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'Jll8 GreenlAnd Base CCill"'lMd was placed urder the Can:JI4rd.ing l)>neral, 

Eastern Defense Comand on l September . 

1 . During J0 1.\lflU:Ot tho Allied Elq:>editionary Air Force flelf 531 

sorties in support of grourd units 1n Franco . loledium and light boobors 

dropped l4l tons or bombs on no de Cozolllbre and an a fuel d\l;llp near 

Dieppe . 

FlyiliJl bomb activity for tho 21. hours ending 0600, J1 August : 

0! 44 plotted, 21 mde landfall, two reached London, 16 nre destroyed . 

2 . FOnmrd Sup reM lleadquartera closed its present location on 

1 September and opened in France at Julouville (on Say of lolont St. 1Jichel, 

northWtls t of A\'ranches) . 

.3 . The attock or the lbird Arr:rf'• VIII Corps on Brost continued 

during Jl August. By noon, the XII Corps had r eQched St . !)izior and tho 

XX Corps md occupied P.e:l.:ns ard was within 17 mile• o!' Verdun. In the 

Firot Ar.ay sector the V u.nd XIX Corp• advanced )0 miles r eaching a general 

line CoJ:l!>iegM-cler:nont. Armored units of the British second A.rey crossed 

the Scame and occupied Udens . The Canadian First Army entered Rouon, 

Mlich 111\s found clear o! t he •"""'V, pw.hed 15 o1les north of that city to 

To tea, and secured addi tionol bridgeheads acr oao tho Seine in the Due l air 

end UlleboMe a.reaa . 

- l-

7 151 BLCISEI 



t...:LASSUIIB 
OlD Letur, 6-5-7~ 

4. Ao ot 02110, l Sept.e:u>er, the 2lat l.r6!1/ Ql'Oup will be doo1gnated 

tho Northern Group or Amioo under COIMI&IId ot Oeneral l!ont«<>CIIry, ancl 

the l2 th l.rllll/ Oroup will be deaigna ted tho Control Croup or Arauoa under 

cCliiiiOAild or Uouhn&Jlt o-ral Bradle;r; allo~nt or forces rmo.ino un­

chanpd . 'Ibeao two co=ondero will oo• under direct opo111tional c-..1 

of Supre• c-ndor Allled EXpodiUooary Force . 'D>e c-ndln~o: General, 

Co=unicationo zor.o, will continue un1or direct col!:::llilld of the theater 

eol!!n.-andor. 

l . On )0 J.ueut, 'l'&ct1cal .IJ.r Forco lil!hters tlow 284 lOOTtioo 

a!;Unst bridreo and roo.d and rail c......n1cat1ons north or t.M Itallan 

battle area; 111d 76 aartieo a;;a1nat raU linea 1n the IQon area 1n 

Franco . Sl.Xt;r-throe planes of tho l)llll<an Air Foroo attacked cun poaitions 

and oil tanka 1n Yueoslavia . 

On 31 August, J8 B-l?•s and )00 fi;htero ettackod an airfield 

near P.8£)l1n, .'i ... nio. Eleven """""plan., nro deatro,od in the air and 

ss "" tho vound. tor the loss ot fi'Vo !l.&htero. 

2 . ay noon or )0 .lugust the VI eo.,_ hod ccq>loted IIIOPPin& uv the 

r.:ontollr..ar-Uvron area and hed advanced to the line of tho P.hono aa tar 

north as Valonoo . To the north, the odvoneo on IQon continued with torward 

alo .. nta roaehinc J.:oxiJIIitux. t:lelllellta or the VI Corps were reported to 

have roached tho Yic1nity of St. Julien near tho Swiss bordor. OUr troopa 

aloo occupied liico and reached a .-coral ltno including that cH) t.z.S 

extendin:; north to !.nona. ';he Frtnch A!'ll)', contin~ their odnnoo ••at 

- 2 -
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or the Rhone against li~t opposition, pushed reconnaissance elementa 

toward Ala1s and L8 ~. The Coree moving """~ along the l.ledUerranean 

coast occupied Uontpellier and was approaching Narbonne . 

BY 060J or :n August the British El..;hth Arley had "'oved north 

of ~he Arno to the popp1-Consuma highway. There was no significant change 

on the remainder o! the front . 

ASIA TIC TliEA 'l'ER 

1 . During 2~ Ausust core thllll 30 strategic sorties were flown 

aceinst tarceta along the Ch1nlwin Ri\er in the i'8neral vicinity of 

Tiddim. About 20 tactical sorties ""re nown in the north Burma ere" 

principally in the vicinity of Bbamo. llext day there was limted air 

activity over the Arakan and central Burm& regions . 

2 . On 28 August the 14th Air Force flo" nearly SO sorties in support 

of Chinese ground oper ations principally in tho Hen('Yiitl(l area; six enemy 

aircraft were des~royed . ~ following day more than lOJ aort.ies nre 

llown by heavy and light bombers and fighters in the s81ne aroa; tarJ;C~tS 

included warehouses, barracks , river end road transport ; five anem;y 

planes were shot down . Ten hsavy bombers mined the Yangtze estuary. On 

tho Sal'lfl!en front, 15 fighter sorties were flown against anem;y positions 

• naar I.uneling. 

PACIFIC A!ID SOU'!lVYEST PACIFIC n!EATERS 

1. During 29 August 13 P-38•a dive bo1>bed the !lamlea (Boeroo) air­

Ciold . Next dey, JJ B-24' • dropped 44 tans of bocbs on Palau and 53 sorties 

~ ...__-~~---------- ---------------~~ 
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were !lol!Il aeainat the i.'ewak-Vogell<op-!.:acClucr Gulf area . seventeen 

medium bombers hH the aroa of the ~r and Aro<J Isla :xis , stx 

Uehters attacked shippino orr Ceram, three B-24's struck Dovao, and 

!:avy bombers oank two small tankers and scored o hit on a destroyer in 

:.!analo Boy (Celebes) . '!he previous day Solomons- based airorart !le.: 

over 200 sorties against On8m:f installations on Bouge.inville, !lew 

Britain and :;mr Iroland . 

2 , Durl.Jlt tho niftt t o! 2~9 AU&Ust, seven heavy bo::tbers droi1>ed 

ll tons o! bombs on Iwo Ji!:ln airfield, and MXt doy 21 B-2t, ' s dropped 

53 tons on '1'1'\llt; Ponape, Taroa, and llille nre attacked , and 16 fighters 

:nacbino-gunned antiaircraft positions on Paean Island . 

EkS'l'ER!! F'l!Ol• T 

Uorth of Tartu Ger:Jans forcod w1 thdrawal of advanced Soviet ele,.,nts 

on 31 August, !lortheast of r.arsaw Soviets, in !ace of repoo.ted Oer:nan 

counterattacks, made minor ;;&ins . T>I'O SloW1ldan divisions, llhich ore I 
roportod to have joined the revolt against the German-supported Slovakian 

Oovernment , are fighting thoir way toward the Dukla Pass , in order to 

join the RIOd A-rmy north of the pass . Red Army units, overco::ting Connan 

resistance north of Bucharest, occupied t.'>e city and are fanning out to 

the •est and south~'Ost . Other elements were advancill!l 11'0st a:xl south 

from Constanta, averaBill!l a gain of twenty- five oil.es . 

-4 -
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1 . During tbe n1ght or 27-28 Auaust, RAF batbers dropped 533 ton• 

or oxplosives on bo:nb-l.aunchins aitoo in the Pao de Calais area and 109 

tons on Brest; 27 bocbers atrucl< aun positions on lle de Cetombre ott 

St. ll&lo. Next nisht 60 bocbers raided Euen and various other tara eta 

in Clel'IIAey. Holland and 9el&i1D and l&id su aines orr La Pallice . 

!M-J.ni the nisht or 29-30 A..,.at, hOI. heavy baobers attacked Stet tin 

while 189 hit KoniS•ber&; 38 are aisoing . Over 90 ba:ber sorties 

attacl<ed Gen:oan cities and laid oea aine• in ~he Baltic. Two hundred 

aireratt. JPade diversionary sweeps and supported banber missions . 

Flying bomb activity !or 2h hours onding 0600, 30 August: Or 

153 plotted, 6J ""'do lanc!!all, 19 reachod London and 6L were dsst royed . 

During the 24- hour period endina at 2100, 29 August, the Allied 

Expeditionary Air Foree !lew 1,163 oorties in support of our &round 

operations in northern France . 

Ob JO ""&u•t the 8th Air Foree dispatched aore than JOO escorted 

l'lea.,. bocbers against elsht bcab-l&unchJ.ni eitee 1n the Pas de Ca1&1e , A 

eecond lliasion of s011e 600 banbera, .. cortad b7 &;lproxiaately 300 tightera, 

wao airborne to at tack Kill and Breen. !fo planes were loot . 

2. D.lring 30 August, our 'third Army forces continued the attack on 

Brost . To the oaat, col~n• ot the XII and XX Corps liberated Chalone, 

- l -
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reached P.el.ms and pushed on to the Aione north ot the latter city. In 

the First Arley sector our VII Corps thrust beyond Soiasons to tho Laon 

area whoro forward units were reported JJ miles from tho Belgian border • 

• U> attack by the Briti ah Second Amy gained 45 miles, capturing Beawais 

and Oournay and reaching to within 20 miles of Amiena . The Ca.nadian 

First ~ expanded its sector of the bridgehead over the Saine with 

forward unita roportod operating eight miles northeast o! Rouen . 

1. 8y neon or 29 August the VI Corps had occupied l.!ontollmar and 

Li vron to the north; the enemy pocket to tho east of J.tontelioo.r \1as 

being reduced. The French Army B extended i t s advance west of the Rhone 

to St. Gilles, Uzes and Bagnols, with olecenta reconnoitering to Yontpellier 

and Narbonne . Our units in the Nice area report the major portion of the 

west bank of the Var cleared of tho enomy. 

2 . Up to noon of 30 August there had been no ch3IJ&e on the Fifth 

Army battle line west ot Florence . In tho Pcntassieve area aJ.i&ht gains 

wore made at sovoral points . In the upper Arno Valley Indian troops of 

tho Briti sh Ell!hth ArniY advanced four milos along a t en-milo front west 

of Bibbiena. In the Apennine and Adriatic sectors the Allied drive 

continued; Yercatello was occupied, Urbania reported elearod of the 

enell\Y and forward units, reaching the Foglia River, established bridge­

heads on the north bank. Units pushing into Pesaro raportod fighting 

still i n progress in tho town . 

- 2 -
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3. lliring 29 August, 105 medium ba:~bers or the Tactical Air 

Force attacked raUroac:l bridges in northern Italy. One hunclrsd and 

thirty-seven light and medium bombers attacked targets in the Oot~ie 

Line and 509 fighters and fighter bombers attacked targets in the 

Italian battle area and to the north . Seventy- two P-47 ' • attacked 

motor transport in southern France. 

On 30 August, 196 heavy bombers , escorted by 172 fighters , 

dropped 269 tons of bO!:lbs on raUroad bridges and airdromes in Yugoslavia . 

C Twelve enemy aircra!t were dest rc;:ued; our losses wero one bcmber and 

f ight er . 

ASIATIC Tlmo\TER 

1 . During 28 August, 23 f"ighter sorties were made by the 14th Air 

Force in support of Chinese ground operations near Icbang . 

2 . Late r eports indicate that soce 80 additional sorti es against 

targets in northern Burma were flown on 27 August by the &stern Air 

CCD and. Next day over 120 sorties were !lown to strike Chindwin River 

traffic, QOtor transportati on near TiddiQ, and troop concontrations in 

t be Kabaw Valley. 

3. In the lo!anipur oren the Briti sh advanced three ..Uea down the 

Ticlcl1m P.oad without opposition during 29 Auguet . There wee no reported 

change in other sectors o! northern Burma. 

PACIFI C AND SOUT!I\'IEST PACIFIC THllA 1ERS 

1. During 29 August, 95' tightars and 01ediun bQllber a s t ruck target• 

- 3 -
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h-om Wowok oround the Vogelkop Peninsula to llacCluer Gulf; J8 pianeo o! 

the same type aa.nk nino coastal craft ot! Cor am and bCIIIIbed Amboina 

installations. On Halmahera, J9 B-24 ' s dropped .$1 tone at llaailo Bay 

and 2J B-2S's attackad Kaoo town . A patrol Navy bo"bor hit a 71000-

ton h'oighter off tho Celebes; a B- 24 destr~ed two soall vessels off 

Mindanao; another B-24 struck a bivouac area on Ticor, and eight B-2, 's 

sank three Slllill vessels oft the Ks1 and Tan1cbor Islands . The previOus 

ciao' Sol0111ons-basod aircraft flow 183 sorties over Bougainvillo , !low 

(: Britain and llow Ireland attacking strategic inatillationo and bridges . 

2 . During tho night of 27- 28 August, a B-24 haras sed Iwo Jima; next 

ciao' lJ B-24 • s dropped 18 tons on tbe slllliO target . Small missions of heavies 

struck Pagan and Yap and dive and tighter bombers attacked Alaoagan, t.!llle, 

Pa&an and Wotje . 

l!ASTER!I F!DliT 

On JO August Soviet forces repulsed attacks north or Tortu and 

west of Ootrow on the ' northern h'ont . In Ra:lania 116d Arm'.( mobile col umns 

advanced JS miles, took Ploeoti, Md at one point are within 17 lllilos of 

Bucharest , which ie being hold by h'iendly RooDnian forcoe . 

- 4 -
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1 . During the 24- hour period encl.in& at 2100, 28 August, the 

!l.liod Expeditian&ry Air Force n.,. l , 740 sorties in eupport o! 

ground operations in Franca . 

Adverse weather conditione \'!lain limited operations of the 

8th Air Force during 29 August. Approximately 200 fighters operated 

against targets in eastern France end BUgium, claiming 20 enemy air­

craft as destra,yed on the ground. Three of our fighters wore lost . 

Flying banb activity for the 24- hour period ending 0600 hours, 

29 August : of lOS' plott ed, 38 made l:mdfall , four reached Lon den area 

and 70 were destroyed. 

2 . In the Third Arr:!y sector the VIII Corps continued the attack 

on Brest thrOUgh 29 August . The xn Corps crossed the l!arne south of 

Chalone and reached the outsld.rts of that city. Forward units of the 

XX Corps gained to within two mUes of Epernay and 12 mUes of Reims. 

) In tho First ~ sector aroored units advanced to Soissone and estab­

lished a ?ridgehoad beyond the Ai sne south of Laon. Our XIX Corpe, 

taking over the sector of the XV Corps, extended the Uantes bridgehead 

against light resistance . In tho British and Canadian zones sane forward 

elements reached the line of the Rouen-Pontoise road; 01inor gains were 

reported south of the lower Seine in the region north and east of Pont 

Audemer. 

By 29 August t bo 2, 000, 000th Allied ooldier wao landed in 

northern France. 

- 1 -





DICLA6SIPID 
OSD Lotter, 6· !·71 

u 
}( eovs 

·---



)I(EI)ITERfWlEA.N 

DXCLASSf?tllll 
OSD Lotter, ti-3-72 

• 

l. IN.ring the night o! 27-28 August, &:J bolllbers o! the lSth Air 

Foree hit troop concentrations near Pesaro, J.!ore than &:J lieht and 

tighter bombers !le~ armed reconnaissance missions over northern Italy. 

Next day more than 400 sorties wer e tlown by planes o! the Tactical Air 

Force attacking shipping at Imperia and Savona hstbors and othsr targets 

in northern Italy and southern France . 

On 29 August, S99 escorted heavy bombers , in eight strikes, 

( ) dropped 1 , 330 tons of b01:1ba on two oil refineries in Silosia and rail­

road yards and bridges in Yugoslavi a , Hungary and northern Italy , Forty 

to SO enemy aircraft were encountered in the Silesi an area of which nine 

were shot cloml. Sevent een bombers and three fighters are missing . 

2. By noon o! 28 August there remained only a five-mile gap betneen 

forward unit s of the VI Corps in tho llontel.imar area . Beyond Cannes our 

troops have crossed the Var River , captured Venee and Cagnes, and occupi ed 

the high ground near La Roquette . The French n Corps crossed the Rhone 

and at last repOrts was approaching Ramoulins and Nimes . 

J , Fifth Aney unite reparted minor gains east of norence during 

29 August , In tbe upper Arne Valley Indian troops of the British Eighth 

Aney occupied Bibbi ena . In the Apennines and Adriatic seaters Allied 

columno continued the advance tor."ard the Gothic Line on a broad front 

securing all the high gr ound south of the river Foglia after sti! ! 

! !3hting. tTrbino and llonteciooardo were occupied. 

- 2 -
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1n the l!ogaung area Pinbmr was oooupied by Allied forces Trithout 

opposition on 28 August . 

PACIFIC AND SOUT!IREST PACIFIC THEATERS 

l . Durine 27 August, Solomons- based aircraft new 221 sorties 

against airfields and installations on Bougainville, !IIlli' Britain and 

New Ireland. l/ext dsy JO B-24 's dropped SO tons of banbs on atratagio 

targets in the Palau Islands with a loss of one bomber; 117 sorties were 

fl.Ol!Il against objectives in the araas around Wewak, l.lD.cCluer OUlf, and 

Ka1mana; 62 B- 24' s and 27 P-38 ' s dropped 189 tons of bombs on Ambon and 

left a freighter transport burninS . Air patrols attacked shipping off 

Coram and llilli (Timor), llhile Kau (Helmaheras) and Davao (Philippines) 

were hit by small formations of heavy bombers . 

2. On 26 August dive and fighter bombers attacked llilla and 

llaloelap, (lolarshalls) ; Nauru (GUberts) wae hit by Navy mediums . tlext 

day dive and fighter banbers struck llille , sod Pagan and Al&lagan in 

the lls.rianas; llauru was again attacked by mediums . 

In the north Rusaisn forces shortened the front botnen Valla and 

Oulbone in a 15-rnUe adviUlce during 29 August . In Ra.ania Scme t columns 

moved 20 mUes further toward Bucharest, taking Buzau and pushing south­

west from Galati. Other units crossed the Danube and advanced 24 t:liles 

on a broad front toward>~ Constsnta, which was captured in a Soviet !laval 

operation . 
-3 -
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on 27 Auguot !our Navy bombers attacked ohipping in tho KurUeo . 

1 . ~ina tha 2h-bour period endini at 2100, 27 .Augut, the Allied 

Expeditionuy Air Force new 2,166 oortieo in oupport of our cround 

operatione in France; included in theee operations was an attack by 223 

n:edilml and l ieht balbero against troop concentrations and brldgoe 1n tho 

Rauen area. Nineteen enemy airoral't. wore destroyed for a looo ot oix of 

our p4noo. 

RAP balbero ·attacked an oil p4nt at l!aoburg with IlLS tone ot 

!>=be, ehippl.nj, in Brest Harbor with lhl tons , o.nd a suppq sUa north 

of Boulogno with 8$3 tons . That nieht 27 llosquitoea raided llannheia and 

102 other bambtro carried out patrola and divoroionary sr.eepo . 

Durina 8th Air Force operations tor 27 August 188 heavy bambere 

attacked tarsete 1n Ge""""'Y and Demark with 472 tons of ba:lbs; )16 fighter 

balbera attacked rail targets in eutern France and ....tom Germo.ny, clea­

troying lh en..,. ai.rcraft with a loll or ar.e . 

Weather precluded operationa bJ' h&&"IJ' baobera ot tho 8th Air 

Force ch.lrinc 28 Alliust. However, 6o4 fichtoro attacked rail and road 

tranepor t 1n .. otorn France destrayJ.ns 22 anOJQY planes; 19 of our fichters 

are •ioainc. That evening 2h0 tigbtera to<lk ott on sailar 11iuiono. 

On 27 Auguot at about 06.)0 the 8'*7 reiiV:Iad 1'lyinc baob 

activit,. tor appraxiaatalJ one hour and a halt. Ot 33 plotted, 23 uda 

landfall, oix reachocl Lcodon and 2S wore deotroyed . An office at a US 
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camp waa among the buildings deotroyed . 

2, The Third Ann,y• e attack on Brest 1¥&8 continuing to gain 

ground at noon, 28 August , To the east additional American infantry 

colUlDIUI had crossed tho Seine in tho XII and XX Corps soc tors, and an 

amored tbruot reached llontmirail . On our First Amy front, VII Corps 

amor advanced 43 miles against l ight but stubborn resistance and crossed 

the V.arne, pushing to ll'ithin five miles of Chateau-Thierry and driving 

more than 1$ miles north of l!eaux. Infantry troops crossed the Seine 

and were !olloll'ing the arn:ored spearhead . In tho V Corps sector moppirla 

up continued around .Paris as the advance continued northeast of the city. 

The bridgehead at llantes, in our XV Corps sector, .,... enlarged against 

stiff resistance , On tho Britiah-canadisn front bridging of the Seine 

continued near Vernon, Louviers and Elbeuf as Allied troops again reported 

general advances and mopping up operations in the area south of the river. 

l . Our troops north of llontelimar str•llithoned t heir positions . 

By noon on 27 August VI Corps troops had advanced frao the Avigncn area 

clearing tho 00811\Y from esst of the Rhone as far north as Don•ore , and 

reducing tho gap sepnrating our two col= at the river to approximately 

10 by 2$ miles . Other elements puohing northwest fran Grenoble reached 

Bourgoin, 22 miles southeast ot Lyon . In the Cannes sector our troops 

advancing toward tho Var encountered stronc opposition south<est of 

Cagoos; American patrols were r oported east of the river. In the Briancon 

- 2 -•n emqp 
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area, reconnniaaance elements were probing eoutheaat to the Tinea River . 

The garrioons at lo:arseille and Toulon both surrendered unconditionally 

on 28 August, bringing the Allied bag of prieonero to more than 47, 000. 

2. During the night or 26-27 August, 68 light b<lmbers attacked 

motor transport :l.n tne Po Valley, raUroad yardo "t Forli, lJodena and 

Ravenna, and swept the area baek of the battlel:l.nes . The following day 

189 medium bombers attecked gun positions on Ratonneau Island (near 

llaroeille); oCGe 400 fighter• and light and medium b<lmbers, :l.n various 

missions, supported ground operations :l.n the battle area, swept roado 

and coastal shipping in northern Italy, set fire to a 7, 000- ton vessel 

:l.n ~poria Harbor, attacked defense positions in the Gothic Line and 

hit a tunnel entrance on the Piet oia-Lucca l:l.no . ~lore than 100 fighters 

carried out offensive patr ols and reconnaissance . 

On 28 August, a f orce of 574 escorted bO!llbers droppod 1 , 350 tons 

or bOClbs on oU refineries west or Vi enna and :1.n Hungary and on marshalling 

yarde and railroad bridges in northern Italy and Hungaryt No &nOJl\Y air-

craft were encountered; three bombers and three fighters arc missing . 

3. On 28 August there were oharp patrol skirmishes along the Arno 

in the Firth J.J:rJ(y sect or west or norence . By noon, minor gains had been 

scored nortn of Florence and in!antry and armored columns advanced approxi­

mately two miles north and east of Pontassi ave where cont act was maintained 

with the en~. In t he X Corps sector of tho British Eighth Army patrols 

probed to the nort h on eitner •ide or the Tiber without contact . In the 

V Corps sector rapid advances up to four miles were made, patrols reaching 

- 3 -........ 
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the outaldrta o! Urbino. On the ricllt ot tb1.o ooctor forward troopa 

att&ck1Jia llontegaudio Mt atJ.!t oppoa1t1on. In the Canadian I and 

Pollih n Corpa sectors aouth or l'wHro aener&J. advancee were ~~&de to the 

line o! the Arzilla River . En""'Y troops ware reported hol ding tho hi&h 

ground north o! the river and all croasl..nis wero under 111ort&r M d III&Chins 

gun tire . 

ASIATIC 'l'l!!lATER 

1. On 2$, 26 and 27 Aucuat nearl1 200 fighters and bcabera ot the 

14th Air Force new ~ a11t1ons aceinat doc:ko, river ohippin&, troop 

concantratioll5 and railroac!e in the eeMral area !rca Changaha to Canton 

with the loss ot one pl<Ute . 

2. On 27 August the Eaatern Air Camoand now nearly 100 sorties 

in supj>ort o! ground operation• in amn&, concentrat l..ni on bridgea in 

tho Kale"" area and on tactical tsrget e in western Burma. 

PACIFIC A1!D SOtmi'JEST PACIFIC THEATX!IS 

1 . ~l..ni 26 ...,.,..t, two B- 2U' a b<abed Davao toom. Sol.amona-baeed 

&ircran new 208 sorties o .. r Bouaa1mr1lle, ~>- Britain and Nn Ireland. 

~ext day 72 aortiee were noom againa1. targets !1'0!1 lrO'IIlll< to and around 

the Vogelkop Peninaul&. Slaall recOtll\IJ.gance a1ae1ons attacked Palau and 

ahippl..ni ot! the Celebes . En110y oanaltioe and Japanese priaonere wore 

reported to c!eto aa follow• 

- L -
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!l!!J! 
Jh6 

l , 68h 
h, 8ho 
3, 066 
3, 79¢ 
8,S87 

Total 23,llJ 

.. , 
Prisoner a 

h7 
171 
272 
Sl 

666 
127 

1,33h 

2 . On 2S Aucuot., 29 B-2h'a dropped 6h tona or boo:.bo on Truk . 

Eighty-six fiihtar and dive banbera dropped 32 tone or ineendiarieo 

( 
1 

on a bullt-up area on IDle; 20 fighter bombers hit targets on lrotJe . 

On 26 Ausuat, eleven B-2S'a boo:.bed Pon.ape . 

On 27 Aucuet one B-2l bombed Yap airfield and ai.x !l&vy planes 

raided Wo1ea1. 

Soviet unita captured t he railroad Junction or Gulbene on tho 

northern tront durin& 28 Aucust, thus ahortenl.nt their front 1n this 

area. To the aouth Ootrow fell to the Red Arrq. In Rauania a Soviet 

spearhead to<* ar.t.e. other Soviet unite broadened the RcmicW. S&rat 

salient to include Tudor 'lladimireaeu. 
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Z.U.ly on 27 August two B- 2$ ' a sank an en""')' picket boat eaot ot 

Paramushiro and threo B-2L ' s attacl<od supplies and shipping at <lnokotan . 

EIIROP!WI THEATBR 

1. Our Third Arey ' s VIII Corps, supported by naval and air unite, 

attacked Brost during tho 2L- hour period ending at noon, 27 August; at 

laot report foMI'!ll'd troops wore m.aking slow but steaey progress qainst 

heavy opposition. To the east tho m Corps liberated 'l'royes and con­

tinued tho advance east . XX Corps infantry and armor, attacking to the 

northea.st, r eached the Ra:U.lly and Prov1ns areas. On our First .!.r:ny 

front advanced ele:onts of tho VII Corps reportedly reached tho Uarna 

at l€eaux and La Ferte-$ous-Jouarre . ( I t was at La Ferte- sous- Jouarre 

that our First Army was organized on 10 August 1918) • . llotropolitan Poria 

and its southwest outskirts were cle.ar of the enemy; our patrols reached 

Le Bourget . Allied armor and infantry continuadto clear p<ockots of 

resistance wast or the SeiDe . Quo Xll Corps was relieved by the Second 

British and Canadian Armies and was moving to tho US sector . On tho 

Bri tioh-Canadian f ront the br idgehead at Vernon wns strengthened. To 

tho nort h, frCIII the vicinity out ot Elbeuf whore tho Seine " U bridged 

at se•eral points, to Pont Auderner, general Advances were lllade again.st 

strong opposi tion . 

