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Two of our boll1bors attacked Shumuohu in the Kuriles on 30 December . 

EUROPEAN THEATER 

1 . !bring t he 24-hour period to sunset, 30 December, the Ta cti cal 

Air Forces flew 1 , 213 sorties . Some 480 of these wore f l own 1n support 

of our ground forces am against e.nemy corm1unication facilities lfeot of 

the Hhine . lo!edi= bombers dropped sane 150 tons of bombs on a fuol dump 

and barracks at Oos, and on tho Freiburg rail yards , Nine ene:ny planes 

were deot royed; we lost e ight. 

!bring the night o£ )0 December, the RAF dropped 1, 740 tono of 

bombs on a rail yard at Cologne and 79 tons on Hannover , Houffalize , in 

the Arderu1es sali ent, was attacked by 1!)4 heavy bombers and 12 llooquitoes; 

16 additional ll.osquitoes attacked D.lisburg and t he benzol plant at Bochlll:l . 

Two heavy bombers are mio sing . 

On 31 December, 1,325 escorted 8t h Ai r Force heavy bombers struck 

oil refineries, subm.al"ine yards , and a jet plane factory in the Hannover-

Hambure area, t wo raU yards near Dusseldorf, a.nd a nwnber of rail juncti ons , 

bridges , and detraining points betwec.n tho Rhino and the Luxembourg-BelgiW!I 

.front . In additi on , more than 60 fighters were dispatched to swoop 

tactical targets in the bat tle area . Tho bombers met s t rong enemy fighter 

opposition in the Hal:iburg area . Preliminary reports indicat e t hat 5"2 

enom,y planes were de strayed; 35 of our bomber s and seven fight• rs are 

missing . 
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Dl l.A6S!FlD 
OR~ I·• II or , b-S-71 

Foil!" rockets and seven fl)'in6 b<>o:bs struck Ant,..orp wring 

the 24- hour period ending at 0600 , .)0 December; 11 flying bmbs fell 

1n Uege . Twel ve rockets and liJ flying banba fall 1n &reas ooar the 

two cities. 

!brill& the 24-hOill" period endinc at 0600, ) 1 llocecber, ten 

rockets landed 1n !:nal&nd. 

2 . In the 24 hours endint at noon )1 Doco:ober, tho northern flank 

of t he Ardennee o&lient r ... ained generally quiet . Patrols fr<ll:l our First 

Arczy ' • XVIII Corps operating to a depth of more than a ..Ue in front of 

our lines nor thwest of Vielo&lm, reported no ODCHI\Y contact . To the west , 

near l!arche , the Corps mopped up isol at ed cncm,y pockets . British XXX 

Corps patrols reported Rochefort clear and, occordinE to ccmrnuni quc, 

Allied troops havo occupied the town. Annorod patr olo of the Corps, 

advancing from ootathoaet of Beourai ng, roAChed a point about h&li'lmy 

between Roche fort and St . lltbert encount ering only light resistance . On 

the southern flank of tho sali ent, our Third Arm,y ' o VIII Corps made gains 

o! as much as two and one-half .. uea acroee a 1'-aUe front agains t heavy 

opposition in sane sectore . We now hold a line whi ch runs fran approxi-

l!l&tel,y three cUes south of St. I\! bert sene rally eaet to Bastogno . The 

III Corps repuleed ene"'' a t tacks ooutheaat of Baot<>&ne , and the Xll Corps 

aade a s:oall ga.in &long the Sauer River eaot. of Diekircb . 

American t.roope or the Firat French A.nq rapulsed another ·~ 

r aid northwest of Colmar. There wu no o1gnificant change on the other 
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DZCLASSTYIZII 
OSP J.ettor, ~-3-78 

1. n.rina tho 2L- bour period ending at 1800, )0 Doe..,ber, tho 

Tactical Air P'oree new 7L2 sort-ies . In spite ot bad weatber, some 190 

n:edium baDbers attacked br idges along the Brenner route o.nd bombed en 

amnunition dump not-th or Bologns; l:4!hter plenes strock communicati ons 

behind the bat tlo aroa and in the Po Valley . 

On .)1 Doecber, 1!)th Air For ee operations wore cancelled for 

the aacond succeee1ve day because of weather. 

2 . To0600, )l Deecber, on the Si<!hth Artrt;y front, &-it1oh troops 

ll:&de a local adv..,oe alon& the Faenu-Lugo h1gh1fliY w1 thout opposition; 

fartlwlr east, other local advaneeo were oade against otrong opposition. 

Canadian troope repulaed a small raid along the Sonio River west of 

Ravenna. Tho Fift h ~ continued to il:lprove i t o Serehio River positions 

north of Lucca, reaching Gallieano without contact and advancing more 

than a mUo in the area northeast or the town . 

ASLI.TIC THEATER 

l . On 29 Doc•ber, the Eutern Air C0011111d n ow l , 71.9 sorties, of 

which 69L ware tactical . During these operatione heavy -.,.. ained the 

river ontranceo to Jl&n&kok and Rancocn, 11hlle lighter planes atteekod 

cC1Bunicat1cns, ruppl7 <blps , airfields and other taraote in tho area 

from Ehamo to llanclalAy and southward; an oi.lfield at Chauk wu aloo 

attacked, and ground operations were supported throughout a.rma . Four 

planes wore loat. 
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DECLASS!F l l!J) 
OS~ Le~tor , ~-3-78 

On .30 Deeeznber, 1 99 pl.e.nes a ttacke d Japanese forces trapped 

in tbe area north of Akyab tor the second .,ecess1ve da.Y; three planes 

wore lost . That same da.Y, 21 B-2L' s bombed coiiiiiUllioations in t he Tourogoo-

Taungup area. 

2. By 30 December on the Ar&kan front, patrols of the British 

force ad'<ancing south along t he llqu River occupied Rathedaung without 

opposi t i on. On t he Chinc:brin front, Allied troops advanced east against 

slight oppositi on to a point 17 miles northwest of Yeu. 

PACIFIC AND SOOT!fREST PACIFIC THEATERS 

l., !llring t he period 28- JO Decer.~ber, oooe L00 hitherto unreported 

sorties were flown. Ranging from the Solomons to Borneo and from Timor 

to tile South China Sea, our pl anes attacke d shi pping, airdromes and other 

targets; they sank three coas tal vessels and destroyed 1) Japanes e 

plane s . lllring 29 December, l J enemy planes were shot down by f ighters 

and antiaircraft tire at Jilndoro, and three others were destroyed through 

abortive suicide dives . 

2, By .30 December, p&Lrols of our XXIV Corpo on Leyte had landed 

unopposed at Abijao, some seven miles north of Pal.oopon on the west 

coast, and at llerida, on the western s ide of Onnoo Bay. 

3 . lllring the night of 28 December, two B- 29 • 1 , in separate strikes, 

dropped incendiary bombs on Tok;yo; they reported starting nwneroue large 

fires , Earl,y on 29 lleCfll!lber a third B-29 aloe banbed t he city; tho 

plano 1s missing. 





EASTERN FROIIT 

T r • . . 

OECLAS.Irf • .d 
OSD J.ou•- . )-~·If: 

Soviet troops made oinor advances in the Losonc sector Ql'l 

31 December, and continued their attack on the surrounded enemy 

at &.ldapeet againe t bit ter resi stance. 
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DECLASSfFII!ll 

~;~ L- ~t~r . b-3 -72 

1. tw-1ng the 24-hou.r period to sunaet 29 Decellber, the Tactical 

Air l'oreeo fiew l,99J sorties, for the 111001. part conti:J.&ing t.o giw 

I!Upport to our ground !oreeo contain11lg the Go......, attack . Ra:1J. bridges, 

barracko and other onem,y targote along the entire !ront fran Holland to 

Aloace were nit . Thirty- two eneey planes were ol\nt down; we loot 25 . 

tn 29 Goo0111ber, the RAF attacked ro..il.)-arda at Koblonz with 892 

tone or bcaba, and boat pens at Rott.erda:> with 86 tons. That night tbe 

RAF balbed a eyntheUc oil plant at Suer, near E~een, with 1,619 tons 

and dropped 608 tone on raJ.l.yarc!s at Troisdor!. Pour bc:abera are odosiq: 

In the ,.._ period 157 llS and RAF traneporta landed airborne 

troops 1n the Bu t<J&no area. 

On JO Dooembor, l,J2l escorted 8th Air Foree b<>mbers were air­

bomo to attack raUyarda and bridge• 1n the Colosno-Tr.l.er-Frankturt 

area behind tho Oneli\Y oa.l1ent . Ei<;ht banbers and t wo !ightoro are 

During tl\s 24-hour per iod ending at 0600, 29 Deoember , lS 

rocketo !all 1n the Antwerp area, or which !our landed 1n the city. 

'l'h1rt;r-two flTtn& bombe toll 1n areao near Antwerp and Liese . 

During the 24-hour period e~ at 0600, JO Oooecber, eiSJtt 

rockets tell 1n eoutheaot. &gland, ot which one landed 1n London . 

2. In the 24 hou.ro ending at noon JO Decoaber, the oituation """ 

general~ quiet on the northern fiank or the ArcleMes oalisnt !rom 

south or l.!onscl\au west to l!arehe. Our Firat Arr(y'o VII Corpo continued 

- l -
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~£CLASS !111:0 
OSD Lotter, 6-3-?a 

t o attack Rochefort , where ene~ reaistanco was reported decreasing, 

and there were indications o! a Gorman withdrawal !rao the town. Other 

elements o! the Corps, together with the 81-itiah XXX Corps, now hold a 

line running goneral.q soutlnnlst !rao IID<:hefort to a point approxJaately 

two miles east of Boauraing. The Third Arley' a VIII Corps advanced to 

rlth.in five lliles south of St. Hubert and """ clearing the area to the 

southeast. The III Corps widened the Baatogne corridor, clearing the 

Baetogne-Arlon ~tmq. Farther east we continued the advance on Wilt&. 

The m Ccrpo gains on a ten-mile !ront brought them to a general line 

along the eoutb bank of the Sauer Ri-.er, nortlnnlst of Echtemach. 

F1<:ht ing continued an the Britiah Second Arley !ront north o! 

Oeilenkirchen, where another enecy attack was made against the XII Corpe . 

CAu- Ninth Arley repulsed an attack near Linnich and, south of ~ron, 

cleared an enoli\Y pocket wust of the Roar River . The First French Arley 

nrpuleed a rlolent attack against ita line nortlnnlst of Colmar . 'nlero 

was no change on the other IU"J:V" !'rants • 

1 . In the 21. hours ending at 1800, 29 December, the Tactical Air 

Foree flew 1 , lSS eorties. In these operation. 100re than 900 light 

bombers and !ightere ll&de t heir aajor ettort in eupport or Allied ground 

forces 1n the ext.reDe western battle area, wtUle a atr<mg f ore4 o! .. diwa 

bombers attacked ann;r oupply linea in northern I~. Coastal and 

Balkan Air Foree pl anes 1 in 121. sorties, raided small s hipping in the 

Oul! ot Genoa and northern Adriatic and attacked enecy comnunioationa 

and troop concentrations 1n northern I~ and Yugoslsrla. 

- 2 -

.. - . ·- - -



MILAN 

• 
CRE .. OHA 

-

GEI<OA 

., 

PO VALLEY 
10 0 10 20 

WI LU 
APPROXI• ATt 29 DECEMBER 

A S or R __ L I NE . 30 OECEHBE 
--l i NE AS or 

' ... 
-~ 

I 

PADUA 

' 

FERRARA 

-
VENICE 

\ 
~IMINI 

• •·ltiOI•Mf 



N. BURMA 

0 .. .. 



DltCLAssrr rn 
OSD Lo<tor , ~-3-72 

On .)0 Doc .. ber, lStb Air force operaticno wre c&ncellod be-

eauae of weather. 

2. In tM 2J. b<w-8 en~ at noon JO December, the &1chtb Anv 

mde 0 IDinor &ttf.ck,whlch liU repl.loed by t ho lleru&no,aouthe&St Of 

Cotignola. Wast o! faan•a, Polish troops made alight &aina along the 

south bank ot the Senio RiVllr. The Fitth Anl\Y oeotor was gonar&ll,y 

quiot. Wo roadjuatod and improved our positions alorc the Serchio River 

north or Lue-ea. 

1. On 21 De.-r the Eastern Air Car::o:>and n ew l , WU aortieo, ot 

whlch S94 • re tf.otical. These included an attack 1n whlch medi= 

ba.:bera dropped near~ 60 tons on ~ ot tho Proae-Rangoon line; 

mdium bolllbere and fighters attacked a1rf1alde and c~icationo north 

and south ot lo!andala.Y and oupported ground operation a. On 29 Ooce111bor, 

112 light and med1UID planes atruck at Jap forces trapped nortb and nortb­

aaat or Al<;yab, infiicting an ostimated 1 , 000 ouualtiae. 

On 29 llo.,_ber, •ather liadtf.d the llltb Air force to S7 cCIIDbat 

oortios. 

2. 9J' 29 ~::ber, Brit.iob t.roopa en the Aralcan front Md adftncod 

south alone tM ~ Rinr to a point a~to~ tour .Uoo north or 

Rathodallllll witbout oppos i t ion; in rear or tho &dvanco tho:r eJCpanded the 

drive to pointe fou,r IDiloo wes t and eight IDilae ocutho&lt or K'wason. 

- ) -
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"'n 1. • t•", ~-a-78 

PACIFIC AND SOUT!!IIEST PACIFIC THEATERS 

1 . D.lr1ng the period 28-29 December, 112 previouely unreported 

sorties were nown. The majority of theae were over the Bougainville­

New Britain- New Ireland area; t he remainder over the Philippines. 

2. By lS'OO, 29 December, our troops on the northwestern tip of 

Leyte had advanced aouth to occupy h~h gr ound near Tunga, two milea 

east of Arevalo Ba.y. Farther south, troops frQri t he Limon-KAnanga area 

"Were approaching the weat coaat. South of Villaba, an enell\Y force 

estimated at regimental strengt h was dispersed by artillery fire. Quo 

forces advancing eouth'West toward Palanpon gained more than two miles . 

In central Leyte, we reduced organized enemy positions on the southern 

s l opes at lJt . JJajunag . 

J. On 28 December, l S' B-24• s attacked an airfield on Iwo Jims. 

EASTERN FRONT 

01 30 December, Soviet forces mopped up sne"')' element• encircled 

north of Budapest, and m&de further gains on both sides of the remain-

1ng pocket 1n t he c ity, where an ult imatum to surrender was refused. 

llortb.eut of Budapest, the Red ArJl\Y made a short advance toward Losonc, 

against stubborn resistance . 
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DK:'l.I\L.!l Fli.lJ 
~ ~ J~ to~ . b- b- 11 

llajor General HoiU')' C. Pratt, who fonoerl,y c<D~~anded the Sollthern 

Defense Cool!land, wu ue~ed u Cam'.andina C.nerel, Western Deten~e 

cc-and oo )0 Decellber. He was preV'iouel y :Ill tempor&J7 cCliiC8lld only. 

1 . On 29 Decellber, deapite bac! weather, 82S escortec! 8th Air Force 

beavy bcabera cmtinuec! the attack "ia:lllet enecy rail yarc!s, br idges 

and comz:unicat ion centers Tital to the A&chen-Lu.nmbourg aalient . N:llle 

banbers anc! one fight er are ..Ualns . 

During the 24-hour period onc!lns at aunaet, 26 December, weather 

limite<! the Tactical Air Forcee to 672 eortioe . The maj ority of these 

were flown aga:lllet taraete :Ill aupport or our ground !orcea, and on rocket 

l aunching installations :Ill Hollan<!. Five eneJIIY aircraft were shot down; 

lt'e l ost t wo. 

On 28 Doce~ber, the RlF attacked railw~y facilities at Cologne 

with 747 ton• of bcmbo. That night 337 heavy banber a anc! ll4 !do3qdt oea 

ba:lbed rail yarde at .t.!unich, Bonn and Pranldllrt . Sixty-eigbt other bombera 

attackec! aMpplns near Hortan in aoutheutoorn No,.....,.. Two heavy baobers 

and one l!oequito were loot. 

!W-ing t he 24-hour period anci1Jl& at 0600, 28 DoCOIIber, three 

rockete tell in Antwerp and nine fl¥1na baoba :Ill Liese . Forty rocket& 

and ~ b<abe tell :Ill tbe TicinHy ot .&nt'orerp and Liege . 

llo rockets or tl,y1Dg baoba tell .., &!Gland on either tbe 26th or 

29th ot Decoaber. 
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DI DLASO!PI'U 

~~L - ~-~-72 

2 . In the 24 hours andiJla at noon, 29 Docuber, our F1rot. !nO''• 

V Corps recaptured an outpoat pos1 Uon on the northern oboulder ot the 

Aachen- lwcembourg salient . To the weat, the XVIli Corpo oncount.ered 

only saall en~ elementa along aoat o! ita tront north and west of 

Vi.elaal.D . The VII Corpo continlled to clta.r tho on_. f'rcll aroas nort.b­

eaat and aout.hweat or Rochefort, al.thou.g)l heavy eppo.Uion continued in 

the t.oom i tselt. On the oouthem nanlc of the oalient., our Tb1rc1 !rao'' s 

VIll Corpo coasolldated i te positioas north of the lleutchet.eau--Bastogne 

higtnra,y, wlli.le reccnnai .. ance unite or the III Corpo probed to within 

five mils• o! St. Hubert tr011 tho eoutheut . Tb.o III Corps gained s0111o 

ground ooutheast or Baat061\o acainet heavy opposition and, farther east, 

advanced to within a mUe or WUtz . Tho XII Corpe entered Eehternach. 

The Second Britiah ~ recaptured eovoral vUl aaee, nortlmlst 

of GeUanlci rchen, loot tho previoua c~a,y. 0\lr Ninth ~ reached the 

Roor Rivor a t another point south of ~ren and continued to clear ene"')" 

pockets trcn the """t bank. Tho Firat French ~ gained s001e ground to 

strengthen ita line no.rth o! llunoter . Thero ,..., no chango on the other 

~fronts. 

r 
3. Following i.e a eu.omary of voritied !acts !r<lOD the Firot US A:nq 

concerning the IIIUoaore ot ""'rican prioonero o! war at about 1400 hours 

on 17 Doce:aber• App~tsly l.SO Aurican otticero end enli.et.ed ...,n, 

-

the aajority of whaa waro !rca Battory 8, 28Sth Field .lrtlllery Obsenation 

Battalioa, ineludinc udical pereCIIIDel nering braaaa.rda and l!od Cross 

ll&rldnge on helaeta , h&d been captured 'b1 a Oeraan unit, tentatively 

- 2 -



1denl.1!1ed u t.M lot Panl&r Regi.oont of the Pirot SS 1)1rlaion. The 

pr1oonera were dia.,.,..d, rel1n 11d of all valuabloa, aovad into an open 

t1ald 1n the rlcinity of a crossroad two alles aoutheut of llallnd)', 

and sprrzyod rlth machine-gun tiro /rem tanka on the road. SUboequentl,y 

Osman guardo walked among the bodies on t he g round and shot those 

shOII"i.ng •tens ot lire . Forty-t hree o! t he prioonore, all but a t ew of 

whan were wounded, managed t o escape after da.rkne•a . 

l , On 29 lloo<:o=ber, escort..d beayY b<ebero of the lSth .ur force 

dropped aora than 1,080 tQuo of bcoobo on rail yardo at Verona, Imsbruck 

and sout heaet and northe ast ot llun1ch; other rail targot a wore attacked 

alons tho BraMe r and Udine routes . Prelila1n&ry reports indicate that 

34 bombera and l2tiehter a are 111i .ssing . 

In t ho 24 houre ending a t 1800, 28 Docember , tho Tacti cal Air 

force new l , 32S s ortiea , making s tront; attacks against cCIIlll!Unicationa 

and ~ in close support of ow- ground forces; t r oop coneontrat ions, 

supply dumps, bridgoo and other target.. also wore attacke4 in northern 

ltal,y and Iusoaarla . Coastal .ur Force p4neo 1n 86 aort iaa bonbod 

....U ahippl.nc ott Ooooa and 1D t.he J.driotic and attacked bridges 1n the 

Po Vall.,. . The Blllkan .ur Force n ew l33 s orties , attacking troop 

concootr ationo and c...unl.cot1ona 1n central Yu&ool arla, One ODIOIY 

pl ane was dutro,yed; fiTe ot oura ar11 1111oaing . 

D.lr~ the night ot 27 Docembor , 40 Strategic Air Forca bombers 

attacked a r ail bri~o acros e t he Pi.ave River north ot Treviso , 

-J -. - . - -
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2. In the 24 houro ending at noon, 29 llee .. ber, the E;~&ntb Amy 1 o 

I Canadian Corps el;l&ht ly improved ito positions west of Ravenna and 

reClllinad in elose contact wttn tho enemy. Tllere was no change on tho 

Fifth Al1lly front . 

ASIATIC TI!EATER 

1 . On 27 llecomber the Raetern Air Comand flew 1 , $.31 sorties, ot 

whi ch 626 wore tactical . Tllese included tbe attacks at Pranc and Py1.nmana, 

previously reported, <Uring which heavy banber s dropped 65 t oll3 of bOmbs. 

:l!ediwn bOmbers raidod camunications north o! Wandal~, rail lines eouth 

of llandal~, and airfields at Heho and Na:nsang ; f:l&ht ers supported ground 

operations throughout 13\ll'm&. 

2. On 27 and 28 Dec ... ber the 14th Air Foree new 2!0 combat sorties, 

princi pally against en~ collii!Wli cations and supplies in oout.h...,stern 

China, French Indo-China and along the Salween, Yan,otze and Yellow Rivers. 

Small l'lWllbers of heavy bombers attacked the Hengyang area and laid minos 

in Hongkong Harbor . Ten en8ll\Y pl anes nre destroyed on airtialds near 

Canton . ifo loot two planee . 

DJ.ring the n:l&ht of 27 llecomber, Japanese planoe a gain raided 

our Suicbwan airfield destroying t wo planes and damaging six • 

.3 . By 28 llec ... ber I us troops or tbe Chinese !orcas east of t.he 

Irrawadqy River llad occupied a broad area extending 1 7 miles nortbweet of 

Tonkwa. Chinese troops occupied Panghkam, six mile s north-at or Nomhkam . 

On tho Salween front, otber Chinese troops ,.,,.. meeting &nell\)' reei stance 
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dx to ten •ilea northeast and eaat of llantiAS, 

By 27 Doce:abor, t.M Chinue hAd captured additional e,_-

poeiti.ona &1'0Wld l!ochih and, in the 11ann1ng area, ware attackiAS 'illlling; 

the)' were alao attacJc.1n& Japeneae poa1t1ona jut aoutheaat or 'l'wlgcbeng. 

PACIFIC AND SOOTI!III!ST PACIFIC TIBA'I'ERI 

1 , !W-ing 27 and 26 lloCGber, 2 2S pr.-.iou.aJ.¥ unreport.ad aortiea 

...,re ncnm. lleaY)' and aacll.ua b<abera continued to attack airfiel ds and 

o,_,- shipping in the Philippines and in the South China Sea. Weather 

limited tho.oa oporatiooa •-at. F11't.aen a ddit i onal encm;y aircraft. 

were destroyed. 

Twenty-one Allied planes are miaaing !ran tho attack on an eMliiY 

task force ott Mindoro c:Urin& the night or 26 Docember . 

2. By 1!)00, 28 December, our troops tran tho Dalla beachhead on 

northwestern Leyt.e had roached San Ieidro . 

3. !W-ing tho night or 26 December, seven an81ll7 planes damaged four 

bombers on our airrielda in tho ll&rianaa) t wo or the raidsra wore destroyed, 

On 27 Dooember, 21 B-2~'• attacked Chichi Jim&. Next day, we 

nided Babalthuap, Yap, and Jaluit , 

On 29 Doe-.ber, Sodet torcaa eootl.nuad to ID&lce adn.ncea aloog their 

!ront north and nortmoeat or &clapeat. 'lbq oroued the Gran R:l.'ror, juat 

north of the Donube and ara holdina a bridphead. 
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1 , ~rina the 21.-hour period ending at 8UNiat, 27 lloc•ber, the 

Tactical .ur F'o1"Qeo n ew 2,486 aortiea IIIAW,y 1n support. or ground 

operations in tho Aachen-Luxembourg aaliont and aga1nat cOIIIIUnicati on 

centers serving tho Gel:'1:14n ortonsive . Sixty-six enoey aircraft were 

dostroyodJ we loot 34. 

The umo dAy the RIJ' dropped 977 tone or bombo on rail yardo 

at Rh"7dt1 one heavy balllber and one l.!oaquito were loet . That night 

293 heavy bcabera and W. ILoequitoes attockod tho Opladon railway wori< 

abopo near Cologne. 

<b 26 December tho 8th Air Force d1apatched 1 , 27$ eacortod 

bombera tor another attack on rail facilitioe 1n the Cologne-Trior­

Franlc!'urt. area . F1 vo b<nber o are l!lisoing . 

~ring the 24 hours ending at 0600, 27 December, two r ockets 

and one tlying bomb fell on Antwerp. Se,oenteen rockete and 22 !lying 

b0111ba tell in tho vicinity of the city. Eleven !lying bomba r oll on 

Liogo and lS in nearby areaa . 

During the 21. hour. ending at 0600, 28 lloc•ber, no tl,y1ng 

bolaba or rocketa reached Bngland, 

2 . In tho 24 hOUJ'II ending at noon , 28 Dec•ber, our Firat and 'lhir< 

Andoa conti.rlu.d to contain and drive back the Gei'IUNI in the Aachen-

Lux ... bourg salient. U the nort.hem ahouldor ot tho ealiant, eouth o! 

Uonachau, the V Corpe repulsed a heavy attack. Northwoat of Violoalm, 

tho XVIII Corpo carried out ouccoootul r&ido on enOII'IY podt1onaj en"''Y 
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pressure was reported dAierouinj:. The VII Corpo mopped up inrtlt.rating 

pertioo and cleared an '""">Q' pocket out ot llarcho . other Corps 

ol-nto advanc>ed aore than three aUoa to the outaldrto ot ~otort, 

which liU still held by t.M tn""'Y, and continued to eloar the areaa 

not and northwot ot tho town. Patrolo r&ached a point aoro than 

tift m.Uoa f arther oouth, contacting anl.7 oeattarod oneaQ' olecenta. 

,Ul.ied pat.rol.o reported an on""'Y roadblock ton .Uoa """ t or St. Hubert, 

the 111 Corps expanded ita penetration or the o&li ent aouth of Bao~e; 

southeut or the town, the Corpo advanced north up to two .Uee &long a 

12....Uo front and IIUide another eroooing of tho SUre River. Along tho 

aouthem shoulder ot the salient tho XII Corpo oecupiod Ettolbruek and 

approached t ho Oenlan border in ge.neral advances &long " lS1Ue front 

northwest and oaot or Echtema<:h; o1001ent o on the r ight fio.nk of tbio 

advance reached the Sauer River . 

Our Seventh ~ oontinuod to gain &round &long the German border 

west or Woiosenbu.rg. The Second Britioh Anny partially repulsed an one"')" 

a t tack in ito XII Corps sector northwoot ot OoUenkirehen but fighting 

contl.mod in tho aroo . There wu no chango on tho other aney fronts . 

1 . ~»ring the night of 26 Doc•bar, forty-two baobero of the St.rategi< 

Air Foree struck a raU bride• at Caoaraa. Next dq )0 fighter bcabera 

followed up tho attack c1ropp1nc )1 tooa or boaba . 

In the 24-hour perio<l endiJl& at 1800, 27 llec•ber, tho Taetieal 

.ur Fon:e n - 1,472 oortieo. or th1e total, 1,389 wore n own by 11Vtt 

and aodimo planes c!ur1ns tho dq, eontinuinll • a&ldaUI> e ffort aa&inat 

- 2-,___.. 
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eoc:ounicationa and targets ill the battle area; &lOOng comunieationa 

targets were six br1dpe and a tunnel on the Brenner and Udille routes . 

11le Balkan .ur Force ill 121 eortieo attacl<ed road and ra.i.l ~eta 1n 

Yu,goa4via. 'lfe lcet t.en planes . 

On 26 Decellber, escorted hea")' -bora ot the lSth .l1.r Foree 

dropped 1 ,260 tona of boobs an oil installations at llogenaburg, and 

others near Prague, also on rail targets in Auatrie, Bclluni.a and 

northern Ital.J' . Seven grounded en~ aircraft '"'re destroyed; we lcet 

thne -bora and <1114 tighter. 

The s11111e dq the StrateGic Air Forco again struck the rail 

bridge at Casarsa, )6 heavy b<lmbers attacking; other planes dropped 

euppliee in Yugoelavia . 

2. In tho 24 hours encline o.t noon, 26 December, Fifth Arrrr:l troops 

along tho Serchio River north o! Luccll i:nproved their defens ive positi ons 

after continued enemy attacks, which had !orcod withdrawals earlier in 

the period. The Eighth Arlay continued to make local gaina northeast 

of Faenu. 

ASUTIC THEATER 

1 . On 26 Dec.,.bor, tbe Eastern Air Coonand new 1 , 024 sorties ot 

'llhich )70 wen~ tactical . lladiwo bcooboro attacked bridges north or 

llanc:la47 and along the Pr ... -aa,.oan rail line; fightara swept cOIIDWli­

cat.ione thr0\18hout. central ~ and eupportad ground operations. One 

eDeJV' plane waa deat.roye<l;we lost two. Nut de7, 22 &-24'o attacke<S 

-) -
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suppl;y du:llpa at Proooo and a rail bri<fsa at PyinDana. 

In the period 2!.-26 Decellber, tile l l.th Air force n ew 152 

previousl,;y unreported !l.ghter and ~bar aortiea . l'lidespread attacks 

were ~~&de south or TUn&tinll Lake , in Thailand, and in eastern BunDa. 

Several o:uall ehipa were destro;r.d at Anl<lni "" tho Iangtze, and 1D 

FoJ"!!ISa Strait . Tbirteen ORfiiiY planoa 1r8ro deat.ro;yed 1D the Nanld.ng 

area, and )2 11ore a t Te1Dan; we loot OM. 

2 . a;, 27 Dec•ber, Br1Uah troops, moYin& south along the Arakan 

coast, hsd occupied Foul Point, ID8at1ng no reoietance; those advancing 

south along the west bD.nlc o! the II«YU River reached a point nine miles 

south of Kwazon . On the Ohincll<1n front, Allied troOps had reached 

points lS milee east o! the 8um& railway in tho area east and northeast 

of Ktinbalu . 

PACIFIC AND SOU'Il!I~T PACIFIC THEATERS 

1 . In the period 2$- 27 Oooo:nber, ))$ additional oorties were nown 

over tho South1r8st Pacific Area. ~r1ng theao operat icna heavy and 

...,diurn ba:lbera continued their attaoka aeainet a1.rclraoea 1D the PhUippin• 

and on Halmahera. T1r8nt;y additional an""'Y aircraft were doatroyod; we 

lost one . 

Operationa reporte coverin& tho a t tacl< on an ..,81111 task farce 

ott llindoro on 26 Deco!llber renal that our planea aank two destroyors1 

da::le.ged a battlu bip and a he avy oruiear, and eet fire to three tranaparte 

2. On Lo7te1 &Iring tbo 21.-bour period ondin& at 1500 or 27 Decembex 
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our troops l.an<lod unoppoaod 1n \he vicinity ot Doha, near t ho north-

...,stern tip ot tho ialand and advanced oou\h toward San Iaiclro . Troops 

1'na our Calubian beachhead wore throe illoa oaat of .U.valo a.y. 

We continued to 1toet st.1'0118 .-.a1ata.nce near Tipolo . 

On 28 Daee-ber \ho R<od Arwq aade t'll.rtJior gaina co \he north bank 

of the Danube reaching \he Gran River on a !1'0nt extend1nc frao Leva 

eouth . Thor &leo puohod ton allos weot olong \he Danube ' a southern bank . 
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I!UROPW THEATER 

1. Durinl! the 24-hour pe.r iod to 11\!Met, 26 Doc.,.bor, tbo 'l'aotical Air 

Forceo new 3, 138 aort1oo . Light and modi""' baubo.ro dropped more tb.n 670 

tono along supply lines leading to the German salient. Sixty-five ene:qy planos 

were deatroyod; 110 loot 39. 

