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EUROPEAN THEATER

1. ILate on 29 July, 73 RAF bombers dropped 21l tons of high
explosives on & supply dump in Picardy. The next day, 375 RAF planes,
supporting the advance of the right flank of the British Second Army,

bombed the area Villers Bocage-Caumont-Jurques with 1,531 tons of
explosives. No air oppositicn was encountered, but seven heavy bombers
were lost. Adr escort for L9 Beaufighters on a reconnaissance off
Norway destroyed seven ensmy planes for the loss of one Beaufighter.

On 30 July, the Bth Air Force flew 237 fighter sorties against
rail and motor communication systems in the Evreux-5t. Quentin-Paris-
Orleans area, Twelve enemy planes were destroyed for the loss of one
fighter.

During the 2li~hour period ending at 1100, 31 July, the Allied
Expeditionary Air Force flew over 3,800 sorties in suppert of our Normandy
operations. MAbout 230 enemy aircraft were seen of which 1l were destroyed
for the loss of four medium bombers and 12 fighter bombers. During this
period 95 flying bombs were launched; 29 penetrated to London and 21, were
destroyed.

More than 1,200 of our heavy bombers, strongly escorted, attacked
targets in the Munich-Ludwigshafen area and airfields in France on 31 July;
the escort also attacked rolling stock. Sixteen of our bombers and four

fighters are missing. There was no ensmy air opposition.

2. Our First Ammy continued its general advance on 31 July. OCur
VIII Corps armored units reached Oranville and those enemy troops cut
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off in the Avranches-Granville-Brehal area are being mopped up. An
armored drive on our VIT Corps front advanced to within four miles of
villedieu les Poeles and reconnaissance elements, by-passing that town
to the west, reached the highway 176 to Avranches, seven miles south of
villedieu, Heavy fighting continued at Percy, our infantry making a
two-mile advence west of that town. Another heavy enemy counterattack
south of Moyen was repulsed by our XIX Corps during the afternoon of
30 July. The next morning, infantry units launched an attack against
stiff opposition north and west of Tessy sur Vire; by noon our troops
were advancing against less resistance. On the V Corps front a two=-
mile gain against strong enemy reaction was made east of Torigni sur Vire.
On the British Second Army front their VIII Corps moved forward
five miles after a heavy attack by over 200 medium bombers against troecp
concentrations and strong points west of Bois du Homme and occupied St.
Martin des Besaces, Reconnaissance units pressed forward four miles to
the north bank of the Sculeuvre River cutting into the kill mass dominating
the area. The british XXX Corps occupied Cahagnes and St. Cermain d' Ectot
despite stiff resistance, The enemy used 12 robot tanks against the

Canadians south of Caen; five of them were destroyed.

VEDI TERRANEAN

1. During the night of 29-30 July and the following day 137 Tactical
Adr Force medium bombers and fighters attacked uridges in northwest Italy
and destroyed two spans of a highway bridge at Ferrara; 150 fighters harassed
communications in Lombardy. Nearly 400 sorties were flown by fighter bombers
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throughout the battle area. Coastal planes damaged shipping in the
Adriatic and attacked waterfront installations at Lussinpiecolo. Five
enemy planes were reported destroyed for the loss of one medium
bomber and two fighters.

On the night of 30-31 July, 52 Allied bombers mined the Danube.
The next day 368 escorted heavy bombers of the 15th Air Force attacked
oil refineries and storage areas at Floesti and Bucharest with 941 tons
of explosives, Of some 100 enemy aircraft encountered, 30 (probably 31)

were destroyed for a loss of five bombers and four fightars.

2. There were no important changes on the Italian front during the
2l-hour peried ending at 1200, 31 July. The Fifth Army reported a
slight increase in enemy artillery fire. The Eighth Ammy, hindered by
natural barriers and minefields, cleared the enemy from the area between
the Fesa and Elsa Rivers south of the Armo, made minor gains east and
west of Figline, and advanced three miles in the area west of Sansepolcro.

There was little change in the situation along the Adriatic coast.

ASIATIC THEATER

l. Un the Salween front Japanese attempts to break out of Tengchung
during 29 July again failed; at Mangshih fighting continues for positions
east of the town. Allied troops continued to gain ground in Myitkyina
the next day and occupied enemy positions six miles north of Taungni.
British forces cccupied Churachandpur and are in contact with the ensmy

south of the town.
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2. Thirteen B-2l's of the Eastern Air Command bombed railway
installations west and north of Mandalay on 29 July. The following
day lighter aircraft supported ground operations in the Manipur and

Chindwin areas.

3. Additional reports for 27 July indicate that sixteen 1lLth Air
Force fighters destroyed three (probably six) of 20 airborne Japanese
planes in the Tungting Lake area. The following day our bombers and
fighters harassed river shipping, railroad yards, and traffic in the
same area, destroying two (probably four) Japanese intercepters.

Fighter bombers struck Pailuchi airdrome to destroy 18 (probably 33)
enemy planes for the loss of cne fighter. On 29 July our attacks were
renewed. Alr support was alsc given to Chinese ground operations in the
Yellow River area on 29 and 30 July.

During 29 July, 26 escorted B-2L's bombed warehouses and storage
areas on Hainan Island with L3 tons; seven (probably 15) Jap interceptors
were destroyed. Eight B-25's damaged shipping in Yulin Harbor.

On the Salween River front, B-25's and P-lL0's attacked Tengchung
in support of ground operations.

In attacks against enemy shipping off Hongkong during this peried
our planes sank four freighters and at least two other vessels,

During the nights of 27 and 28 July, Japanese planes attacked
our airfields at Chihkiang, Liuchow, and Eweilin causing some damage.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

l. US troops, covered by &7 Australian P-40's, landed without
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opposition at Cape Opmarai and Cape Sansapor on the north coast of
Vogelkop during the morning of 30 July; Middleburg and Amsterdam Islands
were also cccupied. This operation bypassed and isolated the Japanese
base at Manckwari. In the Aitepe area cur forces near Afua repulsed an
enemy attack by about two companies.

On 29 July, ten B-2i's again bombed the Boela oil storage arsa;
P-38's fired a 3,000-ton freighter-transport off Ceram, damaged a 5,000~
ton freighter-transport off Talaga and damaged a seatruck off Amboina.

On the New Guinea mainland the next day, lighter aircraft
econtinued attacks on targets of opportunity near Wewak; cther misslons
operated over western New Cuinea to attack targets in the Ceelvink Bay
area., Small missions of heavy and medium bombers attacked targets on
Ceram and Watobela, and 12 B-2l's bombed supply dumps at Woleai. The
night of 30 July two enemy aircraft bombed Kamiri and destroyed a small
fuel dump at Kornascren.

During 29 July, 109 Sclomons-based aircraft continued to attack

targets on Bougainville, east New Britain, and New Ireland.

2. Central Pacific medium, dive and fighter bombers flew 85 scrties
during 29 July against Wotje, Jaluit, Mille and Nauru; four Navy B-2L's
raided Truk, Ponape, Tarca and Mille. The following day, 25 B-2L's con-
centrated nearly 75 tons on Truk airfield, town and waterfront; cme
(probably twe) intercepting enemy planes were destroyed.

3. Our patrols on (uam crossed the island to Togcha and Ylig Bays
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on the eastern coast without contact during 30 July. Apra Harbor, found
in good condition, is being put to usd immediately. A section of the
Crote airfield is being used for emergency landing., Our casualties are

now 958 killed, L,739 wounded and 290 missing.

L. Our forces cn Tinian moved forward rapidly during 29 and 30 July
against increasing opposition; a three-mile advance was made aleng the
entire front; Tinian town was captured the afterncon of the 30th. Casualties
to the afternoon of 29 July weret killed, 12l; wounded, 59L; missing, 33.

We have 18] POW's and have interned L9l ecivilians.

EASTERN FRONT

The Hed Army made slight gains west of Pskov and Dvinsk on 31 July,
The capture of Jelgava by Soviet troops cut railroad communications between
Riga and Germany. The Soviet drive in the Kaunas-Bislystok sector gained
an average of 15 miles on & 130-mile front. East of Warsaw Red Army troops
advanced along the east bank of the Vistula and were six miles from the

suburb of Praga.
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WESTERN HEMISPHEHRE

Two 1lth Air Force B-2l's attacked targets in Paramushiro and
Shimushu (Kuriles) during the night of 2829 July.

EUROFPEAN THEATER

1. Twenty-seven RAF Mosquitoes attacked Frankfurt on the night of
29=30 July; their loads included 20 two=ton bombs., Smaller formaticns
harassed airfields at Saint Trond and Coulommiers.

During the 2l~hour period ending at sunrise 30 July, the Allied
Expeditionary Air Forece flew over 2,500 sorties to attack rail and motor
transportation systems and gun peositions in and beyond the Normandy battle
area. Enemy fighter resistance encountered during this period was
negligible. Six German planes were destroyed for the loss of two bombers
and 12 fighters. One hundred and thirty-four flying bombs were launched
against England; L2 penetrated to the London area and 32 were destroyed.

Revised statistics for the Bth Air Ferce attacks on 29 July
against industrial targets in northwest Germany and airfields northeast
of Paris indicate that 1,122 heavy bombers dropped a total bombload of

2,950 tons. Weather prevented heavy bomber operations the next day.

2+« FRapid advances were continued on all Corps fronts of the US First
Army through the morning of 30 July. On our VIII Corps front armored units,
closely followed by infantry, advanced south from Muneville sur Mer, occupied
Brehal and pushed to within three miles of Granville. Another thrust which

had reached the east bank of the Sienne at La Jourdanniere, on the previcus
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day, crossed the river to cccupy that town and then drove into Avranches.
The VII Corps attacked south from St. Denis le Gast to ocoupy Gavray on
the north bank of the Sienne while other units continued to mop up
encircled German unite north and northeast of Lengronne; armor, cooperating
with aircraft, destroyed enemy tanks and vehicles at St. Denis le Vetu and
Roncey. Infantry units captured Hambye and advanced to the outskirts of
Percy. On our XIX Corps front advances were made southeast of Villsbaudon
to a line Percy--La Capelliere——Beaucoudray; a heavy enemy counterattack
south of Moyen was repulsed. Infantry units on the V Corps front made
steady advances against strong resistance to the Torigni sur Vire--Caumont
road.

On the British Second Army front, the BEritish VIII Corps, spear-
headed by armor and closely supported by air, attacked on 30 July and
advanced five miles south of Caumont across difficult terrain and against
emplaced tanks and minefields. On the British XXX Corps front advances
were made to Le Mesnil Levrmeau-St. Germain D'Ectot-Orbois despite heavy
mortar fire and minefields. The British XII Corps advanced one-half mile
south of 5t. Vaast sur Seulles and repulsed a heavy enemy counterattack on
Les Houlles.,

MEDITERRANEAN

1. During the night of 28-29 July, L2 Allied bombers patrolled the
Po Valley, the northwest Italian coast and attacked towns behind the
battle areaj one bomber is missing. The next day, over 300 fighter
bombers hit targets throughout the battle area and rail communications

s
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north of the combat zone. Eighty-two P-LT's effectively attacked five
rail bridges in the Turin-Milan area and destroyed 23 parked planes on
three airdromes southeast of Chambery (France). - Coastal Air Force
planes attacked harbor facilities in the Trieste area and continued to
raid commmications in Yugoslavia.

On 30 July, 394 heavy bombers of the 15th Air Force attacked
an airdrome and an oil refinery at Budapest with 255 tons; the Duna air-
craft factory with L19 tons and the Brod marshalling yard with 260 tons.
Of approximately _125 enemy fighters encountered near Budapest, five
(probably six) were destroyed for the loss of six bombers and twoe fighters.

2, During the period ending at noon 30 July, the Fifth Army reported
patrol and artillery action and some regrouping. On the left flank of the
Eighth Army, Indian troops of the British XIII Corps captured Empoli,
established a front line along the railroad on both sides of that town,
and advanced to within a mile of Montelupo. New Zealand infantry occupied
San Andrea against slight resistance. Throughout most of the Corps sector
enemy resistance was fierce and therewere repeated counterattacks which
our troops withstood successfully. In the British X Corps, forward units,
reporting two mile gains, captured Anghiari. The Polish II Corps cleared
Senigallia of the enemy and enlarged their bridgehead around the city;

enemy troops remained in force along the northern banks of the Misa River.
ASIATIC THEATER

1. After two days of concentrated attacks, with Allied air support,

on the southwestern suburbs of the city, Chinese troops on 28 July held
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all the ground outside the Tengchung wall. Four attempts by the enemy
%0 breach Chinese defenses failed. The next day, considerable advances
by all units were reported again from the Myitkyina area. On the Manipur
front British troops, with artillery support, reached positions one and

one-half miles south of Sibong on the Tamu Read.

2, During 27 July, 11 heavy and medium bombers of the Eastern Adr
Command attacked rail installations and supply dumps around Mandalay
and seven B-2Li's bombed the Ye-U railway station. Tactical aireraft
carried out raids in support of Allied ground operations on the India=-
Burma fronts. The following day, fighter bombers struck river traffic
along the Arakan coast near Buthidaung while other missions raided motor
transport on the Tiddim Road. South of Mandalay, fighter bombers damaged

two locamotives and other rolling stock and attacked river shipping.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. During 28 July, seven B-2L's (previcusly unreported) bombed Moemi

airdrome and ten B-2li's struck dispersal areas at Boela (Ceram Is.).

Woleal supply areas were attacked the following day by 2ly heavy
bombers which dropped a total of 26 tons. More than 90 lighter aircraft
continued raids against tactical targets in the Wewak area while smaller
missions of heavy and medium bombers and fighters attacked shipping and
coastal villages on northwestern New Guinea and destroyed an oil derrick
and bombed two airdromes on the MacCluer Gulf, Other missions operating
west of New Guinea struck targets in the Halmaheras. A single B-2l; and

29 medium bombers attacked airdromes on Timor and Ceram.
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The previous day, 63 Sclomons-based aircraft harassed the
Bougainville east coast, damaged enemy transportation on the CGazelle
Peninsula and raided Kavieng.

