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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

Twoe of our bombers attacked Shumushu in the Kuriles on 30 December,

EUROPEAN THEATER

l. During the 2Li-hour period to sunset, 30 December, the Tactical
Adr Forces flew 1,213 sorties. Socme LBO of these were flown in support
of our ground forces amd against enemy communication facilities west of
the Fhine. Medium bombers dropped some 150 tons of bombs on a fuel dump
and barracks at Oos, and on the Freiburg rail yards. Nine enemy planes
were destroyed; we lost eight.

During the night of 30 December, the RAF dropped 1,7L0 tons of
bombs on & rail yard at Cologne and 79 tons on Hannover. Houffalize, in
the Ardennes salient, wae attacked by 15L heavy bombers and 12 Mesquitoes;
16 additional Mosgquitoes attacked Duisburg and the benzol plant at Bochum,
Two heavy bombers are missing.

On 31 December, 1,325 escorted Sth Adr Foree heavy bombers struck
oil refineries, submarine yards, and a jet plame factory in the Hannover-
Hambury area, two rall yards near Dusseldoerf, and a number of rail junctions,
bridges, and detraining points betwsen the Rhine and the Luxembourpg-Delgium
front, In addition, more than 60 fighters were dispatched to sweep
tactical targets in the battle area. The bombers met strong enemy fighter
opposition in the Hamburg area. Preliminary reports indicate that 52
enemy planes were destroyed; 35 of our bombers and seven fighters are

missing.
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Four rockets and seven flying bombs struck Antwerp during
the 2L-hour period ending at 0600, 30 December; 11 flying bombs fell
in Liege. Twelve rockets and 60 {lying bombs fell in areas near the
two citles.

During the 2L-hour pericd ending at (0600, 31 December, ten

rockets landed in England.

2. In the 2L hours ending at noon 31 December, the northerm flank
of the Ardennes salient remained generally quiet. Patrols from our First
Army's XVIII Corps operating to a depth of more than a mile in fromt of
our lines northwest of Vielsalm, reported no enemy contact. To the west,
near Marche, the Corps mopped up isclated enemy pockets. British XXX
Corps patrols reported Rochefort clear and, according to communique,
Allied troops have cccupled the town. Armored patrols of the Corps,
advancing from southeast of Beauraing, reached a point about halfway
between Rochefort and St. Hubert encountering only lisht resistance. On
the gouthern flank of the salient, our Third Army's VIII Corps made gains
of as much as two and one-half miles across a 15-mile front against heavy
opposition in some sectors. We now hold & line which runs from approxi-
mately three miles scuth of St. Hubert generally east to Bastogne. The
III Ceorps repulsed enemy attecks southeast of Bastogne, and the XII Corps
made a small gain along the Sauer River east of Diekirch,

American troops of the First French Army repulsed another enemy
rald northwest of Colmar. There was no significant change on the other

army fronts.



CORSICA

o

P /;LJ}

7 - SARDIMIA
nﬁ{;

BASE MAP WO ETER (FREE)
26 OCTOBRER 1943 »

: p e

o)
= LINE AS OF 31 DECEMBER IEJM
— LINE AS OF 1 JANUARY 1944

CENTRAL ITALY

0 35w 20 30 490 %0 60 TOo 80 W0 00
e —1 _— ' — —
APPRONIMATE WILES

JERMOLI
) #

RAA, D55
REPRODUCED, 088




CHITTAGONG

oajadowygesg

N. BURMA

L]

97%,‘ \

JAMUARY |
DECE
[ LINE OF

e

-

4

LINE AS OF
LINE AS

l?'ﬁﬂ |

R




R —.

DECLAESIFIED
08D letter, 5-83-78

MEDITERAANEAN THEATER

1. During the 2li~hour periocd ending at 1800, 30 December, the
Tactical Air Force flew TL2 sorties. In spite of bad weather, some 190
madium bombers attacked bridpes along the Bremner route and bombed an
ammunition dump north of Boleogna; lighter planes struck communicationsa
behind the battle area and in the Po Valley.

On 31 December, 15th Air Force operations were cancelled for

the second successive day because of weather.

2. To(500, 31 December, on the Eighth Army front, Rritish troops
made a local advance along the Faengza-Lugo highway without oppositien;
farther east, other local advances were made against strong oppositicon.
Canadian troops repulsed a small raid along the Senio River west of
Ravenna, The Fifth Army continued to improve its Serchio River positicns
north of Lucca, reaching Gallicanc without contact and advancing more

than a mile in the area northeast of the town.

ASIATIC THEATER

1, On 29 December, the Eastern Air Command flew 1,7L9 secrties, of
which 6%l were tactical, During these operations heavy bombers mined the
river entrances to Bangkok and Rangoon, while lighter planes attacked
communications, supply dumps, airfields and other targpets in the area
from Bhamo to Mandalay and southward; an oilfield at Chauk was also
attacked, and ground operaticns were supported throughout Burma. Four

planes were loat,

.
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On 30 December, 199 planes attacked Japanese forces trapped
in the area north of Akyab for the second succeseive day; three planes
were lost. That same day, 21 B-24's bombed communications in the Toungoo-

Taungup ared.

2. By 30 December on the Arakan front, patrols of the British
force advancing south along the Mayu River ocoupled Rathedaung without
opposition. On the Chindwin front, Allled troops advanced east against

slight opposition to a point 17 miles northwest of Yeu.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. During the period 28-30 December, some L00 hitherto unreported
sorties were flown. Hanging from the Solomons to Bormeo and from Timor
to the South China Sea, our planes attacked shipping, airdromes and other
targets; they sank three coastal vessels and destroyed 13 Japanese
planes. During 29 December, 13 enemy planes were shot down by fighters
and antiaircraft fire at Mindorc, and three others were destroyed through

abortive suicide dives.

2. By 30 December, patrola of our XXIV Corps on Leyte had landed
uncpposed at Abijac, some seven miles north of Palempon on the west

coast, and at Merida, on the western side of Ormoc Bay.

3. During the night of 28 December, two B-29's, in separate strikes,
dropped incendiary bombs on Tolgro; they reported starting mmerous large
fires. Early on 29 December a third B-29 also bombed the city; the

plane is missing.



¥

ASTERN FRONT

1t

;




EASTERN FRONT

Soviet troops made minor advances in the Losonc sector on
31 Dacember, and continued their attack on the surrounded enemy

at Budapest against bitter resistance.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

1. During the 2i=hour period to sunset 29 December, the Tactical
Alr Forces flew 1,993 sorties, for the most part contimuing to give
support to our ground forces containing the German attack. HRall bridges,
barracks and other enemy targets along the entire front from Holland to
Alsace were hit. Thirty-two enemy planes were shot down; we lost 25.

On 29 December, the RAF attacked railyards at Koblenz with 8392
tons of bombs, and boat pens at Hotterdam with 66 tens. That night the
RAF bombed a synthetie oil plant at Buer, near Essen, with 1,519 tons
and dropped 608 tons on railyards at Troisdorf. Four bombers are missing

In the same period 157 US and HAF transports landad airborne
troops in the Bastogne area.

On 30 December, 1,321 eacorted 8th Air Force bombers were air-
borna to attack railyards and bridges in the Cologne-Trier-Frankfurt
area behind the enemy salient. Eight bombers and two fighters are
missing.

During the 2L=hour period ending at 0600, 29 December, 15
rockets fell in the Antwerp area, of which four landed in the ecity.
Thirty-two flying bombs fell in areas near Antwerp and Liege.

During the 2l-hour period ending at 0600, 30 December, eight

rocketas fall in southeast England, of which one landed in Lendon.

2. In the 2l hours ending at noon 30 December, the situation was
generally quiet on the northern flank of the Ardennes salient from

south of Monschau west to Marche., Our First Army's VII Corps contimued

o
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to attack Rochefort, where enemy resistance was reported decreasing,
and there were indications of a German withdrawal from the town. OCther
elements of the Corps, together with the British XXX Corps, now hold a
line running generally southwest from Rochefort to a point approximately
two miles east of Beauraing. The Third Army's VIII Corps advanced to
within five miles south of St. Hubert and was clearing the area to the
southeast. The III Corps widened the Bastogne corridor, clearing the
Bastogne-Arlon highway. Farther east we continued the advance on Wiltsz.
The XII Corps gains on a ten-mile front brought them to a general line
along the south bankof the Sauner River, northwest of Echternach,
Fighting contirmed on the British Second Army front north of
Geillenkirchen, where another enemy attack was made against the XII Corps.
Cur Ninth Army repulsed an attack near Linnich and, seuth of Duren,
cleared an enemy pocket west of the Reer Hiver. The First French Army
repulsed a viclent attack against its line northwest of Colmar. There

was no change on the other army fronts.

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

1. In the 2L hours ending at 1800, 29 December, the Tactical Air
Force flew 1,155 sorties. In these cperations more than %00 light
borbers and fighters made their major effort in support of Allied ground
forces in the extreme western battle area, while a strong force of medium
bombers attacked enemy supply lines in northern Italy. Ccastal and
Balkan Air Foree planes, in 12l sorties, raided small shipping in the
Gulf of Genoca and northern Adriatic and attacked enemy communications

and troop concentrations in northern Italy and Yugoslavia,

-3 -
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On 30 December, 15th Air Force operations were cancelled be-

cause of weather.

2. In the 2L hours ending at noon 30 December, the Eighth Army
made a minor attack which was repulsed by the Germans,scutheast of
Cotignola. West of Faesnza, Polish troops made slight gains along the
south bank of the Senic River. The Fifth Army sector was generally
quiet. We readjusted and improved our positions along the Serchic River

north of Lucca.

ASTATIC THEATER

1. On 2@ December the Eastern Air Command flew 1,43 sorties, of
which 59l were tactical. These included an attack in which medium
bombars dropped nearly &0 tons on railyards of the Prome-Rangoon line;
medium bombers and fighters attacked airfields and communications north
and south of Mandalay and supported ground operaticns. On 29 December,
112 light and medium planes struck at Jap forges trapped north and north-
east of Akyab, inflicting an estimated 1,000 casualties.

On 29 December, weather limited the 1Lth Air Force to 57 combat

sorties.

2. By 29 Decembar, British troopa on the Arakan front had advanced
south along the Mayu River to a point approximately four miles north of
Rathedaung without opposition; in rear of the advance they expandad the
drive to points four miles west and eight miles southeast of Ewazon.
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PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. During the peried 28-29 December, 112 previously unreported
sortles were flown. The majority of these were over the Bougainville-

New Britain-llew Ireland area; the remainder over the Philippines.

2. By 1500, 29 December, our troops on the northwestern tip of
Leyte had advanced scuth to cccupy high ground near Tunga, two miles
east of Arevalo Bay. Farther south, troops from the Limon-Kananga area
were approaching the west coast. South of Villaba, an enemy force
estimated at regimental strength was dispersed by artillery fire. Our
foreces advancing southwest toward Palompon gained more than two miles,

In central Leyte, we reduced organized enemy positions on the southern

slopes at Mt. Majunag.

3. On 28 December, 15 B-2l's attacked an airfield on Iwo Jima.
EASTERN FRONT

On 30 December, Soviet forces mopped up enemy elements encircled
north of Budapest, and made further gains on both sides of the remain-
ing pocket in the city, where an ultimatum to surrender was refused.
Northeast of Budapest, the Red Army made a short advance toward Losonc,

against stubborm resistance.
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

Major General Henry C. Pratt, who formerly commanded the Southern
Dafense Command, was assigned as Commanding General, Western Defensze

Command on 30 Decembar, He was previously in temporary command only.

EUROFEAN THEATER

1. On 29 December, despite bad weather, 825 escorted 8th Adr Force
heavy bombers contimmed the attack against enemy rall yards, bridges
and communication centers vital to the Aachen-Luxembourg salient. Nine
bombers and one fighter are missing.

During the 2L-hour period ending at sunset, 20 December, weathar
limited the Tactical Air Forces to 672 sorties. The majority of these
were flown against targets in support of our ground forces, and on rocket
launching installations in Holland. Five enemy aircraft were shot down;
we lost two.

On 28 December, the RAF attacked railway facilities at Cologne
with 747 tons of bombs. That night 337 heavy bombers and 11l Mosquitoes
bombed rail yards at Munich, Bonn and Frankfurt. Sixty-eight other bombers
attacked shipping near Horten in southeastern Nerway. Twoe heavy bombera
and ones Mosguito were loat.

During the 2L-hour period ending at 0600, 28 December, three
rockata fell in Antwarp and nine flying bombs in Liege. Forty rockets
and flying bombs fell in the vicinity of Antwerp and Liege.

No rockets or flying bombs fell on England on either the 28th or

29th of December,
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2. In the 2L hours ending at noon, 29 December, cur First Army's
V Corps recaptured an outpost positicn on the northern shoulder of the
Aachen-luxembourg salient. To the west, the XVIII Corps encountered
only small enemy elements along most of its front north and weat of
Vielsalm. The VII Corps continued to clear the enemy from areas north-
sast and southwest of Hochefort, although heavy opposition continued in
the town itself. On the southern flank of the salient, ocur Third Army's
VIII Corps consolidated its positions north of the Neufchatesu-Bastogne
highway, while reconnaissance units of the III Corps probed to within
five miles of S5t. Hubert from the southeast. The III Corps gained some
ground southeast of Bastogne against heavy opposition and, farther east,
advanced to within a mile of Wiltz. The XII Corps entered Echtermach.

The Second British Army recaptured several villages, northwast

of Gellenkirchen, lost the previous day. Our Ninth Amy reached the
Roer River at another point south of Duren and continued to clear enemy
pockets from the weat bank. The First French Army gained some ground te
strengthen its line north of Munster. There was no change on the other

army fronts.
P—— -
3. Following is a summary of verified facts from the First US Army

concerning the massacre of American prisoners of war at about 140U hours
on 17 December: Approximately 150 American officers and enlisted men,

the majority of whom were from Battery B, 265th Fleld Artillery Observation
Battalion, including medical personnel wearing brassards and Red Croas

markings on helmets, had been captured by a German unit, tentatively

- -
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ldentified as the lat Panszer Regiment of the First 835 Division. The
prisoners were disarmed, relieved of all wvaluables, moved into an open
field in the wicinity of a crossroad two miles southeast of Malmedy,
and sprayed with machine—gun fire from tanks on the road. Subsequently
(German guards walked among the bodies on the ground and shot those
showing signs of life. Forty-three of the prisoners, all but a few of

whom were wounded, managed to escape after darkness.

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

1, On 29 December, eacorted heavy bombers of the 15th Adr Force
dropped more than 1,080 tons of bombs on rail yards at Verona, Imnnsbruck
and southeast and northeast of Munichj; other rail targets were attacked
along the Brenmner and Udine routes. Preliminary reports indicate that
3l bombers and 12fighters are missing.

In the 2l hours ending at 1800, 28 December, the Tactical Air
Force flew 1,325 sortles, making strong attacks against communications
and flying in close support of our ground forces; troop concentrations,
supply dumpa, bridges and other targets alsc were attacked in northern
Italy and Yugoslavia., Coastal Air Force planes in 86 sorties bombed
amall shipping off (enoa and in the Adriatic and attacked bridges in the
Fo Valley. The Balkan Adir Force flew 133 sorties, attacking treop
concentrations and communications in central Yugoslavia. One enemy
plane was destroyed; five of oura are missing.

During the night of 27 December, L0 Strategic Air Force bombers

attacked a rail bridge across the Plave River north of Trevisc,

-3 -
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2. In the 24 hours ending at noon, 29 December, the Eighth Army's
I Canadian Corps elightly improved its positions west of Havenna and
remained in close contact with the enemy. There was no change on the

Fifth Armmy front.

ASIATIC THEATER

1. On 27 December the Eastern Air Command flew 1,531 sortles, of
which 626 were tactical. These included the attacks at Prome and Fyinmana,
previously reported, during which heavy bombers dropped 65 tons of bombs.
Wedium bombers raided communications north of Mandalay, rail lines south
of Mandalay, and airfields at Heho and Namsang; fighters supported ground

operations throughout Burma,

2. On 27 and 28 December the 1llith Air Force flew 260 combat sorties,
prineipally against enemy commnications and supplies in scuthwestern
China, French Indo-China and along the Salween, Yangtze and Yellow Rivers,
Small mumbers of heavy bombers attacked the Hengyang area snd laid mines
in Hongkong Harbor. Ten enemy planes were destroyed on alrfields near
Canton. We lost two planes,

During the night of 27 December, Japanese planes again raided
our Suichwan airfield destroying two planes and damaging six.

3. By 28 December, US troops of the Chinese forces east of the
Irrawaddy River had occcupled a broad area extending 17 miles northwest of
Tenkwa., Chinese troops occupled Panghkam, six miles northwest of Namhkam.

On the Salween front, other Chinese troops were meeting enemy resistance
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gix to ten miles northeast and east of Wanting.
By 27 December, the Chinese had captured additional enemy
positions around Hochih and, in the Nanning area, were attacking Woming;

they were also attacking Japanese positions just southeast of Tungeheng.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1, During 27 and 26 December, 225 previcusly unreported sorties
were flom. Heavy and medium bombers contimed to attack airfields and
enemy shipping in the Philippines and in the South China Sea, Weather
limited these operations somewhat. Fifteen additional enemy ailrcraft
woere destroyed.

Twanty-one Allied planes are missing fram the attack on an enemy

task force off Mindore during the night of 26 December.

2. By 1500, 28 December, our troops from the Daha beachhead on

northwestern Leyte had reached San Isidro.

3. During the night of 26 December, seven enemy planes damaged four
bombers on our airfields in the Marisnas; two of the raiders were destroyed,
On 27 December, 21 B-2L's attacked Chichi Jima. MNext day, we

raided Babelthuap, Yap, and Jaluit,

EASTERN FRONT

On 29 December, Soviet forces continued to make advances along their
front north and northwest of Budapest. They crossed the Gran River, just

north of the Darmbe and are holding a bridgehsad.
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CED Letter, 5-3-T8

EUVROPEAN THEATER

1. During the 2L-hour period ending at sunset, 27 December, the
Tactical Air Forces flew 2,488 sorties mainly in support of ground
operations in the Aachen-Luxembourg salient and against communication
centera serving the German offensive. Sixty-six enemy alrcraft were
destroyed; we lost 3.

The same day the RAF dropped 977 tons of bombs on rail yards
at Hheydt; one heavy bomber and one Mosquito were lost., That night
293 heavy bombers and Ll Mosguitoes attacked the Opladen railway work
shops near Cologne.

On 28 December the 8th Air Force dispatched 1,275 escorted
bombare for another attack on rail facilities in the Cologne=Trier-
Frankfurt area. Five bombers are missing.

During the 2l hours ending at 0600, 27 Decembar, two rockets
and one flying bomb fell on Antwerp. OSeventeen rockets and 22 flying
bombs fell in the vieinity of the ecity. Eleven flying bombs fell on
Lisge and 15 in nearby areas.

During the 2L hours ending at 0500, 2B December, no flying

bombs or rockets reached England.

2. In the 2k hours ending at noon, 268 December, cur First and Thir
Armies continued to contain and drive back the Germans in the Aachen-
Luxembourg salient. At the northern shoulder of the salient, south of
Monschau, the V Corps repulsed a heavy attack. Northwest of Vielsalm,

the XVIII Corps carried out successful raids on enemy positions; enemy
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pressure was reported decreasing. The VII Corps mopped up infiltrating
partiss and cleared an enemy pocket east of Marche., Other Corps
elements advanced more than three miles to the outskirts of Hochefort,
which was still held by the enemy, and contimued to clear the areas
west and northweat of the ;:.m. Patrols reached a point more than
five miles farther scuth, contacting only scattered enemy elements.
AMlied patrols reported an enemy roadblock ten miles west of 5t. Hubert.
The III Corps expanded ite penetration of the salient south of Bastogne;
southeast of the town, the Corps advanced north up to two miles along a
12-mile front and made ancther crossing of the Sure River. Along the
southern shoulder of the salient the XII Corps cccupled Ettelbruck and
approached the German border in general advances along a 15-mile front
northwest and east of Echternmach; elements on the right flank of this
advance reached the Sauer Hiver.

ur Seventh Army continued to gain ground along the German border
west of Welssenburg. The Second British Army partially repulsed an enemy
attack in its XII Corps sector northwest of Geilenkirchen but fighting

contimed in the area, There was no change on the other army fronts.

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

1. During the night of 26 December, forty-two bombers of the Strategic
Alr Force struck a rail bridge at Casarsa, Next day 30 fighter bembers
followed up the attack dropping 31 tons of bombs.
In the 2h-hour period ending at 1800, 27 December, the Tactical
Adr Force flew 1,472 sorties, Of this total, 1,389 were flown by light

and medium planes during the day, continuing a maximum effort agalnst
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communications and targets in the battle area; among communicationa
targets were six bridges and a tunnel on the Brenner and Udine routes.
The Balkan Air Force in 121 sorties attacked road and rail targets in
Yugoslavia. We lost ten planes,

On 20 Decamber, escorted heavy bombers of the 15th Air Force
dropped 1,260 tons of bombs on oll installations at Hegensburg, and
others near Prague, alsoc on rail targets in Austria, Bohemia and
northern Italy. Seven grounded enemy aireraft were destroyed; we loat
three bombers and one fighter.

The same day the Strategic Air Force again struck the rail
bridge at Casarsa, 36 heavy bombers attacking; other planes dropped

supplies in Yugoslavia.

2. In the 2l hours ending at noon, 28 December, Fifth Army troops
along the Serchic River north of Lucca improved their defensive positiona
after continued enemy attacks, which had forced withdrawals earlier in
the period. The Eighth Army continued to make local gains northeast

of Fasnza.

ASTATIC THEATER

l. On 26 Decamber, the Eastern Air Command flew 1,02 sorties of
which 370 were tactical. Medium bombers attacked bridges north of
Mandalay and along the Prome-Rangoon rail line; fighters swept communi-
cations throughout central Burma and supported ground operations. Ome

enemy plane was destroyed;we lost two. Next day, 22 B-2L's attacked
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supply dumpa at Prome and a rail bridge at Pyinmana.

In the period 2L-26 December, the lLth Adr Force flew 152
previously unreported fighter and bomber sorties. Widespread attacks
were made south of Tungting Lake, in Thalland, and in sastern Burma.
Several small ships were destroyed at Anking on the Yangteze, and in
Formosa Strait. Thirtesn enemy planes were destroyed in the Nanking

area, and 32 more at Tsinan; we lost one.

2. By 27 December, British troops, moving south along the Arakan
coast, had occupied Foul Point, meeting no resistance; those advancing
aouth along the weat bank of the Mayu River reached a point nine miles
south of Kwagon. On the Chindwin front, Allied troops had reached
points 15 miles east of the Burma railway in the area east and northeast

of Kanbalu.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1, In the period 25-27 December, 335 additional sorties were flown
ever the Southwest Pacific Area. During these operations heavy and
medium bombers continued their attacks against airdromes in the Philippine
and on Halmahera. Twenty additional enemy aircraft were destroyoed; we
lest one.

