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DECLAGSIFIED
UBD Letter, 6-B-TH

LENERAL

Theater Commanders have been authoriged to award theater ribbons,
in outstanding and exceptional cases, to civilians who have contributed
to the welfare and effectiveness of ocur troops and shared their hard-

ships and dangers.

+IC ATR

SUROFE AMD 1% 1 EDITERAANEAN - STAATE

30 Jarmary. Both Sth Adr Force and RAF operations were cancelled
because of adverse weather. However, ten Middle-East based light

bombers again attacked German troop concentrations on Piscopl Island.

31 January. Dropping 1,350 tons on an

bombers nade the heaviest attack to

Air Force against a single tarpget. A few of these p

wes attacked

er are missing.

._
g
n

rail vards at llaribor and Graz.

1ing bad weather forced the recall of th Air Force

Brunswick and Bremen.
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08D Letter, 6-3-T8

EUROFEAN THEATER

30 January. The Tactical Air Forces, hampered by weather, flew only
287 sorties., Small-secale attacks were made on roil communications in the
Colopne-Hoblenz area and support missions were flown over Alsace and the
northern end of the f{ront.

During the 2L-hour period ending at 0600, two rockets fell in Antwerp,
and eleven rockots and 60 flying bombs fell in nearby areas. One flying
bomb fell outside of Liepe.

During the 2h-hour pericd endins at 0600, 31 January, neither rockets

nor {lying bombs fell in England,

31 January. BHy noon, Canadian troops had repulsed two German efforts
to reinforce the Island in the Msuse River north of Tilburg, and had cleared
the island of the enemy. Other forces made a loecal gain northwest of
liijmegen.

The attack of our Ninth, First and Third Armies contimied on the
lj0-mile front alony the Belgo-German frontisr south from Murtpen Forest,
The Ninth Army and adjacent First Army unite made advances averaging a
mile against strong resistance on a seven-mile {ront south of Monschau
Forest. Farther south, the First Army advanced two miles alony a similar
sector against decreasing resistance. The units attacling east and south
of St. Vith made lesser gains.

In Alsace, American units with the First French Army advanced
slirhtly north of Colmar and other American units made local progress
north of Munster. In a Corps attack, French troops made local progress

north of Yulhouse and were engaged in hard fighting in the asastern and

western outskirts of Cernay.

2



MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

30 January. The Tectical Alr Force flew 107 sorties in additien

to the 1,000 previously reported.

31 January. Tactical planes flew more than TLS sorties. About
140 mediun bombers attacked rail lines and bridgese in northeastern

Italy, the main weight of the attacks falling on the Brenner Houte,
More than 500 fighters destroyed road and rall transport and bridpes
beyond the battle lines. Five of our aircraft were lost.

There was no sienificant change on the Italian battlefront.
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ASIATIC THEATER

29 Janu,ag. The Eastermn Alr Command flew 2,315 sorties; of which
712 were tactical, chiefly in support of ground operstiocna. Twenty-three
gscorted heavy bombers attacked the Burma-S5iam and Pepu-llartaban railways,

damaging four bridgses. We lost two planes.

30 January. Twenty-five escorted B-2li's of the 1hth Air Force
borbed the docks at Hankow. One fighter is missing.

On tha Salween front, the enemy contimied his attacks against Allied
positions on the Burma Road southeast of Namhkam. Japanese attacks also
continued on the bridgehead area mear Singu. On the east bank of the
Chindwin, British troops had advanced 30 miles scuth of Monywa without
establishing contact with the enemy. To the scutlwest, British troops
moving eastward from Pauk were within 25 wiles of the Irrawaddy River
town of Pakoklu without having met any organized resistance.

On the iyebon Peninsula, stubborn resistance contirued. Artillery
fire from the southern tip of Ramree Island forced the withdrawal of

dritish trocps from Sagu Kyun Island, where they landed on 27 January.

1 February. lore than 100 B-29's participated in an attack
directed primayily against Singapere. According to preliminary reports,

92 bombed the primary, and 20 bombed other tarpets.
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08D Letter, 5-3-T2

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATER

29 and 30 January. During 200 additional sorties, heavy bombers

attacked airfields on Formosa, destroying 17 enemy planes; others bombed
Cavite, causing large explesions and fires. Seventy planes attacked
targets on New Britain and New Ireland, and Ly supported pround forces

on Bougainville.

30 Januwary. Our forces on Luzon, moving eastward from Hosario,
captured Udiao, while ocur eastern flank was expanded to a line munning
from Lunog to Talavera. In the center; we reached San Vicente, and, to
the west, our patrols were at Porac on the Angeles-(uagua Read. Troops
from the beachhead north of Sublic Bay, had occupied San Marcelinc and
its airfieloc and continued thelr advance from Subic to capture Olonpapo.

A landing of battalion strength was made on Grande Island, in Subic Bay,

without opposition.

31 January. Unopposed, our Eighth Army landed additicnal troops

near Nasugbu, Batangas Province, south of Manila Bay.

FACIFIC OCEAN AREA

28 January. Thirty B-2L's continued the attack on Iwo Jima air-
fields. That night three medium bombers damaged an enemy transport and
a destroyer in the Bonins, Two B-29's attacked a Tokyo oil plant, and

a third hit Hachijo Jima, south of Tolgyo.
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08D Letter, 0-3-TR

EUROPE AND THE MEDITERRANEAN - STRATEGIC AIR

29 January. Hailyards at Krefeld were attacked by U2 heavy

o

bars of the RAF. During the night, 59 Mosquitces were dispatched

to attack Berlin.

X January. Weather grounded both the Bth Adr Force and, in Italy,

the 15th Air Force.
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DBD Letter, [-3-72

EURCPEAN THEATER

29 January. Supperting our ground forces all aleng the front, the
Tactical Alr Forces flew 2,845 sorties. Bombers and fighter-bombers
dropped more than 1,000 tons of bombs on rail bridges, communication
canters and supply depots east of the Ardennes and struck rail centers
in the Kobleng-Kaiserslautern areas, Destruction of large amounts of
rail and motor transport was claimed. Two enemy planes were destroyed.
We lost ten.

During the 2i=hour period ending at 0800, five rockets and six
flying bombs fell in Antwerp. Ten rockets and 29 flying bombs struck

adjacent areas. One {lying bomb fell ocutside of Liege.

30 January. Durding the 2l-hour pericd ending at 0500, seven rockets
fell in England.

Up to noon, there was active patrolling on the Hritdish Second Army
front southeast of Roermond. Some forward positions were overrun by a
strong enemy patrol but were restored by a counterattack.

Inite of our Ninth, First and Third Armies advanced from one to
two miles along a LO-mile front running south from the southern edge of
the Hartgen Forest. In the area of 5t. Vith, bridgeheads were established
across the Our River. South of 5t. Vith, the advance carried our lines
onto Cerman scil,

In Alsace, American troops launched an attack to the northeast of
Colmar and crossed the Colmar Canal on a three-mile front. The French

First Army advanced along a four-mile front northwest of Mulhouse and

mads local progress west of Cernay.

2
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D Letter, 6-3-72

MEDITERFANEAN THEATER

28 Jamary. The Tactical Alr Force flew L3 sorties in addition
to those previously reported. Eleven lMfiddle-East based planes

attacked German troop concentrations on Piscopl Ialand,

30 Jamary. The Tactical Air Force flew more than 1,000 sorties.
Fighters attacked rail and motor transport; more than 100 medium
bombars struck at railyards and bridges on the Brenner Route., We lost
nine planas,

During the 2L-hour pericd ending at midaftermoon, there was no

significant change on the Italian battlefront.
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OBl Letter, 6-3-72

ASIATIC AREA

20 January. The Eastern Air Command flew 2,468 sorties, of which
752 were tactical. Heavy bombers dropped 2L0 tons on positions north-
east of lyebon. Lighter alrcraft supported ground troops and hit dumps
and positions in the area east of Algrab and in northern Burma. Fighters

covered the China-bound convoy on the newly—opened road from India.

28 and 29 Jamary. The 1llth Air Force flew 56 previocusly unreported

offensive sorties, mostly agalnst rail facilities and attacked shipping
on the Yangtze. Five eneny aircraflt were destroyed during a strike on

Pailuchi airdrome. We lost one plans.

29 Jaruary. On the Salween front, Allies repulsed an attack ten
miles southeast of Namhkam and contimied to reduce pockets of resistance.
The Japanese contimued to attack the Allied bridgeheads on the Irrawaddy
nerth of Mandalay without success. Forward elements of the British
advance into the bend of the Irrawaddy were within ten miles of Mandalay
and Sagaing. Other units advanced locally in the area scutheast of

Wonywa. Enemy resistance contimued both on the Myebon Peninsula and

Ramree Island.

28 January. Japanese troops captured Suichwan airfield, according
to Radio Tokyo.
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DECLASSIFIED
M0 Letter, 5-8-72

SOUTHNEST PACIFIC AREA

28 and 29 Jamiary. A total of 330 previocusly unreported sorties

were flown., Twenty-three heavy bombers hit Corregider and mumerous
other attacks were made on road transport, installations, and strong
points in the Manila Bay area. Three enemy fighters were destroyed
during strikes on airdromes in northern Lugzon. Two freighters and four
coasters were sunk or left blazing by planes patrolling the Ryulgrs

northeast of Formosa. We lost one fighter.

29 Jamary. The I Corps on Imzon repulsed a counterattack north
of Rosario and, to the southeast of San llanuel, penetrated sastward
reaching a line San Isidro-Puenavista. South of Guimba, we advanced to
Licab. The XIV Corps made slow progress in the reductien of enemy
positions south and southwest of Clark Field and was engaged in heavy
fiphting in the Fort Stotsenburg area. Forward units secured San
Fernando, 3L air miles from Manila. From the bridgehead north of Subic
Bay, Eighth Army troops were moving rapidly inland. San Narciso and
San Antonio were secured. Forward elements had reached the town of

Subic at the northern end of the Bay.
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PACIFIC OCEAN AHEA

26 Jarmary. The previcusly reported strike of 17 Liberators
marked the fiftieth consecutive bombardment of Iwo Jima by heavy

bonbers of the Tth Alr Force. There was a dally average of 28 planes.

27 Jamuary. Thirty B-24's contimied the bombardment of Iwo Jima,
shooting down one of two intercepting planes. That night a lone 0-29

bombed an oil plant in Tolgro.
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08D Letter, 56-8-73

EASTERN FRONT

Soviet forces continued to narrow the East Prussian

30 January.

pocket and had nearly encircled Honlgsberg. To the scuthwest, they

severed the Dangig-Schneidemuehl railroad at a point 20 miles north-

east of Schneidemuehl. Their advance toward Berlin progressed up to

15 miles and is within 70 miles of that city, the Obra River being

crossed in the southern sector. In upper Silesia, the Red Army ex-

pandad its bridgeheads over the Oder. In Slovalkda, there was a 20-mile

gain along a T0=mile front.
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GED Letter, G-8-72

20 Jamuary. One hundred forty-three RAF heavy bombers dropped
738 tons of bombs on a rail yard at Cologne. That night 602 heavy
bombers and Mosquitoes attacked the Stuttgart area and 63 other

Mosgquitoes bombed Berlin. Thirteen bombers are missing.