2. Fifty-ceven Army and Marine medium and fighter bombers raided

Wotje, Mille, Jaluit and Nauru during 28 July.

3. By that afterncon our troops on Tinian had cccupied cne-half of
the island. During a day-long drive against light opposition, units on
our western flank advanced to within a mile and one<half of Tinian towm,

capturing the Gurguan Polint airfield.

L« On Guam, Marine troops completed the capture of the Orote
Peninsula late on 29 July. There was no change in the front line of our
forces advancing eastward; however, our patrols were active on the entire
front, probing forward a distance of over one mile with one group reaching
to within a half mile of the east coast. Our casualties to the afterncon
of 2¢ July totalled 916 killed, L,380 wounded and 32l missing.

EASTERN FRONT

The Soviets launched a new offensive on 30 July in the Kaunas-0Orodno
sector securing an average advance of 15 miles along a 65-mile front; leading
elements were reported to be within six miles of Kaunas, The Oermans held
firm along the Shavli-Riga railroad and forced the Red Armies to widen the
galient in their drive on Riga. On the Warsaw-Przemysl front there was
little change as Oerman defenses held the Fed Army to no reported gains
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during the day. South of Lwow and west of Stanislawow the Soviets

advanced in a move to encircle Strv].
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EUROPEAN THEATER

l. Late reports indicate that the planes of the Eth Air Force
attacking targets in northwestern Germany on 20 July dropped 1,502
tons on the Merseburg cil refinery, 90 tons on Leipzig and L3 tons on
Wiesbaden. During 29 July, 659 B=17's returned to bomb the Merseburg
oil plant, L73 B-2l's attacked an oil refinery at Bremen and 96 B-2l's
struck two airfields northeast of Paris, Of 50 enemy aireraft encountered
at Merseburg, 30 (probably 39) were destroyed for the loss of 17 bombers
and six fighters.

During the 2l-hour period ending sunrise 29 July, the Allied
Expeditionary Air Forece flew over 3,000 sorties in support of ocur ground
forces in France; 13 enemy aircraft were destroyed for the loss of nine of
ours. One hundred and twenty-three flying bombs were launched against
Enpland, Bl making landfall and 4O reaching the London area; 32 were destroyed.

During 28 July, 102 tons were dropped by 20 heavy bembers of the
RAF on launching sites in the Pas de Calais area. One hundred and fifty-
two British heavy bombers and 20 Mosquitoes struck a supply dump in the same
vicinity; one heavy bomber was destroyed. The following night British heavles
and Mosquitoes retwrned to bomb the supply dump again with 361 tons, British
heavy hombers placed 1,415 tons of high explosives and 362 tons of incendiaries
on Stuttgart; 39 bombers are missing. At Hamburg bombers of the HAF dropped
1,294 tons of bombs, Many fighters were encountered and 23 bombers are missing.

2, The impetus of our First Army advance accelerated during 29 .July.
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VI1II Corps armor pr{:l"bad southward to the Muneville sur Mer area while

VII Corps tanks drove nine miles southwestward from St. Martin de Cenilly

to the Sienne at La Jourdanniere, the latter thrust cutting off elements

of two German divisions. Infantry units of the VII Corps reduced the salient
between Villebaudon and 5t. Denis le Gast. The XIX Corps captured Villebaudocn
and reached to within one mile of Percy. Enemy infantry and emplaced tanks
were still resisting in the Moyen and Le Mesnil Opac areas, On the frent

of the V Corps cur advanca carried to a line Conde sur Vire-Le Fhilippes.

There was no change in the situation on the British Second or Canadian

First Army fronts.
HEDITERRANEAN

1, During the night of 27-28 July, 23 B-2L's of the 15th Air Force
dropped &9 tons on the Florina marshalling yards in Greece. The same
night light and fighter bombers of the Tactical Air Force flew intruder
missions over the Po Valley attacking roads leading from the battle areas;
cne enemy plane was destroyed for the loss of two bombers. The following
day operations were restricted by adverse weather. Light bombers struck
rail faecilities in the Rapallo area while 105 P=L7's attacked railrcad
lines along the Italian Riviera and in the Bologna-Milan vicinity.
Approximately 200 Tactical sortles were flown over the battle area. In
operations along both Italian coasts one enemy plane was destroyed for the

loss of one fighter.

2. During 28 and 29 July the situation on the front of the Fifth
Army remained substantially unchanged. Patrols of the British Eighth Army
pushed to the outskirts of Empoli. Bast of Mentelupo German infantry and
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Tiger tanks heavily counterattacked forward New Zealand units, which

after slight withdrawals gained their lost ground and advanced capturing
two enemy strong points in the San Michele area, Minor gains were made
east of San Casciano, Indian troops occupied Monti Maggio, British armored
troops captured Persignano, and a column advancing up the Tiber Vallsy
reached Anghiari, In the Adriatic sector the Polish Corps, occupying
Montecarotto, beat back heavy enemy attacks on that town and against

Vaccarile,

ASIATIC THEATER

1. Fifty-six B-29's of the 20th Bomber Command unloaded 112 tons of
explosives on industrial targets at Anshan, in the Mukden area (Manchuria)
during 29 July. Twenty-four other B-29's hit port facilitles at Tangku
near Tientsin with 28 tons and the Chenghsien-Hankow railway with 20 tons,
This was the first daylight B-29 operation against Japanese targets;
initial reports indicate that results were good to excellent. One B=29

crashed near its base, two others are missing,

2. On the Manipur front 27 July British troops attacked Japanese
positions on Tamu road six miles northwest of the town, but were forced
to withdraw, The following day British forces south of Bishenpur had
advanced to within one mile of Churachandpur; contact with t‘t:u was
lost. At Myltkyina Allied troops made considerable m‘:@ and east
of the city.
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PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. Our troops in the Aitape area continued to clear enemy positicns
west of the Drimmor River during 27 July.
late reports indicate 11 B-24's attacked Samate airdrome with 24

tons during 26 July. Revised figures for the surprise raid on Halmahera
airdromes the following day indicate 30 aircraft were destroyed on the
ground and 15 in the air; two of our fighters were lost. During 28 July
23 B-24's hit Woleai supply areas with 30 tons. In the Wewak area bombers
and fighters raided enemy supplies and, cooperating with Navy PT boats,
destroyed two barges. Operating over northwestern New Guinea 35 heavy
bombers attacked the Manokwari airdrome while medium bombers and fighters
sank a lugger in Kaimana Bay and strafed shipping and villages in the
Geelvink Bay area, In scattered raids to the west heavy bombers struck
the Namlea airdrome, Cape Chater, and damaged a lugger at Dobo (Arce Is.).
Lighter aircraft raided an enemy camp and airdrome on Timor.

The previous day nearly 175 Solomons-based aircraft attacked
targets on Bougainville, hit enemy transportation and supplies on the
Gazelle Peninsula and bombed the Kavieng area. One intercepting enemy
plane was destroyed.

2. During 27 July nearly 150 sorties of Central Pacific planes attacked
Wotje, Jaluit and Mille. Twelve B-25's of the 7th Air Force struck gun
positions on Ponape. The following day 25 B-24's released more than 60
tons over Truk; two (probably three) enemy planes were destroyed for the
loss of one heavy bomber. During 27 and 28 July, fighter aircraft flew
129 tactical sorties over Tinian in support of ground troops; one fighter
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was lost,

3..0n Guam our forces continued to score gains during 28 July, con-
solidating the north and south beachheads and occupying Mounts Chachao
and Alutom. We now occupy an area two miles deep along the west coast
extending from Agana on the north to within one and one-half miles of
Facpi Point on the south., We have advanced to within two miles of the

tip of Orote Peninsula,

4o During 25 and 26 July carrier-based planes raided Yap, Ulithi and
Palau destroying 26 enemy planes and sinking one destroyer, cne destroyer
escort, seven small freighter transports, one small tanker and several
other small craft, We lost 15 planes,

EASTERN FRONT

The Red Armies continued to advance on the north and central fronts
during 29 July. Their spearhead in the north thrust to within 20 miles
of Riga despite repeated German counterattacks, Other Soviet forces ad-
vanced to within five miles of Kaunas and reduced the German salient west
of Grodno. South of Deblin, Red troops extended théir front along the
Vistula River. In the Przemysl area fierce fighting continued with Soviet
troops gaining west of the city while the Cermans regained some ground
to the east. Soviet gains were also reported in the Lwow-Stanislawow area
against increased German and Hungarian resistance.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

1, Forty-seven British heavy bombers and 10 Mesquitoes struck
four launching sites in the Dieppe-Rbuen area 27 July with 226 tons of
high explosives. That night 27 lMosgquitces attacked Stuttgart and Aachen
with a tutai of L0 tons including 18 two-ton "block-busters".

During the 2l-hour period ending at sunrise 28 July the AEAF
flew nearly 3,000 sorties to cut railroad lines and attack other targets
in support of our ground operations in Normandy. Enemy air operations
were reduced from the scale of the previous day; two groups of L0 enemy
planes were observed in the Caen area. During these operations 23
(probably 26) enemy aireraft were destroyed for the loss of 23 of our
planes. One hundred and fifty-one flyingz bombs were launched against
England, 57 reaching London; 58 were destroyed.

During 28 July, 1,057 escorted heavy bombers of the 8th Air
Force were airborne to attack targets in northwest Germany, Belgium and
the Paris area. Sixteen combat wings attacked a synthetie oil plant at
Merseburg and one combat wing attacked a target of opportunity. Adverse
weather forced other formations to abandon cperations. Three (probably
five) enemy planes were destroyed; seven of our bombers and two fighters

are missing.

2. Our First Army contimed to make rapid progress on all its Corps
fronts throughout 26 July. On the west our VIII Corps,spearheaded by
armored units, broke through the enemy defenses, moved forward and
occupied Lessay, Periers and St. Sauveur Lendelin., This morning they

passed through Coutances and reached the sea south of the Sienne estuary.
KA
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Coutances 1s clear of the enemy and our infantry units are clearing the

area cut off by our encircling movement. Armored units of our VII Corps
advanced three and seven miles respectively, capturing St. Martin de Cenilly,
Maupertuis, and Tessy sur Vire, Our XIX Corps pushed two miles scuth of
St. Lo, and our V Corps advanced four miles south of Berigny. Very close
and successful cooperation was reported between the air and ground forces,
many enemy tanks and motor transports being destroyed by our planes.

British sircraft furnished excellent support in the sector south of Caen
glving the enemy on that front no rest and breaking up repeated counter-

attacks,

VEDITERRANEAN THEATER

1. During the night of 256-27 July, T heavy bombers of the 15th Air
Force attacked & Floasti oil refinery with 131 toms.

Tha following day, in addition to strategic air cperaticns over
the Balkans reported yesterday, over 200 bormbers, chiefly mediums,
concentrated on railroad bridges in northern Italy and the Forli marshalling
yards; more than 700 fighter and fighter bomber sorties were flown. Coastal
aircraft sank an 80-foot schooner and damaged a 1,200-ton vessel off the
Dalmatian coast while other missions sttacked rail and road communications
in Yugoslavia. Five enemy aircraft were destroyed, three of them on the
ground; four of cur fighters are missing.

The night of the 27th, 138 tons were placed on a Bucharest cil
refinery by 78 heavy bombers, one of which falled to return. Four hundred
and twenty-nine B-17's and B=2l's, dispatched on a daylight attack against
two Plossti oil refineries 28 July, attacked with a total of 522 tons.
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Of about 80 enemy interceptors encountered, 11 (probably 13) were

destroyed for the loss of 1B bombers and four fighters.

2. Forward positions of the Fifth Army remained unchanged during 27
July. Indian units of the Eighth Army, in advances from three to five
miles, advanced to within four miles of Empoli and two miles of Montelupo.
New Zealand infantry reported a two-mile gain which placed them five miles
from Florence. In the upper Tiber wvalley Indian trocps occupied Scojano.
Patrols in the eastern sector of the front reported Perticano and
Sassoferrato clear of the enemy, Polish units on the Adriatic have

entered Senigallia.

ASTATIC THEATER

1, B-29's of the 20th Bomber Command made a daylizht attack on the
Mukden industrial area on 29 July. This was the first attack to be made

in daylight against the Japanese inner zone.

2, In the 1ith Air Force escorted B-2l mission against Yochow on
25 July, 27 P-LO's destroyed six of 20 Jap interceptors. The same day
two B=25's destroyed two freighter-transports off the China coast southwest
of Swatow., During 26 and 27 July fighter bombers inflicted heavy
casualties in attacking troop concentrations, highway traffiec and river
shipping in the Changsha area, Twenty-seven B-25's bombed Tengchung and
32 fighters hit tactical targets along the Salween River on the 26th.

3, During 26 July, three B-2li's attacked rail lines at Monywa and
two others hit supply dumps in the Kalewa area. lore than 60 RAF planes
supported ground operations on the Manipur fronts.
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PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. During 27 July, 2l heavy bombers struck the enemy's supply dumps
at Woleai. On the New Guinea mainland light and fighter bombers contimued
to attack troop concentrations, coastal shipping, and motor transperts
from Wewak to Yakamul. Medium and fighter bombers sank a 100-foot vessel
and set fire to a seatruck and two barges in waters off the Vogelkop
Peninsula. Sixty-two escorted B-2li's and 26 B-25's attacked airdromes
and shipping in the Halmahera and Obi Islands; at least 13 enemy planes
were destroyed and one lugger sunk. Eighteen other B-2l's attacked Laha
airdromes (Ceram) and targets on Timor; seven BE-25's struck supply dumps
in the Flores Islands.

In nearly 150 sorties, Sclomons-based planes contimed to
neutralize the enemy on the Gazelle Peninsula; 27 medium and fighter

bombers attacked New Ireland targets.

2. During 26 July, 2l B-2L's of the 7th Air Force dropped 72 tons

of bombs on the Truk naval base; 31 Marine fighter bombers struck Wot je.