Operations reports covering the attack on an enemy task force
eff Mindoro on 26 December reveal that cur planes sank two destroyers,

damaged a battleship and a heavy cruilser, and set fire to thres tranaporte

2, On Leyte, during the 2l-hour period ending at 1500 of 27 December
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08D Letter, 5-3-73

our troops landed unopposed in the vicinity of Daha, near the north-
western tip of the island and advanced south toward San Isidro. Troops
from our Calublan beachhead were three mlles sast of Arevalo Bay.

We continued to meet strong resistance near Tipolo.
EASTERN FRONT

(n 28 December the Red Army made further gains on the north bank
of the Danube reaching the Gran River on a front extending from Leva

south. They alsoc pushed ten miles west along the Danube's scuthern bank.
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05D letter, 5-3-78

EUROPEAN THEATER

1. During the 2l-hour period to sunset, 25 December, the Tactical Air
Forces flew 3,138 sorties. Light and medium bembers dropped more than 670
tons along supply lines leading to the Cerman salient. Sixty-five enemy planes
were destroyed; we lost 39.

That day the RAF dropped more than 1,130 tons of bombs cn enemy concen-—
trations at 5t. Vith. Two heavy bombers are missing. Weather prevented RAF
operations that night.

During the 8th Air Force operation of 26 December in the Koblenz area,
345 tons of bombs were dropped on rail yards and bridges. Eleven enemy aircraft
were destroyed; nine of our escorting fighters are missing. On 27 December, &40
escorted Bth Air Force heavy bombers attacked rail targets in the Cologne-Trier-
Frankfurt area. Twenty-nine enemy planes were shot down. We lost five bombera
and four fighters.

During the 2L-hour period ending at 0600, 26 December, cne rocket fell
in Antwerp. Ten rockets and nine flying bombs fell in areas near Antwerp and
Liege.

During the 2l-hour period ending at 0800, 27 December, seven rockets
fell in England. One landed in London.

2. In the 2 houra ending at noon, 27 December, our First and Third Armies
eontinued to withstand pressure in the enesgy's Aachen-Luxembourg salient and
drove the Jermans back in numerous sectors on both their northern and southern

flanks. On the northern flank the XVIII and VII Corps repulsed enemy attacks
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between Stavelot and Marche and mads small gains weat of Vielsalm, and north

and northwest of RHochefort; several small villages were recaptured in these areas.
On the southern flank, the III Corps made a junctlon three miles south of
Bastogne with our airborne division which has been holding out at that town,
Other elements of the Corps advanced north from one to two miles in several
sactors west of Idekirch and established a bridgehead across the Sure Rliver.
Farther sast, the XII Corps drove the enemy back across a ten-mile front exteand-
ing from northwest to scutheast of Echtermach, and some elements were approaching
the tomm itself,

Our Seventh Army made minor gains along the German border east of Saar-
gemund and consolidated an area south of the border to straighten out five miles
of its front line west of Weissenburg. US troops in the First French Army
sector improved their positions northwest of Colmar,

There were no significant changes on the other army fronta.

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

1. During the 2, hours ending at 1800, 26 December, nearly 1,500 Tactical
Air Force planes made widespread attacks on enemy supplies and communicaticns
along the Brenner and Udine routes, in the Po Valley and at Spezia Harborj strong
support was given to ground forces in the Imola sector, and 16 enemy planes were
destroyed on the ground at airdromes near Milan. The Balkan Air Force, in 91
sorties, attacked enemy troop movements in central Yugoslavia and a fuel dump
at Ljubljana in northern Tugoslavia. We loat two planes.

On 27 December, escorted heavy btombers of the 15th Air Force dropped

more than 1,400 tons of bombs on an eil refinery at Vosendorf and on seven

marshalling yards from Villach to Maribor and north to the Ling and Vienna area.

-l
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Attacks were alsc made on other rail targets north of Boleano, Six bombers and

three fighters are missing.

2. In the 2l hours ending at noon, 27 December, our Fifth Army was forced
to male further withdrawals from its saliemt along the Serchic River north of
Incea, in the face of contimuied enemy attacks. Heinforcements wers moved to the
sector. On the Eighth Army front, British troops made a local gain northeast of
Faenza.

Brigadier General Donald P. Booth assumed command of the Persian Culf

Command on 2 December, succeeding Major General Donald H. Connolly.

ASIATIC THEATER

1. On 25 December, the Eastern Air Command flew 1,L43 sorties of which L16
were tactical, During these operations medium bombers and fightera attacked
commnications and ground support targets in the Lashio, Shwebo, and Kaladan
areas and south of Mandalay. We lost two planes.

Two Allied barracks at Kharagpur were destroyed by Japanese bombing

on the sama date; two of three enemy planes maldng the raid were shot down,

2. By 26 December, Eritish troops moving scuth along the Arakan Coast had
occupied Sinbaik, six miles northwest of Foul Point. FPatrols were active in the
Kysuktaw area and a British column had advanced to a point approximately 2k
miles southeast of Kaladan. East of Kalewa on the Chindwin front, Allied troops
were approximately 12 miles southeast of Pyingaing. In the Mu Valley, Allled
troops advanced southeastto ocoupy Kyunhla, while those moving along the Burma

*
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railroad captured Kanbalu and contimed south appreximately ten miles.
At the same tims in southwestern China, fighting was contimuing around

Hochih.

FACIFIC AND SQOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. During the period 25-26 December, more than LS50 previocusly unreported
sorties were flown over the Southwest Paclfic area. More than 110 heavy bombers
attacked airdromes, shipping and enemy installations in Borneo, the Philippines
and New Britain, and some 200 lighter planes bombed and atrafed installations
on Halmahera, One small freighter, two coastal vessels and four smaller vessels

were sunk. Thirteen enemy planes were shot down. We lost three airecraft.

2. By 1500 of 26 December, cur troops on Leyte had advanced west more than
four miles from Limon and Kananga reaching a line running from Tabigui to Bayana-
cao; only light resistance was encountered.

To the south, our forces in Palompon beachhead had advanced two miles
inland toward an enemy road block at Tipolo, where troops from the northeast

contimed to encounter heavy resistance.

3. In the spame pericd, an enemy task force consisting of a battleship, a
heavy cruiser and six destroyers, shelled our coastline at Mindoro. According
to communique, cur airecraft and Navy PT boats sank three of the destroyers and
damaged the battleship and cruiser before they could withdraw., Three enemy

planes were shot down during the engagement.
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L. ©On 25 December, B-2L's attacked Iwo Jima, and fighters struck Hota and
Babeltlmap. That night single B-29's dropped incendiaries on Nagoya and Chichi
Jima. Next day, 16 Marine fighters attacked Maloelap in the Marshalls.

Comminique reports & joint cperation on 26 and 27 December in which our
naval surface unite teamed with Pacific Ocean Area B-2l's and fighters to carry
out ancther heavy raid against Iwo Jima. Two B-29's escorted the fighters for
navigational purposes.

On 27 December, 39 Salpan-based B-29's dropped 66 tons of bombs on air-
eraft factories near Tolkyo. Twelve others dropped 18 tone on harbor and indus-
trial targets in the same general area. A single B-29 returning early from the
mission attacked Pagan. Sixteen (probably 28) intercepting enemy aircraft wers
destrayed over the targets. Ome B-29 was shot down by enemy fighters, and two

others were lost from operational causes.

EASTERN FRONT

On 27 December, the Red Army split the enemy forces surrocundsd in the Buda-
pest area into two pockets, one in the city itself, and the other to the north,
and advanced into the western outskirts of the city. Farther north, they pushed
forward on their Gran River salient, while southwest of Budapest they made gains
along the front extending to Lake Balaton.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

1. During the 24-hour period to sunset, 25 December, the Tactical Air
Forces flew 3,919 sorties. Enemy areas, rall and road junctions and commmni-
cation centers behind the Cerman sallient were attacked with more than 1,300
tons of bombs. Forty-three enemy alrcraft were destroyed; we loat 38.

During the previcusly reported Oth Air Force oparatlons on 2l and
25 December, more than 6,100 tons of bombs were dropped, and a total of 138
Oerman planes destroyed (22 more than previously reported). On 26 December,
degpite poor weather, some 150 escorted heavy bombers attacked rail yards and
bridges in the Koblenz area,

There were no RAF bomber operations on 25 December.

During the 2L-hour period ending at 0600, 25 December, one rocket
and 23 flying bombs fell in Antwerp. Eight flying bombs landed in Liege.
Seven rockets and 33 flying bombs fell in scattered arsas behind the fremt.

During the 2l houre ending at 0600, 26 December, there were no rockets

or flying bombs over England.

2. As of noon, 26 December, ocur First Army had forced the Germana to with-
draw in several sectors aleong the northern flank ef their Aachen-Luxembourg
salient. The XVIII Corps drove the enesy from two pockets to straighten its
line northwest of Vielsalm and repulsed several attacks. Between Marche and
Dinant the VII Corps drove the enemy back one to two miles toward Rochefert
along & ten-mile front in face of heavy resistance. On the southern flank of
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the salient our Third Army continued to push the enemy back slewly in its III
and XII Corps sectors from southwest of Bastogne to Echternach.

In the sector south of Duren cur Ninth Army continued to clear the
enemy from the western bank of the Roer. There was no change on the Canadian
Army front, The situation on the US Seventh and First French Army fronts also

remained unchanged.

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

1. During the 2i-hour pericd ending at 1600 on 25 December, the Tactical
Akir Force reported 6L8 sorties. Fighters swept the battle area and northeastern
Po Valley; medium bombers struck the Treviso rail yerds. Weather limited these
operaticns, as well as those of the Coastal and Balkan Alr Forces, which to-
gether flew only 33 sorties. Some 50 bombers of the Strategic Adr Force flew
supplies to Yugoslavia., In all these operationa, we lost three alreraft. Four
enemy planes were destroyed cn the ground.

On 26 December, escorted heavy bombers of the 15th Alr Force dropped

L5 tons on synthetic oil planes near Hlechhammer and Oswiecim and elsewhere
in Cerman and Polish Silesia and on rail bridges and a viaduct in northern

Italy. Two enemy planes were shot downj 19 bombers are missing.

2. In the 2L hours ending at noon, 26 December, on the Eighth Army fromt,
there was no change in the I Canadian Corps sector west of Ravenna; elements on
the southern flank of the Corps sector attempting to advance toward Cotignola
met strong opposition. BEritish troops made small gains in their sector north-
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east of Faenga. On the Fifth Army front US troops were reported withdrawing
from Calomini after an enemy attack, estimated at two battalion strength,

astride the Serchic River.

ASIATIC THEATER

1., On 2 December the Eastern Air Comand flew 1,229 sorties of which Lol
were tactical. During these cperations five medium bombers made an excepticnally
long flight to attack a bridge on the Pegu-Moulmein railway line in southwestern
Burma; the other planes made mumercus attacks, concentrating on commmications,
ground support targets, supply dumps and airfields in the Lashic-Mandalay area
and in southern Burma.

During the period 21-25 December the lLth Alr Force flew 242 additional
bomber and fighter sortles, the majority of which were against rail and road
targsts in Japanese-held territory south of Tungting Lake. In Hongkong Harbor,
during these oparations, fighters sank a L50-foot tanker, probably sank four
other ships averaging 250 feet, and heavily damaged a L00=foot freighter. Other
fighters sank a 550-foot tanker in Formosa Strait and two B-2L's hit and
probably sank a L25-foot tanker near Shanghal. Thirty-eight enemy aircraft were
destroyed in the air and on the ground at the Tsinan airdrome on 2l December.
Seven additional enemy aircraft were destroyed elsewhere during the period; we

loat two planes,

2. By 25 December, British patrols west of the Irrawaddy River had reached

a point on the Burma railway 26 miles south of Wuntho without enemy contact.
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PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. During the period 23-25 December, 470 previocusly unreported sorties
were flown cver the Southwest Pacifie area. More than 200 planes attacked tar-
gets on Halmahera, and some 120 heavy bombers struck at alrdromes and shipping
in the Philippines, Bornec and New Britain. Several small vessels were sunk,

dixty-four enemy planes were destroyed. We lost eight.

2. Operations reports confirm the capture of Palompen on northwestern
Leyte during the period ending at 1500, 25 December. In the same peried, our
troops moving toward the Palompon beachhead from the northeast were meeting
opposition near Tipolo. Mopping up contimied elsewhere on Layte,

On 26 December, the US Eighth Army assumed combat responsibility for

the Leyte-Samar area.

3. On 23 and 2l December, more than 150 Marine fighters bombed enemy gun
positions and installations in the Marshalls. Our heavy bombers attacked Chichi
Jima on the latter day.

During the night 25 December, about 2C Japanese planes attacked Saipan,
destroying one B-29 and damaging another probably beyond repair. Four of the
enemy planes were shot domm.

EASTERN FRONT

Northwest of Budapest on 26 December, the Red Army completed the city's
encirclement by driving north to take Esgtergom on the Darube thus effecting a
junction with forces which had driven west from the Damibe band. Imediately to
the north, other Red Army units made slight geina.

-
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

The 65th Infantry Ddvision was ordered from Camp Shelby, Miss.,
to the New York Fort of Embarkation for further movement overseas

after 23 December 194li.

EUROPEAN THEATER

1. During the 2l~hour period to sunset, 2l December, the Tactical

Alr Forces flew l,192 sorties. More than 1,200 tons of bombe were
dropped on rail bridges and communication centers supplying the German
of fensive. Enemy movements near Koblenz, Cologne and Duren were attacked,
and close support was given our ground troops in the battle areas.
Fifty-five enemy aircraft were shot down; we lost &1 planes.

On 2 December, 285 RAF heavy bombers attacked airfields at
Egsen and Dusseldorf with over 1,200 tona of bombs. That night 201 more
struck rail yards at Cologne and an airfield at Bonn. Thirteen heavy
bombers are definitely reported as having been lost during these opera-
tions.

Mlthough hampered by weather on 25 December, |19 escorted 8th
Alr Force heavy bombers attacked bridges and communications in the rear
of the German offensive. Forty-five enemy planes were shot down. Twelve
of our bombers and at least 13 fighters are missing.

During the 2l hours ending at 0600, 2|, December, one rocket fell
in Antwerp and one flying bomb landed in Liege. Eighteen rockets and 57
flying bombs fell in areas near Antwerp and Liege. Four other flying bomb

ware destroyed.

-
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Three rockets fell in the London and Easex areas during the
2i=hour pericd ending at 0800, 25 December. There were no flying

bombes over England.

2. By 1200 of 25 December, the situation on the Allied fromt north
of Monaschau remained relatively unchanged.

Our First Army was continmuing to hold firmly in the Monsechau
ares, and repulsed a small counterattack south of the town. To the
wast we were resisting heavy pressure by the enemy in his attempts to
expand his northern flank. The XVIII Corps withdrew from the area north-
west of Vielsalm to cccupy high ground along a line running southwest
from Stavelot. West of Marche the VII Corps was holding a general line
to a point three miles east of Ddnant. On this line heavy enemy pressure
forced a withdrawal in the sector north of Rechefort where elementa of
the Corps are lsclated. To the east of Dinant we made small advances
along a six-mile front.

Southeast of DMnant the British XXX Corps, elements of which are
established along the Meuse from Dinant to Givet, gained ground and coccupie
positions from a point three miles east of IMnant. to Ciergnon, ten miles
to the southeast.

On the Third Army front the situation in the Bastogne-Neufchateau
area still remained obscure, but a fragmentary report shows that elements
of the VIII Corps are patrolling in the area to the northwest of Neufchatea
Farther to the sast the III Corps advanced in the sector north of Arlen

and the XII Corpe advanced locally at several points north of Luxembourg.

R
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There was no substantial change cn the Seventh Army front.
In Alsace a viclent enemy counterattack forced French trocpe

to make a local withdrawal north of Munster.

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

1. Up to 1800 on 2l December, fighters and fighter bombers of the
Tactical Air Force destroyed 15 grounded enemy planes at an airdroma north
of Vicenza, deaspite contimuing bad weather which limited scrties to TO.
Weather also prevented offensive cperaticns of the Coastal Adr Force and
limited Balkan aircraft to small-scale attacks in Tugoslavia.

On 25 December, 498 escorted 15th Air Force heavy bombers attacked
rail yards in Austria and synthetic oll plants at Brux, Germany. Fourteen

bombers and two fighters are miseing.

2, During the lB-hour pericd ending at 0600 on 25 December, winter
conditlons with heavy snowfall confined activity on the front of the
Allied armies to patrolling.

ASIATIC THEATER

1., During the 22nd and 23rd of December the Eastern Alr Command
flew more than 3,000 sorties of which about 1,100 were tactical. Heavy
bombers struck Taungup with over 150 tons and also bombed the rail yards
at Moulmein. B-25's hit supply dumpe in Arakan, and continued their
attacks on key railroad bridges. Fighters and fighter bombers hit various
targets in the Mandalay area and on the Chindwin, Irrawaddy and Salween
Hiver fronta.
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2. The llith Air Force flew 122 additional sorties during 21-
23 December to attack widespread targets in China, Burma and French
Indo=China. A 175-foot naval vessel and a river steamer were sunk
at Anking and a destroyer was hit at Hongkong. Twelve enemy airecraft
wera ghot down and 12 additional destroyed on the ground. We lost two

planes.

3. By 2L December, additional Chinese troops were crossing the
Irrawaddy River at Moda. OSouthwest of Katha, British troops encountered
a Japanese columm 1l miles east of Kawlin, but lost contact as the enemy
withdrew toc the south. OCther British were at Kokkogon, 12 miles southeast
of Kawlin. On the Chindwin front, the British made contact with the
enemy ten miles southeast of Pyingaing. British units on the Arakan

coast occupled Donbalk without oppositicn.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST FACIFIC THEATERS

1, More than LOO additional sorties were flown over the Philippines
Halmaheras and other Southwest Pacifiec areas during the period 22-2l Tec-
ember, Included was a heavy bomber attack on 2l December on Clark Field,
Manila, In all operations 22 Japanese planes and one large enemy vessel

were destroyed. We lost one fighter.

2. On 25 December, a battalion of the 77th Division E‘Mﬁim'

lmdjng on Lnyt.a ane m:l.lo n-:lr't-h of Palompon, meeting alight reaistance.
A

Our .f:ruu ldvmning from tha nurthuut. reached a point five miles from

Palompon. US troops in the Kananga-Tolibaw area adwnced nearly three
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miles west on a broad front. Mopping up continued in other sectors
of Leyte. Communigue of 26 December reports that Palampon has been

captured and that the Leyte campailgn is wvirtuvally over.

3. Delayed report for night of 21-22 December states that three
reconnaissence-bambing B-29's dropped 11 tone on Tokyo.

Fighters attacked Babelthuap on 23 December, and a small number
of B-2L's struck Iwo Jima and Woleai. On 2l December, a coordinated
attack was made upon Iwo Jima by our naval surface unlts and airecraft
ineluding B-29's, B-2L's and fighters. A preliminary report states
that our ships sank a Japanese destroyer escort, a patrol craft and a
landing ship; one grounded enemy plane was destroyed. On the same day,

fighters again attacked Babelthuap.
EASTERN FRONT

Heavy fighting contimied in Latvia without major change in the front
during 25 December. HNorthwest of Budapest Soviets reached the Gran Hivqr
on a broad front. Extending their salient between Lake Balaton and.
Budapest, Soviets have advanced north within eight miles of the Danuba,

and have made smaller gains to the west.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

1. During the 2l-hour period to sunset, 23 December, the Tactical
Mr Forces flew 2,916 sorties. Bombers dropped nsarly 800 tons on
communication centers and bridges behind the lines of the Jerman offensive,
and fighters supported our ground forces in the battle area. At least
102 enemy planes were shot down and nine others destroyed on the ground.
Thirty-three of our aireraft were lost.

That day, 151 RAF heavy bombers struck at supply installations
and troop concentrations at Trier; 22 others attacked Cologne rail yards.
That night, Bl Mosguitces attacked rail centers near Bonn and Keblenz.
Three enemy planes ware dﬂat.ru}rud.. Six RAF bombers and one Meoagquito
failed to return.

On 24 December, 2,075 BOth Air Force heavy hombers, escorted by
911 fighters, were dispatched: about 1,400 bombers attacked ten airdromes
in tha Frankfurt area and about 600 struck at communication and supply
centers opposite the bulge of the UJerman offensive, This was the largest
force ever dispatched from the United Kingdom on a single oparation.
Fraliminary estimates reveal that of some 275 enamy aircraft encountered,
Tl were shot downj; 39 of our bombers and nine fighters are mis sing.

In the 2L-hour period ending at 0600, 23 December, two rockets
and one flying bomb fell in Antwerp. Seventy-three other rockets and
flying bomba fell in areas near Antwerp and Liege.

During the 2L-hour perdod ending at 0600, 2l December, of 50
flying bombs launched against England, 32 crossed the coast, Several
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incidents were reported in the northern midlands and several in

the Manchester area. Two rockets fell in England during this period.

2. To noon, 2l December, the CGermans had penetrated west through
our Aachan=-Luxembourg front to within three miles of the Meuse near
Dinant, and farther to the south reached a point ten miles southeast
of Givet.

We continued to heold the general line Malmedy-Stavelot against
inereasing pressure. From Stavelot to Vielsalm the XVIII Corps' line
was strengthened. East of Marche the VII and XVIII Corps wers forced
to make small withdrawals in isolated sectors. Our VII Corps was in
contact with an enemy column at Ciney, approximately 12 miles northwest
of Marche and was withdrawing from the area southweat of Marche where
enemy strength was increasing.

On the southarn flank of the enemy's salient the situation re-
mained cbscure between Neufchateau and Bastogne. According to a communiqu
however, the enemy continued to exert heavy pressure southwest of the
latter town. To the east, the III and XII Corps drove the enemy north
acroas a fromt which extended from six miles south of Bastogne to the
area immediately south and southeast of Egchternach. In the center of
this .d"fa our troops had reached a point approximately eight miles
nnrﬂzﬂ of Diekdirch.

In Alsace the First French Army advanced more than a mile on a
four-mile front north of Munaster.

There were no significant changes on the other fronts.
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MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

1. During the 2lj~hour period ending at 1800, 23 December, adverse
weather prevented offensive operations of the Coastal and Balkan Air
Forces and limited the Tactical Air Force to 507 sorties. Attacks were
mads upon communications, principally in the central Po Valley, and
upon an airfield near Milan, where 1l grounded enemy planes wersa desg-—

troyed. Three enemy aircraft were shot down; we lost three fighters.

2, In the 2L hours ending at noon, 2L December, tha Eighth Army's
Canadian Corps made local advances northeast of Fusignanc improving itas
positions mlong the Senlo River. West of Bagnacavallo, the Corps
consolidated an area between previous gains to stralghten two and
one-half miles of the front. British troocps made a local advance north-
east of Faenga against light opposition. West of Faenza, Polish troops,
and British troops in the adjacent Fifth Army sector, continued to clear
the area socuth of the Senio Fiver. Adverse weather prevailed throughout

the pariod.