2 . In their miasions during t ho night ot 2$- 26 AU~~ust RAF bombers 

dropped 1 , 622 tons of explosives on Rusaelahaim, 1 , 246 tons on Brest, 

- 1 -,........_ 
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and 61.J tona on Damstadt . The following ni&ht :382 !!AF b<nbers, 17 

of which ue .Using, at~cl<ed Kiol, 174 bit Konigsberg and J4 lolooquito., 

at~eked Ha:nburg and Berlin. In the B&ltie orr !Ciel ""d al<m& the , .. t 

cooot of Franca Jl bcabera laid sea •inee; 1$6 others carried out l>Qmber 

oupport patro1o and diversionary owoopo . 

During the 24-hour period onding at 2100 , 26 August, tho Allied 

SXpeditionary Air Foree n.,... .),127 oortiea in aupport o! our ground 

oper ations 1n northern Franco . Some 1.)0 •lllliiY aircraft operated eW-ing 

the period; 17 were deoti"O)'ed in tho air and on ~he ground tor a loll of 

2h of our planes . Additional report.o of enao,y air actiYity duri.n;l the 

prertous day r«Yeal that 16.) eneii;J' aircraft not previoualy reported were 

encountered over France; 64 (probably 92) were destroyed 1n tho air and 

on the ground. 

6th Air Force reports tor 27 August state that adverse weather 

forced the greater part of a heavy roree or more than 1 , 200 escorted 

bombers to abandon their miee1on againet ~rgete in cent ral Oena&JV. A 

eull force bit targets of opportwdt:; in the Kiel-ll'ilholmahaven area . 

Fl71n& borab actiYity "'' very ltcht; four which •are plot tad 

about Ol.)O, 27 August, were tha !irot in 41 hours . Only two made landfall 

and neither reached Landon . 

1 . By nightfall ot 26 Auguot the Genoan attack on our road block 

near Wontel imar had not been able to force our troops out of position; 

the American oolUI:llls advancing to at tack tho Germans in tlenk and roar 

- 2 --. .. - - -
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were movina northwest on Oran;:e DJld bad pushed reconnaissance W>i ts 

to Vaison and llollons without contact . ~hor American eollttlno 

oceupiod Le Sour£, roconcoiterod north and northeast of Grenoble and 

adv<lllcod alcnr the eastern sector o! the bri~ohead to the Var River. 

The Fronch n Corpo ccapleted the c&ptW'o ot Toulon and continued to 

r educe pocketo of ""siotance in llanoUlo. 

Aa o! llidniaht 22- 23 Auguat caauel.Uoa nre as tollowo: 

KUlcd or lliaoins lfOW>dod 

A:nariean l,)LO ~ .404 

British lS6 l4l 

r-r.nch __m_ ~ 
1,749 s.sw 

Unconfin:>od reports list .)6,000 prlaoners of war; 6,000 GnOIII,Y 

dead had been cOW>tod as of 1800 on 26 Auguat . 

2. On the night of 2$-26 AU{lWit tho Sighth Amy launched a pnoral 

attack in ita Adriatic oeetor; in!antey eol\IMs roached Fenaignano, Isola 

del Piano, ltoabaroocio and Fano attar advances of !rem three to oio Jlilea. 

Du.r1nc tho 48-hour period endine at noon en 27 Au,.-uat thoro wro 

no s1an1f1cant chances en the Fittb .t.r'll)' battletront we at or Florence . 

To the east British &nDored eolucne , attar advaneillg sio mllea alona 

the main hiahn7 .. at ot Pontaaeieve, wero hold up by enancy artUlory 

tire and d•olitione . In the Eiaht h ArltJ •one soverlll towns were oceuplad 

and llinor cains oeorod in the upper Arno and Tiber Vallo;ra . 

) . ~rine tho niaht ot 2$-26 A..,..at, 68 booobera or t.he lloditerranoan 

- ) -
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Allied Air Force dropped 205 tons of bombs on the raUroad yar<la 

and canal tal'lllinuB at Ravenna . Sixty-six Ught and fighter banbers 

new &n:~ed reconnaissance missions over northern Italy and southern 

France. The following de¥ 824 Tactical Air Force ba.bers and f ighters 

supported ground operations in both areas . Tho Coastal Air Force 

attacked targets on the Adrietic and in the Gulf of Genoa and the 

Blllkan Air Force new 62 snrties on &'lll!Ops over . YU3oslavia . Four 

fighters are missing from those missions . 

On 27 August 5'5J escorted heavy bClmbers of the IJediterronean 

Allied Air Force dropped ClOre than 1,200 tons of bombs on bridges and 

viaducts in northern Italy and Yugoslavia as well as on the oU refine ries 

at Blechham:nor (east Germany) . Eleven bClmbers are <:dosing . No en010y 

aircraft were seen. 

ASIATIC TREATER 

1 . Weather limited air operations in the Hengyang area during 

24 August to 39 tactical sorties . Thet night five B-24 ' s sank a 20Q­

toot ship and a smaller one in the Gulf of Tongking, and bombed the 

dock area at Amoy. The next dey a ..,all 10ieeion of fighters attacked 

tho Luichcnr Peninsula wbile three 8-24' s hit the Kcnrloon docks and 

continued the raide against shipping in the South Cbina sea . 

2 . Air opsrations over Burma during 25 and 26 August consisted of 

6o tactical aortiea . 

PACIFIC AND SOUTK.'IEST PACIFIC TlfEATE!lS 

1 . During 25 Auaust 23h sorties were flown b;y Solanons-based airoraf't 

- h -- - ---- -
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over Bougainville, New Ireland and New Bl-itain; antiairora.L't defenses 

and otner targets at !!abaul. were heavily attecked. During 26 August 

3S B-2u ' s hit Koror town (Palau) and destroyed tnree grounded planes . 

Eighty- four fighters and lig}lt b<lmbers made five strikes at various 

points on the New Guinea coastline from Wewak around tho Vogelkop 

Peninsula . tlineteen other sorties ware nmm by Iightel's and baubers 

against targets on northern !!almohera and shipping in the Gul.f or llavao; 

seven bmbers in smaller missions attacked targets among tho islands nst 

and southwest of !lew Guinea. 

2 , On 2$ August, Iarine f ighters hit IJ1lle and JJ medium bombers 

struck Nauru; Woleai and Yap in the Carolines ware also raided. llineteon 

Army B-24 ' s dropped 47 tone on Iwo Jims (Volcano Islands) , shootine d01m 

three Japanese fighters, Thirty-one sorti es were fiOflll by P-1.7 ' s againot 

Pagan and Agijuan (llarianD.S) . 

EASTERN F~NT 

Ill the nort h Soviet forces &rl'ived within ton miles of Valka on 

27 August , Ill Bessarabia the Red Armies made small advances southwest 

of Bacau and drove as far as Ramnicul....Sarat along the railroad fran 

Adjuded toward Ploesti nnd Bucha,..st . Other Sovist forces took Galati 

from the oorth and mopped up the east bank of the Prut as far as the 

Danube Delte. 

- s -
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l . During the 2b-hours ending at 2100 , 2$ August, the Allied 

lil<peditionary Air }'orce !lew ) ,457 sortioa in support of our groW\d 

operations over a wide area from northeastern France to Brest, whore 

2)8 medium and light bombers dropped J40 t ons on one"'T strong points . 

Thirty of sooe 45" enemy aircraft encountered were destroyed; )2 or our 

planes wore lost . Flying bomb activity was reduced markedly during 

the period, only six of 23 plotted making lardtall; none reached London 

and five were destroyed. 

During tho 8th Air Foree attacks on targets in Germany, France 

and !lelgium on 2$ August a total bOC>bload o! over 3,000 tons was dropped. 

On 2$ August the RAI' sent 187 boobers to attack a large !lying 

boob site at ~atten, other s i tes in the Pa~ de Calais and ~ions areaa, 

and a fuel d\llllp at lleauvds with 826 tons of bombs . '!hat night 413 

bombers attacked the Russelsheim armored vehicle factory near Frankfurt . 

Three hundred t hirty- four others attacked gun positions at Breot; 2$ 

bombed Da>-utadt. Twenty- five bombers are missing troc these missions . 

Fitty-tive lo!o5(ju1toes raided Berlin and harassed other targets in enemy­

held territory; extensive diversionary and anti-shipping missions were 

also nown. 
Preliminary reports of 8th Air Force aperations for 26 August 

etate that $86 heavy bombers, witb an escort ot 602 fighters , ware air-

bome to attack oil targets, airdromes and chlllllical wori<a in western 

Gel"IIWlY and J;lolland. An additional force of 360 bombers with an escort 

- l-
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ot 62 f~hters were sent to banb gun positions at Brest . Two enemy 

aircraft 11'Bre destroyed; ten bombers and six fiehters are missing . 

F~hter banbe rs operated against raU and road traffic in France and 

Belgium. 

2. As of noon 26 August annored colwuns of our lbird Army had 

advanced to Troyas with raconnaiasance elements reported 40 mUes 

farther to the east . On the First Aru1y front armored uni to bridged 
~, 
• t he Seine near Corbell and were at tacking t o the eut. A1lied t roops 

now occupy all of Paris eouth and west of the Seine with all bridges 

intact . In the British sector infantry troops occupied Vernon and 

ostabliahed a bridgehead over the Seine ld\Ue copping up in the area 

ooutblfes t of the river near Louviere . British units captured Pont 

Audirner and Belgian troops reached the couth of the Risle . 

l. By nightfall of 2S Auguot our beachhead in southern France had 

been further 8xpanded to th8 west, Allied 8l'lllor and infantry occupying 

Arlee , Tarascon, and Avignon on the Rhone and Carpentras to tbo northoaat . 

In the Livron and Montelimar areas enemy force• estimated at one and 

one-half divisions, including azmor, forced l eading American columns 

to withdraw wring tho night of 24-2S August . At lut report however 

our troops 11'8re attacking to block the main highway oouth of Livron and 

had soteblished road blocks in the vicinity of !lyon to the south8ast , 

In the nortbea&t sector American and Partisan forces occupied Briancon. 

- 2 -
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2 . lllring the n4lht or 24-2S August, 7h b01:1bers dropped 190 tons 

on the railroad yards at Bologna, cauairltl tir<lo and large explosions . 

Fitty-e1ght planes or the Tactical Air Force rArassed targets in the 

bettle areas . The next day tactical aircraft flew 673 sorties on 

~ed reconnaissance and offensive operations over southern France 

and northern Italy with a loss of six planes. 

On 26 August , 518 escorted heavy bombers dropped a total or 

1,177 tons or bombs on bridges in northern Italy and Yugoelavia and on 

~ troop concentrations , a train ferry, and an a1rcl.nlme in Rcrnania. . Only 

24 ene~ aircraft were cncountered; four o! our bombers and two fighters 

are missing . 

That night 66 ballbers dropped 2)2 tons or banbs on t roop 

concentrations at Posaro . 

3. On 26 August six escorted bOC\bers , based in the lliddle East, 

attacked radar installations on Crete . 

ASIATIC THEATER 

1 . On 23 August, 87 fighter and bomber eorties were flown against 

trOOps and rivsr trarric in China, particul arly in the Hengyang area. 

Tbe next day four P- l.o ' s hit a railroed yard on the Yellow River. 

Operations on the Salween tront were canealled duo to adverse weather . 

2. During 24 August the Eastern Air Canmand flew 56 sorties in 

support or our ground operations in Bun.a . 

3· Chinese troops continued to score minor gaine at Lungling and 

- 3 -
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Tengchung on the Salween front during 2L August . Ita llanipur Allied 

patrols were operatJ..ne 12 miles !rom the Chindwin River north of l.lawlaik . 

The next da,y slieht gains were mads by the British troops moving dmm 

the Tidd.lm Road. 

SOUTI!\'IEST PACIFIC THEATER 

During 2S August, 38 B-24 ' s hit Palau, while 124 sorties were flown 

against airf ields and installations in the llseCluer Gulf area and along 

the !lew Guinea coast . Airdrooes on Amboina, Flores, Soemba and Soembawa 

were attacked by a total oi 58 heavy and medim bombers . Tho previous 

da,y 77 sorties were fiowo by Solanons-based planes against ta%'gets in 

the Bougainville, !lew Ireland and !lew Britain areas . 

Soviet units reported a general advance of 12 miles in the vicinity 

of Tartu durins 26 Auguat . On the central !rent gains of ten 101les were 

made along the Bug northeast of Warsaw. The rapid advance of Red Army 

col 1lll'.no in Bessarabia continued, forward units reaching 30 miles west 

of Roman and clearing t he north bank of the Danube from i ts juncti on 

with the Prut R1 var to the sea . 

- 4 -
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l. Durin& the 24- hour period ending at 2100, 2u A1J8Ust, the 

Allied Expeditionary Air Force new l , 244 sorties principally asainst 

enemy traf!'ic on the Seine and Risle Rivers . 17e lost !our planes 

during these operations . Forty-nine heavy bombers of the RAF dropped 

246 tons on harbor targets at Brest and 22 dropped 130 tons on torpedo 

boat pens at lj:nuiden, Holland. Thirty-six .fig)lters Slrept the Rouen-

Amiens area with a loss of one plane . Thst night RAF heavy bombers 

mined the harbor at La Pallice and RAF fighter planes attacked and 

seriOUBly damaged two destrcyers in the llaJ' of Bl.ocay. !laval .forces 

off Le Havre sank seven small enemy vessels and dslna&ed others . 

For the 2u- hour period ending 0600, 2) August, 136 fi;vin& 

bombs were plotted, )0 were destroyed, and .30 reached London. 

In the 8th Air Force Operations of 2u AUilust over central 

Europe, reported yesterday, a total of 2, 981 tons of borlbs was dropped. 

On 2) August 1,190 hesvy bombers of the 8th Air Force, escorted 

by 68U f:!tlhters , were dispatched Oj!ainst targets in north central 

Oel:'l!ll!Icy". '!'he Luftwaffe experimental stations at Peenemunde and Rechlin, 

airdrcmes at Nou Brandenburg, Anklam and Schwarin, aircraft factories 

at Restock, Wismar and Lubeck and tho synthetic oil plant at Politz 

were attacked . All bcmbin& was visual and rest4-ts are reported as good. 

A second mission of 107 heavy bombers escorted by 189 fighters took off 

to attack chemical and inc!uatrial plents in northern hance and Belgium. 

- l -
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2. On cur Third Army front l!ontargis and Troyes were cleared of 

the ono"'Y by 1200, 2!) Allgust. To the north an infantry colwrn captured 

llonter<~au and pwlhod six miles to the eaat . On our First Ara;r front 

tho French 2nd Armored Division and the 4th In.Cantry Divieion drove to 

the center of Paris leaving el eoents to hold the ~est bank of the Seine 

south or the city . lh Paris these units met scattered resistance from 

oiocellanaoos German troops previously encountered in llormandy. !1orth­

""st of Paris ou.r armored and infantry units liberated Elbouf. The 

British Socond and Canadian First Armies advancing rapidly frau the ""st 

captured Ba~y, forced crossings of the Riolo River, and Joined with 

our units near Elbeu.f. Latest official information indicates that 

Allied forward unite have reached the line IJontfort-Elbcuf. Allied 

units bavo eoptu.red !lonfleur and heve bypassed Bcuzoville . 

l . B;y 2!) August American forces in aouthern France bed occupied 

Cannes and Ant iboo . The French II Corps bad occupied the greater part 

or Toulon . Some pocket a of resistance continued to bold ou.t in the 

southern sector ot UarseUle . All1.ed armored and infantry colW!DlB 

penetrating to the north ""re driving on l£ontel itnar and Le Bourg . 

157,413 troops """e ashore by 20 August. 

' 2. During tba 48-hour period ending at 1500, 25 August, thora 

""re patrol sldrmisbes along t he Arno in the Pifth Arr:ty sector . The 

- 2 -
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Eighth ~ scored considerable gains toward the Gothic Line in the 

sector east of Pontassieve and made minor advances north and east of 

Florence. Italian troops in the A,pennine region occupied Apecchio 

and maintained contact with tho en-.. north and eaat o! Acqualagna. 

J , During tho n18ht 23- 24 August, 52 light bombers of the Tactical . 

Air Force new armed reconnaissance over northern Italy and the Rhone 

Valley, attacldng motor transportation and fuel dumps . !/ext day 86 

medium baubers and 169 fighters attacked bridges, gun positions and 

transport targets 1n southern Fr-ance and northern Italy. About 350 

fighters and li8bt bombers attacked tactical tare;ete north of the 

Italian battle line . The Balkan Air Force, althOUgh hampered by 

llllather, n .... more than 75 sorties attacking storage tanks, barracks 

and locauotives in Yugoslavia and sM.pping 1n tho Gulf of Venice . Two 

B-26• s are miasing !rom these operations . 

im'ing 25 August, 316 escorted heavy bambers o! the 15th Air 

Force operated over lloravia dropping 846 tons of boobs on aircraft 

factories at Brno and Kurim and on the airdrane at Proste jov , Twenty 

to 30 ene!l\7 fight ers wera encountered; l4 trore shot down tor a loss 

of throo bombers and one f18hter . 

ASI!TIC THEATER 

<n the Salllllen .t:ront Chinese troops ""re report,ed !:4!hting within 

Lungling on 23 August. Local gains nre scored in Tengchung . 

-3-
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PACIFIC AND SOUT!t\'EST PACIFIC TIIEAl'ERS 

1 . In 123 sorties on 24 AlliUst light and tighter bombers attacked 

four airdromes 1n th6 Bnbo area or 11"" Guinea. Fifty-three &-24. s 

dropped S9 tone o! bombs on supply dumps at Lolobata, Halmahera . 

Eighteen mediwn bombers 1n a mast-height attaok struck shipping o!f tha 

Cel ebes s1nking five merchant vessels , and probably s1nld.ng one light 

cruiser . In the same area, a &-24 on patrol a t tacked a 4, 000-ton 

freighter and le!t it burning. lladium and fighter bombers operatin(! 

t o the west dai:Bged eneey shipping and attacksd targote on TiJ11or. 

Aircraft tram bases in tho Sol omons !lew 150 sorties against targets 

in Bougainvill <>, N"" Britain and lie" Ireland durillg 23 AlliUst. 

2. In a previous!)' unreported air action on 23 August , Arntr B-24 ' • 

and 1/.arine tighter bCCibars heavily attacked llillo; Navy search planes 

hit airfields at Wake and Ponapo . The next day two B-24•s hit Iwo Ji.oa 

(Kazan Islands) and 12 B-2S•s ba:>bed Ponapo; other lllissioos attacked 

Pagan and Jleiguan in the lo!arianas, llilla in tho l!auhalls, and Nauru 

in tbe Oilborts . 

EASTERN FRONT 

In the north tho Red An:des captured Tartu and advanced 10 llliles 

to tha weat . Along tho central aoctor Soviet spearheads were t wo 

llliloa .from Ootrow and 1n Bessarabia wore 30 miles !'rom Onlati. Although 

some Roma.oian divisions have surrendered, tbo enemy• s oouthem front 

haa not collapsed. 

- 4 -
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DECLASStPllll 
OlD Letter , ~-S-71-

l!eAdquartero Tent h Amy (Lt . General Simon B. Buckner, Jr. ) baa y 
l>een ordered ovoraeu Y1& a west coast Port o! ~lcation. 

Headquarters m Col'!'• (l!ajor Oenoral John Millikin), the 26th -Inrant17 D1Y1&1on (llajor General 11. s . l'alll), the 4lttb Inrant17 D1v-

1aion (l!ajor General R. L. Spragina), and the lOth Armored Division 

(Major General 11. H. H. NOrris, Jr . ) have been ordered ovorae~a via 

eastern Porta o! E<nbarkation !or ebipnent to UX. 

EUROPEAN THSATER 

1. ~ the 2h-bour period en~ 2100, 2J Auggst, tbe Allied 

i':J;ped1t1onary .ur Force new 2 , l)h aortiaa in aupport of our sround. 

Operations . Eighteen enemy aircraft were d.eatr oyed; our loeoea totalled 

18 planes . During thie period approximately 1~ enemy aircraft operated 

ovar the northern French battle area. That ntsht h2 RAF Yoaquitoea 

attacked Colosne . 

~ b<ab activity !or the 2h- how' period ending 0600, 

2h ~st. : o! !17 plotted, 46 ••de land.lall and 22 reached London . It 

has beon cCIIltirnled that the fiying bcabo which were plotted aa originating 

f r om tho direction of the Low COW>trila about 20 July were launched tr0111 

eirora!'t over the Dutch and Belgian coute. 

On 24 J.ucuot , tba 8t h .ur Force diopotohed 1 , )18 eacortod 

buvy bcahor o to attock live oil planto, n .. factories, and three 

- 1 -
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airdrcmes over a wide area ranging fran Kial through central O..l'lllal\Y 

to Brux in Czechoslovakia, Tho operation, coordinated with those of 

the lSth Air Force, was described as the moot effective t o date b,y 

US Strategic b<lmbers . Preliminary reports indicate that 24 ene11zy 

aircraft were destroyed for a loso of 29 bombers end five fighters , 

2. !:Urine the per iod ending noon 24 August, minor gains were 

reportsd on our Third Army front south and west of Paris . The Second 

French Armored Division was reported approacbiilg the outskirts ot the 

city. The XX Cor ps cl eared the Forest of Fontainebleau and est ablished 

bridgeheads over the seine near that city and north of lo!elun. On the 

First Army front armor ed colucns of the XV and XIX Corps were approach­

ing Louvier s and El.beuf. British end Canadian infantry units advanced 

seven miles t o tho northorn outskirts of Borna,y and scored addit i onal 

gaino across the Touques River north of Lisieux. Columns pushing sast -

ward near the coast crossed the Touquea River near i ts mouth . 

IIEDITERRIJIEAN 

1. On the night of 22-23 Auguat, the Tactical Air Force operated 

69 sorties of light and tighter b>nbers over northern Italy and southern 

France . The next day 54 medi\llll bombers attecked bridges in the Rhone 

Valley lfhile 197 tighters attecked tactical targets in support or ground 

units in southern France . In Ital;r, 153 medium and light banbers attacked 

ronda, railroads and fuel dumps north or tho battle area while 396 

tightor a provided tactical support f or ground units . Coastal aircraft 

oper ated along the I talian and French Rivieraa and attacked target• in 
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Greece . Si.x bcmber a and one fl<!hter are oiasing from these ope~tione . 

During 24 August, $85 escorted neavy bcmbers ot the l$th Air 

Force dropped 1 ,313 t oos of bcmbs on an airfield, a railroad yard, two 

bridges, and two oil refinerieo over a large area including Pragus in 

Czeohosloveld.a, Szeged in Hungary and Ferrara in Italy. Of approximately 

15 onooey aircraft oncountersd, 53 nre dest royed. Fourteen of our 

bmbers are mis sing . 

2 . Tno French troops in lolarseUlo are reducing pocket s of 

rssirl.anco in the southern ssction of the cit y. By 1200, 23 August, 

US troops had pushed ""st of J.larsoillo to Port de Bouo and Salon. Near 

Ol"enoble our infantry and tank col=s were probing to the northeut. 

Ail"bome t roops cleared the enei!IY !rom the area south of CMtellane-st . 

Vellier r oad and gained three mU os in t heir advance on Cannes . 

ASIATIC THEA.TER 

1 , During 22 and 2.3 August the Eaetern Ai.r CC11mland fiew 297 sorties, 

attacking ecmnw.ieatione syet..,. on the Al"akan tront and in ths Kabaw, 

Chindwin end Ittawaddy Volleys and providing shipping sscort off 

Chittagong. Included in these opel"&ti ons was an attack by 21 B-25' s 

on rail instellatione at Pinbaw. 

2. During 2.3 August, B>itish troops pushing south on the Tiddim 

Road regained contact with t he OOOI!IY f ive miles south of Khuaivum. 

PACIFIC AND SOUTRWEST PACmC THEATERS 

1 . During 2.3 August, 53 B-2~'• dropped 156 tons on suppl y areas 
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and bivO\lacs at Galela, Halmahera and 18 Jl,.-2L •s attacked Lan&soer 

airdrome, Kai Islands. On the N .... OUinea mainland light and fighter 

banbers !lew over 300 sorties against coastal targets trom Wewak 

around the Vogelkop Peninsula t o l!acCluer Gill!. To the north Palau 

""" attacked by two heavy bombers. On 22 August SolO!Iona-based 

aircraft !lew 68 sortie• against targets in the Bcugainville and New 

Ireland area.s . 

2. During 22 and 23 August Amy a-2L 1 s dropped 74 tona o! bombs 

on Yap; lighter aircraft attacked targets in the GUberts, l.!arianss and 

l.tarshalls . Two Navy Jl,.-24 1 s sank two !reighters east of the Benin Islands; 

one bomber was lost . 

EASTERN FRO!IT 

The Rusoian offensive eouth of Lanza continued during 2L August, 

for....rd Red Amy units advancing to within eight miles of Ostrow. On 

tho southam front Soviet col umns advanced to within 50 mlles of the 

Danube delts al'ter capturing the cities or Bacau, Bar lad and KJ.shinev • 

- L -
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EUROPEAN THEI.TER 

1 . Adverse weather again hampered all air operations during 

22 August . The Allied Expeditionary Air Force, flying 923 sorties 

in support ot ground operations and against railway facilities, lost 

three planes. Pre1lminary reports indicate thAt on 23 August, 163 

P-47'• of. the 8th Air Force owept the area fran Calais to !Ieima on 

anned reeonnaissanee miss"ions . 

Ot the 72 f1y1ng bombs plotted during the 24- hour period 

ending at 0600, 2J August, 16 roached London; 18 othere were destroyed. 

2. Our troops cleared pockets of the en""'l' from east and south-

east of. Brest on 23 August but the situation in the southwest portion 

of t he area covered by our Third Army remaioed generalLy unchAnged . 

At noon annored and infant ry columns to the eut were fightine in 

l.!ontargis, hAd pushed 15 miles east of Sens, hAd reached Me1un and had 

passed through St . Germai.n-en-Laye . On our First Army front Evreux was 

liberatsd end the advance continued toward FJ.beuf. French 4!1110r and 

American infantry torees were "oving on Paris fran the sout hwest . The 

British Second Army, advancing on a narrow front, reached Rug1es . 

Canadian First Army columns pushed to within ton miles of Bernay at 

sevaral pointe . To the north additional bridgeheads ware gained across 

tho1bu~uos River; Belgian troopo were in Deauville. 

l . During 22 August the Seventh Army continued to exploit advances 
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-.de t.M prniou.o c1&7, Ol>a &J110re4 taak to:roe colliiiiD driYl..D& DOrtb-

•rd, &upented b7 !rub unite, ,_cbecl the Rboae V&ll87 aoutb ot 

Valence, wlwre it arriftd 1D tiae to uboleh tbe bee4 ot a z-.t,..ti.q 

Gelll&n col,.,, Another collDJI d.rcrre up the DaNnce V&lle7 to l'usmtieN 

Oil tha bi~ ta.rd !'l1r1D wbich lie1 70 aileo beyond. The l"rench II 

Corpe, &tter tlldDg il)'ere1, &dftr>cecl to the wet, ,_cbiq ~tJ the7 

b&d be&'7 f1cbt1Dc 1D Toul.Oilo L&te Nportl i.adic&te thet llaraailll 

•• occupied b7 t.t. l"rencb on 23 .lusuot. 

