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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

On 30 May two B-25's sank one Japanese muxiliary vessel and damaged
another northeast of Paramushiro., That night three Navy bombers again

raided Shumishu.

EUROFEAN THEATER

On 29 May 252 RAF light aircraft effectively bombed coastal targets
from Cherbourg to Gravelines as well as lines of communication, radar
installations, and defenses in northern France and Belgium. Twenty-nine
lMosquitoes attacked Hannover with two-ton bembs.

More than 60 enemy bombers and reconnaissance aircraft operated over
the southern coast of England during the night, ceusing some damage.

One German airplane was deastroyed,

9th Alr Force missions totalling 657 planes bembed airfields at
Denain and Cambrai and ten bridges north of Paris during 30 May, dropping
709 tons of explosives. Results of the attacks on the airfields were
fair to good, and bridges at Meulan, Mantes, Conflans, Elbeuf and Pont
de 1'Arche were rendered unusable. There was no enemy oppositien.

Over half of the 1,025 escorted Sth Air Force heavy bombers which
took off on 31 May turned back because of unfavorable weather. The
primary targets hit were an airdrome at Luxeuil and rail yards at Scest,
Hamm, Oenabruck, and Schwerte. We lost one B-17 and four fighters; four
enemy fighters were destroyed.
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MEDITERRANEAN

1. During the night of 29-30 May, 37 RAF Wellingtons attacked an
enexmy alrdrome in Austria and twelve B-2L's successfully laid mines in
the Damube, northwest of Budapest. Light bombers attacked Civitanova,
the harbor at Ancona, a bridge at Chiaravalle and traffic in the Rome area.

The following dasy 950 medium, light and fighter bombers of the
Tactical Alr Force attacked towns, gun positions, and bivouac areas
southeast of Rome and lines of communication as far north as Modena.
Seventy-eight medium and light bombers attacked enemy concentrations and
communications in Yugoslavia as well as bridges at Pedaso and Fossombrone
in Italy. A total of 2,341 sorties were flown by all Air Ferces. Five
heavy bombers and five other aircraft are missing; 15 (probably 20)

enemy aircraft were destroyed.

2. 04l refineries at Ploesti were the target for 557 escorted
heavy bombers of the 15th Adlr Force on 31 May. More than 1,100 tons of
bombs were dropped with fair results despite an effective smoke screen.
Thirty-two tons were dropped on Turnu-Severin, Antiaircraft fire was
intense and acourate and some 50 to 75 enemy planes were encountered,
Our claims have not as yet been evaluated; 13 of our heavy bombers and
four fighters are missing.

EIGHTH
3+ During 31 May Britlsh PkféeArny troops near the pivet of the advance

gained ground through the hills, their patrols entering San Donato.
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Beyond the Idiri they reached Monte San Giovanni and captured Frosinone.
The French Colonials, despite strong opposition, passed over the crest
dominating the Sacco River Valley and crossed the stream north of Supino;
gains of five miles were reported at some ﬁointa.

American troops, attacking north of Velletri made a .ive-mile
advance and have surrounded that town. Other American units progressed
in this area; on the left flank the British advanced their line about

two miles to the northwest.
ASTATIC THEATER

1. During 2% May 27 US B-25's attacked communications at Mogaung,
Mohmyin and Bhamo. The next day demolitions were effected along tha
Imphal-Tiddim Road and railroads in northern Burma were bombed. Ninety-
six Alljed aireraft supported ground operations in western and northern

Burma.

2. During 29 May the Japanese recaptured Chiao-tou; Chinese troops
repulsed counterattacks east of Ta~tang-tsu. Southeast of Tengchung the
Chinese occupied Tinglungssu.

3. On 29 May lith Air Force P-LO's sank an enemy gun boat alonz the “
Siang River and harassed the enmemy im the Lushan and Nanchang areas.
On 30 May L8 fighter sorties were carried out in support of

Chinese ground troops on the Salween fromt. Nine B-25's destroyed “

warehouses at Lungling.
Twenty-two enemy planes caused minor damage and destroyed a
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grounded P-L0 at Hengyang. Other Japanese aircraft destroyed a gascline “
dump and three of our alrcraft on the Liangshan airfield.

PACIFIC AND SQUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

l. After the tank battle on the west face of our Molmer salient on
Biak Island early on 29 May, our forward units withdrew to defensive
positions during the afternoon. Our patrols found only small enemy parties
noerth and east of Bosnek and were pushing northward the next morning. In
the Maffin Bay area, US forces withdrew to positions near Maffin Village.

Satawan in the Carclines was successfully bombed on 29 May by
20 B-2li's which started large fuel fires, That night, four heavy patrol
bombers ralded Truk and Weleal., On 30 May weather prevented air cperations
over Biak JIsland, Medium and light bombers, however, supported our ground
forces at Maffin Bay while thes Hansa Bay and Wewalk areas were targets for
other aircraft of which 8L hit the latter targets. To the west, Timoeka
was attacked by 11 B-25's and an airdrome on Ambon was hit by nine

Australian bombers.

2. BSouth Pacific air forces continued their attacks against Rabaul
targets on 29 May, more than 100 bombers participating in the day's
operations. Bomber and fighter aircraft operated against targets on
Bougainville.

During 30 May US infantry and artillery established positions
on the north bank of the Tekessli River ocutside the Torocldna perimeter.
A Fiji patrol encountered the Japanese six miles north of the beachhead.
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A reconnaissance party landed on Tingwon (west of New Hanover)

without opposition and destroyed enemy fuel and ammunition.

3, Twenty-two Central Pacifioc Army and Navy heavy bombers attacked / J
Saipan Island (Marianas) on 29 May. Twelve Japanese flghters intercepted
and two were probably shot downj we lost one B-2lj, The same day 25 B-25's
dropped 29 tons of bombs cn Jaluit. Navy and Marine bombers and fighters
contimued their attacks against Wotje, Tarca and Milla.

LASTERN FRONT

There was no material change on the eastern front during 31 May

although German pressure north of Jassl continued.
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WESTERH HEMISPHERE

Late on 29 May, seven Army and Navy bombers attacked targets in
the Kurile Islands as far south as Matsuwa., Two large fires were

observed at Shumushu. A1l planes returned.

EUROPEAN THEATER

1. Single enemy bombers were sighted over Jan Mayen and Iceland

during 29 May. Antiaireraft scored hits on both planes.

2. The night of 26-29 May, 29k RAF planes dropped 1,423 tons of
bombs cn the railway center of Angers and gun batteries at Saint Martin
de Varreville, Mardyck and Eu. Thirty-six tons of borba wera dropped
on Ludwigshafen by 29 Mosquitces. Thirteen other RAF bombers, dispatched
to drop leaflets cver France, are missing.

During 29 May,; 390 medium and 101 light bombers of the 9th
Air Force dropped 770 tons on bridges, airdromes and special military
installations in Belgium and northern France; during these missions
bridges at Liege, Mons and Orival were destroyed. Of the 388 fichters
providing escort, LB dive-bombed antiaircraft positions in the Calais
area. In addition, 2Ll P-L7's dive-bombed five airfields in Brittany
with excellent resulta. One bomber and one fighter are missing from
these operations.

Bth Air Force missions, totalling 968 B-17's and B-2L's
escorted by 1,420 fighters were airborne on 30 May; targets attacked
were eneny airdromes at Halberstadt, Rotenburg, Oldenburg, Bad Zwischenahn,
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Handorf, and Diepholz; rallroad yards at Brussels, Troyes and Reims;
aireraft asserbly plants at Dessau, Oschersleben and Hnlbarat.nd:t.; and
military installations at Watten and Siracourt. Fair to excellent results
were reported. Our fighters, encountering between 100 and 200 enemy
fighter planes in the Magdeburg area, shot down 58 (probably 61) ensmy
aireraft and destroyed seven (probably eipght) cthers on the ground. We

lost 12 heavy bombers and nine fighters,

3. During the night of 27-28 May, 45 German long-range bombers
operated over the southern coast of England, dropping high explosive
and incendiary bombs and probably laying mines off the coast. Two of
the bopbs caused casualties in an American military camp at Dorchester.

The following night six eneny airoraflt made scattered raids

ovar southeastern England including an attack on an American airfield
near Norwich. The sams night 35 German long-range bombers reaching
the south coast of England under cover of returning Allied borbars, caused

some damage; one eneny plane was shot down.
LEDITERRANEAN

1, During the night of 2B8-29 May, FAF bombers dropped 98 tons
of bombs on port installations at Porto S8an Stefanc, and others attacked
the railroad scuth of Brenner Pass. Light bombers and fighters hit Rieti
and Civitanova and harassed communications in the battle zone. Strateglc
bomber operations for the 2l-hour period ending at 1800, 29 May, which
included the attacks against Austrian and Yugoslavian targets reported

e
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yesterday, set a new rocord with the dispatch of 931 bombers and 393
fighters.

That same day a total of 233 medium bombers of the Tactical
Adr Force destroyed the Bucine viaduct and attacked six railroad bridges
batween Terni and Florence and ancther at Viareggio. A4bout 1,000 medium
and light bombers and fighter planes attacked bridges, gun positions,
tanks, roads and treop concentrations in central Italy and flew armed
reconnalssance patrols and escort missions. Othér missions hit Marina
di Pisa and Portoferralc, and harassed traffic alcng the Dalmatian coast.

During this period less than 30 enemy planes operated over the
battle area.

On 30 May, 593 heavy bombers of the 151:.-!'1 Air Force escortad
by 225 fighters, were dispatched against six aircraft component factories
in the Vienna area and the yards at Zagreb in Yugoslavia. Bomb loads
aggregating 1,057 tons were dropped with results assessed at from good
to excellent. Two groups of P-38's, in addition to escort duties harassed
targets in the Bihac area. 0Of the 30 enemy alreraft encountered, eight

{probably 11) were destroyed; our losses wers five bembers and one fighter,

2. On 30 May, Italian troocps at the pivet of the advance had moved
forward to Monte Irto. British troops continued their rapid advance, reach-
ing the Liri at Sora and Isola; cther British units pushing into the
valleys bayond the ILiri reached Strangolagalli and approached to within
three miles of Frosinona.

On the Fifth Army front, French Colonials cleared Ceccanc
and advanced two mileas to the weast; moving toward the crest dominating
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the vallay of the Sacgo, they pushed a eolumn into Carpineto, Aseriesn
units were about one and cne=half miles from Valvwontone. On the left
flank British troops occupisd Ardea and reached a line conforming to the

forward positione of our armored units south of Albano.
ASIATIO THEATER

1. On the Salween front Chiness forces held Chimo-tou againat
Japannse attacks on 20 Koy and scored local gains northeast of Tengchung.
Tha following day Allied troops continoed to gu.i:.n in their
attacks to clear Myitkyina. In a flanking movement, a Chinese unit crossed
the Hamaing-Lonkin road and arrived three miles scuthwost of Nanyaseik.

There was local fighting on the west Burma front.

2. On 20 May, U1 mediun bombers mnd fightsrs desclishsd warehouses
at Mogaung, attacked raflroads in northermn Burea and boshed the Tiddim
Hoad. Other Allied planes harassed enesy installations and communicatlons
in westarn and northern Burma; they sat fire to an oil pipe line in
southern Burma. More than 350 effsctive sorties were reported,

More than 20 Japaness fighters were ongaged over the Falel
area on 29 ay by 1L Spitfires; one Allied ﬂ.aht-lr.m lost.

3. mwwh-&mmwumﬂwmm
attacked targets in support of Chinese ground forces in the Tengchung
area. Ten B-2li's dropped & total of 3l téns of bonbs en Wanling and
the Burma Road during the day. Two B-2L‘'s sank one 250-foot fredighter
and damaged another off Hainan Island. More than 90 sortiss were reported.

iy
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PACIFIC AND SOQUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1, During 20 May, 23 B-2l,'s bombed Woleai Island with excellent
results destroying two parked aireraft. The next day 96 medium and
light bombers struck again at gun positions and trocp concentrations
near Wewak, P-U7's assisting with machine-gun attacks. Support for ground
forces on Blak was provided by our heavy, medium and light bombers, B-2L's
dropping 80 tons on enemy positions while A-20's and B-25's hit tanks
and artillery. In nortlwest New Guinea 11 B-25's attacked Babo.

Fighting continued near the Maffin airstrip. Australian patrols
advanced six miles northwest of Bunabun reporting no contact, Our ground
troops landed at Boekisl and defeated the local garrison./ At Biak Island
no action was reported on the east flank but cn the west our infantry
was heavily engaged by a force estimated to be a reinforced battalion,
supported by tanks and naval guns; eight enemy tanks were destroyed as
were six of nine enemy fighters harassing our ground troops in this a.raa_.j

2, Bad weather during the night of 27-28 lay prevented all but
one harassing attack against Habaul. The following day a total of 1l2
South Pacific bombers and fighters hit threes air fields in this area
with good results. Fighters operating over Bougainville machine-gunned
supply areas, gun positions and barges. .

3. During 28 May, 161 Navy planes dropped over 50 tons on Wotje
Atoll; two of our planes erashed near Majuro. Ponape was heavily hit
by 76 medium and heavy bombers which dropped 101 tons on both airfislds,
supply; bivouac,; and town areas and Langar Island. Jaluit and Mille

-5 =






BT,

DEOLABSIFTED
MED 1-tt o= 6-8-70

received seven tons each from Navy missions.
EASTEZRN FRONT

With the axeception of local thrusts north of Vitebsk and renswed
Gerpan activity north of Jassy, the eastern front remainad generally

quiet on 30 May.
GENERAL

The War Department has reminded senior comranders that military
personnel involved directly or indirectly in allocaticn of Lend-Lease
material or credits will not be permitted to accept deccrations from
the foreign nations concerned. This prohibition does not affect personnel
involved ocnly in transport processing or servicing of such material.

For the time being, presentation of American decoraticns to membaers
of British armed forces, and acceptance cf British decoratiocns will be
restricted to awards for hercism or service directly connected with combat
operations,. Recommendatlions for all other awards to British military

personnel will be held in abeyance by the War Department.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

In the 8th Air Force operations on 28 May, B43 heavy aireraft
completed their bomb runs dropping an aggregate total of 1,927 tons
of explosives on the targets in the Lelpzig-tagdeburg area and on the
Cologne railway yards. Our leading elerents experienced the etrengest
German air reacticn in some time, 200 determined interceptors being
encountered over Kagdeburg; other combat wings met about 100 additional
planes. linety-eight (probably 129) planes were shot down and five
others destroyed on the ground. We lost 32 heavy bombers and 1l fighters.

During the day, in addition to providing part of the escort for
Bth Adr Force bombers, 9th Air Force planes flew more than 1,800 sorties
without encountering enemy air opposition. line hundred and forty-two
mediun and lighter bermbers dropped almost 1,200 tons of bombs on bridges
in the Liege and Paris areas and at Hasselt, Juvisy-sur-Orge and Rouen
and attacked Chateau-Terlinden (near Brussels), a fuel dump at Domfront,
rall yards at Amiens, and other targets.

On 29 May, almost 1,000 heavy bombers of the 8th Air Force, escorted
by 1,300 fighters, returned to the Continent to attack targets in Poland
and central and eastern Germany. Seven aircraft components and assembly
plants at Tutow, Leipzig, Kottbus, Sorau, Posen, and Kreisingen and a
synthetic oil plant at Polits, were bombed with cbserved effect in most
cases. Qur escorting fighters shot down 37 (probably 3%) German planes
and destroyed ancther 1L on the ground; 35 heavy bombers and ten fighters

are missing.
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During the past weak the number of Allied personnel saved by

alr-sesa rescue organisations passed the 1,000 mark.
UEDITERRANEAN

1. During the night of 27-28 May, Allied planes borbed roads in
tha Viterbo area. The next day, 368 Tactical Adr Force medium bombers
cantered affective attacks on an ammmnition dump and on enemy communi-
cations in the rﬂgiana of Terni, Arezzo, Pisa, Genoca and Civitanova.
One hundred and ninety-six fighters raided railroads in central Italy
and along the Adriatic. Three hundred and ninety-eight light bembers
and fighters closely supported our ground forces In the battle area,
Only 28 enemy aircraft were cbserved, cne being shot down. We lost
one medium bomber and three fighters.

The next day 880 escorted heavy bombers of the 15th Air Force
were dispatchad to attack hostile air installations in the Wiener-Neustadt
arsa and troop concentraticns in Yugoslavia. Airdromes at Wollersdorf
and Wiener-lisustadt and an aircraft factory received 1,700 tons of
sxplosives. About 200 enemy planes were encountersd, 66 (probably 80)
being shot down; 20 of our bombers and seven fighters are missing. Cne
wing of heavy bombars flew double sorties in support of Yugoslav Fartisans

without opposition or losses.

2. During 29 May, the Wm continued its advance through
the hills beyond Atina, reaching within one mile of Fontechiari as well

as tc the outskirts of Fontana Liri. Canadian troops were four miles
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from Frosinone while French Colonisls gained ground aleng their entire
front, reaching the cutskirts of Cecoanc.

Late on 28 Way, our forces in ths Artena area mopulsed Oersan
counterattacks. Stiff opposition has been met in the Velletri area;
however, the spearhead of the advance of our armored units is moving
arcund the southern slopes of the hill northwest of Velletri and
yoasterdny had driven to within three miles of Albano.

ASIATIO THEATER

1. Oparaticns on the Salwesn front during 27 ¥ay wers hindered
by weather. During 26 Eay, American and Chinese troops gained ground
in the southern part of Myitkyina and blocked the Japanese sscaps route
toc the scutheast. In the Mogaung Vallay Chinsse forcea captursed Sharaw
and meved on Tumbonghka (10 miles scutheast of Eamaing). On the Aspam
front, a Japeness attack in the northern part of Kchims was repulsed.
Around Imphal there was minor fighting and in the Arakan area Allied
troops captured an speny position two miles southeast of Taung Basar.

2. On 28 May, 10 B-2l;'s bombed Kaleymo whila Allied fighter
bombars attacked snemy positions in the Kchiza, Isphal and Yolrang areas.

3. During 27 May, 12 P-L0's, carrying rockets, sffectively attacked
& Japanese barracks area west of Sinyang and enemy inatallatlions at
Nanchang. Twelve others made a harasaing sweap free Yochow te Puchij
this formation was intercepted by about 15 enemy planes of which one
wan shot downj two of our fighters are missing. The naxt dgy 33

-3=-
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fighter sorties were flowm in support of Allied troops on the Salween
front; a bridge over the Shweli River, north of Tengchung was destroyed,
The Troop Carrier Squadron dropped 15 tons of supplies to Chinese forcas

near Kamien Pass during the day.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. During 20 May our forces in the Wakde area were encountering
resistance one mile south of the Maffin airstrip. US forces on the
eastern flank of our Biak Island beachhead have reached Soriari (one
and one~half miles east of Bosnek)., On the western flank they are
encountering strong opposition in the Mokmer and Parai areas and from
the high ground overlooking the coast. Patrols are being used to
dislodge Japanese troops in caves near Bosnek. Enemy strength on the
island is reported to be 8,000, Our ground forces are now established
at Bunabun Harbor.

During the night of 27-28 May, Allied bombers harassed enemy
positions in the Wewak area as well as targets on Woleai and at Truk.
The following day an enemy bomber caused a few casualties at Wakde.
Sixty-five Scuthwest Pacific medium, light and fighter bombers supported
our ground forces and continued their effective strikes on troop concen-
trations and supply dumpe in the Wewak area; heavy and medium bombers
attacked targets on the east coast of the Vogelkop Peninsula, two air-
fields on Noemfoor Island and Sercei on the scuth coast of Japen Island,
Nine B-2l's dropped 11 tons on oil installations at Boela (Ceram}.
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2. Bouth Pacific modium bosbers continued their harassment of
Babaul during the night of 27-28 May; the next day in 207 gorties, 92
tons of bombs were dropped on gun positions in that area, destroying
thres of thom. Four B-2L's hit the Tobers rumway during the day and
patrel bembers ralded New Ireland targets. Sixty-six Ay and Savy
bombara attacked targets in the Buka Pascage area and enesy installa-
tiona in scuthern Bougalnville.

On the night of 27-23 May scouting parties landsd cn the

westarn shore of the Gazelle Pendnsula and had sose brushes with tha

enemy .

3. Thres B~25's bombed Pagan Island (Marianas) on 25 May.

On 27 May, L5 B-25's dropped LS tons of borbe on storage
areas and gun positions at Jalult, and nine others machine-gunnsd
Ponape and Pakin Islands. Navy planes attacked Wotje and Mil1le with
five tona each during the day.

EASTERN FRONT

There was no change in the situntion cn the sastern front durlng

27 ¥ay. Active reconnalssance by both sides continues.
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

During the night of 27-28 May (target time), five Navy bombers
dropped bombs over Kakumabetesu (western Paramushire) and Shumushu

with unobserved results.

EUROPEAN THEATER

1. The scale of the Bth Air Force cperations on 27 May (previously
reported) against rail yards in the upper Fhine region, airoraft engine
factories at Strasbourg and Wolppy and coastal gun positions at Fecamp
and St. Valery is indicated by the fact that the 930 escorted heavy
bowbers making the attacks dropped an agpregate bombload of 2,154 tons.
The claims are L8 (probably 53) enemy aircraft destroyed; 2l heavy bombers
and six fighters are missing,

During the day more than 1,000 Allied planes operated over
northern France and along the channel coast delivering heavy blows at
French airdromes, rall centers, military objectives, radar installations,
and coastal batteries. That night 1,072 RAF bombers continued punishing
blows against Berlin, cross-channel batteries, the rail centers of Aachen
and Nantes, the airfield at Rennes and a German military camp 30 miles
east of Antwerp. Twenty-seven bombers are reported as missing from the

day's operations.

2. First reports of Bth Air Force operations on 28 May state that
1,023 heavy bombers escorted by 1,502 fighters were dispatched to attack
key German industrial, rail and supply installations. The symthetic oil
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refineries at Ruhland, Merseburg, Zeits, Magdeburg, and Lutzkendorf and the
military depot at Konigsborn were each attacked by twc combat wings,

the aircraft assembly and engine factory at Dessau was bombed by three
combat wings; one combat wing, using glide bombs, attacked the Cologne

rail yards reporting excellent results. Incomplete claims list nine

enemy aircraft destroyed and 35 heavy bombers missing.
MEDITERRANEAN

l. Cumulative casualties cof Allied forces in Italy follow:
Eilled Wounded Missing Total POW

V Corps (to 26 May) 305 1,472 216 1,993 80

Eighth (to 25 May)

% ) L,L5s 17,506 2,788 24,7k 6,205
Polish 663 2,9L3 3L3 3,9L9 60
Italian 15 Th L 96 9

Totals 5; 136 20, ge3 3,135 28,719 &, ET]-I»

Fifth g”ﬂ (Excl. ABF) (to 25 May)

EJESD 231@5 h:lﬂ? 3&:5142 ?;'DHF
British 3,119 11,587 L,8L7 22,553  3,3L6
French 3,282 13,234 1,114 17,632 5,069
Italian 186 K13 L83 1,082 9

Totals 12,837 51,931 11,011 75,809 15,483

Anzio Beachhead ( to 25 May)

Us 3,149 12,134 3,891 19,174  L,2L2
British 1,723 7,763 L,581 1,067 1,LL2

L,672 19,897 8,472 332l 5,684
Grand Totals 23,150 93,823  22,B84 139,837 27,521

e —
B

2. During the night of 26-27 May, 52 medium and light bombers
attacked road nets around Rome. The next day, the 15th Air Force operations,
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as reported yesterday, included attacks of T9L tons on the rail yards

at Avignon, Mimes, and Marseille; 514 tons on airdromes at Salon and
Montpellier, and 61 tons on the Yugoslavian port of Raszanei. Of the

753 heavy bombers dispatched, 688 made the attacks, HNearly 500 medium
bombers and more than 700 lighter aircraft of the Tactical Air Force
made heavy attacks against bridges, roads and railways in central Italy
and in the battle areas. Coastal planes bombad targets in Yugoslavia
and on the west coast of Italy, and sank a ship off the Dalmatian coast.
Eighty—-ons enemy aircraft were encounterad over the battle areas. Eight
(probably 10) were shot down and two others destroved con the ground; our

losses were seven B=2l's and 12 fighters.

3., Heavy bomber formations, totalling 138 B-2l's with LO P-tits
as escort were dispatched on 28 May to bomb Turin railroad yards. Finding
that target completely overcast, 67 bombers attacked the harbor at Genca
a.mi 37 others hit the Vercellil rail yards, northeast of Turin.
liinety-five P-38's, in support of Yugoslavian Partisan cpera-
tions, harassed targets in the Bihac-Liwno-Banjaluka area. Eighteen
enmny planes were destroyed on the ground; two other planes were shot

down without losa.

L. The Allied armies in Italy made slow but steady progress
during 20 May. MNew Zealand troops occuplied Atina and crossed the Melfa
River beyond that towm. Indian units ﬁ‘fl;h!d forward in the hills north-
east of Arce and Canadéans were well across the Liri west of Ceprano.
French Coloniale cleared the Qermans from the south bank of the Sacco
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River from its confluence with the Liri to Castro dei Volseci.
Our VI Corps extended its gains near Artena and Velletrl and

cut the Ansio-Albanc road.

ASIATIC THEATER

1. On 26 May on the Salween front the Chinese were advancing west-
ward following the capture of Ta-tang-tzu. The enemy cccupled Kail-tou
but unsuccessfully attaclked Chai-tou (32 miles northeast of Tengchung).
There was considerable fighting in the Pingka area during the day. Increased
difficulties are being encountered on the mountain trails because of heavy
rains and ice, and the rising Salween River la hindering trocp crossings.

