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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

0n 30 November, three B-24's attacked northern Paramushiro.

EUVROPEAN THEATER

l. During the 24-hour period ending mt sunset, 29 November, the

Tactical Alr Porces flew 2,417 bomber and fighter sorties in support
of ground operations on the Continent, Nine of our planes are missing.

During the night of 28-29 November, the RAF dropped 1,261 tons
of bombs on Essen and 8056 tons on Neuss. Seventy-five Mosquitces struck
Furnberg, On 29 November, a 1,779-ton attack was made on Dortmund and
30 Mesquitoes hit an oil plant at Duisburg. Seven bombers and one
Mosquito were lost.

fn 30 November, 1,283 escorted heavy bombers of the 8th Air
Force were airborne to attack oil plants in the Leipzig area and rafl
yards at Neunkirchen and Homburg. Escorting fighters shot down four
enemy planes, Proliminary reports show 56 bombers and four fightera
missing.

During the 24 hours ending at 0600 on 30 November, nine rockets
fell in Bngland,

On 28 and 29 November, 35 additional flying bombs and 15 additional
rockets fell on the Continent, chiefly in the Liege, Antwerp and Malmedy

ATGLE .

2. During the 24 hours ending at noon, 30 November, British troops

continued to improve their positions on the west bank of ths Meuse north

-

of Venlo.
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We again made local gains against heavy oppositicn on the
Ninth and First Army fronts east of Amchen; house-to-house fighting
contimied in some sectors. The XIX Corps cleared the enemy from &
three and one-half mile stretch of the west bank of the Roer River north
ef Julich., Units of the VII Corps advanced out of the Hurtgen Forest
into open country near Duren,

East of Mets, our Third Army's XX Corps advanced along a
20-mile front, reaching positions within & mile of the Saar River south
of Merzig and within ten miles of Saarbrucken on the southern flank of
the sector., Near Metz, we captured one of four forts remaining in
enemy hands. The XII Corps made scuttered gains in the sector south of
Saarbrucken.

On the Seventh Army fromt, the XV and VI Corps continued te
gain ground steadily along broad fronts north and south of Strasbourg,
respectively. 1In the VI Corps sector, French armored units ocoupled
Eratein,

The First French Army advanced up to four miles along a 20-mile

front northeast of Belfort.

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

l. During the 24-hour period ending at 1800 on 29 November,
despite adverse weather which grounded heavier plames, §40 light bombers
and fighters of the Tmotical Air Force attacked transportation and supply

routes in northern Italy. The Coastal and Balkan Air Foroces flew about

75 sorties. Two enemy planes were destroyed,
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Light bombers from the Middls East attacked harbor
installutions and an airdrome on Rhodes.

0n 30 November, weather grounded the 15th Air Force,

2. Om 29 November, Brazilian troops on the Fifth Army front
north of Pistola lost Mount Belvedsre to a heavy counterattack. The
next day, they attacked in the same area but were stopped by intense
mortar fire, British troops south of Bologna lost a hill position
to a counterattack. Astride the road running northeast to Imola,
British armored troops advanced a mile to Fontanelice, which was found
elear of the enemy. Other Allied units made local pains near Modiglian:

On the Eighth Army front, British Indian units made minor

gtins on & two-mile front north of Forli against heavy opposition.

The I Canadian Corps assumed command of the coastal sector south

of Raverma,

ASTATIC THEATER

l. During 27 and 28 November, the Eastern Air Command flew 2,237
sorties., Of these, 587 were tmctical. They included the attack near
Mandalay (reported yesterday), attacks by 26 medium bombers on rail
fagilities farther scuth, and strikes against airfields in the same area.

Three planes were lost,

2. On 28 November, 17 Liberators of the l4th Air Force mgain hit
rail yards near Hanoi; 43 lighter aireraft attacked targets from west

of Mangshih to Lashio; 16 attacked sdvancing Japansse troops in the
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Nentan area, and 12 struck rail bridges in northeastern French Indec-
China and northwestern Thailand. We lost ome B-24 on reconnajssance

over the South China Sea,

3. By 29 November, Allied troops on the Chindwin f'ront had ocoupied
Paungbyin without opposition, and patrels found a settlement 13 milea to
the southesst olear of the enemy. East of Xalemyo, an enemy position
was captured = nd the advance toward Kelewa resumed, A Chinese regiment
crossed the Irrawaddy River at Moda. Chinese advansing southeast of

Bhame gained four miles without contact.

4, Japanese troops, outflanking Chinese resistance in the Nantan

area, have captured Tulkiang, 95 miles southeast of Ewelyang.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1., Communiques of 1 December report continuing fighter attacks
against Jap convoys bound for Ormoe. Reported sunk were: four large
cargo ships, four medium transports, six small transports and carge
ships, and three destroyer-escorts. In addition, one large cargo ship
and a destroyer were set afire., Operations reports show 13 (probably 17)
Jap fighters destroyed during attacks by 76 of our aircraft against convoye
on 28 and 29 November; we lost one medium bomber and one fighter,

On 27 November, more than 60 Solomons-based airoraft attacked
the Bougainville-New Britain-New Ireland area, During 28 and 29
Yovember, B8 B-24's struck airdromes near Davao and on Negros. Twalve

B=24's hit Celebes, and more than 110 other sorties were flown in the

il
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Bouthwest Pacific ares, One more Jap plane was lost and five

destroyed on the ground.

£, By 29 November, our troops had crossed the Leyte River and
oocupied ground on both sides of the romd two miles south of Limon.
In the central sector of the island, we reached Lake Danas, south of
Burauen and continued to consolidate positions and mop up enemy

pockets throughout the sector,
On 27 November, the S5th Australisn Division assumed operational

command of New Britain from US Forces.

3. During the pericd 27-29 November, more than 110 Pacific Oecean
Area planes attacked enemy installations in the Palaus, Marianas and

Bonins and raided Yap and Marcus, Four enemy planes were shot down,

EASTERN FRONT

On 30 November, Soviet troops made two to five mile advances along
8 90-mile front extending from Dukla Pass to Eger, Northeamst of Pecs
they enlarged their Danube bridgehead to the north, Yugoslav Partisans,

in collaboration with Soviet troops, entered Kraljevo,
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ETROPEAN THEATER

1. During the 24-hour period ending at sunset, 28 November, the
Tactlical Air Forces flew 1,526 sorties in support of ground operations
on the Continent, Six enemy aircraft were shot down; we lost 14
fighters and one transport plane.

On 29 November, 1,080 escorted heavy bombers of the Bth Air
Force were airborne to sttack an oil refinery et Misburg, rail yards
at Hamm, and rail wviaducts at Altenbeken and Bielefeld, There was
no fighter opposition. Preliminary reports show thres bombers lost.
During the 24-hour period ending at 0800 on 29 November, four
rockets fell in England, On 27 and 28 November, 39 additional flying
bombs fell in Liege and neighboring areas. Une rocket fell near

.ﬁ.nt‘l'l'ﬂrp .

2. During the 24 hours ending at noon, 29 November, British
troops improved their positions along the Meuse north of Venle.

Northeast of Amchen, the US Ninth Army continued to gain ground
slowly west of the Roer River. East of Aachen, on the First Army front,
heavy and sustained opposition limited the VII Corps to a maximum
advance of 1,000 yards in the push toward Duren; local gains continued,
however, throughout the sector and on the northern flank of the
adjacent V Corps sector.

