 

at.t&cko on t.uaots in Go"*"7 tho next. 4ay, 1neludiag a penet.ration t.o 

tbo Berlin area by ODI croup Of P-~1's , llrfields, loc0110tives, b&rpa, 

antiaircraft towers and .factories were bit, and 54 (probably 55) onoJV 

planes destroyed in tllo air and on tile around and water for • 1oaa or 

35 o! ow- fighters. 

1 . U tllough strot&gic operations Cor 1.4 .t.prll were cancelled ~ 

cauae of weatohor conditions, other planes of toha lleditorranean Ullod 

Air Forces !lew .ore than 1.400 aortJ.oo, attacking br1dpa, air!ielda 

and ra1l.Joay yards in control It.ely and c~caUons torpts oortb and 

aoutll o! - · 'llle Vit&rbo airfield •• bolll>od by 74 8-25 ' • rlt.b 

exoollont rosultsJ eight eoe,q planoa •oro reported destroyed or da,.pd 

on tbe ground. A alosion of 33 8~' ' " reported IIPod concentrations oC 

burote and tba d....aging of conelderoble rolling stock 1n an attack on 

tbe Lecllorn yards . Br1dcoe and Yi.aduats at Pogs1bonsi, Cor t&ldo, ll&cra, 
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D!:OLASSIFO:D 
01» Letter, ti- 8-12 

Bucin&, .trezzo and Cecina were tho tergete !or missions totalling 84 

~6•s. Light and fig. ter bOOibora raided buildil>gs no.-tb of Palombera 

and rail lines, bridges, ~ctorios and gun posi tions a t .treuo and 

northeast and southeast o! Raoe, cla1•1 ng amch rolling stock and motor 

transport destroyed . Other fighters bombed bridges in central Italy 

and northeast o! Rcmo . 4PProx1Joately 4) ell8m;y air sorties were reported 

during the clay; four {probably five) Ge"""'n planes were destroyed . one 

B-25, one A-36 and three llgbtora were loot. 

Escorted 15th Air Force B- l?•s and B-24' • dropped 647 tons of 

bombs on torgote near Bucharest and moro than ) 00 tons on railroad in­

stallations at Ploeati during 15 April; both of these strikes were mde 

through a eolld overcast and no results wore observed althcug. smoke 

was seen rising to a height of 15,000 feet over Ploeati . '!be Hie rail-

road )'llrda were the target fer 213 tens of bomba with one good pat tern 

reported. .t.ntiaircra.ft tiro over Buchares t nrd Ploeati varied !:rom 

scant to intensely heavy; only llgtrt; antis ircraft fire was ancountorod 

over NiB . Our bombers and their escort shot dc1m 13 ( probllbly 16) onem;y 

planaa for tho less or 12 bllavy bombers and four !ig.tors. 

2 . -ro was no illportant ground action in Italy during the 24-hour 

period ending at neon on 15 April . 

A§IATIC 'JJ!EU &R 

1 . Heavy f18Pting waa still in progreso in the Upper Chindwin 1!1ver­

Chin Bille aeator during lJ and 14 April. 'Die situation in X chUla was 
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atill obscure . Brit.iob troopa :Improved their positiona at Nungsbigu!n, 

a1 l!)lt ..Uas northeast o! Impbal. Ulled troops were 1n contact with 

the enellcy' along the Tiddilo R<>ed, at uveral points north of D:>phal, w 

on the Bishenpur-8Uchar \.raU. Chinese colUIIUUI operating in the llogeung 

Valley advanced to ll.lnswa and wiped out several Japa.'l8se pooitions in the 

Tingring area, 

2. Four 14th Ur Force .,dill!l boabors attacked a 150-foot vessol 

in BakU Bay during 13 April. '!be next day approxi.ma tal;y lJ Japanese 

planes attacked the !19llcy'ung airdr01118; the damage hils not yet been re-

portad . ()U' planes .failed to intercept the en8lJIY raidors . 

PACIFIC A!ID SOUTHWEST PACIFIC 'mEA 'OOlS 

l . Our New Britain patrola encountered an enemy IIJIIbusb position 

one lllile soutbwost of Cape Hoslcins airst.rip on 13 April. A- 201 s attacking 

airdromes near \Wiwak destroyed three eneiiiY fighters and two bombers on 

the ground. Un.f'avoroble weather prevented planned air operations by the 

5th Air Force during 1..4 April . Patrol boabers destroyed boo of three 

slllllll vessels aigbted off llapia Isl&JU alXI three luggers o!f Prittwitz 

Point. 

2. '!lntnty-tbroe South Pacific boavy bcabors started tiree in an 

attack againat an island in the Truk Group during 13 April . 'lbet night 

?tb .l1 r Force B-241a dropped 62 tons on islands in the Truk Group , 

Single heavy booobers raided the old Ponape air!ield and Ujelang, 

- J -
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DECLA88IPI'D 
bsn Letter, D-8-78 

) , one bun:lred eial>t:r-<>ne ...U.ua, 1111!t and fial>ter bolobera 

tr011 the South Pacific Area conUnued their destructive etrikee on 

eneJI,)' inotallat.ione 1n the northern oazollo PeniMul.a durin& tbe d&;fl 

Lal<v.nai airdm .. reoeind 48 tone at bolob8 and the R&baul a.- owr 

)8 tone . 'lhirtr-eilllt din and torpedo baobara attacked 1&Yion1 wUb 

25 tone . ,...ntr-threo additional aircratt. attacked eneJIY ouppl.7 dwope 

and bivouaca on Bo"i81nv1lle and raided IUD positions 1n the Buka 

Passage , 

Patrols from our Torokino beachhead on 14 April mda l11!bt 

contact with ODOJI,Y tcrces so• throe aUea east or tbe periMtor and 

alon& tbo cooet at llllY&Yia Lagoon . Sinoo tbe nial>t ot 12-l) April 

eneJI,)' art1llo17 baa bem silent , 

4 . Central Pacific Anoy and Navy Mdiwo, li&bt and fiebter boebera 

continued their otrikes against anoJI,Y poeitiona in the llarshalla and on 

Ponape durins l) April dropping aora tban 50 tons ot uploe1v .. and 

1neend1arias. 

~t to ten Japanese booobera attacked Enl.wotol< du~ 15 April., 

Our interooptina planes obot dolO'I t110 (probab\7 three) or tba reidora; 

n 1oet ho tiW>tera. 

!!A.S'lllR!! Ff!lNT 

Strons 08.-n attacks south of ron1 and I)Ortb'oest of Broc17 .ado 

.... provu• durin& 15 April. 1bo Sonata captured !llrnopo1 altboudl 

IIOSt Of tho Oo,_, prrison escaped , llortb O[ Tiraapol, Red unite 11-ined 

a br1dpblad on tba w at bank of the Doaetr. In the CrlMa, the SoYiat 

dr1n roacbod to within seven ailaa ot Sovutopo1. 



TIAR llEPAJmlENT 

DAlLY OP!!lATIONAL SU::~A!tf 

llo . 657 

0700 April lL to 0700 April l$, l9LL 

COPY :OR -- --
Tll£ I'I!!IT!:: !!OL"SE -----



tltfTRAL EUROP! 
~ ,. . - . -

~--- -

. . 



WES'I'ERN IUliJSPHERE 

DEOLASSI7!Q 
OSD Lotter, 6-S-72 

'Ihr9e Navy planes Which caused !iree and e4lht largo explosions in 

booobing Paramuohiro early on lh Aprll (Target tiole), were followed by 

a aieoion of three 8-2b ' s which attacked that target and llato\l'l'a and 

Shasukotan 8B well. The next day, three 8-2L•o again bombed Shaoukotan . 

EUROPEAN THEAl'ER 

l. Later claims !or our aisoion ot S63 escorted heavy boonbero o! 

the 8th All Force against Sch""in!nrt, J.ugsburg, and other targets on 

13 Aprll raise the total or ane.ey planes destroyed to 101 (probably 132). 

That day nearly 300 9th Air Force medium, l4lht and f4lhter bombers 

carried out strong attacks against gun positions at Nieuport and Le Havre, 

the Chievroe airdrome, the NIIJ!IUr railway yards and other installations . 

2 . Small- scale enemy rsids were 111ade over England on the n4lhts 

or 12-13 and 13-lh Aprll, rive or six planes penetrating to London in 

eacn case . On the latter night, in the course or nonul RAF harassing 

missions, 21 Mosquitoes bombed Berlin . During the intervening day, RAF 

bomber and fignter missions attacked cross-channel military targets 

including gun positions at Oieppe . 

3 . Our llilitary Attaches reported the landing of nine US heavy 

booobers in Sweden on U Aprll and o! lJ in Switzerland two ds.J'O later. 
,, 

b . During tho week ending 9 J.prll, OS air units in the Ult destroyed 

27L (probably 266) eoelll;)' planes in tho air and on the ground for a loss 

o! 66 heavy bombers and L6 fighters . Corresponding t'igures for the 

R.lF aro !our ene.ey planes destroyed and a loss of 23 aircraft . The 

- 1 -
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D%CLAurrm 
O!D Lo t ter, b-~ -12 

-' • operat1<111o incluc»d two aajor US bcaber aiasi<1110 error Gel"a&tt)' md 

an 1aportant !!D>tor aiooi<lll agalnot Genoan ~o; HAl' operations 

"" ainor. 

1 . During the n:lsl>t of 12-l.J April, 22 l'elli.ngtona and ll B-24 ' • 

ainod the Donu'oe River) 60 other llelli.ngtons b<la:bed tho reilroad ;yarde 

and an oil refineTT at Bodapeat. Durin& the next ~, 'Ohile he& 'f)' bOIIbero 

were atteclc:in& targets in the Bodapeat area and in YUioslavia, •di•, 
l:lsl>t and fiSl>ter 'oootbera continued their operations againat !actoriea 

and rail lines in central and weat.ern Itely, and their raide elo,. the 

Do.a&tian Coast . llinor ahippW atrilces were reported by Ulied air 

unita in the Aegean. 

2. Only patrol and artillery activity were reportod fr0111 the battle­

tronta in Italy on 14 April, tho enooo.Y ohellin& Ortone harbor with 

Italian 21 ca . howitzers • 

.ASIAriC 1'!IEltEI! 

1 . IJurl.u& the ni&ht o! 11-12 April, nine llelli.ngt.ooa heevil7 bcabed 

the Pep railroad ;yarde . !he nut nJ.aht 12 B-24•a ~d the rail-..;, 

atation, jetty aru, and rice aUla at llouluin, atartad !iraa 1n ·~ 

quertera at Nagorn Sawarn, and raic»d Pr011e. <kl tho 12th and l)th Allied 

tiahtera and fillhtor bOIIbera d.lllaged t ruclco 1n weotorn aur.a and aupportod 

ground oper ations both there and in the north . In central and western 

Buru, br idges, rolling atoclc and river craft were daagedJ the oil otcrage 

- 2 -
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DY.CLASSIJID 
t r Lottor, 6-S-?2 

areas at Chauk and llape •re aet afire. 

2 . P-40 ° s of the 14th Air Force rdded the Fbu Tho and Oia W. 

airtiolde on 12 .lpril; !'ull details were not reported. 

PACIFIC AJal SOUTIIIIEST PACIFIC 'IHEAtl!Jm 

l. Au..tral.ian torcoe in the llintjioo Val.l.01y O<:eupied the coaatal 

village of BogadjiJD during 13 April; abandoned enllii\Y motor transportation 

and engineer equipment was found in the area. Our patrols reached the 

Gori River to the north . 

On the night of 12 April and tho following ~ o 69 bombers of 

the 5th Air Foree effectively attackod the Wakde and Wowak areas, hitting 

four s= positions and destroying two ammunition damps, one 1\ael dul!p 

and &J buildings at Dagua . OtheT mieoions, totalling 47 Allied airplanes, 

ranged the northeastern coast of New Guinea from .Uexiabafen to Tadji, 

machine-gunning and bombing villages and destl"'yina barges . A single 

lla>y Liberat o,. allot down a Japanose bootbST 280 miles southeast of Pilau. 

2 . On 12 April, 211 A.no)' and Navy planes suceess.fully attacked 

the Rabaul area of New Britain and Tonolei baTbor and othoT paints in 

the Bougainville area. 

Japanese shell fire claaaged plenos and destro:red &JO barrels 

o! gasoline in the Pba area during 13 April; heavy eounterbatt.lry tiro 

""" laid on the suspected ODt!IIIY s= positions. 

J. '!'he lot Filipino Regiment is now enronte .rro. the US to the 

South Paoitio A.roa, llheTe it will eerve until eueb tiooe aa it ie cal.l.ed 

toT b;r the Southwest Pacific Area • ..... --- ---
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&ASTIRII FOOIIT 

-ll!!llLASBIYID 
~ED Lotter, b-S-72 

The Soviet foroee continued to advance rapidly in the Cr~ during 

llo .lpril . rho Red Anlt!f is now 20 milo• from S.vaetopol and has roached 

tho cout at lluohta. there """ little chango olaewboro on the eastern 

front, 
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Early on lJ .lprU (Target tl.mo) four llavy a>ed1um bombers again 

attacked targets on Paruua!U.ro and Shumushu starting tires in both pl&ees . 