That da,y the RAF dropped more than l,l)O t ono of banos on enemy concon-

trationa at St. V1th . Two heavy bombore are mJ.osing. Weather prevented RAF 

operat ions that night. 

Durin& the 8th Air Force operation of 26 Docember in tho Koblonz area, 

345 tono of bombs wore dropped on rill yarda lllld bridges. Eleven enemy airor at't 

were destroyed; nino of our escorting fightero are miesing . On 27 Doc.,.bor, 640 

escorted 6th Air Foree heavy banbore attacked rill targets in the Cologne-Trior­

Frankfurt area . Twenty-nino enemy pl anes wore shot dOI!D . We loot five b0111bors 

and four f ightsrs . 

Dur~ the 24-hour period ending at o6oo, 26 Docembor, ono rocket fell 

in Ant-oerp. Ton rockets and oino flying boabo fell in ..,..,as near Ant"oerp and 

Liege . 

During the 24-hour period ending at 0600, 27 Docombor, seven rockets 

tell in England. One landed in London . 

2. In the 24 hours ending at noon, 27 Docabor, our Firat and Third Armies 

continued to withatand prosll\lro in the en""'''• Aachen-Luxembourg oali ent and 

drove the Oi>l'II>IUlo back in numerouo oeotoro on both their northern and southern 

flankl. On the northern flank the XVIll and VII Corps repulsed eD""'' a ttaclao 

-1-



OBD L6tter, b-3-78 

beheen St avel ot and lolarcbe and made emal.l gains west or Vi olsalm, and north 

and north""at or Rochef ort; sever al small villages were recaptured in these areas . 

On the southern flank, the lll Corps made a junctioo t hree i>lle& eoutb o! 

Butogno w1tb ou.r airborne diTieion 11!11eh haa been hol<iin8 out at t hat t O'IIIl. 

other el~ents of t he Coil>• advanced north trom one to two mllae in aeveral 

s ectors weet of Diekirob and establ i .sbed a bridgehead acroso the Sure River . 

Farthor east, the XII Coll>s drove t he eneli\Y back acrose a ten-mile tront extend­

ing trC>ll nortbweot to s outhsaot of Ecbtemach, and oaae el emento were approaching 

the tO'IIIl itself. 

C>.lr Seventh I.J;ufJ' lll4de minor gains along the German border eae t of S&ar­

gemund and coneolidated an area aoutll o f the border t o s traighten out five miles 

ot i ts tront l ine ""st of Weissenburg. US troops in the Firat French Arvr;t 

eector :Improved their poeitions northwest of Colmar. 

There were no significant change a on the other &l"1llY fronts . 

IIEDITERRANEAN THEATER 

1. During t hs 24 hours ending at 1800, 26 December, nearl,y l,SOO Tactical 

Air Force planee made widespread attecks on enemy supplies and eomunieations 

along the Brenner and Udine routes, in the Po Valley and at Spszia Harbor} atr<X\g 

support was g iven t o ground forces in the Imola oeetor, "' d 16 ene"'Y planes were 

destroyod on the ground at airdrome a near Milan . The Balkan .1.ir Force, in 91 

eortiea, attacked en•"'Y troop mo.,....,nta 1n central Yugoslavia and a .t.'ual dump 

at Ljubljane in northern Yugoela'Via. 'll'e loot t wo planoe. 

On 27 Dec81Dber, eecorted heavy bolllbere of the lSth Air Foree dropped 

aore than 1 , WlO t one ot bombs on an oil re!1nery at Vosandar! and oo eevan 

11181'11hall1ng ;yarde tr011 Villaoh to llaribor and north to t be Lint &lid Vienna u.a. 

- 2 -
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Att&clce w re &leo made an other rail te.rgeto north of Bol&&no, Six boolbere and 

three tightere are ~:tia•in&· 

2 . In the 21. hours on din& at noon, 27 December, our Firth Arll;y waa f orced 

to aalca turtbar withdrawale traa 1te ealient almg the Sercbio River north ot 

I.ucu, 1n the faee or eontl.nled ene;r attecla!. l!eintorc-nte were moved to the 

Meto.r. On the &i;!hth /orlq front, Br1tiah troops aade a local gain northeast of 

F&ena& . 

Brigadiar Oenaral Donald P. Booth asSWIIIId cOIII!l&nd or the Persian Gulf 

COmmand on 24 December, arucceedin& llajor General Donald H. Connolly, 

.t.SUl'IC Tll!.l.nR 

1, On 2S Dooeaber, the But&rn .ur Co::aand nn 1 , 44) oortiae of which 416 

were t.act.ieal. n.r1n;l these operation. ••d1wo baobere and fighters att.acked 

cOII!IIWlioaUone and ground euppOirt te.rgote 1n the Luhic, Shwebo, and l(.aladan 

areae and south of Mandal~. We loet two planoe, 

Two Allied barrack• at Kher"'U"lr ""re destroyed by Japanoee banbing 

on the ,..,. dates twn or three e'*"' planes lll&lc1ng the raid were 8bot d~. 

2. B7 26 Doee=ber, Brit18b troope IOOY1D& eouth along tho .t.raken Coaet had 

occupiad S1nba1k, aix ailoe nortbwet of Foul Point. Patrol• were active 1n the 

l(;rauktaw area and a Britiah eol\lllll'l had actranced to a poiot approxiJDately 21. 

011lu aoutheaet ot K&l.adan. But ot K&l.na on the Chindwin trout, Allied trocpa 

were approxi&atal;y 12 .Ueo ooutheut of !'7inga1ng. In tho llu Valla;y, llliod 

-) -.......... 
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t'&ilroad eaptu,..,d Kanb&l.u and continued south approximately ten miles . 

At the aame time in scut.bweatem China, t~hting was continuing around 

lloehih. 

PACIFIC AND SOUTIIIIES'I' PACIFIC THEATERS 

1. ~ing the pet'iod 25'- 26 Decabot', moN th.an h5'0 previously unrepOt'ted 

sorties were tlown <1Ver t he Southwest Pacitie area. !.lot$ than 110 heavy bOIIbers 

attacked airdrocoes, shipping and en""'¥ instellations 1n Borneo, the Philippieoo 

and N"" Briteie , and oome 200 l ighter planes bombed and otrai'ed instellations 

on H&lmahera. One amall freighter, t wo coaetal ves sels and !our omaller ves selo 

wore sunk. Thirteen enemy planes weN shot down. 'lfe l oot three aircraft. 

2. By 15'00 or 26 December, our t roops on Leyte had advanced weot more than 

four miles from Limon and Kananga reaching a l ine running from Tabigui to Bsyana-

eao; only light resis tance was encountered, 

To t he south, our forces in Palompon beachhead had advanced two milo• 

inJ.and toward an enemy road block at Tipolo, where t.roops from the northeast 

contimled to encounter heavy reaiatance. 

J , In the aame peri od, an ene:nor teak force consisting or a batUeehip, a 

heavy cruiser and o1x deatroyera, shelled our coasUino at llindoro . According 

to cQimUJ'Iiquo, our aircrai't and Navy PT boate sank tbrao of tho d""t.royers and 

damaged the batUoahip and cruioer before they could withdraw. Three onoay 

planoe were ahot dalm rurieg tho •"8116om•nt. 
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4. en 25 December, &-24 1s attacked Iwo Jima, ., d fi8hters struck Rote and 

Babslt lrus.p . '!bat n~ht eing;J.e B-29'• dropped incendia.riee on Nagoya and Ch1eh1 

Jillla. !/ext ~. 16 l!arine fighters attacked lo:aloelap in the Marsballe . 

Camnmique reports a joint operation on 26 and 27 Doce!llber in which our 

naval .surface units t earned with Pacific Ocean Area &-24's and fighters to carry 

out another heavy raid against I wo Jima. Two 8-29 1s. eecorted the fighters for 

navigational purposes . 

On 27 December, 39 Saipan-baeed &-29 ' • dropped 66 t ons of bombs on air­

craft factoriss near Tolcyo. Twelve others dropped 18 tons on harbor and indus­

trial targets in the sam& general area. A sing;J.e B-29 returning earl y f rom the 

mis sion at tacked Pagan. Sixteen (probabl y 28) intercepting enemy aircra ft ""re 

destroyed over the targets . One B-29 was ohot dolm by enemy ~hters, and two 

ot.h.ers wero lost from. operati onal causes. 

EASTERN FRONT 

en 27 December, the Red A.rlliY Split the 8DOIJG' forces Sll.rrounded in the Bude-

pest area into two pocket. , one in the c.ity itself, and ths other t o t he north, 

and advanced into the ""s tem outskirts of the city. Farther north, thoy pushed 

forward on t heir Cran River salient, wbUe sou~st ot lbdepeet they lll&de gains 

along t he tront exten.d.ing to Lake Balaton. 
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EIJROPEIJI TI!MTBR 

1. J).lring the 24-hour period t o lrllllaet, 25 December, the Tt.eti cal Air 

Forceo flOlf 3, 919 sorties. Enemy areao, rail e.nd road junctiotul and communi­

co.tion centero bebind the Oennan oaliont were a t tacked with more than 1,300 

tons of bombs . Forty-three enemy aircraft ...,re dootroyad; we loot 38. 

J).lring the previousl y reported 8th Air Force operationo on 24 and 

25 December, more tban 6,100 tono ot bombs waro dropped, and a t otal of lJB 

German planes dootroyad (22 111ore than previouol,y reported) . CO 26 Dec.mber, 

doopite poor weatber, some 150 eocorted heavy bombers attacked rail yardo and 

bridges in t he Koblenz area. 

Ther e were no RAJ' banber oparations on 25 December. 

Durinc the 24-hour period ending at o600, 25 December, one rocket 

and 23 !lying bombs fell in Antwerp . Eight flying bombs landed in Liege. 

Seven rockets and 33 flying bombs fell in ocattered areas bohind the front. 

Qlring the 24 hours ending at 0600, 26 Decembe.r, thore were no roeketo 

or !lying bcmbs over Engl and . 

2. Ao of noon, 26 December, our Firot A.rm:¥ hod forced tho Gemano to witll­

draw in several aoctoro along the northern flank of their Aachen-Luxembourg 

salient. Tbe XVIII Corps drove the en•"'l' from two pockets to straigllten ito 

line northwest of Vieloalm and ropulood several attacks. So tween l!archo and 

Dinant the VII Corpe drove tho enemy back one to t wo mileo toward Rocbefort 

along a ten....u.J.e front in face of heavy reoistanco. CO the southern flank of 

-1-
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OSD Letter, 5- 8-72 

the oalient our 1'111rd Ar1!IY continued to puoh the enell\)' back olowly in its Ill 

and Xll Corps oectore from eoutbwest ot Butogne to Ecbternacb. 

In the sector south of D.lren our Ninth A:rrrry continued to elear the 

enem;y !rom the we stern bank of the Roer. "1'1'\ere was no ch8llge on the Canadian 

Aney front . The situation on tho W Seventh end First French Ar1I\Y !rente aleo 

remained unch~ed. 

llEDITERRAI1'EAll THEATER 

1 . !m-ing the 24-bour period ending at 1600 on 25 December, tho Tactical 

Air Force reported 648 sorties. Fighters swopt the battle area and northeastern 

Po Valley; medium bombers struck t he Trevioo raU yards. Weather limited these 

operations, ao ""11 ae those of tho Coaetal and Ba.l.kan Air Foreoo, whi ch to­

gether new only JJ eort1ea . Some S0 banbere of the Strategic Air Force new 

supplieo to Yucoslavia. In all those operations, we lost three aircraft . Four 

enemy planeo were destroyed on the ground. 

On 26 December, escorted heavy bombers of the 15th Air Force dropped 

945 tone on synthetic oU planes near Bleclllwm:er and Oswiectm *<ld elsewhere 

1n German end Polieb BUooia and on raU bridges and a viaduct in northern 

Italy. T>lo onoll\)' planes were shot d"""; 19 bombers are mteoing . 

2. In the 24 houre ending at noon, 26 December, en the Eighth .o.r.v front, 

there wu no change in tbe I C&nadiM Corps eec:t·or weet o£ Ravenna; e l ements on 

the eouthern nank or the Corpa aoctor attempting to ad.-ance t011ard Cotignola 

met strong opposition. British troops made lllll&ll gains in their sector north-

- 2-
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050 Lettor, a-3-72 

oa..t o! Fa..oza . On the Fl.!th AI'Il1Y !rant US troops Wl!lre reported rlthdrawing 

!rom C&lomini after an enemy atteok, oot:IJMtod at t wo battalion strength, 

a..tride the Serchi o Ri•ter. 

ASIATIC THE.I.TER 

l, On 24 Decombn tho East ern Air C"""and new 1,229 sorties o! 'IIIli ch 494 

wore tactical. 1\u-:Lng thoee oper ations .five mediuc banbero made an oxeopt i onally 

lang flight to attack a bri~e "" tho Pegu-lloulmain raUny line in ooutbwestern 

Burma; the other plane• made muoeroua att.eeko, concentrating on cOJCll:Uilicat i<lllO, 

ground support tergeto, supply dumps and airfields in the La.obio-llan~ area 

and in southern Burma. 

During the period 21-25 December tho 14th Air Foree .f'lew 21.2 additional 

bomber and .fight..- sorties, the majority of 'llbioh ""re against raU and road 

targoto in Japanese-hold territory south of Tungt ing Lake. In Rongkong Harbor, 

during those operations, fighters sank a 450- foot tanker, probably eank !our 

ot her ships averaging 2$0 foot, and heavUy damaged a 400- foot freighter, other 

fighters oank a 550-foot tanker in Formoo& Strait and two 8- 24'• hit and 

probably sank a 425- foot tanker near Shanghai. Thirt;r-<~ight Oll""Y aircraft were 

destroyed in tho air and on tho ground at the Toinan airdraoe on 24 December . 

Seven additional en""')' aircraft were destroyed elooYbere during tho periodJ ..., 

loot t wo plane&. 

2, Q,y 25 Decomber, British pet rolo w ot of the Irr...add;y River bad reached 

a point on the Burma rallft¥ 26 mUea soutb of Wuntho rlthout enlll\)1' cont act. 
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D!CLASSIPIIB 
nSD Lette r, 0-3-72 

PACIFIC AND SOUT!Im>T PACIFIC THEATERS 

1. D.!ring the period 23-25 Dacember, 470 prev1.ouoly unreported aortiee 

""re flcron over the Southwest Pacii"ic ana. J.!ore than 200 planes attacked tar-

geh on Halmahera, and """"' 120 heavy bomber• struck at airdromee and ehipping 

in the Philippin .. , Borneo and !lew Britain . Several Slll8ll veaoelo ""re ISWlk. 

Sixty-four enemy pl anes were destroyed. 'Ire loot eight. 

2. OperatiCDe report• confirm the capture of Palompon on north..,atern 

Leyte during the period ending at l$00, 25 Dacember. In t he samo period, our 

troops moving toward the Palaupon beachhead from t ho northeast were meeting 

opposition near Tipolo . J.!opping up continued elsewhere on Leyte, 

<n 26 Dacember, the US Eit:hth Arr:zy aaeumed combat reaponeibilit y for 

the Leyte-&toar area . 

J , On 2.3 and 24 Dacember , more than 150 llarine f ighters bombed enemy gun 

poeit iona and inetallat iona in tho llarshells. Our heavy b01:1bere attacked Chichi 

Jima on t he lat ter ~· 

During the ni ght 25 Dacember, about 25 Japanese pl anes attacked Saipan , 

destr oying one ~29 and damaging another probably beyond rep&ir. Four of t ho 

ane.zy' pl anes ""re shot down. 

EASTBR!I FliONT 

Nort.II'Qat of &dapeat on 26 Dac..,.ber, the Red Anny completed the city's 

encircl..,ent by driving north t o take Entergom on t he Danube t ime effecting & 

jllncti on with forces which had driven n at from t he Danube band. InMdiataly to 

the north , other Red Anny unite m&do alight gains . 

-4-
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DECLASSIFID 
OSD Le tter, 5-S-71 

Tho 65th Infantry Division was ordered !rOll Camp Shelby, L!isa., 

to the New York Port o! Embarkation for further movement overseas 

after 23 December 19LL. 

EUROPEAN TI!EATER 

1. During the 24-hour poriod to aunaet , 24 December, the Tactical 

Air Forces !1"" 4,192 sorties. More than 1 , 200 tons of bombs were 

dropped on rail bridges and cammni cation centers ouppl ying t he German 

ot.fensive . EneDzy" movements noar Koblent.J Cologne and DJren were attaekedJ 

and close support was given our ground troops in t he batt l e areas . 

] Fi!ty-!ive ene"')' aircraft were shot d"""; we lost 61 planes . 

On 2u December, 285 RAF heavy bombers att acked airfields at 

Essen and Dus seldorf with over 1 ,200 tone of ballbs . That night 201 more 

struck rail ya rds at Cologne and an airfield at Bonn. 'l'hirteen heavy 

boo:lbers are definitely reported ao having been lost d\lring these opera-

tiona . 

Although hampered by weather on 25 December, Ul9 escorted 8th 

Air f'orce heavy basbers attacked br i dges and communications in the rear 

of t he German offeneive . Forty-five enellzy' planes were shot down. Twelve 

o! our basbere and at least 13 fi@jltero are missing . 

IUr1ng the 24 hours ending at 0600, 24 December, one rocket fall 

in Ant'II'Ol'p and one !lying bomb landed in Liege. Eighteen rockets and 57 

!lying basbs fell in aroae near Ant werp and Liege . Four other !lying b<>llb 

were destroyed. 
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COD Lottor, ~-8-?1 

throe ~eh !ell in the London and Eeecx areao <bring the 

24-hour period onclin& at 0600, 2S Doe-er. there wre no n~ 

baobe owr England , 

2. By 1200 or 2S Doeeaber, the eituaUon on the Allied !rant north 

ot llonachau ..-ined relati \'ely unch.nged. 

~r !'irot A.nq wu cantl.mlina to hold !i.rmlJ' in the Wanochou 

area, and repul.Md a ..U COWlterattack ocutb or tho tom. To the 

west 'We ........ reeuting heavy preeeur<~ by the ~ in hil att ... pts to 

expand hie northern !lank. The mil Corps withdrew 1'ral the area north-

west or Vieloalm to occupy high grcund alOIII! a Uno running ooutbwest 

!r""' Stavelot . Woot ot ll&rche the VII Corpo woo holding a general Uno 

to a point throe mlloo oaot or Dinant. On thil lino heavy enanr pressure 

forced a withdrawal in tho sector north of Rochefort ""•re el....,nto of 

tho Corpo are iooleted. To the eaot ot Dinant wo m&de 0111all advMceo 

along a aix-Ue trent. 

Southoaat ot Dinant the Sri tiah XXX Cor~>~, el011ento of which are 

eatabliabed along the lleueo !rom Dinant to Oivot, gained ground and occupie 

poo1t1c:ns troa a point three mileo eaat of Dinant. to Ciorgnon , ten miles 

to the soutJleaat. 

On tho third A.nq front the dtuation in the Baetogne-lleutehatea" 

area otill J'Ollll.ined obecure , but a tr..,..nt&>T report ah""" that al ... ente 

ot the Vlli Corpe are patrolling in the area to the northwot or 1/eutcbate&J 

Farther to the out the III Corpo advanced in the oector north or Arlcn 

and the m Corpo ad'raftced lccal.l)- at oo.-.ral pointe north or Larrf!Jiboo>rg. 

-2-
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There """ ao substantial. change on the Seventh Army front, 

In Alaece a violent oneqy counterattack forced French troops 

to make a l ocal 'llithd.rawal. north of Munster. 

IIEDITERRAHEAN 'IREI.TER 

1 . Up to 1800 on 24 December, lightaro and f ighter bombers of the 

Tact ical Air Force destroyed 15 grounded enemy plaaes at an air<lr<>na north 

of Vicenza, deopita continuing bad weather whi ch limited sorties ~o 70, 

Weather al.ao prevented offensi ve operations of t he Coastal. .tir Force and 

limited Balkan aircraft to small-ecale attack& in lUgoolaVia. 

On 25 December, 498 escorted 15th Air Force heavy bG1:1ber e at tacked 

rail yards in Austria and synthetic oil plants at Brux, Oennany, Fourteen 

bombers and two !ightars are miaoirlg . 

2, !Alring the 18-bour period ending at 0600 on 25 December, winter 

conditione with heavy onowfall confiDed activity on the front of the 

Allied armi es to patrolling. 

ASIJ.TIC T!IE.\TBR 

1, !Alring the 22nd and 23rd of December tho Eaotnrn Air COIII!land 

flew more thaa 3,000 oorti oo of which about 1 , 100 were tactical . Heavy_ 

bombero otruck Tauagup with over 1$0 tons and oleo bombed tho rail yards 

at lloulmein. B-25'• hit supply dwcpo in Arakan, and continued their 

attacko on key railroad bridgeo. Figbtero and f ighter bombero hit variouo 

target• 1a the llandal~ area and on the Chindwin, Irrawadey and Solween 

River !ronta. 
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D!CLASSTFU:D 
OSV Lotter, ~-3-73 

2. Tho llsth Air Force new 122 additi onal sorties during 21-

2,3 December to atta.ck widespread targets in China, funoa and French 

!ndo-{:hina, A 175'-!oot naval vessel and a river staamer were 11\lllk 

at Jlnking and a destr oyer was hit at Hongkong . Twelve enemy aircraft 

were obot dmm and 12 additi onal daatroyed on the ground. We lost two 

planes . 

3. By 24 December, additional Cbineoe troops ""re eros• ing the 

I rrawadcy River at llode. Southwest of Kaths, Britieh trocps encountered 

a Japanese column 11, atilea eaot of Kawlin, but lost contact a.. the eneazy 

withdrew to the south. Other British were at Kokkogon, 12 miles southeast 

ot Kawlin. On the CllindWin front, the Bri tieh made contact with the 

&nell!¥ ten miles southeast of Pyingaing. British units on the Arakan 

coast occupied Donbaik without opposition. 

PACIFIC AND SOU'l'HIIEST PACIFIC '!'HEATERS 

1. llore th$11 400 additional sorti es were nown over the Philippines 

Balmaherao and other Sout~st Pacific areas during the period 22-24 Dec­

ember. Included W&$ a heavy bomber at tack on 24 December on Clo.rk Field, 

llanila. In all ope.rationo 22 Japanese planes and one largo aneoay nssel 

were daotroyed. We lost one fighter. 

2 . On 25' Deoembor, a battalion of the 77th Divis i on made an upllibious 

l andinfl on L8yte one mile north ot Palaopon, meeting slight resistance. 

<Alr forces actrancing trao tho northeast reached a point five miles fran 

Palompon. US troops in th8 Kananga-Tolibaw area ad:;anced nearly three 

-4 -....., 
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DULASSTF!E& 
OSD Lotto~, 6-3-72 

..Ueo wet en a broad l'r<lnt . lloppl..n« up continued 1n ot.be~ 11et.ora 

of Leyt.o . c-.un1~o of 26 Dec:..,bor roport.a t.b&t. PalOOlpon h&a been 

c:opt.ured and t.h&t. the Leyt.e eapaign a virtually over. 

J . Del qed ropo~ for nig)lt of 21- 22 Dec:•bor at.at.ea that three 

rec:onnaiaaanee-bombing B-29 ' • dropped 11 tone on Tokyo . 

F;i«htoro D.ttaekod Babelthuap on 23 Deeeoober, and a small number 

of B-24 '• ot.ruc:k lwo Jl..ma and Woleai. On 24 DeC*Iber, a coordinated 

attack wu aade upon I wo Jl..ma b;y our naval ou~faee un1 to and airera.tt 

1nclud1ng 8-~• o, B-24 ' e and f:l«ht oro. J. preliainary repo~ atatoa 

t.b&t our ohipa aank a Japaneaa deetroyer eec:o~, a patrol era.tt and a 

lan~ ahip; one srounded • """"l' plane .... destroyed . On the some day, 

f;i«bt.ere again att.ecked Babelthuap . 

lleaYy f:4!ht.1ns continued 1n Latvia vitbout. major ch&nse 1n the front 

during 25 December. Nort.hwos t of Budapest Sovilto reached tho Gran River 

on a broad front.. E><t.ending t heir salant be-n Leke Balaton and' 

Budapeet, Soviato han aciYaneed north vith1n e:l«ht ailoa or the Danube, 

and h&vo aade naller gaina to the west. / 
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ROROPIWI THEATER 

Dl!CLASSTJ'l'D 
OSD Lottor, ~-~-72 

1 . I>.lring the 24-hour period to sWtset, 2J December, the Tactical 

Air Forces flew 2,916 sorti es . Balbers dropped nea.rl.y &lO tons on 

cCI!IliUDication csnters and bridges behind tho lines of tho Oerman offensive, 

and fighters aupported our ground f orces in the battle area . At leaet 

102 one:uy planes nre shot down and nine others destroyed on the ground. 

Thirty-t..'>roe of our aircraft wore loat . 

Toot day, 151 RAF haavy bombers a truck at supply inatallations 

and troop concentrations at Trior; 22 others attacked Cologne rail yards. 

That ni ght, 81 llosquitoes attacked rail con tere nea.r Bonn and Koblenz. 

Three ene.11)' planes were dostroyod. Si:< RAF banbers and one Mosquit o 

.failed to rotu.rn . 

On 24 Dec'""ber, 2,075 8th Air Force heavy banbers, escorted by 

9ll fighters, were dispatched: about 1, 400 bombers attacked ten airdromes 

in tha Frankfurt. area and about 600 struck at communication and suppl y 

centers opposite the bulge of the German offeneive. This was the largest 

force ever dispatched from the United Kingdan on a single operation. 

Preliminary estimates reveal that of sa:.e 275 •'-Y aircraft encountered, 

71 were shot down; 39 o.f our bombers and nine f ighters are m:lo sing. 

In the 24-hour period ending at 0600, 23 De comber, two rockets 

and one tl.y1ng banb fell in Antwerp. sevanty-three other rockets and 

n y1ng banbs fell in areae near Antwerp and Liege. 

During tha 24- hour period ending at 0600, 24 December, or 50 

flying bombs laW>Obed against England, 32 crossed the coast. Several 
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1 !Ill Let tor, ~~-a.ie 

incidento ..,,.. l'eported in tho nol'tbom aidl&twio and oonral in 

the llancheotor area. Two rockets !all in a.land durin~ tb1e period. 

2. To noon, 24 Doe•bor, tbe Germane bad penetrated woat through 

our Aaehon-Lwtll:lbourg trent to within throe llliloo of tho llouso near 

Dinant, and !ru-ther to tho south reached a point ten 111los oou~1eaot 

or Givot. 

We continued to hold tho general lino llalme~-stavolot a;:ainst 

increasing proosure . Fr<a StllVolot to Vi eloalm tho XVIII Corpo' line 

• as at....,gt.h-d. Eut or llarcho tba VII and XVIII Corpa were fore<~d 

to oaalce ...U lfitbdran.lo in isolated aeetoro. Our VII Corpa """ in 

contact lfitb an ..,~ eol\Dil at Cinoy, apprexiaateq 12 alloo nortlnmst 

or Muehe and • aa lfithdralfing tr<c the area ooutbwoot o! llueho 'llhol'O 

eneocy- otrengtb •u increuing. 

On tbo oouthom fianl< or tbo oneocy-' a salient tho situation 1'0-

m&inod obscure botwoen Noufebataau and Baotogno. According to a eoamuniqu 

however, the enoar;y continued to exert hoa'f)' preasure aoutbwe&t o! tb.e 

latter town. To tbo out, tbo III and lll Corpe drove tho OJlOIIY nortb 

across a troot 'llh.icb extended fr<D aix aileo oout h of Baotogne t o tbo 

ueo iaoecli.atoly aoutb and aouth&a3t or Bcbtarnaeb. In tho eOiltor or 

tbio advance ov.r treopo bad roaebad a point appi'G>daatoly eight .Uea 
W«f-

nort~rMA or Diolc:l.rdl. 

In .Uoaoo tbo Firat French 1nq advanced • oro than a aile oo a 

ro\U'-ill1lo tront north of llunotor. 

There woro no oignitie&nt cbangoa on tho other tronta, 

- 2 -
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f. DJI!OLASSI1IIa; , '1 
J ~SD Letter, 6-8-7~ 

IIKDITERRANEAN TIIElTER 

1. turing the 24-bour period ending at 1800, 23 Dac..,ber, adverae 

weather prevented offenoive operation• of the Coa.stal and Balkan Air 

Forcea and limited tho Tactical Air Force to 507 sorti es. Attae>ks were 

made upon cOlll!lunications, prine>ipall.;r in the central Po Valley, and 

upon an airfield near llilan, where 14 grounded enemy planes were des-

tro;red, 'lllree enemy aircraft were shot down; we lost three fighters . 

2. In the 24 hours ending at noon, 21. Daeember, the Eighth Ano:Y'• 

Canadian Corpa 1118de local advances northeast of Fusignano improving its 

poeitione alons the Senio River. !lest of Bagnacavnllo, the Corps 

oonsolidated an area between previous gains to straighten two and 

one-half' miles of the Iront. Britieh troops made a local advaneo north-

east of Faenza "i&inst light opposition. West of Faenza, Polish troops, 

and British troops in the adjacent Fifth 4ney sector, continued to clear 

the area south of the Senio Riwr . Adverse weather prevailed throughout 

the period, 

ASIATIC TIIElTER 

1 , On 21 December, the Eutem Air COIDand !lew 1,236 sortiee, or 

which 623 were tactical. D.iring theee operatione 73 heavy bombers dropped 

236 toaa of bOIIIbs on Taunsup in tho l.argeot raid of he&'f7 bombers in this 

theater; other B-24 1a dropped 70 tone on the llartab&n doole area, and mediUD: 

bombers raided docks at Henaada. IJ.shter planee attacked traneportation, 

aupply dwopa and •'*'ll' poeitione alq the Burlaa !rcmta, We loot one fight 
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2 . ~ 21~2 O.C.ber, the ll.th Air Force tln l6o oor\.ies 

to attoolc wideapt"e&d tara•ta in oentnl and aoutharn China, the 

Salween fl"ont., cent.l"al 9Jrsa, and l"l"onch In~h1na . Six an~ 

plaDes ..,,.. daat.l"o,..d in the ilonakaq uea. We loat tht"ee !4htet"o. 

J . On 2) llec.bet' BM.t11h tl"OOpa adTancing aoutb o- Nankan 

eneountat"Od Japan••• fol"Ceo oenn ..Uu eaot ot Kawllo, 

1. l:Uring the period 21-2) Deceaber, • .,., 79J additional a i reratt. 

attackad tugeta in the Southweet Pacific 1.1"8&. llore than 400 ot these, 

including 68 heavy and nearly lJO aed11111 b001bere, etruck at airdr<lmea, 

ouppl1es and other tarseta on Halu.hera. Other aircraft, incl uding 

about 85 B-24 'a, attacked ai.rtielda in tile Fhllippinos. An enom;y 

fl"e4hter--transpert and a coaatal voaael were eunk and JS enemy planes 

destroyed, incl uding 20 in the llanlla area. 

2. By 2.3 December our trcopa on Leyte, eupperted b;y heavy artiller;y, 

reached a peint eaTen allea northout ot Palom)Xlll . llopping up continued 

in other ooct.ora . 

) . On 24 lleceaber, 2) B-29'• or tho XXI l!co!'ber C.-and attacked 

I wo Jiaa in an attack whioh wu eoordinatad with a eoheduled bcoibaro oent 
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L&ko Balat-on and fudapeat,, advonol.ng nort-h and reaching po.oitiona 

six llliles ""'t o! fudapeet. To t he north of Budapest the Sovi.ete 

j)\lahed their ealient nort lnoest to the Hron River, lrilUe to the eaat 

they oontirrued their advanoeeagainet the Gennan pocket. 
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!UROPE.\ll TII!U'!R 

/ . .J.O!J.-11.6 
OoD Lettor, 6-8-_13 

1. ~ the period to aunaet 22 O.ceaber, -U'Ier liait.d the 

Tactical .ur Foroeo to 458 aortiea . Aaong these a ore than 2SO planes 

attacked in support o! our ground !oroea in the battlo area . Six 

one=y planoo were ohot down; we l ost eight , 

ruring the night of 22-23 O.ce:nber, """"' 270 heavy banbere 

of the RU' attackod the railny centers o! Koblans and 8ingon. One 

ene=y aircraft waa dutroyad. Eight or the baabaro were lost . 