Northeast of Metz, our Third Army's XX Corps advanced on a ten-
mile front and at one point was within four miles of Saarlautern. There

were scattered gains in the XIT Corps sector to the south,

.
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Our Seventh Army continued to make advances in the XV Corps
saotor north of Strasbourg. The VI Corps advanced scuth toward
Salestat in sectors extending 20 mliles sobuthwest from Erstein; Bary
and mmerous smallar towns were captured, but heavy Tighting continued
in Erstein.

The First French Army advanced to straighten its line along a
15-mile front north of Belfort. Onas French armored column pushed to a

point five miles northeast of Mulhouse,

3. By 26 November, 219 berths were clearad in Antwerp Harbor, No

reports of tonnage unloaded are yet awvailable.

#

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

1. During thes 24-hour period ending at 1800 on 28 November, the
Tactical Alr Foroes, with bad weather still prevailing, flew 412 sorties.
These included 102 by medium bombers concentrating on Po Valley hridges.
Constal and Balkan Alr Foroe sorties totalled 47. In all, three fighters
were lost., Both that day and the next, strategic bombers were grounded

by the weather.

2, In the 24 hours ending at noon, 29 November, numerous enemy
raids were repulsed along the sector of the Fifth Army front extending
from north of Pistola to southeast of Bologna. British Indian troops
of the Fifth Army approached Casola Valsenio which was reported clear
of the enemy, and oocupied Mount Tura, west of Modigliana.

There was no change in the general situation on the Eighth

Army front.
-2 =
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ASTATIC THEATER

1, On 25 November, l4th Air Force fighters destroyed two river
naval vessels and left a third sinking at Anking. During 26 and 27
November, 165 additionsl sorties were flown., During these operations
17 B-24's hit rail yards near Hanoi in French Indo-China and a B-24
sank two coastal vessels southwest of Kowloon.

On 28 November, 21 Liberators of the Eastern Air Command

struck marshalling yards near Mandalay.

2, (m 28 November, Allied troops to the eamst of the Chindwin
River reached Nankan, northeast of Mawlailk, and patrols to the south
were ten miles southeast of Masein., Although Chinese troops along
the Burma Road were near Chefang, Jap elements were active nine miles

to the northeast.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

l, During 26-28 November, nearly 200 previously unreported sorties
were flown in the Southwest Pacific area. Included were attacks by 30
B-24's on airdromes near Dawvao; other planes attacked airdromes on
Lugon, Celebes, Halmahera, Ceram, Amboina, New Britain and western New
Guinea, while still others, attacking shipping, destroyed at least 17
small vessels, including four seatrucks landing troops on northwestern
Leyte. TFurther reports of enemy raids over Leyte on 27 November claim

ten additional Japanese planes destroyed.
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2. Oround troops om Leyte repulsed further counterattacks

south of the Paulanas River. Ho other significant action was reported,

3, Jap sirfields on Iwo Jima were hit with 165 tons of bombs in

two attackes by Tth Alr Force Liberators on 27 and 28 November.

4. During the night of 259-30 Novembsr, 24 B-29's of the 2lst
Bomber Command dropped 66 tons of bombs on the Tokyo industrial area.
Two other B-29's attacked secondary targets nearby. One bomber is

missing.

EASTERN FRONT

South of Budapest, Soviet troops consolidated their Danube bridge-
heads between Baja and Apatin and advanced 15 miles to the rallroad

junotion of Peoa.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

1. During the 2l=hour period ending at sunset, 27 Novembar, the
Tactical Air Forces flew Bl6 sorties in support of ground operations on
tha Continent. Two enemy planes were destroyed; we lost four aireraft.

In the dawn attack on Munich, 27 November, the RAF dropped 761
tons of bombs., Later that day, 929 tons were dropped on Cologne rail
yards, During the night of 27-28 November, 1,750 tons were dropped on
Freiburg and 1,398 tons on Neuss, Seventy-eight Mosquitces hit Barlin
and other targets in Germany. In all, four heavy bombers and one Mosquito
were lost.

During Bth Air Force operations on 27 November against rail targets
at Offenburg and Bingen, 1,372 tons of bombs were dropped. Revised reports
of the aerial battle over Germany on the same date indicate that 750 enemy
craft were encountered, of which 98 were shot down. Four others wera
dastroyed on the ground.

Adverse weather forced cancellation of Bth Air Force operations
: on 28 November. @ .

During the 2h=hour period ending at 0600 on 28 November, three
rocketa fell in England. On 25 and 27 November, 12 additional rockets
fell in the Antwerp area, and 33 additional flying bombs in areas as

follows: Antwerp 5, Aachen l, Liege 18, Malmedy 3, St. Vith 2, and Dieuze 1.

2+ By noon, 28 Novembar, ocur First and Ninth Armies were continuing
to press the attack on the Roer River line. The XIX Corps reached the

-l -
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river west of Julich, repulsing a counterattack to the northwest of the
town. West of Duren, our VII Corps pressed forward and also repulsed
an enemy counterattack, Immediately to the north a gain of two mi_'Lu
was made to the outskirts of Inden. East of Wetz our Third Army pushing
into the Saar Valley, mads substantial progress on a 25-mile front; it
advanced two to five miles in most sectors making one penetration to a
point seven miles east of St. Avold and within ten miles of Saarbrucken.

On the Seventh Army front local gains were made near Buchsweiler
and in the passes through the Vosges west and northwest of Selestat.
Southwest of Strasbourg, we repulsed a counterattack at Erstein but were
forced to withdraw north of Barr.

In the Belfort Gap, the First French Army cut off the Cerman
salient which had extended southwest of Mulhouse. FEast of Le Thillet,
advances were made on a 12-mile front to the crests of the Vosges.

There was no significant change on the British Army front.

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

1. Daring the 2h-hour period ending at 1800 on 27 November, Balkan
and Coastal Air Forces planes made minor attacks on road movements in
Yugoslavia and Albania and along the French-Italian Riviera. ‘lnat.l;tur

prevanted other offensive operations.

2, On 27 November, seven light bombers and two fighters from the

Middle Fast attacked harbor installations and shipping in the Fhodes area,

3« During the 24 hours ending at 1200 on 28 November, swollen rivers

-
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and deep mud restricted operations on the Italian front. A minor

counterattack was repulsed by our Fifth Army south of Bologna,

ASIATIC THEATER

1. During 25-26 November, 75 additional sorties were flown by
the lhth Air Force against widespread targets in China, French Indc-

China and Thailand.

2. During 26 November, the Eastern Air Command flew 847 sorties,
of which L50 were tactical. Twenty-one B-2L's hit rail bridges on
the Bangkok-Chiengmal line, 2l attacked a rail junction at Pyinmana and
three others laid mines off Penang Harbor. Fighters attacked targets

throughout central Burma and in the Lashio=Fhamo area.

3. By 27 November, Allied troops north of Mawlaik had extended
their salient southeast of the Chindwin River to a depth and front of
15 miles., The Chinese on the Salween front were one and one-half miles

southeast of Chefang.

ks BSankiang, 50 miles west of Kweilin, has been cccupied by the

Japanese.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

On 26 and 27 November, 100 sortiss were reported in the Southwest
Pacifie area, principally over the Philippines; these included attacks

by 43 B-2lLi's on air installations on Negros. During the two days, two
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enamy planes were shot down and one destroyed on the ground. In the
Leyte area, eleven Japanese planes were shot down during a heavy attack
on cur shipping; three enemy transport planes bearing some 50 troops
crash=-landed on Leyte in the Dulap area.

