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tlCLASSfFID 

Oo~ L<Ltor , ti-8-71 

!neater CO!"::DU.ndera hlve been authorized to awnrd theater ribbons, 

in outoLanding ""d exceptional cases, to oivill.ona •ho haw contr ibuted 

to the welfare And effectiveness of our troopt: nnd ehnrod their hard-

ships and dan~ora . 

!!:UP.OPE .LID T:IK l:lllTEKrWEAN - STMTE:l!C llR 

)0 J~. Joth ll>] Air :o:rce and .~:..? o~raUons w,.re ca.nc('lled 

bec~...:"e of vore~ "P&t.her. i!owever, ten )~ddle-.:...:lJit. based litht 

Jl Jan~. Dror, in l , J!o tons en ar. oU rdlr.ery at ccobi<rb"Um, 

677 ••• rtod he.•\)' bom~ro ade tile heavi~st at\Alck to .ato b. tN! 15th 

Air l•c·rce a.-:a!n't a ainr,lc tarf:et. A few of UY.'"O ''l.O.nt'ts attac~d t.he 

rail yu.rr!s at f'llribor a..nd IJra&. Ei~"~ht bonbern 1 ud o firhtcr ru·o rniaaine . 

In :.\lr~o , <>.'ntindn · bad weather forced tho r•cnll ot th Air Force 
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DECLASSIF I ED 
OSD Le tter , 5-3-72 

30 January . 'J't,e !'actical Air l'orcee, har.1pered b)' weather , new only 

257 sorties . Soall-scle attacks vrerc nade on r{lil corrar.unicotions in the 

~olopm-l~ob:cnz area :.md support missions Trere nown av~r h.l!!oee and the 

nortrern end of the front . 

Our.IJ;; the 2L- hour period endin<; at 0600, two r ocke t • fell 'r. Antwel']J, 

ru1d eleven rockots md 00 fl.,rlnc bonbs fell in nearby areas . One nyi.ng 

bomb fell outs ide or Liece . 

Ourl.n;; the 2L -hour period endin: ~t. 0600 , Jl ~anuary, neither rockets 

nor fly1Ilt; bombs fell in !')lgl and. 

31 January. &;· noon, Canadian t roops hnd repulsed two Oerman efforts 

to 1·einforce the Island in the l.!a.lee River north of Tilburg, Md had cleflr6d 

tM 1r l and of the enemy . Other forces Mndc a local ~ain norttm-est of 

!.ijoer.en . 

The attack of our !.inth, .Yit·Gt nnd Third Arm1e~ contim1ed on t-he 

LO-mile front nlow the llel~o-verman frontier eouth from II.Jrtcen Forest . 

The tiinth Amy and adjacent fir st AnliY units made advances aver.:teinb a 

•:tile a~o.innt s tror..;• resistance on a seven-mile front south of !lonschau 

.r .. or est. . Farther south1 the First Arey advtLncE#d t wo milos alon~ a si.'llilar 

!lector a:;e.inst decreasi..nG resistance . The units attacl:ine; east ~d south 

of st . V1th made l esser ··ains . 

l n Alsace , American w>its with the t'irst french Juey ;;.dvar>ced 

•liGhtly north or Coln!Al' and otre r American units made local pror,ress 

north of tuns t er . ln a Corps attack , french troops l'lilde local proeress 

north of •'ulhouse and wer e Ol'\l:a;;ed in hard fi/(hting in the eastem o.nd 

western outskirts of Cernay . 
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tE"USS!fHD 
OSD Letttir, b-~-72 

J0 January , '111c Tncticnl. Air F'orce n ew 107 sor tieo in addition 

to the 1 , 000 previouo1y reported. 

31 January . Tactical plMes new nore than 7hS aorUeo . Abrut 

lbO ""'d110 bonbera attacked rail lines Wld brid••• In north• astern 

Italy, the a1n •eL:ht of the ~ttacl<s f..Uin,· or U.o ~rc,nnor !loute . 

l'ore than SOC rJ.t';htCl"v destroyec road Md Mlil tl":t.tl8fOl"t Md brid;·P· 

beyond th~ 04ttle lineo . Five of our ~ircratt ,.,,... lort . 

Thoro wu no s1enif1cMt chan~e on tho Itnlie.n battlefr ont . 
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rt'LASSTFrU 
O-D ~ott&r, 6-3-71 

29 Jonu<U')' · l'ha &aa~m Air Coore.ar.d new 2,)1< sorties, of 'IIIlich 

n2 were t.acticnl, chiefly in support of 'TOW\d Oi'<'r&tiOM. '!'><enty-three 

escorted heo.vy bcr.lbera attacked tho B1n. n-!>l.a.m and i'et~- ~t.aban railways, 

drur.agin;'t foul· bric~~etJ . h'e lost t wo planes . 

)0 Jonuary . 1'went.v-!1ve escor~d B-24•o of tho 14th Air 7orce 

barbed the docko at l:lankow. One fi.gh~r io missing . 

On •hB So.l.woon front., the enf!ClY continued his attacks ac;a1mrt Allied 

positione on the au- Road southeast of r;3:'Jlkam. Japanese attacks au.o 

contim;ec on the bridj:ohead area near Sin!lll . ()! the east bank of the 

C~inawin, ilrl.Uoh troops h.>d :tdvar.ced J0 .-Ues ooutj, ot •lonywa without 

e•tabliehi"'! contact with the en""Y· To the soutl,.~ot, J ritieh troops 

~r.ovine eastward fr011 r&uk l<ore within 25 milo• of the I rrew!lddy River 

town of Pakokku w!thout ha~ met &.'\Y orr,anizod rosiotance . 

On tl!C 1\Ye!Jon Foninoula , stubborn resist.aJ1ce contlt.uod . Artillery 

fire from tho oouthom tip of Ramree Island forced th• •,<J.thdrawnl of 

""itit<h troopo fro11 Sa liJ Kyw> Island, where they hndod on 27 Jahuary . 

1 February. 1'oro than 100 B-29'• part1c1pa~d in an attack 

directed prir.arily acain•t Singapore , Accordine to proliainary roporto, 

92 bo'llbed tho pril!l&l')', and 20 boc:bed other torr,ots, 

4 
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DULASSIFUD 
OBD Le tt~r. ~-S-72 

29 ond .)0 Jonuarz . Dlr1ng 200 additional eortiee , hoavy b<r:ber s 

a t tacked airfiol<'.a on forno•• • dostroyin;: 17 oniiii\Y planes; othoro bombed 

Cavite, Q:(IUI\1~ lart:o explosions a.nd fire~ . .:ievcnty plo.nen at.t.a.cked 

tar?Ot5 on Now Britnin ond !lew Irelrutd, and 1.4 etlppor ted pr ound force s 

on Bouca1nville . 

JO January . C'A1r forces on Luzon, novir~.,. et~"'StwG.rd ~ ttoeario, 

captured 'diao, -.t.1le our eastern n..nl: was oxp;.r.do<l to a lin• zv.nninj; 

J'r<a l.uno~ to Talavera . In the e..anter, we rct3ched san Vietnt.e , :md, to 

1ro~ the beachmad north or S..bic llay , had occuried s .... ~ ·arcelino and 

ito airfi•l~ and continued ~.eir advance rro. S"bic to ~'~ture Olon~apo . 

A landirltJ oC battalion !l tronJth was mado on Jrnndo Island., 1.n !;~Jbie Bay, 

without opposition . 

)1 Jan\1417 . I napposed, our Ei<;hth Arn;y landed additional t roops 

near Ua8ul(bu1 bat.an~;as Provinca, sout..ll of ''Anila Ray . 

PACIFIC OC.-\.'1 Ar~ 

28 January. Thirty B-24 ' o contiruo the attack on Iwo Ji= air­

fields . That ni~ht throe mediul:> bombora dMalled an on"'')' transpor t and 

a dest royer 1n the llon1no. Two B- 29' • attacked a Tokyo oil plnnt, and 

a third hit Hachijo J i111a , south of Tokyo . 



CFCLASSnl~D 
080 Let ter , ~·3-72 

29 and JO Jonuary . Vn each clay, 28 Liberators roturned to otrl.ko 

Iwo Jirna . Yap, Babelthuap 311d ••arcus ... re attacked by 2L aircra.Ct . 

6 





.., .... t .. .£ 1.. 

• r Lr. - ~-?a 

)1 Jan:wz. Tho Soviets isolated r.oni,;obere fron co,....,ur.1e.at1on 

with t • hal t!c . C•pturo ,r :teUsborr furth r rodaced the bottom of 

the l::ast h'uuio.n pOc'<et . To the west, tho <l A.r'l'\l pushed 10 mUes 

nor th fro• Schnol~""ehl , ••hUo the drive toward <erlin 1 aintainod 

itn I'!IO! -f'lntu in .u1 udvanee of 1.op to 15 l"lll~fl (in a r:u-mile front . 

Soviet troopo thruot to witoin two rr.iles of oatibor In uppor SUosia, 

~nd ... a1rn UJ to 20 .,uf:"a in Slova.kia . 

1 
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~ 
OSD L•ttor , 5-3-72 

£Ul()p;; AND Till> IJiiDITERl!Allt:AJ; - STMm:;Ic AIR 

29 January . Rail,ynrda at Krofeld -.ero attacked by 142 heavy 

bombers o! the RAJ' , turing the night, 59 1.\oequitoes ""re dispatched 

to attack Berlin . 

30 January . Weather grounded both the 8th Air Force and, in I taly, 

tho 15th Air Force . 

l 
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EUllCI';..AJI T&.\Tc:JI 

....... 
DICLASSI111D 

DSP Lettor, ~-3-72 

29 January . Supporting 0\Ll' &I'OIIlld tor coo all alent the !rant, the 

Tactical Air Forces now 2,649 aortioo , Bocbero and tl.ghter-bo:nbers 

dr<Jpped 100re than 1 ,000 t.oruo or bcr.be on raU bridgee , con:::unication 

centore and supply depots eoet or the ArdoMeo and struck rail centers 

in the Koblen•· Y.aioerelautern areas . 0ostruct1on or largo a::>oWlts of 

rail and ootor transport waa cla1Nd. Two ono:ey planes wero dootroyod. 

l'lo lost ten . 

Dlrin• the 2L- h<lur period ending at o600, five rockete and six 

flying bol::bo toll in Antwerp . Ten rockets and 29 !lying bo:nbo struck 

adjacent areao . Ona nytn.- bol'lb tell outaido or Liagc . 

30 Jlll1\lary , ~brine tho 2!,- hcur period onding tit 0600, seven rockets 

fell in EnglL~d. 

Up to noon, thoro wus activo pntrollirtt on t ho DrUioh Second An:tr 

front eoutheaot of Roemond . Somo rorwo.rd positions were overrun by a 

strong one~ patrol but were restored by a oountorattock . 

Unite of our t:inth, Fl.l·ot and Third Armies advanced fror.1 one to 

tlm nrlJ.eo along a 40-milo front ruMing south frcm tho oouthorn edf:e of 

the Jhrtgen Forest . In the araa of St . Vith, bridj;eheado were established 

across the Our River . South ot St. Vith , the advance carried our lines 

In Alaace, American troops launched an attack to the northeast of 

Co~ and crosoed the Col.ar Canal en a ~hree....Uo rront . The F,..,ncb 

Firs~ t.rq advanced &1~ a tour....Ue front nort.lnfttst or llllhwae and 

made local progress ftSt or C. may. 
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--DitCLASS!PTID 
din Lo t t er, &-S-72 

29 J&ru!:!'l · The Tactical Air !'orce new 4.) oort.iu in addition 

to thoao previouol,y reported . Eleven !.!iddl.e- :o:aot baaed planoo 

attacked Cenman troop concentrations on P13copi lelAnd • 

.)0 Janut.~:y , The Tactical Air For ee flew nora than 1 , 000 eorties . 

Fighters att.Mkod raU nnd notor t ransport; n:ore than 100 1118dium 

bomber• atNck at rail,yarda and bridges on the BreMel' Haute . VIe lost 

nino planes . 

turin? the 2~-hour period ~nding at midatterroon, there """ no 

oigniticant chan,·e on the Italian battlen-<>nt • 

.) 
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ASL\':'lC A!O 

DICLASS!P!!II 
OBD lottar. ~-3-72 

26 J>J1Uary . The Eastern l.ir COI:::lMd n .. .., 2,468 aortiee, or which 

7S2 wen~ tactic<ll . Htavy bonbera dropped 240 tons on positions north-

east of !¥ebon. Lighter aircraft supported crounu troops and hit cilmps 

and poaitiona in tho area east of Al<yab and in northern Burma. Fi&hters 

covered the China-bound convoy on the newl,y-oponod •·oad f1·om India. 

21J and 29 January. The l4th Air Force now S6 previously unreported 

ofrenoive aortiee, costly against rail f acilities and attocked shipping 

on tho Yanet.. . Five eno::v aircraft were destroyed <l.>rinr a strike on 

Pailuchi airdro:oe . lie lost one plane . 

29 J4llltlary . (), tho Salween front, Allie• repulsed an attack ten 

zailes southeas t or t\a.mhka..<n and contirrued to reduce pockeU or resi&t.ance . 

The Japaneoo continued to attock the Allied bridilohoada on tho Irrawaddy 

nor th of Mandalay wHhout success . Forward elomentc of the British 

advanco into the bend of tho Irrawadd;r were within ton mileo or llandalay 

and Sagaing. Other units advanced locally in the area southeast or 

Jolonywa. Ene:~ resietance continued both on the l~ebon Peninsula and 

!'.acree I s land . 

26 JanuAry . Japanese troops eaptured Suichwan eirfiold, according 

to Radio Tolc;yo . 

4 
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tr ASSIF:r!! 
diu ~t; ~. ~-~ -72 

SOUTI/.'II:3T PACIF'IC A1lEA 

28 and 29 Jazruary. A total of ).)0 previously unreported sorties 

...,,.., ficrm . ,..,ty- throo hoavy bocber• hit Corregidor and nwoerous 

otiV'r attacks ...,,.., made on road transport, installations, and otron;: 

pointe 1n the Manila a.;, area . Three en•ey f1~hters ""re destroyed 

<hlr1n& strikes on a1rclrolr.es 1n northern Luzon . '!Wo .t'reightere and four 

coutera ""re sunk or left blazing by planeo patrolllng the Jtwkyue 

northeast of FOl"liOsa . We lost one fighter . 

