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PEOLASSIFIED
dan Letter, B-3-T8

EUROFE AND THE MEDITERRANEAN - STRATEGIC AIR

27 February. Four hundred thirty RAF heavy bombers struck Mains
and 146 bombed a benzol plant at Gelsenkirchen. During the night, 91
Mosquitoes attacked Berlin. Two heavy bombers and one Mosquito are
missing.

Further reports of operations against Halle and the Leipzig area
reveal that 83 enemy planes were destroyed, 80 of them at enemy air-
fields which were strafed by escorting fighters, while a recount of our
losses shows only two bombers and three fighters dafinitely missing
and 10 bombers and two fighters ocutstanding but believed safe,

Seventy-nine heavy and medium bombers of the Strategic Air Force

in Italy attacked a railyard at Vercona.

28 February. Early reports indicate that more than 1,100 Bth Air
Force heavy bombers attacked raillway targets in the Ruhr distriet and
at Blelefeld, Kassel, and Siegen. Three bombers and three fightars are
missing.

Six mndred ninety-four escorted heavy bombers were dispatched
from Italy by the 15th Air Force, striking railyards and bridges along
the Brenner Route and in the Po Valley. Fighters of the mission strafed
rail lines in Austria and Yugoslavia. Eleven bombers and two fighters

are missing.
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EURCPEAN THEATER
27 .'-'ab.mag. The Tactical Air Forces flew 1,289 sorties. Medium
bembers dropped more than 300 tons on & rail bridge and five communication
centers in northwestern Cerman i others placed 2|, tons on defendad areas
at Dunkerque. Mosguitoes attascksd rail lines serving the Fuhr district,
and other planes struck at rocket s ites in Holland. Oround support and
reconnaissance missions along the battle front were limited by weather.

Two enemy planes were shot down; wa lost nine,

Doring the 2l-hour period ending at 0500, two rockets and three
flying bomba fall 4in Antwerp, and six rockets and 2% flying bombs struck
adjacent areas. Antiaircraft destroyed 33 other flying bozbs.

28 Fch:ﬁ_ﬁ-i._ During the 2l-hour pericd ending at 0600, seven rocketa
fell in England,

The Canadian Army captured Kalkar and advanced about a mile down the
west bank of the Fhine. South of Udam small gains ware made against
heavy resistance. Our Ninth and First Army offensives toward the Ruhr
continued to gain from one to five miles against resistance, which
although heavy at some points, was described as collapsing at others,

An entire Cerman Fisld Artillery Battalion was captured in one sector.
The northermn face of the Roer River bridgehead was extendsd five milaes.
and the southern one about a mile. Armored spearheads west of Cologne

have crossed the Erft River.

Between Schleiden and Pruem gains of from one to two miles were made
at several points, and south of the last-named town armored units expandad
their bridgehead across the Pruam Hver. HNorth of Trisr, our troops

Teached the Kyll River and alsc drove thres miles southward aleng the main
road to the city. To the south, an armored column was within five miles
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Q6D Letter, G-8-78

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

27 February. The Coastal and Balkan Air Forces, flying L7 and 87
gorties, respectively, attacked targets in northwestern Italy, enemy
garrisons and transportation in Yuposlavia, and coastal shipping in

the Adriatic and the Gulf of Genoa. Eight tactical aircraft were lost

during previously reported operations.

20 February. Tactical Air Forces reported 568 sorties. Medium
bombers dropped more than 380 tons, concentrating on bridges aleng the
Brenner Route and in the Po Valley. Fighters supported ground forces
and attacked enemy transportation, bridges and airdromes throughout

northern Italy. Five bridges were destroyed or seriocusly damaged.

Only artillery exchanges and normal patrolling were reported

along the battle front in northern Italy.
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VECLABSIFIED
08D Letter, b-8«78

ASIATIC THEATER

26 February. During 1,100 sorties, of which LOO were offensive,
Eastern Alr Command combat planes flew malnly in support of ground troops,
but bridges, supply dumps and transportation targets in central and
southern Burma were alsc attacked.