011 22 Ansun Porqurollee Iallnd. IUl'l'el>dere<t to a llS CNieer. 

2. ThiN -. 110 ch&np 1D the witu ti.co 011 tb.1 ftetem &Dd cmtriJ. 

HOtono of tbl lteli&n ti'Oilt wlwno &ctift pa trolliq COiltimled duriDs t.t. 

24-hoar period mdi.Da at 1500 b..,... co 23 Ausuot· Tha ~ •till ol.lma 

to t.t. north eDd of l'lor~~~ce. In tb.e eutern aector It&li&ll &nd Polleb 

unit11 proltill& ~. cle&red tbl 81141117 trca aoutb of tbe Bure.Do­

llatlv.ro Ri.,.r lille11 oc""P71n& C&sll and .lcqaal&p. 

3, llv1.lla the lliCI>t of 21-22 .lupwt1 lislrt ba.blno attlckecl •­

ic&tia>a ill tha .lrlFa> &N& &nd 1D nortbarn Itel7. In l , I!OO 1ortie1 

fi01111 the follCIOiinl c1&7 t.t. T&ctie&l .l1r roroe eupportecl oar ope:.tiOill 

1D 1011tblrn France 11114 Iteq, wb1L& llialiOill ,.... n-. ._u.ot. -

t.-rfic alcoa the Do.I.&ti&ll cout, Bcablno of the CO&•tal .l1r Farce 

&ttl- a.rilor1 at Zlmte lllwDcl ott Cineca, &t Oftdo ill nort.IMUtern 

Itel7 &Dd & "'-ie&l 1IOI'b &t. - · 0111 bcBer &Dd t.hrM ti&bt&no .,. 

lliaailla tra tb.aM opc&tiOill, 
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Foree dropped 107 tons o! lxubs on lliekolc n>arshalling yard nortnoa.st 

of Budspest; throe boclbers are ndssing . Tho next c~a¥, S4J escorted 

heavy banbers at tacked an airorn!t factory, an airdrocle and an oU 

retinory in tns Vienna area and a railroad brid;:e at Fen·arn, drOpping 

bOI'Ibloads totalling 1 ,174 tona. Between 100 and 15'0 ene.,y aircraft 

were encountared of Yhich 44 (probably !)8) n re dsstroyed. Fourteon 

heavy bombsrs and one tighter talled to return. 

ASIATIC Tl!RI.TER 

1. During 20 and 21 August a total of ~:~ore than 230 sorties were 

flown by the Eastern Air C"""""'d over northern and western BurCie against 

coomunications systems and tactical targets . Included in these opera­

t i ons was a ndssion ot )2 medi,., l>anbar e which damaged t1ro brid;:es on 

the YwataWli!· Yeu railroad line . 

2 , On 21 Auguat, Chinese troops made small gains around Lungling 

and bad occupied tho southwestern hal! ot Tongcbung . 

3 . During 21 and 22 August, the 14th Air Force continued operations 

agal.nat airtis1ds and other tactical targets in the Tungting Laks-Hengyang 

sector !lying more than 80 sorties. N~erous rivsr craft wero destroyed 

or dsl:>aged and !our o! sOCIO 16 intercepting Japanese fighter• encountered 

were probably ebot down for a loss of ono fighter . Three B-24 ' • attacking 

shipping in the South China Sea pr obably sank a 3.5'0-!oot naval vessel oast 

or Hongkong. 

PACIF1C AND SOU'I'I!IIEST PACIFIC Tl!EA'I'!lliS 

1 . In previoualy unreportod air action on 2l August, &J tighter 
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bombers attacked Manokwari and three med1U11111 sank a b, OOO-ton vessel 

off Al.ox- lelAnd. The next day !~hter b001bers hit tat"gets in the 

Wen!c, l.tanokwari end Ka:lmana areas . Nineteen B- 2b ' s struck Amaha (Cersm) ; 

smaller heavy bomber onisaions attael<ed Palau, Davao (Philippines) and 

Balmahara and sank a 100-!oot vessel oft llindanao, drove a t anker- type 

vessel ashore in the Celebes and damaged a destroyer escort in the 

Carollnes . On 21 .o\ugust ""ather restricted activity to 58 sorties 

against target s in the Solor.rone and BiBlll8orcks. 

2 . Late reports add Wake and Rota to the list of targets bit by 

Central Pacific aircraft during 20 AugWit .man 12 B-25' e also struck 

Ponapo . The folloring day 27 &-24's of the 7th Air Force b001bed Truk 

and 20 others attacked Yap. 

J . On 21 August two Navy &-2lo's wbicil caught two rre~lltars, one 

or 2,000-tons and one of 75"0-tons, enroute to llarcus Island left the 

larger in a sinking condition and tho smaller on fire . Nineteen fighters 

attacked P,gan, and Navy and llarine ait"craft hit l.tille and Nauru. 

EASTERN FllONT 

During 23 August Soviet columns west of Lake Pskov advanced several 

mUos toward Tartu from the oouth and southwest . Oennan counterattacks 

east of Riga forced l«<d units out of Ergli. On the central front Red 

Anlry troops made a 15....Ua gain nortlleast of Warsaw. A new Soviet thrust 

south o! their Viatula bridgeheads broke through the German defenses and 

gained to within lb mUes ot Tarnow. 

- II-
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On the southern !\"ont the Roumani&.n and Russian forces 

decl ared an arm1at1oe after the occupation, ~ rnpi d advances, ot 

Akkerman, Tiebina and Vaslui. 
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Tho toll~ u a ~eat o! ow- Anlo' Air Forces ecabat opera-

tiona !or July 19411: 
Theaters or Operations 

China & 

Total llumber of 
Europe lied. SWPJ. Centl'ac India Total 

J.ttaelcing 
.Urerart 6), 296 29,353 9,619 4,24S 7,266 ll4,06l 

Bcab Toonago 6J,W.8 40,292 6,023 1,S90 2,472 ll3,82S 

Loaaeo in 

ln 121 h 0 0 247 
22 8 1 0 0 Jl 
87 so 0 l lS lSJ 

Total Net Loaaes 
ae • ., BCIIben J82 329 l6 8 lS 7SO 
I.i«ht & lledi\011 60 31 .)2 J 4 l)O 
Jl'4btera 4411 201 29 u. 6l 749 

Enelq .Urerart 
Deotro)fod 1n 
J.erUl Ccabet 
Dl1'1iiltely 660 699 123 12 1.)1 1, 62S 
Probably 746 8S7 llJ 20 179 1,945 

Blll!OI'EAll 'tli£A.TER 

1. Il1r1n£ the 24-bour period endinc at 2100, 2l Auguat, .~ ..... 

-tbar liaitod the J.llUd £q>od.1t1ooary Air Force to 3n sort1oa, tho 

ujor1ty or wtdcb .. ,.. d.1ncted aceinot rinr traffic on tho Seine. 

Bad -tber ccmcl.1t1ono aloo torcod the cancallat1on or 8.\F 

operationo during tho nicht ot 21- 22 Auguat and ot 8th Air Force opera­

tion. during 22 J.uguat . 

-1-
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Flying baob activitr for the 2~-hour period ending at 0600, 

22 Augu.t • of 126 plotted, 59 a>ada landfall and 29 reached LondOnJ 34 

were d&streyed-

2. By noon o! 22 August, leading alec ants of the Third Armr nad 

liberated Sens and were puotling on eastward toward Trores . South of 

Paris an annored coluo:n had reached Arpajon . Infantey units improved 

our bridgehead over the Seine at llantes 1fbile a.mored col=• pushed 

down the west bank past Vernon . The First A:rnry advanced rapidly toward 

Louviers, its .forward troops arriving four ..Ues !'rem E'vreux. North of 

Argentan the laet enea>r pockets of resistance were recoved. Gains were 

acorod all along the British and Canadian A:rnry fronts, 1'orw8l'd troops 

reaching the general line of tile Toques River, establishing sizeable 

bridgehead& at several points, and entering Lisieux frCim the south . 

British paratroops reached tile Toques west of Pont l •Eveque, and Dutch 

and Belgian units, advancing along t he coast , occupied Houlgate and 

reached to within t hree a>lles of the mout h of t he river. 

A radio announc~ent reports the liberation of Paris . 

1 . During tho night of 20- 21 August , 81 Allied baobera concentrated 

201 tons of bOIDba on the St . Valentine tank works at Sterr, Austria, at 

a coot of a ix bolllbera. Sixt)"'1'line sorties were flown by liiht and fighter 

bolllbera "8&inot road t r affic and coastal shipping in northern Italy. The 

next do,y the Tactical Air Force flew more than 700 sorties supporting our 

operations, chiefly in Italy. 

- 2 -
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Durin& tho night of 21-22 August, 7S uneacorted heavy and 

medi\DI bomMI'a of the l!)th Air Force dropped 171 tons on tho l"""""""­
S•ony (Hungary) oil refinery, One mod1\DI and two boavy bombers are 

m.isaing !rom this m.iosion. 

On 22 August, SSS escorted hoavy b011bera of the 15th Air Force 

attacked oil refineries at Odertal, Rl.ochhacmer ond Lobau (Breslau area, 

eastern Germ&IIJ'), and at Korneuburg near Vianna. Sate 1 ,200 tone of 

b~s were dropped through intense, heavy and accurate nak ovor all 
1 ' . 
,__; targets. Fifty-five (probably 66) onoc,y aircraft wore destroyed. Yfa 

lost 39 bomboro and oil !i8)ltora. 

2. The 21st ot AU8Ust marks the graataat single day' a advilllce by 

the Seventn Army in southern Franco since ll-llay; subst antial progress 

was ma.de to the north1 northwest and "'outhwest. To the nst, advances 

have been made beyond the llurilllce River to a lll&ldmum ot seven miles; 

llx and Partuis 11ere cleared ot tho enemy. The armored task f orca, 

drirtng nort!Drard trc:m Sietorcn, c&ptur$d Gap illld continued ito advance 

in tho area northward of that town. other elements o! thio taek force 

drove into t ba Bhone Valley and wu operating between l!ontolimar and 

Valence . Tho c<mnu~iquo reports tho capture also of Grenoble . Tho U 

French Corps , pushing on put Toulon, turned northwest trOJD Bandol on 

the coaot and roached .lub&gno; t horo wu ha&'fY fighting in thio region. 

French patrols have ontared ~eros from tho eaot • 

.). Thoro wu no chongo in tho gonorol situation west of Florance 

during tho 48- hour period ending at 1500 an 22 August. North of tho 

- .3 -
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cit.)' P&l"tioan units ~ported Fie sole cleared of tho SDOI!O'. In tho 

Apennine and A~iatic sectors Italian and Polish troops advanced 

rapidly reaching San Ippolito and the line of the l!etauro River with-

out contact. 

ASIATIC THEATER 

During 20 August, tho 11th ~ Force !lew 1.32 fighter and bomber 

sorties. Water traffic along the Yangtte from Hankow to Yochow was 

attacked, as were targets in the l!engyang area . Support was also given 

to Chinese ground forces on the Salween front . 

A dalayed report !or 18 August states that a B-2L on a shipping 

sweep nortbeaot of Hongkong sank a 550- foot Japanese cruiser. 

PACIFIC !liD SOUTH11EST PACIFIC THEATERS 

1. During 20 Auguot , Solaaons-hased aircraft !lew 1.10 sorties 

against targets in !In Britain, New Iraland, Choiseul and Bougainvillo. 

The following day B-2L• s bCil!bed Palau and attacked Davao and shipping to 

the south while 10ore than (I) light and tighter bcmbers h i t targets on 

land and coastal shipping at various pointe along tho llow Guinea coast 

tra. Wenk to llacCluer Gulf. Seventy-five heavy and mediUlll ba.bers in 

two missions struck northern Balmahsra aloo des~oying or damaging sight 

grounded aircraft. 

2. On 20 August, Nauru, Wotje and IIUle ""~ raided by Navy and 

Marino aircraft . 'l'nnty An17 B-24's ~oppod 40 tons of bombs on airtiold 

installations at Yap. N7' e dropped eight tone on tho dock at Pagan; 
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one B-24 banbed Alamagan. 

EASTERN FRONT 

On 22 August Soviet forces cut the Tall1nn-R1ga railroad south 

ol Tartu. They also reached the Bug River on a J5-11lilo front t o the 

oaat of Warsa•. The third day of a Soviet offensive on the Rananian 

front c,arried the Red A.:my ten mlloe past Jass-y on a broad front; south 

of Tighina the offensive scored gains o! 45 llli.les , 

- 5 -
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lledium banbere ..acle two daylight strikes on Paramushiro in the 

~urilea during 20 August. One of seven interceptors ll'!lS shot down 

and one of our planes failed to return . 

l . On 20 August, the Alliod Expeditionary Air Force flew 1 , 801 

sorties in support of ground operat ions in France, destroying 12 enemy 

planes lor a l oss or l4 or our own aircraft . Stra tegic air operations 

were almost completely curtailed due to weather. 

Flying bomb activity for the 2u-hour period ending 0600, 

21 August : of 98 plotted, 64 made landfall and 22 r eacllod London . 

2. Pithiviors was liberated by our Third Anny during the 24- hour 

period ending at noon on 2l August. The Firs t Amy made minor gains 

toward Evreux and occupied Argentan. The British Second Anny mopped 

up scat tered r emnants of enemy rssutance in the pocket. In tile Canadian 

First Anny sector infantry and armored units advancing eaotward gained 

two bridgeheads across the Touques River oouth ot Lisieux, 

Up t o 17 August , 147, 989 priBoners had bee.n captured; 10, 000 

others wore taken in the FalaiBe pocket on 20 August. 

1. By noon on 20 August ou.r VI Corps bad advanced northll'ard ao 

far as aarr .... while to tbe • est otber columns bad cleared the enemy rrom 

- 1 -...._. 
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eaat or the llu.l'ance River and reportedly captured Aix , Forward troops 

were reported to have r einforced t he Partiuna 11ho had surrounded 

Pertuis; that city, according to a late c""""'"'ique, 1e now finDly in 

our hands . The French II Corps, ass1111ing command of the southwestern 

sector of the beachhead, ,...s attacking Toulon, Sollies Pont and llyereo; 

at last account one-quarter of Toulon had been taken . Our armored task 

force driving northward was reconnoitering !'rtu~ Sisteron towards Serres 

and head:ln& !or St . Julian and lolontell.mar. 

Latest casualty figures : 
Killed or lolissing 

Americans 1,221 ~ 
Hos2it alized Total 

1,75Ji r.m 
Bri tish 314 .-' 54 368 

French ~ 167 203 -

l , $71 1.915 3.546 

14,000 pri soners had been taken by noon on the 20th. 

2. On the Italian front active patrolling was continued during 

21 J\ugust . British Eighth Amy t roops advanced tl<o llliles up the J\rno 

River . llinor gains were reported bY t ho Italian troops moving north­

westl<ard in the Apennines . The Polish Corps attacking on the Adriatic 

captured Orciano and occupied Cerasa . 

3. During tha night o! 19-20 August, 64 tactical sorties were 

flown against r oad traffic in southern France and northsrn Italy. The 

following day 137 medium and light btulbers operated againet the Valence 

airdrt1!18 and three nearby bridges with good reeults . Three hundred and 

eixty-oai.x .fighters and fighter bombers atteeked gun positions and rail-

- 2 -
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road targets in southern France . Over LOO additional sorties were 

nown against tactical ta.rgeta in northern Italy including the 

Portcmaggiore rail yarda . Other missions ere active along the French 

Riviera, the Ligurian and Dalmatian coasts . Two enemy aircraft were 

shot down during these operations from 'lfbich one baober and two fighters 

are missing. 

On 21 August, 232 escorted heavy bocbers of the 15th Air Foree 

attacked the l!ajdubos•ormen:r (Hungar;r) and Nis (Yugoslavia) airdranes 

with 471 tons of explosives . One (probably two) of some lL enemy air-

craft encountered we.re dest royed for a loss or two bombers . In a 

separate mission L6 fighters S'lfept the l!ajduboszonneny airdrome, des­

tro;ring 37 (probably SO) enemy aircraft on the ground and one in the air . 

ASIATIC TI!EATSR 

1 . Additional reports covering the B-29 operations against the 

Iawata steel center in southern Japan on 20 Auguat indicate that this 

target ""s hit b;r both day and night missions . In the daylight attack 

61 of the bombers operated against the primar;r target and four ot hers 

bombed targets of opportunity. Revised claims raised the total of enemy 

aircraft destroyed to 15 (probably 18) . In tbe night attack ten B-29's 

hit Iawata and one bombed a target of opportunity in China . Only nak 

aerial opposition was reported during thi s operation but antiaircraft 

fire was heavy and there are indications that ground-to-air rockete 

may have been used aa a de!ene1Ye meaaure . Ten o! the B-29 '• are missing 

and three others crashed near their bases . 

- 3 -



• 

N. BURMA 

• • .. . .. 



' 

+ 
• 

• • 

,. ·~~-
.... t;;:r· ... ·­~··· 

~ ' 

• • • 

1 
~ TALAUD IS . 

AIU. TAHAH 
ROTA IS , 

c 

NETHERLANDS INDI E S 

-



D!JL~SSIPID 
loU J,etter, ~-8-71 

2 , Chinese troops scored l ocal ga:ll'ls at Tengcbung and Lungl:ll'lg 

during 18 August and the next day r epulsed nllr.lercus Japsnese counter-

at tscks :In all sectors of the Salween front . On 20 August Br itish 

troops, advanc:ll'lg south on the 'l'iddiJ11 Road, '11'8ro 75 miles below Imphal; 

some elements moving to the weet occupied Khuaivum. 

3. During 19 August Eastern Air CO<!II:I&ld n .... 177 sorties aga:ll'lst 

tactical targets :In support or ground operations in Burma. Included 

in these was a strike by 29 B-25' s on llofll"'& and rocket raids aga:ll'lst 

t he r ail yards at Ywataung. 

PACIFIC AND SOUTI!liEST PACIFIC THEATERS 

l . llur:ll'lg 19 4uguet nearly 100 sorti es ""re flown by Sol omons­

based aircraft against target s on N"" Brits:ll'l and N"" Ireland. The 

follow:ll'lg day 70 Southwest Pacific light and fightsr bombers attacked 

bi vouacs, gun positions and coastal traffic at various po:ll'lts :In the 

Vogell<op region; two B-24' s made a strike at Palau, one scored near 

misses on a l arge freigbter near Boeroe . Heavy and medium banbers also 

were active in the area of the Celebes Sea; 4l B- 24 1 s struck warehouses 

on northern Ralmahera; others successfully attacked small shipping south 

or llindanaOJ ll B-25'• bombed targets :In tho Talaud Islands . 

2. In addition to those sorties alrea d;y reported, 21 •lldiUII baaber a 

at tacked rumta,)'S and gun positions at Nauru durint 18 Auguat and !.!arine 

fighters pounded llille . On the next t wo days our aircraft ra.ided 

Anatahan, Alem&gan, Pagan and Rota (ll&rianu) and continued their attacks 

- 4 -
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~~gainet Nauru &nd targets in the !Aarehalla. On 20 August, 20 B-24 ' a 

nit the Yap airfield and barracks area. 

EASTERN FRONT 

The Germans cl&ic that on 21 Augu.st they reestablished contact 

near Riga with their units isolated in the north . llortheast of Warsaw 

Soviet troops gained a 22~11• stret ch of the railroad from Warsaw to 

Bialystok, and penetrated the enenv linea near Jasay and Tiraspol. 
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1. On 19 August, the Allied Expeditionary Air Force n"" .), .)72 

sorties in support of ground operations in France, destroying nine 

oneey planes and 19 fiy1ng banbo for a loss of 2!) of our awn aircraft. 

Weather again forced cancellation of 8tb Air Force operations 

du.ring 20 August. 

Seventy-one of 78 flying bombs plotted during the 2h-hour 

period ending at 0600, 20 August, were des troyed; 3S reached the English 

cout but only six penetrated to London . I 

2. OUr Third Army reported little change in the situati on in tr.e 

Brittany Peninsula for the 2h-hour period ending at noon on 20 August. 

To the east its XV Corps established a bridgehead beyond the Seine near 

!Iantos and drove down the west bank of the river towards Louviers. On 

our First Army front the XIX Corps, shifted from the Sourdeval area, was 

pushing toward Evreux. V Corps troops captured Crois1llea . The British 

Second Army tu~~er redu.ced the si~o of the en~-held pocket north of 

Argentan and the Canadian First AlT11;1 made minor gains to the east against 

negligible opposition . 

1 . Sooall ;oiseiona or light b<:mbere and fighters cantinued the raids 

against tactical targete in southern FI-ance during the night of 18-19 August . 

The next day 24!) medium bombere attacked six bridges in th.e ~ons Valley 

destroying or badly damaging four; calllllllnicationa and ot her targets in 

southern FI-ance wore attacked during the day by 38h f ighters . 0! s ome 
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15 &n""'T aiJ'Cr&tt encountered two wre doatroyed; six of our pl&neo 

are ID1oa1na . Three hundred and ten ao>dillll boolbera and tightero carried 

out raide qa1not toctic&l targets over tho ItaliAn battle area . 

Coutal 11ed11111L bcabna concontmted on oU atorea at St. Louio do Rhone, 

I:operie ll&rbor, and Seotri Levante. Other r&ido nre aade 1n tho !lll.kana 

by 51 Alllocl aiJ'Cr&tt which n ..... owepo o .... .l.lbani.a and Greece and hit 

oU storaae tonka and transportation 1n ~goalaTia. 

On 20 Aucuat, 471 escorted ho&Y)' bCIIIber-e or the lSth Air Force 

dJ'Cpped 1 , 161 tono on three oil re.t1nerieo 1n Poland and tho Szolnck 

marshallina yerds and airdrane 1n Hungary. One {probobly two) or 17 

eneov a1roratt encountered wero destroyed tor a loss or three boebora 

and one Iichter. 

2. Dur1na the 24- hour period end1na at noon oo 19 A"l\lot, French 

&n~ored unito, paooing through Amorican forward troops 1n the western 

aoctor or our beachhead 1n southern Franco, advanced ten mUeo, capturing 

St . l!aximin . One ool= advanced 'ight ailea west or BarjolJ. To the 

north an Aarican taat110rl.ng col= c<~:~poeed or tank, tonk deatroyer, 

a.t<~ored tteld artillery lllld 100toriud intantry units droft tr-CIII tho 

Castellani area to the Dw-ance 111ver at Oraison and to within three .Uu 

or lleul, Whore forward element. wero tr~countering resistance . 

J . On our Fifth Anoy trent, normal patrolling waa conti.nuod dur1na 

20 Aucuot with no changes 1n the aener&l aituaUon. The attock alone 

tbe Adriatic coast by tbe Britiall ll:lcbtb Anq continued qainat v&r71n& 

reaistance, with ga1na or trca two to a!Jt aUeo &lq tbe 1 5111• oector 
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ot the II Polleh Corpa ae the enemy withdrew during the night toward 

the lletauro River. 

ASIATIC 'l'I!EI.TBR 

1 . llur1llg 18 August, the Eastern Air Ccmumd n ..... ove.r 160 sorties 

against taetieal targets and enemy COOIDWlicatione in support of our 

ground operations in Bu.t'tla. 

2. On 17, 18 and 19 August some 150 previ ously unreported Allied 

m&di\llll bombers and fighters at tacked t argets in th6 Heugyang-Changsha 

area; Sienning was b01:1bed by 11 B-25'•· A mi ssi on of 25 escorted B-24 ' e 

etruek the Puehi otorage area . Thirty-seven medi""' bcmbers and fighte.r o 

attacked the Kiukieng railroad yard& and storage area damaging a 300-foot 

river- boat. B-24's sank two freighters 1n the South China Sea . Four 

fighters over northeast French Indo-China d&noged enemy transportation. 

Firty-.seven canbat sorties were flown on the Salween front during 18 August; 

troop-carrie>- planes continued to drop suppl.ieo to t he Chinese • 

.3 . A prellminar;y report tr0111 t he 20th BOIIlber Ca:m:and miesi on of 

20 August states that 55 B- 29'• banbed Yawnta with good results . Laoyao, 

Kaiteng (occupied China) and an undisclosed target of opportuni ty wore 

ban bed by one B-29 each. Twel w enemy aircraft were destroyed while four 

or our planeo were observed lost and six more bave failed to return. 

PACIFIC AND SOO'l'HIIES'l' PACIFIC THEATERS 

1. Our forces 1n the Cape Saneapor area landed a mall force in 

- .3 -
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the llep fliver area on 19 Auguat; acUw patrolline continues in that 

area . 7nnt;y•!our Southnot Pacitic &-21. ' a deatro;yad three parked 

aircratt and ot art.d large tuel !ireo at Namloa airdrome (Boo roo) . 

other ....Uor haav;y booober ml.os1ona at tacked shipping in tho Colo bee 

and llindanao .,.... and -bed Dobo (Aroe Ielande) and Palau. Two aiooicna 

or tan and nino Allied ,.d1..,. b""'bore attacked Lauggoer in tho Kai blonde 

and a b&rracluJ area oaot of Koopona on Timor, reopoctivol;y; one plano 

!ailed to return . Fort;y other modi"" b""boro and fighters caused 

explosions in tuol dumps at 110Wllk and attacked cnem;y positions in that 

area. Auotroli.an P-40 '• operated over tho Ooolvinlc: Ba;y orea at tackina 

airdruoes, tuol clumps and trucks . In nearl;y 180 sorties, Sol..oM•baoed 

aircratt continued their attacks aaainot targets in the upper So~ 

and eaotem 81.-rcl<o areas on 18 .luguat; sun pooitiono in the o ... u . 

Peninsula of !low Britain received particularl;y llc&'Y)' attacks. 'l'wo Nav;y 

f ighters wore loot in tllooe operations . 

2 . Four llav;y medium bomboro struck rumra;ys and disporsol areas 

on Nauru dur!nc 18 Auauot. Arur:f fight.ro hit J>a&an in the llarianao 

cbrin& tho oa:oe period. 

EAS'I'El!N FROiiT 

Soviet toreeo advanced to within eight mile• of Tartu on a broad 

tront durine 20 .l.uaust . East o! Riga the;y act.ancod 15 miles toward 

the eit;y aaawt otrolli Oo:noan counterattack& . The Germano attacked 

the Sonot corridor to the OUl! o! Rica !rca oaot and west, with oupport 
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o! German liaht· oruuero in the Oul!, and took Tulru:lte . Red AJU7 troope 

attacked in oonaidereble etrenath north ot Julf1 and north ot Kiehine•, 

and were met at both points by detenoJ.ned resistance, with no change in 

the line . 
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l . On 18 Jwgust, the All:l.ed Expeditionary Air For<:e new 3, 713 

sorties in support of ground operations in France, destroying 18 enemy 

planes tor a loss of 38 of our om aircra!t. 

RAF bombers dropped 860 tons on an undergro~md supply depot 

north of Paris and 496 tons on fuel depots near Ghent and Bordeaux 

and on submarine pens at La Pallica. Boc!b-launching sites in the 

( . Cslais and Amiens arsas were attacked with 122 tans. Five bombers 

were lost in t hese operations . On the night of 18-19 August 760 RAF 

bombers attacked Brenen, oU plants and other targets in western Gennany, 

a rail center northeast of Romllly and the fuel depot north ot Ghent. 