On 2.) Doc-.., 42l escorted 8th .ur Porco heavy baobero 

attacked ~ near Trier and a t Kaioerolautern, and baabed 

cCIIIIUnicatione w et o! ltoblens. Seventy {probahl.7 88) •'*0' aircra.tt 

118re ahot down . We loat tbnoe baobera and 13 !:lihtara. 

rurina the 36-hour period ending at 0600, 22 Ooc001ber, tour 

l'Ocketa and eloven !l71ng bod>a !ell in Antwerp. Ono flying bomb hit 

Liege. Fi vo rockota and 116 !lying bomba fell in areae near Antnrp 

and Lioge. 

2. By l200 o! 2.) Ooc.=ber, there wae no eigni!ioant chango co the 

Britieh or u.s. Ninth Ana;y !l'<lnta. 

tbo v, mn, and vu Corpo or our Firat Arrq wvo reaiet1ng 

heavy attack along the general line llal.aed;r-Sta~lot.-Vialaal.a11arebe 

in of torte to blook tho Geraan count.ro!!oneive/ llal.aod;y w aa in our 

hando, but Stavolot waa taken by the OOOIIIY attar a heavy attack/ We 

retook st01111001t, weat of Stavelot;/' The XVIII Corpa repulsed a atrOI"lg 

Oerman ot!ort to ol'oaa the Sal& Rival' botwaoo Stavalot and Vielaw. / 

hrtber wet, XVIII Corpa and YU Corpo unU~ ,..,,.. he&Yil.y ongaged in 

U'le area to the northeaat o! llarcbo, which waa in Gersan han do. / 
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South or ll&rebe, OD our !hir<l A.rti1Y front, penetratiGIUI ruched¥ 

the Yioillity or St. Hubert. and ...,re approacbinc lleutebetaau but the ,r 

nort.heut, The XII Corps waa boldill£ t1raly in the Echtamach area¥ 

Tbe IX Corpe nopulaed an attack near So.arlaut.om, 

Our Seventh Artrf¥ -• in contact with etrong oneey rorceo 1n 

tho general &rea north of Hagenau; a counterattack wae repuloed north 

of W61ooenbourg, but !&rt.ber nst "" made local withdrawals under 

etrong eneoey preosure. 

l(g!)ITE!!IWilWI THEUER 

1. n;u-1.ng the 24-bour period ending at 1800, 22 Doceaber, 16J 

mediua bombero ot t he Tactical Air Force attacked raU bridgu in the 

Po Valley, and 996 l~t.er planee attacked t.orgete in tho betUe .....,. 

and coaoun1oat1Clne ill the rear. Si.x r~htero were l oot. Among S2 

eorUeo, Balkan Air Force planee ""Pt roade 1n eouthorn lugoelaYie and 

baabed a reported exploeive motor boat position on t~e Adr1ot1o coaet. 

Weather pnovonted otrategic bomber operationo and continued. on 2J Decemb< 

to ground the l !)th Air Force, 

2. 117 1200 houre o! 2J De~r, t he Britieb t roopo ot the BJ.glrth 

J.nq bad ....S. add1t1onal gaille up to a aile em a rOW'-'aile tl"Clnt nort.b­

eut or Faenu. Canadian troops bad actnnced •ore thaD a aile nat to 

the line ot tbe River Sen1o an a two-.ue troot tlanlced on the nort.b by 

Bagnaoa•t.llo. 'lbeT alao -de a ..all actnnce to the Senio 111-..r nort.h­

eaa t ot J'woignano and held ott Gern>an ottorte to retake tho ground, 

South ot IIDola there were local gains in both the Eighth md us Filth 

Aray aecton. 

- 2-
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D!CLASSr?~ 
OSD Lo\ \ or, b-3-72 

1 . On 20 Doc-ber, the £anarn .ur c....,d flew l,SJ) eortiea 

o! wh.1ch liJO wve tactical . Principal targeta "" the ~ r&ll 

yarda, cOIIIII\Ilde>ationa and auJ>Pl1 clumps between llanclalOT and ~~N~o~o, and 

Jape.ness installa Uona on the Chind!rin and .lral<an !l'ont.a. 

2. By 21 Deo•ber , heavy fighting was reported two miles weat a! 

Hoohih. There and 1n the Wwo1ng area the Japanese .. re reportad to 

be digging in . 

8y 22 lleoe.ber, Allied troopa roacbed a point en the eaat b&nJc 

of the Irrawa~ River 24 ..Ues aoutb of Xat.ha and on tl'lll weet bank 

occupied T!Qain&, e1g:ht ailes farther eout.b. 8oth a.,....,cee ... re un-

oppoeed. iaat of the Cbind!rin Rl.ver, llritieh troope lllOved south to 

occupy 1'111>1&1nc, )4 ..Uos east of Xalew&. Patrols 18 •1los northeast 

o! Pyinga~ ! ound no en8111)'. On tbe ho.ken front eouth o! &.thidaUXIg, 

Britieh troops occupied ~zon and lndin without contaot. South of 

Palotwa, ot bM- troops occupied an area from eight a1ll8 saet to twelve 

..Uos northeut. or !l)'aulctaw. 

PACIFIC ~ SOUTHIEST PACIFIC THEUEilS 

1 . ~ the period 20-22 Dec•ber, ,,.,,... than 1.60 add.1t1Cil1Al. 

eartieo WIOre tlOWD. Hearleet of the a ttaclcs ..,... againat airdraoee 

1n the l'b111pp1Me , with 100ro tban lJ,O boao:r b<abero and 100 ligbtar 

pl&llAio participatina. Two ahipe were wnk north ot Bomeo. J. total 

of 82 eMilY planeo ,.... dootl'o7wd 1nclud1na an utl.matad $() on the ground 

at Clark P'ield. 

-) -
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2. By lSOO, 22 Decnber, Ollr t.roopa on !Ayte had cleared the 

~h ground aouth ot Tolibn, oapturinc lerge qllantitioa or equipcent. 

In the K&nanga uea, •• l .,.nched an attack toward Pal"""""' and reached 

the town o t ~. lilortheaet or Onooc aoppine up continu.ed, and 

&rOWld .t.nu all et\<IIQ' redetanoe wu reported broken. 

) , (b 20 Deco.ber, ll&rille eircralt attacked Rota, Iap, and 

ahipping at Sonaorol ( aboo>t 15'0 ...Uee eouthlr .. t ot the Palau a ) . In 

21 Doee=ber, udioa bclal>OMI .. t tire to a luge carr;o Teasel in the 

Bonin Ialanda area. 

I'Urther report ot the 22 Deceaber &-29 attack on Nagoya atatee 

that I.B bootbere dropped l)O tone. There """' 400 encounter. nth 

Japanese interceptor•. Sloven (prohebly )l) en•y eircralt """' 

deotroyed . One bootber 11'&8 l0<1t by en811Q' action and another t o unknown 

cauaeo prior to reaching the t&rget. 

EASTERN PflONT 

tb 2) December, strong Oeman countuattecko on the Latvian front 

l imited the Sovieta to local ga1na . Hortheaet ot Budapeet, Soviet 

troopa made turtber advancea asainat the Oerun pocket, 11'hile north of 

the llozlube bend they drove ..... t acainat strong reoietanee, reaching the 

Ipoly River on a ~e tron~ 1\e.,....cl attaclca in the area be-

&dapeot and Lake Balaton achieYad Clll.7 local gaine. 
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Ji!:CLA3n:rtiXb 
OBD Lo•tor, 5-S~JJ 

1. IW-ing the 24 houra ending at lnllUiot, 21 December, weat her 

ogaiD prevented t ho Tactical Air Forces troa operating in strength 

against tho German count er-otrensive. Sorties totalled 171, those 

1D close support of ground f orces being l imit ed to 46, Which were 

flown tor our Seventh A.'l'ftly. 

Although grounded by wvathor earlier in tho cleo', 94 heavy 

bombers of tho RAF att acked troops, supplies and comorxnicationa at 

Trl.ar on 21 Dece10ber, dropping 441 tons ot bombs. That night 206 

heavy bomber s st ruck at a synthetic oil plant near Stett in, 121 at 

re1l yard.o 1n Cologne, and 97 at Bonn. 'lh1rty-t hr•llooqu1toes part-

1c1pated. Sight heavy banbers and one llosquito were lost. 

Weather grounded tho 8th .Ur Force on 22 Deeollbor . 

ln t he 24 hours ending at 0600 , 22 December, three rockete 

!ell in the London and Essex areas. 

2. A.o of 21 December, our First and Ninth Armies were assigned 

!or oporational command to t he Twenty- first ~ Group (Northern A.'l'ftly 

Group) which hithe rto has been co-posed only ot tho Second Britl.ah anc 

Firat Canadian Ar!Ueo. '!he Twenty-first Arf1l/f Group aesumed responsi­

bility for tho oootor south to the general l ine Givet (Franco)-Prum 

{ 0.. l"'lally) • 

liY 1200 hours of 22 Decmbor, there was no s1gn1!1cant change 

on tho battle tront north of IW-on . 

-1-
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,. v Colli• or tbe Firat .i.nQ' .aintained a . podtiona in 

tbe llonecbeu .,. .. and waa C<lllt.aining t.be ..,.....,, 1 ll&llent to tbe north 

along the line llo.l.mecl)r-stavalot, cleapite baa.,- en"7 attacks. Tbe 

XVIII Colli• continued to bold a line eoutlnreet or Stevalot. The eoay 

hAs mado progreeo toward linking his drive in the Stavelot-Vielealm 

area wit h the colwm headed northwest fraa Baatogne, Pocketed in 

between are two XVIIl Collie divisions which ware forced C'rom St. Vit.b 

and virtual.lJ sUl'rOUI'Ided in the area east or Via.le..:U. . To t.ba """t, 

Gerwan el-nte are in Laroche and seven ..Uoe northwest. Laet reports 

ahaw a conaiderable eouthem .nen..1on or tbe O.noan driYe through 

central L"l•ul>ourJ but atate the III Corpe of our Thi rd A.nq 1a a tt.ack­

ing to the northeaat along a line J.rlan-I.wtOOibCJUrs and haa adnnced 

t.bne to four ao.llas. Tbie Corps """ recently withdrawn C'raa t ho llets 

area. 

There wae no aienificant chango on our Seventh Army C'ront or 

in .Ueace, 

I 

1 . !)Iring the 244lonr period ending at 1800, 21 Deceaber, J2S 

Tactical llr Force aortiea were nown in ecatinuing actreroe wat.ber 

acainat teraete in the battle area and e-.noationa in northern 

It.aq. fiolhtere o! tbe Coutal llr Forca nnk a lCIO-!oot ...... el in 

the Oul! or Tri .. te. Inolucled in S4 Balkan Ur Force eortiee were 

harautns a ttaoke on O.noan oolUIIIlo nortbeaet or Podgoriea in southern 

- 2-
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Yugoal&v1a. tbirty-<our ... d1.WII - .... or tho Strategic Air forces 

to Greece . 

Weather prev.nted orfensi vo operati ono by tha l Sth Air Force 

on 22 Ooc..,.her . 

2 . By 1200 houra or 22 DeoOillber, Br1t1ah t roops ot t he l>i8)lt h 

.U.V had adv&noad up to t wo ailoa on a throo ... ilo tront to tho north­

east ot Foanaa and Canadi.an troops &d'f8nced looall7 aut ot P'Uoignano . 

J.ctiY1t7 on the Fi!th A.rrrf3 !r«<t was ocntinod to patrolli.J18. 

ASIATIC T!l:ur.:R 

l . ~ 19 Doce:ober, the Eutem Air Cooca.nd n ew 1,)94 aorties, 

of which 494 we re t.eotical. Tweney-tllree heavy b<llllboro att.eclca d ~. 

Li ghter planes s truck at coamunicat ions along tha l'ail line !t-au Sh .. bc 

to Luhio; attaclcsd supply dumpo, airfi elds and river tr.ttic north and 

s outh o! llandal~ and on the Arokan coaot; and aloo aupportec! Allied 

ground operationo. 

2. 1tr 21 DoC&IObar, Britiob troops had exteadad their gains batween 

the Irrawaddy and Chindwin R1TOl'll . Patrolo reached an area .)0 ailea 

oouth of Inda1r without ~ contact, wbila troope who had a c!Yanced to 

J'at rols were 20 

llil.eo aut or Kalawa without opposition. • 

- )-
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PACIFIC 4ll1l SOlJTI!'IIEST PACIFIC TIIE.!.TERS 

1 . ~bring tho period 19- 21 Docuober ooro than .)80 additional 

oortieo nre !lawn. Auatralian-buod heavy b¢D.bera att.&cked tho 

llalang airdr<looo on Java and Allied medium banoors aank a troop-laden 

tracopert in t he Banda Sea . Bamber and f1ghtar attacks continued 

against airtieldo , ou~ dlmps , and shipping. Twel ve enemy planes 

were ~ot clowl. 

2. By 1500 of 21 December, our forces on Leyte had captured 

Kananga against datarmined reaistanoo. Thoro wss strong oppesit.ion 

to our o.ttack aouth fr<llll the Tolibaw area. other el ements o&ptured 

Dolores, while south and eas t of Orm.oc, moppin8 up continued . 

J . D.!ring the period 19-21 Decsmber, storage areas at Babel t hua.p, 

inatallati ono at Wotje and on airfield at Pagan were banood and strafed 

by our fighters. 

en 22 December the Snvieta made further actvancea toward reducing 

the German pocket northeast of Budapest. It wao repertod that the 

Red Anay baa l&uncbed an offensive in Latvi&. 

-4-
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OSD Lotte~, 5-8-fa 

Taet1~nl A1r Forcne to l? aorties . !nat nir,ht nnt ~l ~ce. bPr, weather 

eont.lnu~'>•l to ~rounrt t.ne tt~ Air Force tli'Id t~ft RA.F • 

.fel 1r. ~· !lnti . 

2. 8y .J2l) or 22 Dece-.ber there •ad t~"n no al·nHL·..,~ chluve or, 

the Briti•h or I:S Ninth A."ff'.;, fronts . 

Our r1rn and Third Amies continuoc.l to m•ot th• ohock of the 

Cer.nan countt~~roffoneiv~ aimea at enst-ern "Pe-t iul"l ·md thrOUi1Jl northern 

Luxe!""bo Ir"' . On the noM.n nank of t.he northen1 tnruat. tl e V Corps was 

hol i~n,r J'irr.ly in th• l!c-nschau area and ref'Ulstnr. att.aclc1 ccm1nc from 

the soct.t1. ~,~. and ~t.avelot were baing he!ct ll&tnat cor.tir:uous 

the ().arthe River but. were rreetf.nt; :~tron!J .reshtance frort" r.ne of our 

amo.red divia{ons . Oenr.an efforts to widen this aaliflllnt southward wore 

boine, chocked o.lon~ a line runnin~ fran Violollm 1:.0 S~ . Vith ru1d thence 

- l -
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south to Pur ... Reul•uad . In t.he eout.httrn aU ent tne enet1y w·•s exertir.g 

intantr,y c~~centr tions ~1cn •er~ tannin~ 0. ~or~h and ~outh or th• 

city . "n:e ;~~ ~ LAd.o lbir,ed alzla nort ,. !lt. Cl! ~~ ne to the 

vicin:.ty of Cherain, antJ , e.Qat. ot Dast.o·ne, ex-tended the salier:t. t.o Wiltz . 

Oth_.t- dlvis l r.!'t of the ':"hird Ar:y t\av.- cleare'i 0:!.11 in--~n north 

nortrrwest. of We1s .. enhur• nnd ... pulsed a counterattack norti" of tnat city·. 

In .Usac,., A...,_erlcan troops ot th., First f'r,.nch Any ma.ae :oca.l 

~ains no~th of CoL~~r, hnd French troops mado saw.e pr~rress fbrther to 

the weat. . 

LlEDITERRA:-rEAN TH&\ Tr:R 

l. Durin,• tho 211-hOUr 1-0riod en<lin1; ut ldW, 2U Docernber, the 

Tactical Air Forcoo rlow 2()1, •orties ao•pit• bad '""nther . A rail cut 

1f3.9 !)cored N. the ~(.'lnr.or Pass linft ouril'\l' •tt.ac~ta W'hieh also covered 

tho Po ·:a11ey t111d hat' lo ar•a. The a..lk&n Air l'orco flew ?6 sorti<>S, 

'lllinly aoainst road tr&Nport&tion in Yu.•oalaviM. r.e lost two planes . 

lbirty- eij;nt JtOdiUll bmbere of the Str&to •ic Air Force also struc< at 

road t.ranaportRUOn In 'fu~oal&'fi&, whi • .)9 ~aavy bocbers n .... supply 

missions t.o Greece . 

On 21 Docmber, 9o eecortad Hth Air force h•av;r bod:ers dro;>i"'d 

197 tons of bco:l s on raU yarda t MoanholJ:I (Ge,.,&rlrl . lie loot one 

batber. 
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tr.e bank a of t~!! ~nio ~ -!", !"O!"C!.n.. t!\fll .. t tnr.ent or G"r:ran forces 

weakened b"/ CO'Jnt'!r&ttJ\Cka t.he previous nay. SCMJt.h or the city they 

t.-he iJLlnone nnri ~enio .livers , British troops advanced u hrtlf rt.ile on a 

three-mile front . 

ASIATIC THE.A~".R 

J6 -:?9 ' s d.roppe ll.t. t.ons or ~· on the "anch'IJ ... i& aircraft plant., 

enemy plo.nes W"'re des troyed. We lost two bor: hertl . 

2 . l~th Air rorce reports coverin ... l7 offensive eorti+'!o on 1~ Dec -

e~bcr con-t'i.m the dA.'IIU!lO to Pnemy shipp:.n.t! !fond a.irc1•aft at Ho.nkow reportec 

yesterdAy ~~ conr1uniq o . 

J . East. of l.ho lrranddy, Chine:u! troops adv IJ'I.einp aot1t.hea.!~ J""!-OCI 

aha: o were ll ~tlo• nort.~est c! Naa.~ by 20 :>ece-t.,er . ln an a :i".r3Jlce 

SC" t. .wo~· alan.· the ra.L.road were 1$ illes to t.he nor'.hoaet. Farther 

south, British units extended their movements eastward from the Chindwin 

River . 

lly 20 llecombor, 1n southern China , hoavy J'ip,ht1nr. , hampered 

by ttnow atld :severe waather, W!lS in P~""reas around lfochih . t~ .. a •t:"ment:s 
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1 . I>Jr1n • h"' t'l!:rion 17- v r.--ce"'\"ftl"'1 !'!!Ore th&.n S6o ad11t1onal 

sortl.e9 wor~ flown 8r,o.1nst. t.arrets throu:rilout tho at"f'n ; pri.nci pal 

strikes by hou.vy homhers were A""aim•t. ~tlrdrontts on PMay, Uog:ros and 

sout.hern 1-linda.nao, wh.Ue lL..,htcr planes al~o struck ajrdror:~os and 

attacked shipp!.nt; . A •odium frei;',hter wn• o ~ afir· off l:indoro and 

21 ene!"1y plJit es 1'1 Tit oestroyeo.; we los~ fi \ ~ . 

ani:1st. possible .. tt.ack . On le}"'~e, our troot-s actv ..r.-: ~· towa...-d each 

other along the Omoc - PirVt'1opoan road, made ecnt.!'lc":. . 't't1ere was hear.r 

J . On l'/ Oocembor, l'nc1fic Ocean Area 1l- 24 ' o droppou 112 tons of 

bo:nbs on atrfield instnllations at Iwo Jilna. That SL~o tla;· oth ·r 3-24 ' s 

attack•d «oloai . F1 h~er• raided Yap and Babel•hunr . 

In tho 18 D>c.,ber B- 29 mis,ion , lou tone of boo:bs were dropped 

on thP llitaubian1 alrcra.''t plant &t ::as:oya. Two (proba'>ly ei•ht) ene"Y 

planes w•re shot down . One B-29 """ ditche:l, Gne crashed at Sdp&n, 

and two are ll11~ in,. . 

On 19 DPcembcr, B- 24 ' s resumed th~ir attacks on Iwo Jima air-

field arou, droppl.n.! ll~ tons; fighters over the eMetsrgct shot down 

ten enomy plnnes and deatroyod another on the gro11nd. 

- L -
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east or B.Jdapest., and Soviet. t.ro >P=' adv}.l'lc:ed t~n t.o .. • : ... ·•s . At the 

' 
Danube bflnd, the boviftt& Rdvn.ncttd five miles we,t .. alent' t.nf" non.h bank 

of the river. 
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1 . llirinn tho 21,~ nours cndin"': at. sunset, 19 Oecenber , the Tactical 

Air Forces J~ew 784 sorL1eo, mainly over the battle area• . Fifteen 

Pneny planes wez·e shot do'f'l11; we lost e~ht . 

Durin::- the 2L hours ending at Ot(J(J on 20 DecembPr, four rockets 

fell in Essex and the London aroa . 

Durin& the 2u-hour period ~ndin& at 180V on 19 December, one 

flyJ.nr bomb !'ell in Liece and lL boobs and two rockets in arenn •urround-

ing Lie~e and Antwerp . 

2 . 8y 1200 of 20 Oecerr.ber , there To'ere no sU;:nifica."lt chan~es on t.he 

~·itish or US Ninth Army fronts . 

In the counteroffensive on our First. Anny front. , t.he enemy w&.a 

att..,pting to widen and deepen the salient of his northem thrust, but 

it.s impetus had been !Slowed down . Units of tho 1f Cot-po were rcs~!ting 

heavy pressure south of IJonschnu and alon~ tho northel"rl ocJce of the salient . 

Wo !:'!aCe a one-mile withdrawal went of \'lirtzfcld to better defensive positions 

An at.~ck by JU enemy tanks made sane progress in this e.rea1 but generally 

our line was fim. The V Cor ps also continued to hold St6velot against 

heavy attack 1'rcrn t.ho southwcstj farther wel!lt, the enemy held St.oumont. . 

Eloffients of thg XVIII Corps have checked the penetr ation to the west and 

ro~ainod sO!lle gr ound south or Stowr.ont, while the VIII Corps continued 

co hold St . V1th, preventing the widening of the salient to the •outh. 

In the southern salient tho enemy was still increasing his ponetraticno 

we$t,.,·a.rd, particularly in the Basto~e ares . The situation there remained 

- 1 -... ..... ...... 
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nuia , but no coordinated bruk- <hrouvh had dl-voloped . ACIY&nce 

ene~ el~ents hnd cut the Ba~to~e-Arlon road. 

There •11.~ no ai,.;n! . ..flcant. cruu ... re on t.he Third 1\.nny fron:. . 

The XV Cor·r• of our Seventh Axny conttnu•d to attAck and 

ll'.ade local pro1•ro•• northwos< of Bitsch. Tho VI Corps wude enalJ :nins 

in heavy f4:ht1:ar north of Weissenbun• . 

In Al~ •ce, All:er·ican troops of tho first fl'eneh Anny continued 

to ac!v..,ce slowly to within t wo and one-hal! .,11•• or ColJocar . French 

l . Durir~"' t.~ 24 hours ending at. leo., , 19 Oecamtor, adverse P.ather 

lil!ited the Tnetico... ili F'orce to 109 sortiee . The Balkan Air •orco , 

durinr 123 sortico, nttncl:cd iert'cts 1n south•rn Yuroolavia. Three 

Ci~hterv are mie•tn· . 

On 19 ~co~bcr, SJ boobers of the l~th Air Fol'Ce attae<ed 

Sara~~evo r&il yazoda und roads 1n southern Yuroalavia . On ~ December, 

522 ucortad l.eavy l<JOI><>r• struck at oil plar.ts at Mcensbur.; (southcre 

~n:.ar.v) , the Si<oaa "ork• a..t H.lsen, and rail yards •t Linz, salzbur ... , 

and Vil uch in Aoatria . Fifteen b<>Dben: and two righter·• are r:iso1n~ . 

2 . fb' -<W ot 20 D!tce:nber, the <.ifhth Army had cl•ared the area 

north or Faenza from the river Senio, three miles northwset of the city, 

to the village or konco1 two ~iles to the northeast. Farther northeast, 

canadian troops attaekod north of Bagnacnvallo , but •trong counterattacks 

- 2 -
II • • • - - • 



• • : 
~ 
• 
~ 

--
t 

• 

r 

N. BURMA 

• • • to .. 
- ~--tt •'-" N[ AS OF 19 
-- li N[ A" O[ C ~ or 20 

• 

• r , 
~ ..... r., . ~ . 
~ ~~~~ 

/ , L . . 



• 

.. . 
_,.. "!*""* 

St111T N C it I NA • c. 

' + 

• + 

• c • ,, 

• 

( 

CHIN A 

.. - -I 

K&.ll 01 WiltS 
-I -I 



fbi 61 I&! 
t· 1!7rl.l., 
liD l ot\o~, L-·-· 

force d tho"' bacl: •o t.hoir orl;.IJ1al poe1Llc•·• ex<orL for a lil:>ited 

I"'Bir aout.heli.st. of Ftu11 T.llr.O . Activity on t.he fifth Ar=.y front was 

ccr.fined to patrol!tn~ . 

J . A5 of lo : .. ee:.t-er, L1~ !.•nu.:. t;ereral L c!tor. Y. Truscott 

a:~sw:~d corrA.r.d of t.t.e f1!th AMy. 

Urcraft plar.L aL llukd•n Or. 21 Dece,ber . line 0- 29 '< !l<r.bo<l alterna•e 

2 . 011 18 Decnrbor, tile r;anem Air C0111'•1\1•rl !'lrw a tctal of 1 , 773 

area and Ptlpported "'round op rut.i(lufi on t.he I rr11.wnddy front . !.~odium 

bc.mbers destroyed two rAilrond brid, .. oe. t~cuth o! Shwebo and attac~·ed other 

railrcttd tnr •et.r t.hroiwhout. cont2·oJ Md eout.hem Aurna . 

J , On 1e O.,cenbor, th• lLth Alr !'orco fl•w 2bl ''l.·h•rr and b""c•~ 

sorties, lnc1u<iiJ1;, 212 l.n the raid on Hankow repo1·ted yesterday . ':'he 

total of enemy plar.ef dl!st.roy' .j in this at.t.ack hae bPen rait>ed to L2 

(pronably oo) . Fo.1r .fitrht.ere faUod t.o n-; .. um frcv Ha.nkaw, and one 

!'~hter na loet elsewt ere . A CCft'lunique r f"'rt.S that on 19 Dee.e"'lbot' 

!iJ>:hter bc:a flro sank a larv.a J•PN·••• tarJt•r and rrobably aar.k a dl!etrt""er 

and two ld.l"f"'e !Tei;.'ht.era at :Hon'"kcng. Five ensy plar:et were dest!"C'Yed 

- ) -



• 
• • r • .. 

I' J ~ I r t ~ , 0. OCC,tlt 

NETHERLANDS 1 N 01 E S 

<V' 
• 

. '.'8/ 

,.Jt.. ...... .. 
)"--·· 

~ ..... 

..., ... ~ 
( ., 
~ 

'"' ' "' •. en 
, H 

"'"' ~..a 
I .: 



, 1 ~ . ,cJi 
J . 

·-• 

'· 



lUI SEE -
\,"'·'l.J.~SI1ID 

SL ~ettor. 6-S· ?2 

4 . 3y 19 [.-ce:z~t-er <'n the ....rrawaddy f'r,._r.t., tfi'O lrit.ieh co.!1:1:na 

to oints 15 &I <1 20 n::Uee e:ou:.n ... •tt. Of t;RD& . On the .;h!.r.dw _n front , 

anot!w'r flritlsh eolunm had e~.dvanced sout11 to a point. JU rr:11e~ dl...c 

eas~ of KL!cwa . On tho Arn.<an from, llritiah troops "ovlnr southeast 

from Buth1 MUIH' occupied Y.indaun' . ::o q>pos1t1.on wa• ropo1·Led to any 

of theae r,'!Ovee . 

PACl!lC IJI:l SOL-Ic'li':!:ST fAClflC TliEATL.~ 

1 . Per !l\f! pt~~ri.c., 16-19 !iec~ber, ncnt than 67V adCitiC;nal sor:.ies 

were ~ported. At.t.acks were a:.ade: on .Japane:f' air 1r et.nl.lat'on~ or: 

on sr.irpir: ·, b cct\~t.lll vesse.~.. waE left sir.Y.inr.: , a !ll"'..a.l frei 'htrr was 

set a!irfl , nnd a lf.od.ium frei·ht.er was dar.nred, rtl ir& th,_ tJniliprine 

area . .to loot Lhr~• 1'1P,hters . Our gr ound OJ'Id PT boat fire •hot dawn 

2 . lne v· •reund action on !..indoro was reponed as nil fl'Ocl l7 to 

-9 Cece,....r . 

9y 19 Decellbor, on Leyt.e, the 71th Dtviaion had advanced fron 

Vnleneia Md en; tu rod Libon•ao, while the ls~ Caval!")' Division, 10oY1n• 

south !ron Tol1baw, captured Lonoy. In the L~on-Tolibaw area, resistanct 

wns deereaeir'l,\1 . Southeast of Omoc our attaeka conttnmtd i n tho Anns 

area and our !ot·oeo thor. were being reinforced . 

) . On 19 Oocenber, 167 !Jarine plMos struck Oll ot loland in 
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l.laloel&.p Atoll , droppin• 296 fi z·e b""'l>• 'n ud ition to hi -h explosives . 

'I'hrec planes wet'f!: lost . 

On 2<.J OecembPr, ~ovict forces continueo to narrow the ienran pocket 

northeast of Buda:pPst . 

WESTEHll IIEJ.:ISP!~RE 

&f£ective l January l9uS , the :;outtem Defense Comand will be 

abol1ohed and its functions absorbed by the ~stern Defense Coaoand, 

which will cooprise th~ continental United Stat~~ les~ ~he states of 

\Ya!l'tinr;tor:, C.U.ifo:rni:.:t, Ore,..· n, NevadJ, l!tah, Arizona , ront.ana and 

ldal10 . 
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1 . A review cr t.t.e reriod frCI:1 2'0 Cct'-'ll'J" "O 17 Deco-u:~r t:hows 

~hat .6 flyir.-t bootb" and Sd roc e•• !ell 1n thn Ant~erp port B.r<'a . 

':"ae:M.y shi~ bertl.s , rtr. e-lectric pc .. er st.e.• .. 1c.n 1 ar.d. t.t.e t~le;:-hcr.e ~x-

ehanr:e su.ffered d&.."lat!u • Thu J:O'IIer and t.eol,.J:"hcr..e tacllit.ies nave C<Den 

repair•d, 81.~ ..... da.-.A~;e •o tt.e ot\1p b<>rt.I>S hao not ..tfected tne d!scllarge 

of c;or•o. Ao of 19 Dece~her, s1x ~ tentS ahlps can be accept.e<i daily . 

On !6 :Jec8111 er, 2JS bth .Ur Force bar.t:ors struck at. Gem= rail 

yardo , princ!pall:f at. Stuttr.art . On 17 :Jece-b<>r, "•ath•r forced car.cell-

ation of operation& . ()pflra.t:.ions of 18 D-cent:cr were reported yesterda..v. 

at.t.aci!'eo raU yard!' at. Ehran,; .. (Trier arPn) and srveu railroad ,1unctions 

west of Koblon• vital to tho supply of at.t.ook1M ('"'"""" ~round force• . 

Preliminary reportft state t.hnt. t.hrefl' ennmy aircraft were destro,ved . Tr.·o 

of our boobor.s and three tight.ertl are n1insim• . 

!Alril'4 the ni;•nt. of l~-19 D!lcember, H.U heavy !Jat!Jcrs dropped 615 

tons on ehippirw at. 1ctvn1a . l"ift.y-two Woaqui t.oed at.t.acked !;urn b-on• and 

Uunflt.er • 

.Ur rorcea ne,, l , 792 aort.1 .. , prir.c1pally over ~ha battle area. !lore 

than ~ vehicle•, includ!ro~~ 7S &nllOI·ed t)"f'" . were <ieatroy.-d, and 47 eneey 

planes •ere shot dcnrn . lie lon 18 planes . 

Three roe;. eta fell alent; the ... at C• at of England durinG tiM! 

24-hour period endin& at o60o, 19 Daceoher. 