During 27 May our troops were fighting in the southern part
of Myitkyina., To the north our forces prevented the Japanese from
reinforcing their garrison from the wecst. One Chinese column by-passed
Kamaing and crossed to the west bank of the Mogaung River six miles
southeast of that town; other Chinese troops are moving south along the
Lasi River. British troope have established a roadblock 12 miles scuth
of Jessami on the trail to Kharasom. In the Bishenpur area there was

heavy fighting as the British advanced from the socuth.

2. During 27 May, nine B-2Li's bombed Pakokim with 27 tons of
explosives and six others attacked Nyaunga  with 18 tons. Poor weather
limited Tactical Air Force missions during 25 and 27 May to 2 small

mmber of sorties over the Kohima-Imphal area.

3. Two B-25's of the ljth Air Force damaged a 100-foot tanker
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north of Swatow cn 26 May. Twelve P-l0's, on & sweep of the Tungting
Lake region, were attacked by 12 to 16 Japanese fighters; two P-l0's
ware lost. Chinese-American P-L0's attacked Singtze in the Yangtze

River area.

L. ©On 17 May, the Ledo Hoad had been graded for 16l miles except
for a few gaps totalling three miles; it had been metallad for 133 miles
axcept for paps of seven miles. One hundred and forty-two miles of the
pipe line have been lald and it is in operation for 122 miles, with nine

pumping stations in operation.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. Later reports of our 27 May landing on Biak Island reveal that
two US regimental combat teams established a beachhead two miles wide
with forward elsrents at Mandon, two miles west of Bosnek. BEight light
and medium artillery pleces were captured. Twelve escorted enemy bombers
attacked Allisd vessels off the beachhead during the afternoon; one of
the attackers crashed on a submarine chaser setting the boat afire. Five
(probably six) enemy bombers and four enemy fighters were shot dowm,
Allied bombers, ineluding 103 B-2li's, supported the landing, dropping
more than 260 tons of borbs while RAAF P-L0's provided the air cover.

In other air action during the day Allied bombers and fighters
harassed the enemy isclated between Hansa Bay and Kairiru Island. Twenty-
two heavy and medium bombers attacked Babo and Otawiri airfields,
destroying or damaging six grounded aircraft and scoring a hit on a sea
t-mk.nff the coast. Twelve Dutch B=251g dastroyed fuel dumps at

-5=
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Soe Village (Timor).

2. Twenty South Pacifie B-25's attacked enemy stores and dumps
in the Habaul area on 20 May starting large fires. Other medium and
fighter bombers caused demolitions on Duke of York Island, New Ireland,

and Bougainvills,

3. HNine B-25's of the Tth Air Force bombed pun positions and a
warehouse at Ponape on 26 May. Jaluit, Wotje and Mille were alsc hit
during the day by Navy bombers.

EASTERN FRONT

There were no significant changes on the eastern front during

28 May.
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A total of six Navy planes bombed and photographed an enemy airfield
on central Shumushu on the night of 23-24 May, starting one large and

many small fires,

EUROPEAN TIDATER

During the early moming of 26 May, an unidentified plane was heard
south of Jan lMayen Island. lLate that night, & southbound two-engine
hostile plane was observed over the northeast coast of Iceland,

During 25 May, 260 RAF bombers dropped 150 tons of explosives on
twelve targets in northwestern France, Chievres receiving 85 tons of this
total, Bth Adr Force operations for 26 ley were cancelled because of
unfavorable weather in the target areas. Two hundred sixty-five D-26's
of the 9th Adr Force attacked the Chartres sirdrome with 258 tons and
highway bridges at Poissy and Vernon with 256 toms. Seventy-three A-20's
bombed the Beaumont-sur-Qise landing fisld with 72 tons. Eighty-three
dive bombers attacked alrdromes at Evreux, Cormeilles and Greil and the
Oissel railroad bridge with a total of 79 tons of bombs; 16 P-38's raided
the Le Manolr rallroad bridge. Thirteen (probably 15) ememy planes wers
destroyed on the ground during these operations. The night of 26-27 uay,
in addition to extensive ses-mining operations off the narthwestern
ma:qt of France and Holland, 30 Allied planes hit Ludwigshafen with 51
tens and 17 other alrcraft harassed rallway centers at Lison and jachen
ﬂiﬂ; 32 tonms,
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Bth Alr TForce heavy bombers returned tc sction on 27 May and attacked
seven rail yards in the Ssar region at Ludwigshafen, Mannheim, Karlaruhe,
Strasbourg, Konz-Karthaus, Saarbrucken and Neunkirchen, aircraft engine
factories at Strasbowrg and Wolppy, and coastal gun installations at
Fecamp and St. Valery. Oerman fighter reaction was strong in the
Ludwigshafen area but weak elsewhere, Preliminary fighter claims are 45
enemy alrcraft destroyed; 24 of our heavy bombers and seven fighters are

unreported.

OIS

L During the nlght of 25-26 May, 126 Allied aircraft attacked the
road through Viterbo with 110 tons, motor transport around Rome, and the
toms of Valmentone, Atina and Ancona. The next day, operations of the
15th Alr Force (reported yesterday) included ettacks by a total of 687
escorted heavy bombers which dropped 1,644 tons of explosives on reilroad
yards in southern France, the Var River bridge at Mce, and troop con~
centrations in Bihac, Yugoslavia,

Tactical aircraft flew more than 1,500 sorties during the day,
contimuing their close suppart of owr advancing ground troops., Four
hundred seventy—one medium bombers effectively hit key road and rail
Junctions, bridges and viaducts, in central Italy, cantering their attacks
around Foggibonsi, Viterbo, and Valmontone. More than 1,000 fighter
bombers ranged the battle areas, concentrating on ememy troops, motor
transport, ammunition dumps and targets of opportunity. Other aircraft
supported Partisan cperations in the Bihac area and continued their

L
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raids on enemy communications along the Italian west coast. During
this period, about 60 enemy aircraft operated over the combat zonse,

18 of which bombed the Cassino-Rapido River area during the night,

A total of 31 (probably 35) epemy planes were destroyed during the day
for a loss of six heavy, two medium, and two light bombers and 11
fighters,

Escorted heavy bombers of the 15th Air Forece in formations
totalling 554 B-24's and 139 B-17's were dispatched on 27 May to
attack airdromes at Salon and Montpellier and rall yards at Avignon,
Mmes, and Marseille.. Initlal reports state that targets were well
covered and one (probaoly three) of some 30 enemy sirecraft encountered

were dsstroyed; five heavy bombers are missing,

2., The total tonnmage of bombs dropped by the Mediterranean Allied

Mr Forces during May exceeded 40,000 tons on 27 May.

3. The Allied Armles continued their advances all aleng the
Italian battle line during 27 May. In the Eighth Army sector New
Zealand troops occupied Belmonts and probed three miles to the northwest.
Strong enemy rearguard positlons south and east of Arce were being assaul-
ted by British ground units, supported by armor. Canadian troops crossed
the Liri and captured Ceprane. On the Fifth Army front the French con-
tinued their rapid advance and at last report had pushed along the high
ground to & point two miles west of Ceccano. The American II Corps
cccupled high ground north of Roccagorga and Sesze, and owr VI Corps
continued to broaden its fromt, Notable galns were mads in the Artena-
Velletrl area, and some of our troops are now north of the road comnnecting

.
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the two towns. British elements on the western end of the trans-Ttalian
battle line also improved their positions,

ASTATIC THEATER

1, During 25 May, one Allied column on the Salween front was re-
ported to be just north of Chiang-tso (20 miles northeast of Tengchung);
another occupied Kai-tou (26 miles northeast of Tengchung). On the
southern flank, & Chinese combat team has occupied Hopang and is advancing
on Kunlong. Five complete divisions and elements of five others are
across the Salween River. In spite of stiff Japanese resistance, our
forces in the Myitkyina area continued their attacks and made scme
progress during 26 May, In the Mogaung Valley, & Chimese battalion
has captured Warong &nd other Allied units made local gains on both sides
of the river, There was no change in the general situstion on the Kohims
front during the day. In the Imphal area, a British brigade has cleared
the enemy from Moirang &nd now holds a road block at that point on the
Tiddim Road, Fighting continues mear Bishenpur and to the north. On the
drakan fromt, patrols were active; in the upper Kaladan Valley Allied
units were withdrawing to Mowdok, where they will be reinforced.

2. During 26 May, Chinese-American fighters over the Yangtze and
YTellow Hiver areas destroyed three loaded troop barges and three supply
barges on the Yangtze and raided motor transport around Loyang. Two
medium bombers hit Pinglu, on tha Yellow River, starting many fires.
Unfavorable weather prevented 14th Alr Force support of Chinese troops
on the Salween front,
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1. GSince the start of our campalgn in the Admiralty Islands,

3,455 Japamese dead have been buried; 89 priscners hawe bean taken.

Qur forces in the Maffin Bay area contimued their advance to
the west during 26 May. Large stores of food, ammunition and clothing
were captured at Maffin Villape.

Our air attacks on troop concentrations and installations at
Wewak continued, 107 medium and fighter-bomber sorties being flown
during the day, To the west Manokwari was bombed by 20 5-24's; medium
bombers raided bulldings and jetties and sank & schooner at Dobo (Arce

Islands).

2. A totsl of 108 South Pacific bombers and fighters concentrated
on enemy installations in northern Bougainville and the Buka Passage
area durdng 25 May. Twenty-three heavy, medium and fighter bombers
attacked the Rabaul area of New Britain and 34 Navy planes bombed the

Kevieng (New Ireland) rumway and gun positions.

3. Twenty-two Central Pacific planes again pounded sntiaircraft
batteries and a radio station on Jaluit Atoll during 25 May. Sixty-
three other planes, including 11 B-25's, repeated their attacks on the
Wotje Atoll with some 30 tons of sombs; one fighter was lest in these
operations, Eight B-25's attacked the new airfield on Ponape.

EASTERN FROND

Opposing forces on the eastern front have been engaging in vigorous
reconnalssance, particularly around Vitebsk and between Lwow and Tiraspol.
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

During the night of 25-26 May (target time) two Aleutian-based
pombers raided Shwmshu and another island to the south in the Kurlle

chain. WMo enemy opposition was reported.
EUROPEAN THEATER

1. A German plane was sighted over Jan Mayen Island on the morning

of 25 May flying a southeasterly course.

2. During 2l May, 600 RAF bombers attacked airfields, rail centers

and other military objectives in northern France, expending over 300
tons of explosives and LOO rocket projectiles. That night LO6 bombers
blasted the rail center at Aachen with 2,243 tons of explosives; 263
others hit the motor assembly plants at Antwerp and four coastal batteries
with an aggregate bombload of 1,302 tons. Fourteen Mosquitoes harassed
Berlin, Twenty-seven bombers are missing.

. Later reports on our 8th Air Force activity for 25 May indicate
that BLS heavy bombers carried the attacks, dropping a total of more
than 2,100 tons of explosives. MNine (probably 11) enery planes were
destroyed in the air and three additional en the ground; we lost four
heavy bombers and 12 fighters.

During the day, 216 medium and light bombers of the 9th Air
Force attacked four Belgian railroad bridges (three near Liege) and two
landing fields in northeastern France with a total borbload of 386 tonsj
two B-26's were lost to antiaircraft fire. In addition, 288 escorted

i
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P-i7's dive-bombed the railroad between Tirlemont and Ghent and aix
rallroad bridges in Belgium and northeastern France with 193 tons of
explosives; one P-L7 was destroyed by antiaireraft fire. No combat

missions were flown by the Bth Air Force on 26 May.

MEDITERRANEAN

1, Allied medium bpmbers attacked the Valwontone road net during
the night of 2L~25 May. In the bombing missions against commnications
in Italy and railroad yards in southern France on 25 May, 527 escorted
heavy borbers of the 15th Air Foree dropped 1,481 tons of explosives.
Allied Tactical aircraft continued their support of ground units through-
cut the day., One hundred and forty-six B-25's concentrated on hichways
and rail lines between Florence and Rome while 178 B-26's effectively
hit roads and bridges throughout the battle areas. Fifty-four medium
and light bombers attacked bridges along the Adriatic coast. Supply
dumps, linss of communication, troop concentrations and enemy motor
transportation in the battle aresas were targets for more than 1,L00
lighter aireraft. Nore than 800 motor wehicles wers destroyed and at
least as many damaged. 4 total of 2,21l Tactical and Coastal sorties
ware flown during the day; two bombers and nine fighters are missing
from thesa cperations. Ninety-one German sorties were reported over
the battle areas; twenty enemy alrcraft were destroyed in the air and
three on the ground.

On 26 May, Tu3 escorted 15th Air Forece heavy bombers were
dispatched to attack communicaticn targets in the Lycn area, southem

o
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France and near Bihac, Yugoslavia. At St. Etienne, Nice, Chambery,
Urenchble and Lycon accurate attacks were made on rail yards; the Var
fdver bridge at Nice was hit with five tons. Twenty-four P-38's
machine-gunned the Zemunik airfield in Yuposlavia during the day. Seven
of cur heavy bombers are missing.

Early on 25 May, a Geruan attack on Oeneral Tito's headquarters
was made with airborne troops, supported by borbers. The situation is

not clear.

2. During 26 May, ocur advance contimued. Monti Cairo was ocoupied
by the Foles, and Terelle and Castrocielo by British troops. The Eighth
Army advanced four miles beyond the Melfa Hivar but was being slowed up
by mines and demolitions. ©Scuth of the Liri the French Corps, after
breaking down the remnants of enemy resistance, mopped up San Giovarnni
and established itself on Montl San Cataldo, Monti Solo, Castro dei
Volscl, and Amaseno. Our II Corps extendéd 1ts gains, reaching the
Amaseno REiver and the ocutskirts of Fiperno; moving through the hills
east of the Pontine Marshes it also ccoupled Sezze. Armored elements
of our Beachhead Forca reached Artena from which point it commanded the
Via Casilina at ';rulmntnnn, while the mass of the effcrt of the Beachhead
Force was being exerted westwards along the Via Appia t.u'lmrd.! Rome
advance elements were jJust south of Velletrl.

Many prisoners have been taken; in one case a whole battalion
gurrendared to one of our divisions. Since 11 Msy the Fifth Army has
captured 12,000 prisoners.
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ASIATIC THEATER

1. During 25 May more than 100 fighter bombers raided railroad
and river communications in scuthern Burma and attacked eneny positiens
along the western and northern battle fronts. One of about 20 enemy
planes .angngad over the Imphal area was shot down for a leoss of one
Allied fighter.

2. On 2L May, part of a Japanese force that had been encircled at
Ta-tang-teu broke out of the Chinese lines and were being pursued to
the west. Fighting continued in the Myitkyina region, Chinese and American
forces making some gains north of the town; Japanese attempts to reinforce
the Myitkyina garriscn from the west were stopped by owr troops at Namiowd,
There were no significant changes in the Mogaung Valley or the Kchima

area. Ancther enemy attack was repulsed scuth of Bishenpur.

3. During the three-day pericd, 23 to 25 May, inclusive, lLth
Air Force fighter bombers rendered close support to Chinese troops
by dropping supplies, machine-gunning roads arcund Loyang and attacking
Yangtze River traffic. On the 25th, six B-25's damaged the Dara bridge,
in Thailand; four other medium bombers scored hits on rail installaticns
at Van Tral and Phw Dien Chau and on a mill at Nam Dinh, in French Indo-
China, Two B-24's sank two medium-sized freighters in low-altitude
attacks off Halnan Island.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS
1. During 25 May. patrcle in the Hollandia area reported only slight
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contact, In the Wakde regicn, our troops reached Kaffin village in their
advance toward Sarmi. Patrols reported contact with the enemy east of
the Tementoe Creek and one and cne-half miles scuth of the Teor River
mouth.

Early todsy our troops, with naval and air support, nade a
successful landing at Bosnek on Biak Island. Hostile fire was encountered

but the landing is proceeding on schedule. Casualties were light.

2. During 25 May, Bivouac areas and enemy installations north of
Wewak, st Mushu Island and along the Sepik River area were targets for
a total of 115 planes. Heavy bombers attacked Manckwari, Mokmer (on

Biak Island), Sarmi, and the Orai River area (west of Wakde).

3. On 2L May, targets in the Rabaul area, including antiaircraft
gun positicns and trucks were attacked by 111 Army and Havy borbers and
fighters. The Buka airfield, and Bougainville targets were attacked 't::,rr

more than 50 planes,

L. Three B-2L's raided Ponape on 2L Kay. Wotje Atcll was attacked
throughout the day by L8 Navy and Marine bombers, dropping over 13 tons
on the radie station, an antiaireraft position, ammunition magasines
and buildings. Twenty-one B-25's and two Navy bombers hit Jaluit during
the day with 22 tons.

EASTERN FRONT

The Germana hold bridgeheads on the east bank of the Dnestr, 19
miles northwest of Tiraspol.
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

Two Navy planes bombed enemy installaticns in central Shumushu
during the night of 24-~25 May.

EUROPEAN THEATER

The 1,111 HAF bombers which operated during the night of 22-23 lUay
concentrated more than 3,500 tons of bombs cn Dortmund, Ludwigshafen,
Brunewick, Le Mans and railway centers in ncrthern France and Belgium.
The next day, 159 EAF planes attacked enery radar installations in
northern France with L2 tons of explosives and 350 rcckets. Sixty-nine
others hit the Le Havre coastal defenses and Dinard airfield while light
and fighter bombers raided railway traffic in northwestern France. On
the night of 23-2}; May, Dortrund and Berlin were harassed by 39 Mosquito
bombers.

Further reports cn 8th Air Force cperations on 2l May indicate that
877 heavy bombers dropped a total of 2,312 tons of explosives and incen-
diaries on Berlin and on four French airdromes; three targets of opportunity
were hit with 131 tons of bombs from 59 other heavy planes. Nearly LOO
enemy fighters were encountered by our formations which shot down 62
(probably 93); two others were destroyed on the ground. We lost 33
B-17's and 20 fighters.

During the same day, railway bridges at Beaumont-sur-0Oise, Verberie,
and at Creil were attacked by 131 fighter bombers of the 9th Air Force
which used 56 tons of explosives; three enemy aircraft were encountered

in the air and were shot down and ancther was dastroyed on the ground.
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In other 9th Air Force operations, L34 medium and light bombers
hit seven French airfields with nearly 800 tons of bombs, Gun positicns
at Etretat, Barfleur and Etaples, and objectives at DHeppe were the
targets for 231 other bombers which dropped an aggregate bombload of
37L tons. P-47's dive-bombed three airdromes, six military installa-
ticns, and two railroad targets. No bombers were lost but four fighter
bombers are missing.

On 25 May, 1,013 heavy bombers of the Bth Air Force, escorted by
91l fighters, were airborne to attack railway yards in northwestern
Europe, a French airdrome, and gun positions along the coast. Fourteen
combat wings bombed railway yards at Sarreguemines, Thionville, Metsz,
Hlainville, Mulhouse, Troyes, Belfort, Liege, Brussels and Montigny.
Ancther combat wing concentrated on Liege railroad station obtaining
observed effect. The Nancy-Essey airdrome was attacked by two corbat
wings with excellent results. Coastal gun positions at Fecamp and St.
Valery were targets for Sl heavy aircraft.

MEDITERRANEAN

1. During the night of 22-23 May, an Allied foree mades a successful,
unopposed landing on Mljet Island off the Dalmatian coast. Our planes
furnished air support the next morning and the enemy was surrounded by
0900; further details have not been received.

2. During the night of 23-2) May, 92 Allied bombers maintained
their attacks on the enemy's road net in the battle area. The next
day while the 15th Air Force was concentrating on central Eurcpean and

-
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Balkan targets (alresdy reported), 299 B-25's and B-26's attacked German
communications and supply dumps from Florence to Sulmona and eritical
road junctions in the battle area; 784 light and fighter bombers hit
targets throughout the battle area and north of Rome, Allied fighters
flew escort patrols, fighter sweeps and carried out reconnaissance
missions. During the day more than 600 enemy motor trucks were destroyed
or damaged. Approximately 66 enemy aircraft were encountered, three of
which were destroyedi; three medium bombers and seven fighters are missing.
A total of 2,946 sortles were flown by &ll air forces.

In 15th Alr Force operations on 25 May, 710 escorted B-17's
and B-24's were dispatched to bomb targets in southern France and north-
eastern Italy. Attacks were made on rail yards at Iyons, Carnoules,
Amberieux and Civors, the airdrome at Piacenza, the Porto Marghera ocil
storage area, and on Monfalcone harbor. FPreliminary claims indicate
that eight (probably ten) enemy aircraft were shot down; 17 of our

bombers and one fighter are missing.

3. During 25 May, Piedimonte was cleared of the enemy. British
armored units, by-passing the Polish Corps, report Castrocielo clear.
In a general advance toward the Melfa River, other British units estab-
lished another bridgehead beyond the stream near its junction with the
Liri. The French in hard fighting reached San Qiovanni and Pastena in
an advance along their entire front, making a maximum gein of five miles
when they captured Monti Rotondo.

Our IT Corps, moving over the mountains, was within two miles
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of Piperno. General Devers reports that after our forces had met south-
east of Littoria the entire Pontine Marsh area was found to be clear of
the enemy. Our troops are at the foot of the hills to the northeast
with elements in the outskirts of Sezze.

The Beachhead Force renewed its attacks, fanned ocut to the
north and northwest, and captured Cisterna. Ite armored elements moved
seven miles towards Valmontcne from which town they were, at last report,

aight miles distant; they alsc advanced to within three miles of Valletri.

ASIATIC THEATER

1. During 23 May, five B-2l;'s borbed Homalin while three cther
heavy bombers attacked the Indaw railroad yards. The next day Allied
light aireraft attacked targets in support of ground operations in

wastern Burma and harassed eneny airfields.

2, Allied forces contimied to make satisfactory progress in the
Myitlgina region on 2l May. Japanese advances north of the town and
toward the airdreme were repulsed. On the main froent east of the
Mogaung Chinese troops continued their eastward flanking action through
Wara; west of the river they scored local gains. In western Burma heavy
fighting was reported along the Imphal-Tiddim rcad. British troops
repulsed Japanese attacks south of Bishenpur. Other Allied units recap-
tured a hill near Tengnoupal, after heavy fighting.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS
1. In the Maffin Bay area, during 2l May, cur troops, supported
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by tanke, artillery and fighter alrcraft, reached Tirfoam Creek two

miles west of the Tor River. Active patrelling continued st Hollandia

and Aitape. A total of 192 mediws, light and dive-bombers hit targets
along the Sepik River and the coast north of Wewak, dropping 92 tons

on pun positions, bivouacs and buildings. Gixteen fighter bombers haraseed
the Hansa Bay area. A-20's bombed the Kamiri and Namber airdromes on
Noemfoor Island, destroying eleven aircraft on the ground. Four Dutch
mediums bombed and machine-gunned Soemba Island, destroying several

buildings while four others destroyed a small vessel in the Tanimbars.

2. On the night of 22-23 Vay, four B-25's raided Rabaul. The next
day 119 bombers attacked gun positions and buildings in that area. In &1
sorties, fighter bombers destroyed a float plane near Buka and attacked

targets in Bougainville.

3, Bad weather caused cancellatlion of most Central Pacific missions
for 23 May. However, eight mediums and five heavy bombers attacked gun
positlions and both airfields on Ponape with good effect.

A search plane scored direct hits cn a radic weather statien
and destrcyed a housing area on Puluwat Island. Incendiary bombs were

dropped on buildings on Fuo (Hall Islands).

EASTERN FRONT

There were no significant changes on the eastern front during

25 May.
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

Two B-25's sank a Japanese auxiliary vessel in a low-level attack
off Paramushiro on 23 May. That night a single Navy bomber attacked

central Shumushu.

EUROPEAN THEATER

Further details on the 8th Air Force attacks of 23 May list the
railroad yards at Metz, Saarbrucken, Neunkirchen, Epinal, Bayon, Chaumont
and seven airdromes as attacked by 812 heavy bombers; the aggregate bomb
load dropped during these operations exceeded 2,200 tons. Only about 30
enemy fighters were observed. One German plane was probably destroyed;
we lost six heavy bombers and four fighters. Seventy-three medium bombers
of the 9th Air Force dropped a total of 1L2 tons of borbs on an airdrome
and two coastal batteries. Five P-30's were lost in dive-bombing cpera-
tions against French railroad targets.

In Bth Air Force operations on 2l May, 1,097 heavy bombers, escorted
by about 1,200 fighters, were sent to attack the Oerman capital and three
airdromes in the Paris area. Berlin was effectively bombed by nine combat
wings of B-17's; airfields at Melun, Orly and Poix were attacked by seven
eombat wings of B-2li's which reported fair to pood bomb patterns. Heavy
fighter opposition was encountered over Barlin; our losses were 32 B-17's
and 15 fighters.

As a result of air-sea rescus operations carried cut by the 8th and
9th Adr Forces during March and April, all or part of the crews of 54 of
the 129 planes known or believed to have gone down at sea were saved.
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MEDITERRANER)

1. During the night of 22-23 May, 65 Allied bombers concentrated
133 tons of explosives on two key points along the Via Casilina while
24 HAF bombers attacked other vital road junctions in the enemy's rear.
In addition to the direct support given the Allied offensive in Italy
on 23 May by the Strategic missions reported yesterday, Tactical alreraft
flew 1,110 sorties on similar missions. Enemy communications in the
battle areas were the primary targets for these operatlms. Ten
(probably 12) enemy aircraft were destroyed in the air and on the ground;
our losses for the day were one heavy bomber and five fighters.