Twenty-one Mosquitoes a t tacked Berlin and lh others were dispatched in 

small nrl.ssions against targets in western Oennaey and Belgium. Two 

hundred and fourteen bomber s carried out diversionary sweeps and support 

patrols . The ne.xt morning 52 heavies were dispat ched to attack oU 

storage tanka at La Pallice. 

Adverse weather conditions prevent·ed 8th Air Force operations 

on 19 August . 

2. There """ no change in tho situation in Brittany during the 

2b- hour period ending at noon on 19 August. To the east, the Tbird 

Army's XV Corps, shifting the weight of i ta atteclc to the north, pushed 

reconna:l.esance Wlite into Wantee Oasoicourt.. Our Firat Army joined 

with the Canadian First .Ln1Qr south ot TrW!, cCIDpleting the encirclement 

ot the enemy pocket. to the west, Boa.,- fighting wna reported in progreso 

- l-



1m uJatrr~ 
O&D Lettur. ~ .... , 

LIHl AS Or 

18 AUOUIT •• 

19 A UGU S T -~ . ... ,~. 



() 

11111!!!~6"2---11' 
II%CLA8Sl71D 

USD Lette• , ~-8-73 

near Putangeo . Other Allied units advanced and secured high gr ound 

near Coupesart . 

1 , During 18 A.lguat, 106 Tactical Air Force medium b01:1bers 

attacked guns in the sout hern Franco battle area wbile 90 othsrs 

balobed Rhone Valley bri dges and oat fire to the battleship STRASBOUP!l 

in Toulon Harbor. Two medi\D!I bombers are missing . Attacks were also 

carri ed out against bridges, roads and enemy transportation behind the 

new battle area by 281 fighter s . One hundred and nina other fighters 

raided tactical targets in support of ground operations in Italy. 

Support was provided !or operat ions in the BaJ.kans by SS !4;htars . 

On 19 August, tho l ) th Air Force dispatched 81 heavy bombers, 

escorted by 197 ~hters to a.t teck oil refineries at Ploosti for t he 

t hird consecutive dey; 11.5 tons were dropped in this operation . Two 

heavy bombers and two f ighter s are missing. 

2 . Litt le change was reported in the situati on in the western and 

central oectors of t he trans-Italian battle line during 19 August . 

Italian forces probing northward in the Apennines reported San Lorenzo 

and Pergola ole&r o! tho enemy. On the Adriatic an attack by the Polish 

Corps, launched during the afternoon on 18 Auguet had by last report 

advanced more than throe ailee to juet sout.b of San Costanzo despit e 

strcng enemy roaietance . An enao;y counterattack was beaten off, heavy 

oaeuslties being in.tlioted on the Germans . 

- 2 -
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1 . During 17 August, 25 escorted B-2h's effectively attacked an 

enemy IJtorage arM, b<llieved to be in tne Ladrone Islands south of 

Hongkong; 16 P-l.o• e swept the Yangtte River near Hank ow and the Yellow 

River, destroying seven ene"')' aircrett and damaging several river boote . 

On the Salween River front fighters attacked enemy positione and trans­

ports dropped more tnao 100 ton a of food and """"""i tion to Chinese 

growtd .forces .. 

2 . Additional reports for 16 August state that 22 B-25 ' s at tacked 

the Tha•i raUroad yards in central llunla with 46 tons of explosives . 

The next day, 125 medium banbers and f ighters of the Eastern Air Cam:~and 

continu.ed tbe raids against targets on the llunnese fronts . 

PACIFIC AND SOUTIMEST PACIFIC THEA'I'ERS 

During 16 August, three B-2.4' s struck Palau causing heavy explosions 

and large fires. Fifty-two A-20 ' s bomb<ld enemy positions near Sam1. 

Other planes made scattered attacks at various points on the New OUinen 

coast f r om Wewak to WacCluer OUlf, and in the Timor area. 

One nundred thirt y-four Solomone-ooeed aircrett hit targets on 

Bougainville, New Britain and New Ireland on the 17th, 

EAS'l'ERH Flk>NT 

West of Bialyatok a Soviet break-throueh on 19 Auguet alo> g a )0-

.Ue tront reached to within 13 mUee of LCII>za raUroad juneti• I· 



• 

iWti crn••upu, UOSMI 

••• 1183 

0?00 Alopo\ 18 \o 0700 Alopn 19, 11144 



0 • 

MAHHHE I M 0 

0 

•• 
• 

roulouu 
•• 

CENTRAL EUROPE .. • .. ... ••• 
t TAfUTr Jll llll 

I 0 I 



\ 
j 

~ 
L I N[ AS Of 17 AU.GU S\ •• ••••• \ 
L IN( AS OF 18 AUGUST ....._, 

' 

·~ 

01U!!!f 

\ 

NORTHWESTERN FRANCE 

~a .. 
IIILU 

/ 
/ 

++ .,_+ 
+ 

SECOND BR ARMY 
~y..,.Y. 

f IRST CA/!lAfj~Y 

,,,1 
. . ·k I 

\ 

.... \ 



l 

D!CLASSlFTKD 
OlD Letter, b~.a-72 

1. On 17 Ausuet the Allied Expeditionacy Air Force new 2,6SS 

sorties in support of ground operations in France, destroying !our 

en~ aircraft for a lose of ten planes . 

Fifty-tour RAY heavy bQJlbers dropped 292 tone on Brest harbor 

installations, and that nigllt 37 Mosquitoes attacked Nannheim. 

Prel1minary reporte indicate that 760 escorted bo:nbers of the 

8th Air Foree attacked airfields, factories, fuel depots , and bridges 

in eastern France and the Low Countries during 16 August. Our heavy 

bombers encountered no air opposition. Five hundred t1renty fighters 

fiew strafing miseions against transport targets in Franco . Sixt,y- three 

anomy pl anes were reported destroyed for a l ose ot two ba=bers and 21 

fighters. 

Fly1ng bQJlb activity for the 2L-hour period ending at 0600, 

18 August : 116 were plotted; 58 made landfell; 1$ reached London; SO 

were destroyed. 

2. Our Third Arn>y' a VIII Corps captured Paimpol and tho Citadel 

at St. llelo during the 2L- hour peri od ending at noon on 18 August. To 

t he eut , forward units of this a:rm;y ware reported to have entered Eta:npeo 

and to have advanced to within five IDiles o! Versailles. Our First Army, 

uaUlldng c-..and of the Third Army troaps in the Argentan area, continued 

to reduce tha recent oni!IIJ' pocket which now 1a but t wenty mUeo deep and 

eix llilas wida . The Second British Amy advanced southeutward for a 

general gain of eight mUaa end, together with the CanAdian First !my, 

- 1-
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reached a conoral uot. ....... ot line thrO\JCh Trun . The mass of tho 

Geman Se .. nth Arley" wao being forced qainat tho lower Seine . 

l , Durinc the night of 16-17 .&u&uat, Sb Tactical Air P'orco li&ht 

bocbero operated OYer southern France and northam Italy. The next dq 

36 modiwo and light bc:abers and ,312 fi&htor bolnbero attacked tactical 

target s in the Italian battle area and c......Ucatione mtemo to the 

north, Two hundred tb1rty-ei&nt eortioa ot fighter bombers O))<lratod 

OTor the battle area of sout hern l'r&nco in eupport or our ground unite . 

other planes hit target s on the Adriatic eoaeta and c~1cat1ona 1n 

Yuaoalarta. 

lW'1n& tho night or 17- 16 August' S6 haobera of the l Stb Air 

Force qain dropped 66 tons on an oU retinal')' in the Ploesti &rea; 

throe banboro are mioaing. Tho noxt da,y S47 escorted heavy bombere 

returned to place 691. tone on oU refineries 1n the sace area and on 

tho ~ at Alibw>ar (tugoal&Yia) . NiM OllGQ7 planea were deotroyod 

for the lou or nine bc:abera and cme fi&hter. 

2 , There woo no change in the general situation in Italy durinc 

16 Auguot . Tho Firth .lnzy blocked enecy- attepta to cross tbe .lmo. 

) , In o011them Franco our VI Corpo, puohing r apicll,y inland, hod 

by t he ...-.nine or 16 Aupot reached Ora .. o on tho eaot, Castellano on 

the north, and Bt.rjolo and La lloquobrwooano 011 the west.. ODe tuk !oreo 

woa J10Yinc 011 1>1cr>o· Oar troopo .,..... Motine with l i ttle or no oppooition . 
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Excellent air support oo ntinued 001.Wt negligible enemy air opposition . 

About 7,000 prieonero had been taken by noon on 18 August. 

Extensive roilroad disruptions by saboteurs continues, including the 

PLll main l ine above Lyon. 

ASIATIC THEATER 

1. !m'ing 16 August Chinese troops captured positions on the 

town wnll at Tengchung . 

2. lm'1ng 15' and 16 Augu.et , the Eastern Air Ca:mand n ...... over 

45'0 sorties against tactical targets and communications systems in 

northern and central &ma. Eleven B-24 ' s mined t he r.10uth of the 

Tavoy River. 

3 . During 15' August the 14th Air Force carriod out more than 

100 sorties over the Hengyang area attacking troop concentrations, 

road and river traffic. The follO"tdllt; day tactical missions continued 

in the Hengyang-Changsha area, 111odium banbers new l6 sorties in support 

of ground operat101'14 on the Salween front . 

PACn'IC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS 

1 . During 17 August, one battali on of our troops, supported by 

naval and air forceo, landed near Warda on the west coast of Biak Island 

agairust light opposition. 

Forty-six 8-24 ' s in two otrikeo hit foirdrc:nes at llaroekoe (Coram) 

and L1.lns (Amboina), destroying a number ot parked planes; P-38 escorts 

- 3 -------.,.....==----
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to Liang destroyed e:4!ht en""';r planes for a loss of two . Forty-one 

medium and h.eavy banb41rs attacked tlamlea (Boeroe) airdromes, probably 

deatro;ring !our enemy aircraft. SQ!Ie twenty sorties nre n.,.., against 

target s on Timor o.nd in t he Tanimbar Islands . In more than JO s orties, 

l:4!1lt and fighter banbers attacked coastal target s from Wewa)c around 

the Vogelkop Peninsula to l.fecCluer Gulf. A heavy bomb41r h.it a ship in 

Davao OUl.f. 

Unfavorable weather restricted Solaoons-baaed air eparations 

t o 22 sorties against Bougainville and New Ireland during the 16th. 

2 . Jllloing 15 o.nd 16 August, Sl!l&l.l numbers of Army and Navy planes 

hit Nauru, Ponape, llill.e , Taroa and llaug whi.le Pagan was attacked by 

20 P-47 ' s , Rota by 24 Uarine Coreairs , and Chich.i Jima by 17 B- 24 ' s . 

On 17 August, 25 B-24'a a ttacked Tn.>k and 19 B-24's pounded 

1'110 Jima. 

EASTERN FR:>NT 

Jllloing 18 August, Soviet troops crossed the narrO'WS between Lake 

Peipus and Pskov t o join forces advancing from t he s outh and reach a 

point 18 miles southeast ot Tartu. The main Soviet Vistula bridgehead 

south or Warsaw """ widened by the capture or Sandanien; three German 

divisions were encircled north or the city. 
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The War Otp&rt11111nt hao ac:hedulod. the l04th Infantry Oivieion I 
(llajor General ferry 11. J.llen) !or 110v-nt to the UX on or a!tar I 
lJ .luguat 1944. 

1 . Durl.n;l the ni&llt of 16-17 AU6USt 806 IW" boa:.bers attacked. 

Stettin and K1o1. Twenty llooquito b0101bore attacked. Berlin; others 

ra.id.ed synthetic oU plants 1n Geno&ny and. an air<!roc:o 1n Holland. 

Fil'ty-aevon b<llbera laid ainu 1n the Balt.ic and ott the wet cout of 

France; 202 bcl.bora carried out d1vonion&r7 oweps and flew boaber 

oupport patrol8. Sixteen bo:abera were loot . 

Q1 16 AU6U8t the AE.lF fln 2,660 sorties in slipport c! ground. 

operations in Franco, d.estroying two enemy aircraft for a loss ot two 

bCll:lboro and ten fiahtera . 

A<IYerae weather condition& provontad eporationa by 6th .ur 
Force heavy boabera on 17 .luguat; appraxil:atelT 620 fighters attacked 

rail and transportation t&ri;ots 1n Prance . 

2 . the Third J.rrq continued ita drin toward the Seine durlna 

the 24-hour period ending at noon on 17 AU6ust, the Xll Corps capturing 

Orloana and Chataaudun, the XX COrps b'Hinl Chartns, and the XV Corpa 

takiug ~. OUr Firat Aray, aoppinc up ..,..,. '""""""'to 1n the ... otorn 

end of the Flen- Falaiae pocket, occupied l'rooaontal despite oti!t 

- 1-
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resistance by the Germans . British Second Army unit s occupied Floro , 

captured St. Honorine La Chardonne, and reached the Rouve , Other 

Britioh and Canadian columns advanced t o the general aouthwast- northeast 

line throuah Falaiae, captured by Canadian infantry dur ing the morning . 

Canadian armored units seized crossings over the Divas; Polish armored 

units uptured Courcy nearby and two other vil.lages on the · southeast t ip 

of the Canadian aector. British units on tho oaotern end of t he Normandy 

battle line reported general advances of from one to three milee, occu-

pying several villages including Groi ss anville and Troarn . 

126,000 priooners have been captured in the Normandy operations . 

1 . turing tho night of lS-16 August, s a British bombers of the 

Strategi c Air Force attacked an airdrane in the Valence arM; Sa other 

bCOIIbers attacked shipping along the Adriatic coast and targets in 

s outhern France . On t ha f ollowing ds_y 129 B-2S•s raided bridges in the 

Rhona Valley, 529 fighter bombers attacked targets in tbe Toulon~annea 

area, and covared our ground operations . Four lnmdred sixteen other 

aircraft struck at gun posit ions in tha I talian battle area, r ail 

targete in northern I taly, and patrolled the southern France beach­

head, Coastal aircraft attacked shipping south of Venice, wbile 1.6 

111ediUm bombers and fighters of the Balkan A1r Force attacked """'unition 

c!umpo, troop concentrations and eneJ117 t r ansportation in l'ugoelavi.a, 

Greece, and Albania. 

- 2 -
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Reports for 15th Air Force operations on 17 August indicate 

that 346 escorted heavy bombers dropped 656 tons of explosives on 

three oil refineries 1n the Ploesti area and an airdrome at Nis (l'lgo­

olavia) . Two enemy aircraft '"'re deotro;red and 18 of our bombers and 

four f:lebters are missing. 

2. VI Corps units of our Seventh An\Y advanced natward during 

17 Augu.ot capturing Draguignan, Lorguea, Besse, Garnoules, and Cuers . 

Resistance continued to be l :leht. American casualties to midnight of 

15-16 August were 198 killed, captured and miosing, and 399 wounded. 

Appreximate1;y 2, 8oo priooners had been taken . 

The French II Corps commenced landing late on 16 August. 

J, Tbare was no substantial change in the aituation in Italy 

during 17 Augu.ot. 

ASIATIC TH&ArER 

1 . During 15 August, Chinese troops drove back a Japaness 

counterattack at Lungling but suffered heavy casualti es. Heavy 

fighting continued around Tengeh\UlS. 

In llanipur on 16 August British patrols were active to tho 

Sunle River, 21 miles ooutb of TII!!U. On the Tiddill> Road, British 

forward eleaents advanced to a point seven mllea aouth of llaltonjang. 

2 . General CheM&ult's reports for 14 August list mora than 80 

sortioa nown ag&inllt tho city of ~ and road and river trattic 

in that area. That night eight heavy booobera on a """ep of f'onloaa 

- J -.. - ... .... , .. 
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Strait ant.\ the South Ch1n& Sea harassed an eneJ!IY convoy, Four B-2u' e 

bombed Takao Harbor (Formoea), a Jap naval base in the Pescadoree 

Ialands, and the naval docks at Hongkong . The following day, 12 B-25 ' e 

attacked Kutkai on t he Bunla Road, and 45 f:lahter e operated over the 

Salween River front. 

PACIFIC !liD SOUT!li'fmT PACIFIC THE.!.T!:RS 

1. During 16 Auguat, 46 bcabere hit the JJiti (l:lalmallera) airdrane 

and destroyed lJ enSJ!IY aircraft. Small numbers of B-2u • s raided Fais 

and Palau Islands in the Carolinee and shipping off Timor and in llnao 

Ouli. One hundred twenty~th.reo sortie• were nown against targeto in 

northern New Guinea. 

During the preceding day targets on Bougainville, N...,. Ireland, 

and New Britain were attacked by more than 170 sorties of Solomons-based 

aircraft. 

2. Twent~three Central Peci!ic bombers hit Truk rlth 57 tons on 

lJ August. One of S<JIIO so'ftln intarcepting fighters wu destroyed. 

EASrERN FROI!T 

Nortbaaet of Gumhinnen the Rllseians fought their W110f to the Seaupo 

Ri'ftlr along the border of East Prueeia on 17 .luguat. Only minor ad­

vances were reported elanbere by the Soviet .\rJ!IY. 

- 4-
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l . tltr1ng 15 August the Al.lled Expeditionary Air Foree new 

.31 687 sorties in support ot ground operetions in !'ranee. Unreported 

clams for previous da,ys list 12 (probably lJ) enoacy- planes as des­

troyed; nine (probabl y ll) more were destroyed on the 15th for the 

lose o! 1.3 fighters and one transport . Uore than 1 ,000 bombers of 

the RAF dropped 5, 292 tons on airfields and other targets in the Low 

Count ries and northwestern Oennany with good results. Three b<>obers 

are m1eo1ng . 

During t he 8th Air Foree attacks on airtorce stations and 

airdromes in Oe""an:r, Belgium and Bolland on 15 August, 877 he&>y 

bombers dropped an aggregate bombload of 2, 218 tons . Later reports 

for this operation increased the total enem:Y aircraft destroyed to 

35 (probably .38) . A mieoion o! JJ P-47's a t tacked a rnilroad yard 

south of Brussels with 1.3 tons the same day. 

On 16 Auguot, the 8th Air Force dispatched 1,087 escorted heavy 

bombers to attack aircraft engine plants, synthetic oil plants, and 

bomber assembly and c0111ponont plants in central Oenoaey. The most deter-

mined air opposition in recent weeks wae encountered. Preliminary reports 

indicate thet 31 en8m:Y aircraft, including two Jet-pt-opelled fighters , 

were destroyed for a loss of 23 bomber• and three fighters. 

Flying b<lolb activit y tor the 24- hour period ending at 0600, 

16 August • 99 ware plotted; 4.3 ude landfall; lJ reacb&d London; 39 

nre deetro:l"'d• 

2 . The 'l'hird Jrrt:y drin on Paris gained oullllentum dllring the 24-

bour period ending at noon on 16 August, ito xn, XI and 'A'I Corps 

- 1 -
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report:IJlg gains of 371 21 and 59 miles respectivezy Which carried 

thsm to within eight miles or Orleans, to Chartres and &rOWld Dreux . 

One armored spearhead gained to within 34 miles of the center of 

Paris, Our First Axmy, continu:IJlg to clear the &nen!Y .t'r0111 the southern 

portion of the Flers-Falaise pocket, captured La Ferta llace and 

Tinchebrq, The Britiah Second Al'llly made considerable progress in 

driving the enelll)' fr0111 the northwestern quadrant ot the pocket, pushing 

to within one mile or Flora and to within three miles of the head of 

an American coltmm advanc:IJlg on that city frC7lll the southeast . 

British armor reaching Conde sur Noireau found the town cleared 

o! the eneon;y. The Canadian First Army attack on Falaise pushed to the 

southwest edge of the city. 'l'o the northeast the Poliah 2nd Armored 

Division, operat:IJlg in the Canadian Axmy, """Pt forward to Courcy and 

patrolled south of that town •bile Briti sh units 1 completed the oapture 

of St . Pierre sur Dives and Vimont and patrolled to a general line 

between those towns without contact. 

1 , llur:IJlg the night of lll-lS Auguet, 31 light bombers attacked 

airdr0111es and other installatione in the Rhone Valley. The next day, 

nearzy 1,000 previousq unreported bamber and fighter sorties supported 

our ground and airborne operat ions east o! llaraeille , North of the 

Italian battle ana 466 fighters operated against rail""Y installations 

and gun positional !ift;r-!ive baabers attacked Ravenna and Portomaggiore 

railroad ;yards, and point s along the Italian west coast. Fift;r-one 

other aircraft bit obippin& in the Adriatic and t arget s in Yugoslavia. 
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On 16 AU8Ust the 15th Air Force dispatched ll2 unesco~ed 

heavy bombers to drop 293 tons o! explosives on Rhone Valley railway 

bridges; US escorted heavies dropped 213 tone on the Ober Raderach 

chemical .fact ory near Friedrichsha!en. Two boolbers and one fighter are 

2, All troops of our VI Corps and a canbat ccmmand of the French 

Armored Division were ashore in southern France by the night of 16 August. 

Our forces consolidated and joined their beachheads int o one extending 

eastwards from lzyeres to within four miles of Oe.nnes. Dt-iving inland 

against light resistance American troope joined with the airborne forces 

and advanced to a dspth of tnnt y miles occupying l!,yeres, Le Luo and 

Faye.nce . Bet,.een 1,500 and 2,000 prisoners had been captured, 40 percent 

of whi ch were Russians . Unloading was proceeding considerably ahead of 

schedule . There was little enem;y air activity; our P-38 1 s shot down one 

ene1:11 plane . 

Parachutists supporting the landings in southern France on the 

previous day dropped eucceestull:y through a h8avy fog. This ·•as made 

possible through the uoe or radar equipnent and through tbe skill and 

training o.r the t roop carrier crewe . 

3. During l6 August 1 activit y on the Italian front was ljJnitec:l to 

patr olling. Allied forward units reached Pianello. 

ASIATIC THEAi'ER 

l, During 14 August on the Salween front, Chinese troops attacked 

t he Japs at !.ung1ing and Tengchung . Heavy fighting was in progress at 

l aet report. 
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2. Fi.ft.y-.seven oedium and f1<i:ht er bombers operated against tergets 

chiefly along the Burmese rail~ """t and north of l!andalay dl.lring 

1) Auguet. The noxt dey, )6 B-25'• effectively bombed l.!awlaik, on the 

Chindwin, and attacked river ehipp:l.ng to the north. Other air missions 

raided enemy installations in the fiddim area and attacked tactical 

targets south of Wyitkyina. 

PJ.CIFIC AND SOUTIMST PACIFIC TH&A.TE!lS 

1. During 14 AU8ust, 12 B-24• • bo10bed the MJli'II'8Y8 at Bal>o; that night 

a B-24 harassed De.vao. The noxt day Allied aircraft continued to attack 

targets in northern and western NOY Guinea. Thirty- two B-24 ' s and 1) 

B-25'• attacked supply areas, shipping and an airfield in the Bal.mahera 

area, sinking a small freighter, seven 1"8gers and three supply-laden 

sailboats, and destroying three large '!llll"ehousas , a jetty and !ive en810y 

plan••· A. reconnaissance B-24 damaged a ),000- ton vessel southwest o! 

Boeroe. The previous day, 176 sorti es of Solomons-based planes bit targets 

on Bougeinville, New Ireland and New Sri tain . 

2. During 14 August, 22B-241 s pounded Iwo Jima 'll'ith 55 tons ; 12 

B-25 ' • hit Pagan nth 12 tons and eight P-l.7 ' s attacked antiaircraft 

positions on Rota . In tbe lla.rsballa , llarine dive bombers and fighters 

raided gun ..,plsc..,ents on lli.lle . Four llavy bombers hit Nauru. A.noy 

B-25'• attacked Ponape. In these operations two B-24'• were lost, one 

as a reoult or a phosphorus bomb attack. 

Northeaot of Valka tho Soviets edvanced six miles on 16 August. 





II! :t!8tl71'D 
iL Lett•r , t-S-72 

Seven mllea northea.ot ot Warsaw Germ&n attack• drove the Ru .. i&na out 

of Osoow. In the aouthormost brid&ehead over the Viatula Soviet 

troops broke into tho town of S&ndaoiert where atreet-fightinl 1a 1n 

Prosre••-
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WESTERN IIENISPH&RE 

During the night or 12-13 August, two B- 2L's of the lltb Air 

Force attoclced targets 1n the northern Kurilos . 

1 . During the 8th Air Force attacks on lL August (reported yesterday) 

against targets 1n Franco and sout hern Gennany, 1,088 heavy bOC>bera 

dropped 2, 89) tons; fighter-bomber missions expended LO tons against 

toctical targets . Three heavy bombers and tour righters are C>iaoing . 

On 15' August, 930 escor tod heavy bombers of the 8th Air Foree 

at tacked seven Luftwaffe stations and four airdroces in Belgium, Holland 

and western Gennany. Twenty-two enemy aircraft were destroyed, lL in 

the air and e1ght on tho ground; 16 or our banbers and three r~ters 

are missing. 

RAF banber o during 14 August, dropped 3, 997 t ons of explosives 

astride t.he caen-Fala.ise road near Pot1gny in support or ground operations , 

attacked Brest shipping with over 1 , 000 tons and hi t the Bordeaux port 

area witb 79 tone . l.!osquitoes raided Berlin, dropping 19 two- ton bombs . 

Five heavy b<>l:lbere and three escorting fighters failed to r et urn . 

Durin<: the.. 24- bour period ending 2100, lL August , the Allied 

Expeditionary Air Force, in 31 307 support sorties , ope.rated against rail­

way facilities, road bridges, an ammunition dump and gun positions in 

northern France . Only 5'4 aircraft sorties were reported . Sixteen (probably 

25') ene.y planes wore destroyed !or t ho loss of 21 fighters . 

Flying bomb activity !or the 24 hours ending 06oo, 15' August : 

5'1 l aunched, 19 cade landfall, 10 r oached London; 14 •;ere destroyed. 
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2. IAirino: l$ August .American troops occupied Dinard . Our Third 

Arey sll11'ted the wsi<Jht of 1 ts attsck to tho east and XII and XX Corps 

armond units gained to within hS miles or Orleans and 23 r.tiles of 

Chartres . The XV Corps also changing direction to the east started a 

drive on Dreux . On our First Arey front the VII and XIX Corps advanced 

!our oiles into the southwest corner of the Flers-Falaise pocket to 

occupy Domtront . 

On the British Second Arey front the XXX Corps occupied Vasey 

and, to the east , cleared St . Vigor-des-Uezerets of the enemy; other 

units advancing toward the Noireau River captured Clecy and St . Denis­

de· llere against heavy resistance . Tha British Y.II Corpe scored rapid 

gains to occupy Leffard, four miles northwest of Falaise . 

The Canadian First Army also advanced rapidly toward Falaise 

froc tho north and northeast; its n Ccrps was three miles from tho town 

after occupying PotiBI'Y, Epancy and Sassy. The British I Corps drove 

eastward cepturino: the high ground overlooking St . Pierre-sur-Dives . 

l. Durino: the night o! 13-lh August, 57 Allied heavy bambera attacked 

()enoa port . Final reports on 011r lL August operations indicate that SJ8 

heavy bODbars attacked about SO coastal gun positions in the Toulon and 

Savona~enoa areas , while lhh fighter bOOilbel'S attacked r adar stations and 

observation posts in northwestern Italy and sou them France . F1.ve heavy 

bcabera and three fighters !ailed to return; one anomy plane waa destroyed. 