Ant!.&ircraft was do scribed as 10eager and inaccurate . Three B-24 1 s of the 

ll th J.1r Force bombed and photographed the islands o! llatsuwa and 

ShaiOUkotan, south o! Paremua!U.ro, lri.thout opposition . All planes returned. 

WROP!Wl Tli!J.rER 

During tbe night of ll-12 AprU, JJO heavy bombers of the RAP attacked 

Aachen dropping 2,065 tons of h:l;!h explosives and incend1ar1es in a con­

centrated attack. Sl:l;!ht eneey f:l;!htcr activity WllS reported, mainly on 

the return trip; nine b0111bera are aiasing . In addition J6 llosquito 

bombers dropped SO tons of bombs on l!annover whUe others made harassing 

raido elsewhere . 

the next ~ 6th .Air Force formations were forced to abandon planned 

missions against enGI!lY air inetallations in central Germany because of 

weather which precluded fO,..,atiOn nying • J. ring Of B-24 I 8 which had 

crossed the German border before turning back was aggressively attacked 

by JO to 40 ODGI!lY aircratt and ou.r escorting fighters encountered a total 

of 190 enemy planee; 27 (probably JJ) ""GillY planes were destroyed for a 

loss of au hea-.y bootbere and five fighters. 

llodilllll, l:l;!ht and fighter b010bera of the 9th .Air Fo.rce attacked 

targets in France and Belgium lri.tb fair to good reaul ta; 107 B-26• s 

dropped 212 tons on a railroad batt&;' at Dunkirk end 124 B-261 a bit 

French and Belgion airdrc10ea, railroad yardo and ec..unieation !acUities, 

- l -
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and other planes attacked military 1natallat1one . One B-26 " "" lost to 

antiaircraft fire . 

During the day 13 April, bea"Y boolbers of the 6th Air Porce attacked 

the ball~bearing plant at &:ltwein!\trt, aircraft component and assembl;r 

plants at Oberpfaffenhofen and Augsburg, aa well as the airpar!< at LecbfaJ.d. 

Tlte fighter escort was estimated as 1 , 100 planes . Results were rated 

fair to excellent. 

ProliJninar;r roporte assess our losses at 37 heavy bolllber& with nine 

fighters missing. Claima are h2 (probably $0) eneao;y planes destroyed 

in the air and 33 ( probabl;r 35) on the ground, 

1. In addition to the heavy bomber missions against targets in Austri a 

and :tugoeJ.avia on 12 April, planea of the Tactieel .ur Foree made w1detlJl1"e&d 

attacks on railroad bridges in central and western Italy, and ports and 

shipping on tbe Adriat ic coast. The Coastal Air force struck at railroad 

bridges in cantral Italy, islands off the Dalmatian coast, escorted medi\1111 

bombers, and new defensive patrols . 

Approximately 59 enemy fighters and fighter bombers operated 

over the .lnzio beachhead and port areas du.ring the evening; a few bombs 

were dropped but no damage was reported. 

On 13 4prll, 538 heavy bombers of the l,)th Air Force, eocortad 

by 20$ fighters 1 dropped 979 tons of bombs on airc.raft factories and an 

airdrome near Budapest and 97 tons on the Brod railroad yards. Scote 200 

sneao;y plan"" were encountered, ot which Sl (probably 73) were ehot down 

for a lose of 16 of our bombers and three fighters . 

- 2 -...-
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U:LASOIPIIll 
DSD Lotter, &-1-71 

2 . Ground activity !or tile period endinc at noon on 1) Arril • a• 

limit<od to nrtillory and patrol action • 

.LSIATIC THX.lTI!R 

1. On tile niaht o! 10- 11 April tOIU' B-2h•a ained tile aout.b o! tile 

'!'&Toy Rl.nr . S.nn Wellincto,. boebed tho 1"-p railwa,y station and e 

dmop at Taunpp. The tollowill& da;jt, Tactical aircraft eootinuod their 

support or around oparat.iooa in Burll4 and their raide on enenr.y linoa o! 

c01Pmun1cat1on . 

2. On 12 AprU fi&btin& wu reported eipt ailes nortbeaat ot 

Iapbal.J tile Britiah rit.hcll'ew b-. ll""'abi&•· A Japanese !orca, ati.Mpt­

in& to out!lanlc Allied positicma on the Tidd.la !load )) aUea south ot 

Iapb&l, waa repulsed with heavy caaueltiee . In t!te Xoltiee area, tiahtin& 

continued tor poseooaion o! the town . Brit1ah troops, mo~ trom Dilnapur, 

attacked tho oneoo- road block two llilu northwest of Kobl.ma . Additional 

road bloclta have been estebliabod by tile Japanese on tho aain road !be 

end eil;ht .u .. nortllweot o! ICobiaa. 

PACIPIC AH1l SOUTHIIIST PACIFIC 'I'Rl!AT!l!S 

1 . J'ak leland io reported clear o! tho e:>eay. In tho ll&idor area 

of !lew Ouinea, p<1trols found lOb eneay dead at Bullbu on 12 J.prU. 

'l'wo hundred end eleYOD heavy, aodium and lial>t boebera attacked 

t.araets el""' the coast o! !low Ouinoa b-. llollandia to larl<ar Ialand, 

a&nll: a 2,000-ton ftaael Md set tiN to lOTan oaell craft, •IIPP17 dloopa 

&tid air inatallationa. llollaDdia &tid Bo&ie .,.,.. the prinoipal t.araota, 

- ) -
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3D Lotter, ft-S-7~ 

the !ormer receiving 24) tons of bombs; eiaht of 23 i ntercepting en~ 

£1ahtors were shot dawn tor a loss or ono B-24 . 

2 . South Pacific planoa continued to baraes target• in tho Rabaul 

area on 11 ~pr11, 2L B-2S•o clearing an area 1,200 by LOO loot and leaving 

~-loot cratoro in the Rataval supply a.rea. Forty-one Navy planeo ouc-

cesoful.ly baabed tbe airfield at Kav1eng . ~htero and £1abter bQibers 

struck at gun positions and supply ar888 in Boug&inville . 

J . lllemento from our Torokina beachheed force gained contact 'With 

an onf311Y group of about. a c01npany in tho upper Torokina erea on 12 AprU. 

Considerable enemy activity -.u reported north or the Saua River. 

L. During 11 ~prU ( Ta:t'8et time) Central Pacific planes dropped !57 

t ons o! baabs on ODOII\Y installations at Tt-uk and a total or 37 tone on 

ta:t'8ets on Ponape, Taroa., Jaluit and llille. llarine aircratt 11achine-

gunned and dive-baabod WotJo . The next da.y Navy and Werine planes hit 

gun positions and ~· on Wotje and B-2!5•s baabed Jaluit and Taroa 

with 12 tons each. 

EASTERN FRONT 

On the esatern front, Ool'I!Wl units continued to counterattack Tarnopol 

during 13 J.prU. Soviet forces scored new g&ins 1n tbe Crimea during tho 

da.y and now control approxiJIIately three- fourths ot the peninsula, Advance 

oleDiento of the Red .l.nnioe are r eported to be within JS 01Ues of Sevastopol . 
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.ln 11th Ail' P'orco &-24 lxlmbed and photographed llateuwa during 11 

April, eeeurina nluable infonoation on an en~ airfield thoro . NaT)' 

-... att.acked Japaneaa inatallat.iona on Parauahiro and ShioNahu . 

1. !'ranch and llalgian yar<la were the ujor targets for the AAP' on 

tho night of 10-11 April. . Aolnoye n o hit by 620 tons Irons 1.)0 heavy 

booobera and lloaquitnes, 1~3 others drcppod 6)2 tons on Laon, two Ionu­

tiona tot.allin& 149 planes booobed Tersnier with 106 tone, and the :yarda 

at Ohent rocobod 674 tons lr<ll m aircraft . l'relia1n&r7 reporta frQa 

a ai .. ion or 180 beanos dispatched to boab 'l'oura indicate tb&t tho att.ack 

was not concentrated. &igltteen bollbara dl'Cppad 66 tons on the Saint err 

Signal Depot noar Paria . A total of 19 planes failed to rotum tro. tho 

above •iaaiona> heavy enOIII)' fighter opposition was roported at Aulnoye 

and Tergniar and lea a at Laon. 

2 . AddUiCiftal I"'porta cofllrinc the 8th Ail' P'orce att.acka on •­

aircrott plant.a durinc 11 April. indica!.& tb&t. 64 baa'f)' boabara and 16 

fighters were loot. We destroyed 12~ (probab:b' 224) on111Q' planes in the 

air and 64 (probably 71) on tho ground . 

9th Ail' Force aiooiona that day included att.aclto by SOO medilD, 

light &rld fi&lll.ar boabara acatnat the Charleroi railroad yarda, tho air-

tielda at. 0 .. 1 and Cbio""•• ..,d oth .. r t.arcota in northern Prance. Laaaaa 

for theae operaUona wre thJ"'e &-26• a and thi"'e tiglttera . 
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Letter, ~-&-'12 

1. lW' Wallingtona attacked Port San Stefano and Piombino with 

93 tons of bombs durin;! tho ni8ht. of lO-ll Aprll . Twenty--two enOJIIY planes 

attacked tbe anchorage at Antic but damaged no ehippillg; four of the 

raiders were &hot down . The next day l47 Allied medi\101 and 118ht bombers 

attacked railroad !acUities at Vontalto di Caetro, Siena, Ancona and 

Fabriano, and scored direct hits on a bridge in the Soriano area . Allied 

!igbters r aided enemy &hipping , rallway linea and bridges, and targets 

in the battl e areas . ~in;! tho l ,llJ.6 sorties nown .... lost two fil!bters 

and &hot down one (probably throe) enem,y planes . 

2 . Durin;! l2 AprU, 15th Air Forca B-l7 1s and B- 24•s dropped a total 

of 1 , )47 tons of boiObs on tbe enOJIIY aircraft companont and assembly factor i es 

at Fiscbamend, Wiener Neustadt and Bad Voslau, the airfield and rallroad 

yards at Zagreb, and a c ... ent factory at Split . Incomplete reparte indicate 

that a total of &:J to 150 en8JI\Y planes were encountered of which 26 (pr obabl y 

)2) were shot down !or a loes of 12 bOIDbers and two !'igbters. That nil!ht 

medillnl bombers attacked Budape~rt with good results. 

) . No impartant changes were reported on the It~ fronts !or 

the 24- bour period ending at noon 12 Apr U . In the Adriatic eoctor thoro 

was some ertlllery activity on each side, some enemy &hells falling in 

Ortona . Two enemy attacks against houses in Arielli118re dilrpersed. 

ASLU'IO Tl!EAT&R 

1 . Durin;! the peri od 8-10 Aprll, in.clueive, US and Britiah strategic 

torce aircraft bombed .upply dumps at Rangoon, railroad installations at 

- 2 -
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llandalf.7 and lloulaein, and laid •in .. 1n the vicinity or Mqwe and 

llan&kolc . Tactical force planes aupported ground operaUona and attacked 

Dn""')' lin .. or c<lllllnlllication. 

Troop carriers during 7, 8 and 9 AprU transported ),$16..., 

and 1 , 06) tone or ouppll.es and rracuated 81, C&SUSJ.tils . 

2. '!be lluclctu&rtsrs or the Sup.- CCJB&nder, Soutbeut .4.&11, wtll 

close at Delhi and open at !Candy (Coylon) at 0001 on 1!) AprU . A llldlJ. 

rear echelon 1e to l'8lllllin in Delhi. 

PACIP'IC AliD SOUT!lD:iT PACIP'IC TIIKA.'I'ERS 

1 . Durin~ U AprU, u-.tta or our lat Cenlry Dbuioa lan&od 

on UlWl&U leland (ott Pale Island), encountering ao oppoaUion . llopping 

up operation a continued i n the AQiiral tiea . Australian troops occupied 

additional en~ positions in tho llintj!. Valley. 

!llrran RA.AF planes baruaed en.,- installat1ona on Pak Ioland 

on 10 AprU. '!be nan df.1 SJ B-2u'a l>aobed the Ransa Bl.1 area, hitting 

two gun poaU1ona and destroying aneral ~>&rsea . Tb1rt7...,1x 1~20•• and 

u6 B-2!)'a hit the Wenk-Bo,_ area, otarting fllal fires and &ost.rc>Tinl 

one airer&lt on tho ground. 'l'nlve other aed1= bombers raided K&rkar 

Ioland. Two Dutch B-2!) •s boolbed Pen.toe1 (Tlmo.r) during ths day . 