The 15th Air Force on 24 May dispatched 792 escorted heavy
bombers on long-range missions. Attacks, during which 1,658 tons were
dropped, were carried out against aircraft factories at Vienna,
Munchendorf, and Zagreb, the Avisio viaduct, an airdrome near Graz, and
the towns of Wallersdorf, Bad Voslau and Neunkirchen, We destroyed 55
(probably 76) ensmy planss for & loss of 25 planes.

2, During 24 May Canadian armored units passed through the lines,
pushed down the Via Casilina, and crossed the Melfa River while other
Canadian troops almost completed the encirclement of Pontecorvo. FPolish
troops were still fighting in Pledimonte. The Fremch Corps threw a
rested division into the attack which, in stiff fighting, drove to
within two miles of San Giovannl and Pastena. On their left the French
reached Monti Piszuto but after their troops had been driven off by an enemy
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counterattack American troops recaptured the hill. American units also
widened their salient in the hills north of Sonnino. On the extreme
left our II Corps occupied Terracina and advanced three miles beyond;
a late report states that its reconnaissance units pushed across the
Pontine Marshes and made contact with troops from the beachhead foree
today.

At the beachhead cur VI Corps was on its initial objectivesa

and had surrounded CGisterna.

ASTATIC THEATER

l. On 21 May, Mozaung was attacked by 13 B-25's with over 20 tons
of bombe while other medium bombers and fighters supported Allied ground
forces on the Myitlyina and other fronts., That night a B=2) borbed the
Mandalay railroad yards. Operations during the next two days were curtailed

by unfavorable weather.

2. Heavy fighting continued in the Lyitlkyrdina area during 23 May;
Chinese forces repulsed several Japanese attacks at Zigyun. In the
Mogaung Valley, local gains were made north of Sharaw and scuth of Wala.
Chinese troops occupied Wara and were five miles south of that towmn.

There was considerable fighting in the Bishenpur area.

3. 1hth Air Force operations during 22 May included 7l fighter
sorties from our eastern bases against Japanese installations, ship-
ping and other targets in the Yangtze River area. Near Sienning, eight
P-lj0's were intercepted by 12 enemy fighters and shot down one (probably

-3
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three) without lose. Chinese-dAmerican fighters supported operations
in the Yellow River area and destroyed two Japanese fighter planes in
a sweep along the Yangtze; one plane is missing. Operations on the

fellowing day were prevented by weather.

ly. A report fror the Southeast Asia Comrand states that, during
the week ending 20 May, the Eastern Air Command flew 5,000 sorties of
which the US Army Air Force flew 2,200. From 11 May to 15 May inclusive,
the Troop Carrisr Command flew 1,061 sortiee, moving L,567 tons of

supplies and 12,955 men; 1,4l casualties were evacuated.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. Our outpost at Naparake (30 miles southeast of Aitape) was
forced to withdraw on 23 May. In the Wakde area our forces were extend-
ing the bridgehead west of the Tor River against little enemy resistance.

During the night of 22-23 May, five B=2lL's raided Manolkwari
and Kamiri. Although operaticns on 23 May were limited because of un-
favorable weather, A-20's destroyed a gun position and a small boat in
the Biak Island area and a patrolling B-2l sank a 1,800-ton vessel
northwest of Manokwari. Thirty-two A-20's unable to reach Wewak destroyed

trucks and started fires near Awar.

2. South Pacific B-25's continued their harassing attacks on the
Habaul area during the night of 21-22 May. The next day 79 Army and
Navy hombers were again over the northern Gazelle Peninsula, concentrating
on the northern coast and at Talili Bay. Other U5 planes demclished

s




FHILIFFINE 1§
[Misdaman i)

R |

GAROLINE o

MARIANAS

frot P2 P e

BCALL ©F

Fas

L Tre—

-
a
: B
' o Munsagusag | T
-
o Agrinan L
-
- # g
I s , Mlgmegas |
- Gugran i,
-
3 s —
demishan =
B Madinille |
- Saign |
J Tenins lf T
"o |
"
anlinte L
L
Gaam
Rl
=
[HEE
= R
Fain | Balere
- 5
a Wgeim b Jeevainn W s h'}\; ".I:-'-:".'I‘D
kR |
g S i et Fupn L iy |
: 2 Fuiny ||' Toul I8 oy
wa : .
iam b :—- - [T : L™ ﬁé%
Ewsriplh i
Palwsad i
: n L I : - i [ L a Ll n L]
R




DECLASSIFIED
Bgn Letter, H-3-72

buildings on Duke of York Ialand, and targets on Dyaul Island and Beugain-

ville.

3. In a coordinated aerial assault, Central Pacific aireraft, flying
over 200 sorties, dropped 230 tons of bombs cn the Wotje Atcll during
22 May. Includsd in these strikes were 55 B-2L and 57 B-25 sorties by
the Tth Air Force. GOixteen bombers hit the radlo station at Mille. On

23 May, nine B-2L's bombed the runway at Rota Island in the Marianas.
EASTERN FRONT

No significant changes were reported from the eastern front during
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EUROFEAN THEATER

An eastbound enemy alrplane was sighted north of Jan Mayen Island
early on 22 May.

8th Air Force bombers in the 22 May attacks against Kiel and
Siracourt dropped 959 tons of bombs. About 360 fighters were encountered,
100 of them over Kiel; our escorting fighters provided excellent support
in dispersing them. Bridges at Hasselt and Liege were bombed with over
LO tons by 13L P-LT7's.

In 9th Air Force operations that day, 252 B-26's distributed LBT
tons of bombs on three cross-channel gun positions and the airdromes
at Cormeilles and Besuvais; 68 light bombers hit the Evreux airdrome
with 70U tons. Three hundred and seventeen fighters dive-bombed railroad
yards at Tours, Bethune, Beaumont-sur-Oise, Creil, Aerschot, Tournai
and Lens. There was no anﬂ!‘r‘.’yuair reaction to these operations; twe A-20's
and two P-li7's failed to return.

During the afterncon of 22 May, more than LOO RAF fighters attacked
varicus targets including reil, road and river traffic in northern France
and Belgium, and destroyed four German planes in combat. That night
375 RAF bembers, dispatched to attack Dortmund, reported a well-concentrated
bomb pattern in the target area. In other major bembing missions during
the night, 233 RAF aircraft attacked Brunewick with only rla.ir results and
128 cther bombers attacked the railway center at Orleans with observed
effect. Mosquitc bombers raided Ludwigshafen, the yards at Le Mane and
an alrdrome near Courtrai. During these night operations two enemy planes
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were shot downj 22 RAF bombers were lost.

Bth and 9th Air Force formations, totalling mcre than 2,500 heavy
bombers and fighters, were sent against targete in northwestern Burcpe
on 23 May. Of the 1,006 heavy bombers dispatched, six combat wings
attacked Saarbrucken; seven other combat wings bombed airdromes at Avord,
Orlesans, Bourges, and Etampes, the railrcad yards at Blainville, Epinal
and Chammont and targets of opportunity, reporting generally pood results.
No fighter opposition was encountered; three heavy bombers and three
fighters failed to return.

During the night of 21-22 May, three German nir::ra.ft operated over
East Anglia, stalking Allied bombers returning home. The next night,
L0 enemy planes bombed the Portsmouth-Isle of Wight area causing slight
damage; six others attacked an American airfield near Bury St. Edmunds
with five bombs; damage has not yet been assessed. Night {iphters destroyed

four of the intruders.
MEDITERRANEAN

1. In previcusly unreported action on the night of 21-22 May, 30
RAF bombers effectively attacked Portoferraic and Piombine with 35 and
25 tons, reepectively. On 22 May while heavy bombers hit troop concen-
trations and communications in central Italy as reported yesterday,
Tactical fighter bombers and fighters operated in direct suppcrt of the
Allied offensive, Three hundred and eighty-nine P-l;7's and RAF Spitfires
swept highways north of Home and railroad installations in central Italy.
Bridges, roads, motor transport and ensmy positions were targets for
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LOO other Allied light and fighter bombers throughout the battle areas.
Alreraft on offensive missions aleng the Dalmatian coast, scoring nine
hits on a 1,500-ton vessel, set it afire and caused cbserved effect on
a concentration of some 300 ammunitlon and fuel trucks near Imtoski.
During the 2,157 sorties flown that day, one (probably two) enemy air-
eraft were destroyed; one B-2l and seven Allied fighters are missing.

On 23 May, 721 Strategic heavy borbers, with 320 planes escorting,
were dispatched against troop concentrations and key road centers between
Rome and Cassino. Although weather seriously hampered operations, a
total of 794 tone of bombs were dropped on Avegzzano and on three other
towng near Lake Albano. Seventy-eight P-38's and P-l7's harassed the
Ferrara airdrome, destroved four (probahly five) planes on the ground
and two in combat. Three B-2l's are missing.

Twenty enemy bombers dropped bombs and flares over our lines
but caused no damage; antiaircraft fire destroyed cne (probably two)

of these planes.

2. At 0600 on 23 May, Canadian troops attacked the Hitler Line
north of the Liri River. In hard fighting this Line was pierced, the
road betwean Pontecorvo and Aquino being captured. Polish trcops were
still fighting in Piedimonte. South of the Liri, the enemy made several
counterattacks in the hills,using his armored units,and held French paina
to a few hundred yards along their entire front. The American II Corps,
with increased momentum,advanced to capture Scnnine and Montdi Curio,
making an advance of eight miles and placing their forward slements
within nineteen miles of the beachhead force. American tanks were

- 3w
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operating in the outskirts of Terracina; we have captured the heights
dominating the town.

At 0630 the same day, following a LO-minute artillery prepara-
tion, American armored and infantry forces drove northeastward from the
beachhead; at last report they had cut the road and railroad southeast
of Cisterna, and had reached a line extending generally noritlmwest of
that town. British forces also advanced on the left end of the beach-

head.

ASTATIC THEATER

1. Opn 20 May Strategic bomber missions of 16 B-2L's, escorted
by 2L P-51's, bombed oil installations near Yenangyaung and Chauk and
cther targets in southwestern Burma. The next day, Tactical aircraft
operated primarily against enmemy installations in the Arakan and Manipur

sectors.

2. On the Salween front, one Chinese division advanced westward
towards Chlang-tso and Wa-Tien during 21 May. Other Allind forces
made local gains in this regien.

US and Chinese forces in the ¥yitkyina area attacked the town
from three sides during 22 May and were battling for a key road junction
to the north. East of the Mogaung River, cne Allied colwmn was approach-
ing Sharaw but a second column met resistance at Warong. Units west of
the river scored local gains near Malakawng. British forces are
gradually encircling the enemy in the Kohima area by cutting the Kohima-

L7
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Jessami trall and moving south from Jessaml, Other units holding a
road block on the Tiddim road repulsed several more Japanese attacks.

dome gains were alsc made in the Bishenpur area during the day.

3. Operations of the llith Air Force during 22 May were prevented
by unfavorable weather.

PACIFIC AND SQUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. A reconnaissance of the Uligan and Bunabun region reveals
that the Japanese have apparently abandoned this area; defense positions
were overgrown. Increased enemy activity forced our patrols to with-
draw from the Drindaria River area, 30 miles southeast of Aitape on 22
Hay. Wakde area garrisons were reinforced during the day.

Fifty-six B-2l's, dropping over three hundred 1,000-pound
bombs, started a number of fires in the storage area at Sorido. Camp
areas and villages in the Wewak and Seplk River areas were attacked by
198 Allied bombers and fighters; one plane is missing. Our aircraft
alsc destroyed fuel supplies near Awar, and harassed enemy positions
oen Trangan Island. In night attacks, 11 B-2l's bombed an ammunition
dump, a bivouac area and a supply point at Manckwarl; a lone heavy bomber
hit Truk and an Allied patrol plane bombed several vessels northwest

of Namlea.

2. Four B-25's harassed Rabaul and Kavieng during the night of
20-21 May; the following day 155 bumberre and fighters attacked alrdromes
and other targets on the northern Gazelle Peninsula, and Ll cther planes
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attacked Kavieng. Thirty-nine South Pacific planes bombed bridges in

Bougainville,

3. More than sixty planes, from Central Pacific bases, bombed
Japanese installations in the Marshalls and hit Ponape in the Carclines
with L1 tons on 21 May and the followlng night; Wotje and Maloelap

received 18 and 17 tons, respectively.
EASTERN FRONT

No significant change was reported on the eastern front during

23 May.
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WESTERN HEMISFHERE

Three Navy bombers attacked central Shurmshu and Paramushiro
through a heavy overcast late on 21 May (target time); all planes

returned safely.

EURCFEAN THEATER

Detailed repocrts of RAF cperations on the night of 19-20 Vay,
show that an aggregate bombload of 3,313 tons was dropped by 680 planes
on the railroad centers at Boulogne, Orleans, Amiens, Tours, Le Mans
and other targets.

During 20 May RAF bombers and fighters dropped more than 200 tons
of explosives on the Creil airdrome and targets in the Le Hawvre, Rouen,
Amiens, Dieppe and Abbeville areas. Dusseldorf and a nearby chemical
works were attacked that night by Mosquito bombers which dropped 77 tons.

Details of the Allied Air Force fighter operations from the UK
during 21 May indicate that 1,151 P-38's, P-Li7's and P-5l's of the Bth
and 9th Air Forces and 392 RAF fighters participated in the destructive
attack against enemy railroadsand other targets in northwestern Europe.
Of the 124 enemy aircraft destroyed, 104 were on the ground; US losses
total 36 fighters, mostly through antiaireraft fire. Seventeen RAF
fighters are missing.

One hundred and seventy-four escorted bombers of the two US Adr
Forces dropped 58l tons of bombs on airdromes near Abbevills and two

military tarpets in the Calais area. Smaller Allied bombing missions
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attacked the Housn area and radar stations along the coast.

That night Duisburg was hit with 1,493 tons of incendiary
bombs and 930 tons of high explosives in heavy bombs by an RAF mission
of 483 bombers, 29 of which were lost. Mosquito bombers attacked
Hannover and an airdrome near Courtrai with smaller bombloads.
Extensive mining operations were carried out slong the enemy coastline
from the Frisian Islands to the Kattegat,

On 22 May, Kiel apd military installations in the Pas de Calals
were the targets for an 8th Air Force mission of 433 bombers and 564
escorting fighters. At the latter target no air opposition was encount-
ered and no losses were reported, but five bombers and seven fighters
were lost at Kiel; 22 (probably 26) enemy aircraft were destroyed. Four
groupa of P-47's dive-bombed rallrcad bridges in Belgium; cne plane is

missing,

2., A summary of the combined bomber offensive against Germany during
April by Allied Strategic bomber forces based in the Mediterranean and
the UK indicates that more than 73,000 tons of bombs were dropped during
the month, nearly 34,000 tons of which fell on German targets. The
primary objective was the destruction of the Oerman aircraft industry;
its productiveness was probably held to a low point. Cerman cities
which recelved more than 1,500 tons of bombs during this period were
Aachen, Dusseldorf, Essen, Karlsruhe and Cologne, Bombers and fighters
of the 8th and 15th Air Forces destroyed a total of 1,603 enemy planes
during these operations.

oy
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MEDITERRANEAN

1. Although Strategic bombers were grounded by weather on 21 May,
Tactical and Coastal aircraft flew 1,468 sorties, Medium and light
bombers concentrated on bridges and troop concentrations in the battle
areas while fighter bombers attacked lines of communication and troop
concentrations to the north. Two tunnels in central Itely were blocked
by P-47's which in addition destroyed a bridge and two ammored railroad
cars in the same general area. Eight (probably nine) of some 24 enemy
planes reported over the battle area were destroyed; we lost five air-
eraft during the day.

Supply and ammunition dumps at Marina di Carrara, port instal-
lations and oil depots at Spezia, rallrcad lines betwsen Pescara and
Rimini, the towns of Valmontone and Aveszzano were attacked by 739 escorted
B-17's and B-24's of the 15th Air Force on 22 May. Because of heavy
cloud cover, results of these missions, most of which were against
secondary targets, were generally unobserved; one B-24 and one P-38 are

missing,

2. By evening of 22 May, American units northeast of Terracina
had continued their advance through the mountains, at some points
making a gain of four miles during the day; the enemy was holding
Terracina lightly. On the right flank of our II Corps, French Colonials
captured Pico after a hard fight and pushed forward, capturing Monti
Castello; the Itri-Pico road is now firmly in our possession. Eighth
Army units maintained their pressure; some fighting continued at Pledi-
monte, There were no significant changes on the remeinder of the trans-

Italian front or at the beachhead.

"




worsmmmmm ssss APPROX INATE Lluinr CONMTACT
'

vy,

ARDAMAN
FELANDE
&

-FUCRRRE am



a

F"_ w

DECLASSIFIED
0BD Letter, D-3-72

3. Twelve B-26's and 12 A-30's, escorted by eight Spitfires,

borbed the runway and northern area of the Maleme airfield in Crete

on 21 May.

ASIATIC THEATER

1. During 18, 1% and 20 May, Allied aircraft actively supported
our operations in Burma. Our B-25's bombed bridges over the Mu River
west of Mandalay, at }yingatha and Saye, and the Mawlu-Vandalay road
with varying results, and destroyed twc enemy planes. FAF bormbers
struck the Tiddim Road and the Kalewa supply area. Tactical aircraft
gave effective support to operaticns on the Manipur front, bembing
supply areas, enemy positions and headquarters installations in the
Kohima-Imphal areas. P-l0's and P-51's attacked bridges, enemy positions
and supply areas in the Kamaing-lMyitkyina area. Two P-30 missions,
attacking airdromes near Shwebo and Mandalay, destroyed five enemy air-
graft on the ground and two in the air. Seven P-Sl's engaging 16
enemy aircraft west of Mogaung shot down three.

On 15 May, LO enemy aircraft over the Bishenpur area were
engaged by 17 FAF fighters which downed two (probably saven) for a
loss of two planes; antiaircraft fire claimed an additional two raiders.
Eizht enemy bombers attacking cur Uyitkyina airfield destroyed cne
transport plane and damaged three others; antiaireraft fire shot dowm

one (probably two) of the enemy.

2. (On the Salwean front, Chinese troops are still crossing the

river; Hpimaw was occupied on 19 May. Allied forees continued to make

o
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progress in the Myitkyina area during 21 May; heavy firhting continues
in the center of the town. HNorth of Myiltkyina, the Chinese were estab-
lished along the line between Nambwi and Charpate and a US battalion
was moving to cut the Nsopsup-Myitkyina road. Allied forces advancing
south astride the Mogaung River scored local gains during the day.
British forces made some progress in the Kohima area. Units blocking
the Tiddim rcad 15 miles south of Bishenpur repulsed a heavy enemy
attack. In local fighting on the Arakan front British positions were

restored,

3. On 19 May, two B-2L's of the llith Air Force demolished buildings
of a radic statlon on Pratas Island. Another B-2l; damaged a freishter
southeast of Hongkong; thirteen B-2L's sent to intercept a convoy in
the same area sank a freighter and two small ships; the escorting

5 destroyer was probably sunk and another freighter was damaged. Fivae
B-2Li's are missing. Chinese-American planes continued attacks on
enemy communications in the Yangtze and Yellew River areas during 20
May. Four P-LO's, over the Salween front, damaged a bridge north of

Tengchung.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. Troops in our Tor River bridgehead (cpposite Wakde Island)
reported enemy harassing fires during 21 May. Allied artillery shelled
Japanese defensive positions extending west from Maffin village. Our
forces in the Hollandia and Aitape areas were engaged in extensive patrolling.
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2, On 20 May one of our B-2li's shot down one of two enengy
bombers scutheast of Palau.

Preliminary reports indicate that heavy bombers of the 13th
Air Task Force attacked islands in the Truk Group during 21 May and
were intercepted by 35 to L0 Japanese fighters; cne B-2L was lost.
¥issions totalling 221 Southwest Pacific medium, light and fighter
bombers heavily attacked targets at Hansa Bay, and enemy bivouacs,
coagtal villages and gun positions from Wewak to Suain. Twelve A-20's
destroyed enemy barges at Kamiri on Noemfoor Island. Thirty-four
B-2L's bombed supply dreas at Sorido on Biak Island with observed effect.
Manokwari and Moemi rumways were hit by twelve B-2L's; seven others

bombed the Utarom runway and supply areas.

3. A total of 105 South Pacific aircraft bombed bivouacs and
gun positicns in the Kahili area during 20 May. Thirty-three other
planes attacked enemy barge traffic, bridges and targets of opportunity
along the northern coast of Boug;invﬂln. Three B—Zh*.a bombed the
Tobera (Rabaul) rurway and patrol planes effectively attacked barge
traffic off Duke of York Island. Thirty-six escorted dive and torpedo
bombers destroyed eight bridges on New Ireland and a radic installatien

on Dyaul Island; one B-2l hit Satawan.

li. Twenty-one B-25's of the Tth Air Force bombed Nauru and Ponape
with over 14 tons during 20 May. Seventy-six Navy and Marine bombers
econtinued their attacks against enemy installations on Wotje, Taroa,
Mille and Jaluit during that day and the following night with over LD
tons of bombs.
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EASTERN FRONT

There was no significant change in the situation on the eastemrn

front during 22 May.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

More than 1,000 Allied bombers and fighters were dispatched against
railroad and other targets in the Calais-Cherbourg area during 19 May.
That night 382 RAF bombers were sent to attack railroad yards at Boulogne,
Orleans and Tours. Smaller missions attacked the Le Mans yards and
enemy installations along the Channel coast. Ten British aircraft were
lost.

Borbloads dropped by 289 heavy bombers of the 8th Air Force on
enemy air installations at Villaccublay, Orly and Reims and the rail-
road yards at Reims totalled 776 tons; the remainder of the force was
kept from its targets by weather. The escort numbered 953 fighters.

Our aircraft destroyed three enemy aircraft; we lost two bombers and
four fighters. 9th Air Force miniuna that day, totalling L6l medium
and light bombers, dropped 828 tons of bombs on the port area at Dieppe,
on five gun positions between the Le Havre area and Boulogne, and air-
dromes at Evreux, Denain, Montdidier, Cormeilles-en-Vexin and Beaumont-
sur-Oise. No enemy aircraft wers seen. A total of 109 P-L7's expended
153 tons in dive-bombing attacks on railroad yards.

On 21 May, 148 escorted bombers of the 8th Air Force were airborne
to attack two military installations in the Fas de Calais area. About
1,280 Allied fighter planes carried cut widespread assaults against rail-
road bridges and equipment, airdromes and other targets in Germany, France
and the Low Countries. Preliminary reports indicate that over 100 German
planes were destroyed and 200 locomotives were damaged or destroyed by

Bth Air Force units alone.
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VEDITERRANEAN

l. Heavy and medium bombers were grounded by the weather during
20 May; the Tactical Air Force supported our ground action hitting the
entrance to a tunnel at Terracina, and attacking roads and railrocads
between Home and Pisa. The Coastal Air Force operated along the west
coast of Italy scoring hits on shipping and a factory at Castiglionecello.
Off the Dalmatian ccast Allied planes destroyed two srmall German naval
boates and damaged cther craft.

The 15th Air Force did not operate on 21 May due to unfavorable

weather.

2. By evening of 21 May, American troops had cccupied Monte San
Biagio and Monti Casareccio, northeast of Terracina; other units were
pushing across the lowlands scuthwest of Fondi and had patrols in Terracina.
French Colonials have contimued thelir advance along their entire front,
reaching the outskirts of Lencla and Pico despite strong resistancs;
further penetrations have been made north of the Pleco-Fontecorve road
while Pontecorve itself was threatened from the rear.

Maintaining its pressure the Eighth Army has found the Hitler
line to be held in strength. Polish troops have captured Fledimente.
Along the northern part of the lins there was little change.

Since the attack started on 11 May, our left flank has been
swung through a 25-mile arc pivoting on a point about five miles north
of Cassino.

In the beachhead there were minor clashes on the evening of
20 May. .

-
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3. Cumulative casualties to 19 May follow;
Killed Wounded Missing Total FOW

¥ _Corps 265 1,241 167 1,674 73
British 4,138 16,343 2,939 23,420 4,943
Polish 434 2,219 242 2,895 60
Ttalian 11 62 1 Tdy 3
Totals (Excl. ABF) 4y583 18,624 3,182 26,389 5,006

1fth
us 6,082 22,865 4,568 33,515 6,120
British 3,160 14,595 4,799 22,554 3,344
French 2,812 11,361 955 15,128 3,812
Ttalian 185 4,06 483 1,074 9
Totals 12,239 49,227 10,805 72,271 13,285

Anzio Beachhead
us 2,749 10,142 3,835 16,726 2,253
British 1,603 1,387 4,499 13,489 1,398
Totals 4,352 17,529 8,334 30,215 3,651

ASIATIC THEATER

1. Chinese troops occupied the railroad station in the center of
Myitkyina on 20 May. With reinforcements flown in, American and Chinese
forces are blecking a Japanese withdramal to the north and have cut the
road and railroad leading to Mogaung. The Chinese also made local gains
in the Mogsung Valley east of the river and were attacking in the Malakswng
area, On the Salween front, a Chinese division, after bypassing Memien
Pass, has occupied Lackai and Chimo-tou on the Shweli River; farther south
Chinese forces are moving west from Ta-tang-tsu towards Chiangtso,
Hungmoshu and the Pingka area are in Chinese hands., In the Kohima area,
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the British were attacking Jessami, 26 miles east of Kohima. A Japanese
attack south of Bishenpur was repulsed. Local fighting was reported in

the Arakan sector.

2. Two B-2h's of the lhth Air Force attacked an escorted convoy
southeast of Hongkong on 19 May and damaged two large freighters. One
B-2l; was lost. B-25's destroyed several boats near Hongkong. US and
Chinese fighter aircraft harassed Likiatien (20 miles northeast of Anking},
scored a hit on a bridge southeast of Wuchang, and successfully attacked

targete of opportunity in sweeps over the Yangtsze and Yellow Rivers.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1, In the Hollandia area L55 Japanese have been captured. Our

foreces in the beachhead opposite Wakde repulsed two counterattacks on
the west bank of the Tor River during the night of 19-20 May.