29 Jamuary. Four hundred and fourteen escorted heavy bombers of
the Bth Air Force attacked rail yards near Koblenz and Siegen; 355 B-17
hit viaducts near Bislefeld and Altenbeken; and a third feorce of 385
heavies bombed factories and a rail yard at Kassel. Six enemy planes
were destroyed; we lost five bombers and six fighters.

Weather forced cancellation of 15th Alr Foree bomber cperations

for the eighth successive day.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

20 January. The Tactical Air Forces flew more than BOD sorties,
Communications and rail bridges near Haiserslautern and in the Eifel
area were attacked with 170 tons of bombs; fighters flew armed recon-
naissance northeast of the Huhr. We lost ten planas,

During the 2L~hour period ending at 0500, four rockets and eleven

flying bombs fell in Antwerp and four rockets and 39 flying bombs fell

in adjacent areas; one flying bomb hit near Liege.

29 January. In the 2l-hour period ending at 06800, four rockets
fell in England, two of which reached the London area.

We continue to advance slowly in the Ardennes. MNortheast of St.
Vith we moved forward three miles against scattered resistance. To the
south, between St. Vith and Vianden, we gained about two miles aleng an
l8-mile front. Allied troops expanded their salient northwest of Colmar,
advancing along the Colmar Canal and are only three miles from the
Hhine. HNerthwest of lMulhouse, we made small gains in the viecinity of

Cermay.



MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

28 {aﬂ:a_rx. The Tactical Alr Force flew 65 sorties in addition

to those reported yeaterday.

29 January. Freliminary reports indicate that the Tactical Air
Forces flew T8l sorties. Bridpes, particularly in the Bolzano-Verona
area and communications cn the Brenner Houte were attacked. Six
bridges and four enemy aircraft were destroyed. We loat seven planes.

Ground action on the Italian front was limited to active patrolling.
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0BD Letter, 6-3-72

ASIATIC AHEA

27 and 28 Jamuary. The 1llith Air Force flew 29 previcusly un-

reported offensive sorties., Two rail yards near Kaifenpg, in the Yellow
Fiver area, were bombed and the Yangtze River above Hankow was mined.

A Japanese bomber was shot down near our Lacheokow airfield,

27 January. The Eastern Air Command flew L,016 previcusly un-
reported sorties, of which 98 were tactical, Heavy bombers attacked
the Burma-Siam railroad with 70 tons of bomba, destroying three bridges.
Mines were lald near Bangkeok and in the Pakchan River on the Kra
Peninsula. Medium and fighter bombers dropped more than 100 tons of
bombs on gun emplacements and enemy positions east of Singu and supported

the ground forces throughout Burma.

28 January. Chinese and American units continued cperatiocns to
clear the Burma-Lashic Hoad below Wanting.

On the Irrawaddy, Japanese attacks against the Singu bridgehead
were again repulsed. A British column, moving scuth from Yinmabin,
advanced ten miles without contact. South of Gangaw, we scored another
five miles,.

Another brigade has landed to reinforce the troops on Hamree Island.
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08D Lotter, 5-3-78
SOUTHIEST PACIFIC AREA

26 through 28 Jamuary. A total of 478 previously unreported sorties

were flown. On 28 Jamuary, 25 heavy bombers struck supply dumps and
other enemy installations in the Cavite area and 32 others bombed
Corregidor. HNearly 50 medium and light bombers attacked Laocap airdrome,
on nortimestern Luzon, and hit barracks and un emplacements on Carabao
Island at the scuthern entrance of Manila Bay. Other planes attacked

motor transport and Japanese defensive positions on Luzen.

28 Jamiary. The road from Rosaric west to the coast was clear of
the enemy and the occupation of San Mamuel was completed. Te the south,
mopping up operatlons contimied near Clark Field and patrols had reached
Mexice and San Fernando, on the San Fernando Hiver. A total of 103 enemy

tanks have been destroyed on Lugon to date.

29 Jaruary. Units of our Eilghth Aymy made unopposed landings near
San Narciso, on the western coast of Luzon, 20 miles north of Sublc Bay.
PACIFIC OCEAN ANEA

26 Jamary. Seventeen Army heavy bombers attacked Iwo Jima. Three
B-29'e, on night weather missions, bombed oil installations in the Tokyo

ares.



DECLASSIFIED
08D Letter, G-3=72

- o [i]

4 LINE AT START OF DRIVE
LINE AS oF228 Jan
LinWE AS OF 2? JAN 45 —
o’ Ny &

_~ x\\\

'-' oW GE
e

r RAROW | e
g N NOYY TARG .~ = |
» . L s )
’ ) T 2

TR

al l|.5.\_ .........

b o | g
~N/

]

b ;

Fel

(]




s e .
——

DECLABSIFIED

03D Letter, 5-3-72
EASTER! FRONT

29 Jamuary. Soviet pressure in Latvia continues. Soviet troops
gained near Konigsberg, but northwest of Allenstein, & salient pushed
toward Elbing was forced to withdraw. Small gains were made northwest
of Bromberz, and fighting continues in Torun and Posen. Moving forward
about 16 miles on a broad front, Red troops west of Posen extended
their hold on German territory south and west of Schneidemiehl. The
bridgehead over the Oder at Steinau has been strengthened and further
advances were made in Upper Silesia, and in southern Foland. The

assault on Budapest continues.
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030 Letter, L-3-73

THE LEDITEARANSAN - STHRATEGIC ATH

26 and 27 January. Small missions of HAF mosquitoes attacked Berlin,
and other tarpets in westem Germany.
Both the Bth Air Force and, in Italy, the 15th Alr Force were grounded

by weather,

28 January. The Ruhr was attacked by about 1,000 escorted heavy

bombers of the Bth Air Force. Principal targets were coklng plants near
Dortmund, marshalling yards near Krefeld and Cologne, and bridges across
tha [thine in the vicinity of Cologne ard Duisburg. Twanty-four bombers

are missing,.
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DECLAREIFIFD
DBD Lettor, L-3-72

27 January. Although weather limited the Tactical Alr Forces to
379 sorties, they continued their attacks against transport equipment,
dastroying nearly 190 motor vehicles and 40 railroad cars in the areas
west of Cologne and Koblenz,

During the 24-hour period ending at 0600, four rockets fell in
Antwarp; nine rockets and 22 flying bombs hit in scattered areas outside

the city, Two flying bombs fell near Lisge.

28 January., During the 24-hour period ending at 0600, eight rockets
fall in England.

The enemy succeeded in landing small numbers of reinforcements on
the island in the !euse River northwest of Tilburg. But Canadian troops
made limited gains there during the period.

Northeast of St. Vith, despite snow—clopged roads and heavy snowfall,
we pained an average of two miles., Detween St. Vith and Clervaux
general advances of two miles wr-a made, Near the scuthern Luxembourg
border, east of the Moselle, we advanced about & mile.

Northeast of Colmar French troops advanced two and one-half miles
east of the T1l Hiver; US units pained & mile to the south and reached
the line of the Colmar Cansl. North and northwest of Mulhouse the French

made limited pains after hard fighting.




LMEDITERRANEAN THEATER

Mﬂ+ Another strike arainst pun positions on Lussin Island
and an attack on a cellulose factory in northeastern Italy were among
operations of the Coastal and Balkan Air Forces, which flew &3 sorties.
The Tactical Air Force flew 120 sorties, in addition to the 637 reported
yesterday, mostly against communication and supply facilities in northern

Italy.

28 January. Four rail bridees, Ll motor wehicles, and 3l railrocad
ears wera reported destroyed by the Tactical Air Force during 272 scrties,
flown mainly in Po Valley.

There were no significant chanpes on the battlefront up to mid-

afternoon.
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DEOLARSIFIED
(2D Latter a
ASIATIC THEATER
26 January. The Eastern Air Command flew 1,253 sorties, of which 607

were tactical. More than 270 tons of bombs were dropped on enemy positions
northeast of lMyeben. Support missions were flown over other Purma fronts
as well, and attacks were made on airfields, transportation, and river

craft in central Burma. An ammunition train was destroyed southwest of

Mandalay.

27 January. The lhth Air Force flew 38 offensive sorties. Near
Kankinr, an airfield and ferries were attacked, and a LOO-foot wvessel was
left burmning. O(nme enemy plane was destroyved; we lost two.

On the Salween front; Chinese forces west of the Burma Road advanced
four miles to a point 18 miles south of Namhkam. Chinese units which are
glearing the Burma Hoad to the north pained two miles arainst stiff
registance.

Twenty miles west of Mandalay, Allied patrols crossed the Irrawaddy
fiver and moved five miles south without contact. Below Gangaw, British
units advanced another six miles, reaching the Eyaw River.

Landings were made on Cheduba and Sagu Fyun Islandas, south of Hamree.

28 January. The first China-bound vehicular convoy, composed of
about 100 vehieles, including jeeps, trucks, and artillery pieces, croased

the Purma-China boundary at Wanting.



GRANDE
SUBIC BAY

Line as oF 28 gaw
LINE &S OF 27 JaM

-
.k

Luzon\i'-»

VR R



L. L
ad * 3+ 2
b T iy e Al
b I = .
- 1t — e o
'|:__r__ 1 — I — o
MILES
g Chungking *
"-—‘.J
o
e
¥ " & Fa
' . S IWO0 JIMA
kﬁ Cant » . : * Marcus |
: — b LR
SURMA -~ PRENCH
4 -
a Urcas [ .
= ™ ! + Wakel, I
4 Reipenl & Tmon gl Awll
BINALBAGAN ,NEGROS / Guam
: W .
FHILTFPIRE 18 Eniwstok & al® r
L] ] & L] |-:
. e Ye' O ,p ‘ & S
1 T ] # X
IHDAWAD .*'“"““1! =y W & 3 Janape 4 =t
4 # : N “u Jatujie "
&« SONSOROL " ' "
e )
& Kapingamerangs [
+ -
e « Dpean
%

an-207TaR-100

aso

93191

BL-E-S

a0

EATITERVT




SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AHEA

24 through 27 January. In addition to theose previously reported, 088

sorties were flewn. [Porty-seven medium bombers and fighters, in attacks
on the Aparri area, destroyed nine enemy planes; L3 B-2lL's struck Cavite
and the nearby Canacac seaplane base, and about 20 B-2L's hit defensive
pesitions and an ammunition dump at Grande Island in Sublec Bay. Twanty-
tnree other heavy bombers struck at Binalbagan, on Negros. Lighter ailrcraft

wera concentrated azainst targets on Luzon.

27 January. On Luzon, Rosario was captured. In the south, our troops
seized Angeles and were on the line Anpeles-lagalang, while patrols were
probirng towards the San Fernando Hiver.

Thirteen squadrons of light combat planes are now based on Lingayen

fields.

PACIFIC CCEAN AREA

2 through 26 January. Additional strikes against Iwo Jima by 3L

heavy bombers, as well as the bombing of Nagoya and Shingu by two B-29's
and attacks on Yap, the Palaus, and Sonsorol Island by 54 other aireraft,

wara included in delayed reports.

27 January. During the previcusly reported B-29 attack on Tolgro, 31

(probably L1) enemy planes were destroyed.

29 January. Iwo Jima military installations were struck by B-29's of
the XXI Bomber Command. According to preliminary reports, 30 B-29's

participated with no losses.