29 Janwu-y. Tho I Corps on Luzon repulsed a co.mterattack nor th 

of Rooo.rio and, t o tho noutheast of San llalluol , penetrated OMtwnrd 

reach1nc a line San Ieidro-Buenovista . South of O<lilr.ba, we advanced to 

Licab. The XIV Corps ""de slow prq:ress in the reduction of anoqy 

positions south and southwest of Clark <'ield and '''"' e~ed 1n heavy 

fieht1n; in the Fort Stotaonburg area . Forward units secu red San 

Fernando, )L air lllilee from t.:anil.a . From the brid,;ehend north of Subic 

a.;,, Eight h Ar::ry troopo ,..,... lllOV'ing rapidly inland. San llareieo and 

San Antonio were secured . i'o!"'lnlrd ele::lOJ\ts hed reached t."" term of 

SUbic at the nor thern end or the Bay . 
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PACIFIC OCZA!. 4!1!!4 

26 January . The previouol,y repor ted ot.rlke or 17 Liberatol'll 

marked the fiftieth consecutive bombar<lr..ent or bo Jil:>A by heavy 

bor.:bero or tho 7th Air t'Orce . There ........ dally :>.vorago of 28 planes . 

27 Janull.ry. Thirty fJ-2L ' s continued tho bombllr Qr.ent of Iwo Jl.ma, 

shootinr down ono of two intercepting plane" . That ni&ht n lono 0- 29 

bOILbed an oU plant in Tokyo . 

6 



<ttor, ~-&-72 



O&CUSSIFIEll 
OSD Lotter , b-3-?a 

.)0 .!anuary. Soviet forces continued to narrow the Cast Prusd.an 

pOcket and had noarl,y encircled Konl.saberg . To ~he aouthwut , they 

scven~cl the Dunz18-l:lchno1demuohl railroad at a point 20 mUos north-

oast of Schneidellllohl . Thoir advance tOYtard !lerl:ln progresaod up to 

15 milso and 1o within 70 m1lea of that oity, tho Obr" River being 

crossed :In the southern sector. In upper SUoda, tho Rod J.ra;y OJ<-

pa."ded ita brid,1oh•ac!s over the Oder. ln Slovakia, there was a ~e 

;tain alO.'\! o 711-aUo front. 

7 
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D!:CLASS l? rED 
OSD La t tb~, 6-3- 72 

EUROPli: Alii> THE I.!EDI'I'EJl!W,EAN - STRATEGIC AIR 

28 January . One hundred forty- three RAF heavy boMbers dropped 

738 tons of bombs on a rail yard at Cologne . That ni{lht 602 heavy 

bombers and l'osquitoeo attacked tho Stutt{;art area and 63 other 

ltosqu itoeo bol'lbed Berlin . Thirteen bombers are mi s sing . 

29 January . Four hundred and fourteen escorted heavy bomber s of 

the 6th Air Force attacked rail yards near Koblenz and Siegen; 355 B-17 

hit viaducts near Bielofeld and Altenbeken; and a third force of )65 

heavies boobed .factories and a rail yard at Kassel . Six ene"ll' planes 

were destroyed; "" los t five bombers and six .fighters . 

lfea thor forced cancellati on o.f 15th Air Force bomber operations 

.for the eighth succeosive day . 

l 
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26 Januery . Tto Taeti<:al Air Fore~• now "oro than 1100 sorties . 

C0!:"'1Unieationo and rail bri~eo noar Kaiseralnut.cz·n"Md in tile Eifel 

area were attacked >rl.th 170 tons of booba; fir,ht.cro new arn:od recon­

naissunca northtlaot or the ~hr. We loet ton planoo . 

D.lrJ.nti tho 2L- hour period end.J.ne at 0600, four rockets and eleven 

fl,ying bombs fell in Antwerp and four rocl<ets and 39 fl,ying bon;bo fell 

in adjacent areao; ono fl.ying bor"..b hit noar Uogo . 

29 January . In tho 2!.-hour period ondinc at o6oo' ro .. r rockets 

fell in England, two or which reached the London area . 

1\'o continuo to advance slowly in the Ardonnoo . t:ortheast of St . 

Vith we l!lovod forward three miles against scattered resi.otanee . To the 

south, between St . Vith and Vianden, we gained about two miloo along an 

18-mlle front . Alliod troops oxpMded their oDJ.ient noz·thwnat of Col.:na.r, 

advancing alone the Colmar Canal and are only threo miles from the 

Rhine . !lorthwoat of t'Ulhouse, we made small gaino in the vicinity of 

Cern"'. 

2 



28 JIU'Aiary . The TacticAl Ur rorce fl.,... 66 sorties in addition 

to thos e reported yeaterda,y. 

29 January . 1'%-eluJ .. nary reports 1nd1cate t.hat the Tactical Air 

!'orces new 781 sorties . llrid,~es 1 particularly in the Bobano-Ver ona 

area and co=unicaUons on the Bronner uoute .,,.. attacked . Six 

bridges and four eneey aircraft """" destroyed. lfe lost seven planes . 

Ground action on the Italian t'ront wao liml.ted to acthe patrollin<; . 
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D!CLASSIFI!:D 
O!D Lotter , ~-S-72 

27 and 28 January . The 11. th Air Foree new 29 previoual,y un­

reported otre~i ve sortie a . Two rail yardo near KaJ.tonp,, in the Yellow 

River area, were bombed and the ~anj)tze River above Hankow """ cined. 

A Japoneae bomber wao ohot down near our Laohokow airfield. 

27 January . l'ho Eastern A1r Coo:Mnd new 4,016 provioual,y un­

reported sorties, or which 984 wore tactical. tloavy bombers attacked 

the lluroa-5iL .. raUroad with 10 tons of ~be, denroying throe bridges . 

!linea wore laid near Bangkok and in the Pakchan River on the Kra 

PeninsulA. l.lo<l1ua and fighter barbers dropp<ld 110re than 100 tons of 

b<lmba Cll'l r,un OlllplAce""" te and ene:zy positions east of Singu and supported 

tho ground foreea throughout au=. 

28 January. Ch1ncoo and American units continued oporationa to 

cleor the J}Jrmn-Laohio Road below Wanting . 

On the !rraW'odey, Japanese attacka againot the Singu bridgehead 

wore again ropuloed. A British column, ClOVing oouth trom Unmabin, 

advanced ten miles without contact . Swth of Oangaw, we scored another 

five miles . 

Another brigade has landed to reinforce the troops on Ruree Islond. 

4 
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Oeo Lottor, ~-3-?2 

SOU'I'lfn".lS'l' PACir IC ARl::A 

26 tttro•~~h 28 J4ZNAry . A totol of 476 previously unreported sorties 

were ncnm. On 28 J&nUary, 25 henv;y bcr.bern atNck supp~ """"" and 

other ene'V inat.ollat!ono 1n the Cavite area and 32 othera bcnbed 

Corre;;idor . t;~arly SO •d1Wl and lieht bcr.bers attacked Laoa~ airdrclc;e, 

on northwestern tu.son, and hit. barracka and ;un ti!.cplacenente on carabao 

leland at the southern entranca of •anlla Je,y . Ot.her planes attacked 

ootor transport and Japanese de!enaive positions on Luton . 

26 JWlU&I")'. 'I'he road fl-00< Roan rio wut to the eoaat """ cl ear of 

the enorn;y and the occupation or San .:AnUel waa ea-:pleted. To the south, 

lllOppL"'! up operations continued near Clark Field and patr olo had reached 

!Jexico and San Fernando, on t.he San ~·omando ;liver. A total or 103 enerv 

tank• have been destroyed on Luzon to deto . 

29 Jll!Ulary . Unit• or our ~1p,ht.h ~ mado unopposod lnndineo near 

San Narciso, on tho ""stern coast of 4tzon, 20 r.liles north of Subic Bay . 

PACIFIC OCUli A!!EA 

26 January . Seventeen Al-cy heavy ball hers attacked lwo Jl.J:la . Three 

9-29'•• on ni<;ht ""ather llliJ!sions , bombed oil inotallations 1n the To~o 

area . 

• 
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c!cusnrnn 
USO Lottor, t-3-?2 

29 Janua.ry . Soviet P"'""""" in Latvia continll6a . Soviet troops 

gained ne!Ll' Kon11;sberg, but north,.,et of JUlenstein, a ealient pushed 

toward Elbl.n<l wae forced to 'll'ithdraw. S!Mll r,aino wore 1!14de northwes t 

of BrOMbel\l , Md !'ightina con tinues in Torun Md Poeen . !.loving forward 

about 16 miles on a broad front, Red t r oops west of Posen extended 

their hold on Oeman terr1to17 south and west of Schneidolll.lehl . The 

bridgehead over tho Odor at Steinau has been etrencthoned and l'urt.her 

advances were udo in Upper Sllesia, and in acut.hom Poland . The 

auault on &dapest continues . 

6 
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L'1JROPB AJ.D 'llil:. ~IEDI'l'£.llHA~'l:.AN - STRATffiiC AIR 

26 ard ;n Janoo r;r. Small missions of MF mosquit oes att-acked Berlin, 

and other targets in west.em Germany . 

Both the Sth Air Forco and, in Italy, the 15th Air f'or eo were grourded 

by weather . 

::18 Januar;y . The Ruhr was attecked by about 1 , 000 escorted heavy 

bombers of t he 8th lli Force . Principal tergets wore coking plants noar 

Dortmund, mar shalling yards noar Krefeld Md Cologne, ard bride•• across 

the Rhine in the vicinUy of Cologno a rd Duisburg . 'J',ronty- four banl>Grs 

are oissing . 

l ...... 
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2'1 January. Althoud> weather U.Ut.ed the TacUctJ. Ur r'orees to 

719 sorties, they continued their attacks agalnst traneport oquijX!lent , 

destroying noa rl,y 190 c>otcr vehicles and 40 rdlr~d ct.r s ln tho areas 

WllSt ot ColO!lJ\8 and Koblonz. 

Durinc the 2L-laoW' period ending at 06oo, four rockets fell i n 

Antwerp; nlno rockets and Z2 flying bOCiba hit ln acute rod uoae outside 

tho city . ,...o flying bo:obo tell near Lioce . 

28 January . Durlnt the 2L~'tour period or.ding at 06oo, eil:tlt rockets 

fell in &-Rland . 

The enoC\)' succeeded in laoding small nunbero or reinforceconto on 

tho lsland in the "euso River northwes t of Tllburc . But Carodian tr oops 

aade lioitod ga1na there during the per iod . 

NorU\seH o! St. Vith , despite snow-eloctod roads end hoavy snowfall , 

1111 coined an avoraco of t;,., miles . ~etween St. Vith and Clervaux 

general advances of t.wo zrJ.l.es were trade . t:oar t.he aout.hu rn Luxe:nbourg 

border, eaot or tho l'oaolle, ... advsncod about • lll.la . 

J;orthoaot ot Col.:lar French troepo advMced two and one-half alles 

east or t.he I ll rt.lver; IJS units •·ainod a llilo to tho oout.h and roached 

t.he line or the Col.u.r canal. ).orth and nor thweet or \llhouao the rnmch 



· .. o,)r:-:_ J 
~ ~D 'b~tur, u-J-72 

27 Januery . Another strike ar,ainst gun positions on Lussin Island 

and an attacl< on a cellulose factory in northeastern Ita:cy ""rc among 

operations of ths CollBtal and Balkan Air Forcos , which flew 6,3 sorties . 

The Tactical Air Force flBW 120 sorties, in addition to the 6,37 reported 

yesterday, mostly against comunication and supply facilities in northern 

Italy. 

28 January. Four rail brid,1es, W. motor vehicles, and 3~ railr oad 

cars were reported destr oyed by the Tactical Air Force during 272 sorties, 

flown mainly in Po Valley. 

There \Tere no s ignificant chances on the battlefr ont up t o mi d-

afternoon . 

3 
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26 Janwuz. The Eastern Air COCII!Iand flew 1,253 sorties, of which 007 

were tactical . l'oro than 270 tons of banbo were dropped on enemy positions 

northeast of t.:.yabon . Support missions vtere nown over other Burma f ronts 

as well, and a ttacks ·.Yere made on airfields , t ransportation., D.lld river 

craft in central Burma . An OJII'!Iunit.ion train wa.a dest.royad southwest of 

Mandalay. 

27 January. The lLth Air Porco new 38 offensive sorties . I: ear 

Nanking , an airfield and ferries were attacked, and a LOO- foot vessel was 

left b.lrning . One enemy plane was destroy-ed; we lost two . 

On the Salween front, Chinese forees west of the Burma. Road advanced 

foot' miles to a point 16 miles south of Nomhkao. Chinese units which are 

clsarinc the Bunna Road t o the north gained tv:o l'liles against stiff 

resistance . 

Tr:enty miles west of !.•andalay, Allied patrols crossed the I>·rawad<IY 

River and moved five miles s outh . ..,ithout contact . Below Ga.ngaw, British 

units advanced another six mil es , reaching tho lC.ya" R1 ver . 

Landin;; a were made on Cheduba and Sagu Y.yun Islands , south of R.amree . 

28 J.llluary. The first China-bound vehicular convoy, composed or 

about 100 vehicles, including jeeps, ~rucks, and artillery piece s, crossed 

the Burma-chine boundary at Wanting . 

L 
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SOU'Tlii'li:ST PACIFIC Alt.':A 

2h through 27 January . In addit-ion t.o those previously reported, 888 

sorti~s were .tlown . ·orty-seven 11111diua bor.hers and fiPht..ere, in •tt.ac.~s 

on t.he .lparri area, destroyed nine ena.v platMta; L) "l-21. ' s a true)< cavite 

and the nearby Canacao sea plana base, and abeut. 20 .;-21. • s nit. defer.aive 

posit-ions and an ........ aion duop at t011cl8 Island in Subic 3a,r . ....,..ty­

t.~e other heavy batbere struck at. Binalba.:an, on t;e~ros . ~ht.er aircraft 

•ere ooncentra~ ~~ainat taraete on Lu&On. 

2#/ January . On Luzon, fi.oeario was captl.ired . In the ao-.1Ul , our t.roops 

sohed An,;ele s and were on the line An :eloa-i n,;alang, ..mue pat-rols ...,re 

probin,> tO!Iards the san ernando ltivet". 

Thirt.oon squadron• ot l4;ht combAt planes aro nmr basad on Lintayen 

field• . 

PACD'IC OCEAN AREA 

24 throu~h 26 January . Additional atr1koa "!J&inot Iwo Jl.ma lT.r JL 

heavy boobors , as well ao the bombing of Kf.lloy& and Shingu by t wo B- 29 ' s 

and attacko on Yap, the Palauo , and Sonaor ol bland by 5L other aircraft, 

were included in cle~d roporta. 

27 January . Dlrin& the prev1oualy 1-eport.ed B-29 attock on Tokyo, 31 

(probably 41) enea;y planaa ,..,.. do•troyod. 