The 1Lth Air Force flew 112 offensive sorties, attacking transpor-
tation, bridges and troop concentrations in central and eastern China

and in French Indo-China. Spans of three bridges were destroyed.

25 February. Heavy bombers of the llith Air Force sank two Japanese

ships east of Tongking Gulf.

27 February. The Chinese advanced five miles farther south along
the Burma Road, reaching a point within 15 miles of Lashio.

British trocps east of Twinnge were within 11 miles of those moving
southwest from Myitson. From the Singu bridgehead, British units advanced
s8ix miles down the east bank of the Irrawaddy River.

West of Mandalay, Ngazun on the south side of the Irrawaddy was
captured against light opposition, but heavy resistance limited Allied
gains in the Myinmu bridgehead, five miles to the west. Armored columns
driving southeast from Mahlaing to Meiktila, gained 15 miles, capturing
a Japanese airfield. Patrols within five miles of Méiktila reported two
more airflelds serviceable. Other Pagan bridgehead troops patrolled

northeast nearly to Myingyan and south to Kyaukpadaung.
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UECLASSIFIED
050 Lotter, E=H«TR
SOUTHNEST PACIFIC AREA

26 February. More than 600 previcusly unreported sorties were flown.
One hundred seventy-three light bombers and fighters hit Puerto Princesa
on Palawan, in preparation for landings. Forty-three B-24's and 140
dive-bombers attacked Antipolo and Wawa, east and northeast of Manila,
Five squadrons of heavy bombers struck at Takao, and B-2l; patrols sank

a large tanker in the Gulf of Tongking.

27 February. Among 220 sortles, 117 light bombers and fighters
continued preparatory attacks at Puerto Princesa. Twenty-six B-2L's hit
Takao, and others attacked air installations on Bormec. A small enemy
freighter was sunk near Hongkong. MNumercus close-support missions, not
ineluded in the above total, were flown over Iuszon.

On Luzon, I Corps trocps seized lightly-held high ground northeast
and northwest of Rosario. In Manila, suleidal defense continued from
several buildings. East of the city we met determined opposition west
of Antipole. All organized resistance has ceased on Corregidor, but
cornered remnants still hold out on the eastern tip of the island.

We secured Verde Island and mopping up was in progress.

28 February. Following bombardment by our air and Naval units, a US
regimental combat team landed at Puertc Princesa on Palawan. Up to noon
no opposition had been reported.

In San Bernardino Straits, we secured Naranjo and Balicuatro Islands.
FACIFIC OCEAN AREA

27 February. Seventy-six fighters and torpedo bombers hit targets
in the Palaus and on Yap.
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*“ LA, f_.;-'l-T:l‘
EASTERN FRONT
28 February. In Pomerania the Red Army broadened the base of its

salient and captured the commnications center of Neustettin,
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JECLAEBIFIED
OBD Le tter, H-3-73

EUROFPE AND THE MEDITERFANEAN - STRATEGIC AIR

26 February. The RAF utiliged 148 heavy bombers to attack a
gynthetic oil plant at Dortmund. During the night, 71 Mosquitoes
raided Berlin and Nuernberg.

During the Bth Air Force attack against Berlin, this date, thirteen

bombers and three fighters were lost,

27 February. Over 1,100 &th Air Ferce heavy bombers attacked
railyards and industrial installations in the Leipzig area and a rail-
yard at Halle. The escorting fighters strafed ground targets. Fifty-
five enenmy aircraft were destroyed. Fourteen bombers and four fighters
are missing, but some of these are believed safe.