2 . Durina 10 April, 22 South Poci.tic B-2$' a attacked the .Rateval 

nppi,. area, uu fi&bter l>aobers dropped 18 tone oc Tober&, and M•an 

Mdlua boolbera C>OOtinuld haraaaiJII raido on the air!Uldo at .Rabeul. 

N•¥.Y lichtere &ootroyad build1n&a in the Tal111 Bl.1 area . Sixtean d1-.. 

-) -
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OSD Letter, 0-1-71 

Md torpedo boabera bit 1natall.4Uons near Laaoul Bot.r &nd S8 a ddit ional 

Navy bomber• hit Vunapope . 

) , Durin& 9 April, Centrol Paoitic aircraft continued to attack 

targota in the llaraballs and Carolinaa . P'irea were atarled on the north 

wbart at Jaluit and oo the """"a.Y area at II.Ulo; lS tons or -· .. ,.. 

dropped on tha t'WIW'I,Jll and anUaircratt. poeitiona at Wotje . Both t.be 

old and new airfield at Ponape were bombed; at 'l'aroa near~ 20 t ona were 

dropped on hD.naara, barracka, and gun poaitiona . 

Action centered in the CriMa dur1na 12 J.pril, the So•ieta adYanc1ng 

to Yithin l&S .Uea o! SeYastopol; exoept tor Feodosiya the Kerch Peninnla 

haa been claared or Oeman for ces . 
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Two lith Air Force B-21. ' s bolo bed and photographed llatsuwa, in 

the Kurilea, on 10 April . 

EUROPFAN THEATER 

1. During the attacks against enemy aircra.ft production !acUities 

and airdromes in '119stem bllrope on 10 April in which 643 OS heavy b0<1bers 

and 496 fighters participated, only ..,ak air oppesition and moderate 

antia1rcra!t fire .ere encountered. or 6I (probably 62) enemy aircra!t 

claimed as destroyed all but lS (probably 16) were on the ground . 

9th Air Force missions that day included attacks on coaatal 

battery installations near Le Havre with :,07 tons, on the llamur, Belgilllll, 

railroad yards with 241 tono, and on other targets throughout northern 

Franca. Two >\-20's were lost and five (probably six) en""'Y planes shot 

d<>wn. 

2 . Nine hundred and forty-oeven heavy bombers o! the Bth Air Force, 

escorted by an estimated 944 !ightel"s, ...,,.. airbome on 11 April to hit 

airplane components and aas•bly plants in Germany and Poland . IncCIIlpleta 

reperts indicate that snveral primary targets- fighter assembly plants 

at Sorau, Osoborsleben and Bemburg-ere attacked with !air to excellent 

results, and that our plo>nes also bombed an aaro-engino factory and the 

synthetic oil plant at Politz. Thirteen B-24 1 8 and lS fighters sro •1•­
aing; 30 en""'Y planea were destroyed. 

- 1 -
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OSD Letter, 6-S-73 

1. Continued bad weather kept strategic baoubers at their bases 

during tbe rdiht of 9-10 AprU and the follcnrin<! dq. llediUIII bombers 

of tho Tactical Air Force scored bits on bridges near Orvieto, Arezzo, 

Attigl.iano, and Posgibonsi. Figntar bo01bers on &nned reconnaissance 

~Dies ions a.o Car north ae Florence attacked railwa;y lines, barracks, and 

bridges. Other Allied planes attacked inst&llations along the rail 

linoe of both Ital.1an coasts, bit S~>pply dUIIIpe, aun emplace,.,nts, and 

othor targets in the battle area . 

Only two snOII\Y aircraft were reported over the battle area 

during dq 11gbt hours . 

2. There was no major ground activity in Italy durin£ the 2la-hour 

period onding at noon on ll AprU. Two en"""Y parties attempting to 

cross the llolotta River on the left n.ro: of our beachhead were engaged 

with heavy mortar fire; a llmal.l Geman •ttack to the east wae also 

repulsed. 

ASIATIC TH!'.Ar&R / 

'lbree B-2S•s of the ll.tb Air Force attacked r&Urcad equipot~ont 

and two bridges between Vioh and Pbu Dion Chau, French Indo-<:bina, 

during 10 J.prU, destroying buUdings, railrcad track,, a loc001otin 

and tender, and slightly dauog1ng the two bridges . Our fighters baltbed 

tbe Burma Road north and oouth of Wanling scoring direct bits which 
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rill neceeoit.t. coneide:rllble reJ)aire before the road can aaain be 

ueed. All our planea returned . 

PI.CII'IO AHD SOUTI!If!ST PACIFIC Tll!A~ 

1. lloppq up operetiCila contimlod in the Aaoirali;J Ialande on 

10 April . In Xn Britain our patrola Jl'lSbed to Linclenb&ten witllout 

rainlt>& cont.ct with the en...,. In Hew Ouinea Auatralian !orcoe closed 

in on Boradjie reacbing a point one lllile oouthweat or the t01m, and 

••ptur1ns ene.y positions •eat or Bau-Ak. 

llurinl! the night o! 9 April • patrol lxlmber scored one hit 

and ....,oral near aiases on a 9 ,ooo-ton tret&hter- trensport and near 

aiaaea on o 2,000-tOn !J'e1&htar near l'oleai Island. The next. dq, 

61 B-2h • 1 pounded bar, Hubie, end lT.li&an with 227 tons ot -be while 

coverina tho withdrual or a li&h t naval force which had euocesatull;r 

bombarded tho Hanna Boy-Kadana aro&J ono B-2h was lost. 

2. Durin& tho nt&ht of 9-10 April and the tollOYlt>& dq South 

Paci!ic aiJw'al't contimled their Jl'lftiehina reida qainet eoeog. 1natal-

1at1ona 1D the Rabeul area; ......, .. diua bc.bere baruaed the town 

proper, 2) 8-2S•e acored 6S bite on the Lakunai ~. 128 !Ia")' 

bombers att.ckod Rapopo and Vunakanau and S.3 fi&hter b<*bers raided 

Vunapope and Ra!UIII . .l.oriel photos ohow the Vunak&nau airdrolre to be 

the only Biaarck field ael'Vioeable . 

On 9 and 10 lpril patrol• tr.. our Torddna beacbh11d probed 

north t.o the ID.1reio JliaeiCil and t.o the Yioinit;r o! Tororo, on the lllaa 

- .3 -
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HUII4 trail, without encountering the oneii!,Y. Patrols discovered much 

abandoned equipment near tho headwaters ot tho Torokina River. l!lnOII!,Y 

artUlery dauged plene. on our Pivu otrip before being sUonced by 

counterbettery !ireo . A reconnai ssance party landed on Nu{!uria, fiJ 

Eall.ee north ot Green Ial and; no Japaneae were fotmd by our force . 

EAS1'ERN FII)NT 

During 11 .lprU the Gel:llllln$ oueceedod in relieving their encircled 

forces near Skala . To tho southeaet SoTiet uni ts reached Tirespol and q 

reduced the enemy brid&ehead north o! the city. 

In the Crlmea, Red A.rii!,Y units captured Dzhankoi, tb.e lcey railroad 

centar of tho peninsula, and Kerch, advancing 13 sUes farther •est . 
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1 . Late reports on the 8th Air Foree od.aeions over Oerm.&l"l,)' on 

9 April list Jl bombers and tan fighters as lost; 6J (p.robebly 78) 

enOIIIY planes nre shot down and 19 {probab1y 20) were destroyed on the 

ground. 

2 . That night the R.lP n ..... three major misaiona . Two bundrsd and 

twenty- six baabera dropped 1,260 tons on the Lilla railroad yards; 210 

others bit the Villeneuve railroad yards near Paris with 916 tons and 

103 laid 4.39 aea lllincs in the Gul! o! Danzig; nine Lancaatere are missing 

from the last •isaion. lloequitoes continued their harassing operations 

using two-ton bombs . 

J . &carted heavy bombers of the 8th Air Force continued t heir otren-

sive against German Air Force production facilities and airdromes during 

10 April when aircraft plants at Evers, Vilvoorde, Charleroi and Bourges 

and an airdrome at llelsbroek ...,re bombed wi tb fair to excellent results . 

Pralilllinery reports list three heavy boll beN and 12 fighters as missing . 

1 . Doring the night of B-9 April three B-24 's and 14 Wallington 

bombers laid llines 1n the Danube River downstream from Belgrade; one 

Wallington Yas loot to antiaircraft fire . On tho following day strategic 

missions were cancelled end all other llissiona were hampered by the 

weather. ll<mtver, eome 250 light baabers and fighters attacksd targets 

- l -
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,..r be, 1D the bai.IJ.e areaa, and alona tbe Dol.at1an c:oan. TQnt7-

ho eDeJQ' aort.1Ato ware reported durin& this P' r1oc1 . 

2 . A 111Dor ena~~r a I. tack 1n tho center of tlul trans-Ital1.t.n l.1ne 

dur:Lnc tlul nil#>t or 9-10 April ne repulsed . Patrol and artillorr 

activity continued, tbo ORIII\Y ehellln& our J.nzio anchoraao durina both 

8 and 9 April. 

J . on 9 April, o1x esear ted s-26 • • beoed 1D tbe lll.ddle Eae1. dropped 

bcabs 1D the Rhodes harbor area. 

&SIA'I'IC 'J!!F.Uilll 

1. Latest reports oteta thai. Chinese troopa 1n tha IIOPUDII Valle7 

bave ad.anced to position.o ni.De Idles eouUlnst of SbadU&up. J.n '""10' 
party wbicll bad in!iltrated 1.ha olooe de!enses o! l!:ohilaa was wl.pod out . 

2 . In an additional adooion on ? .t.prll, four P-40 ' • of the l4Ul 

Air Force on a - ...,.op or t lfll.ipbon& bo.-bed a group ot 100 ••ll •oaaole 

and sank tour. on tho nilbt or 8-? April, ten 11-24'• b<abad the a1rdro• 

and instellotions at Sua 8l;f and .aiDed M~rbr waters. On the followinc 

da7 two B-25' a cc.pletal7 dootro,od a 200-!oot tanker ott B.Uaon X.lend 

and, on their reto.m, abot dO'CI fov (probabl.7 aenn) i.Dtarcopl.iac ,.,._,. 

tigbtera . 

J . General llalotr roportl tlult ao of 1800, 8 April, 6) or tho 64 

troop carr1ar aircraft ordorod troa b1a theater !or tuporarr duty 1n 

baYO arrind at larachi, and the lest oae wae en rollta thoro . 
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DICLASSIII'ID 
OSD Lett•r , &-S-72 

!.. General. StratolllO)Ier raporta that tlte Headquarters and Headquarter• 

Squadron, J..:nq .lir Foreee, India-Ghina Sector, and tlto Headquarters and 

Headquarters Squadron of tlto China-Burma-India .u.r Serv'ica Ca.and, to-

gather with the Headquarters of certain service echelons, will eloae 

station at llow llel.hi at noon, Indian Standard Ti.ooa, 1!) AprU l9!.U, and 

will open at tlte aame time at Riehra, calcutta. 

PACIFIC AIID SOUTIIIIEST PACIFIC T!IE&Til!IS 

1. OUr troop• in the Acbiraltieo 11ade an unopposed landing on 

Pal< l eland during 9 April . othor cavalry patrol• wore activo on Rambutyo 

and IIAnu:s Islands . Twenty R.Ul' P-40 • s supported ground operati ons on the 

lattar island by dive- bombing raids and machine- gun attacks . r Tho major -

portion of ' """ Britain is under our c'ontrol; tho en911\Y is in full retreat 

toward the Gazelle Pen:l.neul~ Ria installati ons a t Cape Hoskins and 

Gasmata have been abandoned. In the ~intjtm Valley Australian patrols 

contacted Japanese troops one mile south ot Kal~ 

Two miss ions totaling 12 B-24•• and 63 A-2C•s , reapecti vely, 

attacked installations in tlte Wewak area; 4l B-2L • s silenced 13 heavy 

guns and caused large explosions at Hub'ia and !>S B-2S•s auccosstully hit 

targets near 'l'adji. Other lll8ditaD bomber and tighter missions at tacked 

&hipping otf the northeast Hew Guinea coast and bridgoo near B<>sia and 

Bunabun. .lirfielda and barracks in Ti.ooor nro hit by Allied 11issiono on 

tlte night# of 6 and 9 AprU. 

2 . An aggregate bomb l oad of $1990 tons was dropped by airerott of 

- 3 -
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0SD Lotter, ~-S-73 

the Sth Air Force on """lilY t.argete during March. Enaiii,Y shipping losses 

tor tho month were placed at 18,100 (probably )J,JSO) tone . 