3+ During 27 July our forces on Guam advanced slowly in the northern
sector and on the Orote Peninsula against stubborn and strongly-emplaced
opposition. Clearance of Piti Harbor is proceeding in advance of the
capture of Orote Peninsula. Our casualties as of 1800 27 July were:
996 killed, 3,6L0 wounded, 309 missing.

L. Our troops on Tinian on 27 July attacked southward curing the
morning and by mid-afternocon had advanced more than two miles along the
eastern coast, The Ushi Point airfield is now usable, Casualties as
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of 1800 26 July were: 159 killed, LL1 wounded, 32 missing; 2,089 enemy

were killed and 62 POW's captured.
EASTERN FRONT

Red Army troops advanced on a broad front north and south of Dvinsk
on 28 July and widened their salient at Shavli, moving to within 50 miles
of Riga. Other forces are now 20 miles from Warsaw. Soviet forces
also took Brest-Litovsk (where they surrounded three Cerman divisions),

Jaroslav and Przemysl, and advanced in the Carpathian foothills,
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EUROFEAN THEATER

1. During 25 July the BAF struck flying bomb sites in Picardy
with 493 tons. That night other bomber missions dropped over 500 tons
of bombs on a signal depot near St. Cyr, LS9 tons on a synthetie oil
plant northwest of Bochum, 1,56l tons on Stuttgart, nearly 300 tons on
launching sites in nerthern France, harassed Berlin with 1l two-ton
bonbs, and made lighter raids against Bremen, Mannheim and a rail center
east of Douai, In these operations three (probably five) enemy planes
were destroyed for the loss of 13 bombers, The night of 26-27 July, 187
bombers attacked the Givers rail junction. Thirty Mosguitces dropped
L5 tons on Hamburg while smaller missions attacked Saarbrucken and the
railway center east of Doual. Seven planes failed to return.

During the 2l4-hour period ending at sunrise 27 July, the Allied
Expeditionary Air Force flew more than 3,500 sorties. The enemy fighter
effort over Normandy was noticeably stronger, about LOO sorties being
reported during the period. Of these 16 (probably 17) planes were das-
troyed for the loss of one of our bombers and 22 fighters. One hundred
and five flying bombs were launched against England, 73 making landfall
and 25 reaching the London area; 72 were destroyed.

One hundred and forty-seven escorted heavy bombers of the Bth Air
Force were airborme 27 July. Part of this force attacked Chent and a
signal depot at Brussels; the remaining planes did not bomb due to
adverse target weather. Ome bomber and one fighter were lost for the

dastruction of one parked enemy plana.

2. Our First Army continued to push rapidly to the south during
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26 and 27 July. The VIII Corps advanced its center units more than a
mile reaching the Lessay-Periers road. Our VII Corps armored units
made extensive gains driving five miles to Cerisy la Salle and to le
Mesnil Herman respectively, while infantry mopped up the rear areas
west of the Vire., Our V Corps advanced 2,000 yards to Lamberville,
capturing Vidouville despite heavy resistance.

On the British Second Army front the Canadian II Corps reported
an unsuccessful enemy attack in the Verrieres area during the nisht of
26-27 duly.

Over 61,000 enemy prisoners have been processed during the
Normandy operations. More than a million and a half troops have been

landed,
MEDITERRANEAN

1. In addition to strategic bomber operations on 26 July, reported
yesterday, 233 Tactical Air Force medium bombers attacked highway and
rail bridges in northern Italy and rail yards in the Sologna-favenna area.
Twenty-four A-20's set fire to a fuel dump near Savona, and fighter air-
craft, in addition to normal support missions, destroyed 13 (probably 27)
parked planes on the Valence airdrome. The Coastal Air Force destroyed
two schooners and damaged another south of Venice. Four enemy aircraft
were shot down; two of cur medium bombers and four fighters are missing.
Another German plane was destroyed off Malta,

The 98 long-range fighter bombers of the 15th Air Foree which

returned from Russia on 26 July destroyed six enmemy aircraft on the ground
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in the Ploesti-Bucharest area. Of about 55 enemy fighters encountered
20 were shot down; two of our planes are missing,

Three hundred and ninety escorted heavy bombers of the 15th Air
Force operated against armament works at Budapest and the Pec rail yards
in Yugoslavia with over 1,000 tons of explosives during 27 July. About
100 enemy fighters were encountered in the Budapest area and while bomber
claims are not totalled, fighters report destruction of 1l enemy planes;
nine heavy bombers and three fighters are missing,

2. There was no change in the situation on the Fifth Army front
during the 2L-hour period ending at noon on 27 July. In the Zighth Army
the XIIT Corps made gains of three miles along its front, forward troops
at last report having reached to within six miles of Montelupo and seven
miles of Florence, San Casciano was occupied by New Zealand units without
opposition although demolitions in the town delayed further advances in
that area. British X Corps troops captured and held Monti Castiglion. and
Citerna despite determined opposition and repeated counterattacks and, at
last report, had driven to within two miles of Anghiari, 1In the Adriatic
sector the Polish Corps reached the line of the Misa Fiver from Vaccarile
to the sea with patrols on the far bank, and were fighting in the outskirts

of Senigallia; Ostra was occupied during the advance.

ASIATIC THEATER

1. On the Salween front on 25 July Chinese troops made local gains
southeast of Mangshih; other columns advanced to within one quarter mile
of the south side of Lungling., On the Mogaung front, Allied forces scored

o
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small gaing in Myitkyina. In the Manipur area British forces repulsed
a Japanese counterattack at Sibong and cleared the Tiddim Road to a

point 16 miles below Bishenpur.

2. The 1l4th Air Force on 24 and 25 July continued to support the
Chinese ground cperations in the Hengyang-Tungting Lake area, many loaded
river craft beinz sunk; near Canton P-5l's dive bombed Tsingyun and
attacked an airdrome. P-L0's over the French Indo-China coast sank six
coastal craft and bombed a railroad yard. Six Japanese bombers hit the
Lungling airdrome but details were unreported. On 25 July, 2L B-2lL's
reported good concentrations in bombing storage areas and railroad yards
at Yochow, Fighter missions supported Chinese cperations along the Salween

River.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. During 26 July, American infantry in the Afau area were engaged

in clearing the enemy from west of the Urinumor River.

Bad weather restricted air operations over New Guinea during
the day; however, US and Australian medium, light and fighter bombers
continued their attacks against the isolated enemy troops and installations
near Wewak and Afau, A total of 37 B-2l's and nine A-20's attacked the
Babo airdrome and installations at Moemi, Nabire and Ransiki., Twenty-three
other B-2L's again attacked supply dumps on Woleai. Eleven Australian
B-25's bombed the airfield at Langgoer.

Solomons-based planes attacked enemy installations on the Gagzelle

Peninsula in more than 100 sorties; 22 sorties were flown against targets
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on New Ireland, The following day an Emirau-based patrol bomber attacked
a five-vessel conveoy south of Palau damaging two ships. That afterncon
gix medium bombers again attacked the convoy, probably sinking one vessel

and setting fire to three,

2. During 25 July, 96 Central Pacific aircraft attacked Mille, Jaluit,
Truk and Taroa and 11 B-25's struck Ponape. Pagan was attacked by 20 air-

craft based at Saipan; Rota was alsc bombarded and attacked from the air.

3. Japansse attempts to b.ma}: out from Orote Peninsula during the
night of 25-26 July were stopped by our artillery fire, the enemy suffering
LOO casualties. Next moming, following heavy artillery and naval gunfire
and naval bombing which destroyed 12 tanks, Marine units pushed forward
more than & mile to reach Sumay. To the north, Japanese attacks which
started the previous evening resulted in their infiltrating our beachhead
in considerable force. At dawn, Marine troops in the area proceeded to
clear the beachhead of the enemy, many hundreds of whom were annihilated
within and without our lines. There was no change in the situation of
our 77th Division in the southern sector. Our casualties to 1800 on 26 July
totalled 587 killed, 2,798 wounded and 191 missing. The enemy known dead
total 2,783.

Le During 26 July cur troops on Tinian launched a general assault
and advanced rapidly against light cpposition; by nightfall the northern
part of the island, including Mt. Lasso, Asiga Point and the two airfields,
had been ocoupied. Our casualties continued light; enemy dead to date
total 1,958.
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EASTERN FRONT

Red Armies on 27 July took Rezekne and Dvinsk and made gains along
the railroad between these cities., They cut the main railroad between
Riga and Tilsit at Shavli in a 23-mile spurt, captured Bialystok and
further narrowed the escape corridor of the German garrison at Brest-
Litovsk, Their forces on the Vistula advanced to within 30 miles of
Warsaw from the southeast; uncfficisl German and Soviet reports stated
the Hed Armies have crossed the Vistula at several points and have established
a bridgehead beyond the San River 15 miles deep and more than 50 miles wide.
Lwow and Stanislawow have fallen to the Pussians who made progress alons the

entire sector between these cities and to the south of the latter,
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EUROPEAN THEATER

1. During 2L July and the following night, 98 RAF bombers dropped
328 tona of explosives on flying bomb sites in the Abbeyille-Amiens and
Calais areas. Stuttgart was the target for a night mission of 576 bombers
which attacked with 1,720 tons. Other formations hit the Donges oil storage
depot with 560 tons, harassed Berlin with 22 two-ton bombs and made light
raids against Frankfurt and Aachen. Losses incurred during these operations
totalled 26 bombers. Enemy air operations the night of 24-25 July included
attacke against Allied shipping off the Brest Peninsula by 15 German bombers
and apainst targets in Normandy by 25 others.

Further details covering the Bth Air Force support of Nermandy
ground cperations during 25 July reveal that cur heavy bombers dropped
3,39 tons of explosives and fragmentation bombs on the battle areas arcund
Periers and St. Lo. Although heavy bombers did not operate during the 26th,
19l P-4;7's were airborne to attack fuel dumps in France.

In the 2l~hour period ending at sunrise 26 July, the Allied
Expeditionary Air Force flew over L,000 sorties to attack railway centers,
supply dumps, gun positions and other tactical targets in northern France
in support of our ground forces. Fifteen (probably 16) enemy planes were
destroyed for the loss of three bombers and 18 fighters. Although no
flying bombes were reported during the day, L5 were dispatched towards
England during the night. Of these only 16 penstrated to the London area;

1L were destroyed.

2., Forward units of our VIII Corps advanced more than one mile against

increasing and determined enemy resistance during 25 July, troops on the
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east flank reaching the St. Lo-Periers road. Early the next morning
this Corps, carrying on the attack, gained 500 to 1,000 yards across
the Seves in the direction of Periers. VII Corps units, breaking
through stubbornly-held forward defenses, captured Lozon, Marigny and
8t. Gilles in three separate attacks and cut the St. Lo-Coutances road,
On the extreme left of the First Army front cur V Corps also attacked,
reporting advances up to 2,500 yards and the capture of aux Malles.

On the British Second Army front the Canadian II Corps, by-passing
May-sur-Orne during the morning of 25 July, occupied Verrieres and pushed
500 yards southeast of that villagewhere the advance was held up by fire
from Cerman tanks, anti-tank guns and mortars in the Hoquancourt area.

An enemy counterattack of considersble strength directed against Verrieres

from the southwest was repulsed after heavy fighting.
MEDITERRANEAN

1. During 25 July when Strategic bombers operated against Linz, Austria,
medium and light bombers of the Tactical Air Force attacked marshalling yards
in the Po Valley, rail bridges alomg the Italian Riviera and storage dumps
north of Imperdia, Nearly LOO fighters and fighter bombers cperated north
of the battle line attacking gun positions, ammmition dumps and shipping
along the east coast where two vessels were probably sunk, Other missions
sank a schocner off the Dalmatian coast and raided airdromes and communications
in Yugoslavia.

15th Air Force long-range fighters, operating from bases in Russia,
strafed the Mielec airdrome in Poland in support of the Red Army's offensive

| e
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on the Eastern Front during 25 July. Our planes claimed 29 (probably
3L) enemy planes in aerial combat, nine (probably 16) on the ground
and listed four locomotives and numercus motor vehicles as destroyed.
The next day our Fighter Task Force returned from Russia to its Italian
bases, conducting sweeps in the Floesti area enroute.

In cperations on 26 July, L25 escorted heavy bombers of the
15th Alir Force were airborne against oil storage facilities at Berat,
Albania, and three airdromes and an aircraft factory in the Vienna area,
attacking these targets with 795 tons. At least 300 enemy fighters were
encountered near Vienna of which 7L (probably 87) were destroyed; 18

heavy bombers and five fighters are missing.

2. There was no change in the situation on the Fifth Army front
during the 30-hour period ending at noon on 26 July; our II Corps assumed
comnand of the eastern sector of the Fifth Army front. The British Eighth
Army reported good progress in the San Casciano area where latest information
places forward units within eight miles of Florence. The Indian column
advancing northward west of the Tiber pushed forward two miles reaching

to within three miles of Sansepolcro.

ASIATIC THEATER

1. Allied forces at Myitkyina made local gains on 2L July; columns
from the Fort Hertz area crossed the Irrawaddy just north of the town.
In the Mogaung area Allied troops have occupied Laja, four miles northwest
of Taungnij active patrolling and increased enemy resistance were reported
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in thls area. British troocps in the Manipur sector captured a Japanese

road block and moved to within 10 miles of Tamu from the northwést.

2, Between 23 and 25 July, inclusive, missions of the Eastern Air
Command were active against ensmy land and river communications in Purma.

P-40's provided direct support for Allied operations in Myitkyina and

Mogaung.