- l -
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J:Uriu t...,e ~ ree•din• 24 hourr , four rc.eketo lanced in Antwerp 

ana nir.e in tt.e surround in~ ar"a . keported tlyir.g bombs wer~ : f1 ~ 1n 

the British or lS !:int.t: NT-Y front.s . 

Aacren and Luxr.bour hd ~ve!oped in rr• a~ atrcr~h by .U ..eecrber and 

penet..ratea ()Ur is~:! in t..•O r..ajor ~nast.t , t.l.e more r ort.hen: of which 

broke t.hrou;h cr: a lt-c.Ue rront. north of St. . V1t.h o.r:.d h s renctrated 

~o a point eipht miles ~st. of Stavelot., (this point ls Jo -iles wert 

of tne 17 Dece'!lber front) . Ttle :t('l•ltht-rn thrust , throur,h northern Luxemba 

broke thro'"'h on a ten..,Ue fr<>nt too dopth ot' !7 111lleo, reaching the 

t o.,n of Bn:;toMlo. !:icveruJ of ou r unit.s hovt' beer1 cut. off . Other eneny 

ntto.cks northeust. nnd !'lout.hc«6t. or J.'onschnu hnvr- he~>n repuls~d. West 

of Echte-rnac~ the enemy pretttml"f' forcRd us t.o v.\thdraw up to t wo mil"s 

on a sevnn-r.~Ue front . On the north"rn !'lank or the First Arm:r sector 

our troop!' d!·n\'d to t.he Hcor li.iv<'r at. tho west.ern outskirts of Du..-en , 

att.er advr.ncin;" approxl.nately a mile on a rour..,.Ue front . llortheast 

o!' t.•onschau, nPar Kest..ern1ch1 t.wo count.erMttacl.s .... ere ropuls~d. 

On 18 :leee,ber, t.he 111lrd AM:! ~~~&de loca! ,:~ins ~o u:o rorth>rest 

ll!:d ~o the east or S&arv.e::rund. 

On the :.Oventll Arrrllf front , tho XV Corps """ en,:a-ed in &tit~ 

fl.gh~ir..; !n ita at tack near 1!1t.eeh . ':'he VI Corpa advanced ~P to tt ree 

llli.les alcnv a 20-<0Ue front in 1.1' ... ~one bet.r.een La~terburg and ll'eissenbur 

West. of WeieFenbul"!'! , the Lattter f.i\'e r was croared a;:air.at. very 8t.itt 

resistance . 

~•s•i .. l!Jii•n"'::•t 
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all•• r.or..hweat or Col.Jiar. On 18 !Jece~ber, aavan~u were mac:AJ north or 

L'unst.er, and a counterattack r.a.s rl"P\ll&fl'd nor.hwtet. or Thann . 

l.!EDIT£fd<Af, 'Af, Til' ATW 

l. ~rlnr ~Ito 2L - hour per iod encin• at 1600, 18 lleCPI'lber, weather 

""" adversf' . Tho 'l':,ctical Air r'orce flew 1°0 oortio" ; the Balkan Air 

Force fl~w 1.'7. 

On tt.at dat.e , the l~th Air Force dropo ed 91 tor.r of bocbs on 

oC re-!1rer1es at. n echhwrrer- ar.d on ra.i! yE.r'd.!l M. ~ser:hc:a- 1 ~prcr.., 

2. fly l2W hO\lr< of 19 Deceu:ber, the Eirhn. A.rey hnd followed 

lenr.o.n wi thdrownle t.hrou •h the northern out:skiri.:J or raonza and nad 

!)U!!hed patrole a mile north to Silvestro. There wae: v1Porou5 patrol 

activity on the ~irhth Army f ront to the west of Fnonta . There , and ale 

tht~~ e&~itern ~ 1 ~'t.h Al'ny front seven.L small .~taina wc2-e made . 

ASIA'!'IC 'l'HUTt:R 

~ . Detailed re.>art.s or UJe 19 llecenber op<'r&tiono of the 20th ilccl­

Coorancl nate that 17 J-29 ' t dropped 55 tons on <nura; •J clropOf!cl u2 

tons on ShanRttai; two dropped six tons at Nanld.J\~; two wert unable to 

bomb, ano r;wo Are mieain•· . Five eneey airct-att wtH·e deat.royed. 

2 . Durl.ng 17 December , tbe Eastern Air Com.nnd flow l , L39 sorties 

of >which )S7 wont tactical . Ta,.,ets included supply dll"p~ in southern 

- J -
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t.inui.n.t bad weo.t!HJr G.eV~ oS adcitional tactical aot-tien . Comuniques 

roport. t.hat. on 18 Oecer'r:er , a forn:at.ior of escort.od -2L 1 s , composed 

of mor·o than XXJ planoP , otruck ·rankow in coordJnation wlth the P-29 

nttaek that day; 18 en~~ airer&-"t were deotroved . 

4 . Llaiocr; reported on 16 "'''"'"l>er tlut Chir•~o troop• or.t~red 

Hoehih . 

Ry 16 fcc:c::-er, Brit.is.'1 trocp!l had artv:t.r.~,.rJ unoppo~ed ~ast o! 

the Chindwin River to wi~hlr. 12 lllil•s or "''nth • 

P4~IFIC Ar:O SOt"l'lr/105~ f.\CIFIC TIL':ATi:..S 

1 . f!ore t.han 2SU previout~ly unreporteo sorticn wer& !'lonn dunnr 

the p ·r!od 11>•16 Dneol'lbc r in the Soutlnrest eneific Area. Thirty-eight 

enercy- pl&neft 'fJOJ'O 8hot down . We lost one fipht.or . 

2 . No oporatiGJ.& reports wo:re r-eceived coverinr tht' Philip;. ine 

groun"' action, but. a Co-:cuniQ\i.e dated 20 Dece.~ er at.a•ea that on Le;r...e th 

7 th ~·.iaicn captured Vale.ncia and ns P\!~'hit.., norW ward . Tne Valencia 

a.irdrao~ wae <el<on intact and is alroaey in uee . 

On 19 Oscombor, lloviet troops advnneod to within oif ht miles of 

Kooioe in Ctochoe1ovak1a and were elooing the pocket north-east of 

!ludapoot . In Yut~oo1av1a , Partiaano occupied Podr,oriea . 

- !. -
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&uROPEAN TIIEATER 

1. Durine t.ne 2L hours ending at sunset, 17 Oece"!lber, the Tactical 

Air Forces flew 2,337 eortios mainly in support of our ~round forces . 

One nunclred six teen of sorr.e 320 enemy a.trcra!t e1gnted were :shot down . 

We lost ho planes . 

Ulring the night of 17 Decemb•r , noarly 1 , 100 RAF heavy bombers 

attacked Ullr. , Ouisbu~ and lo!unich . J.!ore than 100 !.::osquitoes also struck 

these three places and ot.her targets in Go many . Two enemy aircraft. '"'ere 

shot down; nine ot• our planes are nrl.ssinP. 

On 18 Dcce:nber, about uSll escorted ~th Air F'orce heavy banbors 

a.ttacfted rail yards at KoblenzJ Colo~e , Kaiserslautom and l.'ainz . Adverte 

~ebther forced more than $00 others to ~bandon the oission . Three ene~y 

planes we!'e des-troyed . Five bombers and three fis·ht.ers are missing . 

During the 24- hour period ending a t 16ov, 17 December , one rocket 

fell in Ant-.rp, and four nyinr banbo landed in Liege . Three rockets 

and 15 f lying bombs fell in s cattered areas behind tho f ront . 

Dur~ the 24 hours ending at 060u , 18 December , there were 62 

ny1ng banbs plotted against England. Fifto•n of them fell io England 

includin& three in tho London area . Fighter and antiaircraft defenses 

deotroyod 15 bombs . During the same period, three rockets fell in t he 

London and Essex areas . 

2. There was no report f rom the Canadian and British fronts for 

18 December. 

OUr Ninth ~ continued to mop up enemy resis~ce in villar,ea 

- l -
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olon~ its front line west of Linnich . 

Aecordin~ Lo conmuniquo , heavy fighting con~inues on our First 

Army front in the sectors where the enem_y launched his attack between 

the L!onschau area and t.he southern part oi" tne Luxembourg border . Few 

details are o.v{11lai>le but it. W3B :·eport.eo t.hat !:it. . Vith was still in 

Allied n~ds lat~ on tho lbth . 

Our Third ;\n!ly continued eo cake slow progress in wiping out 

eneey strong points in its bridgeheads near Saarlautem and ~ained grO\Ind 

nortneast of Saargeound . 

There was no reported ae tion on the Se·te:tt.h Anny ~ect.or north o!' 

Strasoourg . 

The French Army is still meeting heavy opposition weot of Colmar . 

MEDITERRAN~~ THEATER 

1. In the 2b hours ending at 1800, 17 Dece.'llber , light planes of 

the Tactical Air Force flew 625 sorties in the battle area and in no:rthem 

Italy. Coastol ano Balkan Air Forces flew some ~50 sorties ond Gr•oce-

based planes again supported BritiB11 t.roc.ps . 'l!e..J.tt-.or nampf!red all these 

op•J:-ations . \le lost two planes . 

On 18 December, escorted 15th Air Force heavy bClr.lbers droppen 

l , .llO ton!l of banbs on oil and rail targets in German Sileeia, southwest 

Poland, Czechoslovakia, and Aus~ria . Four en~ aircraft were 8hot down . 

Tni>·~y-one bombers and one fighter are micsing . 

2. Poor visibility and rain hampored operations on the eighth Army 

front up to noon, 16 Decembe r . The I Canadian Corps , attempting to expand 

- 2 -
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ita Larrne Jdver bria.~ehf'&d eout.n o1 Bar-n..:leavallc, aet. h~&V)• opposit!cn 

opposition w a or.eO\I.nt. red by Briti!lt. tro ps alC~r..,· t.h~~t raUroad paral.J eo~ir~ 

were ntport.ftd . Fart.h~r to tho .,.est. onemy .tt.t'ickft forced the British 

to withdraw frat n bridl;ehead across the Senio !dVtr) another bridf;e­

heao .. t.ab.iol.ed the rrevious day was expanaed •11o:htly . Polish troops 

in t.he adj cent a•ctor to tr.e west contir.ued to ~op u~ ecattered enemy 

r-esi,.t.u.r.cf'l aouth ot t.he river . There was r.o enan.;:e en t.t.o Fl!'th ; ... r::.:y 

front. 

ASIATIC T'r.I:ATER 

1 . On lo December, the ..aetem Air Comand rlew l ,L 1 sorties, of 

wh1.ch SJO wcu·e t.act.ical . Durinr t.hese opf'rllt. tcnfl hoavy bon-: Prs attacked 

oupply dunJ>O near Akyab; U,ohter planes suprort~d ~round OJ)f)rations, lllld 

struck airfield• south of L!&ndalay and other tl\rt•ots 1n &!'lllll . We lost 

two planes . 

2 . In 2o.;th iloaber Comr.anc! operatlcns on 18 Iloct'llber &Ore ~han SOO 

tons or ~-s were ~d on u.r;:ets at Har.kow ar.d scr,.. t.O ad lti ona.l 

tons wore dropi od on Yoct.ow and T&nb)'"ang . !here nre no lottae:s . Sarly on 

19 O..cer>'~r, .)6 E- 29 ' 1 were c!isp&tched to att.ac~ an aircra.rt. plant o.t 

Omura, JapM . Secondary and lut-resor t targets wet·e d•~tignut.ed at 

Shanghai and NankinG . 

- 3 -
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.) . By 17 Oecr.:>ber, l'.r1~1eh uoops en the Arakar, frot.t c<z.tinu-.d 

~o exrand 'heir Kalapaz ;ir. l"dVO>r briC.cehead r.oa.r l!ul.l-,1ea;n,• . Otl.er 

!:lrit.iat actvancin; earo:t froc the Gt.ind'ffin River rttact".cd t'inlebu . Or::: 

the l:rrilwaddy !rt.nt eout.heast of Alamo, Ch1n~ttfll t.roo~ls hart advanced 

fivo ~ilcs ~ant of Laoai . 

PACll JC AP:D SOUT~NI·ST l-ACIFIC 1"HEAT£RS 

1. Il:rii • tho ~riod ~-17 Dec~.,ber, nearly o50 rr~vl<•>sly un-

reported s ort.iea WN"G flown 1n the Southwear t'actric Aroa . f.,.av:r raids 

t .• 1"!:-ee addl ticnal enMty planes •ere deet.royP."', o! wt 1ci~ c.:u we~ shot. 

anm aurlr.~ raicia ~r.·•lr_,~ Alliea shippir.~ in U•• l.lnd<ro areil . 

2. ro 17 Dncenher . on northenl LoYt.e 1 our t.roopn adva.nc1M; sout.n 

fran Tolibnw wot"ft limited to emall gains by otubborn res istance and 

ditficult terrain . Our forces att..ackint; north f.ron the Onnoe a.ren reacl't 

po!.nte about a mile south and soutltwe•t of 'laler.cll ~oinet Hrht rosiE t 

Tr.erft ns r.o encrs gromd act.ivit.y reported on Uir1c:toro . 

attoe«ed Tolcyo and ~·an leland.. On 16 Dececter, 5-2c'r and filrhters 

con~inued our raide qoinst I wo Jima and Bahe! thu•p . 

EASTr;RN FI!Or:T 

In f~41nB nort.h J northeaat and nor thwest or ~iflkolc on lH Oocombcr , 

- 4 -
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the Red Army has reached the old Czec"oslovakian border on a wide 

front . Northeast. or Vac J ~oviot.r failed to rnin while further south , 

Jern.an count-et·at tacks succeeded in retakinr. a town . ~ou t.h of Lake 

Bala.t.on strong ~ovieL attacks were rcpul~ed . 

WESTt;Rl'l HEIJISPHERE 

Proclamation of 17 Decernber 19Lt. anr.o·mced the rescission , 

effective 2 January 1945, of all j?:eneral exclusion neasures againat 

~rsons of Japanese ancestry in t.ile ~·•estern Defense C01!11'13nd. 
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L During the 24 hours ending at sunset. lo December , the ·ractieal 

Ai r Forces new abc ut 9UU sorties . ei~~nt. enemy aircraft were shot down . 

We lost seven . 

The RAF attacked rail yards at ~ie~en on 16 Lecember, dropping 

47$ tons of bombs; one bornber io missing . 

Eur:ing the 2t, hours end:inr. ut l&>v, lc> December , oir,ht. rockets 

and one nyin~ banb fell in Antwerp. T-:o.·enty-sevan other rockets O.."ld 

flyirut ba:nbs fell in rural areas outside Ant·o<rerp and Liege . 

2. I n the 2ti hours endinr ut noon J 17 Ooc~~ber, there were no 

chanp:es on the Cano.dian and British A..nn.y fro!lts . -Dercan attacks ~~ich began in localized sector~ of the First 

I Both infantr y and armor were thrOlYll against our lina5 and, 

Pod Ninth Army fronts the previous day were 1ncreasinv, in scope and 

intensity f r Qn the tonschau area to t.'"'e s out he rn end of the Luxemoourg -

German bordor . 

in some sectors , the enemy made use ot small groups of' parachute "troops . 

The XIX Corps eliminat.ed two of four such groups which ~ere d.-opped five 

miles north o! Aachen, and wo:re engaged in house- to-house f'i(lhting with 

the othors . Enemy ponetl'a.t i ons we re reported along the Oenna.n border 

between IJonschau and St . Vith, southwest of Vianden and eouth of Echtemach . 

Hoaviest penetrations were in tho Uonschau area, Where Oermans pushed 

wes t of the town, and in the St . Vith area, where thoy advanced wes t three 

miles to within five miles of the town . 

Our Third Arm;{ continued to r.>a.<e steady progress in the Saarlautern 

- l -
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br10t!theads iind nortneast. c!' Saargll:l'und . 

On the ::un~nt.h Ar::.y front. , th" XV Corpa cade small ""air.s to 

Corps advatlced ino;.o emany on i.."l e!.gnt.1Uo front. in tone l'teis enburg 

&!"'oea and, nort.nrst. ot • .. h .. clt.y , ••a e:ore than t.•O a!les nort.h of t.ne 

border . Fart ~r to t.ht~: e.ut n~tar .waut..erou~· ot.ner unit.a were &cross 

uort• nst or C la.Ar , t.h• french .\ttay captured Ka..ysersberg ano 

gained gr01tnd to i::rproft it.s positions north ot !.&unat.er . U'IGY' inCUtratlc 

>ns reported into L'ulho••ee . 

J , Antwerp c.n r.ow accept US ohipo at the rnte of five a day . 

l.SDITERRANEAN Tfi!:A T~R 

l. ln ~he 24 hours endln• ot 160\i , 16 Decombar, woathor restricted 

Tactica_ Air Force operation• to lir,ht plonos whloh fl•• 516 sorties; one 

plane was lost. ENrlnf' moro than lw sorties , the llalkon Air Force 

attacked motor trt~oport. in •out.hern Yu~oal~via Knd suppor~ed the British 

1n the Atnens ..nd Araxoe area8 . 

On lo and 17 De ceo: bar, the 15th Air Force dropped nearly 2 , SSV 

tons of bomos on oilt ra~l &nd a~aoent tar~ets 1n Austria, Czechoslovakia 

e-Tta southeastern Oe~. 'nle tU.F caaponent. dropped more t.han 15u tons o~ 

a nLmway 1n aou't.h.em Yugoslavia, and new I'Uppllea t o :Jreece. Of about 

125 e.~a:zy planes enccunt.erod on tho l att.er day, we ohot d own 1.8. Ou r 

- 2 -



• 
i • • • • • 

I 

' 
N. BURMA 

.. 
• 

-

IRR AWADDY F ROHT 

I 

• y- ......... 
• $' 

• 
• 



CHI N A 

• 

o SHANGtlAI 

' • 

• t 

< .. 

t 

-. 

or 

• + 
' 

( 

,
. 

~ 
TAKA.O~ CHIN A 

.. . 
IB;)nnr4 

L I NE AS 

--- ..... L,INE AS 

.. 
I 

SCo\\.! 

OF 

or 

... ... ... 
I I I 

., lloi!LU 

16 DE C 1944 
17 DEC 1944 

J A P A N 

... 
I 



DJCCLAS5!PIIl) 
OlD L•••or, b-3-7a 

2 . On t.ho -1 ·ht.h k.I"::.Y rront as of noon, 17 Dec~.o;~er, t.he 1 

Canadiun Corps reDUl5ed eounterattae~s all alo~: 1ta L&aone kiv&r 

bri<feeheac tu..<l~ gains ~.;4ilnst. st.ron.., reslat.-tnce eo-Jt.n or 3agnacav3llo. 

In the Ffton%& sector, ~iti~h troops cleared the •~a eouth o( the 

himlnl-!:$0lo~~a highway anri east or the Senio Hivor . Adv.il\cerl elements 

cro5:utd tho ~fllnio west. o! F~ten~a And, in the AdjAcent. aect.or to the 

s~ltn•est. , ~ol1sh ~roop5 appr oached the river ap,~inat le~sen~ resistance. 

Tnere weru no chan ·es on th"' firth Ar::Jy trent. • 

.I.SL\T!C THEATER 

~ . U1r111j· .U. IOllcl H Decaber, the .:.a.Hem Alr C"""""'d flew 2 , 6J5 

son.ies , ot 'Jihtch 98u were t.act.ieal . Heavy bCJ~:thers at.tac:<ed t.hc Bu.rma-

Siam rail ro H:t1 and l~hter planes struck at tarcats &len.;· the Bun:!& 

front5 . FO\I r enemy planee were ahor. down . We lost t-..·o . 

On 16 Oece:nbor, woathor continued to llJnit l~th Air t·orce opera­

Lions; only 2) tactical sorties were reported. 

2 . On l~ Lloc.,.ber, tile 20th lla:ber COI:III&I'Id dial"\tched 9o !l-29'• Lo 

attack Coc.ca and ator&Ge area.s at Ha.nkow . !:Jecondary and last resort 

~et!l wer. r U yards and airfield storage "reu at. Yochow .find TaJl&YWl6 . 

) , 9,y 16 Docuber, Allied troops on tho Chindwin fronL occupied the 

town of lndaw which io 22 miles east of llawlaik , Otllera advancing east 

of Banoauk contacted Allitd ~trola moving weat tr~ ~he I rrawnddy River. 

Troops MOYin~ eou~hwwa~ along tho Burma railway werfl 12 miles eouthwcs~ 
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DECLASSIPI!D 

or !;aba. L:on>1r" up eont.inued at. E.huo. 

L1•.iso (or Lho -J.L:. Air force) roport.ed t.haL ty 12 Oec..We r 

Jarar.ese troopa t-.ad auvanced in :soutmreat.en-. Chino tow-.rd t.he Toncking 

:iu1f, capturinr, Ywncho-w, ~a in southea s-t.eJ-n China had r.:oved 11ore the.n 

70 mu,.,s north fron Swatow t.o the L!'eihaien area . 

PACIFIC A~D SOll'!l!lru!T l'ACif'IC Tfi!::ATI:J'.S 

sorties ~re flown ill t.he Southwe~a. 1-'aeif!c Area . A.o:or..; t.hese , ~t!a\"y 

2 . Ry l5'U; , 10 Dflefl':r.ber , our t.asl-:: force on l.tindoro wa.o udvancinp: 

nort.heant. of ::ln11 Jot~e alonr t.he Buctum,:a Rivf"r . 

On no1·t.hern Lcyte , our tr-oops pushit~· SO\Ith t.oww·d Ormoc wtn-e 

t wo mU(IIs nor t.houst. or 1\Rna.n":a; in reoar of t.he advance "'' oecup1Pd the 

norU.11oest. slopes or lt. . Ca taberan . At t.he aane time, an attack ~s 

launched frCI"1 t.ho Or.s!oc a rea t.oward Valencia . t!OPJ>inr. up continued in 

) . :;.vent,y 8-29 11 rrQo Sa1pan •<t.ac.<ed t.h• laLtubhh1 aircran plant 

at N~~~:oya on 18 Dec•ber . Prelicirulry reports s tate air opposition""" 

intonee . 

On lS and l6 December , mor e t han 60 Pac iti c Ocean Area pl ane• 

a t tacked WotJe lilld IIU!e 111 the IJArohalla . 

- L -





llJ:CLABUFIED 
liD Lo\\or, b- 3-73 

On 17 ::.ec..-b<or, • r.e f~ A.rey air.ed ~r011r.d al. alone its~~ kale 

ftalient rr.oetin · etlff ienna.n resiet&nce to the nort.hweat. . A .snal l pain 

pln.c~da.her Sov\et troops leett tl"'..e.n fh-e r lee nort .east or 3J ilJ"f'at . 
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EtiROPWi TKEATEK 

i CE SEE 7 
Dt CLASSIPIID 

O!V L••<or, ~-8-72 

1. D.lrw tho 2L how-a on1!.n.• at 8Unsot , lS Dec•~~ter, the Tactical 

suppo:-ted vrou.nd opera~lor.s west o! t.ho Rhi:te, wh!lf' others dr_,pped «~re 

than $;.() to~ or bOIIIbo on cle!ende,! areao Mar the !rent, and on an oU 

stora~ plazlt. east. or Eesen. fie lost. :seven pl.Ar.e~ . 

On 15 Deco:abor tho RAf dropped 70 tons o! boa!>s on boat pens at 

lj10.1idon in Holland . TMt n!;:ht , J20 RAf heavy boctbors atta:lcod a r.itric 

acid and oU plant at LudlrJ.•ahA!on and ov•r 70 :.losquito bocnb<!rs aUaclcod 

HannoV9r and other tar~ots in ""•torn V.r:::acy . Henv-.r bonbors !!lined tho 

Katte,at for tho third consecutive n!.ght . Two bOClbors ""re loot . 

On 16 Oocaobor, aHh<>J>~h hnnlparod by bad weather, the 8th Ail' 

Force sent more thM 100 oocortod hoav-; b<>'lbero to attnck rall yards in 

the StuttP,Art are~ . Fivo pl•neo wore loot . 

!>Jrin~ tho 24 hours ondint: at 1600, 15 December, eight rockets 

o.nd ono flyinr, bor>b fell in lultworp . El.r,ht r ockets and ten flying bo:nbo 

landed in the country noBJ• Liep,o and Antwerp. One !Jo-in;; bonb was 

destroyed . 

!>Jr~ tho 2L hours ondini: at 0600, 16 DoceC>ber, one rocket 

fell in the ••• orr the oaat coast or England . 

2 . Thoro were no chan~ea reported rr .. the c.n.adi.an, British and 

US Ninth ArrrJ front a tor 16 Docoo:bor. 

r D.lr Firat Ari:\Y repulaed local attacka 

I ot !>Jron and north and aouth ot llonachou . 

- l -
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• OSll Ltaur , t-6-?" •• 
()uo Third Ar.lif enlar>ed i~• brt i·ehoadll near Saar:.&ut4rn but 

continued ~o be ""bjected to heav-.1 OM"\\' an.Ulery concentrations . 

::ort'hcnst. ot Saar ·e:nund we aclvolnced 1n spit.e or &MtOr and in!'antry 

eounterJ.t.t!\cka . 

Tho S~vonth Am,y crossed the Jornru\ bordor north,..at and south-

84Dt or Weiaaonburg which, according to communique , wna oapturod . 

Lauterbu_rn wus cleared a~ainat !trong roei.st.nnco . Sout.h of Strubourg, 

stron;' count.orattack.s forced the French Amy to withdraw about a mile 

ne'T thn Rhino , but ot~..,r uni to i:"l'roved their "<>ai tiona nortltwest of 

Colma.r , ad\'llncin • a ..Ue. 

I.!SDinlW..'i'-1.!, T!I!'.AT::i! ----- -· -~---

1. O..r1nf! tho 2L hours ending at 18oo, lS Doco111ber, more than 

1,200 Tactical Air force planes attacked comMUn1ent1ona, troop concen-

trat!ons and supply dunpo ncar the front lines and in tho Po Valley . 

Coaot'll and llnlknn Air Force planes , in more than lLS aortiea, struck 

nt small shippinr in the Adriatic and transportation in nor th ... stern 

Italy o.nd Yugoslavia . Oreece- baoed aircraft. ocain oupport4d British 

troops in the Atnena area . In all those oporationa, we loat e~ht plano' 

2 . In ~,..,. )0 hC>lra endin;: a~ noon, 16 Docer.ber, t.ha .EiP:hth l.rT;)r's 

I Canadian Corp. expanded ito !onrard positions alighUy to the north anc 

west in the Lanone River brid&ehead against decrenaini rea1etance, al­

thOUgh in ~eneral the ene!lly wao defending atronsly. Southeast of F'aenza, 

British el ements croaaed the Larone and established poa1Uonn in tho 

outskirts of tho t<»m aatride the Rimini- Bolognn hi.chway. North.,.st of 

t he town, other Br1t1eh troopa advanced against lijoht and scattered 

- 2 -
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DIWLAGSfrii!:D 
QSO Lottor, b-a-72 

opposition to cut the hi?hwl\Y at the Sonlo River . Farther t.o the south-

west thay reached t.ha river 1n an adY!lnct or r:ore t.han two r.liles . r;orth 

or ilri.sii:heUa, Po.ish troops •t st1tf opposition and counterattacks 

but !'"Shod rornrd on a rour-tUe front. (), t.he Hfth A:rlly front, 

ilr~t~ah trcops wHhdrn to podt.!.cr•• ecaoth of Toss!,:nano where heavy 

~i;.tht!.nr.: contL."'lUed. Southwest. ot Bolo..:n.a, ot.hcr Rrit.ish were forced 

from a h1ll posit!an. 

ASL\TIC TilE.\~ 

1. On 15 Decenber, weather cont1n·Jo<l to l:ln!t operations of the 

ll.th Air Force; 27 eort!oa were ""ported. 

2. On 15 Ooce111bor, Chines• troops captured Bhlll'IO and were r.loppi.v 

up, after an att•mpt by the Japanese rarr!son to break th~h to the 

oout h. Two Jnpnnose attacks south of Bha"o woro repulsed. Ylost of the 

Irrn,.dcy, Alliod troop• entered Bnnmauk w!thOJt oppooition . On t ho 

Chindwin front Allied roroo• occupied Shwof',Yin and roached areas 10 1:1Ueo 

east of Kalelfll and 25 .Ulos eaot of Pontha without contact . On the 

Arakan front, .UethonpY&w, IlAguno and &.othidaung were occupied; 1n t he 

latter area, advanced eler:snt.n wwr• acrose t.hc Kal.apanzin River. 

By 11> Dece!llber, in southern China, two Chinese co1UJI'.llo were 

followin~ up the Japanese retreat north and northeast or Hochih . other 

troops were advancU., en Hochi.h troro the aoutl'noest. In e.astern China, 

a new Chinese d1'1'io1on was tl\g81'1n~ t he ~n..:v eaot or Xaoan . IL!.nor 

engageunt.a ...,,.. reported around Honqan~ . 

- .) -
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PACIFI: AND 501/TJ~'r PACIJI'IC TllF.ATERS 

l. n>r1n.1 the P"riod l.)-15 llece'>ll>er, aome !20 previoualy unreported 

sorties were flown in the Souttmon Paci!ic area . Airdr"""' installations 

in the Philippines and nn Borneo were attack'!d. Thirty additional e.~e::;y 

ain:-:ll't were dlostroyed, inclucl11v: 21 shot down durin>· raids w!lich cacsed 

a-.. da:uge to our shi;>ping in the llindoro are~ on lS :lece::ber . 

'!'he total of enoJQ" planea destroyed by our carrier planes in 

the Luzon area durinj; the P"r1ot1 ]J,-16 !lec•.,ber has been raised to 2.)$. 

Results ~w,aiMt shipplnl! included one oiler and one CAJt:O ohlp clestrcrJ8d, 

eleven others left. burning, and three dostroyero and dootroyer escorts 

-~·d. 

2. By lSOO, lS Docombor, our task force on southwestern Mindoro 

had captured San Jose without cnsualtiea . Airfield construction was 

started. 

On northern L<lyte , we cont1nuod to &dYance south of Tolibaw, 

and s:nall gains '"'re ll'.ndo on llount Catabru't~rt . Tho 77t h Div1oion con­

solidated positions in the Ormoo aron. Farthsr to tho southeast, the 

7th D1Yis1on r~de contact with our troops in th~ Capat~an-Anss area • 

.), ()) lS O.cembor , J2 B-2u'a attaoked Iwo Jlma and 16 fightero 

attacked storage areas on Babeltha''P · ())e ene<~~Y plano was destroyed. 

US!'ER!I FRO:/'!' 

()) 16 Doce,-,ber, f ighting on a recklced acalo took place at nu.erous 

points alon,t the front t'l'<lll 'l'arnow to Vinkov1c1, where the Germans 

- u -



6335 • 
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eountAratt.aeked with tanks . The front. was without a!.Gn11'ieant ch&n•e 

except tor Soviet vains alon,l the northern nank or their lliakolc 

salient. 
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T 
D!CLASSTFJD 

OSD Lett&r f , ?~ 

Air orccs r c-w a or~"~ 665 ocrt.ies . Sf!:ven eneey a reraft weNt deotroyed; 

we lo~t tour. 

~rlng thn n4:ht of l} Decemb•r, RAf' bomb<!•·• atWlck•d Gerl'lin 

naval units south of Oslo with 01ore than lJu to no or bo:nbo . The ne>rt. 

On 1 ) Deceml er, 070 escorted tth Air r·oreo heavy O""t'f'lrs :'lt.i.aek-

ed raU yarr.e at. Y.aesel ¥nd Har.;.over . "!"'nrt-o bcc.bcrs c.d two flt;hters are 

::=ise:inr . 

others in tne nei·h~orin cou.ntf7~dde . Se~n f.lyir · bcMtr landerl in rural 

areas out~ido of Antwcr~ ana Lie;e . 

~r1n~ t.ho 2h hours endinr nt. ODOu, l$ Decornber·1 five rocl"ets fell 

in the vicinity of London ond Essex . 

2 . 1n the 2lJ hCI • rs endin.r at. noon, 1$ Leeerr.t er, t..~ere tr4l:J no cha.r.re 

on the CMadio.n and lritish front . 

Our First. Ar.ey continued t.o clear the enecy frm t.h~ net bank 

of the P.Mr River 1c t.ho VII Cot1>s s ec:t.or aout.li ot D.lr! n; reeiet.ar:ce was 

decreaainr , and the ane.ay was reported blowing brictr.rs across the r1...-er. 