J , !luring 8 April, 24 South Pacitic modi\1111 b0111bers attscked Lakunai 

scoring )0 bits on t.ho runwtcy and otbora in the revetment aroaa . Ftlty­

ooven Navy bombers and 55 fighter bombers attacked other targets in the 

Jlabaul araa causing e.xplosions and firea and knocking out threo gun 

positions . 'lhlrty-thrve Aney and Navy planes raided enemy positione, 

foot bridges, and bivouac a.....ao opposite the Torokine perimeter and else­

where in Bougainville. 

~ 9 April the coast east of the Torokina River mouth had 

been cloarod and occupied as !a:r east as llavavie. Our unit s operated 

against small isolated &OGII\Y pockets opposite tho perilleter of tho 

• 
beachhead. Aj)grossive patrolling continuos . Since 8 II arch a total of 

5,)70 Japanesa dsad have been counted in this area. 

The 25th Infantry Regiment arrived at the Torokina beachhead 

on 28 llarcl:o and has alroad;y been in action . 

4. Minot.r-si.x Central Pacific l.rnly and Navy plane a continued 

their strikes against enemy installationa at Ponapo $lld in the llarshall 

Iolande during 9 April with some SO tons of e.xplosivea $lld incendiaries . 

Twel ve B-24•s attacked Dublon town wharf and the tuol storage 

area with 12 tone of bombs . Single B-24• • dropped threo tone each on 

tbe lloen airstrip, Oroluk, Ponape, and the radio station area on UJelang. 

5. Directives have been iaaued for the movement of the Slat Inf&mtr,r 
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Oividon (llajor General Pau1 J . lluellor) !ro11 C""'p Beale, Call.tornia, 

to tho 8an Francuco Port ot tlobarkation for shipment to the Central 

Pacific Area. 

EASTERN F!IJNT 

Soviet torces advanced about ten miloo south of Cornauti on 10 

.lpril and crossed tho Seret River • •et of Jassy. '!'be Germans, having 

evacuated Odasea, are now rlthdraYiiig to Akl<onaan. In the Crimea, tho 

Bad .u..y has broken Gel"IIUUl do!onaes on the Parokop Isthmue and advMced 

sout heast about 2S miles; it haa established a bridgehead about eight 

miles doop acroos tbe S1Yaeh . 
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1. On 8 April 198 ll-26'• of the 9th Ur Force ba.bed tho Ha-lt 

r&Urood yard and the Cox1dl aiJ'<Iralte wit.h sood results and without 

reported &n""'' air reaotion . One hundred and el.sl>ty- soYen P-b7•o dive-

bo.bed tho latter target and ,..ch1ne•IIW'J10d target s of opportunity 1n 

!'ranee. The IW' carried out ooino.r ooiooi ooa 1n northern Franco and 1n 

the Brunowick area; that nisl>t llooquitooo hit Easen with SO tono of 

exploei...,s, inc1ttd1ng l S two-t.on bo.be, and raidld other taraoto. 

Lateot available intolW&UOJI &1••• the toll of - pl&Mo 

tor our heavy -.,. and aupportinc ooiaoi OJia that c!o.y aa 19S (pro"-1>17 

221 . ) 

2 . 8th Ur Force operatiOJio over the ContinMt on 9 J.prll wore 

directed against German J.1r force production !ac111t1ea and atationa 1n 

OOI"D!Bl"\Y and Poland , llino hundred and twenty-tour heavy bombero, oacortod 

by an eati.llated 677 ~htoro, wore airborne for tho llliodon . 

11h1lo a1x ccabat wine• wore unable to ua•blo for the attack 

becauae ot ..,ather, oisl>t ocabat wine• Ollcceodld in bolll>ina tho fichtar 

u.-bly plant at Qd:yn1&, a o.....,. Ur Foree otatioo at llarienbw-1 , an 

air 1notallat10Q at ?utow, and fichtor plant. at Warn-=dl and PoiOD 

with pruoral.l7 &ood re&ulta . ~reports 11at .3la of our bcabero 

u loet; our tisl>tero c1&1a 39 (probably 41) - planeo u dlatroyed. 

1. Eleven Wollin&ton b<abere etruolc at Hilceio with 10od rosulto 

on 8 J.prU. Tactical aircraft attackad tranaportation tacllitieo in 

-1--
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central Italy and shipping o!f the Iugoalav and weott Italian coastsJ one 

railwa,y br:ldfle was deetroyed and a direct b:l.t scored on anothor east of 

Raoe . Three bergoo wore set afire oU Uljan . In all, 999 sorties were 

.O.own by our aircraft in this area. 

On the """'" day, Allied planes based in the lliddle East a cored 

a direct b:l.t on a f'ual dump at m,odos and sank a 100- ton caiqua in the 

Oulf or LaconiA. 

2 . Ground action on the Itlllian fronts up to noon on 9 April wao 

limited to patrolling and artillery duels, with no s:linllicant cban.ge 

in the situation. 

3 . Ct1111Ulat ive casualties on tho Italian mainland as or 7 Apr il 

were ae follows: 

llain Front 

us 
British 
l"rencb 
Itlllian 

Beachhead 

us 
British 

To tills 

K:UJ.ed 

5,518 
6,.54L 
2,178 

176 

2,177 
1,.348 

18,001 

Wounded llia•!!!i To tills 

18, 937 1 , 881 26,396 
27,172 6,819 40,535 

8,013 651 10,8L2 
366 442 984 

7,493 4.5n 14,241 
6,108 s.s:u 12, 967 

68,089 19,875 105,965 

~ r.: Ths Japanose suffered hoavy casualties in attack• southwest of 

Buthideuna during 8 April. 

/aritish rear guarde 1l'8l'8 in oontaot with ene,.y !orces 37 a:Uos 

south of Iaphal.. !lsnhere fl.ghting was reported a !ow lliles Ira. the 

- 2 -
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city. .ln on....,. force utab~iohod a road block between Xobilla and Dimapur . 

Japanese columna were converging on Pale~ tro. tho south and east . 

In the llogaung V1llley contact waa ..,do with the on~ near Ka~/ 

Oa, ~6 mllea east of Shacluzup. ~ 

2. IJurins tho nisbt or 6-7 April eight Wellingtons bombed tho rall-

road yarda at Baseoin and Henzada . Tac tical aircratt continued their 

widespread missions in 8Upport of ground operations and aeainst 808111)' 

c...,.unieations that night and cluring the 7th and 8th . 

J , IJurins 7 April, two B-241a on a sea sweep sank or badly damagod 

four vsesels of about 125' foot length . Fighters n ew coastal sweeps 1n 

southeastern Chins and bombed tho Chefann area (Yoatom Yunnan Province) . 

.ln anomy attack on tho Kwail1n area caused oUght daloase. Our air loso 

!or tho da,y • as two B-2$•s 10iasing and one B-24 and two P-uO•s which crash­

landed. 

The next da,y bad weather hampered all operations . !lo...,n B-24 ' a 

attacked Hanoi railroad yarda rlth 13 tons of boonba, two B-2$•s raided 

Weiohow Island, and six B-2$• s boon bed lu L1n Kao Bay (south tip of llainan 

Island) . .ln attack by eight fighter bonlhers at lranling on the l\mnan-Burma 

border .t'ired oil clumps . 'lbeno were a total of 25' b001ber and 20 fighter 

sorties for 8 April tro01 which six of our planes are a1sa1ng. Four &new' 

planes were destroyed. 

P.t.CIFIC .lliD 80\l'l'll'IBST PACIFIC TIIE.I.n:Rl 

1 . On 8 April, 40 Southwest Peoi!io B-24•• bollbed the Hollancl1a ....,a, 

- J -
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destroyed buildi.nlJs, started large tires and lart two lll1l8ll t:raightara 

burnina . EJ.3ht other B-2l. •a and 59 B-25' • attackod bhouao and supply 

area.s at But, Cape lloeoo, and the Bt-ancli Plantation, while .31. A-20 ' a 

ll&china-gunnad !!ansa ~ area.s . 

2. On 7 April large fo..,.,tions or .t.my meclium boonbers atld !13htero 

and Naval aircraft attacked tho Rabaul area, cau.sina l'i.rea, destroying 

builclings and damaging the Toboro l'W111l1Y· ~'1ghtera raided targets in 

t Bougainvilla. In Bougainville, c:b.lring the 7th and 8th, one patrol 

advanced to Oape lloltke without 11aking contact and another advanced 1, 700 

yards oa.st ot the Torokina River along the beach before rmoountoring 

preparod Japanese positi ons . 

) . .\no,y and Navy planos struck again on 8 April at enG~ey instal-

lations on Wotje, llille, Jal1Ut, llaloelap and Ponapa, causing fires and 

explosions . 

!ASTERN FllONT 

Rad .lrlq units checked the Gennan advance in the Narva area during 

9 April. To the south en~ !oroea 10aiotained strong pressure in their 

atte.pt to et!ect the relief of tho enciroled units near ltuleneta-Podolalc. 

Worthweat of Jaaai the Soviets oxtended their penetration t o the Seret 

M- MO ~' ~ •.U U.o r;;~~ :;::l;-'-' --!] 
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1. Bad weather 011 1 lprU groundad 8th and ~h Air Foree llisoions . 

en 8 AprU 681 boavy b<Dbero escorted b7 over !,DO t1ghtere '"'re airborne 

to attaolc production installations at Brunewiolc and tho Genoan Air Force 

stations at Oldenburg, Rheine, !Iandor!, Achmor and Q.lakenbrock. Pra-

11m1naey reports graded ballbing reauJ.to trao tair to eJ<cellent. Fighter 

ewepa also were made against airdraoos in the Frankfurt area . Gorman 

fighters concentrated againat our formations attacking llrullewick where 

intenae ant:!aireratt fire ...., also experienced . Inc001plete reports list 

92 en~ aircrart as destro,.ed in aar:!aJ. eaobat by Allied t1ghtero; .34 ./ 

o! our baobero and 25 t1ghters !aUed to return . 

2. Caobat cla:laa and losses o! our l!K-based Air Forces for the 

'"'"k ending 2 lprU list 71 (probabl7 88) en•y aircraft dastroyed in 

aer:!aJ. combat and 82 (probably 92) destro,.ed on the ground. IJS losses 

totalled 29 heavy bCIOibero and .30 t1ghter airerart . During thio oame 

period the Rl.F destro,.ed 17 (probably 18) on_,. airerart tor a loss of 

1.34 planee includins 116 heavy ballbere. Antiaircrart !ire aceounted tor 

three additional eDe~~~;y planes. 

1. In addition to tba heavy baober lliosiona reported ;yeaterds7, 

soTenty-two B-25'• mccesst'lllly attacked raUroad bridses in the 

'litarbo..()ertaldo area on 7 AprU; an equal nuaber ot 8-26 1 s attaolcod 

a bridge at Pontaooine and the aarohallina ;yerdo at Prato. Sevont;y-two 

- l-
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additional. lllied bOIIbers obtained exc.llent coverage in .:~ attack 

againot the TonU. electrical station. Light baobers and .tigbtero continued 

to a ttank en._y cCDII!Ull.ications in central Italy and along tbe Jle.1.aat1an 

Coast and targets behind the battlolines. 

Ckl tbe following day 5)3 ot our baa'Y)' baaben took oft t o 

attack aircraft raetorias in .l.uatria, but since all prill3l"J' and altar-

nata targets were tound to be obscursd by a t hick bazo our aircraft 

returned to tbsir baoes without dropping baaba . 

2. .l.ctirlty increaoed at the .l.naio beachhead dnring 8 .l.pril, with 

sharp patrol claeboa reported along tba central portion ot the perimetar. 

The enOIIJ' sent four r;;;;;ota-contt'ollecl tanka against the eaotarn race; 

three """" destroyed and one """ damaged. Eneao7 ohalla destroyed a 

gasoline suppl7 point and bit teo -unition dumps • 
.--

On the trans-Italian battl etront no aign1f1cant changes occnrred 

in our positions. 

ASI.I.TIC Tl!E.I.Tl!lR 

1 . During tbe night of 5-6 .l.pril, lllied heavy baobers made 

scattared raide OYer southern and centt'al Bu.noa, bitting IU;Jll;yo, llan~, 

Saga.ing and 'reungup . l'igbtar aircraft daaaged a pontm bridge at H..alln 

and attacked riftr cratt in tbe lloulaein *""*· 1'ba next day, six aediWI 

baabere baabed tracks and rolling stock in tbe Shwebo area and the 

tia;htar baabeNJ cmtinued attack& m the en._y linea of c~cation, 

81lpply inetalletione and £Uil poeitiona trao the .l.rel<an coast to tbe llaga 

Hill.s area . 