ASIATIC THEATER

1, On 21 December, the Eastern Air Command flew 1,236 sorties, of
which 623 were tactieal. During these operations 73 heavy bombers dropped
234 tons of bombs on Taungup in the largest raid of heavy bombers in this
theater; other B-2L's dropped 70 tons on the Martaban dock area, and mediun
bombers raided docks at Henzada. Lighter planes attacked transportatiom,

supply dumps and ensmy positions aleng the Burma fronts. We lost one fight

oy



1°

WESTERN I;’ACIFIC j

EAGAN »

SCALE STATUTE WHLES

St rre

Bi-g=g ‘01107 -

E\EIT AT TR VI0EG




EAST GENTRAL PHILIPPINES




D Lol L LI |

2. During 21-22 December, the llth Adr Force flew 180 sorties
to attack widespread targets in central and southarn China, the
Salween front, central Burma, and French Indo=China. Six anemy

planes ware destroyed in the Hongkong area. We lost three fighters.

3. 0On 23 December British troops advancing scuth from Nankan

encountered Japanese forces seven miles east of Kawlin.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. During the period 21-23 December, some 750 additional aireraft
attacked targets in the Southwest Pacific Area. More than LOO of these,
including &8 heavy and nearly 130 medium bombers, struck at airdromes,
supplies and other targets on Halmahera. Other aireraft, including
about B5 B-2l4's, attacked airfields in the Philippines. An enemy
freighter-transport and a coastal vessel were sunk and 35 enemy planes
destroyed, including 20 in the Manila area.

2. By 23 December our troops on Leyte, supported by heavy artillery,
reached a point seven miles northeast of Palompon. Mopping up continued

in other sectors.

3. 0On 24 December, 23 B-29's of the XNI Bomber Command attacked
Iwo Jima in an attack which was coordinatad with a scheduled bombardment

by naval surface craft.
EASTERN FRONT

On 2L December, the Red Army broke through German defenses between

-how
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Lake Balaton and Budapest, advancing north and reaching positions
six miles west of Budapest. To the north of Budapest the Sovists
pushed their salient northwest to the Hron River, while %o the east

they contimied thelir advancesagainst the German pocket.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

l., During the period to sunset 22 December, weather limited the
Tactical Adir Forces to LEE sorties. Among these more than 250 planes
attacked in support of our ground forces in the battle area. Six
enemy planes were shot domn; we lost eight.

During the night of 22-23 December, some 270 heavy bombers
of the RAF attacked the railway centers of Koblenz and Bingen. (e
enemy aircraft was destroyed. [Eight of the bombers were lost.

On 23 December, 421 escorted 8th Air Force heavy bombers
attacked railyards near Trier and at EKailserslautern, and bombed
comeunications west of Koblenz. Seventy (probably BB} enemy aireraft
ware shot down, We lost three bombers and 13 fighters.

During the 36~hour period ending at 0600, 22 December, four
roeckets and eleven flying bembs fell in Antwerp. (One flying bomb hit
Liege. Five rockets and 118 flying bombs fell in areas near Antwerp

and Liege,

2. By 1200 of 23 December, there was no significant change on the

British or U.S5. Ninth Army fronta.
The V, XVIII, and VII Corps of our First Army were resisting

heavy attack along the general line Malmedy-Stavelot-Vielsalm-Marche
in efforts to block the German counteroffensive.,” lalmedy was in our
handa, but Stavelot was taken by the enemy after a heavy attack. We
retook Stoumont, west of Stavelot.” The XVIII Corps repulsed a strong
German affort to cross the Salm River between Stavelot and Vielsalm,. .
Farther west, XVIII Corps and VII Corps units were heavily engaged in
the area to the northeast of Marche, which was in German hands. .~

e
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geD Lottor, 5-3-73
South of Marche, on our Third Army front, penetrations ranchudk

the vicinity of S5t. Hubert and were approaching Neufchateau from the ¥
northeast. The XII Corps was holding firmly in the Echternach areal
The XX Corps repulsed an attack near Saarlautern. e

Cur Seventh Army was in contact with strong enemy forces 1ln
the general area north of Hagenan; & counterattack was repulsed north
of Welsserbourg, but farther west we made local withdrawals under

atrong enemy pressure.

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER
1. During the 2Li~hour pericd ending at 1800, 22 December, 163

medium bombers of the Tactical Adr Forece attacked rail bridges in the

Fo Valley, and 996 lighter planes attacked targets in the battle area
and communications in the rear., Six fighters wers lost. Among 52
sorties, Balkan Adir Force planes swept roads in southern Yugoslavia and
bombed a reported explosive motor boat position on the Adriatic coast.
Weather prevented strateglc bember operations and contimued on 23 Decembe
to ground the 15th Adr Force,

2. By 1200 hours of 23 December, the British trocps of the Eighth
Army had made additional gaines up to a mile on & four-mile fromt north-
east of Faenza. Canadian troopa had advanced more than a mile west to
the line of the River Senio on & two-mile front flanked on the nerth by
Bagnacavallo., They also made a small advance to the Senio River north-
east of Fusignano and held off German efforts to retake the ground.
South of Imcla there were local gains in both the Eighth and US Fifth

Army sectors.

-2 a
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ASIATIC THEATER

1. On 20 December, the Eastern Air Command flew 1,533 sorties
of which 600 were tactical, Principal targets were the Pylmmana rail
yards, communications and supply dumps between Mandalay and Bhamo, and
Japanese installations on the Chindwin and Arakan fronts.

2. By 21 December, heavy fighting was reported twe miles west of
Hochih, There and in the Wuming area the Japanese were reportad to
be digging in.

By 22 December, Allied troops reached a point on the east bank
of the Irrawaddy River 2, miles south of Katha and on the west bank
occupied Tigyaing, eight miles farther south. Both advances were un-
opposed, East of the Chindwin River, British troops moved south to
occupy Pyingaing, 3l miles east of Kalewa. Patrols 16 miles northeast
of Pyingaing found no enemy. OUn the Arakan front south of Buthidaung,
British troops occupled Kwaszon and Indin without contact. South of
Paletwa, other troops occupied an area from eight miles east to twelve

miles northeast of Kyaulktaw,

PACIFIC .l__ﬂi SOUTHWNEST PACIFIC THEATERS
1, During the period 20-22 December, more than 460 additional

sorties were flown. Heaviest of the attacks were against airdromes

in the Philippines, with more than 1LO heavy bombers and 100 lighter
planes participating. Two ships were sunk north of Bormeo. A total
of 82 enemy planes was destroyed including an estimated 50 on the ground
at Clark Fileld.
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PeD Letter, 5-3-78

2. By 1500, 22 December, cur troops on Leyte had cleared the
high ground south of Tolibaw, capturing large quantities of equipment.
In the Kananga area, we launched an attack toward Palompon and reached
the town of Humaybunay. Mortheast of Urmoc mopping up contimued, and
arcund Anas all enemy resistance was reported broken.

3. On 20 December, Marine aircraft attacked Rota, Yap, and
shipping at Sonsorcl (about 150 miles soutlwest of the Palaus). On
21 December, medium bombers set fire to a large cargo vessel in the
Benin Islands area.

Further report of the 22 December B-29 attack on Nagoya states
that LB bombers dropped 130 tons., There were LOC encounters with
Japanese interceptors. Eleven (probably 31) enemy aircraft were
destroyed. One bomber was lost by enemy action and another to unknown

causes prior to reaching the target.

EASTERN FRONT

On 23 December, strong Jerman counterattacks on the Latvian front
limited the Soviets to local gains. Northeast of Budapest, Soviet
troops made further advances against the German pocket, while north of
the Darube bend they drove west againat strong resistance, reaching the
Ipoly River on a 20-mile fromt, Renewed attacks in the area between

Budapest and Lake Balaton achieved only local gains.
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EVROPEAN THEATER

1. During the 2L hours anding at sunset, 21 December, weather
again prevented the Tactical Adr Forces from operating in strength
against the German counter—offensive. Sorties totalled 171, those
in close support of ground forces being limited to L6, which werse
flown for our Seventh Army.

Although grounded by weather earlier in the day, 9L heavy
bombers of the FAF attacked troops, supplies and commnications at
Trier on 21 December, dropping L)1 tons of bomba. That night 206
heavy bombers struck at a symthetic oil plant near Stettin, 121 at
rail yards in Cologne, and 97 at Bonn. Thirty-threeMosquitoes part-
icipated. Eight heavy bombers and one Mosquito were lost.

Weather groundad the B8th Air Force on 22 Decamber,

In the 2L hours ending at 0600, 22 December, three rockets

fell in the London and Essex areas.

2. As of 21 December, our First and Ninth Armies were assigned
for operational command to the Twenty-first Army Group (Northern Army
Group) which hitherto has been composed only of the Second British anc
First Canadian Armies. The Twenty-first Army Group assumed responsi-
bility for the sector south to the general line Givet (France)-—Frum
(Germany).

By 1200 hours of 22 December, there was no significant change
cn the battle front north of Duren.
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The V Corps of the First Army maintained ites positions in
the Monachau area and was containing the enemy's salient to the north
along the line Malmady-Stavelot, despite heavy enemy attacks. The
XVIII Corps continued to hold a line southwest of Stavelot. The enemy
has made progress toward linking his drive in the Stavelot-Vielsalm
area with the column headed northwest from Bastogne. Pocketed in
between are two XVIII Corps divisions which were forced from 5t. Vith
and virtually surrcunded in the area east of Vielsalm. To tha west,
German elements are in Laroche and seven miles northwest. Last reports
ghow a considerable southerm extension of the German drive through
central Luxembourg tut state the III Corps of our Third Army is attack-
ing to the northeast along a line Arlon-Luxembourg and has advanced

three to four miles. This Corps was recently withdrawn from the Metz

area.

There was no significant change on our Seventh Army front or
in Alsace.
MEDITERRANEAN THEATER /

1. During the 2L-hour period ending at 1800, 21 December, 32%
Tactical Adr Force sorties were flown in contimuing adverse weather
against targets in the battle area and communications in northern
Italy. Fighters of the Coastal Air Force sank a 100-foot wessel in
the Qulf of Trieste. Included in Sl Balkan Air Force sorties were

harassing attacks on Jerman columns northeast of Podgorica in southern



PO VALLEY (&%,

o 0 20 L4

APPROXIMATE MILES
LINE AS OF 2| DEC
LINE AS OF 22 DEC—

gl-e-g 'zo330q

080

QEIJISSYTIoE]



H_.mnhmmmHm.mNu
0SD Letter, 5-3-73

I -BOORT - DD

& # o ¥ o a
P ool F _—
= F ¥ M
L &
i o i
.
!
EHITHEDNE‘

LINE AS OF 2] pec |94

453
4
N. BURMA

I
-

L -
I\Wﬁl‘lii;h




23IFIED
020 Letter, £-8-73

Yogoslavia., Thirty—four medium bombers of the Strategic Air Forces
bombed road targets in that area and 38 heavy bambers flew supplies
to Greece.

Weather prevented offensive cperations by the 15th Air Force

on 22 December.

2. By 1200 hours of 22 December, British troops of the Eighth
Army had advanced up to two miles on a three-mile front to the north-
sast of Fasnza and Canadian troops advanced locally east of Fusignano.

Activity on the Fifth Army front was confined to patrolling.

ASIATIC THEATER

l. Om 19 December, the Eastern Alr Command flew 1,394 sorties,
of which L9 were tactical, Twenty-three heavy bombers attacked Maymyo.
Lighter planes struck at commnications along the rail line from Shwebo
to Lashio; attacked supply cumps, airfields and river traffic north and
aouth of Mandalay and on the Arakan coast; and also supported Allied

ground operaticns.

2. By 21 December, British troops had extended their gains between
the Irrawaddy and Chindwin Fivers. Patrols reached an area 30 milas
south of Indaw without enemy contact, while troops who had advanced to
Wauntho fraom the west turmed south to cccupy Kawlin. Patrols were 20

miles east of Kalewa without opposition.



/] BABELTHUAP

P a4 £ i FiE

NETHERLANDS

P T PAGAN —

¢ € F 4 W

INDIES

gL-£-2 '191197 (80

-

QAI14ISSVI0IQ



DPECLASSIFIED
pBD Letter, 5-3-73

EAST CENTRAL PHIUPPINES

& @




DECLASSIPIN
08D Letter, 5-3.72

T o -
../F 3 F ) ’6/__##:"
Ir.- }F’w 1

=y \
Lim \"fEJ oF 21 ncqr..m...

LyfE 45 oF 22 pEC




T R

TP IER

JBD Letter, 5-3-T3

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. During the periocd 19-=21 December more than 380 additional
sorties were flown. Australian-based heavy bombers attacked the
Malang airdrome on Java and Allied medium bombers sank a troop-ladan
transport in the Banda Sea. Bomber and fighter attacks continued
against airfields, supply dumps, and shipping. Twalve enemy planes
were Shot down.

2. By 1500 of 21 December, our forces on Leyte had captured
Kananga against determined resistance. There was strong opposition
to our attack south from the Tolibaw area. Other elements captured

Dolores, while aouth and east of Ormoc, mopping up continued.

3« Durdng the period 19-21 December, storage areas at Babelthuap

installations at Wotje and an airfield at Pagan were bombed and strafed

by our fighters.
EASTERN FRONT

On 22 December the Soviets made further advances toward reducing
the German pocket northeast of Budapest. It was reported that the

Red Army has launched an offensive in Latvia.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

l, In the 2l hours anding at sunset, 20 December, weather grounded
strategle bombers of the Oth Adlr Forece and the RAF, and limited the
Tactical Air Foreces to 12 sorties. That night and 21 December, weather
continued to ground the H8th Air Force and the RAF.

During the 2l~hour period ending at 180U, 20 Dacember, three
rockets and five flying bombs landed in Antwerp, One flying bomb landed
in Liege. Three rockets and 25 bombs fall in scattered areas behind the
front.

During the 24 houwrs ending at U600, 21 December, six rockets

fell in England.

2+ By 0213 of 22 Decamber thera had been no sisnificant change on

the British or U8 Ninth Army fronts.
Qur Firat and Third Armies continued to meet the shock of the

Garman counteroffenaive aimed at eastearn Belpium and through northern
Luxembourg. On the north flank of the northern thrust the V Corps was
holding firmly in the Monschay area and repulsing attacks coming from
the south. Malmedy and Stavelot were being held against contimuous
attack. To the weat the XVIII Corps has checked further penetration
in the area immediately southwest of Stavelot. Farther south, however,
forward German elements panetrated to within three miles of Laroche on
the Ourthe River but were meeting strong resistance from one of our
armorad divisions. Oerman efforts to widen this salient southward were

being checked along a line running from Vielsam to St. Vith and thence

T
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south to Burg Heuland. In the southern salient the enemy was exsrting
very strong pressure in the Bastorne area, employilng heavy armor and
infantry concentrations which were fanning out north and south of the
clty. The Germans made limited 'ains northeast of Bastozne to the
viginity of Cherain, and, east of Bastorne, extended the salient to Wiltz.
Enemy armor was reported as far west as 5t. Hubert, .
Ll

Cthar divisions of the Third Army have cleared Dillinpen north
of Saarlautern.

Elements of the Seventh Army carried ocut a alight withdrawal
northwest of Welssenburg and repulsed a counterattack nerth of that eity.

In Alsace, American trocps of the Firat French Army made local

rains north of Colmar, and French troops made scme progreas farther to

the west,

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

l. During the 2l-hour period ending at 180U, 20 December, the
Tactical Air Forces flew 264 sorties despite bad weather. A rail cut
was scored on the Brenner Pass line during attacks which also covered
the Po Valley and battle area. The Balkan Air Force flew 95 sorties,
mainly arainst road transportation in Yugoslavia. We lost two planes,
Thirty-eight medium bombers of the Stratecic Alr Force also struck at
road transportation in Yugoslawvila, while 39 heavy bombers flew supply
missions to Oreece.

On 21 December, 96 escorted 15th Alr Force heavy bombers dropped
197 tons of bombs on rail yards at Hosenheim (Germany). We lost one

bomber,
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2+ By noon 21 December, Canadian troops of the British Eirhth
Army had entered Bagnacavalle, Horth of Bagnacavalle they reached
the banks of the Senlo River; forcing the retirement of Cerman forces
weakenad by counterattacks the previous day. South of the city they
were advaneing west arainet light resistance. North of Faenza, between
the Lamone and Senio Rivers, British troops advanced a half mile on a

threa-mile front.

ASIATIC THEATER

1. Further reports of the 21 December raid on Mukden state that
35 B-29's dropped 1LL tons of bombs on the Manchuria aireraft plant,
Bi £

the primsry target, Seven planes bombed neishboring targeta, Fifteen

enamy planes were destroved. We lost two bombers,
¥ P .

i

2+ 1llhth Air Forece reports covering 27 offensive sorties on 19 Deec-
amber confirm the damapge to enemy shipping and aireraft at Hankow reportec

yegtarday by communigque.

3. East of the Irrawaddy, Chinese troops advancing southeast from
Bhamo were 12 miles northwest of Namhkam by 20 December. In an advance
from the west, Briltish troops cccupied Wuntho on the Mandalay-lfyitkyina
branch of the Burma railroad, while other British troops advancing
southwest along the railroad were 15 miles to the northeast, Farther
gouth, itish unite extended thelr movements eastward from the Chindwin
Hvar,

By 20 December, in southern China, heavy fighting, hampered

by snow and severs weather, was in progress around Hochlh. Engapements

-3 =
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with the ensmy were reported in the Wuming area,

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THE

l. During the paricd 17=20 December, more than 560 additional
gorties were flown apgainst targets throughout the area; prineipal
strikes by heavy bombers were against alrdromes on Panay, Negros and
southern Mindanao, while lighter planes alsc struck ailrdromes and
attacked shipping. A medium freighter was set afire off Mindoro and

21 enemy planes were destroyed; we lost five,

2. 0On 20 Decamber, our forces on Mindoro were conseolidatine defens
against possible attack. On Leyte, our troops advancing toward each
other along the Ormoc-Pinamopoan road, made contact., There was heavy

resistance near Kananga.

3« On 17 December, Pacific Ocean Area B-2L's dropped 112 tons of
bombs on airfisld installations at Iwo Jima. That same day other B-2i's
attacked Woleai, Fichters raided Yap and Babelthuap,

In the 18 December B-29 mission, 150 tons of bombs were dropped
on the Mitsubishi aireraft plant st Nagoya. Two (probably eight) enemy
planes ware shot down. One B-29 was ditched, one crashed at Salpan,
and two are missing.

On 19 Decamber, B=2L's resumed their attacks on Iwo Jima air-
field areas, dropping 118 tons; fighters cver the sametarget shot down

tan enemy planes and dastroyed ancther on the ground.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

ls During the 2l hours ending at sunset, 19 December, the Tactical
Alr Forces flew T8l sortles, mainly cver the battle areas., Fifteen
enemy planes were shot downj we lost eight.
Durine the 2L hours ending at 0600 on 20 Dacember, four rockets
fall in Essex and the Lenden area,
During the 24-hour period ending at 1800 on 19 December, one
flying bemb fell in Liege and 1k bombs and two rockets in areas surround-

ing Liege and Antwerp.

2s By 1200 of 20 Decerber, there were no significant changes on the

British or US Ninth Army fronts.
In the counteroffensive on our First Army front, the enemy was

attempting to widen and deepen the salient of hils northern thrust, but
its impetus had been slowed dewn. Units of the V Corpas were resisting
heavy pressure south of Monschau and aleng the northern edre of the salient.
We made a one-mile withdrawal west of Wirtzfeld to better defensive positions
An attack by 3U enemy tanks made some progress in this area, but penerally
our line was firm. The V Corps also continued to hold Staveleot against
heavy attack from the southwest; farther west, the enemy held Stoument.
Elements of the XVIII Corps have checked the penetration to the west and
regained some ground south of Stoumont, while the VIII Corps continued
to hold 5t. Vith, preventing the widening of the sallent to the south.
In the southern salient the enemy was still increasing his penetraticns

westward, particularly in the Bastogne area. The situation there remained
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fluid, but no coordinated break-through had developed. Advance
enemy elements had cut the Bastorne-Arlon road,

There was no significant change on the Third Army front.

The XV Corps of cur Seventh Army continued to attack and
made local prorress northwest of Bitsch. The VI Corps made small gains
in heavy fighting north of Weissenbury.

In Alsace, American troops of the First French Army continued
to advance slowly to within two and one=half miles of Colmar. French

troops made additional local gains north of Munster.

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

1, During the 2L hours ending at 180U, 19 December, adverse weather
limited the Tactiecal Air Foree to 109 sorties. The Balkan Alr Force,
during 123 sorties, attacked tarpets in southern Yupeoslavia. Three
fighters are missing.

On 19 December, 53 bombers of the 15th Alr Force attacked
Sarajeve rail yards and roads in scuthern Yupeslavia. On 20 December,
£22 escorted heavy bombers struck at oll plants at HRegensburg (southern
jermany), the Skoda Works at Pilsen, and rail yards at Linz, Salzburg,

and Villach in Austria. Fifteen bombers and two fighters are missing.

2. By 1200 of 20 December, the Eighth Army had cleared the area
north of Faenza from the river Senlo, three miles northwest of the eity,
to the village of Ronco, two miles to the northeast. Farther northeast,

Canadian troops attacked north of Bagnacavallo, but strong counterattacks
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foreed them back to their original positions except for a limited
gain southeast of Fuaignano., Activity on the Fifth Army front was

confined to patrolling.

3+ As of 16 December, Lieutenant Oeneral Lucien K. Truscott

assumed comrand of the Fifth Army.
ASIATIC Thl'.ﬁ.TEil‘.

l. Preliminary reports state that LU B=29'z bombed the Manchuria
alrcraft plant at Mukden on 21 December, Nine B-29'e bombed alternate

targets.

2. 0On 18 December, the Eastern Air Command flew a total of 1,773
gorties. Firhters and fiphter bombers attacked targets in the Lashic
area and supported ground operations on the Irrawaddy front. Medium
bombers destroved two railroad bridges south of Shwebo and attacked other

railroad targets throughout central and southerm Purma.

3. On 18 December, the 1lhth Alr Force flew 281 fighter and homber
sorties, including 212 in the raid on Hankow reported yesterday, The
total of enemy planes destroyed in this attack has been raised to L2
(probably &6). TFour fighters failed to return from Hankow, and one
fighter was lost elsewhere. A communique reports that on 19 December
fighter bombers sank a large Japanese tanker and probably sank a destrover
and two larpe frelghters at Homgkong. Five enemy planes were destroyed

in the Hongkony area and two others at Hankow,
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Le By 19 December cn the Irrawaddy frent, twe British columna
15 miles apart had moved south on either side of the Burma rallroad
to points 15 and 20 miles southwest of Naba., On the Chindwin front,
another British column had advanced south to a point 30 miles due
east of Kalewa., On the Arakan front, British troops moving southeast
from Buthidaung occupied Kindaung. HNogposition was reported to any

of these moves.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. For the pericd 16-19 December, more than 67U additional sorties
ware reported. Attacks were made on Japanece air installations on
southeastern Luzon, Negros, Zamboanga, Ambolna and Rabsul. In attacks
on shipping, a coastal vessel was left sinking, s small frelghter was
set, afire, and a medium freishter was damaped, all in the Fhilippine

area, We lost three fighters. Our ground and PT boat fire shet domm

eight enemy planes over Mindoro.