On northern Leyte, additional hill positions to the southeast
of Limon were cleared. On central Leyte our attack south and southwest
of Dagami continued apgainst stubborm resistance, Patrels reached Lubi,
On Ormoc Bay, south of the Palanas River, further Japanese counterattacks

ware repulsed,
EASTERN FRONT

In the Dukla Pass-lngvar area, Soviet troops continued to advance on
a broad front during 28 November, although impeded by heavy rains. They
also enlarged their bridgehead on the lower Damube by capturing Mchacs.,

In Yugoslavia, Bulgarian troops captured Raska,
GENERAL

In order to avoid adverse public reaction, the War Department has
warned all commands to exercise particular care in effecting the diacharge
of nationally prominent persons. Such cases will be referred to the

War Department for final determination.
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

On 26 November, a single B-2l attacked the southern end of Paramushir

in the Kuriles.

EUROPEAN THEATER

l. During the 24-hour pericd ending at sunset, 26 November, the

Tactical Air Forces flew 2,892 sortles in support of ground operations
on the Continent. Eight enemy aircraft were destroyed; we loat 21,

In operations against Hamm, Bislefeld and other targets on
26 November, the Bth Air Force dropped 3,189 tons of bombs,

On 25 November, 75 RAF heavy bombers dropped 350 tonms on the
Fulda railway center. In a dawn attack the next day, 270 heavies and
aight Mosquitoes were airborne to strike Munich; 13 Mosquitoes bombed
Karlsruhe and Erfurt.

On 27 November, some 530 escorted heavy bombers of the Bth Air
Force attacked rail vards at Offenburg and & railway Jjunction at Bingen.
Ona bomber and three fighters are missing., On the same day, 502 fighters,
airborne to sweep northwest and central CGermany, were intercepted by
some 200 enemy aireraft; ninety-four anemy planes were shot down and four
othars destroyed on the ground. We lost 11 fighters.

During the 2h-hour period ending at 0600 on 27 November, eight
rockets fell in England.

2. North of Venlo, on 27 November, the Second British Army continued
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its drive to clear the west bank of the Meuse. Enemy strongpoints still
held out west and north of "i"ﬂnl:‘.u

At noon, 27 November, our Ninth and First Armies northeast of
Aachen were contimuing their attack on the Roer River line with progress
still measured by yards, House-to-house fighting continued in Kirchberg
and Koslar, southeast of Julich. Farther south, slow progress was made
in the Forest of Hurtgen in the face of an enemy counterattack. East of
Metz the Third Army made some progress toward Merzig, expanded their salient
north of Falkenberg to St. Aveld, and cleared the east portion of the Bols
de Bonnefontaine north of Finstingen.

The Seventh Army contimued to expleoit its gains on the Alsatian
Plain making local progress northwest of Buchsweiler, clearing the area to
the south and advancing towards the Fhine between Hagenau and Strasbourg.
The remainder of the forts around Strasbourg have been taken. In the
vicinity of Molsheim, our VI Corps drove east to Join hands with a French
armered division which aleo made gains up to five miles south along the
Bruche Canal. The First French Army contimued to pinch out the remaining
German resistance east of Belfort with additional gains to the north.
The town of Dannemarie was retaken and further local advances made to the

southwest of Mulhouse.

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

1. During the 2h=hour period ending at 1800 on 26 November, cpera-
tions were again curtailed by adverse weather. The Tactical Air Force flew

323 fighter and fighter-bomber sorties to attack rail communications in the
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cantral Po Valley and targets éen the central battle front. S5ix planes,

including one each by the Coastal and Balkan Alr Forces, were lost.

2« At noon on 27 November, heavy rain and poor visibility were
still greatly restricting operations along the entire front. The XIII
Corpa of the Fifth Army made local gains in the area southwest of Faenza.
On the Eighth Army front, British troops crossed the Marzenc River and
advanced to the line of the Lamone River at the southern edge of Faenza.
Northeast of the town, fighting continued between the Montone and Lamone
Rivars where enemy resistance was still strong., An enemy position taken

in this area was later recaptured by a counterattack supported by tanks.

ASIATIC THEATER

l., During 25 November the Eastern Air Command flew 1,231 sorties
of which 529 were tactical. Fighters swept river traffic and rail lines
through central Burma and hit targets in the Lashio-Bhamo region, Medium

bombers attacked railways and other targets in the Mandalay area.

2. During 2L and 25 November, the llth Air Force flew some 75
previously unreported offensive sorties, mainly over the Ishan-Kwellin-
Hengshan area, In addition, fighters swept rail traffic in Thailand and
river traffic in French Inde-China. Three B-2l's destroyed a 200-foob
submarine chaser, probably destroyed a light cruiser and damaged other
shipping in the South China Sea. Other B-2L's laid mines in Haiphong

Harbor in French Indo=China.
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3. On 27 November, 58 B-29's of the 20th Air Force dropped 380
tons of bombs on the Bansue rail yard at Bangkok. Six enemy planes

ware destroyed; all of our aircraft returned.

L« On 26 November, Chinese troops on the Salwean front contimued
to advance south of Mengka. On the Irrawaddy front Chinese patrols
were active along the Shweli River south of Bhamo. On the Chindwin
front the British advanced to within five and one-half miles of Kalewa

on the west without contact.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

l. On 24 November, 86 B-2lL's struck airfields on Negros and Mindanac
and eight others attacked the Ormoec area. Some 130 other sorties were
flown over the Philippines, Celebes and Ambon; eight enemy planes were
shot down and one parked bomber destroyed., On 25 Novembar, 18 B-2L's
hit an airfield near Davao. Other alreraft supported ground operations
on Leyte, attacked islands in Ormoec Bay and sank ten small vessels off
Palawan and Cebu., On the same day, Solomons forces flew 118 sorties
against targets in the Bougainville, New BEritain, and New Ireland area.

During 2L - 26 November, 12 enemy planes were shot down over ocur

alr bases on Leyte and Morotal.

2+ On northern Leyte, stubborm resistance continued east and south-
east of Limon. Teo the southeast, lst Cavalry Division occupled Mt.
Cabungangan. Scattered resistance was encountered by cur 11th Airborne

Division at Takin, threes and one-half miles west of Purauen. The 96th
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Division met stubborn resistance in an attack south of Kabayan and
gouthwest of Dagami. Near Ommoc, the Tth Divisicn repulsed another

attack south of the Palanas River.

3. On 25 November, Pacific Ocean Area bombers and fighters struck
targets in the Marghall, Marianss, Bonin and Palau Islands, and at Marecus,
Yap and Iwo Jima. On 26 November, 16 fighters hit Rota and four medium

bombers attacked shipping and harbor installations at Chichi Jima.

. During two Jap attacks upon our bases in the Marianas on 27 Nov-
ember, four B-29's were destroyed and at least two others seriously

damaged. Thirteen enemy planes were shot down.

§. Early reporta of the B-29 raid against the Japanese mainland on
27 November state that 59 bombers dropped 147 tons on the Tekyo dock and
urban area. The primary target, an engine plant in the Tokyo area, was
not bombed owing to cloud conditions. Twenty-one bombers returned early

and one was lost in the ocean.