Nearly 400 medium and fighter bCIIlbers of the Tactical Air Force 

attacked defensos 1n southern France . OVor northern Italy bocber and fighter 
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miasiono, totalling 350 sorties , continued to attack bridges, fUel 

dumps, communication lines and tactical targets; planes of the 

Coastal and Balkan Air Forces struck Cannes and other targets along 

tho Ligurian and Yugoslavian coast• l"espectively . Throe aircraft 

are missing from t~~se operat ions . 

During tho night of 14-15 August, 55 British bombers attacked 

shipping and dock facilities at Warseille; one bomber is missing . 

The next day, 394 escorted heavy bombers of the 15th Air Force 

supported our landings by bombing beaoh defenses; they also attackod 

bridges in the ~one Valley. One hundred seventy-one medium bombers of 

tho Tactioal Air Force also supported our invaeion forces . Six heavy 

'bombers and seven fighters aro missing from these operations . 

2. Assault waves of t he US Seventh Amy, landing from an invasion 

force of over 1 , 000 ships , captured beachheads along the coast of southern 

France between Toulon and Cannes on the morning of 15 August against light 

opposition. Very effective air and naval boQba~nts prepared the way 

and all three US assault divisions reported the successful breaching of 

beach defenses . Prior to dawn Allied airborne units nre dropped astride 

the Argens River and Caomando troops captured the lle du Levant, lle de 

Port Cros, and seized positions on Cape Negro . Slight resistance was 

encountered by our airborne troops in the Le ~ area . There """ no air 

opposition durina the entire operation. 

3 . During the perind ending at noon, 15 August, there was an 

increase o! en""'Y patrolling io the Fifth Amy sector elOllll the Arno 

River sector of the Italian Cl-ont . On the Eight h Anoy !ront there was 
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little change . We continued to aid the civilian population aa our 

positions in Florence :Improved. A patrol t o the summit of II. Acuto 

made oo contact . In the Apennines, a force !rom the Polish II Corps 

p.rogreased to within three miles or Cagll . 

ASIATIC THEATER 

l. Chinese troops repulsed heavy Japanese attaclo".s in the south 

corner of Tcngchung during 1.3 August . The .follcnnng day, on the l.togaung 

front, Chinese .forces occupi ed a village a1x miles east of Taungni. 

2. On 12 August, .39 medi1110 bomber s and fight ers struck Hengyang 

rail. installations and inflicted hea11)' casual ties on troop concentrations 

in the surrounding area . Twelve fighters on a euccessful Yangtze shipping 

sweep also s hot down three of 20 interceptil)g Japanese planes . lfines 

were laid o!f Formosa . In tho Yallow River area nine fighters attacked 

airfields at Loyang , barracks at Yuncbsng and a radio station at Puch011 . 

Tlle next dsy, 16 modium ba!lbers over the Salween tront attacked storage 

areas at Lungling while .36 .fighters attacked tactical t argets . Japaneoe 

bombers call8ed minor damage at our Liangshan, Klltlllin and Hanchung airfields 

in attacks <hlring tho nigbts o! 12 and lJ Augll8t. 

PACIFIC AIID roUT!t'IEST PACIFIC Tl&i'EBS 

On 14 August Allied ligbt and fighter bombers attacked bivouacs 

and supply dumps in tho Wewak area and shipping north of Ka:lmana . 

lledillm bambera dsstroyad aigbt large sailboats off Coram and bombed 

warobouaos , a radio station and mall shipping p.t '!'ornate Isl.and ( Hallllahora) . 
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Six B-2u'•• continuing the raids on Wasile ~. destrqyed three 

gun poa1t1orus . 

The previous dey 1 187 Solanons- based mediwn.a and fighters 

att acked targets on Boug&inville , tlll'll' Ireland and tlew Britain . 

EASTERJI FmliT 

Red Army forces advanced west from the Pskov area to within 1h 

miles of Valks. railroad junction on 1.$ Auguet . Elsewhere the eastern 

front remained essentially unchanged. 
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&i&ht B-21.' a or the lith Air Force and tour Nnvy mediUI:I bombora 

• t ruck Kurlle tlraoto during the nl.sht or 1.3-14 August and the tollO'I<· 

1ng day (tarset titr.e); ot approxieatel7 lS' enwq interceptors, three 

{pr<>bal>l.J' •l.&ht) wore cleetro)'ed; one or our plan•• reported eQ~;ine 

trollb1e and h .. cled tor &elltral territo!Y. 

1 . Ulrl.ng the njght o! 12-1) Allgllst, &.1 RAP banhera dropped 

more than 2,400 tons ot bc:lobs en varioua lliaaiona in t.be Brunawick, 

Kiel and Franlcrut districts ot Gen:w!,Y, and on the Falaiae road net 

u well aa baal> sites in France. The next <11,7 29 baobero hit the .W.· 

IIID.rine peno at Brest with 17$ tans . On the njght of 13-14 A~>guat, 28 

l!osqllitces dropped 44 tens of baoba an Hannover, while 14 heavy bCI:lbera 

a t tacked an ell storage depot at Bordeaux. Nine {probably 18) enemy 

aircraft ware destroyed in these operations; the ~ lost SO bomblrt . 

Dllrin;, tbe period e:>dina at 2100 on 1) ~t, the Allied 

Expeditionary Air Force tlew a total or 2,5'97 eortiea a;:ainst .,.., 

cQz\lllicatiOIUI and other !ac111ties. Sewn (probably e1£ht) enQJ~" air­

cr aft nre destroyed; our loues nre six boolbers and 14 other aircratt . 

The 8th Air Foree heavy banblra , a t tacking torget s at St . ltalo, 

highways along the Seine and other objectivu in nor thern France durin& 

1.) Augus t , dropped 2, 6$) tans of b0111ba, while the !iahter b0111blr1 dropped 

another .340 tona. Twelve b<&bera and l3 fi&htera are llliasU. . 

Preliainary raports tor 11 Ausuat state thet 1 ,187 baal>era and 

670 ! 1ahtera n re diapatchecl aaainat a irdranea and factories in southern 
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O.nr""'J', and a.il"dromes, bridges and railroads in France . Thirteen 

ene~ey aircraft. were dsotrn;yed for a loss or eJ.eht or our plan.es . 

Flying boob activity for tho 24- hour period ending 0600, 

lL August: of 64 plotted, 32 made landfall and 14 reached London; 

34 were destroyed. 

2. No substantial chsnges in the situation in Brittany were 

reported during the 24-hour period ending at noon on 14 August . To 

the east, hOTiever, our Third end First Arcies continued their enveloping 

movooent, advancing eastward and northeastward against light opposition . 

Our XII and XX Corps drove east from the Le llans area, advancing more 

then 20 miles, toward Orleans sod Chartres, while to the north our XV 

Corps captured Sees and pushed into Argentan. In the First Amy sector 

our VII Corps gained ground northuat of Lassay and our XIX and V Corps 

continued to advance east of J.lortain . Tr.e British Second Army cleared 

Le Theil and Donnay end captured Thury Harcourt. The Canadien First 

Arcly, continuing to drive southeastward toward Falaise, startsd a new 

attack north of that city. 

1 . American, British and French troops, strongly supported by 

Allied Air Forces began lending from Atlericm1, British and French ships 

on the French Riviera earl y th!.s morning . 

2 . During the night or 12-13 August, 54 Britieh bombers attacked 

the Haj du Boozormeny eirdrane in Hungary. FJ.ehtar and light bombers 

- 2 -
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harassed tal-gets in nort!lern Italy and along tile French coast as far 

as Toulon . 

On 13 August there was intense activity by tho lloditcrraneon 

Allied Air Force t hroughout its entire area . DetaUs of thG misoions 

against gun positions and bridges in southern France and northern Italy 

(reported yesterday) sh.O'If thet $49 heavy bcmbers escorted by 169 P-?1 ' s 

attecked,' dropping 1 , 522 tons of bombs . In e>ther missions 260 medium 

bombers attacked gun positions between ~se1lle and Toulon; 146 fighters 

and f18hter bcmber s hit thG !Jontelimar airdrane and radar instt1l.J.at i ons 

in the ~se1lle area. lo!ore than 2,100 sort ies were made by the 

lleditorranoan Allied Air Force during tho 24 hours to 1800, 13 August; 

these included tho support of our gr ound forces and swoops beyond the 

Adriatic . Twont;y-eigbt B-171s dropped 84 tons on tergets at Pee (Yugoslavia) . 

Five (p.robably seven) enem.y aircraft were destroyed at a cost of two 

heavy bombars and seven other aircraft . 

On the morning of 14 August a force of 395 beavy boo:lbers and 

fighters dropped 874 tons on gun positions along the French- Italian 

Riviera; in the afternoon o.n additional m1asion of 288 bcmbers and fighters 

ns sgain dispatched to attock gun pos itions . Four bcmbers and three 

f ighters are miasing . 

3 . There wes no ch&nge in thG situation on the Italian front during 

the 24 hours ending at noon on 14 August . In Florence, where the enemy 

was holding the northern part of the city, Fascist snipers were acti ve . 

4. Our use of Ancona is indicated by t he diacharge of 17,217 tons 

of supplies during t ho week ending 12 August . 
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$. The 'lrar Depart..ent has authorised another clll:lJ"lign etar, to 

be worn on the aervice ribbon by participants in tho •Rome-Arno• 

cmpaign which beaan 22 January 19W.. 

ASIA TIC TKE.\TIR 

1 . The final ueess::ent of the B-29 atrike against S~&&tra on 

10 AUI!Wit a howl that one plane was loet . In the attack on Japan tho 

s=e <11\y one plane landed on our oide or the battle l1ne 1n central 

China; one plane ie still unlocated but part of its cr ew dropped into 

friendly tarritory . 

2 . On ll and 12 August aore than 90 !i&hters of the Eaatem .lir 

Co=and operated a.:;ainet am;;;w,ition dulipa, river t.raftic , bri•• and 

other target a 1n the Arakan, Ch1ndw1n and Bha:o areas . 

PACIFIC AIID SOUTH\"IEST PACIFIC THEATERS 

1 . On Uoemt'oor we repulsed three enc:a,y counterattacks c!ur1n& 

1.3 J.uiust; at l.!att1.n Bo.7 our pat rols encountered beaVJ opposition at 

Surar Creek . Near Aitepe one battalion occupied the IakamW. area 

and patrolled beyond. 

L1ght and fighter ~bera continued to harass anomy positions 

noar Wonl< . Thirty-eight B-24 ' s dropped 60 tons on llanol<wari whlle 

fighter ~bera raided t he Habir e and Babo areu. !line B-24 ' 1 b011bed 

cape Chater airclr<looe and 16 B-2$' a b<abed L&nuoer airdra!!e (ltai lalanda) 

u well u barrack• and atora;;e areu at 'lruUe Say (Balaahara) . .1. B-24 

raided !Coror Ioland (hlau) . 
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D.>ring 12 August, 190 Solanons-baoed planes attacked targets 

on Bougainvllle, !lew Britain and !lew Ireland. 

2. D.>r~ 11 and 12 August, Jl O Central Pacific fighters and di vn 

bombers s t ruck Al!.lle with a total baDbload of 107 tons . l:Uring the 

same per iod two Navy bo:nbors hit Taroa and ElnidJ ( Jaluit) 1 12 medium 

bombers hit an airfield on Ponspe and six Arcy &-24's attaCked Wotje , 

Pagan and Rota were at tacked on 12 August by 42 land-based 

bombers and fighters . Otu.chi J ima, in the Bonino, wss struck by 16 

~ B-24•s which attacked the airfield and shipping near the seaplane 

base . 

The attack on lol1l.le continued on 1) August, 19 planes nit Nauru 

and 12 P-h7 1s barassed Rota. 

East of Valka the Soviets advoncod 1' cdloo along the Valka-Pskov 

railroad during 14 August. llortbwest of Bialystok Rod forces occupied 

t ho fortified town of Ooawiec; heavy fighting took place in the Staszow-

ll1e1ec sector. 
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1 . During 12 August, 598 heavy bombers of the 8th Air Foree , 

eseortsd by ) 86 fighters, dropped l , uJ) tons of explosives on the 

marshalling ysrds at !.let~ and on airdromes near Paris , in t he Chalons­

Neney area and at Toulouse . In a fighter bomber operation against 

French railroad targets 850 planes SMttered 281 tons over a 'lfide 

area . Seventeen en~ aircraft were destroyed for n los s of 24 planes . 

The same day 17 J bombers of the RAF dropped 712 tons or heavy 

bombs on the submArine pens at Brest , La Pallice, and Bordeaux and on 

en ammuniti on dump near Tcrura; eight 12, 000-pound bombs 'll'ere dropped 

on Brest. T'll'enty- fivo Mosquitoes attacked tlfo groups of vessels ott 

Royan end northwest of tho Gironde, sinking one end dal:laging four 

others; t wo or the Mosquitoes were lost . 

Reperts of the Allied Expeditionary Air Foree for the 2u- hour 

peri od ending at 2100 on 12 August show that a total of ) , 422 sorties 

wore !l011t1. Five (probably six) en""Y aircraft nre destroyed; our 

losses 1Yere 25 bombers of various types and one transport. Included 

in the above figures are 857 sorties by bombers wbicb dropped more than 

65'0 tons of bombs on a bri dge over the Seino north o! Pnris and various 

other targets including enemy lines of supply and avenues of withdrawal . 

The advance report of 8th Air Force oper ations tor l) August 

states that 1 , 260 bOOlbers and 196 f i ght ers mre dispatched to attack 

enemy gun positions near St , l!alo and bighways leading to the Seine in 

r ear of the enemy l ines , 'I'Nel ve bombers were lost, A total of 1 , 018 

!~hters in two other 1:1ieeions swept road and rail transport 1n the sace 

- 1 -
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area llitb bQ!IbS and machine-gun fire, at a cost of three pl8J1es . 

Flying bomb activity for the 24-hour period ending 060o , 

13 August : of 6l plotted, 26 made landfall and 13 reached London; lS 

were destroyed. 

2, there was no substantial change 1n the situation in Brittany 

during the 24- hour period ending at noon on 13 August . To the aast, 
• 

however, armorad and infantry columns of our First and Third Andes 

scored large gains south and southwest of Argenten; at last report , 

French and A'llerican amor pressina their anvalopina movement ,-;est and 

e!l8t of t!lat t01'111 wore llit!lin 20 cdles of the Canadian units advancina 

toward Falaise . 

The Briti sh Second Army reported advances in all corps sectors . 

Southeast of Vire the British were four miles from Tinchebray while to 

the east other columns pushed to llithin three miles of Conde sur !loireau. 

Adjoining units of the Briti sh Second and Canadian First Armi es advanced 

from two to four l!liles . There was no change in tho situation on the 

eastern end of the bottle line; its extr..,ity is now bald by Belgian and 

Dutch contingents . 

1. Five hundred fifty-six !Ieavy bombers of t he lSth Air Forcs hit 

32 anomy gun positions along t he Uediterranean coast from Genoa to Sete 

on 12 August , drappi.n<l 1,374 tons o! b<llllbs while 102 fighter bombers 

raided radar stations alons tbs coast or soutbern France . Two hundred 

thirty- six medium banbera attaalo!d gun positions 1n the Saint Trope. 

- 2 -
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and Canneo areas, and 24 light btmbors hit a fuel dw:lp at l!ondovi . 

!.lore than 300 fighters hit gun positions, radar stations , and dock 

iostallations along tbe Ligurian coast . llorth of the Italian battle 

area nearly 400 fighter& raided rail iostallations, shippio;: on the 

Italian east coast , and other targets incl uding the yards at Faenza 

and Ravenna. Two enemy aircraft were destroyed during these operations ; 

we lost 17 heavy banbors and 11 other planes . 

On 13 August, the l 5'th Air Foree dispatched 639 bombers and 

fighters with 1, 613 tons of bombs against gun positions and br idges io 

southern France and northern Italy. Eight b0111bers and one fighter are 

missing . 

2 . N!G officers of the Eighth ~entered Florence beyond the Arno 

on 13 August attar Partisan forces hed cleared the city of Fascist rasis tance . 

There was no change io the situation on the other sectors of the trans-

Italian £ront , 

3. JUddle East mediwo bombers raided Karlovasi !!arbor, Samoa, for 

tho second eonseoutivo night during 11-12 August . Eight fighters swept 

an airfield at Kastali, Crete . 

ASIATIC TIIEATER 

1 . 14th Air Foree operations for 11 !ugust included 62 sorties 

over the Hengyang- Tungtio;: Lake area in support of ground operations . 

During 12 August, ten ortensive sorties wore flcr.m in the Salnen erea 

'lfhere troop carriers dropped 64 t ono of tood and ammunition to Chinese 

ground forces . 
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2 . J:Qrl.ng 12 August, British troops on tho llanipur floont advanced 

to a point lh miles east of Tamu; other forces reached ll&itonjang , 24 

miles southeast of Churachandpur . 

PACIFIC A.'lll SOU'l'R'Io'EST PACIFIC THEATERS 

!luring 12 August, light and tighter bombers continued to neutralize 

the Wewak area. Ten B-24 ' s banbod the Babo airdrome, 11bil.e mruU.1 missions 

C of lighter aircraft struck tho Geolvink Bay and Sele Strait areas . 

West of New Guinea eleven B-24 ' s attacked the Langgoer airfield (Kai 

Islands) . A single night B-24 sank a J , OOO- ton freighter in Davao 

Gulf end scored a direet hit on a 3,000- ton freighter and fired a sea-

truck in Kaoe Bay. Two enemy raids on Owi Island the previous n:~<:ht 

destr oyed one Allied plane ru!d damaged eloven others . In 1 n sorties ' 

Solomons-based planes uintained their attacks on targets in Bougainville, 

N"" Britain and New Ireland on the 11th . 

c EASTERN Fllll/T 

On lJ August the Soviet drive west of Pskov continued, advances of 

1) miles being scored on a 20-mile front . '!'he Red Anl>ies advance toward 

Lo!:oza gained five miles on a broad front against determined German 

rosistsnco . Near Sanok German counterattacks forced the Red forces 

back at one point . 
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llediwll bomcero or the llth Air Fore<~ sank • J&pMOSO picket boat and 

da.'llaged llnother ott the northem Kurllee durin& 12 August (target tl.me) . 

1 . tw-in& the ni&bt o! 10-ll August, 86b RAP b<abera dropped 1 , .)10 

tone on oU etorage tanka at La Palli ee an<! Bordeawc and on the Dijon raU 

center . Thirty-one l.loaquitoea dropped W. tone on Berlin and three heavy 

bombers hit Br ... en with l S' tone , Two b011bera ftTI lost durin~ these 

operations; auprcrtin& aircraft thot down cne en81\J" plane. Two e081\Y 

nssels in " convO)' o!! W~haven nre aunlc and others ba<llT da:o..qed. 

The following dlly l'..u' ba:lbors tln over 5')0 sorties, droppU. nore 

than 3,000 tons or baaba on five raU contere in France , aulnarine pens at 

Bordeaux and La Pall1ce, and bomb s i tes i n the Pas de Calaio; 390 tiaht•r 

sorties were tlown to support these mieaiona . The nieht or ll- 12 Aurust, 

187 bo<.bera attacked the Oivors raU junction eoutb or J.yon and )2 !.toequito 

barbers hit Berlin with 47 tons or baabe or which 20 were h, OOO-pounc!ere . 

A ad.ssion or lla bc.bere wu tlmm to loor sea ainea in tbe lnlters otr 

La Pallice and in the 01ronde River. 

On ll Auguet the 9th Air Force attacked ammuniti on and fuel dumpa 

and bridges in Franco with 265 ba!lbers and 119 fi&htera, l osins one b<llllber 

and eight tig)ltere . 

IW-ina the 8th Air Force operations or ll Au,~t over France and 

~. nearl1 2,1.00 tona or bombs ...... dropped. Five 8ru!S,7 planu .... 

a hot down !or a lou or dx bcmbere and one ri&hter . 
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2. 4t noon on 12 Aull\lrl tho onomy otUl hold out at Brost and 

Lor ient and in tho oitodel of St . llalo . Dur~ the previous 24 hours 

US t r oope advanced to the north and nortlmlot or I.e IIana bypaninc 

Alencan and roachinc a point five aUeo . oouth o! .lrgent.n. In the 

Yicinity o! llortain our !oraoa ude general g&ina or !'rca one to throe 

lliles, czplatal,y clearinB that city. On the front of the Britilh 

Second AriD,y eeveral local gains ...,re NdeJ a pocket of en""'Y rea1atance 

east of Vire waa cleaned out, an advance wae ~~de to the south o! 

St. Pierre La Vioillo, Tbury-Barcou.rt waa cleared of the en&:\Y, and 

Esson and Boie llalbout nre taken. Troope or the Fir~t C&nadian Anrf 

:.ade sll.&ht s•ina to the aoutheut reaching La B1 sur l!ouvres. 

1 . ~.ring the njght or l O-ll August atratesic bOIIIbers of the 

llediterranaan Allied .ur Force dropped 110 tons on the Kraljovo r&U­

road ;pards and -d 78 mines 1n tb& Danube River. On ll A.u,,'~ot in 

apite o! un!&Yorablo wo&tber 74 B- 26'a ot tho Tactical .ur Force 

etrectivel¥ bOIIbod 8\111 positions 1n aouth rn France, end 47 baabero 

and ttshter- boal'•re attacked rail linea and otlwr tarsete in northern 

I tal,y, while 44 ti&htere carried out armod patrols . Twent y- tour 

planes of tho Ball<&n .ur Force flew o.tronaivo onepe atteckincl rail 

tranaport over 'XIJ&oalorta. One Spitfire 1o aiaaing . 
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2. By 1200 or 11 Auguot Br1.tleh !ielltll ~ troopa h.od advancecl 

into the oaatern outskirts of Flo~once; Wantry and ara:o~d unita hac! 

entered and cloa~d Empoli . Pcliah troops eaptured and occupied Frontone . 

ASIATIC THEA T'BR 

l. Sll.&llt aaina an 11 A~t were ude b7 A.llied .l'oreea aouth or 

I~ in the ~)'itk;yina area aa n11 aa in the vicinity ot Tamu and 

along the Tidd.lm Road on the llaniput- tront . 

2. Durina 9 August and the followiJ18 nl.&ht the East em Air C~and, 

in sa:e 20 sot-ties , attacked river craft, road and rail traffic at 

varioua point. chiel'ly in westem lluri<4 and on the Irr"""dey RJ.ver. On 

10 Auaust rbar craft on the Irrnac!d;y and various ta.t;;ato on the ~pur 

and 117itk)'ina mnta were a t tacked in the courae ot the 61 ef fective 

tactical aot-ti•e reponed, 

Uore than 70 sorties h1 14th Air Fct-ce .,ediu:n bocbna and 

ti8htars pounded the Hengyana area <lllrina 9 Auauot, del:l&gi.ng ene"')' 

transportation, blooldng roads and knocldng out sun positiono. Five 

tl.DJters raided ahipping in the Gull of Tonal<ina, cla:=a&1na nuMroue aull 

crart. That nl.&ht 12 B-24' • mnecl l!cllckona !!arbor and the rivet- e1Jtu&l"1 

at Canton; one B- 24 ia mJ.aaina. ~ 10 Auguat mine tightere raided 

a ropot"ted Japanese dr trdning eentet- at TaiyuM in the north Yell"" 

River bend, cloatro7ina 21 !ightero and throe tranopot"t planes on tha 

ground and t wo ti&htera in the air. 

~ 11 Aucu!Jt, 2J B-24 • a hit the city of Changshe with 

axeellant reaulta . One plane waa loiJt but the crew waa aavecl. In air 

operaticno on tho ro11cnr River trent three Japan••• plane• were deotroyed 

without Allied loaa . 
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PACIFIC ~ SOU'l'HWEST PACIFIC TIIEA'I'ERS 

1 , American units in t he Cape Sanaapor region advanced townrd 

the Koor River during 11 August Without opposi tion; to tha east the l:lain 

body o! enemy troops rel:l&ining on Noem!oor ..,.. surrounded. Only ""'all 

groups of enemy stragglers were encountered in the Drinumor area near 

Aitape . 

US medium , light and fight e r banbers again attacked enemy 

instsllations and v11lages in the l'le~ area. Australian P-liO ' s 

ll1rnished an air cover !or our Cape Sansapor oper ations in addition to 

bombing and oacbine-gunniog targets of opportunity south o! ~anokwari. 

A mission of 23 A-20 • s on anti-shippinz swaeps o!f Uterom sank several 

enemy barges and ! our luggers; two planes were lost , B- 25 1 a raiding 

shipping off Halmabera daMaged a 3,000-ton freighter, sank one seatruck, 

two l uggers and .four barges, and destroyed ten seaplanes at Lolobata. 

A B-24 on night reconnaissance attacked 'll'lla:rves at Datto in t he Philippines . 

Nine B-25 ' s attacked targets at Langgoer, Til:lor . 

A OS Infantry Battalion, reinforced, landed north of the .,outh 

ot the Jaba River on Bo.>gainv111e , 

On 10 August air l:lissions ~ more tban 180 of our planes based 

in the Solanons attacksd targets on Choiseul, Bougainv111e , New Britain 

and New Ireland. 

2, During the night of 9-10 August and the following ~ three 

llavy banbers harassed Jaluit, l!111s and Wotjo, six other medium bombers 

hit both airstrips on llauru, and 125 lighter aircr aft revisitod llille, 

-1.-
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pouncliJig gun positions with W. tons of explosives . Tho Ponape air-

field waa attacked by a Navy search plane . 

) . Cluam casUAlties to l&lo on 11 August were reported as follows : 

1,219 killed, .5, 726 wounded, 327 missing . 11,121 ene:uy dead have been 

counted and 87 prisoners of war taken . 

EASTERN FRONT 

Durin;: 12 August small Soviot advD.ncea were r.lllde at several points 

along the northern portion of their line, the principal gains being 

those west of Pskov, in the vicinity of Riga, and between Bialystok and 

War .saw. 

- 5 -



~ DEPAR'OO.NT 

JlAILY OPERATI0:/1\), SL'l.ll.!ARY 

No . 976 

(Y}OQ August 11 to 0700 AUguB t 12, 1944 

7: /)) (-.) 



0 

EUROPE .. - .. 

'- ' 

0 

o­-.. ., .. .. 
e o ..... .. ,. .... 
" "' . .... ... za 
I .... .. 



.! 

LIN[ AI Or 10 
L INE u o r I I 

~ 

NORTHWESTERN FRANCE 
' }. ' '!? .. .. 

.,~,.., 

i ~~ .. 
~~ ,, 
~ "........._ , 

/ f~~-~ ARMY / r~ · ~~~ 

0 

~ 

d! 
:a: .. ., 
" "' • t;l 

t a 
' ... .. 



C ' 

c 

EUROPEAN TFIEATER 

l)EC~ASSIPIEII 
aso Lt t t • r , 5-S-72 

1. On 9 August the 9th Air Force attacked bridges and aJli!!IUl1ition 

and .f'uel <hlmps in France with 402 bombers, 1osinl! 12. Sncort and armed 

reconnaissance missions were flown by 1, 174 fighters which destroyed 

1S (probably 17) enemy aircraft !or a loss ot 12. 