2+ Enemy ground action on Mindorc was reported as nil from 17 to

19 December.
By 19 December, on Leyte, the T7th Division had advenced from
Valencia and captured Libongao, while the lst Cavalry Division, moving
south from Tolibaw, captured Lonoy. In the Limon-Tolibaw area, resistance
wias decreasing. Southeast of Ormoc ocur attacks continued in the Anas

area and our forces there were being reinforced,

3+ On 19 December, 16T Marine planes struck 0llot Island in
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08D Letter, D-3=7Z

EURCFEAN THEATER

l, A review of the perled from 20U Oectober to 17 December shows
that 16 flyirgz bombs and 54 rockets fell in the Antwerp port area,
Twenty ship berths, an electric power station, and the telephone ex-
change suffered damage. The power and telephone facilities have been
repaired, and the damage to the ship berths has not affected the discharge
of cargo. As of 19 December, six to ten US ships can be accepted daily.

On 16 December, 235 G6th Air Force bombers struck at German rail
yards, principally at Stuttgart. On 17 December, weather forced cancell-
aticn of operations. Operations of 18 December were reported yesterday.
On 19 December, despite adverse weather, more than 300 heavy bombers
attacked rail yards at Ehrang (Trier area) and seven railroad junctions
weet of Koblenz vital to the supply of attacking German greund foreces.
Freliminary reports state that three enemy aireraft were destroved. Two
of our bombers and three fighters are missing.

During the night of 18-19 December, HAF heavy bombers dropped 615
tons on shipping at Odynia. Fifty-two Mosguitoes attacked Nurnberpg and
Munster,

During the 2L hours ending at sunset, 18 December, the Tactical
Alr Forces flew 1,792 sorties, principally over the battle area. More
than 3 vehicles, including 75 ammored type, were l.:‘lBB‘t-I‘Dj-"Ed, and LT eneamy
planes were shot down. We lost 18 planes.

Three rockets fell along the east coast of England during the

2L=hour pericd ending at 0600, 19 December.

.
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During the preceding 2L hours, four rockets landed in Antwerp
and nine in the surrounding area. Reported flying bombs were: five in

Antwerp, l3 in surrounding areas, and two in the Liege area.

2, By noon, 19 December, there had been no significant changes on

the British or US Ninth Army fronts,

The German counteroffensive on the First Army front between
Aachen and Luxembourg had developed in great strength by 18 December and
penetrated our lines in two major thrusts, the more northern of which
broke through on & l2-mile front north of St. Vith and has penetrated
to a point eight miles west of Stavelot, (this point is 30 miles west
of the 17 December front). The southern thrust, throuwh northern Luxembm
broke through on a ten-mile front to a depth of 17 miles, reaching the
town of Bastopne. Several of our units have been cut off. Other enemy
attecks northeast and southeast of Menschau have heen repulsed, West
of Echternach the enemy pressure forced us to withdraw up to two miles
cn & seven-mile fronts On the northern flank of the First Army sector
our troope drove to the Roer River at the western outskirts of Duren,
after advancing approximately & mile on a four-mile front. HNortheast
of Uonschau, near HKesternich, two counterattacks were repulsed.

On 1€ December, the Third Army made local gains to the northwest
and to the sast of Saarpemund.

On the Seventh Army front, the XV Corps was engared in stiff
Tighting in its attack near Bitsch. The VI Corps advanced up to three
miles along a 20=-mile front in the zone between Lauterburg and Weissenburs

West of Weissenburg, the Lauter Fiver was crossed against very stiff

resistance,



APPROXIMATE MILES
LINE AS oF 18 pEcEMBER
LINE AS OF 19 DECEMBER

r131197 AS0

aR1A155VI0EA

BL-€-C




e Sl RS 8

.« NANKING

® SHAWGHAI
- ——

E
) 0 200 800
HEEEE ]
’ SCALE OF MILES
FroNaK I NG - SOUTH ENINA Sra 'ﬁ
.
1" '
- L]
L - L
B ,l i

[=]
g
= |
e A
e a
e B
-
T o
o o2
-
)
£ b=
=
1
=1
f =]




e il

PECLASSIFIED
OBD Letter, O=d-ii

In Alsace, the First French Army captured Ammerschwihr, three
miles northwest of Colmar, On 18 December, advances were made north of

¥unster, and a counterattack was repulsed northwest of Thann,

-

1. During the 2L-hour period endinz at 1800, 18 December, weather
wes adverse, The Tactical Alir Force flew 150 sorties; the Balkan Air
Force flew 137.

On that date, the l%th Air Force dropped 915 tons of bombs on
oll refineries at Blechhammer and on rail yards at Hosenheim, Sapron,

Craz, Klapenfurt, Innsbruck and Vienna. 5ix bombers are missing.

2, By 1200 hours of 19 December, the Eighth Army had follewed
Jerman withdrawals throuch the northern outskirts of Faenza and had
pushed patrols a mile north to Silvestro. There was vigorcus patrol
activity on the Eighth Army front to the west of Faenza, There, and alc

the eastern Fifth Army front several small gains were made,

ASIATIC THEATER

1., Detailed reports of the 19 December cperations of the 20th Bomb
Command state that 17 B-29's drepped 55 tons on Omura; 13 dropped L2
tons on Shanghaij two dropped six tons at Nanking; two werd unable to

bomb, and two are missing. Five enemy alrcraft were destroyed.

2+ During 17 December, the Eastern Air Command flew 1,439 sorties

of which 557 were tactlical. Targets included supply dumps in southern
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Purma, the Mandalay-Lashio railroad and Japanese installations in

the Andaman Islands.

3. During 16-17 December, the llth Air Force cperating in con-
timiing bad weather flew 65 additional tactical sorties, Communicues
rapcrt that on 18 December, a formation of escorted B-2L's, composed
of more than 200 planes, struck Hankow in coordination with the B-29

attack that day; 189 enemy aircra®t were destroved,

li, liaison reported on lé December that Chinese troops entered
Hochih.
By 18 December, Britlsh troops had advanced unopposed east of

the Chindwin River to within 12 miles of Wuntho.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1, More than 250 previcusly unreported scrties were flown during
the period 16-18 December in the Southwest Pacific Area. Thirty-eight

enemy planes were shot down. We lost one fighter,

2+ No opearaticns reports were received covering the Fhilippine
ground action, but & communique dated 20 December states that on Leyte th
Tith Division captured Valencia and was pushing northward. The Valencia

alrdrome was taken intact and is already in use,
EASTERN FRONT

On 19 December, Soviet troops advanced tc within elght miles of
Kosice in Cgzechoslovakla and were closing the pocket north-east of

Budapest. In Yugeslavia, Partisans ocoupied Podgorica.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

1, During the 24 hours ending at sunset, 17 December, the Tactical
Air Forces flew 2,337 sorties mainly in support of ocur pround forces.
One hundred sixteen of some 32U enemy alrcraflt sighted were shot down.
We lost LU planes.

uring the night of 17 December, nearly 1,100 RAF heavy bombers
attacked Ulm, Duisburg and Munich, More than 100 Mosquitoes also struck
these thres places and other targets in Germany. Two enemy alircraft were
shot down; nine of our planes are missing.

On 18 December, about LSO escorted Hth Air Force heavy bombers
attacked rail yards at Koblenz, Colorne, Kaiserslautern and Mainz. Adverse
waather forced more than 500 others to abandon the mission. Three enemy
planes were destroyed. Five bombers and three fighters are missing.

Iuring the 2L-hour period ending at 180U, 17 December, one rocket
fell in Antwerp, and four flying bombs landed in Liege. Three rockets
and 15 flying bombs fell in scattered areas behind the front.

Turineg the 24 hours ending at 060U, 16 December, there were 62
flying bombs plotted against England. Fifteen of them fell in England
ineluding three in the London area. Fighter and antiaircraft defenses
destroyed 15 bomhs. During the same period, three rockets fell in the

London and Essex areas.

2, There was no report from the Canadlan and British fronts for
18 December.

Our Ninth Army continued to mop up enemy resistance in villages

P
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glonp its front line weat of Linnich.

According to communique, heavy fighting continues on our First
Army front in the sectors where the enemy launched his attack between
the Monschau area and the southern part of the Luxembourz border. Few
details are avallable but it was reported that St. Vith was still in
Allied hands late on the 1Bth,

Our Third Army continued to make slow progress in wiping cut
enemy strong points in its bridreheads near Saarlautern and gained ground
northeast of Saargemund.

There was no reported action on the Seventh Army sector north of
Strasbourg.

The French Army is still meeting heavy opposition west of Colmar,

MEDITERHANEAN THEATER

l, In the 24 hours ending at 1800, 17 December, light planes of
the Tactical Air Force flew 625 sorties in the battle area and in northern
Italy. Coastal and Balkan Air Forces flew some 150 sorties and Greece-
baa;d planes again supported British trocps. Weather hampered all these
operetions. We lost twe planes.

On 18 December, escorted 15th Alr Foree heavy bombers dropped

1,110 tons of bombe on oll and rail tergets in German Silesia, southwest
Peland, Czechoslovakia, and Austria. Four enemy aircraft were shot down.

Thirty-one bombers and one fighter are missing.
2. Poor visibility and rain hampered cperations on the Eighth Army

front up to noon, 16 December. The I Canadian Corps, attempting to expand

-2 -
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its Lamcone Hiver bridgehead south of Bagnacavallo, met heavy oppositien
from enemy tanks and infantry and failed to gain ground. Similar
opposition was encountered by British troops along the railroad paralleling
the Himini-fclogna highway northwest of Faenza and only small gains

were reported, Farther te the west enemy attacks forced the British

to withdraw from a bridgehead across the Senle Hlver; ancther bridge-

head established the previous day was expanded slightly. Polish troops

in the adjzcent sector to the west continued to mop up scattered enemy
registance south of the river. There was no change on the Fifth Army

front.

ASTATIC THEATER

l. On 1% December, the Eastern Air Command flew 1,L¥] sorties, of
which 53b were tactical, During these operatlions heavy bombers attacked
supply dumps near Akyab; lighter planes supported ground cperations, and
struck airfields scuth of Mandalay and other targets in Burma., We lost

two planes.

2« In 2Uth Bomber Command operations on 18 December more than S00
tons of bombs were dropped on targets at Hankow and some LO additional
tons were dropped on Yochow and Tangyang. There were no losses. Early on
19 December, 36 B-29's were dispatched to attack an aireraft plant at
Omura, Japan, Secondary and last-resort targets were designated at

Shanghal and Nanking.
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3« By 17 December, British troops on the Arakan front continued
to expand their Kalapanzin River bridrehead near Buthidaung. Other
British advancing east from the Chindwin River reached Pinlebu. On
the Irrawaddy front southeast of bthame, Chinese troops had advanced

five miles east of Lasai.

FACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

l, During the perdied 14-1T December, nearly 650 previcusly un-
reported sorties were flown in the Scuthwest Pacific Area. Heavy ralds
were contimmed apainst enemy airdromes throughout the area. Eirhty-
three additional enemy planes were destroyed, of which 50U were shot

down curing raids egainst Allied shipping in the Mindoro area.

2. Teo 17 December, on northern Leyte, our trocps advancing south
from Tolibaw were limited to small gains by stubborn resistance and
difficult terrain. Our forces attacking north from the Ormoc area reach
points about & mile south and southwest of Valencia against light resiet

There was no eneny ground activity reported on Mindoro.

3. During 1k and 15 December, three B-29's, in separate raids,
attacked Tokyo and Pagan Island. On 16 December, B-2L's and fiphters

continued our raids against Iwo Jima and Babelthuap.
EASTERN FRONT

In pains north, northeast and northwest of Miskole on 18 December,
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DECLASSIFIED
08D Letter, 5-3-T2

EUROFEAN THEATER

1. During the 24 hours ending at sunset 16 December, the Tactieal
Alr Forces flew about 9UJ sortles., Eight enemy aircraft were shot down.
We lost seven,

The HAF attacked rail yards at Siegen on 16 December, dropping
LT75 tons of bombs; one bomber is missing.

During the 24 hours ending at 180U, 16 December, eipght rockets

and one flying bomb fell in Antwerp. Twenty-seven other rockets and

flying bomba fell in rural areas cutside Antwerp and Liege,

2. In the 24 hours ending at noon, 17 December, there were no
changes on the Canadian and British Army fronts, \'ES
—
(terman attacks which began in localized sectors of the First
gnd Ninth Army fronts the previous day were increasing in scope and
intensity from the Konschau area to the southern end of the Luxembourg-
German border. Both Infantry and armmor were thrown against our lines and,
in some sectors, the enemy made use of small groups of parachute troops,
The XIX Corps eliminated two of four such groups which were dropped five
miles north of Aachen, and were engaged in house-to-house fiphting with
the others. Enemy penetrations wmere reported along the Uerman border
between Monschau and St. Vith, southwest of Vianden and scuth of Echternach
Heaviest penetrations were in the Monachau area, where Oermans pushed
west of the town, and in the St. Vith area, where they advanced west three

miles to within five miles of the town. L ——

Our Third Army continued to make steady progress in the Saarlautern
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4 DECLAESIFIED
98D Letter, 6-3-T2

bridgpeheads and northeast of Saargemund,
On the Seventn Army front, the XV Corps made small gains to
tha northeast and continued to maintain pressure on Bitasch. The VI
Corps advanced into Germany on an eight-mile front in the Welssenburg
area and, northweat of the eity, was more than two miles north of the
border, Farter to the east near Lauterburg other units were across
the border on a six-mile front.
Korthwast of Colmar, the French Army captured Kaysersberg and
gained gpround to improve its positions north of Uunster. Enemy infiltratic

wis reported into Mulhouse,

3. Antwerp can now accept US ships at the rate of five a day.

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

l. In the 24 hours ending at 1800, 16 December, weather restricted
Tactical Air Force operations to light planes which flew 516 sorties; one
plane was lost. During more than 1UU sorties, the Balkan Air Force
attacked motor transport in southern Yugoslavia and supported the British
in the Athens and Araxos areas.

On 16 and 17 December, the 15th Air Foree dropped nearly 2,550
tons of bombs on oill, rail and armament targets in Austria, Czechoslovakla
and southeastern Germany. The RAF component dropped more than 150 tons on
a highway in southern Yugoslavia, and flew supplies to Greece. Uf about
125 enemy planes encountered on the latter day, we shot down L8. Cur

losses for the two days were 34 bombers and seven fighter_‘:.

-
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DECLASBIFIED
080 Letter, 06-3-72

2: 0On the Eighth Army front as of noon, 17 December, the I
Canadian Corps repulsed counterattacks all along its Lamone Hiver
bridpehead making gains against strong resistance south of Bagnacavallo,
In the Faenza sector, British troops cleared the area south of the
Hmini=Bologna highway and east of the Senic Hiver, Advanced alements
ercased the Senio west of Faenza and, in the adjacent sector to the
southwest, Polish troops approached the river against lessening resistance,

There were no changes on the Fifth Army front.

ASIATIC THEATER

1, During 14 and 15 December, the Eastern Air Command flew 2,635
sortiea, of which 980 were tactical. Heavy bombers attacked the Burma-
Siam railroad, and lighter planes struck at targets along the Burma
fronts. Four enemy planes were shot down. We lost two.

Cn 16 December, weather continued to 1limit lhth Air Foree opera-

tion=; only 23 tactical sorties were reported.

2. On 18 December, the 2Uth Bomber Command dispatched 54 B-29's to
attack docke and storage areas at Hankow. 3Secondary and last resort

targets were rail yards and airfield storage areas at Yochow and Tangyang.

3. By 16 December, Allied troops on the Chindwin front occupled the
town of Indaw which is 22 miles east of Mawlaik. Others advancing east
of Barmauk contacted Allied patrols moving weat from the Irrawaddy River,

Troops moving southwest along the Buorma railway were 12 miles sounthwest
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DECLASEIFIED
08D Letter, 6-3-73

of Naba, Hopping up continued at Bhamo,

Liaison (of the lhth Alr Ferce) reported that by 12 December
Japanese troops had advanced in southwestern China toward the Tongking
Gulf, capturing Yamchow, and in southeastern China had moved meore than

70 miles north from Swatow to the Meihslen area.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

l. During the period 1ll-16 December, some 280 previously unreported
sorties were flom in the Southwest Facific Area. Among these, heavy
tombers dropped more than 125 tons on Nepros airdromes; cther planes
attacked alrdromes and struck at shipping and fuel dumps over a wide

area, Twenty-slx additional enemy aircraft were destroyed,

2. By 15800, 16 December, our task force on Mindoro was advancing
northeast of San Jose along the Bugsanga Hiver.

n northern Leyte, our troops pushing south toward Urmoc were
two miles northeast of Rananga; in rear of the advance we cccupled the
northwest slopes of Wt. Catabaran. At the same time, an atteck was
launched from the Ormoc area toward Valencia. WMopping up continued in

the mountains scutheast of Ommoc.

J. Seventy B-29's from Salpan attacked the Mitsubishi aircraft plant
at Nagoya on 18 December. Preliminary reports state air opposition was

intense.
On 15 and 1& December, more than 60 Pacific Ocean Area planes

attacked Wotje and Mille in the Marshalls,

-l -
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0B® Letter, 5-3-73

EUROPZAN THEATER

1, During the 2L hours ending at sunset, 15 December, the Tactical
Alr Forces flew 1,845 sorties. During these operations, nearly 700 planas
supported ground operations weat of the Rhine, while others dropped more
than 500 tons of bombs on defended areas near the front, and on an oil
storage plant east of Epsen. We lost seven planes.

On 15 December the RAF dropped 70 tons of bombs on boat pens at
Ijmuiden in Holland. That night, 320 RAF heavy bombers attacked a nitrie
acid and oil plant at Ludwigshafen and over 70 Mosquito bombers attacked
Hannover and other targets in western Germany. Heavy bombers mined the
Kattegat for the third consecutive night. Two bombers were lost.

On 15 December, althouph hamperad by bad weather, the 8th Air
Force sent more than 100 escorted heavy bombers to attack rail yards in
the Stuttgart area, Five planes wers lost,

During the 2L hours ending at 1800, 15 December, eight rockets
and one flying bomb fell in Antwerp. Eight rockets and ten flying bomba
landed in the country near Lisge and Antwerp. Ome flying bomb was
destroyed,

During the 2L hours ending at 0600, 15 December, cne rocket

fell in the sea off the east coast of England.

2. There were no changes reported from the Canadian, British and
U5 Ninth Army fronts for 16 December,
Our First Army repulsed local attacks northwest and southwest

of Duren and north and south of Monschau.

L
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i’gn Leiter, D=8=73

Cur Third Army enlarged its bridgeheads near Saarlautern but
continued to be subjected to heavy eneamy artillery concentrations.
Northeast of Saargemund we advanced in spite of armer and infantry
counterattacks,

The Seventh Army crossed the Cerman border northwest and south-
east of Welssonburg which, according to communique, was captured.
Lauterburg was cleared apgainst strong resistance, South of Strasbourg,
strong counterattacks forced the French Army to withdraw about a mile
near the Ahine, but other units lmproved their positions northweat of

Colmar, advancing & mile,

MEDITSRRANEAN THEATSR

R
1. During the 24 hours ending at 1800, 15 December, more than
1,200 Tactical Air Force planes attacked communications, troop concen-
trations and supply dumps near the front lines and in the Po Valley.
Coastal and Balkan Alr Force planes, in more than 1L5 sorties, struck
at small shipping in the Adriatie and transportation in northwestern
ITtaly and Yugoslavia. Oreece-based aircraft again supported British

troopas in the Athens area, In all these operations, we lost eight plane:

2. In the 30 hours ending at noon, 15 Decerber, the Eighth Army's
I Canadian Corps expanded its forward peositions slightly to the north and
west in the Lamone River bridgehead against decreasing resistance, al-
though in general the enemy was defending strongly. Southeast of Faenza,
British elements crossed the Lamone and established positlions in the
outskirts of the town astride the Rimini-Bologna highway. Northwest of

the tomn, other British troops advanced against light and scattered
-2 a
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pECLASEIFIED
Q8D Letter, 0-3-72

oppoeition to cut the highway at the Senlio River. Farther te the south-
west they reached the river in an advance of more than two miles. HNorth
of Brisighella, Polish troops met stiff opposition and counterattacks
but pushed forward on & four-mile front. On the Fifth Army front,

itlsh troops withdrew to positicns south of Tessignanc where heavy
fighting contimued. Southwest of Bologna, other British were forced

from a hill position.

ASIATIC THEATER

l. On 15 December, weather continued to limit eperations of the

1lkth Alr Force; 27 sorties were reported.

2. 0On 15 December, Chinese troops captured Bhamo and were mopping
up, after an attempt by the Japanese parrison to break throuch to the
scuth. Two Japanese attacks south of Bhamo were repulsed, West of the
Irrawaddy, Allied troops entered Banmauk without opposition. On the
Chindwin front Allied forces cccupied Shwegyin and reached areas 10 miles
east of Kalewa and 25 miles east of Pantha without econtact. On the
Arakan front, Alethanpgyaw, Baguna and Buthidaung were occcupled; in the
latter area, advanced alemants were across the Kalapanzin River.

By 1lh December, in scuthern China, two Chinese columns were
following up the Japanese retreat north and northeast of Hochih. Other
troops were advancing on Hochih from the southwest. In sastern China,
a new Chinese division was engaging the enemy east of Kacan., Mineor

engagements were reportad around Hengyang.
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PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. During the perioed 13-15 December, some 120 previcusly unreported
sorties were flown in the Southwest Pacific area, Airdrome installations
in the Philippines and on Borneo were attacked. Thirty additional enemy
airecraft were destroyed, including 21 shot down during raids which caused
some damage to our shipping in the Mindoro area on 15 December.

The total of enemy planes destroyed by our carrier planes in
the Luzon area during the period 1ll-16 December has been raised to 235,
Hesults against shipping included one oller and one cargo ship destroyed,
eleven others left burning, and three destroyers and destroyer escorts

damaged.

2. By 1500, 15 December, our task force on southwestern Mindoro
had captured San Jose without casualtles, Airfield construction was

started.

On northern Leyte, we continued to advance south of Telibaw,
and small gains were made on Mount Catabaran. The 77th Division con-
solidated positions in the OUrmoc area., Farther to the southeast, the

Tth Division made contact with our troops In the Capatgan-Anas area.