3. During 22, 23 and 2, July, the 1hth Air Force made damaging
strikes against railroad yards, airfields, troop concentrations and
communications in the Hengyang-Changsha area and supported operations
on the Canten and Salween fromts. Escorted B-25's attacked warehouses
and railroad yards on the Yellow River front on the 23rd; of 15 enemy
interceptors encountered 10 (probably 11) were destroyed. The next day
& similar mission, in a surprise raid on Pailuchi airdrome, reported the

destruction of 30 (probably 37) enemy planes on the ground.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

l. Patrol activity only was reported from the Noemfoor, Biak, Haffin
Bay and Afau areas on 25 July; determined enemy opposition was reported in
the Afau sector. Small B-2l missions which harassed Woleai on 2l and 25
July were followed on the latter day by 2L heavy bombers which dropped 27
tons on supply dumps there. West of New Guinea, 18 other B-2li's hit the
town and airdromes at Namlea with L1 tons, probably destroying three parked
airnrla.f‘t.; four B-25's bombed and strafed barges at Koer Island. Forty

medium bombers attacked headquarters areas and troop concentrations along

.
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the Drinumor River; P-LO's cooperating with PT boats, sank a loaded
troop barge east of Manolwari and attacked coastal villages and bivouac
areas in that region.

Eighty Solomons-based bembers and fighters hit enemy installations
on the Gagelle Peninsula with 32 tons of explosives during 2ly July; 25

other planes bombed Kavieng and New Ireland targets with 1L tons.

2, During 25 July resistance on the northern flank of cur Guam
beachhead was being overcome and progress in this sector accelerated. A
center of resistance has developed across the base of the Orote Peninsula.
Little resistance was being encountered in the southern gector, Our
casualties by the afterncon of the 25th were L3 killed, 2,366 wounded
and 209 missing in action. The enemy known dead was reported toc be at

least 2,L00.

3. Our troops on Tinlan, after repulsing an enemy counterattack
sarly the morning of 25 July, attacked following heavy artillery and naval
bombardments. The advance during the day was rapid and oppositicn ganerally
light. By late afternoon the beachhead had been lengthened to 6,L00 yards
and was 2,700 yards deep at the center, Our casualties at that time totalled

15 killed and 225 wounded.
EASTERN FHONT

Red Army forces attacking from thelr bridgehead south of Narva during
26 July tock that city. Further gains were made southwest of Pskov, and
the Russian advance has placed forward units within 20 miles of the trunk
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railroad between Figa and Tilsit, Further south the HRed Army is along
the Vistula on a 20-mile front southeast of Warsaw. South of Stanislawow

a wedge has been driven to within 15 miles of the old Czechoslovak border.
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NESTERN HENISPHERE
Eight Navy B=34's operated against airfields and picket boats in
the nmorthern Kuriles duwring 24 July. One of the Japanese planas inter-

cepting the formation was probably destroyed. Seven of our planes

returned and one headed for Fussian territory after reporting a damaged engine.

EUROPEAN THEATER

1, During the 8th Air Force operations in support of ground forces
in the Periers and St. Lo areas on 24 July, reported yesterday, 487 heavy
bombers delivered 944 tons of explosives, Two enemy planes were
destroyed for a loss of three heavy bombers and three fighters. In the
24=hour period ending at sunrise on 25 July, the Allied Expeditiomary Air
Force flew 2,700 sorties against communication and tactical targets
supporting the Allied of fensive in Normandy. The Bth Air Force continued
this direct support during the 25th, flying 1,580 heavy bomber sorties
against targets in the battle sone, During these operatlons 27 (probably 28)
enamy planes were shot down for a loss of five heavy bombers, three medium
bombers and five fighters,

Of the 62 flying bombs launched against England during the day and
night of 24 July, 26 penetrated the London area; 19 were destroyed. Some
of the missiles recently observed appeared to have come from Belgium and
Holland,

2. During the morning 25 July our VII Corps, supported by heavy
air and artillery bombardments, launched an attack along 1ts entire front,
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Enemy resistance was generally light, although some enemy pockets held

out in woods east of le Mesnil-Eury. The Canadian II Corps, advancing
astride the Caen-Falaise road, met stubborn resistance and repulsed
several infantry counterattacks supported by tanks. By noon the Canadians
had entered Verrieres and were engaged in heavy fighting inthe area of

Tilly la Campagne.

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

1. During the night of 23-2L July, 57 Allied bombers attacked a
Budapest oil refinery with 109 tons of explosives. The next day, while
the 15th Air Force was conducting widespread attacks in northern Italy
and southern France (previously reported), the Tactical Air Force contimed
its offensive against cormunications north of the battle area. Targets
for 111 B-25's included four railroad bridges in the Padua-Bologna area
and supply dumps and shipping at Ravenna; twelve other bombers hit the
Iugo railroad yards., More than LOO fighter aircraft swept railroad lines
in the lower Po Valley and raided targets in the battle area. Other
missions operated against communications along the Dalmatian coast. Only
two enemy planes were observed over Italy during the day; two of ocur
fighters are missing.

The night of 2L-25 July, 26 Allied heavy bombers dropped 65 tons
on an airdrcme near Valence in the Fhone Valley. The next day 510 escorted
15th Air Force heavies effectively attacked the Linz (Austria) tank works
with 1,2L6 tons of explosives. Of about 175 enemy aircraft encountered

65 (probably 76) were destroyed for the loss of 21 bombers and two fighters.

o
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In a machine-gun attack against & Yugoslavian airdrome many enemy aircraft
were damaged.

2. Activity in our Fifth Army sector during 25 July was confined to
patrol cperaticns and heavy exchanges of artillery fire, The British
Eighth Army reported gains up to three miles in several areas, A New
Zealand columm, advancing on Florence, reached to within two miles of
San Casciano., Troops of an Indian division pierced the German defense
line northeast of Areszzo, capturing two objectives in the rugged, hilly
country. There was no change in the situation in the Adriatic sector.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHNEST PACIFIC THEATERS

l. Patrols in contact with the enemy in the Afan area of New Guinea
received heavy artillery fire during the night of 2l July. During that
day, 50 Allied aircraft obtained excellent coverage in bombing troop
concentrations and coastal targets in the Wewak area. Small missions of
heavy, mediun and fighter bombers attacked barge and coastal traffic in
waters off the Kal Islands and the Vogelkop Peninsula. Two heavy bombers
harassed airdromes on Palau.

On 23 July Sclomons-based bombers and fighters continued their
raids against targets on Bougainville and in the easternm Bismarcks.

2. Tth Air Force B-25's attacked Ponape during 23 July. Next day
27 B=2ly's dropped 67 tons on pier and warshouse areas at Truk. One enemy
fighter was probably destroyed. More than 100 Marine bombers and eight
Army B=2L's dropped 100 tons of explosives on anti-aircraft and coastal
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defenses of Wotje. Twenty B-25's raided Nauru phosphate plants and Orro

town with over 19 tons. Smaller formations harassed Mille and Jaluit.

3. Army and Marine forces on Guam reported slow progress against
stiff opposition in the northern area and excellent progress in the
southern area during 2l July. The Orote Peninsula has been severed by
the southern force and patrols have covered most of the shoreline between
the two beachheads. Landing craft are discharging over the beaches in
both attack areas. Many enemy were reported killed by our land, sea and
air attacks, US casualties through 2 Julys 365 killed, 1,850 wounded,
and 2562 missing.

L. By nightfall on 24 July our forces on Tinian had established a
beachhead approximately two miles long and cne mile deep and captured the
western third of the Ushi Point airfield., Enemy resistance consisted
primarily of rifle and machine-gun fire. Four battalions of 75 mm.

howitzers and L8 medium tanks have been landed to support the assault forces .
EASTERN FRONT

The Red Army advancing southwest of Pskov cut the railroad from Dvinsk
to Riga on 25 July. Other forces reached within three miles of Bialystok
and drove to within ten miles of the Vistula northwest of Lublin, The
city of Lwow has been completely encircled and Bussian columns are only

four miles from Stanislavov,
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WESTERN HFEMISPHERE

Four B-34's attacked two airfields on Shumushu on 22 July, Eight
Japanese fighters made some resistance., One disabled bomber headed for

Russian territory; the other three returned,

EUROPEAN THEATER

1, During 23 July and the following night, 152 heavy and 19 losquito
bombers of the RAF attacked flying bomb sites in the Dieppe-fiouen area
dropping 609 tons. One enemy plane was destroyed for the loss of one
heavy bomber. That same night 611 British bombers hit Kiel with over
3,000 tons of high explosives and incendiaries; four heavy bombers are
missing from this operation. Another mission of 116 attacked the Donges
oil storage depot with LL2 tons of bombs. Twenty two-ton "block-busters"
and two tons of incendiaries were dropped on Berlin by 26 Mosquito bombers
without loss; four others dropped seven tons on the Duren light metal
casting works. During bomber support patrols two enemy planes were destroyed.

Two hundred forty-four escorted bombers of the Bth Air Force
attacked three airdromes northwest of Reims and another at Creil on 23 July
with 529 tons of explosives. Two B-17's are missing.

On 2l July, the 8th Air Force dispatched 1,582 escorted heavy
bombers to attack tactical targets in support of ocur ground forees in
Normandy. Poor weather over the targets caused all but about 500 to be
recalled, Three bombers and three fighters were lost during these operations.
One hundred ninety-six P-5l's were airborne to nt.tauﬁ the Laiphaim- and
Lechfeld airdromes in Bavaria. Bad weather hindered these attacks but
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eirdromes in scuthwestern Cermany were hit and 12 parked and three air-
borne enemy planes were destroyed; two of our fighters are missing.
During the 36-hour period ending at sunrise 2l July the Allied
Expeditionary Air Force flew over 2,500 sorties. Four (probably ten)
enemy planes were destroyed for a loss of five bombers, 18 fighters and
two transports. During this period L5 of the 187 flying bombs launched
against England penetrated to the London areas; 79 were destroyed. The
cumulative totals for these new missiles to date indicate that, of the
L,512 launched, 1,6L7 have penetrated to London and 1,8L9 were destroyed
by defense measures, Casualties from this weapon now total 4,071 killed

and 26,732 injured.

2. There was little change in the situation on the front of the
First Army during the 2li-hour period which ended at ncon on 24 July. In
the British Second Army sector the XII Corps met strong resistance to

their advance on Esquay. The Canadian II Corps occupied Etavaux,
MEDITERRANEAN

1, Despite bad weather 23 July, 117 medium bombers attacked bridges
in the Po Valley and in northwestern Italy. Thirty Allied medium bombers
attacked Ravenna harbor and enemy barracks at Viareggio, and more than
L60 lighter aircraft also supported our ground forces, Coastal aircraft
bombed Capodistria, Porto Garibaldi and Sibenik and destroyed rolling
stock along the eastern Adriatic coast, Three of our planes were lost.

Three hundred and forty-three escorted heavy bombers of the 15th
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Alr Force carried out wide-spread attacks 2, July, striking the Turin
tank works with 1556 tens, the Orbassano ball-bearing works with 162 tons,
Oenoa harbor with 92 tons, two airdromes in socuthern France with 307 tons
and troop concentrations in Yugoslavia with BL tons. Of some 15 enemy
fighters encountered in southern France, five (probably seven) were des-

troyed. Four bombers and one fighter are missing.

2. By nocn of 2L July American forward units of the Fifth Army had
ogoupied the section of Plsa south of the Arne and had gained ccontrol
of the south bank of the river to within 20 miles of Florence. The enemy
was increasing his resistance in this region. All bridees in the Pisa
area had been destroyed and the enemy was shelling the city from the
heights to the northeast. Columns of the British Eighth Ammy reported
gains of from one to three miles. South African tank units advanced to
within ten miles of Florence. To the east, Indian troops, advancing up
the Tiber ‘I.Fnlla:,; northwest of Citta di Castello, gained four miles. There
was no change in the situation in the Polish II Corpe sector.

ASIATIC THEATER

1. During 22 July more than 150 Eastern Air Command fighter bombers

supported ground operations on the Manipur front.

2. Allded troops, in addition to scoring local gains in ¥yitkyina,
established a roadblock on the east bank of the Irrawaddy south of Walngmaw
on 23 July. BSoutheast of Imphal, British units, by-passing a strong enemy
roadblock on the Imphal-Tamu road, reached Sibong. Other units pushed
down the Tiddim Road to a point 1L miles south of Bishempur.
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PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. During 23 July, Allied artillery broke up three enemy attacks
against our positions along the Drinumor River, inflicting heavy casualties;
our units drove the Japsnese from positions in the Afau area and were in
contact on the east bank of the river, two miles to the north.

Four B=2li's bombed airfields on Yap and Palau on the night of
22-73 July. The next day 23 B-2L's made a mid-day attack against bivouacs,
supply areas and an airdrome on Yap; of elght Jap interceptors, two were
destroyed without loss to our aircraft. A smaller heavy bomber mission
hit Woleai. Medium, light and fighter bombers raided enemy positions in
the Wewak ares and bombed installations in support of our Aitape forces.

To the west, two flights of B-2li's hit the Moemi and Babo airfislds.
Other heavy and medium bombers, operating north and west of the Vogelkop
Peninsula, sank three coastal ships, bombed gun positions at Saumlakki
in the Tanimbars and left & small vessel burning in the Halmaheras.

New Zealand bombers attacked three enemy villages near Kieta,
Bougainville, during 22 July. Two of some 130 light bombers which attacked
New Ireland bridges and buildings. falled to return. Twenty-three B-25's
bombed the Rabaul waterfront and 27 light bombers swept the Gazelle

Peninsula.

2. Substantial gains were reported by our forces on Guam during
the night of 22-23 July and the following day. All of Cabras Island and
Piti town were captured by troops in the northern beachhead. The Orote
Peninsula is now practically cut off by our advances. US casualties on
Ouam through 23 July were: 3L48 killed, 1,500 wounded and 110 missing.
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Pagan was attacked on 22 July by our aircraft from Saipan.