Taking off from Italy, 557 heavy bombers of the 15th Air Force
attacked railyards in Austria and southern Cermany. Fifteen bombers

and one fighter are missing.
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DECLASSIFIED
0BD Lotter, 6-3-T2

N

The Army Air Forces report the following list of cities most

heavily bombed during 19443

Tons of Bombs Dropped

City AF RAF TOTAL TARG

Berlin 12,8292 20,449 33,341 Industry, aireraft,
communications

Cologne 11,466 18,687 30,153 Commmications

Stuttgart 2,806 16,705 19,511 Industry

Duisburg - 19,123 19,123 Industry, communications

Frankfurt 9,313 9,345 18,658 Industry, communications

Essen — 18,657 18,657 Industry, communications

Brunswick 9,431 6,700 16,131 Industry, aircraft

Munich 12,672 2,775 15,447 Mreraft, comunications

Gelsenkirchen 2,443 12,195 14,638 04l

Merseberg 10,528 2,211 12,739 0il, industry

Fiel 4,596 7,392 12,588 Industry

Ludwigshafen 9,412 2,788 12,200 0il, industry

Vienna 12,310 — 12,310 0il, aireraft,
communications

Hamburg 8,387 2,108 10,495 Industry

lunster 6,343 3,375 9,718 Communications

Koblenz B,763 2,902 9,665 Communications

Kassel 9,102 164 9,266 Communications, aircraft

Hamm 8,624 517 9,141 Communications

Karlsruhe 2,663 6,397 9,060 Communications

Dortmund 42 8,948 B,990 Communications

Saarbriicken 6,378 2,430 8,808 Communications, industry

Dusseldorf 742 7,827 8,569 Communications, industry

Budapest 7,007 -— 7,007 Mreraft, communications
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26 February. The Tactical Alr Forces {lew 1,201 sorties, con-

EUROFEAN THEATER

centrating on the bombardment of communication targets ahead of the
Ninth Army offensive, and attacking rocket-launching sites in Holland.
Fighters operated on a limited scale because of the weather. Four
planes were lost.

During the 2l-hour perlod ending at 0600, four rockets and three
flying bombs fell in Antwerp. Eight rockets and 33 flying bombs fell
in areas adjacent to Antwerp. Antiaircraft fire destroyed g0 flying bomba.

27 February, During the 2L-hour pericd ending at 0600, 13 rockets
fell in the Kent, Essex and London areas.

To noon, the Canadian Army's advance to the southeast between the
Meuse and the Fhine Rivers continued against relatively light opposition.
Along the Bhine a gain of five miles was made; in the center Udem was
captured and British armor reached a point three miles southeast of the
town; east of Goch advances of three miles were registered.

Our Ninth Army pushed forward an average of five miles on a 17-mile
front against moderate to light opposition. The XIII Corps drove nine
miles north from Erkelenz threatening the whole Jerman position east
of the Meuse between Venlo and Hoermond. A commnique dated 28 February
indicates that the First Army has made a three-mile gain east of Dueren,
carrying our lines to within ten miles of Cologne.

In the sector north of Echternach, according to the same communique,
our Third Army advanced three miles on a 12-mile front and entered Bitburg.
South of Trier forces from our Saar River bridgehead drove three
miles to the sast. The main north-south road through Trier has been cut

cn both sides of the city.

26 February. Over 8,000 prisoners were taken today on the Western Front.
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DECLABEITIED
JJIII Lottar, n-3-T8

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

26 February. The Balkan Air Force, flying 125 sorties, bombed
gun positicns on Rab Island, in the northern Adriatic and communications
in Yugoslavia. The Coastal Air Force flew 71 sorties, striking at
targets in northwest Italy and Yugoslavlia. Previously unreported sorties

flown by the Tactical Air Force totalled 181,

27 February. The Tactical Air Force reported &30 sorties, during
which they contimied to concentrate on Po Valley communication facilitles
and enemy positiona.