The V Corpa cado minor p:ain8 northeast and aouttoast. or ~onschau , but. 

pro~reea wae elow becauae of extensive on~ obstructions and etubborn 

resistance . 

- 1 -



10 

I 

\ y 
\ ' 

... MILAN 

. I 

-,. 
' 

CREMOIIA .... -"'\ ... ""' 

,._PARMA 

PO VALLEY 
0 10 , 20 JO 

l i HE AS Of 15 DEC 

I 
\_. 

l AMOHE ~ 

AI MINI 



J 

-- _ .... ... .. 
D!Ct.t.:lCYi' . ~ 

OSD Lottor, [- •' 

On tho Third Army front , roaistnnce wa.o docrensin• in the 

SAnrlautern brid.:ohead. Thore were mnnll gains • long the r.e~an border 

nor~henst a.r. 1 ea<t of Sa..r,~e,-,und . Th .. Seventh Ar-,. continued ·.o approacr 

t~c ;ermnn borner on ~ broad iront south of Weis"enbur v and wus flihtin& 

a:ra!n gai'led abc t~t a =ll~ near t...~e ~!ne . 

US cnsualt.y fii(U r es , excludin • Air Force, !rom !l-dAy through 

/ 21.00, .JO :;ov<n~oer . are ne follows: 

Killed 
Wounded 
Miosin~; 

"'·· · 143 I ltl9 , lltl 
2L,b6J . 

1 . In the ?L hour s endinr at 18uO on 14 Dec~mher, althcu•h ndv~r•e 

.,.. ather harjp~red operatior~ , ":.he ':'actical Air Fcrce f}Pw 6& rort!.es . In 

tho Athens uea, same )U '}reece- based aircraft s11ppor ted Frith' t ,-oopo . 

Nine lirht bombers based in the ~idUl~ East attncY.ed shlpuin~ off khodes . 

On 1; Oece:ober, I.!)U escorted heavy oanbers of the • t.t.h Air forc11 

at~acked raU r<Md tarl"ets at !(osenhebl, Innsbruck, Salzbur? and in the 

Linz area . Three bombers are mis!rl.nr , 

2 . Tha Eirhth Arr:cr' s I Canadian Corps continued up to OtM. , ~5 Dec-

o~bo~ to be limited by heavy opposition to local advances 1n the Lamone 

River bridgehead west of Ravenna . Southwest of Faenza, British and Polish 

troops moved north approxillately 800 yarda in stiff fi&hting . There was 

no change on the Fifth Army f r ont . 

- 2 -
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DECLASSIFIED 
OSD Le t ter, ~-3-72 

ASIATIC THEATER 

1. On 13 December, the ~astern Air ColltlUlnd flew 98o sorties, o! 

which 481 were tactical . bocorted 8- 2L 's attacked rail bridges on tho 

l'tlgu- :.!artaban and ~oul..Jr.ein-llanJ;kok lines . l!ediwn bombers attacked 

ta.rge~s on the Arakan f r ont and in central Burma. Fighters swept the 

Lashio-Bhamo- .'funtho areo and. at-tacked troops crossing the Kaladan River . 

On lL December weather continued to limit operations of the lLth 

Air Force; 27 sorties were reported. 

2. By 14 December, Wied troops on the Arakan f ront had re occupied 

al_ that. F.rO'Wld ttest of the Kalapanzin which was vacated pri or to the 

oonsoon . Numerous moves wer~ report.ed between the lrrawadrly and Chincbdn 

Rivers : patrols were 10 miles s~utheast ot Kalewa, and a British br~ade 

was LO miles not~heaat; elements of other brigades were near Banmauk and 

seven mile s west-southwest of Pinlebu . 

PACIFIC A!JD SOUTH\'IEST ?ACIFIC THEATERS 

1 . Dur ing the period 12- lL December, some S7S previously unreported 

aircraft, inc1ud.J.n8 more than l7U B-2h •s , struck at targets in the South-

west Pacific Area . Heavy booOers attacked airdromes on Cobu, ~legros, and 

southern JJindanao. Leyte-based f ighters, in an attack on Negros airdromes, 

destroyed at l eas t 6o grounded en~ planes , and shot down nine others . 

Seven additionAl Japanese planes were destroyed elsewhere , includ.ing f our 

at tacking an Allied convoy in the south Sulu Sea . Two coastal vesools 

were !unk off Davao . We l os t one light bollfbe:r . 

- 3 -
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~rlnr: the n~~nt. or 12 tJecf'1!ber, our PT boat.a ex .. :oded a 

COd-St.a.l ves!.,.l curyinr. trooftt ~wi t'Uppli~s of!' Pal Cl!:.pO!'l (Leyt.e~ . 

opi)Os:!..tion to a brld;e one cUe aoutn r lO .... ibaw; ot.Mr uni:.s captured 

a stron.;o point. on the nort.n alopos o: :.tuunt. ":at.abaran. =.r. ~e: ~oc 

secr.o:-, the 77t.h Division s'i'v'tltceu nearly na ! a ~aUe r.ort.."l or Cocon 

aP~inst p!..l!boxes or•anite J r1 dept.h . !)r)'Jt..1ttast. of Or:toc, unit.s of t.ne 

7th Division .secured the cOR.stlirut , whll@: other units &ctvunced east"'IU"d 

<o within 000 yarJs of our troopa in 'll(' Anao..;.iah< na.J area. rrappe1 in 

that vicinity were an ootlmt\ted 1, 500 Jnpo.ne,. troop• . 

On 15 Dec...,ber , our fot•ceo l:.nded wlt••out opposi,lon in the San 

Jose a :r-..,n of aoutn11e$t.Orn 10:indoro, &nd by eveninc nad renetrat~Jd ei~ht 

mUes inl•nd . UnlouJirw opora• ',ono were uhoad of ech•dule . ~nemy air 

react.ion durin& th~ appronch and unlolldin,.; NUO r,.portod as "·oak, althou~h 

t.ne:ra 'N&s consio.erablo air MCtion at'Rinzst our ezscort.infT naval units . 

l.!.eanwh~le, uccor d.isw t.o cCJ~~r.:Uniquo, our 5euerrilla force a in the 

wes ~rr: Visayas •no llincbnao haV(" su"t.air.cd an a.-;r.ressivc offensive aga:!.ns· 

ene=ty •arriao:"ts on Ulfl several ~ajor islands . ThA)" have Sl&cceeded in 

captur ing l ar.,e ¥reaa includin.t"' at.ron.;;ly- hGld coast.&! po:..nta and airfield5 

on llindanao, !'an~ , ~e,•roo , Cebu , Bohol ancl in the Sulu Archipelago . 

) . turinr tho nigh to 12 and 1) Doc::e:ber, !our !!-29' a in separate 

att.ac~a drOpped incendiary o<abs 1n the Tok;yo area; ..nother at.tac1<ed 
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attacked tar~ets in t.hA '.tarshnl s . Late reports reveal that four F'-2?'n 

'iTera lost rturin • the lJ. Docenber attac 1

• on an aircraft factory at Nagoya.. 

On 15 Deee::'lher, ~ovlot troops failed to ·ain ground in minor efforts 

ea$t of Tarnovr and of Kooiee . Both. the Uiskolc and Danube- bend salients 

wore expanded, tne latto1· beinl" pushed into Czechoslovakia . In Yu.::oslavia, 

Partisans OCC\lpied !:>jenica , i'ollowi.ns_: Jerman witndrawal . 
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EUROPE,\!; THEA TEll 

1 . In the 24 hours endinr at sunset, 13 Dece~hor, the Tactical 

Air Forces flew more than 700 sorties . During these operations, ~orne 

45o tons of banbs wc~e dropped on defondlld Yilta-es, supply dumps, 

and railyards south of !Xtr~n . We lost three planes . 

l'Airillr" the n~ht lJ December, a !l~l forca of RAF bcYnbera 

mined tne Kattegat and the Oslo Fjord area . 

On lL December, 8th Air force opera~ions wero cancell~d becau~e 

of weat.her . 

D.lr1nf1' 12 anrl 13 Decerr.ber, four J1yirw boobs a.nd seven rockets 

fell in the Antworp k.l"ea . One banb lanced near I\russels . Tnrce oo:nbfl 

and t wo rockets fell in scattered areas behind the f ront . 

!Xtring the 2L hours ending at u6oo, lL December, fivo rockets 

fell in E:nglar.d . 

2. In the 2lJ hours endine at noon, lL December, thoro was no chanQ;e 

on the Cat~adian and British front-s . 

OUr Ninth and First Annies, drivin~ lowal"d Colo,me , consolidated 

and ir.tproved posit.ions and made advances ,.,.hich virtu(l].ly cleared the 

west bank of the Roar River from Linnich south to the northern outskirts 

of Duren . The VII Corps advanced about a mile to strairhten out a four-

mile stretch or its front sout hwest of Duren. The V Corps advanced more 

than a mile 1n the ar e3 northeast of Uonschau ; pos itions south or the 

llonschau-5chle1clen hilthway were consolidated and sane ground gained to 

t.he east . 

- l -
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OECLASS17'Tlm 
OS~ L•tt•r. t-3-?a 

On t~ Third A~ from., heavy fi~'ltin • eon~iroJOd In ~he 

brld.••Mada nea- Saar .. autem. .n'! III Co:-ps expnn<leoi Ito lin• alcn• 

the GenttAn !'rent. itt!' e •et. or !>aart:eliiUnd IIOrft u Hl halt' "" :nile . Farther 

to t.hf'l AB3t.1 on thu Sevonth Army front. , the XV Corps mtdo small p,ains 

to the nol·th . ltorth and northeast~ of Ha~enau the VI t.:orpn DP,aln made 

general advW\eo~ •l 011/l u 2U-Jlile front. Ae~ordin" to COllllt.Unlque , 

advance elenonts were two miles from the oord.er t.own of Heistcnbur.~, 

anc farther t.o the ea~t. had :uoved nor-tn, parallel in, tho Rhine and a!"e 

within a milo of tho Franco-Geroan frontier . 

South of :>tr· s 

t~e .{ ino . 

1 . Durin • lJ lloccmbcr , ""ather eontlnu•d to curtail air opera-

tiona . Saoo )OU Tactical Air Force planes nttackod c~1unie~tions i n 

the Po Valley a.nd on t.hc Brenner rou te , supported gr ound operations 

80Uth or Solo,na, ~d boabod Spc~ia Harbor . ~e lo•t three planes . 

Tne a~ do;(, oi,ht lliddle .>ast- basod lJ..•ht bomber s at'-'lcked 

s •ippln,! orr the lolend of ~odes . 

On lu Doc~ber , bad weather continued to prevaU; the lStb 

.Ur foree wae ~rounded. 

2. In tne 21. 110\•rs ending at noon, U. December , heavy oppos ition 

a~nin limited tho Eiphth Army ' • I Canadian Corps to a local guin in its 

Lanone River br id;!ellead west of Ravenna . 1/ear Ragnneavallo, the encey 

- 2 -
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&tt:tetCeO t.M brtc»eh~tad w1t.h U?"J3-""<i.1 of t.t.ree batt.lllicrn~ cl06ft'ly 

sup ort.ed by tanka, forcl.rl..' tllP Canaai&na to ~tlve IIO":e tr&Jn<!; later , 

however , their or1-:1nuJ. poslt-on.s were restored e.ncl expatl!'!ej to tile 

woo~ . On ~ho rit~h A~ tront, British troops wer• ~oetlnc heavy 

oppoaHion eouthwoot of L'lloln . 

ASIATIC TIIEAT~ft 

1 . D-1r1.ur thf1 att.h bocber Con:nano operat.ions on lu I:ocuoer, B- 29 ' s 

at•ack1n• ·n. p"!Nary tareet at Bangkok droppoa 188 tons of Dao"o; other 

b&.::".~ers attackin.,. t.a.rgets a.t :-.angoon anrt use n dropped 9u tons . Four 

B- 29' • are lliae!n ... . 

2 . On 12 llsc""b~r, the Eastern hr C<laroan~ fl•• 1 , lu5 oorti~• o: 

which J8L were tactical . ~seorted medium bomoera attacked Pn~ areas 

near Laohto, und bonnod airfields south of Unndn tty . Fit:h~er bombers 

supJ•Or~d ou r yroW'I.d forces alont.r tho Furmn. J'ronl..tJ, 11.nd attackt"d enemy 

tar .. •ets jn Shwebo and sou th of Wuntho . Ono plan~ •o~ lost. . 

J , On 13 !lecember, weather continued to 11Jioit operations or the lLtl 

Air Force; 49 tactical sorties we:re reported . Sixty-one addit.ional 

tac~ioou scrt ea on 12 :leo•t>er brin< U!at ~· s repor~ed tot.al to 8J. 

On 12 Dec..,ber, ~he Cn1nese Air Force in SS sorties attao'<ed 

enemy 1nst&Llat1ons in the Nantan- Hochih area . 

4 . On 1.) December, a Chinese div1a1on entered Nnntan wJ.thout 

opposition and other troop• wore reported to bo w1th1n 1S milos of Hochih . 

102 tta 1 
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1• 

no en~ forces weaL o1 ~~, bu~ two Cn~oese 01v1alona w~re enr,a"ed 

wlt.h •.ne on~ in the ll'wlln~ area. 

!ly 1) Dccol'\bor , Allied troops on the Arn~an front had ent.Pred 

Udaunr. , lJ mlloe oo11theast. of Maungdaw , without. oppooit.ion . On tho 

Chindwin front , patrols entered Shwe~yin . 

PACIFIC AND ~OI;'flf,it:;f PACIFIC Tl!EAT£!lS 

1 , ~r1r. • t.l"' IA"rioa lfJ-1) Dece: er, """'" IOU additional offer.aive 

son.1es .,,.. flown 1n the Southwest Pacific A~a . In these opfl'rations, 

airdrOOfte in l.!'le t'hUippines , in ~'te Cera.....-- Joeree area, and on western 

nt.L"nCroua smaller crat't were sun!( or QA!"Hl,;ed . ~'.!vrn ... dc.Jlt.ion .U rne:11y 

air-craft were nentroyeo, including four bomhera ntL.\ckin~ an Allied 

convoy in Lhe Windnnno ur~a . 

2. 1ly l!jw. l) Dcco,ber, on Leyt.e , tho 77th tll.v1o1on h~d captured 

Co ·on one rr1le 110rt.n of Omoc , ~a in st. stubborn reaiatMCI . !:iout.neast 

o! OrQoc our t.r oopa • ere undsr at.tac~ alon ~ the upper fotMllahan Rivt!r; 

resin~ce &nil at t.-.ckin"' the rear of ene~:~:y po~ltlona . On nort.nern Leyte, 

local ulna were 11ade ~a1nat at rong •o""'Y poatt.iona on a ridge l , OUO yard 

south or Tol1baw. Additional s trong po1nt.a " •ro reduced In clltfa around 

lolounta Cabu1111anaan 11o11d Catabaran . 

- L -
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:r· -'·vll.~ofl 

uoiO letter, r - l 

On t.M n ·ht. or 11 !)(tcellber , shore fire l&n' one eneey-

bo.rge and t.wo eh!pa at.t.er:pt.irt.-- to !.an~ at. Or!:oc . 

Report na• been receh•ed that. ou r forces have l'Llld~d on 

z.<indoro " 1 thont. oppoa 1 t.lon . The naval escort., which inc ... uctea t.nree 

bat.•.leahipe tlnU aix eecort carriers, ha..!l bee11 under hoavy •i r at.t.ack . 

On lh December prior to t he lW1d.l.ng, carl'ior-basod k.lror~ft e• oop.l.ng 

!AJ•on a1rf1•lds , destroyed 77 Japanese planes on the •• r ound ""d ohot 

down 14 others . 

) . lbrln • tho period ll-1.> Deco:ober, "'o"" than uU i'acltic Ocean 

Area plar.ea, previouely u.nreport.ea., &tt.ac:<ed uraet.a in t.be Ka.ri&nas 

and on Sahelt~uap And Yap. 

EAS7.:FJ, !'ROI:T 

On 14 December , Sov1et t r oops contin•••d ~o enl~m•e their salient 

north nnd uot1..:-IO«tH. or V.iskolc . Frocn Hatvan to Lnke Balaton, action 

wns confined to local en.<tago:rents . 
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O!CLASSIFID 
05D Lo t ter , 5-S-73 

1. In the 24 hours ending at sunaet , 12 December, the To.otioal 

Ai r For-cea flow 1 1 300 sorties . Some 400 of these were rlo-'~'>'tl over 

our XI I tt.nd X..X Corp& sec tors in the Sa.o.rbruoken •red. . Twonty • n•"'' 

&ircr&ft ~~re destr oyed; we lost seven . 

On 12 December , a large force of 0100rted 8th Air Force 

heavy b oobo rn d r op,?ed near ly 3 , 500 tons on railvo"u.y oentors u.t Darmstadt 

Hruuw Md A.sohu..ffenburg, a synthetic oi l pltmt at !.!erseburg, end 

other tar gets . '!ine b oobora flnd 13 tight.ere are mis s ing. 

On 13 Decenber, 8th Air Forco oporatione were nancellad 

beeo.use of' weathe r . 

P - ::i:>E-C 
Tbs s PSl? dalRAF banber s d r opped 627 t ons o n Witten, and 

the.t night str uck at Essen with approxi.Jeately 2, 600 tone . One enemy 

p l&ne was deetr oyed ; 14 RAF bomber s ware los t . 

During 11 end 12 Deoe:nber, two flying hombs aOO two rockets 

fell in the outskir ts of Antwo r p : ten othe r flying bombs and five 

othe~r r ockets fell in scattered are al'! well behind the f r ont. 

In tho 21 hours ending at 0600, 13 Deoember , twolvo flying 

b omba wer e plotted , of which five re~chod Eng land ; none reached London . 

During thia period , fi w rockets foll in tho Essex and London areaa . 

2. In the 24 houra ending at noon, 13 December , ther e was no 

chance on the Ctu'ladia.n and Bri thh A~ f r onts . 

- l -



WESTERN FRONT ---/ 

,I/, : 
• • 

, ~AMSTU:OAW 

• 

y, r - F IRST CAN ARM Y o 

S ECOND BR A Rto4V ciAUSULS 

NINTH US ARMY 

FIRST US ARM Y 

-l' H I RD.-.JS ARMY 

l .. ) 

r 
SEVENTH US A)IHY 

'- -* f" 
,- FIRS! FR ~RMY 

., -
·~ • 0 

I "' 1::1 
1::1 

I t"'t':l 

r-: (!> (") 

"""' ... ,. 

~ 
" 01 ... 01 - ..... 

~l a.,_. 

.) 
I !>I 

• "' "" I ...., 
t\) 

..... , .. _ 



IRE E ?!? I • • 

~~~Il"ID 
~~~ ~et ~r. ~-3 7~ 

r:oet of 0\&rec , ~he tllJ Corpa of our Fir1t A..rm;y oontl[IJ.od 

to gu.in r r o•and toward th• Roer Rh·er azainlt atubborn oppodtioo . 

Pookets of r••iatanoe lo aevera.l 1'illages were c:lea.rec:l tn ad•at~cee 

l n tht~ adJacent tootor 

t o the aouth. t)w V Corps advo.ncod abou't' one - ht•lf ai l e o ~et t n the arua 

north of Uonaohau . South of the town tlwy odvoncod a od lo ond ont•htlf 

north t01¥ard tho h1t)1way runn1no; out to Schloidon. 

Fort Je•~• D'A.ro~ tho h . .st of the forti hel1 by the enetzy' at 

On tho :hird Arrtt;y rr .,nt , the XX Corpa con"lnued ferryln& 

oper•tl.>na acrose .. he Su.ar Rinr north of Sa.a.rlautorn , and Withstood 

onO"t( att•okl on tho aouthern flank of tho t rldr;<>he&•l . Slight gaina 

were •ade ln houso- to- house fighting at the Sao.rliL.tltem bridbehea<l where 

our ro~ec ht1vo boon continuously subjected to heavy eno~ pre1aure and 

intoniJo o.rtillory fi ro . :tortheust of Sttn.rgem:und , th& XII Corps ge.ined 

aoco 'r ound at tho Gorman !'ron tier again.s t heavy oppoa1 t1 on from 

Our So.onth A.rrfr¥ en de general ad't'anCOI to tho north in 1 ta 

dr1 n toward the Ger;an bordor . 

Corps in the 1eotor north a.nd northeut of Hagenau f fl&htin& oontinuod 

IJ!!IliTE!UWlEN TIIE'.ATER 

1. On 12 Docombor , weathe r ror ced cano•ll&tton or all otC'enli.., 

opor.tlona by tho T&otlo&l Ai r For ce and lim! tod Coo a tal and Balkan 

- 2 -
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Air Force plane• to nu.ll-ecale •ttacka on oor:wuntc•tlone in north-

twen~-tour Crooco- baeod alroraft 

attacked traneportatlon and -=aUDition dump• in the Athena area. 

Dur!ug tho n!tht ll Dec0t1ber , kbout 40 15th Air Forto bOillbors 

drop~d auppll~e in Yugoal~vla . On 12 DeooMber. 50 Liborutora carried 

out a tpooial mi1elon to Grooce . On 13 December , noarJy 80 bomber& 

oarriod out a 1~ol•l miaaion to an undi acloaed deetln8tlon. All 

other 15th Air Force oporatlooa that day were .,ancelled duo to weather. 

2. In thlt 24 hour a eDdin.g at noon , 13 Oeeel!'lber , Canadian troopa 

or ':! .. :tchth A.ntl!l expanded the northe m end or tho! r IA.aono Rher 

lto.itod t\arther tldvM.oet west to a local gain northoaet of Ba.gnacaft.llo . 

British t r oOpl or the "Pifth ArQ;y r eached 't'OIIl~a.no and gained IO:tlO 

rround alont tho hlg~oy southwest or Imola . Southwe1t or Bologna 

hokvy r1re forood 8ra&ilian troops to withdraw a n~rraw SAlient they 

1\o.d ootabl! ohed tho. p r ev!oua day . 

A• of noon, 16 Dece~ber, Lt. General Cl•rk wtll Altume ooOMsod 

or f'ifth o.nd R!f:hth Armioo with the title or Co:rMdln& Geno rtt.l , 15th 

A:n1!f Group . At th• t t.:2e tlne# Headquarter•, Allied Anal•• ln Italy 

will booane Headquartero , 15th~ Gr oup. 

1. On 12 Dooombor . we~ther licited 14th Alr Force ope ration• : 

22 uneventful taotloal 10rtiee wor e reported . 

- 3 -
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On l4 Deeombor , the 20th B0111bor Command die patched 48 B- Z9' 1 

to attack ~ rAilroad bridge at Bangkok. Secondary and las t rosort 

targoto for the mission were other rail installations at Rangoon and 

On 11 December, tho Eu.storn Air COl!U::l t.llld flow 1 , 210 sorties 

of which 517 wore tactical . Dur ing those operations hoAvy bombers 

t1ga in attacked the sw-ma--Siom rtl..i l road and bc:mbed "'-t&rf l"'ont targets 

along t ho euBtorn coua t of tho Uartaban Gulf; lighte r planoa struck 

at J npanoae roar installution& throughout Burma and auppor tod our 

gr ound oporatione on the Arakan and I rrawaddy f r onts . 

2. On 12. December, Chinese t:-oops , folloWing up tho Ja.pe.neso 

wi thdrd.wal west o.f Kwoi lin in southe r n Chino. , r e a ched the Nant,a.n area 

without contac t . 

In Bunlle., the.t sar~e day, British troops adve.ncin&south f r oo 

Ko.lewa along t he eaBt bonk of the Chindwin Rive r r egai nctd contaot with 

the enootY j uGt north 0 r ShweQ"in. In t he sal ient aoutheast of 

Paungbyin, loadio& oloment• of a British Bri gade had odvoncod to with in 

12 miles of Pin l 8bu . On the I r r awaddy front, Bri tish pAtrols wore 

active ten oiles south of' Kath&; Chinese m&de loe&l g&ina in the 

northern ooctor or Bha.rno . 

PACIFIC A~D SOOT!!i'IEST PACIFIC Tlli!ATERS 

L Durlilg 11 and 12 Deceaher, some 350 p reviously unr ctpo rted 

Aircraft, including 140 B- 24 ' s , •t~cked targeta in the Southwest 

- 4 -
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Pao!tlo a r.• . 

on !iegr ot t.nd aouthtrn Uind&na o, a:"'.d on an airdr"XJe a nJ b&rracb are• 

on Celebot . Two enemy tre i ghtera and three maller "•••1• were a•mlc 

and l9 addJt1ont.l JapNlellt hJ·u~a dettroyed dU-rinc the period . 

2. To 1&00, 12 Oeoembe r , on Leyte , the 77th D1V1.tion continued to 

r:nop up the Omoa tlMa tmd iont 1tront patroh to tho nor-th ..nd ee.st. 

1o the I O\jthonat, t.he 7th 01Yision c r oaaed th .. Taliat.y..n Rinr , meeting 

he&Yy rot1atanea from h1lla on its nort~rn flank . Our troop• oontiu~ed 

to ~op up aca~tored pocketa in •he !Urauen area. On oo rt.ho r n Loyto 

we wiped out a aeriea of' pillboxes on the eastern alope1 of Uount 

Catabaran. Retlatance increased south or Licon. 

head area , 1ft! repulaed two :nore attaclca . 0\4r troops oc Sar.tar cc.ptured 

the road junction ono mi le Okat of Wrlcht . 

3 , Durin& tho nirht ot 10 Dece:nbor , tl•o B- 29' o oporat !nK oingly 

d r opped !noondiary bonba on tho Tokyo dook and !nduotr i ol ~roo, sottlng 

•evoral fires . On 11 Dec.ober# 29 B- 24 ' 1 attaokod airfield lnstalla-

tiont on lwo Jlma . On 11 &Dd 12 Dec•bor , noro than 50 f1: htoro attaolce d 

enoJD;y tar&•.,.• in the &:arah&.lla . 

On 13 December , So 'ri.et troopt continued to a dYance north uli nort.h-

weat f rom U11kolo . They approached closer t o 8u~ape1 t tr~ the ea.t and 

north . South or Budapea t , thoi r b r idgehe ad o.crOJI the Danube At Vuk:ove.r 

W&l lost. Pt.rtiaana occupied Pot ega and advt.notd to Udco , whore 

fighting oontlnu.o . 

- 5 -
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OSD LOllor , h-3-?a 

1 . In the 2L. hours endinP.: at. au.nset , 11 Oecem.t-Pr , the Tactical 

Air ;ore~• fle- , SL~ sor~leo; LJ9 of these wer~ cor.cen~rated in 

oupport or our VII Corpo 1 east of Anchen . Two on""')' plnnes were des-

troyed; wo lo"t. elev~n planus . 

Ourillj• ~he ~th Air Force operations of lu Md ll December , 

$, 360 tons or bOI"ho were dropped on r aUy&rdo o.nd transport .. tion tut;ets 

in ~est.em JeJ""':;&ny . On the latter day, HAF hftavy bClr.lbert! attacked a 

ci.:ca !n th~ \irrt. River, aO"Ut.n of Dl:rer . . wit.h l ,~M ten• ar.:d a rail center 

ana cenzol plant at Uster!eld •ith 76o tons . in ra1Ca cont.inuinP into 

that nib."lt , 11osquit.oea d.ropfed 100 tons on a.r oil pl..r.t. at DJisburt; 

D.trinr 10 and 11 Dec:eober, three rocket!' ~.nd eonc !'lyjnr; bcr.t~h 

fall outside of Antw"rp · 

In tho 2L hours ending at ObOJ , 12 December , of nine flying 

bcmto plotted, oix nad~ landfall in Enr,l.nd, one of thoo~ 'n the London 

area . One WbS de~t.ro:•od . Durf..r\; the sar:e period two rockets !'ol! in 

the London •~• and one in the sea ot! the east coast. . 

2 . l)lrir-t ~he 21. houro endir.g at noon, 12 Oecer.ber , there was no 

chAn{:& on ~he Canadian and 1!%-itioh f ronts . 

In our drive toward Colol!lle , ~he llinth ArriY adjusted its lineo 

near Julich , While the Fi :-st Anuy's VII Corp• puohed forward on a four-

r.~Ue front to wHhin a mUe of ~ron . 
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Our 'n\lrd Arcy wa• advancilli: sl.,ly in Hs brtdgehoad over 

the Saar Riwr ncrt.h of Saarla•otern . Uouse- to-hc·use n., ... ht. 4n,;· continued 

in th~ northea~t~ ·n auborbs of the city. ~inor advances were ~de to 

the eo1:th of &lOJ"brucJ<:~"n and to the soutt'.earu. nlon<:r the ~nr:an frontier . 

Nort.hwoat. of Str nobour , our Sevonth Army mudo local r,nins 

alon•• n ton-r~ilo f r ont and advanced to within n a>ile and • half of Dusch . 

:.ortl' of btraebour 1, , :eneral adv¥Jtr.es were r.~ade i\lon~ a 2u~1le front 

extendinr: northwoat &nd southeast of Ha.venau . w'lich woP. cleared. Nort t -

east. or Hager,Au, our troopts aavanced r'lpial.y t.hrou.,.,.h the Hh!.ne Val .. ey, 

reachJ.nr. :;..h. 

0., t.he frencrr A.rcy f r on1;, loc:al gllins we~ eade r.ear l:a:-:;t.er 

1 . Dur lno• the 21• hour s endir.r at lUOO, 11 Jlflcomber . """'" 860 

Toctical Ai r F'orco planes a ttacked target • on tho ~ir.hth Amy front , 

and c0l:lr.un1cat1ons north of the ba~tle area and in Yuroalavia . Balkan 

Air Force planea, in bS sort.ies , also at.tac:ked eo~~r.unicu.tona 1n Yu~osla'r 

'r"eat.her hU!ptred t.hese oper ations. 7re lost tr.ree plar~a . 

On l? Lacotnoer, ~5th Air For ce heavy boolben arcpped luJ t.ar..o en 

an oil refinery at. Rlechh&:er . ttlree bacl era are n:~ieeing . 

2. In tho 2h hours ending a t noon , 12 Doconbor, tho ~1r,hth Ar1r(y 

consolidated the aroa between its bridgeheads acre•• the Lamont Rive r 

west of Ravenna, and sdvancod up t o a milo and a half alonr • four-mile 
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2 

•eet froM f~venna, other Canadian troop! crossed th~ LArone near 

'fe~t.anc,, which WD.s reJ.IOrted clear. 

Polish troop• or the i::ir,hth Arley and ·ritish troop• of our 

Hf<h Arley MlldO local rains so1·thwest of f'aonza. Sou~he4at of Bolorna 

a count.eratt.ack ent.ilnated ut. cOI:'!pany stro.npth WS.II repnleed, while 

southwest of tf·• ci t.y .a-a:Uian troop" advanced t.~o r1Uer. on a narrow 

front. 

AS::..TIC TIIUTU! 

1 . On 10 .;oe,.,b<>r· I the Eastern Air Cocrnnd !'lew e 2 •ortios' of 

"t.ieh u2l were tae~icnl . Heavy bo:nber• at~aekrd the ltunna..,-,lam rail-

way; medium honhers and fighter~ atoackod air·f1e1d•, raU inHtal1ations , 

supply d-JJ!Ipo and on""" atr<>ng points alollf' the lluma front. . One eneny 

a~rcrart wa~ ahot down . 

2 . On 10 and 1 ... Decsber, the luth Air Forco new an;-rarlJ:.ately 

165 bc.:hr and tl$rhwr aortioo, att.&ckinP tar~ts 1n the Channha , 

Uuchow and Nant.an aroaa and on the Salween tront. On the latt.er day, 

accor~ to co.un1quo, l.l.th Air Force !1RMera destroyed nino enet:\}' 

planoe 1n a eurpr1ao attack on an airdrata near Canton . 

) . On 11 December , Chines e tre>ops on tho I rrawaddy fre>nt captured 

- 3 -
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~~u Lot~or. ~-q-72 

Tor.kwa on the woswn; n&nY. of tne salter.t. aotJt.h or 9-l&·,o. Along 

tne Cnindwin r.ivor, Bri•ion troops were aclvancin• en Sh• er,yin wit.,out 

c.a.dnr: contact. wtt.h t.ho ent!'l!:Y . 

