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17!CLASSI1IED 
6~n L•t ter , 5-S-78 

EtrnOPE AND THE ~IEDITERJWIEAN - STRA.TIDIC AIR 

27 February. Four hundred thirty RA.F heavy bombers s t ruck l.lainz 

and 146 bombed a benzol plant at Gelsenld.rchen. l>.lring the n:!ght, 91 

llosquitoes attacked Berlin . Two heavy bomber s and one llo•quito are 

missing . 

Further repOrts of operations against flalle and the Leipz:!g area 

revenJ. that 83 ene"'Y planes .....,re destroyed, 60 ot them at eneiey" air­

fields which were strafed by escorting fighters, ><hile a recount of our 

losses shows only two bombers and three f:!ghters def initely missing 

and 10 bombers and two fighters outstanding but believed safe . 

Sevent y-nine heavy and medium b0111bers of the Strategic Air F<>rce 

in Italy attacked a railyard at Verona. 

28 February. Earl y repOrts indicate that more than 1 , 100 6t.b Air 

Force heavy bombers attacked railway targets in the Ruhr district and 

at Biel efeld, Ka.ssel, and Si ogen. Three bomber s and three !1ghtars are 

missing . 

Six hundred ninety- four eeco.rtad heavy bombers ... re dispatched 

from Italy by the lSth Air Force, striking .reilyarde and bridges elong 

the Brenner Route and in the Po Valley. Figbtare of the mission strafed 

rail lines in Austria and Yugoslavia . Eleven bombers and two fighters 

are m1s sing . 
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llULAI SIPtD 
OlD Letl r , f-3-7Z 

27 f'!!mwz· 1lle ta~1cal .ur Fot'Cea .a.... 1,289 tartiu. - .. 

bombere dr<lppecl .ON t.ha.n )00 t.cn1 on a raU b:-idge ar.d ti.,.. COIIaln1e&t.1cn 

centers 1n nort..h.t•t•rn Oeraan;r; other-a pla.eed 2L ton. on de.tonc»d .,..... 

&t D.mkerque , J.blqu.tt.oe• att.ac.Jced raU linea aervi.ng the Ruhr d.iltr1o1., 

at~d other planee et..ruck a~ rocket e1tes in Holla.'ld, Oround eupport and 

recoon&:Leeanc• a1111ou &lone tht b&ttlo .front were limited by Wtathor. 

Two enerq pl&Ne we:re thot down; we loet nine . 

D=lna tho 24-hour poricd endina at 06oo, ""' !'Oekets and thr.e 

flr1n8 bcloi>o toU in Antworp, and tl.x rockets and 29 flr1n8 booobo tt.rucl< 

~t ueu. Ant41rcratt deot...,..s JJ ether flr1n8 booobo . 

28 F!bruarz. lW-1nc tho 24-bow- poriod endina at 06oo, """ r<>eloota 

tell in ~lAnd. 

'!be C.n•cllan U"l)' COP'W'ed !ralktr tlld adYI:lced about a ll1le ~ tho 

woot banlc o.t tho llh1no . South ot U<lam e::>&ll gaina wve - aaaintt 

hea'7 reeiatanc• . ~r Ninth and F1nt 4r.10r- o£rens1vet tOWIJ"d tho Ru.hr 

continued to ga.in tr-om ono to live alloa aga~t reaiatance, li1Uoh 

although h4avy at 1101111 pointe, wu detcribod a.s collapainc at othlrt . 

An e.ntiro Oerw.n F;bld A.totlllery Dat.t.al.1on wae captured 1n one sector. 

7'he northern race ot the Ro.r River bridcehead wu e:xt.ended live au ••• 

and tbo ...,thorn- abou' a .u.. 4=red ~de..,.., ot Colocne 

haYW croaaed the £rt'L IU"W. 

Botoooon Scbleidtn Cld - &&!no ot f>oo:: - to two llileo .. ,.. -

at oaver.l point., and oouth ot tho laot.-na.ad .._ .._,..d ..u .. -dad 

their IIM.dpl>oad ._, tho I'Noa R1Tar. Rorth ot Trior, """ troopa 

reaebod tbo 1::1'11 Rhor and alao -., throe aUaa southward al""& tho ...W. 
~ to tho citr. 1'o tht eo.ath, an ar.ored cCil.um wa within tin .U...1 

-
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J)!CLASSIFW 
OBD Letter, 0-~·72 

27 February . The Coastal and Balkan Air Forces, ny1ng 47 and 87 

sorties , respectively, attacked targets 1n northwestern Italy, enemy 

garrisons and transpor tation 1n Yugoslavia, and coastal shipping 1n 

the Adriatic and the Clul.f o! Genoa . Eight tactical aircraft were loet 

during previously reported operations . 

28 February. Tactical Air Forces reported 568 sorties . lled1um 

bombers dropped more than J8o tons, concentrating on bridges along tho 

Brenner Route and 1n tile Po Valley . Fighter s supported ground forces 

and attacked enemy transportation, bridges and airdromes throughout 

nort hern Italy. Five bridges were destroyed or seriously damaged. 

Only artillery exchanges and normal patrolllng were reported 

along the battle front 1n northern Italy. 

J 
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ASIATIC TllEI\TER 

26 February. During 1,100 sorties, of which LOO were offensive , 

Eastern Air COJDS.nd combat planes flew mainly 1n support of ground troops, 

but briclees, supply dumps and transportation tergets 1n central and 

southern Burma ..,re also attacked. 

The lLth Air Force flew 112 offensive sorties, attacking transpor-

tation, bridges and troop concentrations 1n central and eastern China 

and in French Indo-china. Spans of three bridges were destroyed. 

25 February. Heavy bombers of the lLth Air Force sank two Japru1ese 

ships east of Tongking Oult . 

27 February . The Chinese advnnced !i ve mllea farther south along 

the Burma Road, reaching a point within 15 miles of Laahio . 

British troops east of Twinnge 11'8re within 11 miles of those moving 

southwest from J.lyitson . From the Singu bridgehead, British units advanced 

six mlles down the east bank of the Irrawdey R1 ver . 

17est of Llandalay, Ngazun oo the south side of the Irrawadcl;y was 

captured against light opposition, but heavy resistance li:uited Allied 

gains in the ~ bridgehead, five mlles to the west. Armored columna 

driving southeaet from tlahlaing to Meiktila, gained 15 miles, capturing 

a Japanese airfield. Patrols within five miles of J.!6iktila reported two 

more airfields serviceable. Other Pagan bridgehead troops patrolled 

northeast nearly to I.\Y1ngyan and south to K¥aukpadsung. 

rw.mn 
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J o Lo~cor, ~?I 

SOUTIII'EST PACIFIC ~ 

26 February. lolore than fiX) prn:l.""-lJ' \IJU'epoz'Wd oorUu ..,re tlown . 

Ina blndred eevonty-three light 'bCII:Ibera and !igbt.ra hit l'llerto Princesa 

on Pla....n, 1n preparation for landings . Forty-throe 8-211 ' s and 1110 

dive- bomber s attacked Antipolo and \fan, east and northeast o! llanila . 

Five squadron• o! heavy 'borl'boro struck at Takao, and B-211 patrols sank 

~ largo tanker 1n the Oul! of Tongking . 

27 February. AJ!Ion8 220 sorties, ll7 lJ.aht 'bocbere and !J.ahtars 

eontimlad preparetoey attacks at l'llerto Princeaa. Toenty-six B-24 •s llit 

Takao, and others attacked air installations on Borneo. I. .....U. ene::zy 

trei&htar was IIUnk near Hongkong . lllmeroua elose-auJ)I>Ort lliaaion.s, not 

included 1n the above total, wore nom over Lu&on . 

On Luzon, I Corps troops seized lightly- held lliah ground northeast 

and northwest ot Roear~o . In llanUa, suicidAl do!onae continued f r om 

several buUdings . Eaat of the c ity "" mt det ormined oppoo1ti on west 

ot Ant1polo . Ul organized resistance baa ceased on Corregidor, but 

cornered runanto otill hold out on tho eaatern tip or the ioland. 

We oecured Verde bland and iiOppina up ...., 1n proareoo . 

28 February. l"olllOr1ng bocbar<bent by our air and Naval unite , a US 

regb>ental co.bat team landed at l'llerto Prineasll en PIU-. . Up to nooo 

no opposition hed been reported. 
, 

In San Bernardino Straits, we oocured Naranjo and Balieuatr o Iolande . 

PACIFIC OCEAN ARFA 

27 February. Soventy...,ix .l'igbters and torpedo bombers llit targets 

1n the PIUuo and on Up. 

11.9. IIUJ, S.C. u· aad 6(1)) • (llj 

O.i.O-· .W..A/..17> 
JS. ,_.,!'AI( I d 1973 
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28 February . In Pomer aniA the Rad Al'll\JI broadanod the base o! its 

nliant and captured the c<r.nmicationo center or lleuotettin . 
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EUROPE Allll Til! ILEDITER;AIIEAll - STRAT<lllC AIR 

26 Februarz. The R.\F utilized 146 heavy bombers to attack a 

synthetic oil plant at Dortmund. lhring the nlaht , 71 llosquitoes 

raided Borlin Md !!uembere. 

lhrin;l the 6th Air Foree attack against Borlin, this date, tbirtoen 

bombers and thl"'s fJ.&htero were lost. 

27 Feb!"ll!l)' • Over 1,100 6th Air Force heavy bombers attacked 

railyards and 1nclletr1al installat1oru in the I.eip&J.& al"'a and a rail­

yard at llalle . The escorting fighters strafed VCOlnd tar..-te . Fifty-

tiw eneey aircraft were destroyed. Fourteen banbers and fCOlr flahters 

are miasi"l! , but some or these are believed oare . 

Tak1.11l! of! tr<>m Italy, 557 heavy bomber• of the 15th Ail· Force 

attacked raUynrds in Austria and southem Oemaey , Fifteen bombers 

and one tichter are oissing. 

1 

~ 
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TOTAL TONNU£ 

• 7,000 TO I 0.000 TONS 

0 10,000 TO 15 ,000 TONS 

0 15,000 TO 20,000 TONS 

e 50,000 TO U ,OOO TONS 

0 50 

TARGETS Of PRIMARY IMPORTANCE 

--- GOIIIIUNIGATIONS 

II ISGL. SI'£GIAL INOUST~Ilt 
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OlD r.ctt :eto f). ~ "<a 

Tile Ar.riJ A.l.r For<:ea repor t tho Collowin& 11• t o! eit ioa ..,at 

heavil,y boabed durin& 1944• 

Tons or Bombs Dropped 

.illii ME 
Berlin 12, 892 

Colo~• 11,466 
Stuttga.rt 2, 806 
Dui.abu.rg 
Ft'8nkl\J.r t 9, 3U 
Essen 
Brunnick 9, 431 
lblicb 12,672 
Celaenkir<:hen 2 ,44) 
ller s ebers 10, 528 
Kiol 4, 596 
Ludwigslla!on 9 ,412 
Vienna 12, )10 

Hamburg 81 )87 
!.!\Ina ter 6, 343 
Koblenz 6, ?63 
Kassel 9,102 
l!atn 8, 624 
Karlsruhe 2,663 
Dortzmmd 42 
SaarbrOcken 6, 378 
Du.snldor! 742 
Budapest 7,007 

Totals 153,920 

ME 
20, 449 

18,687 
16,'105 
19, UJ 
9, J45 

18, 657 
6, 700 
2, 775 

12, 195 
2, 211 
7, 992 
2, 788 

2, 108 
3,375 
2, 902 

164 
517 

6, )97 
8,948 
2,~ 
7, 827 

172,295 

'roTA!. IA!!m 
J), J41 Induatey 1 aircraft, 

co.,.unicat1ona 
~.ls:l C011:1unica Uons 
19, 511 Induetey 
19, 123 Induatry, Clli:Z>unlce Uons 
18,658 In&latey 1 coc:nun1c:at1ona 
18,657 Induetey 1 camunications 
16, 1)1 Industry, aircraft 
15, 447 Ainlra!t, co=u:nic:ationa 
14,6)8 011 
12,7)9 011, indus tey 
12, 588 Induatey 
12,200 011, indus tey 
12,310 Oil, aircraft, 

COI\IIlunica tiona 
10, 495 Induatey 
9, 718 Communications 
9,665 ColMiuniea Uona 
9,266 Comunicationa , aircraft 
9, 141 C._,.,iea UCI'ls 
9,o6o Coccunl.ea tiona 
8,990 C....,...1cat1ons 
8, 808 c .... unie& t100a 1 in<lustey 
8, 569 COIDWll.catiooa, induatey 
7,007 A.l.r<:rart, comunic&Uooa 

326, 215 
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EUROPI!AN THEATER 

26 Febroary. 
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The Tactical Air Forces flew 1 , 201 sorties , eon-

centrating on the bor.lbardment of conrllUllication targets ahead of the 

Ninth ~ o!feneive , and attacking rocket- launching sites in Holland . 

Fighters operated on a limited scale because of the weather. Four 

planes were lost. 

Illring the 2!.-hour period ending at 0600, four rockets and three 

flying bombs !ell in l\Jltwerp . Eight rockets and JJ flying bombs fell 

in areas adjacent to l\JltTrerp . l\Jltiaircraft fire destroyed SO Il.yinc bonbs . 

27 February· Illring the 2~-hour period ending at 0600 , 13 rockets 

fell in the Kent, Essex and London areas . 

To noon, the Canadian Army ' s advance to the sout heast between the 

J,leusc and the lbine Rivers continued against rel atively light opposi t i on. 

Along the Rhine a gain of five miles was made; in the center Udem was 

captured and British armor reached a point three miles southeast of the 

town; east of Ooch advances or three miles rrere registered . 

Our Ninth Army pushed !orRard an average of five miles on a 17-mile 

front against moderato to light opposition. The XIII Corps drove nine 

miles north !ran Erkolenz threatening the whole Oeman position east 

or the !Jeuse between Venlo and lbermond . A COlllliUOique dated 28 Febroary 

indicates that the First Army has made a three-mile gain east of Dueren, 

carrying our lines to within ten miles ot Cologne . 

In the sector north of Echternach , according to the same col!lllunique , 

our Third Aney advanced three miles on a 12-mile front and entered Bitburg . 

South of Trier forces fran our Sa= River bridgehead drove three 

miles to the east . The main north-south road through Trier has beo.n cut 

on both aides of the cit y . 

26 Febroary. Over 8 , 000 ,prisoners ""re teken t~ on the \~estern Front . 
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ll!CLASSIJIEI 
OlD Lot e- , 6-~TD 

26 February, The Balkan Air Force , !lying l2S eorttea , bombed 

gun podtiona on !lab Island, in the northern Adrietic Md conmunice.tions 

in Y1J8oalav1e. . The Coastal Air Force new 71 aortieo , atrikinll at 

targets in northwest Italy and Yugoslavie. Prev1Qlaly unreported sorties 

nolm by the Tactical Air Force totelled 181. 

27 February. The Tactical .u.r Force reported 6.)0 eortioo, during 

which they continued to concentrate on Po Valley cocaunieation facilities 

and eneCI)' pooJ.tiona . 

In the area north of Cot~nola, the Eighth ArCI)' ropulaed one attack . 

A subsequent renowal of this attack waa being counterattacked at the 

close of the period . A minor e.rtort by Fifth ArCI)' troopo , south of 

BolO!lna !ailed to gain ground. 
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ASIATIC TII&ATER 

22 FebN&r,Y. The Eastern Air Comand reported 2' 917 •ortieo. or 

which 796 wore otrensive. Fort.r ... 1Qit B-2b's attacked a Japanese 

beadquartera and oupp]Jr QJJ:zps at Tauna;yi and nine destroyed part of a 

bridge on the rail line north of Bangkok. Lighter aircraft attacked 

lines of communication and supply areas in central Burma and aavo 

support t o ground troops . 

27 Febnlary. Twelve 11-29'• or the XX Boeber Cocr,.and Mre airborne 

to mine Jobore Strut, near Singapore . 

26 February . The Chinese gai.'led three miles along the BunM Road 

t01mrd Luhio. To the west, an advance or six e~iles was made south of 

Namtu, and nina counterattacks were repulsed in that area . South of 

l(yitson British troops e.xpnndod their bridgehead across the Sl!weli River 

to a dopth or two cdles . 

The rapid advance of tho British <1om U.e l.:yingynn~eiktUa road 

reached the outskirts of Uahlaing; this gain, amountin& to 11 milaa, 

placed British troops 20 cdlea froo lo!eiktila . Thera were two1ile gains 

around the British beachhead at Ru~a. 

The Chun;;king press reported the recapture of U.e Allied airbase 

at SUichnn, China • 

• 
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SOUTR'IIEST PACIFIC AREA 

2L and 25' February. During more than 270 previous~ unreported 

sorties , our planes raided numeroue targets on Luzon and gave support 

to ground for ces, while 2L heavy boober s raided an airdrome on 

Zamboanga and banber patr ols sank two vessels in Cam Ranh Ba.y and off 

t he ~s. 

26 February. Thirty- four B-24 1 s bOIIlbed airfields on Borneo, 12 

others hit Rabeul; 16 mediums raided targets in the Sulu Archipelago . 

On Luzon, I Corps troops , ooving nor theast along the Rosario- Basuio 

road, captured Dongon and advanced two miles beyond, while troops to 

t he sout heast secured Carranglan. XIV Corps forces captured tbe high 

ground four miles east of San Mateo, but west of Arltipolo were encounter-

ing intense small anns and artillery fire . On Corregidor 1 fUrther 

progress was mado against enel!\Y units holding out on the eastern t i p 

of the i slend. Our t roops moving north along the Luzon coast were in 

contact with enel!\Y positions in t he Zambales ltountains east of Botolan . 

PACIFIC OCEAN AREA 

25' and 26 February. One hundred twenty fighters and torpedo bombers 

s t ruck tho Palaus ; ten others attacked Yap . 

li!lml!'1l1l 
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EASTER!I FROIIT 

u&l;LAo~IPnd 

OSD ~tter, 6-&-?8 

27 February, In Pomerania, t ho Soviet Arn\Y drove a wedge 35 

mlles thrOUilh the German lines northeast or lleustettin, capturing 

the road junction at lllblit:, and severing all main roads below 

Koeelin, a junction t O'IIl'l on the last escape route tr0111 t he Danzig 

area . 

7 
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Ic Glr'dtr to u\Uba Ml1. eftect1nl.7 the e-q. rt.er..e. ot -oan nkn:.­

tnc t'i-0111 t.he t.h••t.•r• 11M1e n'Mbtrt aM 1101r re.achina: S!initkant. t.ou.l.a
1 

... ..U u w aen.t t.o W UMa~r• .- wlt.&ble tor~ &t7, the 

Wu Dep&rWJtt. t. ttli.ablitb..i.n; tht tollowJ.nc J>G].lo1u• 

!.· .W. opuaUnc, Jobe 1:2 0.. :.or.. ot ll!T..e.rtor- w:U.l bl til:ed ...,. 

returne.,, elv1U-.n,, pereona plvde~ cl.t.qua.l.Ltt.d for O¥er s .. a 

111"f'lct .,~ t-.l.a PIJ"'!«<nnll .. np1dl.T u pout~. W ~ vAltn..d 

))llrJoMel wUl bt &i.,.n an opportiU'Il\7 to ••:rvc~ ov.r•n• in eo ttr u 

pncUeahle. 

~· Ds..c~" wUl 'bt offeNd t.o WOI.u1ded ret.urne .. W,o u. not. up 

t.o C*ftitt&l-usJ..paoeat.. ;i0'111.c.&l at. .la:rdl, &ad tor.._ DO eppropr1.at.e 

• aut qulltl.S. tor"",...... Ct.-, or \IT Nt.raJA1nc ot t.be r.t..aonM. 

! · W..Jor COI:I:Widt trUl be pena1t.tA4 t.o ua .. n ret.\i.MI!Me t.o J>Oiltione 

c.lllnl tor lower l""dJ• Lhan tboM held '07 \bit 1n4hidu.al CIOOCU'!Md, .tt.A 

\.h41 Nq\:I.U...Ctll t.ha\o t.h!J; proce:tu.. trW. aot. bl \lMd t.o peraU p.r-.ot.U.., 

&tid GeeJ~III wW 'be abecrt>tct u nptdl,r u poulble. 
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EUllOPE AN1> THE llEDrrERRA.NEAil - STRATEXliC AIR 

25 February. One hundn!d !ol:'ty-itight RAP heavy bombers attacked 

an oil plant at Kamen . That ni&ht, 62 !!oequitoes hit Er.turt. and 

other targets . Heavy bombers mined the Skaserrak . Frcm all these 

operations, two heavy bolllbers are llissinS. 

D.lrinS 6t h Air Force operations , previously repol:'ted, JL ene"')' 

aircraft ... re destroyed; our losses we.re nine ba:lbers and 1L fi8hters . 

26 February. Dispatching over 1,200 heavy bomber s t he 8th Air 

Foree attacked r all !acUities at Ber lin. This is the larpet !oree 

ot US heavy bOCibera to atto.ck the Reich capital to date . Twenty-six 

bombers and two !ishters were oiul.ng, but ecce ... re believed to be 

saLe. 

15th Air Foree heavy bombers in Italjr trere f orced back to their 

bases by bad weather . However, the f iehter eacol:'t bombed and strafed 

rail targeta between Graz and Wiener ?:eustadt destroying two bridilee . 
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2S February. furing the 24- hour period ending at sunset, tho 

Tactical Air Forces flew 4 ,371 sorties . Bombers attacked comounication 

centers, defended villages, bridges, and suppl,y area.s all along the 

front from Alsace to Rolland, dropping noarl,y 1 , 900 tons of bombs . 

Fighters attocked transportation tarcets , gun positions , ond enemy 

concentrations . Marked success was achieved against transport and 

armored vehicles . Twenty-five enemy aircraft were destroyed; we lost 38. 

~ring the 24-hour period ending at 0600 , one rocket and one flying 

bomb !ell in Antwerp . Twelve rockets and 2!) fl,ying bombs fell in arena 

outside the city. Twenty- two flying banbs were shot down by antieir­

cra!t fire . 

26 Febry.ary . During the 24-hour period ending at 0600, no rockets 

!ell in &.gland. A total of 816 rockets bave fallen in England to dste, 

of whlch 392 l anded in the London area . 

During the 24-llour period ending at noon, the Second canadian An:1f 

attacked southeast between Kalkar and Udam. Despite heavy resistance, an 

advance of two miles was made . Small gains were also registered in the 

area southwest of Ooch . 

The advance of our Ninth and First Armies toward the ~ continued 

with an aver age gain of two miles over a 30-mile front . Additional 

crossings of the Roer were made on the north and south flanks . An armored 

drive along the ~eren-<:ologne highway gained five miles and reached to 

within 12 miles of t he latter oity . 

North of Echternach our XII Corps pushed five miles eastward and 

crossed the Ni.nla Rl.var in three places . Sout h of Trier the XX Corps 

joined and consolidat ed i ts two bridgeheads east of the Saar Rl.ver . 

~ 
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IIEDITERJIJJIEAN THEATER 

25 February. During the 21.-hour period encling at 18oo, the 

Coastal Air Foree new 8L sorties. Fiahter planes bombed the rail 

st.&tion at Brod and attacked harbor installations and barracks in 

northwest Ital,y . The Balkan .ur Force no• 98 sorties during which 

harbor installations on the Istrian Peninsula were attacked ~ 45 

meclium and light bonbars ; other planes ga\'1.! support to partisan 

troops and attacked rail targets in IUioslavia . 

26 February. The Tactic:al Air Force reported 826 offensive 

sorties . Nearly 550 tons ot baobs were dropped, principally on rail 

bridaes on the BreMer Route and in the Po Valloy. Fiahters, L'l 

adclition to supporting gl'QW\d troops, attecked widespread transportation 

targets . ll'e lost six planes. 

During the 24 -hour period endinS at 1$00, there were no sil;niticant 

changes aJ.ong the battle lino in northern Ital,y. An attnck of estimated 

battalion stnngth waa repulsed by US mountain troops in tho sector 

,.,st of the Reno River . 
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ASIATIC THUTER 

2L February . The Eastern Air Ccom:and new 21 727 aortiea ot 

which 692 were tactical . SUpply ~s at J.!y1ngyan were ba:lbed b,y 

50 heavy bocbers , and 12 othel"s attacked tho dock area at Uergui. 

Thirty-six &-25's struck supply areas near Sagaing. other plnnes 

supported Allied troops all along the tront and bombed eneJ:!Y trans­

portatiOil and supply pointa . 

25 February. The lilth Air Force new BL otfennive sorties. 

Rail bridges, towns and road transportation were ba:lbed or strafed 

in western and central China . 

In northeastern Buroa the Chinese made a small gain southwest 

of Rlsenwi W'ld advanced to a point eisht miles southeut of Namtu . 

Along the Irrawadey north or l!andalay contact wu established 

between troops or the Thabeild<;y1n and Sinsu bridj;eheade. T>renty- five 

miles west of J~dalay another croaain& or the Irrawaddy waa affected. 

Britiah troops, pushin£ east !!"om the Pagan area advanced nine miles 

to tbe town of Taungtba 'llhere hea'f)' ... aistance wu o!tered b,y a Japanese 

transport unit . After capturing Taunstha, the Britiah advanced five 

miles unopposed alons tho r oad nnd r ail line toward ldeiktila . A Japanese 

attaci< as•inat the southern ohoulder or the Pasan bridsehead ...... 

repulsed . 
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2) and 24 February . i)lrin& 290 added sorties, 8) light boalbers 
struck poaiti~~• between Bauana and Baguio and 1n Balote Pass; 26 heavy 
baobera struck an airdr<>ee at Zamboan&•• ond 28 baobed bivouacs near llavao. 