5
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29 January. In the Baltic area; Mamel fell to Soviet forces, Hed

troops reached the outskirts of Konissberg on three sides, and there

ware advanc ea to

ing, where street fightinr was reported.

rreatest

advance, reachins nearly thirt;

vy miles northwest and into Germany, placed

Sehneidemuehl under attack. MNorth and south of Sreslau, three brideeheads

were thrust across the Oder [ver. In Upper Silesia, the Soviets captured
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08D Letter, 6-3-T8

24 Jamary., A 30-foot balloon was shot down by our fighters

east of Attu,

EUKOPE AND THE MEDITERRANEAN - STHATEGIC ATR

25 January, During the night, RAF heavy bombers dropped 74 tons
of bombs on CGrevenbroich town and rail installations, northwest of

Cologne,

26 January., Inclement weather forced cancellation of 8th Air

Force bomber missions ard grounded the 15th Alr Force in Italy.

EURCPEAN TIBATER

26 January. Bad weather limited the Tactical Air Forces to 682
sorties, which were flowm meinly in furthar attacks against withdrawing
motor transport. We lost five planes,

During the 24-hour period ending at 0600, five rockets and two
flying combs fell in Antwerp; five rockets and 32 flying bombs fell

in scattered areas outside the city. Two flylng bombs fell near Liege,

27 January. During the 24-hour period ending 0600, 17 rockets
fell in England,

By noon, the British Second Army northeast of Sittard had advanced
a mile without contact to the east of Stevensweert and reached the

Hoer River at one point.

1
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08D Lettor, 5-8-78

Southeast of S5t. Vith, lecal pains were reported. To the south,
our Third Army continued the attack apainst the cemter of the Ardennes
salient, Cains of over twoc miles were made in areas to the north and
sguth of Clervaux, Northeast of Dlekirch we made local advances,

U'S troops with the First French Ammy made local gains northeast of
Colmar, In the Vosges mountains, French troops galned almost two miles
northwest of lunster. West of Mulhouse the French reached the Thur River

at Cernay,
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MEDITE; fuh JGAN TH ZATER
26 January, Adverse weather limited the Tactical Air Force to

53 sortles. Coastal and Balkan Air Force planes, in 87 sorties,
attacked targets on Lussin Island, communicaticns in Yugoslavia, and

pun positions on Miles, We lost two planes.

27 Jamary, Preliminary reports indicate that Tectical aircraft
flew 037 sorties. Close support was given to Allied ground trocps, and
lines of communication in the Po Valley were attacked, Five bridges
were destroyed, Medium bombers dropped 64 tons on the Castelfranco
rail yards northwest of Bologna, We lost ten planes,

Cnly active patrolling and exchanges of artillery fire were

reported on the ground front up to mid-afternoeon,
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DED

ASIATIC ANER

24 and 25 Japuary, The Eastern Air Command flew 3,386 previously

unreported sorties, of which 994 were tactical. Fifty-six B-24's struck
Amarapura, between Landalay and Sapeing, and destroyed two bridpes on
the Moulmein-Ye rail line, along the Gulfl of lartaban. Nedium bombers
dropped 40 tons on Japanese headguarters near Sagaing and cratered

the Heho a&irdreme, Other planes, in addition tc glving close support
to ground troops, attacked communications, bridges amd supply areas in
central Burma., Four planes are missing.

20 Janmuary, The L4th Air Force reported 27 offensive sortles. Two
enemy aircraft were destroyed; we lost one,.

27 Jenuary, Twenty-two B-29's of the XX Bomber Command struck the
Saigon naval vards and arsenal. One other attacked a secondary target.
lone were lost.

In the upper Shweli Valley, south of Bhampo, the Chinese advanced
5ix miles. On the irrawaddy, more Japanese counterattacks against our
bridgeheads east of Shwebo were repulsed., The cepture of an east-west
road provided lateral contact between Allied units south of Monywe and
those 15 miles west of Lendalay. South of Cangaw we gained another six
miles. Northeast of Alkyab, Mychaung was occupied without opposition,
To the south of this town & column approaching the Myebon Peninsula from
the north gained four miles. Allies were meeting stubborn resistance

in their bridgehesd five miles east of the Myebon Peninsula,
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25 January, In China the Jepanese occupied Haifeng and continued

east along the coast, Another Japanese force landed 20 miles east of

Hoi feng.
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22 through 26 January, More than 1,030 additional sorties were

reported. Over 200 aircraft attacked Bougainville, New Gritein and
New Ireland, and more than 300 flew sweeps over the Visayas, Forty-one
B=24's scored direct hits on Corregidor gun positions, and about 70
medium and light bombers attacked installaticns in the Manila-Subiec Say
area, Other planes hit airdromes on Luzon and lurnished support to our
ground troops, particelarly near Rosario. Fatrel plames and B=24's

started fires at Takao fuel storage areas and along the Amoy waterfront,

26 January. Our troops were engaged in mopping-up the high ground
east of the Fogorrublo-Hosarie road, House-to-house fighting continued
in San lanuel where, the preceding day, 20 enemy tanks were destroyed.
Japanese alements which were by-passed in the Cabs&ruan Hills had been
destroved. We were holding a line along Samban HAiver west to bBamban
while troops farther west moved south to capture Clark Field and Fert

Stotsenburg (previously reported by a communique).

PACTFIC OCRAN ANIA

24, and 25 January, More than 24 aircraft attacked enemy installa-

tions on Babelthuap and Yap. Two B=29's individually sttacked Csaka,

27 Jamuary, Sixty-one B-29's of the IXI Bomber Command struck
the harbor facilities and urban area of Tokyo, and six bombed other

tarpets, Five B=29's were lost to enemy action.

6
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DECLABSIFIED
08D Letter, H-5-72

27 January. In Hast Prussia, Hed Army units advanced to within
five miles of Konicsberg while contimuing their gains in the southeast
corner of the provinee. Counterattacks nerth of Allensteln were
repulsed, and the Soviets continued to push forward along the Elbing-
Danzig railroad. Torun and Posen were surrounded and left some 15
miles behind the lines. In upper Silesia the Red drive continued
azainst increasing opposition, There were general painas in Slovakia.

Southwest of Budapest, continued German attacks were repulsed.
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25 January. Four medium bombers attacked Ketani Island, off
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EURCFE AND THE MEDITERRANEAN - STRATEGIC AIR

26 Jamuary. Bombers of the Bth Air Force were grounded for the
third successive day.

Although weather in Italy alsc prevented offensive cperaticns of
the 15th Adir Forece, 51 bombers carried supplies to Yuposlavia; one is
missing.

EUROPEAN THEATER

25 January. OContinuing to strike heavy blows against enemy columns
withdrawing from the Ardennes, the Tactical Air Forces destroyed or
damaged more than 1,250 motor vehicles and 350 railroad cars. Although
the weathear was unfavorable, 1,075 sorties were flown, the attacks in-
cluding strikes against bridges across the Fhine, particularly in the
ponn=-Koblenz=-Trier triangle. We lest eight planes.

During the 2l~hour period ending at 0600, two rockets fell in
Antwerp. Six rockets and 17 flying bombs fell in scattered areas out-

side the city.

26 January. In the 2li~hour periocd ending at 0500, five rockets
fall in England,

By noon units of the First Canadian Army had made a landing on an
island in the Meuse River, northwest of Tilburg. East of Sittard,
British troops supported by units on the left of the US Ninth Army gaine
a mile on a nine-mile front.

Qur First Army made local gains in the sector five miles nerth of
S5t. Vith. In the centar of the Ardennes salient we advanced an average
of one mile on a 15-mile front.

In northern Alsace we wiped out the enemy's two bridgeheads across

the Moder River, west of Hagenau *



i

South of Selestat, the French made a one-mile galn, but were

forced to withdraw to their original positicns. American troops

gained nearly twoe miles. North and northwest

of Mulhouse, French troops gained about one mile desplite repeated

counterattacks.

Tad



Bardeaous

&

- ;TDUWHII
CENTRAL EUROPE

50 D 80 [[+]5] 1-1+] B0
| = = = b r— = —
STATUTE WILES T

oBrussels. Calogne
- aFrunhqu

Ntﬂ-t'p‘ /
Bern i

:.é"o

@ Milan 5{0

L P

.

EAYONA

o
=L ety Baolagna

DLeipzig

1?F'r:n;we \7 s
Q
'.
.l‘

\QE\:K\_’V_/‘
oMunich

Tll'lf':l

Dﬂnl!:-‘m

JUDINE

R PO s

R

Budapest ©

T
o

Bd=T117-=-300




—_————

DECLASSIFIED
08D Letter, 0-3-T8

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

25 Jamuary. The Tactieal Air Force flew 127 sorties in addition
to those previously reported. Rail cuts were effected in the Udine and
Milan areas and fires started at the Savona docks. Balkan Air Force
fighters attacked rail movement in northern Yugoslavia, In all these

gparations we lost four planes.

26 January. There were no gignificant changes along the battle

line in northern Italy up to mid-afternoon.
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ASIATIC AHEA

2L Jamary. The Eastern Adr Command flew 1,58k sortles of which
529 were offensive. Close support was given to ground troops, and
raill tarpets and airfields in ecentral Burma were hit; heavy bombers

mined the Penang area.

25 January. During U1 offensive sorties, the 1Lth Air Force
destroyed 85 locomotives and 42 enemy planes. Forty of the planes were
dastroyed near Peking, and half the locomotives were caught between
Kaifenp and Hankow. We lost five planes.

British troops west of the Chindwin had advanced ten miles south
of Gangaw. Nertheast of Akyab, Mychaung was nearly surrounded. [He-

inforcements had been landed on the Bridgehead east of the Myeben

Feninsula., Tha northeastern half of Ramree Island was in Allied hands.



Xiv o, .
cores f“corpd ==,
o

4

BABUYAN |SLANDS

N e _:;.
| - !
Luunqq‘?{}%’ + ..
r “'M_f "

LUZON

o 0 20 30 40 BO TH Igb

MILES

LINE As oF 26 Jaw
LINE AS OF 25 JAN

LLELEEE R Ll




SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA

2l Jamuary. Among at least 73 sorties was an attack on Correpidor

by Ll Liberators which caused fires and explosions.

25 January. OQur troops in the northern sector of Lingayen beach-
head continued to attack enemy positions near Hosaric and San Manuel,

In the southern sector we took the high ground southwest of Bamban.

PACIFIC OCEAN AREA

23 and 2 Jaruary. BSix B-22's on weather strikes boembed the

Nagoya area.
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EASTERN FRONT

26 J:muag'. The Red Army advance registered 10 to 15-mile gains
on numercus broad sectors from Konigsberg to PBreslau. Koniesherg was
igclated by a drive which passed east of Elbing to reach the Baltic
dea. OSoviet troops were closing in on Torun, end westward advances by-
passad Posen on both the north and the south. While a spearhead drove
20 miles west of Breslau on the north; other Soviet elements were

within ten niles of the city on an arec extending from north to southeast
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EUROPE AND THE MEDITERRANEAN - STRATEGIC AIR

2l and 25 January. Weather prevented stratepic bomber operations

in both theaters.

EUROPEAN THEATER

2ly January. Although hampered by weather, the Tactical Air Forces
flew 1,501 sorties. About a quarter of the planes were over the Eifel
area, where they reported the destruction of 332 trucks, 27 tanks and
30 armored vehiecles; about 0O flew armed reconnaissance and rail
interdiction missions north of tha Ruhr; 177 attacked midzet submarine
pens gouthwest of Hotterdam; most of the remainder supported the US
Seventh and First French Armies. Ten enemy planes were destroyed; we
lost ten.