29 Jonuary. lwo Jl&a aUit.ary inat.allat.iona wore struck by B-29's of 

the XXI !Ioeber e-nd. Aeeordin& t.o prolbdn&ry reports, JO B-29' a 

participat-ed with no louoa. 

s 
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29 Ja.n\1&1"}' · ln tho llalt1c area, !'-l tell to Sov1.et forces , !led 

troops reac.r.od t.ne OYtskirt.e ot t on1.,aber11 on t.hroe sides, and tr.ere 

were advances to ~bin,-., where atreet. !irJ·t1n waa report~ed . The &reatest 

adva."tco, re3Ch n"" nearly thirty dlea nor-t.o.ftat. and int.o er-.arv, placed 

Sc . .ne1de:uehl under attack . ~ort.h and so..t.h ot 1reslall, t.'>ree bri~eheads 

'"""' thru•t across the Oder !!1ver. In t'ppu SUesia, the Soviets captured 

Kawnce . 

6 
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DECLASS11.II8 
OlD Letter , 6- 8-71 

24 Janu.e r;r , A ,30- foot balloon was shot down by our fighters 

east of Attu . 

EUROPE A/ID 'll!E. l.!EDITBl!lWlEAll - STRATJ::GIC AlR 

25 J anuary . During the n.l.gl>t, RAF heavy bombors dropped 74 t ons 

of bombs on Grevenbroi ch town and rail installs.tions, northwest or 
Col ogne . 

26 J an\l!ll'Y. Incloment weather forced cancellation of 8th Air 

f'or co botltber mis s i ons a rd grounded tho 15th Air Foreo in I taly. 

BUROPW I TIII:.ATER 

26 January. Bad weather limited tho Tactical Air r'oreos t o 682 

sorties, which wore fi01'1ll mainly in further attacks against withdrawin0 

motor transport. v.~ l ost ,five planes . 

During tile 24-hour peri od ending a t o6oo, f ivo rocket s a.nd two 

flying bombs fall in Ant1'18rp ; f1 ve rockets and .32 fiying bombs fell 

in scat tered areas outside tho city. Two fiying bombs fell near Liege , 

27 January. During the 24-hour period ending 0600, 1? rockets 

fell in D>gland , 

By noon, tho Br itish Second A.ritu north08st of Sit tsrd had advanced 

a milo Without contact to the eaot of Steveno....,ert and reached the 

Roer River at one point . 

1 



D!CLASSIYI&II 
6en Le ttor, 6-8-?8 

Southeast or St. Vith, l ocal vaino were reportod. To tho south, 

our Third Ar11f1 eont.inued the a ~t.t.ck againat the center or the ArdeMeo 

oallent . G~ins ot: over two aUes were .. de in areas tc tho ncrth and 

south or Clor.aux. liorthet.st ot D1eldrch .., 1:10de local advances . 

L'S t r oops with the Fi rat French Amy .ado locel gains northeast or 

Col=ar. In the Vosges 80unt&ina, French troops &ained almost t'IQ llliles 

northwest or Ulnster. r.ost or '.lilllouae the Prench reached the 'l!lur itlver 

at Cernay. 

2 
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26 January. Adverse weather l imited the 'lllctieal Air force to 

SJ sorties . Coastal and Balkan Air Force planes, in 87 oorties, 

attacked targets on Lwlsin Iolsnd, can:nunications in Yugoslavia, a nd 

gun posi tioru~ on U los . VIe lost t,., planes . 

2? January . Preliminary roports indieata tha t Tactical aircraft 

new 6J7 sorties . Close s upport was givon to Allied ground troops, orx1 

lines of communication in the Po Volley were a ttacked . Five bridges 

wero destroyed . lledium bomber• dropped 64 tons on tho castal,i'mnco 

rail yards northwest of Bologna . We lost ton planes . 

Only active patrolli ng and exchangoo of arti llery firo wore 

repor ted on tllo gr ound front up t o mid-afternoon , 

J 
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24 and 25 Janua cy , The Eastern llr Command naw J, JS6 previousl y 

unreported sorUes , of which 994 were tactical. F'ilty- six B-24 ' s struck 

Amaropura, botvreen UJ.ndalay and Sagaing1 and destroyed t wo bridges on 

the !.!oulmein-Ye rail line, along the Gulf of !..arteban. Llodiuc bombers 

dropped 1.0 tons on Japanese headquarters nea r Sagaing orrl era tared 

tile Jleho ai rdrome . Other planes, in addition to &i vine close :mpport 

to 8l'OWld troops, attacked eomrnmicotions , bri dges arrl supply a reas in 

central Burm. Four planes nre missing . 

26 January . The 14th Air Force reported 2? offensive sorties . Two 

enem,y aircra!t were destroyed; r.e lost ooe .. 

2? January . Twenty- two B-29•s of the 1CX Bomber Coi:Ulll nd struck the 

Sai gon naval yards a rrl arsonal. One othe r attacked a socondary target . 

~:one wero l ost . 

In the upper Shweli Vall ey, south of Bhamo, the Chinese advanced 

six mile s . On the J.rravmddy, more Japanese counterattacks against our 

bridgeheads esst of Shwcbo were repulsed . 'n!e capture of ao east -west 

road providod lateral contact between All ied unit s south of llonywa arrl 

those 15 miles west of L>J.ndalay. South of Gangaw we gained another six 

miles . Northeast of Akyeb1 lzyollauns \'IBS occupied without opposition . 

To the south of this tO'I!ll a c olumn approachinl; the lzyebon Peninsula from 

tho nor th gained faur miles . Allies wer e moetine stubborn resistance 

in their bridgehead fiva miles east of the lzyebon Peninsula . 

4 
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25 J anua rv, In China the .;apanese occupied llai!eng a.nd continued 

east along the eoaat. Another .!apanese force lmded 20 lliles eaet. ot 

Hni!enc . 
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22 throuti! 26 ,' lllUAry, !:ora than 1, 0)0 addiUonal sort.iu ""re 

reported . Ovor 200 aircraft attacked Bougainville, New J r1L&in and 

::ew IrolandJ and more than JOO n ew sweepa over t he Vi:sayaa . 1- orty-one 

B- 24' • scorod <lirect hits on Cor rogidcr gun po~l.tions, and about 70 

..,dl.um end licj>t bonbern attacked 1nstall.a.tiono in the l.'anila-8ub1c !lily 

area . Other planes bit airdr anes on Luzon md \lrnished support to our 

ground troops, pert.i eularly near Roeario . Patrol plares and B~4's 

started l'ircs at Tal<oo 'uel storage are•• a..S along the A#Dy wa terb'cnt , 

26 January. Our troops were engaged in J!IOil!>ine-41P the higb &round 

ea.ot n! tho Po&orrul:d.o-Rosario road . fiouse- to-house rightine continued 

in San l:&luoJ. where, the preceding day, 20 enooy tanka .-ere destr o;red , 

Jap8Jleso olanenta which .-ere by- passed in the Cabnuan HUla had been 

des t r oyed . \\0 ""ro holdl.n& a line along 3e.mban R1vor west to B&mbao 

~taile troops !~rthe r wost moved south to capture Clark Field and Port 

Stotsenburg (previously reported by a communique) . 

p;.Cil"!C OCE.\ll A.'!U 

24 and 25 J&nU!U"Y, &:or e than 24 airer&l't nt.aeked &n"''' inetella­

tl.ons on llabelthuap and Yap. Two !1~"9 ' • individually attacked Csaka . 

27 January . Siltty-one B-29'• of the m BCIIIIbOr c~ struck 

the harbor !acil1ties and urban area or Tokyo, ond silt bombed other 

targets . Five Jl-:19 ' • were lost t o """IllY ac t i on . 

6 
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27 January. In East Prussia , Rod Arr:Jy units advanced t o >'ithin 

five miles of Koni('sborg while continuing their gains in the southeast 

corner of tho province . Counterattacks north of All enstein wore 

repulsed, and the Soviets continued to push fon 'lr'1 along the Elbing-

Danzig railroad . To run and Posen were surrounded and left some l!l 

miles behind the lines . In upper Silesia the Red dri ve continued 

""tainst incr•Jasing opposition . There were general gains in Slovakia . 

Southwest of Budapest, continued Gerruan attacks "ere repulsed. 
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2S January . Four oedi= boebera attacked Kot.an1 leland, orr 

northeaat.am Paraouaturo . 
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26 Jlll'IUary. Boabera of the 8th Air Forca were crounded !or the 

third oucc•aoiva day . 

Although weather in Italy also pravented of!onoiva operations of 

tho 15th Air Force, 51 bombers carried supplies to YUcoslnvia; ono is 

miseing . 

EUROPiWI THEA TEJ\ 

25 January. Contiroing to etr !Joo heavy blows a;;ainet onell>Y columns 

withdrawing frQO tho Ar<leMes, the Tactical Air Forces destroyed or 

cil=ged more than l,26o o::otor vehicles 11nd 350 railroed c&rs . Although 

the wenther wu unfavorable, 1,075 sor ties were noon, the attacr_. in­

clud.in,> strilcao against brid,;es acroes the Rhine, particularly in the 

Bonn-Koblenz-Trisr trianele . We lost eight planes . 

~tring the 2h- hour per iod ending at o6oo, two rockets fell in 

Antworp . Six rockets and 17 flying bombo roll in scattered o.roruo out ­

side the city. 

26 January . In the 2b~hour period ending at 0600, five rockets 

fell in l:h:land. 

lly noon units of tha First Canadi"'' Al"<\Y had lll&do a landing on an 

island in ~ Wouoe River, northwest of Tllburg . Cast of Sittard, 

British troops ouppcrted by units on the left of the US :;inth Arr;zy gaine< 

n oile en a nine-mile front . 

Our Pirot Arrrcf mado local gains in the sector !ivo mUes north of 

St . V1th. In t ho center of the Ardennes salient we ndvnnced an average 

of cno mUo on a 1)-milo front . 

In northorn A.l.4ace we wiped out the enOl!i)''O two bri~ehoade across 

tho l.!oder River, wut of Hagenau .
2 



South of Selest.at, the French made a one-..J.le gain, but were 

forced to withdraw to their ori{:lnel positions . Ar.lerican troops 

northeast of Col.Jrar gained nearly two miles . llorth and northwest 

of lAU.house, French troops gained about one r.~Ue despite repeated 

counterattacks . 

3 
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2$ J&nuary . The Tactical. Air Force n"" 127 aol'\iee 1n addition 

to those proviouoly repQrt.od. Rail cuts """" errected 1n tho Udine and 

!Ulan areae and !iree started a t the Savona docks . Wkan Air Force 

fighters att&ckod raU movement 1n nor thern YI>ROelavU. . In all those 

operations wo loot tour planes . 

26 January . Thore """" no significant cho~e• alonp t.he battle 

line 1n northern Italy up to md-atternoo:1 . 

4 
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2!, January . The Eaetern Air C<>or...o.nd nn l ,S84 oorUeo of which 

S29 '"""' ortono1 ve . Close support ""'" !l'iven to ground trocpo , and 

rail tareeto and airfi<olds 1n central Burma 110ro hit; nanv;y bCillbers 

minod tho l'enMR area . 

25 January . I)Jrine 1,1 offensive sortiee , tho U.th Air Force 

destr oyed 85 l ocomotives and 1,2 enOl:\)' planes . Forty or the planes ""re 

destroyed near PeJdns , and bali the loco=tivee ""re caught between 

Kail'on~ and llankow. lte lost five pla..,.,,. , 

British troops net or the Chindwin heel a<lvanced ten llli.les south 

ot O~aw. r;ortheast of Alcyab, J.zyohaung wae nearly ourrounclDd. l!e-

inl'orceMnts had been landed on the Bridgehead eost o! the 1'yebon 

Penin!IUl.a . Tha northeas tern half of Ramreo Island wss in Allied hands . 

s 
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SOI"r!!'I'..ST PACIFIC Aro:.\ 

24 January. Al::cn.! a~ leas~ 7J sorties was an a~t4ck on Correi!1dor 

by 44 Llbera~ore ~ich caused fires and oxploaiona . 

25 January . Our troops 1n ~he northom rec~or ot Linr,ayen beach­

head con~inued to attack encr.zy poo1~1ons neu.r l!ooario Md San !:a.nuel. 

In ~he oouth•rn ooctor "" took the h1eh ground southW8et of :Jrunban , 

23 and 24 Jo.rnuuz. Six &-29 ' • """"ather strikes boc:lbed tho 

6 





26 Jsnuary. n .. Red Ari\Y advance recia t.ered 10 to 1$-ne gairut 

on nu""'rou• broad oector.o fro:n KoniS•berg to Breo1au . Konlr nbere '1<13 

ieolnted by a drive Whioh passed oast of Elbing to ranch tho Baltic 

Sea . Soviet troops W8re cloning in on Torun, nnd W8stwnrd advances by­

paoood Po•en on both tho north and the south . lnti1e a spearhead dro'"' 

20 cl.leo W8ot or llrcolau on tho north, other Soviet ele:ocnto ...,,.., 

within ten nllea or tho city on an arc extendin~ frcn north to southeast 
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EIJROPZ A.O:O THE !~ITI::l:!Wii:.All - ST!l.\TtLIC AIR 

2h and 25 January . .Teat her prevented strat~el.c bcr.ber operations 

in both theaters . 

2h January. Althou. ·II luwperod by weather, the Tactical Air Forces 

new 1, $01 oorties . Abnut a quarter or the planes """' over the &i!el 

area, where they reported the destruction or .)J2 trucks, 27 tanks and 

JO ......,red vehicles; about l.OJ nn a.,..d reconnaiss'\1\Ce and rail 

interdiction ll1issiono north or the l~thr; 177 att.acked midget sutnarine 

pens southwest or Ilotterd!tc; most or the remD.inder supported the US 

Seventh and First French Armies . Ton onccy plano& were destroyed; "'" 

lost ton . 

~Ins the 24-hour period ondirlf, nt o60u, one rockot fell in 

Antwerp, and throe rooknto and ?o fl,vin,; bombs .fell in scattered areas 

outside the city. One .flying bomb roll ncar Licea . 

25 January. Durin• the 21t-hcuro endin~ at o6oo, five roekete fell 

in the London and "--sex areas . 

~ring the period ending at noon, the British advance north of 

Sittard toward the Iloer J!ivor continued on a 15"1ll1le h-oot, reaching 

the Iloer.ond- lleinaburg road aidway betallen those towns . 

~ First and Third Andea continued to reduce the Ardennes salient. 

There were ll1incr gains north and oouth ot St. Vith . In tbe center of the 

salient, an ave....:e gain ot two lllilu wea ude and Clervaux captured. 

1 II I ) , 
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Northwost of Diekirch we gained another two miles . 

In na·thern Alsaco , t'i'tO Oerm.an attacks, five miles and 12 miles 

wost of Ha.ge.nau , respecti voly, forc.ed our Seventh Am.y to make local 

withdra'Mll.s of about two miles . 

The French Aroy extended its Ill River br idgehoad, advnncod 

nearly two rtliles south on the road to Colmar, and gair.od a mile nort.h-

west of Uulhouse . 