EASTERN FRONT

There was no substantial change on the Eastern Front during 27 Novembe:
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EUROPEAN THEATER

1. During the 2h-hour period ending at sunset, 25 November, the
Tactical Air Forces flew 2,145 sorties in support of ground operations
on the Continent. Twalve enemy planes were shot down; we lost two
bombers and thirteen fighters.

On 26 November, some 1,100 escorted heavy bombers of the Bth
Adr Force attacked an oil refinery near Hannover, rail yards at Hamm,

& railroad viaduct at Bielefeld and other targets in northwestern Germany.
One hundred eleven (probably 11k) enemy planes were shot down by our
fighters and 11 destroyed on the ground. The bombers claim the destructio
of 16 (probably 27) attacking aircraft. Thirty-seven bombers and 1l
fighters are missing.

Losses during Oth Air Force operations on 25 November (Merseburg
and Bingen raids) were ten bombers and five fighters; nine enemy planes
were destroyed.

During the night of 25-26 November, B5 Mosquitoes attacked
Nurnberg, Stuttgart, Hagen and Erfurt.

In the 2l-hour period ending at 0600 on 26 November, six rockets
fell in England. Om 24 and 25 November, five additional rockets fell in
Antwerp, and 58 additional flying bombs as follows: +two in Aachen, L1 in
Liege, eight in Malmedy, and seven in S5t. Vith,

2. By 1200 of 26 November, our First and Ninth Armies contimued thei:

attack on the Roer River line which defends the approaches to Cologne.

e
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Frogress under heavy mortar and artillery fire, through deep mud, was
measured by yards. A local counterattack was repulsed southwest of
Duren. Another enemy attack supported by tanks coming from the vieinity
of Julich was contained, and artillery fire broke up a third counter-
attack northwest of Julich.

Our Third Army continued its drive into the Saar Basin making
local gains east of Metz, north of Falkenberg, and northwest of Finstingen.
Three forts on the defensive perimeter of Metz, where resistance contimed,
have surrendered and been occupied.

Our Seventh Army was contimuing to expand its gains in the
Strasbourg area. Local progress was made mortheast of Buchsweiler and
north of Strasbourg toward Hagenau and the Fhine. A French metorized
division moving west from Strasbourg along the Bruche Canal has almost
effected a junction with troops of the VI Corps debouching from the Sasles
Pass at Molsheim,

The French First Army continued to pinch out the remaining German
resistance in Belfort Oap, with gains to the northeast and east of Belfort,
and to the scuthwest of Mulhouse. All forts where resistance continued
at Belfort have been taken.

The Second British Army's advance toward the Meuse had gained up

to three miles on a five-mile front northwest of Venlo,

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

1. During the 2l-hour peried ending at 1800 on 25 November, contiming
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adverse weather limited air operations; the Tactical Alr Force flew
73 sortiss and Coastal and Balkan Air Forces 111. Two planes are
missing.

On 25 November more than 70 heavy bombers of the 15th Air
Force dropped supplies in Yugoslavia. On 26 November, 39 15th Adr
Force fighters attacked transportation near Seregelyes in Hungary.

Nine interceptors were shot down for the loss of five of our fighters.

2. By 1200 of 26 November, the enemy had withdrawn from both sides
of Fasnza. Following up, the Eighth Army advanced to the Lamone River
along a front extending four miles northeast from Faenza, and to the
southwest, approached the river line on & seven-mile front. Near
Brisighella, Polish troops have crossed the Lamone River without meeting
the enemy. The enemy withdrawals extended into our Fifth Army sector
where advances of several miles were made on & six-mile front. In the
Adriatie sector, the British Eighth Army reached a point within a mile

and a half of Havenna.

ASIATIC THEATER

ls During 2L Nevember, the Eastern Air Command flew 1,071 sorties.
Of these, L413 were tactical and ineluded attacks on railroad bridges
from Rangoon to Katha, and on rail facilities in Thailand.
During 21-23 November, more than 110 additional 1lth Adr Force
planes attacked widespread targets in China., Seven Jap aircraft were

destroyed on an airfield at Anking; we lost two planes. On 2L November,
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21 B-2L's struck Hankow storage areas, Of B0 other reported sorties,
&0 were flown over the Burma FAoad from Chefang to Lashio.

On 21 and 22 November, Jap planes attacked our airfield at

Suichwan, deatroying cne B-2L and one fighter.

2. On 25 November, Allied troops omn the Chindwin front had ad-
vanced to points eix miles north and four miles northwest of Kalewa.
In China, the Japanese moved toward jolning the flanks of

their two columns west of Liuchow, cccupying Wuming and Nanning.

3« The Alr Transport Command of the India-China Division is
inaugurating a weekly service with B-2L type aircraft between Kunming

and Leyte. The first flight will leave Kumnming on 27 November.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

l. During 23 and 24 November, 1L B-2l's, previously unreported,
hit an airfield at Davao and seven cthers attacked the Ormoc areaj an

enemy fleatplane was shot down off Palawan.

2+ On 24 November, the lst Cavalry Division artillery on northern

Leyte successfully counter-batteried Jap artillery positions eix miles

south of Limon. In the central sector of the island, our troops repulse

a Jap attack in the Palanas River area about 12 miles southeast of Ormoc

and were attacking a stronmg hill position in the same area. Communiques

repert decreasing enemy resistance in the Ommoc corrider up to 26 Novemb

3+ Oeneral Headquarters, Southwest Pacific Area closed at Hollandis

ol

T




e
DECLASSIFIED
O8D Levtar, 5=-3-78

and opened on Leyte on 27 November.

L« On 24 and 25 November, 32 bombers attacked airfields and other
targets in the Bonins and 15 others attacked targets in the Palaus and

at Marcus Island.

5. Eighty-one B-29's were airborme for an attack scheduled to hit

targets on the Japanese mainland on 27 November.
QGENERAL

1., The War Department advised commanders ocutside the United States
that neither incomingror cutgoing Expediticnary Force (fixed text)
Christmas greeting messages will be transmitted from 6 to 25 Huvmhar{‘?}

because the load on transmission facilities would be excessive.

2. The following troop units have been ordered from their home
stations to New York and Boston Ports of Embarkation for movemeni overseast
Hq. XXTII Corps, 66th Inf. Div., 69th Inf. Div.; also infantry regiments

of the 63rd, L2d, 76th and TOth Infantry Divisions,
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EUROPEAN THEATER

1. During the 24-hour periocd ending at sunset, 2, November, weather
limited the Tactical Air Forces to 112 sorties.

During the night of 24-25 November, 57 RAF Mosquitoes bombed
Berlin, six othars, Gottingen.

On 25 November, 1,033 escorted heavy bombers of the Bth Air
Force were airborne to attack oil installations at Merseburg, Lutszkendorf
and Bingen,

During the 24-hour period ending at 0600 on 25 November, seven
rockets fell in England., Seven flying bombs were plottad, of which two
were overland, including one in the London area; antialrcraft destroyed
three, On 23 and 24 November, 23 flying bombs and three rockets fell

on the Continent, principally at Antwerp and Liege.

2. By 1200 hours of 25 November, the British Second Army had
reached the western defenses of Venlo and made limited gains near
Swolgen.