PACIFIC AtiD ~liT!r,/EST PACifiC THEATERS 

l. On )0 Decon:bor, 9\1 B- 29 ' s, favored by ••ood weal.hor, banbod 

lolitsubhl11 aircr aft factory at :;oeoya. fUrther date h .. vo not yet been 

report.ed . 

D!rinc the period ti- ll December, more than 450 proviouely 

cnreportPd Allied pl.r.co attac6ed target• in the ~uthwost Pac1!1c Area . 

teavy strc.c ... , were uoe on airrlra::es and f'uel st:.pJ-•ly duc;:a in the 

Ph.ll1pn1.nes 1 and at Borneo, Hal:z.ahera, Cerl.:!: , and Eloeroej heavy bc:bers 

drap,e.-t .. ore than l2S tor.s or boc!>s en tho ~an .... rriao airdrome (Panay} , 

and 72 t cnv on tank fanr.a 1n the Tarok&l' (borneo) area . :;ix encnzy air -

craft were deal.ro,ved; wo lost one plane . 

On 10 and ll Deoember, ene:ny suicide ]'liiJlea dnMgAd Alli•d 

convoyo in Ley1.e Julr and 1n Surlgao St rait . 

On 11 Deocal"".ber , off the northwast coast of Leyt.e, our air and 

nava.. forces san. •.hree one::zy transport.a (of lu,ooo, S,OOO and b,..OO 'o:>a) 

three eacortl.n,• dutr<>yoro , a s ,ooo-ton cargo ship, and ahe• down so 
ene:qy planes . Anot.h&r deat.roye_r and t;WO m.ediu:s t.ransports wore le!t dead 

1n tho water and burning. •• lost eight fighters . (Coar.un1quc report) 

2. Operationnl reports conf irmed the capture of Onooc by our t r oops . 

By 11 lleco••be r only nmall pockets of enenzy reaht.Mce romainod in t he 
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t..ClfTI , as.e ~le:tent.s of t.h.- 71t.."l1Jiv1ston haa •.vnnc,.t •o allr:e 1,500 

yards r.ort.h~'~&at . Sout.~.~ast. of Or-,oc , t."!e junc:!'..i n •lt.h t.h~ 7tn !•1-

ts~,n W35 f'f!.,ct.n·-1 "t Ipil • . Ol:r troop• advUle\.nt. In to- aren west o~ 

LP:r .. ~ ~ t.hf' uUvf\nco 'outh i'roo Lin:on contlnu"d ov"r 11ff1cult. terra~n , 

and a om'! t•r•ound wos F.o.ined on the norther n slopnn of Mount Cabunga.ngan . 

::'a.rthftr to t.ho nort.hwl"'at J our troops holoinr a bttflchh~tlid nol\r Ca1 'Jbian 

rcpulDP~ tn ensrny attack . 

) . On 10 >ce~er, :;av-.1 plMes cont.!nu.,.d t.o n!d ttn"l'!l,j' !::s:...a.lla-

On 1? Cftcemter1 ~oviPt troops cont.inu~d to clo~~ ln n ~rlapPst 

reduced acalo . 
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EUROP'.»I THEA TlR 

b!CLASSTFT!ll 
OSD Lottor , 5-3-72 

1. ln tho 2L hours endinv at sunset, 10 Doee~ber, tho Tactical 

Air Forcoa r.... 1 ' S4b sorties . furinp these operaUons IIOre than JOO 

tons of bombs were drOpped on bridges , defended areas, and other 

targets behind the German lines , and 587 planeo gave direct euppor t 

to ground oporatione . Six en~ planes were deotr~ed; we loot seven . 

On 10 Doce .. .ber, soco SOO escorted Oth Air force heavy bOmbers 

att.acl:ed r~il yards at Koblenz and Bi.ngen. Weather i=.pec!Od t.he opera­

tion . Two baooere and one r~~ter were lost . 

On 11 Dece:-ber over 1,600 hea.y boCIDers ot t.ho btn Air force, 

esc:ort.ed by bOO !i•ht.ere, eoa:prisi.r!;.r the lar·est. nwr.ber or &it'Crait. ever 

dispatched by the th Air Porce on a slnvle op•rnt ion , attacked rail 

yards and tr.,noportaUcn t&rgets at Frankfurt., IAannh~l.m , Ho.nau, and 

Giessen . 8omha woJ·e dropped under adverse weather conditione . Our 

reported lo-oea aro two fivhters and lh bombers , oar.• of which are 

believed to be sAfe on friendly fieldo . 

In the 24 hours endinv at 06Cu, ll DoeaMber, 1~ flying bombs 

were plotted a<•oinst t.n;land, or which six ude lanclfall and one reached 

the Lon cion area . four bcabs r ere destroyed by antiaircra!'L fire . Two 

roc,.eta roll in tho London area durinp the period and another landed in 

the eoa orr the ooutheaat coast. 

On 9 and 10 December, five rocket• tall in tho vicinity of 

Antwerp, one hittint tho dock area . 

2 . O..r1ng tho 2L- hour period ending at 1200, 11 Docen:ber, there 

- 1 -
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,...,.... no ap~r.e1able c:llans:ea em the Bri~iah azld lo1r~~ Antt:f t'ronta. 

The att.ae~ of the VII Corps o! ~he Firat J..rrq ~:~&de substantia! 

proereer near 1-!~troda t.o t.he west of Duren . Adv&nce ele::emt.a were en-

l8 01ed in lt.Ub!JOm hOUI'Ie - to-house fiP'ht.inr in t.hft vil}attt Of ~'erken 

lese than A mU• weot of tho Roor Rivet· and three alilM northwe•t of 

~ron . To tho oouthY~est o! ~ren , other element~ of tho VII Corps 

captured tho v1lloge of Straos and YiOre firhtin• in 0~ a f ter repulsir~ 

a count~rattnck . 

!lel'!'ent.a o! t.he n Cor;s o! t.he Tnird Arrr:t ntpulsed counter-

a:.t..aciC!'!I at Roc:ktn and :.nsdorf 1n tne Saar.~auteJT. brlcl:;et'~ad . Cnit~ of 

the XII Corr·" wue enga ·ed in street fi•ht1r.~ lr S&Arrt·und; southeast 

of the city advances up to t•o a:.il~s wer-e ~·de en a !'ive~ile front. 

On the lieventh 1\n:Ty front, the X\' Corps """" loca... prorress 

won of Bu•eh and <~nlnod three rr.Uoo smothonst of the town . '!he VI 

Cor ps cleared IIG1chshofen and advance<! two miles to tno OaDt on a ten­

mile front . Other elements of the Corps enter ed t:wcnau az~d rev,istered 

1here was no aubftt.ant.ial cha!V"e ir. Alsace w~re t.he ene:;y st.ill 

offera s tronr. opposition . 

IIZDIT!!!Miil:Ali THEA T&R 

1 . In the 2L ho\ll'a endin;- at 1800, 10 Deco~ber, 1 , )$) bctlbers and 

fighters o!' the Tactical Ai r Force supported ground OP"rat1ons on the 

battle Ironto , ottacked communications in the Po Valloy, and also the 

Brennor Pas s and tldina rail r outes . Portieulady heavy ottacko were 

- ? -
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r..ade on er:.emy pos1t.1.cnH 1n the fo«-n~a-9olorna al"eas . Weather !'creed 

car.c•llation or all offenoive oper~ticno by tho Palkan Air force and 

laited the Coast.al Air force to &"1411-~c..:.e at.t.acr.s on shippl.nr 1n 

the iul!" or Venice . Five eneJIQI aircraft. nre Oest.rc··f!'d; .... lost 12 

pla.r.., • • 

On 11 Dece-ber, 15th Air 'ore<' heavy caobors dropped 927 t.ens of 

bmb!' on an oll refinery_, a t.ank tact.ory and other inst.al.J.ations in the 

Vienna.- 'ffa.z. area . Two en-.;y aircraft. t.f'lre deat.rO;'r"@d; 2S or our bor=bers 

and one fiP;hter are r:t!eair.g . 

2. [))ring the 2L houro endir.~ at -200 , 11 Dece-ber, on the Eighth 

Army l'ront the Canadian I Corpo at tacked aero•• the J.a~one River in t;,e 

area west or RAvenna and e•taUliohed a bri~ehend one ~ile deep on a 

three- mile front . Ilmediatoly to the southwest of this bridrehead a 

second waa ee tabliehed acrose t.ho river northwcnt o!' Uu:~si alcn,:r a mile 

and o hlll.f J'r ont . Fiohtln~ continued botYioen Pidoura and Faanza without 

oubstantial chwwea of poo1t1on . A comunique l'ilported that Italian 

patriots have cleared tho enemy from Porto Corsini, a Ge~~ supplY 

center on the Adriatic . 

On the Pirth Amy front south or llolOf'na o.n enemy attempt to 

infiltr ate into our poaitiona north or tho $etta River " "" repulsed. 

ASIATIC TIIRATER 

1 . Dlrinp prnioue reported operations on 7 and 8 Dece-.ber, the 

Uth Ur F'orce denroyed a tot.al of Jl enQy aircr&tt . F'ra: 8 through 

- J -
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10 Oec:er.ber , mOM'! than }C".Q o!fensi ve sorties ft. no n.owr. by ~hters 

and. mediun and h~avy ba::ber s . The ujcrity of t.htt:se at.tac,ed t.azyet.e: 

alorw t.t,e route c,f tt';e JapaneFe advance !rca t.hP Yanl't.ze t.o K,ellin 

and thflne~ to Tuhehan . Heavy b~ber~ fired th~ war~houcc district of 

Hankow, l!lftdium bool1crs at.t.acY-ed t.a.rgetB on tho :>al:wu~n front. , and other 

ai rcraft. swept. rood, rail and river t raffic throur,hout aou~~ern Chinn. 

A heavy bomber 1a.nJ.; a U$0- foot merchant. vettsel in t.htt !)out.~ Cnina Sea. 

Wo los~ one plano. 

2. Q\ o Dece<.:Jber, t:te ea.st.em Air Coz:rand new 1 , 170 sort.ies of 

Which LLJ were tactical . llirin--- t.hes:e OpPr&' ions aedtun bocbers and 

tis!nr.era at.•&ci<ed ra.U yard!a and supply aTPas at &. Ptlrt.Ua and Lashio, 

and 11\lpport.ed rcmnd o~rations on the Buma f'l"on"a · .'le loot ene aircr-aft 

3 . On 10 Dec. • • . • •itish t r oops on th~ I r rawadc(y fron~ oceupi•d 

lndaw and Katha withou~ opposition. Southeaat or Kal•wa , tho l'ritish 

adva.ncln.,. alont· t.M Chizldwin River are two mUfls norton or Shwegyin . 

PACH IC A!l1l SOUTHWEST PACIFlC TilEATERS 

L No official report r.a.s been reeeived tro. Cenf!r&l l:acA.rthur' a 

Readquart.ers , but. accordirl{: t.o & press eoi!DI,Inique dated 12 December, 

Omoc no t.aken a!~r heavy fiv,htlng. 

South or the city, a junction of tho 7th and 77th 01viaions 

has been effected. 

2 . On 9 Docembor, 33 Marine fighters and fip,httr boob•r• attacke d 

- L -
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targets on Sabelthuap in t.he Pa.laus and one B-24 hit I wo Jima . 

()lr ing 10 llec~ob&r, 26 Amy Liberators banbed l wo Jl.Jta . 

EASTERII FROilT 

On 11 December the R.ed Army n:ade ol~ht gains northwest of l&iskolc . 

ThP. advance north and northnast of Dudape!tt was slowed down but there 

was some propress . Tho Oeman!l are still counterattackin,.. at both 

east and west ends of Lake Balaton . ~oviet troops Who had cros sed 

the Drava are reported to have taken Viroviticn . Vukovar i s in Russian 

hands . 

- 5 -. .. - ... . 
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EUROPEAN THEATER 

DtCLASS!Ff!D 
OSD Lotter , 6-3- 72 

1. Dur inG the 2L hours ending at sunset , 9 December, the Tactical 

Air Forces ne" bOO sorties , Principal missions were the bombinv of 

defended villages and barra.cks1 and support of our ground t roops in t.he 

Saar Valley . We lo~t four planes . 

On 9 December, some 40i.l escorted 8th Air Force bombers attacked 

railyards, airdrornes J and towns in the Stuttgart al""ea . One enemy jet-

propelled aircraft wa11 shot down . Ne lo:3t six planes . 

On the nieht of 9- lU Ueceober, 59 RAF ~osquitoes bombed Serlin 

and 12 others at•acked Koblenz and the Duisburg oil plant . ~«o were lost . 

On 6 and 9 Docembe~, seven rocket~ fell in the Antwerp area , one 

landing inside the city. 

Durin& the 24 hours ending at 120U, 10 December , four rockets 

fell in England . 

2 . During the 24 hOtJrs ending at 120i.l , 10 December, no si,.,il'icant 

changes occurred on the British front . 

Olr Ninth Anrs reported that in the vicinity of Julich ill resifl-

tance west of the Roe r River had ceased . 

The VII Corps of our First Army launched an attack no~thwest of 

fu:rcn, KD.inil.g one mil e along a three-111.ile front , despite minefields , mud, 

and heavy fire of all types . Southwest of Duren another effort resulted 

in half mile advances alolll' the edge of Hurtgen Foreet , 

Tho XII Corps of the Third Army and the XV Corps of the Seventh 

- 1 -
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OSO Lottor , b-3-72 

Army adv.ncad up to two and ono-h.alJ "'ilcr~ al on,· a ten-mile front. 

souti,ea.st of Saar?.eaund &fC&inst. lir.ht reaiat.ance . The Sevent.h A.rcy'a 

'H Corps """ closin• 1n on f.eicut.ofen . The VI Corpo also • as !"ighting 

1r P.ager.a1.1 ar1d had cleD..f'tl'd B1aehweiler and &dVWlced a Elle north . 

In so ttem Al~ace, A~rlcan t.roopa o! t.he french II Corps 

cont.in:..ed to "'IOve aout.t!w&rd '" Colaar. French t.roops clea.red 'fhar..n o! 

the ene::y. the t;1r.e~ent.l'l •erman A'lT'y ccnt.irnleJ to r~s1st. stron"'lY in 

l. On 8 DecoJ'Iber, LSJ Tactical Air Force planes , 1n •~He of bad 

weather, attacked ta.t;.!et.s in DUpport. o1' our ~round forces and banbed 

comunications 1n the l'o Valley. Conetal and llalkan Air Force fli;hters 

sank !lllall shippinq in th• north Adriatic und ~<ttacl<ed col!1llunications on 

the Fn!nch- lto.Jian Riviera and ln Yugoslavia . We lost nino planos . 

On 10 Decenber , •enthor forcod 550 escorted hoavy bombers of 

tho 15th Air Force to abandon their missions . One bomber and ono fighter 

were lost . 

2. Ellrin~ tho 2L hours onclinR at l21.XJ, lu Ilecenber, tho en'""' con-

tinued <o launeh detenol.nod counterattack• an British Eighth Arf:J¥ po•itior 

between Faenza .'il\d Pideura,; all were aucceaatully repllsed . Beyond 

l'llvenna, tho one~ torcod our allies to Daleo a aH~ht. withdrawal not of 

Porto Corsini . 
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OsD Lottor , 6-3-73 

On the Fifth Army front, we made local gains southwest of 

lltola . 

ASIATIC THEATER 

1 . For 7 December 1 til sorties were reported by the lL th Air Force . 

At an airfield at Ank~ we destroyed two Japanese plnncs; east of 

Hongkong two B-21.' • SMk " 30U-!oot. freighter . On 6 Cecember, lL !lithter 

banbers made an attack at HO"!;kOng , during which • destroyer and a sou-
foot transport. were sunk, two mediUlll freighters left burninr,, two !:nall 

frei~hters damaged, and four grounded planes destroyed . 

2 , On 8 Cecember, the Eastern Air Command Uew 902 sorties of which 

336 were tactical . Heavy boobeu attacY.cd the Bunna-!>iaru railroad in the 

J.tergui area· and north of Victori a Point , and medium bombers struck at raU 

facilities south of MMdalay ond in the Shwebo area; fithters supported 

ground operations . 

J , On 9 December, British troops on the Chindwin front were meetin& 

opposition east and northeast of Ka.lewn.. On the Irrawaddy front, Britiah 

patrols entered the railroad junction of Naba, e~ht miles south of Pinwe, 

without opposition , 

The Japanese continued to withdraw their leadin~ elements on 

both princi pal salient! in southern China dur ing 7 December . On the 

nor therly .salient, the Chinese reoccupied Tuhshan and Sa.nho (eouth1'1·est 

of Pachai) ; on the southern salient they also advanced . 
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PACIFIC MID SOtmflf"i.ST l'ACIFlC TI!EATERS 

1 . In •he p.riod b-9 l.loeo~ber, n~arly SOU previo•taly unreported 

Allied planes attacked ta111oto in tho !>outh•cst Paci:ic Aroa. About 

half of these planes, includin& 90 heavy boobera, atruc£ airdroc:es in 

tl>.e Philippines and on Hale&hora, Coloboa ..nd Bo~e. nve ene.:;y planes 

were destroyed; q lo<~t one . 

2. &.r 9 Dece,.ber, on western IAyt.e the 77th Dh-ialon was enccrU1torir~ 

increas~ly heavy reai&'tance eouthoaat of Onnoc at Ca.::p Downes . The 

7th Division , advanein~ tr011 tho 10\lth, was throe miles from the 77th 

Division ' s beachhe&dJ ita patrols to tho oaet m•de contact with those 

of our •roops who had advanced thrt\l~h tho 1'\ountain pass at I'Rh<ma& . 

(The communique dated 11 OeeOMber states that Omoc was taken and that 

troops advAncinl• trom tho south wore only one mile fran the beachhead . } 

In northern Leyte , the drive south !'ran tho Lin:on sector reached a po1nt 

half a mile southwest of Tolibaw, On Samar, we wore two and ono-half 

mil~• southeast of Wr1~ht . 

EASTER!! Fllli<T 

On 10 December, Soviets expanded their aalient north of lltdapest, 

advanc1ng south t.o within nina miles of the city and north to the Slovak 

border on a lS..,.ile front . Ool'lll&n counterattacks forced withdrawals at 

both ends of t.lce Bo.laton . 

- b -
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llajor .ener&l Henry C. Pratt has been deolr.nated to c<>=&nd the 

lestarn Dofenae co~And during tho abaence over~eas or General Bonee~eel. 
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1 . On ~ Jece'Dber, e.dveree weather a~ain crounc:ed the 8th. Air force . 

How,.ver, durlt.r tho 2u ho or~ endin- at. auneet thnt. day, 2,22) sorties 

warll fl. awn y tho fnct.• cal 1d.r Force . Arr.ong thePie, I!IOl"'e than l100 plane a 

r,ave close support to our ~round troops with attacks in Holland, on 

Ruhr Valley coznrr.un1cv.t1ons 1 and on t.nrgetr in .Us1ccJ where they bortbed 

gun position• 1.nJ t.ho l.l.ihway bridge over the Rhine at Oreieach . l'l.fteen 

ene!!l)' plttno11 •~~'re shot doWn and two destrcyr :t n the "round. We lost 

Cour pl.ar.~a . 

lha•, ea..,. <~a.v , t..'1e W droppec 797 ton• c ! ca:bs on " da':l in 

the 'rft. River a®t.h of ~ren .and 900 tons cr. r.1C yard~ at. o-..isbur~; 27 

Vosqu to 001."! ~r:; attacked a benzol olant. in ~he sa:r:e ar•o. Cne heavy 

boober ie miaain? . 

~1r1tly, 7 and ~ Oecombcr, aeven rocket.11 f 11 in areas around 

Antwerp . 

Durinr. the 2L-hour period ending at 06W, 9 lleee:noer, five rocket• 

tell in t.ncland . 

2 . By llOO houre of 8 December, the inunoation between the r:eder 

F.h!ne and the iaal was spreadin,e; farther t.o t.ne 'lofOet . 11-:ere aa no 

•l.inl.fieant ch&nf!e or. t.he Br1t.bb tront or ln the US l;int.h Anr;y sect.or. 

A. divilion ot our First Are!y repulsed a counterattack !ra: the 

east in the vicinUy ot Bergstein, southwest ot lbren, and 1tade elirht 

prorreaa againet heavy resistance . 
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The notnl ~ ;:..~ an add.itional divioton aero., the Sur 

Rh..,r ooutt ea• t ot Suree:mmd and enlarged that brid.'ohead. At !l.e~z, 

Ft. . :h-iant waa car·t.•!Tftd after a e~l1ned air and !'rr01.1nd AS:"Iault; 670 

pri~onors wore t.Aknn . 

Tho Seventh Al"!lV made local prot>;re8a nor1.heant of Saare - Union. 

Tho VI Corpo advuncod north,.est of Ha~enau , in tho vicinity ot lloichohofen 

Biscnwa1lu. 

::orthwf't,t. of !..~ouse, F!'"etu::h troops wer-t Oi)pln-.~ \:p 1., 'l'hann 

o~ Coln.:·u· . Tho •n't:y still o!"ters he:ny resht.~r.: .. in tM :.tulhouse area . 

1 . (),u•ini• t.he 24-"lour {>eriod ending at lbuo , '" UecomborJ woat!v~r 

virtually suopendod uir operations . Tho Tactical A it• Fot'CA fle., 12 oor•ie 

againct c"""'unicat!ons ..n the Po 'Iilley, and the Balkan Air Force made 

small- ocale attocka ~&ainst a~ar targets ~ Yu~oalavi- . 

On 9 Decabe!', tlle 15th Air Force drop:>ed lW. ~ono of bc:cbs on 

rail yarda -.~d ir.c!.lotrial targets a. L!:-:, P.egensbur,•, VU.ac"l ~ot~d 

.:.osenheim. .W0 re t.hM 70 bc:~;;,ers , pl·ts escortinc: planes, •~re di.apa.tcned , 

but weather ro~cod 10ost or th.,., to return early. Fiftson bOCI~rs Md lJ 

fighter• wei"' 111e11ng, but ecce of these a.re beHoved ~o be at friendly 

fields . 
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2 . ::Uring l.ho 2~-i•OUr period tndinr. a~ 1200, 8 Cec<tm~ar, British 

troops of t.he !it;hth A.r:ey "are ,.,~~ ~ed 1n c:cnt.inuous hettvy !'i ~ht.!n~ 

north o!'" the Lanon., P.iw.r t'ra ~st. or Fa .. n:a t.o the vlllag~ or Pideura . 

~r.:n::.:na; but one rorced a n (-::Jile .- \;.hdr..,wal or t.h,. 9rit.1s.•'1 s.alient 

west of faen:A . 

Canadian troops elo:..red. an IU"e4 extendl.n...; fo:.Jr t.0 .six ... Ues 

rtO!"t.ll of 1-AVAO:ll-t C'rOtr'r the AnrlAt.le t.'!n m.Uee inland; Port.o Corsini em 

the Adriatic ~ainod in en~ hands . 

On thA t'il'th Art.y fronL, 80\lt, of ilolorna, Sooth A!'rican <roops 

of the IV Cor;>s lll&da a lO<:al attack west of th~ Sett• Hivor, but an 

enemy counterattack forced thom b~ek to their ori~inal posittons . 

ASIATIC TfiEATER 

furing 7 Oecombor tho ~::&stern Air Command flow a total of 84L sorties 

of wnich Jl) wore tactical . furin1• t.heso oparat.ions f:I.J tons of b""'hs 

-were dropped on raUroads radiat.int~ fr011 Uandal:ty, and rtphters attac'<'ed 

airfields near llandal:l,y , t•a.-.o and Al<yab . 

PACIFIC AJ,:> SOUT!iii"BST PAC1f1C T1!r:ATc:RS 

1. furin.• l.he period 7-8 Dtc-r, abou~ 2'0 previously unreported 

:sorties were nown in t.he Sout.tnreet Pac1r1c area . D.tr1nt:; thPse operations, 

~eny boo:boro c!r<>p ed nea.rly ~ tons. of baabs on airfields on lli.'lda.ooo, 

- ) -



b!CLASSI1'ID 
OSD Lo 

EAST CENTRAL PHIUPPINES 

j 





Htt~:"'OS ana Celebes; other planl!'s s&.."t< & sr.all fre1i'h~r and a coast&! 

t.o six other s:nall ah ... ps . Fo-.lrt.een addlt1onal tlnfii"\Y Aircraft. «ere 

destroyed Lo the rerlod, 

2 . lly b Docembor on wootern Leytc, the 77th Divhlon hod expanded 

it.s beachhead nort•lward to the outskirts of Camp i»wnee , less than a 

mUI"' southeast or Onoc . Ou.r trocps advanci."''l" tow&rd the beachhead f r CCII 

tho sout..'l capture\l a hUl north o! Tab~tMS :d..vf!r .... sL"\:st. !IOderate enqr 

res!!. t.anee . The drive :~out.h !'rtc the Lir.on sector reachft1 a l t..:"'e 

had been retiJeed t.o on remain.in."" pocket . On s.n._"!IR!" , our t-roop:~ attac'.ced 

ene~ positions one rnil~ north of HinabruJ~an . 

ComMunique dated 10 December report• torrential rains on Leyte , 

renderin • terz·ain 1n tho north almost imposoabl• , 

£AST?:rul FROeiT 

llort neut o! Budapest, Soviet units advanced up to )0 .. u.,, ukinr 

the town of Vae , ...nd reacll1n....,. the Slovak border nort.h: or t.he ~nube bend. 

stron1• Axi s re1istance . Fi f teen e:~-Ues south or &Jdapoat. , t hey ude 

another Olu"'ube crouin,: which wae eon:,olid&t.eJd wi t h t.he Lake Balaton 

front. . 
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l!UROPIWI THEATER 

1. On 7 Dooombn weather drt.otloally ll.Utod o.ir oper&tlono . The 

8th Air Force W&a I.J'IOlmded. 

In the 24 hour a end!nc at aun.aet, 7 Dece:lbar, the Taetical Ai r 

Forces flew 282 aortlea. Theao lnoludtd attaoka VJ 90 Uoaquito boaber1 

on c<BIIWlica.tiona e.nd bi llatlrl& a.rea1 lo northwestern Germany and Holl&nd. 

Six en~ &l rcr&tt .. re do1troyad; .. loat two plane1 . 

Durlnt the nl j;ht or 7-9 O.oo-r, 52 RAF llooquitoeo attocDd 

a.rou . 

Duri ng 6 e..nd 7 December , 8 r oobts tall in the Antwerp area.; 

only ono hit !no ide the ol ty . 

In tho 24 houro ondlng at 0600 , 8 Dooe~ber , 14 of 17 flying 

boroba plotted ago.inat J::nglMd wore destroyed. Four l>o1aba modo landfall 

t.nd one fell in the London aroa. Alao , two roclcota fell in the London 

area durinc tho period . 

2. By noon , 8 December , t he floods betwtn the rJedar Rhine and the 

Wa.al were receding sli&htly. There wert no aigniticant changes on th& 

Brl tioh Second or US IIi nth l.ralf tronto. 

The V Corp• ot our Firat Army r•pulaed oount.r•ttaoks on our 

a&l!ent south ot Duren &Dd procr••••d allghtly to occUJr.i high ground. on 

the eutern edge ot the tor·eat or Burtceu. Our Third ~. oontlnulng 

ita driw into the Saar# eliatnated two Gei"''IAn aallenta in ita Unea to 

- l -.. 2 IT ; 'S 
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tho no rth and south or Sa.arlau torn; a.dn.noe elaenta r oaohed poait1. on.a 

three mile a weat or Surbr u.okon . Sou..th of Saarb ruolcen, t he XII Corpa 

thr u.a t & brid&ehead &.o t'OI I the Saar Riw r nor t h ot Saargemmd, and ude 

other gai na at two po1nto to the oo11thou t . 

Ollr Sownth A"")' -~• looal gal.,. along ito front tr1la the 

Soe.r to Str oobo..rr;. Tllo 'J:II Cor po otrdchtenod ito line to tho northeaot 

or Saaro- Un1on and adn.nood o l1£)>tly at oo•oro.l pointe . Tile VI Cor po 

made local proy-eae toward P.a..,enau, "'aoh1QG the out akir ta or the e1 ty ~ 

and a ppr oached tho Rhino 1n cw advance between Haconau a.nd. str a.abourg . 

In southern Ahaco, AMerican troopa o.f the f rench Fi r at Aro;y 

ocmtinued to close in on Col.n.ar t roc tho north and nor thw-oat &long e. 

15- m.il e f ront . Northweet of W:ulho•.lao , F'r anch t.roopa woro fl£htint i n 

Thamt. , tJ'I'ld ad~.ra.nco d aomo two m1loa ,.n a t hroe .. milo front nor theo.at of 

t he town . 

I!EDITERRA!lEAII THEATER 

1 . During the 24 ho11r1 ending a t 1000, 7 Oocombor , ebo11t 200 Tac t ic< 

Air Force pl•nea - t t&okod o~~ioationa in t ho Po Valley and on the 

Brenner Pa.e e route . Weather hanper od operations and pr evented any 

orrenaivo sor tioa by the Bal k&n Air Force . We loe t two planes . 

Durir.& tho night or 7- 3 Docel>bor, 28 hea.y bombero otruok 

the oi l refinery at ll.ooabterbaua. near Vienna. the re.l l yarcla a t Gra:. , 

and t arget• at Villaoh and l l acenfllrt, al l in A111 tria. 

2 . ey 1200 houro o t 8 Doo•bor , Brith h troopa of the E1ghtll 

~ llad t l noly oatabliohod tlloi r b r idgohoad aorooa the Loaono Ri''r 

- 2 -
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wut ot Fun•a In hoary t l ghtlnc and wero holding It with two battalion. , 

ole~nta of which wore patr olllo& toward the city. Other Br itlah troo~1 

captured tho villa&• of Pideura. •~ three 1r.iloe to the 10uthwat of 

thlt br idgebet.d and repulaed a atronc co~teratt•oic, ln.fll;~lng heary 

caaualtlea on the enolll)' and t&kt.n~ a a\aboer of' pr l eoner a . Eneny tank.~ 

..-ere t.cth ... In thla ar.a . ':her e waa heavy ahellin& by enecy artillery 

it: the vicinity of ~~~ nortbeaat of Faensa and D\Diroue patro l t.ction.e 

along the entire ~ front. 

Firth A~ patrols were •otlve: eneQY arti llery tir e lncr eaaed 

in t ho a.rea to the ao\lth and eouthoaat or 8ologna. und also in the coutal 

sector. 

ASI.Il'IC Ti!EATER 

l. During ~- 5 Deoomber , tho 14th Air Fo•·oe flew 180 additional 

s or ties or which 140 wure t•otioal . Target• i noludod brid&•• ond rail 

installatlona on t ho Yellow Rivor f ront , shipping on tho Yungtzo Ri~~~~ 

and t r oop• and t r anspor tation in tho K'wo!lin- Hon&Yt.ng ond 'l'uy\ln- Hoohih 

areas . Thr ee onooy planoa were 1hot down . 

During 6 December the Eaatern Air Comm.a.nd flow 870 •or tiea , o!' 

which SSl were tact ic&l. Dur1n,s thea• ope ration• medium bom.ber e &.'ld 

riitlte r s suppor ted ground operation• on the Ar &kttn, Ch1ndwin . and 

Irraww.ddy tronte, a.nd hea-.y bo11ber a tank e. amall saerohant '"'''1 near 

2. By 7 December, l!r! t leh troopa ~" the Chicdwi11 r r oDt ..,.ro 
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enga.t;ln& the •MIIIi.Y two t.Dd Oeb-halt mile1 oaat ot Kale... Southe&et of 

wett or Pinlebu . On tho Irrawaddy front, Chlc.ote t r oop1 udo el i&)lt ga.ina 

in tho Bhulo &r•& •00 along tho 'iemhJc&m Road. 

I n Chtn&, by 6 Daoombe r, Chinese ro-ocouplod Pachal . Japenoae 

wer e repor ted 20 mdlos weut and 20 milo8 nor t h of T~han . 