During the 2L~hour period ending at 0800, one rocket fell in
Antwerp, and three rockets and 20 flying bombs fell in scattered areas

outgide the city. One {lying bomb fell near Liape.

25 Ja.nuﬂ. Durine the 2l=hours ending at 0600, five rockets fell
in the Lendon and Essex areas,

During the period ending at noon, the British advance north of
Sittard toward the Roer Hiver continued on a 15-mile front, reaching
the Heermond-Heinsburg road midway between those towns.

OQur First and Third Armies continued to reduce the Ardennes salient,
There ware minor gains north and south of St. Vith. In the center of the

salient, an average gain of two miles was made and Clervaux captured,



Nortiwest of Diekirch we gained another two miles,

In narthern Alsace, two German attacks, five miles and 12 mile

wast of Hagenau, respectively, forced ocur Seventh Army to make local

withdrawals of about two miles.
l'he French Army extended its I11 River bridgehead, advanced
nearly two miles south on the road to Colmar, and gained a mile nor

west of Mulhouse,

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

2l January. Weather prevented virtually all air operations.

25 January. The Tactical Air Force flew 300 offensive sorties
attacking comunication facilities, supply dumps, and supporting
ground forees throughout northern Italy.

There were no sipnificant changes on the ground front,

th=
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ASTATIC AREA

22, 23 and 2l Jamuary. The Eastern Alr Command flew 2,388 sorties,

of which 793 were tactical. Close support was given to ground troops,
and supply facilities were struck in central Murma. Rail bridges north
of Toungoo and on the Burma=-5ism route were damagped, and the airfields
in the Meilktila region were again attacked. We lost two planes.

During 24 additiocnal sorties, the 1llith Air Foree destroyed 39

locomotives in eastern China.

25 January. Seventy-six BE~29's of the XX Bomber Command were
dispatched to mine the Singapore, Saison, Cap Saint Jacques and Cam
Ranh Bay areas.

Japanese forces advancing north along the Canton-Hankow railroad

were within 20 miles of Kukeong.
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DECLASSIFIED
08D Letter, 5-3-72

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA

23 January. Of 290 additionally reported sorties, more than
130 were flown over Luzon. Forty-three heavy bombers dropped nearly
100 tons of bombs on Cavite; 20 others, topether with medium bombers,
attacked coastal guns on CGrande Island in Subie Bay. Other bombers
struck Corregidor and left a 10,000-ton tanker burning off northern
Luzgon. About 10U Solomons-based aircraft hit Bougainville, Hew

Britain and New Ireland.

2Ly Jamuary. By afternoon we had occupied Santa Cruz on the coast
south of Dasol Bay, Luzon. In the advance towards Manlla our troops
pushed through Bamban and engaged the enemy to the southwest., To the
east, patrols reached the outskirts of Cabanatuan. We captured the
western half of San Manuel against heavy fire, HNerthwest of Hosarlo
resistance was reported broken in the vicinity of Amlarng. (The 26 Jan-
uary communique reports that Clark Fleld and Fort Stetsenburg have been
taken and that patrols have reached Angeles and liagalang.)

On Leyte, a strong enemy group was encountered north of Villaba,
On Poro Island in the Camotes Group, we met with resistance northeast

of Foro town.



FACIFIC OCEAN AREA

22 and 23 Jamuary. Twenty-eight B-2L%s attacked Iwo Jima, while

65 other alrcraft struck Yap and the Palaus,

2l January. A commnique states that a coordinated attack was
made on Iwo Jima by surface units of the Pacific Fleet, B-29's of

the XXI Bomber Command, and aircraft of the Strategic Air Force.
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Army forces in
holdings. In

Torun and to W
cn tha Bresglau

the industrial

iy

4] January. In the area between Konirsberg and Elbing, Hed

a concentric advance further constricted the German
less extenslve pains to the southwest they reached
ithin five miles of Posen. There was a general advance

front; while to the sou

clty of Gleiwitsz,
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EUROPE AND THE MEDITERRANEAN = STRATEGIC AIR

2L Janua ¥+ FPoor visibility at bases grounded the 8th Air Force,

while in Italy, weather prevented operations of the 1tSth Adir Force.

EUROPEAN THEATER

23 January. In the course of 2,569 sorties, the Tactical Adir
Foreces dispatched 600 planes on alr-ground cooperation missions and
directed heavy attacks against transportation targets from Arnhem to
Koblenz, eapeclally in rear of the Ardennes salient. MNora than 1,000
motor vehicles and 260 railroad cars were destroyed. Enemy planes
destroyved totalled 37; we lost 28.

During the 2l-hour peried ending at 080U, four rockets and 26

flying bombs fell in scattered areas outside Antwerp.

2, Jamuary. In the 2L~hour period ending at noon, the British
Second Army cained another two miles, capturing Montfort and Heinsburg;
resistance stiffened in the northern sector of the advance.

At several points along the Ardennes front the US First and Third
Armies made pains of up to two miles; several small-scale counterattacks
were repulsed, particularly in the viecinity of St. Vith,

In a local attack between Hapenau and Bitseh, the enemy occcupled
Rothback.

US troops of the French First Army gained ancther mile north of
Colmar. A small advance was registered by the French in the Mulhouse ar

During the 2i=hour pericd ending at 0600, six rockets fell in

England.

1
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08D Letter, 6-5-73

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

23 January. Although hampered by weather, the Tactleal Adr
Force flew 696 sorties, mainly apainst commnications in northeastern
ltaly and northern Yugoslavia; a fuel dump at Cavargerse, south of
Venice, was set afire. The Coastal and Balkan alr Forces; limited
by weather to 30 sorties, made small-scale attacks on shipping in

the Adriatic. We lost eight planes.

L Jamary. There were no significant chanzes on the ground
—————tmi.

front in the period ending at 1500 hours.



[
[

L]
X

8T,

JAN
JAN 2=
r

2

LINE AS oF 2

LINE AS OF

!
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UBD Letter, 5-3-78

ASTATIC AREA

21 and 22 January. The Eastern Air Command flew L,802 sorties, of

which 1,504 were tactical. In addition to operations over Ramree Island,
reported yesterday, supply areas and commnications in central Burma as
well as sirfields near Veiktila were attacked; support was given to
Allied ground troops. Four bridges north of Toungoo were destroyed.

We lost three planes.

21, 22 and 23 Jamary. During 80 previcusly unreported sorties by

the 1llth Air Force, close support was plven to Chinese ground forces near
Wanting, and LB locomotives were destroyed in widespread attacks over
central and eastern China; B-2i's laid mines in Hongkons Harbor and in
the Yangtze River west of Hankow. We destroyed two enemy aircraft; our

losses wera two.

23 January. US and Chinese troops cut the Burma Road at a point
30 miles south of Wanting, while five miles north of this point a Chinese
colurn reached the rn:ad after a 12-mile southward advance. On the
Irrawaddy, British units repulsed another attack on their bridpehead east
of Shwebo. Thirty miles west of Mandalay, & second Allled column
reached the Irrawaddy. Along the east bank of the Chindwin, British
troops advanced ten miles south of Monywa without contact. A point 15
miles west of Monywa was reached by a column moving southeast. Other
British forces were 30 miles south of Gangaw on the Kyittha Mver. A
landing was made about five miles east of the lyebon Peninsula, resistance

being encountered about one mile inland.
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2L, Jamary. In goutheast China, Japanese troops continued

their drive toward our fighter bases in that area. The enemy has

captured Pingshan, U miles east of Canton, and were fighting in

Yinrtak 75 miles north of Canton. Southwest of Lingling thelr

eastward drive continued, occupying the town of Pingshek. Horth

of cur fighter base at Suichwan, Japanese troops were in Yunrsin and

~atrols had advanced to within fifteen miles of the field.
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SOUTHWEST FACIFIC AfEA

23 January. During more than 300 additional sorties, nearly 200
of which were flown over Luzon, warehouses and defense positions on
Correpgidor and targets at Baguic were struck by heavy bombers; other
planes supported our ground forces and attacked supply dumps at
Floridablanca, 15 miles south of Clark Fileld. Heavy bomber attacks
were also made apainst an airdrome on legros and against an aluminum
factory at Takac on Formosa.

At 1500, our troops on the eastern flank of the Linpayen beachhead
were =till meetinp strons resistance in the vicinity of Rosaric, Between
Agingan and Zaragoza we were patrolling to the east. South of Tarlac, on
the road to Manila, we were engaging the enemy at Bambanj reconnalsgance

anits had reached Mabalacat airfield, five miles nerth of Clark Field.
25 Jamuary. & comrunique reporis the capture of Bamban.

FACIFIC OCEAN AHEA

2ly January. Twenty B-291g of the XXI Bomber Command struck Iwo Jima

airfields, All B-29's returned.
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EASTERN FRONT

2k January. Tha Soviet offensive netted pains of about 20 miles

along the front extending some 300 miles south from the Baltie. Progreas

drive aimed at Danzip reached closer to the sea and was within 10 miles
of Elbing. The Red forces were approaching Fosen in a gain of more than
15 miles. The most wastward polnt of advance was carried forward about
W miles in a drive which outflanked Breslau on the north. To the

goutheast, the Hed Armies reached the Oder River along a SU-mile front,

capturing Oppeln.
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WESTERN HE ILJJJ:EEE

2l Jamary. Four Liberators attacked the Euriles. Three

eneny planes were shot down; we lost

one .
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UBD Letter, 5-3-T8

EUROPE AND THE MEDITERRANEAN - STRATEGIC AIR

22 -Jﬂ.nua.rx. Durins the night, L2¢ heavy bombers of the HAF
attacked Gelsenkirchen and a benzol plant at Dulsburg. Eighty-five
Mosquitoes particlipated and also attacked Hannover and Dortmund.
Three heavy bombers were lost.

During the 2L-hour period ending at 0600, five rockets and two
flying bombs fell in Antwerp, Thirteen rockets and ten flying bombs

hit near the city.

23 Januﬂ. Two hundred and nine escorted heavy bombers of the
Bth Air Force attacked rail yards at Neuss, in the Ruhr. S5ix bombers
and one fighter are missing.

In Italy, weather again grounded the 15th Adir Force.

During the 2L=hour period ending at 0600, four long-range rockets

fell in the London area.
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DPECLAEBIFPIFD

UBD Letter, 5-3.78

EUROFEAN THEATER

22 Jamuary. Improved weather conditions permitted the flying
of over 3,400 sorties by the Tactical Air Forces. Close support
was given to ouwr ground forces, particularly in the Clervaux and
Kaiserslautern areas and north of 5t. Vith., Fighters flew armed
reconnalssance over a wide area behind the battle fromt. Fifteen

enaemy alreraft were destroyed; we lost Sl.

23 -Jﬂ.nuﬁ. By noon, the Second British Army had gained about a
mile at several points north and northeast of Sittard against light
opposition. Ome counterattack southeast of Stevensweert was repulsed.

Our First Army was in St. Vith. To the southwest, gains of two
miles were registered. The US Third Army continued to reduce the cente
.crf the Ardennes salient, malking gains which averaged two miles along
a 20-mile front. Third Army troops on the scuthern shoulder of the
salient made gaing of a mile and more, north of Diekirch.