Eleven B-2li's bombed Kamiri airdrome on Noemfoor Island during
the same night. The next day, two groups of B-25's and 138 Allied light
bombers and fighters harassed bivouac areas and coastal targets northwest
of Wewak. Twelve A-20's attacked the air strips on Biak Island, destroy-
ing one parked plane,; and other fighter aireraft supported ground operations
in the Wakde area. Eight RAAF medium bombers attacked a radioc instal-
lation in the Babar Islands.

2. BSeventy-five South Pacific bombers and fighter bombers attacked
the Bougainville-Buka area on 19 May, destroying several bridges. A
total of 37 bombers operated apainst the Rabaul area, hitting gun positions
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at Talili. Elsewhere during the day fighter planes attacked Duke of York

Island and targets in New Ireland.

A B-2l set fire to a freighter at Satawan and shot down cne of

four intercepting planes,

3. In three daylight attacks, 59 Army, Navy and Marine bombers
effectively concentrated LO tons on Tarca on 19 May. Other Central Facific
alrcraft carried out four attacks against Mille, three against Wotje and
two against Jaluit during the day. MNavy planes continued harassing

missions against Wotje that night.
EASTERN FRONT

There was no significant change in the situation on the eastern

front during 21 May.
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WESTERN HENISPHEHRE

In addition to the 80-foot enemy boat, reported vesterday as sunk
during 19 May northeast of Paramushiro, a 150-foot boat was sunk in the
same area by two B=25's in a low=level attack.

Seven Navy planes bombed installations on Shumushu during the night
of 19-20 May, starting large fires at the central sirport and at Higashi-
zaki. An Army B-2L performed a similer mission over Shimushiru and
Ketoi.

A US Navy auxiliary ship was machine-gunned by a Japansse bomber

off Kamchatka but sustained no damage.

EUROPEAN THEATER

Seventy Allied fighter bombers and fighters in sweeps over western
and northwestern France during 18 May, destroyed three enemy planes,
hit the Folligny railrcad yards with rocket projectiles, and successfully
machine-gunned motor transport; two of cur planes were destroyed by
antiaireraft fire.

Additicnal reports of the Bth Air Force operations for 19 May state
that Berlin was attacked by LBl heavy bombers which dropped 1,070 tons
of explosives and incendiaries. Brunswick received B00 tons from 272
other bombers. Kiel was alsc hit with 109 tons. All targets were bombed
through an overcast with unobserved results in most cases. Our bombers,
27 of which failed to return, claim the destruction of 53 (probably 70)
enemy aircraft. The escort, which encountered about LOO enemy aircraft,
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destroyed 89 in the air and on the ground for a loss of 16 of our
fighters.

That same day, 565 medium, light and fighter bombers of the 9th
Adir Force bombed, dive-bombed and machine-gunned targets in northwestern
France, including nine cross-channel coastal batteries and four airdromes
and three rail yards in Picardy. Over 600 tons of bombs were dropped
and results were described as fair to excellent; there were no claims
or losses.

Bth Adir Force missions totalling &l0 heavy bermbers and more than
1,100 fighters were airbornme during 20 May against targets in France.
Alirdromes at Villacoublay, Orly, and Reims, as well as the Reims rail-
road yards were attacked with results ranging from good to excellent.
Enemy fighter opposition was weak; two of cur heavy bombers and five

fighters are missing.
MEDITERRANEAN

1. Strategic air attacks against rail yards and harbors in northern
Italy on 19 May, reported yesterdsy, were supplemented by Tactical and
Coastal missions which flew scme 1,300 sorties during the day. Formations
of medium bombers totalling 232 aircraft attacked bridges in the Florence
area, between Rimini and Ancona, and elsewhere in northern Italy. Lines
of communication in central Italy were the targets for 121 P-L7's;
similar targets and military installations behind the battle positions
were hit by 216 light and fighter bombers. Other fighter aircraft

continued their attacks against rail lines and shipping beyond the
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Adriatiec. Enemy aircraft flew 2L sorties during the day, one fighter
being destroyed; we lost three B-2L's and four fighters.
Adverse weather prevented cperations of the 15th Air Force

during 20 May.

2. During 20 May our II Corps pressed rapidly westward. Near the
coast our left flank advanced three miles northwest of Sperlonga while
other US troops pushed a salient up the Appian Way for a distance of
two miles beyond Fondi and were holding the high ground to the north
of that town.

The French Corps continued its advance through the mountains
toward Plco and now holds the hills overlooking the upper Liri valley.
Its tanks cut the read between Pico and Pontecorvo. Increasing resist-
ance was met in the Pico area.

The left flank of the Bighth Army advanced to within 300 yards
of Pontecorvo. British and Indian units captured Aquino,and Polish
troops pushed a little farther along the Via Casilina scuth of Pledimonte.

There was no change north of Cassino or at the beachhead.

ASIATIC THEATER

1. In addition to operaticns previously reported for 17 May,
General Stratemeyer's B-25's bombed Kazu and alsc hit a large building
at Mamti., Allied lipht aireraft supported ocur ground operations in
the Myitkyina area.

On 16 May Allied planes harassed road, railroad and river
communications in central and southern Burma and enemy-held villages

o9 w
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and positions in western Burma.

2. American and Chinese troops, by 19 May,had occupled positions
in the outskirts of Myitkyina which is being attacked from the north
and west., MAmerican units have captured Zigyun, four miles to the scuthj «
their patrols are operating as far as Katkyo on the south (east) bank
of the Irrawaddy. Our forces alsoc have established a road block on the
Mogaung=-dyitkyina road, fifteen miles northwest of the latter town.
In the Mogaung Valley Allied troops reported further progress, advancing
to positions about eight miles north of Kamaing.

On the Manipur front British forces also have established

a road block on the Imphal-Tiddim road 33 miles south of Imphal; fighting
continues in this area but no significant changes were reported in cther

sectors of the Burma fighting fronts.

3. Twenty-five Chinese and Chinese-American fighter planes damaged
Japanese installations and motor vehicles in the vicinity of Suichen in
the Yellow River combat area on 18 May and caused at least 3,000 Japanese
casualties. The following day 31 fighter sorties were carried out in
support of Chinese ground operations on the Salween front; a bridge
over the Shweli River was demolished,

PACIFIC AKD SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. Allied ground forces cperating in western New Cuinea had
cleared Wakde Island of the enemy by the evening of 19 May. Southeast
of Aitape a perimeter defense was established between Naparake and
Chemiau.
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During 19 May, B-24's of the 13th Air Task Forece attacked
targets at Truk; heavy bombers of the S5th Adr Force caused fires and
explosions at Bosnek and Mokmer on Biak Island, and raided Manokwari
where fires were started and several parked planes were destroyed or
damaged. Two intercepting planes were shot down. Manokwari was also
attacked by 12 A-20's escorted by P-38's which destroyed three freighters
and damaged seven planes on the ground. A total of 190 Australian and
US medium, light and fighter bombers demolished targets northwast of
Wewak. MNineteen other planes bombed and machine-gunned installations

near Hansa Bay. Twelve Dutch B-25's bombed Atambosa on Timor.

2. South Pacifiec air operations during 18 May consisted of 86
light and fighter bomber sorties against targets on Bougainville and
bomber attacks by 35 Navy plln.nes on installations and bridges near
Kavieng. Inclement weather precluded attacks on Rabaul; four planes

sark three small enemy craft and set a schooner afire near Tobera.

3. On 18 May, 16 B-2l's of cur 7th Air Force dropped 384 tons
of bombs on Wake. Antiaircraft fire was intense and accurate and one
B-2l; was lost over the target. A total of 37 Army and Navy bombers and
fighters raided targets on Wotje, Jaluit, Tarca, and Ponape during the

day.
EASTERN FRONT
Southeast of Vitebsk the Germans counterattacked on 20 May to

neutralize the slight gains previously made by the Boviets. The
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Soviets carried out active reconnaissarce scuthwest of Mozyr. German

pressure continued southeast of Stanislav,
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WESTERN H(ISPHERE

During the night of 18-1% May, six Navy bombers started large fires
on Tomari Zaki and at two airfields on Paramushiro. Photographs showing
enemy installations also were cbtained. Early the following morning two
11th Air Force bombers sank an B0-foot enemy boat some 150 miles north-

east of Paramushiro. All planes returned from their missions.

EURQPEAN THEATER

Weather again prevented bomber and fighter operations for the Oth
and 9th Air Forces on 1B May. The next day, 993 heavy bombers of the
Bth Air Force, escorted by about 900 fighters, were dispatched to attack
Berlin and Brunswick, eight combat wings bembing the CGerman capital
while five others hit the latter city. Preliminary fighter claims indi-
cate that Tl enemy aircraft were destroyed in the air and on the ground.

Twenty-five of our heavy bombers and 1k fighters are missing. -
VEDITERRANEAN

1. During the night of 17-18 May, 12 RAF Wellington bombers attack-
ing Frosinone scored hits on the main road and airdrome. Fifteen enemy
planes attacked our bridges over the Rapide River but no damage resulted,
The next day, when Strategic bombers were attacking Balkan targets as
reported yesterday, over 1,300 Tactical and Coastal sorties were flown,
One hundred and ninety medium bombers and 217 fighter bombers and fighters

concentrated on oritical points on Italian communication lines, hitting

o
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bridges near Arezzo, Bologna, Viareggio and Fano, and raiding railroad
targets between Fome and Florence and in the vicinity of Macerata.
Supporting the ground forces, 378 light and fighter bombers effectively
hit artillery positions, motor transport, lines of communication and
towns behind the battle line,

2. Seven hundred and fifty-six 15th Air Force heavy bombers escorted
by 292 fighters, operating over northern Italy on 19 May, attacked railroad
yards and shipping at Cenoa, Leghorn, and Spezia, oil storage tanks at
Spezia and Porto Marghera, and railroad installations at Belogna, Rimini,
Faenza, Latlisana, Forli, and over the Tagliamento River; bombing varied
from good to excellent. Three bombers and 11 fighters are missing; nine
of these fighters are believed to have landed in Corsica. No enemy air-

craft were encountered.

3. During 19 May, American troops captured Monti Dragona, Itri,
and Monti Grande; only slight resistance was being met by these units
which were clearing out the area of the Gaeta Peninsula, To the ngrth,
French Colonials captured Monti Vele and Campodimele, ccoupied Monti
Fontanino, two miles south of Plco, and gained the crest of Monti Del
Mandrone where they wers meeting strong resistance from the north.

The British Eighth Army advanced westward to within one mile
of Pontecorvo and Aquino, penetrating the Adolph Hitler line near the
latter town but being forced to withdraw, West of Cassino, British and
Polish forces joined along the Via Casilina. Polish patrols entered
Piedimonte, where fighting contirued during the afterncen. Activity .
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elsewhers along the front and at the beachhead was limited to patrelling.

L. During the night of 17-1B May, four RAF bombers attacked the
town and harbor of Syros. The following day three A-30's bombed a flour

mill at Kalamata and probably destroyed a 200-ton vessel in the harbor.

ASIATIC THEATER

1. On the Salween front the town of Ta-tang-tzu changed hands four
times during 16 May; at last report it was in possession of the enery.
The next day Chinese forces captured Chiac-tou, 32 miles northeast of
Tengchung, but lost the town of Hungmoshu to the Japanese. Pingka was
in Chinese hands, btut heavy fighting was reported around the towm.

Chinese units continue to cross the Salween River.

2. During the night of 16-17 May, five B-2li's attacked the rail-
road yards at Ywataung and Sagaing. The next day six RAF bombers attacked
the Tiddin road near Khuaivum and 18 B-25's set fire to the oil instal-
lations at Chauk. Other Allied aircraft raided enemy positions and
destroyed river craft in the Arakan sector, and damaged two enemy air-

planes cn an airfield near Meiktila.

3. Twenty medium bombers and fighters of the llith Air Force,
operating over the Lake Tungting region, attacked enemy barracks at
Shayang and harassed Japanese troops and transportation northeast of
Shasi on 17 May. Four (probably 10) of 36 intercepting Japanese fighters

were shot down; two P-40's were forced down in friendly territory.

.-.3_
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The next day cur B-2li's supported Chinese cperations on the
Salween front by bombing Lungling and Tengchung while fighter planes
attacked Japanese installations and troops. Six B-25's and 12 P-L0's
bombed barracks and a warshouse area north of Kiangling with good effect.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. An Allied patrol landed at Cape Djerusn, 50 miles scutheast of
Aitape, during the night of 16-1T May. US forces completed the occeupation
of the airstrip on Wakde Island by the afterncon of 18 Uay; there was
still scme cpposition on the northeastern end of the island, During 19
May, our forces made additional landings at Liki and Nircemcar Islands
(25 miles northwest of Wakda) without opposition or casualties.

Following the devastating attack by a combined air force on
Scerabaja, seven of General Kenney's B-2li's made an effective attack
on the railroad yards at that city. On 18 May, B-2L's struck heavily
at storage arsas at Bosnek, on Blak Island, and those of the Sth Air
Force bombed Scrido. Medium, light and fighter bombers attacked air-
fields, villages, camps, storage areas and targets of opportunity between
Hansa Bay and Mushu Island during the day. Four Dutch B-25's bombed
and probably destroyed two and damaged a third vessel in an attack against
Larat and Saumlakki (Tanimbars); one B-25 was lost,

One enemy plane bombed Hollandia during the night of 17-18
Mgy, causing no damage.

2. South Pacific B-2L's destroyed six float planes and set fire

e
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to a fuel dump at Lamotrsk in the Carclines on 17 May. A total of 239
bombers and fighter bombers attacked airfields and gun positions in
the Rsbaul area, raided targets on New Ireland, and bombed bridges and

barracks at Bougainville.

3. During 17 May, 23 B-2li's scored effective hits on Wake Island
targets with LS tons of borbs., Other planes attacked Taroca, Wotje, Nauru

and Fonape.
EASTERN FRONT

Northwest of Tiraspol on 19 May German efforts were directed at
checking further progress by the Red forces on the west bank of the

Inestr.
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GENERAL

The following is a digest of our Army Air Forces combat operations
for April, 19Ll.
Theaters of Operations

Eurcpe Medit. SWPA So. Pac. Cent. Pac. China & India Total

Total Number of

Attacking Adr-

craft 3k, Lko 25,885 9,791 2,421 1,308 L,516 78,361
Bomb T%EB 35,280 28,184 7,355 1,967 1,899 1,758 76,423
Loeses in

Aerial Combat

Reavy Gtombers 251 119 3 5 1 3 382
Light & Mediums 1 6 ol 1 0 [ 20
Fighters 16L L3 L 1 0 9 221
Total Losses

Heavy bonbers Lalely 211 16 16 9 12 708
Light & Mediums 53 1 38 7 (4] 13 125
Fichters 308 139 38 g 22 28 shly
Enamy Aircraft

Destroyed in

Aerial Combat

Tefinitely 875 &lLo 8L I 2 L2 1,68k,
Frobably 1,060 815 87 Lo L 5k 2,115
Total Enemy

Mreoraft Des-

troyed

BRI 1,388 oS s 2 107 2,939
Probably 1,600 1,156 L76 L9 h 126 3,1

EURCPEAN THEATER

Berlin was subjected to a 3l-ton raid by 28 Mosquito bombers the
night of 16-17 May.
Inclement weather prevented major operations by either the Oth or
th Air Forces during 17 May.
i
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MEDITERRANEAN

1, Tactical aircraft, on 17 May, supplemented the Strategic Alr
Force cperations against Italian communiecations (reported yesterday)
with attacks against rail and highway bridges both in northerm Italy
and north of the battle front. Included in more than 1500 tactical
sorties were attacks by 226 mediun bombers against the Viterbe airdrome
and bridges as far north as Castro, by 119 light and fighter bombaras
against enemy gun positions and comrand posts, and by 239 fighter air-
craft against rail lines in central Italy and shipping along the east
coast. One fighter mission set fire to a large ship in Viareggice harbor.
Two of cur bombers and five fighters are missing. Only one enemy air-
eraft was observed over the battle area during the day.

On 16 May, 208 heavy bombers of the 15th Air Force dropped
lig9 tons of bombs on the Ploesti oil refineries. Other formations total-
ling 1Lé heavy bombers attacked the yards at Nis and Belgrade with 96
and 260 tons, respectively; 21 other B-2li's attacked targets between
Turnmu-Severin and Nis. Weather made it difficult for the fighters to
maintain contact with bomber formations, so that some groups were either
unescorted or had only intermittent cover. Enemy intercepters made
aggressive attacks over Floesti, Nis, and alcng the route; of about 100
encountered, 18 (probably 32) were destroyed. Our fighters machine-
gurned airdromes at Nis and Scutari, claiming one (probably three)
additional enemy aircraft destroyed on the ground. Our losses wers 15
heavy bombers and two fighters.
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2. By evening of 18 May, American forces had captured Formiaj
continuing their advance through the hills north of the coast they had
reached to within 800 yards of the Itri-Picoc recad. Maintaininz its
momentum, the French Corps had captured Menti Le Pezge which also lies
within 600 yards of the Itri-Pice road; to the northeast, after taking
Monticelli and overrunning Monti d'Oro, the French captured Santa Oliva,
a key point of the Adelph Hitler line, and other hills extending to
the northeast as far as the Lirl River. Caseino and Monti Cassino were
occupied by Allied troops. British units captured additional positions
along the railroad to the southwest of that town and pushed to within
two miles of Pontecorvo.

Aleng the remainder of the front the situation was quiat.

The situation in the beachhead remained unchanged.

ASTATIC THEATER

1. Our troops have placed the scuthern airdrome at Myitkyina in
operation and reinforcements have arrived by air. The city of Myitkyina
is under attack by our forces. East of the Mogaung River, Chinese
forces are progressing in their attack against Warong and have continued
their drive west of Tarongyang. West of the river four attacks by
Japanese forces trapped in the Malskawng area were repulsed,

The eituation in the Kohima area remains unchanged; British
forces have established a strong point six miles northeast of Jessami
(near the trail between Kohima and Tamanthi), North of Imphal fighting

continued arcund Kanglatongbi.

-3
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2. Chinese-American aircraft, cperating in support of Allied
ground forces in the Yellow River area near Loyang, destroyed an enemy
bomber and four fighters on 16 May. The next day, 1llLth Air Force P-li0's
supported ground cperations on the Salween fromt, attacking bridges,
troop and motor concentrations,and enemy positions west of the river

between Lukiangpa and Mamien Pass,

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. The task force which made the successful landings on the main-
land of New Guinea opposite Wakde Island on 17 May, landed troops the
next day on Wakde Island itself. The movement was preceded by naval
gunfire and our trcops went ashore under effective rocket support
delivered by infantry landing craft; heavy and light bombers also supported
the operation. Some cppositicn and sniping was encountered but our forces,

at last report, were advancing across the airstrip.

2. In a previcusly unreported heavy bomber strike on 16 May, Ll
B-2l's bombed the Bosnek area on Biak Island starting three large and
several smaller fires. The next day five groups of B-2L's hit Biak
Island causing large explosions in the Mokmer-Bosnek area. Other heavy
and medium bombers attacked the Boram airdrome near Wewak; light and
fighter bombers, in formations totalling 67 planes, attacked gun positions,
bridges and bivouacs in the Hansa Bay area and supported our ground forces

near Marubian., To the west seven B-2l;'s bombed Kamiri airdrome on

Noamfoor Island.



wor = — - — i e ™
O I R e IS A I ] [ T o« Woke lstand | Fe
[ CENTRAL PACIFIC
i o » o m w0 m ,Pokoakky Atoll =i 5
BCALEOF WILES -
> .
- 5 Bikar Atoll
Eniwetak Atall Bikini Atall
._E_.‘:'I Jongerk Mol utirik Atoll
& &  Adinginse Atall ongelop Adcll ¥ Take Atoll A
AAgatha Atoll Alluk ATulla
v ‘Ultlunn Atell 4 ¢ A Likiep Atoi™s : - o]
Atall
ol 1s & pligiiia” 8 Erikub Atoll S Malogiop Atoll =
Rt T Kwajalein Atoll -
' i 1 Namu Atoll}y | 5 Sy~ ~
7 :Q Trak b oy Oraluk | 1:15 £ Majura Atoll 1
v = Senyavin s Allinglapalop Atoll ,.;" blmn Atall a0
; I
i . - Pingelap Is doluit Atel] bn—- < Mille Atgll =
i -Nupﬂl'ﬂ I Kusaie |. 4 . - o
il [ Satawon u‘h"m A - Naomaorik Atall 1
Ebon Mnll-
— JHukuoro s
G : Maokin Is B
T L4
l.pnlqtn Lo ® =
i }Twnwu i
1% . Kopingamarangi ls. Malanu | - i
Kitie lh‘ Apamama | |
-l
o Nawru | Monuli | g
I— “Oceon | -~
s Topiteuea™,”  +
5 N\ Onatoa ¥ -
ﬁ‘!‘“ R TR EIT VS (S N RN S (S W ey S SR Mpaey S ey P [y (S U G X0
\ T e = au — —




ST

DECLABSIFIED
Letter, B-3-72

3. On 16 May, 6L fighters and fighter bombers of the South Pacific
area attacked targets in Bougainville ineluding the Bonis airfield.
Enemy installations on the northern end of the Gazelle Peninsula and at

Kavieng were struck by &7 and 27 planes, respectively.

i, Our Central Pacifie planes attacked Wotje, Jaluit, Mille and
Taroa during 16 May and contimued their harassment of Marshall Island
targets through the night.

5. An American search plane, observing 12 ships in the harbor at
Truk on 16 May, bombed a 5,000-ton freighter and a 10,000-ton tanker,

sinking the latter vessel and probably the former.
EASTERN FRONT

The Soviets continued to make a 1ittle progress southeast of
Stanislav during 18 May. OGerman forces counterattacked northwest of
Tiraspel in an attempt to wipe cut small Soviet gains on the west

bank of the Dnestr River.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

1. A JU-08 operated over the east coast of Iceland on the night

of 16-17 May.

2. No air operations were conducted by the Bth and 9th Air Forces

on 16 May.
MEDITERRANEAN

1. During the night of 15-16 May RAF bombers attacked shipping
in the harbors of Patras and Zante and other aireraft raided shipping
off the Dalmetian coast. Twelve to 15 enemy planes attacked Allied
bridges over the Hapido but no damage was reported. Mediterranean
Allied Adr Forces flew 1,839 sorties during the 2li-hour pericd ending
at 1800 on 16 May. A heavy overcast grounded Strategic missions on 16
May but Tactical aircraft operated against road and rail communications
in central Italy. The principal targets for 181 medium bombers were
three bridges in the Plsa area, five others in the Foligno-Fano area
and the harbor at Piombino. Good results were reported by returning
crews. Four hundred and thirty-twe light bombers lent suppoert to our
ground troops by concentrating against gun positions, motor transport
and enemy concentrations in the battle areas. P-i7's operated against
communications around Rome and machine-gunned enemy airfields near
Viterbo destroying seven (probably 11) planes on the ground for a loss
of two of our fighters. Seven other Allied planes were lost during

the day. Only ten enemy sorties were reported over the battle area.

Yoo



sy

NECLAGEIFIED
(8D Letter, 5-8-78

The Strategic Air Forca was active again on 17 Vay, striking
at the harbor facilities of San Stefano, Fortoferraio, Piombino and
Ancona, the causeway at Orbetellc and a troop concentration at Bihae,
Yugoslavia, A total of LS55 bombers, some of them unescorted, dropped
1,002 tons in all; fair to excellent results were reported. Two bombers
failed to return. Airdromes, communication lines, and targets of oppor-
tunity were machine-gunned by 7L P-38's which claimed five (probably 21)

enemy aircraft for a loss of nine fighters.

2. During 17 May, American troops maintained their pressure along
the Tyrrhenian coast. Farther inland they pushed westward over the
difficult hills advancing more than three miles and reaching positions
on Montl Ruazzo. On their right French troops maintained thelr rapid
advance through the mountains, interdicting with thelr artillery fire
the read running north from Itri; one of their columns reached Monti
Faggeto while another, after capturing Esperia and working around to
the northwest side of Monti d'Oro, reached the outskirts of Monticelli.
In a successful drive Canadian troops forming the left flank of the
Eighth Amy advanced to within four miles of Pontecorvo against heavy
opposition. Other British units cut the road and railrcad south of
Cassincj this achievement, together with a successful advance of the
Polish Corps on their right, has placed Cassino in & deep pocket.
There was no materlal change in the situation along the northern part

of the line nor at the beachhead.
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ASIATIC THEATER

1. After heing compelled to wit.hd::aw }crnrds the Salween Hiver,
northeast of Tengchung, on 13 May, Chines ﬁrnrcan successfully counter-
attacked on the following day. By 15 May, a Chinese regiment reached
Lackai on the Shweli River. Other Chinese forces captured Hungmoshu
(21 miles east of Tengchung) and Pingka (2L miles scutheast of Lungling).

US and Chinese troops from the Mogaung Valley sector occupied
the southern airdrome at Myitkyina on 17 May. Our forces alsc have cut
trails south of Malakawng and west of Tarongyang leading from the enemy
main base in the Manpin sector. North of Imphal, British forces have

made slight progress at Kanglatongbi.