From 2100 9 August to 2100 10 AU&Uat, tho Allied Expedit ionary 

Air Force includ.ing the 9th Air Force flew a total of .) .S66 sorties 

attacking railway installations and various other target s in France; 

four en""'Y planes were destroyed. OUr losses we:re ten bcmbers and 16 

.fighters . Tho RAF Bomber Ca.mand flew 76.3 sorties against flrinl! bO!llb 

sites and fuel depots, losing two planes whila dropping 3, 302 tons ot 

bombs . 

Preliminary reperts o! operations for ll August state that 

439 bombere and 240 fighters of the 8th Air Force were dispatched against 

.f'ucl dumps, airdra.es, and 10arsballing yards in the Paris and ll6lfort 

areas; one bomber and t hree fighters are missing . 'l'>ro hundred twenty-one 

banbers and 96 fighter s loft to attack a .f'uel chnop at Strasbou.rg and 

marshellinl! yards at Strasbou.rg and Saarbrucken. 'l'>ro hundred ninety- five 

bombere and SO f ighters were sent out against targets at Brest . 

Flying b<111b activity for the period ending 0600, 11 August : 

Ot 34 plotted, 16 tlllde landfall, three reached London and 16 were dsstroyed , 

2 . nu1.na the 24- hour period end.ing at noon on ll August the Allied 

!orcas in France continued their enveloping movement, their ri~t flank 

pushing northward b-Qll I.e Ilana while their left flank made additional 

progress toward Falaise . 
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The VUI Corps ot the American Third An!ly, continuinj! ito 

attacks on Brest and Loriant, pushed an armored col= across the Loire 

12 miles south of Manteo . XV Corps infantry ns at last report 22 

miles nor-t.heas t of I.e .t.fa.ne ; a French antlored division is now operating 

in this area . Fi8hting continued 1n St . llalo and Dinard. OUr First 

An!ly made oinor gains in the fighting around llortain and raported a 

general advance ot about two miles in the XIX and V Corps oectors south 

of Vire . An attack by the British First An!ly in the area east of Vire 

gained mar e than a mile despite heavy eneey reoistanco . To the north­

east, Thury Harcourt was being encircled in three mile gains made east 

and west of the town. British patrols pushed through t he Foret de 

Cinglsis and advanced ae far as Barbary. The Canadian First Arrr.;y con-

soli datod i ts !orr.ard positi ons five miles southeast of Bretteville sur 

Laize disposing ot an attack by 20 Oa%1nan robot tanks . On the eastern 

flank infantry repulsed a heavy eneey counterattack and advanced their 

lines thre<! miles east of St . Sylvain . 

1 . On 10 August, 170 fiGhter ba:~bera attacked gun positions, lines 

ot co~ication and aomunition dumps along the Italian coast from Genoa 

to Ventimiglia. Tha Balkan Air Force attacked rail traffic and oil 

storage tanks in Yugoslavia . 

Due to adverse weat her lStb Air force oper ations were cancelled 

on 11 August . 

2 . Litt le activity was reported by the Fifth Army during 11 August . 

( 
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Ql the Eiehth Arm:! tront Blight advances were made against 

stiff opposition near Empoli . At Florence the eneoy was reported to 

have withdrawn north ot the l!ucnone Canal and de:uolished the bridges ; 

our troops have not occupied the city. To the east of the city patrols 

crossed the Arno and returned without contact . 

On the Polish II Corps hoot Castelleone di Suasa was occupied, 

patrols reached Monteper•io without contact; other troops , establishing 

a bridgehead over the Cesano River, advanced without opposition . 

ASIATIC THEATER 

1 . During 6 August planes of the Eastern Ail" CClr.lr.lllDd £lew nearly 

100 sorties attacking road, rail and river t r affic at numsrous points on 

the Arakan, !Aanipur and r.lyitkyina .f'ronts . The following day 20 similar 

sorties were made . 

2. One B-29 is missine hom the heavy bombsr 111iesion against targets 

in Japan, and one went down at sea dur~ t he attack on Slllltatra on 10 August . 

3. British troops captured Taungni on 10 August . Further to the 

east """" progress was made down the Bhamo Road south or 'llaingJnaw. 

PACIFIC Al'ID SOUT!!IIEST PACIFIC TIIEA'l'BRS 

1 . On 9 August, 2L B-25 ' • sank two 2, 000-ton vessels, two sea- trucks, 

e lugger and several ...au craft, and ds:uaged a large freighter and a 

2, 000- ton veesel in a raid on shipp~ at 'llaaile and Kaoe Ba,ys, llalcahera . 

The next day three squadrons of B-2L ' s hit Halmahora, attacking the Oelola 

- J ----
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airdrome; 12 B-24 ' a ba::tbed Lo1obata . Seventeen B-24 1 e dropped 17 toos 

on the I.aha airdrome (lunbon) , while medium ba::tbers raided shippinl: oft 

Cer111:1 and hit Dobo in the Aroe Islands , In the Carolinas 21 B-2h 1 s 

dropped 33 tone on the Yap town ... ea and gun pOsitions While small 

hnvy ba::tber miosiona raided Palau and Woleai. !.lore than ~ fighters 

haraasod villages and shippinl: along the north Vogelkop coast and south 

of Kano~i and, in a surprise raid on the Samate airdrome, inflicted 

heavy casual t ies on enemy troops who were paradina. The Wewak area was 

again attacked. 

On 9 August, l SS Solomons-based aircraft operated against 

t argets on New Br itain, NeiY Ireland and Bougainville . 

2. OUr casualties on Guam up to 9 August were : 1 , 2lL killed; S, 704 

wounded; 329 missing. Ther e were 10, 971 enmny dead; 86 pri eonors o! war 

hsd been taken and seven Jap ci vilians interned. 

3. Three !lavy medium bombers attacked an airfield on !lauru during 

the night of 8-9 August . The next dey 12 escorted medium bombers hit 

the runways at Ponapa, and four bombers again attacked Nauru. other 

aircraft harassed Taroa and llille . 

4 . On 10 August, 18 B-2h's of t he 7t h Air Force hit Iwo Jima in the 

Kazan (Volcano) Islands with 47 tons of bombs on air.t:ialds and install ations; 

at least one e~ aircraft was daatroyed. Twenty P- 47 •a attacked Pagan 

Island (l.!arianas ) airfield with 10 t ons . 

A nn Soviet drivo wes t o! Pskov on 11 August penetrat ed int o the 
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German detena1ve zone for gn1ns up to l S lllilea . 1'ioat of Bialystok 

the Rod Army drove forward 10 mUaa against stift resistance . Polish 

ras1sto.nce within Warsaw appeared to be d1e1otegrat1ng . West o! W.el ec 

and staszow strong and repeated Gorman attecpts to drive the Red !orcas 

back !ailed. 
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l!UROPll.AN THEA TEll 

1 . During the 8th Air Forco attacks on 9 August, 523 hoavy 

bombers dropped a total bombload of 1,29.5 tons . A mission of 129 

fighter bombers attacked rail transportation in Franco at the same 

time. 

The next day 17.5 bombers , escorted by 256 fighters, were 

dispatched against several fuel depots and br idges in the Paris ares. 

Tho same day, 336 fighter bombers attacked railroads batwoen Belfort 

and Parie . ~'ighters elaimad 27 en!IIIIY aircraft destroyed. Two banbers 

and nine fighters are missing . 

During the n1ght of 9-10 August and the following day the RA.F 

dispatched ,522 bombers against three supply duops in central and northern 

Franca and three launcbing sites , Three hundred thirty- two other boobors 

escorted by 183 f18hters, struck at bomb-launching sites and the submarine 

pens at La Pallice, delivering 1 , ,500 tons of bombs . On tbe mission 

against La Pallice, 12 six- ton banbs were dropped, tTro of Which are 

elaimed to have hit their target directzy. 

Flyiag bomb activity for the period ending at 0600, 10 August : 

Of 49 bombs plotted, 29 made landfall and ten reached the London aren. 

Twenty-eight were destroyed. ~·our of the banbs arriving during the JB st 

week car ried incendisry charges . To date 2, 100 bombs have struck Lon:lon; 

casualties now total $, 203 killed and 34, 4l2 injured. 

2 . All corps in tho Bri tieh Second and Canadian First Armies 

reported gains for the 24- hour period ending at noon on 10 August . The 

British Second Army drove southward from tne ~t. Pincon area on a two-



DKCLASUJID 
010 Le\\•~ . o-8- 71 



) 

D!OLASSIPlD 
OlD Lotter , 5-S-71 

division front, advancing more than two miles and capturing the high 

ground west of St. Pierre La Vieille . Further gains were made wost of 

Thury Harcourt while nort~est of that town the British enlarged their 

salient east and south of the Orne to a depth of three miles along a 

five-mile fr.ont; its advance southward was impeded by thick anti--tank 

defenses , The Canadian First Aney broadened the base of its salient 

into the enemy lines by pushing eastwarde to Vimont, St . Sylvain and 

Soignolles . No official r eport on our own activitiea has been received. 

1 . The },{editerranean Allied Air Force flew near ly 1,000 t actical 

sorties during 9 August . A total of lhO medium bombers, supported by 

165 fighters , struck tha railroad bridge at Ventimiglia and an airdrato 

at Bergamo. Fighters and fighter bombers contimled thoir attacks 

88ainst bridges , rall and road transportation in tho Po Valley and 

other targets in the battle arsa , Coastal nnd Balkllll operations continued. 

) Seven or our planes ware lost; claims are six (probably seven) enemy 

aircraft destroysd, three of the:n while on the ground. 

During the night ot 9-10 Auguet, 76 British bombers dropped 

120 tons of explosives on an oil refin.ery at Ploesti; ll bombers are 

clissing . 

Tho next day, 461 B-17• s and B-24' s, escorted by 346 fighters, 

continued the attack on tho Ploeati refinOt"ies with 962 tons . Intense 

antiaircraft fire was encountered in the target area . Sixteen bombers 

and two fighters are missing; ot t he en~ aircraft encountered ono 

- 2 -
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bomber and five fi&hters were dostroyod, 

2, Thoro was l1 ttle cban;;e 1n tho oituation on the Amer ican 

or British fronts 1n Italy during 9 ond 10 August. Eaot of Apennines 

the Polish II Corps, after capturing Seapettano and ~ontcrado, pursued 

the en""'y to the line of the Cesano . 

ASIATIC Tl!Ea.TER 

l. Fifty- throe B-29's were dispatched on 10 August to attack an 

oil refinery at Pa.lombang and other targets in Sumat ra as well as to 

mine tho lloesi River channel between Bangka Streit s and Polombang . 

This involved a round trip or more then J , 600 miles. 

2. A prel:IJninary report states thst on 10 August a for ce of B-29 ' s 

bOCIIbed targets 1n Japan rith good results . Twenty-one attacked Nagasaki 

and one each raidod Sasebo and Y1ngehan. Ono B-29 is !!dosing. 

J , On 8 August s01ne 80 planes or the 14th Air Force operated over 

a rldo area, supporting ground operations near P.engyang , hitting air-

fields and shipping near S..atOl'l and Amoy and harassing other targets . 

The following day ll r i&hters .,.apt tho Yangtze f ran Tungting Lake to 

llankow sinking aevoral boats , Nine Japanese planes were destroyed in 

ono action; no loss t o our aircraft was reported . 

4, During 9 August tho advance daom t he Tiddlm Road on the llanipur 

front met strong enemy posi tions 14 miles south or Cburaehandpur . Near 

llosaung Bri tish troop• occupied Sal1naw. 

!>, The J apanese capt ured Hengyang on 8 August . 
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1 . On 9 August our troops in the Aitape area reported that 

tho major combat eleconts of tho Japanese Eiahteenth Arll\)' had been 

thoroughly defeated, its survivors scattering to the east and toward 

tho mountains on the eouth without attempting to oppose our forces . 

We are operating along the Drinumor River eouth of Atua; patrols east 

of Yakmm>l report tho area unoccupied. Some 6$0 enemy dead have been 

counted and $0 havo been captured in this eector since 10 July. 

2 . In tha Carolines, Yap ?Ills bombed by 23 B-2b's and Palau by 

t llo others on 9 August; one is missing . Another B-24 again attacked 

an airdro!te at Davno. Sleven B-24's hit Namlea (Boeroe) , 12 others 

bombed the Liang airdrome (Amboina) 1 and a B-24 group attacked Boela 

(Coram) otarting fires in the tank :f'arm ares . Heavy bomber s on 

reconnaissance at tacked airfields in the northll~st area and damaged 

two vessels in waters off Hal.J:Iahera . Twenty- four US and Dutch B-2S' s 

made a heavy attack ogainot the Lang goer airdrooe in the Kai Iolande , 

other missions bombed the retreating enemy in the Yakamul area, raided 

targeto in the Wewak region, covered our Sansapor operations , and hit 

other targets in the Vogelkop area. 

On 8 August our aircraft maintained their neutrelizntion of 

targets in the northarn Solomons . 

3 , During the evening of 7- 8 August and the following day some 9C 

Control Pacific aircraft attacked NIUiru, Taroa, Ponape, Truk, l'iotje, 

Jeluit and Wake in scattared raide . 

- 4 -
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The n~ ~ ~o Central Pacific planea raided an airfield 

on Po1111pe and 26 B- 24 ' s dropped nearly 6S tons on Truk . One ot '""" 

ten intercoptin& J&p4tloso aircraft over Truk waB destroyed. 

4. 0r&4tliltad Japanoee reaistence on Oum Island ended during 

the atternoon ot 9 A..guat (wrt longitude de to) . 

The Soviet Amioa continued to advance 08llt and southeast of Riga, 

during 10 Au&uat, ocor ing gains up to ten llliloa; huvy fighting ca>tinued 

on a lOO....Ue front west of ltaunaa . The Russians aade gains east o! 

'l'arsaw and onlo.rpd their bridgehead at ».anunew and Staszoor a&ain.t 

buvy counterotteclca . The Finns cl&ia that two Soviet division• ha.,. 

been encircled in the naoantsi area . 
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1. The Allied Expeditionary A~ Force flew 3.S86 sorties in 

the 24-hour period enci:lng at 2100, 6 August, attacking rail""J' bridges, 

~fields , dUJ:Ips and nw:~t~roos other targets, including en8J!IY units in 

movement on roadS and railroads . Thirty- tour eneey aircraft were des-

trayed for the loss of 3$ bOillbers and three fighters . 

During the night of 6-9 August, 441 bo:nbers or the RAF ~opped 

79$ tons on an oil dur.lp near Chentilly, 663 tons on fuel <hlmps northeast 

of Doullens and eoutheaet or St . Omer, and 279 tons on bO!l!b launching 

eites; three ba!>bers are missing !"reo those operations . The SBll!e night 

Uosquitoee ~opped $2 tons , including 22 two-ton bOil!bs, on Col9gne and 

heavy banbers lllined t he waters off the west coast of France . Bomber 

support patrols destroyed two eneJ:11 planes . 

Of 37 ny1ng bombs plot ted for the poriod ending 0600, 9 Au8ust, 

12 reached the London area . Thirteen were destroyed. 

On 9 August 619 bombers and 690 f ighters of the 8t h A~ Force 

were diepatched againet targets in the Saarbrucken-L~bourg-wurttemberg 

area . Fighters claim 63 on!JII1Y aircraft destroyed. Ei ghteen banbers and 

two fighters are missing. 

2 . During 9 Au8ust our 1'h1rd Arri1y exploited its succeee in Brittany, 

ieol.ating the eneli1Y in pockets along the cosst . Our infantry captured 

St. llalo and at last report oor forward armored units were s till 

encountering stubborn raaistance f r oc the Oenr..n troops entrapped at 

Dinard, Brest and Lorient. On t he south of the ~d Arm,y front infantry 
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columns advanced toward. II antes and reached the outskirts of Angers . 

Th.e XV Corps liberated Le l!ans and out the rail line• eaat and south 

of the city. An enem,y oounterattsok towards llilly on our First Airr;y 

tl-ont was unsuccessful . The situation in the !.!ortain &l'e& was still 

confused; our armor, however, held the heights f i ve miles east of the 

town which tho e':'em,y appeared still to be holding . The Bri tish Second 

A:nrty reported minor gains east of Vire and south of Aunay-sur..Odon . 

The First Canadian Army, continuing its drive south o! oaen, broadened 

the base of its salient into the enemy line and advanced to a point 

!ive miles !rao Felaise . 

One and three quarters llillions o! men have been landed in 

France by the Allies, including more than a million of our own. 

1 . Strategic bombers dropped l SJ tons of explosi ves on tbe 

StOl:lbathely airdrane in Hungary during the night or 7-8 August; two 

others mined the Danube . Four Allied planes failed to return . 

Although Strategic operations were cancelled next day due to 

weather, Tactical aircraft tle·• over 750 sorties against targets such 

as a railroad bridl!e near Rovigo, tho Ravenna yards 1 storage dumps 

south of Fossano and bridges in southern Fr&nce . Five Allied planes 

were lost; t hree enem,y planes were destroyed. The Coastal Air Force 

oontinuod to harass ooastel shipping in the Oult of Genoa; tho Balkan 

Air Foree carr ied out 28 sort ies over Yugoslavia. 

During 9 August , 423 escorted bombers or the l $th Air Foree 
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dropped 1 , 026 tons o! bombs on two airdromeo , t~~ ase~ly shopo , one 

rallroad ya.rd and an oil refinel"',r, near Budapest, ntll generally good 

results . One bomber and ono fighter are m1Ba1ng . 

2. Durin~! tho 2u hours· ending at noon on 9 August the situation on 

most of the Italian front 1ms static . Both Annies continued rcutine 

patrolling, and in the Florence sector units 1\'lOre regroup:ln!! . South o! 

Pontessieve the enemy nthdrew during the nit';ht and Brit1Bh infantry 

) gained two miles without contact. On the Adr1Btic coast the Polish 

Corps captured some high ground scuth of the Cesano River and success!ully 

held its new line against counterattacks . 

) . Eight British bombers attacked enemy shipping off the island 

of Leros with observed effect during the night of 7- 8 August . 

ASIATIC THEATER 

1. A supplecentary report !or 6 August describes an attacl< near 

( ) l!engyang by five Japanese fighters against four P-51 ' s , durin~! 'Which three 

(probably four) enemy planes wer e shot down n thcut r eported loss on our 

part . The following day Allied aircraft supported ground operations 1n 

the llengyang area. 

2 . During 7 Auguet the Eastern Air Canmand .rl&lf over 100 sorties 

1n support of ground operations on tho llanipur front . 

) . Durin~! 8 Auguet there _,. heavy fighting 1n the llogaung Valley 

north ot Tt.ungni . The consolidation of our posit ions in Tamu continued. 

Along the Tiddi= Road Japanese reeietence hae broken and the southward 
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advanca continued to a point t .... 1ve miles bel"" Churachandpur. 

PACIF'IC AND SOUTirREST PACIFIC 'I'!!EA'l'ERS 

1. American troops moved southward up the Drinumor River during 

8 August, clearing enency- pockets of resistance. 

During the night of 7-8 August a El-21. attacked a 2,0oo-ton 

enGI!1Y vessel in Sarnngani Bay (Philippines) . The next dey, neutralization 

ot the Wewak area was continued; in addition, 21 B-21.' s bombed Yap, 

61 RAA.F P- UC's covered the Sansapor area, and one B-21. group bOCibed 

Babe. &nal1er missions of El-24 ' s harassed Woleai, Fais and llanok'll'ari. 

On 7 August the neutralization o! Bougainville, New Ireland, and 

Gazelle Peninsula was maintained . 

2. Army and llarine units forced the enemy further into the northeast 

tip or Gusm during 8 August; at the center of the battle trent we drovo 

a wedge which virtually separated tho Jap remnants into two groups . 

lit . Sante Rosa, the main enem;y source of water, was taken during the 

dey. Counted Japanese dead totalled 10,100; our casualties to dat e are : 

killed 1 , 15'h, woundad 5, 497 and missing 326. 

EASTERN FRONT 

During 9 August the Soviets continued to advance north and southwest 

of Krustpils as well as southwest of Jelgava 'Idlers their armored forces 

gained fifteen miles . Very hea~ fighting was reported west of !taunas. 

The Gamone increased their pressure against resistance el""'ents in Warsaw. 

Red forces repulsed attacks against their bridgehead at llagnuszew, enlarged 

tho bridgehead at Stoezow and advanced southwest of Drobobycs , 
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GENERAL 

Orders have been issued tor tho .,ovement during tho early part or 

August of t he 9th Annored Division (llajor General J . 11 . Leonard) , the 

17th Airborne Division (llajor General 11. II . lUley) and the headquarters 

ot the XVIII Corps to the United King dan . This Corps will be reorganized 

as an airborne corps . 

EU~PEAII THEATER 

l . During 8th Air Force operations on 7 Au;;uat, 1 , 279 tons were 

dropped by 48) escorted heavy b<lmbers over a wide area of France . Oil 

dumps received 677 tons, bridges 151 tons, three airfielde 98 tons and 

more than JOO tons woro dropped on miscellaneous targets . 

For the 24- bour period ending at 2100, 7 August, tho Allied 

ExpeditionBry Air Force flew more than 2, 100 sorties to attack rail 

facilities , supply dumps, and tactical targets behind the battle line . 

Six enemy planes 71er8 destroyed !or a loss of five bombers and nine 

tightero . F'J.yina bomb activity for tho period endlne 0600, 8 August : 

o! 122 bombs plotted, 19 reached London and 34 .-ore destroyed . 

A preliminary report of oper ations by the 8th Air Force on 

8 August stat es that l,ll) bombers, escorted by 6)2 fighters, attacked 

targets in the Caen area in support o! ground operations, airdromes 

east ot Paris , and flying bomb sites . R<osults ""re assessed generally 

..., good. Five (probably six) hostile aircraft were destroyed. Initial 

lose figures indicate that 1) banbers and 13 fighters are mieeing . 

During 6 August and the rollowin<l night, RAF bombers dropped 
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nearly l,lSO tons on strategic targets, including supply depots north 

of Parie , tho Hazobrouel< railway center, the submarino pens at Loriont 

end a synthetic oil plant near Dortmund in the Ruhr. Sovel:'e icing 

conditions disrupted operations near l'.azebrouck. The following night 

heavy bombers dropped nearly 3,900 tons on concentrations of tacks in 

the area north or Bl:'et teville . Sixteen bombers are missing from these 

operations in Which five eneQy planes were destroyed. 

2. During 8 August, armored columns of our Third An;ty, fanning out 

in Brittany, arrived four miles from Brest and five miles from Loriont . 

Infantry columns were in tho outskirts of St . l.lalo . Other columns pushing 

eastward toward Le !.lana were 12 miles frQn that city, and elements were 

not of Angers . 

Tho determined enemy effort to pierce our First A:n:ry lines in 

tho Yortain area failed badly; sizeable elements wore trapped in tho 

Juvigny area . llany enemy tacks and self-propelled guns were destroyed 

and at last report Yortain was again in our hands . To t ho north a German 

counterattack with tacks and infantry was broken up at Gath8111o, whi ch was 

freed by US infantry. Here, too, heavy lossoe wore inflicted on the enemy 

by American trocps, plones and artillery. The right nanl< of our First 

Army continued to push eastward. 

The British Second.~ canploted the capture of lit . Pincon, the 

h:!.shest feature in the eastem part of the Nomaney hills, and drove 

ooutheast. taking Le Plessis Gr imault , The First Canadian Army, launchinj: 

an attsclc on a two-divioion front south of Caen, advanced eight mUee 

toward Falaise capturing Bret teville-sur-Laite . 
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1 . IN.rl.rtg the night of 6· 7 August, light banber s of tho Tactical 

Air Foree 1\araaaod tho Italian Riviera end the Italian oaot coast . The 

following day ..,dium bQIIbers scored hits on bridges 1rt southern France 

including the r ailroad bridge at Ventimiglia while fighter bQIIbers 

supported our ground forces. Conatal aircraft harassed shipping at 

Imper ia and sank three schooners ott Rab; the Balkan Air Force a t tacked 

shipping end t ransportation targets along tho Dalmatian coast. 

Seventy- throe escorted B-17 ' s of the 8tb Air Force took of£ 

from Russian bases on 8 August, dropped 136 tons on two airdraues north 

of Buchare$1:. and landed 1rt Italy . Of 12 enemy fighters encountered, one 

was destroyed without l oss to either our banbers or their escort . Tbe 

15th Air Force did not operate thet day. 

2 . There was lit t le change in tbe situation on the Italian front 

during the 24-hour period cndl.rtg a t noon on 8 August. American forward 

) units r eportad l.rtcreased small anna and mortar fire . The British Eighth 

Army pushed into l.!ontalupo and operated petrol$ northeast of the Raggello­

Loro road without contact . North of Arezzo Allied troops repulsed several 

counterattacks and regi stered mirtor gains . Italian patrols east ot tbe 

Apennirtes oeeupiad l!ontei'ortino. 

ASIATIC TREATER 

1 . During 6 Augua t on the Sal'"'en front, Chinese t r oops captured 

two enemy positions end advanced within two miles of llan&shih. Tho 
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battle for Tengohung continued; Chinese forces were fighting inside 

the walla . On the llanipur front the British advanca daom the Tiddim 

Jload hal tad nine miles sout h of Churachandpur before a strong onemy 

delaying posit ion which patrols were by-paeeing . 

2. During !) and 6 August the Eastern Air Ca=d flew over 300 

sorties to at tack rail and river traffic south of JJ,yitkyina and in the 

upper Ch1odw1n area as well as communications and other targets along 

the Tiddiln Jload and .!.rakan coast. 

PACIFIC A!ID SOUT!!i1EST PACIFIC THEATERS 

1. American forees in the Cape Sanu.por area operated patrols 

durinll 7 August; little eneoy activity ;,as reportad. Near Aitape 

our t roops continued thefr advance toTrard Atua tran t he east . 

During !) August, 36 A-20' s raided oil installations at Nabire . 

That night a B-2h bombed an airfield at llavao in the Philippines ; another 

hit a 3,000- ton freighter off KLLoabera. Operations on 7 August included 

heavy attacks by US and Australian medilllll and fighter bombers on eneccy-

troop concentrations eaat or Aitape and 1ostallatione inland from Hollandia . 

A total of 31 B- 2h ' s bombed two airfields 1o llalmabera, destroying 13 

groundad aircraft and dal:laging otha.re . Yap town and gun poei t1ons were 

attacked by 24 B-2L's; two other heavy boabers hit Wolesi. 

Twenty-four Solomons-based aircraft attacked targets on Bougainville 

on 6 August; weather preventecl a t tack• against the Rabaul area . 

2, The night of 6- 7 Auguet , ten !lavy heavy bombers attacked Truk ; 
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the next ~ 76 Central Pacific aircratt concentrated on gun positione 

and personnel oreae at IIUlo . Twenty-one B-2S' a or tho 7th Air Force 

dropped 2S tons on Nauru, and ll others struck Ponnpe with 2) tona . 

Sull Jdssiona or B- 21. ' e att&cked l:auro, ITotje, Pcnape and ll'al<e . 