3. Early on 2l July US forces landed at Tinian and two hours later

had penetrated a third of a mile inland with light casualties,.
EASTERN FRONT

The Red Army continued to progress on 2L July, scoring a ten-mile
advance in the Pskov-Dvinsk sector, widening the salient aimed at Riga,
wvirtually isclating Brest-Litovsk, capturing Lublin,and crossing the
San River at several points along a 50-mile front. Siedlce, 55 miles
east of Warsaw, and Jaroslav have been abandoned by the Cermans. All
but one railroad from Lwow have been cut and Red Army units are fighting

in the streets of that town.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

1. During the night of 20-21 July, 308 RAF bombers dropped 1,586
tons of bombs causing heavy damage at the Courtrai railway center; one
heavy bomber was lost. The next night, 31 Mosquito bombers dropped LS
tons including 23 two-ton bombs on Berlin. Ninety-four others attacked
five launching sites in Picardy on 22 July,

During 22 July the Allied Expeditionary Air Force continued to
support our ground operations. One hundred fifty-three flying bombs
were launched against England during the day, L3 penetrating to the
Londen area; 69 were destroyed. All bombs appeared to have come from
northern Franca.

Adverse flying weather curtailed the activity of the Bth Air
Force on 22 July. Twenty-seven fighters escorted seven heavy bombers teo

Bremen, Kiel and Hamburg cn a speeclal cperation.

2., During 22 July American VIII Corps troops continued to attack
across the Seves, repulsing an enemy counterattack and occupying the
town of Seves; next morning, however, our forward units retired to
defensive positicns north of the Seves following a German counterattack.
British XII Corps units pressed LOO yards beyond Maltot, followlng which
Canadian II Corps infantry and armor cleared the enemy from Etavaux.

The Canadian First Army assumed command of the British I Corps.

3. ©5B,220 priscners of war have reached the United Kingdom,
Deserters from one regiment reported that their officers decamped as a

5.
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result of the news sbout Hitler. Nearly 1,400,000 treops have landed

in Normandy as well as nearly 300,000 vehicles.
VEDITERRANEAN

1. During the night of 21-22 July, 70 unescorted Allied heavy
bombers bombed the Pardubice (Czechoslovakia) oil refinery with 101 tons
of bombas, Of about 20 enemy planes observed beycnd Vienna one was des-
troyed; six of our bombers are missing, Allied light and medium bombers
attacked motor transportation in the Lucca-Florence area. The next day
air activity was restricted by weather but bridges near Savona and a
munitions factory north of Florence were hit. In L87 sorties fighter
borbers supported our ground operations and alsc attacked the Bergamo
airdrome; six enemy planes were destroyed for the loss of one of our
fighters. Coastal aircraft sank a 200-foot schocner at Rab and operated
over Yugu-::alav:h to attack motor transport; two fighters were lost.

A shuttle bombing mission by 118 long-range fighters of the 15th
Air Force attacked Rumanian airdromes and landed at Russian bases. Pre-
liminary reports indicated that 15 (probably 21) enemy aircraft were des-
troyed in aerial combat and L1 others on the ground for a loss of five
F.38's,

Forty-two escorted heavy bombers of the 15th Adr Force attacked
the Barot (Roumania) oil refinery on 23 July with 129 tons of explosives;

one fighter is missing.

2. During 22 July American units of the Fifth Ammy, advancing on
Pisa from the east and south, reached to within a mile of the southern

e
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limita of the eity; others cccupied San Miniato. Eighth Army columns
approached San Giovanni, advanced north and west of Citta di Castello,
and pushed patrols to the Serra San Quirico area., WNinor gains were

reported along the Adriatic fremt.

3. Cumulative casualties in Italy from 10 May to 19 July:

Killed Wounded Missing  Total POW

Eighth Army
British 3,592 15,712 2,L90 21,85k 9,772
Italian 106 117 79 602 21
3,698 16,189 2,569 22,456 9,793
Folish Corps 1,00k 4,076 Lés 5,5U5 1,Lke

Fifth

Us L,972 21,190 3,675 29,837 20,827
French 2,911 12,230 g2l 16,065 55147
7,863 33,420 L,599 k5,902 25,97k
Grand Totals 12,585 53,685 7,633 73,903 37,216

ASTATIC THEATER

1. On 21 July, British troops in the Hogaung area ccmtinued to
advance toward Taungni. By the close of the next day British units on

the Manipur front had advanced six miles south of Moirang.

2. During 21 July, the 1Lth Air Force supported Allied ground

operations in the Hengyang-Changsha area; cne enemy plane was destroyed.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1, Our forces repulssd ancther Japanese counterattack at Afua near .

N————
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Aitape on 21 July. US troops on Biak, supported by heavy bombers,
reduced the last enemy pocket of resistance on the southern portion
of the island the fcllowing day.

In the Wewak area, L5 of our aircraft as well as PT boats
continued to harass the enemy on 22 July. Our medium bombers attacked
the oil fields in the Sorong area and bombed the Kokas waterfront,
Fifteen B-2l's bombed Yap with 30 tons, destroying two parked aircraft
and shooting down one of five enemy interceptors; Woleai and Palau also
were attacked. Four B-2C's, one of which was lost, sank a sea-truck in
the northermn Halmaheras, and a B-2l; sank a small freighter off Mindanaoc.
Other small missions attacked waterfront installations in the Tanimbar
Islands and destroyed a parked bomber on Selaru.

During 21 July, 179 Solemons-based aircraft set fire to enemy
transportation and wharves in the Rabaul area, destroyed bridges and

buildings along the New Ireland coast and attacked targets in Bougainville,

2. US forces repulsed a Japanese attack of company strength against
the southern beachhead of Guam during the night of 21-22 July; five enemy
tanks were destroyed. The beachhead now includes Bangl Point and Agat; _
Mt. Alifan is in our hands. On the northern beachhead mortar fire inter-
fered with unloading operations during the night. A heavy enemy attack
on the eastern sector of this beachhead caused a eritical situation but
was repulsed after daylight with the aid of Naval gunfire. One-half of
Cabras Island is under our comtrol.

The artillery, naval and air bombardment of Tinian continued

throughout the day.

o
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Je During 21 July twelve Army medium bombers from the Central
Pacific Area attacked gun positions on Ponape. Twenty-seven B-2l's

bombed airfields and dock areas at T with 75 tons on 22 July.

I

EASTERN FRONT

.
1 »

The Soviet Armies maintained 'l:l'uesi»rj ad:lv ) e on a broad front west
of Ostrov as well as east of Dvinsk during 23 July. The Panevezhis
salient was widened and the Red Armies were only 72 miles from Riga,
Substantial gains were also reported toward Bialystok., South of Brest-
Litovek, Soviet units reached Lublin; fightim; iis continuing in the city
and forward elements advanced westward beyond the city. Northwest of
Lwow the Reds made a 20-mile advance to Jaroslav, northwest of Przemysl.

The destruction of encircled enemy forces west of Brodywas reported with

30,000 Germans killed and 15,000 captured.
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GENERAL

The following is a digest of our Army Air Forces combat operaticns

for June 194k:
Theaters of Operations

China &
Burcpe Mad. SWEA CENTFAC India Total

Total Number of
Attacking
Adrcraft B1,761 30,063 12,817 1,317 5,222 131,180
Bomb Tonnage 84,868 37,212 7,005 g18 1,312 131,315
Logses in
Aerial Combat
Meavy Bombers 109 60 18 0 L 1s1
Light & Mediums 12 2 11 0 2 27
Fighters 172 53 L 0 1l 23
Total Net Losses
Heavy Dombers L22 219 32 2 T &82
Light & Mediums 83 2l Lk 3 11 165
Fighters 67L 236 68 17 63 1,058
Enemy Alrecraft
Destroyed in
Aerial Combat

595 572 120 1 63 1,351
Probably 566 T 165 1 g2 1,368
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EUROFEAN THEATER

1. Adverse weather restricted the operations of the Allied
Expeditionary Air Forces to less than 500 sorties during the 2l=hour
pericd ending at sunrise on 22 July; three enemy planes were destroyed.

A total of 207 flying bombs was dispatched against England, 69 penetrating

tc the London area; 20 were destroyed.

2, American First Ammy troops crossed the Seves River north of
Perdiers during the morning of 22 July advancing 500 yards on a 1,000-
yard front, In the British Second Army sector the Germans reoccupied
Esquay after three heavy night attacks against the front of the British
XJT Corps; to the east British and Canadian units advaneing southeast

of Eterville captured Maltot.
MEDITERRANEAN

l. During the night of 20-21 July, light bombers of the Tactical
Air Force operated behind the battle lines and along the Italian east
coast; one plane failed to return. The next day medium bomber missions
were cancelled due to weather. Light bombers hit the railrcad at
Comacchio and a supply dump scuth of Prato. Nearly LOO fighter sorties
attacked targets in the battle area and highway and railway communication
systems in the Genca-Mantua area., From these operations two fighter
bombers are missing.

During 22 July, LB9 B-17's and B-2L's escorted by 198 fighters

bombed a Floesti oil refinery with 1,128 tons of explosives. Twenty

-
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bombers attacked bridges and rail yards at Turnu-Severin as an altermate
target. Five (probably six) of 21 enemy aircraft enccuntered were

destroyed; we lost, from all causes, 26 bombers and one fighter,

2. By noon of 22 July American units of the Fifth Army had crossed
the Antifessetto Canal on a broad front and advanced to within four miles
of Pisa. The British Eighth Army captured Castelnucve and Citta di

Castello and reported further gains north of Aresgzo.

ASTATIC THEATER

1. The 1lLkth Adr Force flew 69 sorties against troop concentraticns
at Hengyang and Changsha and shipping on the Siang River during 19 July;
31 planes operated over the Canton sector to attack Samshul docks. Five
enemy aircraft were destroyed during the day's operations. On the 20th,
11 B-2li's bombed Changsha causing heavy damage and fighter bombers

continued their attacks on nearby river shipping.

2. Unfavorable flying weather continued to restrict the operations
of the Eastern Air Command during 20 July, Fighter bombers concentrated
against road installations and motor traffic along the Tiddim Hoad and

attacked the water storage system at Yenangyaung causing severa damage.
The following day Allied fighter bombers concentrated on targets in the

Falel area; one plane was lost to ground fire,
PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. Missions totalling 36 B-2L's bombed Japanese installations on
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Yap during 20 and 21 July; eight (probably nine) intercepting Japanese
aircraft were destroyed without loss. Minor attacks were made by our
heavy bombers against targets on Sorol, Woleai and Palau and an enemy
bomber was destroyed by a reconnaissance B-2l; east of lMindanao,

Enemy groind and shipping targets in the New CGuinea area were
again pounded by the 5th Air Force, more than L0 medium, light and
fighter bomber sorties being reported against troop concentrations and
coastal communications near But. In the western sector of the island
25 B-2li's concentrated on the airfield and gun positions at Manckwari
while fighter bombers attacked barge hideouts to the south and off Biak,
Shipping in the MacCluer Gulf and the Sele Straits was raided by our
medium bombers and our light bombers harassed enemy barracks at Nabire.

Solomons-based fighter bombers attacked targets ¢n Bougainville

and in northern New Ireland during 20 July.

2. The attack of 19 July by Navy B-24's on the Bonin Islands, in
addition to previous report, damaged a 5,000-ton cargo vessel, fired
three coastal vessels, destroyed two planes and damaged airtase facilities.
During 20 July, 57 Central Pacific aireraft dropped 18 tons on Wotje and
Taroa, and 12 medium bombers of the Tth 4ir Force placed seven tons on

Fenape.

3+ Operations on Guam during 21 July proceeded with absolute
precision. Opposition, initially neminal, has stiffened as our troops
have advanced inland. Good beachheads have been secured and casualties
are believed moderate.

—



4 I‘_‘-u—"\', 5
L LINE AT AT
.:'-? PRESEMT DRIV
I

.:_ ._..'_.!T::: \ :/ \“\ '\’




.

DECLASSIFIED
08D Letter, 6-8=TH ,

The bombardment and shelling of Tinian was econtinued throughout

the day.

EASTERN FRONT

In the central sector of the Aunas Isthmus the Red Army has reached
its 1940 Frentier in an advance of 30 miles. The capture of Pskov has
been conceded by the Germans. Gains have been made by the Soviets southeast
of Ostrov and toward Dvinsk along the railroad from Polotsk but the Germans
still hold firm to the south of Dvinsk. & Soviet spearhead has advanced
18 miles and taken Paneveshis on the Dvinsk-Memfl railroad. Slight gains
have been made northeast of Bialystok and towards Brest-Litowvsk. Northwest
of Kovel, Khelm has been taken by Red trocps which are moving westwards
toward Lublin. The advance on Lwow continues to the northwest and southeast
of the tuwﬁ although German and Hungarian forces are holding firmly and

counterattacking. The advance towards Stanislav continues.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

1. During 20 July, L4LO3 RAF bombers dropped 1,737 tons of explosives
on eight bomb-launching sites in Pleardy. That night, 322 bombers were
dispatched to attack synthetic oil plants at Homberg and Bottrop. Twenty-
8ix Mosquito bombers ralded Hamburg. During these cperations 30 heavy
bombers were lost.

The Allied Expediticnary Air Force flew nearly 2,200 sorties
during the 2lj-hour period ending at sunrise 21 July. One enemy plane was
destroyed for a loss of one medium bomber and five fighter bombers. A
total of 93 flying bombs were launched; 39 penetrated to the London area
and 17 were destroyed.

The Bth Air Force dispatched 1,113 escorted B-17's and B-2L's to
the Munich area on 21 July to bomb ball-bearing plants at Schweinfurt and
Ebelsbach, aircraft plants at Neuaubing, Kempten, Regensburg and Uberpfaffen-
hofen, as well as two airdromes. Six enemy aircraft were destroyed; our

losses totalled 35 bombers and 11 fighters.

2. A counterattack against forward positions of our VIIT Corps near
Raids during the night of 20-21 July was repulsed. The next day, the
Canadian II Corps continued to advance against strong resistance to St.
Andre-sur-Orne and Hubert-Folie. An enemy counterattack supported by armor
near 5t. Andre-sur-Orne was repulsed. Heavy rains hampered operations.

UEDITERRANEAN

1. One hundred eight Allied heavy bombers attacked the Flume oil
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refinery with 26 tons during the night of 19-20 July. The Tactical
Air Force performed nearly 300 sorties during 20 July; two fighter
bombers were lost. Coastal aircraft destroyed a schooner and damaged
ancther in the Adriatic; one enemy plane was &£lso destroyed.