25 FebryarY. Over 120 sorties ""re reported . 'n'.e etrort.s ot 8) 
heavy bomber s were distr ibuted among targets at Takao , troop concentrations 
northeast of llanUa, and airdromes on Borneo; ll others hit t.argots near 
Wewak . Patrol bc:cbers oank tliO coastal vessels off the Pescadores, and, 
1n sweeps over Cam Ranh Bay, shot down six ene~~~r planes . \To loat two planes . 

On Luzon, I Corps troops roached se·¥on miles northwest of Pant.abangan. 
The XIV Corps contimed to cop up the felf recoining ene:.;y pockets in llanUa. 
East of Tayta,y and northeaat of Wont.alban we were encountering stro"i 
r esistance . West of Fort Stotsenburi, the XI Corps secured several terrain 
features in tho Zaobalee Mountains . Stubborn reaie tonce continued on 
Corregidoor. 

lno~~>~~nts of tbe Ei3hth J.n!i1 cade an unopposed lan<li.n& on Verde leland, 
General l.!aeArt.hur hu been author ized to award tho Asiatic- Pacific 

Theater ribbon to those US civilians who have been recently liberated in 
tbe Pbllippinee. In requeatin& th1a authority he pointed out their 
material contribution, peychologically, to tho succeaa of the Philippine 

2) and 24 February. Six B-2h ' a struck atrtielda on Q\1cb1 Jim&, one 
bit Haha Ji.ma, and t hree others baobed llarcus . ruty- two tigbter baobers 
struck B&belthuap. II' 'S\111!1l 
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EASTERN FRONT 

26 February. In East Pruuia, the Reel Arn\Y macle limited 

gains -aal.nst tbe Oermall pocket . In Slovakia, Rumanian and 

Soviet troops drove to within !ive miles o! Zvolen . 
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--*' f ehru&!)'. Four mediwa bombers a ttacl<ed ina talJ.A tl.cns on 

Pa.raJ:~uahiro, in the Kurllee. 

EUROPE A~'D THE t.!EDITEJ!!!ANEA!I - STRATIDIC ,liR 

24 February . An oil plant near Dorblund waa the target for )07 
heavy bo:nbers or the RAF. Another aduion ns !arced back by thfl 
weathflr. lloet or 70 llosquito sorties were on Berlin. Thirty-tllo heavr 
bombers Ja 1d mines in waters off DeiiCI&rk , 

25 February. O! 1, 196 8th .ur For-ce heavy bombers airborne, about 
halt attacked rs1lyards at llmieb and the reroainder bocbed two airdromes 
west or Nuernberg, raUyards at IJJ.a and Ascbaffenburg , an underground 
oil stonlge area at Neuburg, and 811 engine pl811t at Friedricbsba!en. 
Nearly 200 ! i ghters conducted neepe in tbe llagdeburg area, Forty-one 
bombere and tour fighters did not return, but the JO&jority are believed 
sate on tbfJ Continent , 

Frooa Ita.ly, 546 lSth .ur Foree heavy b<11bers struck rail,yarda, an 
ordnance depot and a benzol pl811t at Unz and railyards at Sal zburg . 
A!ter their escort adaoion .. eacapleted, t'igh ters atre!ad rsll linea 
and tac111tiaa, Nina bombere and three lighters are adaaing • 
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24 february. Flying 4,198 sorties the Tactical llr Forces dropped 

over l , lSO tons of bombs. moet of the t«<nage fallins on COIIIIIWlication 

oentero 1n the zone of t.be Ninth l.r!rl;t offensive. During anted recon-

n&i.saance and r&l.l interdiction 111sa1ona, Ill along the front !Z'Oil 

lleace to Rolland, it •• claimed that 89 locomotives and 414 railroad 

cars were destroyed and rail lines cut in 228 place a. SiJ< ·~ al.r­

cn.!t were shot down and two destroyed on the &:round; we lost. 24. 

During tho 24-hour period ending at 0600, nine flying bombs tell 1n 

Antwerp. Thirty rl,yins bombs fell in adjacent areu, and 4l others were 

destroyed by antiaircraft fire . 

25 Februarv . Our ins the 24-hour period endJ.ng at 0600, one rocket 

!ell in the Landon area . 

To noon, the First Canadian ~·a attack south or Ooch continued 

against hea,. OpPOSition. An advance o! about a adl e 1I&.S • de along the 

road toward ~·~e. 

The o!!ensi ... of our !linth and Firat lnnies east ot the Roer River 

continued to make good progrua, showing an averoso gain ot two miles 

over a 25-<Dile tront 1n t he Linn1ch...Juellch-Dueren sector. The capture 

of Dueren was Call)let.ed. 

North of Echternach, tho Xn Corpe gained up to five adlea against 

ligbt resistance; the Pru.ea River bridgehead ,.. consolidated llang a !our­

lllle front and sxpanded to an average depth of two miles . The salient 

formerly exiatins between Prue and Echternaeh baa now been reduced. 

South of Trior, our IX Corps expanded !'Urther ito bridgehead aerou 

the Seer River . Tho XV Corps made ll.mit.ed gains ooutheut o! Saarbruecken 

and ropul.eed a counterottaclc • .......... 
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24 February. During 120 Balkan Air Force sorties, direct bite 
were scored on a large oinal.ayer in • shil')'ard at Fi.-, and large 
fires and explosiotul were started in Bihac, I~~&oslavi.a, by medium 
and ll&ht bombers , Other planes carri ed out sweeps gver rail.a in 
Yugoslavia , Tho Tactical Air Force !ln 76 and the Cceatal Ur Force 
62, previousl y unreported eortiee. 

25 Febl'\lary. The Tactical Air Force reported 877 sorties . Meclium 
bOIIbers cooeentra ted en brid&•• alene the Brenner Route and ligllter 
aircraft attacked motor and rail transport, bridges, and eneJ:IY poeitions 
througllout the Po Valley. We lost eight aircraft . 

Tbare .,..,.. no sisnificant chan&es on the battl el'ront 1n Italy, 
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A,SIA'l'IC T!lM'l'ER 

23 Ftbruary. The Eastern .ur c-d fl., 3, 042 sort1ea of which 
558 nre ottensive. Heavy bt~~~bers struck supply du.j)8 and positi ons 

northwest of Thad with 240 tone and hit an airfield near B&sse1n with 
• 40 tcna. Lighter planes made widespread sw .. pe oqr aio'!1elds, rail " 

I 

bridges, and supply dumpe 1n central Bunna and gave support to ground 

forces . 

23 and 24 Ftbl'l!!lT\' . During eight previously Ullreported sorties, 

lhU. • b ot the 14th Air Forco sank five ships 1n Talgking Gulf and ott 
the south China coast. 

24 Feb!'\!8.l'Y, Chinese troops cleared all tnfl:llr resistance in N&atu 
and nre advancing south . On the Irrt.waddy north ot llanda~ the British 
expanded their bridgeheads at Singu and Thabe1ldcyin . Advance tl-nts 

east o! Pagan cut the Yenangyaung- llyingyan road 20 miles south of llyingyan 

and t.t t. aeeood point ten lllil.eo farther aoutb-..at. A Jt.pt.nate attt.ck on 
the nst banl< o! the Irrt.waddy north o! Seikpyu wsa repul .. d. 
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23 February. Over 250 previousl y unreported sorties were nown, 
including 1.41 by Solomona- besed &!.rcra!t. Heavy bombers continued to 
a ttack airdr0111ea in Borneo. In Philippine wa ters, our &!.rcrait sank a 
Japanese submarine . 

24 F•bMl!rY. During 168 sorties, 71 heavy bcnbera attacked Takao, 
Formosa, Md 32 others bOIIIbed airdromes near Bal1Jcpapan in Bom eo. 

We& thor hampered anti-shi pping miaoions , 

23 February, On W.on, our I Corpe reached positions a JOile south ­
west of Puncan near the Cai•YBO Valley road against intense fire from 
infantry weapons . To the east our troops advanced t'IIO miles north of 
Pantabengan. The XIV Corpe continued to mop up &neJJ,Y pocke ts of resistance 
remaining in l.lanila . Northeast of the city n captured llontalben and 
advanced two miles eest . XI Corpe troops on Corregidor ll&de pins a&&inst 
determined resistsnce; to date on Corregidor 3, 170 en~ have been killed 
and six captUNd, 

For the Luzon operation as a whol e, our casualties now total 141 778, 
ot which 3, 158 beve been ldlled; known enemy cuue1Uea are 51,236 killed 
and 4S4 captured. 

PACD'IC tpWf A!lEI, 

21 and 22 FtbD!Irv· Singla B-29 1 a struck Nagoya and Kobe. S..Oll 
miee1ons of baabera hit the Pel.a118, lliOreua, Trulc end Olichi Jl.a . 

Fighters n.,.. a-pe over Yap and Scll8orol. 
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Oeneral Ricl'tardaon reports that 1n the week ending 17 February, 
9!. ene"')' were killed and l5 capturad 1n cleanina up Guan, Saipan and 
T1n1an. In addition l31 Japanese out of a concentration of )50 1n the 
mountainous section of Saipen wore killed or captured. Our casualties 
....,,.. seven ld.Ued and three wounded. 
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25 Febro!U';)f, According to a O<!rm&n report, Priolcule 1n I.a tviAI 

has !allen to the Red Arrtt:f. In East. PrussiA, the Soviets regl.At.erecl 
limited gains ove r a )0-••1le front . Strong Soviet pressure aoutb o! 

Dant.ig and southwest or Cbojnice cauaed !Urther Gei1ll&rl wl.thdre118lo . 
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The ar Department noti!ied theater cCOillllnders coocemed o! the 

est&bllshment of new boundaries 1n the J.!editerranean and European 

Theaters and U\e redesignation o! the lliddle East Tb.eater to be the 

.t!'ri ean-lliddle East Theater, all etreetive l llarch 1945. US Anfl'1 

! orees in the &.sores '11111 be under the u etical control o! the Supr..., 

Co....ander of the Ulied E>cpedtt.ionary Forces but will be ut~der the 

adlo.in1atra tion of the Coallllllding Oenerel, North Atlantic Divisi on Ur 
Transport Comand. 
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23 Feb!'l!!l"Y, R.U' heavy boabers attacked the city of Basen with 
1,171 tons of bombs and struck the Gelaenldrchen benzol plant with 
62J tone. That nl.iht 362 heavies dropped 1, 547 tons on Ptorzhel,m , 
In Not"11111, 7J heavy boo!bara attacked shipping at Horten and 20 ained 
the harbors at OSlo and Freder1kstad, Thirty-aeven Uosquitoes auieted 
1n these opera t1oos, and 68 others bo:nbed Berlin. Fourteen heavy bombers 
and one Wosquito are 1!11saing. 

During the night, 59 R.U' strategic bombers, .t:roa Italy, attacked 
a raily&rd at Ver ona . 

24 FebNar;y, The 8th Air Force diepetched over 1,100 heavy bombers . 
011 refineries at Hamburg and lliaburg, a raily&rd at Lehrte, sw.&rine 
and rail facilities at Bremen and a rail brid&e at Wesel were attacked , 
Two ~rs and sawn fighters were loat. 

Fr011 Italy, 584 15th Ur Foree bo&'f7 baabers took ott to attack 
railyardo at Oraz, JQ.agen!'urt and 1n northern Italy. Despite bed weather 
over tat"&eta, 293 planes dropped 630 tcna. O'le bomber and one fighter 
are 111aaing, That night, 74 lW' atratepc boabers hit the raily&rds at 
Brescia, 
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23 Feb!'U&!'Y, The Tactical Ur Forces new J, 78? sorties, contirNing 
the attack on C<Dlunicatioml and supply points , Nearly 2, 000 tishter 
sorties were nown in support of the Ninth Artrq offensive; over 1, 500 
rail C&l'S1 lSO &n!!Ored vehicles, and 900 other transport units were 
claimed destroyed . Sixteen enemy aircre.tt were shot down; we lost 2) , 

During the 24-hour Jll riod ending at ~. one rocket and tour tlying 
bOIIbs tell 1n Ant1111rp. Five rockets and 48 fiyillg b0111be tell in nearby 
areas , Antiaircraft tire destroyed 68 additional fiyillg boabe . 

24 February. During the 24-hour period ancline at 0600, eight rockets 
tell 111 the Hert!orclahire, Essex, Kent and Lon<lon areas . 

To noon, the British Second Artrq gained a bout bali' a mile south ot 
Ooeh against st.i!t opposition. OUr ottenaiw across the Roer River gained 
an average of a lli.le on a 25-all.e front. All our brid&eheads wens en­
larged, and good progress ...as made in the construction ot bridgea. JueUcb 
""" co!:!pletel;y cleared, We gained control of halt ot Dueren. 

In t.ba salient aouthwut of Pnlea, our vm Corps advanced five miles 
against lisht resistance . J. brid&eh.ad wu established acroes the Pnles 
River. 

South of Trier, IX Corps units exp&nded their saar River br idgeheads , 
South ot SUrbrueckan, our XV Corps continued to clear Forbech. To the 
east of this town .,. sainad about a .U. . Seflral Garman ra1da along 
the Rhine south ot Strasbourg .,..re repulsed, 

J 

F.J.;."" 
,11,9 . 116~2. Boc:. ~~,., uJ r{D) • • (E) 

a..D ""'-· ~ l f2 
,_f \11:4 I IWiU MAR 14 1973 



PO 
~ 0 0 • ~ ~ 

.,._,,,.61, 
l iNt AS 0 , 23 ,fiRUARY 

--ll H[ U Or 2ij rURUARY 

............ 



lliOLASSirt111 
Ol D Letter, ~-S-78 

2) February. Tht Tact-ical Air Farce tlew 1, 169 eortiee , One 
hundred ten l:l8d1um bor.>bers atucked targets on t.he Brenne r Rout-e and 
1n nor tlleastern Itely, while 867 f1glltere struck ene~ l.inee or 
cQIIIIllunication 1n northern Italy, Yuaoalavi.a, and Austria , 'lhe Coastal 
and Balkan Air Forces n "" l2? sorties, &tucking harbors 1n north-
w .. tern Itely and a O.noan headquarters and ot.ber t-argets 1n !ugoelaYia, 
Three enemy aircraft. were deetroyedJ we lost six , 

24 February. The Tact-ical Air Force reported 1, 026 sor ties . 
~tedium and li&ht. bombers dropped over )()() tons o! booabe, pr1ncipa.lly on 
rall linea and bridges 1n northern Italy. Five bridges nre destroyed , 
other planes attacked lines of cor.municetion and CIOtor and rail trans -
port throughout t.be Po Valle)' . 1'e lost eJ.cht planes , 

The Britieb Eight-h ArQy made a eucceaatul liaited-objective attack 
along the right bank o! the Senio River south o! Coti8110la and held otr 
O.no&n counterattacks , Bras llian and IOOilOt&i.D troops ot the US Fi!t.b 
Army gained about a adle on a t wo-mila front through the 110unta1ns north 
ot Pistoi&. Three eneav counterat-tacks 1n thie area were also r epuleed , 
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22 February. The Eastern Ur Coaend reported 2 , 687 sorties, 
of which 683 '11'8re o!.tensive, Fifty heavy bombers a truck supply dumps 
northwest of Sagains; medium and fighter bombers hit enemy positions 
and supply dw:ps in central BU!'lll& , Support was given to ground troops 
all along the tront . 

23 Febz:uary. Sixteen offensive sorties '11'8re no"" by the 14th 
Ur Foree. '1"11'8nty-ni.ne escorted heavy baobers '11'8re airborne to attack 
rail,yarda but were forced back to their base by bad weatherJ two of 
the escorting fighters were lost. 

'!'he Chinese captured Namtu and gained five miles in the area south-
'11'8s t of the tollll . Expandi.n& their bridgehead acrose the Irrewa.dey, 
Br i tish troops reached a point 25 miles east of Psg&nJ pa trola were ten 
a1les northeast and 20 ailes soutb'll'8s t ot tba advance point without 
encountering the enemy, Forty miles '11'8s t of Pagan, an advance ot t hree 
IIIS.les to the south was reported without opposition. 

On the .lrakao front, troops advancing south toward the Ru-ywa beach­
bead gained five miles . 
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SOUT!!!I!!ST PACIFIC rupm 

22 February, 0! 219 previoualy unreported eort.iea, halt ..,re 
flown by SolomoN-ll8oad airora!t , Thirty-six light bombers attacked 
troop eoneentretions sout bweot o! Baguio , 

23 February, ()lly 36 sorties were apeeitin&l.ly reported, but 

numerous others ... re flown Cl'ler Lu~on, including a 51-ton attack by 
an t.~Mtatad ntlllber o! bo:abara near Fort Stotsenburg. Patrol planas 

sank tlrO troop-laden landing ereft in the Ryulc:yua . r.l.edium bombers hit 
two tankers, a deatr0)'8r, two deatr0)'8r escorts, and another vessel ort 
Cam RAnh Bay. Nineteen B-44 ' e a truck an airfield on Borneo. 

I Corps troops on Luzon, advancing from Rir.al againot minor opposi-
tion, reached Pantebangan about ten allu to tbe north. Follow1Jig a 

one--hour .artillery prepnra~ion, XIV Corps troops launched a coordinated 
att.ack on lntramuroa and secured appraxiJnately three-quarters o! the 
walled city against disora:anized resistance . Loa Banoa '1185 captured 

and the eneiQ' garrison which had held the 2, 1.46 llberatad internee~ waa 
'• e.r.nihilatad. • made two-ella a4ftlleea in the hills northeaet of Jlan1la . 

CUr troops ..,re 1:10pping up the nat a"ld of Corregidor. 

PACITIC (!(WI ARF.A 

24 Feb!'1!!!7. Preliain&ry reporta atata 110re than 200 ~·• ot the 
XXI Bomber Comnand .,..re diapatcbad to participate io the combined air 
attack on Tolc;ro. 
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24 FebM!!!'Y, The Soviete made turUler small gains 1n •East. 

l'nlssia . South of Danzig s everal counterattacks were repulsod, and 

Ute line -s advanced slJ.ahtly. Fighting ccn tinuecl heavy &long the 

Silesian trante . 
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EUROPE AND THE LIEDITERRANEAII - STRA.T.WIC AIR 

22 February . SllJlllll8r1ee of the combined air effort against col!Dlluni­

catiana in northern Italy o.nd throughout Gennat~Y indicate that .3, 266 

bombers and 4,67.3 fighters participated for a total of 7, 939 effective 

sorties . Three hundred fifteen locomotives, 1,038 rail cars, and 196 

motor vehicles were reported destroyed and tracks 'WBre cut in more t han 

500 plaoas . 

Th& RAF sent 155 heavy bombers to attack benzol plants at Gelsenkirchen 

and Osterfeld; 34 booi>ed rail viaducts at Bielefeld and Altenbecken , 

Seve.nty- two Mosquitoes dropped bombs on Berlin . 

S:lxty- five RAF medium and heavy bombars from Italy struck a rail-

yard at Padua . 

23 February. Continuing to attack rallyards, 1 , 283 escorted 8th 

Air Force heavy bombers bombed widespread targets in central Gernan;y. 

Fifteen parked enemy aircraft 'WBre destroyed; 51 bombers and 47 fighters 

are miss ing but most of these are bel ieved safe on the Continent. 

Flying from Italy, 482 escorted 15th Air Force heavy bombers 

attacked rail,yards in southern Germany, Austria and northern Italy. 

A total of 1,163 tons ..as dropped. Three bombers are mi•sing . 

... . ,. ....... 

&.0 . 11662. Sec.. 3{E) .ad 5(D) ..al't(l f 1 <'ll "" 

08D ....... Mo7 a. 11 72 .• 

• JS. -- MAR l 4· 197J..,.. ,.__ 
·--.~~·~ r:.. ... 

, 

. : 



WESTERN FRONT 



f!IWliO 
111.0. 1 uo-. 11oo. ICII> ... e(D) or CIO 

EUROPEAN THEA 1'ER 081) ...... ..., \,t&2 14 1973 

.. .19, -~----22 February. Participating in the ertort aa&inst cOimlUllieations 

(reported under Strategic Air) , the Tactical Air Force new u , 786 eortiee, 

and dropped l, 726 tons or boooba . Rocket-launching sitea in Holland &lao 

""ro attacked. Thirty-six (probably u2) ena"')' aircraft were deetroyed; 

we lost 6J planes . 

Illring the 24-hour period ending at 0600, one !ly1ng bomb tell in 

Antwerp and lJ !ell in neighboring areaa . Antiaircraft !ire shot down 

ll othero , 

23 Februarz. !llring the 2u-hour period ending at 0600, ten rockets 

!all in Eaaex, Kant and the London areas. 

Resiet.ance stiffened conaiderably in the First Canadian Arm:~ sector. 

Ea8't o.r Goch their troops advanced a ..Ue and a hal! toward lfeeze on the 

main communication line to the Ruhr. 

At 03)0, atter a 45-oainute artillery preparation, all three Corpa 

or our Ninth Arm:~ and the VII Corps or tho First Arley launched a co-

ordinated attack acroes the Roar River and l:l&de satie!actory P""iress 

against 1n1t1all,y light resiatance. At least 10 br1dgeheade were estab­

list..d and consolidated by gains averaging over two ..U.a &loll& the Una 
b-<111 lleinsberg to thrM llllea aoutlrnat or !lleren. The level of the 

Roar is seven ieet above normal and the IIW1ft current hampered assault 

boat croeainge. No bridges have as yet bean reported. 

Attaoking the north face o! the en~' e Pruem- Echternacb oalient, 

e~nts ot the VIII Corpo advanced e011theast •- three a1les over a 
12....U. tront, but stroll& eneJll7 preseure on the southern !ace forced 

ue to a hall-toile withdrawal. 

The Seventh Arii\Y cleared two-thirds or Forbach against sti!! 
2 
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reei•tance and advanced to within a hall :dle of S&arbruecken deopite 

strong counterattacks. South of Strasbourg the Oett1ans maintained 

active patrols all along the tront . 
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MEDITERRA!lEAN THEATER 

22 Febrwo.ry. The Balkan Air ForCle in 82 sorties etrock tergeta 

along the northeast AdriAt1.c and new armed reconnaiesance over the 

Sarajevo area. 

In all taCltical operations dUring the period we lost ten planes . 

23 February. The Tactical Ai.r Force continued to concentrate 

ita etrort on cOIIIIIW\ications , !lying 1 ,160 sorti.es and cJa1m<ng 

extendn d&maae . Three er-""'Y a1.rcral't were destroyed; eight or ours 

were lost . 

US mountain troops north ot Fiatoi.e made a halt - lrlle gain against 

stiff resistance . The Eighth Army repuloed a small r a i d nonr the 

Bologna- Forli big~. 
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21 Febru&ry. '11>e Eutem A1.r ec...and new 2, 688 sor~ies ol which 

691 .. re Uctical . F'i!ty-nl.J:e Liberators attacked rolla at llolcpalin 

and ~Utba en the l!andalay- Rangocn rsilroad. Other principal ettorts 

.. ,.. against tar&•ta near Laabio and llsipP, positions and dur:po in the 

Sin&u-Palcokku-Ru_,... area, and suppl.Jr install.aticno and atrlieldo alene 

the l!anclal~-Rangocn rcuta . 

21 and 22 Febnlary. The lhtb A1.r Force new 180 sorties, attacking 

bri~es, tranoporta~ion, shipping, doferuse insUlla~ions, supplies and 

troops in widespread areas of China . Six planes were lost . 

2h February. One hundred six 11-29' s of the XX Bomber Como.nd otruok 

dock areas in Singapore, and four bombed other targets . Tho preliminary 

report die! not include losses . 

22 February. Ch.inese along tbs lW'rna Road met the oneey five miles 

, south or llsenwi . To the west, Cllinese forces entered r:amtu and eaptw-od 
, 

the railroad etation. Br1t1eb troops Clf.do slicbt gains at ~ bridge­

bead despite counterattacks . The island in the Irrawadi:IY south ot 

Palcoldcu waa cleared of thc OIH!Il;)' . Northwest ot Dalet on the .ll-alcan 

Mlnl•nd ae ... ral Japanese attaeke Wttre repuleed. 
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21 February. Two h:undred fi.tty-aix previously unreported sorties 

'W8re nown, incluc:ling 66 by SolO:JIOM-baaed aircr aft over New Ireland 

and Jlou&ainville . S1xt~1ght fighters and cl1ve bocobere supported our 

ground forces in Uo.ni.la and on correg1dor. An airclruoe near Davao was 

attacked by 28 o! our heavy bombers . One enel!IY plane was dsstroyed. 

22 February. Ulring aver .360 sorties, targets near Fort Stotaen­

burg were attacked by 100 heavy bombers, and 36 b""bed airdromes on 

Borneo. QJr medium bombers struck a convoy off southeast Chin.a , sinking 

one c:lllatroyer and probably si.nldng a large freighter . Heavy bomber 

patrols eanlc and ~d p:all sh1ppino near l!on&kong, in the Fcl:'lloaa­

~e area and around Negros leland. 

On Luzon, our I Corpe captured hiah ground two rUles east o! ~ 

' 
C&uringan and also occupied the remtJ.ning tift h1lla do.inating the 

area north o! San l:icolae . In ldani.la heavy f1ghting continued around 

t he Intranuros; all buildings on ita eastern approaches have bee11' taken·, 
,: ~ . 

Northeaot of 11an11a our troops croesed the llarikina River and reached 

1/.ateo. Southe&at o! l!an1la they occupied Ta;ytay unopposed; our e.trela 

-re one J:lile !rom Ant1polo. 

The c~ique reporte the rescue by our paratroopar s of 2,146 

civilian intemeea, 110etJJ' Americana, at Loa Banoe on Laguna de a..y. 
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19 l"ebn>ary. lllring the XXI Bomber Command r aid over Japan, 

previoual7 reported, 119 B-29 ' a dropped 352 tau ot l>omb$ on Tok;yo 

dock and incklatrial area.o and 12 others dropped 33 tons on addit ional 
tarpts . Tnnty-n.111e 8"""1)' aircraft ,..re a hot down; we lost tour 
B-29' a to ene~ action . 