24 January . Waather pr evented virtually nil air operations . 

25 January. The Tactical Ai r Force new 300 offensi ve aor ties 

a t tackine communi~tion facilities , supply dumps , and supporting 

ground forces throughout northern Italy . 

There ,.,ere no significant changes on the ground front . 
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ASLl TIC ARiA 

22, 2) and 21 Janu&• The Eastern lir Coau.nd new 2, )88 sorties, 

of ""1ch 79) wero tactical . Close support n o ~iven to ~round troops, 

and supply facilities were struck in central 'Ianna . Rail br1~es north 

of Tounaoo und on the Buma-sism route wore doma~d, and tho airfields 

in tho l'e1ktil.a ro~ ion wore again att.acked. Ylo loot two planeo . 

l)trinr, 21 additional sorties, the 14th Air ton:e de•troyed )9 

l ocoootivea in oaatem China . 

2$ January, Seventy-siJ< 8-29'• of the IX Bcr.bor CO=.a.~d were 

dispatched to 11ine the Singapore, Sai>on, cap Saint Jacques and Can 

P.anh ~areas . 

Jnpunooe forces advancing north Blons the Cnnton- Hankow railroad 

ware within 20 miles of Kukong . 
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23 January. Of 290 additionally reported aortieo , core than 

130 were n01m over U!ton . Fort.y· three heavy bombers dropped nearly 

100 t.ons of l><zlbo on Cavite; 20 ot.hers , to ~other with :::edium l>o--.-bers, 

attacked coaot.&l. guns on Grande Island in Subic 1Ja.y . other OO..bers 

struck Corregidor and lett. a lo,ouo-ton tank• r burning off northern 

U!zon . About. 100 Sol<ll!\ons -bued aircraft. hit Bougainville , !;ew 

Britain and tlew Ireland. 

2L January. By afternoon ~ hnd occupied santa Cruz on the coast 

south of Da.sol ~, U!ton . In tho arlvnnce towards ~Ua our troops 

pus hod through !lanbM nnd cn·agod the enemy to th~ southwest . To the 

east., patrols r eached tho outskirts or Cnban3tuan . We captured the 

western half or san tlanucl anninot hoavy !ire . llort.hwes t or Rosario 

resistance was reported broken in tho vicinity of Arnla~ , (The 26 Jan-

uary comrrunique reports that Cla rk Field and Fort Stotsenburg have been 

taken and that patrols have 1-oachod Ansolu and l.:agalnng. ) 

On Leyt.e , a strong on0%!"0" group wan on countered north of Vill aba . 

On Poro Island in t.he Camot.ee Oroup, Till met with reoistance northeast 

of Poro town . 



PACIFIC OCEAJl AHEA 

DECLASSIFIED 
OSD Lotter, o-3- 72 

22 and 2J Janua.ry . Tl•enty-deht S- 24 's attacked Iwo Jima, whUe 

6S other aircraft struck Yap and the Palaus . 

24 January. A cOllJIIUnique states that a coordinated attack was 

made on Iwo Jima by surface units of tho Pacific Fleet, B- 29 ' s of 

the XXI Bomber Catt:1and, and aircraft of the Strategic Air Force . 
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2) January , In the area between Konil!sbcr;; and Elbing, Red 

llX'!G' forces ii> a coneontrie advance i'urther const ricted t he German 

hol dincs · In loss extensive gains to the southwest they r eached 

Torun and to within five miles of Posen . There was a eeneral advance 

on the Breslau front, while to the southeast .f'urt.~er advances captured 

the indus t r ial city of Oleiwi t z . 

6 
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l:.1JROPE AND THE IIEDITC:AAA!I"..:AN - STAATEOIC AIR 

24 January. Poor visibility at bases ~rounded the 8th Air f'orce , 

while in Italy, weather prevented operations of the 15th Air Porce . 

EUROPEAN THEATER 

2) January. In the course of 2,569 sorties , the ·ractical Air 

Forces dispatched 6oo planes on air-ground cooperation missions and 

directed heavy attacks against trwtsportation targets from Arnhem to 

Koblenz , especiall,v in rear of the Ardennes salient . ~ore than 1 , 000 

motor vehicles and 260 rail road cars were destroyed . Ene.my planes 

6es troyed totalled 37; We lost 26. 

!).! ring the 24-h<>Ur period ending at 060u , f01u- rockets and 26 

flying bombs fell in scattered areas outside Antwerp . 

24 January . In t he 24-hou r period endinp, o.t noon , the British 

Second Ar;ey gained another two nil~s, capi>Jrillf, l:ontfort and licinabure; 

resistance stiffened in the northern 5ector of the advance . 

At severol points olon& the Ardennes tront the US Pir• t and Third 

A.rmies made gains of up to t'tl'o 111iles; &evoral sna.ll-scale counterattacks 

were rel"'lsed, p<u:ticularly in the vicinity of St . Vith . 

In a local attack bet ween Hacenau and Bitsch, the ene~ occupied 

Rothb~ck . 

US troops of the French First Army gained another mile north of 

Colmar . A small advance was registered by the French in the ~lulhouae ar 

During tho 2!o-hour period on dine at 060o, six rcx:kets fell in 

England. 

1 
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23 January . ,Uthough hampered by weather, the Tactical Air 

Force flew 696 sorties, mainly against communications in northeastern 

ltaly and northern Jutoslavia; a fuel dump at Cavarzere, ~outh of 

Venice , was set a!ire . The Coastal and Balkan 1\ir Forces, limited 

by weathe~ to )6 sorties , made :onall-scale attacks on shippinf, in 

the Ad.Matic . We lost eight planes . 

2L January. There "''er e no Aignificant chBJlt-;es on the c round 

front in the per iod ending at 1500 hours . 
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21 and 22 January. !'he Eastf'rn Air Comnand flew 4,6&2 sorties , of 

which 1, 50L were ~actical , In ~ddition to operations over l~e leland, 

reported j'O"t.erdny 1 tNpply areas and coo:n~nicationa in central '\Jnr.a as 

well as air!itllds near I eilrt.Ua were att.acked; 1!\:PJ'Ort """ r.iven to 

Allied ground troops . four bridges north o! Toungoo were deetroyed . 

We lost throe planes . 

211 22 and 23 Jar»Jary. furing 60 previously unreported sorties by 

the ll.th Air ~·oree , close sup;.ort was iven to Chinese gr ound forces near 

Wantin;;, and 1,6 loeCI'lotives were destroyed in widespread attacks over 

central Wid eastern China; B-211 18 laid minne in rlon•kor<> Harbc>r lnd 1n 

the Yangtze Rivor wes t of Hankow . We destroyed two ener..y au·crurt; our 

lo5ses were two . 

23 January . US and C!linese troops cut the 8tJ.r:oa Rood at a point 

JO miles SO<Ith or 1/antin;o ' ll"hile fh'O rUes north o!' this point a Ch!notse 

coluc.n reached the road after a 12-<~ilo southward advance . On tho 

Irrawaddy, 3ritish unita repulsed another attack on their brid~~h~ad east 

of Shllebo. Thlrty mUes west of L'andal.O,)•, ll second Allied column 

reached the Irrawadd,y . Along the east ba.nk of the Chindwin, BrHish 

troops advanced ten miles south of I:OI\Ytf& wit.'lout contact , A point 15' 

mUes '11'8st or l!on,ywa was reached by a coluon movillg southeast . Other 

British rorcoe t.ere JO miles south of Gangaw on the ll!.yittha River . A 

landing was made abou~ five mUes east o! tho l:yebon Peninsula, reeistance 

being e ncountered about one mile inlnnd. 

3 
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24 January. In southeast China , Japanese troops continued 

their dri va toward our fiahtar bases in that aroa . Tho enemy has 

captured Pineshan, QO miles east of Cnnton, and wer e f ightin.• in 

Yinf:tak 75 miles no>·th of Canton . Southwest of Lin••linr th~ir 

east ward drive continu~d, ocoupyin~ tho town of Pin :shek . !.or th 

or our fip,hter base at Suichwan , Japanese t r oop• were in Y~ein nnd 

patr ols had advanced to within fifteen miles of the field • 

4 
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2) January . ~r11la more than JOO addHiorw.l sorties , nearly 20V 

or which were Jlmm over Luzon , warehouses nnd defenoe posHions on 

Corre, idor and t.ar :eta at Ba.:uio 1<ere struck by hoilvy l><>cbora; other 

planes supported our round forces and attacked supply dwops at 

F'loridablanc:., l$ miles south of ~lark Hfll • Heavy boo',or attacke 

Ml'jl aloo rode aga11lat an airdrome on t,euroa Md aga11lst an alum11lum 

factory at Takao on Fornosa . 

At l<;oo , our troops on the eastem n ... a. of thP L11l ;;,yen b< achhead 

were still ,.~etl.ne etron.• resistance .n t.hn vicinity of P.osario , '!otween 

Ac11lr,an and Zaragoza we were patrollint• to the oaet . South of Tarlac, on 

tho roud to l.lanila, we wftre •"6agl.ne tho one~~~¥ at Bamban; l'Oconnuissarco 

units had reached !~b.Uacat •irfield, five mile• north or ;hrk Held. 

2S January , :.. comun1que reports the capture of :la':ban. 

PACIFIC CCEA!l A!lEA 

2L January. Twenty - 29' • of the XXI ;Jccber Comand struck ho Jiloa 

airfields . All B-29' o returned. 

' 
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24 January. The Soviet offensive netted gaine of nbout 20 niles 

alone tho front extending soor.o .)(XJ mile• •outh fr0r.1 the Baltic . Frogross 

was made west• . .,.,.d against the pocket south o! Konigsberg , 11hile t he 

drive aimed at Danzig reachec! closer to the sea and was within 10 miles 

of el.bing . The Rsd forces r.ere approachinj: Posen in a gain of 11orc than 

15 miles . The most westward point of advance was carried forward about 

.30 miles in a drive IVhich outnanked Sreelau on the north . To the 

southeast, the Red Annies reached the Oder River alonR a 50-<nile front, 

capturing Oppcln . 

6 
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2L January. Four Liberators attacked the Kuriles . Three 

enemy planes >~ere shot down; we lost one. 
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EUOOPE AIID THE JQ;J)I'I'!:!lRANEAJI - STRATIDIC Am 

21 January . ~ri'1) the night, 422 heavy baobero of the ilAF 

attacked Gelsenkirchen and n bon•ol plant nt Duilt.Jrc . Elf:hty-five 

lo!oaquitoeo participated and also attncked Hannover end llortmund. 

Three heavy bombers were lost . 

During the 24-hour per i od ending at 0600, five rcckots and two 

flying banbs fell in Antwerp . Thlrteen rockets and ten flying bombs 

hit near tho city. 

2J Jaruary . Two hundred and nine escorted heavy bocber s of the 

6th Air Force atteeked rail yarWI at tleues, in the ~. Six baobors 

and cr.e fighter are missing . 

In Italy, weather a.;::ain grounded the 15th Air Force . 

~ring tho 24-)lour period ending at 0600, .four long- r1111re r ockets 

fel l in tho London area . 

1 
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L Cl.nc r1l'. 
O~D L&tter . ~-3-?a 

22 January . Improved weather conditions pemitted the tlying 

of over J , LOO oortios by the Tactical Air Forces . Cloao support 

was given , to our eround forces , particularly in the Clo•~nux and 

Kaioorolautern areas and north of St . Vith . Fiehtere flew arced 

reconnaissance ovor a wide area behind tho ba~tle front. Fifteen 

enG"''/ aircraft nro destroyed; "" los t $1 . 

2j J&n.Jary. E\Y .-n, the secand British .trey had ,;ained about s 

tailo a~ several points north and northeast of Sittar<! a.:ainst light 

opposition . One counterattack southeast of Stevonsweert was repulaed. 

Our First ~ was in St. Vith . To the oouthwest, gains of two 

oileo were rogioterod . Tho US 'n'lird Ar"''/ continued to roduco tho cente 

ot the Arclonnco oaliont, making gains which avoragod two 1'11lee along 

a 20-lllile front . 'n'lil·d Army t roops on the southern shoulder of the 

salient made guino of a milo and more , north of Ol.ekireh . 

US troops of the French First Army mado a local sain of nearly 

t1<0 111les near Colmar . French troops were aMting etitf oppooitian 

in the vicinity of Lulhouoe and Thann . 

2 
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22 January. Tho Tactical Air Force flew 930 sorties , principally 

in widespread atta<:ks on eomnuniea.tions in northe rn Italy. Five rail 

bridges were destr oyed. f\>el and ammuniti on c:hlmps were attacked near 

Piacenza and !lilan and a l arge explosion was set off at a powder 

factory in the same region . One enemy plane was destroyed; we lost 10 . 

Nino light bombers based in the l.!iddle East attacked Rhodes . 

23 January . Ground activity was limit• d to patr olling and artillery 

exchanges . 

J 
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ASIA'!'IC A.'IEA 

DECLASSirU.O 
OlD Letter, 6-3-71 

20 J&lllary . The wtem Air Co:zand n..,.. 1,)8) aorUeo, of whieh 

~ were t R.ctical . Ground operati ons ware sups•ortod on the trurma 

fronts and Airfields att.aeked around Toun •oo . !Ieavy bombers 01inod 

harbors fron IIM(lkok to llanp,oon. Two planes wn••o lo~t . 

21 January, l.iphty-four heavy bomber s and lS2 Iir•ht~ro of the 

Eastern Air C"""'and support-ad the 1andin;; of ad• 1t1on&l troops on 

Rat>ree Ioland. nu-ee bombers nere lost throu>h aeciden ·• · 

l'!1e llt.ll Air torce 11.ew 6) offensive sorties . • 1rty - 2L '• 

bm ed the :oyal •avy Yardt; ~t ..icn,;kon.;. Fi ~htera, 1r. .l' t.acka upon 

!.ank1ng and :SwntOII' Airfields, de•troyed 16 en'"'~)' plonos . 

~-~~. Att.acks a :a1net Allied bridt;~hoado acrous tho lrra;vadey 

east and nor theast of i>hwobo ,,ere repulsed . Britioh troops reached the 

IrrtowRdey about 2!) mUeo was t of llandslay. On the Ch1ndwin, l'onywa 'Kas 

captured, anrl patrols moved 15 miles sout.heAst . Nort.he-aat of Akyab , 

British tr<X'ps advanced oev!ll llliles do'Kn tha Lemro odvor Vall ey without 

contact . 'nle ot lens1ve on !<a.'oree Island 'Ins ukl.n.' procre•• • follaw1ne 

tile land1n,• ot reWorcGents . 