PACIFIC AND S0111'llli'E:lT PACIFIC Tf!EATEP.S 

1. D~lni S-1 Oec.aber , mor e than 400 a1dttional eort1oa wore fla.n. 

About halt ot •.heae "r• 0'0"8r the Bou&aia'Yi llo- ·:n Sri tas.n - 'Zo• troland: 

area on 5 and e O.eeahor; eighty- two aore . inclYdin& 65 by B- 24' ,, nre 

flown •t~n.a..,. !!al..=a.b.ra a1rdro.au destr oying one rrountlod bo::aber. In 

the Philippine o.rea on 7 Dece:nber, in o.dditior. to deetr oy1ng tbo 13-sh!p 

convoy ( roportv~ yo1terday) , our aircraft sank one medium t r.n1por t , 

throe ~~11 f reighters , n seatruck and a lug~r. 10t two co&atal Toaael s 

and four small treightor e afi re , and d~ted two othe r amall freighter s . 

'IWenty-1even additional eneny plBl.les W"O re destroyed , lnol •JdiQ.& ten ahot 

down by naval o.nt1o.1ror&J't. 

2 , By 7 Doo•.,.r, on weotern Leyte, the 77th D1Til1on had captured 

Ipll . thr•• ailtl aouth ot On:toc, and expiLnded ita beachhead 3 , 000 yarda 

1outh and 2, 000 yard• inle.od . Our troop• adnnctnc rtorth tvwvd the 

beachht~ t roc the Pala.nae area reached the Tabtu Rinr; t hey repor ted 

intl1ct1n& heavy caeu•ltits on the ene~. North of Or mQC , wo made slow 

progr••• a&ainat •t~bborn oppoaition i n the Limon aeotor and continued 

- 4 -
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to atta.clc enallzy' positions at Uount Catabe.ran. In oent r &.l Leyte near 

Burau&n , eome 200 to 300 enemy par--.troopors who h..ndod during the night 

were ole~od from the San Pablo &nd Bayug airstr ips and wero under attack 

at &uri . In the lktter are~. ene~/ infiltrating par t1eo were turned hack 

prior to the paratroop landings . 

Communique dated 9 Decembor pl~ces the 77th Di Vision in tho out -

skirts of' Onaoo, and statea that troops are driving west through a 

mountain pass a.t J.!ahono.g . 

The main streng t h of tho 38th Di vision landed on Loyte on 

6 December . 

3. on 6 Dece~ber, a single B-29 i n a nuisance raid dropped two and 

one- half tons of incendiary bombs on Tokyo . 

On 8 December, 82 S- 29's of tho 21st Bomber CommAnd and 102 B- 24 ' s 

were airborno to attack Iwo J~a . while surface units ot the Paci fic t l eet 

in a eoordin&tod attack bomb~rdod the island'• there inetallations . 

Fighters escor ting the B- 2~ ' s de&troyed five of six enemy ai rorart 

attemptint to inter oept . Tho B- 29's encountered no inter ception or anti -

e.iror&ft fire ; all returned. 

EAS TERl1 FRO liT 

On 8 Oecenbor. Soviet troops south of Budapest were advancing nor theaat 

ot Lake Balaton against inoroaalng reaietance and had oade oinor geine 

sout h o!' the le.ke despite heo.vy counter•tta.cks . 

- 5 -
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·~n Letter, 5~3~?2 

1 . During the 24 hour• <11din g at ounaet , 6 December, the Tactioal 

Air Forces ne" 1,254 sorties, m.ainly in support of groWld operatio.ns . 

Six aircraft were l ost. 

Detailed repor t of the RAF mission against the Soeat railway 

center on the night of ~ December sates that 2,036 tons of bombs were 

drop~d alld four heavy bombers lost. 

()I 6 December, 818 escorted heavy bomber• of the 8th Ai r Force 

"ere airbome to attock synthetic oil plants a t lle rseburg and Lutzkendorf, 

a railroad viaduct at Bielefeld, alld r ailroad sidings at Lohne. Prolilnir.ary 

reports listed four boClbsrs and t1ro fighters miseing . 

During the night of 1>-7 December, 448 heavy bombers of the RAF 

attacked the synthetic oil plant a t }lerseburg, 405 attacked osns.bruck, 

and 243 attacked the tOII'Il of Oiessen alld its railway center . Thirty-nine 

J.(osquitoes hit Berlin and 41 carried out scattered missions over Oerma.ny. 

The total bomb weight for the night exceeded 4,800 tons; 19 heavy bombers 

and one Mosquito were lost . 

During t he 24- hour period ending at 0000, 7 December, four 

long-range rockets tell on .Eh gland . 

2. By noon, 7 IJecuber, noods had spread in the are& southwest 

of Arnhem and in one area all the ground between tb 1111&1 and the lieder 

Rhine ns inundated. Enemy patrols were activo in the bond& of tho 

Jleuoo southwest of Roemond . There no no oignificant chango on the 

Br 1 tish front . 

E&ot o! .l&chen the Pirst Army repulaod & counto.rattack at 

- l-
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OtO:LASSIFI!l) 
OSD Letter, 6-3-7a 

Bergst ein sout bw .. t o! ()Jren and advanced 800 yar~ toward I.M aouth. 

Hear l!ota, fort "an Queotin tinally ourrenderod to t be T!Urd 

Arley . Tho XII Corpoo drove ahead oo.., ! OW" ail .. t 0111lrd S&&rbNckon, 

roac!Ung tho oouthem edge o! Forbacb !ivo ailet tro .. Sa&rb!"llekon, and 

made local pr<>i!J'OIS to the northeast o! SUral bon. 

' n>e Seventh Amy advanced f ra11 two to tour lllilu on an ei ght-

..Ue fron t to tho nor theu t of saanHJnion , although pr ogr.,a was 

hampered by minaa . An enelQY cou.1terattack on uorzweil•r forced a 

local withdrewal, 

In .Uoace, AJaerican units of the French Firat An;y a dvaru:ed 

to a point !ive aile a north ot Coll>ar despite an OMIIQ' count-erattack . 

French troopo aade local .,una and reached the vicin1t7 ot Tbann 

northwest or WUlhouoo. 

l. Du.ring tho 24 hour• ending at 1800 on 6 V.comber, the Tactical 

Air Force rlow 146 oortios, 12J of the., againa t eneooy pooitioru~ in the 

battle area . Coast.&l planes new 3J aortiea . Balkan planee (135 sortie• 

ranged as tar north aa 0 &rl11Ally. 

()l tho n1~ ot 7 Decemer, 50 beavy boo:bero we re oirborne to 

a ttaek ta.rs oto a t B&l•burg and Dmabruck . •ather h&ooporecl the operat.101 

Two b011bera are aiuins; one en""'1 aircr&!t • • doatroyed . 

2 . During tho 24-hour per iod ending at 1200, 7 V.comber, patrole 

ot the Bril.ilh E11bth A:nr:t penetrated into t ho urshy area north o£ 

Ravenna tor approximately seven lllilea. The V Cor pe •d• local gairul 

- 2 --
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agai.zlst strong opposition eouthnst ot F&enza; Pol1oh patrol• operated 

north or Brio ighella. There was conaiderabla pa t.rol a ctivit)' on the 

Filth J.rw;y front oouth,..,ot or Doola . on the Italian battle line u a 

whole, there ne no subot.antiol chanao • 

.L5:U.TIC T!IE.UER 

1 , fUrther reports or the :ZOth Booober e-nd attack on 7 Decuber 

stat.o 87 B-29• a hit the plant or the llllnchurla Aircraft Co-.zy at 

!IUkdon with 286 tone ot t>o.ba, ro<tr bo.bed Darlon, three booobed Chonghsier 

and t><o boJCDed targeto or opport<tnity . rw.nt:r-au (probably 39) """"" 

planes were shot down. ., lost ol.x bombera or which Io<>r were destroyed 

by eno_, action (two ot thoso by r&lllling ) . 

AmCrlg 46 additional l4 th Air Force sortieo reported for 

4 l)tlcembor wore tho•• which IIMk and dbaaod tho Japanese shipping 

reported yesterday try CO!Glnlllliquo and anothor 11ttack on shipping east 

or Hongkons where one 400-foot i'roightar was probably sunk and another 

da<laged . For 5 Dece~abor, 23 tao~ioal and :V supply sorties ware reported . 

In tho two days , t wo plenos wore lost. 

D<tring S Dec•bor tho Eu tom Air COillllland no,. 981 sorties of 

which 4Jl ware tactical . F1ghtare eupportad Chinoso troops in the BhSmo 

area and bombed tal'&ots an 'tile trranc:t41, Chindwin , and AreJ<an fronts . 

llediWll bollbers and !ight.ora anpt raU linea and hit raU install& tiona 

1n cantral and aouthem Bur.. . a--24 •• attacked taraots an the cout near 

llcyab . 

2. By 6 Dece-r, BriU.ah patrolo roached points 12 and l4 lliloa 

-3-
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OSD Lo<<or, 6-3-72 

out of the Chindwin 1ivor, near )!awl&ik and to tho north , without 

adYa..'\ooa ao~th fr~m P1mre and in aeotora aouthweat &D4 aouthea.a t or 

Blw:>o. A looiU &a.ln on tho !r&lcan f ront plaood Allied troopo oi&ht 

mi loa 1 outh of Koladan. 

Japanoae moving into China f r om Prenoh Indo-Chin& wore reported 

to have occupied Lunsohou on 3 December . 

Pl,CIFIC AND SOUTJr:IEST PACIFIC Tl!EA'l"S!lS 

1. CCI:UIIW1.1q,ue reporta that on 7 December an one.IJIY oon•oy wu 

d1aco .. rod approaohln1 the Or.coc area from tho north . There followed 

two-•o.y a.lr &tt .. OU iJ1 •hioh W8 ao.nlc all 13 ahip1 of tho OOltTO;)' ( 4 large 

transporta, 2 Md1~ trei~tera and 7 doatroy.r1 or deatroye r-etoorta) an 

ahot down 52 planea , while we lost one destro~r, one a=all transport and 

l'!w pltlneo . 

An additional 305 eorties were roportod ovor the Southwest 

Paoitio for tho period 3-6 Deeomber , inoludins tho•• Whioh follow. 

On 3 December over 60 bomber• and fightara &ttooked airdrome• in 

Ha.l.m&hera, and &irdrcaoa ill t ho Celebea were the pr1no1pal ta.r geta 

for 80 other•' t"Urther a trikes were mt.de near JUnduao a.nd 1n the 

Vogelkop area. On 4 Deceaber. Halaahera airdraaea wert t..pin a ttae-ked, 

~hia tiM by aore thaD 90 planea. and a.n a.irdrc=• 1n thl Cele'bea •• 1Rtll 

•• t he Vocelkop area were alao etruok again. On 5 Dec•ber, patrol 

plan•• exploded a Japan.•• rreighter near Kindoro , ••t two ~a11 

treidlt•r• &tire oear Uf.n.ila , and destroyed a 001.1 t al vee .. l near the 

Tt.laud l olo.ndo. Our lou••• tor the period wera one bombor and one 

- 4 -
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On 6 Dec"""'or, eas t of Leyte boo enemy bombers were destroyed 

in an a t took o.n our shi ps . 

2 . The ?7th Division {less one combat toarn) landed three miles 

southeast of Om oe dw-in g tba night of 6 December and wa• pushing north 

toward Ipil , encountering sporadic resistance . 

l)lring the day of 6 Doc801bor, ow- troops advancing north on 

SIWlr were reported shelling wright . In tho Limon area a drive south 

toward Ormoc was initiated . North of tho pal anas River"" occupied two 

hil l positions northeast of Balogo . En~ forces were contacted near 

l.!abonag and in tho vi cinity of li t . Bato . Enenzy infiltration parties and 

paratroops were reported near San Pablo and Suri airst r ips on t he night 

of 6 December. 

3 . On 5 and 6 Docombor , noutra1i:at1on of l!arshall Island targets 

continued rlth strikes against ll:>tjo and ![a.loel&p. Gun positioM on 

Rota and the airfield at Pagan ..vro olso hit; a l arge warehouse on 

Babol thuap n o destroyed . Early on? Decombor, ten on801Y planes attacked 

Saipan, dost.roying one , and damaging t wo, of our !!-29 's . Six of the ten 

planes wore destroyed . 

EASTERN FRONI' 

On 7 De comber, soviets advanced fW'ther along tho fronts south of 

Budapast , making short gains in tho lako Bail. ton aroa and not of 

Csopol I el&nd. 
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1 . n,ring tho 24 hours endinc et aunaet 5 Dec=ber, the Tactical 

Ail' forces new ) , 291 acrtiea . llioaicna included oupport of ·rmmd 

operationD, D<Bbing of eefended areao and launchir.I" oites beh!r.d the 

ba.tt.l4 .!.irte, &rid escort ror various bcalwtr att..tc1<a . ftlirteen ene::y 

aircra...."t wera c•stroyedj we 40!t. 17 planes . 

:Jet~il• of the 8 th Air force attac< on rail yards in t..'1e 

3, 200; ene"')' aircrart doot..royed, six (1nc1ud.1n,; two Jet planes on the 

ground) ; our los:ses 1 to•J r !1J•ht.,ra and r:ulv'ln bcn~ra . 

On 5 Docnber, tank worko at Jerlin and rail yards at Munster 

wore struck by 541 heavy bombers of the 8th Air Force wlth 1 , .300 tons 

of bombs . Uore than 700 fi"htors ooccr~ed the bombers and encounterod 

strong aerial opposition in tho Berlin oren; fil;hters claim the dastrJetia 

of 91 enem,y aircraft , ~r looe05 wore 12 bombers lllld lh t1~hters . 

n,rin.t 5 Decel'\ber, 91 RAF hoavy bonbers attnckod Hamm to complete 

th• destruction of the tOII'n and ita rail facilities . SO!Ile JOIJ tons , 

consisting mainly of very heavy bombo, wore dropped . That night tho rail 

center at Soeot lf5• att•ckod by 4H5 heavy boabero, while 65 IJosqui toes 

h.it LudwiP,shal'en and Nurnberi . 

n,r tng S Dece:bor, ono add1Uonal fiying ba.b fell in the 

Charleroi area, and two roekoh landed near Antwerp . 

1n the 211 houro endinc at 0600, 6 Docaber, four rockets •ore 

repo~od landinY 1n ~land and 15 fi:rin& boobs • ere plotted. Four of 

- l -
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2. ':"M rload b~~•een ~he Neder Rhino ..nd t,.. "K&~~l lorced 

Canad.il\n anrl Jrit.iab troops in the ar""a sooth &nrl eouth•oat. or Arnhem. 

to pul back their position• still fUr~her . 

To t he onot o! Aachen the front wa• relnt1vely quiet. A 

~all oounterat.t.ack po'l.nt-"d at Lucherbure no-r·t.hwotst of Duren was re-

pulsed. Tho V Corpo captured tho villa~e o! llorvo~eirl and repulsed 

several atte~pts at infiltr~tion to the north and i~edia~~ly ~~•th 

of t.t.f" to:m . 

The Third An;;· continued its driv~ ln~o t.h~ Saar . At Saa-hute:-

two orid--eheada keroaa t.'"le Saar Ri.Y-er 111ere held ~!lplte conti.nt.al en~ 

eounter:lttac\cs . The XX Corps., advancing three 111Uea and CilpturinP 

Ksrlobrunn ana Lud.-oUor , i s now within four 01Ueo of the city of 

Sanrbruckon . farthe r to the south ~he XII Corp• ".ntnnd six mUes on 

an aight-MUo f •·ont, reaching S&arl:uund whore house-~o-houso fit·htinr­

contir.uod . Other olemonto or t..~e XII Corps pl'OI•reo .. d ton miles , reachin 

tho vllla~o of Birlingan . 

Tho Seventh Ar.:zy made local p"""raoa to tho eas t o r Sarro-'"n1on 

and cleared llersweUer, northwest of Ha;rer.au . 

Tbe Firat F"""ch AM\)' continued to draw lta lines ti 'hter around 

tbe Gor~~an Nln•teenth Amy in Alsaco, despite heavy roeletance in tho 

s outh wh ich forced tho withdrawal or a salient northeast of ~ulhouse . 

~erican troops of tbo French II Corps cleared SeloatAt and ronarnl 

advances were raac:te on Col•·nar by French and Amnr1cnn troops 1n an ~t~.rc 

extending frao tho aroa oaot or Goraranor to tho ffh1no , 
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1. Dlrine the 24- hO<lr period endin2 at ll!OJ en $ Ooc..,.ber, 

adverae w~tather grounded etrate-ic bo!nbersJ limited Tact.ical Air Force 

plMes to lSl s ortleo , Minly near Bolo,~na, And confinea Constal and 

Bal<an forces to 49 sorties . 

On b Docernber, uscortud heavy bomroro droppod 54o tons on 

railroad yards ln Yu•o•lavia at l!aribor and Rrod and in Austria at 

Cira:. and in t.he Vinnna- 3ra tiela~ta area . Thirteor e:neiiJ• aircraft were 

destroyed; ••• lol'lt. e1t;ht. bccbers . 

2. By 1200 of o Doceaber, the :.i. ·h~'l "-'"'>:~ wu pusoin,- patrols into 

the area t.o the nort h and nort.hw'4St. of P.avenna . 1&twe!l'n Ravenna and 

faen~a, Canadian patrol1'1 had reached the La.11"n' .U.ver west of Russi 

without estobliohlnr contact with t he enfllcy . A all•ht advanco wao "'de 

on a t•10-1nile f ront t.o t.he aouth'l'rest of Faet1za e ~ni.n:~t. ticrce oppo~ition . 

Polbh troops repulsed fou r counterattacks on thoir poa1t1on on llonte 

Rinaldo Md ~ade s~e pro~ress to t.he west . 

On tho Firth A.Nf3 front, t.'le British XIII Corps made local 

eatns 1n t.ne area sotit.h or .kola . Else..nero ~tt front. was without. 

slmlticant cnanse . 

ASIA TIC n!F.A TER 

1 . Preliminary reports atate that 80 B- 29 '• ot the 20th Baober 

Cocrowld attacked an ai rcraft plant at llukdan on 7 Dec.,ber . 

2 . Co=ique reports that on L Doco~ber, ! il!hter boolbera ot the 

- J -- .. ... . 
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lLth Air :toorce struck a heavy concentration of shippir.~ 1n the Ianr.tz.e 

Riv~"'r at PeJlt:teeh, destro;rinc one freip·hter , leaving twu ft-ttif,hterts 

!reL·ht.er ea11t. of ::ihan;.hai. Twent.y- •even t.aetieal eortie' were .flown 

:nsinly ~ain.st bridges alor.o. t.h,_ ~ Road ~rcr Laat~io t.o :,'ahY..ai. 

359 •ent tactical. Fioht ers provided close support !br Ch1.nase troops 

a~ 1lul.'fto 3lld hit tar~ets on t.ho lrrawadd,y River fron~ Wid in t.no Shwebo 

are •, north ol' •Jandalay . l.!qdiuiO b0"1bor s ,-.,pt raU linoo 1n central 

J , I"J 5 [eccber, Al ion ~roopa ac::"Oss t.>te ~1.ndw1n il1ver at 

Xalewa adv-.nced a :dle e.ust. a.tta!nftt. li---nt opposition . Fi•nt.in-- contin.J.ed 

e4;ht. 1n1lor to t.ho north . Chinese troops .:!lOuth o! Bharto havo adv-.mced 

four milo• alon~ tho main hir,hwny and are within 18 miles of Namhkan . 

No chango a were reported on t.."lo othor fronts . 

In China, the Japanese aJvanca toward K-.e1yaf1t occupied Tuhshan 

on 2 Oeecber and by 3 Deco,.bor was a few ::ile• OO\Oth of Tuyun . At t.'le 

aL-e t.irle a colu.:::.n to t.he eaat. occupied Pacl'-..ai and eont.inuea nortt.w&rd 

eif'.h~ miles . No further report has been received coneeminl' the Japanese 

~ovement north tron French Indo-china. 

PACIFIC AND SOU'MYEST PACIFIC TIIEAT&RS 

l . Uore than 329 additional aor~ies wer e nown durin• tho per iod 

2-5 Doe•bar over the Southweet Pacific . Targets for 2 Doc•ber included 

- 4 -
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the D..un.aguete and Fabl"'ica ai rdromes on Negroe and the airport s at 

Cagayan and Pada.da on !Ji:nd.af!.t~oJ f i ve enemy aircraft wore destroyed . 

Other fighters and baobers attacked the LMgO!ln and Kendari airdromes 

on Celebes and tar;et. on flalmahera and Boeroe . On It Oecer.lber, supply 

and bivouac areas north of Ormoc were a ttacked. A pat1-ol boobar sank a 

fuel barge , and destroyed one enem._v aircraft near Davao Oult . Cn 

5 December, .,.e struck airdrcxr.es on Lu7.on and Cebu, destroying two 

ens~ planeo . other tar gets incl uded Flores and Timor Isl ands and 

tho fiewak area . The sante (l"i.y nine enetcy aircraft were de:ltt"o:ted during 

attacks on Allied shipping "outheast or Ls~e . 

2. On 1J Doc ember , in •h• Limon area, the X Corps advanced SOO yards 

alollF: the Orrnoc Road against heavy opposition. On S December, XXIV Corps 

troops c rossed the Palanas River and a•tacked toward Balogo against slight 

enemy resistance , and an attack northeast reached Kang Dagit . Troops 

moving west from Lubi toward l.!ahonag reported no opposition . Our for ces 

on s~~r have initiated operations to sei~e the east-west hiPhw~ f~om 

Wrieh t t o Taft . 

J . On It Docombe,., 36 fighters hi t g.;n positions on Rota and ot he rs 

stl1Jek Pagan IslWld and, on 3 December, llareus . One Japanese bomber was 

destroyed by f ighters ove r Saipan. 

EASTERN FK>!IT 

Northeast of lbdepeot Soviet units, with air support , exerted in -

creasing pressure . South of &d.apest, tr oops frm Csepel Island crossed 

to the west bank o! the De.nube and established several small br idgeheads . 





7 lOP 81BCI•r 
DECLASS!FrZD 

UijD Le~tcr , 0-3- ?2 

Advancinu: over difficult. marshlands in the Lake Balaton area , So\rie t. 

troops scored gains despite several Ge~an, air -supported countera~tacks . 

No:rthweot of Belgrade , Soviet. and Yugoslav t roops made gains acrce:s t.he 

Danube . 

- 6 -
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l. I>Jrinr the 24-lwur period ending at sWIIIn, 4 Dece::ber, the 

Tactical Air forces n•w 1,455 sortiee, tho 171&jor1ty of which were over 

the bat.t.le area on the Continent; 19L. aircraft. nttv. prear-rruwed support . 

We deotroyod one one~ plano and lost nine aircraft . 

On L Deconbor, 156 escorted RAf heo\7 bomb•r• dropped 941 tons 

on Oberhauaen ond ?7 othore with three V.osquitoeo attackod a dam near 

Heirbach , southwcat or Colo•ne , with 149 tons . That night, 781 heavy 

bOI!lbe!'1' and 12 "oaquitoeo dropped 4,.3L tons en Karlsruhe and HeUbronn; 

o6 Jlo3q'Uit.~r att.acXed Kapen and other t.arget.s 1n ~e~ar.y . Patrolling 

Yosq~ !toe! deatro:nd rt ent!<:y planes . Stovent.eer .. eaV)' bo- ·er1! and one 

Uooquito failed to return . 

I>Jrin1• .) ard 4 Dece:.ber, t wo additional !lyin • banbo landed 

in the M&l.re<\)1 area and ono near Bruasele . Threr rockets roll in tho 

Liege Rren and four near Antwerp . 

In th• 2L hnuro en din;; at 06ov on S Deconber, one rocket fell 

in Enrland and ton !lyiJ13 boc:bs were plott•d, or which only one ca:re 

overland; ant1a1rcr&1't destroyed no. 

2 . On tho trent of the Second Brit! !h Ar-y, all o"'ar.lzed reabtanct 

nst o! the lleuoe !!her had been cleared by 1200 of S lllccber . Northeos· 

of Aachen, our tore:•• rep.1laed t.wo count.erat.t.acka 1n the •icinity of 

Lucherberg . East of !.!etz our Third Amy continued to drive on Searbruckot 

two colwmo beinu within seven miles or the city. <Nr XX Corps no" holds 

two bridgehead• aoroee the Saar Rive r southeast or Saarlautern and has 

- l ------
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cOIIZpletod ~he ero.,inr or a ~ir..ental cQr1bat teaz:> . Fir.h~in~ continued 

1n the cit.y and a eount.eratt.ack t.o the northwest was repultted.. OUr 

111 Corpa Jt.&de gains up t.o three .,. lea on a ~n-mUe front t.o the east 

or &Larre:""Und . Local pro"ress waa aadl by other elaenta of the x:r 

Corp.e nortl>eut. c f F'1nac.L ·pr . 

entered Ja!er-zweller a ... al.r.flt etrorr. r.sitt.&nCfl: . Hohntock r:ounta!.n dCID.inatin,-

Schlucht Paar:: war cleared or the en•y . 

lli:lllTERPANEA!l THEA'i'ER 

1 . D.lr1n~: the 24-hour period endinF. a~ lbOO on 4 Deceltber, the 

Tactical Air Force fle• 951 eortios ~o attack clo•• support tar-,eto in 

• the battle aren and co~nlcations in tho Po Val l ey, the Brenner Route 

and Yugoolavia . Constal and '~kan planes flew 135 sortieo; included 

were a.t.tcu:ks upon tr4JlspOJ~Gt.1on in northwet~ tern It.aly and sweeps over 

Yu~oslavu . We loot nino f4th~ers and one modiwn bomber . 

On 5 December, weather prevonted operations of the 15th Air Force 

On 4 December, four !Iiddle East fi~htere 3ttacked t r ansportation 

on western Creu- ; one fi#\ter was lost . 

2 , By 1200 hours of <; Dec.,.,ber, Can•dian troopo of ~P Eighth Arrr;y 

occu0ied Ravenna a!t.er the eneooy had ovacustod ~· city , and advanced 

dawn the RaveMa- Forrara hi.Fhoqy ~ llozr.ano wllore the high• ay crosses 

the l.aJoane River. h h beliov...S that. no ntoiet.anco J"Ma1ne in the 

swa:r.-py area east or the Laaone Jd.ver and north ot Ravenna . Southwest. 
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of Jtet.zano other Canadians Wflr'e ~reet.in re:siat.ar.ce as they approached 

the J...amono . A count.erat.tacl< supported by t.ar.ka was repulsed north 

o: ~ssi. The Polisr. ll Corps continued to ll&ke J.oeal advo.nees along 

it.s trnr.t. 50'.lthtest. of f'aonta and captured !!ont.e Rir.aldo r.rrt.h or 

3r1si~hel.a despite heavy reeia~ee and a eubaequent. counterattac~ . 

Southweet. of lmolk on the Fifth ~ front, a counterattack 

was t"epuUed and local ••in• •ere made . Thf"r~ "ere no other sirni!icant 

changes . 

ASIATIC T'r!Eo\TER 

1. During J December the wtern Air COCT1'and now 1 ,12u sortieo, 

of whi~o 46o were tactical . B-24's at•ack•d targets in the Gulf of 

l!Artaban area and on the rail ll n• to 3ruwkok ; two B-24' s are missin2 . 

Fight e r s swept the Chindwin Md Irrawaddy rtivor fronts and med11U1 bomber s 

attacked rail lines through control ~ma. 

2 . The 14th Air Force reported some 70 additional offend ve sorties 

for 2 ana J December , '"hich included •ttacko on YlUlgtze shippinl; and an 

r ail and road t r o!fic in thft Honoyang-Linrling area; Liber ator s a t tacked 

target • on the Liuohow P.ninsula and mine d the Yo.nr t te Rivor near Hankow . 

) . By L Dec.,..ber, Weat A!rican troops on the Arakan front, after 

il11 advance s outh t'roa the Paletwa area, were hold.i.ni an eaat.-west. line 

fraa the Pi Chaung River to tho Kaladan ld.ver, aix ailea aouth of Kabdan 

'liLa&• · Thert~ • aa no aaJor eh&n£o on tho Chindwin front . On the 

- 3 -
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Irranddy front. ao,;t.h ot Bha::.o, Olinese t.roopa were in ccnt.•ct. with 

the en.y on t.}'wl aoutJ\ bank or t.be Sh'Mtli River, rive ail,.s aouthweat 

or lien;: lllc&lc . 

PACIFIC AND soun:WEST PACIFIC THEATERS 

1 . t.!Ot'O thiU't lOU previously unreportod sort.1ea wel'e flown in 

the South..-e•t Pacific area in rea. nt days , including a 92-t.cn attack 

by B-2~ 1 a en four Mirdroces on Halmahe~a . Iaprov.,.•nt of our Leyte 

airfields continue a . On u llecl!'mbtr, four llarin~ ti«hter equadrona 

ar:-ive J on Lqt.e tr :a the P ;]_au5 . 

2. In central Leyu rainy ""ather continues . By ~ Docater, 

XXIV Corps t roopo nort'l of San Pedro advanced 1, 20U yards toward lit. 

Majuna.;;: . Added reinforcements were sent t.o the Palanae River sector . 

Com."'!tunique roport.e that oor forcos turned back an ""Cnt'f n:irht tank attac: 

on tho roadblock oouth of Limon . 

lie lost ono plane 1n the attacks on BabolthuRp, p,.,viouoly ,.,ported. Or 

.) Jeer. ~r, our aircraft. att.1\C~'!'d F.a..l)a J.ia'l a.nd Iwo Jilna, P:ou, Pagan 

and Yap. 

On L Doccber, hl figllters and nine divo bomO.r• attacked 

Ponapo and 'liotje, witn tluo l03s of one !J.chter . Operationo ~~ttainst 

Jaluit were cancelled due t o weather . 

L, Pulo Anna I eland wao occupied on 20 November wHhout oppo•ition 

- L -
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08D Letter, 6-3- 72 

During S December Soviet troops continued their advance and 

reached the ~outheastern shore of Lake Balaton on a JO~ile front . 

South of Kaposvu Red Army tro~"ps advanced south~Test to the Drava 

River despite stiff Geman resistance . South of Apntin , the Soviets 

made omal- gains on •he wut bank of the Danube . 
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EUROPEAN THUTER 

DrrtASSU'I~ 
080 ~OLtor, t- 7~ 

1 . Dur ing the 24-hour p«r1od enci1M at ouna~t, 3 Decci>er, 

Tactical Air Forces flew 1 , &77 sorties . Of these , JSl were pre-

&rr1J16ed "'round suppOrt.~ and tho rer.a1ncer •ere c::ost.ly ever t.he 

itt:.ediat.e battle ana; 200 tous or bcrba •ere drop ed on st.ron?po!nt.s 

and co-.unicat.icn eent.ers . TWo en..-.y planes were dest.royed. Wa lost 

eleven . 

On J December, 20b RAP bOI'Ibers new t1Vcr wes~ern Cormany but 

failed to ba.l> because o! cloud . That night, &leven lloaquHoea attacked 

s teel worYs at Hallendor! . 

The comunique reports that 1 , 200 bth Air Force b0111ben~ were 

airborne on I. December to attack rail YOJ'da in the D.•a•eldorf-Kasoel-

Wainz area . 

On 2 and J DeceJ!Ibor, 16 additionru. flying banbo and e~<:ht 

rockets landed on the Conti nont . Ono bomb hit Brusoel• and five rocketa 

hit the Antwerp suburbs . Tho l"em&ininr llliosileo dropped on ecattered 

points behind our linea west and south or Aachen . 

In the 24 houro onc11w. at 0600 , 4 Deeomber, ten rockets landed 

in Enr,land . 

2. In the 24 hours endinlt at noon 4 Dec ... bar, the Firat Canadian 

A:rmy was forced to withdraw farther to the southwest of J.rnht121 by rlooc!s 

caused by breached dikes , which had inundat.ed an area approxiaately ten 

ailea wide and four llilea deap. At Venlo, the Second British A:rmy clearec 

- l -



tho last eno~ bridgehead woat of tho Uouse . 

On the Aachen front our Ninth Army continued to att ack ner 

Julioh without appreciable change in position. The Firat Anny, in 

heavy fighting, cleared several villages along our linea northwest of 

Duren and southwest of Duren made o. local o.dve.nce to within a J:lile of 

the Roar River . '!'here was no othe r change south to Luxembourg. 

Tbo Third Army ole~rod the wost bank of tho Saar Rive r between 

Saarlautern and a point 

fighting ~• in progress 

five miles north of Uer•i g. 
-fi, ..... e~ 

in tho ~r town whore a 

Hou.se -to - houetf 

brid~ , captured 

intact , is being usod to continuo the advance ea~t. Other Third A~ 

gains were made s outhwest of Saarbrucken. 