20 February. lllr~ the ni&ht, a single B- 29 boocbed Osaka, and 
t hll next morning another hit the Tokyo dock area. 
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EAST&Rtl FRO:IT 

23 Febru&ry. Soviet armies JD&de .t'urther advances aa:ainat the 

Ge""'"'l pocket in East Prw!da . 'l'l>.ey wo truccesstul.l,r concluded t he 

sieges o! Posen and Arn1511'8J.de . In Yugoal..avia, Parti.aan advances 

southwest of Sarajevo reached within two mlle. of the city. 
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21 February. lm'ing the night, )0 heavy bomber a of the 8th Air 

Force attacked a railyard at Neustadt . 

The RAF sent J62 heavy bomber s to at tack Du1sburg and J2L to W<m~~a . 

A canal near Oravenborat """' the target for 166 others . Fifty l.!osquitoes 

aasistad in these attacks, and 77 atruck Berlin. One eneey aircraft 

waa shot down; LO bombers nre loat. 

22 February . Prelainary reports or concentrated air efforts 

against t he Oerman cOI:II:Uilications system characterhed re8Ul.ts as ooat 

encouraging. A cooruunique gave the day ' s etrort (including tactical) 

as 8, 000 sorties. 

The 8th Air Foree report shows that communication eentere near 

Hamburg, Leipdg, Hannover and Goet tingen were attacked by a total of 

l , L2J escorted heavy bomber s . Eightee.n (probably JS) enel!IY planes were 

destroyed; lL bombers lllld lL fighters are lliaa1ng , s""'o or which are 

believed safe on the Continent. 

~ n-om It&q, 77u escorted 15th Air Foree heavy bol!!l>ers struck 

at 19 rall7arde in southeastern 0en:l&l1Y and the Caaaraa rail bridge in 

northern Italy. Escorting fighters destroyed SO locomotives and LO tank 

cars . 'n1ree bombers and ten fighters are m1••1n&. 
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21 Febru&ry. The Tactical Air Foree flew 1. , 2J6 sorties . lled1um 

bombers struck eOIIIIlUnieations in the Ruhr and Alsaee , dropping 627 tons 

of bombs . Fighter aircr aft flow rail interdiction lllissions in the 

Cologne-Ruhr·- Jbine and Saarbroe cken- Karlsrube- i'lorm$ areas . Rocket-

launching sites in Rolland were also attacked. Seven eneJll)r aircraft 

"ere destroyed; we l ost 35 planes . 

l).u-ing the 21.- hour period ending at 06oo, six flying banbs fell 

in Antwerp. Four rockets and 42 tlying lxmbs fell in adjacent areas . 

Ant .iaircraf t fire destroyed 42 other bombs . 

22 February. During the 21.-hour period ending at o6oo, five rockets 

fell in the Essex, Kent and London a reas. 

Ooeh was cleared by troops of the First Canadian Arm:!, but i\lrthcr 

progress bss been slow against strong opposition. On the left, there 

was a Slllall gain tcnrard K.alkar. 

The Pruem-Eehternaeh salient was i\l.rther eoMtrieted by advances up 

to three miles along the northern and southern flanks . Qlveloping 

collllllDs of our vm and XII Corps nre only seven mUes apart . The section 

of Vianden east of tho Our Rlver has been cleared. East of Remieh, 

the .XX Corps averaged a three-mUe gain over a 13--mlle front against 

light resistance , capturing Saarburg and establishing two bridgeheads 

over the Saar Rlver. 

Seventh Arm:/ troops cmtinlled to make slight gains against stiff 

resistance in Forbaeb and Cllt the Fbr baeh- Saarbruecken Road. 
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21 February. Tacticel , Coastal and Belkan .ur Forces !lew 

265 previously unreported aorties against cCialltWiic&tiona and suppl.isa 

ill northern It&l,y and Yllioalavia. Durin& the period we loat 11 

planea. 

22 FebNary. The Tacticel .ur Force !lew 1,100 aortiea, concen­

tra t ing ito e!fort agaillst roads, ralla, bridges, and aotor transport 

behind the battle lilies , nnd sending medium bombera to attack r ailyarda 

and br1~ea in the eentrel Po Valley and elong the Brenner Li.oe. 

US -.ntain tl:'Oops north ot Pistoia iaprowd posUiona and repuhed 

two counterat tacks west or lo!onte Belvedere. To the out, Br-azi l 1ana 

gained a helt mile, capturing llonto Coat4l.lo . Elsewhere elong the 

tront there wu active patrolling. 
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20 February• The Eastern Air Comand new 2, 512 sorties, of which 

836 were offensive . Some planes new grow>d support, but moat attacked 

supply dumps, COUIUU11cations and troop concentrations in central and 

southern Burma. Forty-<J~ht Liber ators bombed supply dul!lps at Singaingmyo, 

and 11 bombed Toungoo a i rfields . 

Striking airfields around Tsingtao, 29 fighters of. the luth Air 

Foree destroyed six enell\Y planes (these sorties were in addition to 

those previously reported) . 

21 February. Chinese t r oops advanced four miles south of Hs enwi 

towards Lashio against l~ht enell\Y contact. On the IrrawsdcJ;y, patr ols 

nine miles ea~t of Tbabeikkyin failed t o observe any Japanese troops . 

British crossed unopposed to the Irrawsdey island south of Pakokku and 

oade contact with disorganized eM!l\Y. Pagan bridgehead was expanded 

despite a counter attack on the south. Nor th of Seikpyu a heavy attack 

forced the British to withdraw !ive miles . 
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SOUTIIIIEST PACIFIC AREA 

WCL·•SS!l'!I11 
JBV Lott~:. n-a-7a 

20 Febru!£r• In previously unreported actions , 81 Solo~ons-based 

aircraft struck !lew Britain and !lew Ireland, 27 B-21. ' s destroyed barracks 

near Davao, and 71. figh~ers attacked Biri, Cebu, Negros and Pansy in 

the Philippines . 

21 February . !.lost of 278 reported sorties were over Luzon . EneDIY 

positions near Fort stotsenburg were bombed bw 92 B-2L•s and airdromes 

on Borneo bw )2. A B-21. patrol sho~ down two eneDIY aircraft near the 

l\YUl<:yus • 

On Luzon, I Corps troops captured t>;o of seven hills dominating the 

area north or San tlicolas . To the south, our forces occupied an eneDIY 

hill position less than t1'1o miles south of Puncsn. XIV Corps troops, 

reducing the Intramuros section or Usnila, continued to encounter strong 

opposition. To the east we continued to attack encircled eneDIY forces 

near ~labato Point and advanced sooth to t he Alabang~!untinglupa area 

without contact. On Cor regidor we cont inued to reduce enemy strongpoints , 

Biri town on Biri Island in the San Bernarcl1no Strait was secured attar 

a sharp engagement . 

19 Februasr. 1'/e had landed at Allen on the northwest of Samar rl th­

out oppos i tion . Possession of Allen, and Capul and Biri Islands gi ves us 

control of San Bernardino Strait . 

PACIFIC OCEAJI AREA 

l8 Februasr. ~ring the night two B-29 ' s bombed Osaka. 
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EASTERN FRONT 

22 February. The Soviets over came t he stronghold of Zinten 

and further narrowed the Oennan pocket in East Prussia . In the Polish 

Corr i dor, tho advance wes t of the Vistula averaged three miles along a 

30-<Dil.e sector. The Soviets reache d the Neisee River on a wide front · . 

and were fighting in t he outskirts of Guben and Forst . 
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EUROPE AIID THE YEDITERRAIIEAN - STRATID IC AlR 

20 February , n.r1ng the nf&ht , 514 RAF heavy bombers attacked 

the induBtrial area of Dortmund and 274 bombed an oil refinery and 

other tsrgets near n.sse1dorf; 35 Mosquitoes joined in t hese raids, 

while 66 others hit Berlin. 1'1-renty- one heavy bomber s are missing . 

Sixty-five bombers or the Strategic Al:r Force in Italy dropped 

227 tons on railyards at Udine . 

21 February. The 8th. Air Force dispatched 1 , 261 heavy bombers 

to attack rail and industrial targets at Nuernberg for the second 

consecutive clay. Four enemy planes were shot down; six bomber s and 

five fighters are missing . 

In Italy, $82 heavy boobers or the 15th. Air Force attacked rail 

targets in the Vienna area. Th.irt·een bombers are missing . 

Seventy bombers of the Strategic Air Force struck an armament 

depot at Pole, and 14 dropped suppli es 1n northern I taly. 
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EUROPEAN THEATER 

lllOLASSrFIZB 
bSD Letter , 6-S-72 

20 February. During the 24-hour period to sunset, weather pre­

vented offensive operations by medium bombers and l:IJni ted other planes 

of the Tactical Air Forcos to ~66 offensive sorties, flown principelly 

in armed reconnaissance from Cologne to Alsace . Rocket sites near The 

Hague were also attacked. 

ntring the 24-hour period ending at 0600, six flying bombs fell in 

Antwerp; l4 rockets and 5l f:cying bombs fell in scattered areas outside 

the city. Antiaircraft destroyed ~0 other flying bombs . 

21 February. ntring t he 24-hour period ending at 0600 , ll rockets 

fell in the Essex, Kent, SU£fclk, and London areas . 

By noon, troops of the First Canadian Al'!llY continued the clearing 

of Ooeh against stiff but decreasing resistance ; small gains were made 

t(To'tard Kalkar despite t ank- infantry counterattacks. 

F;nell\Y reaction to Third Am(y pressure was spotty, and advances up 

t o three miles were made at several points around the arc of the Pruem-

Echtemach salient . North of R<nich, the XII Corps expended its lloselle 

bridgehead at \fl.ncheringen and was joined by XX Corpe armor whi ch had 

advanced eight miles north against light resistance . In this sector 

the XX Corps gsinod an average of five miles on a l2~ile front . Several 

counterattacks were repulsed in the Saarlautern a rea . 

South of Saru'bruecken, t ho Seventh AIT.\Y made l :1Jn1ted advances along 

a l<Hnile front . Oemans were continuing to offer stiff resistance in 

Forbach . rum. . "'! 
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ll!CtAGSIYn:B 
I I e• t -, f•-S-78 

21 February. The Tactical Air Force new l ,U8 sort1os , chi.eny 

1n anoed reconnaissance and attacb on aun positions, occupied bull~·· 

coa:un1cat1on• and supply <Wnps through~t northern Ital,y and Yugoslavia . 

Fifth Aney W'lits continued their advance north ot Pisto1a, 

conaolidating the ridges 11round lit . Belvedere by gains not exceedins 

a mile . Slaewhere along the Italian l'l-ont there were scattered minor 

actions . 
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ASIATIC THEA.TER 

l4':01J.SS!l'l'D 
1•Sil b~tc-, D-8- 72 

19 February, The Eastern Air Comnand new 1,970 sortiee, of 

llhich 509 were o!!eneive , trine heavy b<lllbers laid mines in the Gul! 

of Wartaban and to the south . Other planes continued the attack on 

ground- support terget s , communications, and supply areas throughout 

central au,a. vre shot down two planes and lost four . 

20 February. The 14th Air Foree new about 30 offe.nsive sorties 

in central China, and three B-24 • s attacked shipping in the Gulf of 

Tongking . Two fighters are missing . 

Chinese t r oops advanced to within three miles of Namtu , meeti~ 

light resistance. Along the Irrawaddy, both the My1nmu and Singu 

bridgeheads were subject to sharp attacl<s . British mechanized units 

advanced to a point l S milee east of Pagan and were engaging the enell\Y 

at Seywa. In the Arakan area, after repulsing an attack on the Ru-ywa 

beachhead, British troops made a slight gain . The Kangaw area was 

reported clear of the enemy. 
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SOOT/IllEST PACIFIC A.REA 

18 Febru&J1• One hundred oevent:y-!1ve previcusl;y unreported 

sorties were !lo..,.., princi~ b;y aed.1um and ll.j:ht ba:lbera over Luzon 0 

19 February. llal! or 211. add.1t1onal sorties were nown over the 

Bouat.1nv1lle-11"" 81-itain-Now Ireland area and the remainder prino1pall:y 

o.,.r llindanso, !Iegros and Cebu o 

20 February, In the course or over 100 reported sorties , 36 heavy 

ba:bero a ttacked an airdra:e on northern Borneo, SO light bollbers ot.nlck 

Puerto Princoea on Palowan, and other planes 1upport.ed our forces on 

Corregidor ancl Bataan. Liberators on patrol in the Formou-Jeyulc;yus area 

oank two coutal vessele and t.breo •eatrud<s, lo!t a t"roi4hter ablaze, 

ancl ohot down two en~ planes . 

On Luzon, wo capturecl oneor.y positions on h11h grCJUnd !cur ...Ues 
0 

southout or Rooario. Fighting continued in llan.ila and on Corregid~r 

ou.r troops continued tha reduction ot etubbom eneJliY resietance in 

tunn•la, caw• and abore pooitiOMo l!agac on the west coaot of Bat.ujl 

wao occupied without opposition . 

We eotablilhed a beachheacl on El1r1 Island o!f northwootern Samar. 

PACIFIC O::IWI ARl!A 

17 Februarz. Two B-29'• attacked Tolc;yo and a third hit a coutal 

c1ty to the aouthwoat . 

18 February. Thirt;y-!ive B-29 1s dropped lSO toM on TNk air!ielda . 

llUmJ 
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21 February, Pushing farther north in the Polis h Corridor, 

the Soviet s cut the southern rosd and rail routes to Danzig about 

20 miles east of Chojnice . In five to eight-mile advances which 

out fianked Guben on both sides , they br oadened their front facing 

Berlin by 20 miles . 
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20 Febn>ary , Pl:lur B-24' a of the ll tb Air Foree boBbed Kurabu- Saki 

in t he Kur U e !•l ands , 
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b!CLA8SIFnll 
OSD Lotter , 6-S-72 

KUROPE Atm THE I!EDITERRANEAN - STAA TIDIC AIR 

19 Februar:y. The RAF employed 166 Mavy bombers to a trike 1'1esel , 

and 254 to attack an oll plant at Boehl en . Ei;:hty Wosquitoes bombed 

Erf'urt and 26 raided other Otlman cities. 

20 Februar:y. Rall and motor transport shops near lluernberg were 

the principal targets for 902 heavy bomber s of the 6th Air Force . 

Fifty- four eneey- planes were destroyed, l4 of them be:l.ne shot dOTm . 

Fift-een bombers and 19 fighters are missing , of which nine fighters 

are believed safe . 

Heavy bombers of the 15th A,ir Force dropped 1 ,163 tons on two oil 

refineries and a r nllyard in t he Vienna area, steel lTOrke soutlmest of 

Vienna, shipyards at Fiume and Trieste, and rallyards at Pola . Of 581 

bombers dispatcMd, four are mi ssing. 

Twenty-five burning oll ears were observed blocking the main Vienna-

' Uunich line as a result of the previous day ' s 15th Air Force attack. 
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ll!CLA6STJ'm 
bSD Lol!e r, ~-3-72 

19 February. The Tacti c&l Air Forces new 1 , 33.3 ~ortiee . J.ledium 

bombns dropped more than 6oO tons on rail bridges , depots, and barracks; 

lighter plane a supported ground torcea frca tho Cologne &rea to Alaace . 

Six an8l:l)' planes were dest.royed; "" lost sewn. 

Dlring the 24-hour period end.1.nc at 0600, one rocket and six Ily'ing 

banbo fell 1n Antwerp, and four rookota and 27 flying bOmbo fell 1n 

scat ter ed areaa outside the city. Antiaircraft shot down 42 n;ring banbs . 

20 February. In tho 2441our period ending at 0600, ten rockets fell 

1n the Kent, &oaex and London areas . 

Preliminary reports indicate that our tactical aircraft were active . 

To noon, troeps of Lhe Firet C&ltndian Arey continued tho clearing 

of Goeh. Despite heavy resistance and continued counterattacks, they 

advanced up to a mile along the line fr0<1 west of Goeh to southweat of 

ltallcar . 

OUr Third Arey met heavy art1.l.leey !ire and stubbom resiatance fr<n 

pWb<:lxes but aade additional progresa againat both n&nka of the I'Nem­

Echternach salient, ga1ning a mile and a half' 1n the north Md up to two 

miles on an sight-a~ilo front 1n t he south . llorth of Remich , tho XII Corps 

ent ered Winchor ingen, eas t ot tho IJosello . East of Retrlch, the XX Corps 

pushed an average of about t wo •ilea on an eight.-eile front . 

Southweet ot Saarbrueeken, Se'renth Al1llf troops bad entered Forbach 

and were clearing the ~outhem outskirts again~t cons iderable ruiatance. 
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~· .... lJ!I:rrm 
~ID Letter , 0-8-?2 

19 Februarz. Weather 1U.ited the Coastal and Balkan Air Forceo 
to 71 oortios, ncnm mainl¥ over the northern AdriAtic and Yugoslavia. 

20 Pebruarz. Fl,ying 1,)20 oortuo, the Tactical Air Force con­
tinued to disrupt COIII!Wiicationo behind the tront, in the central Po 

Valley, and .along the Brenner line , 

The Fifth Army cont i.nued to advance north o! PUtoia, capturing 
two high points, lit . Belvedore and !.!t . Oorgolesco, 1ofi:a1nst modarate 

opposition. 
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ASIATIC TI!J'.ATI!R 

~ t!.:L.o.c-fi71D 
¥~u Le::.~. t-B ·a 

17 February, The Eas tern Air COI!!OISJld fiew 2, 780 IOrties of 

which 6$.) were ottendve. Those included. in addition to proviousl)>" 

reported heavy bomber strikes, attecks on positions , supply dumps , 

bridges, and railwa,ys in widespread areas of Burma. 

18 February, The Eastern Air Ca:l!lllnd reported 2, 052 eorties or 

which $.)Ia ,..,.. cooobat . Forty-eight Liberators dropped 218 tons of bot:bs 

an suppl;>" llwpe around Ienangyaung . l!edimos, fi&.'lters and tighter 

booobers continued the general. pattern ot previous ~·a attacks, hitt ing 

t he area trooo Pakokku to Laahio and ll;yitson . 

19 Feb!'UIU'y. The l llth Air Force new 1$ ortensi ve sorties . A 

200- root oil barse was deetroyod and nine river craft were damaged in 

t he Yangtze River at Kiukiang . 

Chinese troope had occupied the Burma Road town ot Hsenwi againet 

l ight oppooition . To the weat, other Chineae advanced in two columns 

tow&rdo !>mtu. lleeyY f ighting continued in the ltb'itson area. .Uoog 

the rn-...... c~ctr, a counterattack at Si.ngu bridgehaad waa l'epuleed, 

Pakolclcu waa cleared, and the Pagan bridgehead was expanded the miles 

to the southeast. 
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SOOTIIIIEST PACIFIC TI!E.\TER 

,,. t !.!tt'-I?IJI 
J.ott -, r.-3-7B 

18 February. Of 285' previously Ulli'8ported sorties , lll were 

nown in the Bou.gainville-New llr1tain- li8YI Ireland area, and most 

of the remainder were in IJUpport of operat10fll on Cor regidor and 

1n northeast !Janila, and a;:ainst targets on southern llindanao . 

19 February . Over 25'0 sorties were reported. About 100 B-2L ' s 

hit Formosa in adverse weather; medi\lJ\1 bombers and fighters partie-

ipated, the latter destroying 13 eneJIIY planes and sink:lng a coastal 

vessel . Thirty- three heavy bombers struck Borneo airfields . Other 

planes supported ground forces on Corregidor and Bataan and struck 

targets throughout Luzon. 

On Luzon, we occupied Fort McKinley •nthout opposition. To 

the southeast we were attacking high ground near Mabato Point against 

determined resistance . Our forces on Bataan were engaged with the 

enelliY five miles northeast of Bagac. On Corregidor, our troops seize,li 

eneJI\Y bunkers and a twmel 700 yards southeast of Rock Point, and 

were meeting stiff resistance in the vicinity of Breakwater Point . 

A canpecy ot infantry landed on Capul Island off northwestern 

Samar against light opposition. On Leyte, strong local resistance 

wns encountered on the western coast . 
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DI!CLA88IJ IU 
diD Lo~tor, 6-8-?1 

17 Feb.nuuz. -..n. tbe air att.acka on Tolqo and lwo Jim were 

l.n ~~ .l.ni\T and llavy planes atn>ck Chichi Jl.tlla, Haha Jima, 

19 Febryarz. Ten ~L•a attacked Chichi Ji.aa. Filteen aircra.rt 

bit. t.artet.l oo Yap and 1n the Pal.aus . 
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D.!CLASSI7UD 

UBD Lotter, b-3-72 

20 February. In East Prussia the reduction of the Gorman pocket 

continued. The Soviets made further advances on the west bank of the 

Vist ula north of Gr audanz . In Slovakie a new Soviet drive had penetrated 

within ten miles of Zvol en . 
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OSD Lotter, ~-3-72 

'l'!lo total US air ef!ol't for JD.Illlary 19LS consisted of 8L , 061 

offensive sorties, cklring llhleh 86,96) tons of ballbs wel'8 dropped. EneJ:IY 

aircl'a!t. tctalli.nt 1,1L5 were destroyed of which 61) were shot down in 

aerial canbat . Our losses fl'om an causes totalled l ,L18, 6'i7 ot these 

bei.nt lost to &rtf!li\Y action, inclucll.ng 268 shot down . B-29'e contributed 

1, 009 sorties and J,6LJ tone of banbs to the totals and accounted for 

1)0 of the planes deotroyed; 15 B-29's were lost tc ~nonv action and 19 

wore lost fro. ethel' causes . Approximately half the total sol'tiee and 

lessee occurl'ed in the European '!beater and 62 per cent of the total bomb 

tonnage was e:xpended there . 

EUROPZ AND THE llBDITE:RP.AN!Wl - STRA Tm IC .tm 

18 February. Wesel was attacked by 155 RAF heavy bombel'S . Fit'ty­

three lloequitoes struck shipyarda at Bremen and Berlin and other cities. 

Twenty-three heavy botlbera mined the K.at tegat, waters of! Helgoland, and 

rivel'a in northwestern Gerwany; two bombers are missing. 

19 February. Six in<klstrial plants, four railyards and ethel' targets 

in tho Ruhr wel'8 bombed by 1,135 8th Air Force heavy planes. Transportation 

targets in the llannover- Keeeal area were strafed by 181 !ight.ora. One 

bomber and seven fighters are zaiaaing . 

Fl.y1ng from Italy, 590 heavy bombere of the 15th Air Fol'ce etruok 

at l'ailyards in Austria, and Iugoalavia, and at F1woe and Pol& harbors . 

' Thl'8e en8J:IY planes wore destroyed; nine ballbers and four fighter s a re 

lliasing. 
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18 February· Weather liMited the Tactical Air Forces to ll) 

sorties . Bomber s dropped 129 tons , chietly on cOOI:Iunic&tions around 

Koblenz . Sixteen panes ot the Western French Air Forco hit f)-e1burt; . 

nu-tnc the 21.- hcur period ending at 1600, J.)j !lying bombs fell 

in Antwerp, and ll rocket• and 1.2 tlytnc bombs fell in acatterod areas 

outside the city. Antieircratt destroyed 39 !lying bcabs. 

18 and 19 FebZU!U"y. n,rtng 1.8 houre ending at 0(,0() on the latter 

day, 21 rockets fell in tho E<oaex- Kent- London area . 

19 Fwbru.uy. By noon, Briti.sh t.roops ot the Canadien Firat ~ 

....,,... eng&&ed in hea\'j' fi&hting . Thay cleared Gocb after bridging a tank 

ditch under hea\'j' artillery and n:ortar fire . Heavy oppoaition contimed 

nort hwest or Kalkar. 

Our Third A.rr:t:f con timed to attack the northem and southern !lank 1 

ot the Cenun salient bet ... en Pru ... and Echtemsch, JOalc:ing cains or up 

t o a Clil.a along eight to t ·sn-Ciil.e fronto . To the sout h, east of Remich , 

the XX Corps gained a mile on a ! our-mile !rent. 

Along the Gen:>an border eouth of Surbruecken, SeY.,th Araly troopa 

aade limited advances. Countera ttacks and intiltrationo """" repuleod 

north of Sarregu ... ineo. 

20 February. The Fornrd Echalon, Sup reM Headquarters, Allied 

l!Xped1ti01W7 Force s , waa achecluled to open at Roiaa a t 0200 . 
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DZCLA8STPID 
~SD Lotter, 6-8- 72 

16 Febnlary. The Tactical Air Force fiew 68 sorties, in addition 

to thoae reported previoulllJr. Coea~sl and Bslkan Air Force plBnea, 

hal::porod by weather, made ...U-scele attacka in northern ItalJ' and in 

Yugosavia. ll'e lost one plane. 

19 February. Three hundred sixty- one sortie a were nown by the 

12th Air Force , pr actically all of them over the battle areas and 

-sains~ c"""'unicationa to thot north . 

The F1.1"th Arf::T advanced a alla on a tour....,ua tront north or P:l.atoia . 

In the Serchio Vsllay sector our lines .. ..,re adjusted by a oli£ht with-

drawel down the river and by advances or our fillnke in the hills on both 

sidos or the valley. 
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VfD Letter, ~-S-72 

l7 February. Forty-ei&ht heavy bombers of tha Eastern Air Coal:and 

a truck five airfields in Uta pneral area Pyinlllalla-lobndalay; 15 bombed 

the Burma-siam railway, destroying two bridps and damaging a third; 

and l3 destr oyed t wo bridioa on the !ioulmein-Ie raU way . 

18 February. The 14th Air Force flew J4 of!onsive sorties , 

principally over central and aas tern China. A 8-24 sank a vessel in 

the Oul! of Too kin. 

19 l'ebruary. Durlnl tho n Bomber Ca:mand ai.asion, 185 tons of 

baobs wore dropped on KUalA Lumpur, 12 on llor Star, and three on 

ll&rteban . llo a-29 's were lost . 