2. FAF bombers harassed enemy communications in the wicinity of
Kalewa, Indaw, and Akyab, during the nights of the llith, 15th, and
16th of May. On intervening days, 29 B-25's and nine RAF Wellingtons
bombed the Imphal-Tiddim road at four points with cver 52 tons of
explogives, Tactical aireraft attacked troop concentrations and enamy
positions in the vicinity of Buthidaung and continued their raids on
Burmase lines of communication, Seventeen P-30's hit Japanese airfields
at Heho and Kangaung; eight (probably ten) enemy planes were shot down
and seven others destroyed on the ground. Oun positions in the Hopin
area were affectively bombed by B-25's and P-Sl's.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. Landings were made by US units at Iris Bay, ten miles west of
Cape Tanahmerah, on 13 May.
-3-—
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An infantry company from our Altape forces, moving southeast
along the coast on 16 May, encountered an enery force (estimated at one
battalicn) and was forced to withdraw by sea to Naparake, six miles
west of Marubian.

Australian forces from the Madang area have advanced north-
west, reaching the Gilagil River unopposed.

A small detachment from the task force which seized the beach-

head opposite Wakde on 17 May was landed cn Inscemanai Island.

2. Prior to our landings the Wakde Island area was again attacked
on 16 May by 43 B-2Li's and Ll B-25's which dropped more than 150 tons
of bombe. Twenty-one heavy bombers raided tarpets in the southern portion
of Biak Island and six others bombed the Mamberamo River area of Dutch
New Guinea. Another mission of 17 B-2li's bombed Kamiri on Noemfoor Island.
Sixteen P-38's, on an escort mission over Geelvink Bay, shot down two
snemy fighters; a B-2L on reconnaissance destroyed an enemy bomber over
the same area, Sixty-four A-20's, 11 Australian medium bombers and
nine P-47's raided targets along the northeast New Guinea coast between
Hansa Bay and Wewak.

An enery reconnaissance plane was reported over Darwin at

noon on 16 May.

3. On 15 May, South Pacific formations totalling 110 bombers and
fighters caused many fires in the Buin area, suspected location of the
Japanese Army Headquarters. Cape Friendship and Chabal as well as gun
positions in the Shortlands were attacked by 11 bombers and L7 fighter
bombers.

i .




L d - L .. . T —
i g T e s e R, s g e M [t e T M
== CENTRAL PACGIFIC E
i 89 0 %Ko om0 Be pPokankhy Atall -
L1 SCALE OF MILER
I_ ﬁ N
& . Bikar Atall
Eniwafok Atoll Bikini Atall =
- Jongerk Mol utirik Atol
o Ailinginae Atall™Rongeiop Atcll  * Taka Atell =
“Wethe &toll Alluk Atolly :
1o Ujelang &Atoll 4 % P — ol
- rl Likiep Atall c:’w o Atoll
%ﬂ s o Ujae Atoll 'bf' \ Ertkub Atoll S Maloelap Atoll )
R =L
f o Kwajalain Atoll Baar Akl
L Hall ls . Nomu At} /s RAur A =]
: QTM s 5 Vo | o ¢ Majuro Atoll
— » .'GSNIWIH I Allinglopalap Atall ,;' bﬁmn Atall
- [S— .
L : + Pingeiop b delelt Atolly, | O Mille Atol =
R = Kusale | . :
18 Satowan H“.Nmni o — A Mamarik Atoll + _J
Ebon Atoll
- MNukugro s ]
Makin Is
= &2 _
{
Apai "; i
f— aia L -
i ; } Tarawa L
= i ot o Molana L "
i Kurig L'\-‘ AP =18
oNouru | Monutl I.1-’
= “Denan |, & -
8. Tupilm\, LI
b= l"‘l - Omlﬂ‘
___.m WY SR R e I | TS TR RSN I (PR S e pNenY (S| N [ ) (G e ¥
SN - 3 i‘ BE [ — - —



DROLAGRIFIED
BED Latter, 6-3-T3

Seventeen other bombers hit Kavieng in an early-morning

attack.

li. Jaluit was hit by the heaviest concentration of shore-based
Central Pacific air power to date during 15 May and the following night,
(target time). In 28l separate sorties, 2L0 tons of explosives were
dropped on this target from altitudes ranging from 50 tc 10,000 feet.
Army B-2k's and B-25's contributed 183 tons. Navy and Marine aircraft
bombed, dive-bombed and machine-gunned the area. There were no reported
losses. This was the first of a series of Joint operations projected
for other Marshall Islands tarpets. Harassing missions alsc were flown

against Wille, Tarcon and Wotje during this peried.
EET'EH!: FRONT

There were no significant changes on the eastern front during
17 May.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

During the night of 1L-15 May, 11l enemy aircraft operated over
southern England, penetrating as far as Oxford; a few casualties but no
major damage was reported and 15 of the raiders were shot down. The
next night B0 enemy planes concentrated over the Isle of Wight-Southampton
area, dropping high explosive bombs that caused minor property dﬂma.gn
and a few casualties. Night fighters claimed to have shot down five.
During this period EAF bombers mined sea lanes off the coasts of France
and the Low Countries and made successful attacks agalnst enemy shipping
off the Datech coast leaving three vessels afire. Mosqulto bombers made
minor raids against airfields near Cologne and Caen, an ammuniticn dump
near Chateaudun, the Leverkusen chemical works, and Ludwigshafen. Fighters
and fighter bombers in sweeps over northern France attacked six railway
centers, an airfield, and transportation equipment.

Additional reports on the Bth Air Force attack on 15 May indicate
that 128 heavy bombers dropped LOB tons on two military objectives on
the northwest coast of France. In 9th Air Force operations that day LS
medium and 1light bombers attacked the Creil airdrome and the Somain rail-
way yards with 55 tons of bombs; 103 P-L7's bombed airdroves at Chartres
and Gael with 35 tons; generally good results were reported. 8ix P-tSl's
raiding the Agen airdrome, destroyed two airplanes.

UEDITERRANEAN

1. During the night of 1l4-15 May, 35 RAF bombers attacked two
north Italian railroad bridges with 58 tons of bombs; direct hits were

Ao A
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soored on both bridges. Five B-2l's attacked the Forte Marghera oil
refinery with 1L tons; a good soncentration was reported. Light and
fighter bombers attacked motor transport and lines of communication
between Rome and the battle areas and in east central Italy. The next
day 103 US medium bombers concentrated on the harbors of Piombino, Ancona,
San Stefano and Portoferraio; 63 others attacked railroad bridges at
Pisa, Pontedera and the Calafuria viaduct with fair results. COther Allied
aircraft successfully attacked roads, dumps, bridges, motor transport
and gun positions in the battle areas. Beyond the Adriatic, Allied air-
craft destroyed a barracks (killing 50), harassed motor transportation,
exploded a fuel dump (killing 100); they also scored a hit on a radar
station in Corfu. During the 1,866 sorties flown during this 2l-hour
period seven (probably eight) enemy aircraft were destroyed for a loss
of five bombers and three fighters. The enemy made 3L sorties.

Ko missions were flown by the 15th Air Force on 16 May because

of unfavorable weather.

2, During 16 May, American and French units of the Fifth Army
eontinued their rapid westward movement through the mountains north of
the Tyrrhenian Suu-ihari::m units had arrived within two miles of
Formia and French troops had reached Esperia at the base of Montl d'Oro,
shich dominates the Liri Valley from the south. Eignth Army troops advanced
about ancther half mile betwsen Cassino and the Lird, and ecaptured Pignataro.
Additional British troops have entered the Eighth Ar-y line.| North of
Cassino and at the beachhead there was little change in the situation.
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Resistance is strong in the Eighth Army Zone but appeared to

have weakened considerably in that of the Fifth Army.

ASTATIC THEATER

1. By a deep thrust on 15 May, Chinese troops in the Tarongyang "
area of the Mogaung Valley established contact with adjacent units at
Manpin, have advanced to pesitions four miles east of Malakawng, and
are reducing Japanese pockets of resistance; west of the Mogaung River

the advance is somewhat slower. Other US and Chinese troops have occupied

Seingneing, 17 miles northwest of Myitkylna. A third Allied column is
advancing on a village sixteen miles southwest of Neopszup. On the western
Burma battle fronts, British forces have improved their positions in the
Kohima sector but heavy fighting still continues. In the Imphal area,

& Japanese attack was repulsed in Potsangbam; the British took the
offensive near Kenglatongbi. There were no significant changes in other

gectors of this front.

2. In additional fighter-bomber missions on 1l May, the lhith Air
Force attacked enemy lines of communication, motor transport and river
traffic in the Lake Tungting area. BS5ix Japanese bombers attacked cur
Kienow airdrome causing some damage and rendering the field temporarily
unusable.

3. During April 11,555 tons of supplies were flown "over the hump;"
6,757 tons went to the llth Adr Force, 3,292 tons to other US activities
and 1,506 tons to Chinese activities.

-3
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PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. Patrols from Aitape probed some 35 miles southeast and 30 miles
northwest during 15 May while troops from the Hollandia area reconncitered
as far west as Matterer Bay and east to the Tami River. Fifty-eight B-2l's
and 2L B-25's effectively attacked a Japanese headguarters area in the
Sarmi-daffin Bay area with 200 tons of bombs. 13th Air Task Force heavy
bambers hit Woleal in the Carclines. Lighter Scuthwest Pacific aircraft
concentrated on the Hansa Bay area and airdromes near Wewak. BSeventeen
HRAAF medium bombers dropped ten tons on ancther enemy headgquarters area
at Boikin. Fourteen P-U0's, escorting reconnaissance aircraft, shot

down five of 15 to 20 enesy planes encountered over Geelvink Bay.

2. Our forces, early on 17 May, made a new landing farther west
in Dutch New Guinea, on the mainland opposite Wakde Island., Bafore noon

a beachhead eight miles wide had been secured without opposition from

the anemy.

3. South Pacific aireraft, maintaining a 2lj-hour air cover over
Habaul, continued t¢ pound enesmy installations at Vunakanau, Lakunai,
and Tobera during 1k May; 155 sorties were flown over this area and our |
bombs started large spreading fires, hit guns and runways, and destroyed
barges, trucks and bulldings. Targete in the Buka Passage area and on
Bougainville were also raided during the day.

Patrola from cur Torokina beachhead discovered large amounts

of ammuniticn of all types north of our positiona.
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L. Navy and Marine borbers dropped 15 tons on enery installations
in the Jaluit Atoll on 1l May (target time). Six B-2l's bombed Tarca
with 18 tons. Ponape was attacked by eleven medium bombers, receiving

eleven tons; that night other US planes harassed Wotje, Tarca and Mille.
EASTERN FRONWT

Red Army counterattacks northwest of Tiraspol to regain footholds
on the west bank of the Dnestr River made some progress during 16 May.

There were no significant changes elsewhere on the eastern front.
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

1. On the night of 13-14 May (target time) two of seven US planes
dispatched bombed and photographed targets on central Shumushu and started
several fires around an airfield. Four falled to reach the target and
ona is unreported. The next night, one of our bombers again reached
Shumushu attacking the northeestern portion of the island with uncbserved

results,

2. Major Ceneral Robert L. Walsh has been relieved as Commanding
Ceneral, US Ammy Forces, South Atlantic, and assigned to the US Military
Mission to the USSR. Brigadier Ceneral Ralph H. Wooten, commanding the
6th Alr Force, has been relieved as commander of that organization and
will assume command of the US Army Forces, South Atlantic.

EURCFEAN THEATER

According to a preliminary report, 168 escorted heavy bombers of
the 8th Alr Force were dispatched on 15 May against military installations
in the Pas de Calais area. Two such targets were attacked without aerial
opposition from the ememy. Only one plane (a fighter) was lost, that
attributed to mechanical failure.

1. During the night of 12-13 May, the Naples area was raided by
about twenty enemy aircraft which dropped bombs and circling torpedoes,
No damage to shipping or military installations resulted; two of the
ralders were shot down by our planes,

- -
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In the successful attack against the important bridge across
the Avisio River in northern Italy on 13 May, 15th Air Force B-17's
employed radio-controlled bombs, securing an estimated four direct l |
hits at a net bombing altitude of 21,000 feet., By employing this new
technique in conjunction with nommal bombing operations, improved
accuracy of the overall bombing pattern can be expected. On this
particular occasion, the standard general purpcse bombs, released
simultanecusly with those of the new design, apparently alsc scored
direct hits and damaging near misses on the target, The damage re-
sulting from this attack effectively blocked all rall traffic through
the Bremner Pass until repairs can be effected.

Medium and fighter bombers of the Tactical Air Force gave
close support to our offensive operations in Italy during 1l May, con-
centrating against rail lines and bridges north and northwest of Rome.
Good coverage of hostile gun positions in the battle area alsc was
reported. Nine enemy planes were shot down during these cperations,
from which three of our aircraft are missing.

Adverse weather again prevented operaticns of the 15th Air
Force heavy bombers on 15 May.

2, During the 2l-hour period ending at noon on 15 May, US, French
and British troops continued to advance in Italy. US units advanced
three miles northwest of S. Maria Infante, capturing the high ground
in the vicinity of Spigno. For the second day French units again
made a deep advance, one of its four advancing colums register-
ing & five-mile gain. Positions have been established by these troops

-2 =
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on M. Fammera, Castelouovo has been captured, Colle 5. Lucla occupied,
and 3, Glorglo taken from the enamy. Between the Liri River and
Cassino, Indian and British units made a general advance of cne-half
mile, Ten bridges have been constructed across the Rapido, eight of
which are in use. Allied artillery is moving forward, There was no
change in the situation on the front of the Polish Corps north of
Cassino, In the Adriatic sector an Allied counterattack, supported by
artillery, recaptured and consolidated the positimns lost to a strong
German attack the previous day. Enemy artillery activity, reported as

heavy in this area, was silenced by counter-battery fires,

ASIATIC THEATER

1. Chinese forces continued to advance westward astride the Burma
Road on 12 May. One column reached Pingko and occupied Haipo. Enemy
resistance was being encountered in the vicinity of Tatang, west of
Man Lu, and southeast of Pingka. Three Chinese divisions and three
additional combat teams had erossed the Salween. Farther wast, US
troops had cleared the enemy from the Ritpong area., In the Arakan
sector British troops continued to withdrew to more favorable positions
for the impending monsoons without interference by the enemy. There was
little change in the situation on other Burma fronts,

2. During the three-day period from 12 to 14 May inclusive, elaven
B=24's bombed the Indaw railway station and airfield, Two missions of
1l B=25's each raided an enemy camp area east of Kawlin, and the town of
Monywa; four B-25's attacked positions south of Myitkyina and 35 other

=5 -



*sof 188"

~mey !'i'.lf& i‘w

FOELVIRKE BAF

! i
1.7
i ' MAHOEWAR] t SCHOUTEM 1

L | “

5 g A _'ﬁpﬂulqﬂl.
i o ™ -

r

= ¥

WESTERN NEW GUINEA

et —— Rl ll®




DECLASSIFIED
08D Letter, §-3-T8

medium bombers raided the Imphal-Tiddim Road in the vicionity of Tonzang
and Khusivum. Tactical missions concentrated against lines of communi-
cation in northern and western Burma, attacked enemy peositions in the
Arakan and Manipur sectors, and supported our troops in northern Burma,
bombing bridges and enemy installations in the vicinity of Myitkyina,
Mohnyin, Kamaing, Hopin, and Mogaung., Four (probably seven) enemy
planes were shot down on a sweep over the Meiktila area and three

additional planes were destroyed over western Burma during 14 May.

3. Sixteen B-25's of the 14th Air Force effectively bombed the
Japanese supply and fuel dump and the nearby bridge at Wan Pa Hsa on
the Burma-Thailand border during 14 May; many large explesions and fires
were cbserved, Twenty fighter bombers gave close support to Chinese

troops in the Salween offensive by bombing and machine-gunning the
Mengta-Tatang area and the enemy-held villages of Pingko and Haipo
during the day,

1. During 14 May, 60 B-24's, together with B-25's and P-40's, hit
gun positions, supply and personnel areas and villages in the Wakde area,
Other B-24 missions bonhodsuridnlirdrommdnoumklupplyl.rmm
Blak Island, causing explosions and large fires, Twenty-nine B=35'g
demolished buildings on Karkar Island and formations of B-24's, medium
bombers, and P=47's raided the Wewak area, obtaining an excellent con-
centration on the Boram airdrome. Light aireraft attacked installations
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at Hansa Bay and glide-bombed targets at Uligan, Six enemy planes
dropped 32 bombs on the Hollandia area wlthout causing damage.
There was no significant change in the ground situation on

Hew Guinea durlng this period.

2. BSouth Pacific air operations during 13 May consisted of 61
sorties on villages, gun positions and other installations on Buka and
northern Bougainville and bomber missions totalling 140 planes, in-
ecluding 21 B-25's, against supply and storage areas at Rataval and
Talili in northeastern New Britain.

3. Central Pacific aircraft during 12 and 13 May (target time)
made repeated attacks against enemy-held positions in the Marshall
Islands, Nauru was raided by 22 B-25's which dropped 21 tons of bombs
on the runway, power plant and phosphate installations. The night of
the 13th, five airfields in the Truk Group received 30 tons of bombs
dropped by 15 B=24's; three other heavy bombers reided Ponape with nine
tons. That same night harassing raids were continued against Taroa,
Mille and Wotje.

EASTERN FRONT

On 15 May, German attacks southeast of Stanislav were ineffective.
Northwest of Tiraspol, Axis troops have gained bridgeheads on left bank
of Dnestr.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

1. Adding to the attacks of cur own aireraft, already reported, the
Royal Adir Force also hammered enemy railroad yards, coastal batteries,
and othar military cbjectives in western Eurcpe during the peried 11
to 13 May. Seven hundred and thirty-two aircraft concentrated on rail
targets and other objectives in France and Belgium during 11 May, and
that night 343 bombers heavily attacked the Hasselt and Louvain yards
and batteries in the Boulogne and Le Havre areas; 1,71l tons of bombs
were dropped. On 12 May, TOl RAF planes again attacked coastal defenses
near Boulogne and Cherbourg, and the railway center at Douai, The
bombers returned to Louvain and Hasselt that night, dropping 870 tons
with good effect. Other RAF targets included the Chateaudun ammunitien
depot. Om 13 May, 579 RAF aircraft struck at railroad yards at Tourcoing,
Bethune and Dousi, attacked enemy transport targets in north France and
Belgium with rocket projectiles, and hit military cbjectives aleng the
French coast., During this three-day period, RAF bombers and supporting
fighters destroyed 37 (probably 38) enemy planes for the loss of L1 of
their aircraft.

2. During 12 and 13 May a total of 1,056 $th Air Force medium,
light and fighter bombers attacked airdromes, coastal batteries, bridges,
railroad yards and other targets on the Continent with 1,432 tons of
bombs; fair to excellent results were reported. TIwo enemy aircraft were
destroyed; we lost two medium bombers and two fighters.

Supplemental reportes of Bth Air Force operations for 13 May
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indicate that 1,6L9 tons of bombs and incendiaries were dropped on
Tutow, Osnabruck, Stettin and Stralsund. Although aerial opposition
to the day's operations was generally weak, 69 (probably 75) enemy
aircraft were destroyed in the air and 16 on the ground; we lost 12
heavy bombers and 1l fighters.

No operations were planned for the Bth and 9th Air Forces on
1l May due to unfavorable weather,

3. During the week ending 7 May US aircraft shot down 19 (probably
22) enemy aircraft in combat and destroyed four (probably five) more on
the ground. We lost 15 bombers and 22 fighters. During the same period
the RAF shot down 25 (probably 26) ememy planes and lost 93 planes from

all causes.

MEDITERRANEAN

1. Durdng the night of 12 May over 50 enemy aireraft attacked two
Allied airdromes in Corsica, destroying 23 aircraft and damaging 52
others. Four (probably nine) enemy planes were shot down. Increased
enemy air activity was noted in Italy on 13 May, 11 (probably 1l) Axis
planes being shot down.

2. On 13 May, Allied tactical aircraft provided air support to
ground troops and attacked commnications targets in central Ttaly. 4
total of 2,80l Strategic and Tactical Air Force sorties were made that
dagyr.

3. On 1l May, 711 of our escorted heavy bombers dropped over 1600
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tons of bombas on the railroad yards at Padua, Ferrara, Mantua, Vicenza,
Treviso, and the Mestre, Placenza and Reggio Emilia airdromes, and
targets at Piove di Sacco. Results were generally good. Forty-nine
P-38's machine-gunned the Aviano, Villorba and Rivolta airdromes.
Seventeen enemy planss were destroyed on the ground and one (probably

two) in combat.

L. Allied forces contimed to advance between Cassino and the
Tyrrhenian Sea on 1l May. American infantry were mopping up 5. Maria
Infante and captured M. Rotondo. After cleaning out enemy resistance
at San Andrea and in the neighboring hills, French forces captured
Vallemaio and M. Castellone in a five mile advance. S. Angelo was
cleared of the enemy. Despite strong German counterattacks Allied units
gsucceeded in reaching the Cassino-Pignataro road. Immediately north of
Casgino our patrols encountered stiff opposition. Near Orsogna a local
enemy attack over-ran a forward AJ;*L:I.ad position.

Considerable shelling of the port of Anzio was reported during
the night of 11-12 May and the following night.

G« Cumulative casualties on the Italisn mainland to 12 May are

as follows:
Killed Wounded lMissing  Total
¥ _Corps 225 1,029 113 1,367
e 3,818 12,97 2,190 18,619
Polish 72 g L87
Ttalian 7 L6 0 53
Total 3,594 13,L30 2,195 19,219
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Killed Woundad Missing Total

Fifth Army (Excl. ABF)
us " 5,747 20,150 3;h36 29,373
British 3,160 1L,595 5,399 23,154
French 2,272 8,50 658 11,434
Italian 185 Loé L83 1,074
Total 11,364 L3,697 9,976 65,037
Angio Beachhead
2,897 9,959 3,812 16,468
Britlish 1,565 1,236 L:IQE 13,296
Total Ly262 17,195 8,307 29,768,

ASIATIC THEATER

1. Chinese troops crossed the Salween River on 11 May launching
a new westward offensive. The crossings were made at Chihtacho, Tahei
Ferry, Man Lu and Mengta, in Yun-Nan Province. Other Chinese troops
are advancing on Lungling from the east.

2. During 11 and 12 May our medium bombers effectively attacked
central and scuth central Burma railway comminications. One hundred and
forty-nine tactical medium and fighter aireraft carried out widespread
attacks over northern and western Burma, concentrating on villages,
railroads, bridges, and enemy peositions. Eight (probably 11) enemy
planes were shot down in an attack on the enemy's airfields near

Meiktila and Heho.

3. Medium bombers of the 1Lth Adr Force attacked bridges at Hsenwl
and Mangshih, and started a large fire in the warshouse and storage area
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at Lungling on 13 May. Fighter planes damaged enemy installations at
Tatang and Mengta.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. An infantry regiment of the LiOth Divislon is now in the Talasea

and Cape Hoskins area.

2. Twenty-nine of our heavy and medium bombers attacked the Boram
airdrome. Others dropped more than 200 tons of bombs on the Wakds,
Maffin and Sawar runways, dumps and bivouac areas; two bombers were
destroyed on the Wakde rurway. Light aircraft harassed bivouac areas
and dumps in the Wewak area and in the vicinity of Hansa Bay. 13th Air
Force heavy bombers cansed demolitions at Bosnek on Biak Island, Three
B-2li's bombed Sorido at night. Ten B-2l's hit Namber and eight others
bombed the Moemi rumway.

Final reports on destruction of Japanese aircraft at Hollandia
show that 340 aircraft were damaged on the three Hollandia airstrips and
that 62 fighters and ten bombers were destroyed in combat over Hollandia
during a period of two weeks. Eighteen additional planes were destroyed
on the ground at Tadji making the total L30 enemy airplanes destroyed
in the area.

3. One mndred and twenty South Pacific aircraft damaged the docks
in the Buka area and bembed the Buka airstrip, Sorum and Chabai during
12 May. In the Rabanl area Bl Army and Navy bombers attacked gun
positions and barges; 85 other planes raided Tobera leaving the runway
unserviceable.
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h. On 12 May, 19 Army and Havy bombers attacked Jaluit. Other

aircraft attacked Ponape and the airstrip on Kusaile.
EASTERN FRONT

There were no significant changes on the Eastern Front during 1l

May .
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EUROPEAN THEATER

Freliminary reports covering Bth Air Force operations for 13 May
indicate that 783 bombers, escorted by about 1,100 fighters, were dis-
patched against German targets. The marshalling yards at Osnabruck,
oll refinery installations at Politz, and Tutow were attacked with
generally good results. Incomplete claims list 53 (probably 56) enemy
planes destroyed; 13 heavy bombers and eight fighter aircraft are

missing,

MEDITRIGANEAL

1, During the night of 12-13 May, British forces constructed a
bridge across the Rapido south of Cassino; as of noon the next day it
was reported to be in operation and suitable for heavy traffic. Two
other bridges were in operation socutheast of 5. Angelo. Beports indi-
cate that at least nine battalions, together with tank units, are
established in the bridgehead across the Rapido. Only isolated centers
of resistance remain in the town of 5. Angelo. South of the Liri River
French troops driving west and northwest have taken high ground over-
looking S. Andrea, captured Monti Majo, occuplied Castelforte and
established a line on the high ground to the northwest of that town.