3. On 15 December, 32 B=2L's attacked Iwo Jima and 16 fighters

attacked storage areas on Babelthsup. One enemy plane was destroyed.
EASTERN FRONT

On 16 December, fighting on a reduced scale took place at numerous

points along the front from Tarnow to Vinkovici, where the Garmans

.
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counterattacked with tanks. The front was without sisnificant chanre

except for Soviet gains along the northern flank of their Miskole
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EUROPFAN THEATER

1. During the 24 hours ending at sunset; 14 December; the Tactieal
Alr Forces flew some BE5 sorties. Seven enemy alrcraft were destroyed;
we lost four.

Muring the night of 13 December, RAF bombers attacked German
naval units south of Uslo with more than 130 tons of bombs, The next
night, a small force of RAF bombers again mined the Kattegat.

On 15 December, 670 escorted Bth Air Foree heavy bombers attack-
ed rall yards at Kassel and Hannover. Three hombers and twe fighters are
missing.

uring 13 and 14 December,  two rockets fell in Antwerp and four
others in the nelghboring ecountryside. Seven flying bombs landed in rural
areas outside of Antwerp and Liege.

During the 2L hours ending at 0600, 1% December, five rockets fell

in the vicinity of London and Essex.

2+ In the 24 hours ending &t noon, 15 December, there wes no change
cn the Canadian and British front.

Our First Army continued to clear the enemy from the west bank
of the Roer River in the VII Corps sector scuth of Durenj. resistance was
decreasing, and the enemy waa reported blowing bridpes across the river.
The V Corps made minor gainas northeast and southeast of Monschau, but
progress was slow because of extensive enemy cbstructions and stubborn

resistance.
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On the Third Army front, resistance was decreasing in the
Saarlautern bridgehead. There were small gains #long the German border
northeast and east of Saargemund., The Seventh Army continued to approach
the German border on a broad front south of Welssenburg and wus fighting
in the border town of Lauterbers., South of Strasbourg, the French Army
again gained about a mile near the Fhine.

US casualty figures, excluding Air Force, from D-day through

f; 2Lou, 30 November, are as follows: ;lf
Killed  LL,1L3
Wounded 189,118
Missing 24,563.

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

1., 1In the 2l hours ending at 1800 on 1l December, althouch adverse
weather hampered operations, the Tactical Air Force flew 68U sorties. 1In
the Athens area, some 30U Greece-based aircraft gupported British troops.
Nine lirht bombers based in the Middle East attacked shipving off Hhodes.

On 15 December, LS50 escorted heavy bombers of the 1cth Air Force
attacked railroad tarpets at Hosenheim, Innsbrueck, Salsburg and in the

Linz area. Three bombers are misaing.

2, The Eishth Army's I Canadian Corps continued up to UOLU, 15 Dec-
ember, toc be limited by heavy oppesition to local advances in the Lamone
River bridgehead west of Ravenna., Southwest of Faenza, British and Polish
troops moved north approximately 800 yards in stiff fighting. There was

no change on the Fifth Army front.

-2 -
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08D Letter, 5-3-T2

ASIATIC THEATER

1. On 13 December, the Hastern Air Command flew 988 sorties, of
which L8l were tactical, Escorted B=2lL's attacked raill bridpes on the
Pegu-Martaban and Moulmein-Bangkok lines. Medium bombers attacked
targets on the Arakan front and in central Burma. Fighters swept the
Lashio=-Bhame-Wuntho area and attacked troops crossing the Kaladan River.

On 1l December m::at'ner continued to limit operations of the 1lhth

Alr Force; 27 sorties were reported.

2. By 14 December, Allied troops on the Arakan front had recccupied
all that ground weat of the Kalapanzin which was vacated prior to the
monsocn, Numerous moves were reported between the Irrawaddy and Chindwin
Hivers: patrols were 10 miles scutheast of Kelewa, and a British brigade
was L0 miles northeast; elements of other bripades were near Bammauk and

seven miles west-southwest of Finlebu.

1. During the peried 12-1l; December, some 575 previously unreported
aireraft, ineluding more than 170 B-2l's, struck at targets in the South-
west Pacifiec Area. Heavy bombers attacked airdromes on Cebu, Negros, and
southern Mindanao. Leyte-based fighters, in an attack on Negres airdromes,
destroyed at least 50 grounded enmemy planes, and shot down nine others.
Seven additional Japanese planes were destroved slsewhers, including four
attacking an Allisd convoy in the south Sulu Sea. Two coastal vessaels

ware sunk off Davao, We lost one 1light bomber,
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During the night of 12 December, ocur PT boats explodad a

coastal wessel carrying troops und supplies off Palompon (Leyte),

2. By 150U, 14 December, our troops on Samar had captured Wright.

n northern Leyte, we advaneced on a two-ragiment front against atrong
opposition to a bridge one mile south of Tolibaw; other units captured
a stronz point on the north slopea of Mount Catabaran. In the Ormoc
sector, the TTth Division advanced nearly half a mile north of Cogen
apalnst pillboxes organized in depth. Goutheast of Ormoe, units of the
Tth Division secured the coastline, while other units advanced eastward
to within 60U yards of our troops in the Anas-llahonag area. Trapped in
that vieinity were an estimated 1,500 Japanese troops.

On 15 December, our forces landed without opposition in the San
Jogse area of southwestern Mindoro, and by evening had penetrated eicht
miles inland. Unloading operations were ahead of schedule. Enemy air
reaction during the approach and unloading was reported as weak, although
thers was considerable air sction against our escortinc naval units.

Meanwhile, according to communique, our guerrilla forges in the
western Visayas and Mindanao have sustained an aggressive offensive againsi
enamy garrisons cn the several major islands. They have succeeded in
capturing large areas including strongly-held coastal points and airfields

on Mindanao, Panay, Negros, Cebu, Bohol and in the Sulu Archipelago.

3« During the nights 12 and 13 December, four B-29's in separate

attacks dropped incendlary bombs in the Tokyo area; another attacked
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m Letter, [=3=T73

l. In the 24 hours ending at sunset, 13 Degamber, the Tactical
Air Forces flew more than TUO sorties. During these operations, some
L5U tons of hombs were dropped on defended villares, supply dumps,
and railyards south of Duren. We lost three planes.

uring the night 13 December, a small force of RAF bombers
mined the Fattegat and the Oslo Fjord area.

On 1l December, 8th Air Force operations wera cancelled because
of weather.

During 12 and 13 December, four flying bombs and seven rockets
fell in the Antwerp area. Une bomb landed near frussels, Three bombs
and two rockets fell in scattered areas behind the front.

During the 2 hours ending at US0U, 1k December, five rockets

fell in England.

2+ In tha 24 hours ending at neon, 1L December, there was no change
cn the Canadian and British fronts.

Our Ninth and First Armies, driving toward Cologne, consolidated
and improved positions and made advances which virtually cleared the
west bank of the Roer River from Linnich south to the nerthern outskirts
of Duren. The VII Corps advanced about a mile to strairhten out & four-
mile streteh of its front scuthwest of Duren. The V Corps advanced more
than a mile in the area northeast of Monschauj positions south of the
Monschau-Schleiden highway were consclidated and some ground gained to

the east.
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On the Third Army front, heavy fighting contimued in the
bridgeheads near Saarlautern. The XII Corps expanded its line along
tha Cerman frontier east of Saargemund more than half a mile. Farther
to the east, on the Seventh Army front, the XV Corps made small galns
to the north. North and northeast of Hagenau the VI Corps arain made
general advances along a 2U=-mile front. According to communique,
advance elements were two miles from the border town of Welssenburg,
nd farther to the east had moved north, paralleling the Rhine and are
within a mile of the Franco-German frontier.

South of Strasbourg, the Franch Army made a small pain near

the Hhine.

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

l, During 13 December, weather continued to curtail air opera-
tions. Some 30U Tactical Adir Force planes attacked comunications in
the Po Valley and on the Brenner route, supperted ground cperations
south of Bologna, and bombed Spezia Harbor. We lost three planes.

The same day, eight Middle East-based light bombers attacked
shipping off the Island of Hhodes.
On 1li December, bad weather continued to prevail; the 15th

Alr Force was grounded.

2« In the 24 hours ending at noon, 1l December, heavy opposition
again limited the Eighth Army's I Canadian Corps te a local galn in its

Lamone River bridgehead west of Ravenna. Near Bagnacavallo, the enemy
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attacked the bridgehead with upwards of three battalions closely
supported by tanks, foreing the Canadians to give some ground; later,
however, their original positions were restored and expanded to the
west. On the Fifth Army front, British troops were meeting heavy

opposition southwesat of Imola.

ASIATIC THEATER

1, During the 2Uth Bomber Command operations on 14 December, B-29's
attacking the primary target at Bangkok dropped 188 tons of bombs; other
bombars attacking targets at Hangoon and BDassein dropped 94 tons. Four

A=29t's are missing.

2. On 12 December, the Eastern Air Command flew 1,105 sorties of

which 384 were tactical, Escorted medium bombers attacked enemy areas
near Lashio, and bombed airfields south of Mandalay, Fighter bombers
supported our ground forces alonyg the Burma fronts, and attacked enemy

targets in Shwebo and south of Wuntho, One plane was lost.

3. 0On 13 December, weather econtinued to limit operations of the 1it}
Air Force; L9 tactical sorties were reported. Sixty-one additional
tactical sorties on 12 December bring that day's reported total to 83.
On 12 December, the Chinese Alr Force in 5% sorties attacked

enemy installations in the Nantan-Hochih area.

L. On 13 December, a Chinese division entered Nantan wlthout

cpposition and other troops were reported to be within 15 miles of Hochih,

S,
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To the south, Chinese following Japanese withdrawals eastward found
ne enemy forces west of Wuming, but two Chinese divisions were engaped
with the enemy in the Wuming area.

By 13 Decamber, Allied troops on the Arakan front had entered
Udaung, 13 miles southeast of Maungdaw, without opposition. On the

Chindwin front, patrols entered Shwegyin.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1, During the perica 10-13 Decemcer, some 300 additional offensive
sorties were flown in the Southwest Pacific Area. In these operations,
airdromes in the Philippines, in the Ceram-Boerce area, and on western
New Cuinea were attacked, and a small freigshter was sunk off Mindoro;
numerous smaller craft were sunk or damaged. Seven additional enemy
aircraft were destroyed, including four bombers attacking an Allied

gonvoy in the Mindanao area.

2, By 1500, 13 December, on Leyte, the T77th Uivision had eaptured
Cogon one mile north of Ormmoc; against stubborn resistance. Southeast
of Ormoc our troops were under attack aleng the upper Panilahan River;
farther to the east in the Mahonag-Anas area they were meeting heavy
resistance and attackine the rear of enemy positiona. On northern Leyte,
local pains were made against strong enemy positions on & ridge 1,000 yard
south of Tolibaw, Addlitional strong points were reduced in cliffs around

Mounts Cabungangan and Catabaran,
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On the night of 11 Decamber, shores firs sank one ansmy
barge and two ships attempting to land at Ormoc.

Report nas been received that our forcea have landed on
Mindoro without oppoaition. The naval escort, which includes three
battleshipe and six eacort carriers, has been under heavy air attack.
On 1l December prior to the landing, carrier-based aircraft sweeping
Luzon airfields, deatroyed V7 Japanese planes on the ground and shot

down 1l othera,

3. During the period 11-13 December, more than LU Paclfic Ocean
Area planes, previously unreported, attacked targets in the Marianas

and on Habelthuap and Yap.

EASTERN FROKT

.
U
On 1L December, Soviet troops continued to enlarge their salient

north and northeast of Miskole. From Hatvan to Lake Balaton, action

was confined to loeal engagements.
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EURCPEAN THEATER

1. In the 24 hours ending at sunset, 12 December, the Taoctiecal
Alr Forces flew 1,300 sorties. Some 400 of these were [lown over
our XII and XX Corps sectors in the Saarbrucken area. Twonty enemy
airoraft wore destroyed; we lost seven.

0n 12 Degember, a large force of escorted Ath Air Force
heavy bombers dropped nearly 3,300 tons on railway centers at Darmstadt
Henau and Aschaffanburg, e synthetic cil plant st Merseburg, snd
other targets. Hine bombers and 13 fighters are missing.

0n 13 Decemher, -?th Air Force operations ware cancelled
because of weather.

[ PEC

WRAF bombers dropped 627 tons on Witten, and
that night struck at Essen with epproximately 2,600 tona. (me enemy
plane was destroyed; 14 RAF bombers were lost.

During 11 and 12 Deceamber, two flying bombs and two rockets
fell in the outskirts of Antwerp; ten other flying bomhs and five
other rockets fell in scattersed areas well behind the front.

In the 24 hours ending at 0600, 13 December, twelwe flying
bombs were plotted, of whish five reached England; none resched London,

During this peried, fiwe rockets foll in the Essex and London aresas.

2. In the 24 hours ending at noon, 13 Degember, thers was no

change on the Canadian and British Army fronts.
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West of Duren, the VII Corps of our First Army contlnued
to guln ground toward the Roer River against stubborn opposition,
Poockets of resistance in several villapges were cleared in advances
which stretched across un eight-mile front. In the adjacent sector
to the south, the V Corps advanced about one-hull mile sust in the area
north of Monschau, South of the town they advanced a mile and cne<half
north toward the highway running esmst to Schleiden,

Fort Jeanne D'Arc, the last of the forts held by the enemy at
Metz, hes been captursd,

On the Third Army front, the XX Corps continued ferrving
operations across the Suar River north of Saarlautern, and withetood
eneryy attacks on the southern flank of the bridgehead. 3light gains
ware made in housee=to<house fighting at the Saarlautern bridgehead where
our forces have been continucusly subjected to heavy enemy pressure and
intense artillery fire. Hortheast of Saargemund, the XII Corps geined
some ground at the German frontier against heavy opposition from
Yaginoet Line defenses.

Qur Seventh Army mde general advances to the north in its
drive toward the German border. Largest gains were made by the VI
Corps in the sector north and northeast of Hagenauj fighting continued

in Selz.

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

1. On 12 December, weather forced cancellation of all offensive

operutions by the Tactical Adr Force and limited Coastal and Balkan

= 2 =
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Alr Force planes to small-scale attacks on communications in north-
west [taly and Yugoslavia, Twoanty={our Greece-based aireraft
attncked transportation and emmunition dumps in the Athens area,

During the night 11 December, about 40 15th Air Force bombers
dropped supplies in Yugoslavia, n 12 December, 50 Literators carried
out a special mission to Greoce, On 13 December, nearly 80 bombers
carried out a specinl mission to an undisclosed destination. All
other 15th Alr Foroe operations that day were cancelled dus to weather.

2., In the 24 hours ending at noon, 13 December, Canadian troops
of the Eighth Army expanded the northern end of their Lamone River
bridpehead west of Ravenna, Hoavy resistance and countarattacks
limited further advances west to & local gain northeast of Bagnacawvalle,
British troops of the Fifth Army reached Tossignano and gained some
ground aleng the highway southwest of Imola, Southwest of Bologna
heavy fire forced PBrazilian troops to withdrew a narrow salient they
had esgtablished the previcus day.

As of noon,l6 Degember, Lt. General Clark will assume commend
of Fifth and Eighth Armies with the title of Commanding General, 15th
Army Group. At the same time, Headquarters, Allied Armies in Italy

will become Headguarters, 15th Army Croup.

ASIATIC THEATER

1., ©On 12 Dacember, weathar limited l4th Air Force operations;

22 uneventful tactical sorties were reported.

.
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On 14 December, the 20th Bomber Command dispatohed 48 B-29's
to attack & railroad bridge at Bangkok. Secondary and last resort
targets for the mlssion were other rail installations at Rangoon and
Busgein in Burma.

On 11 December, the Enstern Air Command flew 1,210 sorties
of which 517 were tactical. During these operations heavy bomhers
again attacked the Burma-Siem railroad and bombed waterfront targets
along the eustorn comnst of the Martaban Gulf; lighter planea struck
at Japanege rear installations throughout Burme and supported our

ground operations on the Arakan and Irrawaddy fronts.

2, 0On 12 Degember, Chinese troops, following up the Japanese
withdrewsl west of HEweilin in southern China, reached the Nantan area
without contact.

In Burma, that same day, British troops advancing scuth from
Kalewe along the east bank of the Chindwin River regained ccntact with
the enemy just north of Shwegyin. In the salient southeast of
Paungbyin, leading elements of a British Brigade had advanced to within
12 miles of Pinlebu, 0On the Irrawaddy front, British patrols were
active ten miles south of Hatha; Chinese made local gains in the

northern sector of Bhamo.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. Durifif 11 and 12 December, some 350 previously unreported

aireraft, including 140 B-24's, attacked targets in the Southwest

-
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Paoific area, Hanvy bomber attacks ware concentrated on alrdromes
on Negros and southern Mindaneo, and on an airdrome and barrecks area
on Celabes. Two enemy freighters and three asmaller vessels wers surk

and 18 additional Japaness _lanes destroyed during the peried,

2. To 1500, 12 December, on Leyte, the TTth Division continued to
mop up the Ormoc area and sent strong patrols to the north and east,
To the southoanst, the Tth Division crossed the Talisayan Hiver, meeting
heavy resistance from hills on its northern flank. Qur troops continued
to mop up scattered pockets in the Hurauen area, (n northern Leyte
we wiped out a series of pillboxes on the eastern slopes of Mount
Catabaran, FHesistance increased south of Limon. In the Calubian beach-
head area, we repulsed two more attacks. Qur troope on Samar captured

the road junction one mile enst of Wright.

3. During the nipht of 10 December, two B=29's ocpereting singly
dropped incendiary bombs on the Tokyo dock and industrisl area, setting
several fires, fm 11 December, 29 B=24's attacked airfield installa-
tions on Iwo Jima, ©On 11 and 12 December, more than 50 fighters attacked

enemy targets in the larshalls,

EASTERN FRONT

On 13 December, Soviet troops continued to advance north and north-
weast from Miskole, They approached closer to Budapest from the east and
north, South of Budapest, their bridgehend mcross the Danube at Vukovar
was lost, Partisans occupied Pozega and advanced to Uzice, whore
fighting continues,
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EUROPEAN THEATER

l. In the 2l hours ending at sunset, 11 December, the Tactical

Alr Forces flew 1,5LS sorties; L39 of these were concentrated in
suppert of our VII Corps, east of Aachen. Two enemy planes were des-
troyed; we lost eleven planes.

During the bth Alr Force cperations of 1U and 11 December,
5,360 tons of bombs were dropped on railyards and transportation targets
in western Germany. On the latter day, FAF heavy bombers attacked a
dam in the Urft River, south of Duren, with 1,066 tcns and a rail center
and benzol plant at VYsterfeld with 780 tons, In raids continuing into
that night, Mosquitoes dropped 100 tons on an eoll plant at isburg
and 70 tons on Hannover and Hamburg. Three HAF bombers are missing.

During 10 and 11 December, three rockets and one flying bomb
fell outside of Antwerp.

In the 2L hours ending at 060U, 12 December, of nine flying
bombe plotted, six made landfall in England, one of these in the London
area. Une was destroyed, During the same period two rockets fell in

the London area and one in the sea off the east ccast.

2. During the 2L hours ending at noon, 12 December, there was no
change on the Canadian and British fronts,

In eur drive toward Cologne, the Ninth Army adjusted its lines

near Julieh, while the First Army's VII Corps pushed forward on a four-

mile front to within a mile of Duren.
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Cur Third Army was advancing slowly in its bridgehead over
the Saar River north of Saarlautern. House=to=house fighting contimed
in the northeastern suburbs of the city. Minor advances were made to
the south of Saarbrucken and to the scutheast aleng the German frontier.

Horthweat of Strasbourg our Seventh Army made local pains
alonr a ten-mile front and advanced to within & mile and & half of Busch.
Horth of Strasbourp, general advances were made along a ZU-mile front
extending northwest and southeast of Hapenau, which was cleared. MNorth-
east of Hagenau, our troops Advanced rapidly through the Rhine Valley,
reaching Selz.

On the French Army front, local gains were made near Munster

and Sennheim.

HMEDITERRANEAN THEATER

1. During the 24 hours endine at 1800, 11 December, some 880
Tactical Air Force planes attacked targets on the Eighth Army front,
and communications north of the battle area and in Yuposlavia, Balkan
Alr Force planes, in 05 sorties, also attacked communications in Yuposlav
Weather hampered these operations. We lost three planes.
On 12 December, 15th Air Force heavy bombers drepped 1lu3 tons on

an oill refinery at Hlechhammer. Three bombers are missing.

2. In the 2L hours ending at noon, 12 December, the Eighth Army
consolidated the area between its bridgeheads across the Lamone Hiver

west of Ravenna, and advanced up to a mile and a half along & four-mile

-2 -
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front against light oppositicn. Astride the highway running north-
west from Havenna, other Canadian troops crossed the Lamone near
Merzano, which was reported clear,
Polish troops of the Eiphth Army and British troops of our

Fifth Army made local gainas southwest of Faenza, Southeast of Boelogna
a counterattack estimated at company strength was repulsed, while
southwest of the city Brazilian troops advanced two mlles on a narrow
front.

3., Field Marshal Alexander assumed command in the Mediterranean

Theater at 0900, 12 December, succeeding General Wilson.

ASIATIC THEATER

1, On 10 December, the Eastern Air Command flew BEZ serties, of
which LZ1 were tactical, Heavy bombers attacked the Burma-Siam rail-
way; medium bombers and fighters attacked airfields, rail installations,
supply dumps and enemy strong peints along the Burma fronts., COne enemy

aireraft was shot domm.

2. On 10 and 11 December, the lith Air Forece flew approximately
165 bomber and fighter sorties, attackine targets in the Changsha,
Liuchow and Nantan areas and on the Salween front. On the latter day,
according to communigue, lith Air Force fighters destroyed nine enemy

planes in a surprise attack on an airdrome near Canton,

3« On 1l December, Chinese troops on the Irrawaddy front captured

e
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Tonkwa on the western flank of the salient south of Bhamo. Along
the Chindwin River, British troops were advancing on Shwegyin without

making contact with the enemy.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1, On 30 December, 90U B=-29's, favored by pood weather, bombed
Mitsubighi aireraft factory at Nagoyn. Further data have not yet been
reported.

During the peried 8-11 December, more than L5U previcusly
unreported Allied planes attacked targets in the Southwest Pacific Area.
Heavy strikes were made on airdromes and fuel supply dumps in the
Philippines, and at Bornec, Halmshera, Ceram, and Boercej heavy bombers
dropped more than 125 tons of bombs on the Mandurriao airdrome (Fanay),
and 72 tons on tank farms in the Tarakan (Bornee) area. 5ix enemy air-
craft were destroyed; we lost one plane.

On 10 and 11 December, enemy sulcide planes damaged Allied
convoys in Leyte Culf and in Surigao Strait.

(n 11 Decermber, off the northwest ccast of Leyte, our air and
naval forces sank three enemy transports (of 10,000, 5,000 and L,000 tons)
three ascorting destroyers, a 5,000-ton cargo ship, and shot dewn 50
enemy planes. Another destroyer and two medium tranasports were left dead

in the water and burning. We lost eight fighters. (Communique repert)

2+ Operational reports confirmed the capture of Ormoe by our troops.