18 February. The threat of Chinese troops aut of Hsenrl was 

aupented by another advance to a point about four llilea west of the 

SU1'8 Road town. nt. British ldllad 200 Japanaaa in repulsing a 

counterattack at l(yitson . There was strong resistance to minor gains 

at both the Singu and the wYa~a~g41)'innu bridphoada. In tho Arakan 

area, patrols !rom the Ru- ywa beachhead pushed inland two miles with-

out opposition. Troops en Ramree Island were continuing to search for 

1100~ stragglers. 
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SOU'MIEST PACIFIC THEA'l'ER 

17 February. n.ring more than 500 prev1oue1:r unreported s orties, 

Tal<ao in Formosa was struck by 4$ heavy bombers and Davao on Uindanao 

by 20 110re . Positions on the Balete Paoa , near &oguio, and in J.!an1la 

were bombed by 91 Navy f i ghters, and 77 others attscked a11ppl;y areas 

in northern llindan.ao . SolCll!lona planes contributed 1.)0 sorties to the 

total, s triking !lew Ireland, Nn Britain and Bougainville . 

16 February• Over 200 sorties wer e nown. Despite bad ""ather 

Formosa was attacked by 57 escorted heavy banbere, and JL others r aided 

Labllan airfields in Borneo. Patrol bombers sank lll!lllll shippJ.nt: and shot 

down a transport plane near the ~·. 

Bitter hand- to- hand fl.<lhting contin11ed in IJanila aa XIV Corps troops 

cleared cllsperatel;y defended appro ache a to the walled city. Osewhere in 

Wanila mopping up operations c ontinued . Part of Fort ~cKinley was occupied. 

Troopa movJ.nt: eaatward reached Lag\1na D& Bay a t Mabato Point and then 

tun~ed north to llagonoy and Taaig . On Bat.aan, troops of the n Corpa 

moving south from Limay made contact w1 t h the force advancing !roc the 

Marivelu beachhead. On Corroaidor, red\lction or scattered etrCilgpOinte 

continled. 

PACIFIC OCEAN IJ!E.l 

16 February . Two B-29 ' e on weather et.rikea bombed Tokyo and Shimisu 

during the night . 

17 and 18 Febru&ry'. Tweot;r-nine N&YJ fightara hit t.ars•h in tbe 

Palaue and eight bombed Yap . IIWm 
&e. 111&1, lloc. l!(E) u d @ ) .. (t) 
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D! OLASSIPII! 
Oan Lotter, ~-8-71 

19 Feb!'\l.&l'l• The Soviet. ll!lde tl>rther progreaa in tho reduction 
ot the Eaet Pruaeia pocket and :regietered a tmall gain wut of the 
Vietula River na&r Graudanz . They adYaneed about eight mUes to 

otr aiahten lS milee of trent oxtendin& north trom S01111!18rfeld . Yugoola" 
p&rtieans gained ground west o! Sarajevo . 
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UD L.tua:r, 6·31-11 

17 l'•bn!!rz· ~ H rw.1.e ... u.r-, Oftl7 20 o! • l&.rp t~ 

ot f!A1' botbre.n rMolMd t heir target. WeMl. rwo tt.btre ••r. lost.. 

S.tx Wo.qait.oea bJ.t. ~at. ar-r, , 

18 ttbruary. Attt.J"M b••• ... a.u..r Crout~de<l l.be MaY)' botben or 

toM 8\b .l17 fo:roe. 

~ rrc. 1\.-.q, 171 .. carted hM"f7 bcabtn of the lSU. J.ir For-e:• 

1t.nlck a benr.ol pl.t.nt at. Llna and r ail tu'&~• n L.Lna W kl•burt'c · 1'o 

e.u:ro 
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17 Febnlaz:y. Weather 11mited the Tactical Air Forceo to about 100 

sortieo; the principal effort was against railroad bridieo at Ma.yen e.nd 

near Mainz . 

ihrinS the 211-hwr period ending at 0600, cne rocket e.nd aeven flying 

bombs fell in Antwerp, and cne rocket and J7 !lying baobe tell in scattered 

aroae outeide the city. Antiaircraft deetroyed 16 other n~ baabs . 

18 Febn.ary. ll7 nocn, British torcee of the Cana dian First A~ 

had expanded their trent aloog tbe road bst..,£n Ooch and KalkAT; tbey 

reached the northeast outskirts of Gocb. A eounteratteck """ repulsed. 

lbe II Canadian Corpe was encounter ing heavy reeietance &long the Kalkar-

Klevoerthwest or Kalkar . Thore .... 1oclll pr ogreeo out of t he l!euse . 

Abou 8, 700 p •ieoncrs have been token in the Army sector since 8 February. 

~ was attacking the semi-circular e&lient in its line 

bstween Pruea and Bcbternacb and Clllda gaine of about a .. ue on ll.mited 

eectors of the ealient' s northern and sou.them tlanke . 

The XV Corpo of the Seventh AnQr, continui.Dil its drive toward 

Saarbruecken, recilotered gain4 or more than • aile alOilj; tbe tront tra:> 

Fo>'b&cb to eaet or S&rreguomines. 

The French First ~ truetr ated a Genoan att•pt to croso the lbine 

northeast or Mulhoues . 

()61) L..-.'7 .. ~it, ,.... . 
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Lotter , 6- IS- ?8 

17 February. The Tactical Air Force new 906 sorties . Bridges and 

communi cations on the Brenner Route and in northeastern Italy were 

attacked by 152 medium bombors, and 735 f ighters; the r ail bridge at CNJ1'.8 

and two others were dest royed. Smaller attacks in support of ground 

troops were made on the bsttle front . The Balkan Air Force flew 86 

sorties during which LO Oreece-bssed fighters a t tacked gun position s on 

J.!:Uos . In all these operations we l ost six pl anes . 

18 February. Two hundNd ninety planes of the 12th Air For ce con­

tinued the destruction of communications , fighters s triking behind the 

battle lines and medium bombe r s ranging farther north, 62 of them hitting 

marsbslling yards on the Brenner l ine . 

During the per iod endiog at 1!)00, there was no change on the Italian 

bstt le front. 
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ASIATIC TIIEATER 

'OIC LASS Ir I ltD 
faD Letter, 6-8-71 

1$ and 16 F'ebrua.ry. The Eastezn Air Coomand new $, 076 sorties, 

ot ...tdch 1,1)0, including 69 heavy b<nber sorties previously report-ed, 

were offensive , Widespread attacks were made on tranaport, communications, 

positions, suppl,y dwops and bridges in &no&. 

17 February. The lllth Air Foree !lew 102 offensive sortiea, damaging 

considerable rolling at.oek and river er&tt in central Cbir.a and oinking 

a 200-f'oot rivor boat . Four fighters were lost . 

19 February, Fifty-nine B-29 ' s o! t he XX Bomber Comnand were dis­

patched to attack railroad repair shops at Kuala Lumpur (ll.ala,ya) . Secondary 

tarset was an air t1e1d at .Uor Star (J.Iala,ya) , and last resort was the 

railyard ares at Ltartaban . 

17 February. Chinese troops driving clown the Burt:>a Road reached the 

Namtu Valle;y five miles out of Hsemrl . On the Irrawaddy, a strong attack 

againet the bridgehead between !.lyaung and l(yilmol forced a sl1<Jht British 

withdrawal . Allied troope entering Palcoldcu found onl,y ana;q rear guards . 

Farther down the river, Pagan was cleared. North of Sei.I<P3"1, a counter­

a ttack forced another withdrawal . 

In the Arekan area the British made a landing against 11aht opposition 

at Ru-m on the ~~~ainland of Burma, but there was cons1clarable reeistnnce 

to a deceptive landing several miles to the north . Opposition 1n the 

Jtanaaw area hal been wiped out . British forces ac>vina soutbeaot were 

four miles west of Do.let. Ramrea Island waa reported clear. 

tt:.lr.J;] 
M . n•c:. s.x $ r w1 1'1ll ., Q 

'" ' " " MAR l 4 1~73 



+ 

N PACI FIC CEN TRAL WESTER ~ 

F\11 ! 1#/: 

'.- · 
i. ....... 

. .::.~ .... ..... • ~. . ... 
• 

··~ 

+ 

- · ' ' . :. .. •.'\ 
., 
' 
' , . 
.. 

•• -·. J 
U4f HJoi M 



LIM( AI 0 , 18 f ( l ---­
LIM( AI Of l7 f (l ---- • 

' 



l:'.ICI..A8811lD 
otiD Letter. 6- $- ?a 

lS and 16 hbrum. Por these t.•o ~7't aortie• t.ot&ll•d S8S and 

76S r.•pect-1v.t.y, tbl first- f1g'l1re inoluding S6 prev1ou.s17 l"'lport-ed. 

SiJdl.Ar diat.r!b1t10n or e!!ort. M t.be t."'ltc dqs pl.aced an average o! lilO 

plane.s por dq over Corncidor, M· le.a.-t. u equal maher over thcl pr1nc1pd 

Luaon b•tt.l.• AJ"N..• -.nd ~ 0"-1'" tugeta within ra.n.g-e or Solc.on.s-b.ued 

plane• · tupt-a tor the bea'fi..-t o! th•ae at:tacl(a, in addttton to 

Corregidor, were Sa~, a Madqurtera ana near 9alew haa, areas 

uound Yort-s Stot.JMburg .nd ll!cKiftler, &J'ld Pcraoaa1 also, )h heavy ~ben 

struck the Celebeo . A treighte.r, a ocaot.&l. vusel1 and eever.U B:l&ller 

17 Febru!rz. About tln'M hun<b-ed aort:1ea •ere incluc:!a-d in !irat 

report•· .bong these, two srou~ or ~24'• atnac:k !alcao M ronacu, and 

JS B-2L •s •tt.acked &:trneo airtiAilcb . IJ.ght. boarlbe.ra hit. cavea and dtJ.aa;st-.:s 

wea1. o! Fort St.ot.e~bJl"C &:nd eupported t.I"'Opp Oft Ka.rivelea beaeh.lW!ad. 

tneaq reau·tance eft COr reg1dor Y&.S report.ed iM'Niaaing blt. 1ne!!ooUve; 

we had ••eu.red Kallnt.a Ktll . In M.nlla, ow- t.roop• ._,.. rtgroupina !or an 

.. uult Oft lnt.rMII.U"CS ancl wre BOppln& up 1n otJtcr .. otion.s . 'Ke Mpul~d 

s:.al1 at.t.acb a1o~ tbt A.npt-Hovalich•• ro&d. Sollt.bweet or S..ban, • • 

16 febnlary, S«t~:red c-ontaota wre :repcrt.ed ale~ the west cout 

ot lA]'W. 

&.~ II Ut. he. J(B. ud Go;O) ft (IQ 

•t a ism 
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Ol D Letter , 5-S-72 

11J and 15 February. Liber ator s continued the air bombardment 

of Iwo and Chichi Jima. Three B- 29 ' s made individual night attacks 

on Osaka and tb.e Tokyo area . 

19 February. Preliminary repor t s indicat e that 126 B- 29's wer e 

dispatched by the XXI Bomber Command to attack the Nakajima Aircraft 

Works at Tokyo. 

D£1WSjr.!ll 
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tSD totter, 6-B-73 

18 Fobru&!"y . At the b&'e of the Polish corridor, the Soviet• 

enc1rcl.ed the by-passed stronghold of Oraudanz on the Vutula . 'l'he,.. 

were s:r.all gains southwest of Bunzlau and Breolau , 

wssm 
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The 20th Armored Div1a1on (lla.l or General Orlando ':'lard) haa arrived 

at I.e Havre, France; it ne prev1ouslr stationed at Camp C&q>bell, 

Kentucky. 

16 February. }linetr-tive aaeorted heavr bcmber s ot the R&F attacked 

Wesel during the day . Night operetiQIS were cancelled owing to adverse 

weather at bases . 

l? February. Tho 8th l1r Foree dispa tched 345 heavy bombers to 

attack rail yards at Franld'urt am ll&in; tour bOIIIbers and three tightore 

are mie sing • 

Nearly SOO escorted bea•7 bollben ot the lSth l1r Foree attacked 

rail y&rde, a beMol plant and t&lllc worka in the L1n z area, rail yarda 

a t Gr&z, and harbor and oil atorac• inatalla t1Qis at Trieste, Pol& and 

1"1~; more than 1,100 tona of bcmbe were dropped. Three bombers and 

one righter are lllisaing. 
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lliROPWI TUBAI'ER 

16 re'ontarz. !be Tactieal Air rOl'c•• flew 2,931 •orti.ea . ~d 

reoor-.naUaU~Ce wu tlqwn a.lq the ltl1nt ho. Boll.&nd to .U..C., and 

M41ta bc~Mel"a &"tt&::bd ..ucr..t\. anct ~ plAnt. in u. lfa&hr lnd 

\.U'1tW 1n the Ooe!'l ..,._, Bl.e'YeD ....., pl.ane1 Wlt.re dUtrooyedJ .. lo.t. 

tlw"lnl t.he 24 hours tndinc at. 0600, ~ bombs tell in 

A.nt••rpJ five rocbt.s &nd 89 f'l.T1nl botlba tell ill sea.t.t.nd a.reu out­

ddt t.he city. Two t1,y1ng ~. /eU neu Lit&• · Antia.SrCN.tt. dlllt..rO)'ed 

SS o<lcU.tion&l ~ baol>o . 

17 , • .......,. • l>u-1og t.bo 24 ........ ondinc •• 0600, 1) roeb.. toll 

in \he Eetu, fADt. a::sd Leo6oD areu of £nc1,aDd. 

Qr DOCn, Br"1\.1sh troop~ .. ,... o1011na: 1n GC the 'Y1JlAa&e o! Ooc.h, a 

ke7 point 1tl t.bt Siegfried dlfan.tl . Advanc .. up t.o two allu wre IMde 

along a 1.3....U.o tront, and U. rot.d btt.••n•n Oocb a.nd x.Jktr wu out.. 

Forward olementt hAd driven to YL\hln a ..U. and a halt or Ooch on the 

on U. Third Ari:f:f front t.he YID co:rp. Np&l.Md a cOiinwNt.t&ck 

nort.b of PN• and to t.he .w\.bllrllet. 1-• .lntd a .U. «1 • cne~ f'roont. . 

b X'W ec.-p. ot U. Scne:nt.b AzwT M\tanc.4 to a ~ of t.-o .U.• oa 

• J.O..e1l.. h-ont. t.o the nor\b and no:r\hwat. of saz-r.cuea1nee. 1'1> t.he 

tU'tl .. ,..pulled three OOWIWX'$\.t.loka . 

R.llliD 
a.o. uut. &- I(S) -' l(nt • (I). 
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OlD Letter, ~-3-71 

16 February. Weather limited tho Tactical Air Force to 98 sorties , 

and the Coeat&l and Ballcan llr Force to 39 and SJ sorties, respectively. 

Only scall-ee&le attacks were possible 1n northern Italy and Yugoslavia. 

One enell\Y plnno was shot down. 

17 February . '!'bore was no ~e on the ltali.an battle tront. 

IWmll 
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ASIATIC TIIBAtER 

n• Ct.ASSIPTill 
sn L ~~•r. 6-S-72 

15 F'eb!'Wll"'y. P'orty-eeven hea..y bocbera of thoo Eas:tem Air COI:IIIl&nd 

dropped 250 tons on villaaos west of l(yaukao, and 22 more bombed the 

aw--siaJ:l railWliJ, destroying one bridge and dama~l.ng another. 

16 Febru.ary. Twenty-..l.ght fiahtera of the 14th Air Foree carried 

out sweeps over road, r ail and r iver traffic pr incipall,y in centr al 

China . 

Preliminary r eports indicated increasing eno~ a ctivity against 

the British bridgeheads on the Irrawadey between ~ung and J.tyinllll . 

IUWSm 
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SOI.ITI!IIEST PACIFIC 1l!I!A 

lJ. Februarz. Fr011 airfields in the Solomons, )J6 planes attacked 
targets on II'"' Britain, lltrW Ireland and Bouga.invUle . 

15 February. Patrol B-24•s over the R;yulcyus sank one eoastaJ. 
vessel and darapd five others . 

16 February. Following the drop of paratroopers on Corregidor this 
date, an al:lphibious battaJ.ion landed against JOOderate resistance, and 
the two forces consolidated. 

On Bataan, Coehinos Point was secured and the l.lariveles beachhead 
was expanded to a depth of 2, 000 yards and width of 7 ,000. Troops to 
the north had advanced dmm the east coast to Cabcaben and inland alollf 
the road to Bagac four and one-half .Ues sCOlt.bwsst of Pilar. • 

In uanila, "" continued to meet stiff resistance 1n the outsldr~·· 
of Intr&l!lll"Oo . South of the city, wo advanced oaet against moderate 
resistance reaching tha llanila rail~ from Culi-culi to a point t hree 
lliles SCOlth. 

PACIFIC OCEAN A1W. 

' .. 

12 through lJ. February. Five 1nd1vicklal strikes were r.ade by B-29 1s 
against Tokyo, ~a, Oeaka and llaCOYa• 

16 February. Twenty-two Navy fighters attacked ta.r&•te in the 
Palaus , and five hit Yap. 

5 
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l7 February. Red troops made substantial gains in the northern 

pocket, capturing Wormditt and llehl.aack . Nor thwest of Graudanz they 

puabed forward about t1ve al.lea . There ,... heavy fighting on the tront 

southeast ot Berlin, the Soviets cl&iain& to be west of Forst. S...ll 

Sovie t aains ""re reaistared near Sunsl.au and BresJ.au, North ot 

Budapest, in the vioinity of the Danube bend, tbe Germans launched 

strona countarettecka. 

6 
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EUROPE AliD THB IIBDITER!WIEAN - S'l'RATEOIC AIR 

lb February. Ilur1Jlg the night, L3 R.\F hea'VJ' banbers laid 231 

aines in the Kadet Channel and Sa.ssnits areas in the southwestern 

Baltic Sea. Six bombers were lost . 

1$ February, Fifty-two bombere laid 272 mines in the Kattesat and 

o!f Oslo . 

Sixty-nine heavy and medium bombere of the Strategic Air t'orce 

dropped 221 t ons on an oU refinery at Fiune. 

16 Febrllary , One thousand thirty-three escorted he&VJ' bombere 

ot the 8th Air Foree 1<ere airborne to attack three oU plante, a raU­

road bri dge , and tivc r aU yards in north'lfeetern Germany. Preliminary 

reports indicate a loss ot tour banbers. 

The l$th Air Foree dispatched 719 eeeorted hea-.y bombers esainst 

airdroces at Neuburg and Regeneburg and tive r&U ynrds in southern 

Germany, nstern Auetria and northern Ital¥1 1,100 tons ot banbs nre 

dropped. R>urteen banbers and seven fighters are missing. 
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EUROPEAN THEATER 

15' February. During tho 24-hour period to sunset, the Tactical Air 

Forces new 1, 621 sorties . Fighters carried out armed r e connaiseance on 

both sides of the m>ine . l.!edi um banbers attacked railroad bridges end 

a r all yard in the Koblenz and strasbourg areas . Mosquitoes hit targets 

in eastern Holland . !line eneJey planes were destroyed; we lost five . 

D.u-ing the 24-hour period ending at 0600, one rocket and two fiying 

bombs fell in Antwerp; four rockets and JL fiying banbs fell in scattered 

areas outsi de the city. Antiaircraft destroyed J4 other rockets . 

16 February. D.lring the 2u-bour peri od ending at 0600, f our rockets 

fell in England. 

I1Y 1200 hours, Canadian troops bad gained a mlle east of t he Klovo 

Forest . Further l ocal pr ogress was made in the region east of t he Meuse 

and south of the River Niers. Strong opposition was encountered in t hese 

advances and t hree counterattacks were repulsed. 

r.e made limited gains on our Third Arll\Y front north and northeast 

of Echternach. Elements of the XX Corps were eng~ed with the enemy in a 

c ounterat tack east of Remich . 

The U. s. Sewnth Artto" troops canpleted" limited objective attack 

east of Sarreguemines against light resis tance . Our units repulsed a 

small eneJey attack north o! lngwiller. 

2 
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UEDITE!!RANWI TI!EA.TER 

15 February. During the 24- hour period ending at l&x>, weather 

l imi ted the Tactical Air Force to 183 sorties, mainly by fighters 

attacking road and r ail targets on the Brenner Route and 1n northeastern 

Italy. Eighteen medilllll bante r s hi t an anmunition dump near Udine. 

The Balkan Air Force, nying 147 sorties , raided oil installati ons , 

rail yards , and transportat ion 1n Yugoslavia . Coastal Air Force planes 

made limited attacks on target s in northeastern Italy. Tie lost two 

planes . 

16 February. During the 24-hour period to 1500 hours, scattered 

patrol activity was reported on the I tal ian battle front . 
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ASUTIC THEATER 

DELASSIPn:D 
OSD Lotter, 6-S-73 

lJ and U FabMW7. The Eastern Ur Cc.w~d new 4,474 aortiee 

ot which 985 were tactical . Twenty- tour heavy bomber s attacked brid;jea 

on the Burm.SJM.> railway. Lighter plane a continued widespread attacks 

on troop positions, dw:lps, and cOIII!lWiicationo in ene<ny-held area• or 

Burma. Five of our aircraft were lost . 

U and 1!) FabNary. The Uth Air Force new 23 previously un­

reportad otreneive sortie a in the Yellow and Iangtte River areao . Two 

eneJIIY planes were destroyed. 

15 February. The Chinese troops movir6 down the Burma Road towards 

HBenrl had expanded t heir fi'ont several mUee to the east and west ot the 

road in the Kutkai area . Bri t i sh t r oops repulsed several minor attaeko 

on their Singu brid;jehead and extended it to a depth of three .. uee 

east of the Irrawadclr River . Other Allied unite repulsed a minor attack 

northeast of 1\Y&W!i. .t. battalion of Britiah troops wu r eported acrou 

the river in the brid;jehead northeast of Pagan. 
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SOUTH\'/EST PACIFIC AREA 

btot.Assr,.nn 
btD Lottor, S-8-72 

14 February. One hundred and eight previously unreported sorties 

""re nown of which 93 wer e against guns >lest of Clark Field and troops 

north and east of 1\anila . Eleven heavy banbers attscked the 1Iariveles 

area in southern Bataan. 

15 February. According to prelininary reports , heavy bombers 

continued to attack Corregidor. 

The XIV Corps was meeting continued strong resistance in hills 

southwest of Bamban. In Manila, automatic weapons and mortar fire from 

the approaches to the walled ci t y necessitated close-in fighting . in 

the reduction of an~ positions. Advances to Uanila Bay wer e reported 

in two other sections of the city. On llariveles Bay, we captured an 

airstrip and our troops pushed 2, 000 yards inland on the left flank or 

the beschhead and 8oo yards east of Llariveles River on the right . On 

the east coast of Bataan, our troops reached Bantan Grande , southeast 

of Balanga. A U.S. parachute regiment was dropped on Corregidor dur ing 

the day. 
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EASTl!!lll FOONT 

16 Fel>Nary. The Soviets mde a..al.l gains in 'll'ut l'nlssia 

outnankin;! Graudanz b'aa tho n st. In Poaeranl..a tNI O&rC~&ns have 

reea~bllihed c=nieations with Anlswalde . The Red Anll;y straightened 

its lines west of Gruenberg driving to the west for s or.1e 20 mUes but 

was .Corced to yiold Somer!eld t o an en8llll' counterattack. 'n\e encircle-

ment or Breslau has been c<mqUeted. In :Yugoslavia the Germans have 

extensiveq sbcrtened their lines, wbie.'l now run b'o. zvomik, south 

or Sarajevo, to north or ltoet.ar. 
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ll!CLABBIFIII! 
OlD Lotter, 6-3-7t 

WESTER!/ IIEIDSPIIERE 

lS Febn!ary, Three .Ueutian-ba .. d hea-.y booobera att.aclted an &ir­

e trip on Paromuahiro in tho Kuriles . 

WROPE AliD TilE liEDI:l'E!UW!EAN - STRA'I'!DIC AIR 

ll1 February. RAF planes, airborne to attack tareeta in OeJ:'IUJ\y, 

were .forced back by bad weather, with the loss of one bomber . That night , 

716 RAF beavy tx.ber a followil>i up 8th Air Force daylJ.&ht strikea hit 

Chemit: again . Two hundred twenty-four others ~d a synthetic oil 

plant south o£ Lo1p:1g while 45 llosqu1toea attacked Ber lin. Thirty­

four •diu.a and light baabers attacked llclets . Eighteen planes v. 

missing £rom all these operations . 

Six hundred ~wenty-oeven escorted lSth Air Force heavy boobare 

attacked two oil refiner :lu in Vienna, the lloosbierbeuzt oil refinery 

and rail yards at l.laribor, Villach and Ora. . Four bomber s and t hree 

.fighters were loot . 

lS February, ELeven hundred tbirty-aeven eacorted 8th Air Force 

heavy b0111bers wore airborne t o attack raU yarda at Dreaden and Kottbus 

and a synthetic oU plant a t llagdeburg . Two entlii\Y planes ""re deatroyed; 

ll1 bcalber s and nine !J.&htera v. ciseinc. 

Rail steUcns and raU yarda at Vienna and oil refineries in Austr:l.n 

ware attacked qy 7lJ escorted 15th Air Force bombers with 1,)$6 tone of 
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14 February. During tho 24-haur period enc!in8 at sunset, the Tactical 

Air Forces new 5 , 140 sorti es . The principal t arget s ""re five comnunication 

centers , four key railroad br idges and rail linea , airfields, rocket sites 

and defended areao in Holland, northwestern and western Gennany . Eight 

enell\Y planes were destroyed; we lost 15 bomber s and 39 fighters . 

During the 2.4-haurs to 0600, four rockets and two f lying bcmbs fell 

in Antwerp . Six rockets and 38 flying bombs were reported to have landed 

in scattered areas behind the front. 

lS Februe.ry. furing t he 24- hour period ending at o600, eleven r oc ke ts 

fell in England. 