During 21 July, 387 escorted heavy bombers operated against the
Brux synthetic oil plant and Mestre marshalling yards with 856 tons of
explosives. About 70 non-sggresaive enemy fighters were encountered,
nine (probably 12) of them being destroyed; we lost 16 bombers and twe

Tighters.

2. American units of the Fifth Army had established outposts north
of the Antifossetto Canal by noon on 21 July; our patrols were four miles
from Pisa, Further east, French Colonials occupied Castelfiorentinc and
progressed at other points along their front, British Eighth Army troops
found Castiglion unoccupied and made further gains northwest of Laterina.
Columns pushing into the hills in the eastern sector of the battle line
advanced to Perticanc without contact. In the Adriatic sector Italian
and Polish units occupied Cupramontana, Iesi and Belvedere and were in
contact with enemy forces covering the recad running inland from Senigallia,

after an advance of some eight miles in 30 hours.

ASIATIC THEATER

l. On the Salween front Chinese troops attacked Japanese units in
Pingka during 19 July. The next day heavy street fighting was reported
in Myitkyina. British troops had heavy fighting seven miles northwest

of Taungni.
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During 19 July the Eastern Air Command performed a few

offensive missions over the Manipur front despite monscon weather.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

l. Forty=-four fighter bombers cooperated with Navy PT boats to
gink four barges and attack road traffic along the Wewak coast during
20 July. Our cruisers shelled enemy camps and headquarters in the
Yakamul area while our light and fighter bombers hit troop concentrations
in the Wewak and Maffin Bay aresas.

Twenty-seven B-2l's bombed the Yap airstrip on 19 July, while
other heavy bombers attacked Sorol, Ngulu and Woleai, The next day,
small missions of heavy bombers again attacked Yap and Palan airdromes.
Twelve B-25's operated over western Mew Ouinea to bomb shipping and
fuel dumps in the Sorong area. Two B-25's sank a schocner and barge in
Kaiboes Bay; other formations attacked shipping in Geelvink Bay. B-2L's
bombed Manckwari and Moemi. West of New Cuinea our heavy bombers attacked
targets on Tanimbar and Timor, and cur medium bombers damaged a freighter
southwest of Alor Island. Fighters shot down an enemy reconnaissance
plane off Drysdale, Australia.

Nineteen New Zealand fighters,from Sclemons bases, attacked
targets on Bougainville; other Allied formations struck targets in the
vicinity of Rabaul. Sixty-two medium, dive and fighter bombers ccncentrated
on New Ireland road communications.

2. On the mormming of 21 July, after 1,430 air sorties in which LB6
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tons of bombs were dropped on the dafenses of the island, Marines
and Army troops landed on Cuam; opposition was light and operations

were proceeding as scheduled.

3., During 19 July, Navy B-2L's made low-level attacks on shipping
in the Bonin Islands, sinking one small freighter, firing four coastal
vessels and damaging 11 seaplanes. The following day, 28 Central Pacifie
aireraft bombed gun emplacements on Mille,

On Saipan the 5,000-ft. airstrip at Kagman Feninsula wes ready
for use on 20 July. Bombardment of Tinian by Saipan aircraft, shore

artillery and light Naval surface units continues.
EASTERN FRONT

Ostrov was captured by the Soviets during 21 July; farther to the
south German counterattacks against the Soviet bridgehead on the wast
bank of the Niemen River were repulsed, The Red forees reached the Bug
Mver northwest of Brest and crossed it on a 30-mile fromt west of Koval;
minor gains were made north and southeast of Lwow. A new Soviet offansive

was launched east of Stanislav.
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EUROFEAN THEATER

1. The Allied Expeditionary Air Force flew 1,789 sorties during
the 2L-hour period ending at sunrise 19 July. Light bombers and fighters
attacked enemy troop concentrations in the battle area and railroad
communications to the rear. Medium bombers concentrated on bridges in
northwestern France and on & fuel dump at Orleans. Two enemy aircraft
were destroyed for a lose of four bembers and one fighter. Ef the 13k
flying bombs launched against England, 37 reached the London area; &7
were destroyed. About 18 percent of the bombs came from the Ostend aregl

The Bth Air Force dispatched 1,276 escorted heavy bombers against

enemy installations in the Leipzig area during 20 July. Targets attacked
ineluded three airplane engine works, three aircraft assembly plants, a
ball-bearing works, two synthetic oil plants and two airdromes. Twenty
(probably 21) German planes were destroyed for a loss of 19 bembers and .

nine fighters.

2. By noon of 20 July the XIX Corps of our First Ammy had outposts
on the Periers-St. Lo road where they were encountering heavy enemy
resistance. A reconnaissance group established ocutposts south of St. Lo.
On the British Second Army front the XX Corps pushed forward 500 yards in
the center of its sector towards Orbois and St. Vaast sur Seulles. The
Canadian II Corps, attacking east of the Orne, passed Fleury sur Ome,
captured Ifs, and pressed southward 1,500 yards between the two towns.
Farther east the Allied advance continued to the line Bras-Bourguebus-
Frenouville. The I Corpe was held up by strong enemy opposition northwest

and southwest of Troarn.
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MEDITERRANEAN

l. Tactical Air Force. operations during 19 July were restricted
by weather but medium and fighter bombers carried out several hundred
sorties in support of our ground operations. Coastal aircraft attacked
targets along the Dalmatian coast and the Italian Hiviera. Four of 22
eneny aireraft attempting interception during the day were destroyed.

Four hundred ninety dscorted 15th Air Force heavy bombers
attacked two airdromes and an aircraft factory in the Friedrichshafen
area on 20 July with 1,110 tons of explosives. HNineteen interceptor
aireraft of more than 100 encountered were destroyed; twelve B-2L's are

missing.

2. Torrential rains sericusly interfered with the forward movement
of the Allied Armies on the trans-Italian battle front during 19 July.
Our patrols cperated beyond the Arno., French Colonials reported gains
in the sector east of Certaldo of from one to four miles. Near the
Adriatic coast two bridgeheads were seized beyond the Esino HRiver in the
Chiaravalle area. On 20 July the advance was resumed.

ASIATIC THEATER

1. On the Salween front Chinese forces captured two peaks south
of Lungling after repulsing two Japanese counterattacks on 17 July.
In heavy fighting around Pingka other Chinese elements forced a Jap-
anese withdrawal to the southeast. The Sumprabum - Myitkyina

-
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road was cleared of the enemy to & point 23 miles northeast of Myitkyina
by 18 July. The Eastern Air Comand flew a total of 118 sorties this day
in support of our ground operations. Chinese units launched an attack
beyond the Irrawaddy scutheast of Myitkyina on 19 July; a heavy Japanese
attack northwest of Taungni was repulsed. On the Manipur froent the
British continued to advance slowly scuth of Ukhrul; other elements pushed

down the Tiddim Road ten miles south of Bishenpur to occupy Moirang.

2. Adverse weather hampered operations of the lLth Air Force during
19 July. A limited number of sorties were flown against river traffic in
the Tungting Lake district and against French Indo-China coastel shipping.

3. Ei:hﬂ Japanese are reported to be building two new air strips at

Changsha, which would indicate their intention to held the i.re‘a__.f'

PACTFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. In the Wewak area Japanese troops attacked our positions on the

Drinumor River on 19 July.

The night of 18-19 July, three B-2l's bombed Yap; two others
hit the Palau seaplane base and the Ngesebus runway. The next day &5
Allied aireraft harassed the enemy along the Wewak coast, Five B-2l's
bombed the Namlea airdrome and probably destroyed one of five enemy
interceptors. Seventeen Allied medium bombers operated over Timor, sinking
a 500-ton vessel, damaging a 1,500-ton freighter-transport, and burning a
small ship; five medium bombers hit Di114.

Solomons-based aircraft maintained their attacks against enemy
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installations on Bougainville, the north Gazelle Peninsula and New
Ireland during 18 July.

2. Central Pacific aircraft flew 232 sorties during 18 July dropping
75 tons of explosives on Ponape, Tarca and Wotje; three planes were lost
to weather., Twenty-five B-2l's bombed the Dublon Naval base at Truk the

next day with 62 tons; eight unaggressive Japanese planes were encountered.

3. During 18 and 19 July the bombardment of Guam by battleships,
destroyers and carrier-based planes was intgnsified; in 93L sorties a
total of 477 tons of bambs was dropped. Rota received BO tons of baombs

which practically demolished the town area. Three planes were lost during

these operations.

EASTERN FRONT

The Red Armies scored small gains south of Ostrov during 20 July.
Several towns were captured east of Dvinsk; the Soviets also cut the rail-
road running west from that town. East of Bialystck an average advance of
five miles was scored. & strong Red offensive pushed to within 26 miles
of Brest-Litovsk along the railroad running northwest from Kovel while
the Bug River was reached on a broad front. North and southeast of Lwow
the Soviet advance continued, their leading elements being five miles from

the city.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

1. Revised statistics for 8th Air Force operations during 18 July
indicate that 1,220 escorted B-17's and B-2l's dropped 3,075 tons of
explosives in support of ground operations in the Caen area and on
industrial and transportation targets in northern Cermany.

That afternoon and night 635 RAF aireraft dropped 2,775 tons on
railroad centers at Aulnoye and Vaire, launching sites in the Abbeville-
Amiens area, and synthetic oil plants near Cologne and Buer; 12 of these
bombers are missing. During additional night missions, 11k bomber, 2,
of which are missing, operated against a railroad junction at Hevigny.
RAF Mosquito bombers harassed Berlin and Cologne.

The Allied Expeditionary Air Force flew more than 3,900 sorties
during the 2l-hour period ending at sunrise on 19 July. Light bombers
and fighters attacked railway installations, an airfield and gun positions
behind the battle area and 318 medium bombers scatiered more than 630 tons
on tactical targets in the Caen area; 19 (probably 25) of some 55 enemy
aireraft encountered were destroyed for a loss of five bombers and 13
fighters. Eighty-five flying bombs were launched against England during
this period, 53 reaching the London area, Twenty-four were destroyed.

On 19 July the 8th Air Force dispatched 1,242 escorted heavy
bombers against airdromes and an aircraft assembly plant in the Augsburg
area, a chemical factory near Munich, rail yards at Saarbrucken and
Strasbourg, and ball-bearing works in the Schweinfurt area; 36 enemy
aircraft were destroyed on the ground and 17 shot down in aerial combat

for a loss of 18 bombers and six fighters.

I
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2. The US First Ammy continued to gain along the center of its
line during the 2l-hour period ending at noon 19 July. VIII Corps
troops captured la Varde south of the River Taute and two villages west
of the St. Gilles highway. On the British Second Army front the XXX Corps
advanced south towards Villers-Bocage throughout its sector without
cpposition, although Noyers on the extreme left flank was still strongly
held by the enemy. There was no change in the situation around Evrecy.
Armored and infantry units of the II Canadian and British VIII Corps,
feollowing up the break through at Caen early on the previous day, captured
Baubourg de Vaucelles and drove to positions approximately five and one-
half miles scutheast of the Orne against fierce enemy resistance along a
general line Bras-Soliers-Frenouville-Emieville. To the northeast British
I Corps units pushed to within 500 yards of Troarn and were patrolling

towmards Bures.

MEDITERRANEAN

—————— e,

1. During the 2l~hour period ending at 1800 on 18 July, weather
limited Tactical Air Force cperations to some LOO sorties against dock
installations &t Spezia and Fano, and lines of communication north of
the battle area. We lost three fighters during these cperatioms. Coastal
aireraft sank a 60-foot schooner off the Dalmatian coast; ome fighter was
lost.

The next day, LB2 escorted heavy bombers of the 15th Air Force
dropped 1,008 tons of bombs on the main railroad yards, an ordnance depot,

-
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an airdrome, industrial targets and an aircraft factory in the Munich
area, Seven of 20 enemy aircraft encountered were destroyed; 13 bambers

and five fighters are missing.

2, American forces entered Leghorn during the night of 18-19 July,
and by 0600 the town was reported in Allied hands. Following the capture
of the city, our troocps seized the hill masses overlocking the Arno and
reached the river on a broad front to the northeast. French Colonials
occupied Certaldo and reported gains of from two to six miles along the
front. Units on the west flank of the British Eighth Army occupied
Radda and Montevarchi. Italian troops in the Adriatic sector liberated
Santa Maria Nuova and advanced to the Esino northwest of that town. Polish

units reached the line of the Esino throughout their front.

ASTATIC THEATER

l. The Eastern Air Command flew more than 200 sorties over the Arakan,
Manipur and north Burma fronts on 17 July attacking river traffiec, troop

concentrations and communications.

2. Twenty-two B-2i's of the 1lith Air Force attacked Changsha with
observed effect on 17 July and medium bombers and fighters hit railroad
yards at Kaifeng, on the Yellow River front. Six B-25's and 12 P-LO'e
supported our ground operations west of the Salween with an attack on
enemy installations in the Tengchung area. The next day, China-based
fighters sank 25 river craft in the Canton area and raided a fuel dump at
Kangtsun on the Pinhan railroad north of the Yellow River; two (probably

-3 -
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gix) intercepting Japanese planes were shot down.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

l. Our troocps west of the Drinumor River (New Guinea) repulsed a
small enemy attack on the southern flank during the night of 17 July.
The next day, fighter bombers supported our ground forces in this area.

Medium and fighter bomber missions attacked enemy troops and
bridges west of Wewak and raided shipping off Kairiru Island on 18 July.
Nineteen B-2l's attacked Yap with 23 tens, causing large explosicns in
the town area., One (probably two) of seven enemy interceptors was
destroyed. Smaller heavy bomber missions attacked Woleai, Palau and
derol. In a sweep along the east coast of Halmahera Island four heavy
bombers sank a 2,000-ton freighter.

On 17 July, 37 Solomons-based aircraft attacked Bougainville
targets; Th Army and Navy bombers continued to pound antiaircraft installa-
tions and storage areas on the northern Gazelle Peninsula. Two medium

bombers raided Kavieng, while 2l fighter bombers raided other Hew Ireland

targets.