In the area north of Cotignola, the Eighth Army repulsed cne attack.
4 subsequent renewal of this attack was being counterattacked at the
close of the period. A minor effort by Fifth Army troops, south of

Bologna failed to gain ground.
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HErLASSIPIED
OBD Leiter, B-8«7

ASIATIC THEATER

25 February. The Eastern Air Command reported 2,917 sorties, of
which 796 were offensive. Forty-eight B-2L's attacked a Japanese
headquarters and supply dumps at Taunggyl and nine destroyed part of a
bridge on the rail line north of Bangkok. Lighter aircraft attacked
lines of commnication and supply areas in central Burma and gave

support to ground troops.

27 February. Twelve B-29's of the XX Bomber Command were alrborne

to mine Johore Strait, near Singapors.

26 February. The Chinese gained three miles along the Burma Road
toward Lashic. To the west, an advance of six miles was made south of
Namtu, and nine counterattacks were repulsed in that area. South of
Myitson British troops expanded their bridsehead across the Shweli River
to a depth of two miles,

The rapid advance of the British down the Myingyan-lleiktila road
reached the outskirts of Mahlaing; this gain, amounting to 11 miles,
placed British troops 20 miles from Melktila., There were two-mile gains
arcund the British beachhead at Fu-ywa.

The Chungking press reported the recapture of the Allied airbase

at Suichwan, China.
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DROLASSIFIED
pen * a-72

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA

2ly and 25 February. During more than 270 previously unreported

sorties, our planes raided mumerous targets on Lugon and gave support
to ground forces, while 2, heavy bombers raided an airdrome on

Zamboanga and bomber patrols sank two vessels in Cam Hanh Bay and off

the Ryulgus.

26 February. Thirty-four 5-2li's bombed airfields on Borneo, 12
others hit Rabaul; 18 mediums raided targets in the Sulu Archipelago.

On Luzon, I Corps troops, moving northeast along the Rosario—Baguio
road, captured Dongon and advanced two miles beyond, while troops to
the southeast secured Carranglan. XIV Corps forces captured the high
ground four miles east of San Mateo, but west of Antipolo were encounter-
ing intense small arms and artillery fire. On Correglidor, further
progress was made against enemy units holding out on the eastern tip
of the island. Our troops moving north along the Luzon coast were in

contact with enemy positions in the Zambales Mountains east of Botolan.

PACIFIC OCEAN AREA

25 and 26 February. One hundred twenty fighters and torpedc bombers

atruck the Palaus; ten others attacked Yap.
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DECLABSIFIED
98D Letter, 06-8-73

EASTERN FRONT

27 February. In Pomerania, the Soviet Army drove a wedge 35
miles through the German lines northeast of Neustettin, capturing
the road junction at Bublitz, and severing all main roads below
Koeslin, a junction town on the last escape route from the Danzig

area.
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DEOLASEIPIED
{50 Letter, 6-5-73

GENERAL

In ardar to utilize most affectively the axparisnse of men retum-
ing from the theaters whose numbars are now reaching significant totals,
as woll as to send to the theaters men suitable for overseas duty, the
Wor Department is establishing the following policles:

8. A11 operating jobs in the Zone of Interior will be filled by
returneas; civilians, pearsons physically disqualifisd for overseas
sarvice and female parsonnel as rapidly as poasibles. A1l other gualified
personnel will be given an opportunity to sarve overseas In so far as
practicabls.

b. [dscharges will be offered to wounded retumess who are not up
to general-assipnnent plgraical standards, and for whom no appropriate
agalgnmant ia avallable or can be mada avallable eithar by displacing
& man qualifisd for overseas duty or by retraining of the returnee.

g, Major commands will be permitted to assign returmnses to positions
calling for lower grades than those hald by the individual concerned, with
the requirementsthat this procedure will not be used to pormit promotions,

and exoeases will be absorbed as rapldly aa possible.
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EUROPE AND THE MEDITERRANEAN - STRATEGIC AIR

25 February. One hundred forty-eight RAF heavy bombers attacked
an oil plant at Kamen. That night, 82 Mosquitoes hit Erfurt and
other targets. Heavy bombers mined the Skagerrak. From all these
gperations, two heavy bombers are missing.