By noon, . troops of the Firat Canadian Army landed on Schouwen Island 

rut were forced to withdraw by heavy fire . Tho U Canadian Corps advanced 

along the !'aline to a point opposite Eumerich . The XXX British Corps ad­

vanced only half a mile east of t he Reichswal.d but pushed ahead nearly two 

miles southwest or the forest . 

On the Seventh Army front, troops of our XV Corps gained limited 

objectives along a four-mile front east of Sarreguemines. Ther e was no 

eubstantiel change on the remainder of the front . 

14 February• furing the 24- hour period ending at 1800, the Tactical 

Air Force fie'K 337 sorties. One hundred thirteen medium bombers continued 

tho attacks on the Brenner rail line and 196 lj.ghter planes hit other r ail 

lines in northern Italy. The por t of San Remo waa bombed by 15 f ighters . 

Two planeo were lost cllring these operations . . ,. , ... 
lS P8bruary. Activity on the Italian battlefront .was con£ined to 

patrolline. 
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ASIATIC TREA'l'BR 

DICLASSil'fD 
OSD Letter , 6-3-72 

1J and 1.4 Fel!ruary. The :U.th .ur Force new 1.4 o!tensive aorties 

agawt aiacellaneous targets in OneJ117-<lCOUpied territory between the 

Yangtze and Yellow Rivers . 

14 February. A tank reconna1asanco patrol advancing d01m the 

furma Road fran Kutlcai, encountered a Japanese annored column tour 

, aile s north of Haenwi; we <ieetroyed one M<lium tank, two tankottea 

and other equipment. Local progress was ude at se-.eral pointe by 

British troops advancing towards t he Irrawa<ld;y River between Pakoklcu 

and Yesagyo . other British troops establiahed new bri~eheads across 

the Irrawadey north and south of Pagan. 
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SOU'Il!'«EST PACIFIC AREA 

1) FebN!J7. Amon& 191 previou sl,y unreported so~ies tl0111'1 in the 

Southwest Paci!ic, 119 were by Solomons-based aircraft attacking targets 

on !:11'11' Britain, !lew Ireland and iloU&ainville . other planes attacked 

en~ positions on Luzon in the Celebes and l!almahsra and shipping in 

the Makassar straits. 

lh FebN!J7• T1ro hundred seventy sorties were flown . Schea..led 

5th Air Fbrce aiesions "i&inst shippin& orr the Cbina Coast and targets 

on Bataan and Formosa were cancelled because of weather. Seventy heavy 

bombers, escorted by 66 !'i&htere, attacked Ccrregidor. Ninety-eix light 

bombers hit positions on southern Bataan. Three enemy planes were des-

troyed in a S'lresp over a northeastern Lu~on airfield. 

XIV Corps torees f i&hting in llanila made s001 progress towards the 

walled city; other el•ante pushed eaat into the llarikina River Valley. 

Unite to the south repulsed a strong MIII\Y attack aut of Nicholii 

Field and Canac&o Bay at the tip of the C&rtta Peni.Mula was secured. 

n Corps troopa reclu.ced all organized enemy resistance along the hl.ghny 

crossing northern Bataan Peninsula and captured large quanti ties of 

aupplies . other troops advancing down the ea.st cout o!' the Batau.n 

Peninsula reached Balqa without encountering an)' resistance , 

15 February. Elements of the Xl Corps ID&de a landing near ll&rivalee 

in southern Bat.aan qainst li&ht oppoaition. 
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l$ February. In lower SUesia, Soviets gained nearly ten mUee on 

a JO..,.Ue front. Their bridgehead over the Bober R1ver was expanded 

and the atroll6holde of Sorau , SOimlorf eld and Oruenberg were taken , 

Northmlet of Bromberg, the Soviats g&1oed five mUes captur1"6 tho 

coonunicat1oru~ center of Qlojnice . In ~t Prueaia, the Red Al'1ll,)' 

acbancod about six .Uoe 1n the area south o! Koenigsberg. 

s 
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13 February, During the night, 796 RAP heavy bombers attacked 

Dresden, and .'360 bombed a synthetic oil plant south of Leipzig, One 

hundred thirteen l>!osquitoes participated end also made !aint attacks, 

lihUe 71 others bit Magdeburg . Ten heavy bombers are missing . 

'!he same night, 61 RAP beavy end medium bombers of the Stra tegic 

llr Force in Italy dropped 161 tons on rail ysrds a t Craz , 

14 February. Rail ysrds at Dresden, Chemitz and llagdeburg were 

attacked by 1,120 heavy bombers of the 8th Air Force. One hundred 

eighty-V.O others bombed a fUel depot at Duel.men and other . targets . 

Escorting fighter s claimed 20 enemy aircraft destroyed . Prel iminary 

reports indicate that 16 heavy bombers end eight fighters were lost. 
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1,) FebNa.ry. The Tactical Air Foreee new 2, 9n eortieo and 

dropped 8o7 taus of ba:::ba , pl'incipal.lJ lOUth of D.eve and on !actor111, 

bridgea and towns ill the I'Nem-Kobl.an&•l!aeen area. Throe en""'Y aircraft 

were deotroyed; we loot 29 planes , 

~ 24 hours enclin8 at 0600, two rockets and tin tlJr1ng bocba 

!ell ill Antwrp . Sight rockets and 19 tlJr1ng bai:ba !ell near the cit)'. 

Antiaircraft !ire deatroyed 16 other tlyinc bombo . 

14 Februa.ry. During 24 houre enclin8 at 0600, 16 rockets fell 1n 

England. 

lb' noon, the i'iret Canadian A.n:l1 bad :ada local gaina west and north 

ot Goch, completillg tho clearance of tho Raichswald; nUJlllroua counter-

attacke were ropulaed with heavy casualties to the one~. Excellent cloae 

eupport wu rendered ll)' tighter ll<>-...bero • ~ Third An1Y' e xn Corps Dlde 

advancee averaging a ..Ue against stubborn resiatsnce along a seven....Ue 

front north or Echternach . 

The Roar River is etUl fioodsd to an average width ot 300 yards, 

but thoro baa been a alight tall ill water level. 

I£Dl'l'!llRAil!All THBArKR 

13 FebNary, The Tactionl Air Force fiow 866 eortioa , Rail tsr;etG 

along t ba Brel'lllAOr Route, north of Udine, and near Breeoia -ro attacked 

by 132 •cliwl bor.bera (a hom an air cap). Other planeo attacked tba 

battle areao and supply """"'' ill the Po Valley. F1 ve planes are missing, 

~ng 147 eortiea , the llalkan Air Force attacked C"-'111cat1ona 1n Yuso­

alavia, and Cb-eece-baaed planoo bollbed iWl pos1t 1one an Woo. 

14 FobNary. The 12th Air Foree etruek at c<ma~Dicatiano 1n the P11't.b 

Arart area and central Po Valley and along the Brenner line with 316 planes . 
lli.Ulii1[J 

Oround activity waa con!ined to pat rolling. &0. UIU. -ICE! .M I(DI .. o:1 
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ASIATIC THEATER 

12 February. Forty-seven heavy banbers and 19 ~hter bO!tbers of 

t he Eastern Air Command attacked gun positions in the l.IYl.nnal area (where 

British troops subsequently pushed a brid8ehead across the Irr awadqy) . 

Fighters supported ground forces and attacked enemy positions on the 

various Burma front s and in the area south of the Allied advance betTIIlen 

the Irrawadey and the lhrrna Roe.d. Sorties totalled 2, 622, of l'lhieh 617 

were tactical . Five planes ""re lost, including two from the preceding 

day's operations . 

11 and 12 February. The l.hth Air Force reported ten additional 

sorties wring which airfields 11'9re attacked at S!nyang and !chang. 

Frur enemy planes ""re destroyed; we lost one . 

13 February. Few- B-25 ' s attacked a railroad foundry at Hsuchang . 

Chinese troops advancing south on the Burma Road occupi ed Kutkai 

without opposition. Fighting continued in the Irrawaddy br idgeheads 

. , north of l!andalay; a new crossing is being consolidated ten miles sruth 

of Singu. \1est of Uandalay, Indian troops crossed t he Irrawad<to' and 

established a bridgehead near IJ;y1nmu . Japanese units still resisting 

in the Kangaw ares are now pocketed by a British advance to the coastal 

swamps ot Yosanwin . 
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SQUTHl!l!ST PACIFIC AREA 

e" lliCLASSil'ID 
taD Letter, 6-3-72 

12 pbruary. Ot 149 previously unreported eorties, 86 were fi01111 

by Soloaons- beaed panes -.hich ballbod supply dwape on llew 81'1 tal.n and 

New Ireland and new ground support llliadons over Bougal.nville . lloat 

o! the rema1nder ftre over Luzon , 24 Libera tore ballbed Correg1dor; 12 

medi= bombors destr oyed a bri dge oo the Santa Fe-Bayombong highway; and 

tl.gbtare sank el.x supply bergea ott the east coast ot Betaan. 

13 February. During 174 sorties, 4h heavy bOIIIbers continued the 

air attack m Correiidor , Others struck installations at 'llewak on !lew 

Guinea. A. coastal uasel and tour ...all er obips nre sunlc 1n eweepa ott 
Luzon. Eight enOIJIY planes were destroyed on a Fomooa airfield and two 

were shot down south or the Peseadorea . 

<kl Luzon the IIV Corps ..as eneountarl.ng vicious street fighting 1n 

Manila and f ired heavy artillery concentrations on I ntramuros , the main 

""""'Y center o! resistance. Contact ..as made with troop& mo'fing north 

f rom Nichols Field . n Corpe t roops moving south along the east coast 

ot Bataan Peninsula reached A.bueay without contacting the en8lll,y. 

A. report o! a1rdraoe status lists !.!mgaldan airdroce complete, a 

7,000-.f'oot strip Jll& t ted at Ungayen, and 6,000 teet completed at San 
IIAreellno. 

· PACIFIC QCIWI .tJ!M 

l2 and 13 February. Iwo Jima • • struck by 59 bOIIIbara, Chichi Jl.mt. 

by 12, and ll&ha J l.mt. by 10, Thirt:y-ate t1ghtare rdded Babelthuap and Yap . 

15 February. A.ccor dl.n& to prel11>.1nar :r r eports , 2l 8-29'• ot the XXI 
Bombor COICIII&nd struck the llitaubiohi a1rcrdt angina pant at Nagoya, and 
5~ m the same miuion bcabed other tar seta . 

4 
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~ 
~BD Let tor, ~ -8-72 

14 February, 'Ilia Sovieta 1n the Polish Corridor advanced closer 

to Cbojnice . To tbe southwest the by--passed fortress of Schnei damua.bl 

capitul..ated. Expe.ndin11 both nanks of the Stel.neu aellent, the Red 

Army took Sprottau on the north and Striegau <11 tho south, maintaining 

a S<Halla front in the latter sector and tbrNteninll the cozpleta en­

velo~nt of Breslau (accordini to the Germans, this has been accom-

pliabed). 
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llZOLASstPM 
diD Lot te r, 6-3-72 

EUROPE AND 'l'HE JJEDITER!W!FM - STRATEGIC A!R 

12 FtbruaiT. Durin& the day -tiler kept all boabers uounde<l, 

but late in the nl.aht a1xty .... 1gbt RAF l!osqui toes attacked Stuttgar t , 

while 18 hit an oil retinery near Hannover and other targets in 

Ce=any. 

13 Flbruarv . Continuing bed weather grounded t he 8th Air Force , 

!'roll Italy, ?SO escorted lSth Air Force heavy bombers attAcked 

rail targets in Vienna, Zagreb, I.IJ.ribor, Graz and Pola . Sight bo:nbars 

and one i'l.Qhter are ml.asing. 

l 
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D!'LA$~!71,_, 

~D ~ttor, £- 3-72 

12 l'ebrllary. 'lle&ther &Iring the dlly lial.ted the entire air o!!ort to 

J2 eortJ..a, which nre tlown by ~tieal planes . 

~~ the 21.-hour period anding at 0600, one roclaot and three flying 

bombe !ell in Antwerp, and one rocket fell nearby. One .t'lying bomb struck 

in Brueeele . Thirty-four flying bon:ba were scattered behind the tront, 

and 32 more nro destroyed by ant1aircra.rt !ire. 

l3 Fel>nt&ry. ~ the 21.-hour period ending at 0600, nine rockets 

fell in En& land • 

. The Firet Canad1&n J.n:r.r ....,. contl..mling to press i ta attack &&&:lnst 

strong rosietance and by noon bad cleared the 1!81chenld, except tor sroal.l. 

pockote 1n the ooutbeut corner. Advances or liP t o two mllea were regiater­

od along an 1rrecuJ.ar, curving tront of 20 mlloa; IO.eve was cleared. Four 

strong counterattacks !rom the direction of Ooch were ropulaod without 

looo of ground and with heavy casualties to tho one~. By breaching a dalll 

nQI'th of IO.eve, the Oermana cau.aed .t'loods which rendered portions of tho 

trent :IJQpusablo, except to &l:lpbib1ous vehicles . 

Cb our Third Anur trent I the vm COrps took Pruea; n i Corps Cl&do 

local procress north of Bchtemach. 

12 l'ebr\lary. Tbe Balkan A.ir Force tln 69 ecrtiee, attacking rail­

roads and lW.ldinga in Illgosl&via . The Coastal Air Forco in S7 sorties 

bit road br1dg11 and barracko in ncrttrwestorn ItaJ..y. 

lJ febru&J7. Aoth1.ty on the Italian battle tront wu con!inod to 

~ 
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A.S:U. TIC TI&TER 

lJ!OLAJ~rr m 
vBD Lotter, 6-8-72 

10 February . The Eastern Air Command reported an additional 158 

tighter sorties, flown against enetzy' positions along the Irrawadey-

tram Pakokku to S:lngu, 

11 February. Among 1,545 sorties, 768 of them taat.ical, was the 

previously reported strike by heavy bombers on supply dumps near Rangoon . 

Fighters continued to attack enetzy' posi tions and dumps along the Irra-

waddy above and balow Sagaing, and areas to the east . 

11 and 12 February. The Jli th A1r Force flEnt 39 previously unre­

ported ottensive sorties sweeping railroads and attacking airdromes in 

t he Hankow, Wuchang, Nanking and Suchow areas . Four planes are missing . 

12 February. Chinese patrols east of t he Burma Road hsd moved 

south to within tive miles of Kutkai. From tho Irrawadey, British 

patrols 'ftere 25 m1loe aut of Twinnge , Neither encountered enetzy'. 

In central Burma, British troops csptured Singu; others advanced two 

miles to the northeut, 'Where they repulsed an attack. There were 

further advances in the Yeaagyo-Pakokku area . To the south'ftest near 

Pagan a Japaneoe at tack was beaten oft, and farther south'ftest, Seikpyu 

was occupied. British in the Arakan area stopped an attack northeast 

of Jqebon . 

lillJ~lllll 
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SOU'llll!'i.ST PJ.CIFIC #JlEl • 

11 February, Of nearly JOO additional oortiea, nearly ball 'ftrt 
no,., by Solomone-based planes in a ttacks on New Ireland, New Bri ta1n 
and Bougainville . The Celebes were .,...pt by B7 llsht planes, while 49 
heavy bombera struck Corregidor. Patrol bombers forced a coastal vessel 
ashore near Hongkong, shot down a noatplane, sank a coastal vessel ott 
ca.. Ranb Bay, and da.maged three others to the north . Che o! our planes 
1s missing. 

12 Februarv. Among 210 sorties, 80 heavy bombers a gain attacked 
CorreiJ.dor, and 108 llgbt homers boolbed and stra!ed targets 1n southern 
Batasn, and sank JO peraoMel- and supply- l oaded barges from !.!anile. A 
patrol B-:24 sank a transport near AD.oy. 

The Japanese at llanila hed been !orced into that portion ot the 
city south o! the Pasi g River and fronting on llanila Bay 1 comprising 
principally the dock area and the ....Ued city. !leUeon Field was secured. 
Nichola Field was captured against strong resistance but was still re-
ceiving srtille.ry !ira fr011 Fort UcKinley. Other troops occupied Cavite 
ageinst moderata resistance . Elttensive patroll1ng by the I Corps in 
central Luzon raaul tad in only minor contacts. Tba XI Corps r educed 
several strongpoints on northern Betaan. 

P#,CIFIC OCW .\REl 

10 and ll ftbruarx. Forty-ei&ht hes'Y boabera o! the 7th Air Force 
• attacked airfields on Iwo Jima, Their .. corte abot down t wo tiahters. 

~ 
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ue:t •er. ~-ll-?2 

13 februarv . Soviet pr ogress north ot Brooaber g eant1nued te 

within four ..Uea ot Cbojniee . 'lha dr1 ve nat of encircled ste1nau 

expanded to a 40-cd.le front tMt ~urrounded Ologau and gained a 

maximum of 3S miles . Baa t of Lake Bal.& ton German troops lll&de a 

slight advance . 

5 
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O&D Le\\er, 6-S-72 

BUI!QPI! A!ID THB IIEDI'J'ERI!A/11,l!l - STRATZGJC U R 

11 February. The R.U' ,... grounded. 

12 February. Bad weather neceuit.ated cancelletion of 8th Air Force 

operations . 

Heavy and medi\1111 bombers of tho Strategic Air Forces in Italy dropped 

210 tona on the """t rail.yard at Verona . 

ll february . The Tactical Air Force fiew 1,908 sorties. Boabere 

and tighters attacked r&il y&rda, bridps and co:mlmicatian canters over 

a ride area of weatem 0e!'IIWIY, dropping 76tJ tons of bomb a. Qle enemy 

plane was shot down; we lost nine . 

~ring the 24-hour period ending at 06{)0 , four flying bomba !ell in 

Antwerp; 35 flying bo:nbs fell in areas adjacent to the city. Antiaircraft 

fire destro)"ed 41 addi t1onal bombs . 

12 "ebr!!ary. Durins the 24 hour• endi.ng at 0600, seven rockete tell 

in &lgland. 

Early reports indicate that bad ,... tber grounded the principal 

caopanenta of the Tactical Air Forces. 

The C&nadian Artrl;r wao atill f1sht1ng in Kleve ae of noon . North of 

the town it advanced one 1111le eaat, 'llhile to the south 1t held moat ot 

Reichawald Forest following a two mile gain . 

The Roer River h&e rieen to a ten-toot etege and a aximum width 

of about 700 )"&rde bet>reen Dueren and IJ.nni cb . 

UW.S...«;J 
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D!CLA88tJ'tD 
OBD Lotter . 6-8-72 

ll February . CUneo, in nortlnlest.em It~ 1 was struck by 23 

righters during 52 sorties nown by the CoaateJ. .ur Foree . The Bal.Jcan 
.ur Foree wu virtuall,y grounded . 

12 February. The Tec t 1cal. .ur Force !Lew 208 ecrtiee, prlnaril.T 
ag&inat linea or cctllli1D1eat1cn 1n the central Po Valley and bridgee 

on the Brenner Route . Four enell\)' aircra.rt ""re destroyed; ""' l oat 

one. 

Heavy 110rtar n.r. forced ue to mke a me....Ue withdrawal or our 

salient eaat ot the Serehio River Valley. 

'"' "r:l ll.i. 11 u:. Bt< ~n ... d r.tM "' m 
O~ku·,Ma : , 1 '" 

2 ., .rs, w.: "'· MAR H 19/J 



• 
~ .-.1 6(Dl <>' (~ 

o. utu. Boc. ~ s, 197~ 
0811 

- · MAR 1 +-'f3?3 .. n-te "t .,J& 

-· 

SOUTII ,., 
C lllf"A 

• 

• ·. . . 

• • 

• 

• • 

.,..,._I 

1. , ...... 
.~ 

. ........... , 
+ 

- · Q ..... .. . . .:.· ·~·~ ''"' 
~ , • • •••• o. ... .. ••• . ............,." . ., .. ':-

IABEL IHUAP 

~ t~e. ....... • 

• x..,.b., ........... , . 1 
• • 

• _,. 
' . ·~ ' •. " ·~ . . .,: . 

~ .. ' 

,. 
' .. -· ·0<-



, , ",,.. , . ' "• ... 
'. 

• • 
' 

.. 

' • • 

( 

( 

CHIN A 

-· .. -u.• 



BURMA 
--LEKNO~ 

ltHC .U Of 11 
Ll ,.t .\1 Of 12 

ICAI.t: 

• • • 



,. ' 
' 

' 

D!OLA88IFIQ 
OBD Lo\tor, D-3-73 

10 February. The Eastern llr Command !lew 1, 994 sorties, o! llhich 

449 were tactical. ClroWlc:l t r oops were supported, and bridgu, dumps and 

c~unieaticns in centrel and southern Bun>& were attacked. We loat 

three planes . 

U february. Eigbty escorted B~4' s, in an attack coordinated with 

the previously reported B-29 str11ce, dropped 26o tons of booobll on suppl;y 

dumps at Rangocn . Eight other heavy bocbers attacked a railr04ld bridge 

at ChW11phon on the Kra Istilmus . During these attacks we destroyed three 

intercepting fighters . 

IJ.berators ot the 14 tb llr Force aank two ships and hit a third oft 

the southern French Ind~hina coast, llhile msdi11111 b<lmbers destroyed a 

railr04ld bridge at Kuchen, m tho !lanking..Suchow railroad, during 2? 

sorties. One hea..y bomber 1a lliaaing. 

The Chinese consolidated posi tiona in the area east ot the Bura:a Road 

30 miles below wanting; they prepered to cross the Nam Hkai River . Farther 

southwst they had patrols 26 ••iles northwest ot Laehio . British troops 

croaeed the Shwli River to occup;r lqitson and, to the southwest, advanced 

east to a point 19 cdles east ot Twinnge . Advance .UUed el....,n te pusbed 

to ths Irrawaddy River opposite Cheuk. In the .lrakao area , British troopa 

advancing southeast b;rpaued en~ positi ons ncrtheut ot ll)rebon Peninada, 

rea china a point 16 alias due ust ot the Peninsula . On Haaree leland, 

only small groupe a t tampting to eaeaps to the mainland '"'re encountered. 

In China, Japanese were reported holding the road fre111 Kukong to 

Jr&nchow. IC.L:.:if 
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SOUT!trEST P.lCIFIC .lm:.t. 

lll:CLASSrrm 
uBO Lot tor, ~-S-72 

10 Febnlary. Allong 4SO previ0\18ly unreported sorties, includJn& 

110 by Solomons-baaed planes, -..ere 2,36 by heavy, lisht and dive boclbers 

which eau.eed bee")' deotruct1an in soutbom Bataan; about ,30 ICOl"l B-2!. • • 

struck gun posi tions on Corregidor. 

11 Febroag. Over 100 dive boo:bero supported ground forces near 

J.lanila and attacked barracks and headquarters in the Baguio area; 

nearl,y 1,30 heavy and light bolllbera again etruck aouthern Bataan; 

4S B-2!.•• etruck at gun poa1tions on Cor,eg1dor . Two sbipe were damaged 

ott Fol'I!CIIa . Reported sorties totalled 339. 

Stl"'illl 1'8Conn&issance patn>ls ot our I CorpS, p!:'Obina northeast 

and southeast tro10 the Bongabon area, ad.vaneod to within four ..Ueio of 

Baler B1Q' and reached the eastern Luzon coast at Dingalan BIQ'. Haavy 

t1ghtin8 continued at Nichols Field and in t he southern district ot 

llllnUa. 
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EASTERN FRCJIT 

1"-CLASSilml 
OBD Letter, ~-S-72 

12 February . North of Bromberg the Soviet s made a ten""'lllile advance 

on a SO-mile .t'ront and el iminated a small German salient west of 

Schnei demuehl . West of Steinau, they cl imaxed a 20-oila gain with the 

capture of Bunzlau, and in Polish SUesia they took Bial sko . The Red 

Arlr(y llllllounced that organi%ed resi stance in Budapest 1s at an end . 
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J)ltCLASSIJ'IIII 
CID Lotter, ~-3-73 

10 February . Sneney-ei;ht RAF llosquitou bQibed Hannover, and 

11 bo•bed Essen . 

Qne hundred !arty escorted 8th Air Force heavy bombers (previously 

reported as dispat ched for ltUnater and Ijouiden ) struck oil depots at 

D>.a)Jnen . 

11 Februa:ry. O'le h~mclred twenty-•ewn escorted 8th .Ur Force heavy 

baobere were airborne to &~tack an oil depot at DuelMn. Swaops were 

carried out wer the Colocne-!leuse- ![assel area by 153 8th Air Force 

In I taly, 15th 1 1r Force operati ons wara cancelled because of 

• 
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DI!:OLASSIP'IEI! 
OSD Lo ttor, 5-3- 72 

10 February. During 2, 059 sorties, the Tactical Air Forces attacked 

communication centers, transpor t depots , rail and road bridges, a.nd 

rocket-launching sites all along the front, dropping nearly 1,000 tons of 

bCGbs , Fi ghter s flew suppor t a nd rail interdictioo missioos, particularly 

in the zone of the canadian Aney. Tr.enty-three planes are missing , 

During the 24-l!our period ending at 0600, four flying bombs fell in 

Antwerp; four r ockets and 40 flying bombs fell in scattered areas near 

the city. Antiaircraft fire destroyed )7 additional flying bombs , 

ll February. During the 24 hours ending at 0600, 12 rockets fell 

in England, 

Up to noon, the Canadien Army ' s adVBtlce continued northwest and 

south.,.,st of Cleve despi te stiffening enemy resistance and difficult 

terrain. The clearing of Cleve continued and gains of over a mil e >rer e 

~nade through the Reichsllald Fores t . 

Northeast of llanschau, our V Corps advanced one oile to the Roer 

River , This eliminated all organized resistance in our First An:\}' 

sector west of the Roer . The VIII Corps entered Pruem. Our VI Corps 

was forced from some pos i tions in localized actioo near Bischwiller . 

