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ll1CLA8SD'II1l 

OlD Letter, 6·1·'1 

EUROPE AIID THE IIEDITERRANEAII • STRATIDIC AIR 

13 Jamarz. In both da.Yli&ht and nieht attacks, 398 RAP heavy 

bombers struck the Su.rbrucken nil way center . That e11111e ni.ght, 

812 tens ,.,,.. dropped en a synthetic oil plant at Politz (north ot 

Stettin) . Nine other bcolbere laid llinee orr Swin8111U11doo . In au, 

tour bombers wore lost. 

Jllring the 2u41our period ending at 0600, two rockets and tour 

tly1ng bCIIIbs f ell in An~rp; one ~ baab fell in Liege; three 

rockets and 46 fl.ying banbe l anded in scatter ed areu behind the front . 

lU January. The 8th Air Force ohot down 1 n """lilY planes in the 

course of attacks ~ 910 heavy bomber s on bri dges at Cologne, oil 

planta and underground oil stor age f acilities in the lo!agdobur g­

llnuulwick area and at Hea:>i.naatedt, al.eo the stee~ wori<s a t Hallendorf. 

Ei{!h teen baabers and ten !J.&h ters are oi.asing . 

lllrl..ne the 2u41our period ending at 0600, ll rocketo fell in 

England. Tbirt.Hn f'l¥ing baaba 1o addition to those previous4' re· 

ported were plotted against England, or Which nine made l andfallJ six 

reached the London area . Four f4'ing bombs were destroyed by gunfire . 

\feather vounded the l Sth Air Force for the sixth consecutive da.Y . 

1 
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D.!:CLASSirlll:l! 
OBD Le;ter , O-S-72 

EUROPEAN THEA 'W\ 

13 January. Better weather over s one airfields enabled the 

Tactical Air Forces to ~ 1, 822 sorties . !lost were in support of 

our First, Third, Seventh and Ninth Armies and against enency" comn­

unieations behind the battle area, particularly bridges on supply 

routes to the Ardennes salient and north of Weissenbur g . Four 

aneey aircr aft were destroyed; we lost 19. 

14 January. In the 24-hours ending at noon, we continued to 

c001press the Ardannes salient from the north, west and south and .,..ere 

an average distance of !ive mUes fran the pivotol town of Houffalize . 

Our First Array drove ahead nearly two mUes in sever al sectors of a 

ten-mUe front southeast of lo!almeey and Stavelot; southwest of Vielsalm, 

it cut the Houffalize...St . Vith road in a three-rnUe advance and eon-

tinued to gain acr oss a solid front to the tip of the salient . 

British units had virtually cleared the area west of a general line 

Laroche- Bastogne. Our Third Army, in advances north of Bastogne gained 

nearly three 01Ues . 

CMr Seventh Arey again made Slllall ga.ins south or Bitscn against 

stiff resistance . Ncrthea_,t of Hagenau, it was still heavily engaged 

but succeeded in establishing contact nth units which had been 

isolated in Hattan; our attempt to flank Hatten frOO> the northeast was 

repulsed . 

Intense patrolling continued in the heneh Ano;y sector south of 

Strasbourg. Tne en""'Y nmr holds a bridgehead on the ill River east 

or Benfold . 

On the Canadian Anl(Y front east of Ni.)negen, Allied artillery fire 

destroyed two midget submarines in the Rhine . 



""LAblo)lFl • ... 
t.IJ .... ouar, b-::t- ?.U 

lJ January . Weather prevente4 virtually all operations of the 

Tactical, Coastal. an4 Balkan Air Forces throughout the 2L-hour perio4 

enc:l:llJll at ounaet, only JO sorties being nown. 

lh January. Activity on the Fifth an4 Eighth Anl;r h-onta up to 

mid-<>l'tornoon continued to be confined to pat rol enca&e:oonta . 
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OIW Lo tter, 5- 8- 72 

ASIATIC THEATER 

12 January , Eleven B-24 ' s of the Eastern Air Comnand banbed 

water!ront targets and laid mines at l.lergui. 

Thirty- five lLth Air Force fighters supported Chinese troops in 

the Wanting area . 

13 January. The lLth Air Force reported 37 sorties , 28 of them 

by fighters over Wanting . 

lL January. Fi!ty~five China-baaed B-29'• dispatched to Fomosa 

dropped Ll2 tons of banbs on Kagi and Heito . Twelve more attacked 

Taichu (Formosa) and ten struck the China coast . 'lie eu!fered no losses , 

At Kagi, seven enemy planes were reported destroyed. 

13 January. In the Arakan, Alli ed trocps had ovoreane opposition 

on t he !.!yo bon Peninsula and occupied the tcr.rn of !.lye bon . Ther e were 

numerous small gains on the furma f ronts. Among these was one along 

~ the Chindwin River, placing British troops wit hin four miles of J.lonywa, 

and another southeast of Shwebo, reaching a point 36 miles !ran llandalay. 

' 
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SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA 

OICLASSI71D 
410 Letter, 6·8-71 

1$ January, A cocomunique at.atea that our Sixth Aray baa con· 

tinued to gain grOWid rapicll)r 1n all directiona n-a:o ita Linga.y-en 

Oul.l beachhead. On the east we pushed north along the coast ten 

mlles to Damort1e 1i11d penetrated southeast !iva mlles beyond Sant.a 

Barbara where ,.,.., are approaching Catablan , On t he west, we have 

penetrated 22 miles inland crossing the Agno River near Ba,yamt>ena 

,.. and have taken llangatarem, eight miles south of Aguilar . On the 

• 
• 

welrt.ern fiank ot the beachhead, ...., adYanced 20 ailea to secure 

Port Sual; ten .Uea farther northwest we are approaching Alaa1noa • 



DEC!.ASSIFIIll 
OBD Let ter , 6-S-?3 



EASTERN FPDNT 

D!CLASSU'In 
OBD Lo t ter, 6-S-73 

l4 January. Exploiting their breakthrough at the Sandomierz 

bridgehead, Soviet units advanced 20 mUes north,.,-est and cut the 

raUroad betlleen Krakow and Kielce . Northeast of fudapest , they 

captured Lucanec, a communications cent er in Slovakia. They also 

launched small-scale attacks north and south of Warsaw and near Momel. 

6 
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12 January. A balloon , described by civilian witnesses ae 

.30 feet high and 60 feet in d.11mator, landed six miles north of 

the US border near Estavan, Saakatch......,, released an 18-inch 

ba:b, rose and dri.tted eaatwarda . llo fllrther siglltinga ha"" 

been reported . The boab (wwxploded) ia being guarded. 

Seven Mdium baobare attacked Toriahiloa Ratto, 

and tbree 8- 21. 'a attacked air installations at Suribachi, both 

in the Kurilcs . 
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D!CLASSI7ID 
diD Lotter , 5-3- 72 

EUROPE AND THE MEDITERRANEAN - STRATIDIC AIR 

12 January. Although weat her prevented heavy bomber attacks on 

Genna.ey, 16 RAF heavy bombers attacked submarine pens at Bergen and 

six others, attacking shipping in the same area, sank one merchant 

vessel . Each bomber dropped a s ix- ton banb . Th.r ee b<lolbers wer e lost . 

That night , 17 l.tosquitoes attacked benzol plants near Bochum and 

Recklinghausen. Twenty-four heavy bombers laid mines in Kiel Harbor 

\ and Flensburg Fjord; four bombers are missing . 

Dur ing the 24-hour period ending at 0600 , three rocket s 

and one fiying b<lolb foll in Antwerp; four flying bombs fell in Liege ; 

five rockets and 26 flying b<lolbs fell in scattered ar eas behi nd the front . 

lJ Janu.ruy. 947 escorted heavy bombers of the 6t h Air }'orce a ttacked 

seven rail br idges across the lbine from Rldeeheim to the Karlsruhe a rea, 

r ail yards a t Kaiserslautem and near l.lainz, and target s at Wiesbaden . 

Six enemy planes were destroyed; 33 bombers are mi ssing , of which 23 are 

believed safe; 10 f i ghter s are also missing . 

The l $th Air Force was grounded for the fifth successive 

day. 

During the 24-hour period ending at 0600, nine rockets 

fell in England; ono other rocket f ell in the sea off the Bri tish coast. 

Between 0$$9 and 06$$, 13 ny1ng bombs were plotted off the Norfolk coast; 

four of these made landfall of which one reached the London area. 

2 
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DJ:CLASSI'PID 

OsD Lotter, D-S-72 

12 January• Weather limited the Tactical Air Forcee to 2h sorties . 

1,3 January. By noon the Bri tish Second Al"l1\)' had made a amall cain 

north or Sittard, improving ita positions oaot or the Weuae River . 

Our Nint h ~ repulsed aevoral en8mT r aide between Duren ond " onechau . 

On the northern tlank of the Ardennes salient, ow- Firat ~ 

advanced aore then a aile against l~t resiatance &long a ton...Ue !root 

) sout.heaat of Stavelot. To the west, • • ude ac!Yancee up t o two ..U.es 

acrose a l,3 ... 1le front between Vielsalm and Laroche , llritieb troops 

continued to clear the area northeast of St. Hubert. 

~r Third Al'l\)' puahed north r apidly making another junction With 

British troops a t a point ~>idway on tho road bat>.een St . !lubert and 

Larochej opposition WllJI l i<!ht in this sector, and we made general ad­

vances up to five 1111leo. We gained two and one4lalf miles in another 

advance which reduced a IJIIIall enemy salient ooutheaat ot Bastogne . 

~r Seventh All~~)' withdrew ali~tly south ot l'orbach but continued 

to JUke a inor ll&ina aouth and southeast of Bitaeh qainet aoderate to 

, , 

bea"l' reaietanee. Continue d hoa"l' fi<!hting nort.huot or Haae.,... teaporari.ly 

isolated one ot cur intantzy battalions at Hattan . 

In the French All~~)' sector south of Straabourg, ,.. repulsed an attack 

at Ban!ald. 

J 
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fP" HSil'!C 
U D kt~Uor, t~1~ 

12 January . l.aattler liaitad the Tactical Air Force to )67 sorties 

and prevented any effective support over the battle areA. Attacks were 

111ade on com:runications between IUlan and Treviso and on gun poeitiollJI 

and dumps in the vicinity ot Spada. Greece-based planes ot the Balkan 

Air Force, in aaoe 1.0 sorties, eacortad anoored eolUJ:llla and attacked 

gun eo:pl.ace::enta at Ulloa . 

1) January. 'Dlere was only patrollina on the F1tth and Ei s!> th 

A:rttt¥ tr<m ta up ~o aid-attamocn. 

11; January. A truce between the £LAS and Government forces in 

Greece will becane ef!sctive on lS January . Hostilities will continue 

until that date when the £LAS forces will w1 thdraw under Britieh control 

to areas as yet unspec1tied. 
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ASIATIC AREA. 

D!CLASSIJID 
I'D lottor, 6-8-?2 

ll January. The Eutem Air COlm!and new 1, 865 sorties of which 

S99 were tactical . In these operations heavy bombers attacked rail 

lines fr<111 Rangoon to lloulmein and from Bangkok to Chiengllllli with a 

tot al of l SO tens of bombs destroying four bridges . !Jedium bo!:lbers 

damaged re1l installations at Toungoo while l4!hter planes made numerous 

attacks north and south of Mandalay and s upported ground operati ons . 

11 and 12 January. Enemy raids against Allied installations in the 

Shwebo area destroyed four of our transport planes . 

12 January. Cocmandos had l anded on the !.!yebon Peninsula in Hunter ' s 

Bay, encountering some opposition . West of the Chindwin, Allied t roops 

captured Oangaw. East of the Chindwin, they were mopping up in !Jldalin 

and leading elements were eight miles eouth of the town . West of t he 

Irrawad~, Allied troops advanced unopposed to a line extending from 12 

miles southwest of Shwebo to a point on the rail road nine miles southeast 

of tho town, plaoin)! thom within 40 miles of Mandalay . Patrols crossed 

the Irrawa~ in the Thabe1klcyin and Singu areas , encountering enemy 

positions . 

South of Namhkam, Chinese troops advancod oaat more 

than two miles on a s1x...,ile front. 
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SOUTIIIES1' PACIFIC ARf.l. 

10-12 January. Amon& more than ~7S previcuBly unreported sortie a 

lhO • •r• nawn againat airdratea , C<IIIIIUnieatiOil.S and troops on Luzon , 

principally in the J.l&nUa area . Si.xt<oen eneoo' p4nea were destroyed, 

ten or them being a hot down by two US fighters . 