- 2 -
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2, PreT:toual:r unreported action b:r the 11th .ur Force on 6 

J.prU ineluded a B..ZS attack in u.nta-.orablo baabing Weather againot 

airdra.eo near Canton; two of the baabere are lllisoing , Six P-40• o 

cauaed extenai"" dama8• in a ~ attaelc againot a barrack• area 

soutlmlst o! Nancbaog in central China. On 7 J.prU one a! three B-2.$• a 

!aUed to ~turn !rom a eaa 11W8ep o""r the Gull' ot 'l'Oill!:kil>g during 

which two 200-!oet !reiglttera were slightly damaged and one intareeptil>g 

eneav plans probably deatro;rsd, 

• PACIFIC .lJO) SOOTIIIEST PJ.CIFIC TH&J.m&S 

1 . llop~ up operations continued on Ra:nbut;ro and llanus Island>! 

cturtnK 7 J.prU ; the total known en....,. dead is 2,!112 and on:I,y_Jloo &nell\Y 

ef!ectives are estimated to remain in this area. 

lledilDII baabera, supported b;r PT boats, boolbed and etra!ed Karl<ar 

Island gun poaitiOIUI and other installations, and deatro;rad two parked 

aircraft at the Boram airdr010e, Fighter aircraft on or.renoi'fe oweeps 

over the northeast llmr Guinea coast destroyed three aircraft at llegua, 

started .fires at lrmr&k, and hit antiaircraft pooitions at Bunabun. J. 

single eneav b<lo:ber dropped three b<aba tbl.t lcilled 16 and woondcd 34 

at Saidor. ro the west 22 B-24 • a made a damaging otrilce against Langgoer 

in the ICai Iolande; other IJ.l.iod lli""iono again !><abed uutem and 

l'enloei in Tillar. 

2. lkl 6 J.prU, ~blon at Trulc ...., the target !or 34 South PaoiCi c 

B-24' a which cmoed aaey Cireo and oxpl.ooiono with Sl tcno ot b<abo and 

incendioriea; one B-24 ...,. lost over tho target. t•lnm•1 and 't'al.Ui Ba,y 

- 3 -
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Dr.LAO>SI71D 

t D l ~ttor , &-8-?a 

1n the Rabaul area ,..,.. the principal tarsoto ot lll1ao1ora tot.llina 

2) B-25' o, S4 Ra>y bc.bera and Jla ti&btor aircratt . l"il!htor a1rcratt 

ht.reeaod targeta 1o flou&a1orllle. 

htrale trcol ..,r 'l1>rok1oa beachhe&d -de .tb.rther procreoo to 

the norlh, roach1oc a po1ot """" than a aile north ot Houao Xi&pe with-

cut ga1o1ng contact on 7 April. 

) . Twelve B-25'•• wh1eh dropped anr •111ht t01l4 ot bc.be on Taroe 

on 6 Apr11, ~ at ll&.)lro and h1t Jalldt with a total ot ll ~. 

• 'b.rpto on l'ctje ..,.,.. h1t by three a1aa1ona totoll1na 4b hoy bc.bera 

and fillhtoro . S1x B-251 a started a larga tiro at the now air strip on 

Ponape. On 7 AprU, ei&ht B-25 ' a attacked tho a1r1'1e1d and bewd.to 

plant 011 Ponape; 12 other B-25'• together with 24 lia.y planae bc.bod 

and -~ the -tar!'ront area at Jal.Ut and 26 lla.y bc.bara 

h1t l'otje . llaloolap received 2J tone or bc.be """"' air a1ea1ono total­

lin& 17 8- 25'• and 12 lla>y fi&hton. 

4. Tbe l'ar Departaent authoriaod tbo ancwnceaent or llajor Ooneral 
,/ 

John R. Hodge aa c-~ Genaral or the IIIV Corps, 1o the Central 

hc1t1c Area, eftocti'N 7 AprU, 19411. 

At llarTa Ger.an a ttacks caot~ed..to e•ks ali&M:..l1l:!'lro81 on 8 April. 

s ... t!.ut or Staa'el.., tho SaYieta poaotratod to tho Cwcboolonld&n / 

border. •ort'-eot or ~•117 tbe7 adn.noad to tho Serot R1nr 011 a so-n':/ 
mnt .. pturing Dorobo1 and Botoean1. 1'bo Red .lrllly pushed oloeor to 

Odeua trcol tho northeast and, 1o tho Criloea, renewed ita proolllro at tho 

Pvolrop Iat- and the Sinab crooain&•· ../ 

-h-



tlo. 650 

0700 Apri l 7 to 0700 April 8, 19UL 

COPY FOR 

THE \"fliDE HOUSE -----

-



J \ 

CENTRAL ITALY 
o s o 10 » •o M ao ro eo to 1100 

. , 
.... ... .. ,,... ,,.,., 
•• ....... tM• 

.. 



cti'NTRAL EUROPE 
I t . - .. ----



DECLAII!'YID 
Q&D Lo\\er , 6-S-71 

During 6 April the 9th Air Foret carried out dive-bombing mieeions 

'!here nre no e.n-.;y encount.era and no loa•u due t.o ~ aot1on . 

'!hat nicht )1 liAF lloequito bcabora attacked tho deck .,.... at 

llaaburJ with ucellant resul to. fourtaan additional pl&neo or the 

8$11:0 type carried out widespread haraaaing raids over Gonn&IIY . One 

plane ia aiaeing trom the Ham burs attack . 

1. DurJ.n& 6 l,pril, 19 B-2la•a attacked the zagreb eirdrcoooa with 

)2 toDo or trapentatiOD baabo. Jledi~a, 14bt, and tichtor boabero 

concentrated acaiDat railroad brid&•• and other installations throughout 

central I tal}' 1 42 Allied 111di11111 bombera atarted !ireo 1D bulldinga and 

the t~atoraer yard ot tho TerDi ~dro-e1ootrio station; JS o~1er B-2S•s 

bcabod the J;NCia ai.rdroM. Allied tightoro tlew otteDai ... a i uiona 

and patrola nor the battle areu and attackecl llhippil>g in tho Adriatic 

and tho II&Ajalllka ~ 1D 'fll&oala.U where 20 airora.rt were doatroyed 

on tho groUJid, ~ tbe 1,176 aortioa fi01m tbet daJo', 26 (probably 

.30) e"""'Y airor&tt were destroyed in aerial c0111bat !or a loee o.r tour 

beaT)' and throe aodiua belabor• and al.x ti&htera . 

Your lmndrod sixty-tour he&'l)' boabars o! the lStb Air P'orco 

attacked rallroad yards at T....Uo, llaotre, BolOCD*, and Ferrera dllrinc 

7 l,pril . Incoaplata reporta indinata that o!tl>t (probably 12) ·~ 

-1-
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DWLASSIP':rd 
osD Le•ter, ~-S-72 

planes were shot down by the escorting f~btoro; the bomber claims have 

not been reported. 'l'h>'Oe heavy bombers !llld two fighters are 11ioaing. 

2 . On both Ital.ian battlefronts acti .. e patrolling and &rlUlery 

duels continued during 7 April w1 tbout reported chang a in our positions . 

Reorglllliution of the V Corps sector hae naw been coarpletsd. An attack 

against tha western face of our .lnzio perimeter waa beatsn ot! by band 

grenades and amall &rillS firo . 

ASIATIC T.I!E.lTER 

l. For tho period between 3 and 5 April, inclueive, Allied air-

craft maintained a continuous oftonaive against tho e~•s positions 

along the Arakan coast and in northwestern Bunaa and attacked his rail 

and river interior lines of cOIIUIIunication. Included in those mi ssions 

were effective heavy bomber strikes against oil and powar installations 

at Ien&n£)'llUD£ and Cbauk and the rail yarde and jetties at lloulJoein. 

lOth Air P'orce fighter bombers, bitting airfields in the lleiktila-.l.ungban 

area, destroyed .32 {probably .37) OUOIJIY planes, mostly on the grOUnd......-

2. During 6 April four colunma of .Ulied troop• were moving &£Oinot 

Japanese linsa or c-.unication 2!) mUea out or Illphal . .Uong the Imphal­

'tiddiro road our withdr...U continues, and rear guards are operating 62 

011lee eouth of !nlphal. Allied forces in the Arakan area captured the 

east tunnel on tho llaungdaw-lluthidoung road. 

- 2 -
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UCLAISIYID 
OlD ~tter, &-1-71 

) . 'lhirtoT-two J&paneoo fi4ht.er pl&neo raided Q!ll" airdn.e ot 

J1&4n1n& dllr!na tho att.ernoon o/ S April e&Wiina lll.itbt claao&•J ou.r l..nter­

copti.ng N!O•a ohot down n1nl (probabl,y 12) Zeros. We loat one plane in 

tho air and another on tho Cl"OIIJ'Id . tho next cllQ' 17 B-2la •o, eaoort.ed b7 

16 P-40' o, boJtbod tho Kiuncsh&ll airclroo:o and inltallationo on Hainan 

bland with excellent ""oulto. Direct hih """ oboorvod on .t~e larae 

ban&aro, tbe control tow.r, o1x barracks , and seven lara• repair shop buUd­

inca . At least two ai.reratt W'Orl doatroyed on the ground. P'ivo 11-2!)' 1 

ICO""d /Q!Il" dd.reet bi\1 OD tbo .Olo &t Bokll l!eif, 

PACIFIC AHD SOUt!lllllSf PACIFIC TII!ATIRS 

l. Ca'nllry troop<~ attacked &II •- pooJ.t1on on RAbut.Jo lll&lld in 

tho .t.dairal. t1oo dl1r1nc 6 .t.prU. 

During 5 .l.prU, ll2 !l.flhtor planoo swept the Nn Ouinea coaot 

11M !rm Tadji to .l.lox1oba!on, dootroying grounded a1roralt, demolish in& 

buUd1.n8o, a~ largo N.reo and attackJ.nc b1voU4co onrouta . That 

ni&ht lS heavy -bora struck the Wakdo airtield and d1operalll. areaa nth 

excellent reaulto, e&WI1nc 11&1\Y oxplooiono and •tartin& large lires 

..Uible !or 5I) ..Uea. Tho ooxt cllQ' )9 li&htora ....,pt tho llow Guilloa 

oout lloo t:r.. Bllt to .l.lox1aho.ton, ocorl..ng dd.reet h1ta thd oat a 

•d1• froi&hter -'>laao at Wewak and att&cl<in& mmeroua rlllqea and 

other ooaotal ah1ppJ.nc . To tho wet , J.l.liod .Ual..nna O.Ollobed bolUdin&a 

and doatl-o7ed a aall tank or &lid oix bargoa at llanda1 (Saaoe l411and) 1 

oauaad large expl.oaiono and tires at L&ut., and boJobed Koepanc . 

-)-
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DI CLAISIFtD 
OlD Lotto7, 1-1-72 

2. Twent7-!our South Paoi!ic B-2S•• att.e"-d ltlhUi and K&ra air­

!ielda durin& t; .t.prU, droppin& 18 tone or bombs on each targete in 

southwestern Bougain•Ule . 'l'hirty-!our Nny bombora hit poaitiona along 

t.he S&ua R1•er and at llotupeA&. 

o~ld pooitiona in the ll&rahaJ.l x.J.ancls dur1ng S April . 

Twenty Central Paoi!io B-24 • a attacked a tank !&rll on llubl on 

and lloen Ialanda {Trulc) during the nieht or 4- S .l.prUJ one {probably 

two) or t.he intereopting • ....., plane• wu deotrcyed. !wo ! alae tires 

wre oboei'Y'od bu.roin& outs ida the reef. One of two I&YT B-24 • a on 

reconA&ieaance onr loon Island st.raddled a deatrcyer rltb tour l,ooo-

pound boonba probably oinld.ng tho •oual. Twenty B-24•a attacked Wll<e 

Ialand rlth 44 tono during 6 AprU , cauei na larg<~ tires and oxploliona 

in the storago, •aint.enance and ropair aroaa . 

Sooth or ~~&rq, Oe!W&ll attacka reaulted in a).jpt gaina on 7 April. 

loval ...a1ne in OelW&D banda but Sorlet !orcas """"""d attaoka north 

o! t.ho t.own. Soutlnreat of Tamopol , the Oennana continuo attac"- on 

the oltana1.,. , The lied .t.r.y continued to o001proso the •MillY'• de!onaea 

ot Odaua. 
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DUUUIFID 
osn 1 ~tte~ . t-~-?; 

1. Uliad o1aaa for ) .lprU, the cia¥ ot our fighter operation a....£. 1 
/U. ~rr H po,i'itoJ' _ ... ~,..., 

over Go~ lllld Prance, were 98 (probably 102} an~ eirora!t deotroyed; A 

our loaaoa nre nine &ircra!t ot 'Ohich !our wre due to uti oireroft 

That night 148 RlF tx.bero attacked the Toul.ouae aircraft 

repair and aaoOOlbly p1anta and airtiold. Prelildnery reports indicate 

suceeutul results and bursts obeerved among the building a. .l force 

or 12 eeoortod B-24 1 s sttacl<ing the caJ.aios arM on 6 .April oncountored 

no e~ plaDos and autfered no loaaea . 