<n the Luxembourg-German border, the m Corps gained nearly a mile in 

each of two bridgeheads across the Sauer River. 

IWSS1lllll 
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D!CLASSIJID 
~SD Lo~tor , 5-8-71 

10 February. The Balkan Air Force fiew 117 sorties , attacking gun 

positions on Lussin I sland, and dock areas, railroads and groWld 

support targets 1n Yugoslavis. 

11 Febn>arv. The Tactical Air Foree new 425 sorties, pr1ncipell.y 

a ga ins t lines of CCiillllUl'lieation in northern Italy. In these attacks 

three bridges were destroyed and raU lines cut in nearly 60 pl aces . 

Our Fifth Army repulsed t wo small counterat tacks in the Serchio 

Valley but was forced to make a slight withdrawal on the Ligurian 

coast. 
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O&D Lottor, b-5-7a 

9 FtbDI&l'l'. The £aatern l1r C"""""'d tlew 2,070 eorti .. , of which 

516 we re tactical . Sixteen heavy bombers attacked docks and '11'8rehouaes 

m the Pakcban River (Kra I ethmua), and 18 others struck bridges on the 

8angkok-llou1Aein railroad . IJ.ghter p1anu, 1n additl.m to s upporting 

groWid troops, attacked communications, dW!IPs and airdro:nes in control 

and southern Burma. Ire loet three planes . 

10 Febru&ry. In a surpriae clay118ht attack on the Tsingteo air­

drOile on the Yellow Sea Coaat, lJ fighters or the 14th Air Force 

destroyed 46 "''lilY aircraft and damaged 52 otbers1 1n addition, they 

elaU.d ten lOCCI!IOtives clastro;yed on roil lines to the west . Eight 

other fighters attacked rail yards and an airdro .. near Kaiteng, elailll­

ing three loe01110tl.vea and me plane. 

Southwest of We.n t ing, Chinese troops moved six miles east of the 

BuiU& Road without oppo11t1m, thereby clearing the road fro• llant1ng 

to a point 40 Cliles sou tlnrest . Rt.mree tOlO'I was ooeup1ed. 
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9 f•brwa. twltlg 110n t.b&lt )CO pNv1ou.aly wu-.port.ed aorues, 

146 Uiht. plann bolllloed a.ru! at.r attd ac:nrUlom BatAAn, and about. 70 t.a.,. 

baaber-. atroc.k at Co~c14c>r gun poe1Uon.s . Pat.rol boll!.btre aank a 

dl!.etroyer orr f()l'BOa& . Ove:r 60 planea u.t..a.eked t.&raet.e on Ji'•• Ireland 

Nd u .. ltr1t&i.n. 

t r oop concent.t'\J.ona northe-.t. ()f ltanlla, Atld 42: heavy bo-.ben &tM.lC:k 

Ccu•Tegld()r. Ke&VJ b<xr.ben on pt.t.l'ol near Formosa s.nk a CO&$\:Al v .. ael 

tor the d.a7. 

0\l.r I Cor~ c.ontlnu.d to at.t.Ck: alMC tbe V111l 'ierde t.rall, aU 

Idles nortbeut car SM rnc:olaa. StNlheut of Bcngabcn1 wo pl.lf.hed forw..rd 

rapidly and reach.K a point MlJ' se....a ailea trc.a Dingal.tn Say. Kem")' 

tichti.na: c:ont.1Jnu1d in lllnll&, another oroeains ot the PU1c JU.vor b4J1nc 

atde nea.r Mt.Jcat.l, an ea.:~ tom aullurb, CD oortbern &t.Ntl we "'l'':rt eocagecl 

1.n the nducUOil ()f n\nt.rou.s caves and !Sldo:r gound tor Utlc:aU(lll..ll seven 

llli.lea eut o.f Olonppo, 

PJ.CIPXC !X!W 4fj&l 

10 P•bnaa. .Ad.41t.1onal Nporta en t.he m Boabo:r Cc:m:llnd att.ac:k or 

10 F~tbru.&.l'1' lnd.ic:.at. th•t at. 8-49' • hit tM Jl'&kt.Jl.lla .U.ron!t Factorr at 

Ot.&1 Nd 1.) bo.abed a ec:onc5t..ry tA.r£1t.e . • ahot da.t 20 (p·robabl7 39) -.e~ 

a.ircra.tt. and l ou. t he ~·a t.o ceiQ' a ctJ.cc. 



lijlSTRRN FRONT 

D!CLABSifiiD 
080 Letter, ~-S-72 

ll February. Despite counterattacks, Soviet troops 1\l.rther 

nlduced the Bast !'russian pocket. llorthwest of Scbneidemuehl, the;y 

gained up to 20 mUes, captud.ng llaerk1ach Friedland, Breaking out 

ot i ts Ste1nau bridgehead on a 25-mile front, the Red 4~ took 

Uegnitz during an advance o! 20 c11les. In SUesia, Solriets continued 

to IIIOVe toward Bielsko, Germans in Y~~&oslavia captured Virovitics 

and r educed b;y about five mUos the Soviet bridaebead over the Ilrava 

River. 
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1WISID 
E.O. 1166'-S... :!(l'!l aDd :!(Dl or (E) 

EUROPE A!ID TK<: llliDITliJ!RANEA!I - STRATIDIC AIR 
OSD letter, M&y 3, li12 

,., JS. ,._,.MAR 1 ' 1913 

9 February . RA.F of'!onsive operations ""re cancelled bec!Wse or 

weather . 

10 FebruarJ. The weather in Ital,y grounded the 15th Air Force , 

except Cor 22 planae which Clew supplies to Yugoslavia, while a e~ique 

from ~l'Ope indicated tho 8th Air Foree sent out only 150 bonbera , which 

attacked near ~hnster and ljlllliden. 

EUROPEAN TIIEA 'I'Zft 

9 Febr UarY · Flying 2, 341 sorties, Tactical planes dropped over 

1,020 tons of bombs on rail bridges, communication centers, and other 

targets along the front from Alsacc to Holland . Four ene"'Y aircraft 1mre 

shot down; ""' lost seven . 

!Alring the 2u-hour period ending nt 06o0, ono rockot !ell in Antwerp; 

four rockets Wld .38 Clyina bombs fell near the city. Tr.enty-seven other 

flying bombs were shot dovm by antiaircraft fire . 

10 February . !Alring the 24- hour period ending at 06o0, eight rockets 

!ell in England. 

ltf noon , the Canadian A.rn\y ' s attacks east and southeast of Nijmegen 

had carried !ort'llll'd into Cleve . To the northwest of this point the Rhine 

'11'8s roached and, to the south"test, half o! Reichs'Willd Forest was in Allied 

hands . Progress '""'" hampered by extromely difficult groun~t'~:J:'~~ 

tlorthoast of ~onsehau, our V Corps troops ~tal! of ono of tho 

.,t:mpoz banb Rie~ ~· tlortn and southwest of Pruem our VIII Corps made 

limited advances despite strong resistance and thB.wing roads . On tho 

Lwcombourg-<lerman border our bri~ehoads acrose tho Our and Sauer Rivers 

were further extanded. L!opping-up continued in southern Aleace • ..... 



DICLASS"tn 
OSD Leltor, 0-S-72 

9 f'ebnaary. The Coastal and ll&lkan .Ur Farces !lew 188 eorUes, 

att.acktnc a taet.or:y and an ene.ay headquarters !.r. nort.lnrest.om It.al,y, 

and ra11 l.nst.alla tiona and motor trt~naport 1n YU~toslavia . 

10 febnaary, The Tactical Air Force flew 673 ~orties . In addition 

to supportinp rround troops, boclber s and fiehters dropped over lCO tons 

on bridges and line= o! co=mication in northern Ital,y; two brid&"~ 

....,ro destroyed . 'le lost three planes . 

F1.fth Arley troops met stiff reo1stence to their attacks 1n the 

Scrchio Valley. On IJle Ligurian coaot, l l.nited objective a tt.acks were 

continued. Vor:y bod wea!Jler hampor ed all operations . 

rmmm 
&.0. l!GU, S...IIJI tJJ4 ;,II) 6i (1:) 

080--·,#tl' 
• ~ -._MAR I 4 1~73 
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ASIATIC TliEAT&R 

~ 
l)!OLASSIFI!ll 

O&D Le~tor, b-S-72 

8 February. The Eastern Air COI:Ili4J1d reported 2, 530 sorties , ot 

which 746 were tactic<ll . Liberators dropped 192 tons of bomb8 on 

dumps and troop positions north of Chauk and 165 tons on Yenangyaung . 

Ljghter planes dropped 6o tons on eneJcy positions at Singu; other air­

craft supported ground troops and attacked bridges and river craft in 

central lllrma. We lost four planes . 

9 February . During 24 offensive sorties the 14th Air Force knocked 

out n rail bridge north of Changsha . 

ll February. Fifty-nine B-29 1 s of the XX Bomber Col!llllllnd were 

airborne to attack supply dumps north of Rangoon . 

9 February. Uopping""p of Japanese elements remaininc north of the 

Irrawadd;y bet>•een Sagaing and Yesagyo continued. To the southwest, 

British troops advanced to within t hree miles of Scikpyu, across the 

Irramdd;y !'roo Cheuk . British troops northeast of J.tyebon effected a 

junction with forces !'roo the north . A raiding party llhich landed on 

the mainland east of R.-unree Island encountered continuous opposition. 

1:WISit1lll 
E.O. 11G&2. s ... \ll&l ud II(!)) ot (l:) 

OSD \cctu. M-., :!, 19'1:.1 

• JS. _.., .. MAR 1 t 1973 
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SOO'!Ill"il.Sl' I'ACIF!t. AREA 

DIOLASStriD 
OsD Lett•r, ~-S-72 

8 P'!bruary, T>lo hundred siXty previously unreported sortl os wore 
flown, includinr n..,-ly 100 by Soloaans-beaed planes . Hoavy ~rs 

struck ~lvelos 11'1 th S6 tCI"Is , and 64 l!eht bombers hit I:'U' positions 

in the su.e eeneral area . Six enem;r planes were des trgyed durl.nc the 

9 february. Durinc 121 sorties, t.h ~ • s at. tacked !:"" positions 
on Corrogl.dor, and J8 divo-bcmbors ab"UCk oneey instlLJ.lstiCI"Is at Bo.r,uio. 
A ... au tr&i!;btsr was sunlc near Fomosa , 

I Corps troops, advancing southeast CrCII! Boncaton, reached to within 
20 miles or Din(lalan Jay, Cl"l the east coast or Luzon. In ConiLa, XIV 

Corps units, Jospito stU! resiataoce lll:d heavy artillery and 1:10rtar 

concentrations, continued to oxpand their bridsehead south or the Pasig 
Rive r . An aophibious landing oo Irovieor Island, in the Paai1: :d.nr at 

lianila, met stiff resistance. 

BJ,SmJ 
&.0. 11162. - I(K) .... 1(0) .. ~ 

06D lot .... ....., VAll 14 1973 .. JB. __ ..__...:...;::.. 
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PACIFIC CX:EAIJ AREA 

ll!CLASSIFID 
OSD Lot tor, ti-8-72 

8 February. Thirty heavy bombers str .. ck airfiel ds on Iwo J!.ma . 

8 and 9 l'ebl'\IB.rv, Babelthuap was the target of 32 firhters ; 15 

other s attecked Yap . 

nEru.ssm 
E.O. ll662. Sec. 3(11) aDd 6(1)) or (IQ 

OSD leLLu. M*7 8. 197!1 

5 a. JS. HAB3 .,.,. MAR 14 J073 



D!CLASEf1W 
08D Lcttor, 5-8-?2 

10 Febru!ll"Y. Soviet troops captured Elbing , which had previously 

been surrounded. Although f i ehtin& was heavy in numerous sector s , the 

only gain r eported by the Soviets was one ot eight miles on the front 

nor th of Schneidemuehl. The Gorman a, however, reported n Red Arlley 

penetration 20 miles west of Steinau, and another in Upper Silesia to 

Bielako. 
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8 ,.bn:aq, Each of lS PJ.P bMvy bc:cbt.rl dropped a aix-':.M tJo.b 
on Don J*W at. l.Plldlln · .,_\. ni&t•'ll (HJ lwi&'7 bclat.ra at-t..aead .,-nt.lwt.lc 
oll pl.Mte; at. Potllt.a and W&r.t'• Uc•l, a.'ld r~ 1n tht Ere!eld uu. 
l].ae'ld•re !01"\.7~.._ .,_quiW .. J.t\.aCICid BuliA, &nd ldnaa wre la14 

In It.al7, Navy and ced.i\1111 'oo.btra or tbl l$U. l.1r Force and RU' 
ctroppd nl ;or .. o! hl&t\ .xploa1-. • the t .,.cca ~. 

? Fllb..?9• n. 8t.b Ur ~ die}*~ 1,)00 hMV7 bclllbt.:-s t.o 
1t.r1k1 tbr' ... viaQ.lct. btct1lH-M tht Jtu.hr and l•nncrvu; a qnt.btt.1e oil 
plant. ....,. Wpd.&; a t'lal «»1111 ~ ,..u ,..,. DMr lhtl*tu.J md a 
eynthetic oU pl.m. and r aU. 7~ at )(e,g&bw'l · t.oort.irlc tighten 
el.aJ.a '-. .. ., a.1rcrat'\ ctu~; .. lon U ._.,.n a."ld thrM fi&hWn. 

,.....,. ~ ot tn. l$t.h .ur hi"'OI dropped 6) tou on an oU 
nn.n.r'7 ,.ar •s..rna and ~ at on.a. 

CJml .a.o ,,_._ r _. • ta 
U.O ,.,._• WN.~.IJ,' tJ73 

• J8. - 11M u 
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WESTERN FRONT 



r , 

8 "ebroary . Attacking behind the batt.laf'ront !rao Holland to 

southern Alsace, the Tactical Air Forcas new 3 ,989 aortiee . Uora than 

2,200 tons of bombs rrore dropped on defended areas, comunicatl.on 

cen tors, bridges and traneporta tiou . F1 ve bridges , 78 loco:noti vee, and 

over 800 railroad cars, Clotor traneport and amored vehicles were claimed 

destroyed, as well as l? enOli\Y planes; we lost 22 planes . 

Durinr the 24-bour period en dine at 0600, !1 ve fl,ying bolllba tall in 

Ant ... rp a:'d 21 in scatterod areas outside the cl ty . Antiaircraft tire 

destroyed JO other Clissilos in the air . 

9 February. Durlnc tho 24-hour period ending at 0600, ten rockets 

toll In the Essex and London aroas . 

By noon the Canadian ~· s attack east nnrl soutboast of !li.1magen 

had gained !our miles on a eeven-adlo f'rMt, reaching to within three 

.Ues or tho cOCICiunic:Atic:n ce.~tor or Clove. Res !.stance was reported 

light, but the advance was ha:aperaJ by terrain and lOin as . 

1:orth of the Grtt llllm, our V Corps ad\11nced . Bast and southeast o! 

St. Vlth, the vm Corps galnad a alle on a 15-<nlle l'ront and reached to 

wltb1.., 2, 000 yards of Pruem. on the L\lxotl'.bourg-cera>n border we expanded 

our brldceheeda across tha Our and Sauer Rivers . Our VI Cor ps made flow 

prorz-eaa along the Rhine eao t or BieehweUer . Resistance to all thea a 

The reduction or the Colaar pockat waa cdcpletod except to r lllinor 

aopping up. 
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liM LASS If riB 
OSD Letter, ~-8-?8 

8 Febru&rz. CoaataJ. .ur Force planes, Qn-ing 63 sort1u, attacked 

faetor1u 1n norttnoestarn Italy and shipping 1n the northoast Adriatic . 

The Ba1kan Air Force flew 117 sortias against targets 1n Yup;oslava . 

9 February . ll.ost of 13$ sorties reported by the Tactical Air 

Foree w11ro anaed reconna.issance minions over the central Po Valley . 

We loot two planes • 

Our Fifth Arrq repulsed two coun tora ttacks of COt'IP"fiY strength 

1n the Serchio Valley and =de limited objective attacks along the 

LiguriAn coast . 

) 
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1 '•bnl&tz· n. a.•~ .ur o-.nd ~ 2,LJ2 •o~te•, or 

wh1oh ~ "~"~ C..ct.ic&l. bbon dll~d at. l1 .. t. two briclp1 batW'~i"n 

~ .ad ~1::1 &ad .. u.r bllt.-... IWao and 1baai. 1t1 acld1uoa 

to 11Appor"t1J'8 ~ t.r'Oo5*, othtr plane-1 4t.t&eked aJrtiel.dt, .uppl.y 

..,.... Md l..1nN ot oOIII&Inie&\1.CII). .. loet UtrM plane • • 

6 F•bn:&rz• tt. lJ.Toh Air Foree a... $1 o!l•.r.lhe 110rt.JA•• thole 

._,.. •1nl.7 conMnt.r&t..d on ra.il.Z'olldl 1n t.bt can.CIQ•I:tmko. OOit'ridor but. 

....-• u tar u PII:Jd.=-: Met r.u... 'ho nU 'r1.._ ~ knoc:J.d 0111. 

.w.t.b ol Ch&npha. We dli•t.ro)'ttd t'lliO «ltb~V a.i.rwa.n. and lo.t t.wo. 

~ilih tc:ro.. w.n or u. ~ ... f\u1.btr p.1rw, ~ 

on -._... Isl~d achwleed """tb or f&llblok Chaq on their ri,ch't., and 

reaohld t.he Clilt.aldrt.. of H.llftrw t.CMD 0t1 t.hlir ll tt.. 
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SOUTmYEST PACIFIC AREA 

D!CLASSI7ID 
OSD Lotter, 5-3- 71 

7 February . Solomons-based planes new l OL sorties , attacking 

targets on Bouga1nville, Now Britain and New Ireland. 

6 February . ~ing 112 sorties , nown principally over t he 

Philippines and the Nether land Indies , 27 B-2L ' • attacked airf ields near 

Balikpapan, and, on Luzon, J5 dive-bombers struck San Fernando and 

bivouacs north of Rosario . 

I Corps troops on Luzon completed the capture of Lupao and occupied 

Bongabon, 17 miles southeast of llunoz . In ~lanila, despite heayy ene"'l' 

fire, t he XIV Corps expanded its bridgehead south of the Fasig River t o 

an area 1,500 yards dsop by 2, 000 yards l'l'ide . Eighth Al'll\Y troops con-

tinued to reduce J apanese bunker s on Nichols Field. Nor th of Bataan, 

r tho XI Corps attacked organized positions four miles east of Olongap,o . 
·' 

CUl:lu.lative ene"'l' casualties on Leyte are 73 ,521 killed, 664 captured. 

PACIFIC CCEA.N AREA 

6 Febi'\I.ary. Sevent een B-2u•s sti'Uck I wo Jima; e ight others struck 

/!aha. Jima and lfoleai. Eighteen lighter planes attacked Ponape . 
: 

10 Febr-uary. Ei ghty-nine B-29 'e of tho XXI Bomber Command sti'Uck 

an aircraft ass lll:lbly plant at Ota, and oix sti'\Ick t ho Tolcyo dock aroa . 
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~.. UICLA88!7tl! 
GSII 'Letter r 3 ,. 

EASTERN FRONT 

9 Febrll&ry. Qy surroun~ ElbirJ& and regiaterl..na cains "G•inst 

the German poclcot to the east, U>e Red Arlly strengthened ita corridor 

to the Baltic Sea. The advance toward Stettin continues, progress up 

to 10 ttl.les being reported . Considerable action was reported 1n the 

Breslau sector. East ol Lalca Balaton the Soviets advanced '"""" 10 

roiles . 

~ ' r(Jl 
1.0. n•&~ ~~«. • & ond m "' 110 
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II&Ct..loSil!Zl! 
J&D Lottor, 6-3-72 

EUROPE AIID THE M::DITEMAUEAN - STRATllOIC Am 

7 February. Seventy-five RAF heavy bombers attacked a synthetic 

oil plant at Wanne Eickel . During the night, 74J heavy bombers struck 

Ooch and Cleve, and 177 others bombed the DortliiUnd-Ems canal. Thirty­

seven lloequitoes participated 1n these att.:lcks while 99 raided eeveral 

cities 1n Geroany. Twenty-nine heavy bombers 1111ned Kiel Harbor . Two 

eneliiY planes were destroyed. Ten heavy bombers and three IJosquitoes are 

missing . 

8 Febru.ary . Five hundred fourteen escorted heavy bombers of the 

15th Air Force attacked targets in Austria; 1,020 tons were dropped on 

tl't> Vienna railyards and 5J tons on railyards at Graz . Tn'o eneey planes 

were shot dcmn . 1\Yo bo:nbers and t hree fi&htere are cissing . 

The 8th Air For ce was grounded by weather . 

IWS!Ifllll 
E.O. 11662. See. 8(£) OU>d r.(D)"" ~ 
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DELASSI1rlll 
OSD Letter, b-S- 72 

7 FebN&ry. W.ather limited the Tactical 41r l'orcee tc 96 sorties . 

'n1e RAP attacks on Co<:h and Cleve {r eported on Pill!& 1) contributed to 

the prepnration far the Cllnlld1an Arley's attack in the llij,..llOn area . 

n>ring the 21.-hour period ending at 0600, five tlyina bomba fell in 

J.nt""rpJ lU rockets and L3 ny1ng bombs fell in scattered areo.a outside 

the city. 

8 Febru&l7 . n>rin& the 21.-hour period ~ndinc at 0600, al.Jo: rockets 

tell 1n Er(tl.and. 

'n1e Britieh XXX Corpe or the can&dian :.rr:t;t attacked on a four-divi-

sion front ooutheaat of llijnegen tolra.rd the Reichnald Foreot . llllports 

as ot noon indicated aatiefactcr;y progreoa . 

The Fint US Arey made lil:dted gains in tho aouthenetern part of 

&rtgen Forest, in the vicinity of Scbcddt . .l.dvo.ncaa in the direction 

or I'Nem by the Third J.n:o' '• VIII Corpa extended elena an e1ght....U.. front, 

aaountin& tc two mi.lee 1n s.,.. sectors. llorth of Echtemaeh the ni 

Corps .et stiff reaietance in atteq>tin& tc enlarse ita Sauer River 

bridgehead and repulaed a tank-supported counterattack. 

In sou them J.luce, mopping-up continued in the VOII811 . American and 

French troope advanced rapicll,y eastward a1ons the whole line frOID L.'ulhouso 

to Neuf- llrieach and secured t he ...,.t bs.nk of the Rhine t o a point 1U miles 

below the latter town. Thin confined the German~ in a poolalt nboll\ •iaht 

millo s lons by four llileo ride. 

2 
&.0. I lilt, tloc. I(B) ..... I(JIIw (II 
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7 Febroary . F'J.y1ng U6 sorties, Coa£tal and Da1lcan .Ur Force planes 

attacked harbor facllities and COIMalnic:&tions in Yugoslavia and northern 

I tal¥. Threo planes wore loe t . 

8 Febroary . Prelilllinary reports indicate the Tactical Air Foreos 

new 1 ,137 eorties . Continuing the destroctioo or co=mications, the;y 

dropped 250 tons or bombs on rail br 1dses and rall yards in northern 

Italy, principally sloog the Brermer Route . Fighters gave support to 

ground t roopa . We lost 11 planes . 

A Fitth Arey attack cade limited gains al0113 the Li;:urian coast . 

We advanced eliehtl;r in the Sereh.io Valley and repulsed a small counter-

attack on the elopes to the oaat . 
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ASIA TIC T!!SATER 

O! OLASSIF!IB 
~~D LoLter, fi-3-72 

5 February . Tho Eastern Air Colllll8tld new 863 sorties in addition to 

those previously reported . 

6 February. lllring 2,078 sorties by the Eastern Air CO!!mand, of 

which 713 were tactical, ground forces were supported in the ~b'ebon and 

Singu areaa; 150 tons of bombs were dropped on gun positions and supply 

dumps near Lashio; r ailroads and Irrawaddy river traffic were att acked . 

, Two of our fighters were lost . 

7 February. The l4 th Air Force new 60 sorties against rail and 

r iver <X>Il!llWlications in soutlr,,estern and central China, destroying a 

br idge at llengshan, a 200- foot gunboat on t.'le Yangtze , and tTio ene"')' air-

craft . Ch"le plane was lost . 

East of Twinnge the British advanced six miles agains t l ight ene"')' 

reaction . North of the Chindw1:n-Irrawaddy con.nuonce, Yesagyo was occu­

pied without opposition; other British troops were 12 miles to the south-

west . Two other columna wes t of the Irrawaddy, driving south, r eached 

positions 17 miles southwest of Pagan and 25 miles south of Pauk, re-

spective1y. In t he Arakan area, troops fr0111 the Lemro River moved 12 

miles farther southeast against slight eneJIIY resistance, while troops 1n 

t he ~eben area advanced two miles t award a junction with t he forces to 

the north . 

? February. In China, tha Japanesa had advanced ten miles northeast 

!rom N!li!\Y\ll'l8 , toward Haincheng, -.her e there is an avacuntad airfield. 

B.Ullll 
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SOUT!I\'IEST PACIFIC AREA 

lliCLASSTPJD 
OlD Letter , e 3-7a 

6 and 7 Febi:'U.ary . Four hundred fifty-six previously Ulll'eport~ d sor ­

t ies ,..,re nown, including 122 by Solomons-baaed aircr aft . About lJO 

light bo:bers 9Upported our ground forces south o! lo:&nil.a and struck CMI:IY 

positJ.ans on "4h g round west o! Clark Field. Ql- B-24 group boabed """11!1' 

concentra t ions on northe rn Cebu, .34 B-24•s hit targets on northern !lomeo, 

and 7S light bomber s attacked l'abrica airdrome on Negro& . Throughout the 

area, seven enet~Y plnnos , a submarino, two coastal vessel• and a picket 

boet wore destr oyed. 