12 January. '!he first heavy resiatanee on Luzon wao oncountend 

in the billa northea.at ot San Fabien . ll7 nightfall, our Sixth J.n:o' ' • 
I Corpe wae attacking north &lOll& the shore with troops w!\o landed the 

previous da.Y · To the west the Corps ccneolidated ita advances between 

l!anaoag and lla1aaiqu1 , raachl.na l!apand&n and Santa &rb&ra . An aclditional 

divieion was landed &nd aoved into the Corpe' front nortl:woet of Lana""i . 

'!he XIV Corpe penetrated to Dumpay, four miles south of San Carl os , and 

on the west advanced five miles south ot &gallon to eaptun Aguilar . 

Scattered ecntaeta continued on Leyte. 

PACIFIC OC!All AREA 

U January. Early in the day, China-baaed B-29 ' • or the 20th Air 

Foree wara diapatched to attack air1'1alds at Shineh1ku, Forcoaa . 

1o-l) January. J"itt)'"'two Liberators atruc.k Iwo Jim& in three 

aeperate attacks . 
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OlD Letter, 6-S- ?a 

1.3 January, In the Sand<JIIierz briclaehoad, northeast, of Kracow, 

Soviets broke through heavily fortified Oerman defensee and advanced 

211 mUea on a broad front . Increaeed activity ..... reported !rom 

eeveral sectors, but this did not pr~ca aey other a~cant changes 

ot the front . 

1 
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D~CL £~11 U 
o~n Letter, r ~-78 

IU!IOPE AND THI!l IIEDITERRANIWI - STRATEOIO .UR 

ll JANUAJ!l'. Weather llAit.<l operations to an att.ck by the 

RAF, in lfhich 670 tons o! bOtlba were dropped on railyar<ls in the 

Kre!eld area. 

lUring the 24 hours ending at 0600, two rockets 

and two tl,y1ng bCI!Ibs !ell in AntwerpJ three fl;r1ng bombs !ell in 

Liege , and aeYen roclceta and l7 tq1ng boooba struck scatt ..... d 

areaa behind the front. 

l2 JANUAl!l'. Heavy bombers were srounded by the '"'ather . 

In the 2.4 hours en<11.rw at 0600, one rocket tell 

in &!gland. 

l 
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- ~.,o3tPlU 
0~11 t.e ttoP , t-8-71 

ll JANUAJ!l . Weather l .Wtod tho Tacti cal Air Fo~ee to 410 aortae 
in t he 24 hours ending at auneat. c:mo hl.lndred tona or bcor.bs wore drop~d 

on cOIOIIIIlnicaticna at Houtfalise and a road defile at Clorvawc in the 
Ardonnoe salient, and another hl.lndred tons on rail toraota scutheast and 

west of Bingen. 

12 JANI!ARI. B:v noon our Firat Arfll¥ had gained some gl'Qllld and 

straiahtonod out ita line on the northern nank of the Ardennes salient . 

Eaat of Laroche, l1a1tod J)l'Cilreoo ..aa IO&de . South of Laroche, "" advaraood 
about tour lliloo clearing t he area between t ho ltiglunqa nmniog to Baatosne 
and St. lhbert; Brltuh unite &<Ivan~ traa the northwoot ,.,..., within o1x 

llliloo or our line on tho southern nank o! tho aalieot . Other Britieh troops 
-do contact with our Third Arltr near St . B.lbert, which ..ae clear of tho 

The Third ~ ra1ntoinod ita defeoeiYo poaitiona betfteo 
St. lllbert and the Baetosne-Hout!ali&e road and conti.nuod to clear the area 
between Baotop>e and Wiltz, although l.Japeded b7 boa")' ono.. Woat or D:l.aldrch, 
a small, 110oppoaod advance no lll&de . 

Our Seventh A.nlir had he&")' f'1&hting aouth ot Forbach. 
It made further omall gaine oouth and aoutheaot of Bitoch, although heavy 

e~ prea...n forced a aliaht withdra-.1 in cne sector. Th&ro wu aloo 
heavy lighting northeut ot fi*Conau . 

South of Straobourg, the 00000' waa exarting he•YT 
proawre on BlntoldJ our garruona at Herbshe111 and Roeefeld lllcceeded 

in wit~ to the Ill Ri,.r. 

2 
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DULASS11ID 
OlD Lotto~, 6- 8-71 

ll JAWARI. During 998 aorti ee nown by liaht plane. ot the 

Tactical Air Force up to IIU11Set, extendvo attacks were continued 

aeainat COIIr.IUniutiana, supplies and atoraeo !aoUitioa throughout 

the Po Valley i among targets bit were tho Cutallianeo r&il,y&r<la, and 

raU l:lnu north ot Verona and in tbo Vieonu-udina and Paella-Trieste 

areaa. SUpport wu giVen to our ground !oreoe, 100ot.l,y in tbo eootern 

aecto~. We loot nino planes . 

12 JN!l!Al!!. Ih the. 24 hours en~ at l$00, the Eiahth An:or 

repuleed O'*'l)' raids near Fusianano and wes t o! Feanu, and continued 

patrolling throughout ito front . Patrolling also continued m the 

Filth A:rtn:f tront. 

.3 
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AS UriC THEATER 

D&CLASSIJIIJ 
OSD ~o\ \Or , 6-S- 78 

10 JAN1lAJ!I, The Eastern .u.r e-nd new 1, 4)8 aorties of which 

' 4)0 -re tactical. lo!ediw::> bombitra att.ecked Japanoao poeitio118 at 

Oqaw and auppliea so.ttheaat of Laahio . Lighter airorA!t stnlck 

widasp.read tar&ata on the au-ma Ironto and att.ecked ahipping an the 

Irrawadd;lr ao.tthnat or ltandalq and along the cout ao.tth ot Ak;yab. 

10 and U JAilUARI. llinet;yo.one Uth Air Force plane a aupportad 

• Chine •• troops in the '!'Ianting area. 

U .!ANIIARr. lllled t.roopa on the Arakan front advanced near l,y 

tan miles north Ire. l'ormagyun, and patrols penetrated ao.ttheast to 

J.IYebon "" lllntar•a ~. West of the Irra-dey, t he Britiah had advanced 

approximatel,y tan miles south trom Shnbo and had advanced east from 

thia area to t ha vicinity of Singu , Farther north, other Britiah troopa 

PACIFIC AND SOUTHIIEST PACIFIC TF!BATBIIS 

lO and 11 JANUARY. JJO previo.tol,y unreported sorties llllre n<nm 

in the SQltlunlot Paci!ic area againat targets includins vcund support 

a1 .. 1ons on Luson, principal.l,y in the llan1.la and Vican areas, where S8 

aJOall ..,..lilY veaaola alao were damaged . Fo.tr additional en"II!Y planea 

U JANU.I.RI. Quo Sixth Arii!Y ce>ntin.led to advanoo inland trOll ita 

Ling~;YeQ Oul! beachhead, ... eting ~ occaa10Dal oppooitim. 1tr 
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DICLASSfFfiD 
OIID lAuer , 6-S-?2 

oi<lhtf&ll, the I Corps had penetrated 12 miles swtheaat to the 

llalasiQUi area, where alight contacts wer e roported. To t he west , the 

XIV Corps overc..., resistance at &&&llon and advanced !arther awtlt. 

Earl,y 1n the cla.y our !teaches 1n the San Faltian area were heavil,y shelled 

for an hour by mortars and artillery. We continued to land troopa Qu-ing 

the cla.y. 

On Leyte, we mopped up scattered enel!IY near the west coast . 

lO JA!Iw.RI. We captured Boac on no.rtlnlestern l!arincllque . 

9 and lO JAI«<ARI. Pacitic Ocean Area B-2l.•s attacked Iwo Jlllla, 

and 7) !iahtera attacked &hipping and land targets at Nauru , 111lle, Yap, 

and 1n the Palau a . 

10 and 1l JANUARY. Five additional B-29 ' s of tho 21st Banber 

Command, 1n separate missions , attacked a steel plant and ot her targets 

1n the Tol<;yo area, 

12 JANw.RI. In tits Viatula bridgehead, Soviet tro<>ps mo. de acme 

penetrations of ~ positions. Partisan !orces 1n Yugoslavia 

captured Prijepolje . In &dapeat, and along the neiahborins b-ont, 

fi&ht~ continued withwt aignitic&nt chan&e 1n the lines. 

WESTS!l!l H!KISPHBRE 

'nle 13th Airborne Dirtaion (l&&jor General l!lbridge 0 . Chapman) baa 

he en ordered fr0110 camp llaelc&ll, N. C. 1 !or movement avaraeaa h-om the 

New York Port of Embarkation . 
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EUROPEAN THEATER 

DECLAE:ill'III> 
Ollll Letter , 6-8- '/2 

1 . Ihring the 2u-hour period ending at sunset , 10 January, the 

Tactical Air Forces .flew 1 , 199 aorties, of 11h1ch more than !)00 were in 

support of our Third and Seventh Annies , 'J.Wo enei!\Y planes were shot 

clo'lm; we lost six. 

That night, 49 RAF Vos quito bomber s attacked Hannover . 

On ll Jo.nuary, weather grounded the 8th Air Force . 

During the 2u-hour per iod ending at 0600, 10 January, two rockets 

fell in Antwerp and six .flying bomb.s in Liege ; five rockets and 30 .fly ing 

bombs fell in sca t ter ed areas behind the front. 

!Uring the 2u-hour period ending at 0600, ll January, four rockets 

fell in England. 

2 . In the 2u hours ending at noon, ll January, our First Arr!\}' 

continued to pusb back the northern flank of the Ardennes sal1.ent. Sout h-

west of Vie1s alm Tie were within three miles of the enemy ' s main supply 

<iJ road, which runs northeast out of Houtfalize. Heavy res:!& tance continued, 

A coonunique states that Laroche has been taken. 

A penetration to four miles eouthwes t of Laroche placed Allied 

troops south of the Laroche-8t . Hubert r oad. '!he northwest corner of t he 

salient was puahed back about t!lree miles along a ten-mile front . 

On the southern .flank, our Third Arr!\}' gained a mile in one sector 

between St. Hubert and the Baatogne- Hou1'falize road and made ....aller gains 

t o the nortbeaat . There wel'e one-mile advances in several sectors between 

1 

• , 



lliCLASG!PI1m 
OSlJ Lotter , 5-~-·12 

Ba.stog11e and Wiltz . A cOIIII!Unique etatea that we have entet"ed St. Hubert. 

Tbo Seventh ~ gained about a mile againet l i ght r e sistance 

aouth of Saarbrucken, made alight gains east of Serreguemines, and continued 

to gain ground aouth and southeast of Bitsch. Southeast of Hagenau we 

withdrew to positions west of Herliaheim. 

South of straabourg , en""'Y pressure fr<J!I infantry and tanka 

forced us to evacuate Obenheim and left our units cut off at Herbsheim. 

Our line in this area has been withdrawn to the Ill River except for a 

small sali .ent at Ross feld, where parachute troops relieved other encircled 

units . 

l . During the 24-hour period ending at 1800, 10 January, the Tacti cal 

Air Force flew 671 sorties . lolost of these ,.,re by fiehters and fighter 

ba:~bers which did extensive da&lage to comnunications throughout northern 

Italy, including the destructi on of two rail bridges and numerous rail 

cut s near Lat:Lsana, and on the Brenner Route . One vessel was destroyed 

off Venice and six dlllnaged oft Oenoa. We lost three planes . Weather 

again caused cancellation of Ba1ksn Air Force operations . 

On ll January, weather grounded the 15th Air Force operations 

for the t hird successive day. 

2 . In the 24 hours ending at 1500, ll January, the Eighth ~ 

made slight adjustm.e.nte in its positions north and northwest of Ravenna , 

Patrolling was continued throughout the Eighth and Fifth ~ fronts. 



~~t.:t.ro!.,:.~."'"· 
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ASIATIC THEATER 

~LASStriD 
8tD Lotter, D-S-78 

l. <h 9 J&mary, the Eutern Air Comand new l , b83 sorties o! 

which 426 nre tactical . In these operations heavy b<mbera deetroyf'd 

t wo bridges on the &rca-Siam railway; l~hter planes &~tacked enCIIQ' 

positions, troop concentrations and comunications on tha Arakan !ront 

and north of llandal.y , An airfield at lleilctlla also wu a~ tacked, Early 

on 10 January en~ planes again attacked Akyab Harbor causing acme 

casual~ies and dauiin& landing era.tt . 