4 
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S001'1w.:ST PACIFIC AilSA 

DECLASSIP'I!D 
OlD Lotter, 6-3-72 

21 and 22 January. t;early JOO sortie a were nown. Liberator.! 

cnuoed heavy darnago at iJeito airdr""'e on Fornoen, loft the rabrica 

airfield on !logroo unoerviceable, and destroyed barracks o.nd {Un 

positions nt Cntmnat unn . Othor aircr art gave oupport to our ground 

forces and attacked lines of cOili!!Wlication on Luton . 

P.eporto o! airfield conotruction on Luzon reveAl that at Lin(:ayen 

5 , 000 feet of runwa,y and taxiway have been Mtted, and diopereal areas 

prov1.ded !or two fil',hter grwps . At Dagupan 7 , OW !eat of runway have 

been graded, and di-real areas provided for thre" !iP.hter groupo . 

22 January . On the eastern n4Dk of the Lin>~ beachhead, our 

troops nere meetine atiff resistance , including artillery !ire, botween 

Pozorrubio and liosario . !lopping-up of the Japaneoe elements by-pasoed 

in the Cab8l'Ulll1 Hilla continued. 

24 Jaruar-y. A CCilrnlniqua states that our troops on Luzon have 

seized C~~ep O• Donnell and Concepcion, nine mUes wast and five cUes 

east of Capaa , respectively . 
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PACll'IC OCEA!: A..J:lii. 

D!CLASSTFTP'D 
USU Lottor, 6 ~-?2 

20 Jnnuar;,:. sevonteon !3- 24 ' s struck Iwo Jima nnd Hahn Jw. 

ru.-1r, the ni,::ht, three ll-29 ' a individun.lly ntt acked l>saku :.nd 

vicinHy. ~e<.liuo bOOJber s , attacl<in- a convoy near the lonins , probably 

s3M one eneey ves>el 011d scored five rocket hits on another. 

2l January. Thir·~y-one e~corted ll- 29 ' o bombed an ail'.l'iold on 

~oen Island in the Trul< :;roup. 

2) January . l'ifty- nine B-29' a of the XXI Bocber Ca::.a.nd struck 

tho city of !lagoya and tbe nearby :.J.tsubishi aircraft enr,ine works ; 

!our mor o s truck other tnrcots . IAlr ing a~fp-easive interception, 15' 

enemy planes were des~royod . We lost one B-29 to enemy action . 

6 
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2) January . In tho nor th , the advancing food Army was within 

17 miles of Koni!:sbere, while the drive toward Danzig reached to 

wit hin 27 l'li!es of the llaltic coast . Around the pocket formed ho twoen 

these thrusts , the !:ioviets f"!ttde general ,ains . In Poland, llrornherf~ 

was captured . In S1les1a, Red troops drove to within lJ niles o~ 

Brcslau; there were other gains alonp the f ront extendine southeast . 

AXis for ces which had penet rated to the Danube south of i!udapest 

widened their salient by ndvances to the north . 

7 
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EUROPi! Ali!J THE I.JlDITERRAIIEAN - STRATEGIC AIR 

20 Jmuary . Weather grounded RAJ'' hcaV'J bomoers durin,-; the nirht . 

The following night, 71 :,osquitoos attaekod Kassel and otf.ers raided 

Koblen• , Colo'?'• Md lleinz . One plMe is miasin.; . 

21 JMuery• Durinr. the previously reported 6th Air Force opera­

tions against rail yards in western Uen:w.ny eight enemy planes were 

destroyed. 1fo lost 18 bomber:;; . 

Three rockets fell in Antwerp and t hree fiyinp. bombs in Liege . 

Tnree rockets and eight flying bombs fell in seaUered areas behind 

the front . 

22 January . ':'wo hundl"ed and six llth Air Foree escorted heavy 

bombers again struck the oU plant at Sterkrade . l:ine bomber s aro 

missing . 

The l Sth Air Fo reo wao grounded by snow. 

During a two-day period, 21 rockets landed in Erljlland, of which 

seven fell in the London area . 

1 
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DlCLASBr~n:~ 
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21 J4uuary . The Tactical Air rorces ne~ ~,l)S aort.iea , chiefl,y 

concentrated on brid,':en, rail centers, and t.romsport. columns west of 

Colo, no . •ore thau 211o motor vehicles , throe loconotivos , 116 rllilroad 

cara , 17 tculk$ and • ix armored vehicles wero de•~royud . lie lost five 

planes . 

22 January . The Second !lritioh Azey made local advonceo northeast 

of Sittard. 

Our f iret and Thir<t Andes continued their attack alcn. a curvln~ 

front ot )) mUc• fra:l north of llickirch to the area north o! St . 71th . 

1ains up to five mlios wun. cade to tile ea:~t of !louf!ali:e and ""aller 

~ains wore ~ •de north of DiPkirch and north cf ~t . Vith . Cur troops 

are now within two mUes of bt . Vith . The Third Arey repulsed a series 

of continuou!ll attacl~s southwest of Savrbur ; , but. wore forced to withdraw 

sll.",htly. 

In southom Aleace , the First ?rench Arr.ty was heavily enga~ed in 

the area bet,.ean "'lhouoe and Thann . l:orth or ! ulhouae ~nocy attacks 

we:-e !'t!pulaod and aliPhl. gains ...,,.. cade . South of Carmy enocy pi'Pssure 

forced a loeel withdrawal. 

2 
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!JEDlT&RilAJlEAil Tl!EATF'.R 

21 January . The Tactic..J. ~>ir !'orca flew B4J sorties . L'edium 

bombers and lip,hter planes concentratod on rail communications on 

the llrenner Route and in northeast Italy, and nlso attacked fuel 

and amnuniticn durlps in the Po Valley. The 3alkan Air Force, linited 

by wes ther to 37 sorties , sank a SOU-ton vesoel and fired oil tanks 

at Pola (lstr ia) . Two ene"'Y plnnes were shot d<r:m ; we lost eieht . 

22 January . turing the 2L- hour period en din~ at l50U , activit y 

on the Italian f r ont was confined to patrollirul . 

J 



DECLASSIPIED ~ 
OSD Lottor, 5-3-72 ~'-'~ 

CENT~~ 

BURMA 
-E LEG~o= 

- -LIN( A$ OF 21 
--LIN( A$ Or 22 

SCALE . . .. 
AJ'f'RQ)ILW_,I.'ff MilLS 

2! 
MARTA BAN 



AS!AriC MZA 

~!v"LASSI1'ID 
osn '•tteT ·-~-73 

19 January . 1h .astern .Ur C""""""'~ n~" 2, 2)3 sort1eo r which 

6L2 ;ve~ t.nctical . \t.t..ncke were lT'.arle on airfields nc·~r 1 oiktUtL 1 nnd 

on tar1~oto in support. of *round operations thrcmr,hout,. 1\Jrmu. Other 

plllnOD at ~ncked oloippin • in t.ho julf of l'artnb"n end on the Irrawaddy. 

Two planes ~~~ru l oo L. 

20 January. 1he 14th Air :orce n." ),2 offcuoiv• sorties . rifteen 

enny olwu~s w~re 1'\eetro-;ed in a raid on 5h."r. •t-Jti a1rf1Plds ; ot.her air-

er <Lft deotroyod 32 locaootives, an<i two • Jit\ "u plWJe•, ineludin. a 

bc::Jd>er shot. c1own dl.rin.,:; an cne::y r.,..id on our .1~ nt. ~:.dct:wa.n . Conti.rru.ed 

21 January . On t~ Salween f ront , :tdv:l.netnr C\1!1'!"'"~ Met. Aor.e rosisto;inc 

in aruoa fran thr"Cn to ~even miles south of ,/anti~ . On tho lt"l'awnddy 

front, Allied troops made local ~uins northw~st of .>3.g:~in, .tnd enlArged 

the br idcehead 011 Lho east bank of the riv~r north of !!andalay. 

icst of thot Chindwin progress was ,..~d· south of Oanr.aw. 

22 JanWiry. The road l'rOii :Odia •o t..n.lna via L<odo, 1 • .mhka:ll and 
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SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA 

l.JZ~ W:1 r. 1.> 11'"!'P! 
(.' ..:fl [ e • tt~,. ! :~ .... :' 

20 January . : oro thru: ,300 offennh•e oorties wel"u nown. Air­

dr omes on Luzon and f.legros were attacke d, ins tallations on Sataan 

were destroyed, ground or;-erations on Luzon were supported and roads 

and r ailroads in central Luzon v:ere neutrali zed . 

21 January. On the eastern nan~ or the Lingayen beachhead our 

troops woro engaged in .stif f f~htin"' in the area around Rosar io . In 

the center our capture of Tarlae has: been eonfirmod and a corm:unique 

dated 2J January states th,<t our troops advancine south of T<>J<lac have 

reached Capas , 10 miles north of Clark Field , ond Santa Lionica 10 miles 

east of Capas . Advance elements of the XIV Corps h~ve reached Infanta 

011 Dasol Bay . 
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l ACI !IC OC..U. ArC.'. 

1? January . Trient.y- tour t.P!lvy ba:U flrllll ~'\t.toCk~'~d two, raha and 

,hlch1 JJJna . One @n•:ey plano was oho~ down . n .. t night ~h,.,.e B- 29'• 

indtvillulllly bonbod Kobo , Osaka nnd c tnrr.ot on Slikoku . 
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22 J:UIIIiUJ' . !11 .-.as~ !'russia, the Sovi~~ \ney hils c .. ptul'fld the 

for~re•• ci~y of lnster•bur~, ..n<l io · .. 1thu' 1 l'lllfts ot r.oni,•sbtlrc , the 

provinciAl c•p1t.U . liool, of tho -rururian Lakes nn 1dvunco of lS mUes 

)0 mUes to wl~hill 20 nUeo of Posen . Sr.>ll ~·in• """' nade •l..sow!rere 

alon" the f ront, rxcop+ aouth11est of ~dapeet ll'hf'rf'l t.h~~t li'Jt'!'::\alls have 

recaptur~d Stokesf~h~rvar. 

1 
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--OBD Lottor, 6-3- ?a 

\'ll:iSTBR!1 IIEJ.!ISPI!iillE 

19 January . Another balloon believod to be of Japanese or:l<lin 

landed at Simpson in the Northwest Territory of Canada. These 

balloo!lG aru beinc careful.1y exa.onined in Canoda and t he US to 

determine their purpose . Precautions are beinP. taken to prevent 

publication o! their 1andinr, points for tho information of the enemy. 

191 20 and 21 January . E1;ht heavy banber s attacked 1/atsuwa 

Island, Onhekotan, Kataoka and Paranushiro in t he Ku rUes . 

1 
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8UROPE AND TilE lli::DI'I'EIL1AIIEAJI - STilATl!XliC AIR 

20 January. ~even rO<:kets and Ol\0 nying boob fell in Ant?:er p • 

tline r""kets and eight flyi"l: bombs fell in areas noor Antwerp . 

21 January . A COJIIm.lnique states that approximat.,ly 90J escorted 

heavy bombers of the 6th Air Force attacked r•il yards at l!annheim, 

Aechaftenbur~ and Heilbt onn . 

Tno lnmdred and oi$teen escorted 15th Air force heavy bombers 

from !t.al,y attackod two oil l'efineries in \'icnna1 a r31l. yard at 

eraz and started tires and explosions at an oil plant at Fiuoe . .le 

lost six bornber s and •ix fighters . 

2 
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H 'LASSirfED 
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20 J~, The Tactical Air l'orces n.,.. 1 , ~30 aort.1es . Seven 

hundred ninety-four plMes a.t•acked f'lct.ori~:. ·1.11'1 r!lil.I"'lld brid(;ea in 

the :.ouns-.:;olo ~M n.rea and .;ave support to OW" f'rO-and rorcos . Other· 

targets "~'·o nt..t.ackocl alonr, the f ront fror.1 Als:1cG to llollMd. F'ivo 

enemy planes WQro dosLroyod; we lost 16. 

21 Jl111Uary . 3y noon the offensive of the British Second Amy had 

gained up to nre~ r1Ues alonz an e~ht-allP frmt north•a~t of Sitt.ard; 

smaller "31no were JUde north of Sittard. 

OUr Firat Ar:::::11 roS\IIlin.-: its attack in the area nort.ho.ast. of Hou.ffali 

l!{a.ined up to t.hrert nlles on a lJ~ile .front. and was within th.ree ~ues 

of St . Vith on the nort.h . CAlr Thir<l ..r:ey, att.ackizlt to the east of 

Houffalize and Bnotocno , advunced to a ~aximum of thro• miles on a lS­

rnile front , Tho HI Corps continued to rool<e local pro-. ross and strai(:hten 

its lines north of D1•k1rch , 

CUr Sevonth Aney , leav~~ el er.JOnt.a as a reru- guard nort.heaat ot 

Hage.ntnl , rlt.hdrow to defensive positions on a ~eneral line rwming 

!'1"'0111 Biachwellor t.o Hagen.au and !.."le:nc::o in a nort.hwnat.erly direction to 

t he ares •outh or Bitsch. 

!he firat. French Ar::y continued to at.tu.ck in so..Ulern .Uaace =akine 

gains of WtOre than a mile north of l.'UlhouBe anrl, to th'\ Wttat., reac.ii.nf-

t.he out.akirte of Corna,y. horthaast of Tho.nn , two henvy eounterottacks 

were rflpuleoct. 
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! I f) t T'. f - 3-72 

IIEDITEI!RANEAN THEATER 

20 January. The Tact ical Air For ce flew 910 sor ties . ~edtum 

bombers a t tacked a rail yard and hit two rnil bridges near Tronto . 

Other planes struck railroads in northeast I taly includin~ tho 

Brenner Route and attacked fuel and ammunition duops; they also 

gave support to our ttround forces . Three enemy planes •,~o·ere destroyed; 

we lost tive . 

21 January . Activity on the ground m•s confined to p:1trolline . 



., .. .. t.A:..,s:~IEI::i 
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ASIATIC AREA 

19 Jamtary . The 11th Air Force flew 125 offensive oortios . 

~~ehters destroyed six one~ bomber• on the ground at SWatow. 

Strilms were made against rail facilities , and C.~inese g-round 

forces alone the &J.rma Road wore supported. '!'wo plunes were lost . 

20 January. On the Salween front , Allied troopo had advanced 

fron N!lr.lhkam 12 mUes northeast alon; the Ledo Road without o"tablishing 

contact with the eneey. South of Nwnhkam, llnorican troops approachinG 

the llurN Head repulsed t>1o Japanoso countorattacks . '!'Ko British 

columns movinf1' south between ~ andalay and !.fonyv.·a had ,;:ained some six 

miles; one reached the ~iMdalayJ~onywa railroad. ..orthcast of Akyab, 

British troops movin ; oast from tho Kalada.n River clashed tJith Japanese 

olemento south of Uinbya . 
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SOUTir.m;T PACIFIC All&\ 

18, 19 and 20 January . IJOl'e than 650 previously unreported 

sorties vrere !lO?m. About a. third of these were over Luzo11 1 particula: 

striking airfields and rail facilitio• , while nearly 100 attacked 

two airfi elds on !legros . orr northern Luzon 1 a coastal vessel was 

stlllk 1 a larea tan'ret· and two freighter transports set afire 1 Md 

smallAr shipping damaged. Other prineipel targets were Hnlmahe ra , 

Wewak and ~ugainvil.le . Twenty-one eno:tzy' planes were destroyedj ••e 

lost one . 