By 11 December conly small pockets of enemy reslstance remained in the

-y
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town, and alements of the 77th Uivision had advanced to a line 1,500
yards northeast. Southeast of Ormoc, the junction with the Tth Div-
ision was effected at Ipil.. Our troops advancing in the area west of

Mahonap repulsed attacks by enemy infiltrating parties. In northern

Leyte, the advance south from Limon . terrain,
and some pround was gained on the northern slopes of Mount Cabungangan.

Farther to the northwest, our troops holding a beachhead near Calublan

repulsed an enemy attack.

3. ©On 10 December, Navy planes continued to raid enemy installa-

tions in the Bonins, Palaus and Marianas.

FRONT

On 17 December; Soviet troops contimued to close in on Budapest
from the north and northeast. Figshting around Lake Balaton was on a
i

reduced scale,
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EURQPEAN THEATER

1, In the 2 hours ending at sunset, 10 December, the Tactical
Air Forces flew 1,5LB sorties. During these operations more than 300
tons of bombs were dropped on bridges, defended areas, and other
targets behind the German lines, and SB7 planes gave direct support
to ground cperations. Six enemy planes were destroyed; we lost seven.

(n 10 December, some 500 escorted oth Air Force heavy bombers
attacked rail yards at Koblenz and Bingen. Weather impeded the opera-
tion. Two bombers and one fighter were lost.

On 11 December over 1,500 heavy bombers of the EBth Air Force,
escorted by 800 fishters, comprising the largest number of aircraft ever
dispatched by the bth Air Force cn a single operation, attacked rail
yards and transportation targets at Frankfurt, Mannheim, Hanau, and
Giessen. Bombs were dropped under adverse weather conditions. Our
reported losses are two fighters and 1l bombers, some of which are
believed to be safe on friendly fields,

In the 2L hours ending at 0800, 11 December, 18 flying bombs
ware plotted apainet England, of which six made landfall and one reached
the London area,. Four bombs were destroyed by antiaireraft fire. Two
rockets fell in the London area during the period and ancther landed in
the sea off the southeast coast.

On 9 and 10 December, five rockets fell in the vieinity of

Antwerp, one hitting the dock area.

2. During the 2h-hour period ending at 1200, 11 December, there

e Y
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were no appreclable changes on the Britigh and Ninth Army fronts.

The attack of the VII Corps of the First Army made substantial
progress near Merode to the west of [uren. Advance elements were en-
gaged in stubborn house-to-house Tighting in the villare of Merken
less than & mile west of the Heoer River and three miles northwest of
Duren, To the sgouthwest of Duren, cther elements of the VII Corps
captured the village of Strass and were fighting in Gey after repulsing
a counterattack.

Elements of the XX Corps of the Third Army repulsed counter-
attacks at Roden and Ensdorf in the Saarlzutern bridsehead. Unite of
the XII Corps were engared in street fichting in Saargemund; southeast
of the city advances up to two miles were made on a five-mile front.

On the Seventh Army front, the XV Corps made local progress
west of Busch and pained three miles southeast of the town. The VI
Corps cleared Reichshofen and advanced two miles to the east on a ten-
mile front., Other elements of the Corps entered Hagenau and repistered
gains southeast of the city.

Thare was no substantial chanpe in Alsace where the enemy still

of fers strong opposition.

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

1. In the 2} hours ending at 1800, 10 December, 1,353 bombers and
fighters of the Tactical Air Force supported ground operations on the
battle fronts, attacked communications in the Po Valley, and also the

Brenner Fass and Udine rail routes. Partieularly heavy attacks were

- -
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made on enemy positicns in the Faenza-Bologna areas. Weather forced
cancellation of all offensive operaticns by the Balkan Air Foree and
limited the Coastal Air Force to small-scale attacks on shipping in
the Gulf of Venice. Filve enemy aircraft were destroyed; we lost 12
planes,

On 11 December, 15th Air Force heavy bombers dropped 927 tons of

bombs on an oil refinery, a tank factory and other installations in the
Vienna-Graz area. Two enemy aircraft were destroyed; 25 of our bombers

and one fighter are missing.

2. During the 2l hours ending at 1200, 11 December, on the Eighth
Army front the Canadian I Corps attacked aecross the Lamcne Hiver in the
area west of Havenna and established a bridgehead one mile deep on a
three-mile front. Immediately to the southwest of thls bridpehead a
gecond wag established across the river northwest of Hessi along a mile
and & half front. Fighting continued between Pldeura and Faenza without
substantial changes of position. A communigue reported that Itallan
patricts have cleared the enemy from Porto Corsini, a Cerman supply
center on the Adriatiec.

On the Fifth Army front south of Bologna an enemy attempt to

infiltrate intec cur positions north of the Setta River was repulsed.

ASTATIC THEATER

1, During previous reported operations on 7 and 8 December, the

1hth Air Foree destroyed a total of 31 enemy aireraft. From 8 through

-3
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10 December, more than 350 offensive sorties were flewn by fighters

and medium and heavy bombers. The majority of these attacked tarpets
aleng the route of the Japanese advance from the Yangtze to Kweilin

and thence to Tuhshan. Heavy bormbers fired the warehouse district of
Hankow, medium bombers attacked targets on the Salween front, and other
alreraft swept road, rail and river traffic throughout southern China.
A heavy bomber sank a L5U-fecot merchant vessel in the South China Sea.

We lost one plane.

2, On 9 December, the Eastern Air Command flew 1,170 sorties of
which LL3 were tactical., During these cperations medium bombers and
fighters attacked rail yards and supply areas at Meiktila and Laghie,

and supported ground operaticns on the Burma fronts. We lost cne aircraft

3« On 10 Deceuvor. sritish troops on the Irrawaddy front oeceupled
Indaw and Katha without opposition. Southeast of Kalewa, the PBritish

advancing alenp the Chindwin River are two mlles north of Shwegyin.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

l. No official report has been received from General MacArthur's
Heacdguarters, but according to a press communique dated 12 December,
Ormoc was taken after heavy fiphting.

South of the eity, a junction of the Tth and 77th Divisions

has been affected.

2. On § December, 33 Marine fighters and fighter bombers attacked

!
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targets on Babelthuap in the Palaus and cne B-2L4 hit Iwo Jima.

During 10 December, 26 Army Liberators bombed Iwo Jima.

On 11 December the Red Army made slight palns northwest of Miskeole.

The advance north and northeast of Budapest was slowed down but there
was some progress., The Germans are still counterattacking at both
east and west ends of Lake Balaton. Soviet troops who had crosged

4

in Fussian

the Drava are reported to have taken Virovitica., WVokovar is

hands.,



Zo3(>)

WAR DEPARTMENT

DATLY OPERATIONAL SUMMARY

No. 1097
0700 December 10 to 0700 December 11, 194LL
COFY FCR

THE WHITE HOUSE




42 |

-

GENTRAL E

o

q 2 2 4 & a8 [T 12 (1] 16 ] 20
| | | l I L | | - J | | |
Z 5 - « W S |
N (% oy
’ ¥l i :
- - f
- L
- Sy 4 b a i -
A O : — el
==L, 3 .
4 PEmd . -
* SHramen e
’ o ®Barlin, o
CRolterd
n ardam - -
ol
A TWERP QULLARUED
ho- ﬂﬂrulli_.ll.._ 1Calagna Eul olLeipzig ,_\\\ o
& Bobeville X. | s W 3
KUHLEHZ e e Wty
= l‘h..-l = o Frankfurl rn't_ Y 2 =0
> o . RERUCKEN © r / =
. * SAARBRUCKEN oy
(o] 9 Moncy ) 3 1. D
- 5 o STUTIGART
. . . gMunich . N_H“
2 Tours Vienng
o G- .
Bern | "4
& L e
. —3 Cgeizons 2
Bordeaus J
OMilan o

-1+ els)

STATUTE WILES

¥gﬁ:ﬂ\.lll:n.lll

UROPE

oo

R W .

Eulnqnuﬂ

a

|
T

s4-8T11T7-300

‘11197 48Q

QEIZISSVTIEQ

BL-E-C




WESTERN FRONT

AMSTERDAM
L]

FIRST CAM ARMY

JULICH
————?mLuHu

Jl“l'l-ﬂ.l -

H_unrg:u

30l L

SECOND BR ARMY

¥

NINTH US ARMY

wr¥

FIRST US ARMY

THIRD US ARMY

W N ——

SEVENTH US ARMWY

drnun FURT

BERLIN

LEIPZIG
-]

BL-E-g '491197 180

QATAISEVTOEQ




D‘IELAEEIFIIH'
L'ﬂttur, 5-3-73 -

EURDPEAN THEATER

l. During the 24 hours ending at sunset, 9 December, the Tactical
Alr Forces flew B00 sortles., Principal missions were the bombing of

defended wvillages and barracks, and support of our ground troops in the

}
Saar Valley. We lost four planes.

On 9 December, some LOU escorted 8th Air Force bombers attacked
railyards, airdromes, and towns in the Stuttgart area. One enemy: jet-
propelled aircraft was shot down. We lost egix planes.

On the nirht of 9=lU December, &9 RAF Mosgquitces bombed Berlin
and 1? others attacked Hoblenz and the Duisburg oil plant. Two were lost.

Cn B and 9 December, seven rockets fell in the Antwerp area, one
landing inside the city.

During the 24 hours ending at 1200, 10 December, four rockets

fell in England.

2, During the 24 hours ending at 1200, 10 December, no sirnificant

changes occurred on the British front.

Our Ninth Army reported that in the viecinity of Julich all resis-
tance west of the Hoer River had ceased.

The VII Corps of cur First Army launched an attack northwest of
Duren, gaining cne mile along a three-mile front, despite minefields, mud,
and heavy {ire of all types. Southwest of Duren another effort resulted
in half mile advances along the edge of Hurtgen Forest.

Tha XII Corps of the Third Army and the XV Corps of the Seventh
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Army advanced up to two and one-half miles along & ten-mile front
goutheast of Saargemund against light resistance. The Seventh Army's
VI Corps was closing in on Heichshofen. The VI Corps also was fighting
in Hagenau and had cleared Bischweiler and advanced a mile north,

In scuthern Alsace, American troops of the French II Corps
continued to move southward on Colmar. French troops cleared Thann of
the enemy. The Nineteenth German Army continued to resist strongly in
the Mulhouse arma and, southeast of Thann, launched a counterattack

which was repulsed.

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

l. On 8 December, L53 Tactical Air Force planes, in spite of bad
weather, attacked targets in support of our ground forces and bombed
communications in the Fo Valley. Coastal and Balkan Air Force fighters
sank =small shipping in the north Adriatic and attacked communications on
the French-Italian Riviera and in Yugoslavia, We lost nine planes,

On 10 December, weather forced 550 escorted heavy bombers of
the 15th Air Force to abandon their missions. One bomber and one fighter

were loast.

2+ During the 24 hours ending at 1200, 10 December, the enemy con=
tinued to launch determined counterattacks on British Eighth Army position
between Faenza and Pideura; all were successfully repulsed. Bayond
Ravenna, the enemy forced our allies to make a slisht withdrawal west of

Porto Corsind,

S
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On the Fifth Army front, we made loecal gains southwest of

Imole,

ASIATIC THEATER

l, For 7 December, Ul sorties were reported by the lith Air Force.
At an airfield at Anking we destroyed two Japanese planes; east of
Hongkong two B=2L's sank a 30U-feot freighter. On B December, 1L fighter
bombers made an attack at Hongkong, during which a destroyer and a S00-
foot transport were sunk, two medium freighters left burning, two small

freighters damaged, and four grounded planes destroyved.

2+ 0On B December, the Eastern Air Command flew 902 sorties of which
3356 were tactical, Heavy bombers attacked the Burma-5iam rallroad in the
Mergul ared and north of Vietoria Point, and medium bombers struck at rail
facilities south of Mandalay and in the Shwebo area; fighters supported

ground cperations.

3+ On 9 December, British troops on the Chindwin front were meeting
opposition east and northeast of Kalewa, On the Irrawaddy front, British
patrols entered the railroad junction of Naba, eight miles south of Pinwe,
without oppesition.
The Japanese continued to withdraw their leading elements on
both prineipal saliente in scuthern China during 7 December. On the
northerly salient, the Chinese recccupled Tuhshan and Sanho (southwest

of Pachal); on the southern salient they also advanced.
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PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1, In the period 5-9 December, nearly 500 previcusly unreported
Allled planes attacked targets in the Southwest Pacifie Area. About
half of these planes, including 90 heavy bombers, struck airdromes in
the Philippines and on Halmahera, Celebes and Boeroe. Five enemy planes

ware destroyed; we lost one.

2., By 9 December, on western Leyte the 77th Divislon was encountering
inereasingly heavy resistance southeast of Ormoc at Camp Downes. The
Tth Division, advancing from the south, was three miles from the TTth
Division's beachhead; its patrols to the east made contact with those
of our troops who had advanced throngh the mountain pass at Mahonag,
(The communique dated 11 December states that Ormoc wes taken and that
troops advancing from the south were only one mile from the beachhead.)
In northern Leyte, the drive scuth from the Limon sector reached a point
half a mile southwest of Tolibaw. On Samar, we were two and one<half

miles southeast of Wricht.
EASTERN FRONT

On 10 December, Soviets expanded their salient north of Budapest,
advancing south to within nine miles of the city and north to the Slovak
border on a 15-mile front. German counterattacks forced withdrawals at

both ends of Lake Balaton.
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WESTERN HEMISPHEI

Ma jor General Henry C. Pratt has been designated to command the

gestern Defense Command during the absence overseas of jeneral Bonesteel,
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EUROFZAN THEATER

1. Un 8 December, adverse weather again grounded the Bth Air Force.
However, during the 24 hours ending at sunset that day, 2,223 sorties
ware flown by the Tactical Alr Force. Among these, more than LOU planes
gave close suppert to our pground troops with attacks in Helland, on
Ruhr Valley communications, and on targete in Alsace, where they bombed
gun positions and the highway bridge over the Rhine at Preisach, Fifteen
enamy planes were shot down and two destroyed on the ground, We lest
four planes.

That aame day, the RAF dropped 797 tons of bombs on a dam in
the Urft River south of Duren and 900 tons on rail yards at Duisburg; 27
Mosquito bombers attacked a benzol plant in the same area, One heavy
bomber ia missing.

During 7 and 8 December, seven rockets fcll in areas around
Antwerp.

During the 2L-hour period ending at 060U, 9 December, five rockets

fell in England.

2. By 1200 hours of 8 December, the inundation between the Neder
Fhine and the Waal was spreading farther to the west. There was no
significant change on the British front or in the US Ninth Army sector,

A diviaiun-of our First Army repulsed a counterattack from the
east in the vicinity of Bergstein, southwest of Duren, and made slight

progress against heavy resistance,

N —
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The Third Army put an additional division across the Saar
River southeast of Saargemund and enlarged that bridgehead. At Matz,
Ft. Driant was captured after a combined air and ground assault; 670
prisoners were taken.

The Seventh Army made local progress northeast of Saare-Union.
The VI Corps advanced northwest of Hagenau, in the vicinity of Heichshofen
and southeast of Hagenau advanced along a five-mile front, reaching
Bischweiler.

Horthwest of Mulhouse, French troops were mopplng up in Thann
while they made local progress in two sectors near Thann and one northwest

of Colmar. The enemy still offers heavy resistance in the Mulhouse area.
MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

l, During the 2h-hour period ending at 1800, ¥ December, weather
virtually suspended air cperations. The Tastical Air Force flew 12 sortie
against communications in the Po Valley, and the Balkan Air Force made
small=gcale attacks against similar targets in Yugoslavia.

Un 9 December, the 15th Air Force dropped 1lll; tons of bombs on
rail yards and industrial targets at Linz, Regensburg, Villach and
fogenheim. Mapre than TOU bombers, plus escorting planes, were dispatched,
but weather forced most of them to return early. Fifteen bombers and 13
fighters were mlissing, but some of these are believed to be at friendly

fields.
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2. During the 2i-hour period ending at 1200, B December, Hritish
troops of the Eighth Army were engaged in continuous heavy fighting
north of the Lamone River from west of Faenza to the willage of Pideura.
Supported by an unusually large number of tanks, the enemy launched
numerous counterattacks. Most of these ware beaten off without loss of
ground; but one foreced o half-mile withdrawal of the British salient
wast of Faenza.

Canadian troops cleared an area extending four to six miles
north of favenna from the Adriatic ten miles inland; Porto Corsini on
the Adriatic remained in enemy hands.

On the Fifth Army front, south of Bologna, South African troopa
of the IV Corps made a local attack west of the Setta River, but an

enemy counterattack forced them back to their oririnal positions.

ASIATIC THEATER

During 7 December the Eastern Air Command flew a total of BLL sortiss
of which 313 were tactical, During these operations &0 tons of bombs
wera dropped on railreads radiating from Mandalay, and fichters attacked

airfields near Mandalay, Magwe and Akyab,

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. During the period 7-8 December, about 250 previocusly unreported
sorties were flown in the Southwest Pacifie area. During these operations,

heavy bombars dropped nearly B0 tons, of bombs on airfilelds on Mindanao,
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Negros and Celebes; other planes sank a small freighter and a coastal
vegsal in the Philippines, and throughout the area damaped or set fire
to six other small ships. Fourteen additional enemy aircraft were

destroyed in the perled,.

2. By bt Decembar on western Leyte, the 77th Divislion had expanded
its beachhead northward to the cutskirts of Camp Downes, less than a
mile southeast of Ormoc, Our trocps advancing toward the beachhead from
the south eaptured a hilil north of Tabpas Hiver against moderate enemy
resistance. The drive south from the Limon sector reached a line
approximately 50U yards southwest of Tolibaw., In central Leyte, some
progress was made near Mahonagy enemy paratroops in the Burauven area
had been reduced to cne remaining pocket, On Samar, our troops attacked
enemy positions one mile north of Hinabangan.

Communigue dated 10 December reports torrential rains on Leyte,

rendaring terrain in the north almoat impassabla,

Northeast of Budapest, Soviet units advanced up to 30 miles, taking
the town of Vac, and reaching the Slovak border north of the Danube bend.
tween Pudapest and Lake Balaton, Soviets took several towns against
strong Axis resistance, Fifteen miles south of Budapest, they made
another Danube crossing which was consoclidated with the Lake Balaton

front,

| ey,
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EURQPEAN THEATER

1. On 7 December weather drastically limited air operations. The

Bth Air Force waas grounded.

In the 24 hours ending st sunset, 7 December, the Tactical Air
Forees flew ZBZ serties, These ineluded attacks by 90 Mosquito bombers
on commmications and billeting areas in northwestern Germany and Holland.
Six enemy aireraft were destroyed; we lost two planes.

During the night of 7-2 December, 62 RAF Mosquitoes attacked
Cologne, and seven others attacked targets in the Frankfurt and Mannheim
Breas.

During 6 and 7 December, B rockets fell in the Antwerp area;
only one hit inside the city.

In the 24 hours ending at 0600, 8 December, 14 of 17 flying
bombs plotted against England were destroyed. Four bombs made landfall
and one fell in the London area, Also, two rockets fell in the London

area during the period.

2. By noon, 8 December, the floods between the Neder Rhine and the
Waal were receding slightly. There were no significant changes on the
British Second or US Ninth Army fronts.
The V Corps of our First Army repulsed gounterattacks on our
salient south of Duren and progressed slightly to occupy high ground on
the easatern edge of the forest of Hurtgen. Our Third Army, continuing

its drive into the Saar, eliminated two German sslients in its lines to
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the north and south of Saarlautern; advance elements reached positions
three miles west of Smarbrucken. South of Saarbrucken, the XII Corps
thrust a bridgehead across the Saar River north of Saargemund, end made
other gains at two points to the southeast.

Qur Seventh Ammy made local gains along its front from the
Sear to Strasbourg. The XV Corps straightened ites line to the northeast
of Sasre-Unicn and advanced slightly at several points. The VI Corps
made local progress toward Hagenau, reaching the outskirts of the elty,
and approached the Rhine in an advance between Hagenau and Strasbourg.

In southern Alsace, American troops of the French First Army
continued to close in on Colmar from the north and northwest aleng &
15-mile front. Northweet of Mulhouse, French troops were fighting in
Thamnn, snd advanced some two miles on & three-mile front northeast of

the town.

VEDITERRANEAN THEATER

1. During the 24 hours ending at 1800, T December, sbout 200 Taotice
Alr TForce planes attacked communications in the Po Valley and on the
Brenner Pass route. Weather hampered operations and prevented any
of fensive sorties by the Balkan Air Force. We lost two planes,
During the night of 7-3 December, 25 heavy bombers struck
the oil refinery at Moosbierbaum, near Vienna, the reil yards at CGraz,

and targets at Villech and Klagenfurt, all in Austria.

2, By 1200 hours of 8 December, British troops of the Eighth

Army had firmly established their bridgehead across the Lamcne River
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west of Faenza in heavy lighting and were holding it with two battalicns,
elemants of which were patrolling toward the city. Other British troops
captured the village of Pldeurs some three milea to the southwest of
this bridgehead and repulsed a strong counteratteck, inflicting heavy
casunlties on the enemy end taking s number of prisoners. Enemy tanks
were active in this area. There was heavy shelling by enemy artillery
in the wviecinity of HRussi northeast of Faenza and numercus patrol actions
along the entire army front.

Fifth Army patrols were sctive; enemy artillery firs increased
in the area to the south mnd southeast of Bologna and also in the coastal

sector.

ASIATIC THEATER

1. During 3-5 December, the 14th Air Force flew 180 additiensal
sorties of which 140 were tactical. Targets included bridges end rail
installations on the Yellow River front, shipping on the Yangtze River,
and troops and transportation in the Kweilin-Hengyang and Tuyun-Hochih
areas, Three eneny planes were shot down.

During 6 December the Eastern Air Command flew 870 scrties, of
which 351 were tactical, During these operations medium bombers and
fighteres supported ground operations on the Araken, Chindwin, and
Irrawaddy fronts, and heavy bombers sank a small merchant vessel near

Mergui. We lost one plane.

2, By 7 December, BEritish troops on the Chindwin front were

i
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engaging the enemy two and one-half miles east of Ealewn. Southeast of
Paungbyin other British troops encountered Japanese positions 15 miles
wegt of Pinlebu. Om the Irrawaddy front, Chinese troops made slight gains
in the Bhamo aresn and along the YWamhkem Road.

In China, by 6 December, Chinese re-occupied Pachei. Japenese

were reported 20 miles west and 20 miles north of Tuhshan.

PACIFIC AND S0UTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

l. During &-7 December, more than 400 additional sorties were flown.
About half of these were over the BHougainville-New Britain-Hew Ireland
area on 5 and 6 December; eighty-two more, including 65 by B-24's, were
flown sgainst Helmahers airdromes destroying one grounded bomber. In
the Philippins aresa on 7 December, in addition to destroylng the 13-ship
convoy (reported yesterday), our aircraft sank one medium trensport,
three small freighters, a seatruck end a lugger, set two coastal vessels
and fouwr small freighters afire, and damaped two other small freighters.
Twenty-seven edditional enemy planes were destroyed, ineluding ten shot

down by naval antisireraft.