2 . The lbth Air Force repOrted 39 otreneivo sorties for 9 Januacy, 

principally in a t tacks on t orti!ied poeitiona in the Wanting area and 

t argets on tho & .nna Road . 

J , By 10 January Allied troops had occupied Ponnll{lYUJ'l without 

opposition and made contact wit h the enCIIQ' seven miles to the rorth, 

West Att1.can reeonna1uance troops tcu.nd Iotarok clear; to the north, 

others reached Apaulcwa on the Kaladan River withou~ contact . West of 

the lrrlllnld~, Britiah troops cleared Japanese reaietanee northwest and 

west of Sh-bo and advanced seven mllea southoaat of the town. Southeast 

of Bhamo, Chinese troops have partially onoirc1ed llachkam. Other Chinese 

troops were closing in on Wanting . lllll pOaitione north of the t own 

wree&ptured. 

PACIFIC .lND SOI!r!MEST PACIFIC 'l!IE&.TERS 

l . lm'ing 9 and 10 January, about uOO previouely unreported aort1oe 

J 
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were n01111 in the Soutlnr11t Paei.fic Ar .. , or wllkh a.ore t.hon halt, in­

cluding I CIIIO $0 by heavy bCIIIbera, woro 1n tho vi.cinity or Lingayen and 

llanila . Four addit ional ene!JIY planes ._.,.., do atroyod. 

2 . Q1 morning , ll Jaroary, our Sixth Arey had expanded its Lina~on 

OUlr beachhead «> a width or 25 ailea and contirued to advance inland 

againat extremely l ight reaistance in all eaotoro. On tho east, the I 

Corps roached a point en the coaot six milaa north ot San Fabian and 

penetrated nearly ten ailea aouthea.st to pooition.s beyond l!enaoag; in 

tho latter area, tho Corpa wao astride ~:~&in roada lead.ing to Po.;or rubio 

and Binalonan , On the we at, the XIV Corpa p<onetratcd oix miles inland 

acroao a broad tront and wu advancing along higlnraya lead.ing to san 

Carloa and Aguilar; alona: tho coaat, the Corps reached tho 11011th of tho 

Agno River . 

By 10 January on Leyte, tho diaorganized enOIII)' ooutheast of Ormoc 

was withdrawing toward the weat coaat. There wu ti&htins northeaat ot 

Valencia. 

3. D>rine the night ot 10 January, throe B-29'• or t he 2l st Bomber 

Ca=and in aeparate aiao1ono , a t tacked an oil plant at To!Q'o . Large tires 

,..,.. obaerved after the attack . 

Ckl ll January, tho Soviets hold tbo northeastern part or &depeat. 

Operation. along the main front were hampered by an0W11to11111 . 'lha Red 

J.nJor tailed to progrooo north ot the Danube; the enem,y aade alight gaino 

turtber aoutb . 
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Reported on 8 Jt.rJWUy " ""' tho landing in Alaska ot a balloon aoone 

25 t oot in di.&mottor, bel ieved to be o! Japanese IIIClko; a second balloon 

was sijJhtod. 

l . IW-ine tho 21.-hour period ending at OWUiat, 9 JaniW")', the Tactical 

.ur Forces, root.rict.od by wuther tor the fourth euccaoa1ve day, flew 

240 sortiae. About. 100 o! tbeee were in support o! our Seventh J..rc;r. 

Five On""'J' pl&noo .....,.. shot. dCMD; we loot two. 

That nijJht, ""at ber again crounded RAJ> htovy boolboro . 

On 10 January, 1 ,100 escorted heavy bCI:lboro o! the 8th Air Force 

attacked highway bl'idgoo in tho Ardennes salient, raUroad bridjje$ and 

airtioldo near Colosne, and the Karls ruhe raU yal'do . Three en f1111Y plana a 

wore destroyed, Accorcling to preliminary reports, 50 lxlr.bors end nino 

ti&ht.ore are lliooing; s'""" ot these are believed ll&to . 

J:W-ine tM 211-hour period ending at 0600, 9 JaniW")', five rockets 

and one flying bcCib toll in Antwel1'; aoe ~ bomb !ell in Liege; fin 

roekoto and 18 tlying bOIIbo !ell in acatt.orod arou behind tbe trent. 

IW-in& tho 24-hour period ending at 06001 10 January, a oven rockets 

toll in the London and Essox areas . 

2. On 10 January, acc orcling t o a c0111nun1quo, our Firot A.ney gained 

additional &round north out o! Laroche . To tho wtst , we cont inued to clear 

l 
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the ene~~~r 1'N8 north or the Z..ZD<:h...,..!arche Road wt>Ue eouthnat or 

J.:arche, ,.. occupied Mbl,y. Accordin& to operations reports tor the 

24 houre ondJ.ns at noon that same ciao' , our Third Amy continued to 

attack the aouthern flank or the salient in the St . llubert-Bastor;ne­

WUtz aru, but stiff opposition end deep onow and ice l imited the 

advance t o e..al.l ll&ins io isolated sect ors; north of Ba•toene, our 

troops Wllre within tivo 11Ueo of Hool'falbe . 

Our Seventh ~ gained groond again srutbwest ot Bitsch 

and repulsed a heavy intontry and a=or attac:l< northeaet ot Hagenau . 

Southeast of the town, ane or our armored battalions wao cut ott at 

Herliaheim; other elecents wer e attackiog in the s&llll area to relieve 

the situation. 'there was intense en""'l' patrol activit;y e011th of 

Strasbourg Where the Germans have been exertinC str ong presaure on 

French roreea alons the lnline; tha aitl18tion remains nuid aoutheaet 

of the nl River; we hold Rossfeld, Herbahe1m and Obonhe1m, Allied 

t roops bein!l eurrounded io the last-named towm. 

1 . In the 24-hOilr period endin& at 1800 on 9 Januar:y, the Tactical 

.t.1r Force fiaw 89S eortieo . In theoe operation.o ,..d1wa and light 

bcmbers at tac:l<ed enGII)' troop concentrat ions near Bologna and heavil;y 

damac•d bridgee in the Parma-Bergamo- Brescia area; fighters also attacked 

cOCDilnioaticns in northern Italy and gavo strong support to Allied 

ground foroeo . \'feather continued to grOWld the Balkan .ur l'orce, but 

Oreek~ed planea eupportad British ground operatio.ne . We loet three 

planee . 
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Woother an lO ~anuary ~gain forced eanc.llation of lSth Air 

Foree opera~iona , 

2. In the 24 ho..ra endillg a~ lSOO, 10 January, activity on the 

Fifth and Eighth ~ fronta continued to be confined to patrol okina1ahes . 

ASIA TIC THEATER 

1 . ll>ring 8 January, the Eaatem Air Cormand new 1 , 6)4 sorties , ot 
which 540 were taotiw. In these operations 68 heavy bombers destroyed 

two bridges , and daa&ged three, while attacking the &lr.ta~iea railwa,y. 

llediUL'I bomber s and tl,ahters attacked targets on the Arakan front and 

northeaat of llandala;y. tiaxt da;y, five ot six •MilO' planes attacking 

.llc;yab Harbor were destroyed; we lost one patrol plano . 

2. A prel1minary report states that on ll January, 25 B-29's of the 

20th llocbar Ca:nand bombed S1ngapore harbor, six boa bed Penang (llalaya) , 

and four etruck other t argets. 

) . 117 9 J&rAJary, Ca=andos hsd landed two lliles SO\lth ot Ponnagyun 

on t he Kaladan; British boat-patrols , operating eost of Akfab olong tho 

J(,yorsgu RLver, found Pauktaw clear. Ten ailes north of Llyohaurc, lrest 

A!'rican troops were again meeting stiff opposition. West o! the Irrawad<\Y, 

illied troops occupied Shwobo without opposition, although aome resiotance 

continued aix ailea west of the town . 

PACIPIC AND SOOTil'lfEST PACIFIC Tll&.u'ERS 

l . lUring 8 and 9 January, 67) additional aori.iea (including 166 b7 

) 
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IIICLA.I4t11'D 
<liD lAuer, &...&-fa 

ea.rrie.r-bued plano•) ,.,.. tlcnm 1D the ScN\ltq•t P.c1t1c Area . ~ 

tb&n 2$0 or U.••• ... _,.. &ga1n•l eMil)" inat&ll.at.i ona 1n the ~.,-u 

a.re.a aod 12S apitl#t. ot..'tfr t.arget.. on w~on . Five addit i onal «m-.:r 

pl..&M1 were c»•tro,r.d.. ThJ"ou.st!. 8 Jam:ary, 61 enocey" plano., not prev­

ia.llly 1'9-port.O:d, ~ aho1. ck7wn &ring at.t.ck.e on CIIU' Li.Q&qe:o oorrroy. 

2 . By t.h.e naning or 9 ~&ry, our Sbt.h ArtJ:y had advan.c:ed 1nl~ 

aft &VV&&8 dept.h ot oeuly t.tu~e And one-half a.ilee in 1t.e lJ.Jtga,yen Oul.r 

beaehhea.da1 whlc:h e:X1.ended tro. WabU&o t.o Lingqen t.oWn. TbG I Corpa 

l.&ndad 1n the JtabUao- t:lqupe.n are•, Us. XIV Corpe 1n t.he S:1tllt.aley-L1ns.ayen 

area. h"i)' art..Ulo.ry .and aort.ar !i.re, 10.1.eb wu lat.er dlet~c:ed by our 

naval CUM, forced tempotuy r elnct.1¢fl of landin6 CT&.ft. off $An h.bi.&n 

b.lt. aeneral.l¥ t.he L:lndir.,ga wo,.. v.ncppo;~~ed, ud .. aoved quickly 1llland 

&g61.n11t. minor and •por.a41c opposition. Unloadin,. pl"ogr eaaed rapidly at 

&1l beaebea , and by dua:.C 681500 t.roopa wo.re ..,boro. En., dr oppoe1t.1on 

t.o cw- &J"'Ur.d and &1r rorcea &u-J..oi t.he dt.7 11aa cc.pa.rat.1ve1y l~t. 

Ac.cordine; t o c~e ill or cur buchhoa.S. have been linlc:.-d up and we 

• h&vo t&ken J.l&npldM, S6J1 hbi.an, Dlgupan and L!nga;ren tncludinl( U a 

Idle and a W.t ol IQr.a.rc. Oft 10 J&tluar,y, ~ continued to aqueese ~ 

D.u:kput. pocket., deapit.e r.pea,..d eoun·t..e.rat.t.a.c::.Ca. O.rcan inh.nt.ry and 

an10r e<IQt.inu.ed to at.t•ck aov.th or t.be llai'IUbe. 

4 T---
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ti.CI.UI&JPJD 
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1. Dw"11IC: ibe 2L-b.ou.:r pet-1od mCUn& at aunut., 8 January, the 

t ae't.ie&l .ur rorees, l!Aited b)' wea.Ular tor the third .-ueee .. ive day, 

llP lL6 aort1ea , utnl7 1n auppar-t. or our Seventh Any, 

'lhat. n.J.ght. and the day toll~ , P.AJ' and 8UI. Air Foree he&"Y 

bo&bars .. ,.. VOW'ded by ._at.ber. 

Durlrlg t~ 2lo~our ~riocl ~dii.ni: at. Ofi:IJ, & J&ralary, t.wo rockna 

and cww tl.11.ng bODb tell 11'1 Ant-...rpJ one fl11ns b<mb toll in Liese;; ttto 

.rock6t.a and t.wentr fi;ri.n& baaba landed 1n :~ cattarod aru.o bfi\1nd ~a l'r<:ln;. 

D.lrina tho 2!1-t~cu.r period an~ $t. 0600, 9 Je.nua.r,y, 12 roelceta 

reached Fil£lan4. 

2. In tho 21. hours endJ..n,g at. noon, 9 Jat~U&T)"1 our F1r•t !not ruLde 

aeneral adnlneea Ucm,g a 20-!dl.e f"ruu.t. betwoon VUlul#l Md Ma.rcbe en tha 

nor-U1em nw or ~ 4rdonnt:a a..U.ent. Deep snow, ellppe,.,. :road:!, a..'tcS 

condclerable r .. i.tu.nc.e 1n acme neet.ora lim.Lt.ed aoat. aa.ino to te .. thM 

} a .U.e; aout.hweat ot V1.e1aaJ.., honnr, the .advance wu rwar]Jr two a.ilu; 

on the ..... t, wo we,.. witb.1n two •Ue1 or Lal"ocl:he.. Scce g·rwncS Wh llao 

Caioed in tbt BrU.iab sector I OUt.he&at. &nd, •outbw.-t. ot Wa.rehe. On tloa 

IOQUlem nank or the aali.n1., & eOOJ'd!.nat.ed. attaclc between St. li;abt.rt. 

and Baat.osne 1:17 <1u.r 1hird /o.nq IDOt. bu.y praa~n which toro.d •lJ.cht. 