US troops of the French First Army made a local gain of nearly
two miles near Colmar. French troops wers meeting stiff opposition

in the vieinity of Mulhouse and Thann.



MEDITERFANFAN THEATER

22 January, The Tactical Air Force flew 930 sorties, principally

widespread attacks on commnications in nmorthern Italy. Five rail

in
bridges were destroyed. Fuel and ammunition dumps were attacked near

Placenza and Milan and a large explosion was set off at a powder

factory in the same region. One enemy plane was destroved; we lost 10,

Nine light bombers based in the Middle East attacked Fhodes,

23 January. Ground activity was limited to patrolling and artillery

exchanges.
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DECLASSIFIED
08D Letter, 5-3-Td

ASIATIC AREA

20 Jamary. The Eastern Air Command flew 1,383 sorties, of which
56l were tactical. OGround operations were supported on the Burma
fronts and airfields attacked around Toungoo. Heavy bombers mined

harbors from Bangkok to Ranpoon. Two planes were lost,

21 Jamuary. LEighty-four heavy bombers and 152 fighters of the
Eastern Air Command supported the landing of additional troops on
hamree Island., Three bombers were lost throurh accidents.

The 1Lth Air Force flew &3 offensive sorties. Thirty E-2L's
bombed the Hoyal Havy Yards at Hongkong. Fighters, in attacks upon

Nanking and Swatow airfields, destroyed 16 enemy planes.

22 January. Attacks against Allied bridgeheads across the lrrawaddy
east and nertheast of Shwebo were repulsed. BEritish trocps reached the
Irrawaddy about 25 miles west of Mandalay. On the Chindwin, Monywa was
captured, and patrols moved 15 miles southeast. MNortheast of Akgab,
British troops advanced seven mlles down the Lemro River Valley without
contact, The offensive on Ramree Island was making progress, following

the landing of reinforcements.
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DECLASSIFIED
BBD Letter, 6-3-72

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA

21 and 22 Jamuary. HNearly 300 sorties were flown. Liberators

caused heavy damage at Heito airdrome on Formosa, left the Fabrica
airfield on Negros unserviceable, and destroyed barracks and mun
positions at Cabanatuan. Other aircraft gave support to our ground
forces and attacked lines of communieation on Luzon.

Reports of airfield construction on Luzon reveal that at Lingayen
5,000 feet of runway and taxiway have been matted, and dispersal areas
provided for two fighter groups. At Dagupan 7,000 feet of runway have

baen graded, and dispersal areas provided for three fighter groups.

22 Jamary. On the eastern flank of the Lingayen beachhead, our
troops were meeting stiff resistance, including artillery fire, between
Pozorrubio and Rosario. Mopping-up of the Japanese elements by-passed

in the Cabaruan Hills econtinued.

2l Jamary. A communique states that our troops on lLuzon have
gseized Camp O0'Donnell and Concepclon, nine miles west and five mlles

east of Capas, respectively.
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DECLASSIFIFD
08D Letter, 5.
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PACIFIC OCEAN AREA

20 January. Seventeen B-2l's struck Iwo Jima and Haha Jima,
During the night, three B-29's individually attacked Usaka and
vieinity. Medium bombers, attackin: a convoy near the Boning, probably

sank one enemy vessel and scored five rocket hits on another.

2l January. Thirty-one escorted E=29's bombed an airfield on

¥oen Island in the Truk Group,

23 Jamuary. Fifty-nine B-29's of the XXI Bomber Command struck
the city of Nagoya and the nearby Litsubishi aireraft engine works;
four more struck other targets. Iuring aspressive interception, 15

enemy planes were destroyed. We lost one B-29 to enemy action.
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EASTEZRN FRONT

23 January. In the north, the advancing led Army was withi

17 miles of Kenlesberg, while the drive toward Danzig reached to

within 27 miles of the Haltlic coast. Around the pocket formed between

o+
[5:]

@ thrusts, the Sovieta made general rains. In Poland, Arombers

was captured. In Silesia, Red troops drove to within 13 miles of

Freglau; there were other gains slong the front extendi

=

it southeast.
Axis foreces which had penetrated to the Danube south of Budapest

widened their salient by advances to the north,
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EUROPE AND THE LMEDITERRAMEAN = STRATEGIC AIR

20 Jmuary. Weather grounded RAF heavy bombera during the night.
The following night, 71 losguitcoems attacked Kassel and others raided

Koblengz, Colome and Mainz. One plane is missing.

21 Jamuary. During the previously reported Oth Alr Force opera-
ticns against rail yards in western Uermany eight enemy planes wore
destroyed. We lost 18 bombars.

Imree rockets fell in Antwerp and three flying bombes in Liege.
Three rockets and eight flying bomba fell in scattered areas behind

the front.

22 .-_].anung.:. T™wo hundred and six Oth Alr Force escorted heavy
bombers again struck the oil plant at Sterlarade. Nine bombers are
missing.

The 15th Air Forece was groundad by snow.

During a two-day peried, 21 rockets landed in England, of which

gsevaen fell in the London area.
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EUHOPEAN THEATER

21 January. The Tactical Air Forces flew 1,135 sortles, chiefly
concentrated on bridges, rail centers, and transport columns west of
Cologne. lore than 280 motor vehieles, three locomotives, 116 railroad
cars, l¢ tanks and six armored wvehilcles were destroyed. We lost filve

planes.

22 Jamuary. The Second British Army made local advances northeast
of Sittard.

Cur First and Third Armmies continued their attack alons & curving
front of 35 milee from north of Diekireh to the area north of 5t. Vith.
tains up to five miles were made to the east of Houffalize and smaller
raing were made north of Diekireh and north of St. Vith., OCur troops
are now within two miles of 5t. Vith. The Third fJumy repulsed a serles
of continuous attacks southwest of Saarburg, but were forced to withdraw
slirhtly.

In southern Alsace, the First French Army was heavily enpgaged in
the area between Mulhouse and Thann, HNorth eof Mulhouse enemy attacks
were repulsed and slight gaina were made. South of Cermay enemy prassure

forced a local withdrawal.
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MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

21 January. The Tactical Alr Force flew 843 sorties. Medium

bombars and lighter planes concentrated on rail communications on

8 alll

fuel

the Hrenner Route and in northeast Italy,

L

and ammunition dumpa in the Fo Valley. The [al ed

to 37 sorties, sank a S0U-ton wvesael and fired oil tanks

-

by weather
at Fola (Istria)., Two enemy planes were shot down; we

J he 24-hour period ending at 1500, activity

22 JANUATY « During e I N

to patrolling.

ilian front v
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ASTATIC AREA

Eastern of which

19 January.
= el i
642 were tactical., Attacks were made on airfields near Veiktila, and

srations throughout furma. OCther

on targets in support of ground
planes attacked shipping in the Gulf of Martaban and on the Irrawaddy.

Two planes were lost.

20 Jamuary. The lLhth Air Forece flew 182 offensive sorties. Fifteen
e

enemy planes were destroyed in a raid on Shanchai airfields; other air-

graft destroyved 32 locomotives, and two additional planes, includine a
bomber shot down during an enemy raid on our base at Sulechwan. Continued

support was given Chinese troops on the Burma Hoad. We lost one plane.

21 Jamuary. 0On the Salween front,advancing Chinese met some resistand
Pt et

the 1ok

in areas from three to seven miles south of Wanting. ©On the Irrawaddy
front, Allied troops made local pains northwest of Sagaing and enlarged
the bridpehead on the east bank of the river north of Mandalay.

L= i

West of the Chindwin progress was made south of Gangaw.

2e szu,urz. The road from India to China wia Lado, Namhkam and

Wanting 4is open.

S —
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20 Janu I ora
iromes
were destroyed, ground

and railroads in

2l JRruary.

troops wore engaged in stiff fighting in th

the center our capture
dated 23 January states
M Y i
reached Capas, 10 miles
Advance

east of Capas.

on Dasol Bay.

thar
on Luzon and Neproa were attack

perations on

On the eastern flank of

of Tarlac

3

adv

that our

our troops
nerth of Clark

a7 "w - a &
elements of the

offenslive sor
installations

Luzon were suppeorted and roa

g area around
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ancing scuth o

Fiel:
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HBataan

Le14]

central Luzon were neutralized.

the Lingayen beachhead our

Hosarie. In

f Tarlac have

1, and Santa Monica 10 miles
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In East Prussis, the Soviet Army has captured the
Lo Insterburg, and is within 1 1les of Konipsberp, the
provincial capital. We: f the irian Lakes an advance of 1 iles
15 ar West of War the Hed army has pushed zhea
30 mlles to within 20 miles of Posen. Small galns were nade salsewhere
along the front, except southwest of Budapest where the Germans have

recaptured Szekesfehervar,
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HEMISPHERE

13 Jarmary.

lan:

balloons are being

determine their purpose.

Another balloo

it Simpson in the Northwest Territory of Canada.

examined in Canada and the

Precautlons are being taken to

]

1ese origin

These

rro

to

prevent

ta for the information of

the enemy.

Eijht heavy bombers attacked Matsuwa
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UPL AND THE MEDI

20 January. Seven rockets and cne flying bomb fell in Antwerp.

Nine rockets and eight flying bombs fell in areas near Antwerp.

A comminique states that approximately 200 escorted

2l January.

1@avy bombers of the Uth Adir Force attacked rail yards at Mannhedim,

Aechaffenbure and Heilbronn.

Two hundred and eighteen escorted 15th Air Force heavy bombers

from Italy attacked two oil refineries

d explosions at

raz and started fires

lost six hombers and six fighters.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

20 January. The Tactical Alr Forces flew 1,530 asorties. Seven
hundred ninesty-four planes attacked factoriles and railroad bridges in
the Neuss-Cologne area and gave support to our pround forees, Other
targets were attacked along the front from Alsace to Holland. Five

enemy planes were destroyed; we lost 16,

21 Jamuary. By noon the offensive of the British Second Army had
gained up te three miles along an eight-mile front northeast of Sittard;
smaller gaine were made north of Sittard.

Our First Army, resuming its attack in the area northeast of Houffali
gained up to three miles on a 13=mile front and was within three miles
of 5t. Vith on the north. Our Third Army, attacking to the east of
Houffalize and Bastogne, advanced to a maximum of three miles on a 15-
mile front., The XII Corps continued to make local propress and strairhter
its lines north of Dieskirch.

Cur Seventh Army, leaving elements as a rear guard northeast of
Hagenau, withdrew to defensive positions on a general line running
from Bischweiler to Hagenau and thence in a northwesterly direction to
the area south of Bitsch.

The First French Army continued to attack in southern Alsace making
gains of more than a mile north of Mulhouse and, to the west, reaching
the outskirts of Cernay. MNortheast of Thann, two heavy counterattacks

were repulsed.




MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

20 January. The Tactical Air Force flew 910 sporties. Medium
Tranto.

bombers attacked a rail yard and hit two rail bridpes near

Italy including the

Other planes struck railroads in northeast
Brenner Houte and attacked fuel and ammunition dumps; they also
L iy ar T ey -+ rieid s
10rCas. Three erlr.‘r!J Pianes were -.""5‘t.]"l_'c.-\'_"'._.:I

rave support to our ground

we logt five,
21l Jamiary,. Activity on the ground was confined to
rosee iy 5 b



ASIATIC AREA

19 Jamuary. The lith Air Force flew 125 offensive sorties.
Fighters destroyed six enemy bombers on the pround at Swatow.
Strikes were made against rail faecllities, and Chinese ground

forces along the Burma Hoad were supported. Twe planes were lost.