Tho Seventh Army was advancing northwards along a 20.mile front 

some 25 mi l oa nor thwest of Strasbou rg . On the oast flank of t his advnnct: 

our front line was one mile west of Reichshofon . Farther to tho south, 

fighting continued in Selost~t and loading elements were Geven miles 

north or Co lma.r. 

Tho First French Army made small gains to consolidate ita 

advances north or Balfort; northeast o f Uulhouae enell\Y count,era.ttH.cka 

fo reed " alight w i thdr11wal . 

MEDITERRA.l!EAll THEATER 

l. During tho 24-hour per iod ending at 1800 on 3 Dooombo r, tho 

Tactical Air Foroe f l ow ~29 aortlea , about half of thom over t ho battle 

drea and the remainder agains t oom~unioation faci lities i n northern 

Italy and Yugos l avia. Coastal and Balkan planes flow 165 sorties . 

- 2 -----
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Weather hwr.pered operations . Wo lost one liC)>t banber. 

During tho nights or 2-3 and 3- 4 December, 30 bombers of the 

15th Air Force dropped supplies in Yugoslavia; two were lost . On 

L December, heavy bombers were grounded by weather , but 29 fighters 

attacked a bridge in Yugoelavia. 

2. In the 2L hours ending at. noon L December, Canod.ia.l'\ t roops 

of the l;;ighth Amy advanced rapidly along 1111 e~ht-cUe f ront reaching 

positions loss than t wo miles west of Ravenna ; patrols along the coastal 

nighway moved to within a mile of Ravenna without makir.g contact with 

the enemy . On the we!ltern flank of the advance, Russi vms taken . South-

west of Faenza, British and Polish troops attacked across the Lsmone River 

on a four-mile front, advancing mor-e than a mile aR.ainst stif fening 

resistance . South of Iroola our F'i!th Amy occupied Casola Valsenio, but 

~iere were no other s~nificant chanees on i t s front . 

ASIATIC THEATER 

1 . For 2 and 3 Decemoer, the lLt h Air Force reported 32 sorties 

during which a medium freighter was sunk east of Hongkong and a 150-foot 

gunboat probably destroyed at Kiukiang . 

2. On 2 December, the Eastern Air Conmand flew 971 sorties , of 

which 398 "ere tactical . Uore than 100 tons of ba:tbs "'""" dropped on 

rail installations in the Bangkok and Pyinmnna areas . One plane was lost . 

3. On 2 December, the British on the Ch1ndwirl front occupied Kalewa . 
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t. . that day , Jap.nes~ t.roops • ere reporud t.o haw &o\'ed northea.s-t. 

troa French lndo~n1.na, crossing the bord&r into Cn1na and ap;.roachi.n& 

hod ioola~ed a Ch1neoe division 12 miles south of Tuhehan . Another 

Chineoo d1v1e1on wao ln contac~ with tho enemy at Pochai . 

PACIFIC ANll SOllTliWEST PACIFIC THEATERS 

l . I>J r1n• tho four - day period 29 :;ov...,bor - 2 December, more than 

73'S additional eortiea werP nown 1n the Sou~hwoet Pacific area. B-2L • s 

att.acked aird~oo on Palawan and ~~e~roo , nroppW, ?4!, ~one . Li;;hter 

planes a' rue" other airdr<lrnes, suppo:"""t.ed ground foreea and at.t.acked 

t.argets on Lf"yf': e . Operations repor-t.s eonf"i.ref" t~e a ink in~ or three 

trei~htoro near Romeo ( repo rted yesterday by COIIr:llnique) and listed 

tho following additional shipping sunk : on~ frelf.h~or• transport near 

Panay And one 1n ~acansar Strai ts, one escort vessel and two coastal 

vessels near l)ornco . Twenty- one enetl\Y planes "'·oro doot.royod. We lost 

two heavy bombere . 

en )0 Nov~bor tour Jap planes raided ~lorotei dool.royinr seven 

or our •roomdod planos and da::A&:in~ 21 othero. 

en J Dece:ober X Corps t.roops on ~o con~1nued to advance souu 

on both aldoe or the Omoc road, cl earinr •• .....,. pockeu in ~he rear of 

forward el.,..,nto . Other ~roopo doet.royed a roadblock o®thcast of lit. 

Catabaran and continued attacke against strong positions . The XXIV 

Corps noutral1ted a eerie• of pillboxeo on the oou th bonk o' the Palanao 

River and probed enemy positions for weak points . Our troops made gains 

on th• eant elopes of lit . Lobi and con~1nuod to attack 1n tho San Pedro 

area. 
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2 . On 2 Dccd:nber, Iwo Jima air in!ltalla.tions 'nere banbPd for the 

sixth consecutive day, thl.a tim! by 26 B- 24 1 s which dropped more t.'lan 

.35 tons . S1xteen fighter• attacked P.ota and others Babelthuap. 

EAST£/lN FRO!iT 

On L ceceober, in their dri ve southwes~ of Budapest, Sovie t troops 

JJ"..ade extensive gains nort hward alonr a 70-mUe front , approiiching Lake 

Bal .. t on . Yu~oslav partiows captur ed the inland pot·t of Knin . 

GENERAL 

Remaining elements of the 6Jr d and 70th I nfantry Divisions have been 

ordered to ports of e:nbarkation tor move:n:ent to the european Theater . 

Headquarters detachments and infantry r er,1ments are already en route . 
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Due to criHcal obartogo o! tl.ru far o~raUcnal ••• over-

seas ~be&tlre aro boing surveyed with a viow to ut.1Usin& tiroa which 

have becom. exceaa because of curtailment or activitiee . 

EUROPEAN THEATE!l 

l. !M-in& tho 24-hour po<riod onding at aunaet1 2 Dtcblbor 
1 

tho 

Tactical Air foreu n .... 11 801 bollber ond fi&btor aortiu. Hur]J 800 

tona o! bolli>a w re drcppod on <lofendod aroao and bridgoa bobind on""iY 

linea and en a tronc pointe in tho battle aroa. !lovoft OIIOIQ' planes wore 

dostroy~~dJ we loa t 28 airerait. 

On 2 Dtcollber I the RAY dropped nJ tent on • Dortauul oil plant' 

and that night hit Hagen with 1,9'n tone while 6o lloaquitou attacked 

Gioooen . Patrolling aircraft shot down t wo onooq plano• and destroyed 

ono on tho ground. "!'10> heavy bO!nbors and a J.!oaquito wore loot. 

JM-ing the 24- bour period ending at 06001 J Dtced>or , five 

rookoto toll in England. 

On l and 2 Dtco.doorl 26 adc!ition&l nl'inc boabo and tbreo 

roekoto l anded on tho Continent . '!'<ro b<lli>o &Dd two roeko ta bit Anbferp, 

ono or the 11 t tor talllng in tho dock aroa. !!» rollain<lor ot tho be .doe 

toll in wiclo]J ocattorod aroas bobind our Cront n at &Jid aouth of » chon. 

2. In tho 24 hour a ending at noon, J Dteo.ber, tho Canoc!ian l'i rot 

J.:rrq -• forced to withdraw about three lli1oa in tho aroa aoutbweot of 

Arnhea &!tor tho onooq oouood flood.o by broaching dikea along the Rhine . 

Britilh troopo puaocl thr o1Jib the oute r defonou woot of 
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Venlo, reaching the 118\loe; oppoa1t1on ..,., liRhL alt.bo\J8h t here no 

cooaidorable ..,.,.y artUllry tire. 

There ""' no chango on ollr Ninth ~.ray front northeast or 

Aachen . The Firat ~ •de local advanceo &&&inat heavy opposition 

in ita eect.ora northn et. and aouthnat. of Dll"'n . '!'be re-.1ndar or the 

Firat .lrw;f front l Outh to Luxabour& ... quiot . our Tl!ird .lnq advanced 

t.o Sa&rlautern where, a cc-uniqu.e reportAd, they have croased the Saar 

RiTer and are t1&ht1ng in the oanorn part or tho t own. Farther to the 

aouth, alight g&ina " re lllde ton rd Sa&rbrucken. Sa&ro-Unioo bas been 

cleared. 

our Seventh Ar.y gained ground and conoolld&tld iY adv&Mes 

nor th a nd s outh of Strasbourg. Tl!e !'irat Frenc h Ar:t<¥ g&inod •oro t b&n 

throe silos on ito trent northeast of Bolfort. 

3 . .1. large quonUt)' of undlmo.gt d tank and pipe line oquipcent 

having been captllrod !ro11 the eneey, t he llllr Doparbotwt has d i rected 

the EUropean Thea t or of Opera tiona to inn otiga to , toge t her w1 th the 

Brltioh , the poae1b11Hy or returning a oubatan t ial q1.13ntity or tbia 

type of equip.,.nt , inoluding tome which bad boon ohipped under Lend 

Le&se, s ince critieal abortagea or eu.ch equipMnt exi.at in other theaters. 

1 . Do.ring the 24-bour period ending at 1800 on 2 Dec-.ber, t he 

~•tical .ur Forc10 tllw 1, J?S aortiu, ot whic h l.6o wore n """ by 

Mdiua bollbtro a ttaclcint reU bride•• and cauu...,-. , ainl7 on t he 

Brenner r-•· Cout&l and Balkan plao., fin 19L oort.iu. one 
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enol\)' place was dootroyed; ..,. loat tllree fiS)l tArs and one liS)lt boaber. 

On J Docolli>er, oecorted heavy bombare of the 15th J.J.r Force 

dropped 160 tons on r&il and industrial target-a in Aua tri& . Adveroe 

weather limited the effort . Two bo.JI'bera and one fiGhter are miaaing. 

Further repor ts of 15th Air Force operations on 2 Dec~or 

reduce our heavy bomber l osses t o eight ( instead of 15) . 

2. I n the JO-hour period ending at noon J l)eceaber the Fifth 

J.nt1y made local gains along 10 lllile s of its front south of Imla. 

J.n Bi&:hth J;r:Ay attack between Faenza and Ravenna advanced up to three 

llliles along & aix-ad.le rroot, by- passing Russi on tbe west and east; 

oppooition no initially light but became fierce as t he at tock 

progressed . .u.r support was favored by good weather i n this sector. 

Other Eighth Arey troops raported BriSighella clear of tho •"""'Y a.nd 

crossed t he tamone River northeast o£ the town. 

1 . During JO November and 1 Dece:aber the Eastern Air Co""""-'X! 

repor ted 2, 269 sorties o! whi ch 860 n ra tactical. Among these, 12 

B-24•• sank a small merchant vessel and attacked other shipping near 

llorgui, southern Bunoa; medium bombers attaclcBd bridges and rail target. 

on the Salween and Chindwin River fro~ • and in t he l!Mdalay areo, whil< 

ot hers at tacked two rail ote tiona nor th of Rangoon and bolli>od shipyards 

in nartheaatom French Indo-{)hina. 

2 . By 2 Docod>er Allied t roops on tho Chindwin front • oro within 

two miles of Kalen, • bile those advancing south along t he Chindrln 

- J -
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River wre three and five ailea away on the w at. and e&at. banta 

reapoct.1 ,..17. On the Irrnad<IY front, Chineae t.roope 110nd eight 

nles along the Nllahlcaa Road to a point 24 nlea oouth<las t o! Bbl.lao . 

South ot the Shnli River they occupied llong-l!kalc. On t.be SOln an 

front, Chineoo troop• were eight ..Ues southwest o! Chefar«. 

SOUTHliEST P.I.ClFIC TIW.TER 

No of ficial report haa been received tros Oaneral ll&c.l.rthur . 

flU c~que da t.ed 4 Deced>er reports the ainlcing b)' patrol planes 

and b.-,.,.1 ot three treigbter a ( two ot 1, 000-tona, one o! J,OOO-tor.a) 

in two act-1orw near BorDio . 

Ground action on Le.Yt• lOU lildted by heavy rainfall to local 

attacks and patrolling. 

P.I.CIFlC TIIE.I.TEI\ 

On 1 Decllllbor, Iwo Ji.al4 wa.s hit ! or the fifth consooutive dt.y by 

B-24' • whioh d ropped 57 tons of bo:obs on t.irtielda . Pightoro attaclced 

pagan, Rota and Babeltbuap. On 2 December, aix •cl1wa bo-ro attacked 

axe. 

en&ine plt.nt a t ll\l.laohino, n ear Toqo, OOTen otblra hit the Tokyo dock 

t.ncl induatrial area, and two attacked Po.&•n. One 8-29 -.. loot to 

en.ay ac t ion, and four otlwlro were loa t over the ocean while returning 

from t ho n oa1on . .l.bou.t 40 e~ planea nre oncoiiJlttrod over tho 

- 4 -
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primary targe t, of which "" shot down tour (probably 12 ) . The 

weather waa clear, with excellent via1b1l1 ty. 

EASTERN FRONI' 

on J J)Gcembor the Soviet s captured lliokolc 1n odvanceo ot tive 

miles a nd more extending along a JO-milo front. to t he northeast; other 

gains were '"'de along a ol.Jnilar front. 20 miles farther nor th. The 

advance toward _Lake Balaton continued northward on a t ront trom Kaposvar 

to the lla.rrube. 

- ~ -
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1 . l>.u1.Jia t.lle 2L-hour period end.l.n& at sunoet, 1 Decuber, 

t.lle Tactical Air Forces !lew l , Ll7 sorties . Seven hundred ar.d twenty-

two of theee were in d irect support. of f't"OUnd torcee; others dropped 

260 tone of bo=bo on defended areas west of Saarhrucken. Fivo enemy 

planes wero destroyed; we lost nine . 

On 2 Cocember, 250 bombers of the 8th Air rorce, escorted by 

55'0 fightoro , attacked url!halling yar ds near Koblen• and Ringen . 

Prel11111nary !1gureo are : 28 Gero:an planes shot down; ll boou<ers and 8 

fighters risoing . 

'!he nl.cht of 1 - 2 Dece::ber, 78 RAl' l!ooquitoes attacked 

Karlsruhe and other tarp,et. in Getmat'IY . 

~ring tho 24-hour period ending at 0600 on 2 Dece:>bor, 

eleven rocketo fell i n EnglMd. 

On 30 Novembor-1 December, 38 additional nyin1• bombs and 

five rocketo fell on the Cont inent . More t.lln.n half the bonbo landed 

in spar sely oettl ed ar~ao well behind our front, ,. .. t and eouth of 

Aact en . One b~b fell in en""')' terri tory near our front l ine south 

o~ Saarbrucken and another landed just behind our lines in t.lle oaoe 

area . S1x bCIIlbo and two nx:kets fell in Antwerp proper and a oingle 

boob hit t.lle conter of Liege . 

2 . In the 2b houro end.l.n& at noon, 2 Cocerber, there was no 

change on the Canadian and Britb h Army fronts . 

- l -
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On our Ninth Army's l e ft nank northeast of Aachen, the 

fill Corp&, in a general advance on a six~lle i.Tont.J eaptured Linnich 

Md several mnaller towns on the •~test bank ot t.he Roet- River . Advances 

on the northern flank of tho Corps sector were l !Qited by opposition 

from dug- in tank• and pillboxes . The situation remained unchanged in 

the ~rea southwest of Julich . 

OUr First Army' s VII Corps cleared the 1 orthorn tip of the 

Hurtgen Forest and approached a vill age in llhich US unit• had been 

isolated the previous day. On its southe l"n na,.k, t he Corps advanced 

~ore than half a mile, repulsing a strong counterattack duri ng which 

enemy parties penetrated our lines te~porarily. Adjacent units of 

the V Corps made oinor gains over heavily mined terrain . The 

ren:ainder of the Amy front south to Luxembourg r emained quiet. 

OUr Third Army advanced along a front of more than 20 miles 

1n the XX Corps sec~or northeast of Uetz; positions were extended 

alor1g tho Saar River west s.nd south of Uerzig and advance elements 

we re wi thin t wo miles of Saarlautern . South of Saarbrucken the XII 

Corps reached Saare-Onion . 

The Seventh Army' • XV Corps made small gains north of 

Strasbourg. The VI Corps hel d the waet bank of the Rhino at Stra•bouro 

except at the northern t ip of the city; all three Rhine br idgeo at 

Strasbourg were reported destroyed. To the southwest we advanced five 

miles to the outskirts of Seleatat . 

- 2 -
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The First French ~ advanced roro than three ~iles east 

along a 12-mile rrmt north or "•ltort , lmprovac! their positions on 

the nortln<ostern ed,>:e of llulhouso, and occupied Hun1n•on . The ene:ey-

was reported o till hol cl1nc one bric!Peh•ad west or the Rhw m1C!rny 

betlreen llulhouso and !laael. 

1 . 0'\ 1 Deeeaber, adverse weath•r prevailed. The Tactical. Air 

Force new SB6 sort.i•s Oj!ainst bric!;es &nd ...... unic<~tions 1n the Po 

Valley nnd along the Brennor route and a few close support targets on 

the Eighth Army f ront . A dam 1n tho Bronner Pass was breached. Coastal 

and Balkan planes new 69 sorties . Three f ighters wore lost . 

On 2 December, tho lSth Air Force dropped l,OJ2 tons of bombs, 

principally on oil plants in the Vienna and Blechhammer areas . 

bombe rs and one fighter oro Missing . 

F'ifteen 

2 . To 06oo, 2 DeceMber, the Fifth ~ front romained quiet from 

the lledHerranean to the .. ctor south of Bologna . To tho east, British 

troops of the Fifth ~ made local advances to consolidate position• 

between Casola Valsenio and llodiiliana , The Eighth Arn!y continued t.o 

gain ground north of forli between t.h1 ~on tone a.nd L&mone R1 vers . 

PACIFIC AlfD SOUTltiEST PACIFIC THEA 'l'BP.S 

1 . During 86 additional aortioo ,..ported for .)0 NOYe.tber, JJ 

b0111bera hit air<lroo:ea em llindar.ao and Luzon destroyinl; several Jap planes, 

- ) -
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16 fighters participated 1n attacks on shipping ott Cebu, and other 

tighters sho~ down two planet; one !1ghtor waa lost. 

2 . On 1 Deceo~r on north<>rn Leyte the X Corps, to the sru theut 

of L!.Joon, made further advances oouth aP,ainst cletel"'llined el'l!lley 

resistance . In central Leyte, the XXIV Corpe reduced onea:y positions 

in the countaina aouthwe•t of 0.,&1'11 and patrols were operatinG 1n the 

areas to the northnn of lit. Lobi. Other units ot the Corps were in 

the Lake Danae area . Diviolonal artlllery ahelled Omoc .rra. positions 

on the Palanas River . 

J . On 29 november, lwo Jim& air 1nst.a...lationo .... re hit by 29 

B-24 '• and on 30 November by 2$, making four consecutive days of 

attack. One Jap plane was deatroyod. Other targets extended from 

Hnha Jin:a t o Babelthuap. We loot ono mediun bonber . 

On 29 November, one enemy plano was ehot down during attacks 

on our bases on Saipan and Tinian . VIe suffered no damage . 

4 . On 27 November, principal reliotance ceased in the caves on 

Peleliu . Since 21 October , when the Blot Division began clean-up 

operations, 1,300 Japs have been kUled and 1L2 taken pr1ooner. Our 

losses during th1o period were : 92 kUled, 622 WOilnded, S m1osing . 

ASIATIC 'I'HEATER 

1 . On 1 Dtc•ber, the Uth J.ir Force n ew about 90 sorties . 

llea'll}' bombers attacked Fort Ba,yard (Luich"" Peninsula), Kainan and the 

- 4-
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l(owloon cloeka ) I'.Od.I.UD b<>cber and f!J!ht.er oorU01 wer. Oown over the 

Salwe011 !ron~ . 

On 27 Nov.,.ber, 45 B-29'• att.acked llersui harbor in aouthem 

Burza , in addition to ~hoae which attacked Bangkok that do¥ · 

2 . On ;JO November , on the I rrawaddy fl'ont , llritioh troops 

occupied Pinwo withou t opposition . Farther to the east, Chinese t r oops 

eontinu•d the reduction of tho isolated Jar-nese rarrhon within 

Bhamo while other elo~ents reached a point approxi~r&tely 16 oUeo south-

eaat. or the ci~y alon,• the !la:::hkam Road without oppeaition . In the 

salient lOUth of Bh&=o two Chinese CQap&nies crossed the Shweli River 

eaat of Siu. 

On 1 I)o;llcer'lber 1 Chinefe t r Qop8 on the Salween ftoont occupied 

Che!ang on the Burza Road aouthwest of llangshih without opposit ion . 

::ASTc.IUI FRONT 

On 2 Deco~ber, the Soviet • made gains east of Kosico in Slovakia . 

In Hungary , they enlarF,ed tholr Danube bridgehead north of Poco, 

captur ing Pal<s , and advancing 16 cilea to Kapos,.r . 
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EUROPEAll THEATER 

1. Duri.ng the 24-hour p&riod ending at aunsf!lt, 30 Novemb6r , t he 

Tactical Air Forcee flew 2 , 001 aort1es . Among th6ee , 536 aircraft 

flow di rec t support over tho 'battle oro~ while other s dropped 257 tons 

of bombt on defended vi lla.ges in the Cionn&n rear. Two bombers a.nd three 

fighters werd lost . 

On 30 !lovember, RAF heavy bombers dropped 686 tons on two ook· 

ing pl ants near Obe:rhau.sen , and 37 Uosqui toes att&.eked an oil plant a. t 

Du!sbw-g. That n ight, Du!oburg was hit with 2, 877 tons of bombs , and 

57 Mosqui toeo attaoked Hamburg and vicinity. Two enemy ple.nos wore 

dostroyod; two bombers wore l ost. 

During operations on 30 November against targets in the Leipzig 

and other area.a in Gemany, the 8th Air Force dropped 3 , 4 17 tons or 

bombs . Re vised losses reported by communique reduce the numbers of 

missing aircraft t o 40 bomber s and 13 fightora; otght of thoao fighters 

are believed tafe in friendly territory. 

During the 24- hour pariod endi ng at 0600 on 1 December, no 

r ockets or rly:!ng bombs fell in !:ngland. 

On 29 and 30 Nove111bor, 57 add! tional flying baaba foll on the 

Continent, nearly half of t hem near Liego . F1 w additional r ockoto tell 

neur Antwerp . 
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2. In the 24 hours endjng at noon l December, the Sri ti sb made 

loc.a.l gains north ot Venlo. 

On our Ninth t.nd Firat Army f ronts oaet or Aaohon, advance& 

were l icdted to minor gains in isolated sectors . Heavy opposition con­

tinu<~d . 

Our Third Aroy roached the Saar River at t hr&e points neu.r 

Wer tig and advanced to within three ml les of saarlautern. 

On the Seventh Array f'ront, the XV Corpa rude m.t.nor gaina to 

impr ove i ts positions north of Strasbourg, and a ttacked an one~ bridge­

head i n oaatern Strasbourg . A Prench armore d column advnnced f rom 

Er-atein more than fi ve milea south along the Rhlne, while other Vl Corps 

units advanced on Sol estut f r om tho north and ware within three miles 

or tho city on tho ~at. 

The Firat French Army gmned ao~e ground northeast of Be l fort 

and impr oved its positions along the Rhine east of Wul houto and northwaat 

of Basel. 

l. lluricg t h<l nig)lt of 29- 30 No,.lllber. 30 heavy l>anhero ot tho 15th 

Air Fbrce made "Pathfinder " attacks on wn oil plant at Li nt and other tar­

gets in Austr ia and southern Germe.ny. On l Oecembor, heavy bomber a wore 

grounded by tho weather. 
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!>uri"' tho 24- bour peri od endin& at 1800 on SO Hovoaber, 37 

lddi\ft bca~ra of the Tactica l Air Force hit two railroad br td&e• 

eaat o!' Wll&n a.nd 250 f1&hter bo.oher s conoentrat•d on ralla and r oada 

In tho no rthern Po Volley. Tho Coastt.l and Balkan Air Forooo flow 82 

1orti oa , principally over nor thwestern Italy, Yugol lt.via, and Albo.ni a . 

iYonthor hamporod all operut i ons . iTo l oat four fightera . 

2. In the 24 houra ending at noon 1 December , Bra&111an ard 

Brlthh troopa •ta1n repul sed enezy raids at&J.n•t our poalttona on the 

Pi~h Anq fron"t north or Piotoia IO'I d ooutheut of Bologna. On t he 

eu t ern Muk ot thla front Br itish troop~ coneollda~d their pod tiona 

near Fontartelloo; farther to the south~ Br itish Indian troops adYancod 

more than thr.e mi les to occupy a hill posi tion not.r the road le&din.g 

northwut lo Faonu. On tho Eighth Ar"'J' f r ont , othor !ndian unito 

advanced north ol' ~1orli to c apture importa.nt onomy poai tiona botweon 

tho Montone and LMione Rivera . 

ASIATIC TI!EATER 

1. !he 14th At r t"oree ro;Jorted 55 orten•1 Te •o rt1•• on 29 '~n~er . 

3Z or th6s over the Sal noo f r ont . 

The IL'» d&y tho Sa.atern Ai r Co:nat.nd rl•• 1, 0 42 1o rt1ea or 

which 481 were tactical . In those oper& t1ona ZllldJ.w bomber• &tt aoked 

rai l r oad 1netallat1ons 1n tho Wandalay tll d Pya-wbwo ar••• and fighters 
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supported ground opera tiona throuflhout BW"lU.. During 29- 30 llovor:~ber, 

15 Libera ton hi t Bon&lc:ok. 

?ACf"lC RlD SOtr.miES7 PACIFIC 'l"ll&ATERS 

1 . On 28 !love~~Mr, 47 Soloa,ona-ba.aod tighter• and aedill:l boabera 

attacked to.rr;ets on Now 1.-.llllld. and 103 tl&Rtora d e::ooliahod buildint;e 

and ~pt motor tr&rrto on tho Gazelle P.ninaula or New Britain. 

On 29 November, 16 B- 24 't bcabed :J.atina alrdrOC>O on W.ndan&o, 

dostroying two Jap b<1111bera. S!xtoon tip.tora owopt Cobu and tho 

C~oto' Ialanda . Sixty aovon aortlea were reported for 30 ~veober; 

those included 26 against Jap ahlppin& In tho Uaabato -Cobu area and 

18 by heavy barnbors ,over Colobea where throe Jap bombers were destroyed 

a. t Art a.:lrdroma . 

By 30 Nowmber , tho X Corps wo.a oonvttr ging on enelllY posi tlona 

In tho vioini ty of Tolibaw and Bonbongon. In contra! Loyte , the XXIV 

Corpe continued to reinforce tho Pa lanaa River uoa a.nd ropul aed 

several enemy attacks in that aootor. Roaiat&nco waa encountered nor th-

out of LUbi i n tho San Pedro aroa. 

2. On 28 llovombor , llavy fi£1>t.ro and Mdiuo bcnbera att&okod Nauru . 

Ponape and te.rgota in tho llarahal h . 
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On 1 Decembe r .. So\''iot a.ttonpts to or oss the D6ltube at Kalooaa were 

ropo llod. North of Poos tho Red Army continued to advance toward Lako 

Balaton . I n the Balkans ., Novi Pazar Wll3 occupied by Bulgarian. t r oops 

and Soutari w~a repor ted evacuated by tho G0rmans . The Soviet s continued 

to advance in western Slovakia. 

GE!IERA L 

1. Tho remaining alOl!lonts of the 42nd and 76th Infantry Division• 

have been order·ed from their home s t ationa to pol'"ts o f onbarknti o n for 

mova~out to the SUropean Theater . Elements proviously ordered wor e 

hoadquarterM detno~rttB and Infantry regimonts . 

2. General Eiaenho~r reports that an US- Br itish- French agreement, 

r etr oactive to 6 JUD6 19441 bAs been roaohad for the handling of tort $Dd 

r elated claims againot US - Bri tish forces in Pronco (oxoluding damage f r om 

action by or against the enemy, which i n no case will be char ged to t ho 

Brithh o r US) . 

Br itish- US r esponsibility will i nclude payment of French o lfli>~a 

arising out or criminal acta by our respectiv e personnel. Cl&ima for 

pr operty d~go, tra!flo acoident4 and other oivil matto ra aris ing f rom 

our oooupo.noy wi ll bo p&id by tho French a.o recipr ocal aid. In t r affic 

accidents involving damage t o government pr oporty of tho respective 

go vernments, each will bea.r its own loaaea . 

- 5 -........., 


	0001
	0002
	0003
	0004
	0005
	0006
	0007
	0008
	0009
	0010
	0011
	0012
	0013
	0014
	0015
	0016
	0017
	0018
	0019
	0020
	0021
	0022
	0023
	0024
	0025
	0026
	0027
	0028
	0029
	0030
	0031
	0032
	0033
	0034
	0035
	0036
	0037
	0038
	0039
	0040
	0041
	0042
	0043
	0044
	0045
	0046
	0047
	0048
	0049
	0050
	0051
	0052
	0053
	0054
	0055
	0056
	0057
	0058
	0059
	0060
	0061
	0062
	0063
	0064
	0065
	0066
	0067
	0068
	0069
	0070
	0071
	0072
	0073
	0074
	0075
	0076
	0077
	0078
	0079
	0080
	0081
	0082
	0083
	0084
	0085
	0086
	0087
	0088
	0089
	0090
	0091
	0092
	0093
	0094
	0095
	0096
	0097
	0098
	0099
	0100
	0101
	0102
	0103
	0104
	0105
	0106
	0107
	0108
	0109
	0110
	0111
	0112
	0113
	0114
	0115
	0116
	0117
	0118
	0119
	0120
	0121
	0122
	0123
	0124
	0125
	0126
	0127
	0128
	0129
	0130
	0131
	0132
	0133
	0134
	0135
	0136
	0137
	0138
	0139
	0140
	0141
	0142
	0143
	0144
	0145
	0146
	0147
	0148
	0149
	0150
	0151
	0152
	0153
	0154
	0155
	0156
	0157
	0158
	0159
	0160
	0161
	0162
	0163
	0164
	0165
	0166
	0167
	0168
	0169
	0170
	0171
	0172
	0173
	0174
	0175
	0176
	0177
	0178
	0179
	0180
	0181
	0182
	0183
	0184
	0185
	0186
	0187
	0188
	0189
	0190
	0191
	0192
	0193
	0194
	0195
	0196
	0197
	0198
	0199
	0200
	0201
	0202
	0203
	0204
	0205
	0206
	0207
	0208
	0209
	0210
	0211
	0212
	0213
	0214
	0215
	0216
	0217
	0218
	0219
	0220
	0221
	0222
	0223
	0224
	0225
	0226
	0227
	0228
	0229
	0230
	0231
	0232
	0233
	0234
	0235
	0236
	0237
	0238
	0239
	0240
	0241
	0242
	0243
	0244
	0245
	0246
	0247
	0248
	0249
	0250
	0251
	0252
	0253
	0254
	0255
	0256
	0257
	0258
	0259
	0260
	0261
	0262
	0263
	0264
	0265
	0266
	0267
	0268
	0269
	0270
	0271
	0272
	0273
	0274
	0275
	0276
	0277
	0278
	0279
	0280
	0281
	0282
	0283
	0284
	0285
	0286
	0287
	0288
	0289
	0290
	0291
	0292
	0293
	0294
	0295
	0296
	0297
	0298
	0299
	0300
	0301
	0302
	0303
	0304
	0305
	0306
	0307
	0308
	0309
	0310
	0311
	0312
	0313
	0314
	0315
	0316
	0317
	0318
	0319
	0320
	0321
	0322
	0323
	0324
	0325
	0326
	0327
	0328
	0329
	0330
	0331
	0332
	0333
	0334
	0335
	0336
	0337
	0338
	0339
	0340
	0341
	0342
	0343
	0344
	0345
	0346
	0347
	0348
	0349
	0350
	0351
	0352
	0353
	0354
	0355
	0356
	0357
	0358
	0359
	0360
	0361
	0362
	0363
	0364
	0365
	0366
	0367
	0368
	0369
	0370
	0371
	0372
	0373
	0374
	0375
	0376
	0377
	0378
	0379
	0380
	0381
	0382
	0383
	0384
	0385
	0386
	0387
	0388
	0389
	0390
	0391
	0392
	0393
	0394
	0395
	0396
	0397
	0398
	0399
	0400
	0401
	0402
	0403
	0404
	0405
	0406
	0407
	0408
	0409
	0410
	0411
	0412