7 February. I Corpo troops an LwiClll advanced aeainst opposition 

northeast of Santa lbria; other units reached a point 12 miles north of 

San lli col as without contact . lie took Sll'l Isidro , ll.tnoz and Rizal, and 

ocoupied three-quarter s of Lupao. The XIV Corps, after crossing too 

Puis River at !lalaeanan Palace , engaged in heavy street f i ght ing in t he 

heart or canua. !lorth of Bataan, we fUrther consolidated our Subic a.y-

Dinalupihan corr idor . ~hth Arley t roops ""'da prq:reso against the 

enei:IY entrenched on Nichola Field. 

PACIFIC OCEAII AREA 

6 February. Thirty- nine B-24 •• attacked Chichi J ilna; nine ~oar~ 

•<liwl bcd>ers struck an airfield on Ponape and convoya in th~ Bon~ . 

GA$$ID 
&.o. ' 16&2. e.e. S<l>l ... d j<Dl •.~ 

••• • - , y; 
OSD le<tor, Mai a, 187r •• 

., JS, KAU ,,.MAR 1 4 1973 
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oSD Lett er, ~-S-72 

8 Febnlary . tfo changes appeared on the tront facing Bar l in, but 

on the northem !lank of the salient the Soviet advance cut one of the 

roads trom Stettin t.o Schneidemuehl . Thoy made c!Mll gains south of 

Brealau and advanced 20 miles southwest or Krakow. 

wml 
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WES!ERII II!I!ISPI:!lR!! 

l::!I:CI»' s IJ'I'D 
OBD Lett~, 6-•-7t 

6 Febnauz. Five heavy bombers attacked a naval base at l(ataoka, 

on ShUJDJehiJ Island, in the KurUes . 

EIMlPl! AND Tim 14EDI1'EI!!IANEAN - STRADOIC AIR 

6 FebN!!'Y, Waather forced aban&:wu:lent ot RAF booober operat1ooa . 

A final report incl1cataa that only seven bo&bera and two t1&htars wre 

loat <l>r1n; the Lo1pda- llag<leburg operations ot the 8th Air Force (78 

boolbens and 2) !lahters were at first unaccwntad tor) . 

7 F'obnauz. A m1es1on of 8th Air F'orco heavy bombers, d1spntchad 

to attack targets on the Continent , was recD.l.lsd bec&Wia o! rout.. 

weather . 

Taldna oft from Ital.y, 81S heavy bocbera o! the l !ith Air Force 

attacked t1vo ret1neries in tho Vienna area, the Bratielava dock area, 

I'Ola o1l otorage 1natallat1ons and 'l'riesta llarbor. Thirtr-t1ve bombero 

and one t1&htar •re a1uing, but sooe ot theae were believed ea!e. 

llD.ISlm 
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6 February. The Tactie&l Air ,..,.cea new 2 , 546 sortie a , or which 

more than half were in armed reconn.aiest.nce and raU interdiction 

minions over the battle area, northwestern Oermany, nnd Holland . 

Nearly S00 tens were dropped on col!IIWlioation centers and an D.llmllli tion 

cliJIIp in the Cologne-Trier area. Sixty-one aircra.rt attacked rocket­

launching sites in llolland . We lost nine planes . 

~ the 21.-hour period endin& at 0600, seven fly1ng boaba fell 

in Antwerp, and six rockets 111d 6.3 !lying barbs fell in scattered arou 

outside the city. One flyina bo&b fell near Liege . 

7 February. !bring the 2L-hour period ending at 0600, eight rockets 

fell in ~gland. 

Up to noon, our First and Third Armies advanced deeper into Germany 

in attacks which ranged from the Hurtcen Forest to Trier. llorthweat of 

the Urft Dam the V Carps gdnod two mllee . Eaat and sautheut of St. 

Vith, the Vlll Carps regietered &dna of ovar a ..Ue an a 12.....Ue front . 

Eut of Clervaux, the In Corpa &ained two .Uae and crossed the OenMn 

bcrder . To the southeut, the XII Corps crossed the Sauer River acdnat 

In southern Alllace the recklotion of the Colmar pocket was nearl,­

complated. OnJ.y scattered oneii\Y remeinod in the 1/osges; those were beins 

mopped up. tlou!- llrieach wna taken and ft aroseed the Rhlne- Rhana Canal 

on a eeven-mile front below thia city. lltho.l&h we took tho •eetarn 

approach to llreisach llrid&o, the bridae itself 'waa blo11n, and the .,.110' 
wre nacuating by ferry betftan llreisach and. lllJ.houae • ....... 



""~ a..~ I .. 
1~· t r. r ~ 

IBDITERRANEAN TIIEA TEl! 

6 February. The Tactical Air Force tlew 63 previously unreportecl 

sorties. Coaatal ancl Balkan Air Force planes, 1100"6 106 aorties , 

attacked targets in northern Yugoslavi.a ancl the Po Valley ILJ'Id shipping 

in the Aclriatic . Fourteen Greece-baaed planes attacked gun position. 

on lliloe . 

7 February . Cantinuin;! to attack transport ancl coo:tllllication lines , 
in Po Val.ley ancl al.ona the Brenner Route, tho Tactical. Air Foree 

destroyed six railroad brid&es ancl blocked or <ID.magecl six more. Re-

parted sorties totalled 7)2; three aircraft ....,,.. lost . 

The Fifth Arzrv launched another minor attack east ot the Bologna­

norence his'-Y• but ,..,.. stopped b;y hea"Y fire b-oo infantry weapons . 

Three llllnor enemy attacks east of the Sorehio Rivor ,.,re repulsed. 

llW!JD 
JLO. lle&t. Soc. l(liJ •od t.(DJ o< (E) 
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S Februa.ry. Prelimnary report.. ot Eastern Air C-d operatiOIUI 

cover 74$ aortae, ot 'lltlicb J4S' ""re tactical . Fort~tive 8-24 •a s t ruck 

storage o.reu nt lladayo., ten miJ.es north ot l.!anda4y, and 28 do.maged the 

main bridge on the ~me.-81M rail~ S'O miles """t of Bangkok. Opera­

tiona ot llehter airoratt in support ot ground torcoa and against 

cOl:!Oillicationa and airtielde in central au... included an attack by J6 

ll-2S•a on rail 1nata.llat1ons juat sout h of J.:&nc!al-.y, 

7 l'el>ruary . Ravieed report& ot the XX l!ocber C-d attacks on 

S&icon and Jlan«kok ahow that W. ll-29 ' s hit the naval )'Vda a t Saigon, 

20 s t ruck W&NihOWieS at Phnom- Penh (lJO mileo west ot Saigon) , sa 

attacked a railroad bridge at Bangkok, and three bombed other targets . 

!lone were lost . 

6 Fobrua.ry. The 14th Air Foroe tlew S'S o1'tons1ve sorties doatroying 

soven oneey aircraft on airfiolda near Pekina and •1nlcina J4 craft on 

the lolokong Rinr, in southwestern China. l!neey concentrations were 

bolllbod """thwst of H&iteJ>c. 

Soutllwat ot the Chincbrin--Irrawadey contluenca, Britioh troopa 

advanced another t1-.. miles acuth ot Paul< and continued to close 1n on 

Pakokku boom the wea t . In the A.rakan area, troopa advancing oouth !rom 

the Lomro River cloaed to within five miles ot tho .. tro1:1 the J.lyebon 

Peninsula . On R.amroa leland, Brit iah troops nained throe miles on both 

!rente. Stitt reeiatance """' e:acGUntered near R.amree town. 

7 Fel>ruary. OhunsJ<in& announced the loaa or II~ and Kanchmr, 

together with their air buea. 

~ 
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'lliCI.ASSIF-IID 
OBD L4tter, 0-3-72 

SOUTIMEST PACIFIC TI!EA tEll 

5 and 6 February. Four hundred thirty- five previcuazy unreported 

sorties were flown, ineluc11ng 96 by Solomons-bend e1rcrn!t . Sixty 

B-24• s continued the bamba.r&oent of Correg1dor, and 46 others caused 

exploe1ons and 1'1res among installations near Balikpapao, Borneo. Six 

equadrone of light bombers supported our ground forces scu th of l!.an1l.a; 

other planes struck installations in the C&gs.yan Valley and swept 

eastern Luzon . Smaller miBoions hit wiclospread taruets in ths !/other­

lands Indies and in the FOl'IDOs& area , A coastal veaael -a sunk and 

two ene"'Y planes were destroyed. 

' 6 February. Our I COrps repulsed several ell&ll-ecal.e counterattacks 
' in the Rosario sector, overran ene"'Y positions in the foothills north-

east of Santa !.laria, and continued to attack Lupao and l.'unos &Painat 

heavy oppoe1tion , The Balete Pass road, leading to the C&gs.yon Valley, 

wae cut 20 miles north of San Jose . 

HOuee-to-hcuse fillhting continued in Kanila north of the P'Bal.t! 

River . The llovaliches Dom, northeast o! ~ila, 'IIIIich ccntrola the city's 

water supply, was secured. OUr troops advancing from the scuth reached 

the edge o! llichols 1'1eld. 

PACIFIC OClWI I.REl 

5 February• Thirty B-24 1s continued the cla1zy attacks on Iwo Jima, 

4 through 6 February, Sixty- three aircraft hit targets in the 

Pal.aua 111 d on Yap , WSlm 

5 
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'.!.:!.A b 111FI 1D 
OdD Letter, ~-S-72 

5 Fobru&p•. $1xt.y- thNe J.:osqu1toes I'ILided .or lin; twelvo ot.l:ers 

nttackod l!agrlebur(• and i'/urzbUl'!: . 

6 Februarv. '!11e 8th Air Force d1spatchod 1, 380 hoavy boobors 

to attock s~thotic oil plants in tl e Lo1pzic- Cjgdebur& area . 

Because of overcast, 400 a ttacJ,e d CA&debure rail yarM and tho 

Nlll&inder bit nWOIIrOWI tar~ets of opportunity. Soventy-oisl>t boobers 

and 2J fighters are lllissing, but lllllny are believed safe on the 

Continent . 

'!11e 15th .ur force new 110 of!onsi ve 111ss1ona because of 

weathe r . 

·~ E.O. liUt. Soc. a<Et ""d I(Dl .. (E) . ' 
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S February. The Tac tical Air Forces , restricted by weat her, n ew 
180 sorties . Night attacks were made on road and rail colllllllllicaticru! 

in the Eua.kirchen area and north of the !W.hr. Two planes are r.U.seing . 

Im1.ng the 24-hour period ending at 0600, four ny1ng bombs fell 

in Antwerp; eleven rockets and 41 nying bombs fell in scattered areas 

outside ot the city. Four i'l,ying bombs fell near Liege . 

6 February. furing the 24-hou.r period ending at o6oo, four 

rockets fell in England. Including this report, a total of 3lJ rockets 

have !allen in tho London area and 330 elseWhere in Engl and. Of the 

resulting cBBUalties, 1,661 ~Yore killed, 4,113 were seriously wounded, 

and 9,183 slightly l'IOilllded. 

lip to noon, tho V Corps of our First llrnl)' made limited gains to 

the north and south of Schleiden . The control stetion of Urft Dam 

""" taksn intact . East and southeast of St. Vith, tho Third Arley ' s 

VIII Corps advanced a little over a milo . 

In southern Alsaco, American and French troOps of the French First 

~ broadened the corridor through tho Colmar pocket and, driving to 

tho west, established contact at two points with French troeps at tack-

ing from the Voegoa . East or the corridor, ,.. continued to close in on 

Neuf- Briaacb. 

1 Feb:ruaq. Occupation or llouf-Brisach was reported in a 

c~n.ique. 
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' t'tbtUI.tX• 'ItA lill.kan .Ur fore:•, tlrinr: 119 .otU••• at.\.&oltd 
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One pUne ,... loa\, 

tr-nn.r rout..e. fl.dtt.en concar.t.ratA<'i Gl'l 1uppl)' ~. run poeHVna, 
an:! ~lcaUM l..J..M• in nortl'lem Yt.al)'o lit <Matro,-.d UU"'I• •n.:r 

~ ta ~4~ perl.Gd .,._ ~ a lSOO, aet.lw paU'OlllnC-... 
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t..M 1JS Ftt\.h J.nq .. _,\. or t.bt SolOfO'•- noreoce ftll#l • )' ..,,. 8D&ll 
p1na ••·•ll'n 1-~ ~~ and arl1lh1'7 tl.rl . Ia tt. ~· 
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ASIATIC Tm.;ATl:il 

l! L • arrm 
u. Le>t r, 6-3-72 

4 J-'ebi'IJirv. Tho Eastern Air Cocrnand Clew 2, S/.2 sorties, of 

'lltlich 756 were tactical . SciM 370 or tt.oao planes supperted ;:round 
operatiCI'Is, and attecked supply dlllllps and troop concentrations in 

ceo t.ral B~ and on the Arakan front . Ueven vussels wore sunlc in 

and south or the Cult or •tortaban. 

5 Februacr. The l4th Air Force roportod only 11 ortensiva 

sorties. 

The Buroa iloa~ had been cloaruJ to a point 30 111lea south o! 
'\1ant1nc . 

In tho l.!lnd&lay area, the !lr1 tish ware within three Cliles ot 
Sa!:lling . Tho advance west or the confluence or the Chindwin and 

Irra•ddy <livers con UntJOd, 3rl. tiah troeps api)l'O&ching w1 thin al.Jr 

n:il es or Pakokku. They moved up to the Irrawadcly north ot Pagan, 

and, ""st. of the town, they advanced tan ciles eouth on a broad trent . 

In China, the Jap4neso had made substantial atrldes to....,.d 

'..anchow. They were 18 111111 away o:1 the north, attar an Advance from 

Suich"""' . Sixty IIi los southll8st, they ,.re attackir.g ll&l:lyung, 

following on advnnco troo Chihing, captured on 1 ~·ebruary. 

7 "ebruary. Pre:llmnary reports state that 6) il-29' a or tho Xl 
Bo:obor Comn&nd struck the Sai•on 1·avy Yard, 58 111t a Banr)colc railroad 
bridre, and four dropped their bollba on other tar rots . 

GAml 
&o. 1 uu.- 3{111 • ..s 6(D) .. (113 

4 
OSD ....... MoJ ~AR121 4. 1973 • JS. _,.,.._ _ _ _ 



+ 
C!Jli.SlfD 

a.o. usn. ~~eo. 3(£> .. d 6(1>) .. <1o1 
OSD ....... M.,. a, 1971 , 

• JS. -., .. MAR 14 197? 

• 

$OVTll , .. 
CNII'IA 

-., . . 
• 

a.n-·· -· 

-
CENTRAL WESTERN PAC I FIG 

miiiH/f 

• 

• • • 

• 
• · • ..--80N I N IS 

• HAHA .J IHA 

:_ IWO JI MA 

+ ... o...e- t 

1. 

~ .... . .: .... ~ -~ • 
• 

+ 

• •• ,• .... *··· 
:· " 

t.uu;• 

+ 

-·· .. ., 

• 
- ~ · 

,. 
,. 



XI 

I.IH£ •s or 6 rre -­
LUI£ AS Or 5 f ( l - -



SOUTIMST PJ.Cli'IC AREA 

~ .. .ILAL~trm 
IAH - , 6-l!-?2 

4 and 5 FebNary. Strikee on Carree1dor b;r aboot 160 &-2L ' s and 

on air!ielda near llalikpapan by LJ others """" tho 1110at concentrated 

a!forta during 429 additional oorties . Lightn aircrAft, in addition 

to oupport~ ground troops on Luzon, destroyed seven bAI·sos on the 

Cagayan River . 51:1&11 B-2L miasioru~ harassed enemy al\ipp~ in the 

l'ormooa-~s area . !:early 100 planes attacked tar&ato on !iow 

Britain, !low Irtiand and Bougainvi.Ue . 

5 f ebru&J7 . o..r I Corps on Luzon wae mot!..n& atubborn reaietance 

in t he hills north ot Sa.n Roaario . The attack on Lupao continued, and 

San Jooe waa oeoured. Troops attack!..n& the isolated eneey around 

/blnoz made small gaina agAinst concrete aJO!l>lacamenta . Tl'.ere """ house-

to-house !16ht ins in IIMUa. 

PACIFIC OCEAN AREA 

4 Febroary , Nine heavy ba:be!'t: co:rt.inued the rAUtraliaatiCI'I of 

Iwo Jir.a; tan othere bodied Haha JiJ:>a, 

IWSliD 
~8. l l UI, 11«. 1(>:) .. d 11(0) • (II 
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6 FebruArY· The !!ad Anly con Unued to reduce the Cen:.an pocket 

1n ~st Prussia . lieaviesl'. Ciglll'.1n& cente,.,d around Soviet af!orta 

to establish new bridgeheads and enlarro existing ones al.cn: the 

upper ()der iU.ver, the Germans reporting new Soviet bridgelleeda near 

Fuorstenberp, Neusatz and llatibo r . Thore r•as a five-mile gain in 

the bridgehead southeast of reslau. 

6 
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IIICLASSIFrED 
OBD ~ttor, b-3-72 

l'!UROPE A!ID THE IIEDI 'I'ERJw&:A/1 - STRATWIC AIR 

) February. A epecial force of 14 RAY Liberators waa diapatched 

en anti-aubooarine patrol 1n the Baltic. Attacka ,.re ude on four 

submarines, a destroyer and two other vessels northwat ot Geynia . 

I. February . Two lnlndred tm.nt y-two RAF heavy bombers attacked 

Bonn and 219 other s struck benzol plants 1n the Oberhauaen and 

Oelaenkirehen areas; 1.0 Wosquitcaa also participated 1n these attacks . 

Si:rt.y-eix other li!osquito bccsbera attacked Hannover, DortiiiWid and 

lla&deburg . Tlrenty-aenn heavy bccsbera l.nid mnea ott Helgoland and 

1n rivera 1n north...., stem Oenll&I'(Y. Three bccsbere ar• lliea1ng. 

I. and $ February. Weather grounded tho 8th Air Force . 

5 February . Seven hundred forty escorted heavy bombers of the 

l$th Air Farce 'llllre dispatched to attack an oil plant and rail :yard in 

the Rtgenaburg area, four rail :yards 1n the Salzbur& area, and another 

at Treviao, 1n northaaatam Italy. llore than 1 , 4$0 tons ot bocbs were 

dropped during these operations. Few- bccsbera and tour fighters are 

1 
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EUROPEAll THP.ATER 

llJCLA6StJ'ID 
OSD Lotter, ~-s-7a 

4 Febru&ry , In the ~-hOW' period endin6 at sunset, adverso 

weather limited the To.ct1cal .u.r Forces to 617 sorties, Nil\zy acainat 

raU install& tiona and traffic in llol.la.nd, northweeten1 Ger1DaJ1Y, and 

in the Alsati&n ue&. Se\-en ene~ planes were dest.royed; we loot !OW'. 

!bring the 24-hour period to 0600, one rocket and five fi;ying 

bombs fell in Antwerp, and nine rockets and 70 rty1.ns bombs fell in 

scattered areo.s outside the city. One n)'ins bocb fell neo.r Liege . 

5 Febl'U!l7• turing the ~-hour period to 0600, 14 rockets fell 

in the London and &ssex areas, caus~ extensive blast damage . 

Up to noon our Firat ~. attackina along a lS-mile front to the 

oast and northeast of Monschau, gained up to two miles and roached tho 

western edge of t ho clar.l at the foot of the Urtt Leke . '!'he breaching of 

this dam wculd fiood the upper Roer River V&lley. East of St. Vith, 

the 'l'hird Ar:t:f &dvanced another two m1les into Oen:!OlliY along a five-

clile front. a.rrivinj: three miles from l'nlm . 

In sou thl rn Alsace French troops driving north fro:u l!llhouee 

established contact at Routrach with American troops attacking south 

of Col.llar, thereby cutting tho eneey 81.liant in half and iaol&tins the 

Oerman forces rem&ining in tho Vosges . Other French troops , att&cking 

the western !ace of the e&lient in the Vos& .. -.ntaina, gailled over 

t wo miles . 



D%=LA..,~Il'I6!' 
OSD L~~tor, L-3-72 

5 FebruarY. The Tactical .Ur Force new sane .378 sorties, ~hien;y 

against rail and 110tor transport en the Fifth lraiY trent., including 81 

~ S' s tba t attacked bridt;es on the Srenner ro~ te . ..e lost two planes . 

During the 24- hour period ending at 1500, o~ Fifth Army troops 

bad mAde ad•1ances up to a mile alone a five....Ule front extending across 

the Serchio River ln the Gallicatlo area . El.sewhero along the Italian 

!rent there was active pat rollinr . 

RISliO 
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ASIATIC TIIEATER 

3 Febl"lllll"l· The Eutem Air C_,c! new 2, 349 sorties, of which 

66o ,..,.. tactical. Sixty heavy bo:Dbers attecla!c! raU targate on the 

Kra Iatll:aia; eight others dutroyed 19 wareho'"'"" e~th of Bane)cok. 

Lighter planes attacked en41111Y positions , ciuope, COII:IIlnications and air­

!ielda throughout Burma. Two aircrn.f't were lost. 

4 Febl"lllll"l . The 14th Air Force new 12 offensive eortiee . Six 

lococotivee were destroyed 1ro the raU yards at Sir(yang . Japanese 

headquarters and the airtial d at !Janning were attacke d and two B-2/, '• 

llll.ned the Yangtze R1 ver moar llankcw. 

S~th of Wanting, Chiroese Wlits crossed the ~ Road to the oc.st 

on an eight-mile front 1ro api te of continued reeietance . Japanese 

co\lllterattaeks in this aroa, and on troops south of the Shweli River, 

were repulsed. 

en the Irrawa~ tront there was minor actirlty 1ro the Singu bridge-

head where a squadron of Britbh tanks is now operating east of the river. 

Allied patrols have penetrated to the river north or Pagan without 

eatablbhing contact . 

On the A.rakan front the British patroll.ed five lllil.es farther east 

of 111nbya 'ldtbout eneey contact . Troops advancirl& to the south on Ramree 

leland have penetrated to withirl seven lllil.ea of Ra.V<N~ T01111. 

The first cCilvoy troa Indb over the new)J' opened Leclo Road, which 

croeaed the EW-oa-China trantier at Wantirl& on 26 January, arrived at 

l\llnmirlg , China, on 4 Feb Nary. 
....r •. 
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SOIII'IIIEST PACIFIC IJ!!A 

IIICLASSI1ID 
CSD Lotter, 6-!-71 

3 and 4 February. l.lore than 2SQ additional unreported sorties """" 

nown . Thirty-au heavy bocber s hit Corrogidor and the Cavita area . 

Navy dive bombers , 1n ground- support missions , aooisted the rapid advance 

on Luzon . Po.trol planes attacked ohipping oft Hongkong and northern 

Fon:ooa and sank a coaotal veaael near the ~lcyue . Solomons-beeed aJ.r­

cratt n .,... 110re than 100 sorties a;;;ainat t&rfllta on 1:.,... Britain and lrew 

Ireland and 1n support o! eround operations on Bougainville, eW-ing wbicb 

<me !ighter,.,.. lost. 

4 February. Additional elecents of the XIV Corpo had closed in on 

tho nort~rn outakirts of llanila, capturing BUibid Prieon and releasing 

an additional 300 prisoners of war and abOJt 550 more civilian internees . 

In the north, on our eastern flank, element• of tho I Corps launched an 

attack on Lupao, oecured the Lupao-5an Jooe highwa.Y, cut tho r:lllin road 

leading into Baleta peso and the Cnga.Yen Valley and, attacking San Jose 

fro~:~ the oc:u th , captured three-<jUal'ters of the town ag&inet stiff re-

oistanee. Ch northern Bataan eleJtento of the n Corps, <lr1Ying east, 

ban established oontact nth the XIV Corps at 01n&lup1ban. In the south, 

forward el-nto ot the E:1;lhth Arr:q, attar reachina Las Pinao on ~Ua 

~ eo,. e;!eht ..Uoo sou t h ot llan1J.a against ll.aht resistance , drove 

forward into the southern outak1rts o! tho cit y . Our total casualtiss 

en Lu'on to 3 February are : 1, 359 k1lled, 4, SQ7 lfOUllded, 223 Diesing. 

EholJIY ca.oualtiu are 16, $26 kille<l, 207 captured. 

5 
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.,... UCLASSI7In 
CSD Lo tter, ~-3-72 

6 Ftoruarv. North of Koenicsber g, the P.ed A.n::ly expanded 1 ts 

holdings, but south of the city, the Cenoans reeatabliohed contact 

with the main East Prwsal.an ;>ocket. Heavy fight1n continued along 

the northern front, the Soviets &&ined an additional ~leven .U.les 

t.oward ;Jerlln jllSt north of Kuestrin and establlshod a bridgehead 

acroaa tho Oder R1 ver . Soutws t or Fr&nkfort, \.hey ad van cad to the 

Oder en a JO-Gile !ront. South,.st of Budapest, the ~d Armies 

reduced the salient that the Cenans had driftll to tt.e !l&nube Ri•e!'. 

6 
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No . 1153 

0700 February 4 to 0700 February 5, 1945 
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Il1Cl.A~srrriB 
'SD lcttor, 6-S-71 

3 February. 'llllrty- iive .R.I.F heavy llom.,ra attacked .Udret 

subnarine per.s at Ij.tuiden ard near ttotterdam. 1hat nivnt, Jl9 

heavy bolllbers attacke<l cok!Jll! plants at 1>0tt.rop am llortm.u>d. 

$e\er. ty osqui toea jo.llred in theae raids and also hit Osr.aoruck and 

o'd.ea oeden . F1 ve one"'Y aircraft were shot. down; eleven bomoera 110re 

lost. 