On the extreme left flank US forces were attacking Monti Rotondo and
S. Meria Infante and had advanced southwest of that town against stiff
enemy resistance., Elsewhere along the Ttalian battle fronts the situ-

ation was reported to be gemerally quiet.
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2. On 13 May, 717 escorted heavy bombers of the 15th Air Force
dropped more than 1,700 tons on nine railroad yards on the rail line
traversing the Po Valley between Piacenza and Cesena and on {ive key
points near Bolzano controlling traffic through the Bremner Pass,

Oood concentrations were reported on most targets, Fighter opposition
was encountered only over the Bolzano and Modena areas and one (probably
three) enemy aircraft were shot down; two B-24's and one P-38 are

missing,

3. Twenty-two Allied bombers and fighters hit uildings, runway

and a dispersal area at Maleme airfield, Crete, on 12 May,

ASIATIC THEATER

l. Progress by Allied troops in northern Burma was reported on
13 May. Chinese forces in the Mogaung Valley repulsed an enemy attack
west of the Mogaung River and continued to advance. In the Fort Herts
Valley British troops have penetrated the ocuter defenses of Tiangzup
and were fighting along the road north of Nscpzup. Between the two
valleys Allied columns have pushed scuthward to cccupy Arang, eight miles
southwest of Ritpong. In the Menipur and Arskan sectors fighting con-
tinues with 1little change in the situation,

2. lith Alr Force action for 11 May included attacks by six B-25's
and 24 P-40's against enemy rail and water transportation north of
Tungting Leke, during which warehouses, a rail yard and rolling stock were
damaged and & 150-foot freighter and several smaller craft were sunk.
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On that day and the next the radio station on Cat Bal Island was
damaged by P-40 missions, rall yards and rolling stock northeast of
Hanol were successfully raided, and offensive missions were flown
over the Salween River area,

During this period Japanese aircraft operated against several
of our airfilelds in central and southern China but details of these

raids are lacking.
CIFIC 50U T PACIFIC ;

1. Australian ground forces from the Madang area reached Meglar
Harbor during 12 May. Forty-two bombers and fighters raided targets
in the Hansa Bay-Wewak portion of the northern New Guinea coast; the
air installations on Blak Island continued to be the target for B-24
miggions during the night of the 1lth and the following day. One B-24
was lost but the crew is safe,

Farther west, seven B-24's and three Australian patrol bembers
caused numercus fires and exploslons at Namlea (Boerce Island); six
other B-24's raided Laha on Ambon and Dil1li on Timor, Formations
totalling 30 Dutch and Australian medium bombers attacked a radio
station and village in western New Cuinea, and effectively raided a
barracks area at Penfoei, Timor,

2, Targets in the Buka-Bougainville area including the Buka air-
strip were attacked by South Pacific formations totalling 114 airecraft
cn 11 May. The Rabaul airfields of Vunakansu and Tobera and supply
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areas in the northern Cazelle Peninsulsa were ralded by 79 bombers and
fighters; Navy missions totalling 58 aircraft bombed gun positions on
New Ireland.

3. 0n 11 May (target time) six B-25's delivered a six-ton bomb
load to Langar Island, Other Cemtral Pacific missions totalling 57
aircraft attacked Wotje, Mille, and Jaluit. That night 21 B-24's
raided Truk; 62 tons of bombs were dropped and one (probably two) of
eleven intercepting planes were shot down without reported loss. An

airfield on Ponape was hit by one other B-24.

EASTERN FRONT

Soviet forces made light thrusts south of Narva on 13 May. Red
counterattacks northwest of Tiraspol to regain their bridgehead over
the Dnestr Hiver were unsuccessful.

In the 35-day Crimean campalgn, the Soviets claim to have killed

50,000 Axis troops and to have captured 61,000 prisoners.

WESTERN HEMISPHERE

The War Department has placed all military missions in Latin
dmerica, with the exception of that in Paraguay, under the centralized
direction of the Caribbean Defense Command. The mission to Paraguay
is being placed under the direction of Headquarters, US Amy Forces,

South Atlantic., The Joint Brazil-US Military Commission in Rlo de Janeiro
will continue to be administered by the Wer Department.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

In the Bth Air Force operations on 11 May against airfields at
Orleans and important railroad yards in eastern France, Alsace and
Lorraine, more than 2,300 tons of bombs were dropped and 2 (probably
27) enemy planes were destroyed in the air and on the ground. We
lost 16 heavy bombers and five fighters. 9th Air Force missions that
day attacked four gun positions, two airdromes and two railroad yards,
a total of 257 medium and 87 1light bembers dropping 571 tons during
these cperations, Similar targets were hit with 126 tons by 286 P-L7's.

On 12 May, 952 Bth Air Force bombers, escorted by 950 fighters,
were airborne against five synthetic oll plants and an aircraft
assembly plant in the vicinity of Leipzig. According to preliminary
reports bambing was fair to excellent on all primary targets and 73
enemy aircraft were shot down. Forty-four of our heavy bombers and

nine fighters have not returned.
MEDITERRANEAN

1. During the night of 10-11 May, L1 Allied bombers dropped 69
tons of bombe on railroad yards at Budapest. The following day 1L9
medium and 186 fighter bombers attacked railroad bridges and installa-
tions in the Florence, Orvietc and Ancona areas and the harbors of
Portoferraio (Elba) and Piombino, A mission of 55 P-L7's alsc struck
Portoferraioc, damaging a factory and storage tanks and hitting the
main jetty. Thirty-six A-30's attacked gun positions in the battle
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area with fair results.
Approximately 25 enemy aircraft operated against an Allied

convoy; five enemy planes were shot down without Allied loss,.

2, On 12 May more than 700 heavy bombers of the Strategic Alr
Force attacked warshouses, railroad yards, chemical works, an enemy
corps headquarters and other profitable targets in Italy, as far
north as Genoa &nd Ferrara. In most cases accurate results were
reported. A total of 1854 tons were dropped. (One B-24{ was lost; one
(probably two) enemy aircraft were destroyed.

Madium and fighter bombers attacked troop concentrations, gun
positions apl bridges behind the enemy lines giving direct support to
the Allied drive against the Custav line. More than 2,750 sorties were
flown during the day, the largest single day's cperations for our
Mediterranean Allied Air Forces to date. Only one enemy ailrplanes was
sighted over the battle area. Fourteen of cur light aircraft are
missing.

3. By noon of 12 May American troops had advanced one-halfl to
threse-quarters of a mile along their entire front from the Tyrrhenian
Sea northwards, taking several small villages, including Damianec,

The French on their right flank had alsc advanced, capturing Monti
Faito. British troops had established a marrow bridgehead across the
Rapido between Cassino and the Lirl River and were consolidating their
positions. Farther north the Polish Corps initially made some gains
but were finally driven back by repeated enemy counterattacks, Bitter
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resistance was being encountered along the whole fronmt of attack.

ASIATIC THEATER

1. During the night of 9-10 May, three B-24's started several
fires in the enemy barracks at Nagorn Sawarn and five others mined
the approaches to Mergui. The next night nine B-24's bombed storage
and barracks areas at Myitkyina and one other bombed Mogaung, In
tactical air operations for the period 9 to 11 May, imclusive, medium
and fighter bombers flew many missions throughout central, western
and northwestern Burma, striking at enemy transpert facilities,
battle positions, and supply installations. Two missions of nine B-25's
each started numerous fires in Myitkyina, The Tiddim road in the
Tongsang area received several direct hits from 19 Allied bombers;
Aungban and another enemy airfield were attacked by P-38's which
destroyed six (probably nine) planes in the air and on the ground with
no loss to themselves. In ancther sweep of enemy airfields in the
Meiktila-Anisakan-Heho area, 24 P-51's destroyed 13 (probably 15) of
the 25 enemy planes encountered, losing no planes,

On 9 May, more than 20 Japanese planes raided Palel; two
bombs hit an ammunition dump. The next day enemy planes raided the
Blshenpur and Buri Bazar areas causing a few casualties at the latter
target; antiaircraft fire claimed three (probably five) enemy planes,

2. AMditional fighter missions of the 1lith Air Force om 10 May
damaged bridges and bombed the town of Temgchung. Other fighters

oy
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operated against railroad installations and rolling stock northeast
of Hanoi., BSix P-40's, two of which were armed with rockets, caused
considerable damage to & hydro-electric dam west of Caoc Bang.

The following day four B-24's damaged the Purma Road with
1,000-1b, bombs, Fighter planes destroyed the main bridge north of
Mangshih and started nmumerous fires in & village north of Tengchung.

PACIFIC SOUTH PACIFIC

1. Elements of our Aitape ground force cccupied Marubian on 11
May. Enemy dead in the Aitape-Hollandia area now total 1,600.

Mokmer airdroms on Biak Island was harassed by B-24 missions
during the night of the 10th and the following day; ancther heavy
bomber damaged a 2,000-ton vessel 280 miles east of Palau, Iarge fires
started and ammunition dumps exploded when Wakde Island was attacked
by 23 B-24's and 61 B-25's. Airfields and supply areas in the Wewak
area and targets along the Sepik River were hit during the day by
formations totalling 32 heavy, 21 medium, and 23 light bombers.

2. Eighty-two medium, dive, &nd fighter bombers attacked the Tobera
and Lakunal airfields and other targets in the Rabaul area on 10 May.

The Kavieng airfields and gun positions were pounded by 66 Navy bombers;
and 85 other planes, including 12 B-25's, raided the Buka-Bougainville
reglon starting & large fire in a supply area, damaging the Bonis rumway,
destroying a bridge and setting fire to a village,

3. Truk was hit with 39 tons of bombs dropped by two formations

-l
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totalling 14 B-24's during the night of 9-10 May (target time).
FPonape and (roluk each wers attacked by one B-24. The next day 34
tons of bombs were distributed over Marshall Islands targets by 78
other Central Pacific planes, including 24 B-25's. Six B-25's raided
Langer Island, That night Wake was attacked by three B-24's which

dropped six tons of bombs without encountering antiaircraft fire.
TERN FRONT

Considerable Russian guerrilla activity was reported south of
Polotsk on 12 May. The remaining Axis forces in the Crimea have been
destroyed.
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EURQPEAN THEATER

-10
RAF bombers during the night urqﬁ-'i May dropped more than 2,900

tons of high explosives on targets in western and scuthern France and
on Berlin, The targets included seven coastal battery positions

(2,066 tons), a foundry at Paris (344 tons), alr installations at Brest
(338 tons), the Annecy ball-bearing factory (111 tons), and Berlin

(36 tons). The next day some 350 planes struck targets in northern
France and Belgium with 399 tons of bombs,

During 10 May 373 more planes hit railway centers at Monceau-Sur-
Sambre and Mons, military objectives in the Calais-Abbeville-pAmiens
area and & Rouen smmunition dump with & total of 172 tons of explosives.
That night railroad yards at Chent, Lens, Courtrai and Lille, a coastal
battery at Dieppe, and Ludwigshafen were targets for nearly 2,500 tons
of high explosives dropped by the RAF. Fifteen bombers are missing
from the night's operations,

Although 8th Alr Force strateglc missions were recalled because of
bad weather conditions on 10 May, the 9th Alr Force was able to operate
against rail yards, airdromes and military installations in Belgium
and France. Formations totalling 833 planes dropped a total of 7B6 tons
of explosives on these cbjectives, Six enemy planes were destroyed on
the ground; we lost five,

Incomplete reports indicate that some 1,000 escorted heavy bombers
of the Bth Air Force on 11 May attacked two rail centers in Brussels and
nine others along the western Oerman boundary between Liege and the

Swiss border.
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MEDITERRANEAN

1. During the night of 9-10 May, 30 RAF planes bombed the harbors
of Leghorn and Genoa and elght B-24's laid mines in the Danube River.
Fifteen enemy planes attacked our installations at Anzio; no damage was
reported and antiaircraft fire claimed two planes as probably destroyed.

During 10 May, when strateglc missions were over Austrian
targets as reparted yesterday, 252 medium and light bombers concentrated
against bridges and railrcad lines in central and western Italy. Fighter
bomber missicns attacked railroad lines eand bridges along both coasts
and communications and supply dumps in the Aome area, Spitfires raided
barbors, gun positions and enemy concentrations in Albania,

Additional reports of the attack on 10 May against the Wiener-
Neustadt aircraft works state that the antiaircraft fire was the heaviest
yet encountered by the 15th Air Force. In two of the groups participating
in the attack every aircraft was hit. It is believed that the antiair-
craft defenses there have been reinforced with guns from other points.

Adverse weather on 1l May caused cancellation of 15th Alr Farce

operations,

2, In appralsing the effectiveness of enemy air attacks off the
North African coast, the North African Theater reports that between
October 1943 and April 1944, 224 Allied ships were sailing dalily along
the North African coast in major convoys, aggregeting 47,712 ship-days,
each affording the enemy a chance to attack. During this time 16 Allded
freighters have been sunk, 11 damaged, two escorts sunk, and one damaged,
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These successes have cost the enemy 41 airplanes destroyed by aircraft,
14 by antiaircraft fire and other causes, plus eight probables, The
Theater points out that this loss represents more than 15 percent of

the enemy's aircraft operating on these missions,

3. During the 24{-hour pericd ending at noon on 11 May, the Cassino
area and the sector to the north were the principal centers of activity
on the Italian front. Considerable patrol action and exchanges of
artillery and mortar fires were reported in the area west and northwest
of Ateleta end southeast of Terelle; numercus enemy patrols were repulsed
in the Cassino area, two iln the town itself. At the beachhead the ensmy
was reported to be generally alert, reacting quickly to Allied movements.

According to a late communique, the recent aggressive patrol
activity on the trans-Italian battle line has covered a regrouping of
Allied forces, preparatory to & mejor attack against the Qustav Line.
The Fifth and Eighth Armies launched this effort at 11 PM (theatre time)
on 11 May.

ASIATIC THEATER

1. On the eastern side of the Mogaung Valley, Allied troops have
occupied Hlagyl and Wala. Stiff resistance is still being encountered
west of the river. Farther east, Riptong has been cleared of the enemy
and our troops have advanced two miles to the south, In the Manipur
sector inconclusive fighting continues around Kohima. British forces
made some progress south of Bishenpur and continued on the offensive,
Increased fighting in the Tengnoupal area resulted in a slight withdrawal

S T
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by British forces whose forward positions are now eight miles south
of Palel. No change was reported in the situation on the Arakan front.

2. In a sweep of the south China coast on 10 May four P-40's
destroyed at least six 50-foot junks and damaged many others. Two othar
P-40's flew an offensive photo recomalssance over the Chiengmal-
Kengtung area and destroyed six trucks along the road.

The Liangshan airfield 100 miles northeast of Chungking was
attacked by six enemy bombers which hit the runway with 35 bombs.

1. Allied ground patrols approached Cape Croisilles on 10 May
without contact with the enemy. Two hundred and fifty-eight Japanese
have been captured in the Hollandia-pitape area, and about 731 indi-
viduals of varicus Allied naticnalities have been liberated,

Twelve 5th Air Forca B-24's dropped 27 tons of explosives on
the Woleal rumway on 9 May. The ammunition dumps and supply areas at
Bosnek and the Molmer airdrome dispersal areas were attacked that day
and the next by a total of 39 B-24's. On the latter day 13th Air Farce
heavy bombers based in the Admirslties attacked Truk, starting two large
fires; one B-24 was lost. S8ixty-five bombers and fighter bombers started
fires in supply areas near Wewak with 43 tons of explosives. Langgoer
airfield and village in the Kal Islands were attacked by nine Dutch
medium bombers,

2. South Pacific air missions during 9 May consisted of attacks

-
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by a total of 47 Navy dive bombers on coastal guns in New Ireland,
33 fighter-bomber sorties on targets near Lakunai, and sweeps by 98
Armmy and Navy bombers on gun positions, buildings and ammunition
dumps in the Buka-Bougainville and Shortlands areas.

3. Central Pacific planes flew 77 sorties against targets on
Jaluit, Wotje, Mille and Maloelap during 9 May (target time) attacking
gun batteries, power installations, ammunition magazines and bivouac
areas. Ponape received 1{ tons from two missions, one of six B-25's
and the other of 11 B-24's en route from the Admiralties to their

Central Pacific base.

EASTERN FRONT

A German surprise attack on 11 May wiped out the Soviet bridgehead
on the west bank of the Dnestr, northwest of Tiraspol. In the Crimea,

the remnants of the Axis forces are being mopped up.
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GENERAL

The War Department has instructed the Army Air Forces Redistribution
Center at Atlantic City to warn personnel returning from the Eurcopean
and North African theaters to be particularly careful not to diseuss
military matters except in line of duty. BSpecial attention is to be
glven to briefing combat air cra'na.ret.um!n:: on lsave as well as regular

ATC trans-Atlantic erews and passengers.

EUROPEAN THEATER

1., 9th Air Force missions totalling 1,18L modium, light and fighter
bombers attacked military installatiocns, coastal guns, railrcad yards
and other targets on the Continent during 9 May with 1,086 tons of explo-
sives, Our losses {rom these cperations were one medium bomber and

two Cipghter bombers. Two enemy aireraft were shot down.

2. On 10 May, 1,015 heavy bombers of the Bth Alr Force which took
off to attack targets in northwestern Germany were recalled becausa of

unfavorahle weather en route to their targets.
MEDITERRANEAN

1. Strategic missions were cancelled during 9 Hay because of
weather. Tactical aireraft of the Mediterranean Allied Adr Forces {lew
a total of 1,11l sorties on that day, striking at targets in central
Italy and shipping in the Adriatic and performing routine missions.

Railread bridpes and the viaduct at Inciea, and an enemy headquarters
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south of Aquila were among the objectives attacked with obasrved effect.
Rallroad installationas and yards in the Florence area were accurately

bombed by Tk P-L47's.

More than 750 escorted 15th Air Force B-17's and H-2i's were
dispatchad to attack alreraft factories and alrcraft installations at
Wisner-Neustadt during 10 May. Heavy overcast was encountersd en route
and 333 of our heavy bombers were forced to turn back. The attacking
aireraft dropped 936 tons of explosives with fair coverage. Intense
and accurate antiaireraft fire and between 160 and 190 enemy f{ighters
wera encountered in the target area. Our fighters shot down 11 (probably
1L} enemy planes; our bomber claims have not as yet been evaluated.
Thirty heavy bombers and thres fiphters failed to return., Railway yards
at Knin were the target for 12 B-2l's whose crews reported hits in the

Area.

2, COerman and Allied patrols were active in the Adriatic sector
during the 2L-hour peried ending at noon 10 May. Our troops now ocoupy
Palena and Taranta. Elsewhere along the trans-Italian battle line ard
at the beachhead increased patrol activity and artillery exchanges were

reported,

3. On 2 May, the following was the status of Axis prisoners of the

Mediterranean Theater:

Held by US forces: 79,990

Held by British forces: 50,567

Sent to US: 177,299

Sent to UK: 33,166

Sent to Widdle Eant: 3,975
=D -
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ASIATIC THEATER

1. Chineas troops were advancing slowly down the Mopaung Valley
according to latest reports; units on the east flank were engaped with
the enemy in the Auche and Warong areas. Thers was little change on the
western Burma fronts; British trcops made some gains in the Kohima area
wierea heavy [lighting continues. Ninor skimmishes were roported north
of Imphal and near Tengnoupal. On the Arakan front Allied withdrawals

to monsoon poslitions continued.

2. Sixty-eight Allied aircraft attacked enemy positions, supply
dimps and lines of communication in northern and western Burma during
? May. Other planes bombed an enemy headguarters in the Ukhrul area

during the day.

3. On 8 May, 1hth Afr Force and Chinese-American P-L0's damaged
rolling stock and buildings along the railroad northeast of Hanoil. They
also attacked shipping along the Yanrtze in the Tungting Lake area,
sinking a gascline barge and damaging many small boats. Two of our planes

failed to retumn.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. Japanese troops evacnated their position four miles north of
the Hollandia airdrome during 9 May.
Forty-five heavy bombers maintained cur attacks on the Hokmer

airdrome during 8 May using 69 tone ‘of bombe; one enery plane was destroyed
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on the ground. Thirty-three A=-20's ralded supply areas at Boram and

Nightingale Bay. That night Blak Island, Panfoel and Kcepang were also
attacked. On 9 May more than 137 Allled sireraft struck at enemy supply
areas in northeastern New Oulnea, and 22 others harassed villages along
the Sepik River. The Langgoer, Faan, and Doka Harat airdromes ware also

targets for Allied aircraft.

2. Our Scuth Pacliflc aircraft effectively attacked gun installations
in the Buka Passape area on 8 May, using 23 tons of bombs and rocketa;
gun pesitions at Cape Friendship were attacked by Navy dive- and torpedo-
bombers. Forty fighter-bombers attacked targets in Bougainville and other
bombers renewad their sttacks on enemy installations at Habaul, Vunakanau
and Tobera with 35 tons of bombs; two Japanese planes were destroyed an
the ground. DBorpop and gun positions at Cape Namarodu received 23 tons

of explosives from Navy dive-bombars.

3. Central Pacific-based medium bomberz attacked airfields and
other targets in the Marshalls and Carclines on 8 May, dropping twelve
tons on buildings on Enybor, twelve tons on a Wetje pun position and
five tons on alrfields in the Ponape Oroup.

EASTERN FRONT

No important change in the situatlon on the eastern front was

reported during 10 May.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

1. One of thres JU-08's obaerved over Iceland on B May was

probably damaged by antiaireraft fire.

2. Bovised figures for the B May attack against Berlin and
Brunswick, in which our bombers dropped nearly 1,700 tons of incen-
diaries and explosives, ralsed the total of anemy alrcraft dastroyed
to 107 (probably 127). In operations lut;l‘r that day, during which 92
B-1T's droppad 126 tone on military installations in the Pas de Calais
area and 57 H-::’_h."s hammored the Brussels marshalling yards with 163 tons,
five B=1T7's ware lost to intense antiaireraft fire ovar the former
target area., That same day L2 B-26's, 117 A-20's and 334 P=L7's of
the 9th Adir Force hit three coastal gun’ positions, six brideses, five
airdromes, and two raillroad yards in northwestern Eurcpes with 841 tons
of bombs. Two B-26's are missing.

HAF cperations during 8 May included a heavy attack against
military installations in the Pas de Calais during which escorted
bombers dropped L53 tons and attacks against the marshalling yards at
Busigny and Sergueux. 'I'J'll‘t.' night 119 bombers dropped 501 tons in the
Haine 8t. Plerre marshalling wvards and three cross=channel coastal
batteries received bomb loads of between 150 and 200 tons each., Sixty-
thres other RAF bombers dropped 366 tons on airfields and seaplane
installations near Brest. Osnabruck was the tarpet for 27 Mosquito
bombera with 18 two-ton borbas. Ten bombers are missing from thesa

cperations.
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Railway yards at Thienville, Luxemburg, and Liege and seven
airdromes in northwestern Eurcpa, including two near Laon, were atbacked
by Bth Air Force missions during 9 May. Eight hundred fifty-nine heavy
bombars escorted by more than 1,000 fighters were dispatched on these
miseions. Six enemy airoralt were destroyed; six bombers and saven

fightars failed to return.
MEDITERRANEAN

1, PBucharest was attacked by 59 Allied Strategliec bombers during
the night of 7-B May with Sl tons of bombs. Fires were burning in the
city upon arrival of this mission which scored observed hits in the
industrial area and railroad yards. Two othar heavy bombers attacked
the railroad bridge at Filissi, dropping four tons from minimum altitude.
Seven bombers are missing from these missions. Twanty-two light bombers
attacked motor transportation in the Rome area and three railroad towna
to the north and northwest.

The next day unfavorable weather precluded operations of our
heavy and medium bomber units. Light and fighter bombers in numbers
exceading 300 planes attacked a radar station south of Civitavecchia,
highways and railreads north of Rome and gun positions, supply dumps
and motor transport north of the beachhead. Thirty-four other aircraft
raided a reported Oerman headquarters area, motor transportation and
shipping in Yugoslavia and Albania.

2. Our Anzio beachhead forees, on 9 May, repulsed an enemy attack
against the center of the line during which thay scorsd four hits on six
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ene=my tanks. On the oast flank, US patrols engaged an Italian patrel,
inflioting casualtisa. Along the trans=-Italian battls line enomy patrols
and working parties were active, partloulurly around Cagsino and north
of Aris111, Our patrols in the Palena area oporated without contact
with the anemy, oocupied Ossborals and reported that the hiph ground
northwest of 8, Angelo was free of enomy forces. Artillery and mortars
of both sides wers active alonmg both battle fronmts. The night of B May
about S0 enesy shells fell in the Anslo port area without damaging ship-—

ping.

3. The Gresk harbor of Ehalkin was puocessfully mined by three
RAF bombers during the night of 7-2 May. BElght medius bosmbers and four
light bombors cratered the Malsme airdrose on Crete, durding the nlpht.

Explosions and fires wers ohsarved.
ASIATIC THEATER

1. Hetween 7 nnd 9 May inclupive Allied strategic bombers attacked
a varisty of targpets in central and southarn Burma, The largest misaion
al 22 Wallingtons startad & large fire and caused a series of axplosions
in the Moirang area. Other formations scored hits on the Shwebo rall
yurds and on the Tiddim-Tephal road north of Tonmang, bombed Martaban
and lald mines in the Martaban-¥oulmein ferry ared.

On 7 and B Moy, tactical alroraft attacked enemy ponitions

and installaticns in the Kohima and Imphal areas, river craft in the Mayu-
Faladan sector, and rolling stoock in the Mandalay and Thazl areas.
P-38 misnions attacked an airfisld near Melktila on both days, destroying

-
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four enemy planes on the ground and in the air. P-40 missions raided

Kamaing.

2. No gipnificant changes developed on the battle fronts in the
Manipur area and in northern Burma according to the report of 9 May
from the Theater. Flghting continues near Bishenpur and Palel, Japanese
attacks being repulsed in both areas. On the Arakan front, fizhting
contimues southeast of Maunpdaw. The Japanese occupied Sinchbyin, three

miles north of Buthidaung, following British evacuation of the town.