20 January. On the Salween front, Allied troops had advanced
from Namhkam 12 miles northeast &long the Lede Hoad without establishing
contact with the enery. OScouth of Namhkam, American troops approaching
the Burma Hoad repulsed twe Japanese counterattacks. Two British
columns moving south between Mandslay and lonywa had gained some aix
miles; one reached the Mandal ay-fonywa railroad. Northeast of Algrab,
fritish troops moving east from the Kaladan fver clashed with Japanese

alements south of Minbya.
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SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AHEA

18, 19 and 20 January. More than &850 previcusly unreported
2 ¥ i e ¥

gorties were flown. About a third of these were over Luzon, particula
striking airfields and rall faeilities, while nearly 1U0 attacked

two airfields on Negros. Off northern Luzon, a coastal vessel was
sunk, a large tan‘ter and two freighter transperts set afire, and
smaller shipping damaged. Other prineipsl targetas were Halmahera,
Wewak and Boupainville. Twenty-cne enemy planes wore destroyed; we

lost one.

20 January. Our forward elements on Luzon had reached the Agno
idver east of San Manuel, Hosales airfield south of the Agno Hiwver
was ogcupied, and patrols of the XIV Corps advancing towards Tarlac

from Paniqui had reached Gerona.

22 January. A communique anncunced the capture of Tarlac.
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EASTERN FRONT

2l January. In East Prussia, the led Army broke through to
the sea 30 miles northeast of Honigsberg and advanced along a front
extending southeast, capturing Oumbinnen. Tannenberg was taken in
an advance northwest of Warsaw which pushed another 10 miles toward
Dangig., OCumbinnen and Tannenberg were important points in the battle
in which the Russians were badly defeated in 191k by the Hindenburg-
Ludendorff team. West of Warsaw, a drive along the west bank of the
Vistula Hiver was within 10 miles of Torun. There were 10 to 30-mile
gains along a 60-mile front facing Breslau. The German penetration,

previously reported scuthwest of Budapest, reached the Danube.
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EUROFE AND THE MEDITERRANEAN - STHATEGIC AIR

19 Jumuary. RAF cperatlcons were cancelled because of weather.
During the 2L-hour period ending at 0600, twe rockets fell in
Antwerp. BSeven rockets and 22 flying bombs fell in scattered areas

behind the front.

20 Ja.nua'r_'}:. Seven hundred sixty-eight escorted 8th Adir Force
heavy bombers attacked an oill plant at Sterkrade, road and rail bridges
at Mannheim and the rail yards at Heilbronn and Rheine. One enemy
aircraft was destroyed; 17 of our bombers and 1T fighters are mlssing.

From Italy, 5TL escorted 15th Alr Force heavy bombers attacked
atorage areas at Regensburg and rail yards at Salgburg, HRosenheim,
and Linz. Four enemy planes were destroyed; we lost 20 bombers and
four fizhters. That night, 8l heavy bombers attacked rail yards at
Udine, One was lost.

During the 2L-hour pericd ending at 0500, six rockets fell in

England, of which three reached the London area.
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EUROFPEAN THEATER

19 Januﬂ. Tha Tactical Alr Forees, hampered by weather, {lew
672 serties. Support was piven to our ground forces in Alsace and the
Ardennes salient, and rocket=launching sites in Holland were attacked.

We lost eirht planes.

20 .Ja.:mﬂ, By noon, GCanadian troops attacking in the Zettean ared,
northwest of Nijmepen, had restored the situation and made local propgress
in a counterattack. The Second British Army, contimuing its attack in
the area north of Sittard, advanced up to twe miles along a 12-mile
front., Our First Army was consolidating its pesitions from Houffalize
to the Monschau area, while our Third Army advanced to a maximum of a
mile along a three-mile front east of Bastogne. HNorth of Ddekirch,
the Third Army advanced two miles on a limited front, altheugh impeded
by mines, bad weather, and a counterattack.

Our Seventh Army was still heavily enpaged with the enemy on the
west bank of the Rhine northeast of Strasbourg.

The First French Army launched an attack in southern Alsace and
made pains north of Mulhouse and to the east and poutheast of Tharm.

Enemy attempts to infiltrate near Selestat were repulsed.




MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

19 January. The Tactiecal Air Force, hampered by weather, flew
cnly 112 sorties, mostly apainst communications in the Po Valley. The
Balkan Air Force, in 37 sorties, attacked Lussin Island and docks in

Yupoalavia.

20 January. Activity on the ground fromt up to mid-afterncon was

confined to patrelling.
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ASTATIC AHEA

17 and 18 Jamuary. The 1llth Air Force flew more than 250

previcously unreported offensive sorties. Targets on the Purma Road
and commnications and airfields in the Canton area were attacked,
Ground operations were supported on the Salween front and near Hochih.

Cne enemy plane was destroyed; we lost four.

18 Jamuary. The Bastern Air Command flew 2,571 sorties, of which
766 wers tactical. During these operations, 77 heavy bombers struck
four airfields in the leiktila area, and 1l bombed rail yards at
Yartaban, Madium and fighter bombers swept airfields in central Burma

and supported ground cperatiens on the Irrawaddy and around Myebon.

19 Jamiary. On the Salween front, American troops south of
Namhkam were within a mile of Burma Road. Alonpg the Irrawaddy, Twinnge
was cleared, British troops midway between the Irrawaddy and Chindwin
reached a point lying on a line from Mandalay to Monywa. Other British
troops were 22 mlles southeast of Gangaw without cpposition. On Myebon

peninsula, Allies advanced north and repulsed three counterattacks.

20 January. Chinese captured Wanting.
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SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AHEA

2l Jamuary. According to a communique, our Lingayen beachhead
treops have extended their east flank by capturing the hish ground
nortiwest of Hosario, where they repulsed a series of counterattacks;
23 enemy tanks and many field puns were destroyed. Our lines have
been advonced into the foothills nerth of Pozorruble and to Asingan
farther to the southeast. In the center, Carmen and its airfield
were taken, and we held the entire section of the highway running

gouth to Panigqui. We were advancing from Santa Ignacia towards Tarlac.

4518
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PACIFIC OCEAN AHEA

17 Jamary. During

the Palaus, according to

remainder surrounded; no

4

landed on Pelelieu in
L9 ware killed, and the

installations was reported,
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ZASTERN FRONT

19 Janunzg. Against contimual strong counterattacks in east
Frussia, the Soviets took Tilsit and forped ahead up to 15 miles on
a front extending L0 miles to the scuth. West and northwest of
Warsaw, they advanced up to 20 miles, crossing the Warta River and
capturing Kolo. There waere 10 to 15-mile gains along a TO-mile front
south of Warsaw, and like paine along a similar front extending north
from Kosice, which was also captured., OGerman armor made a deep

penetration of the Soviet line southwest of Budapest.
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EUROPE AND THE MEDITERRANEAN - STRATEGIC AIR

19 January. From Italy, 617 heavy bombers of the 15th Adr
Force struck bridges and rail yards at Brod in northern Yugoslavia
and a rail bridse at Doboj. Fighters sweeping the Zagreb area,

Two heavy bombers

encountered six enemy planes and shot down five.

and one fighter are missing.

dth Air Force operations were cancelled because of the weather.

18 January. Durins the night, 56 RAF Mosquitoes attacked an
oil plant at Sterkrade, and 19 others {lew scattered missions.
During the 2Lh-hour period ending at 0600, five flying bombs

fell in Liepe. Three rockets and 35 flying bomhs fell in areas

outside Antwerp and Liepe,



EURQPEAN THEATER

18 Jamary. Weather limited the Tactical Air Forces to 205
sorties;, most of which were flown by Mosquitoes attacking billets,
railways and other targets northwest of Cologne. One enemy plane

was destroyed; we lost four,

1% January. By noon, German attacks on Canadian positions
northwest of Nijmegen contimued, Nertheast of Sdittard, the Second
RAritish Army advanced from one to three miles on a nine-mile front.
Our First Amy, continuing its pressure from the northwest, reglstered
gains to a maximum of two miles aleng a 2U-mile front in the 5t. Vith
area., Our Third Army, attacking the southern flank of the salient,
cleared [Mekireh and advanced more than a mile beyond the town. The
eneny made heavy counterattacks southwest of Saarburg.

Qur Seventh Army under strong pressure made a slight withdrawal
along a l3-mile front facing the Cermans' Rhine bridgehead northeast
of Strasbourpg. On the First French Army front, a local attack north-

west of Colmar was repulsed by American troops.



MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

18 January. The main effort of 1,229 sorties flown by
the Tactical Alr Force was directed apainst rolling stock and
railroad bridges. Tactical fighters, as well as planes of the

Balkan Air Foree, harassed road and rail traffic in Yugoslavia.

Five of our aircraft are missing.

19 Jarmuary. OGround activity up to mid-afterncon was

confined to patrolling.



ASIATIC AREA

16 and 17 January. The llith Adlr Force flew 225 previocusly

unreported offenaive sorties. Eleven fighters, in a surprise attack
on airfields in the Shanghal area, destroyved 26 fighters and 30
bombars preparing to take off. Attacks were also made against
airdromes near Tsinan, Hankow and Peking, against transport and
communications, and in support of Chinese troops near Wanting.

These raised the total of enemy planes destroyed to T7; we lost four,

17 Jaruary. The Eastern Air Command flew 2,0L5 sorties, of
which 576 were tactical. Fightera and medium bombera attacked
airfields near Mandalay and bridges, airfields and strategic targets
along the Burma Head. Other fiphters attacked communications in

southern Burma and supperted operations in the Myochaung-Tiennyo areas.

18 January. On the Salween fromt, Chinese troops had driven
within one mile of Wanting, on the east. Thirty-five miles southwest,
American troops had moved east to within three miles of the Purma
fioad. On the Irrawaddy resistance continued at Twinnge. About midway
between Twinnge and Mandalay, British troops have established several
bridgeheads on the east bank of the river. On the Chindwin front,
British troops entered Monywa and 30 miles southeast of Budalin were

within ten miles of their Irrawaddy force.
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DEILASSIFIED
"5l Letter, 6-3-=T8

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AHEA

17 and 18 Jamary. In 3L0 previously unreported sorties, L7

heavy bombers struck at barracks and supply areas in northern
Bornec; more than 120 planes ope.ated against transportation and
girdromes in central and southern Luzon; targets on Timor, Hew
Britain, Halmahera and Formosa were also attacked. Three enemy

planes were destroved.

16 Janug_lﬂ. By afternocn, our troops on the eastern flank
of Lingayen beachhead were attackins positions on high ground
north of hosario. &South of HRosaric, S5ison on the Baguio-Manila
highway was captured. Finalonan was occupied. OSouthwest of
Binalonan, the VI Corps was engaged with enemy forces at Falina.
In the center, reconnaissance elements advancing south on the
highway from Camiling reached Santa Ignacia.

Forces from Leyte landed unopposed on Pore Island in the

Camotes Sea.