20 January . Our fonmrd eleoents on L\tzon had reached the 1\,.'"'no 

1d.ver east of San !.!.anuel1 Rosoles airfield south of the AP,no iU.vPr 

was occupied, and patrols of the XIV Corps advancing ta~ards Tarlac 

from Pan~qui harl reached Oerona . 

22 January. A CO!Itn\Ulique armouneed t he capture of Tarlae . 

6 



DECLASS!F!Zl) 
OlD uottor, 6-S-78 

21 January • In East Prussia, the Had Anii.Y brcke through to 

tho sea .)0 1nileo northeast. of Konigsborg and advancod along a Cront 

e.xtomlin{' aoutheoat, oapturific! Guobinnen . Tannenberp; wne taken in 

an advance northwest. of ~a.rs&w which pushed another 10 mil as toward 

Danzig. liur..binl on and Tannenber g were important pointe ill the battle 

1n which the lluoaians ware badly defeated 1n l9lL by tho Hindenbur P.-

Wdendortl tAt&.. . West. of "lar.saw, a \!rive along t..'te west bank of the 

Viatula !<her W3s withir 10 nUes of Torun . There w-n. 10 to )0->Uo 

gains alon• " 6o-<~Uo front facing Breslau. Tho Geman J"'Mtr•ticn , 

previously reported southwllSt of &Jdapest, reached the Danube . 

7 
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DECLASS!FIEIJ 

OSD Lottor, 0-3-72 

EIIROPE AIID TilE l&DITE!llW:EIJl - STRATEGIC Aill 

19 January. RAF operations nre cancollod because of weather. 

During tho 24- hour period onding at 0600, two rockets !ell in 

Ant...,rp . Soven rockets and 22 flying bon:bs fell in scattered arena 

behind tho front . 

20 January . Seven lrundred sixty-eight escor ted 8th Air Porco 

heavy bomber s attacked an oil plant at Sterkra~ , road and rail bri~OE 

at !.:a:mheim and the rall yards at Hellbronn and Rheine . One onell\'{ 

aircra!t .,..., destr oyed; 17 o£ our bombers and 17 Clt;hters are llll.osir.c . 

From Italy, 574 escorted 15th Air Force heavy bomber s attacY~d 

storage areas at Regonsburg and rall yards at Salzburg, Rosenheim, 

a11d Linz . fO\Ir enecy planes were destroyed; we lost 28 bomber s and 

four fighters . That night, 8!J heavy bombers attacked rail yards at 

Udine . One was lost . 

During the 24- hour peri od ending at o6oo , s ix rockets fell in 

En{:land, of which three r eached tho London area. 

1 
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19 Janul!!')'. Tho Tactical Air Force•, ~rerl by ""ather, !lew 

672 oortieo . Support wao given to our ground tore~• 1n Alaace ""d the 

Ardenne• allliont , Md rocket- launching sites 1n f!ollMd ...,,... attacked. 

We lost eicht pln.noa . 

20 JllllUary . !IY noon, Canadian troopo attackinr. 1n tho Zotton arcS: 

northwest of :;1J:no~en, had restored the ait.uation and made local progress 

1n a counterattack. The Second British .\nv, contl.ml..ni; ito attack in 

the area north ot Sittard, advanced up to two ailea &len, a 12-milo 

front. ~r Firat fu1:v waa consolldatl..ni; ita pos1t.10M trca Houffalize 

to the llonsclwl area, .m.ue our Third Arey aclv:lnced to a oo.x.l.!llun or a 

milo llloJ1' a three-mile trent. east of B:lstO'tJlO. llort.h o r Diokirch, 

the Third .u,ey advanced two miles on a l11111tad front, lll.Lhouch 1JI1poded 

by minoa, bad weather, and a count erattack. 

Our Seventh Arrry was otUl heavily enca::ed with Lho Ono"''f on tho 

west bank of tho khine northeast ot Straobourg . 

Tho First French Arny lo.unchec! an attack 1n eouthem Aloace Md 

r.ade ~.U,o north or ~'IU.house and t o the out and aouthoaat or Thann. 

En8::1)1' attea:pu to Wlltrata near Selestat were repulaed . 

2 
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lofr.'DITERRA!IEAN THEATE:R 

19 January . The Tactical Air Force, hampered by weather, flew 

only 112 sortieo, mostly against cOllmlnicatlons in the Po Valley. The 

ll<llkon Air Force, in 37 sorties, attacked Luosin Island and docks in 

Yugoslavia . 

20 January. Activity on the g round front up to mid- afternoon was 

confined to patrolling. 

3 
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ASIA TIC J.RrA 

17 and 18 January . The 11, th Air Force new ..oro than 2$0 

prev1oua:cy unroportod offensive sorties . Tarpet• on the !lima Road 

and c""""'"1cationa and airfields in the Cnnton area were attnckcd . 

.Jround opernUone ""rc oupportod on the Salween front nnd near l!ochih . 

One ono~ plone wne dest~o.yed; wa lost four. 

16 January . The Eastorn Air c_..a.nd new 2, 671 aortioa , of which 

766 waro t.actioa.l . nu-1n;: these operations, 77 heav-; banbors otruck 

tour airfields in the l.leiktUa area, and lL boolbed rail yards at 

!.lartaban. IAdiwo and fJ.:hU!r bo::bers nept airfields in eontral Bw= 

and supported cround operations en the Irrawodcy and ar«~nd ''Yebon . 

19 January . On the Salwoen front , AJ:>erican troopo s«~ th of 

Nwnhkarn '""'' 'llithin n c>Ue of !llrro Road . Alorw the l r rawadd;y, "l'winnge 

""" cl eorod. llriti•h t r oops r:Udwny between the :U·r••""d<\Y and Chind'llin 

reached a point :cyin(; on a line ! r oo L!andalay to l"onywa . other British 

troops were 22 miles ooutheast of Gangaw without apponition . On ltrebon 

peninsula, Alliea advanced north and repulsed three counteratt.acka . 

20 Janu&r"l• . Cllinesc captured oantir.g . 

4 
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SOUTJW.::ST PACIFIC AJaA 

O!CLASSIF!Zil 
OSD Lot ter , ti~S-72 

21 January . According to a cocmru."iquc, our Lineayen beachhead 

t roops have extended their east nank by capturing the hieh gr<>Jnd 

norttmes:t of Ro5ario~ where they repulsed a series of counterattacks; 

23 enellll' tanks and many field guns were destrO'.red . Cur l ines have 

been advnnced into the foothills north of Pozorrubio and to Asi.ngan 

farthor to the southeast. In the center, Can11en and its airfiold 

were taken , and we held the entire section of t he highway running 

south to Paniqui, VIe were advancing !'ro:n Santa lgnacie tO'IrlU'ds Tnrlac . 
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PACIFIC OC&AII AREA 

DECLASSIPII:B 
O&D Lotter, 6-S-72 

17 January . !:W'ing the ni(:ht, 6L oneey landed on Polelieu in 

the Polaus, accord:!.nt; to a coc•m.mique ; 49 were killed, and the 

remainder surrounded; no damage to our :!.nstallationa was reported. 

6 





::ASTERN FRONT 

19 January. Against continual strong counterattacks in B38t 

Prussia, the Soviet s took Tilsit and forged ahead up to 15 oiles on 

a front extendins LO cdles to the. south .. We::~t and north\'1\'lst of 

Wru·saw, they advanced up to 20 milets , eros sine the W&·ta River and 

capturing Kolo. There ·•ere 10 to 15-tlile gains alon;; a 70-rnile front 

south of Warsaw, and like gains along a s1milar front extending north 

froro Kosice , which ws also captured . German armor made a deep 

penetration of the Soviet line southwest or 8Jdapest . 
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DZCLJ.C:.11·1:13 
OlD !.ottet.r r ~t-la 

EUiiOP3 AND THE IOWIT£RJlANE:Ul - STRAT£0IC AIR 

19 January. From Italy, 617 heavy banbers of the 1$th Air 

Forea struck bridgee and rall yarde at llrod in northern YugoslAvia 

and a rail bridge at Doboj . l'1€hters sweeping tho Zagreb area, 

encountered si.x enemy pla.oos and shot down five . Two heavy b01:1bcre 

and one fightar are oiesing. 

8th Air Force operations y,·cre cancelled because of the .,.·eather . 

18 January. furi.ne t he night , 5'6 RAF L!osqui toes attacked an 

oil plant at Sterkrade , and 19 others f l ew seatterod miss i ons . 

Dur ing the 2u-hour psriod ending at 0600, five flying banbo 

fell in Liege . Three rockets and 35 flyine bomhs fell in areas 

outside Antwerp and Liego . 

l 
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18 January. !feather limited the Tactical U r loroea t.o 20S 

sortieo , ~oot of which were Ilown ~ ~osquitoos attoekinc blllets , 

rnU ways and other I.IU'&et>J north...,st of Colorno . One en01cy plano 

was destroyod; we lost four . 

19 Ju.nuary. IJy noon, Geman attacks on CoMd1on pooitions 

northwest of N1jme~en continued . I:orthe<tst of Sit tard, the second 

Ou!- First "~, continul.n(: its pressure !'rom th• northwest, recist.ered 

gains to a aaxi."'U&" of two ail eo along a 20-<li.le front 1n the St . Vitb 

area . OU r Third A.n!r/f, attack~ the southern Jlank of the salient, 

clonrod lliekirch and advanced -.:ore than a rule beyond the town. The 

ene~ey mado hoavy counterattacks southwest o f Saarbutt: . 

OUr Seventh Amy undor strong pressure made a ol~ht wi thdrawal 

alone a 1)-milP front racing the Germans ' ruli ne bridcohead northeaot 

of Strosbour c . On the r'irst French Armlf f ront , a local ottack north­

west of Golmar wao repulsed ~ klerican troops . 
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16 January. The main effort of 1 , 229 sor tie• n own by 

the Tnctical Air !'orca was dir·ectad ar,ninot rollill: stock and 

r ail•·oud brideen . Tactical fighters , aa woll ua planes of the 

Balkan Air Force , harassed road and rail traffic in Yugoslavia . 

Fi vo ot our aircra!t are missJ.ne . 

19 January . Ground activhy up to add-u't.ernoon ...,. 

conttnod to patrolling. 
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ASIATIC AREA 

16 and 17 January. The lLth Air Force nevr 225 prenously 

unrepo)·ted offensive sorties . Eleven fir,hters , in a surprise attack 

on airfields in the Shano;hai area , destroyed 26 fighters and 30 

bonbors preparine to take off. Attacks were also made against 

s.irdra&es near Tsinan, Hankcm· and Peking , against transport a.nd 

cO!!lmunicat1ons , and in support of Chinese troops near Yfanttne . 

These raised the total of enelll)' planes destroyed to 77; ·•e lost four . 

17 January . The Eastern Air COI!'!!r.and new 2, 046 sorties , of 

which 576 were tactical . Fighters and nedium banbers attacked 

airfields near t:andalay and bridges, airfields and strategic tru'gets 

along the Burma Road . other fi~hters attacked communications in 

southern ~ and supported operations in the Uyohaung-Tiennyo areas . 

18 January. On the Salween front, Chinese troops had driven 

within one mile of Wantin~; , on t he east . Thirty-five mUos southwest , 

Americnn troops had moved cast to within three miles of the Burma 

Road. On the Irrawaddy resistance continued at Twinnge . About midway 

between Twinnge and l!andalay, British troops hove established several 

bri dgeheads on tho east bank of tho river . On tho Chindrln f r ont , 

British troops e ntored ~onywa end 30 miles southeast of Budalin were 

within ten miles of their Irra,addy f orce . 

L 



SOUTHNEST PACIFIC AREA 

DY."LASSIYIED 
-~D L~\tbr, 6-3- 71 

17 and 18 January. I n 340 previously unreport ed sort ies , 47 

heavy bombers struck at barracks and supply areas in northern 

Borneo; more than 120 planes ope. ated against tl"'ansportation and 

airdran.e.s in central and southern Luzonj targets on Timor, ~,ew 

Britai n, Halmahera and Formosa were also attacked. Three en~ 

planes were destroyed . 

18 January. By afternoon~ our troops on the eastern nank 

of L1ngayen beachhead were attacking positions on high ground 

nor-th of Rosario . South of Rosario, Sison on the Baguio~anlla 

highway was captured. Binalonan was occupied. Southwest of 

Binalonan, tho VI Corps wns engaged \1'ith enemy forces at Palina . 

In the center , reconnaissance elements advancinc south on the 

highway from Caniling reached Ssnta !Enacia . 

Force• from Leyte landed unopposed on Poro Island in the 

Camot es Sea . 
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PACIFIC OCW AR.I::A 

19 January . An aiJ•cr art eneine plant a t Akashi, Japan, was 

strock by 6L 5-29 ' • of tho XXI llomber C011111and; nine other D-29 ' • 

b-001bed alternate tare.ets . ~Jone r.ere los t . Five e n81ny planes were 

destroyod . 

16 and 17 January. Seventeen heavy bombers attacked I·.•o Jima; 

39 aircraft hit Marcus , Yap, the Palaus and Rot a ; and three 5-29 ' s 

banbcd NOGoya, Kyoto and Yokohama individually. 



l ~LA~.: !YlEB 
' ;• r ~ ~-72 

&A.STER!l FROIIT 

19 JanuarJ. Tha Sovl.o t offensive , while efrecti.ng little 

change at the most westward tip or the advance , showed gains of 

30 to uO miles alone broad fronts both to the north and south . 

The advance cont inued west of 'i•'arsa.w 1 and Lodz , Krakow and Tarnow 

were occupied. North of the main drive , the Soviets overran the 

Oenuan salient •••t of Koni?,sberg . 

7 
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Lr"T,,,t:rr ro 
l. n L< uor, r -3-78 

OEliEllAL 

The 16th Armored Division (Uajor Oeneral Wocan) has been 

ordored from Ca~p Chaffee~ Arkansas , to the New York Port of 

~barkation !or further rno·;ement overse-as . 

Tho total US air e ffort for Decemoer 1944 consistsd of 

1011 720 ~ttack sorties, in which more than 1041000 tons of bomb• 

were dropped . Destroyed cnomy aircraft totalled 1, 8L.S, while we 

lost 747 planes to enemy action . Our aircraft lossos fron> all 

causos totalled 1, $15 planes . 8-29 ' s contributed 7)2 attack 

sorties and J , SOO tons to these totals , and uccounted for 9L 

of the plene• dostroyod; 19 3-29 ' • were lost to enemy action . 