3. Previously unreported llith Adr Force action for 6 May indicates
that 1l medium bombers with 38 fighters as escort heavily raided enamy
installations at Hankow airdrome starting many fires and causing large
explosiona. Of some 30 enemy airoraft which attempted interception,
one (probably four) ware shot down; four of our escorting fighters are

migsing.
FACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. In New Britain, the Cape Hoskins airdrome was occupied by our
i _rces during 8 May; no contact with the enemy was reported in that area.
Active patrolling continues in the Hollandia area.

In addition to the mission of L5 B-2li's which hit Mokmer
airdrome on Biak Island on 7 May (reported yesterday) ten others raided
that target during the night and the following day. Oocod coverage that
caused fires and explosions in the dispersal areas was reported. On 8

May, 2k P-0's over the same area machine-gunned a large freighter and

U
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a lugger. Fifteen Australian medium bombers started large fires in the
storage areas at Wewak, Patrol missions totalling 1l B-2L's over the
Vogelkop Peninsula-Mapia Island area shot down two enemy bembers and

destroyed at least one of eleven enemy interceptors.

2. During T May, when weather prevented South Pacifie aireraft
from reaching Habaul, 15 B=25's and six Navy bombers raided the Cape
Friendship area in scuthemrn Bougainville. W¥Navy bombars and Army fighters
attacked gun positions and supply areas on elther side of Buka Passage
causing large explosions at Porton Plantation and Schana Island. Twenty-

two other Army fighters raided targets in the Empress Augusta Bay region.

3., Vital defense areas on the island of Guam were bombed and photo-
graphed at noon on T May by ten B-2li'es and six Navy photographic planes,
all of which returned to cur base in the Admiraities., Seven (probably 10)
of 25 intercepting Japanese aircraft wers shot down. Central Pacific
bombers, in 72 sorties, continued the raids on eneny positions in the
Marshall Islands and on Ponape with over 38 tona of bombs during the
day. That night 1l B-2L's bombed enemy installations in the Truk Group.
Five heavy bombers hit Ponape during this same period. The next day,
2y Mavy and Marine planes raided Wotje gun positions with over four tons.

EASTERN FRONT

Sevartopol was captured by the Scvieta during 9 May.
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EUROCFEAN THEATER .

1., Unidentified aircraft were plotted over Iceland on T May.

2, On 6 May six B-25's hit coastal defenses at Le Hawvre with 12
tons of bombs and 13 Mosquito bombers dropped 1l tons on military
objectives in the Abbeville-Amiens area. A Spitfire mission attacked
Gapl airfield. - BAF missions also succesafully attacked enemy shipping.
British carrier-based aireraft attacked two convoys off Norway, sink-
ing a 2,500-ton vessel and seoring hits on four other vessels. Other
fighter aircraft attacked a 19-vessel convoy 12 miles north of Borlm,
hitting seversl vessels and leaving three afire and one probably sinking.
That night 149 RAF bombers raided the Mantes marshalling yards with 665
tons of explosives; reporting good concentrations in the target area.
Two ammunition dumps scuth and southwest of Le Mans were hit by forma-
tiona totalling 120 bowbers carrying an aggregate bombload of 720 tons.
Mosquito bombers, armed with two- and four-ton bombs, attacked Ludwigshafen,
Leverkusen and Cologne. Five bombers are missing from these operaticns.

Enemy aireraflt operated over the British Isles the night of
6~7 May, attacking shipping off Scotland and bombing a Dorset military
camp, causing several casualties.

Later reports of the Bth Air Force attack over Germany cn 7
May, indicate that 1,3L2 tons of explosives and incendiaries were dropped
on Berlin by 553 escorted B-17's and that Osnabruck and Munster received
058 tons from 312 B-2l's. Results were uncbserved at all targets and
enemy alr opposition was reported as weak. None of the 20 enemy planes

Y
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enoointered showed determination in pressing home attacks ard ro olaims
were reported either by our bombers or their 627 escorting fighters. We
lost nine bombers and four fighters. In the afterncon 29 B-2li's dropped
B tonn of hombs on the rail yards at Liege; results were poor, no anemy
aircraft wers sncountored and there were no claims or losses.

During the merning of 7 May, 125 B-26's of the Tth Alr Force
dropped 2LS tons of bosbs on the reflroad yards at Msgiores Asrachot and
Malmy, That afterncon 170 sedimm bembers dropped 329 tons of peneral
purpose bombs on three coastal gun nites, a military imstallation, and
an alreraft factory at Le Mans, & total of 276 P-L7's armed with 117
tone of bomba hit rallroad yards and alrdromes, and destroyed two bridges
at Vornon and Mantes. Our losses for the day were one B-26 and six
fighters.

During the night of 7-8 May, 91 BAF bombers dropped 296 tons
of high explosives on the Nantes mirfisld, A total of L17 RAF planes
attacked Saint Valery en Coux, airfields at Rennes and Teurs, amsunition
dmps at Chatesudun, Salbris and Brup, and a chemical works at Levericusen.

On 8 My, 927 bosbers and §2l fighter planos of the Bth Air
Foree were airborme in a follow-up sttack on Berlin and on Brunswick,
Our fighters shot down 59 (probably 62) enemy planse. Preliminary reports
stats that we lost 36 heavy bombors and 13 fighters. During the evening
185 bombers, escorted by 72 [ighters, wore airbome to attack military
ingstallations in the Fas de Calals and Charbourg Peninmula and a rall
yard in Belgium,
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NEDITERRANEAN

1. The 15th Air Force, which made heavy attacks against Balkan
targets on T May as reported yesterday, was prevented [rom operating
on & May by unfavorable weather.

Tactical formations on 7 May attacked roads in the Stimigliano-

Lake Bracclano area, bridges near Acquapendente and Ancona and rail
installations in central ITtaly. OCun pesitions north of the beachhead
and sopply dumps in the Rome area were attacked by fighter aircraft;
north of Lake Bracciano an encounter with 18 enemy aireraft resulted in
the destruction of nine without loss on our part. Along the Dalmatian ~
coast a railroad junction, military installations, bridges, and shipping

were hit by other f{iphter missions.

2, Increased enemy artillery and mortar {ire was reported hy the
Mlied troope operating in the Cassino area during the 2h-hour period
ending at noon on 8 May. To the north, enemy shells hit a dump area,
cauging casualties and damage to equipment. Allied patrols, operating
to Palena and Pissavini, reported the former area clear of the enemy and

proceeded southward. At the Angic beachhead the enemy reacted aggressively

to US patrol action; his artillery is reported to be more heavily con-
cantrated in rear, rather than forward, areas.

3. RAF planes attacked the airfield at Pediada Kastelli (Crete),
raided Portolago Bay (Lerocs), and mined Khalkis Harbor (Oreece), during
the night of 6=7 May.
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ASTATIC THEATER

1, Slight gains were reported by Allied forces in the Mogaung
'i"a.{_].ujr and in the Manipur area; a Japanege attack in the Palel area
was repulsed and British ferces have occupled several small villages
to the northeast. Fighting contlinued in the Bishenpur area. On the
Arakan coast, Buthidaung has been evacuated by British foroes which

withdrew on 6 May.

2. On 5 and 6 May, Strategic bombers mined the harbor of Koh Si
Jang Island, in the Gulf of Siam, attacked a storage area north of
Kalemyo in western Burma and lines of communication, bridges and targets
of opportunity in northern and central Burma,

Tactical ajreraft, in addition to flying ground support missions,
raided gun positions, villages, a supply dump, rolling stock, airfields
and river ¢raft in the enemy rear areas in Bumma.

Six Japanese [ighter bombers attacked two Allied airfields on
6 May; only light damage resulted. The same day 16 Japanese bombers
and fighter bombers raided the Bishenpur area. RAF interceptors shot

down two (probably three) of the enemy's planes,

3. On 6 May, lLth Air Force fighters sank or damaged several small
boate along the French Indo-China coast and bombed mines at Nanchang.
Fifteen P-4i0's attacked the bridge at Sienning and destroyed ralling
stock along the railroad between that town and Puchi. That day and the
next other planes attacked enemy rail installations northeast of Hanoi

destroying locomotives and other rolling stock.
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On 6 May, 1l Japanese planes bombed Namyunp, damaging the

radie station and hangar and a taxiway.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

l. Previcusly unreported Scuthwest Pacific air action on & May
listed attacks by 12 B-2l's on the Woleail airdrome and by 19 B-2L's
against the Mokmer supply area. That night Pfive B-2l'a started fires
in the dispersal area at Mokmer; the next day escorting fighters for
ancther B-2l mission against this target shot down nine of twelve enemy
intarceptors.

Supply and bivouac areas at Sarmi were effectively bombed by
62 B-2i's and large fuel fires were started at Sawar and Maffin Bay by
k2 B-25's. Two hundred and ninety-five tons of explosives were used an
these two missions, Twelve other heavy bombers hit the Utarom rurway at
noon,. Light bombers and fighters raided the Wewa: and Hansa Bay areas.
During this periocd four RAAF bombers started large spreading fires in
the supply areas in Kaimana Tewnship and ancother bombed the Utarom air-
drome, Six RAAF fighters hit an airdrome on the Arce Islands,

2. Numerous fires were started and a larpe axplogion observed
during 6 May on Bougainville when 71 South Pacific aircraft raided enemy
targets on that island. One hundred and eleven Army and Navy planes
effectively hit Japanese insgtallations on the northern Gaszelle Peninsula
during the day concentrating on the Talili and Rataval supply areas. '
Forty-eight others dive bombed Borpop gun positions in New Ireland,

-l u
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

Sixteen US bombers attacked Kashiwabara, Suribachl and other tarpets
on Paramushiro early on T May. The tarpets were bombed throupgh an over=

cast by the use of radar equipment. We lost ocne plane.

EUROPEAN THEATER

1. An unidentified aircraft was reported over Iceland early on

6 May.

2. The railroad center at Cambrai was the target on 5 May for 52
medium and light bombers which dropped B4 tons of bombs. Fiphter bombers
attacked the rallroad centers of Hazebrouck and Le Havre.

On f;llaal‘, 6, B-2li's bombed military installations cn the
continent. The next day a total of 1,011 B-17's were dispatched against
Berlin, Osnabruck and Munster. Approximately 980 fighter planes were
detailed to provide the cover for these formations. Details of the
attack have not been reported; ten bombers and five fighters failed to

return.
MEDITERRANEAN

1. During the night of S-6 May an HAF misalon of L3 bombers attacked
the Campina railroad yards and oil refinery with 35 tons of bombs claiming
many hits in the target areas. Thirty-one other bombers mined the Danube
iver., On 6 May, while US strategic bombers were attacking Roumanian
rall targets (reported yesterday), Allied Tactical aireraft maintained

k.
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their efforts against enemy communications and supplies in central
Italy, including strikes against It.ri., Farindola and the Viterbo and
Spoleto areas.

On 7 May, L2l bombers of the 15th Air Force, escorted by 232
fighters, dropped 1,11l tons on the railroad yards at Bucharest. Hits
were scored on the roundhouse, work shops, rolling stock and buildings.
A smaller mission bombed t;]‘:lﬂ rallroad bridge at Pancevo, noar Belgrade,
with 10% tons; six of our bombers and one figshter were lost in these
operations.

During the night of 6-7 ¥ay Allied heavy and mediim bombers

attacked Bucharest.

2, GOround operations at the Anzic beachhead and on the trans-Italian
battle front up to noon on 7 May were limited to mortar and artillery
fires and patrol activities; our troops repulsed a strong raid northeast
of Castelforte while Ortona was heavily shelled by the enemy. The

Germans were busy in and arcund Cassino.

3. Cumulative casualties on the Italian mainland to L May follow:
Killed Wounded Missing Total

Vo
_— 18 893 108 1,185
Eighth Arm
British 3,L36 12,539 2,141 18,156
Polish 1 258 13 ez
Italian 5 38 0 L3
Total 3,h82 12,835 2,194 18,511
-0
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Eilled Wounded Missing Total
5,712 20,000 3,430 29,146
3,160 1L,595 L, 799 22,550
2:2L7 8,376 653 11,276
185 Lioé L83 1,074
11,304 L3,381 9,365 &ly, 050
2,618 55643 3,808 16,059
1,532 7,012 L, 189 13,033
i, 150 16,655 8,297 29,102
19,120 73,76l 19,94] 112,748

L. On & May, 25 RAF fighter planes attacked radar stations and

enamy installations in southern Greece and Crete.

That night German

planes dropped several bombs and flares on Alexandria but caused only

glight demage.

ASTATIC THEATER

/1. Little change 1s reported from the Mogaung Valley. In the \

Kohima area, heavy fighting contimwes and the British forces have made

alight gains,occupying Cheswema. Allied attacks, north of Imphal, have

encountered stubborn resistance in the Mapao area. In the Arakan sector,

British forces have made slizht gains,occupying a small village two miles

\Q;t.heut of Godugara,but were forced to withdraw near Buthidaung. /

2., FRAF planes bombed a dump area at Kalewa, started fires at the

Sagaing rallroad yards, damaged oil derricks southwest of Mandalay and

.3 -
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attacked targots of opportunity in the Kaladan area, during the night of

L-5 May. The following day, US and British planes attacked enany instal-
lations in the Buthidmung aren, troop congentrstions and supplies south-
ﬂ!‘t- ef Mogaung and villages and enesy positions In the wvieinity of Imphal.
Twolve hoavy bombers attacked the Tiddim Road north of Zaspi. Othor missicns
destroyed and demaged mumercus river sralft in wostern and southern Hurma,
and set fire to n'la.rgu warehcuse 25 miles east of Monywa.

3. Twonty-rive medium bombers and Cighters of the lith Adr Fores
succasafully attacked radiroad yards and storage installations ot Sinyang
en § May. Chinese-kmarican flghter planes harassed Japanese treops and
traffic on the read betwean Loyang and Lochou and near Linhochan; two
enomy bambers were shot down. Eight B-25's with a 23-plane fighter
escort set Tire to warshouses st Kiukiang on the Yangtse. The following
day flghter planes damaged a bridee near Loiwing on the Burma-China
border and two B-2L's attacked s seven-ghip eonvoy off the southeast
coast of China with uncbeerved results. Chinese-American misslons supportod
Chinese ground troops in the Yellow River reglon.

PACIFIC AL SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THREATERS

1. On & kay & patrol from the Hollandia area landed at Hougalnville
Bay and made slight contact with the anemy.

Penfoet and Kospang, cn Timor, as well as Lanpgoer, in the Xai
Inlands, wers bowbed by Allisd heavy and medlus bombers with cbmorved
affact; two anemy alrcralt were destroyed on the ground, Hinety—eight
light and fighter bombars attacked anesy villages, bivouncs and supply

-k -
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durps in the Wewak and Hansa Bay areas. Two Australian bombers damaged
at least one medium-sised ship out of seven which they attacked in

Veauvius Bay (Scela Islands),

2. Twenty-four B-25's heavily damaged Buka coast defense mumns on
S May. Ninety-two Army and Navy planes cratered the Toberas rurmway and
affectively étruck at the Lakunai airfield in four wavag; one B-25 was
lost. Twenty-four Navy dive bombers attacked gun positions at Barpop
(New Ireland). Eighty-three other South Pacific aireraft demolished
targets in northern Bougainwville and the Kista area including a probable
ammunition dump. All enemy airfields in the Bismarcks had been rendered

unserviceabls on 5 May.

3. During 5 and 6 May (target time) Central Pacifiec aireraft
continued their attacks apainst targets in the Marshall Islands; 39
B-2li's and eight B-25's damaged the town and defenses of Ponape during
the two-day periocd with 95 tons of bomba. One of cur heavy bombers is
misaing.

Ten Army B-2li's attacksd Truk on 6 May (target time), dropping

30 tons of bomba; one plane is misaing.

L+ ©On L May the 98th Division completed its movement from the
mainland to Hawaii., This Division takes over from the 33rd Infantry
Division the infantry defensive missions on the island of Cahu and the
outlying islands of the Hawaiian group. The 33rd Division is an route

to the Southwest Pacific area.

-5~
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thangas ware reported or
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

Three Navy bombers over the Kuriles during the early morning of
§ May attacked Suribachi eon Paramushiro and a previously undetected air-

field on Shumushu,

EUROPEAN THEATER

During 5 May, while 33 B-2L's were attacking a military instal-
latlion at Sottevast, 92 P-47's of the Fth Alr Force dive-bombed the
Valenciennes and Somain marshalling yards with L1 tons of bombs report-

ing generally good results.
MEDITERRANEAN

1. During the night of L-5 May, 65 RAF planes dropped 89 tons of
explosives and incendiaries on railroad yards in Budapest; there were
several encounters with enemy planes and cne Wellington failed to return.

Tactical aircraft bombed the railreoad yards at Aquila and
roads, gun positions and supply installations north and scuth of FRome
the next day. A direct hit scored by fighter bombers on the slulce
gate of the Torre dam released waters from the reservoir. Shipping,
motor transport and a powerhouse along the Dalmatian coast were damaged
by other Allied missicna.

For the second consecutive day our Strategic Air Force opera-
ted against Balkan targets on 6 Hay. Six hundred and seventy-one heavy
bombers attacked the Rumanian railway centers of Turnu-Severin, Pitesti,
Craiova and Campina and the rail yards and an aircraft factory at Brasov

L
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with 1,535 tons of borhe, Eipht (probably 12) enemy planes were shot

dewn for the loss of meven heavy bosbers,

2. An anemy rald ln foros, supperted by tanks and artillery,
againgt the center of cur Anslo beachhesad poaition was repulsed carly
on the morning of & May. US artillery concentrations destroyed three
Garman tanks during the day. On the trans-Italisn battle 1ine activity
wan characterized by active patrolling: sevaral small anemy raids ware

repulsod.

3. Three RAF bombers from bases in the Hiddle East succemsfully
mined hurbors at Biodes and Ehalkls during the night of L=5 May. The
noxt day 25 PAY fighter bombers attacked three snemy radar statlons on

Crote and ono on the (reek mainland,
ASIATIC THEATER

1, Chinese troops advanoing scuthward in the Mogaung Vallay werse
roported on 6 Yay to be making satisfactory progress. West of tha river
mopping up operations ware in process in the vicinity of Inkangahtawngy
Chineas troops were conpmolidating their newly won gains. East of the
river, troops contirued thelr advance. Farther to the east cur troops
have captured Kaurd and are adwaroing on Awche. Hritish oporations.to
clear Kohima are progressing satisfactorily with all elssents making
gaina,

2, Om b and 5 May, modiom bombers and fighters of the 1lith Alr
Foree eaffectively attacked gpun positlions near Yochow, enemy concentrations

-2 -
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in the Loyang area, & bridge, barracks, and other installaticns near
Kengtung on the Bumma-Thalland border, and small coastal oraft off the
south China coast. During the next night, five B-2l;'s bombed docks and
shipping at Haiphong and six others bombed harbor installations and
shipping at Sailgon where hits were scored on a 200-foot wvessel and a
350-foot vessel and large fires started in the dock area. One B-2L

is missing from these operaticns.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. Oround activity in the Southwest Pacific battle areas from the
Admiralties to Dutch New Guinea was limited to patrolling during S May.
Heavy bombers again attacked installatfons at Biak Island, but details
wers not reported. Two other B-2lLts hit Sarmil in a pre-dawn raid. Small
1ight bombar and fighter missions ralded Manan Island and tarpets in the

Nubla-Sepik River area.

2. One hundred and ten South Pacific aircraft bombed airfields
and supply areas near Rabaul and 56 others attacked Kavieng and Borpop,
on New Ireland, during L May. Targets in Bougainville were hit by L7
planes. No significant changes were reported in the ground situation
in Bougainville during 5 May., B-2l's on patrol sank one and damaged two
of five medium-sined vessels sighted west of Truk.

3. Eighty-six Central Pacific bombers dropped more than 70 tons
of explosives on snemy positions in the Marshall Islands and on Ponape
during b May. Eight others ralded Nauru with eight t-oﬁm

-3-
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EASTERN FRONT
Ho significant changes were reported t}

6 May.
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

Three Navy bombers attacked targets on Puramushire during the

early morning of L May, causing explosions and starting large fires.

EURDPEAN THEATER

1. Three unidentified planes were reported over the south coast

of Iceland during Ly May.

2. MAlthough the formations of 8th Adir Force planea dispatched on
L May apgainst Oerman targets were recalled due to weather, one target
of opportunity, the airfield at Alkmaar, was attacked by LB B-17's which
dropped 116 tons of explosives and incendiaries with good remults,
There was no air opposition. Escorting fighters for cur bombers that
day encountered some 150 enemy aircraft in the Steinhuder Take district
and claimed the destruction of nine (probably 11) for the loss of three
fighters. %th Air Force planes dmplpad 371 tons on five gun positions
with fair to excellent results; there was no air opposition, antiaircraft
fire was negligible, and there were no claims or losses,

HAF madium and fighter bombers attacked military objectives

in northern France on L May, 35 B-25's dropping Gl tons on targets in
the Abbeville-Amiens area and 26 fighters dropping 13 tons on a target
in the Pas de Calais area. One medium bomber was dastroyed hyv anti-
aircraft fire. That night 28 Mosguito bombers raided Ludwigshafen with
hE tons of explosives ineluding 19 two-ton bombs.
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An Sth Air Force mission of 73 B-2li's escorted by 52 P-Gl's
attacked military installations in the Cherbourg peninsula without

incident during 5 May.
MEDITERRANEAN

1. During the night of 3-L May, 56 Allied planes attacked the
rallroad yards at Bucharest with 61 tons of bombs. Although strategic
oparations the next day were cancelled due to weather, tactical missions
were flown conslsting of 1,00 sorties. Three railroad bridges at
Grosseto, Albinia and south of Castelfiorentino were attacked by 55
medium bombers with good coverage reported. Other missions dirscted
their efforts against rail lines in central Italy, motor transport on
roads in the western area, and shipping at San Benedetto and Glulianova.
It was reported that rail lines were cut in many places. Five Allied
planes were lost durlng this perdiod.

On 5 May, some 500 heavy bombers of the 15th Alr Force attacked
Balkan targets. Refinery and railway installations at Floesti were hit
with about 1,250 tens of explosives and, although the enemy defended with
an effective smoke screen, subsequent photo reconnaisgsance showed numercus
fires in the target areas. A troop concentration at Podgorica and the
Turnu-Severin rallroad yards received bombloads of 276 and 117 tons
respectively. During these operations 25 (probably 37) enemy aireraft
were destroyed for a loss of 15 bombers and four fighters.

2. Patrols of both the enamy and our own forces wars active on
5 May particularly in the Adriatic and Cassino sectors. One enemy attack

0 N
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from west of Cassinc was repulsed by artillery and machine-gun fire; east
of 8. Ambrogio an enemy ralding party attempting to eross the Garigliano
in rubber boats was repulsed, At the beachhead, our artillery destroyed

throe enemy tanks.

3. Eighteen escorted medium and light bombars attacked the Maleme

landing ground, Crete, on L May, obtaining hits on the runway and starting

a fire.

ASIATIC THEATER

1. During the night of 2-3 May, Alliad planes attacked installations,
motor transportation, and troops in the Kalewa area and along the Mintha-
Tamu road. On the two succeeding days heavy and medium bombera continued
their attacks against Ealewa and other airoraft carried cut widespread
raids against targets in central Burma and continued their close support

of ground forces in the Manipur and Mayu-Kaladan areas.

2. In the Mogaung Valley a coordinated offensive, employing air,
artillery, amored and infantry units, succeeded in breaking the enemy
defenses of Inkangahtawng which was subsequently ocoupied by Allied
forces. Chinese troops moving around the west flank ocut the main road
two miles to the south. Enemy trapped in the area are being mopped up.
No tanks were lost in this operation and Chinese ground casualtles were
raported as light. In th.a Kohima area British forces lannched a general
attack which, at last report, was progressing satisfactorily. Elsewhere
minor clashes were reported.

- 3w
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3. Four lith Adr Forve escorted medium bombers obtained good results
on 3 May in attacking the Tangyang alrfield. A Chiness-American misalon
of gaven B-25'm and ten P-40's pupportad ground cperations in the Loyang
area, scoring 11 direet hits on & bridge cver the Yellow River and bomb—
ing and machine-gunning enemy motor cclumns in that area. That night
mthnwuﬂmmﬂamnﬂuﬁmmmw“vm enemy
planes which destroyed cne and damaged ancther fighter and severely

damaged a traneport. Bad weather prevented air operations on the Lth.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. Patrols in the Altaps area on b May reached pointa 30 miles
wost and 3 miles southeast of the town, The enemy casualties in this
ares totalled 526 killed and 25 prisoners. In the Hollandia ares, 35
enemy have surrendsred at Warl since our landings there on 3 May.

During i May, 72 planes attacked enemy installations in the
Wiwak area, dropping a total of 11l tons of bosbs on bivouacs, supply
arons and an airdrose. To the west, B-2li's struck again at Moimer air-
drome on Biak Island, destreying places on the ground and repulsing a
force of 12 enemy fighters which unsuscessfully attempted to intercept
our bombars. Elsven RAAF planss raided installations on Timor exploding
a funl dump and setting & barge afire.

2, During 3 May, 160 South Pacific bombers and fighter bosbers
attacked targeta in the northern portion of the Oazells Feninsula of
New Britain; 4O cther planes raided gun positions on Bulka and enemy
positions along the northeast coast of Bougainville, '
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The ground situation in Bougainville for 3 and L May remained

unchanged.

3. Central Pacific bombers and fighters econtinued thelr attacks
on Wotje, ¥ille, Taroa, Jaluit, and Emidj on 2 and 3 May. During the
intervening night, 18 B-2l's dropped S0 tons of hombs on the Truk gproup
hitting air strips and cavsing several fires; one B-2l; bombed Ponape .