FACIFIC OCEAN AHREA

13 January. An alrecraft engine plant at Akashi, Japan, was

g other B=29'g

struck by ol B=29's of the XXI Bomber Command; ni
bombed alternate targets. Mone were lost, Flve enemy planes were

destroyed.

16 and 17 Jamary. Seventeen heavy bombers attacked Iso Jima;

39 aireraft hit Marcus, Yap, the Palaus and Rota; and three B-29'sg

bombed Nagoya, Kyoto and Yokohama individually. ’



Tha Soviet offensive, while effecting little

19 January.

change at the moat westward

&

tip of the advance, showed gains of

broad fronts both to the north and south,

The advance continued west of Warsaw, and Lodz; Krakow and Tarnow

of the main drive, the Soviets overran the

Konigzsberg.
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GENERAL

The l6th Armered Divisien (Major General Wepgan) has been
ordered from Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, to the New Jork Fort of

Embarkation for further movement overseas.

Tha total US alr effort for December 19LL consisted of
101,720 attack sorties, in which more than 104,000 tons of bombs
were dropped. Destroyed enemy aireraft totalled 1,845, while we
lost TLT planes to enemy action. Our aireraft losases from all
causes totalled 1,518 planes. B-29's contributed 732 attack
sorties and 3,500 tons to these totals, and accounted for 9l
of the planes destroyed; 1% B-29's were lost to enemy acticn.
£

Four-fifths of our total eftort and casualties ware in the

uropean and Mediterranean Theaters.
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EUROPE AND THE MEDITERRANEAN = STRATEGIC AIR

17 Jamary. 8th Air Foree heavy bombars dropped 1,154 tons
on Paderborn rail yards, 617 tons on cil targets and a submarine
yard in the Hamburg area, and 105 tons on a rail wiaduct near
Hieslefeld. Nine bombers and seven fighters are missing.

During the night, 72 RAF Mosgquitoes attacked Magdeburg.

During the 2L-hour period ending at 0500, one rocket fell in
Antwerp and one flying bomb fell in Liege. Nine rockets and 1C

flying bembs fell in areas near Antwerp and Liege.

13 January. About 100 heavy bombers of the Bth Adlr Force
attacked a rail yard at Kaiserslautern.

Bad weather grounded the 15th Air Forece in Italy for the third
successive day.

During the 2li-hour period ending at 0800, eight rockets fell

in England.



DECLAEBEIFIED
0SD Letter, 5-83-78

EUROPEAN THEATER

17 Ja.nuaz_l. The Tactical Air Forces, hampered by weather, flew
L29 sorties, mainly against rocket-launching sites in Holland and in
support of our ground forces on the northern sector of the battle front.
We lost two planes.

18 Januagz. In the pericd ending at noon, troops of the First
Canadian Army carried out a successful raid on Schouwen Island, landing
gouth of Zierikzee., British troops withstood three small but deter-
mined attacks between the Mhine and the Waal northwest of Nijmegen,

The Second British Army pained three miles on a two-mile front,
north of Sittard, and made local progress northeast of Sittard.

Our First Armmy continued to advance along a 15-mile front from
northeast of Houlffallze to northeast of Vielsalm, gaining up to two
miles. A counterattack was repulsed south of Vielsalm. Local procress
was made southeast of Malmedy., Cur Third Army made local advances
south of Houffalize and northeast and east of Bastogne, and repulsed
a counterattack supported by armor. An attack along a seven-mile front
to the south and scutheast of Diekireh gained up to one-half mile,

The Seventh Army was heavily engaped along the Hhine east of Bischwel
and also in the area to the northeast of Hagenau, with no material chance
in the lines. There was no change on the front of the Fremch First Army,

The First US Army reverted to the command of the Twelfth Army Group
on 18 Jamuary.

It is estimated that German ammed forces have suffered a permanent
loss of 8,433,000 men in the-pericd from September 1939 to 1 January 1945,
Of these, L,633,000 are dead, and 2,097,000 are wounded, unfit for active

duty. In this period over 15,300,000 Germans served in the armed forces.



MEDITERBRANEAN THEATER

17 Jama The Tactieal Air Force flew 1,065 s
aAry. PAE=S

ortlas,
mainly in attacks on rall bridges along the Brenner Houte and

throughout northern

Italy, also in support of ground operations.

18 January. There was no significant

change on the Italian
battle front up to mid-afternocon.




ASIATIC AHEA

15 and 16 Jamary. The lLth Mr Foree flew more than 200

additional offensive sorties, including several missions against
shipping,., At Honpkong, three 300 to S500-foot vessels were attacked;
along the Yanptze in the Kiukiang area, several vessels of 150 to
200 feet were probably sunk or damaged. Adirdromes, railroads and
ground support tarcets were also hit. Flvé enemy alrcraft were

destroyed; we lost eight.

16 January. The Eastern Alr Command flew 2,L5L sorties, of
which 659 were tactical. Heaviest attacks were on airfields near
Rangoon and south of Yandalay. Other planes gave support to Allied

troops in Arakan and along the Irrawaddy.

17 J-H.l'.ﬂlﬂ. Stubborn resistance continued around Wanting., South
of Wamhkam Chinese troops advanced eastward to a maximum of three miles
along a 1l0=-mile front.

There was strong reslstance to Allled patrolling in the Twinnge
area east of the Irrawaddy. West of the river, Allied troops encount-
ered Japanese outposts 12 miles northwest of Mandalay, On the Chindwin
front, Hritish troops were moving scuth five miles east of Monywa.

In Arakan, a small landing party met some resistance on the north-

wastarn tip of Hamree Island.



SOUTHWNEST PACIFIC AHEA

16 and 17 Jamuary. Strong formations of heavy bombers struck

at enemy installations and warehcuses on Luzon and on Negros. bore
than 100 fighters and medium bombers attacked shipping, highways

and rail equipment in the Manila area. Formosa, Timor and New Fritain
ware also struck by heavy and medium bombers while fighters swept
Halmahera. Total previously unrepcrted sorties were S40. Five enemy

planes were destroyed; we lost one.

17 January. Our troops on the eastern flank of Lingayen beachhead
contirmed to attack along the general line from Hosaric to Fozorrubio
in the periled ending at 1500. Urdaneta was occupied and other troops
reached the ocutskirts of Binalonan. In the center, patrols from
Camiling pushed to Moncada and Panigqui unopposed. OUn the western flank,

our patrols were in Bolinao at the extreme tip of the peninsula,



EASTERN FRONT

18 J.r_m-.m_"I, Ine Red Army advance continued all along the
200=-mile front from Krakow to north of Warsaw. In general, the
8

front was pushed 10 tc 15 miles west. In the center, however, gains

of 30 to LO miles were made, Lowicz, Tomaszow and Plotrkow belng taken.

reached the outskirts of Rrakow. The Budapest pocket was

reduced to a small part of the city lying east of the Damubae,
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DECLASSIFIED
0SD Letter, 5-3-78

EUROPE AND THE MEDITERRANEAN - STRATEGIC AIR

16 January. German oll plants were the principal targets of
the RAF, &96 heavy bombers striking at Zeitz, Brux, and Eickel.
Magdeburg was attacked by 36l others. Thirty-cne bombers are missing.
Seventy-four Mosquitoes assisted these attacks, destroying four
eneny planes.

During the 2L-hour pericd ending at 0600, one rocket and two
flying bombs fell in Antwerp; five flying bombs fell in Liege. Four

rockets and 36 flying bombs fell in areas adjacent to Antwerp and Liege

17 January. Bad weather in Italy erounded the 15th Air Force.
During the 2l-hour period ending at 0500, six rocketas fell in

southeast England.
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080 Lettap, 5-3-78

EURQPEAN THEATER

16 Jamuary. The Tactical Air Forces flew 2,208 sorties. Bombers
dropped more than 600 tons on rail targets and communication centers
in rear of the Ardennes salient. Fighter planes pgave support to our
ground forces all along the front. Twenty-five enemy planes were shot

down; we lost 15.

17 Jamuary. DBy neon, the attack of the Second British Army north
of Sittard had penetrated up to three milea. MNorth of Venlo, an enemy
patrol attempting to cross the Meuse was driven off.

Our First Amy contimed its pressure on the northern flank of
what remained of the salient intoc the Ardennes. Local progress was
mads northeast of Houffalize. Farther northeast, Vielsalm was retaken
and advances up to two miles were made on a frontage of eight miles.
A counterattack was repulsed northeast of 5t. Vith,

(ur Third Army gained up to a mile along a seven-mile fromt to
the east and northeast of Bastogne. Our Seventh Army made some progress
in heavy fighting along the hhine east of Bischweiler. There was no

substantial chanpe on the First French Army front.
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MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

16 Jamiary. Bad weather limited the Tactical Alr Forces to
105 morties. Principal targets were comrunications and road move-
ments in the Po Valley. The Balkan Air Force flew 11l sorties attacki

coastal puns on Lussin Island and small shipping in the Adriatic.

17 .Jﬂ.nuag. By afternoon, an enemy raiding party had forced a
slight local withdrawal northwest of Ravenna. To the west, enemy
infiltrations were for the most part repulsed. Llsewhere on the Eight

and Fifth Army fronts there was active patrolling.
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ASIATIC AHEA

17 Jamary. In ancther strike on Formosa, 78 B-29's of the 2Uth
Bomber Command attacked Shinchilew alrdrome, destroying workshops and
hangars; five other B-29's bombed Hengyang, one hit Amoy and two struck

targets of opportunity in China.

15 January. The Eastern Alr Command flew nearly 2,000 sorties.
About 50U of these were tactical during which eround operaticns were
gupported on the Chindwin and Irrawaddy River fronts, and airfields,
lines of communication and river traffie were attacked in central Surma.

Four enemy aircraft were destroyed; we lost ona.

1l=15 January. In the course of 1L3 previcusly unreported offensive
sorties, medium bombers of the 1lith Air Foree attacked a storage area
at Hankew, while other planes attacked rail and road transportation and
bridges, and gave support to Chinese forces in the Wanting area. Three

planes wera lost.

16 January. Chinese troops were within two miles of Wanting on the
east, Allisd troops east of the Haladan River were within three miles

of Myohaung.
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DECLABSIFIED
Q8D Letter, H-3-T72

SOUTHWEST FACIFIC AHEA

15-16 Jamiary. The enemy's troop concentrations, road and rail
transport, and airfields on Luzon were subject to heavy attack during
LOU previously unreported sorties; alsc among these was an attack on
airfields and supply dumps in northwestern Borneo by 4T Morctai-based

B-2li'5.

156 Jamuary. Our treops on Luzon encountered stiff resistance on
the northeast flank of the beachhead being engaged in heavy fighting in
the outskirts of Hosario, Elements to the socutheast have cut the Baguio-
Manila road at Bobonan. Our patrols were along the Agno Hver from
Alcala to Tumana with only light opposition while on the west flank they

were pushing north from Alamincs towards the tip of the peninsula,

W
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DECLASSIFIED
0BD Letter, 5-3-72

EASTEHRN FRONT

17 Ja.nuH. The Red Army offensive pushed forward along a 200=-
mile front from Tarnow to Makow, capturine Warsaw, which was evacuated
by the Germans when the Soviet drive socuth of the city threatened its
encirclement. Advances of 10 to 25 miles were general. The most west-—
ward thrust reached beyond Czestochowa, which was captured by strong
Red forcas; this drive compelled the Germans to withdraw from their

salient northeast of Kielce. Soviet and Fumanian troops made further

prograss in Dudapest.
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DECLASSIFIED ~.°
V8D Letter, §-8«Td

EUROPE AND THE MEDITERRANEAN - STRATEGIC AIR

15 Ja.nﬂ. RAF heavy bombers struck benzol plants near Bochum
and Recklinghausen with 282 and 3756 tons of bombs reapectively.