During 8th Air Force operations, previously reported, 3l; enemy

aircraft were destroyed; our losses were nine bombers and 1l fighters.

26 February. Dispatching over 1,200 heavy bombers the 8th Air
Force attacked rail facilities at Berlin. This is the largest force
of US heavy bombers to attack the Reich eapital to date. Twenty-six
bombers and two fighters were mlssing, but some were believed to be
safe.

15th Air Force heavy bombers in Italy were forced back to their
bases by bad weather. However, the fighter escort bombed and strafed

rail targets between Graz and Wiener Neustadt destroying two bridges.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

» J5 s Date_flis ) 3

25 February. During the 2L-hour period ending at sunset, the
Tactical Air Forces flew L,371 sorties. DPombers attacked communication
centers, defended villages, bridges, and supply areas all along the
front from Alsace to Helland, dropping nearly 1,900 tons of bomba.
Fighters attacked transportation targets, gun positions, and enemy
concentrations., Marked success was achleved against transport and
armored vehicles. Twenty-five enemy aircraft were destroyed; we lost 38,

During the 2L-hour period ending at 0600, cne rocket and cne flying
bu‘m'l:u fell in Antwerp., Twelve rockets and 25 flying bombs fell in a.raa-a
outside the city. Twenty-two flylng bombs were shot down by antiair-
craft fire.

26 February. During the 2h-hour period ending at 0600, no rockets
fell in England. A total of 815 rockets have fallen in England to date,
of which 392 landed in the Lendon area.

During the 2Li-hour peried ending at noon, the Second Canadian Army
attacked southeast between Kalkar and Udem. Despite heavy resistance, an
advance of two miles was made. Small gains were also registered in the
area southwest of Goch.

The advance of our Ninth and First Armies toward the Ruhr continued
with an average gain of two miles over a 30-mile front. Additional
crossings of the Roer were made on the north and south flanks., An armored
drive along the Dueren-Cologne highway gained five miles and reached to

within 12 miles of the latter city.
North of Echtermach our XII Corps pushed five miles eastward and

crossed the Nims River in three places. South of Trier the XX Corps
Joined and consclidated its two bridgeheads east of the Saar River.
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MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

25 February. During the 2l=hour pericd ending at 1800, the
Coastal Air Force flew 8l sorties. Fighter planes bombed the rail
station at Brod and attacked harbor installations and barracks in
northwest Italy, The Balkan Air Force flew 98 sorties during which
harbor installations on the Istrian Peninsula were attacked by L5
medium and light bombers; other planes gave support to partisan

troops and attacked rail targets in Yugoslavia.

26 February. The Tactlecal Air Force reported 826 offensive
sorties. Nearly 550 tons of bombs were dropped, principally on rail
bridges on the Erenner Route and in the Po Valley. Fighters, in
addition to supporting ground troops, attacked widespread transportation
targets. We lost six planes.

During the 2h-hour periecd ending at 1500, there were no gignificant
changes along the battle line in northern Italy. An attack of estimated
battalion strength was repulsed by US mountain troops in the sector

west of the Reno River.
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ASTATIC THEATER

2l February. The Eastern Air Command flew 2,727 sorties of
which 692 were tactical. Supply dumps at Myingyan were bombed by
50 heavy bombers, and 12 others attacked the dock area at Margui.
Thirty-six B-25's struck supply areas near Sagaing. Other planes
supported Allied troops all along the front and bombed enemy trans-

portation and supply points,

25 February. The llith Air Force flew Ol offensive sorties.
Rail bridges, towns and road transportation were bombed or strafed
in western and central China,

In northeastern Burma the Chinese made a small gain southwest
of Hsenwi and advanced to a point eight miles southeast of Namtu.