All planes returned.
EASTERN FRONT

No new developments were reported along the eastern front during

5 May.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

During the night of 2-3 May, 21 MHosquito bombers attacking the
Leverkusen chemical works reported pood concentrations which started
fires in the target area. Six others attacked Cologna. The next day
12 Mosquito bombers attacked the Abancourt rallroad station with 11
tons of bombs and 96 HAF fighter aircraft attacked a canal bridge at
Charbourg, a railroad bridge near Dieppe and the Formerie railroad
sheds with rocket projectiles, reporting effective results, During
the night of 3-{ May B4 HAF bombers hit the Montdidier airdrome with
419 tons of explosives; another mission of 362 bombers attacked a
military depot near Mallly, reporting good concentrations. Intense
enemy fghter activity was encountered over the latter target area and
on the return; 42 heavy bombers are missing. Smaller missions raided
Ludwigshafen and an ammunition dump at Chateaudun,

A large 8th Air Force bomber mission, although alrborme, was re=

called because of weather conditions on 4 May.

MEDT TERHANEAN

The Placenza rail yards and the ports of Gﬂnm; Leghorn and Spezia
wora attacked the night of 2-3 May by 31 Allled planes, Weather can-
celled strategic operations on 3 May. Tactical missions, In addition to
patrols over the battle area and attacks on supply installations,
included two medium bomber strikes by 111 planes against railroad bridges

near Imperia and in the Orvieto-Perugia-Ficulle area. Fighter-bomber

o
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missiona were flown against Civitavecchia and apgainst rail, gun and
supply installations in the Rome area by 257 and 129 planes, respectively.
Other aircraft raided shipping and rall transport facllities along the
Yugoslavian and Albanian coasts,

A powerful striking forece of 1l groups of bombers, alrborne to
attack the Ploesti rallroad yards on 4 May, was recalled because of ad-

varse weather enrcute.

2, Active patrolling continued along the trans-Ttalian battle front
during 4 Mey with the enemy effecting some infiltration along the
Adriatic coast. OQur artillery was active particularly against hostile
motorized movements on the Eighth Army front and near Cassino,

At the beachhead minor patrol clashes pcccurred; US troops in
the canter of the 1lime improved their positions and repulsed two small
enamy attacks. Two enemy alr raids over Anzio harbor the night of 2-=3
May caused no damape; the pext day the port area was subjected to a

slight shelling.

3. Carge clearing through the ports of the Persian (ulf Command
for the Soviet Covernment during April totalled 144,569 long tons;
5452 cargo trucks for Russia were assembled during this perioed.

ASTATIC THEATER

1. Allied forces near Manpin and in the Mogaung Valley were reported,
on 4 May, to lmve repulsed enemy attacks and, in the latter area, to have

scorad further gains. Inconclusive fighting continued in the Kchima
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in
area and south of Imphal, In the Arakan sector, British units captured
a position three miles southwest of Letwedet and were fighting for

another feature three miles north of Buthidaung,

2, On 2 May, eight fighter bombers of the lith Air Force attacked
railroad installations northeast of Hanol, damaging bridges and destroy-
ing rolling stock. Two other planes destroyed three sampans and damaged
three others in the Gulf of Tongking. The next day, two heavy bombers,
on a sweep over the South China Sea, sank one large and one =mall

frelghter.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

l. In the Hollandia area, cur forces landed at Wari on 3 May
without cpposition. Since owr landings in this sector, 107 of the enemy
have surrendered voluntarily. At Aitape, patrolling comtinued with only
miner contacts.

Scuthwest Pacific bomber formations totalling 23 B-24's, four
B-25's, and B7 A-20's attacked the Boram rumways, the Wewak supply dumps
and Mushu Island personnel areas with 193 tons of bombs. Another mission
of 21 A-20's hit the personnel areas at Hansa Bay with parachute frag-
mentation bombs and machinesgun fire, Targets in the Wakde area were
tombed and machine-gunned by eight B-25's, Smaller missions raided
villages along the Sepik River and targets near Uligan,

An enemy air raid against the Hollandia area caused some damapge

and casualties.
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2. BSouth Pacific bombers concentratad against tarpgets in the Rabaul
ared during 2 May. Two missions totalling 31 5-25's bombed the supply
area at Talili with 20 tons and destroyed 20 bulldings on Matupi Island.
Thirty fighters started numerous fires in the Vunakambi supply area,

Gun pesitions at Tobera and on Buka werc the targets for 125 Navy bombers.
Flghter aircraft operating over Bougainville bombed Eieta and villapes

in the southeast portion of the island.

EASTERN FRONT
The battle lines of the sastem front remained essentially unchanged

during 4 May.
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The War Department has estoblished a policy for overssas thesters, ~—~
bapes and departments whoreby leaves and furloupghs are authorlzed within
the parcentage quota presaribed for rotational purposes as an alternote
maans of facllitating rest perlods in the US{ This privilage permits
a 2l-day leave or Eurluuq;h at a deplpgnated US address and will be limitad
to officers and enlisted men who have rendered cutstanding service and/or

whose akills or abilities would be difficult to replace. =

EUROPEAN THEATER

Bth AKir Foroe cperations on 2 May were limited to an attmck hy 50
escorted heavy bombers with 197 tons on a military installaticn in the
Calnis area, Madium and fighter bosber mimgions of the 9th Alr Force,
totalling more than BOO sorties, struck nine rail yards and three air-
dromes in Belgium wnd porthern France drepping 567 tons of bombs with
good to mﬁmt results. Four (probably five) enemy aireraft were
dastroyed on the ground for a loss of cna fighter. The next day, 53
escortad B-2h's of the Bth Alr Forea attacked a military target on the
northwest French coast. 9th Alr Force cperations for the day were limited
to one fighter sweep.

During the sonth of April, %th Adir Foroce planes dropped a total of
10,431 tons of bosbe from 12,427 sttacking airoraft.

1. During the night of 1-2 May, 83 British planon dropped a total

of 140 tons of bombs on the Alsssandria raiiroad yurds and the harbors
i =1=
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of Genoa, Leghorn and Speziaj one Wellington failed to return.

In addition to 2 May strategic bomber attacks in northern Italy
reported yesterday, tactical missions totalling more than 900 aireraft,
contimued the air offensive apainst bridges and yards of railroad lines
north and northeast of Rome. Oun positions in the battle areas, supply
dumps near Rome and shipping along the Yugoslavian ccast alsoc were included

in the day's targets.

2. Aggressive patrol activity by both German and Allied units
characterized activity on the trans-Italian battle line during the 2l-hour
period ending at ncon on 3 May. Several small enemy raids against our
Anzio position were repulsed. British forces, counterattacking in the
wastern sector, advanced to the Oerman lines, engaged in hand-to-hand
fighting but were unable to consclidate their gains and subsequently

withdrew,
ASIATIC THEATER

1. Chinege troops advancing south astride the Mogaung River scored
gmall gains during 2 May. Farther to the east, Allied trocps were in
gontact with the enemy along trails in the Warong-Manpin-Auche area and
engaged in heavy fighting. Allied positions in the vieinity of Kohima
were slightly improved during the day. Only minor actions were reported
in the Imphal and Arakan sectors.

2. 1In an additional strike on 1 May, 20 B-2li's attacked enemy oil
installations at Yenangyaung. The next day, 86 Allied dive and fighter-

wgle

: “




. . N 'ﬁx?;f- 4 m .'r' v,

1

' ¢
w
F N

o

\. 'y
Al ’

nnnnn

=
£
e L e Ll S T | |
. ¥
i
-l
e
A »
- —
—
AT (FELL COMPILID AND DRAWN IN THI DRANCH OF RESLCARCH AND AMALYES. 058
LT LITHOGRAPHED i THI REPRODUCTION BRANCH, DSS




SCHOUTEN IS

BIAK 1.

JAPEN |, e L HERWIT 18

TAFE

"!‘1 "-'!llq B

ﬁ'u.‘. F OF PAPUA

CTRITE Y T R R



DECLASSIFIED
080 Letter, 5-8-T2

bombers flew close support missions for ground forces in 'thn westarn

combat zones and raided enemy rear areas.

3. Additional 1lith Air Force operations during 1 May included an
effective medium bomber strike apainst shipping in the harbor at Amoy;
two bomb hits and canncn fire sank a 150 foot freighter. Seven B-25's,
escorted by eight figphter-bombers, attacked a Japanese airdrome at
Tangyang, in the Yangtsze River area, with excellent results. The fighter
escort ralded an enemy cavalry garrison in the vieinity, destroying trans-
portation, starting fires and killing a number of the enemy. Fighter
missions hit the Nanchang Carbide Mines and raided rail and water communi-
cation facilities in French Indo~China. Seven enemy planes attacking

Hengyang airfield caused only slight damage.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. Our ground forces in the Hollandia area encountered practically
no enemy resistance on 2 May. Allied fightars landed on the Hollandia
airdrome during the day.

Eighty-five Southwest Pacific aireraft raidad perscnnel areas,
ammunition dumps, gun positlons and barges along the northern New Cuinea
coast, destroying two fighters at Wakde Island., Farther west, nine Dutch
medium bombers and six RAAF fighter-bombers attacked Koepang and Penfoel
on Timor expending 12 tons of bomba; the Mckmer airstrip on Biak Island

received seven tons from two B-2L's.
2. One hundred and thirty-nine South Pacific planes carried ocut
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effective raids on enemy installaticns on the northern Gazelle Peninsula
during 1 May. Three B-2l's bombed the Hakada runway on Duke of York

Island and 2l B-25's attacked Borpop coastal guns. Fifty-eight fighter bombars
attacked scattered enemy tarpets throuphout Bougainville destroying

buildings; barges and scoring hits on a river causeway.

3. A heavy raid on Wake was made during 1 May, (target time), when
Li2 B-2li's dropped 9 tons that caused large oxplosions on the northern
end of the island. No interception was attempted and all cur bombers
returned, Forty-eight other Central Pacific bombers and fighter bombars
raided enemy installations in the Marshalls with 27 tons. Eight medium
bombers dropped eight tons on the old and new airfields at Ponape causing

large explosions and fires.
EASTERN FRONT

There were no sipnificant changes in the situation on the eastern

front during 3 May.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

1. On 28 April an enemy E-boat sank an LST off the south coast of
England. Casualties were 202 US dead or missing of which 131 were Army

personnal.

2, During 1 May, wnile the 8th Air Force misslions reported yesterday
were attacking six important French and Belgian rail yards on an arc
gsast and scutheast of Paris, 958 bombers and fighters of the 9th Air Force
hit 15 other railroad centers and two airdromes with more than 1,000 tons
of explosives. Hirson, Cambrai, Abancourt and Serqueux were targets for
smaller Allied.raids.

In powerful night missions flown by the RAF on the nights of

30 April and 1 May, four important railroad yards at Somain, Kalines,
Saint Ohislain and near Paris were hit with bomb loads totalling 2,L0L
tone, an amunition supply area northeast of Chartres was severely damaged
with 696 tons, and a supply depot at Chambly and a motor vehicle factory
at Lyon receiving 581 and 381 tons, respectively. Smaller attacks were
made on industrial plants at Toulouse and Tours and the usual harassing

misgions were flown over western Germany.

MEDITERRANEAN

1, Small missions of Allied Strategic bembers attacked the Monfalcone
shipbuilding yards and the harbors at Genoa, Leghorn, and Spezia with 7L
tons of bombs during the night of 30 April-l May. The same night 16 light
bombers raided the town of Terracina and attacked motor vehicles and
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supply dumps in the wileinity of Home, Terni, and Rietl. On the following
day medium bombers concentrated on bridgea north of Rome and the rail
yards at Florence. Light and I‘l:;h'wr-hmbﬂrs hit lines of communication,
factories and supply dumps north and scuth of Home and gun positions in
the beachhead area., Other fighter missions hit three small vessels along
the Yugoslavian coast.

Heavy bombers of the 15th Air Force dropped 102 tons of bombs
on the Castelmagriore railread yards on 2 May, scoring direct hits in
the yards and causing a large explosion scuth of the target. Other
strategic missions attacked the town and railrcad yards at Faenza, a
railroad bridge at Orbetello and the harbor and railroad yards at Spezia,
where 155 tons were dropped with good results. One B-2Li bembed the Ancona
docks.

Three RAF bombers attacked Monemvasia harbor, Creece, during

the night of 30 April-l May causing fires and explosions.

2. Both sides engaged in active patrolling near Anzio on 2 May.
The Allied forces raiding Cerreto Alto and a blockhouse on the coast
to the south found both places evacuated. On the left flank of the
beachhead British units repulsed a strong enemy raid during the early
morning hours and dispersed German units forming for another attack.
An hour later the enemy, in making a third attempt, u!.‘flactad a slight
penetration of the Allied positions which were later restored by local
counterattacks. On the trans-Italian front enemy raids during the night

of 1-2 May and the following day were driven off by Allied forces.

-
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ASIATIC THEATER

1. Chinese troops captured a Japanese position twe miles northwest
of Inkangahtawng, in the Mogaung Valley,on 1 May. WNorth of Imphal,
British forces occupied Shongphel. Elsewhere along the battle fronts

no significant changes were reported.

2. Fourteen escorted RAF bombers attacked the town of Kalemyo and
nearty roads on 1 May. Other US and British planes bombed enemy posi-
tions and supply dumps in the PButhidaung area. That night five B-2li's
bombed Maymyo and another B-2l; started a large fire in the Mandalay rail-

road yards.

3. 1hth Air Force fighter planes dive-bombed and destroyed a
bridge west of Takaw and machine-gunned enemy installations in the area
on 1 May. Other fighters raided Japanese installations aloni the bordar

between Burma and Thailand.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. An Allied patrol encountered 200 Japanese troops southwest of
Tadji on 1 May; 59 of the enemy were killed before the patrol withdrew.
The known enemy dead to date in the Hollandia and Aitape areas is 970.
Our air transport planes are now operating from one Hollandia airstrip.
Australian patrels in the vicinity of Rempi village reported no contact
with the enemy.

2, Heavy patrol bombers over Geelvink Bay on 30 April shot dewn
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six (probably eight) of 16 intercepting enemy planes. The next day a
direct hit was scored on a 2,500-ton merchant vessel off Biak Island
by a lone heavy bomber. Light and fighter-bomber missions of 126 planes
damaged bridges, enemy supply dumps and land and whter transportation in
the Hansa Bay and Wewak arsas. RAAF fighter aircraft damaged a radio

station in the Aroe Islands.

3. On 30 April, South Pacific bombers and fighters attacked Rabaul
targets including three ailrfislds. Oun positions and villages in

Bougainville and Buka were bombed and machine-gunned by 38 P-39's,

k. A Central Pacific search plane damaged a ship, probably a

light cruiser, at Truk with three half-ton bombs late on 30 April.
EASTERN FRONT

Soviet forces counterattacked to neutralize the strong German
pressure southwest of Kovel on 2 May. Continued German pressure south-

east of Stanislav resulted in no significant gains.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

On the night of 29-30 April, 132 RAF bombers carried ocut effective
ralds against the Saint-Medard-en-Jalles explosives works and the Clerment-
Ferrand aireraft works. Other bombers flew harassing and sea-mining
missions. Twenty enemy raiders operated over Cormwall and South Devon
during the night, starting fires in the Flymouth area and cawsing a
amall rnumber of casualties. Three (probably four) enemy aireraft were
destroyed.

The next day our 8th Air Force missions (reported yesterdsy) were
supplemented by medium, light and fighter-bomber strikes of tha 9th Air
Foree. Mors than 1,000 planes attacked Tours and Bricy airfields, military
installations in western France, airdromes at Cormeilles and Creil, and
rall yards at Busligny, Somain, Bethune, Arras, Cambral and Doual. In
these operations our alreraft destroyed 2L (probably 25) enemy planes
in the air and eight on the ground; four P-5l's were lost.

During the morning of 1 May, 567 heavy bombers of the Bth Air Force,
escorted by 286 fighters, were dispatched to attack 23 military instal-
lations on the northwestern French coast. Preliminary reports indicate
that fair to good results were obtained by part of the force; ten of 27
groups abandoned operations due tc weather over assigned targets.

That evening, LO1 bombers of the 8th Air Force with approximately 667
fighters were airborne to attack four French and twc Belgian railroad yards.

MEDITERRANEAN
1. Harbor installations at Oenoa were hit again on the night of

Y
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29=30 April by 12 Allled heavy bombers; 3k others attacked the ports of
Spezia and Leghorn.

A total of 182 B-25's and B-26's effectively bombed railroad
bridges and communications between Avezzanc and Florence, Light and
fighter-bombers continued their raids on motor transportation, rail lines,

and gun positions’ in the battle areas with good results.

2, QOerman patrols operated aggressively along the trans-Italian
battle line during the 2li-hour periocd ending at noon 1 May, Minor
clashes ocourred in the Adriatic sector and near Giaechetta. Along the
Tyrrhenian coast, US forces improved their paaitrilpna. At the Anzic beach-
head our troops launched a raid in foree against Cerreto Alto but results
were not reported. The enemy, in a local attack, overran British Torward

positions,

3. Twelve to fifteen enemy aireraft, attempting to bomb Anzic
during the night of 30 April-l May, jettisoned their bombs before reach-

ing thelir target area; four (probably six) enemy alreraft were destroyad.

ASTATIC THEATER

1. During 29 and 30 April, 15 heavy and 19 medium bombers effactively
attacked a bridge, a tank concentration, and enemy supply dumps at Kalewa.
Allied aircraft contimued their attacks against enemy troop concentrations,
communications, rolling stock, gun positions and airfields in northern
Burma and th& battle areas to the southwest; three (probably five) enemy
planes wera destroyed in the air and on Hugmﬁ:d. The night of 29-30
April, 38 heavy bombers, including 19 B-2li's, effectively attacked enemy
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supply dumps in the Prome area. Saveral large explosions resulted mnd
the whole area was coverad with fires,

2, Chinese forces in the Wopaung Valley, encountering stiff resist-
ance near I[nkanahtswng en 30 April, scored only local guinay on the eanst
flank mopping-up cperations wers in progress in the ¥anpin-Warong area.
To the weat, British trocps made slight prograss in the Nohimn area.
North and northeast of Imphal, A11led patrole were active, successfully
ralding Shongphel, Enesmy attacks in the Bishenpur area and south of

Lotwadet and Buthidanng were repulsed during the day.

3. FPreliminary reports covering llith Alr Foroa operations between
26 and 30 April, inclusive, indicate that our medium bombars wars active
along the Yangize and tho sast coast of China. One mission attacked
engmy installations southeast of Wuchang; another hit the warshouse and
barracks area at Shayang and two misslons, with Chiness crews, ralded
shipping near Kiukiang and between Foochow and Wenchow. Fighter airaraft
during this period attacked a Japanspe barracks naar Manchang, machine—
gunned a fuel dump near Hsenwi and sttasked enemy positions near the
Takaw faorry.

PAGIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. Infantry patrola were mctive in the Hollandia airdroes area
during 30 April. hwmm,mmhdhmﬂlm. aleared
the enesy from a hill north of Nefaar during the day.

2, During the day, 23 B-2h's of the 13th Air Force attacked Woleai;
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seven others bombed the runway and dispersal area on Noemfoor Island.
Medium, light and fighter-bombers attacked trailes south of Wewak and

targets in the Hansa Bay area, destroying or damaging 30 trucks.

3. Three Allied light cruilsers and four destroyers shelled Wakde

Island early on 30 April, starting fires and causing ammunition explosions.

., Idverted from Rabaul targets by weather on 29 April, 12 B-25'g
and &3 Navy bombers dropped more than eight tons of bombs on the Buka
airstrip and 38 tons on coastal gun peositions; another twelwe B-25's
scored hits on the runway at Kara., TForty-five P-39's bombed targets in
the Buka-Bougainville area and raided a plantation and bridge along the

northeast coast of the latter island,

5. Central Pacifiec airecraft, flying 96 smorties during 28 April,
dropped 56 tons of bombs on Tarca, Mille, Ponape, Jaluit, and Wotje
targets. Only meager antiaircraft fire was encountered. The next day
Jaluit was hit by six missions totalling 3L planes which dropped 58 tons
of bombs. Other US planes raided Tarca, Pokaakiku and Ponape. The night
of 29-30 April, 18 B-2lL's dropped L1 tons of bombs on enemy installations
in the Truk Group.

EASTERN FRONT

No change was reported cn the eastern front during 1 May.
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WESTERN HEMISPHEHE

1. Three Navy bombers raided enemy installations on Paramushiro

and Shumughu Islands early on 30 April.

2, The enemy on Shannon Island (off the northeast coast of Greenland},
who were attacked by a seven-man Danish patrol, defended with rifle and
machine-gun fire. After 30 mimites of fighting, the patrol withdrew to
its base at Sengstackes Bay on Shannon Island leaving cne of the enemy
dead and others wounded. A radio antenna was seen at the hostile instal-

lation,

EUROPEAN THEATER

1. Enemy aircraft were observed over three different areas in

Iceland during 29 April.

2. BSixty-five 9th Air Force P-L7's attacked the Chartres and Rennes
airdromes during 29 April, reporting good results at both targets.

In eperations on 30 April 323 bmbnrsluf the 8th Air Force,
escorted by 734 fighters, wers dispatched against targets in France.
.M-t-u.aka were carried out against Lyon and Clermont airdromes, an aircraft
repair factory at Tours, and a Pas de Calais military installation. In
the Lyon area some &0 interceptors were encountered. Preliminary figures
1ist 28 (probably 27) enemy planes as destroyed by our fighters in the
air and on the ground; one heavy bomber and four fighters are missing.
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NEDITERRANEAN

1. In the Anzic anchorage on 29 April some mines detonated. Some
of these may have been laid during an attack by about 30 enemy ailreraft
the previous night. The raiders failed to damage shipping and nine were
shot down.

During the night of 28-29 April, 30 heavy bombers attacked
Oenoa with LL tons and San Stefano and Piombino with smaller bomb loads.
Twanty-one medium bombers carried out widespread raids cn motor trans-
portation and bridges in Central Italy. The next day 130 US medium
bombers attacked the Terni viaduct and rail bridges at Attigliano, Incisa
and Pontassieve, Additional 1ight and medium Tactical Air Force bombers
hit rail and communication lines and supply dumps opposite the battle
areas.

On 30 April 569 escorted heavy borbers dropped more than
1,347 tons on targets in the Po Valley and on the northern Adriatic
goast. The heaviest attacks were made on Alassandria where excellent
coverage was obtained with Slil tons, a rail center and an aircraft factory
at Milan which were hit with 295 and 157 tons, respectively, and an air-
craft factory at Varese with 201 tons. We lost five heavy bombers and
destroyed 12 (probably 13) enemy planes. Also hit by smaller missions
were the Regglo nell Emilia airfield, the Castelmaggiore airfield and
the railroad near Fano.

2. Activity on the Italian fronts for 30 April was limited to

artillery and mortar exchanges. Northeast of Cassino an enemy patrol

=y de
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was driven off by artillery and small arms fire.

3, Cumulative casualties cn the Italian mainland follow:

Killed Wounded Missing Total
¥ Corps (to 28 April) 162 795 105 1,062
Eighth Army (to 28 April)
British 3,113 12,426 2,177 18,016
Polish 22 143 & 191
Ttalian 3 38 0 In
Total 3,h308 12,5627 2,183 18,218
Fifth (to 2T April)
. ABF)
us 8,647 19,164 1,887 26,698
British 3,19 1,858 L,67h 22,726
French 2,235 8,319 652 11,206
Ttalian 185 Lo& 1183 1,074
Total 11,281 L2,7L7 7,696 61,70k
Fifth (to 27 April)
Anzio Beachhead Force)
Us 2,420 B,661 L, 69l 15,715~
British 1,472 6,693 L, 457 12,622
Total 3,60892 15:35’4 9,151 28,397
Grand Totals 18,753  T1,523 19,135 109,k11 /

ASIATIC THEATER

1., On 27 and 28 April, Allied medium and fighter bombers made

widespread attacks against enemy installations, positions and lines

of communication in western and northern Bumma.
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2. Minor action on the Burmese fighting fronts during 29 April
failed to effect any significant changes in the lines.
The Lede pipeline is in operation from Digbol to Shingbwiyang,
a distance of 119 miles, Tests have been completed on the line as far

south as the Tarung River,

PACTFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

Our ground forces in the Aitape area contimued active patrolling
during 29 April. Two infantry companies were repulsed in an attack on
an enemy position twe miles north of Nefaar. Two reinforced companias
made an unopposed landing at Demta, west of Tanahmerah Bay, and a patrol
landed at Dosojo, east of Tanalmerah Bay. A Japanese attack against
our defenses was repulsed during the day. I

Additional missions by our Scuthwest Pacific aireraft during

28 April indicate that 17 B-24's hit Wakde and 13 others bombed Mokmer
airdrome (Biak Island), destroying one bomber on the ground and shooting
down one intercepting plane. Ninety-twe light and fighter bombers raided
enemy installations along the northeastern coast of New Ouinea destroying

and damaging troop-laden barges and motor transportation. The next day,
our heavy and medium bombers continued their attacks in the west. l'!mr

formation of six B-2li's and L6 B-25's hit Wakde, Sarmi and coastal villages.

Seven B-2li's bombed Jefman Island, 11 medium bombers attacked Dilli and
a heavy bomber damaged three coastal vessels at Cape Walcs and left a
yacht sinking off Manckwari. One hundred and eighteen light and fighter
bombers attacked enemy bivouacs at Bogia, Potsdam and Bunabun and

e,
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destroyed enemy supply dumps at Wewak and Boram and one enemy bomber

on tha ground.

EASTERN FRONT

There were no significant changes in the situation on the eastern

front during 30 April.
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