J . Our troope on Gu<la u.de substantial proves• c!ur1nc 7 AQj;uot, 

advancing one .,ue on the eastern end o! the line and three ailae alone 

the western coast . Late reports indicate that our forces have ccepreued 

the enemy into a norrow coaotnl atrip aver1.31ne about a mlle wide alone 

the northeastern tip or the island. Our oaoualtieo to date total 1 , 126 

kllled, S,31) wounded and )Jl lOis sing . 

b . Our occupation of Sa1pan and Tinian ia c<apleted. C<I:INnd of 

all forces on these island• paoaed to Ialand c.......,.de:-a 1200, 10 and 

12 Auguet respectively. 

EA.STERII FROll'r 

( Forcee o! the Red J.rcy progressed on a <o.....ue .trent !r<ll !Cruatplle 

to Birsai (Latvia) Ql.rin& 6 August and upended their bridgebl!ad acrcoe 

the Vistllla in the IJeneral direction of Kl'llcow. 
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ElJROP&All Tl!EATER 

1 . ilw'ing tho night of S-6 August, 85 long-range enOIJIY banbers 

operated against ground targets in the battle area in France . 

ilw'ing the 24-hour period ending at 2100, 6 August, tho Allied 

Expeditionary Air Foree flew 1,934 eorties in support of our ground 

operations in France, attacking bridges, supply dumps, river traffic 

on the Seine and other tactical targets . Seven ensmy aircral't wore 

destr~ed tor a loso of ten of our planes . other operations during 

this period included mioeions U,y 223 RAP bombers droppinp 613 tons on 

supply dumps north of Pario and attacks U,y 24 8th llir Force heavy bombers 

ageinst bomb launching sites . 

ilw'ing the 24 hours to 0600, 1 August, 91 robot banbs wore 

launched, 21 reached London and JJ were destroyed . 

Preliminary report of an operation on 7 August by the 8th Air 

Force states that 898 escorted heavy bombers attacked fuel depots and 

railway targets scattered ovar a wide area of France . Five enemy ail"-

craft were destroyed; two of our bombers and two fighter• arc missing . 

2. 9y noon on 1 August official dispatches placed Third AnJcr armored 

units at Lesneven, 12 mlles northeast of Brest, whlle t o the southeast, 

other American tanks .. ere puabiog west"llrd from Vannes toward Lorient . 

Our infantry ns i'iehting hard for St . l!alo , Southeast of Renne s infantry 

and armored colUJDDe reached the line of the lleyenne River between Laval 

and Cllateau-Gontier. Laval, by-passed U,y American aro:o:rod units driving 

eaetnrd, was reduced U,y infantry; a 12-<llil.e gain was reported by troops 
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oparat:l.ng north of Laval. The First Army captured l.loyenne; to the 

north Mortain was captured but later retaken b,y the eo~; at last 

report American infontry and ~UUored troope wore holding tho high 

ground west, north and east of tho town . On the left flank of the US 

front St. Pob and Vire were taken . 

A counterattack late on 6 August against the British Second 

~ near Burcy ~ained initial success; by noon of the next day, however, 

all lost ground had been regained and additionaJ. advances reported. To 

the northeast t he British captured Lc Busq and continued their attock on 

Estry in the face of strong opposition. !.assay also was captured. British 

infantry crossed the Orne north of Thury 118.rcourt but made little progress 

1n attacks net of that city . There was little change on the Canadian 

First Army front. 

1 . During 6 August modi\J:\1 b0111hers of tho TacticaJ. Air Foree flew 

( a mission against rail targets 1n tho Arlos-Avignon area. Figbtsr b0111ber s 

supported tho Eighth Army while fightoro carried out a sweep 1n tho a r ea 

bounded by Spezia- Pama-Turin-tlarsoilleo. Tho CoaataJ. Air Force ranged 

t he waters on either side of I taJ.y fran Corfu to the Cull of Genoa shooting 

down a JU-88 off Ajaccio. Twanty- four planes of the Balkan Air Force swept 

YugoaJ.avia . 

On 7 August tho l $t h Air Foree dispatched 497 heavy b0111bers to 

a ttack an oil r efinery at Blechhammer, 7$ miles aouthoast of Brosl au, and 

oil installations and an airdr<IDe near Belgrade; 993 tons of b0111bs were 

dropped with generally good results . Three hundred and !ifty-!ive fighters 

- 2 -
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acc001panied the mission, Twenty-nine (probably 37) enemy aircraft 

were destroyed at a coat o! l~ bombers and five f ighters . 

2. There was little change in the situation along the trans­

Italian battle line during the 24-hour period ending at noon on 1 August . 

The Fifth AnDy conducted routine patrol operations . The Eighth AnDy, 

regrouping forward units in t he Florenca araa, held the south bank of 

the Arno except for pockets of resistance west ot &npoli and south of 

Pontassieve . 

ASIATIC Tli&A.TER 

1 . In previously unreported heavy boober strikas on 3 August 

nine B-24 's bombed ll.artaban and mined nearby waters, and ten British 

bombers hit tho Kalemyo area . 

2. !.!oro than 160 sorties nre nown by the ~th ll1r Force in 

8\lpport of Chinese ground operations in t he Hengyane- Tungt1ng Lake 

( ) sector during 4, ~ and 6 August . Included was the interception of a 

20- plano enemy attock on Hengynng during which the Japanese were driven 

of! with a loss of eleven (probabl y thirteen) planes . 'l'wo (probably six) 

of 16 Japanese aircraft intercepted over Sinshih ""re destroyed. Two 

(probably thraa) other Japanese planes were destroyed; two of our f ighters 

are missing. 'l'wo Japanese transport planas 'liBra shot down south of 

l!ankow 'Oilers heavy damage was done to river boats . On the Salween front 

18 B-2~1 s .,..de a demag1Jl& attack against Wanling. other Cl8d1um bombers 

and fighter s hit tho runway at Laahio airdrome and supported operati ons 

against Tengchung . 
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3, On the Salween front on !i August Chinese forces were driven 

from the breaches in the southweot wall of Tengchung by a Japanese 

counte1;11ttack. The next day J.b'itk;yina was cleared of all enemy; Allied 

troops captured Naungtalaw northeast of the city. Southwest of lologaung 

other Allied t r oops continued the offensive to the south, capturing 

Tayagon and Nampadeung . In the !.lanipur, an ..,..,., 36 miles southeast of 

klphal was found free of the enemy by patrols . Along the Tiddim Road 

British troops bad reached a point ten mUes south or Churachandpur . 

PACIFIC AND SOUTH'REST PACIFIC 'l'HRA'l'ERS 

1 . Our infantry forces have cut the traU east or A.fua and were 

driving wsstward t oward the t own agalnst strong r esist ance on 6 August . 

Storage areas on Yap were hit with 2!) tons droppsd by a 2J- plane 

B-21. !ormation; five ol;her B-2u's banbed 'lfol eai and Fais Islande . Weather 

bacpered air ope.rations against Wonk targets althoueh a few banbere. and 

fighters raided supply clumps and barge t raffi c in that area . Twnty-

{ four light banber s supported ground forces in t he Sanni area and Allied 

B-2) ' s destroyed a 1,500-ton ship in the Banda Ielande . 

Thirty Solanons -based planes operated in tho Bougainville area; 

74 others attacked t argets between Rabaul and Kavieng . 

2 , During the night of 4-!i August and the following day )0 llavy and 

1!arlne aircraft of the Pacific Area attacked Nauru, ll'otje , Taros. and llille; 

one Navy B-24 struck tho airf ield on Woke . Twelve B-2) ' • of t ho 7th Air 

Force attacked airfi eld installations on Ponape , 

22 B- 2h'a droppsd 30 tons on Truk . 

During S and 6 August, 

' • 
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u. Our forces on Ouam continued their advMce against stiffening 

opposition <hlring 6 August, a gain of about two miles being made &lons the 

western part of the line. 

EASTERII FRJNT 

On the not fiank of the Riga corridor the Russians made gains of 

sane ten miles <hlring 7 August; west of Bialystok they moved rorward 

!ive oiles on a J<l-1nile front . Red forces JO miles south of ~Iars., 

appear to have consolidated a third bridgehead. In tho area north of 

Sta,szow they made an advance of five miles to the north , and in tho 

Drobobycz area tho Soviet drive toward the Carpath1111l passes continued . 

- ,_ 
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In daylight raids during 4 August a total of e18ht B-24 ' s harassed 

Kakumabetsu and Kaahiwabara, on Parar.rustdro, and attacked s1!8ll coastal 

shipping off the northern Kuriles . 

!rollOPEAII THEATER 

1 . Further reports of the mission against the targets in the l!annovor­

Brunswiek-u&gdoburg area on ~August s t ate that .3,1)8 tons of bombs wore 

dropped with generally good results . 

Tho same day 721 RAF bombers dropped oome J , SOO tons of expl osives 

on supply du!!!ps north of Paris and in the Pas de Calaie area; 297 bo:nbers 

dropped l,4Jo tons on oil st orage areas near Bordeaux and lJ bombns hit 

the Etaples railwa,y bridge south of Boulogne wit h 8J tons . other RAF 

odJioions included an 84• ton attack on oubl>arine pons at Brest by 17 banbero, 

and an attack by J2 lo!osquitoeo on tho Bochum ( Gennany) oil plant tlw.t night . 

Fighters escort ing these operations attacked a radar stat ion at Worlaix, 

targets in the Pas de Calais area and river traffic on the Seine . Throe 

bombers and two fighters are missing from these operations ; another bomber 

craobsd 1n England. 

During tho J4- bour peri od ending at 2100, S August, the Allied 

Expeditionary Air Force tl01f 4, .36.3 sorties 1n support of our ground troops 

in llonnand,y and Britta:ey. Principal targets for medium, lil!:ht and fighter 

bombers and fighters ware rail !acili tiu aouthwest or Paris and enoey 

posit ions in tho batt le area. A tot al of 2J banbors and fighters lfSs l oot 

during those operati ons; cl aina are 12 en~ planes destroyed. 

- 1 -. . - -
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or ll4 fiying baDbs launched against England during the 24-

hour period ending at 060J, 6 August , 64 reached the coast, 24 penetrated 

to London and Ll were dest royed . 

During 6 August the 8th Air Forco dispatched 1,177 escorted 

heavy bOCibero against oil rsfinar!es, aircraft asoeo~bly plants, arn>amont 

works and a diesel motor factory in t he Hamburg , Berlin and !tiel areas . 

One Combat ll"ing attacked another aircraft assembly plant at Oczynia, north 

of Danzig, and continued en to ~osian bases . Thi rty--three enemy aircraft 

were destroyed; 24 bombers and nine fighters are missing . 

2. By noon on 6 August, British VIII Corps armored units reached 

Estry, northeas t of Vire, "8a1nst s t iff opposition. In the XXX Corps 

sector Aun"y sur Odon -...s found cleared but heavily mined and cr atered; 

fur t her advances were made south and east of the city with armored troops 

capturing Vallee . South of Evrecy forward elements of the XII Corps 

approached Thury Harcourt; patrols reaching the Orne found the bridges 

bl own throughout the sector . Fiarca fighting continued on the Canadian 

front with little change in the general situati on . 

During the night of ,S-6 August Allied !laval units attacked an 

en""'' convoy in the Bay Of 81sca,y off d ' You Island, destroying at least 

seven enemy ships . 

1 . Heavy banber operations were cancelled and medium bomber operations 

were restricted during the night of 4-5 and da,y of 5 Auguat due to adverse 

weather . Tactical aircraft n .... s""'e 250 sorties during this period, fighters 

- 2 -
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and fighter b01l1bere attact<111g targets 111 the battle area and operatiflg 

agaiflat road and raU 1111ee in the Po Valley. Coastal aircraft at tscked 

shipping ic the Oulr of Oenoa and 111 the Adria tic , One enemy aircraft 

wae destroyed for tho loss of five of our planea during theoe operati ons . 

Th~ next day 738 or our bcubers and J2L fighters dropped 1 , 745 

tons of banbe on tsrgets 111 southern Fl-ance caus111g two l arge explosions 

in the sub!narine peno at Toulon, and bitt ing oU installationo, marohalling 

yards, airdromes and bridges up tho llbone Valley as far as I,yons . Seven 

(probably tan) enea;y aircraft were destroyed on the ground . Twenty- six 

bO!llbers and one fighter are tentati vely reported as missing. A fighter 

task force returning to Italian baoeo fran Russia swept the Bucbarcst­

Ploeoti area . 

2. During the period ending at noon on 6 August Fifth~ units 

report·ed normal pat rolling and e'<chanao ot ~:~ortar fire . The British 

Eighth ~, continuiflg tc clear tho en01:1y frOID the towns south of the 

Arno west of F~orence, sent several patrolo aoross the river despi te 

heavy machine gun firo . East or the city the batUe continuod fOr the 

remaining high ground beyond Monti Pilli . British patrols advanced 

three miles beyond Loro 1n the hills northwest of Arezzo. Indian troops 

1n the upper Arno Valley repulsed counterattacks from the high ground on 

both sides of the r ivor. In tho Appennines patrols fl'O<I the Poli.sh ll 

Corpe were approncb.ing Cantiano without contset and the enemy withdrew 

fr<» Morallo, five miles aouth of Pergola. Italian troops ga111ed three 

miles up the IIi sa River. 

- 3-. . ... - ... 
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1, Additi onal reports for 3 August indicate that some 60 14th 

Air Force aircraft effectively raided t he Hengyang-Tungting Lake area. 

The next day 15 medium bombers and six fighters attacked the Lasbio 

and Hselll'Ti airdromes in Bunna while six other medium bombers hit t!angshih 

on the Salween River front; 62 fighters bombed the Tengchung walls , 

strafed enemy transportation and destroyed two river bridges . 

2 . IA>ring 3 and 4 August more than 165 fighters and medium bombers 

of the Eastern Air Command continued raids against Tactical targets in 

support of ground operations on t he Arakan, J.!anipur and north Bunna 

fronts and attacked enemy communication targets in central Bunna. B-24 1 s 

attacked the Ye-U r ailway s t ation northwest of Sbwebo. 

) , During 4 August Chinese troops on the Salween front repulsed a 

small Japanese attack in the Pingka area; at Tengchung they advanced to 

positions just inside the southwestern section of the city wall . The 

next day mopping up of small groups and snipers continued in Myj.tkyina. 

The troops which crossed the Irrawaddy River and cleared Waingmaw of the 

enemy have pushed north of Maingna. British t roops have now r eached a 

position six miles south of Cnurachandpur. Tamu has been occupied and 

patrols pushed two miles t o the south. 

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS 

1 , OUr forces at Aitspe advanced southward from Niumen Creek 

against strong resistance during 5 August; contact with the enemy was 
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During 4 August 24 B- 24's bombed Iop airdrome; the following 

dq 2) !!-24's return.od to attack bivouac and suppl,y areas . Stnall m1se1ons 

at tacked Palau, Sorol and Woleai. Fighter bcmbors continued their attack 

against tactical targets on the !low Guinea coast near ll'ewak . In western 

New Guinea, tbo Capo Sansapor and Sorong areas were attacked by 6J RAAF 

P-40' s . Navy patr ol baobers sank one seatruck and a coastal veesel and 

probabl,y sank a large s ailing vessel off islands to the west of llew Guinea . 

Two groups of B-24 ' s struck storage installations at Boola; seven !!-25's 

attacked villages on Coram. Six !!-24's attacked dock installations at 

Koka.s . 

Seventy-one Solomons- based planes attacked enemw-held areas of 

Bougainville and. Choiseul ~; 154 struck t argets on New I r eland and on 

the Gazelle Peninsula. 

2. Ant iaircra.ft positions and eoast al gun batterios on Wot.;e were 

the t arget for 51 fighter bombero during 4 August . That night four B-24 ' s 

harassed Bonin and Pagan Islands; one of our planos is mi ssing. 

J , In operat i ons on Gua:n during S August, AnD;y troops on the right 

of tho line gained nearl y throe miles up the coast, the remainder of our 

Uno generally eontonning to this advance . An enemy counterattack of about 

platoon strength wae found to have been conducted by naval personnel 

fighting as infantry . 

EASTER!! FRONT 

The Oennans claim to have retaken the railroad canter of Jslgava on 
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the Soviet corridor to the Oul! of Riga on 6 August . ~est or Kaunas heavy 

fighting continued on a broad front . In the Carpathian sector Rod Armies 

captured the oil een~r o£ Orohobyez. 

- 6 -
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!ruROPEA!I TIIEATER 

1. During 3 and 4 August 1,374 RAF b001bers hit supply dwnps north of 

Paris and in tho Pas do Calais ana W1 th an aggngate bomb1oad oxceoding 

6, 400 tons . Two bundrad eiabty- two RAF b mbers attacked oil stone and 

refiner ies north of Bordeaux with 1,340 tons . In other operations during 

this per iod a railroad bridge south of Boulogne was hit Wi tb 166 tons , 

'targets ru-ound Le Becy Socage, in support of ground operations , were bombed 

With 119 tons,and raids against river traffic on the Seine were carried out 

by 58 fighter bombers uhich destroyed seven (probably eight) barges . Ten 

heavy bombers and three fighters from Allied oscorts are missing from these 

operations . 
I 

During 8th Air Forco a ttacks against targets in northwestern 

Gern:aey on 4 August, bot1bloads totalling nearly 2, 600 tons were dropped by 

1,176 bombers ; 53 (probably 57) eno~ aircraft were destroyed for a loss of 

l S heavy bombers and 16 fighters. An afternoon mission of 104 heavies 

a ttackad nying bomb si'tes' gun positions ' marshalling yarcla ' and airi'ielda 

in nox-tbern Fx-ance, dropping 283 tons . Tho noxt daJ 1 ,170 heavy bombers of 

the 8th Air Force escor ted by 670 f i gbtex-s attacked oil installations, air-

craft factories and other targets in the Hannovel'-Bx-unswick-J.Iadgeburg areas . 

Fighters claiJnod 28 (probably 29) ene:ny aircraft destroyed tor the loss or l3 

bombex-s and 6 fighters . 

During tho 24-hour peri od ending at U OO, 4 August, the AFN new 

nearly 2, 700 support sorties principslly against r ail and bar£• traffic nnd 

oupply dumps i n northern Franco . Tan (probably eleven) en•IIIY aircraft wore 

destro.yod for a loos of sevon or our planes . 

For the 24- hour period ending o600 S August, 149 nying bombs nre 
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pl otted; 102 r eached the mai nland, 35 penetrated to London and 56 were 

destroyed. Revised Clllllulative .figures through this period show: 5, 900 

launched; 4, 326 overland; 2, 097 reached England; 2, 473 destroyed, Casualties 

total 5 , 016 killed, 32, 972 injured. 

2. Reports cover ing the 24-hour period ending 1200 on 5 Augu.st indicate 

that US annored col..a:ms traversing the Brittaey Peninsula, reached Pontivy 

and pushed to w1 thin 50 mUos of Brest. The colu:m 'l'lhich 110vod south !rall 

Rennes reached Radon on the Vilaine River, with patrol s along the sea on the 

Bay of Biscq. Other elements of the Third Arrrr:r patr olled eastward f r om 

Rennes t o Vitre and pushed southeast from the Fougeres-!lorta.in area to llqenne, 

a gain of nearly 30 miles . In the Vire area of the Firs t Arfi1:f tront two 

counterattacks were repulsed and our arllored units roached the outsldrts of 

Vire itself, On the Br itish Second A:rlriy front preliminary reports indicate 

that AWla.y-:nu'-Orne was occupied and that thee~ bad Tlithdrawn !roo Villers 

Socage and Evrecy. 

llEDITERRANEAN THEATER 

1 . During the night of 3-4 August 79 heavy and cediug boabers of the 15th 

Air Force dropped 158 tons on aarehalling yards at Portes lea Valences; two 

bombers were los t . The following day 78 fighter bombers attacked targets in 

the Bucharest area and c.:>ntinued on to Russi an biises . Tlwee locomotives and 

one airborne and four grounded eneliiY planes wre destroyed; ll of our fighters 

are cd.ss:lng. 

Included i n the Tactical Air Force missions fiOliii during this period 

were strikes by 58 B-26•s against railroad briclaes at Ventimiglia and 43 

B-25 •s against bridges over the Var Riven ono medium bomber is missing. Other 
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.f'or.oat.ions operatod againot r oad comwrl.eations eround Cromona, tecticel 

tergots in the battle area atld brid<!os in tho Po Val.J.ay, coaotel aJ.rcra.f't 

bombod !=poria Harbor and attecked anoney' tranaportetion along tho Dalmnt.inn 

Coast. 

2. Durinn the period ending noon S August, our Fi.f'th An~~Y enaaged in 

patrol sk:i_rmiahes s outh of the Arno and dispatched a raconnaissanco patrol 

across the river north of Cascinn. On tho i!r1 t!sh !!ighth ~ front tho 

Xlli Corps cleared snipers s outhwest of Florence J r.ainto.ining pressure on the 

ciGy, whilo Indian troops closed on Uontelupo and the British Fourth Division 

patrolled across the Arno east ot Florence . North o! Arezzo, infantr,y un1 ts 

o! tho British X Corps advanced to within one 101le o! Tella and captured 

11. Altuceia, The Polish n Corps crossed the l!isa on a broad J:ront a."'d 

pushed bel! -.ray to the Cesano River , capturing Ripe , Barbar3 and Serra de Conti. 

ASIATIC THEATER 

1 . On 3 August 23 escorted B-24 1s destroyed warehouses and damaged 

other installations at the Yocho• raU center. One {probably three) o.f' 

appr0ld.Joete1Y lS interceptors ware shot down . Other fighters dostr07ed SlOall 

shipping o n tho Yangtze River east of Ichang and swopt roads and airfiel ds in 

the area between Icba.'lg and !lankow. Ene"iY instellations and barracks were 

raided 1n tbe Yellow River area between Loyang and Chenghsien. On tho 

Sal,.,cn front, B-2S •s and P-40 •s scored direct bits on warehouses and 

an:munition dUI:IJl& near ILangshib and bnmbod the walls of Tengchunn nth good 

results . 

2. lm'ing 4 August British troops south o!' Sibong reached a point four 

111J.aa northwest or Tamu nthout opposition . Further progress 11'88 reported 

along the T1dd1.ao Road 
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PACIFIC JIIID SOUT!fo'IEST PACIFIC Tfl&ATERS 

1 . An infantry ba ttalion landed a~ KoriJ:I !lao' on Biak early on J August 

and moved inland agains~ alight raeistanca . Fighting continued in the Ai'Ua 

area on II"" Guinea during 4 Augus~. 

2. late reports indicate that tho B-24 raid on Li ang airdrome 3 August 

destroyed at l east 10 groundod enemy planes . During 4 August medilltl, light 

and fighter bombers attacked tecticel targets on the !lew Guinea ooost f r oro 

Wcwak to A.tua . J.fodiuo and l ight bomOers operated ov--er ... :estern flew Guinea1 

s t rild.ng enoll\)" positions on Biak, the airfiel d at Nabire and oil fields near 

Sorong . A hoavy patrol bomber !ired t1m seatrucka in a si.Jc-ship convoy 

west of Palau, wh1le two groups of B-24 •s operated west of ll"" Guinea to 

at tack Boel a; eacorting P- J8 •s destroyed one ene"17 inter ceptor , Two B-24•s 

raided an airfield in the Hslttaheras and a single B-25 damaged 11 smell craft 

at Amooina shooting down one (probably 2) intercepting fighters. Three 

format ions tota.lling 94 bombers and fight ers attacked targets in the Bougain­

ville-Choiseul area while other Solomons- based pl anes hit t:ew Bri tai n and 

targets on Naw Ireland. 

) . During the night of 2- J August and the following day Navy patrol 

bc::>bers harassed Taroa, Uillo, Wotje one! liauru. Twon1;y- aeven B-24•s bolobed 

Truk With 67 tons during 4 August, attacking gun positions and airfields and 

firing one freighter transport. 

4. The same day our troops on Guam moved forward one mile on the ea.s t 

oooot; to tho wost l ocel gains were reportad. On Tinian and Saipan mopping-up 

operat.ion.s continued. 

- 4 -
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EASTERN fl!Om' 

The Rod Ar=:r overc""" strong Oe:nnan resistance and advanced ....,.~ ot 

Kaunas, South of Warsaw tho Germans held against attempts to expand tho 

bridgehead over the Vistule and i n the Prze~ol area pushed Rod forces 

beck at one point. 
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1 . During the n~ht of 2- J AII8Uet, 90 long-rqe enemy bocnbere 

Operated against targete in the No,..,..dy and Br1ttally batUe area and 

ag&inst ehippina ott the French cout. 

Ckl ) Auauat, 397 hea~ eecorted &-17'• of the 8th Air Force 

attacked IIW'Ohalli.!'<! ,yards at l:ulhou .. , Saarbrockon, Strasbours and the 

lo!erkwiller refinery nea.r the lattar city with 611 tons , and hit etrataaic 

targets in central France with more than 2SO tone ; we lost six B-17 ' s 

end five P- $1 ' a clurina engagec:ents in which lS (proba~ 16) eDIII\Y air­

craft were sbot down . Other !onoations totallina lal4 h&a'V)' bc:abere 

attacked t'lyino bcab sites, fuel dulops, airfields and tarsets ot opportwlity 

in northern France with l,l4S tons; three lx:abers are lllissing . The next 

day 1,261 escorted heavy bombers ot the 8th Air Force attacked the Peen•unde 

experimental works, three aircraft ractcriea and two airdraneo in the 

llecklenburg region o! northern Germany, The port area at Kial and three 

oil plant& in the ~n-lla:obu.rg uea were alae at tacked. In a eecond 

otrilce 114 other eacorted he"J' -r• were diopetched apinet tl)'1na 

boob inetell&Uone and coaetel batter1ee in the Pae ds Celaie area. 

Fly~ baab activity wae heavy tor the second conoecutin dey. 

llllring the 211 hours ending at 0600, u August, 119 ot 193 launched against 

l!:nglanc! reached th e coast; l:o ponotratad to tha Lcnc!on area with a record 

number ot 8l be1n& dsatroyed , 

2. .....,.ored apearheads ot our 1b1rd .lnoJl racl.ni net and south into 

Brittany, by noon on u Auauet bad captured Lolldeac, appr<Ddll&te~ 9) ailee 

- l -
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west ot ~nnea , and reached Derval, o~ 1.0 miles !rem St . Nauire . 

Infantry elements puehed southeast tr0111Pontorson, reached Fouceree and 

ooade contact to the north...,st with Firet Army troops . l!ortain wo.a 

cccupied and our !orcas drcve on to the eoutheut ae far ae Barenton. 

Cb t he Firat AnQ' tront ow- nnits aade eu'b.ttant1al. gains in t he a eneral 

cl1rection or St . Snar Calvados, an anoored epearllead entering the c1t:r 

itselt . Intontr:y unite on the lett nonl< closed in on Vire !r-0111 the 

north and at laat report ""rs within throe miles of that city, 

Al'mOr of the Briti sh Second Army captured V1esso1x esot of Vire 

and, to the north, cccupied the high ground eouth o! Al'cl&is . llinor-

gains against stubborn &ne:::o' resistance and nu:.ercus col:Dte,...ttecke were 

reported soutlmoet ot .lwla,y sur Odon, north o! Villers Bocage and alq 

the Everecy-Eequay line, eouth or t he Odon . 

r.!EDI TERRA!IEAII 

1 . During the night of 2- J AIII!Uet and the !ollOWi.ng day mediUIII, 

light and tighter ba:abera or the Tactical Air Force continued atteclce 

oa&in&t bride••• rail ond read trsttic, coastal ohipping and tactical 

targets in northem ltal:y. Fourteen 81>1117 .trcratt nre destrO)"'d. lltdiUIII 

bacber s o! the Coastal Air Force successtully attacked a largo convoy ott 

Porto fino and oxploded an ammunition clump in tbe t own i tself . Forty-one 

tight er boabere carried out .,...ps over Albanie and YU&oslavia, da:uei.na 

ti.,. loco:aotivea and other r olling stock. 