2. During 17 July, 96 Central Pacific bombers dropped 27 tons cn

Wotje, Mille and Taroa.
EASTEEN FRONT

Soviet forces launched a new offensivesiong a &0-mile front in the

Ostrov area with reported gains up to 20 miles during 19 July. To the

I
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south on the Bilalystok-Brest front, Red forces cut the railroad between
the two cities despite repeated German counterattacks. In the Lwow area
the Soviets scored average gains of ten miles and crossed the Bug River

on a broad front toward Rewa Ruska.
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EUROFEAN THEATER

1. The 8th Air Force attacks on 17 July against bridges and rail-
road yards were carried out by 76l escorted heavy bombers dropping an
aggregate boembload of 2,129 tons of explosives, Four bombers and a
fighter were lost.

More than 150 RAF bombers hit bomb-launching sites in Picardy
and fuel dumps at ﬂullmon on 17 July with 685 tons; one fighter was lost.
That night, Mosquito bombers again attacked Berlin with 20 two-ton bombas.
Early on 18 July, 1,056 RAF heavy bombers destroyed German strong points
east of the Orne, opposite Caen, in direct suppert of our ground cperaticns;
seven bombers were lost.

The Allied Expeditionary Air Force flew over 2,400 sorties during
the 2l-hour period ending at sunrise 18 July in support of our ground
operations. Twenty-three (probably 2L) enemy aircraft were destroyed for a
loss of 16 of our planes. Only 37 flying bombe were launched during this
period; 16 of them reached London and nine were destroyed.

The 8th Air Force dispatched nearly 1,400 escorted heavy bombers
on 1B July against tactical targets in the Caen area, the German flying
bomb experimental stations at Peenemunde and Zinnowits, the Kiel docks and
a synthetie oil plant at Heide; 21 of some 60 enemy airecraft encountered
over Peenemunde were destroyed. We lost six bombers and two fighters. No

air opposition was encountered over the Caen area.

2+ By midnight on 17 July units on the left flank of cur VIII Corps
had crossed the River Taute north of la Varde. VII Corps troops gained a
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mile and a half astride the Marigny road cutting the Perlers-St. Lo
highway and broadened their salient; they alsc scored slight gaina
towards St. Gilles. The XIX Corps reached St. Lo against heavy resis-
tance and after hard fighting captured the town on 18 July. On the
S8econd Army front the attack on Evrecy continued but heavy opposition
prevented any advance in this area. MAccording to late reports, after
heavy air bombardment of the areas opposite Caen, Allied troops broke

through enemy positicns east of the Orne and drove into open country.
MEDITERRANEAN

1. During the 2li~hour pericd ending at 1800 en 17 July mere than
1,000 medium bombers and fighters of the Tactical Air Force supported
our ground operaticns. Coastal aireraft set fire to a 120-foot vessel
in the Adriatic and attacked oil tanks, barracks and ahipya:l*dﬂ near Genoa.
The next day 173 escorted heavy bombers of the 15th Air Force
dropped LLS tons on an airdrome at Memmingen, a factory at Manzell and
a2 rallroad bridge in northern Italy. Of some 300 enemy aircraft encountered,
66 (probably 76) were destroyed; 18 bombers and four fighters are missing.
Three hundred and sixty-nine other heavy bombers, dispatched against targets
in southeast Cermany, were forced back by bad weather; but forty-three
escorting aircraft shot down 12 enemy aircraft for a loss of three fighters.

2. During 17 July American forces of the Fifth Amy in a general
advance captured Ponsacco; early on 18 July they entered Pontedera thus
reaching the Arno and cutting the Pisa-Florence highway. Other units

a0 -
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wera two miles from Leghorn. The Fremch Corps, maintaining contact

with the retiring enemy, pushed forward one mile in a loecal advance

north of San Gimignano. On the Eighth Army front British troops reached
Mentevarchl on the upper Arno and ocoupied Gaiole and Pergine. Indian
colums, repulsing an enemy counterattack south of Sansepolero, cleared
the west bank of the upper Tiber to within two miles of Citta di Castello.
In the Adriatic sector the Folish Corps launched a strong attack against
Ancona and by noon 18 July had captured the city and were close to the

Esino River opposite Chiaravalle.

ASIATIC THEATER

1. Heavy fighting continued in Myitkyina on 17 July while elements
of a British brigade which had been flown in made a six-mile advance along
the main railroad westward to Pidaung; strong patrols from Mogaung again
reached Myitkyina. British troops cccupied Laimanai six miles southwest
of Bishenpur and continued to advance southward om the Tiddim road.

2. During 15 and 16 July more than 300 medium bombers and fighters
of the Eastern Air Command supported our ground forces by attacking enemy
transportation, equipment and bridges on the India-Burma fronts.

3. On 16 July, 23 B-2L's of the 1Lth Air Force caused heavy damage in
Changsha; on the Yellew River front fighter bombers raided reilroad
installations at Sinyang.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. Our troops west of the Drinumor Hiver (New Guinea) stopped an
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enemy landing on the coast at Anamo and continued to reduce isoclated
anemy partiss during 17 July. Twenty-one medium and light bombers as
well as Naval craft harassed enemy troop concentrations in support of
our ground operations in the area while more than 50 fighter bombers
harassed the Wewsk area, Two squadrons of B-2lj's hit Manckwari; eight
othar B=2l's attacked Moeml while smaller heavy bomber missions hit
shipping at Scembawa and struck Yap, Palau, and Woleail, MNedium bombers
sank a lugger and a barge in Kaiboes Bay on the Vogelkop and attacked
shipping off Timor.

On 16 July, 119 Solomons-based aircraft continued their
neutralization of the Gagelle Peninsula. Medium and fighter bombers
struck Kavieng and communications on the east New Ireland coast. Other

fighter bombers attacked targets on Bougainville and Buka.

2. During 16 July, 16 B-2L's from the Central Pacific Area pounded
Truk while 37 Marine dive and fighter bombers attacked Wotje and Mille.
During 1l July, Navy patrol bombers attacked shipping in the Bonin Islands,
damaging a destroyver and two freighter-transports. Three enemy planes

were probably destroyed on the ground.

3. The bombardment of beach defenses on Guam and Tinian by Naval
surface units and aircraft was continued cn 16 and 17 July.

EASTERN FRONT

During 18 July, the Red Armies advanced to the old Latvian border
weat of Idritsa and Drissa. South of Bialystok they captured Oal novika

ey
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and pushed to within nine miles of Brest-Litovsk. North of Lwow, the
Reds broke through the Cerman defenses and reached the Bug Hiver north

of Sckal; they also captured Krasne, 28 miles east of Lwow,
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EUROFEAN THEATER

1. The Bth Air Force asttacks on industrial and transportation

targets in the Munich, Saarbrucken and Stuttgart areas on 16 July were
carried out by 98l escorted heavy bombers which dropped an aggregate
bembload of 2,536 tons. Two (probably five) enemy aircraft were destroyed
for a less of 15 bombers and three fighters.

Seventy RAF bombers attacked bomb-launching sites in Picardy and
a synthetic oil plant at Homberg with 187 tons during 16 July and that
night.

The Allied Expeditionary Air Force flew nearly 1,900 sorties
during the 2l-hour period ending at sunrise 17 July. Three (probably
four) of less than 20 enemy aircraft encountered were destroyed for a
loms of one of our planes. During this period 63 flying bombs were
launched of which 25 reached London, damage being caused in several cases
in the central area. BRevised statisties show that 3,710 of these missiles
have been launched to date. Of these 2,770 have reached the English coast,
1,38l have penetrated to London and 2,379 have been destroyed. Casualties
total 26,351.

S8ix hundred sixty-nine escorted heavy bombers of the Bth Air Force
operated against 15 bridges in a wide circle around Paris, the Belfort rail-
road yards and a supply dump for flying bombs on 17 July.

2. During the 2L-hour pericd ending at noon on 17 July, American First
Army unite made minor gains against heavy opposition north of Marigny and
northwest of St. Lo where 16 enemy tanks were destroyed. On the British
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Second Army front heavy fighting was reported near Noyers. Their XII
Corps, elaiming the destruction of 1l enemy tanks during 16 July,
contimied the attack on Evrecy that night; thick mist and enemy smoke

hampered progress in this area.
MEDITERRANEAN

l. On 15 July the Tactical Air Force flew more than 1,000 sorties;
over 200 medium bombers attacked railway bridges north of the Fo River,
and communications in the Turin-Milan area. Coastal aireraft raided
shipping along the west coast of Italy and in the Adriatic where they
sank two medium-gized vessels and wrecked a troop ferry in Sen) Harbor.
Two AMllied fighters were lost during the day.

That night, 86 Allied bombers dropped 196 tons on the Smederevo
(Yugoslavia) oil refinery; two bombers were lost. The next day, 162 B-2L's
of the 15th Adr Force dropped 420 tons on the Avignon rail yards and three
railroad bridzes at that city, Tarascon and Arles. Four enemy aircraft were

destroyed; seven of our bombers are missing.

2. During 16 July American units of the Fifth Army advanced one to
three miles in the area south of Pontedera which placed them within five
miles of the Arno. French Cclonials repulsed twe enemy counterattacks on
Poggibensi. Units on the west flank of the Eighth Army. captured intact a
bridge over the upper Arno northwest of Arezszo and pushed forward rapidly,
averaging gains of two miles along a breoad front. On the right of that
Army Indian patrole reported contact with the enemy at Scheggia. There
was no change in the situation along the Adriatic.
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ASIATIC THEATER

1, In northern Burma, Chinese troops continued to attack Ngusharawng,
17 miles southwest of Mogaung, on 16 July, pushed three miles southwest of
Pyindaw and were consclidating positions in Sumkrung after its capture the
previous day. Fighting continued in the Mylitlgrina area., British units on
the Manipur front continued to mop up Japanese stragglers south of Ukhrul
and east of the Thoubal River while other forces made gains west of
Bishenpur and advanced down the Tiddim Road to positions seven miles south

of that tomn.

2. Bad weather restricted Eastern Air Command cperations on 15 July

to a few sorties against Japanese communications and supply dumps.

3. Doring 15 July, 26 P-L0's of the lith Air Force attacked enemy
positions on the Salween front; six B-25's struck Mangshih and Lungling
respectively. Over the Yellow Hiver area, 13 medium and fighter bombers
damaged the railrcad yards at Hsuchang. Our airfields at Tanchuk and
Wachow were bombed by Japanese aircraft.

FACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. Enemy troops isolated west of the Drimumor River made several
attacks on Allied positions during 16 July; our artillery neutraliszed
enemy mortars and positions on the east bank of the river.

Delayed reports indicate that six B-25's sank a 1,500-ton
freighter-transport and two barges and damaged a 7,500-ton freighter
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of { Halmahera on 13 July; one B-25 was lost. During 16 July, L6 light
and fighter bombers attacked troop concentrations in the Wewak area and,
cooperating with Navy PT boats, sank two barges and cne motor boat off
the coast. Eighteen B-2l's attacked targets at Manokwari. Other alrcraft
hit waterfront targets at Kokas in MacCluer Culf, and set fire to two
L,000-ton freighters and destroyed three enemy planes at Macemere (Flores).
Twenty-two B-2li's attacked Yap, probably destroying one enemy plane. Other
B=2L's hit Woleal, Palau, Sorol, Ngulu and Tobi, and set fire to a 2,000-ton
freighter-transport off northeast Halmahera.

On 15 July, 116 Sclomons-based aircraft attacked Vunapope, Hapopo,
and Rsbaul on the Gazelle Peninsula; other aircraft hit Bougainville and

Hew Ireland targets.

2. The northern and southern beaches on Guam were reconnoitered
during 14 and 15 July against negligible opposition. During the same
period, Waval surface units and carrier-based alrcraft bombed buildings,
defensive installations and airfields on the island, destroying four enemy
aireraft on the ground; two Navy fighters were lost. On 16 July other Nawval
surface and air units damaged airfields and transportaticn on Rota; one
fighter was lost during this cperatiom.

Fifty Marine dive and fighter bombers dropped 16 tons on Tarca

and Wotje during 15 July.
EASTERN FRONT
West of Idritsa the Red Armies gained five miles aleng a l0-mile

front on 17 July. In the Dvinsk-Kaunas sector strong enemy counterattacks

ok
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held them to no gain. The Soviets deepened a bridgehead on the west

bank of the Niemen between Kaunas and Orodno, but failed to reduce

an enemy bridgehead on the east bank of the river. East of Bialystok

and Brast-Litovsk the Reds advanced ten miles cn a broad front, and at

one point northeast of Brest they thrust an armored spearhead to within
15 miles of the tomn. East of Lwow the Soviets committed larpe
concentrations of armored troops; the Germans made frequent counterattacks

and geanerally held their line.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

1. Additional reports for the night of 1lli=15 July indicate that
12l; RAF bombers dropped LEL tons of explosives on railrcad yards just
east of Paris. The next day and the following night, L8l RAF bombers
dropped 2,2L5 tons on the Nucourt supply dump for flying bomb operatiocnms,
railroad yards at Chalons-sur-Marne and Nevers, and bomb=launching sites
in Plcardy. Thirty-four Mosquito bombers hit Berlin with 27 tweo-ton
bombs during the night. One enemy aircraft was destroyed for the loss
ef 11 bombers and one fighter. RAF airplanes also sank or badly damaged
all five 3,000 to 5,000-ton freighters and four escorts of a convoy
southwest of Norway.

Bad weather caused heavy bomber missions of the Oth Air Force
to be cancelled cn 15 July.

The Allied Expeditionary Air Force flew 1,255 sorties during the
2l=hour pericd ending at sunrise 16 July. Four (probably five) of some
L5 enemy aireraft encountered were destroyed for a loss of seven of our
light aircraft and a trocp-carrier plane. Sixty-five flying bombs were
launched against England of which 27 penetrated to the greater Lenden
area; 17 were destroyed.