Diviaions of our First and Ninth Armies were heavily engaged in
the area to the east of Aachen where the enemy is strongly defending the
line of the Roer River between Julich and Duren. A counterattack forced
a local withdrawal to the southwest of Duren in the Forest of Hurtgen.
House-to-house fighting continued in Weisweiler. Tank operations were

hampered by deep mud,
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In the area southeast of Metz, the Third Army contimed its
advance to the Saar Basin and registered gains northwest of Finstingen
and north of Falkenberg. To the east of Metz, a local advance was made
toward Saarbrucken and further to the northeast advances were made in
the direction of Merszig.

The XV Corps of our Seventh Army had widened the penetration
in the Strasborg area to include Buchweller to the northwest, Weyersheim
te the north, and Molsheim to the west., Strasbourghas been cleared, but
the enemy still holds the Fhine bridges. Patrols are nearing Hagenau, 15
miles north of Strasbourg. The VI Corps has driven ahead an additional
ten miles through the Saales Pass, and has almost reached open country.
Other elements of the VI Corps have advanced to the vieinity of Markirech.

The First French Army reports that the enemy is beginning to
withdraw before Belfort, and an additional area northeast and east of the
city has been cleared. East of Mulhouse an enemy counterattack forced a

retirement to Habsheim.

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

1. During the 2h-hour period ending at 1800 on 2l November, adverse
weather limited the Tactical Adr Force to 2,3 sorties, mainly in the Faenza
area., During these and Coastal-Balkan operations two enemy planes were

destroyed; we lost two fighters.
On 2l November, 75 heavy bombers of the 15th Air Force dropped

supplies in Yugoslavia. That night heavy bombers dropped 110 tons of bombs
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on marshalling yards at Klagenfurt, Innsbruck and Hunich, and an oil

plant at Linz. We loat three bombers.

2, By 1200 hours of 25 November southwest of Bologna, Bragilian
troops of the Fifth Army had thrust four miles west near Gaggio Montano
and repulsed local counterattacks there and to the northeast. BSouth of
Faenza, the Eighth Army consclidatad ite positions and strengthensd the
bridgehead across the River Marsenc against resistance by infantry and
tanks. East of Faensa, a considerable area was cleared betwesn the Lamone :

Montone Rivers, extending the advance two miles north.

ASTATIC THEATER

1. During 20-22 November the llth Adr Force flew 150 additional
sorties, sinking a 300-foot anemy wesssal and probably another in the East
China Sea. ©Um 23 November, 30 aircraft attacked Lashic and supported
Chinese ground forces on the Salween River front; two B-24's attackad the

Kowloon docks and installations on Hainan.

2+ During 23 Novembar the Eastern Air Command flew 1,309 sorties of
which 561 were tactical. Fighters and medium bombars supported ground
operations on the Chindwin and Irrawaddy River fronts, bombing and strafing
targets near Kalewa and in the Lashio area. B-2l;'s bombed a railroad
bridge south of Rangoon and laid mines in the Bangkok region.

3. By 2l November, Chinese troops on the Salween front moving south-
west on the Burma Road from Mangshih were five miles from Chefang, and

flanking columns had progressed beyond the town.

-3 -
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08D Letter, 5-3-78
L. Continuing their westward advance in China, the Japanese have

occupied Hochih; they also have advanced southwest from Liunchow to take
Nanning where the lLth Air Force abandoned its airfield on 19 November.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. On 23 November, 139 Solamons-based aircraft struck the Bougainville-

New Britain-New Ireland area. More than 175 sorties were flown by other
Southwest Pacific planes from Timor teo Halmahera and over Borneo and the
Pnilippines; among these operations, 20 E-2's bombed Bacolod airdrome
on Negros, 18 medium bombers struck Cebu, and 47 fighters swept Negros.
During this two-day period, L2 enemy planes were shot down over Leyte.

On 23 November, the lst Cavalry Division on northern Leyte
launched an attack from Balud to clear the Pinamitinan-Mount Minoro-Sinayawan
area; mopping-up south to Mt. Pina continued. Two other divisions met
heavy resistance in the Limon area. On 24 November, the 96th Division in
the central sector encountered strong opposition 2,000 yards scuthwest of
Kabayan.

motor torpede boats have landed scouts on Masbate,

2. 0On 23 November, 17 B-24's hit Okimura in the Bonins and lighter
airoraft struck Wake, Wotje, Yap and the northern FPalaus.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

1 : &t e pmndad tha Tactical Adtr Tore Py 1 = 1
l. Dad weather grounded the Tactical Alr Forces for the 24=hour

ik ol Ak n A I Lo | PR, Ty
PEILOL CHUZLE S0 cUNOCL <2 nOVEELOED,

%
1

That day, escorted heavy bombers of the 8ih Adr Force dropped

316 tons of

3 e ¥ 9 T n r Y k4 ek - ricl ) y I ok
bonbs on an oil plant at CGelsenklrchen and 32 tons on rail

yards at Duisburg,

RAF heavy bombers dropped 950 tons on an oil plant near
Celsenkirchen the same day, and that night Losquitoes dropped B84 tons
on Hannover, and smaller tonnages near Eisenach, Gottingen and Dortmund,
Cne heavy bomber and one Losquito are missing.

On 24 November, weather forced cancellation of 8th Alr Force

During the 2 -hour period ending at 0600 on 24 November, 1.
flying bombs were plotted of which six landed in Suffolk and Essex,
Three rockets landed in England, Seven mere rockets and 41 [lying bombs

fell near antwerp, Liege and A&chen on 22 and 23 November.

<. By ncon on 24 November, to the east and northeast of Aachen,
our First and Ninth Armies were continulng to advance slowly against
heavy firé and tlrough extensive mine flelds towards Duren and Julich.
Counterattacks were repulsed without giving ground,
Southeast of Metz, our Third Army pushed farther intc the Saar
basin and made contact with our Seventh Army, north of Saarburg,
The Seventh Army continued to expand its gains 4o the northeast

of Saarburg, and made lesser advances to the northeast and southeast of

- e
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whiVelnt, I spulsing a counterattack to the northeast of the ClU)Y « Lie
major portlon of Strasbourg has been cleared, and four Lrldges over the
canal and one across the Rhine are intact, South of Sam burg, an armored
divislon thrust ven miles east, Qur V1 Corps advanced an additional
MHve miles throug Fhe Caaloe r a il A . P L | - s "~
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Un the grivish front west of Venlo, several local advances were
made Lowards the Leuse,
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to 278 sorties mainl in the Faensza area,
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Ferces reported 2
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repulsed minor local
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Lologna,

During ti
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he 24~hour period ending at 1800 on 23 November, more
g [T “tod sartiss wara 1ow v dhe TEL ki srea
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night mission in which 125 tons of bombs were dr opped

Szombathely, Hungary. In all, seven bombers wers lost,

he same periocd weather limited the Tactical Alr jorce

The Coastal and palkan jir

18 sorties, among which 50 Belkan aireraft struck Germar

Danilovgrad and two planes were lost,

ne

24 hours ending at noon on 24 lovember cur Fifth Army

attacks in the west coastal area and southwest of
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FACIFIC AND SOQUTHR )

l, During 21 and 22 November, Southwest Pacific planes flew more
than 440 additional scrties, JAmong these, 40 B-24's hit an airdrome
near Davao, 4B others dropped 130 tons on Bacoled airdrome on Negros,
and 70 [ighters attacked the Qrmoc area, Near Makassar, 20 {ighters de-
stroyed 25 enemy parked planes and sank a medium frelghter, In Brunei
Bay, heavy bombers scored two hits on a medium freighter, and at Qrmec
Bay a coastal vessel was sunk., We lost three fighters,

During the night of 22 November, nine enemy ralders destroyed
15 of our aircraft on the ground at Morotal and damaged others, (ne Jap
plane was shot down. On 23 November, an enemy destroyer escort was be—
lieved sunk in Brunel Bay,

A communique reports the destructlon of an entire Japanese convoy
of three tranaports and a destroyer off the southeast coast of Masbate,
The attack was made by locally based light aircraflt operating at low
altitude, All of the ships were reported sunk except one transport which
was set afire and beached, It is estimated that 4,500 Japs were killed

or drowned,

2. Troops of ow X Corps crossed the leyte River below Limon and
continued advancing southward, In the Minoro area south of Capoocan, the
eneny's forces have been broken up inte small groups, which are resisting

desperately.