'111.thdn!ul.a in •c:m. aa.ct.or• . We a:Uned amae cl"QUAd ba't'I"Nft But.OFS• ancS 

W:Ut.&, whtre re.s .. t..anea .... -weaker. 

the Sewnth Jrrtf¥ ll&de rA111• e.ut or Sa.rrel\.uaineo and •outh~ot 

or B1t.teb~ a.rkd Tlllpulead repea~d eMil,)' att.acltl nol"'tohONt. or HqeMU . 

1 
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South o! StraebOUJ'I, ~ 0el'114!1a were aurting strons a.noor 

and l.n!antry prea111re qaillet Fr-ench forces eaat of Benfeld . The Fl"ench 

repulsed an en""'Y attack at Ross!eld. American units , in o diversionary 

maneuver, gained &ore than a lillie northeast o! Cololar, 

1 . In the 21. hours ending at 1600, 6 January, the Tactical Air Force 

now .)20 sorties against cloee support target. in the eaotem battle . 

area, rail linea near Verona, and other CCXlll:1\l.llications in the Po Valley . 

'leatber again reatricted thue operaticne and grounded the Balkan Air 

Forco . 

The next dq, contimling bad ,..,ther ii'(>Wided the 15th Air Porco. 

2. In the 21. hours ending at 1500, ~ January, activity on the F1!th 
and Eightb ~ tronts ......, lirAited to patrol cl,.hes , 

ASIUICTI!&I.TER 

l . n.M.na 7 January, the Eastern Air Cor:Dand .O..w 669 oortioe, ot 
which 156 were tactical . In these operations 1.6 escorted mediUD bc»bera 

at tacked troop concentration• on the Arakan tront . Weather agaiJI limited 

opera tiona . 

2 . On 9 Jam1ary, J6 B-29' • ot the 20th &mbar CCIII11&ncl dropped 266 

toruo oL bcabe on Kealung Harbor, Fonooaa , Six other a-2~ • a dropped 

additional tannase on a Fonaoaa air b&eo and on Amoy, China , '!'hero 

were no l oasea . 
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) . By 8 January, llritiah troopa had l.&nded tour mUu weat of 

~ (on the Kaladan River northeut ot Alcyab) , and were •lli&&ed 

with the aoelll)'. To the north, 'lreat A.trican troops advancing aaet frCIIIl 

the llll,YU River made contact at Kanuuk with those movi"i waat fran the 

Kaladan. OJ the Chinclwin tront, the 8r1tiah ware mee tifte oppoe1tion 

t<l<lr ailee southweat of aulalin. West ot the Irrawewzy, Allied patrols 

entered Sbwebo, tindina onl7 straaglera; reaiatance waa atill bei"i 

encountered tour miles to the northweet. In the Wanti"i area, Chineae 

• oroeaings of the Shweli River met stiff oppoeition. 

4 . At the be&inni"i of l94S, only a 2$-slla gap at the &,...-China 

border prevented t.rucka from operating over a new route fr'QA KUI:ildng to 

lob'itlcyina . The route utUizes the &n>a Road from Kuming t o LUllllli"i, 

then proceeds northweat, vie Tengchung and Sadon (Fort Harrison) . Ten 

thouaand Chinese wore at worlc on sections between Tel!ichUlli and Sadon, 

.m.re the gap occurs. Two thouaand more nre illproving tha &rma Road 

oaot of the Salween River . The Chinese have eehaduled work to begin 

thie month on a cut-ott from Tensehung to Paoshan, which will by-pass 

the Salween gorge and ehorten tho route by liJ miles . 

PACIFIC A1ID SOO!Jtr!ST PACIFIC 'I'HE.lTERS 

l . D>ring the period 6-8 January, more than 780 previoual,y unreported 

eortiea were !lown 1n the Southwest Paoi!ie Area . Heavy attacks were 

continued &aainst airfields on LusCIII, Tan additional one"'Y planes wore 

dOU'troyed, and at l east liJ were daaagad or destroyed at Clark Field; we 

loat l) . 

J 
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2 . E&rl;y on 9 January, our Sixth Antill lanclod in Ll.ngayen Oulf. 

According to cOIEW\ique, we seized four beachh.,..ds and sustained onJ¥ 

aall loesea in the landing. 

) , On 7 January, cur forces on 111ndoro en& aged an estlaatad JOO 

ene-.v troopa at P1namala;yan on the eaat coaat ot the island. On Le;yta 

the next day scattered contacts were again reported from the Villaba 

&rea and f:r0111 no:rtheaat of Ormoc. 

On 9 January, 39 Saipan- baaed B-29 1 s dropped 95 tons of ballbs on 

aircraft planta and other t.rgeta in the Tolo>o area . Prel:lainary reports 

indicate that at leaat 100 en""')l' aircraft were encountered cl.lrin8 tho 

raid; four were probably destroyed; we loat •1x banbers. 

EASTERN FR<l<T 

On 9 January, the Soviets continued to advance north of the Danube , 

reaching within four ailes of Kanarca. Axis forces pressed their countar­

ettaclt south of the Danube ge1nl.ng 1n two eoetore, the no:rtheestem one 

bein& onlJ- 15 mUos fran 9.1dapest . 
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1 . IN.r1ng the 211-hour period to IIIU1set, 7 January, weather limited 

the Tactical Air Forces to 67 sorties, 1111ich included 20 against rocket-

launching 31tes in Holland. 

IN.ring the night or 7 January, RAF boa-.y baDbera dropped 2,17!> 

tons on llunich, -.mue )0 lloequitoes on diversionary .W.oions raided Hanau 

and llumberg. Fitty-!our other lloaquitoes attacked llannover . Fonrteen 

tx.bers and two l!oaquitoes are lliasing. 

On 8 January, 7)8 escorted heavy lxabera ot the 8th Air Foree 

attacked eClii:;I;Wlieation targets behind the Genoan lines, m&inl7 those 

""P~ the Ardennes saliont. lfeiasanburg, on the Sevanth Arii\Y b'ont, 

waa also at tacked. Woather forced sane formations to abandon operations, 

and others to attack secondary targets at Frankfurt, Landsu and Koblenz . 

Twenty-eight banbers are IDiuing, but 16 of these are believed ea!e . 

IN.ring the 211-bour period enctl.ng at 0600, 7 January, three rocket• 

and one tl;r1ng ba:lb tell in Antwerp) l) tl;r1ng baobe !ell in LUge) l) 

rockets and n !lying baobs landed 1n scattered areas behind the tront. 

lUring the 211-bour period ending at 0600, 8 Januar)', seven rockets 

atrock the Essex and London areu. 

2. ib' 1200 hours on 8 January, Polish troops llbich had made a limited 

attack just east o! the mouth ot the lleuae withdraw after suff ering hea-.y 

casualties fran intense mortar and artillecy fire . North o! Venlo, the 

British cleared a small &H& ,...t o! the lleuao 1n llbich the ene,ey had 

eatabluhsd a .foothold. 



t 1..1 LlF 
C!l; .Lotto• 1 

01 the northom fianlc of the Ardennes salient, ,.. a<lvo.nced 

two llliles in t ho area just aouth o! Stavelot . FUrther south other 

aclvances were made bringina our forward elements to the outakirto of 

Vielaalm. Other gains up to a mUe ware mode along tho lino bet•reen 

Vielsalm and l!arche . 

The third Artrry made limited progreas along an eigllt....Ue !ront 

in the cantor o! the aector between Butogne and St. l:&lbert. llortbwest 

o! Dl.ekirch we gained a aile on a narrow l'ront and repulsed a counter-

attack supported by tanlul and heavy artillery !ire. 

Southeast of Sa&rge::und the Seventh Ar;:ry advanced locally, 

al:IJ!linat:l.ng a small onoay ealient in our line and repulsing a counter-

attack. Other gains were made in the area just wast of Bitscb. 

In Alsace tho onomy launched an attack !rom the Neunkiroh aroa 

on both sides of the m.ine-Rhone Canol and succeeded in driving north 

to Krafft, tan lllilee south o£ Straabourg. Near Colmar, American troops 

o! the First French J.:ns:t advanced two ailes reac:hinll a point three ailoa 

north of that city. 

1 . lhring the 2u-hour period ending at 1800, 7 Janua.ry, weather 

limited the Tactical Air Force to 1$7 sorties , nown cl\ie!ly egainat 

harbor shipping and inatallations on the northweat Italian coast . A 

few attacks were l!l&cle on ecmmunioationa in northern Italy. Weather 

again grounded the Balkan Air Foree . 

2 
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On 8 January, S20 eacorted heavy bombers of the Strategic Air 

Force attacked rail yarde at Linz , Klagenfurt, Villach , Salzburg, and 

Graz 1n Austria . Nine bomber s and one fiehter are mi ssing . 

2. I&" l SOO on 8 January there was no sienificant change 1n the 

Italian battle line , Eighth Ara1/i patrols were active near Lake Conw.cchio and 

1n the areas southeast of Imole . On the Fifth Army front an enemy patrol 

waa repulsed southwest of Castel S , Pietro. 

ASIATIC THEATER 

l . On 6 January, t he Eastern Air Ccmmand new 4S2 sorties . of llhich 

51. were t actical. Weather prevented virtually all offensive operations . 

Supplementary reports for 6 January record one addit i onal banber 

destroyed on the ground and sevan others clama<:ed 1n the Hankow area . On 

1 January, one B-24 sank a <DO-foot merchant vessel 1o the Sout h China 

Sea and t wo others bombed Fort Bayard on LuichOlf Peniosula. 

2 , On 7 January, "'est of the Irrawadd,y, Indian troops wer e closing 

1o on Shwebo from the north , northeast , and northwest, their f orward 

el ements beiog S<llle 4' miles from the town . Farther to t he west other 

British troops along the Cbiodwio hed reached lhds.lio 20 miles north of 

l!onywa, On the Arakan front, the British entered Al<;yab . E8St of the 

Kaladan River, West African troops were meeting opposition ten milea 

north of Myohaung . 
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1 , During S-7 JDJ'Alary, ...,,.. than 4.50 previouel,y unreported sol"ti .. 

ware nown in the Southwest Po.o1Iic Al'ea . Sixty- six B-24 ' e from Worotai 

and Palau together with medium bombers and fighters from othor bases 

attacked airfields, rdlro&de and bridgee in the llanila area. Twenty-six 

ene"'l' planea •re destroyed, 21 ot t hem on the ground at Clan< Field; 

"" loat six. 

2 . llr 7 January an Leyta, resistance in tho llah1.laca-llount llugonoe 

sactor was brokan, lloppina up continued in adJacent a.-.ae . Seatte,..d 

eneey groups were encountered near Villaba . 

) . On S January, 46 escorted B-2L ' s att acked Iwo J:lma, which was 

elso bombarded hy our naval units . One enemy plane was shot down; ono 

o! our fighters was lost . llarine planes raided Yap and Babelthusp. On 

6 Jamary, l S B-24' e again attacked I wo Jima and !:lghtera a truck Wotje 

and Bahelthusp. On the night of 7 January, two !!-29's attacked an 

areenal at Nagoye. 

EASTER!! FllO!i'l' 

On 8 January 1 on the northem bank of the Danube 1 the Red A1'llllf 

advance wae within seven 111lee o! Komarom. In Yugoslavia, Partieane 

captured 81jelo Polje . 

1 . On 1 Ilacaber 191W1 t.be Allied Air Forcee invontory o! ccabat 



I 
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and transport airplanes JMaUOd the lSO,OOO l evel. 
wae aa foll.O'fl'at 

Aireral't. 

us Arrri¥ Sl-,979 
US Na"7 2712)0 

79,209 
IW' )l, S05 
Royal !11eet Air Arm 6, 041 

37, 546 

~d Air Forces 26,700 

others ( inc1u<lin8 
British Dominions) 

6, 896 

l!i(), 351 

Tho diatribution 

l'ltrcent!:ll! of Total 

35% 
18% 

53% 
21% 
J!! 

25% 

18% 

J!! 
l.OO% 

2 . The Secretary of 'll'ar and the Seeret.ary ot Navy have agreed upon a 
joint Liquidation Commission as the aaency responeible for diaposal of 
ovoraeas aurplue property, llajor General Donald H, COMoll,y, fonoerly 
ca:nanding the Persian ~! COOIDalld hae arrived in Washington to aeBUJOO 
the position of Deputy COBiiss ioner . 