2. IW'1nc tho 1100th or llarch, U, 770 he&'~)' ~ra ot tho 8th .l1r 

Foree took ott oa oftenaive a1111ona; 8,)90 actu.all;r attacked, dropping 

20,61,1 tons of boolba . In a total o! 7,914 af!ecthe aortios, •odi\1111 

light and !iehter bombers o! tho 9th .l1r Force dropped 5,194 tons of banbs 

during tho •-• period. 

1 . ll#t1.ood olaiaa for the US air attack on 'llucharoat on Ia .lprll 

liat 72 (probabl;r 81} eneozy planes ao deotroyed; our loss wu nino 

Tho night o! 4-S .lprll .loo201 a attacked ehipp1ng alon& tho 

T;rrrhenian ooaat and b<labed the to• ,. ot San Stefano and .lnaa&nO. 'Die 

tollowin& ·~ 226 he&"l' boolhoro ot tho ~atogic .l1r Foree hit tho Ploooti 

rallroad ;rardo rlth 588 ton. ot booobo and inco.ndiarioa . ltrperianc.d 

and assroalive tighter opposition, uain& rockets and aerial tx.ba, 

- l -
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OSD Lett er , 6-8-71 

intercepted; prolilodnary claims indicato that more th&n !)() ware deotl'Oyed 

by our bctabere , Hie and Leelconc in Yugoslavia ""r" tho tergets for otbor 

boa'7 balbor JDiaoiona; 1$ heavy balboro !ailed to return. BnOliiY cOIIIIluni­

oationo and inotallationo botwoan Roeo and tho trano-Italian battle !rent 

ware bit by light and fighter bomber aiooiona . 

2. Oround activity on both Italian tronto for the day endin& at 

noon, 6 April, was cbaraoterised ...:lnly by patl'Ol action and artUlory 

excbangoa . 'f'onolvo out of 20 rounds !ired by the &n8111)' at one Can•dhn 

OP ...,r e duds . On the Sighth .l.nq !rent sharp clashes t"esuJ.ted in some 

.llliod casualties; at tbo beaobhoad, the enemy firod propagande leaflets 

into tbo sector held by Britiah units • 

.lSll'l'IC 'l'HlW'ER 

l . Reports Cor S and 6 April ll"om Burma indicate that Chinese troopo 

in the llogaung Valley continued a stead;y drive soutb.,.,.d occl<pying two 

•all village a six ..Ueo ooutb of Shaduaup . In the Naga HUla righting 

continued in tho Palel area; British !orceo withdrn to a position north 

of that tOllll . Our forcea attacked the enGri)' near Kaeng, ten miles 

northeast of lilpbal . Conteot with an OD8111Y force of s001e l!)O n s reported 

at Aradura, two ..Ues south of ltohiu. .llltion in tho Arolcan aoctor and 

laladan Vallo7a na lilDited to patrolling . 

2 . For tho period 1 to J l ll&rch inoluaive, 10,696 tone ot cargo 

na t r an•ported by air into China. Ot thio •o=t all but l, l09 ton a 

na transported b7 tbo India-china Wing of tbe ~ Traneport C.-and. 

- 2 -
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Df~M!!!!!' 
OSD Lottor , fi-S-72 

PACIFIC AND SOUTFJDST PACIFIC ~TEllS 

l , .&UBtrolian patrols !rom Yaula in tho llintjim Volley ,..ached a 

point six lOilos from BogadjiiD on 5 April without gaining contact rltb 

the eneey • 

.lnother heavy air atrilce was lll&de against the Rollandia area 

by 4l B-24•a, 17 B-25•s, and 21 .l- 20•• which destroyed many buil~a, 

started large fuol fires, silenced gun positions, and oanlc aoverol ....n 

• craft . Throe other B-24•o bconbed Dagua. Other .llliod bconbars started 

tlreo at Koepang and attacked Dili, Timor i nine B-24 • s bcolbed Kaiaaca 

and attacked other targets in western Hew Guinea . 

2. One B-2h etartod a large fire at Dublon (Trulc) on 4 .lpril . On 

the sa&e day lO B-25• s nit the runway and revetments at Buka as well as 

the seaplane baee at Sohana Isl and. 

OUr Torokina beachhead forces captured one artillery piece, 

several 90 am mortars and killed !(1 Japanese outside tho perimeter. Ulied 

patrols 6,000 yards north of the beachhead gained contact rltb the eneiiiY. 

3 . Two Navy B-24 • a destroyed a ....n t...ighter oighted in the lagoon 

at Wake Ioland on 3 April. 

Fifteen B-25•a, after dropping 15 tons on Joluit, rear-ed at 

llajuro and nit Taroa Yl.th the .... tonnage on 4 .lpril. .lnother fo:r.ation 

of o:l.x B-25•o , followed by 16 1'1gbtera, dropped a total of 14 tons on the 

latter target. In two """"P" Oft%" llille o:l.x fighter aircraft hit the 
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OlD Lo\tor, &-a-71 

..........,.. with a total or a1x tooa. 

n.. new W.t.rip on Plonapo reoah'ed o three- tee ba.b load .cr.. 

oix 8-2S' o and the .ot.or-pool .,. .. on Wotjtl wu bombed and ..acll.lao-cwma<l 

by JJ Nuy bclobero and tiihtere. 

/WTERil Fll>IIT 

Soviet roreeo continued thoir o!fonaivo in the aoctor oouth of 

Pwkm on 6 .lpril. .U Konl, tho o ....... a rolitTed their oncirolod troopo 

and also -de aclvancoo ooutbwoot or Ta.mopol. !led !orceo olowl7 oloaod 

in on Odessa and iD tho Crlaea oatabllohod o noll brid&ohud acrose tbo 

Sh'aoh and re.,....d their attockl qa.l.not !torch. 

/ 
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l. Dur:l.na the nJ.aht of ~-5 April, 46 JWi' lloequito boebere att6ckod 

Colop with good results; otharo continued their haraeeinc rai~ onr 

wut.m au-ope, atrild.ng at th6 awol worka at llheiohali.Sen and tarcota 

at &sen, lNtold and Qoer~>our& . 

2 . P-51 tiKIJtaMI or tho 8th Air Force attacking air/iel~ in tha 

Berlin and llunioh areas on 5 April d .. troyed a number o! planes on the 

ground and ehot down five others in o011bat . Ot.hor tightera uchine-

gunned tarcota ot opportun1t7 in Cle~. Eacorted boa..,- boabere of tho 

8th Air !'orca bcabo(J the Pa.s de Calaia area. In the da,r' a opera tiona wo 

lost eigbt !i&btora. 

). Durinc the week ending 26 llarob, US planeo bued in the Ill ahot 

down 69 (probably 81) onOJIIl' planes and dea~royed 16 (probt>bly 17) on"'')' 

planee on the &round. US loaaoa tot.llad 99 planes ot which SS wore -
bea..,. bcabeMI . During the .- period tho JI.I.F ebot down _E. (probably 42) 

&n811ij' planes for & 1088 Of ~· frc. all C&li.SOO• Aotiaircr&ft 

fire brou&bt down fiTO - planes . 

IIEDITERJWI!AII 

l . Durin& the Diaht or 3-b April, 77 Allied baobero dropped 107 tone 

ot boaba on an airplane angina factory at BucS.peat. ~ lara• tires wore 

at6rtad and - •"""''l' plane waa deatroyedJ !be JI.I.F Walllncton babera 

are aia•inc· 
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llore datalled report.a ot t.be Ia .t.p>-U att.ack on &chareo~ ot.at.a 

~bat JlJ B-17'• and B-21a•o dropped 86) tona of -bo on the ra1l.road 

yarda and repair ahopo a~ &chareat with ~ellent rea-alto . on tireo 

and explooiotla w ro otarted, a railJooad ot.atioo and locCiaOtho depot ware 

OOJ:"iousl¥ ~ed, and conoidarabla rolling stock an<l 118J17 bui.l.dingl 

wore <lootroyed. J.pproJd.a&t1l,y 200 aneoo,y t~tero att.aclcing in aroupo ot 

25 to SO were encaw>tared; nino B-24 11 were loot . 

In otbar operation• ton B-25'• ot tho Tactical J.ir Force bo:abod 

an oU ~ oouth of Orte; liabt bo:abero and ~tore attac:ked ·~ llnaa 

or c...unication, eoneentrotiOM t.ftd cun positions, and n ... pe~rola onr 

2. !he situation no senoraJ.l,y quiet in the beachhead during 5 

AprU. On the trano-ltaJ.iao tront patrol& and artillery nre aotha on 

both aides . Near the J.driatic a om&ll on~ attack north of Oreoana 

wao repulsed. 

) ASUTIC THF..U"ER 

l. On ) AprU, OS t.ftd Britiah pUnll a ttocked eneoo" posit.iona and 

ri~or eratt in the J.rakan .._, troop cooeont.rat.i.ona and 110tor t.r&nlport 

in northnstorn Banoa ond roidad tho Anieakfn airfield in central aw-. 
!hat Di&bt nine RAJ' -ro otart.ad !iNa and uploaiona in tho rlcini ty 

ot the ro-v railJooad ototion . 

2. By 1 J.prU , J.lliod torcoo bad cleared the en""~)' tr._ Jtaladan and 

two t owns to tbe south. On ~ha 4tb , Britiah troops occupied J.lotb.ons7ow, 

- 2 -
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12 aileo aoutheaet of llaungdaw, and carried out local attack& against 

Japanese forces in the Arakan aeet.or . In the Naga Hill area Allied 

forooa woro withdrawing tr001 JoosMi. US troops were engaged in heavy 

fighting in the llogaung Valley. 

) • On 4 April three P~ 38 ' a o! tho 14th .l.1r Forco destroyed two 

large gasoline dumps and 12 gaoolino trucks and inl11cted eaoualtiea 

on nll""G' troops southeast of Keogtung. 

PACIFIC J.llll SOIJTIIIIBST PACIFIC 1"l!EJ. TEllS 

1. Australian patrols .rro. the llintjila Valley advancing toward the 
I 

coast reached a point a hall aile nortneast of Kwato, in the JU.ntjilll 

Valle)'> on 4 April without eontaeting the ene"Y ·' Large 8JIIounte of supplies 

and )0 trucks were eaptured. On ) April light b0111bers and tighte.ra oet 

buildings afire and attacked eupply positions and barges in """epo alOQI 

the northeastern coast o! II..., OUinea . 

The following da;y 52 B- 24 ' • bombed tho "fewak area, demolianing 

buildings, starting •&J1Y !ires and deotroying 13 grounded aircraft . Twel ve 

~39's machine~od Tillages along the northeastern coast of New Guinea . 

To the west J.ust.ralian planes attacked targets in Tillor and in the Tanimbar 

Island&. 

2 . On 3 April 1110re than 175 Arley and Nao;y b<*lbere and !l.gbtors 

attacked the Rabelll era., bcabing supply and tual areas, runwa,;ys and aw> 

positions, and starting a n1111ber or !ires. Other J.llied planes attacked 

targets in BougainvUle and New Ireland. 

- 3 ~ 
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An Allie4 pa~rnl landlt4 on •uuaa lal&nd on 4 .t.prll, dlta~I'OT•d 

b-ct.Udiqa and lllel ~ and eaptVJ'Od c~oe .... nu and radio oquiPIMJl~. 

J , Twe:nt)' C.ntrel Pacilic D-2l.•o bU ~· oaaplana buo a~ TrW< 

dul'ins ~. nisbt or J-b .t.pril. One D-24 l'&i de4 POnape. 

Heavy mowatoru pN...Utd sanerall7 elong ~. en~irtl oaatern trent 

on S l.prll. 1'be Oeraana e>ounteratteckod at loYal, Brocly, 'QOt ot Tarnopol 

and aou~ or St.&nialaY. Nort.bwat or Odoooa, Sorlet trnopa act.ane>od eouth-

1IV'C! cuttins tbe Odooaa-1'1raapol railroad; to ~· .n ~">' ...,,.. 16 ailoo 

Ira~· cit;r. 
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PhC!IIriY planes fiew a.1r reconnaissance aiasions over Iceland on 

.3 April. 

li!DITERJWIEA.N 

L During the night of 2- .3 April, 46 Strategic Ur Force boalbera 

dropped 101 tons on tbe roilroad yards at Vicenza with good results; 

26 others attacked Porto San Sta!eno and targets in the Leghorn area. 

In our .3 April attaok on &dapeat, .379 escorted B-l7 ' s and 

B-2ls •s dropped 1,022 tons or b<lolbo on the railroad yards , aircra.tt 

factory, chemical and oil refinery, and industrial areaa; 250 roilroad 

cara were destroyed or damaged. Of some 50 enee,y planes encoW>tarcd, 

24 (probably 28) ...,,.e destroyed for a lose of five heavy baRbers. Other 

B-l7'a and B-24•• dropped 262 tons of explosives on railroad yards at 

Brod, Knin and Drnis without inoident. Tactical .l.1r Force light and 

fighter bombers attacked an IIIIUIIUDition duJop in the Rome area and rail-

road linea in central Italy with good resulto . Normal patrol end attack 

ai.asiona were !101111 in the battle area and along the Italian and Iugoalav 

coaats . Allied fighters successfully baabed a shipping concentration 

in Corlll harbor, starting two oil tires. 