On 16 July the Bth Adir Force dispatched 1,070 escorted heavy
bembers against the main rail yards at Saarbrucken and Munich and alternate
targets in the Stuttgart area. There was no enemy air opposition; however,
12 of our bombers and three fighters are missing.

i

2. In the US First Amy sector the left of our VIII Corps crossed

w0y

i
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the Lozon River west of le Hommet d'Arthenay on 15 July, captured
Remilly sur-Lozcon and pushed to the south. Our VII Corps made scme
gains northwest of St. Lo. Heavy opposition was again encountered
northeast of St. Lo but our XIX Corps had reached peositicne on the
main highway some 2,500 yards east of the town by noon on 156 July.

On the British Second Army fromt, units of the XXX Corps gained almost
a mile in an attack in the area southeast of Tilly-sur-Seulles, while
XII Corps.troops, south of the Odon, reached the edge of Evrecy and
captured Esquay; the enemy counterattacked during the morning and heavy
fighting contlinued throughout the salient. In Caen, patrols from the

II Canadian Corps were fired on as they crossed the Orme.

3, Cumulative casualties of US Invasion forces to 7 July:
Killed Wounded Hianinﬁ Total
First Army 6,447 32,940 10,206 L9,593

MEDITERRANEAN

1. During the night of 1L-15 July, 80 Allied bombers attacked an
oil refinery at Brod; one bomber was lost. The next day, Tactical aircraft
flying more than 1,000 sorties attacked bridges in the Fo Valley and cther
targets north of the battle area. Coastel aircraft operated along the
Italian Riviera and harassed shipping and land transportation beyond the
Adriatic, Five enemy aircraft were destroyed for a lms of four fighters.



————
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On 16 July, 362 escorted heavy bombers of the 15th Air Foree
dropped 88l tons of explosives on an oil dump, marshalling yards, an
airdrome and an ailrcraft engine factory in the Vienna area. Thirty-
four (probably 56) enemy aireraft were destroyed; 16 of our bombers
and four fighters are missing. OUne hundred thirty-seven additional
P-tl's sweeping the area destroyed nine (probably ten) enemy aireraft

for the loss of one fighter.

2. By noon on 16 July the Fifth Army had advanced over the crest
and was moving down into the Arno valley along its entire front, registering
gains of from one to three miles; American forward units were within four
miles of Leghorn and six miles of the Amo. Several enemy counterattacks
were repulsed and our troops reported many demolitions as well as heavy
artillery and mortar fire. French Colonials repulsed a heavy counterattack
directed on Foggibonsli and oceupied Castellina. On the Eighth Army front
armored units captured Areszo and advanced more than a mile north of that
city. There was no significant change near the Adriatic; a counterattack

against the Allied positions northeast of Filottrano was repulsed.

ASIATIC THEATER

l. Chinese troops made an unsuccessful attack on Tengchung during
1l July suffering heavy casualties. Other Chinese troops continued to
push the enemy back toward Lungling and reached positions one mile east
and two miles south of the eity. The Japanese were forced to withdraw
west of Hsiangta.

2. During 1L July the Eastern Air Command flew nearly 100 sorties

-13-=

it




gL-§-G 'I013°7 (S0

FLILIRSYTIOIA




hr“:ﬂ.ﬂ.sﬂ'
vy L-ttn—' E:HE

ADMIRALTY IS

" — L
-4 g o orieny

i
% -
¢ .
Iy Rebasl g
@y %
g ¥
‘o
MHAMLEA / 4 anoe 18
soEnce | @,

-

'J_ffil'“lﬂlﬂ 15,

-~
LAUTE '
«— TIMOR -,
MR NEW GUINEA "
==
WiLE®



e

DECLASEIFIED
0SD Letter, 5-3-73

over the India-Burma fronts in support of our ground operaticns.

3. On 13 and 1 July the 1Lkth Air Force attacked enemy rail
installations and storage areas at Chenghsien and Sinsiang, on the
Yellow Hiver front, as well as river traffic and trocp concentrations
in the Tungting Lake-Hengyang sector. Four enemy aircraft were des-
troyed for the loss of one fighter. Following up the night attack
by heavy bombers (previously reported), llth Air Force fighters struck
the Pailuchi airdrome destroying an estimated 23 (probably 35) parked

enemy aircraft.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. Our troops along the Drinumor River, east of Aitape, again
repulsed Japanese attacks during the night of 14-15 July. Various
enemy parties were reported to be isclated west of the river. To the
southeast Japanese attacks in the Sepik Hiver area forced an Australian
patrol to withdraw, Our forces are still clearing the remnants of the
enemy from Noemfoor.

During 15 July, 98 Allied aircraft as well as Naval craft
supported our ground operations between Aitape and Wewak. Medium bombers
struck enemy camps at Korle Bay, Biak, gun positions west of Manckwari,
and small shipping in the Arce Islands off Timor. Twenty-nine B-2l's
attacked the Efman Island, 0ld Namlea and Lautem airdromes. Twenty=-cne
B-2li's hit Yap, shooting down five of 1l intercepting enemy aircraft;
three heavy bombers were lost. Other heavy bombers hit Sorol and Woleai.
The previous day 105 Solomons-based Allied planes continued their

“ e
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neutralization of the northern Gazelle Peninsula and other missions

again hit Kavieng and Bougainville targets.

2. HNine Tth Air Force B-2L's bombed Truk during 1k July. That
day and the following night, more than 300 Central Pacific aircraft

attacked Nauwru, Fonape, Taroca and Wotje.
EASTERN FRONT

Bed forces made a 20-mile advance in the area north of Idritsa.
Soviet troops captured a station 12 miles east of Kaunas on the Vilno—
Kgunas railroad, while south of Kesunas the Heds enlarged their bridge-
head on the west bank of the Niemen River. They alsc reached to within
L5 miles of Bialystok and Brest-Litovsk and ocoupied the city of Grodno,
thus placing themselves within LS miles of the east Prussian border. The
Red forces also continued to feel out the enemy defenses east of Lwow,

but were met by strong Cerman and Hungarian counter-thrusts.

WESTERN HEMISPHERE

On 20 July our forces in Iceland (Major General William S. Key)
will be relieved from the administrative jurisdiction of the Buropean
Theater of Operations and will be established as the Iceland Base
Command under the control of the Eastern Defense Command (Lieutenant
General Oeorge Grunert). In emergencies, however, the European Theater
will exercise tactical control of cur forces in Iceland.




.

z03(¥

WAR DEPARTMENT
DATLY OPERATIONAL SUMMARY
No. L3

0700 July 15 to 0700 July 16, 194k

g
3
[

|
|

[
=
o
=
g



44

42

@ﬁ,i)

% MONTRIDIER "L, N e 4
" L n .. l

] 5
“aobeville
o -
DIEPPE
v o
e
Paris
Cgannes ]

QBordeous

r ' r
i } . h)‘_l‘zv-\,,»DTnuu
- . -
L]
el
Ju e s ; ;
b N o
e W

TUI.IMIJII

CENTRAL EUROPE

W o 20 o 150 o

STATUTE MILES

2 0 ]
I . |

P & 8 6 LF EP
E | L 1 l.‘ * g ; =1
= / i
. o
A 0 ; : 54
—— L] G
. FEmd -, d L
b ; THramen . r e
’ -HANNCHI'EI Ogarlin B |
uulrlrdnm. 5 - ,llﬂ_
"-\h i % M I
. 7 |
oBrussels:  1Cologne y OLeipzig g 12|':}

PERONNE j - e Ny
Cop® :_. o Frankfurl ! -Liﬂrm:ut b \ —d 50

o ancy ¢ r:.)

Vienna B

MANTUA
—_—

T L) T
2 0 2

F4-ETLLIT-300

EXIJdI8SYT1oEd

P
e
s
A
p
2
L= ]
i"



DECLASSTPIED fhos imis e

08D Letter, 5-3-78

COTENTIN PENINSULA

1]

-—— -3 &

LINE 48 oF 14 JuLv.....
LINE AS OF 15 JULY

SECOND BR. ARMY
Yill CORPS




BECLAZATFIED
058D Letter, 5-3-78

EUROPEAN THEATER

1. Escorted bombers of the O8th Air Force attacked the Peronne and
Montdidier airfields northeast of Paris on 1L July with bombloads totalling
216 tons, The heavy bomber and fighter missions which dropped supplies to
the French resistance groups (reported yesterday) destroyed nine (probably
11) enemy aircraft. Ninety-four P-38's hit rail targets east of Paris
and destroyed two enemy planes; two P-38's were lost.

That day and the following night 130 RAF aircraft dropped L81 tons
of explosives on bomb-launching sites in Picardy and 135 RAF bombers hit
French rail centers; eight of the latter bombers failed to return, Medium
bombers dropped 70 tons on Hannover,.

The Allied Expeditionary Air Force flew nearly 1,600 sorties
during the 2l-hour period ending at sunrise on 15 July against railway
installations and cther targets in support of our ground operations. Of
some 75 enemy aircraft encountered, 27 (probably 28) were destroyed for a
loss of nine of our planes. The mmber of flying bambs continued to decrease;
59 were launched during this period, 15 of which reached London during the
daylight hours; another 15 fell in the Portsmouth-Southampton area.

2. In Normandy eur VIII Corps continued to advance throughout ita
sector and by noon en 15 July had reached the merth bank of the Ay opposite
Lessay; on its left flank other units reached the River Seves. All
divisions of our VII Corps mads slight advances, and our XIX Corps continued
its attack against St. Lo meeting heavy resistance. The situaticn on the
British Second Army front remained generally unchanged.
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By 1l July over one million tons of supplies, a quarter of a
million vehicles and nearly one million and a quarter men had been landed.

MEDITERRANEAN

1, During the night of 13-1l July Allied heavy bombers dropped
168 tons of bombs on rail yards at Milan. Our fighter aircraft swept
the Bucharest area shooting down two (probably three) enemy planes.
More than 1,100 Tactical aircraft destroyed four bridges in the Po Valley,
and attacked other targets in support of our ground operations; two of
some twenty enemy aircraft encountered were reported as probably destroyed
for a loss of three fighters. Coastal air missions sank three schooners
in the Adriatiec and harassed transportation in Yugoslavia.

On 15 July, 707 escorted heavy bombers of the 15th Air Force

dropped 1,516 tone of explosives on oil refineries in the Floesti area.
Six (probably nine) of some L5 ememy aireraft encountered were destroyed

for a less of 20 bombers and one fighter.

2. By 0600 15 July, American troops of the Fifth Ammy had made
general advances of from one to two miles and were six miles from Leghorn
and seven miles from the Arno at Fontedera. The French Corps reported a
general advance of about a mile, the Germans withdrawing slowly, harassing
the advance of the Colonials with artillery, demolitions and mines. New
Zealand units north of Lago Trasimenc advanced four miles; to the east
Oubbio and Fossato di Vico were occupied and Allied troops patrolled to
the north and east closing in on Fabriano.

3. During the night of 13-1l July and the next day, 20 Allied heavy
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and medium bombers attacked the Calato airfield and shipping at Fhodes.

ASTATIC THEATER

1. On 12 July, lith Air Force fighter bombers operating over the
French Indo-China coast sank one and damaged two 150-foot steamers,
destroyed or damaged ten barges, and hit other enemy transportation; one
plane was lost. On 13 July, B-25's supported Allied ground operaticns on
the Salween front, bombing Tengchung and Manshih; 16 B-2L's, attacking at
night, hit the Pailuchi airdrome in the Tungting Lake area.

2. During 13 July the Eastern Air Command flew more than 1L0 sorties
over the Manipur and north Burma fronts attacking bridges, villapes,

supply dumps, enemy transportation and stromg points.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. American units, moving forward in the presence of the heavy enemy
concentration in the Aitape area, occcupied the west bank of the Drimumor
River from the coast to a point four and one-half miles inland on 13 July;
two heavy cruisers, four destroyers and 63 light aircraft shelled and
bombed enemy gun positions, supply dumps and troop concentraticns opposite
them the next morning. In the Maffin Bay area Allied tanks.have been held
up by enemy minefields.

During 1 July night fighters attacked the Sagan, Moemi, Waren
and Manckwari airdromes. Seventy-five A-20's damaged oil storage tanks
at Boela, Ceram, and 13 B-2l's wrecked buildings and an ammunition cump
on Flores Island, Twenty-two B-2Li's dropped 31 tons on Yap and shot down

two (probably five) of 15 intercepting enemy fighters. Two enemy bombers
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were shot down, one in the Carolines and ancther near Halmahera.

On 13 July, 94 Sclomons-based aircraft struck targets on the
Cazelle Peninsula while small missions raided New Ireland targets at
Eavieng and Fangalawa Bay. WNedium bombers and fighters hit enemy

installations in the Buka Passage and in the Bougainville area.
EASTERN FRONT

West of Idritsa and northwest of Folotek the Soviets made slight
gains during 15 July. Between Dvinsk and Kaunas they reduced a German
salient and deepened a salient of their own. East of Grodno the Soviets
reached the Niemen River on a front of B85 miles, establishing several
bridgeheads on the west bank. Northeast of Brest-Litovek they made
minor gaine, while east of the town the Germans continued withdrawal
from the Pripet Marshes. A new large-scale Soviet offensive is reported

to have been launched in the Lutsk-Tarneopol sector.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

1. During EAF cperatlons against rail installations and enemy
bomb launching sites in France on the night of 12-13 July (previcusly
reported), bombloads totalling 2,390 tons were dropped; three enemy
aireraft were destroyed for a loss of 18 RAF bombers. The following
night eight RAF Mosquito bombers attacked oil plants and other targets
in the Homburg and Buer areas,.

Revised statistics for the 13 July attacks of the O%h Air
Force against marshalling yards at Saarbrucken, an aircraft engine
factory in Munich, and other targets indicate that 908 escorted heavy
bombers delivered 2,357 tons; 13 (probably 18) enemy aircraft were
destroyed for the loss of 16 bombers and five fighters.

The AEAF flew 1,165 sorties during the 2l-hour period ending
at sunrise 14 July, attacki