2. By 7 December, on western Leyte, the T7th DMvision had captured
Ipil, three miles south of Ormoc, and expanded its beachhead 3,000 yards
south and 2,000 yards inland. Our troops advancing north toward the
beachhead from the Palanas area reached the Tabgas River; they reported
inflicting heavy casualties on the enemy. WNorth of Ormoc, we made slow

progress against stubborn opposition in the Limon sector and continued
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to attack enemy positions at Mount Catabaran. In central Leyte near
Burausn, some 200 to 300 enemy paretroopers who landed during the night
wera cleared from the San Pablo and Bayug airstrips and were under attack
at Puri. In the latter ares, enemy infiltrating parties were turned back
prior to the paretroop landings.

Communigque dated 9 December places the T7th Division in the out-
gskirts of Ormoo, and states that troops are driving west through s
mountain pass at Mahonag.

The main strength of the 38th Division landed on Leyte on

& December.

3. On € December, a single B-20 in a nuisance raid dropped two and
one-half tons of incendiary bombs on Tokyo.

On B December, 82 B-22's of the 2lst Bomber Command and 102 B-24's
were airborne to atteck Iwo Jima, while surface units of the Pagific fleet
in a coordinated attack bomberded the island's shore installations.
Fighters escorting the B-24's destroyed five of six enemy airoraft
attempting to intergept. The B-28's encountered no interception or anti-

alreraft fire; all returned,
EASTERN FRONT

On 8 December, Soviet troops scuth of Budapest were advancing northeast
of Lake Balaton against increasing resistance and had made minor geins

south of the lake despite heavy counterattacks.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

l. During the 2{ hours ending at sunset, & December, the Tactical
Alr Forces flew 1,254 sorties, mainly in support of ground operations,
Six alrcraft were lost.

Detailed report of the RAF mission against the Socest reilway
center on the night of 5-6 December states that 2,036 tons of bombs were
dropped and four heavy bombers lost.

n 6 December, 818 escorted heavy bombers of the 8th Alr Force
were airborne to attack synthetie oll plants at Nerseburg and Lutzkendorf,
a4 railroad viaduct at Blelefeld, and railread sidings at Lohne., Preliminary
reports listed four bombers and twe fighters missing.

During the night of 6~7 December, 448 heavy bombers of the RAF
attacked the synthetic oil plamt at Merseburg, 405 attacked Osnabruck,
and 243 attacked the town of Glessen and its railway center. Thirty-nine
Mosgquitoes hit Berlin and 41 carried out scettered missions over Cermany.
The total bomb weight for the night exceeded 4,800 tons; 19 heavy bombers
and one Mosquito were lost.

During the 24-hour period ending at 0600, 7 December, four

long-renge rockets fell on England.

2, By noon, 7 December, f{loods had spread in the area scuthwest
of Arnhem and in one area all the ground between the Waal &and the Neder
Rhine was inundated, Enemy patrols were active in the bends of the
Meuse southwest of Roermond. There was no significant change on the
British front.

East of Aachen the First Army repulsed & counterattack at
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Bargstein soutlwest of [uren and advanced B00 yards toward the south,

Near Mets, Fort 9an Quentin finally surrendered to the Third
Army. The XII Corps drove &head some four miles toward Baarbrucken,
reaching the southern edge of Forbach five miles from Saarbrucken, and
made locel progresge to the northeast of Saaralben,

The Sewventh Armmy advanced from two to four miles on an elpght-
mile front to the northeast of Saare-inion, although progress was
hampered by mines., An ensmy counterattack on Merzweliler forced a
local withdrawal,

In Alsace, American units of the French First Army advanced
to & polnt five miles north of Colmar despite an enemy counterattack.
French troops mide local gains and reached the vieinity of Thamm

northwest of Mulhouse,

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

l. During the 24 hours ending at 1800 on & December, the Tactical
Ar Force flew 146 sorties, 123 of them against enemy positlons in the
battle area, Coastal planes flew 33 sorties. BPalkan planes (135 sortie:
ranged as far north as Germany.
On the night of 7 December, 50 heavy bombers were airborne to
attack tarpets at Salsburg and Innsbruck, Weather hampered the operatiom

Two bombers &re missing; one enemy aircraft was destroyed.

2. During the 24-hour pericd ending at 1200, 7 December, patrols
of the British Eighth Army penetrated into the marshy area north of

Havenna for approximately seven miles, The V Corps made local gains

g
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against strong opposition southwest of Faenza; Polish patrols operated
north of Brisighella, There was considerable patrel activity on the
Fifth Army front southwest of Imola. On the Italian battle line as a

whole, there was no substantial change.
ASTATIC THEATER

l, Further reports of the 20th Bomber Command attack on 7 December
state 87 B=29's hit the plant of the Manchuria Aircraft Company at
Mukden with 286 tons of bombs, four bombed Darien, three bombed Chenghsle:
and two bombed targets of opportunity. Twenty-six (probably 39) enemy
planes were shot down. We lost six bombers of which four were destroyed
by enemy actlion (two of these by ramming).

Among 46 additional l4th Alr Force sorties reported for
4 December were those wnich sank and dameged the Japanese shipping
reported yesterday by communique and anothar attack on shipping east
of Hongkong where one 400-foot freighter was probably sunk and another
damaged, For 5 December, 23 tactlcal and 23 aupply sortiaes were reported,
In the two days, two planes were loat,

During 5 December the Eastern Air Command flew 981 sorties of
which 431 were tactical. Fighters supported Chinese troops in the Bhamo
area and bombed targets on 4he Irrawaddy, Chindwin, and Arakan fronts,.
Medium bombers and fighters swept mall lines and hit reil installations

in central and southern Burma, B-24's attacked targets on the coast near

Alyab,
2. By 6 December, British patrols reached points 12 and 14 miles

.
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east of the Chindwin Hiw-ar. near Mawlaik and to the north, without

encountering enemy. On the Irrawaddy front, there were five-mile
advances south from Pimwe end in sectors southwest and southeast of
Bhamo. A local gain on the Araken front placed Allied troops eight
mileg south of Kaladan,

Japanese moving into China from French Indo-Chine were reported

to have oceupied Lungohou on 3 December,

PACIFIC AND SOUTHNWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1. Communigque reports that on 7 December an enemy convoy was
discovered approashing the Ormoc area from the north. There followed
two=way air attecks in which we sank all 13 ships of the convoy [ 4 large
transports, £ medium freighters and 7 destroyers or destroyer-escorts) an
shot down BZ planes, while we lost one destroyer, one small transport and
five planes,

An additionsl 305 sorties were reported over the Southwest
Pacific for the period 3-5- December, imcluding those which follow,
n 3 December over 60 bombera and fighters attacked airdromes in
Halmahers, and eirdromes in the Celebes were the principal targets
for 80 others; further strikes were made near Mindanao and in the
Vogelkop area, On 4 December, Halmshera airdromes were again attacked,
this time by more than 90 planes, snd an airdrcme in the Celebes as well
es the Vogelkop area were also struck apain, omn & Dﬁf:hn‘h‘nr. patrol
planes exploded a Japanese freighter near Mindoro, set two small
freighters afire near Manila, and destroyed a coastal vessel near the

Talaud Islends, Our losses for the period were one bomber and ome
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fighter,
On & December, east of Leyte two enemy bombers were destroyed

in an attack on our ships.

2. The 77th Division (less one combat team) landed three miles
southeast of Qrmoc during the night of 6 December and was pushing north
toward Ipil, encountering sporadic resistance.

During the day of 6 December, our troops advancing north on
Samar ware reported shelling Wright. In the Limon area a drive south
toward Ormoc was initiated. North of the Palanas River we occcupied two
hill positions northsast of Balogo. Enemy forces were contacted near
Mahonag and in the vicinity of Mt. Bato. Enemy infiltration parties and
paratroops were reported near San Pablo and Buri airstrips on the night

of & December,

3. On 5 and 6 December, neutralization of Marshall Island targets
continued with strikes against Wotje and Maloelap. OGun positiona on
Hota and the airfisld at Pagan were also hit; a large warehouse on
Babelthuap was destroyed. Barly on 7 Decamber, ten enemy planes attacked
Saipan, destroying one, and damaging two, of ocur B-29's, Six of the ten

planes were destroyed.

EASTERN FRONT

On 7 December, Soviets advanced further along the fronts south of
Budapest, making short gains in the Lake Balaton area and west of
Csepel Island,
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EURCPEAN THEATER

l. During the 2L hours ending at sunset 5 December, the Tactical
Alr Ferces flew 3,291 scrties. Missions included support of ground
operations, bombing of defended areas and launching sites behind the
battle line, and escort for varlous bomber attacks. Thirteen enemy
aircraft were destroyed; we lost 17 planes.

Details of the Bth Air Force attack on rail yards in the
Dusseldorf-Xassel-talnz area on 4 December include: tonnage of bombs,
3,200; enemy aireraft destroyed, six (ineluding two jJet planes eon the
ground); our losses, four fighters and seven bombers,

On 5 December, tank works at Berlin and rail yards at Munster
were struck by 5S4l heavy bombers of the Bth Air Force with 1,300 tons
of bombs. More than TOU fighters escorted the bombers and encountered
strong aerial copposition in the Berlin area; fighters eclaim the destructlc
of 91 enemy aircraft. Our losses were 12 bombers and 1y fighters.

During 5 December, %1 RAF heavy bombers attacked Hamm to completas
the destruction of the town and its rall facilities. Some 300 tons,
consisting mainly of very heavy bombs, were dropped. That night the rail
center at Soest was attacked by LBS heavy bombers, while 85 Mosquitoes
hit Ludwigshafen and Nurnberg.

During 5 December, one additional flying bomb fell in the
Charlerol area, and two rockets landed near Antwerp.

In the 24 hours ending at 0500, & Decamber, four rockets ware

reported landing in England and 15 flying bombs were plotted. Four of
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the flyirg bombs made landfall, cne reaching the Lendon area.

2. The flood between the Neder Rhine and the Waal forced
Canadian and British troops in the ar=a south and southwest of Arnhem
to pull back their positions still further,

To the east of Aachen the front was relatively quiet. A
small counterattack pointed at Lucherburg northwest of Duren was re-—
pulsed., The V Corps captured the villape of Bergsteln and repulsed
several attempts at infiltration to the north and immediately south
of the town,

The Third Army continued its drive Iinto the Saar. At Saarlauter
two bridpeheads across the Saar River were held desplite continual enemy
counterattacks. The XX Corps, advancing three miles and capturing
Karlsbrunn and Ludweiler, is now within four miles of the eity of
Saarbrucken. Farther to the south the XII Corps pained six miles on
an eight-mile front, reaching Saargemund where house-to-house fighting
continued, Other elements of the XII Corps progressed ten miles, reachin
the village of Biningen.

The Seventh Army made local progress to the east of Sarre-Union
and cleared Merzweiler, northwest of Harenau.

Tha First French Army continued to draw its lines tichter around
the German Nineteenth Army in Alsace, despite heavy resistance in the
south which forced the withdrawal of a salient northeast of Mulhouse.
American troops of the French II Corps cleared Selestat and peneral
advances were made on Colmar by French and American troops in an arc

extending from the area east of Jerardmar to the kKhine,

-3 -




PO VALLEY

o Q LY 20 30
e
APPROXIMATE WILES
LINE AS OF 5 DECEMBER

—— LINE AS OF O DECEMBER




DECLASSIFIRD
V8D Letter, 5-3-7g

MEDITERRANEAN T H=ATER

l. During the 2L-hour pericd ending at 1800 on 9 December,
adverge weather prounded strategic bombers, limited Tactical Air Force
planes to 151 sorties, mainly near Bologna, and confinea Coastal and
Balkan forces to L9 sorties,

On & December, escorted heavy bombers dropped Sl ton= on
railroad yards in Yugoslavia at Maribor and Brod and in Austria at
Graz and in the Vienna-Bratislava area. Thirteen enemy aircraft were

destroyed; we lost eight bombers.

2, By 1200 of 6 December, the Eirhth Army was pushing patrols into
the area to the north and northwest of Havenna., Between Havenna and
Fasnza, Canadian patrols hed reached the Lamone River west of Russi
without establishing contact with the enemy. A4 slipht advance was made
on a two=-mile fronmt to the southwest of Faenza against fierce opposition.
Polish troops repulsed four counterattacks on thelr positicn on Monte
Hinaldo and made gsome progress to the west.,

On the Fifth Army front, the British XIII Corps made local
gains in the area south of Imola. Elsewhere the front was without

sipnificant change.

ASIATIC THEATER

1. Preliminary reports state that 80 B-29's of the 20th Bomber

Command attacked an aircraft plant at Mukden on T December.

2. Communigque reports that on L December, fighter bombers of the

-3 =
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1ith Air Force struck a heavy concentration of shipping in the Yangtze
Hiver at Pengtseh, deatroying one freighter, leaving two freighters
sinking, and damaging eight others, and that Liberators sank a large
freighter east of Shanghai, Twenty-seven tactical sorties were flown
mainly againat bridges along the Burma Hoad from Lashic to Namhkal.
That day the Eastern Air Command flew 1,08k sorties of which
3159 were tactical., Fighters provided close supportfor Chinese troopa
at Bhamo and hit targets on the Irrawaddy River front and in the Shwebo
area, north of Mandalay, Medium bonbers swept rail lines in central

Burma, and B=-24's bombed the jetty area at Sagalng, near Mandalay.

3, By & December, Allied troops across the Chindwin River at
Kalewa advanced a mile east against 1light opposition. Fighting continued
eight miles to the north, Chinese troops south of Bhamo have advanced
four miles aleong the main highway and are within 18 miles of Namhkam.
No changes were reported on the cther fronts.

In China, the Japanese advance toward Kwelyang occcupied Tuhshan
on 2 December and by 3 December was a few miles south of Tuyun, At the
same time a column to the east occupied Pachai and continued northward

elght miles, No further report has been received concerning the Japanese

movement north from French Indo-China.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

1., More than 329 additional sortles were flown during the perilod

2-5 December over the Southwest Pacific, Targets for 2 December included

-l -
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the Dumaguete and Fabrica airdromes on Negros and the airports at
Cagayan and Padada on Mindanaoj five enemy aircraft were destroyed,
Other fighters and bombers attacked the Lanpoan and Kendari alrdromes
en Celebes and targets on Halmahera and Boerce. On L December, supply
and bivouac areas north of Ormoc were attacked. A patrol bomber sank a
fuel barge, and destroyed cne enemy alrcraft near Davae Julf. OCn
5 December, we struck airdremes on Luzon and Cebu, destroying two
enemy planes. Other targets included Flores and Timor Islands and
the Wewak area, The same day nine enemy aircraft were destrayed during

attacks on Allied shipping southeast of Leyte.

2. On 4 December, in the Limen area, the X Corps advanced 500 yards
along the Ormoc Hoad against heavy opposition. On & December, XXIV Corps
troops crossed the Palanas River and attacked toward Balego against slipht
enemy reslistance, and an attack northeast reached Kang Dagit. Troops
moving west from Lubi toward Mahonag reported no opposition. Our forces
on Samar have initiated operations to seize the east-wesgt hirhway from

Wright to Taft.

3+ On L December, 36 fighters hit gun positions on Hota and others
struck Pagan Island and, on 3 December, Marcus, One Japanase bomber was

destroyed by fighters over Saipan.
EASTERM FRONT

Northeast of Budapest Soviet units, with alr support, exerted in-
creasing pressure, BSouth of Budapest, troops from Csepel Island crossed

to the west bank of the Danube and established several small bridgeneads,
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Advancing over difficult marshlands in the Lake Balaton area, Soviet
troops scored gains despite several German, alr-supported counterattacks.
Northwest of Belprade, Soviet and Yugoslav troops made gains across the

Damibe
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EURDFPEAN THEATER

l. During the 2L-hour pericd ending at sunset, L December, the
Tactical Air Forces flew 1,455 sortles, the majority of which were over
the battle area on the Continent; 19L aircraft flew prearranged support.
We destroyed one enemy plane and lost nine airecraft.

On i December, 156 escorted RAF heavy bombers dropped 941 tons
on Oberhausen end 27 octhers with three Mosquitces attacked a dam near
Heimbach, southwest of Cologne, with 1L9 tons. That night, 781 heavy
bombers and 12 Mosquitoes dropped L,34l tons en Karlsruhe and Hellbronnj
66 Mosquitoes attacked Hagen and other targets in Jermany., Patrolling
Wosquitoes destroyed 17 enemy planes. Seventeen heavy bombers and cne
Mosquite failed to return.

uring 3 and lj December, two additicnmal flying bombs landed
in the Malmedy area and one near Arussels, Three rockets fell in the
Liepe area and four near Antwerp.

In the 2L hours ending at 060U on 5 December, one rocket fell
in England and ten flying bombs were plotted, of which only one came

everland; antiaircraft destroyed two,

2. On the front of the Second Brit! sh Army, all organized resistanc
wast of the Meuse River had beean cleared by 1200 of 5 December. MNortheas!
of Aachen, our forces repulsed two counterattacks in the viecinity of
Lucherberg. East of Metz our Third Army continued to drive on Saarbrucke:
two columns being within seven miles of the ecity. Our XX Corps now holds

e e W T T A
two bridgeheads acress the Saar River southeast of Saarlautern and has

-l -
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.

completed the crossing of a regimental combat team. Fighting contimued
in the ¢lty and a counterattack to the northwest was repulsed. Our
XII Corps made gains up to three miles on a ten-mile front to the east
of Saargemund. Local progress was made by other elements of the XII
Corps northeast of Finstingen.

In the Southern Army Group, northwest of Hagenau our forces
entered Vergweliler against strong resistance. Hohneck mountain dominating

Schlucht Pass was cleared of the enemy,

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

l. During the 2L-hour pericd ending at 1800 on 4 December, the

Tactical Air Force flew 951 smorties to attack clese support targets in
the battle area and communications in the Fo Valley, the Brenner Ruuté'
and Yugoslavia., Coastal and Balkan planea flew 135 sorties; included
were attacks upon transportation in northwestern Italy and sweeps over
Yugoslavia. We leost nine fighters and one medium bomber.

Cn 5 December, weather prevented operations of the 15th Air Force.

On L December, four Middle East fighters attacked transportation

cn wastern Crete; one fipghter was lost.

2+ By 1200 houra of 5 December, Canadian troops of the Eighth Army
ococunled Ravenna after the enemy had evacuated the city, and advanced
down the Ravenna-Ferrara hirhway to Mezzano whers the highway crosses
the Lamone River. It is believed that no resistance remains in the

swampy area east of the Lamone Hiver and north of Ravenna. Southwest
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of Mezzano other Canadians were meetins resistance as they spproached

the Lamone., A counterattack supported by tanks was repulsed north

of Rugsi, The Polisnh II Corps continued to make local advances along

its front southwest of Fasnza and captured Monte HRinaldo north of

Brisirhella despite heavy resistance and a subsequent counterattack.
Southwest of Imola on the Fifth Army front, a counterattack

wag repulsed and local gains were made, There were no other significant

changes,

ASIATIC THEATER

l, During 3 December the Eastern Air Command flew 1,124 socrtles,
of which L60 were tactical. B-2L's attacked targets in the Gulf of
Martaban area and on the rail line to Bangkok; two B-2L's are missins,
Fighters swept the Chindwin and Irrawaddy fiver freonts and medium bombers

attacked rail lines through central Burma.

2+ The lhth Alr Force reported some 70 additional offensive sorties
for 2 and 3 December, which included attacks on Yangtze shipping and on
rail and road traffic in the Hengyang-Lingling areaj Liberators attacked

targets on the Liuchow Peninsula and mined the Yangtze Flver near Hankow.

3. By L December, West Afriecan troops on the Arakan front, after
an advance south from the Paletwa area, were holding an east-west line
from the Pi Chaung River to the Kaladan River, six miles scuth of Kaladan

village. There was no major change on the Chindwin front, On the
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Irrawaddy front south of Bhamo, Chinese troops were in contact with
the enemy on the south bank of the Shwell Hiver, five mileas southwest

of Meng Hkak.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

l, More than 10U previously unreported sorties were flown in
the Southwest Pacific area in recent days, including a 9Z-teon attack
by B=2L's on four airdromes on Halmahera. Improvement of our Leyte
airfields gontinues. On L December, four Marine fighter squadrons

arrived on Leyte from the Palaus,

2. In central Leyte rainy weather c:}n'g.inues. By L December,
XXIV Corps troops north of San Pedro advanced 1,200 yards toward Mt.
Majunag. Added reinforcements were sent to the Palanas River sector.
Communique reports that our forees turned back an enemy night tank attac

on the roadblock south of Limon.

3+ On 2 December 18 Pacific Ocean Area fighters attacked Pagan,
We lost ocne plane in the attacks on Babelthuap, previously reported. Or
3 Decembar, our alreraft attacked Haha Jima and Iwo Jima, Fota, Pagan
and Yap,
On I December, L1 fighters and nine dive bombers attacked
Ponape and Wotje, with the loss of cne fighter. Operations against

Jaluit were cancelled due to weather.

L. Pulo Anna Island was occupied on 20 November without oppositior

-l -
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During &

Deceamber Soviat troops continued thelr advance and

reachad the southeastern shore of Lal

on on & 30=-mile front.
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EUROFEAN THEATER

l, During the 2i=-hour periocd ending at sunset, 3 December,
Tactical Alr Forces flew 1,877 sorties. Of these, 351 were pre-
arranged ground suppert, and the remainder were mostly over the
immediate battle area; 280 tons of bombs were dropped on strongpeints
and communication centers. Two enemy planes were destroyed. We lost
aleven.

On ? December, 208 RAF bombers flew over western Cermany but
failed to bomb because of eloud. That night, eleven Mosquitoes attacked
steel works at Hallendoerf.

The communigue reports that 1,200 Eth Air Force bombers were
airborne on L December to attack rail yards in the Dusseldorf-Kassel-
Mainz area.

On 2 and 3 December, 16 additional flying bombs and eight
rockets landed cn the Continent. One bomb hit Brussels and five rockets
hit the Antwerp suburbs. The remaining missiles dropped on scattered
points behind our lines west and south of Aachen.

In the 2L hours ending at 060U, L December, ten rockets landed

in England.

2. In the 2L hours ending at noon L December, the First Canadian
Army was forced to withdraw farther to the southwest of Arnhem by floods
caused by breached dikes, which had inundated an area approximately ten

miles wide and four miles deep. At Venlo, the Second British Army cleareac

| Sm——
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the last enemy bridgehead west of the Meuse,

On the Aachen front our Ninth Army continued to attack near
Julich without appreciable change in position. The First Army, in
heavy fighting, cleared several villages along our lines northwest of
Duren and southwest of Duren made & local advance to within a mile of
the Roer Riwer. There was no other change south to Luxembourg.