Four-fifths of our total ef1ort and c3sualties were in the 

European and Hoditerranean Theaters . 

1 
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EUROPe AND TilE J!EDlTr:!'.RAIIEAJI - STRATIDIC AIR 

17 January . 8th Air l'or<:o heavy banber a droppod 1 , 15"L tone 

on Paderbom !'ail yards , 617 tons on oU t argets and a subr.mrine 

yard in the Ha:nburg area , and 105 tons on a raU viaduct near 

Hiolefeld. !line banbors and seven fighters are missing. 

lliring the night, 72 RAF 11osquitoes attacked llaadel>lr g . 

!Airing tho 24- hour period ending at o600, one rocket fell in 

AntVIerp and one n;tin!J bomb fell in Liege . !line rockets and 15 

nyins bombs fell in areas near Ant,.orp and Liege . 

18 January . About 100 heavy bombers of the 8th Air Foree 

attacked a rail yard at Kaiserslautern . 

Bad weather grounded the lSth Air Force in Italy for tho third 

successive day . 

DJring the 2h-hour period ending at 06oO, eight rockets fell 

in England. 

2 ......... 
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OSD Lotter , 5-8-73 

17 January. The Tactical Air Forces , hl\q>"red by weather, fl..,. 

l29 sortlos , Minly against roe:<et- launching sites in Holland ond in 

support of our ~rounJ foreea on the nortJlem sector of tJ\e battle front . 

~\'e lost two planes . 

18 January . In the period ending at noon, troop• of the First 

Canadilm An1Y curied out a successful raid on Schouwon lolMd, lonrling 

south of ?.ierl.kzeo . llritish troops rliths tood th""~ omill but deter­

mined attack• between the Jl>ine and the Waal northweot of liijoogen . 

The second !lrit iah A:rrtrt gained three mUes on " tw0'12Ue front, 

north of Sitt.ard, and ~~~&de local pl'O!lress nortl-.eut or :.ittard. 

~r :'irst. Aroy continued to advance alon• a l ...,.i.J.e front fl'<llll 

northeast or tlou! falize to northeast or Vielaal.c, {8inin;: up to two 

mUes . A counterattack was repulsed eouth of ViP.lsal.t:l . Local pro.-z-ess 

was tn<ldo sou theao t of llal.t:ledy. OUr Third A"'')' rwde local udvancos 

south of llouffnlize :md nor·theast and east of llastogne , and repulsed 

a counternttack sup1 orted by armor . An attack alon 1 u seven -<nile front 

to the ::outh nnd aoutheast of Diekirch gained up to one-half mUe . 

The Seventh Ar'Y '"'" heavUy engaeed alon> tho .ihine cas~ of Bisch,.ei 

and also in the area to the northeast of Hagenau, with no :oa to rial chan~e 

in the linea . There •as no chan"" on the fron~ of tho French First. ~.ray . 

The Firet US J.niG' reverted to the co-and or the ......,lfth ~.ray Jroup 

on 18 January . 

It 18 es~imated that .1enoan amed forces have au!J'ered a pemanent 

lo•• or 8,4.:13,00... liOn in the -period from September 1939 to l JMuary 1945. 

Of these , 4, 633 1WO 41'0 <load, and 2,09'/ ,ex>-~ arc woundad, unfit for active 

duty. In thin period over 15,JOO,OOO GemMa oorved in the a.rmod rorces . 



M3DlTERJWlEAll THEA'rER 
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DECLASSIFIED 
~SD Lo ttor, 6-3-72 

17 Jarua.ry. Tho Tactical Air Force now 1,065 sorties , 

mainly in attacks on rail bridces along the Brenner Route and 

throughout nor thern I taly, also in support of cround operations , 

18 Janual"J' . The-e was no significant change on tho Italian 

battle front up to mid-afternoon , 
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ASIATIC ARZA 

""~LASJ!Yl tD 
~3n .ot·t~, D~S-?a 

15 and 16 January . The lh~h Air- ~·orco new more than 200 

additional offensive sorties, 1nclud1 ni• sevel"al missions against 

shipping . At llongkong , three 300 to 500- foot vessel s were attacked; 

along the Yangtze in the Kiukiang area, several vessels of 150 to 

200 feet wore probably sunk or danagod. Airdroocs 1 railroads and 

ground support ta:re:ets •,yere also hit . Fiv$ eneey aircraft were 

dastr~ed; we lost eight . 

16 JanUer'/ · The Eastern Air CO<mland new 2, 45L sol'ties , of 

which 65'9 wore tactical . Roaviost a t tacks were on airfields near 

Raneoon and south or !!.an daley . Other planes save support to Allied 

troops in Aral<an and alo~C~ the I l'r•wadd;y . 

17 January. Stubborn resistance continued around ~ .·antinr.. . South 

of Namhkam Ch:i.r\&HO troops advanced eas tward to a maximwn of three miles 

along a 10-<llile front . 

There was s t ronc reoistanco to Allied patroll1n(: in tho Twi nnge 

aren east ot the lt·rawadctY . Wost ot the :rivrn·, Allied troops oncount-

erod Japanese out posts 12 miles northwes t of l!a.ndalay, On t he Chin<hTin 

front, 3ritish troops woro moving south five miles east of Mo~a. 

In Aral<an, a small landinc party mot sooe resistance on ~he north-

western t ip of Ramree Island. 



SOUTim:sT PACifiC .I..'C'A 

16 and 17 Januo.ry. Strong fonnaticns of hoo.vy bcrlboro struck 

at enel!Q' inat.&llationa and warehouses on Luton and on t;ev.ros . •.ore 

than lOll fil:htoro and mediu:n bcmbers atr.acked shippiniJ, highways 

and raU equipmont in tho ~lanUa nren . Formosa, Ti:oor and llow Hrltain 

were also struck uy heavy and oedi\llll bon:bers whUo f!.;,htera swept 

l'.&L'Mhera . Total previously unreported sorties wore $40 . Five ener:JY 

planes wl!re: tHat.royed; we lost one . 

17 January . Our troops on the eastern nan1c or Lin·o,yen beach.oead 

continued to 10ttack along the ganeral line h<ll f<osario to Pozor:.Jbio 

in the period cndin • at 1$00. Urdanete was occupied and other troops 

reachod the ou tskirts of Binalonan . In the cantor, patrol• fran 

CaoUinR pushed to lloncada and Paniqui unopposed . lln th• woo tarn nank , 

our petrels wore in JJol inao at the extreme tip of the peninsula . 
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18 J<lnuary. Tho lled ArfOI{ advonee eon~1nued all alo~ t.he 

200"""011e tront. trom KrakaK t.o north of :Jar saw . .,;,.,n .... t~ner Ll , the 

front r~o pushod 10 ~< 1$ miles west . In the center, howovor, ~ains 

or 30 Lo !,o n>iloo 1ffi1'o ~Dade , Lowicz, Tomnszow and Piotrkow be inc tal< on . 

SpearheadJI roached tho outokirt s of Krakow . Tito lludnput pocket was 

reduced tc a omall part of the c ity lyin• oast of the Danube . 
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DlCLASGlPIIIB 

oSD ~otter, 6-3-71 

EUROPE AND TliE I!EDI TERRANEAl! - STRAT!XliC AIR 

16 January, Oe= oil plants wore the principal targets or 

the RAP, 696 heavy bomber s str i king at Z&i t z, Brux, and Eickel . 

Uagdeburg was attacked ~ 364 othore . Thirty-one bomber s arc missina . 

Seventy-four Bo.squitoos assisted these attacks , destroying four 

en ell\\' planes . 

Durine the 24-hour period onding at 0600, one rocket and two 

flying bombs fall in Antwerp; five flying banbs fall in Liege . Four 

rockets and )6 flying bombs fell in areas adjacent to Antwerp and Li ege 

17 January. Bad weather in Italy grounded the 15t h Air Force . 

During the 2L-hour period ending at o6oo, six rockets fell in 

southeast fugland . 
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&UROPii:AJI TH£A TER 

16 January. The Tactical Air Forces new 2,208 sor ties . llanbers 

dropped more than 600 tons on rail targets and camnunication centers 

in rear of thA Ardonnoe salient . Fighter planes gave support to our 

gt-ound forcos all along tho front . Twenty- fivo enetl\)' planes wer e s hot 

dO\m; we l ost 1,5. 

17 January. By noon, t he a ttack or the Second British Army nort h 

or Sittard had penetrated up to three miles . !Jorth or Venlo, an enemy 

patrol atternpt inc to cr-oas the Ueuse was drive rl otf . 

OUr First A.rmy contimled its pressure on the northern nank of 

what r·em.:tinod of the salient into the Ardennes . Local progress was 

made northeast of Houffaliz.e . Farther northeast, Vi elsalm. was retaken 

and advances up to two miles were made on a fronta,ee of eieht miles . 

A. counterattack was repul•ed northeast of St . Vith . 

Our Third Anny gained up t.o a mile along a seven-mile front to 

the eaat and northeast or Bastogne . OUr Seventh Amy made some progres! 

in heavy righting along tho Rhine east of Bischweiler . '!"nero was no 

substantial chanr e on the First French Army front . 
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:.ettor, 6-3-72 

16 Januery. Bad weat her l imited the Tactical Air Forces to 

105 sortios . Principal targets were co~unications and road aove -

ments 1n the Po Valley . The Balkan Air Force new 114 sorties attecki 

coastal cuns on I.ussin Island and small s hipping 1n t he Adristic . 

17 Januaq . llY afternoon, an enemy raiding party had forced a 

slight local withdrawal northwest of Raven."la . To the west, eneoey 

infiltrations were for tho most part repulsed. Elsewhe~c on the EiSht 

and fif t h Army f ronts t her e was active patrolling . 
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ASIATIC A.'l!'.l. 

!.Z.,WS:iiPTD 
f'l!tt.:o r ~ '2 

17 JIU&lary . In Mother at.rike on Fom<>$a , 78 B-29 '• or !.he 20th 

Bomber Comand att.ackod Shinehil<u airdrate, deetrorin<; workshops and 

hlln0oaro; live other D-29 ' e bO!llbed llengynng, ono hit Arloy and two • truck 

tlll'~e t" of opportunHy in Chin~ . 

l S January , Tho r:..s~ern Air C"""'and new noiiJ'ly 2, 000 sortioo . 

About SOU of th••• were tactical durine whi ch • round operations were 

supported on t.ho Chi.Jodwin and lM'awadey ltl.ver fronts, Md airfields, 

lines or CClle:r.Un1c.at.1on and ri .. .,.er traffic were at-tacked 1n central ~. 

r·our eneiG' oircr.u t were doatroy"e'd; we lost one . 

:U.-15' J111uary, In the course of :U..) previously unreported offensive 

so~iee, modiW!I bcnbero of !.he 14th Air Foree attockod a storll{;e area 

at Hankaw, While other planes attacked rail and road transportation and 

briq.,eo , nnd ~uvo support to Chinese forces in the Wan tinc area. Three 

planes wore loot . 

16 January. Chinese troops n ro within two miles ot Kantinc on the 

east, Allied troops east of the Aaladan River were within three mileo 

of l'Yohaung . 
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DltCLASSD'fQ 
O&D Lottor , 6-3- 72 

lS-16 Jo.ooary . The encey1 s t r oop concentrations , road and rail 

transport, and air field:! on Luzon were subject to heavy attack durinc 

40U previously unreported oorties; eloo anons these wae an attock on 

airfield:! and eupply dumps in northweste rn llornoo by 47 ~loro~ai-bnsed 

16 January . Our troops on Luzon encountered otitr resist ance on 

the northeast flank of the beachhead beinr Ollfl' '&ed in heavy !i<;hting in 

the ruts!<irto or Rosario. ~e::.ents to the southeast have c:ut the Saguio-

1/anila road at Bobonan. Our patrols wre elon~ the .Vno f!iver f'rco 

AlcAla to Tunana with only light opposition ""ile on the wes t flank they 

were pushinc north !rOll Alominos towards the tip or tho peninsula . 





D!CL.ISSTJI'IED 
OBD Lottor, b-3-72 

17 January. Tho Red .ln:IY offon.siw pushed torwll.rd alOilt' " 200-

mUo front. from Tarnow to J.:.al<ow, c.aptur1nr, Waraaw, "hic::h was e\·acuat.ed 

by the O.mane when the Soviet drive south of t.he city throntonod its 

encircloment . AdvMcea of 10 to 2$ miles wore ~;ono•·Al. . 'fhe 1nost west-

ward thruot ••oachod beyond C•estochowa, ..mich wno captured by strong 

Red forces; thle drive COMpelled tho Oomana to withdraw from their 

salient northoaat of Kielce . Soviet and lblmanian troop• made furt.her 
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EUROPI:: AIID TilE MEDITE!l!WIIWI - STRATElllC AIR 

15 January . RAF heavy bomber• struck benzol plants near Bochwn 

and Recklinghausen with 282 and 376 tons of bo:nho respectively. 

During the 24- hour period ending at 06oo, seven rockets fell i n 

Antwerp snd three Uying bQIIlbs fell in Liege . J::l.even rockets and 25 

flyi ng bombs landed in scattered areas behind the front . 

16 January . Tho 8t.~ Air Force dispatched 623 heavy bombors to 

attack the annament works at !.la(,debUl"g, an oil plant at Huhland, rail 

yards at Dresden , chemical worlcs nt llitterfeld, and an a irplane factory 

at tessau . 

The 15th Air ~·orce was grounded by weather . 

D.lr in ; the 24-hour period ending at 0600, five rockets fell in 

England, one reaching the London area . 
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~ 
DZCL/,r:.r.rll'~ 

O"J, t! t .:,.. , 

11: nnJ l!J' Jnnt!nr• . ':'nctical ... :r :·orcnD :'lc•:; 2 1195 aortios, in 

addi til)n to thJ'l"' !lN'tiOllSly .rc, .. ut.o 1 ·or •ilo L~th . :a "'.e teen ~d.di tionnl 

ono .. 1y aircr.oft were <J.estro:~e-.; l;e lost n tot.ol ol' 15' . "~n 1;. January) 

ono.:~y ,-,ovc, .. ontD and r~"li'my conWrs bch~~d the battle areas ''lr.'l"' ntt.o.cY.:od 

salient. nnd ti.:J.do contact nt ::ouffalize . '1'116 .~rst .. r·l)~ .in severe fi;:;.Ltin::; 

.;to.vuncnc! alon,: tr.a :"ront. cxt.endln ~ froo · "lt<!'fnllze t.o the nroas nouth 

;:;;tin&1l t.1·.o :.;ilCG and ponctr.:a .. ot.i to l'd tllin (.'1 t'lile of i.he R::in!1 . ..c 

.·~t :.a~ochollc t;:o ono:-c" ocCt!?J .. ih~ 1...10 c:t-:; r:ndc .:1 loc~l .::tttnck 

-ain.in ~0:10 ::;round f.JODt ot ·,ni.ch Wrl!l 3Ubaoquon't.ly rotal:cn by Frenc:i. 

t r OO:'.G • 

2 



15 Janwuz. n>rin£ 825 TocUcal Air Force aort.iee , """"' l$0 

IO!ldiW> bomboro attacked rail br icfeee on tho llrtMer route, .mile 

111oro thon 600 fi&hters and firhter bombor o otruek cOillllunicati ons , 

prineipnl.l,y in tho Po Valley . One enc"')' aircroft W<lO destr oyed; "" 

lost tour . The balkan Air Force now )L aort.iea , moot of them by 

t irMora , which attacked coastal t:un• on Lussin leland. 