3+ On 20 November, Marine fighters struck Babelthuap, Yap and Fota,
On 22 November, 156 Navy fighters and 17 B-24's attacked the palaus, and
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bomber and fighter attacks were also wade upon Yap, Pagan and Truk,
Four Jap planes were destroyed; we lost one fighter, On 23 liovember,

Wotje was hit by 21 [fighters and vake by six msdium bombers,

4. Preliminary reports on the 21st Domber Command mission against
Japan indicate that 91 aircraft bombed the target areas on 24 lNoveumber,
Four squadrons bombed Lusashine engine plant at Nakajima; six squadrons
bombed the Tokyc dock and urban area, Qne 5-29 was rammed by an enemy
fighter; another 1s missing. Ten Japanese planes were destroyed, Anti-

aircraft defense was light and inaccurate,

EASTERN FRONT

Soviet troops with naval support cleared the enemy from his bridge-
head on the island of Saare., S5light gains were made west of Ungvar and
east of Miskole. Yugoslav troops occupied the pert of Kotor on the

Adriatic coast,
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EUROPEAN THEATER

l. During the 24-hour period ending at sunset 22 November, weather
limited Tactical Alr Forces to 237 sorties. One enemy plane was
destroyed; we lost two fighters.

On 22 November, weather prevented RAF daylight bomber operations.
Thet night 171 heavy bombers and seven Mosquitoes were dispatched to
attack Trondheim, but a smoke screen over the terget forced abandonment
of the mission,

During the 24-hour period ending at 0600, 23 November, nine
rockets fell in England. Ten flying bombs were plotted, of which two
landed in Essex and two in Suffolk; four were shot down., On the
Continent 38 more flying bombs fell in Brussels, Antwerp and Liege

during 21 and 22 November,

2. By noon, 23 November, the XIX Corps of our Ninth Arﬁr had

mede minor gains northeast of Aachen, our forward elements being three
miles from Julich. Our VII Corps to the south made local gains in the
attack toward Duren over difficult terrain and against heavy resistance,

On our Third Army front, the last organized resistance ended
in Metz. To the southeast, our XIT Corps continued the sdvance inte
the Saar Basin, registering gains of from two to fiwve miles; one division
penetrated to Finstingen.

On the Seventh Army front, the XV Corps continued its advance
to the east, mopping up pockets of resistance. The 2nd French Armored

Division reported the capture of Strasbourg. The VI Corps extended

o, e
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Lsd Letter, B-3-TR

by four miles its penetration northeast of St. Die and made other
gains east of the ecity.

The French First Army made minor progress through the Schlucht
Pass, but was [lorced out of Ensisheim and Hombourg on the Rhine by
German counterattacks.

On the British front, slight progress was made in the area
north of Aschen against strong opposition. A powerful enemy counter=-
attack forced a looal withdrewal., The advance toward Venlo continued.
Forward elements were approaching the Meuse River soutlwest of Venlo

and other elements were within three miles of the town.

MEDITERFANEAN THEATER

1. During the 24-hour period ending at 1800 on 22 November, 1,185
Tactical Air Force planes supported the armies in nerthern Italy and
attacked communications and other targets in the Po Valley and Yugoslavia.
The Comstal Air Force attacked a "human torpedo" base in the northeast
Adriatie. We loat three fighters.

on 23 November, 102 eascorted heavy bombers of the 15th Alr Force

attacked railroad bridges in Yugoslavia.

2, Two Eighth Army divisions attacked at night, west of Forli end
in the direction of Faenza. By 0600, 23 November, they had erossed
the River Cosina on a three-mile front against strong opposition. On

the Fifth Army front two enemy attacks were repulsed southwest of Bologna.
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ASTATIC THEATER

1. During 21 November, the Bastern Air Command flew 1,203
sorties, of which 387 were taotical. Among these, 156 B=-24's attacksd
bridges on the Bangkok-Chiengmai railway and 11 others struck tin mines
and warshouses in the Tavoy area and laid explosive mines at Moulmein
and in the Tavoy River; one bomber was lost. Medium bombers destroyed

two railroad bridges southwest of Lashio,

2. By 22 November, Allied troops on the Chindwin front had captured
Hyigon northeast of Kalemyo. On the Irrawaddy front west of Bhamo,

Chinese troops from Shwegu reachsd Moda without encountering the enemy.

3. Omn 20 and 21 November more than 80 unreported sorties were
flowm by the 14th Air Force during the course of which a 350 foot freighter
was hit and probably sunk near Kiukiang and another damaged. Fighters
attacked at Amoy, Ishan and north of the Yangtze River. On the latter
date, Japanese planes attacked our airfields near Chengtu, demaging
two medium bombers. During the two-day period, at least three enemy
planes were destroyed. On 22 November, 119 sorties were flown inecluding

an attack by 19 Liberators on Hankow,

PACIFIC AND SQUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

l, During 20 and 21 November, 534 additional sorties were flown
in the Southwest Pacific Ocean Area. These included a 107-ton attack

by 37 B-24'a on en airdrome near Del Monte, Mindanao. Throughout the

o e
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DECLASSIFIED
0BD Lotter, 5-3-72

period three enemy planes were destroyed; we lost one fighter. An
enemy schooner and eight smaller vessels were sunk. Early reports of
22 Hovember operations include B0 bomber sorties over the Celebes,

Timor and Wewak area, and the sinking of a small Jap freighter off Luzon,

2. 0On northern Leyte, the 32nd Division advanced to a point
nearly half a mile south of Limon. East of Limon, strong resistance
was encountered at various points in the mountains behind our line of
contact. In the central sector of Leyte strong enemy positions were

encountered one and one-half miles southwest of Kabayan.

3. On 21 November, Navy planes sank a small vessel at ifille and
attacked another at Jaluit, During 22 November, ¢ arrier-based

fighters flew 93 sorties over the Carcline and Marshall Islands.

EASTERN FRONT

Northeast of Budapest, the Soviets gained up to nine miles west
of Ungvar, recapturing Csap. Rumanian troops recaptured Tokay. South
of Budapest, the Soviets crossed the easternm branch of the Danube to

Csepel Island.

LATE HEPORT
One hundred six B-29 aircraft took off from Baipan late on 23

November to attack Tokyo.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

l. During the 24-hour period ending at sunset, 21 November, the
Tactical Air Forces flew 2,065 sorties in support of ground operations
on the Continent. Fourteen enemy planes were destroyed; our losses
were 16 fighters and one bomber.