) . The Chief of Stat! hae apprond the eetablielullent o! an O!!icer' a 
Honorary Retired List. The purpose 1e to enable offi cers to retain sa. ---... 
connection with the Army e.tt.er their ret\ll"ll to civil lite. ,/' 

s 
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EUROPEAN THEATER 

lllCLASSlFIZD 
daD ~ttor , 6-8-?1 

1 , n.ri.ng the 24-hour period to sunaet, 6 Jatluary, waathe1· limited 
the Tactical llr Forcea to S.38 aortioa . 

That ~t, 4S6 RAP heavy bCIIIlbera attacked Hanau and ita rail 
yarde . The rill yo.rde at lleuu were banbod by 1.39 othere . SiX banbors 
are aiea1ng . 

Next dlzy, 1,072 escorted 8th Air Force heavy bcaboro were air­
borne to attack cOill:1lWJi.cationa east or the Ardennes salient, 1n the 
Straabourg-$tuttgart area, and in the Cologne- Bielefeld area . Seven 
banbera and one f i&nter are mining. 

n.r1ng tho 24-hour period ending at 0600, 6 January, two fly1ng 
bombs !ell 1n Antwerp and one in Liege . Nine rockets and 29 tlying banbs 
landed in scattered areu behind the front. 

n.r1ng t ho 24-hour period encU.na at 0600, 7 January, thirteen 
rocket• fell in &.glatld, of which !our reached tho London area . 

2 . By 1200 hours on 7 January, our First Arn~J', continuing ita attack 
on t ho northern tlank o! t ho Ardennes salient, had driven within one lllilo 
o! Violsalm and gained up to two miles along a 2S...,1le front extending 
weat to 1/.arehe eutt1ng tho V1olsalm-L&8:>ehe hi&h~. Oil the south em 
tlank, the Third Arfey ude sli&ht gaino in the area not o:! S.stOSN . 

South o! B1tsch, our Seventh Amy isolatad 17ingon and advanced 
two ailos north against oti!! resistance repulsing a boa")' counterat tack . 
Other alemanta of the Seventh Arwif had prewnted aey substantial weotwar4 

1 

~ 
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expansion o! the Gei'IIM bridgehead northeu t of Straabour&1 but the 
enelll)' occupied seven 110re ailea along the west banlc of the Rhine to a 

;yx1••m depth of two miles . South of Strasbourg, a tank-supported 

attnck in the lleunld.rch area foraedchfendini French troops to withdrew 

sli&htly. 

1 . IN.ring the 2h-hour period endina at lBOo, 6 January, nather 
restricted the Tactical Air Foree to 17.3 sorties. Coawnieations, dulq:>s, 

oil tanks, guns and shippin& ware attacked 1n the Genoa area . An air-

craft carrier was set on fire and other crart, u well as shore inltalla-

tiona, •ere ~ed. Weather srounded the Balkan Air Force . 

Next ~. 15th Air Force operations were again cancelled because 

or weather . 

2. rur1ng the 2h-hour period end.ina at 1200 hours, 7 January, rain 

and heavy anow limited activity on the Italian trent to patrolling. 

ASWIC THEATER 

l . On 5 January, the Eutam Air Ca1111and flow l , 7Jl sorties, o! which 

567 were t.actieal. He&'f)' ~rs contimled to attack the an~a..SS.. rail 

line. 

flew 1.3, 1.47 tactical and supply ocrtioa-the largut number over flown in 

2 
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tM Aaiat.to lbN.ter in an equhal.mt. period. Of tM.u 9,923 "Were no.n 

b7 us phnea and 3,$2.1. by tho PAP. In Wt. nek a:1 oll- tbe hiah tar a 

•tnsle dt.y . .. al•o ruched. wUb .ore t.han 2,1$0 40r1.1 ... 

) . On S and 6 January, t.he l..Lt.h .ur Force n .. l2S orrenaive aort.tou . 

Princi~ ta.rget.s wen a.lrd.~•• at. SMAh Bt.y, Ranlc<M, 1\tchq, a.nd 

S1hs1ans, a bri~e •t Dara, and the Sittet.M.a locClllot.in re}ll'i.r ~CIPtl • 

4 . - 6 J.altWU"7, Chin••• tarc..a tn. the fbatno-NIIIIhlwl t-eed.t.d 

t.umc~d ewth, pouing NUihka:1 en t.be wut, t.o reach the Shlfoli P.ive.r ae•EIIl 

ll1lea DOrt.l1 or Mana 11'1. Ot.h<tr t..roopt had r"cMd Mong 'IJ1 trc:m the wat. 

'Jo.-t ot tho Irri!IQ44y, Brit.1ab patrols ma.d.e oont.aet. wit.h cnamy torcce 

•i&ht ailea noKMaa·t. or Shwebo. 

PJ.CIPlC AND SCll'l'HifEST PACIPIC 'l'a&A.!RRS 

·tncluclirl6 UO by bet.vy ~en wh1ch at.ntclc Cl.&rlc, N1el•on and Nichola 

•~• neu M&Dila; ~LCN than 100 ... ,.. nown by Soloaone-b&aed plan•• · 

'J'wcty ~.ee pl.Mu wen~ du·t.royed, 18 or thsB 01'1 the gro.Jnd; wo lot:t. 

..... 
2. en 6 J&nuazy, our troope oa ~ &t.keked well-mt.r-enohed pooit.iona 

m t.he ttOTU!&All:t. alopu ot Mount JLuconoe, eut or an.oe. D.in I~ ott 

tbt aout.hwes~ coa.at or Wirtdoro ..._ reoonnoiter.d wttbwt !'1tuu.na ~ en~. 

) 
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) , Post al se1-vico trorn tho United States t o liberated port1oi14 ot 

the Philippinoa will be reaWIOid on 12 J&l'IUary, Initially tho service 

will be reopened to ~. Samar and llindoro and be lillited to firat 

clue au.rface lll&ll , 

4 . An unoppoeed lanclini wu JD&de 1 January on Fate Island 1n tho 

Caroline a . Very alight reaie tance waa met and overcome on 3 January, 

On 7 January, Soviet forcea advanced al~ the nortbem bank o! 

the Do.mbe to within ten ailea of K........,, but were !creed to withdr&lf 

aouth of the r iver, abandoning EastergCI01. 

4 
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1. ~in& the 24-hour period to 11\U\aet, !) January, the Tactical 

.u.r Forces n ew 2, 728 sortie a. CCIJIII'Ul\icatian canters an<! rail. tarssts 

in and behind the Ardennes salient, airtieldls, anoey strong pointe, and 

billet.in& areas f'rao .Uaace to Holland "" att&eked, aa "" roelcat-

leuneh.ine inatal.lationa in Holland. Seven enmov &irerart ""re deetray'8dJ 
we loet fifteen. 

'n>e ......, ~ 1 1!)1 RA.F bea-.y bCIIIber a at t&c\cad r ail. inatalle tiona 

at Lu<lllri8eha!an. That n:lsht 399 heavy bco:bera attacked Hannover, and 

131 attacked troop ccneentratiCIUI at Hou.t!alize in the Ardennes aalient . 

Sixty-111ne lloaquitoea hit Berl in . Foor eneey plenes n re destroyed; 36 

bombers are lliasin&. 

On 6 JIIDilary, 816 eeeorted 8th .lir Foree heavy bombers attacked 

rail bridges and rail eentare in areas near K.arleruhe, llannheia, Koblanz 

and Cologne . Seven bcabers are miss in& . ~in& !) J&.ml&l'T oper a tiona, 

an additional five bombers wre lost. 

~ the 24-hottr period eJ'lding at 0600, 5 January, two N>Cketa 

and three !lyi.ng bocnba fell in .lnt...,rp, and six !lying bombs f ell in 

Lieca. FOW' rockets and 38 t1,y1.nc bcmba landed in areas oloae to .lnt-ftrp 

and Liege , 

~ the 24-bour period eJ'ldin& a t 0600, 6 January, !in 

rockets fall 1n England. Ncne reached Londcn. Twelve t1y'1ng bomb& 

... re launched qainat England, o! wbich !our ll&4a land!all. lbrea 

landed in the Londcn area. One of the laun~ aircraft waa destroyed. 

1 
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2 . 'l'o 1200 hours on 6 JanuarT, our l'1ret Arrq conti.nwld ita 

attack on tho northern t1&nk o! the Ardennes salient and had advanced 

general.lJ- to a lllloX1J:nma ot a mUe and a hal£ alona a front extending 

aouthweat .trom Stavelot tor aome 18 mUee. IXIr attack met heavy 

reaiatance and wu hampered by mine tielda, inclement weather, and poor 

vieiblli ty. To the wet, the enmey -• reaieting atrcngq bet-.een 

!Iarche and St. lt.lbert. We repllsed a counterattack in thia area. 

IXIr S.wnth Arrq checked .1\l.rt.her e:xpanaion ct the eneey'1a drive 

aouth ot 81tach and counterattacked ncrtbeaat o! Wingen, gaining about 

two llil.ea. Othe.r COWiterattacks to the north wre preventing ezpansion 

o! the eneoq' a oaatern !lank. 

A.ttacldng acroaa a Rbine River bridgehead ten mllea northeast 

ot Straabcurg, the Germano advanced four mUoe weat toward Brumath and 

three mllea north toward Bischweiler . 

'l'he tiret hench Arrrr:f hae taken over reeponaibility tor an 

add1ticaal area in Alaace, in.cluding the city ct Straebcurg. 

1. lb.~ the 21J-honr period endl.nc at 18oo, S Jaruary, the 

Tactical .u.r l"oroe, restricted by weather, !lew 213 sorties , ma1nl.y in 

auppcrt ot our ground torcea in the eaatem sector ot the Italian trent. 

n.a llalkan Air Force new JS sorties againat taresta in Yugoslavia. 

lW-1ng the n1j!ht o! 4 Janu&l')', Strategic bombers dropped l .S2 

tone on the latieana rail bridge, on the Paclta-'l'rieate line. '!'he next 

dl(f 122 tons wre dropped oo a rail bridge at Doboj in 1\lgoela'fia. 

2 
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Q\ 6 Jamary, all lSth .ur Force operat.iona wore cancelled 

beoauoo o! weather. 

2. lb' 1200 hcuro on 6 January, C&nedi&n ~ had reached the 

Ad:riat.ic coaot at Foce-del-R.eno soo:>e 1) 1111leo northoaot of Ravenna. 

Two oJtal.l-scalo ra1da oo ro,.,....d poaitiona to the """t and nortn or 

Baanecavallo wore repulsed. Q\ tha F1!th Ar1:Qr trent there was no 

cl\aq!e . 

ASI.U'IO l'f!EU'ER 

1 . ~q 4 Jaou.ary the 14th .ur Force new aQIO uS o!.tenai'fe 

sorties destroying br1dgeo, rolling atook and four ene~ planes, snd 

in wpport o! ChJneae troope along the a. ...... Road. 

Q\ tho same ~, tho Eutern .ur C"""""'d !lew 1 , 7!!1. eortioa 

o! 'IIIU.cn 469 ..,.,.. tactical. Heavy bomber a continued to at tack tarseta 

on tho a......-a1a11 rail line and hit wPJ>4' cllq>e on tho Arakan ooaot . 

LiChter places struck in tho .llo;rab area, wpported the other t'ronta, 

and made numerouo attacks alo"6 tho Irrawacld;r. 

~q tl!a 6 Jamary ~29 strike against inQietrial targete 

in Japan (prnioo.aq repOrted), 28 ai.rcrett bolobed Olaura, ll bombed 

Nan~, China, 1nd eix struck unapeci!ied targets o! opportunity . Q\e 

(probahl,y eix) anoov planoe ..,.,.. shot doom. One ~29 1a miad.na. 

That - ~. two ~251'• bued in China boabed rail and 

J>C7Qr 1natallet1ona at Laoyao oo the northeastern China coast . 

) 
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14 llllles south of Tag8UJ'l8. On the Arakan front, British forces advancing 

aouth along the Kaladan were 10 llllles north o! ltroheung . 

PACIFIC AND SOUTIMEST PACIFIC THEATERS 

1, lllring the period 3-5 January, more than fnJ additional sorties 

were flown . Airdromes on the Philippines were attacked, and shore 

installat ions 1n Borneo, Ballllahera, New Britain, Timor, and N"" Ouinea 

119re also raided. Fourteen ene"'Y planes ....,re destr~d; ...., lost t wo. 