16 January. Activity on the Yittil and :.l,;hth An.., l"ronts u:p to 

mid-:Lftom"'"n was con.~ined to patrollin; lllld artil . oey duels . 
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ASIA TIC Al!El 

D~CLASSII'ID 
OSD L6t ter, ~-3-72 

1) and U. January. The Ea3tem .U.r Comand new ) , 819 sorties, 

of" which 1,11$ wero tactical. l.!ore than 2W of theae planeo attacked 

bridgoe and onoey positions in tho ~lyebon aron . Heavy b<lmbers attacked 

a rail bridge aouthe<ltll of Lland;llay and docks at !•or~u1 . 1.\edium 

bomber s doatroyod or darnauod br idfles on the Ilanuoon-t.:Mdalay railroad 

north of TOUJl!lOO and in tho l'yinmana- To11111:oo aroa . Othor planee 

strafed lloiktila and Kangaung airfi eld!! and nept the Vandalay and 

Lashio areu. P'our «!nemy planes were destroyed; • loatt t.wo. 

The lhth Air Force new 11.6 previously unreported offensive sorti es, 

including a 111-ton attack by heaV'/ boeber s on atoraeo ueaa at H&nkow. 

Other planoa b<lmbod Kengt11111: , and the ll'uchanj' lll\d llanl<ow airdranes, and 

gnvo support to Chinese troops near Wanting . Twonty- four en<nn.Y planes 

wero destroyed; wo loot !our. 

1!) January, Nar~hkam on the Ledo koad w"" taken by Chinose t roopo, 

t hereby clearin; t.ho Lodo Road except f or t.he aect..ion between \':anting 

and 1/ll::lhXm runnina along the eouth bank or the 9hwel1 Hivor. At 

ilantt.ne, tho en~ hoavUy counterattacked the Chinese throughout the 

da,y . on tho eaat banl< of the Irrawad<lf near 'I'Winngo , "" ency attack 

W3s ropulaod. I.e at of the Irran dcly, Allied forces occupied Sad&wlg 

and puehod forward olomonta to within lJ milea ot l:andalay, 



•o 

CH I N A 

·' ,( 

ll_EELJ~.Q 
ot9~:0u 

tl.Q!IGK Olj.Q 

: 

• 

" 

' 0' 

" 

AUSTR.l\LIA 

- '" 
,., -

2~-Z804$ 

G 

"" 
,JA P AN 

,_ JiMiA J I MA 

1\10 J I H,! 

·, 
: ~ ....... . 

0$11 '0~· 

"-· 

,· .. ..: .. 

.. 

•• 

· .. ~ 

... 

... 

".h .tii.T 

~ ... .. ~.1101 ·. 
•tHOC: ( 

.. ~~~·~·· 

.~-· ""'' 
i:::)1•f". !HAW~· 

~: ,. 

'' 

·~ 

,,.,w •• ~·". 

"" 

\ • • • 

... 

• 



DJ:CLASSrFfl'l) 
OSD ~ottor, 6-S-7t 

0 ,-

EAST CENTRAL 

r . ' 
! ... • t , 

......... -



DECLASSIP 
OSD Lottor, 6-3- ?2 

LUZON 
J IAIUYA ,;< ISL.ANOS 

~ 
0 1010 J0 40 !KI 7& 

llll l f l 

XI V 

0/NGALAN 8 A Y 

........... 



SOO"''IIlF.ST PACIFIC AREA 

DEcussrrm 
0SD Lette2", f'-~-73 

11, and 12 Jar~. llore than 460 previously unreported sorties 

flown wore chiefly concentrated in the Philippinoo , ond rorticularly 

on airfielde ond comrnunicntions on Luton . Pitty-f1vo rn•~ planes 

" '"" destr oyed , JS of t hem dur ing one at tack on Cla~·k Field. lleavy 

ballber att.Rckrt woro also made on Fomosa, Borneo, llolmahera and tle-w 

Br1 ta1n . We loot two plane a . 

lS January. CUr forces on the eaotem nank ot L1nt;ayen beach­

hood have reached the general line blanr-Urdl\.~et.A With OC<'.(! oppoa1Uon 

in tho torm•r are" . CUr patrols oove pushed forward to 'linalonan . To 

tho south , we occupied C&-niling . lie have roached Al&Minoe on our woot 

nank . 

14 January . CUring tho night our forces lnndod unopposed on the 

oouthorn and no1-thern tipa of Penson b land in tho Ca:notoo Sea . On Leyte , 

we continued to roceive stubborn resistance from the onemy 1n the hill s 

near .l.bij&o. 

P.I.CITIC OC!:.I.ll A."ZA 

14 Janvary• l'ourt..en heavy bocber o struck Iwo Jiaa, and 46 

heavy ba!lbera and ten tighter• attecked airfields in the Truk Atoll , 

s 





DJ:JLASSIPID 
<l~D Lottor ~-S-78 

16 January . Sovil> L proosure in Foland """ l.nerenein& h-om liars~• 

to 't'nrnow. i:xtendve ,;aino were cade in t.h• two Viotula ;dver bridgehea• 

Rlldom beinQ' eapwred in the north . ro the north or hnreaw, !:iovict 

go.ina on two otheJ• aeetoro resulted in the captun of t!skow and Pillkall 

,Voot of 'bdopeat, Axis eounhrattaeko forced a dir,ht withdrawal of 

the Red ""lient north of the Da>ube . 

1) January . A paper balloon 80 feet in dta:~~etor, ourked with 

Japnne•• character• Md simJJ.ar t o one found previously in !Contana, 

was found at Lame Deer, l'ontllTla, approximately 5o mUos southeast of 

DU 11nr,o. 
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lf.ISTEJlll !l!:l!ISPHERE 

15 January. Be~"""" lllc.v and l8JO , a 7$-po.m1 hit:n explosive 

b<rb, ..en~ativel,y 1dent1!1ed as Japanese.._cie, landed ir. opea country 

opproxi&ately 6o ..Uea no!"1.11nst of Los An(elea, Cali!ornl.a, at the 

vUlat,;e ot Sat.icoy, ten flliloa inland from the coaat. . 
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Dli"'l.I.SGIP!~ 

O$ll .ot. • "' ,. -1 1 

EUROPE AND Tl!£ IJEDITEJWJiEAII - STRATEGIC AIR 

lJ; January . The RAF dropped J46 tons of bombs on the Saarbruckon 

rail yard during the day. That night, 573 heavy bombers and !irteen 

Mosquitoes at tacked nn oil plant at l.!orseburg while 242 heavy banbers 

and 109 ~losquitoes ba:>bed the Orevenbroich rail yard, a fuel depot 

southwest. of' Munster, and raided Berlin and Uannha:1J!l . Eleven bombers 

and six l~osquitoos are mi.ssing . 

During tho 24-hour period ending et o60o , two rockets and one 

nying bomb fell in Antwerp . Four fiying bombs fell in Liege . Six 

rockets and 25 fiyine banbs fell in areas nea>· Antwerp nnd Liege . 

15 January. Six hundred forty-three escorted hoavy boml>ors of 

the 8th Air Force attacked rail yards at Reutlineen, lngolstadt and 

Augsburg and a supply station at. Pr,e1burg . Fourteen ene!rzy' planes were 

destroyed; we lost two bombers a.nd one fighter . Seven other fighters , 

believed safe , are m.!ssing . 

Four hundred twenty- two escor ted 15t h Air Force heavy bombers 

dropped 871 tons of bombs on r ail targets at Vienna and J7 tons on 

similar targets at Tro•riso . Fifteen bombers and one fighter are 

missing . 

!Alring the 24-hour period ending at 0600, of nine rockets which 

fell in England, four reachod the London area . 
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EUOOPFAN THEATER 

D!OLASSIPIEB 
OSD Lo,tor , ~-3-72 

lL January , The RAJ' and 9th Tactical Ail' Forces flew 1 , 930 sortie• 

principall,y in suppor t of ground operations on the western front , ~!ediwn 

and light bombers dr<pped more than LJO tons of bombs on rail bri dges and 

cO!lii'Alnication centers behind the batUe area . Thirty-ei ght enemy ail'-

craft were destroyed; we lost 25 . 

15 January , Our First Ancy continued to gain ground on the northern 

flank of the Ardennes salient . Southeast of lo!almedy lllld Stavelot we onde 

gains up to t no miles towards St . Vith against stiff opposi t ion . To the 

sout hwes t , our units advanced to within a mile of Houffalize and, south of 

Laroche , made contact with the Third Army advancinj: f r Cill the south . The 

Third Army reached a point four miles south of Hou!falize , and made several 

small advances no1·thcast and southeast of Bast ogne . Small gains inside the 

German border near Remich improved our positions , 

The Seventh Army made slieht advances aeainst stiff oppositi on south 

of Bitsch and heavy fighting continued at Hat t on , northeast of lf;lgenau , 

East of Hagenau , hO\'\·ever , we occupied 6everal small villages withou t 

opposi tion gaining about one mile along a five-mile front . 

The French Army front south or Strasbourg was quiet . 

Pn!liminary casualty reports covering the period December l$' to 

January 7 indicate that in the fighting in the Ardennes our losses have 

been slightly under 40, 000, of llhich 18 ,000 al'e missing, the majority 

preswnably prisoners of war . In the same peri od some 40 ,000 Germans have 

been captured. Theil' cas ualties in kill ed and wounded are est imated at 

about 50, 000 . 

3 
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~..!!.!!!!.. •ioat hor l imited tho Tactical , Coas tal, and Balkan 

Air Forces to a total of SO sorties for the 24- hour period ending 

at sunset . 

15 January . In the 24 hours ending at 1500, active patrolling 

continued on the Fifth and Eighth ~ fr onts . 
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12 J&nUAr;(· The <Astern .ur C~d now ~ .Sl7 IOrt.!ea or which 

6J6 wore t.aetical . In those operations nedium boobers attacked l.!yebon 

and Aenu Point 1n support of illiod landings ; a pipeline bridge aouth ­

eost of ~lat:we was broached and set afire by f.!ehter plWlos , targets noar 

Mandalay and Lo.shio won attacked, and general support was o~iven to 

ground foreos thrO\IllhOut &lnna . Antiaircraft defenseo shot clown one 

eneey plilns in raidJI a;:8inet our 1nstellat1cns 1n tho Shwobo area . 

1) January . C\lr !i<!hters shot down two or ten one"~)' planes which 

dive- bortbod Allied shipping in the ~bon area . 

F1.1'ty-three heavy bocbora, aix llooquitoea and 24 fir.htera dropped 

227 ton• or banbs on I!Andal.a.v eaustn.> !irea visible tor eo milqs . other 

heavy bonber s attackod Sagainl; , sterting numerous fires . 

l h January . .Uliod t roops had occupied Kani on tho wost bani< of 

t he Chindwin kivor . J'otrols fror.~ this area n1Bde contact with thos e 

advanciJ'<J weat froo the :ihwobo area . othar patrols ndvunced 22 miles 

southeaBt o! ~hwtbo without contact . East or the Irrawndey, Allied 

troops wer• ceet111.; etron~ ene:zy opposition t wo •ilos north and !oor 

oiles east o! Twinn~e . 

The Air Transport Coo:t:lsnd has reported a total or )2 ,ooo not tono 

nown over the •flul:p" <ltring the month ot Decm~~ber. 
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12-14 January. 640 ad1.1tional oortleo ...,,.. reported chieny in 

support ot our 11round OJ'<'retions on Luzon . At leaot nine enemy planeo 

were dostroyod . Ei;hteen other enecy plnneo w•re ahot down by f~hters 

and antiaircraft ~nd nino crash~vod durin(• rddo nruinat Allied shippl.nl!: 

in tJ1e Li.nllayen area . IVo lost four aircr aft . 

lJ Janua.ry . On Leyte, we repulsed an utack by DC>Do .)(),) enooy 

troops oi~t 11Ueo northwest of Omoc; cast of Omoc we wore roeet l.n!: 

stitf reois~ce in a local action . 

lL January, r;orth of SUal, we reach<ld Cabalit14n Ill¥ and were 

within eix ailee Of .\laoir.Oo , ~r !>"trolo have penetrated Marly three 

mUeo south of Lan.•ato.reCl. We have occupied &!,yo.~benc and patrols have 

pushed onto Crur.Uing and Urdsneta ''ithout oppooltion . Southeast of 

Drunortie , our tr'Oops located resistance neo.r Pin'ftU.apU . Wo rocoivod 

artUlory and mortar fire in areas f r au southenot of Cntablan . 

PACIFIC OCEAii A11EA. 

l2 January . Thirty facitic Ocean Area B-2~'• continued the attacks 

on airfisld inot..lbtiono in lwo Jiaa; three other B-24'o attacked l:o.rcus . 

14 January, P'orty- three B-29' s of tho 21ot bolnbor Coc- and dropped 

:W7 tons of bo-lbe on aircraft worko at !iagoya. Twenty-five othor B-20' o, 

the """'" operation, dropped &J tons on unspecified tnrgeto . Coordinated 

aggrooaivo attncko were reported against our banbero, ae many a• l6S' being 

reportod by ono squadron , Sevent een (probably 29) cnt"')' planoo wore des-

troyed; four H-29 1 a wore loat. 
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l S January . In J:Ast Prussia , the Gennans counterattacked loeal 

Soviet penetrations . The ~oviets continued their attacks from their 

bridgeheads alon.; the Narew and middle Vistula. f'arther south the 

COlllllunications center of Kielce was taken by the Soviets after over-

coming str ong resistance . Sou t hwest of iielce the Soviets made cains 

up to 16 miles on n br oad front . t:ort hcast of Lucenec Soviet and 

Jrumanian troops na de sotte progress against moderate rosi:;; tance . ::iennan 

counterattach on n reduced s cale continued cast of K=r om. In 

Budapest bOviet and Rumanian tronps continued to move slowly toward 

the center of the city. 
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