During the 8th Air Force operations of 21 November in the
Merseburg and Hamburg areas, 2,978 tons of bombs were dropped. Seventy-
two enemy planes were shot down and six others destroyed on the ground.
A final eount reveals that we lost 36 bombers and 16 fighters.

Weather prevented Bth Air Force operations on 22 November,

In the 24-hour period ending at 0600, 22 November, seven
rockets fell in England.

On 21 November, 152 escorted heavy bombers of the RAF returned
to complete the destruction of the Homberg symthetic oil plant. That
night 1,020 RAF bombers dropped more than 4,800 tons of bombs on ofil
and communications targets at Aschaffenburg, Castrop Rauxel and other
points in western Germany. Eighty-nine Mosquitoes made follow-up
attacks. Fifteen heavy bombers were lost.

During 20 and 21 November, 13 flying bombs landed in Liege and

three rockets in Antwerp.

2. Om the British front west of Venlec during 22 November their
VIII and XII Corps made adveances up to six miles on a ten-mile front.

Progress was hampered by mines and by artillery fire from the east

ol
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bank of the Meuse, Canadisn patrols crossed the Meuse at Heusden,
northwest of s'Hertogenbosch, but made no contact with the enemy.

Cur First Army clearesd Eschweiler and advanced five miles
northeast. To the east of Dieuze our Third Army made a local gain
of Mve miles; forward elements were beyond Bisping.

tn our Seventh Army front, XV Corps troops famed out to the
sast, northeast, and north from Saarburg, advancing up to 10 miles
on a 15-mile front and capturing Saverne. (Ome division of ocur VI
Corps made & five mile penetration northeast of 5t. Die, while other
troops ococupied the city end made general advances of up to two miles
along the Corps front.

The French II Corps gained five miles to the eust of
Gerardmer, approaching the Schlucht pass leading to Colmar.  Their
I Corps, exploiting its drive through Belfort Gap, cleared most of
the city of Belfort and ceptured Mulhouse. General advances were
made between these points. Patrols north of Mulhouse were inthe
vieinity of Ensisheim. TWe hold the west bank of the Rhine from

Mulhouse to the Swiss border.

MEDI TERRANEAN THEATER

1. On 21 November, more than 1,100 medium bombers and fighters
flew ground support missions in Italy; ten fighters failed to return.
Weather limited operations of the Cosstal and Balkan Air Forces to 119
sorties over the Adriatic, western Italy and Yugoslavia, One Coastal

plane was lost.
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on 22 November, e=scorted heavy bombers dropped 809 tons of
bombs on rail yards at Munich, Lienz, Salsburg and Villach, and on

other targets, Twelve bombers and one fighter are missaing.

2, During the 24 hours ending at noon 22 November, British and
Polish troops of the Eighth Army made local advances toward Faenza
in tha area west of Forli, There were no other changes on the

Italian battle line.

ASTATIC THEATER

1, On 20 Hovember the l4th Air Force raided Fort Bayard and the
Kowloon docks in Hongkong. Twenty-eight other alrcraft attacked
along the Burma Road.

fn 19 November, American personnel evacuated Nanning after

demolishing the airdrome facilities.

2, The Eastern Alr Command flew 374 tactical and 621 supply
sorties during 20 Wovember. Fighters and fighter bombers hit ground
support targets in the Kalemyo-Kelewa area; other fighters swept the
Bassein and Rengoon airfields, and medium bombers attacked in the

Lashio area,

3. By 21 November, Chinese units on the Irrawaddy front had
advanced ten miles, reaching S8iu, 40 miles south of Bhamo. East of

Bhamo they had cleared the Jap pocket in Momauk.

R
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PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. On 20 November, more than 100 bombers and fighters struck
shipping and land targets in the Banda Sea area and five B-2l's sank
a medium freighter and caused explosions on a transport in Brunel Bay.

On 21 November, action on Leyte continued to be concentrated
in the Ormoc corridor. The 32nd Division attacked south toward Limon,
while the 24th Division drove west from Pinamitinan.

Casualty reports for our first month's action on Leyte show

a total of 1,176 killed, l;,729 wounded and 131 miseing.

2, On 20 November, 3l Pacific Ocean Area planes struck Wotje and

Mille.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

1. On 21 November, nearly 1,300 8th Air Force bombers

escorted by 937 fighters, which attacked oil targets in the Marseburg
and Hamburg areas, were attacked by approximately 350 enemy aireraft;
40 of our bombers and 15 fighters are missing.

During the 24-hour poriod ending at sunset 20 November, the
Taotical Air Forcea flew 607 sorties in support of ground operations
on the Continent. One enemy aircraft was shot down; we lost four
planes,

fm 20 November, 146 RAF heavy bombers dropped more than B30
tons of bombs on an oil plant at Homberg. That night 243 tons were
dropped on Koblenz and 70 tons on Hannover., Small formations of
Mosquito bombers followed up by other attacks on Homberg refineries.

During the 24 hours ending at 0600, 21 November, six rookets
lended in England., On 19 and 20 November an additional 12 flying

bombs and two rockets fell near Aachen, Antwerp and Liege.

2, 1In the 24 hours ending at noon 21 November, the British
Second Army again gained ground west of Venlo. In the British XXX
Corps sector, American troops made small advances east of Geilenkirchen
and, after contacting armored forces of our Ninth Army to the south,
sontinued to attack to the esst apgainst strong opposition.
East of Aschen, our Ninth and First Armies continued te gain

slowly against heavy resistance.
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Our Third Army made a small advance near the German border
east of Thionville., To the south, cur infantry cleared Metsz of
crganised resistance and were mopping up isolated pockets of resistance
and numerocus forts. Along the fronts of five divisions extending for
30 miles southeast and south to Dieuze we penstrated up to four miles,

Cur Seventh Army occupied Saarburg while French armored
columns drove more than 12 miles northeast and southeast of the city,
reaching a point um.nﬂeu from Saverne. Other Seventh Army troops
advanced north of St. Die and up to three miles along a 10-mile front
in the Gerardmer area. The French armored column which reached the
Ehine the previous day drove north to within a mile of Mulhouse, south
and east of the eity. Other French trocps were reducing resistance in

Belfort.

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

1. During the night of 19-20 November, 50 aircraft attacked motor
transport and river crossings in the Po Valley and in the Zagreb-Erod
areas of Yugoslavia, Although bad weather restricted operations on
20 November, 375 fighter-bombers and fighters supported ground operations,
principally in the Faengza area, and attacked communications in northern
Italy and Yugoslavia. One medium bomber and three fighters are misasing.

On 21 November, despite continuing adverse weather, escorted
heavy bombers dropped 137 tons of bombs on motor transport and troop
concentrations on the roads between Novi Pazar and Sarajeve. Four
fighters are missing.
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2. General Baker reports that the Strategic Air Force
launched & total of 4,756 planes in four days of intensive operations
ending 19 November.

3, During the 24 hours ending at noon, 21 November, the British
Eighth Army made a local two-mile advance in the ares south of Havenna.
In heavy fighting west and northwest of Forli, a German counterattack
forced a slight withdrawal in the sector north of the hi ghway to
Faenza, To the southwest, British and Polish troops advanced & mile
along a four-mile front, capturing Monte Fortino., British Indian

troops of our Fifth Army made a local two-mile advance near Modigliana,

ASIATIC THEATER

1. On 21 beﬂﬂ B-29's of the 20th Bomber Command dropped
more than 250 tons of bombs on Japanese targets at Omura, Shanghal and
Hanking. The main weight of the attack was on Omura. Twenty enemy
planes were shot down; seven B-29's are missing out of a force of 109.