Antiaircr aft f ire shot down two en9"1Y pl anes du.ring a rai d on our s hipping 

at lolindoro . 

2. On Leyte during 5 January, mopping-'llp continued east and north­

east ot: Ormoc. 

J , On both 3 and 4 January, Paoifia-area heavy bombers s troek 

Iwo Jima, 

EASTERN FRONT 

On 6 January, Axis forces were counterattacking the Soviets on the 

front west of. a>dapeet , 

4 
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1 . ~ the 24- hour period to aunset, 4 January, the Tactiof.l. 

Air Forces new 713 sorties , chie!l,y 1D suppert of the Firat Canac!iAn , 

tha US SeTenth and the rirat French Aralies , Fighter bast..ra struck 

at rocket sites in Holland. Ten enelll)f planes were shot down; we lost 

three . 

IUrin& t he n~ht of 4 January, J47 R.U' heavy baobera and seven 

llosquitoes attacked Royan nor thwes t of Bordeaux, Wl\ich was reported occupied 

onlJ b:f Ge:rcan troops. ruty-e~ht llo.quitoea bcabed Berlin. 

On 5 January, 1 ,027 escorted 8th Air Force heavy baobers attacked 

CCIIIIIl\lrlicatiOD cantera northeast and eaat of the Ardennes af.l.ient, and 

rail yards and airfields in the Ka1aeralautern-Frankturt-Koblenz area. 

Five enoey planes Wllra destroyed, Our known 1osees are eeven baobers 

and two fi<lbtera . 

IUring the 24-hour period ending at 0600 on 4 January, one rocket 

~ fell in Antwerp, 12 fiy1ng basbs fell in Liege and seven rockets and 1.6 

!l,y1ng bcabs tall in ae&ttered areu behind the trent . 

IUrins the 21.-hour period ending a t o6oo on 5 January, l4 rockets 

!ell in Engla.nd, ti've r eaching London , 

2. IUring the 21.-hour period ending a t 1200 ho\U's on 5 January, our 

rirat loriq cont inued ita attack 011 the northern fianlc ot the .lrdennee 

salient. Heavy opposition, mine.!ial ds, unfavorable terrain and bed 

weathe r sl.,...d oparationo. Naverthf.l.asa, a~t gline were ude generall,y 

alq the l1Da tl'ao Stanlot to llochatort. nu-., counterattacks north 
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and weat ot Viuaala ,..,..., rep.~laed . On tbe aouthern flanlc of the aali.ent 

there waa no aubate.nti.al chanae . 

On the Seventh J.:rtq front the e~1a penetration was being 

checked about ten miles eouth ot Biteoh. In Aleaee , the Germano retook 

Neunkiroh, northeast of Se1eetat. 

1. llurillg the 2~-bour period ending at 1800 on ~ Je.nuary, the Tactical 

Air Force new 1 ,21.8 oorties . Among these , llo mediwn b<lllbers attacked 

t&rgete on the BreMer line, destroying bridses e.nd a viaduct . llore than 

780 fighter s and !ighter- ballbere strttck at l ines ot comnun.ication and 

bridges 1n the Po Valley, and wpported ground opera tiona in tho area 

f%'<ll!l lmola to Lugo . The Balkan Air Force, !lying 1SS sorties , att acked 

targets 1n northem lusoslavia. ll'e lost 17 planes. 

The lStb Air ~·orca was hampered b,y weather on S January , Thirt;y­

dx fi&hters bombed a rail bridge at Doboj 1n lugoalavia . 

2 . At 1200 hours on S January, the Bi&htb J.:rtq had cootinuad ita 

northeutward advance in the area north ot RaveMa, s t rengthening the 

bridgehead ac:roaa the Boni.tica Canal and raachi.q; S . Alberto on the Valli 

d1 C<lll&ochio, An en0111)' counterattack nat of S . Alberto waa beaten of!. 

British armored eloo:ente thrust aut to i!andriole . Hea"7 fiej:lting north­

east of Faanza ;yiA>lded local caina. Activity on the FU'th Arr:t;y front was 

confined to patrolling . 

2 
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l . During .3 January, the Eastern Air Comt~Md new 991. sorties of 

which 1.68 were taoti cel . The weight of these atteeks fell on rail 

targets through centr al and sout hern Burma, trackage and a bridge on 

the Bangkok-llouln>ein line, and a rail bridge near llandaley- being sever eq 

damaged. 

2. Fo~ J January, the ll.th Air Force reported Jl offensive sorties . 

In the Bankow area a 150-foot steamer and six amaller shi ps were sunk, 

dock areas bad:cy damaged and three enGJey" planes destroyed . Thirteen 

ene.ey planes were destroyed at Teinan . A 200-foot vessel was sunk in 

the South China Sea. \Ve lost two fight ers . 

J . ~ 4 January, Japanese troops had recaptured Wanti.ng , on the 

Burma Road, but Chinese forces had cleared the ene.ey fran lleng Mao, 16 

miles southwest. On the Irrawaddy f r ont, the Cninese exte.nded their 

advance some nine miles ~outh of Tonklfa, and British t r oops along the 

a>rma railwey- were within t welve miles of Shwebo without opposition . 

The Alliee made further unopposed landings on Alcyab Island, half of llhich 

is now 1n their hands. 

1.. Preliminery report f or 6 January s tates that 48 ll-29 ' e from 

China were airborne to attack machine work& at Tachiarai and the Qnura 

aircraft plant in Japan . 
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1 . n.r1na the period 3-4 January, sane .300 eort1eo were nown 

1n the S011thweot Pac11'1c Area, p.r1nc1p&ll¥ asainst a1rf1olda in tho 

l'bilippinoo, Where eight ~ planes _,.. ohot down and 30 destroyed 

on the ground near l!&nil&. 

2 . On 3 January, "e mlde unopposed landings at &ens. vista on 

southW1!tstem llarincmque, and at llamburao an northwestern llindoro. !lat. 

c~a.Y, there wore sharp ongace:cents at Paluan on northwestern llindoro, 

and minor contacts elsewhere on the islGnd. On Leyto , mopping up 

continued; " ' attacked stubbornly resisting pockets northeast or Ormoc 

Ba7· 

J . On II January, !our B-:?9 ' e on individual weather missions bol-lbod 

Nagoy& and Osaka. Twenty-two fighters attacked a biv011ae area on 

Babelthuap. 

ElSTERII FlllNT 

There waa no o:4:n1!1cant c~u~Jlae on the eastern tront clur1.n& S Januuy. 
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l . runns the 24-hour period to 11\lll .. t 3 .lmuary, weat her liooited 

tbe tactical Air Forces to .344 sorties. Light and aediwo b<abera a t tacked 

the Hou!tal1M cClOI!IUllJ.cati on center in the Ardennes salient. Other planes 

atruelc a t r&J.l tazaets in t.he FreJ.burs area. 

Tho same ~, 91 heavy bombers of the RAF a t t acked benzol plant s 

a t caatrop-Rauxel an<l Dortmun<l. 

8t h .ur Foree operations on L January were cancelled because o! 

t.he weatt.r. 

n.r1na tbe 24-hour perio<l enclin& at 060o, 3 January, tbree rockets 

an<l seven tl,yin& ba:lb3 tell in Antwerp. Five tl.y1.ng baabs tell in Liege . 

Twel ve r ockets an<l 66 tl.y1.ng bombs tell in areas near Antwerp an<l Liege . 

!»ring the 24-hour porio<l ending at 06oo, 4 January, seven rockets 

toll in southea1t Engl.an<l, two landing in Lon<lon . 0! 52 tl.yin& bcabs 

plotte<l, 18 lan<le<l in Dlgl.an<l, incluclin& one in Lon<lon; 19 were <lastroye<l . 

2 . To 1200 houra on 4 January, Ye continue<! the attack on the northern 

!lank o! the Ardennes salient, but prosroaa wa.s 11mite<l by snow, rough 

groun<l and mo<larate t o st rong resistance. The advance hae reaeho<l a point 

thr.,. milea northwest of Vielsala. 5a1Al.ler gains atrai81>tene<l, and at 

s"""' pointe a<lvanoecl, our line extenclin& weatward t o a point one and one-

bal! allea soutbeaat ot llarehe. Two cou.ntarattacks were repubed north 

o! LaRoche . 

Throuah heavy, f alling snow our f orces advanced up to t wo ailes 

on a five -mile tront northwest ot S.. t oane, repulsing a counterattack . 
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In Lorraine heavy fiahting took place in tho area southeast o! 

Saargemund, An animO' raid at Kelllba, on the RUne southeast of !.!ulhouae, 

""" repulsed. 

1 . During the 24-hour period ending at 1800 on ,3 January, the 

Tactical Air Force n..w 1 ,192 aort.iea , One lrundred and thirty mediua 

b011bers attacked rail bridgea near Padua and an ~tion du::tp at 

Bologna, and 41 others bombed the raUyard at Zidanillloot in northern 

Yugoslavia; oM Paclua bridge was comple tely destroyed. Soce 900 lighter 

planes attacked cOI!IIlUJlicationa in tbe Po V~ey, al<qt the Brenner route 

and in Yugoslavi&, and gave aupport to our ground 1'orcoo , The Balkan 

Air Force now 66 sortieo , bombing and strafing rail taraets in Yugoolavi&. 

One oDIIJIY plane was deatroyed; we lost nine . 

On Ia January, 49u escorted 15th Air Force heavy bombers attacked 

raUyarda 4nd bridges in tho Pndua-Bobano-Verona area . Four banbers and 

ooe f'ighter are lllissing . 

2. By 1200 hours on Ia January, Canadian troopo o! the Eighth 1m;r 

had made two crosaings o! the lloni!ica Canal northweat of Ravenna and 

had 'ridened their oalient gaining two and one-half miles to the cut. A 

•troolll COIUit.erattack ••t ot Conventello wae rapulaed. South or Cat11J1ola 

tbey drow ,..st one IIllo along a three-mile !rnnt, ..ttile British troopa 

north o! Faenaa advanced three milea on a one-milo trnnt east of tho 

2 
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Senio River. South ot X.Ola , tour en~ raids ...,,.. beat-en ore. The 

Fi!th J.rrq repuleed raids aouth and oouthwut or Bologna • 

.I..SIATIC THE.U'!R 

1 . ~ 2 January, the Eastern .ur COIIIDand n ew 1 , S49 sortiea, ot 
which 477 ,.. ,.. tactical. Heavy, medium ..,d !igbtar bombers severely 

dacaged railroad tracks lU1d bridges 111 au- and supported the Allied 

ground torceo . 

In the 18 IlacGber attack on Hankow by B-2!, ' s and B-29'• a 

waterfront area of more than JOO acres containing >farehouses , factories 

and office buildings, 2.) a team launches, th!'ee noating d.rydocks; and 

21 (probablJ' 4b) en_. aircra!t were deot royed. 

During 1 and 2 January, the Uth .ur Force n ew meN than 100 

otfenoive eorties , att acking traillo and ....,.ehouses 111 the Yangtze River 

area; 2S anem;y aircraft wore deatro-.red on the ground at Sucbow airdr<l:e. 

2 . On ) Januuy, Allied troops landed on AJQ-ab u1and, and occupied 

• Tha,yettabin unopposed. Britieb patrols advancing southeast frcm tho 

Chindodn River reached ll&unadaung. L1iht OJ)I>Oeition waa encountered by 

torc:ea acl'lano1nc an Shnbo tNa Teu, w!\ilo patrols advanc1ng down the 

aJ.nla r a1l.WIO' ,..,.. within 16 111leo o! Shwabo. Chinese forces west of 

the Salween ' 'her bad oooupiod Want1ng, on the au- Road, following 

Japaneao ovuuaUon. Wantin& ia t he junction point ot the Ledo Road and 

tho au- Road . 
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PAOD'IC AND OOUTfiiiEST PACIFIC THEATERS 

1 . !»ring tbe period 2- 3 J11111ary 1110re than )(XJ sorties were nown. 

Shippina, aircSraoea and •"""'Y inlt&llatioru~ in the l'hUippinea , Borneo, 

llalaaheru and N"" Guinea were attacked. <me large and tour 8IUll 

fre:l&htera, one oeaplane carrier and ll small craft were 111nk, and a 

number of others damaged, principall y ott western Luzon. 'nl1rty- !our 

eneJ:tY planea were destroyed; we lost three. We also loat l) airplanes 

by ""01:11' raids on our airdra.ea on Uindcro and Leyte . 