Strategic baaber aiaoioua frao the Mediterranean lllied Ur 

Fcrceo attacked llllcb&reot during 4 April, cleaging l'ail ;yards and repair 

ohops . 

2. Only patrolling and artillery activit;y no reportod trea the 

- l -
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battle front. 1n I~ tor the 24-hour period ending at noon on 4 .l.pril. 

) . rive RAY planoo bOIIbed tho llal•• airdroaut, Crete, cblring t.be 

Dight. ot 2-) AprU and t.hree otbera laid ainea 1n the harbora ot Syroa 

and Herakloia. The following dq 12 ~26'• att.acl<ed ahipp1ng 1n Port.olago 

1117, Llroo. 

4. General Connol.l;y report.• that 264,197 t.ono ot 11Uppllaa were 

unloadod at porta of the Poraian Gull COIIIIIWld dor1ng llarch, 1944, 

) 22S, 73S tena being received by the Ruoaiana. 

1. 0.. 2 AprU OS and Britiah planeo att.acltecl • ._,. aun poeitima, 

inat.allotiono, rber cratt, and aotor •ebiclea 1n cent.ral, •••tarn and 

northern l!uno&, In attacks on en""G' ai.rdr<lllea, 12 (probably 14) on""G' 

planes w re doatro7"d 1n c0111bat and on the around. Wo loat one P-)8. 

that Dight US and BrUiah boebera att.acl<od Alcy&b and tba rallroad otation 

at lila taunc. 

llllr1ng )1 llarch and 1 AprU, troop carrler aiadono t.ranaport.ed 

l.SSJ ooen, 1J6 a.n.l.ula IUid 61$ t.ono ot ouppllu and .-.acuatad 739 caoual-

tioa . 

2. Four rocket-ea.rT7ini P-1&0 1 1 ot the 14th llr ro.rce, wUb tighter 

oaeort, hit twa ri.ar boeta near Iohanc on 3 .lprU. Four ~0'• unk 

t011l' ...U boeta and hea..u;, .sa..pc1 three otbero on the Red RiYer aouth 

ot Yen Bq. 
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P4CIFIC 411D SOil'lllliESf PACIFIC 'n!EA'l'E!lS 

1. US troop• landed on llalllbutyo leland on ) April without 

opposition. 

In the la:rgeet air attack on tbe enei!IY airfields in tbe 

lloUand:La area to date, 67 escorted B-21.' s neutralized the antiairera!t 

de!enseo aod 169 l~bt and aedium b0111bers followed with l01r-level a ttacke; 

1n all l,oo tons o! bollbs nnd 27!),000 rounds of -unition were used 1n 

tbi.o attack; 26 intercepting en8111Y f~tere were destroyed !or a loss of 

one P-)6. Present indications are that all of the 268 en"'IIY planes 

pt-eoent at HoUandis on )0 ll&rch have been destroyed. Southwest of New 

Gu.izoea, 27 B-21. • a effect i vely b011bed tbe J.anuoer airdrOIIe, Kai Islands, 

while oix Dutch ll-2!)1 a raidad the Pen!oei ait'dzoor.e in filoor. 

2. fhirty- three South Pacific B-24's ~<ttael<ed 1'ruk on 2 April, 

starting l,.:rge fires in the warehouse area, hitting the docl<s, and 

shooting down at leaat 2!) &n"'IIY planes !or a loss of 1'1 v" B-24' s . .t.nq 

and Navy lliaeions totalling 2)2 planes attacked the Rabaul area with 

121 tone, obte'n1ng good reaulta; three of our planes were lost. s.aller 

aissi ons attacked targets on lew Ireland and on Souga1nv1llo . 