During the 24-hour periocd ending at 0600, seven rockets fell in
Antwerp and three flying bombs fell in Liege. Eleven rockets and 25

flying bombs landed in scattered arsas behind the front.

16 Jamuary. The fth Air Force dispatched 623 heavy bombers to

attack the armmament works at Mapdeburg, an oil plant at Huhland, rail

¥ards at Dresden, chemical works at Ditterfeld, and an airplane factory

at Dessau.
The 15th Air Force was grounded by weather.
Durin; the 24-hour period ending at UG00,; five rockets fell in

fngland, one reaching the London area.
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MEDITERHANEAN THEATER

15 Jamuary., During 825 Tactical Air Force sorties, some 150
medium bombers attacked rail bridges on the Frenner route, while
more than 600 fighters and firhter bombers struck communications,
principally in the Po Valley. One enemy aireraft was destroyed; we
lost fouwr. The Balkan Air Force flew 3l sorties, most of them by

fighters; which attacked coastal puns on Lussin Island.

16 January. Activity on the Fifth and tighth Army fronts up to

mid-afternccn was confined to patrolling and artillery duels.
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DECLASSIFIED
08D Letter, 5-3-72

ASIATIC AREA

13 and 1 January. The Eastern Adr Command flew 3,819 sorties,

of whieh 1,115 were tactical., More than 200 of these planes attacked
bridges and enamy positions in the Myebon area. Heavy bombers attacked
a rail bridge southeast of Handalay and docks at Mergui. Medium
bombers destroyed or damaged bridges on the lanpoon-iandalay railroad
north of Toungoo and in the Pyinmana-Toungoo area. Other planes
strafed Meiktila and Kangaung airfields and swept the Mandalay and
Lashio areas. Four enemy planes were destroyed; we lost two.

The With Air Force flew 1L6 previously unreported offensive sorties,
including a T0-ton attack by heavy bombers on storage areas at Hankow.
Other planes bombed Kengtung, and the Wuchanpg and Hankow airdromes, and
gave support to Chinese troops near Wanting. Twenty-four enemy planes

were destroyed; we loat four,

15 January. Namhkam on the Ledo fHoad was taken by Chinese troops,
thereby clearing the Ledo Hoad except for the section between Wanting
and Namhkam running along the scuth bank of the Shweli River. At
Wanting, the enemy heavily counterattacked the Chinese throughout the
day. On the east bank of the Irrawaddy near Twinnge, an enemy attack
was repulsed, West of the Irrawaddy, Allied forces occcupied Sadaung

and pushed forward elements to within 13 miles of Mandalay.
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SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AHEA

1l and 15 Jamuary. More than L&U previocusly unreported sorties
flown ware chiefly concentrated in the Philippines, and particularly
on airfields and communications on Luzon., Fifty-five enemy plmes
were destroyed, 35 of them during one attack on Clark Field. Heavy
bomber attacks were also made on Formosa, BDorneo, Halmahera and lew

Britain. We lost two planes.

15 Januﬂﬂ. (Qur forces on the eastern flank of Lingayen beach-

head have reached the peneral line Amlang-Urdaneta with some opposition

in the former area., Our patreols have pushed forward to Binalenan. To
the south, we occupied Camiling. We have reached Alaminos on our west

flank.

1l January. During the night ocur forces landed unopposed on the

southern and northern tips of Ponson Island in the Camotes Sea. On Leyte,

we continued to receive stubborn resistance from the enemy in the hills

near Abijao,

PACIFIC OCEAN AREA

1L Janwary. Fourteen heavy bombers struck Iwo Jima, and L6

heavy bombers and ten fighters attacked airfields in the Truk Atoll,
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EASTERN FRONT

16 Jamary. Soviet pressure in Poland was increasing from Warsaw
to Tarnow. Extensive galns were made in the two Vistula Hiver bridgehea
Radom being captured in the north. l'o the north of Warsaw, Soviet
gaine on two other sectors resulted in the capture of Makow and Pillkall
West of Mudapest, Axis counterattacks forced a slipht withdrawal of

the Hed salient north of the Danube.

WeSTEHN HEMISPHERE

13 Jamuary. A paper balloon 80 feet in diameter, marked with
Japanese characters and similar to one found previously in Nontana,
was found at Lame Deer, Vontana, approximately S0 miles southeast of

Billings.
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Between 180U and 1830, a 7S-pound high expl

15 Jamary.

bomb, tentatively identified as Japanese-made, landed in open

approximately 60 miles northwest of Los Angeles, California, a

rom the coast.

village of Saticoy, ten miles inland
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EUROFE AND THE MEDITERRANEAN - STRATEGIC AIR

1 January. The RAF dropped 3L6 tons of bombs on the Saarbrucken
rail yard during the day. That night, 573 heavy bombers and fifteen
Yosquitoes attacked an oil plant at Merseburg while 242 heavy bombers
and 109 Mosgquitoes bombed the Orevenbroich rail yard, a fuel depot
southwest of Munster; and ralided Barlin and Mannheim. Eleven bombers
and six Moagquitoes are missing.

During the 2L-hour pericd ending at 050U, two rockets and one
flying bomb fell in Antwerp, Four flying bombs fell in Liege., Six

rocketa and 25 flying bomba fell in areas near Antwerp and Liege.

15 J.anu-ﬂ*. Six hundred forty-three escorted heavy bombers of
the 8th Air Force attacked rail yards at Reutlingen, Ingolstadt and
Aupsburg and a supply station at Frelburg. Fourteen enemy planes were
destroyed; we lost two bombers and one fighter. Seven other fighters,
believed safe, are missing.

Four hundred twenty-two escerted 15th Air Force heavy bomhers
dropped 871 tons of bombs on rail targets at Vienna and 37 tons on
gimilar targets at Treviso, Fifteen bombers and one fighter are
missing.,

During the 2l-hour period ending at 060U, of nine rockets which

fell in England, four reached the London area,
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EUVROPEAN THEATER

1, January. The RAF and 9th Tactlcal Air Forces flew 1,930 sorties
principally in support of ground operatlions on the western front. Medium
and light bombers dropped mecre than L3I0 tons of bombs on rail bridges and
commnication centers behind the battle area. Thirty-eight enemy air-

craft were destroyed; we lost 25.

15 Ja.nunrz. Our First Armmy continued to gain ground on the northern
flank of the Ardannes salient. Southeast of Malmedy and Stavelot we made
gains up to twe miles towards St. Vith against stiff oppeosition. To the
southwest, our units advanced to within a mile of Houffalize and, south of
Laroche, made contact with the Third Army advancing from the south. The
Third Army reached a point four miles south of Houffalize, and made several
small advances northeast and southeast of Bastogne. OSmall gains inside the
rerman border near Remich improved our positions.

The Seventh Army made slight advances apainat stiff opposition south
of Bitsch and heavy fighting contimued at Hatten, northeast of Hagenau.
East of Hagenau, however, we occupied several small willages without
opposition gaining about one mile aleng a five-mile front.

The French Army front south of Strasbourg was quiet,

Preliminary casualty reports covering the period December 15 to
January 7 indicate that in the fighting in the Ardennes our losses have
been slightly under L0,000, of which 18,000 are missing, the majority
presumably priscners of war. In the same period some L0D,000 Germans have
beaen captured. Their casualties in killed and wounded are estimated at

about 50,000,



MEDITERRANEAN °

1 January, Weather limited the Tactlcal, Coastal, and Balkan

Adr Forces to a total of 50 sorties for the 2h=hour period ending

at sunset.

15 Jamiary. In the 2, hours ending at 1500, active patrolling

contimied on the Fifth and Eighth Army fronts.
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ASIATIC AREA

12 January. The Eastern ilr Command flew 1,517 sorties of which
636 were tactical., In these operations medium bombers attacked Wyebon
and Apnu Point in support of Allied landings; a pipeline bridge south-
east of Mapwa was breached and set afire by [ighter planes, targets near
Mandalay and Lashio were attacked, and general support was given to
ground forces throughout Burma. Antlaircraft dafenses shot down one
enemy plane in raids against our installations in the Shwebec area.

13 Jamary. Our fighters shot down two of ten enemy planes which
dive=bombed Allied shipping in the MKyeben area.

Fifty-three heavy bombers, aix Mosquitoes and 2l firhters dropped
227 tons of bombs on Mandalay causing fires visible for 80 miles, Other

heavy bombers attacked Sagaing, starting mumerous fires.

1ly Januwary. Allied troops had occupied Kani on the west bank of
the Chindwin Hiver. Patrels from this area made contact with those
advancing west from the Shwebo area. Other patrols advanced 22 miles
southeast of Shwebo without coentact. East of the Irrawaddy, Allied
troops were meeting strong enemy opposition two miles north and four

miles east of Twinnge.

The Adir Transport Command has reported a total of 32,000 net tons

flown over the "Hump" during the month of December,
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SOUTIWEST FACIFIC AREA

12-1L, January. 6L0 additional sorties were reported chiefly in
support of our ground operations on Lugzon. At least nine enemy planes
ware destroyved. Eighteen other enemy planes were shot down by fighters
and antiaircraft and nine crash-dived during raids apainst Allied shipping

in the Lingayen area. We lost four aircraft.

13 January. On leyte, we repulsed an attack by some 30U enemy
troops eight miles northwest of Ormmoc; east of Ormoc we were meeting

gtiff resistance in a local action.

1, January. MNorth of Sual, we reached Cabalitian Bay and were
within six miles of Alaminos. Our patrols have penetrated nearly three
miles south of Mangatarem. We have occupled Bayambang and patrols have
pushed cn t o Camiling and Urdaneta without opposition. Southeast of
Damortis, our troops located resistance near Finmilapil. We received

artillery and mortar fire in areas from southeast of Catablan,

PACIFIC OCEAN AHEA

12 Jamary. Thirty Facific Ocean Area B-2l's continued the attacks
on airfield installations in Iwo Jima; three other B-2L's attacked Marcus.

1L January. Forty-three B-29's of the 2lst Bomber Comrand dropped
107 tons of bombs on aircraft works at Nagoya, Twenty-five other B-20's,
the same operation, dropped &0 tons on unspecified tarpets. Coordinated
aggresaive attacks were reported against our bombers, as many as 165 being
reported by one squadron. Seventeen (probably 29) enemy planes were des-

troyed; four B-29's were lost.
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EASTERN FRONT

15 January. In Bast Prussia, the Germans counterattacked local
Soviet penetrations. The Soviets continued thelr attacks from their
bridgeheads along the Narew and middle Vistula. Farther south the
communications center of Kielce was taken by the Soviets after over-
coming strong resistance. OSouthwest of Kielece the Soviets made gains
up to 16 miles on a broad front. Northeast of Lucenec Soviet and
Rumanian troops m de some progress against moderate resistance. German
counterattackes on a reduced scale continued east of Komarom. In
Budapest Soviet and Rumanian troops continued to move slowly toward

the center of the city.
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