2 . <m 2 January we landed a 8IUll force at VUl.aba on tbe natern 

coaat ot Leyte . Troops mopping up north and east or Qrmoc broke e"""')' 

resistance aou.thweat of Dolores, but encountered sharp reaiatance at 

MahUo.om. 

) . Details o! the ) January aiu1on show that 59 B-29'• attacked 

Nagoya and 19 others struck at alto,.te targets . 8l.even (probably 20) 

enaey planee nre destroyed . 'lfe loot live bolobere• one wu allot down over 

tbe t&rget, two eruhed at aea, and two are missing . 

On .3 January, 40 fighters attacked eneJliY aupply areao an Babelthuap . 

EASTERII Fr«lNT 

The eituation on tb1a front .-!ned substantially unehanaed an 

4 .l&rAia.r7. 
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l. Dur1ns tho 2h- hour period to owuot, 2 Jo.nunry, tho Tactical 

<lir Forces nw 2,14? eort.ies . Rail, cor.r.umico.tion and eupp:cy tal'8ets 

in tho l<aiearslnutom area and behi:'ld tho Arde1'1!1as salient 'II'Ora bombed. 

Fourtoon ona~ aircraft ...,re shot dolm . 110 lost 21. 

Durina tho night of 2 JanlUU'y, Sl4 l!.AF he&V'/ bo::bors attacked 

llurnberc, and 373 others attacked a cho!:lical !actocy At Lud>d.gsha.fon . 

Bazbina .,.... visual, and excellent concentrations ,.,.. reported in both 

attacks. l:l.ght;y- tour losquitoes raided Sorlln, •:anau and Cutrop F.auxel, 

and accompanied the ha&'l)' bombers . Three en""<l' planes wero destroyed; 

six bombers and two t.:osq-..dtoos were lost . 

Tho noxt cla,y, 1 ,16) escorted 8th Air Foreo hoo.vy botnbers were 

airborno to attack rail Y"rds in tho F'rnnl<!urt-Knssal-cologno area , 

comunication cantor" and rail tar get3 in tho Oal:'lliD.tl salient, and sicilar 

targets in tho S:l'U'bru<:lton-Kaisorslautem area , All raoults wore un-

observod . Two ·~ plnnos ""re sr.ot d<mn. Three bomberu and oeven 

!1gbtora are a1u1nc. 

Durin& tho 2'•-hour period end1J1& at 0600, 2 January, one rockat 

and two flyin:: ~bl i'ell in Ant-nerp , S.?en f'l,yino; bombs f'ell in Liege . 

One rocket and 6o !lring bombs tell in areas outside Antwerp and Liege . 

Durin:! tho 2u-hour period to 06oo, J JMIIllry, o1ght rockota tell 

in .England. 

2. During tho 211- hour period end1nc nt 1200 houro on 3 January, 

tho en""U was exertina hoavy pressure against our Sevonth An1:f 

1 
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on the tront be""en Saarsemund end 11e\U1horcn. One penetration had 

reached Achon, ten aUeo wot of Bitoch, and the other had been 

J"'•hed six 11Ues south of Bitech along a front extending six mUeo 

eaet. 8c:t u'tn'' iiOt~i aw\ 11 Haeeeaa hau beec wUhd=xn +a 

Wcsh.ob lJ:no posi,i:eou , abcub lioe m:t1es fi lthiaa F• &teo ale•e 11 cunrl"a 
)6 znd:1& 11 cu t-.. 

OUr First and Third Armies continued their attacks against tho 

Ardennes salient . The Firat .l.ney, str~ between St&velot and l.:&rehe, 

made gains of !'rao one to three miles al0fl8 a l5'-1121le front, and, in the 
area southeeet or ll4lmecty, reJ"'laed a German att.ack . To the west, t'llrther 
progreso ......, ll&de south ot Rochefort , Our 'nlird Arley continued to make 

local t:aine in the area between St. ~\~bert and Butc«fte and bo.d driven 

a wedge SOile four .. u e o northeast or Bast ogne . 

1 , turing tho 21J--hour peri od ending at 18oo, on 2 January, the Tactical 
I Air Force tlow 85'2 s orties, principal.JJo in attacks against comunieatiano 

in the northwestern Po Valley, and along the Brenner rout,a . Weat her grounded Mdium ba:lbero , aa well ao the Balkan Air Foree . 
On .) Ja.m.-T7, lSth Air Foree ~ratiano ... ro cancelled for tho 

fifth consecutive da.y because of weather . Reconnaissance showed coneid-

arable daaago to Regenaburg and Kolin oil plants aa a reeult or 28 Dec•ber 
attacks . 

2. By 1200 on .) January 1 Eighth A:nri:t troops , pressing their at t.ack 

2 
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nortbeut of Convent..Uo, had driven mead three .Uea to t!te Bonitica 

c.n.J. . Ena;y raicll north of Bagnacavallo ... re repulaod. Northeast of 

henu, Britilh troopa made local gains and repelled a counter attack . 

On the Fifth Aney front, minor attacks were repulsed eouthwest 

ot lmola and weet or the Bologna-Florence highway. 

ASIATIC T!!EAl'ER 

1 . J:W-in& 1 Jara>ary the Butern Air Ccx:mand reported 695 sorties, 

ot wbieh 272 were tactical . lfea'IJ' bcolbero oeveral,y ...._..d tour bri(\teo 

on the lloW..ein..U..,.lcok railway and attacked ohippin& aQith or l!wlaein, 

oinking two coastal vessels and da:nagina aeftn others . 1Led1um -bero 

and tightere attaclced targets on the Sal...,en and Chin<lwizl fronts and 

strafed road, rail and river tra!tic through central Burma. 

2. 1\Y 2 January, four different Britioh columna between the Chindw'in 

and Irrandey Rivera had extended their southward aclvt.neee . From west to 

east, aclvanea al"""'nta of these columna were five 11ilea awthweet or Seclaw, 

a aile aouth of Ieu (which was occupied), 20 .Uee awthaaat of Kanbelu, 

and en the Irrawa~ River e.ight .Uea south of Tag•Wll • Wllat of the 

Ch1nd11'1n, Wild tor<>ea repulsed an attaelc in the area of Oangaw, which 

11 en tho l(yittha River. 

PACIFIC AND SOUTRIIEST PACMC TK!!4l'ERS 

1. A tragmantacy report atetea that cklrlng the period 1-2 Jt.nuary 

acme 220 additional aortiaa were flown 1n the Southweet Pacitic attacking 
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ebipping, and airfielda in t he Pbil1ppinee, Celebes, T:ln:or and New 

Guinea areae . One smell freighter and seven l ighter cra.f't were sunk , 

and other vessels set a£ire . One ensll\Y plane was destrcyed) we lost 

seven. 

2 . There was no report ot any grcund a ction in this area. 

3 . On 1 January, 26 heavy bomber• attacked air installations on I wo 

J:ln:a . On 2 January, 12 heavy bombers s truck Haba J ima, 14 again hit 

Iwo J:ln:a, and 22 fighters att acked Rota, Yap and Babel thuap. 

EASTERN FROm' 

West of & dapest on 3 January, continued Gem an at tacks f orced the 

Soviets t o give ground s outheast of Kanarno. To the northeast, the Rod 

Al'1l\Y made minor gains toward Losonc . In Budapest i tself, heavy f ight ing 

continued. 

4 
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'l'h.ree l&z1:e balloona apparently of Japaneee or~in havo been re­

cov.red on the west coaat; one at sea on I; lloveaber, one on 11 llecet:ber 

in llontan., and one on Jl Deceaber in Oregon. ~ tour other occ&eiOIUI 

balloona have been sighted. In addition, tollowinl!; reports of explodona 

a1x 111U ea northwest ot Ther~~opol1a, lfyQIUng, on 6 November 1944, trag­

mente of a Japanese bomb were found in the area. It 1a possible that 

the enea;y 1a udng those balloons to collect data tor the tuture systematic 

dispatch ot others . 

1 . ~ 2 January, 11012 escorted 8th Air Force bClmbero attacked 

COIII!lunication centers and rall yarda 1n the Tr 1er-Koblcnz- Bonn area, and 

1netallations along the Siegfried line. Two enezny planes '"'re destroyed. 

lfe l oet nine bcoobera and one f i&hter. 

A revised report ot 8th Air Force operat101111 on ll Doce:Jber 

raioee the total of en""',Y planee destroyed to 87 ( inetaad of S2) . Our 

lose appears now to be 28 bombers . 

Durine 1 Janual')', the RAP distributed more than l , SOO tone ot 

bombs on the Ellla Canal at Ladbergen, the lolitt elland Canal at Gravenhorat, 

a rallwq canter near Solingen, and a coldng plant at Dortolund. l!osqui toee 

.,..cuted low-lsval attacka OD tumele on rallway linea eupplying the 

Oenu.n o!Ieneive, and raided Kanau and !lannov.r, Nine hea..,. bc:abera 

and three llosquitose wens lost . 

OUring the 24-hOIIr pariod to sunset, 1 January, t he Tactical Air 

- 1 -
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Forcea n., J , 7W. aorUee. .,.,.. than 1,200 tone o! l>aobe were dropped 

on rocket inetol.lotione, rail yardo, bridaee, eupply du.mpe and eomuni-

cation centers, the main wsiaht of the attacks falling in the Aachen 

salient. Koa.y strafill& o! our air inotallatiorus in Belgiua and Holland 

reoulted in the deatruetioo of 168 of our aircraft. Ant.iaireraft fire 

destroyed !,J. o! the r aiding planes . ~inS the day the Tactical Air 

Forces ehot down 92 enemy aircraft; we lo•t 27. 

IW'1Jlg the 2h-11our period• endioc at 06oO, l January, one rocket 

and three 1'l,7ing boobs !all in Antwerp. Four flying beebe !all in Li e&• · 

Twelve rockete and 58 baabs !ell neartbeeeboo citieo. 

n>.r1na tho 2h-bour period ending at 06o0, 2 January, two rockete 

tell in Etlcl&nd. 

2. ~ing the 24 hour a ending at noon, 2 January, our First and Third 

Armiee continuod their preeoure againat the Ardennes oalient. A local 

gain "*" •<II b)' the Firet ~ ooutb or llarche . Allied patrols are now 

operating in the area exteoclin& t'be milo a eouth rra. Rochefort . The 

Third Army made local advllllcos to the northeast of Baotogne and generally 

along the line between Baatosne and St . Hubert againat heavy reeiotance . 

The ·-""" accreeeive &lema our Seventh ~ tront in tho 

Sear . The tv Corps repul,.d five attacke to the n ot of Saarbrucken; we 

withdrew appr ox:l.matoly ono lllile along a four....Ue !rant and were reeiating 

strong preowre. Nortl!out of Saarg-.nd, a Oenaan effort to eroos the 

BUas Ri ... r na repulsed, but to the out the en~ bald hia gaine south 

a! the River. The VI Corpo withdrew elightly rra. ita poeitiona in the 

area southeut of Biteoh. 
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There was no a1l!n1!1cant chan& a on the reoaincler of the wee tern 

1 . IW'1n& tho 2u-hcur period •ndin& at 1800, 1 Jarnwoy, the Tactical 

Air Force flow 638 sorties. Rail bridge a between Verona and Bergamo were 

attacked b)' medium bombers, and liflht bomber s struck at rail and read 

tranaportaticn 1n the Po Valley and northeast Italy, and rail yerda near 

ll1l.an and Trevi.eo. Some 6$0 fiflhtera and fighter bollbera operated 1n 

close support of the F1tth and Eiflhth Arllies . Ballcan Air Foree operati ons 

• ere cancelled. !bring this period we lost five planes. 

On 2 J&nU&ry', 15th Air Force operations were cancelled !or the 

f ourth ooneeautivo day becauae of weather . 

2, .Qy 1200 hours, 2 January, Canadian troops of the Ei gt>th A11l\Y 

had a ttacked nortlro'eat of l!aTaM& and advanced approxa&tel;r one aile, 

capturing Conventello; the trent extancled three miles southweet, cutting 

acrose the h1£h'"-Y to Ferrara . The Fifth Arm;r repuleed tW"O .....U r aids, 

one near the hiflhway running aouth from Bologna, the other near the high-

.-ay running eouthweat fra!l Bologna to l'iato1a. 