That night, Japanese planes attacked our bases in the Hsingching
area inflicting major damage on three B-28's; one enemy plane was shot
down.

2. The Eastern Air Command reported 362 tactical and 783 supply
sorties for 19 November, During these operations 46 escorted heavy
bombers hit rail yards at Mokpalin, northeast of Rengoon; medium
bombers attacked similar targets near Mandaley. Two fighters are missing.

The 14th Air Force flew 41 fighter sorties on 19 November.

A B-24 sank a large tanker in the South China Sea,
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3, By 20 November, British East Africen troops astride the
Chindwin River northeast of Kalemyo, had advanced five miles south.
Enemy resistance continued within Bhamo on the Irrawaddy front. On
the Salween front, Chimese troops occupied Mangshih and reoccupled

Mengks..

PACIFIC AND SOUTHNEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1, On 19 November Southwest Pacifio aircraft flew 249 previously
unreported sorties chiefly against targets on Bougainville, New Britain
and New Ireland. They also attacked targets in the area from north-
western New Guinea to Borneo and as far north as southern Mindoro.
Included was a strike at Brunei Bay where three B-24's scored three hits
on & light cruiser and damaged mnother warship. Over the Philippines,
35 other sorties included an atteck by 22 B-24's on Alicante airdrome on

Negros. Six enemy aircraft were destroyed over Leyte eand two elsewhere.

2, During 20 November, on northern Leyte enemy resistance sontinued
in the Limon area, No significant change was reported.

3, On 15 November, Ngeregong Island of the Palau Group was
recccupied without resistance. On the night of 8-9 November we had
withdrawn our patrol from this island after about 200 Japanese had landed
in a storm.

During 19 November, 20 B-24's bombed the Bonins and 18 f{ ghters

hit Nauru,
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EASTERN FRONT

On the southern tip of the Sworbe Peninsula the Soviets narrowed
the German bridgehead to 16 square miles. In Hungary, the Red Ammy
advanced 4 miles eouthwest of Miskole. Pulgarian and Partisan foroes

continued to advance west and northwest of Pristina, occupying Mitroviea,
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EURCPEAN THEATER

1. During the 24-hour period ending at sunset 19 November, the
Tactical Alr Forces flew 4,259 sorties in support of ground operations
on the Continent. Eighteen enemy alrcraft were shot down; we lost 46
planes.

On 20 November, 161 8th Air Force bombers attacked an oil
plant at Gelsenkirchen and a rail junction at Munster, At the same time
324 fighters strafed communicatlions and other targets from the Ruhr to
Munich; 22 fighters are missing. Adverse weather severely restricted
operations.

During the 24 hours ending at 0600 of 20 November seven rockets
landed in England. Twelve flying bombs were plotted of which three made

landfall but none reached the London area,

2. In the 24 hours ending at noon 20 November, the British Second
Army gained steadily in its VIII and XII Cerps sectors west of Venlo.
In the British XXX Corps sector, American attached units completed the
capture of Geilenkirchen and, with British forces, advanced toward the
Worm Valley. Northeast of Aachen, the Ninth Army made local gains while
the VII Corps on the First Army front advanced rapidly to Eschweller and
was fighting in the outskirts of the city. Farther to the southeast, the
VII Corps gained some ground but continued to meet strong resistance and
extensive defensive installations. North of Metz, Third Army armor
crossed the German border and made other gains in the area east of
Thionville, Qur forces have entered Metz from three sides; resistance
is centered in the northern part of the city. Our enveloping columns

sl -
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have joined six miles east of Meitz. Dieuze has beon freed and in the

area north of that city the XII Corps made an average galn of two miles
along & 12-mile front. The Seventh Aray made general advances through-

out its front. The largest gain was made northeast of 3Baccarat where French
armored units drove more than five miles east of Saarburg and were

followed by units of two US infantry divisions which advanced to within
eight miles of the city. Units in the sector south of 5t. Die made gains

up to three miles., French troops entered Belfort and an armored column
reached the Rhine east of the city where they held a line running
approximetely eight mlles northwest from the outskirts of DBasel, GSmall

gains were made in other rrench seclors north of Belfort.

3. On 19 Kovember unloading over US beaches was discontinued and

all shipping diverted to operating ports,.

MEDITERGANEATN

1., During 19 lovember, 71 heavy bombers dropped some 260 tons of
bombs on bridges, troop concentrations and motor transport in the Visegrad
area of Yugoslavia, One hundred eighty-one medium bombers attacked
bridges in northern Italy in generally bad target weather and 647 fighters
supported ground operations and attacked communications in the Po Valley
and in Yugoslavia, Four fighters and one medium bomber were lost.
Thirty-four sorties were flown by the Coastal Air Force largely against
shipping in the northern Adriatic, The Balkan Air Force flew one hundred
and sixty sorties, bombing bridges and roads in Yugoslavia and Albania,

and acting as cover for strategic bambers.
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On 20 Hovember, the l5th Air Force dispatched 618 escorted
heavy bombers against an oll refinery at Blechhammer, a factory and
three rail yards in central Cszechoslovakia and railway bridges and rail

yards in Yugoslavia. Seventeen bombers and five [ighters are missing,

"

2, In the 24 hours ending at noon 20 liovember, Lighth Army tanks
engaged enemy positions along the Montone River and one mile south of
Ravenna, Indian infantry advanced to the river along a nine-mile front
north of Forli and other gains were made along the Bologna highway northe
wast of Forli., Patrols were active all along the Fifth Amy froant bus

there were no significant changes.
ASIATIC THEATER

1. The Eastern Air Command reported 341 tactical and 517 supply
sortles for 18 November, This included support for ground operations
on the Irrawaddy, Chindwin, and Arakan fronts, and attacks by heavy and

mediun bombers on railroad installations in the Uartaban and lashio areas,

2, Un the Chindwin front by 19 November the British were advancing
northeastward from Kalemyo and other units were continuing to push south
down the Chindwin River after clearing Paluzawa, 12 miles south of Mawlaik,

Gn the Irrawaddy front northwest of Katha, the British advanced
in the Pinwe area, The Chinese have captured positions southwest of
Bhamo and were mopping up the Momauk area,

On the Salween front, Chinese forces commenced attacks on

o
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Chefang and Mangshih; stiff reslstance wes encountered. Other Chinese

were moving west toward Mengka.

1. 0On 19 November, 34 sorties were flown by Southwest pacific
planes against scattered targets from Wewnk to Timor and eleven sorties
were made against installaticns in the Ormoc Bay area., The same day
ten enemy planes were shot down during raids on shipping and our shore

positions on Leyte.

2« COn 19 November the X Corps in northern Leyte was still meeting
heavy resistance near Limon. The road block immediately south of the
towm has Leen held desplte enemy efforts to break through. Our cavalry
division has established ancther road block on the Pinamopoan-Urmoc
bighway, seven miles south of Limon, The X{IV Corps completed the

occupation of the lapiz Islands and have landed on the Asia Islands

without opposition.

EASTERN FHONT

Northeast of Budapest Soviet troops penetrated to the outskirts of

Miskole. In Finland, Finnish troops advanced 15 miles north from Inari

and made general advances along a 120-mile front to the west,
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