The Third Army cleared the west bank of the Saar River between
Saarlautern and a point five miles north of Merziz., House-to-house
fighting was in progress in the in';b:: town where a bridge, captured
intaot, is being used to continue the advance east. Other Third Army
gains were made southwest of Saarbrucken.

The Seventh Army was advancing northwards along a 20-mile front
some 25 miles northwest of Strasbourg. On the east flank of this advance
our front line was one mile west of Reichshofen. Farther to the south,
fighting continued in Selestat snd leading elements were seven miles
north of Colmar.

The First French Army made small gains to consolidate its

advances north of Belfort; northeast of Mulhouse enemy counterattacks

forced a slight withdrewal.

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

l. During the 24-hour periocd ending at 1800 on 3 December, the
Tactionl Air Force flew 329 sorties, about half of them ower the battle
area and the remainder apgainst communication facilities in northern

Italy and Yugoslavia. Coastal snd Balken planes flew 1656 sortiea.
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Weather hampered cperationa. We lost one light bomber,

During the nights of 2-3 and 3-4 December, 30 bombers of the
15th Air Force dropped supplies in Yugoslaviaj two were lost. On
L December, heavy bombers were grounded by weather, but 29 fighters

attacked a bridge in Yugposlavia.

2. In the 24 hours ending at noon L December, Canadian troops
of the Eighth Army advanced rapidly along an eight-mile front reaching
positicns less than two miles west of Ravenna; patrols along the coastal
highway moved to within a mile of Ravenna without making contact with
the enemy, On the western flank of the advance, Hussi was taken. South-
west of Faenza, British and Folish troops attacked across the Lamone River
on a four-mile front, advancing more than a mile against stiffening
resistance. South of Imela our Fifth Army ocecupied Casola Valsenio, but

there were no other sisnifiecant chanpes on its front.

ASTATIC THEATER

1. For 2 and 3 December, the 1lhth Air Force reported 32 sorties
during which a medium freighter was sunk east of Hongkong and a 150-foot

gunboat probably destroyed at Kiukiang.

2. 0On 2 December, the Eastern Alr Command flew %71 sorties, of
which 398 were tactical, More than 100 tons of bhombs were dropped on

rail installations in the Bangkok and Pyirnmana areas. One plane was lost,

3. On 2 December, the British on the Chindwin front cccupied Kalewa.
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L+ That day, Japanese troops were reported to have moved northeast
from French Indo-China, crossing the border inte China and approaching
Lungchou. By 3 December, in the area scutheast of Kwelyang, the Japs
had isolated a Chinese division 12 miles south of Tuhshan. Another

Chinese division was in contact with the enemy at Pachai.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

l. During the four-day periocd 29 November - 2 December, more than
735 additional sortles were flown in the Scuthwest Pacific area. B-2l's
attacked airdromes on Palawan and Mepros, dropping 2Ll tons. Lighter
planes struck other airdromes, supported ground forces and attacked
targets on Leyte. Operaticns reports confirmed the sinking of three
freighters near Bornec {reported yesterday by communique) and listed
the following additional shipping sunk: one freighter transport near
Panay and cne in Macassar Straits, one escort vessel and two coastal
vegsels near Borneo, Twenty-one enemy planes were desgtroyed. We loat
two heavy bombers,

On 30 November four Jap planes raided Morctai destroying seven
of our grounded planes and damaging 21 others.

On 3 December X Corps troops on Leyte continued to advance soutl
on both sides of the Ormoc road, clearing enemy pockets in the rear of
forward elements. Other troops destroyed a roadbleck southeast of Mt.,
Catabaran and contimued attacks against strong positions. The XXIV
Corps neutralized a series of pillboxes on the south bank of the Palanas
River and probed enemy peositions for weak points. OCur troops made gains
on the east slopes of Mt., Lobi and contimued to attack in the San Pedro

area.
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*

2. 0m 2 December, Iwo Jima air installatione were bombed for the
sixth consecutive day, this time by 26 B-24's which dropped more than

35 tons, GSixteen fighters attacked Fota and others Babelthuap.
EASTERN FRONT

tn L4 December, in their drive scuthwest of Budapest, Soviet troopas
made extensive gains northward along a TO-mile front, approaching Lake

Balaton. Yuposlav partisans captured the inland port of Knin.
GENERAL

Remaining elemente of the &63rd and TOth Infantry Divisions have been
ordered to ports of embarkatlen for movement to the European Theater.

Headquarters detachments and infantry regiments are already en route.
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

Due to critical shortage of tlres for operational use over-
seas theaters are being surveyed with a view to utilizing tires which

have become excess because of curtiailment of activities,

EURCPEAN THEATER

1. During the 24<hour periocd ending at sunset, 2 December, the
Tactical Alr Forces flew 1,801 bomber and fighter sorties, Nearly BOO
tons of bombs were dropped on defended areas and bridges behind enemy
lines and on streong points in the battle area, Eleven ensamy planes were
destroyed; we loat 28 aircraft,

On 2 December, the RAF dropped 533 tons on a Dortmund oil plant,
and that night hit Hegen with 1,977 tons while 50 Mosquitoes attacked
Giessen. Patrolling aireraft shot down two enemy planes and destroyed
one on the ground. Two heavy bombers and a Moequito were lost.

During the 24-hour pericd ending at 0600, 3 December, five
rockets fell in England.

On 1 and 2 December, 26 additional flying bombs and three
rockets landed on the Continent. Two bombs and two rockets hit Antwerp,
one of the latter falling in the dock area, The remainder of the bombas
fell in widely scattered aress behind our front west and scuth of Aachen,

2, In the 24 hours ending at noon, 3 December, the Canadlan First
Army was forced to withdraw about three miles in the area southwest of

Arnhem after the enemy caused floods by breaching dikes aleng the Rhine.

British troops passed through the outer defenses west of

.IN-I-
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Venle, reaching the Meuse; opposition was light although there was
considerable enemy artillery fire,

There was no change on our Ninth Army front northeast of
Aachen, The First Army made local advances against heavy oppeositien
in its sectors northwest and scuthwest of Duren, The remainder of the
First Army fronmt south to Luxembourg was guiet. Our Third Army advanced
to Saerlautern where, a communique reported, they have crossed the Saar
River and are fighting in the eastern part of the toem. Farther to the
south, slight gains were made toward Ssarbrucken. Saare-Union hes been
cleared,

Qur Seventh Army gained ground and consclidated its advances
nerth and scuth of Strasbourg. The First French Army gained more than

three miles on its front northeast of Belfort.

3. A large quantity of undamaged tank and pipe line equipment
having been captured from the enemy, the War Department has directed
the European Theater of Qperations to investigate, together with the
British, the posslbility of returning & substantial quantity of this
type of equipment, including some which had been shipped under Lend

Lease, aince criticel shortages of such equipment exist in other theaters,

MEDT TERRANEAN

1, During the 24-hour period ending at 1800 on 2 December, the
Tactical Alr Forces flew 1,375 sorties, of which 160 were flom by
medium bombers attacking rail bridges and causeways, mainly on the
Brenner route. Coastal and Balkan planes flew 194 sorties, One
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enemy plane was dlutm;nd; we lost three fighters and one light bomber,
On 3 December, escorted heavy bombers of the 15th Alir Force

dropped 160 tons on rall and industrial targets in Austria. Adverse

weather limited the effort. Two bombers and one fighter are missing.
Further reports of 15th Adr Force operations on 2 December

reduce our heavy bomber losses to eight (instead of 15),

2. In the 30-hour periocd ending at noon 3 December the Fifth
Army made local gains along 10 miles of its front south of Imola,
An Eighth Army attack between Faenza and Revenna advanced up to three
miles along & six-mile front, by-passing Russi en the west and east;
opposition was initially light but became fierce as the attack
progressed, Air support was favored by good weather in this sector.
Other Eighth Army trocps reported Brisighells clear of the anemy and

crossed the Lemone River northeast of the town.
TIC THEATER

l. During 30 November and 1 December the Eastern Air Command
reported 2,269 sorties of which 860 were tactical., Among these, 12
B=24's s&nk a small merchant vessel and attacked other shipping near
Mergui, southern Burma; medium bombers attacked bridges and rail targets
on the Salween and Chindwin River fromts and in the Mandalay area, while
others attacked two rail stations north of Rangeon and bombed shipyards

in northeastem French Indo-China,

2, By 2 December Allied trocps on the Chindwin front were within

two miles of Kalews, while those advancing south along the Chindwin

-Fa
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River were thres and five miles away on the west and east banks
respectively, On the Irrawaddy front, Chinese troops moved eight
miles along the Namhkam Road to & point 24 miles scutheast of Bhamo,
South of the Shweli River they occupled Mong-Hkak. On the Salween

fromt, Chinese troops were eight miles southwest of Chefang.

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATER

No officlal report has been received from Ceneral Macprthur,
His communigue dated 4 December reports the sinking by patrol planes
and bombers of three freighters (twe of 1,000-tons, one of 3,000-tons)

in twg actions near Borneo,

Ground action on Leyte was limited by heavy reinfall to locsl

attacks and patrolling.

PACIFIC THEATER

n 1 December, Iwo Jima was hit for the fifth consecutive day by
B=24's which dropped 57 tons of bombs on airfields. Fighters attacked
Papan, Hota and Babelthuap., On 2 December, six medium bombers attacked

ke,

On 3 December, 70 B-29's from Saipan bombed the Nakajima airplane
engine plant at Musashino, near Tokyo, seven others hit the Tokyo dock
and industrial area, and two attacked Pagan. Ome B=29 was loat to

enemy action, and four others were lost over the ocean while returning

from the mission., About 40 enemy planes were sncountered over the
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primary target, of which we shot dowmn four (probably 12), The

weather was clear, with excellent visibllity,
EASTERN FRONT

On 3 December the Soviets captured Miskolc in advances of five
miles ard more extending along & 30-mile front to the northeast; other
gains were made aleng & similar front 20 miles farther north, The
advance toward Lake Balaton continued northward on a front from Kaposvar

to the Damibe,
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EUROPEAN THEATER

l. During the 2L-hour pericd ending at sunset, 1 December,
the Tactical Alr Forces flew 1,L17 sorties. Seven hundred and twenty-
two of these were in direct support of ground forces; othere dropped
260 tone of bombs on defended areas west of Saarbrucken. Five enemy
planes were destroyed; we lost nine,

On 2 December, 250 bombers of the Bth Air Force, escorted by
B850 fighters, attacked marshalling yards near Keblenz and Bingen.
Preliminary figures are: 28 German planes shot down; 11 bombers and B
fighters missing.

The night of 1-2 Decermber, 78 RAF Mosquitoes attacked
Karlaruhe and cther targetes in Germary.

During the 2L-hour periecd ending at 0600 on 2 December,
eleven rockets fell in England.

On 30 November-1 December, 38 additional flyins bombs and
five rockets fell on the Continent. More than half the bombs landed
in sparsely settled areas well behind ocur front, west and south of
Aachen, One bomb fell in enemy territory near our front line south
of Saarbrucken and another landed just behind our lines in the same
area, Six bombs and two rockets fell in Antwerp proper and a single
bomb hit the center of Liege.

2, In the 24 hours ending at noon, 2 December, there was no

change on the Canadian and British Army fronte.
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On our Minth Army's left flank northeast of Aachen, the
XIII Corps, in a general advance on & six-mile front, ecaptured Linnich
and several smaller towns cn the west bank of the Roer River. Advances
on the northern flank of the Corps sector were limited by copposition
from dug-in tanks and pillboxes. The situation remained unchanged in
the srea southwest of Julich.

Our Firat Army's VII Corps cleared the northern tip of the
Hurtgen Forest and approached & village in which 1S units had been
isclated the previcus day. On its southern flank,the Corps advanced
more than half a mile, repulsing a strong counterattack during which
enemy parties penetrated ocur lines temporarily. Adjacent units of
the V Corps made minor gains over heavily mined terrain. The
rerainder of the Army front south to Luxembourg remained quiet.

Our Third Army advanced aleng & front of more than 20 miles
in the XX Corps sector northeast of Metz; positions were extended
alcng the Saar River west and south of Merzig and advance elements
were within two miles of Saarlautern. South of Saarbrucken the XII
Corps reached Saare-Unicn.

The Seventh Army's XV Corps made small gains north of
Strasbourg., ‘The VI Corps held the west bank of the Rhine at Strasbour
except at the northern tip of the city; all three Rhine bridges at
Strasbourg were reported destroyed. To the southwest we advanced five

miles to the outskirts of Selestat.
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The First French Army advanced more than three miles east
along & 12-mile front north of Belfort, improved their positions on
the northwestern edge of Mulhouse, and occupied Huningen. The enemy

was reported still holding cne bridgehsad west of the Rhine midway

between Mulhouse and Basel.

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

1. On 1 December, adverse weather prevailed, The Tactical Air
Force flew 5806 sorties against bridges and communications in the Po
Valley and along the Brenner route and & few close support targets on
the Eighth Army front. A dam in the Brenner Pass was breached. Coastal
and Balkan planes flew &9 sorties. Three fighters were lost.

On 2 December, the 15th Air Force dropped 1,032 tons of bombs,
principally on oil plants in the Vienna and Blechhammer areas, Fifteen

bombers and one fighter are miasing.

2. To 0600, 2 December, the Fifth Army front remained quiet from
the Mediterranean to the sector south of Bologna, To the east, British
troeps of the Fifth Army made local advances to consolidate positions
between Cascla Valsenio and Modigliana. The Eighth Army continued to

gain ground north of Forli between the Montone and Lamone Rivers.

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

l. During B6é additicnal scrties reported for 30 November, 33

bombers hit alrdromes on Mindanac and Lugzon destroying several Jap planes,
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16 fighters partiecipated in attacks on shipping off Cebu, and other

fighters shot down two planes; one fighter was lost,

2+ ©On 1 December on northern Layte the X Corps, to the southeast
of Limon, made further advances south apainst determined enemy
resistance, In central Leyte, the XXIV Corps reduced enemy positicns
in the mountains scuthwest of Dapami and patrols were operating in the
areas to the northwest of Mt. Lobi, Other units of the Corps were in
the Lake Danac area, Divisicnal artillery shelled Ormoc from positions

on the Palanas River,

J. On 29 November; Iwc Jima air installations were hit by 29
B-2L's and on 30 November by 25, making four consecutive days of
attack. One Jap plane was destroyed. Other targetes extended from
Haha Jima tc Babelthuap. We lost one medium bomber.

On 29 November, one enemy plane was shot down during attacks

on our bases on Saipan and Tinian. We suffered no damage.

L. On 27 November, principal resistance ceased in the caves on
Peleliu. Since 21 October, when the Blst Division began clean-up
operations, 1,300 Japs have been killed and 142 taken priscner. Our

losses during this period were: 92 killed, 622 wounded, 5 missing.

ASTATIC THEATER

1. On 1 December, the lhth Air Force flew about 90 sorties,

Heavy bombers attacked Fort Bayard (Luichow Peninsula), Hainan and the

- o

ROy,



Sradmapilra

Rivet

ubs” e AT . Al Preimmt, M S by
e TN R
p T = P ;
Ve |
2 s F
[
o |

SALWEEN
FRONT

.
1
E
2 '/
P - a
=
u
> -~
i -
¥ =
¥ -
CHITTAGONG
"
N. BURMA
o cis APPRONIMATE LINE OF CONTAST
»
-] a F=] L. ™
I ——
APPRONIMATE  MILES
—
T ]




‘7_
e 1\
‘f?& 1
A
" AL
i |
a 9w “_.G};}.
A y
AT
MAGASAK| :i-

[

]

: :J-Aﬁ?

w e
Wy
o SHANGHAI &
W
' \*
*
T WENCHOW y
4 \
L1
¥
CHOW ¢
‘]' -
5 CHINA
-4 . . L X AYARD [=x] -] Les] fe) =) L] %00
; . : i ¢ |
"W - e —f—
5 ‘ 1 L PEMINSUL & . BCALE. OF BILES
4 "'ﬂ'l'l""ll" SoUrH CMHING SFa \;
'
| L .
- - #
= * ~ S—Y el i _W_;__ U A
] % e e

#L-£-2 'J8319T S0

@AIAISSYIDEd



DECLASSIF

" EASTERN FRONT

(510

APPRAQNINATE WILES

[z ® "?' __f"(ﬁ
:
\

3
L j§$ OF | DEC Guiiins
}/&: u oF £ DEC

-
e | BUCHAREST
o




l DECLASSIFTED “

08D L‘ﬂ-ttﬂr' b-3-72

Kowloon docksj; medium bomber and fighter sorties were flomm over the
Salween front.
n 27 November, L5 B=29's attacked Wergui harbor in southern

Purma, in addition to those which attacked Bangkok that day.

2. On 30 November, on the Irrawaddy front, British troops
occupled Pirnwe without copposition. Farther to the east, Chinese troops
continued the reduction of the isclated Japanese garrison within
Bhame while other elements reached a point approximately 16 miles south-
eagt of the city along the Namhkam Road without opposition. In the
salient south of Bhamo two Chinese companies crossed the Shwell River
east of 3iu,.

On 1 Degember, Chinese troops on the Salween front occupied

Chefang on the Burma Road southwest of Mangshih without opposition,.
EASTERN FRONT

On 2 December, the Soviets made pains east of Kosiece in Slovakia.
In Hungary, they enlarged their Danube bridgehead north of Pecs,

capturing Paks, and advancing 16 miles to Kaposvar,
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EUROPEAN TE

l. During the 24-hour period ending at sunset, 30 November, the
Teactical Alr Forces flew 2,001 sorties, Among these, 536 aircraft
flew direct support over the battle area while others dropped 257 tons
of bombs on defended villages in the German rear. Two bombers and three
fighters were loat.

On 30 November, RAF heavy bombers dropped B85 tons on two cok-
ing plants near Oberhsusen, and 37 Mosquitoes attecked sn oll plant at
Duisburg. That night, Duisburg was hit with 2,877 tons of bombs, and
57 Mosquitoes attacked Hamburg and vieinity. Two enemy planes were
destroyed; two bombers were lost.

During operations on 30 November against targets in the Leipzig
and other areas in Gsrmany, the 8th Air Force dropped 3,417 tons of
bombs. Hevised losses reported by communique reduce the numbers of
missing aireraft to 40 bombers and 13 fighters; eight of these {ighters
are believed safe in friendly territory.

During the 24<hour period ending at 0600 on 1 December, no
rockets or flying bombs fell in England.

On 29 and 30 November, 57 additional flying bombs fell on the
Continent, nearly half of them near Liege. Fiwe additional rockets fell

nenr Antwerp.
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2. In the 24 hours ending at noon 1 December, the British mads

loocal gains north of Venlo.

On our Ninth and First Army fronts east of Aschen, advances
were limited to miner gaine in isclated sectors, Heavy opposition con-
tinued.

Qur Third Army reached the Saar River at three points near
Merzig and advanced to within three miles of Saarlautern.

On the Seventh Army front, the XV Corps made minor gains to
improve its positions north of Strashbourg, and attacked an enemy bridge-
head in sastern Strasbourg. A French armored column advanced from
Erstein more than five miles aouth along the Rhine, while other VI Corps
units advanced on Selestat from the north and were within three miles
of the city on the west.

The Firat French Army geined some ground northeast of Belfort
and improved its positions along the Rhine east of Mulhouse and northwest

of Basel,

MEDI TERRANEAN

1. During the night of 23-30 Nowember, 30 heavy bombers of the lG5th
Air Force made "Pathfinder™ attacks on an oil plant at Linz and other tar-
gets in pustria and southern Germany. On 1 December, heavy bombers wers

grounded by the weather.
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During the Z24-hour pericd ending at 1800 on 30 November, 37
medium bombers of the Tactical Air Force hit two railroad bridges
sagt of Milan and 250 fighter bombers concentrated on rails and roads
in the northern Po Valley. The Coastal and Balkan Air Forces {lew BZ
sorties, prinecipally over northwestern Italy, Yugoslavia, and Albanis,

Weather hampered all operstions. We lost four fighters,

2. In the 24 hours ending at noon 1 Degember, Brazilian and
British troops agnin repulssd enemy raids against our positions on the
Fifth Army front north of Pistole and southenst of Bologna. On the
eastern flenk of this front British troops consolidated their positions
near Fontanelice; farther to the south, British Indian troops advanced
more then three miles to ooccupy a hill position near the road leading
northwest © Feenza. On the Eighth Army front, other Indian units
advanced north of Forli to capture important enemy positions between

the Montone and Lamone Rivers.

ASTATIC THEATER

1. The l4th Air Foroe reported 55 offensive sorties on 29 November,
32 of them over the Salween front.
The same day the Eastern Air Command flew 1,042 sorties of
which 461 were tactical. In these operations medium bombers attacked

railroad installations in the Mandalay end Pyawbwe areas and fighters
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supported ground operations throughout Burma. During 2530 November,

15 Liberators hlt Bangkok.

PACIFIC AD SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATERS

l. On 28 November, 47 Solomons-based fighters and medium bombers
attacked targets on New Ireland, and 103 fighters demolished buildings
and swept motor traffic on the Gazells Peninsula of New Britain,

On 29 November, 16 B-24's bombed Matina airdrome on Mindansao,
destroying two Jap bombers. Sixteen fighters swept Cebu and the
Ceamotes Islands. Sixty seven sorties were reported for 30 November;
thess included 26 against Jap shipping in the Masbate-Cebu area and
18 by heavy bombers .over Celebes where three Jap bombers were destroyed
at an airdrome.

By 30 November, the X Corps was converging on enemy positions
in the vioinity of Tolibaw and Bonbongon. In central Leyte, the XXIV
Corps continued to reinforce the Palanas River area and repulsed
several enemy attacks in that sector. Resistance was encountered north-

oast of Lubi in the San Pedro area,

2. On 28 November, Navy fighters and medium bombers attacked Nauru,
On & November, more than 80 Navy fighters and medium bombers hit Wale,

Ponape and targets in the Marshalls,
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EASTERN FRONT

0n 1 December, Soviet attempts to oross the Danube at Ealocaa were
repallsd, WNorth of Pecs the Red Army continued to advance toward Lake
Balaton. In the Balkans, Novli Pazar was ocoupied by Bulgarian troops
and Scutari was reported evacuated by the G,rmans. The Soviets continued

to advance in western Slovakia.
GENERAL

l.  The remaining eloments of the 42nd and 76th Infantry Divisiona
heve been ordered from their home s tations to ports of embarkation for
movement to the Buropean Theater. Elements previously ordered were

headquarters detachments and Infentry regiments.

2. General Eisenhower reports that an US-British-French agreement,
rotroactive to & June 1944, has been reached for the handling of tort and
related slaims against US=British forces in France (excluding damage from
action by or against the enemy, which in no case will be charged to the
British or U3).

British-US responsibility will include payment of French claims
arising out of criminal acts by our respective persommel. Claims for
property demage, traffic acoidents and other ocivil matters arising from
our cocoupanoy will be paid by the French as reciprocal aid. In traffic
accidents involving damage to govermment property of the respective

governments, each will bear its own loases,
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