ASUTIC THF.\'I'ER 

1 . Photoe of the 2 January B- 29 attack on a rail bridge near 

Bengkck allowed one direct hit and eeveral near odseeo; the northern 

approach na cut 1n several p1acea . 
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2. im'l.n£ )l December, the Eut.e.m Air Cocmand flew 1 , 624 sorties, 

o! whl.ch 600 ..,.,.. tactical . Heavy balbere attac:l<ed ah.ippilll! aouth of 

Blt.Jial<ok, probal>JJ' ainldn;; a largo t're1&hter , lledimo b<l:lbera and tlgbtere 

attacked eneJII)' treOp concentrations in tho Al<yab area, airf'i olde through­

out central and aouthem illt'll&, and coeetal shipping aouth of Rangoon. 

) . Ill' 1 January, Allied troops on tho Chindwin front had reached 

the 16.>. River about 11 mil .. north of Yeu, without oppoaitien. To the 'llest, 

petrolo r:lC>ved eoutheaot to Sedaw, wMch they reported to be clear of 

enay. lie at ot the Ch1ndw111, Allied troops reached a cresa1nl! on the 

116nipur River 26 miles oouthweot of Kalewa. On the IrrawadciY !root, 

Chinese troops advanc:l.n& eoutheaat • ere within !our alios of ~ on 

PACIFIC AND SOUTIMEST PACIFIC THEATERS 

l . Ob ) l De<:el:lber, 11$ bclmbero, with eo fighter oscorto, etruclc 

airdranes and other 1ns t allationo on llalmahera . Attacks on Japanese 

airdraou 1n the Ph111pp1neo continued. 

2. IIY 1 January, we had succeeded 1n landing a streng patrol at 

Songabong, llindore. Qlr forces have occupied Tabango, on the north,..st 

cout of Lqte and DOppin& up operatiene c<11t1nuod in other sectors or 

J . Ob 1 January, headquarters or the 2let Baaber C=cand wu aoved 

trOll Sa1pen to au... 





- • • • • r ,, 

4. llir1ng the night of 29-JO Deceml>or, ¢.Iring indivi<t.lal 

aieeiona, three B-29 ' a bombed the Tokyo area . On .)l DeOIIIIber, two 

othne tx.bed Nagoya. 

On 3 Jo.nuary , 97 B-29'• ot the XXI &.ber Coamand wre 

airborne to attack Nagoya, Japan. !.!oat ot the loeda conobted of 

incendi&r,y boml>o. 

l!'.LSTERN FOO!i T 

YugoelaT Partbana had occupied llokra Oora on 2 Jaro&JY; there 

were no other s1gnificant changes on the eastern h'ont. 

OEN!JW. 

1. A eaaualty report !or the period 7 December l94l to JO 1/ov­

alllber 1944 shows a total o! 49.),2.48 for all theaters, of which 6o, 98l 

were kUled in action, 28), $0$ wounded or injured, $6,68$ captured or 

intomed and 72,077 aiseing. Ot the wounded 126, $92 had been retlll"DDId 

to cllty and ll,l$4 had dild. 

273,446 of the casualties occurred in a.ropo ~d.l.)4, 640 in 

the L!editerranean Theater . The Infantry sustained some )16,000 

caeual tioa, the Air Corpe 87,000 and the Field Artillery 23, 000. 

The 29th Dirleion hae 8\llltainod the Uri .. t l'llmber ot caiN&ltiu . 

2 . The foll~ unite haYI been ordered to abarlc fr<lll .ltUI>tic 

portea loth llountain In!antl')' Division (Brigadilr General George P. Blcyo), 

t or the lleditarranean 'lbeatarJ 89th Infantry Dirleion {llajor General 'lbanaa 

D. Finley) and l)th .lrlllored Dirleion (Yajor Denaral John B. Wogan) for 
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1 , I:Uring the 24-how- period to sunaat )1 December, the Tactical 

J.1r Forces tlew 2 , 260 sorties, ch1etl)' 1J> wpport of our ground force a 

along the front fraa .Ueace to Holland. Twenty-two enemy planes were 

ahot down. We lol!'t 2S plane• . 

On )1 Deceaber, the RAP dropped 741 tons of ba!lbs en rail 

facilities near Du ... sldor!. A amall force ot llosqu1 to bocbers r aided 

Gestapo headquarters at Oslo, That night 149 heavy bomber s and 17 

llosquitooe attacked a rail)'&rd north ot Ee•en. Seventy- three lloequitooa 

bonbed Btrlin, t-.aln ot.heJ'8 raided Ludrlaehaton, and 28 bea'7 baabera 

attacked eneBIY ebipping n81r Oalo. Six bombers are missing . 

On 1 Januacy, 839 eecorted 8th Air Force hoavy bombere attacked 

oil targete in the llagdeburg-llr'l.lnswick-Hannover area, and bombed rail 

bridgea near Cologne and Koblena. The baabera shot down six eneoo;r planea, 

and escorting !18btera deetroyod 17. Prolia1nary reports 1ndieate that 

33 bombera end eight tigbtere are miaaing. Some of thaee are believed 

sate on friendly fielda . 

00111nunique reports thet on 1 January between 2!)0 and .)00 1.--cy" 

aircrott. strafed s nwober ot our airtialda in Hol.l.and and Balgiwa. Our 

fighters and antiairerott. ,..ra reported to h& ... dostroyod 12S ot tho 

attacking planes. 

During the 24-hour period ending at 0600, 31 December, two 

roclceta and two !lying b<laba fall in Ant.werp. E:laht !lying b<labs tell 

in Liege . One rocket and S3 tlJirc boaba landed 1J> scattered arou behind 

t.be !rCIIt, 
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Seven rockets fell in England during the 24-hour period 

ending at 0600, l January. 

2. In the period ending at noon 1 January, our Firat Arn\jr' s XVIII 

Corps repulsed a etrong raid on the northern fl=k of the Oerman salient 

between Stavelot and !.Iarche; our troops also att acked an en""'' pocket 

in the same area. Patrols fran the Br1ti.sh XXX Corps found the area 

three miles east ot Rochefort clear, although sll14ll enemy element• wore 

encountered northeast and southeast of the town. On the sou them flank 

ot the Ardennes ealient the VIII Corps of the Third ArriJy registered 

gains up to a mile and a hal! in the sector bet WBen St. Hubert and llastogne . 

EtleiV resistance continued heavy in this area. The III Corps maint ained 

its offensive etfort and widened its penetration eaet of Bastogne by a 

half a mile. 

~ 5aarlautern bridgehead was expanded slightly by the Thi rd 

Arn~Y's XX Corps . On the Seventh Army front, otr ong enemy raide penetrated 

our lines west of 5aarbrucken, east of 5aargemund and southeast of B1tsch. 

Fighting was still in progreso 1n oome of these eectors; other en~ 

r aide al01'18 the Sevent h Arn\jr front were repulsed. There were no changes 

on other ArrJr:1 fronte. 

1 . n.Jo1ng the 24-hour period ending at 1800, 31 December, the 

ractioal Air Force flew 1 , 337 sorties. In these operations a strong 

force of medium bombers attacked an allllllllll1t1on dump at Bologna as well 

ae railroad bridges in the Bolzano...:antua-Padua &rea. !learly 1,000 



-. """' 

__ .... 



N. BURMA --- .. ~--~ ~~[ ~• or )I or,. I 
t i'I,F u .or J Jlo/j· I 5-



~ 
t!CLASSIPJD 

08D Letter , 0-8- 71 

l~hter pl.4naa struck other ooomnmieationa en the BreMer rou t.a and 

1n the Po Vella7 and oloaa-aupport tarseta 1n the battle area. ll'aatMr 

prnented ottanliw operationa b)' the Coastal and 8&l.kan .u.r l"orcee. 

~t of our plana& are aieal..ng. 

On 1 J&mlaT71 lSt h .u.r Foroa operations were cancelled t or 

the third auoceaaive da7 becauee of waather, 

2. The Su))2'eme illied Coomandar, llediterranean '!'heater, haa approved 

reeuopt1on of Spaniah ci v1l air tr&!tic batn en the Spanish mainland 

and the Balearic Z.lande , subject to auch reatr1.ctiona and procedures 

aa the llediterranean Allied Air Forces mq :!Jopoee. 

3. In the 30-hour period ending at noon, 1 JanuaTT, the I Canadi.an 

Corps of the E:4!hth A:rTl'ilf again repuls ed ""'all enemy raids elo"i ita line 

nortbweot and west ot Ravenna, Farthar s outh, Britiah t roops 10ada local 

gains to atra:4!hten out their line east ot tho Funza- w go hichway. 'l'he 

F1.t'th Anliy continued to 1nprove ita poeitioiUI along the Serchio River 

I nortb of Lucca. 

ASIATIC 'l'KEUER 

1 . 'l'he !!&at.am .u.r C-.and flew l , 726 eortiee on 30 Dec""ber including 

636 tactical. llecl.1uJI bombere and f:4!hter bomber• continued to etrJ.Jo. at 

.,..d ltatha, on the Arakan trent and 1n tM Laahio-Ieu area. An airfield 

oouth ot llan~ oleo -• attacked. On 31 Decuber, 188 planea attaolcod 

Jap.,..eae forcoe north of Alcyab for t he third eucoeesive de,yJ one plane 

waa loat . 



• • 

'i 
.... tf 

" ' 

< • 

• • 

.. 

• 

• • 
' 

• 
' • • 

( 

CHIN A 

.. .. .. -



---

UECLASSI7III 
,.I\ • .u.,.. r -s-?a 

2. Tlw :U.th .l1r Foree nn S8 ecao~t aorti.es on 30 Do.-ber 

&g&inat eno!IQ' t argets over a wide area 1n China, French Indo-<:h1na, 

and eutem fk.Lna.a. 

Ob 31 Dece&ber, aceor<li.ng to e~e, :U.th .l1r Foree 

fighters aank two .!'reJ.&htara, probablJ- unl< another and lett a tanker 

burning 1n the Yqteo River near Hanl<ow. That night heavy bombers 

aanl< a i'Nii&hter ott l!ainan Island and lett another bu.m ing , 

) . Ob 2 Jllml&ly the 20th Bomber cc-and dispatched 48 B-29' s to 

attaek a rail brid;:e a t Bangkok. other rail in.etallationa at Rangoon 

and Baaae1n ....... deoignatwd eeeondary and l aat resor t tarpto tor the 

eperation. 

4 . ar 31 December, on the Arlkan tront the Br1t1ah force moving 

along the lla,yu River hed occupied Rathedaung and moved ecuth unopposed 

into Kudeung Ialand. Betooeen the Cbindld.n and the Irrawad(ly, illi.ed 

troop.e bad adYanced 16 ailea aoutheut ot Kan~u with011t eont.act; farther 

north the;r were mopping up encircled Jap.enoae. On the Irrawad.d,y f ront 

Allied p.etrolo oporat1113 acuth and aut ot 'I'1Da1ng roport.ad Tagaung 

and Ianbo clear or the en.,-. 

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWEST PACif'IC THEA'rERS 

1 . About l6S additional aortiea ,.. ... noom durin& tho period )0-

31 Deco.ber. n.rlJJg thoM opera tiona OllJ' llindoro-baaed Mdl.um and ll.&bt 

bcaobera raidlod ene.;r abippina 1n Linga.yon OUJ.t, ort wutern Luzon, 

oinl<ing a doetroyer, a d .. tro;rer escort, a i'Nii&bter-tranaport and 
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damaging tive other veuele. Other ohipping, airfields, and supply 

inatall&tione 1n the II'"' Guinea, New Britain, BorMo and Philippine 

areu were also attacked QJ.r1ng the period, Seven additior>al """"11 

planea were destroyed; we loet t wo. 

2. By Jl December, e. etrong patrol !ran our llincloro !or<:es bad 

landed at &ilalacao, on the eoutheast coast of l.lindoro . Another small 

force oalline to Bcngaboll£ 1 tartll<lr north, wao forced back by enerJ17 air 

attacks; no ground eontaet was reported, however , Along the weet coast 

ot Leyte we repulsed otrcna •nalliY attacks against our troops at VUlaba 

and Tiba,yle. . Farther eoutb el_,ts of the 77th Division aclvancine east 

and not, joinad along tho Pelc.pon road and olillinated resistance 1n 

thio area . 

3, lllring the period 29-:n December, 50 Pocifie Ocean Area B-24 ' o 

attacked Iwo Jim& airfields , Wake was raided by aix Cllldium b<lcbera, 

and three othere attacked ohipping at !!aha Jiaa; J l planes struck Rota, 

Yap, ll'oleai and Babeltbuap, 

EAS'I'JIRII FOONT 

Fierce fighting continued in a>dapeet <bring l January. Other 
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