4 Fearua.ry. itre 15th Air Force -.as rrounded. 
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EU!lOPOOI TI!E:ATER 

r D%CLASSi rrll 
OSD Letter, 6-t-TI 

) P'abnlary. 'ftlo Tac~ical Air Foreee, f1T1ng 2 ,$18 aortiea, c!rq>ped 

670 t.cna ot bombo Cl'l rail cocnunicatione, bridges and other t.argeu, 

principally in the Zuidor Zee, Calogne-'.UtU1ch and northeastern Ruhr 

&reae, and eent support 111.1ae1one over r.~oot ot the western .!'ront . Two 

eneJ:!Y planes ...,,.. destroyed; we loot 12 . 

lllring the 24- hour period endin& at 0600, et&ht 1l)'1na boolba tell 

in Antwerp and three in Liege . Seven rockets and 52 ~ bombs !ell in 

scattered nrellS outside of Antwerp . Two !lying bombs tell near Liege . 

4 February. n.rin;l the 24-hour period ending at 0600, three rockets 

tall in the London area . 

Up to noon, our Firat .l.rJ:IY cmtinuina ito attock in the area north­

east or Uonschau erooood the Roer River and gained up to three miles along 

a aeven....Ue front reaching 1Jr!t Lake . Eaet and south or St . Vith the 

lllr Seventh Arco' carried out suceeootul raids and •de llinor, local 

gains O&at of lngwoiler . Because Of nood COnditions , OOI:le advance 

poaitiona in the area oouth of Biseh• iler were "llithdrawn . 

In Aleace , the French First An=\Y launched a general attack north o! 

ll>lhouae, croseing the Th.lr River betw.en C.l"llq and Enoieheill, gaining 

the entire wut bank or the ll1 River between Srd.eheiel and lll.lhouae , Other 

French troops made progreoa in the Vosges southwest o! Llunoter. American 

and French units ..,,.. carrying out extensive patrolling batween Colmar and 

16J.Ntar, particular:!¥ alq the Fecht River. Other Atlerican troops 

advanced looall,r towards NeuE-Briaacb, 

2 



DlCLASSU IIll 
~D Lottor, 6-8-73 

J Februarv. The Balkan Air Force now 124 sorties, half of theo 

aca1nst rail yards, t ransporta tior. Md oneey-occupiod build1nrs 

throuGhout Yuroslavia . 

4 Ftbt\110!. Durinv 900 '!'actical Air Force sorties 1 over 700 

tl.v.htera attacked rail lines, r olllnr stock and 110tor transport behind 

tJ,e batUa linea; lJl o:teditml bo:U>ers hit rail Hnoa and brid;:es in 

northeastern Italy, particularly on the BreMer r oute . Seven tl.rhtars 

were lost . 

During the 24- holl.r period ending a~ 1500, t'ii'th Ar~ troops 

occupied Callicano on the Serchio River . 

J 
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Q D Le~to~. &-S-72 

2 Febr uary. Durina 2, 236 sorties, or which 708 'llllre tectieal, 

.. dium bollbers and i'!.ghtera o!' ~he !-.astern i 1r Command struck at 

enemy positions and dWlpS north or the llurma Road , around ll:andalay, 

and t.brouGJ>out the l.lyebon- Ramree Island area . 

J February , American nnd Chinose troops continued to clear tho 

Burma .'load southeut o! r;&l:lhk., , ln central Bum&, the British repulsed 

' two more a ~tacks on their Irrawnddy bridgehead near Sinr,u . Forcos 

110ving ea:tward towards the connue:lce or tt.e Irrawaddy and Chindw!.n 

Rivers 11\lre l8 miles northwest and 25 milos southW\lst ot' tiYI.ngyan , 

resl.stance, but moppl.ne up contl.nuod nor thwes t or the village. 

Resistance continued strong in tho 11)-ebon area . British troops aade 

S00\3 p rogreso on R.ar.lree Island. 
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l'LA£SlFID 
~YD Lotter , 6-8-72 

2 and J February . Ulring J76 prev1oua4' unreported eortiea, in­

cluding 102 by Sola<.cna-beaed a1rcra!t, """"' 70 B-24•a attacked Corregidor, 

othere atruck tho O&vite area, and 24 ra1d~d Oka,yo.ma airdrou>e, Fonnoaa, 

doetroying 16 &nOII\Y planes . Lighter pl11nes supported our ground forces 

on luzon and new ....U m1se1ons over the Natherlande Indies and the esst 

China coast. In the latter area, two coastal veaoela and a noetplane 

were deatroyed. 

J February. The XIV Corps entered Jlanila at Orace Park against 

negligible ree1atance; throughout the n1ght, l'atr;Y !1rea ftre obsarved 1n 

the city. other elecants of the Corps reached T1najeroa and established 

a rood block at 01nelup1han on the base of Bataan Peninsula . L!ore Eighth 

ArniY paratrooper• were dropped on Taga,yta.y ridflo ; recoMaieaance north 

to Sllang found no eneii\Y . 

S February . According to n co=nique, the let Cavalry Division 

approached I'.:Lnila b"OII the east under cover ot clarla\eaa, thruat leading 

ele:aants into the heart ot tr.e city, and seized the concentration c~ 

at Santo T.-a Ul\1vera1ty where the en""'Y were boldine 1.'1terneea. '!'be 

;!7th D1v1a1on ....., .. nt1oned as driving int o the 1111burba !rom the north, 

while tho Uth Airborne D1v1e1on, alter seizing Taa~ • ....., advancil'lg 

rapidly from the eouth . The llalacanan Palace and Orace Park airfield 

were reported secured. 
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PACIFIC OCEAN AREA 

1 February . Three B-29 1s indivililall,y boi:Wed !lagoya, the Tok;yo 

area , and Osaka . 

2 and J February . Thirty B-24 1 s again attacked Iwo Jim:l, and 

ten struck Chichi Ji.ma . In addition, Iwo Ji.a:a was etra!ed by 20 

! ichter s . Two aircra.tt ftre lost . 
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CSD Lo\ter , 5-S-?a 

4 Fcbruarv, In ll1\st Prussia the Sovie ts con~inUfld to clear the 

pen1osula north of Konigsberg and to reduce t!1e German pocket to the 

south . The attec!< cont1oued around Kustrin , and north of the city 

the Red Al'!ny mado gains along a 30-mile front. 
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C E.ll Let tor, b-3-72 

EUROPE AIID '!'!IE l!EDITERIWIFAN - STRATEOIC Affi 

2 February . !.lore t 'lan 1,000 heavy bombers o! the fll.J' in three 

lllissions attacked 'llie sbadan, Karleru'>e, and the l/an.o~ Cickel syntl:etic 

oil plant . Thlrty- thr•e bomber s nre loat . ·~ore then 100 ·~o•quitoes 

a cco:npanied these ra ids and carried out diversionar;• attscl<s over 

J•annheim and !J.agdeh>J.rg. 

3 February. The 8th Air Forco attscl<ed a ra il yard and undel'­

uound etstion in Berlin -.!. tb 1,000 heavy bombers, and hit a rail yard 

and an oil refinery at '!agdeburg with 430 others . \lore than 900 

fighters acted as •scort . Thirty-eight en~ aircraft wore destroyed; 

we lost 35 boo:bers and nine fighters . 

In Italy, the 15th Air Force >116 grounded . 
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2 Februarz. 'l'h~ Tactical Air Forces flew 2, 774 aorti~c . rra.~sport 

and o=unicatiano in tho Colowne-saarbrucken at"'l and in .Ueace were 

att.aolce<l 111. th 1,17$ tt><t• r;;l bQibs; dL..age or destruction of 46 locomotl. ves 

a:ul l, Joe> rail.ro&d cora wae cllli&ed. SUpport wae given our troops all 

al<>nc U'" front . Seventeen ent~J~y alrcra!t ...,,.., dee tro)'<!d; "" lost 37. 

During tbe 24-hour period ending at 0600, one rocket nnd five fly­

in& bombs fell in Antworp, 13 r ockets and 51 ny1ng boo..bs fell in areas 

adjacent to Antnrp, and three !lying banbs fell near Liege . 

3 February. Ilur1ni the 21.-hour period endina at 0600, ......., rockets 

!ell 1n the Essex and L<>ndon areas . 

Our First and Third Amiee continued their attack along the )<MUle 

front running south from tho Ltonschau nre.a . An advance of three and 

one-half miles carried tho Firat Ana;y out of the Foreet of !!onschau and 

to within two li1les of Schleid<>D. Nine miles south of Schleiden, two 

t.ank-wpported counteratt.aclco were repulse<!, while along th .. front 

ext.aoding on oo•1th to the a~ east or St . Vith, the,.., were gal. os of one 

to two miles . 

Sevonth Arm;y troops orossed the Moder River north of B1ochwe1ler, 

and, alon& a four-mile front to the east and southeast, advanced a 

II&XimWll of two llilee. 

In Alsac:>, .llllerican and l'reneb troops o! the French First Ar:oy coe> 

plat.ad the capture of Colal&r and 110ved !our miles south to within ten 

mileo of tbe French troops advancing north ot J.tulhouea . Tbe French 

advance to the Rhine eaat or Col.m!lr canpleted occup&tioll o!J, the weet 

bank trom Breiaach to t-on 1&1.1~• north of Straeboura. 



) February. There were virtuall,y no air operations because of 

the ,..ather. :1o changes wen reported on the sround tront . 
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ASH l'!. 'ill!:A Tt.R 

1' 'Cl.ACSI7n?J 
~-D Lott&r, 5-S-?i 

l reoruarv . Curirw 2 , )$7 sorties of which 766 wer .. tacUcal, 

tastern Air .;O!lll1V<nd sent some 400 fiP,htar s : painst enemy ~ositions 

an I dU!nps around tl1 e Singu .Jt1drehead , at ~~owai1w, on the rJyt!oon 

Peninsula , ""'d north oJ' the Burma .toad . 

2 Febr uar :v. •:esther in t ll areas virtually ({rounded the 14th 

Air rorco . 

'!he ene:ny continued l1is tmsuccessful uttac.ks in rJ)e area south 

01 •:atnhka 1 and on the Sim'\l uridpehead o;,•t of the Irra w ... ldy. ht 

yi tson, JriUsh troo,;s wen forced to withdraw to thu nor tJt oank 

oi Shweli rli wr , vut 25 miles to tne east, Chinese troops south of 

the riv~r made loc~l ca ins . ·nwre """ a lan1in~ on the south Up 

01 Ramree Island, while trOOi>S to the nor th crossed Yanilauk t-l:,.ung 

inl et, followinG an uir and naval bombardoent . 
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SOUTit'HEST PACIFIC AREA 

1 and 2 February . !>.Iring 250 previously unreported eorties , LJ 

haavy bombers attacked Cavite and Corregidor, about 100 Solor>ons-ba.sed 

planes atruc.< targets in t.ew Ireland, hew Britain and Boucainville; and, 

in the course of widespread attacke by ~ rel'lAinder, one coastal veaoel 

waa eunl< and three set at ire in the area& of Formosa and Cam kanh llo;{ . 

Antiaircratt fire destroyed oue ene"'Y plane; we lo•t three . 

2 Febl"U!U'Y. On tha Luzon eastern nank l Corps troops Cl&de r.>inor 

~·1n• east of San :,ieo::.aa, And, to the swtheaat, advanced to a general 

line lhll.1nga:\-Tucana {south of San Jose), both o! wnich have been tak~n . 

The XIV Corps , advru>cJ.n.! ton.rd J.:.aaila, captured Jaliua" and Plaridel 

and reached Santa Maria and Santa Ana . 

XI Corps troops were nine miles inl.Md !rom Subic Bay. The Eighth 

Army dropped paratroopers 1n Gavite Province, about !cw- miles nortlnoeat 

o! Lake Taal . Other Eighth An:;v t r oops advancir.- trom the ""st captured 

Aga . 

PACIFIC OCEAN ARi!:A 

Jl January . Three B-29 ' • individually attaoked Ooaka , llagoya and 

Tolcyo . 

4 Febniary. Seventy- three B-29 ' a of the XX1 llocber COIII:'.and attacked 

Kobe, Japan, and 26 bombed other targets . 

5 
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3 Febl"\\l...ry. Orivin" to 'Ill thin SO mil~B of th~ heart o!' Serlin, 

Soviet for cf'l were ""ot of ~urt.rin and a ttackir-4 t!lf' litter city .t'r<>a 

th..--e& ~i1eG . The westw3rd ;:el.J's , ""~ch r"achfoc! a Jli.Xiz:;u:• of ten .,n ee , 

exten1eU. along a 1;0-nil• front . SL'llilar .,,.1,e <~>:on m4de northr.est or 
Schneide"'Ue"ol . Ther• """ heavy fi.ghtin& 1~ nWter ous oth•r sectors, 

!luclapest and LakP Salaton, adva'lceo up to l? miles lf8ro '!l&de a,.ainst 

the flanks of the Oe'l'l:llln salient to the Dt.nu~ . 

6 
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EASTEIOI FRCtiT 

7 Febnw-y. Pightille continued to be centered around the Oder 

r.J.ver br1dreheads . The Soviete held fOUl' on t he 60-o.Ue front fac1nP 

Barl1n. They .t'urther oxpo.ndod another south of lll'oelau and beat off 

counterattacks against tho one nt Ratibot· . !leduction of the Oermnn 

pocket south of Koen:l,_:sbere continued. 
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DSOLASSIJID 
CeD Letter , ~-8-TI 

2 FebNarz. ~ring the paat thnte ~'' three balloons, of I 
pou1b1e Japanese origin , have been found in California near San Diego, 

Rlld Blu!!, and ReddJ.ng , 

EtmOPE AllD THE I.!EDITERllANEAN - STRATEGIC UR 

1 Februag. 11.\F hea..y lxlcbers dropped 711. tons on L'Unchen­

Gl&dbaeh, to block road 100vu:ents. That night, 382 heavy bombers 

attacked Ludrlgshafen, .332 attacked !Jainz, and 271 attacked Siegen, 

Berlin us raided by 121 1Josqu1toee, and others struck ~isburg, 

!.!annhebo, Hannover and llumberg . Eleven heavy bor:bere and one l.!osquito 

2 February , Alth~gh there ""re no bombing operations by the 1Sth 

Air Force, 48 f'ightero strafed Karlovac airdrome 1n Yugoslavia, clan>aging 

gun el!placemente and deet~ eight aircraft. Five !ijhtere are 

The 8th Air Force .,... £l'OW'ded , 

G.ISSiflll 
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lll!CLA5SI1'In 
EUROPEAN THEA'l'ER " 'l 1. tt.,r, ~-3-72 

l February. The Tactical Air Forces new 861 sorties . Some 250 

tons of bombs were dropped on r ail bridges and communication cent ers 

east of the Ardennes and around Koblenz . The majority of clooe support 

mi.ssions were over the US Seventh and French First J.rmy sectors . One 

enel1\)' plene was destroyed; we lost three . 

lllring the 24- hour per iod ending at 0600, four fiying bombs fell 

in Antwerp end one in Liege . Fourteen r ockets and 66 fiying bombs f ell 

in scattered areas near Antwerp; two nying bombs fell near Liege . 

2 February. !Airing the 21.-bour period ending at 0600, six rockets 

fell in the Kent and London areas . 

Up to noon, our First and Third Anniee continued to drive nhead 

along a ,30-mile front running south from l!onecbau. They advanced up 

to two and one-half miles and were inside Cklrrnany except for one small 

area in the extreme eastern tip of Bel gium. 

A division of the Sevent h Arl1\)' was heavily engaged in attacking 

northeas t and east of BischwBiler , 

In Alsace , .American and French unit s of the First French Arl1\)' 

attacked Colmar from the north and northwest end r eached the center of 

the city. The French r.>oved east to occupy t he west bank of the Rhine 

from Str asbrurg to east of Colmar . Other French units continued to 

make local prcsrees nor th of l.l.llbouso . 
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lllCLA6S17In 
08D Lette,., -3-72 

2 February . RaU bridgee in northern Italy "" attacked by 161. 

medium banbers of the Tac t1C4l. A.ir Force , 

In the per iod ending at lSOO, the Eighth Arl:l'f rep>.lsed bo adnor 

attacke nortlnrest of Ravenna . .Uong the remainder of the Italian 

battlefront. there was active patrol11ng. 

OCCIJmD 
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ASIATIC TllEAl'ER 

31 January . The Bas tern Air Command new 2, 446 sorties o! which 

861 were tactical . Heavy bombers dropped JOu tons on the Kyaukse aroa 

south o! l.landalay, believed to contain Japanese headquarters . Other 

aircraft supported ground troops north o! the IW'ma Road, near Mandalay, 

and in the area east o! Akyab . 

1 February. Heavy bor.>bers o! the U.tb A.1r Force destroyed a JSO-!t. 

f reighter- transport which hsd been chased ashore in French Indo-chins b,y 

submarines , 

The enemy launched several attacks against Allied positions on the 

l.!Yebon Peninsula, end also on the ll'rawadey bridgehead near Singu; 

stUl another developed on the IW'ma Road southeast o! 1/amhkam, All 

were repulsed. British troops made some progress southeast o! l,trobaung , 

Patrols moving !rom the west were within 16 miles ot Pakokku on the 

' ll'rawadey. 
; 

28 January . Chinese reported the Japanese were in AniU, 25 miles 

northwest or K1an . 
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31 Janua.ry and 1 Febru&ry. l:Ur1Jl& L5<> additional sorties, lei, 

hoavy boalbe.rs hit Co,.,.,gidor , Cavite, and the Canacao Penineula; 24 
ucorted heavy boctbero destroyed 2S planaa on Heito airdrome, Fon:osa . 
South or formosa, cediwa bol!lbers sank a destroyer, le!t a second oorn-
in& and seriouel.J' <ID.maged a third, while their escol'tini f1&hters shot 
down tive fighters of the enemy ' s covering force . A Japanese convoy 

atte"'Ptina to reach wzon was attacked, and a destl'oyer and a destl'oyer 
escort 1ftlre left burni.cg at a coot of two of w.r planes . F~htars supported 

our gl'OW>d forces throughout wzon and llO Sole&ons-basod planes attacked 

Hn Britain, t!"" Ireland and Bouga.inville . 

1 Feb!'IUl'Y. Our forces on tho wzon eastern nank Wl'<l enew.ntOl'ing 

hoavy resistance on the outsld.rts or tllnin8an and noar J..'unoz . To tho south, 
Cabanatuan was captured, and pa trola had advanced beyond Santa !l.oea, In 

tho extreme oouth, we ""re within a cdle and a bal.! or !Jalo1os, llhich ie 
20 lllilee !l'om l&l.nila • 

.ldvancing east !l'an SUbic ~, the :n Corps reached the foothills 

at lit . Santa Rita on northern Bataan. &ighth An!Y troops in llatangaa 

captured lit. Aiming , nine llliles inland. 

JO January. Two B-29 ' 1 bombed Osaka, and a third bombed Chichi Jima. 

21 January and l February . Continuing atteclal on 1110 Jl.r.la by ArT.\)• 

Libel'aton w re reported in a coc:llllllique. 

s 
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W T&RII FR>NT 

2 February. Soviet .forces split tnc peninsula nortnweet of 

lr:CllfGsberg in another advance to the Baltic Sea, and at the south 

o! the Eaat Prussian poel<et Jroade rurther saina. In t he Berlin drive, 

they ndvanced northeast on their right !lank to within 22 milee of 

Stet tin . Northwest of Glosau they extendnd their line alons the 

east bank of the Oder . In Upper Sileeia, there were comparatively 

sl:lal.l gains southwest o! Oewiecim. 
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EUROPE AIID Tl£ LIEDil'EllRANEAH - STRATF..OIC Ant 

Jl January . RAP heavy bombers were grounded, but l) llosquitoee 

attacked benzol plants a t Dortnund and D.lisburg . 

1 Febnary. Although hampered by 'lll!athor, 701 escorted heavy 

boc&bere or the 8th Air Force attacked the Luchdgehaten, 1/.annhei.m and 

Kreteld rail yards and ~ed bridgee a t Wesel . One ba:lber and one 

tighter are min~ . 

Tho 15th Air Force diepatcbed 695 heavy bombors !rom Italy to 

atteck the Uoosbiorbaua oU refinery and lllaraht.l.l~ yards at Graz 

and J!lagonfurt . Uore than 6l.o tons were dropped, although most ot the 

force turned back bocause or weather . Five banbers are miosing . 
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ll.lr.l.n& tbe 24-bour period ending at 0600, tour rocOt.s and one 

tlJ'inl bomb !all in Ant,.,rp. Six rockets and b7 ny1ng bombs toll in 
scattered areas behind the front. 

1 Febhl4ry. In the 2h- hour period ending at 0600, five rockets 

tell in England; one r eached the Landon area . 

In the 2h-ha1r period endin& at noon, the Britieh Second ~ 
~:~&de liloited advances north and eaat or Fleinsberg . There were gaina 
ot JtOre U\an one adle along our b'<llt juet s<Utb of the llanaebau Forest, 

and, attar repulsing a tank- supported counterattack west of llanclltr!eld, 

our Firat ~ c<lltinued lta drive to the east, gainin& about one ..Ue 

along a five-aile b-ent . Attacke by our Third Arley southeast ot St . Vith 
penetrated lilOre than two adles into 0el'II&I1Y aga1nat lisbt resietance . 

'I'he French Firat J.rey, following up the 'ldthclrawiJl& ODe lilY along 

a b5....U.. front f'rcll Plobsheia to Colur, reported an average gain o! 

about e1x ..Uea againa t lisbt opposition. US uni to with the French 

First .t.nqr continued to encircle Colmar. 

GJ.ml 
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l l"'bni&J7. The Tactical Ail' J.l'orce 2'eporte n sorties on arced 

NJoonnaiasance ai""ions and against COOirlllllicatian !acUities in northern 

Italy. 

Activity on the tra.ns-ItaliM battlotront waa confined to aggressive 

patrol actions cblring tho 21.- hour period endl.na at 1.)00. 
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.30 January. The l!!aetern A.ir CoCIMtld .new 2, !)01 oort1eo or which 

68.) Wllre tactical . Bombers struck rail briclt!es eouthweet of Banclcok 

and near 'l'owlcoo, and ained the water approaches to Rancoon, TaVO)' and 

llergui. Sa:8 175 pl-s oupported ground forces north ot l:andalq, and 

others bombed troOp and ~n positions northeast or lqebon and near Singu . 

Target. along the Laahio-ll&lllhkam r oad wore aleo attacked. 

The .ur Transport C.....and li!ted W. ,oeo tons over • Tbe Bmp• 1n 

10, 808 tripe <bring J&nu&l'Y, eettina a new tOMal!e record. 

1 February . One B-29 was lost <bring the XX Bomber Ccomr.and attack 

on Sill£41POI'e. Wulc fighter apposition wu encountered, two (probably 

eight) Japanue planoe being destroyed • 

.31 January . The British advanced 1n the area wut ot J.!andalay; 

patrols 80Ved to within .U ailes of 5ai&ing1 llhilo !.hOM progreesing 

dom the eut benk of the Chindlri.n Rivu were 29 miles so.tth of lloJV"Ifa . 

F:lg hting oontinued at the bridgehead.! north or Si.ngu . Thera ...,ro i\lrther 

movements eouth by patrole along the front oxteocling northeaat to 
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22 th.!"O'I!tb ll J&raaa.rz. 01 428 ~t.1~ aorUe• a.uQ- h&lt ""' 

a.c.. o..r Luon. HM"Ii.ut. au..aoa, tn *ida 4,) .. a.,. pan..lo:lp~.\414, 

.. ,.. ~ t. C.rlte, t.bt Canacao '*'lr.ala, &tJd Cornrcldctr. Shlppq 

wu at.\4cked .1n u.nua fk.y, and clo11e a~pport. .... ai...n to around rcreee. 

Bo&bu• Hl t1.Joe \.o 1\itl cblpl en .... Md 0\.btr .tonu..t.iCQI .-pt. t.be 

nonn.n GueJJ. PWaiAIII.la, the Lf•Mr ~. and l'oR:CN. On U. 

lat.Wir l.Uf.ad, cur ~t.e.r~ de1t.J"o79d 16 •no-oo plan.• · 

)l .lm1J!l7. In U. upper A.po .,... co UltOft, our I CQrpl p!Aihed 

tou- .U.t u.st. or !'10'141 cd cyQlnd San fioolu ao6 SM Ql!ltt.J.za. 

1ft U. 10Qt.b1 the UV CGrpe er o .. ed t.he Pt.=lpanc!ll Jti._,. N~d \OOk calu.pit, . 

Patl'Ol.e ..,.,.. cP«Nttrc along t.b• Od~ lU.nr. T'hol 1\lp grOW\4 wut. or 

Ft:rt. St.o~ -. ~. and cw- troop• ocnt.lD..S to .:~p \liP U. 

cab!uU.. foct.hWe DOI"Ulw•t or \he hrt.. Ill ·~· w OCW,i.ed 

!&aultN &nd wa-., •~red an &irtidd ln t.Nt rlo.intv, and actranoed 

••,_ ..Ue1 u.t. ac.a.S.a..t •H&ht. oppoeJ.Uoc • 

.l t8 ,..,. .. laat.wl.ion • .-:2ppc!rud "' fb11.1wt. Seouta -' pan-W..., 

libe,...ted SU .blrlcAr~ priaonert~ b-e. t.be: ~w.an prlaon _.., bth.l.nd 

t.hl •n•'• l.ii:MI1. 

22 .IIIIU!Jl . ~ ~·· en tndlYicl.tN ,....,t.htr .Udon• boeltd 

Oo&Jca. 

s 
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EAST.&RN FRONT 

1 Febnuuy. '!be Soviets mainteined the pressure on the East 

l'nlaaian pocket, making small gains . Ton>.n !ell, and there was 

another .all advance north o! enci.rcled Schneide011ehl. Driving 

toward Berlin, the Soviets gained 10 .U.s on a ~. tront, and 

extended their lett !lank to the Oder River. To the southeast, they 

gained up to 18 1111les on a. broad front 'lfhich reached to within three 

miles o! Ologau on the Oder . 

~ 
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