;3. Fourteen Contral Pocifio planes attacked Pcnape on 2 April, 

starting !ires 1n the barracks and service area. Otber boabere end 

~tars attacked Taro&, 111lle, loidJ, and Wotje. n>at night and the 

!oUOII'ing clq 22 B-21.'• dropped )6 tone of baolbs on Dublon (Trul<) and 

atarted !ires in the term and nrehouaos . Ono ll-24 and six B-25 ' s bit 

Ponape. Senn ll-25'• -bod Jalnit, .....,.ed at llajuro, and tbon attacked 

-3-

~ 





Drowsnrm 
~~~ L• tter, 0-8-?1 

Sllll poaitiona on Ta.roa. Kavy and ll&rina planea aade two atrikoa on 

Jaluit, hea~ attacl<ed the • ot.J• airfield and bcabed the rutrflq at 

Taroa , 

US noonn&ioaanoe of Ul.uk and Me jit atolls in tha ll&rahall 

Ialanda wu c<llplete<l on 2 and ) .t.prll reapect1.,.~, ••••n JapanaM 

beinc killed at tho latter ial&nd. 

W1'!llll FIDIT 

Red ~ troope penetrated the Oeraan de!enoea south o! Pskov on 

4 .lprll . Wortbftet. or Brod;r the Bonet t.luuat reached to witbin 18 

.u.. o! the ae ........ -Rwoaian lioo o! l~l.l . In t.be en.r-e .... them 

aaotor tho Sovieta continued to pueb tro. the northeaat t.owarda Chiainan 

and Odee ... 

- 4 -
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OlD letter, 5-8-72 

l. Strategic .lir Force missions against ccmrunication targets 

during the night of 1-2 .lprU consisted of an attack by $$ allied planes 

with 90 tons ot incendiarias and booobs on tbe aircrs!t factory at Varese 

and a raid on port installations at P1CIIIbino by 1$ British aircrs!t . 

all planes returned. On 2 .lprU the l)th llr Force oaade ito largest 

effort to date, dispatching a total of $86 B-17 • s and B- 24 • s oocortad 

by 163 P- 36•s and P--47'• · Flights totalling 257 B-17'• and B-24•• 

dropped 687 tono o! quarter- ton and incendiary booobo on tho Stoyr ball 

bearing works, alJnoot COIIlpletaJ.T destroying three Of tbe !ive 11ain 

b..Udings and damaging the other two. Tho nearby aircraft factory wao 

attacked by 156 B-24 • s with 2$$ tons ot booobs; tbe area was well covered 

and lll&lJY hits wore oboerved in the town . Ene"'Y opposit ion was the 

fiercest yet encountered, eCOle 300 German airers!t {all types including 

four-engined planes) in waves o! 40 to ~ being engaged by our !o:naations. 

The en.,... llSOd rockoto and aerial booobo in the running fight which luted 

for noarl;r two houro . One hundred and twenty (probabl;r l~) Cle:naan 

planes were shot down 

•iaoiona againat tugoalanau targets dropped 216 tona of booobo on the 

railroad yard& at Brod and Bibao and the airfield at llootar. Result& 

wre reported u !air to good; two B-24 • • wn obot down by antiaircraft 

!in and two collided and wero loot. Tactical J.ir Force planeo attack-

ing rall tarsoto in central Ital;r, caused boa~ daage to bridgoa at 

.&.rosso and Falconara and over tho JlaVa. other planu booobed porto 

on tho Italian coaat and bit en-.;r tranaportation along the Iugoolaoian 

coast. 
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On 3 Aprll l&ra• fo.-tione of eocorted heavy -ra &Hacked 

indutrUl target• and c-.oicatioo• in &clapeet. 

2 . Oa~ heavy -bero, raidini Allied port inot.all&tiona at 

An•io during 3 .t.prll, hit a gaa <luapj two or tho eneaoy planoo ...... ohot 

dcwn by antiaircraft eire . 

Onl,y artillo1"7 and patrol acUTity was reported .l'rOIO tho other 

••ctora or the battlelront. 

1. Britiah unita continued to u.rt preasure on the Japaae .. in 

tiM .t.rakan sector clurins )0 ll&rob. In the lloca Hille, Britieb foroee 

withdrew nortlnroatward .rro. lloreb oo 1 .t.prll . Japanese troops haYI 

eetsbliohed rood block& on the Iapbal-~obia& road.. Sa'lere tl.abting 

..... reported in the vicinity or Kharaac:a and Josaa.d . 

In the lluk&wns Volley, the Chino so adunced to a point tolll' 

aUos oouth of ShadllsupJ other .t.llled forces occupied a Tilllj!e 21. 

.U.s oortlmtet of that town. US troopa were in contact with tba enlll(f 

eJ.oos tba •aroac-Kh- aa traU. 

2. lloet of tiM -.uUtion and tood pa.cko dropped dl&rins .)() ll&roh 

by J_...,., .. di_ -bere to their ""ito operating 1c the Broa~ 

area ...... recOYered by our trocpo. Our t raa.port planeo n ew 121& eortile 

that clq oarry1os )1) tone ct n.ppli11, lal2 aon end 57 eniaele and IY&CUit­

ins 7S cuultieo. 

US and Britiob planeo continued to oupport around cporetiOIUI 

~ut Baraa ond outerD India dilrins l .t.prll, 1c addition to 

- ... -2-
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attacking en~ lines of coaaunication . That night f ive B-24 ' • attacked 

the railroad etation at Rangoon) one other B-24 baobed Ak7&b . 

3. Two B-24•a o! tho l4tb Air Foree sank a 215- !oot vessel aoutb-

n at of Foneoaa on 2 April . 

P.tCIFIC AND SOUTI:!II!ST P.tCIFIC Tl!EAT!RS 

1 . 5th .tir Force operat.ions during 2 i pril included an e!tective 

att.aek by 32 B-24 ' a with 256 halt- t on bc:mbs on gun positions and bivouac 

areas near Han sa Ba.Y and a P'llep by three B-24 ' a followed b;y 22 .t-20• s 

and 16 P-40 ' s on en""'Y inst.allationo on Kairiru and llushu Islands , 

S..aller Allied aiasiona raided targets north of lladang, west of !rima 

Plantation, on Garcve Island and in the Aadralties . 

2 . South Pacifi c aircraft continued their e;yst ematic destruction 

of the enea;y inst.allations in the Rabenl area during 1 April, eight 

B-25'• harassing the t0100 area during the night, 53 light bombers att.aek­

ina Rataval and leaving the sector a •u•ss of flames, and 24 &-25's 

starting fires at Vunapopo . In Jlou&ainville, 70 light and fighter 

bCIIlbera attacked the Toboi area) 12 P-36's dropped incendiaries noar 

llonoitu llission and 12 P-40•s hit supply installations at Nwo.a ltuaa • 

.t1r photos covering Bougainville and the Bi81&1'0ka ( oxeopt 

Vunak&nlw) on 2 .tpril indicatacl that all Japanese runwa;ye were unaen-

iceable. 

IWIT&RN P'ROIIT 

Soviet toreoa continued otroQII p.ressure south ot PakOT and in the 

- 3-
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rlci.nit;r or llosilov during J l pril . Kovel, Brcd,y and f&rllopol are 

onciroJ..od, Norllnr!lot of Brod;r, Red trcopa pen.otratod to t he Lwow-Lutsk 

rail line. Southeast o! Cern&uti, the Soviet• !creed another bridge­

head over tho Pruth River and advancod ton •1loa weatward to cut the 

r&il~ line betwon Ja.soy and Dorohoi. 
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Durin· the nieht of 1-2 A•rll , L9 osquito '>o~bor• car•\ed out 

rldoapread raids, attao 1 in"" :..ar· ts at f.anno•J r) Aachen, Kre!elt'! 1 and 

~ilitary objectives at Cherbcur·, 

l. lllssions b': t.~e • editor"anean .Uliod A:\r lorces •urin- l A rll 

'" included l'l"edium banber strikes on ""e'!rY rail instal..l4t!.ot'ls at Po;r;.bo si, 

Leehorn, Orvioto, and ~oavy bomber attacks on coo unic tio~ tareets at 

l.'al"ese !'lnd Piornbino . 

2 . Ge!'"'l"ar. unite la.u_:rtched t .... o attacks a !linet t."l-e ll'!t!l't face or 

tne Anzio beachhead rhri.r: t.ne late a!t<"rnoon cf 1 At)rU.; both aa!taulta 1 

supported by heavy mortar fire and fia.."!!.e t;._"'""TT'ara , were repulsed . line-roy 

art iller:· co.,tinu'!d to s .~11 our forward poait~:1-s . 

/ On t.he trans- Itillian front Itillian troopa operatin• with t~e 

Polish Corps occupied three peaks in the ''i.cinit;• ol !.!. 'orrona rin~; 

the 2L-h ,,. period ondin · at noon 2 Anril . Active patrollins and 

art!lloro; dnels ccntinuod eloowhere alon• tM battle line . 

/ .) . Cw 'llative casueHi•• en t.'le Italian mat -and as of 28 arch 

wore # fc r th@ Fifth A,.y: 

"&in Front Killed Woundod issin · Totals 

us S,)L1 18,1!06 1, ~74 26,221 
3ritish .) ,193 J.h ,8L7 4.)73 22,61.) 
F~nch 2,121 7, 659 6L8 10,628 
Italian 176 J66 LL2 9BlJ 
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Beach 'lead 

LS 
Eritibh 

Total 

BECRl:!l£ 
·••LASSI1ID 

~~ ~-~ \or , ~-8-71 

~ 

2,070 
1,200 

lh,JBl 

Woundod 

7,1)5 
5'· 71S 

su. 728 

13,71.7 
12,480 

66,67.) 

Pr1.sor:ers o!' war eaptured by rJs forc"!s ir, :i:taly to 28 'arch 

are as follows : 

1ain Front 

2, <J97 

Total 8,106 

/ 
ASIATIC T!lF.AT&l 

r.AF fi "htera raided ene"'Y ttotor trnnsJX'rt n rtheast o! :j.,..alin 

during t.•e nt.•ht of Jll-31 Jtarcn . Th• next eao· U' •nd lirlt.ish plWJee 

attacked an ene:::y headq\zarters ar~aa northeast or hlJ)h~, 6\L'l nosition& 

near El:'oadway, COI"!! unics.tions in centre.l RuiT.aJ Md tar-:etCI in the Pinlebu, 

Kalewa end H~.alin areas . One of three Jan.anese oediun bon:bcrs supply-

in ... eneJ:ly \.~.nita op 'osinP our 3roadway !'orccs was shot down 'b!-· antiaircraft 

fire on JO ~arch . 

PACinc A':U SOl!Tf:l'f~'T PACIFIC 

1. Elements of the 1st Cavalry Di·deion occupied Koruniat and lidrUo 

Iolande, in tho !aniraltiea, vainst • .,.. oppooition on 1 April; other 

units on ~anua Island aonttnue activo patrolling . 

Con~tal patrols in L~o Yalau &r"& rrache~ ~ o ~outh of tho Y.ab~nau 

Riv"'r rith onl:- !'!:lkht cor tact . Japan"' !Ia troops 'tmeuecessi\llly countor-

attacked Australian po,itions in tloo intjil! val1e:r . S<'1lth ot Yaula, 

- 2 -
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durir. • the dn,y . 

~ 
Dl :LA811J'ID 

C~D Letter, 0-5-?J 

Forty-s(lven A-20's boobf'l'i '' d att.Ackec!. enP-'".!"' bivouo.oo, supply 

d • and un poa1t1<no at Ul an , .ansa Bay and .Ut&pil r1r. J nrc' . 

A~t1enAl planes hi~ • 

""ld vUla;oe 111 t e .Utape-radj1 are• . Six heavy bera r ide~ llc<lla 

(Cerarn) 111 d ol.x Dutch "'edlu: <>abera attac ed Lallte:t (Tiror) . 

2 . SC\It Pa·itic pla~•• oank a "' • r o v••••l o! fraod Po1r.t 

and de t.r 7ed It l d1.~ s or. !"cndo Po t . )(; 'are • 'l!ult n ht 

a!x - 2$'1 a.ra""ed .:aball . On Jl arc J7 a~ro:t ea:r t. wide-

spread att11~ 1 brl e.: , er. ....... ply V'll.la;;• o· en 

Souqair.vllle . S1.xty-~i ·nt .1 t be> ro r~p d L•J t a of uploa'ves 

on La'ounai C'•n ponitiors , and runwo;'8J 60 Mdiun bQ>:l~r' and N htero 

hit :~~taval llllr)'ly ducrs and thfl tcm rr por a.~d oto.rted r. ~- .• fires 

at Vur.apope ; 12 di "" a d torpedo 

:'allli 13117 area; ! •,- a.iror!l!t d<>atro;ye a nn position an two aea 

tr'"c' 1 tho vici ity. 

lnt naive r( cc.nr.a\ssaneo in 1cre8 oppcaitn o r Toroki.rla b(" ch-

head rin t e 2L- o,.,. per od on n • 1~. 1 A rll , re\·ealed tho 

ana ltetwee cur pe r.beter and • o lJ.rJIII& l(i•; ·r to be clear o! ""lllll' 

forces . Our patrols a.~ pua: in ortlnrard aloa& t.r.e ~,... 1=- traU. 

;.•_,. "' d nanl units cont1r.ued to aup rt G\Jr operati~ b)- b<>cbal 

e 8Upply and bivouac areas . 
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DICU.SSD'ID 
~ Lotter, G-s-?a 

on 31 llarc two alr':lorne Jaoane•• ti t,tere .. ado no effort to tnt•rcort 

o~,;r ber.bertt . ieoioM totlll.lir $2 Amy and "nvy plaz:eo attaekn~ "/fotje 

and Ponape . HHe•n - 2S•e ·lroppad lS tor,o or Taroa . reloaded at 'ajcro 

~od hit ~idj wtth the saco tonnnea . 

~T·.Ill DONT 

Soviet pr essure ll>J&inst Pskov, Kovcl , a"d Br-dy ccctinued th;ring 

- I 2 April . P.ed units penetrated the riofenseo of Tar .opel !'rC1" th 'o•·th 

and southeast . Soviet for ces east o£ Cerraut1 crosse~ the Pt-ut• !liver 

and advanced two •ilea into llc!wani!l . 

Q,;:" .tiAL 

The War Do1art~~nt has reeinded' its senior overs~ae c~~ders 

t,;iva eonoidorat.ion to t o pr -pt rntblicati n or leases and da.'11AJ!"e rlue 

-· t to aecid~nt. or rds.fo-rtune except whero S"..:cn. infcrr-ation would bo of usc 

to t'le tt-ne1-.y-. S1:eh lose~& t,r ireid11nts sh uld re ke;t w1.tl"!.n rcper 

pPlrspPctive J f1f cc 'Jr se . l1 doubt .f\Jl cactesJ r'&ttf'lr~ cf this type ny 

bo refer red tc t he ~ar Depart . ent . 
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1 

~ u r , D- 8-'18 

l. In tne attack on .:urnbc!'l• duru the ni·llt of .)0-Jl l.raroh, the 

PJlF dropped 2,363 tons of hi•h ~xplosivAa and incendiari~s . ~~air 

oppoa•tion was strong especial~v on the outward flto"t and tn the tor-et 

area; thl"ee (probably four) enoey planes were destroyod . Fritish losses 

totalled 100 heavy b<>rbors . Gerr.an aircraft made scattere<l raioo on 

EnF.land th~t nL~ht, none of wnich were seriou$ . 

2 • Althou,.h inclefl'ent weath~r ):'r~Ol\lded COOt"dir"lted heavy bom}:\Pr 

operations durin£' 1 April. sorre B-2h•s o! the 8th Air Force attacked 

industrial tarcets and c<>mmunications tn soutlnrestern Ger any. IJ.Je to 

the di!riculties of navi~ation in tad weat.!wr s®e bCJr.lbs fell in tho 

Schaffhausen, Switzerland, ar•a by r.list.ake . .>scorttn• P-1•7 ' s and P-Sl•• 

or t'1e 8th a.~d 9th Air :orcec destroye~ a total of 26 (probably 29) 

ene:ny aircrart in t!.c air- and on th'! .;round for the loss of !our of our 

fi"htors; 1.3 of our boobero failed to return. 

I!EDITEAAA: !:All 

1 . rtAF Mediwn bombers attacked the hartor arAa at San ·!tnerietto , 

a dock at Ancona ar,d a Jetty at Giulianova d11rinp the nirht of 30-31 

'arch . ::ne~y aircraft attackftd .._., Allied corvoy tn sootmre•tem 

l:editerranean watera t>,at nieht; on• t'reirhter was htt ard s~t afl re 

but reached lliiers in tow. Our antiaircraft firo shot de., one or the 

aneMJI planes . The next day, with stratf'tiC ieeione cancelled because 

of cloud conditions at targets and bases, Allierl lirht and fi•hter 

- 1 -
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ISS 
lli'.LA~3UXXI 

t>ID IAUu, 04-?1 

boo:bera carried out rtdesp,...ad attaoka on h hwa; aod ro.ilwu r' eo 

in control Italy •ltn •ood reoulta o.nd •• eh1J'Pl.ng "'d harh ra &lor 

tte Adriatic c oet . 

2 . Tho eneey raid or. fcrward .\.Uied poo1Ucma " rth Of A: do rw 

Jl are e:usod C3'7 caau&l tieo; dctaUa wer tJCt. ,..,perte . Or t.!le 

trans-Italian battle line ~r-.an artUle17 .. .., activo ttat n ,t, p&rt.icu­

larly in oectora southwest or Cassino a·d alona the Aoriatic . 

.. te ~;;K>rt• add nearly JSO Allied tac~ic.U •crtiea t< t 

fiOW':"'' • ·a_. t. en tr~or•, tort1!1catlono, gan po•itior.a a~d ~~ 

lnstalb•iona in Puz-_a and eutern In11& dl;rlnr, 29 !!arc' . :!.apec1ally 

stron 1 •ht d fl..; .t~r bomber &ttocks oet· curied out a a'not tt • 

JapaMse foreoo operati"'J in the lmphal, lh:kawng '!alley, and S>.rprnbu 

areas . iea1o .s next day include~ raido a ainet en= rivnr craft in 

:'roop carrier ~crait now 196 oorUu on • e 2 th to trau­

pert SSS tone ot ~ J'Pl1 o, 691 men , and Ll1 "'l.Mls, ar.d evae ate lJ7 

casualt1eo. 

2. Japan••• artillery obelled oroh, """t or t e upper Ch1nch<1n 

Rive:-, durin(; 31 areh,and an attec.lc on the t.crr.> appe&N!d ~.Uent . 

::re.-,. unit e were reported operatinl; n•ar akhrc'ei between KohL•a and 

raur area . 'lne Ch1r.e6e cor.tirlued their advance aoutl't of Shad'Jaup . 

- 2 -.......... 
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1 . SollhWO£~ Paci!ic atr ~1salono e•ring Jl rarch included a he~vy 

&~tack by 42 -25 '• au.d JS A-2D•s •• or.~· blvcuae areu, lnat.allaUons 

&.'ld ll!!.&ll allippi.ng at •slm and Kalrlru Ialll:!da . lll!ed l • t bceb@ra 

&!ld !linter• operated ~ainat. vllla,'fts &.'ld bl VD'JU art'"'! In t.: e Po::do 

Po!r.t, Stettin Day L"d Wide lla,y areas <! .,... !Zit.ain and attacked ship-

pir. a• J(oe,ang , Ti.r.;cr, w.er a 1,500-ton vesse. "''alar 1'\1&1 bare 

were deotro;,·ed '"'d oth~r coastal craft da."'ged . Seven l)Jtch V-25''• 

bo .. ted Pan!oet, Tl.l-or. that ni,;ht. .rtth unoto rve~ res ·)ts. 

2 . Er.e.-~ tr.t.allatlor.s at '!'r. • ...,_,., att.uked by SO<Jth Pae 'ic 

lllissiONI o! ll - ?l•s ttd two n:onnatssar.-~ boebers r - JO arclt . 

Japanese pl&noa were d•stroyorl for~ ·e loaa c! one of our ~ombora . E-25'• 

droppod 44 tono of L•cendlartoa on Vunapope starting !ir~s and oxplodinr, 

&."1 &r' "'l..tni tiOr. m.t! p IL~d ten P-)8 I • r&ide::!. !'.4b#lul . ;._ tete.! 0~ sa ·a\-y 

pla:-es de t.rcyed i:'Jil pcsltlono d !lit t e z-.:nway anaa at Vur.&i<A.n&U . 

Ot:ler · a'reratt ude ecattned at.t.ac!<o a a1r.:;t tar eta In llcr.: au•ille . 

J , Central Pae f!c planes ret. rnod to attack ::'r-Jk chrln• then! ht. 

c! 29-.30 'arch, 19 1'-24 •a droppin 32 tona on targets on that atoll eaus­

lng l&t'l'O •tree .., d explosions . An add! t.i~al t -2b or. a si!.'Uar l!lioolon 

~1.t ita alternate t.ar:-et, Pono~ . Miaolo s tot.Ulin· 5'9 US pl • e ec~tinu•d 

to raid e ""'1 peal tiona 1r. t!-e :arshalls dur!"l: .)() lli"Ch . '!llat iJ:ht. 21 

E-21. • s at ru • ~·· 'ire• at 'l'Nk &.'ld cun:a~d a ~la.,ed exploe1on Tl altle 

for 50 U s . 
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Dz~r..4,'Jtr~ 
OS~ lett•r , f-~ 71 

And rod;y d:.lrln;; l A rU, part1c·lo.•1;y !'or t e !cr:: r towr: . tc!"th 

a:-d e:rtJnrest or Ode8sa to: Scn"!ets ~ a a t!' er adTar.ee Avera 1ti 
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