Tho lSth Air Force cancelled he&'f7 bcaber operatiOns &1r1n& 

4 August due to aclvaraa nather. 

- 2 -
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2 , During tbe period up to noon 4 August only patrolling and 

artill ery exchanges ""re reported frcm the US Fift h ArDzy front . The 

enemy continues to withdraw in the entire sector sout h of norenca and, 

at last report, Allied Wlits on a general line ext<lnding !rao llontel upo 

to ~nll1lo and appr oximat ely one mile south or the Arno were advancing 

to the river without contact. Advance elements have pushed to the 

outskirts of Florence i tself. North of Arezzo other forces advanced a 

mile north o! Falciano and, to the east , are within one mile or Sansepolcro . 

Pietralunga fell to Alllod troops llhich drove thr ee miles north of that 

town . Contact wns being maintained along the Adriatic but no changes 

we~ reported in that sector. 

ASIATIC THEATER 

1. llyit kyina was occupied by Allied troops during 3 August . South-

east or the city, on the east bank or the Irrawaddy River, ot her t roops 

occupied W&inSIMw. Else>dlere along the India-Burma front no significant 

changes nre reported. 

2, Fightere and fighter baobers of the Eastern Air Cornrnand, ny1.ng 

well over 200 support sorties on 1 and 2 August, continued their attacks 

on Japanese positions, transportation, and supply areas behind the llanipur 

and North Burma front s . Heavy bombers attacked inntallations along the 

llandalay- lndsw railwa,y during 2 August; that night five ll-24 ' s, one of 

which is missing, hit Akyab on the Aral<an coeat . 

PACIFIC AND SOUTRWEST PACIFIC THEATERS 

1 . During 3 August, Al1ied petrolo were active in the Cape Sanoapor 
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and Afua areu. East or the Orinumor R.I. ver our trooP" advanced to the 

south against considerable resietaneo . 

!levan B-24' a banbad Yap and 12 othera hit l'loloai with 12 tons. 

Another oiaoion or 14 heavy bOI!:bers hit airdrOI!lee and other tarsete in 

Tioor; ana B-24 baabed Liang air<lr<lee on Anbon ""•re nine grounded air­

craf't were deatroy.d by a B-2l atrika tha previous day . Six B-2~' 1 hit 

an airfield in the Kai Islands . lledi..,, lieht and f!ehtar baabare 

OJl"rat ed againat tarsota near Afua, 17owak, the C4pe Sansapor areo, a nd 

Keaukwa, on New Ouinon'e southwest canst . 

SolCIIIono-baoed aircraft in formations totalling nearly 1~0 

planes attaclcod tho Rabaul region, taruata on Boucainvllle and at 

Kavieng. 

2 . Fifty Central Paci.N.c dive and f ighter bombers otruck Wotje, 

Taroa and Jaluit during 2 August; 12 B-2S ' e attacked Ponape with 12 tone . 

J , ~ring .3 August our .Coreea on Ounm pushed northward nearly two 

miles , capturing an 1m portent road .)unction controlling rou tea to the 

north . Ruiatance was being encountered on the west flank. The Orota 

air.N.ald is new operative .Cor all t;ypea or paneo and a land plane ahutUe 

•arvice with Saipan baa been instituted. 

4. Formal n ee-raising services were conducted on Tinian en t.ho 

afternoon on 3 Ausuot . 

EASTERN FRail' 

North and 110uth or Xatnaa Soviet torcoo continued their ac!Tance 

qainat ati!t Cenu.n reaietance . Fi&ht~ ocntinued in the vicinity or 
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Prnga. Polish underground elements, conducting harassing operations 

within Warsaw, gained control of parts of the city. The Red Armies 

expanded their bridgehead on the upper Viatul.a pw~hing 20 miles up 

the north bank in a mechanized drive toward Cracow; south of the river 

they gained in a move on Tarnow. 
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1. Six hundred twenty-six escorted 8th Air Force bombers on 

2 Aueust dropped an aggregate bombl oad of 1,936 tons on oil and supply 

dumps , rail center-s , bridges , airfields nround Paris and ane:ey' bomb 

launching sites . One enemy aircraft was destroyed for the loss of 11 

bombers and five fighters . and f ighter bombers . The noxt day more then 

1,000 heavy bombers were airborne against targets in the upper Rhine 

Valley and northern France . 

During tho 24- hour period ending at 1100 on 3 August the Allied 

Expeditionary Air Force flew ) ,250 sorties concentrating on supply dumps , 

bridges and r ailroad l ines in Nomanczy and Brittany; five enemy aircraft 

were dastroyed for the loss of nine fighters and fighter bmbers . Three 

hundred ninety- tour RAP bomboro dumped nearl y 1,8oo t ons of explosives 

on enemy bomb launching sites, constructional works, suppl y dumps and 

labor- camps in nor ttnrestern Franco while 60 other RA.F bombers hit the 

Le llavre port area wit h about 300 tons; two banbero woro l ost in these 

attacks . 

Flying banb acti vity increased sharply during the 24- hour period 

ending at 06oO, 3 August , 219 'II'Oro l aunched and 92 pe.netratod t o the 

greater London area; 32 'II'Ore dastroyed. 

2 . The United States Twelfth ~ Group assumed command of our 

First and Third Armies at noon on 1 August. 

During the 24- hour period ending at noon on 3 August our mi 

Corps, which paasod t o command o! the Third ~. continued its rapid 

- l -
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advance to Brittany, captured Dol and advanced on toward St. llalo , Dinan 

and Com bourg . Other forward elements were reported pushing southwest 

fran t he Rennes area. i'he XV Corps is entering the line on tho loft !lank 

of the Third A:rmy front . In our First Army sector infantry and annored 

units advanced three miles !rom captured Percy toward St . Sever Calvados, 

captured Tessy sur Viro,and pushed forward elements to a general line 

along the Souleuvre , approxilnately seven miles nort h of Vire . Farther 

south preliminary repor ts indicate that our columns have entered llortain. 

Tha Bri t i sh Second ArmY armor made minor gains east of Le Beny Socage 

against considerable opposition; intantry columns wer e at l ast rsport 

approaching Vill ers Socage and Aunay and have occupied an important terrain 

feature southwest of that town . Intense artillery and mort ar fire continued 

to block tbe advance south toward the Odon . A night attack by Canadian 

First A.nny troops on Tilly la Campagne was unsuccessful; tho situation 

along this front remained substantially unchanged. 

1 . During t ho night of 1-2 August and the next day medium banbers 

and fighters !low more t han 750 s orties , supporting ground action , raiding 

eoomy shipping, s coring hits on bridges, cut ting rail lines in nort hern 

Italy and sweeping t he French Riviera as far as Cannes . Fifty-seven medium 

bombers concentrat e d on r oad and rail br idge s along tho Var River. three 

(probably four) of a negligible number of enemy aircraft encountered wore 

dest royed for t he. loss of four of our aircraft <bring these operati ons . 
• 

In strategic misoio~ on 3 August , 6o) escorted beav;y banber s of 

- 2 -
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tho 15th Air Force dropped 1 ,360 tons of explosives on a viaduct, a 

brld3e, two factories, an airdrane and railroad yards in the Bol zano and 

Friedrichsha!en areas . Eigjtteen (probabl y Jl) of sme eo enemy aircraft 

encountered were destroyed; 15 bombers and two fighters are miseing. 

2. l:W'ing 2 August, mo1-tar fire in!licted heavy casualties on 

eneoy unito att ... pting to croso the Amo River ; artillery concentrations 

destroyed an en""'Y -.unition dump. The Eighth Aroy gained oteadily 

tO'Irtirde Florence, New Zealand infantry, advancing to within f our mile s 

of that city, while South African armored troopo reached to w1 thin ono 

milo of Impruneta . British infantry and armor advanced t wo miles up the 

Arno Valley to Incioa. In the hillo northeast of Citta di Castello, 

Indian patrols rsducod a three-11lile salient . The Adriatic sector remained 

unchanged. 

ASIATIC T!!EA.TER 

During l and 2 August the 14t h Air Force missions attacked ao airdrOCie, 

villages a nd troop concentrations in the lfengyang-Clulngaha area . llediUJ:I 

bomber s struck enemy airdranes at !lankaw and Wuchsng , and, in the Caoton area, 

attacked £otor transport and airdrome installati ons . Japaneoe bombers 

caused minor daloage at t hree of our airfialdo . On the Salwaen River front 

medium bombers and fighter s attscked Tengchung and tsctical tsrget o 1n support 

o! Chinese ground uni ts . 

PACIFIC .I.ND SOtl'l'li'IEST PACIFIC 'l'!IE.I.TERS 

1. Q>.r forces in the Cape Saneapor t.rea had taken 126 priooners by 
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2 August . Five enemy attacks in the AfUa area were repulsed during 1 

and 2 August , the enemy suffering heavy casualties. 

A delayed report lists the Ransiki and !loemi airdromes on the 

Vogelkop Peninsula as targets for twenty-seven B- 24•s on 31 July; one 

B-24 was shot down by antiaircraft fire . 

Nineteen Southwest Pacific B-24 ' s, during 2 August , bombed the 

Yap airdrome, destroying four parked aircraft and starting many fires. 

Others on patrol missions bombed Palau, Woleai , Cape Chater (Timor) , and 

the Liang airdrome (Ambon) . Twenty-• even Allied B-2$1 s made a heavy attack 

on a camp area northwest of Koepang on Timor; 24 A- 20 ' s started l arge fuel 

fires at Nabire, on Geelvink Bay. Other rr:edilllll, light and fi&hter bomber 

missions continued to attack targets between Wev/8.k and the Drinumor River . 

llir aircraft, operating fran Solomons bases , new l4L sorties 

on l August to attack targets on Bougainville, New Britain, New Ireland 

and northern Choiseul. 

2, lllring 1 August medium bomber missions hit I&U l e, Wotje and Nauru 

with a total of 2$ tons of explosives. Installations at Truk wer e the 

t argets for 2$ B-24 ' s which dropped 62 tons ; of approximately ei<lbt enemy 

interceptors encountered three were shot down without loss. 

Illring the night of 29-30 July, a dump containing 60 tons of 

explosives was set off in Tanapag Harbor, Saipan, apparently by four 

Japanese soldiers whose bodies were found near; two Navy guards are missing . 

During 2 August our t roops on Guam advanced approximately a mUe 

and one- hal! to the north , occupying Tiyan airfield a,gainst increasing 

- 4 -
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resistance . Our ceaualties are now 1 ,022 killed, 4,9116 wounded .,.,d 

.305 miaoing; en~ dead total 7 , 419 . 

The P.ed Arq on ) Auguat ridened Ua corridor to the <iul! ot ft:1ea, 

moving to rlthin 14 mUes o! that city. liortheaat o! Waraa•, SoTieta 

lf8re pushed back at one point; ri&htins continued in the suburbs or 

Prague. Staazow tell to Soviet troops aa thoy strengthened tho1r 

bridgehead over the Yistula; s outhwest or Pr•onzysl further advancea wel"e 

1114de into the Carpa t bi&n !oot billa . 
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1 . Du:ring the night of .31 July-1 August sane 70 looa- ranae 

&n""'J' banbers a ttacked ground target. in the assault area. 

Because of adverse weather on 1 August only 26 of 776 RAF 

bCillbere dispatched wore able to banb robot launching sites . 

During the day' s 8th Air Force operations, S97 escorted heavy 

bombers etruck oil storage tanks , seven airfielda and c<lmll!Uldcation 

lines in the Tours-Paris..l!ouen areas with more than 2,000 tons of banbs. 

Three enemy planes were destroyed for the loss of ton bo:nbers and four 

fighters . 

Two hundred fifty-Qlle 9th Air Force med1Ul0 and light bombers 

during t his period attacked railroad brictaes behind the battle area 

with U43 tons or expl osives while 82J fighters and fight er bombers 

operated in support of our ground forces and rai ded en""'Y clllmlUJUcation 

targete in northwestern France . Two enemy aircraft were destroyed; our 

losses totalled eight aircraft. 

During the 24 hours ending at 0600, 2 August, 81 flying bombs 

were l aunched; 32 reached London . 

2. Exploiting their breakthrough of the German de!ensao, both our 

First and the British Second Amias ocored treotandous gains during 2 Auguot , 

One Amaricen col\Ulln smMhing into Brit tony captured Rennes while other 

troops racing eastward !rca Avranches and Bracey approached St. Pois and 

advanced to within five miles o! llortoin. The On""'J' renmants in the 

coastal arsa !rom Granville to Avranches have been mopped up . Our infantry 

- 1-
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after fierce fighting dl~ve the en~ out of Vill ediou les Poeles, 

Percy and Torigni sur Vire . The c0110bined British-lmeriean drive 

south or Le Beny BoCB8e continued to gain ground in the progressive 

seizure of tbe Norrnand;y hills which daninate the terrain in this region; 

forward units reached Vire, cut the highwa;)' to the eas.t, and captured 

Estry. other Second Arley troops ""re engaged in heavy fighting near 

Ondefont aine and were approaching Aunay sur Odon . The Canadian First 

Arley reported continued bitter fighting in the Ti117 la Campagne soetor. 

1. In difficult weather wh.ich grounded strategic missions on 

l August, the Tactical Air Force flew sane 1,100 sorties against battle­

field targets and communications in northern Italy. Ineluded in these 

operations wore at tacks against bridges in the Mantua-Turin-Genoa area 

by 112 medium baltbers, and against airfields by P-47' s which claimed 

at least ll enemy aircraft destroyed on the ground . The single enemy 

( aircraft which was seen was shot down; three of ours failed to re turn. 

Coutal airc.raft at tacked Imperia Harbor and rolling stock in Yugoslavia . 

On 2 August, J41 escorted B-17 ' s and B-24's of the 1$th Air 

Foree at tacked oil storaee plants at Le Pou.zin and Le Pontet, t wo rail-
' 

road bridges at Avignon, a torpedo factory and the 71lrds at Portae- lea­

Valence and harbor installations at Genoa, dropping a total bau.bload of 

874 tons . Two of ai.x an~ fighters encountered were deetT071ld; four 

of our b0110bere are missing . 

2 . At ide !rOll a f.., sharp patrol clashes, the Fifth Arley front was 

- 2 -. . - " ' 
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quint during the period ending et noon, 2 August, On t he E:!ihth Arey 

front some local gains ""re made; Indian troopa eetabliohed a firm 

bridgehead over the Peaa aast of llontelupo and New zealand and South 

A!rican units made sl :!iht gains toward norence . other Britieb troops 

pushed down the Arno toward that city. There ns nq change in the 

situation along the Adriatic. 

J . !'our lo!iddle East msdium bc.,bsre attacked shipping in Portolago 

\ Bay (Leros) ~ins the n:liht of 31 Jul.y-1 August. The next day .four 

f:lihters attaoked shipping of f the west coast of Grooce; two ""re forced 

to land at sea. 

ASIATIC 'l'HEATKR 

1 . ~ 31 July I the Eastern Air Cc.,mand new a few aortios in 

support or Allied ground .forces in llanipw-. 

~ . On 1 August British troops made "inor gains below Sibong along 

) the Tamu Road and south of Churachandpur on tho Tiddt.. Road. Thoro were 

no significant changes on our other India- Bunna fronts . 

3 . A 11-29, presumably one ot tha two miosing tram the 29 July attack 

on J.fukdan, landed north ot Vladivostok . The crew ns interned. 

PACIFIC AND 50!/TBIIEST PACIFIC THEATE!lS 

1 . Southwest Pacific B-2~'• on 1 Auguat b<JIIbed Woleai and Palau 

and two is1ande to the nortbeaat . other missions wore directed against 

- 3 -
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1oatall.at ions and barge hidaouta in the l'lew&k area and against shipping 

and vUlages on Vogelkop. 

Our forces have consolidated their lino oaat or the Dr1oumor 

River; in the A!ua area our infantry, alter repu1sing some attacks, 

resumed the o!!eneiva . As a resu1t of our operations 1o northwestern 

New Ouioea to date, including thoso at Noem.foor, Biak, Wakde and 

Hollnndie, more than 11,500 of the enell\)' beve been kUled and 1 , 300 

captured; of the latter group L02 were Formosans t aken when our forces 

s eized lloemfoor. Casualty figures on the Cape Sansapor operation l ist 

nine enemy stragglers killed and seven pri soners of war . 

Targets in southern Bouga1ovUle aod northern Choiseu1 ""re 

attacked by L4 llavy planes during 31 July; 32 others bombed Kavisng 

and attacked targets on New Ireland and 15 bit supply areao near Rabau1 . 

Two Japanese planes dropped a doze.n bombs on Orl Island on 

30 July kUling nine Allied troops . 

2 . During 31 Ju1y s:uall numbers of Centr al Pacific planes continued 

their harassing of Taroa, llille, Jaluit and Nauru. 

3. On l August our lines on Quam were advanced northward against 

l itt l e opposition from one-half mUe on tho west t o two end one-half 

mUes on the apt . Our supply ehipe are unloading in Apr<> Harbor. 

L. Organized resistance ceased on Tinien on 1 August . • 

- I. -
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5. O..neral Richardson has been designated Commanding O<oneral, 

United States Amy Forces in the Paci!'l.c Ocean Area; previoua]J< be 

canmanded our !rn>y forces in the Contra! Pacti'ic Area . His n.,. c"""""'d 

includes the part c! the tenner South Pacti'ic Area ]J<ing east of 159° 

East Longitude; t he rema.inder of the South Pacific Area had previously 

passed to General llacArthur ' s comand. 

EASTERll FIDNT 

During 2 August Soviet forces advanced north and south of Kaunas; 

the raiiroad from Sbavli to Kaunas was cl eared and the pre-1939 border 

of East Prussia was reached at one point . Soutlnms t of Bialystok, the 

Sovi ets moved forward on a 35-mlle front toward the Narev River. Active 

fighting continued i n the east suburbs of Warsaw with no change in t he 

situation. Soviet forces held two bridgeheads over the Vistula; one 

south cf Deblin, the ether near Baranov. Northwest ot Pnernysl Red 

forces advanced 20 miles . 
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EURoPEAN TI!ElTER 

1 . ~ 8t h ,Air Foree operations on 31 July, 1,181 heavy bombers 

hit targets in the Uunioh area with nearly 1,700 tons of explosives and 

incendiaries, dropped 1,2.30 tons on Luc!llieshafen and attacked three 

French airfields rlth a total ot 197 tons . Escorting fighters shot down 

18 (probably 19) en0111y planee; 16 heavy bombers and five !ishters tailed 

to return. 

Early reports covering l August operations of tbe 8t h Air Force 

indicate that 1,290 escorted B-17'• and B-24's attacked five airdromes in 

tha l.!alun-chartres-Tours area with fair to excellent results and oomplated 

success ful supply-dropping missions in southarn France . Preliminary 

reports incl1eate thst 14 banbers and four !igllters failed to return; our 

claims arc two enemy planes dest royed on the ground . 

During .Jl July and the night following, RAF banbers dropped nearly 

2,000 tons of exploaives on supply dumps ooutb of Rbeims and east of Lille, 

tho port area at Le Havre, a rail center southeast of Paris and banb launching 

sites along the Channel coast. Six banbers are mi.ssing from these operations . 

' Tho Allied Expedit ionary Air Force !l"" more than ) 1 300 sorties 

during the 24- bour period ending at 1100, l August, in suppor t of our 

llormanctr opera tiona . Seven enemy planes were deatroyed for the loss of 

two bOI:lbers and ten fighter banbera . Six additional banbera were lost in 

operations against !lying bomb sites and other Normanctf targets . 

~ring the 24 hours ending at 1100, 1 August, 30 !lying banbs 

penetra~ed to London; twenty-nine others were dsstra,red. 

- 1 -
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2. Communiques from Supreme Headquarters indicate that our Firat 

~ entered Brittlll'\Y durieg 1 August , a.nnored cOlUliUls from Avranches 

reaching Pont orson and Ducey. Dall!s in the Ducey and Vezins areas ""re 

captured intact. Other US forces neld the line of the Rive r See after 

takieg Bracey. Fierce fighting was reported south of Villedieu-les-

Poelea and ie the Percy erea. Farther east our forces overcan:e a stubborn 

dafense to capture Teesy-sur-Vire. The British Second Anzy drive south 

of Caumont gained more than seven miles, crossing the Sonleuvre, capturing 

Le Beey Socage and joining with .American in!ant ry col\ll!II'IS pushieg south 

from the Torigni-our-Vire sector . 

3. Becauoe of the acute $hortege of infantry riflemen replacements 

I 
approXimately 3,000 infant.ry,.an and 25,000 men fran other Arlos and Services 

in the furopean Theater of Operations are being retrained as riflemen. The 

cancellation of all furloughs of trained rille replacements schednled for 

sbijJ!lent to ETO during July and August has been requested by the theater 

in order to meet the critical shortage of this type replac.,.ent . 

1. lo!edillm bcmber oporationa were cancelled and fighter bomber 

operations restricted during 31 Jnly because of unfavorable weather. 

However, more than 600 sorties wore flown durin& which an attack on 

airdranea in southern France destroyed 15 parked enemy planes and strikes 

against l .ines of COIIIII.unication in the upper Po Valley severely damaged 

several bridges and cratered highways in mlll'\Y places . Four o! our planes 

are missing frCJD these operations. Coaetal aircraft flew """"P" over 



... 

... 

•r 

~ 

"' • 
~ 

~ •. 
-s¢. 

·~ - ~ .. ~ 
'l> "' 

• 
. AREA lf1DDU: !ASTERN .. • • ! _. ..... 

--.c • 
'L 

.. 
... 

.- - - . 

-



u 
$ • • • .;; 

( 

CiHITT.\GOH4 .. 

. ...... 



( 

7 a 2 I SE@I!di' 
DI CLABSIJ'W 

OlD Let t er, 6- 8-71 

Yugoslavia and along the southern coast o! F-rance. 

Weather conditione which hampered t actical operations on 31 July 

(!l'Ouoded the 15th ill' Foree during thet night and tho next day. 

2. '!'he Allied Armies 1n Italy reported only minor gains dw-ing the 

period ending at 0600 on 1 August. Our Fifth Army engaged in regrauping 

and patrolling while, to the east , the British Eighth Arley continued to 

advance &lowly towards Florence . On the Adriatic coast tho enaey' opposed 

all attempts of patrols f r om the Polish Corps to cross the Uioa. 

Allied For ce Headquarters, in a special release , described a 

raid by land, sea and air forces against H1mare, Albania, on 29 July, 

during which heavy casualties were 1nfl1ct ed on the enemy earr1eon there 

and 30 prisoners t<lken . 

ASIATIC THEATER 

1. American and Chinese troops moved !onrard in Uyitkyina during 

31 July and captured the southern edge of an airetrip north of the tmm. 

Indian coluons not of Jlogaung approached Taungni from tl<o directions 

occupying villages two and one-half mUes to the northwest and two r.Ulos 

to the southwest. On the L!anipur front British patrols operated 23 mUoe 

east of !lophal . Troops pushing down tho Tiddim Road advanced three mUes 

oouth of Churachenclpw-. 

2. Additional reports for 29 July indicate that Bast em Air Ca:wand 

f ighters also attacked bridges , river craft, ent!li\Y transportation and an 

oU pipe line on the Al"akan tront, bridgss in tho a,8r.lo area of north 

- 3 -
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au-ma, and railroad equipment and air!iel<b in the Vandala;r area. Tbe 

next ~. in more than (/) sorties, fighter aircraft supported ground 

operations on our Ind1&-Bunlla fronts and again hit rail !acUities and 

air!iel<b, 

.3. Twent;r-one 14th Air Force figbtere, opera tina over northeast 

French Indo-China during JO Jul:r, sank a .)OQ-!oot steamer and three 

100-!oot coal barges on the Red River at Nc Dinh and damaged Japanese 

barracks at Lang Son , The next day 12 B-2~ ' s banbed tho Wuohang raU­

road yar<b leaVina tires visible for (I) miles . 

PA.CIP'IC AJID SOUTHIIEST PA.CIFIC TH&lTt:llS 

1. During .31 July, US units crossed the Drinumor River and advanced 

two miles east t o the line of the Niumsn Creek . 

Light and fiahter bcaber llli.ssions supported Australian ground 

llllits near the mouth of the Sepik River and attacked Japanese motor 

transportation, barge hideouts , and supply areas 1n the lrewak area. B-2~ 

formations dropped 2.) tons on supply dumps at lroleai and euceesstully 

attacked two airdraaee 1n the Halmaheru, destroying an unstated nUDiber 

of planes on the ground . A total of 26 other B-24' s, operating to the 

west, dropped 34 tons on Namlea (Boeroo) with good e.rtect and 22 tons 

on the Amahai (Ceram) airfield, starting large fires. Maoemere , on 

Flores, was the target f or two missions totalling 26 Dutch and RAAF B-2$1s; 

a Navy reconnaissance bomber sank a $,000- ton transport eut of Amboina. 

During .30 Jul7 oYer 120 Solcaons-baaed banbera struck Kavieng 

and other targets on New Ireland. Smaller missions harassed Rabaul 
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and hit gun poeitiono end ator ace tacllitiee in the lloupinYille area . 

2 . Control Pacific aircraft new over 100 sortie• againlt eneiiiY 

inotallatione at POMpe, JoJ.uit , Nallrll, 'Rotje end llill e ch1r1nc .30 July. 

That night three B-21. ' o dropped more than eight tons on TrW< tlrgeta . 

) . OS torceo on au... hid <"Ut caa:pletol,y acro10 the island virtualJ.7 

unopposed b7 rU&httall ot )l July. Pa~lo in the eouthem holt ot the 

ieland encountered only .....U, ecattered onOIII,Y c roups . Japanese cltad 

counted exceeded 6,200. 

b. Attar a naval and air preparation, our Tinian forces relNIDed 

the attock earl7 on 31 July scoring saine of aore than a mile acrou 

the entire island acainet coderate oppooitian and in difficult t enain . 

0\lr casual. t i ll up to 1800 on .30 July totalled 110 lcilled, 6a2 110Unded 

and 31 ais•ina· EneJO;Y dead totelled 2, 800 and 909 civilians have been 

interned; 2, 600 enemy troops are believed to remain in the small pocket 

of resistance on the southeastern tip or th41 island. 

Red A.miea on the north scored a brellc- thr<JUib to the OUlt ot ftl&a 

along the railroad to Tukuma during 1 .&.lguat . Kaunas wu occupied and 

small gaino reported north and south of that town; the drive eouthwoet 

of Pskov placocl forwarcl olements within ll llilo• of OUlbe.ne and seizecl 

the roilra.d town ot Livan1 co::pletintl Soviet control of the raUw~ 

t2'0a Drlnalc to Panenaya . East of Warsaw tho Ruaaiane took Siedlce and 

pushecl weot to ••h• aore of tha railroad looclinC to the to.-r PaJ.ilh 

capital . 
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