AMlong the Irrawaddy north of Mandalay contact was established
between troops of the Thabelkkyin and Singu bridgeheads. Twenty-{ive
miles west of Mandalay another crossing of the Irrawaddy was effected.
British troops, pushing east from the Pagan area advanced nine miles
to the town of Taungtha where heavy resistance was offered by a Japanese
transport unit. After capturing Taungtha, the British advanced five
miles unopposed along the road and rail line toward Meiktila., 4 Japanase
attack against the southern shoulder of the Pagan bridgehead was

repulsed.
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DECLASEIFIED
0BD Letter, 65-3-73

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA

23 and 2 February. During 290 added sorties, 83 light bombers
struck pesitions between Bauang and Baguio and in Balete Pass; 26 heavy
bombers struck an airdrome at Zamboanga, and 28 bombed bivouacs near Davao,

25 Fam. Over 120 sorties were reported. The efforts of 83
heavy bombers were distributed among targets at Takao, troop concentrations
northeast of Manila, and airdromes on Bormeo; 11 others hit targets near
Wewak. Patrol bombers sank two coastal vessels off the Pescadores, and,
in sweeps over Cam Ranh Bay, shot down six enemy planes. We lost two planes,

On Luzen, I Corps troops reached seven miles northwest of Pantabangan.
The XIV Corps contimed to mop up the few remaining enemy pockets in Manila,
East of Taytay and northeast of Montalban we were encountering strong
resistance. West of Fort Stotsenburg, the XI Corps secured saveral terrain
features in t.h? Zambales Mountains. Stubborn resistance continued on
Corregidor.

Elements of the Eighth Army made an unopposed landing on Verde Island,

General MacArthur has been authorized to award the Asiatic-Facific
Theater ribbon to those US civilians who have been recently liberated in
the Philippines. In requesting this authority he pointed out their
material contributien, psychologically, to the success of the Philippine
Campaign. '
PACIFIC OCEAN AREA o

23 and 2| February. Six B-2l's struck airfields on Chichi Jima, one
hit Haha Jima, and three others bombed Marcus. Fifty-two fighter bombers
struck Babelthuap. DECLASSIFIED

E.O. 11662 8cc. HE) and KD) or (B)
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Q8D Letter, 6-3=T2

EASTERN FRONT

26 February. In East Prussia, the Red Army made limited
gains against the German pocket. In Slovakia, Rumanian and

Soviet troops drove to within five miles of Zvolen.
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WESTERN HEMTSPHERE

Fab Four medium bombers attacked installations on

Paramushire, in the Kuriles,

EUROPE AND THE MEDTTERRANEAN - STRATEGIC ATR

24 February, An oil plant near Dortmund was the target for 307
heavy bombers of the RAF. Another mission was forced back by the
weather, Most of 70 Mosquito sorties were on Berlin. Thirty-two heavy

bombers laid mines in waters off Denmark,

25 February, Of 1,196 Bth Air Force heavy bombers airborne, about
half attacked railyards at Munich and the remainder bombed two airdromes
west of Nuernberg, railyards at Ulm and heetaffenburg, an underground
oll storage area at Neuburg, and an engine plant at Friedrichshafen,
Nearly 200 fighters conducted sweeps in the Magdeburg area. Forty-one
bombers and four fighters did not return, but the majority are believed
safe on the Continent,

From Italy, 546 15th Air Force heavy bombers struck railyards, an
ordnance depot and & benszol plant at Linz and railyards at Salsburg,
After their escort mission was completed, fighters strafed rail lines
and facilities, Nine bombers and three fighters are missing,
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24 February, Flying 4,198 sorties the Tactical Air Forces dropped
over 1,150 tans of bombs, most of the tonnage falling on commmnication
centers in the zone of the Ninth Army of fensive. During armed recon-
naissance and rail interdiction missions, all along the front from
Alsace to Holland, it was claimed that 89 locomotives and 414 railrcad
cars were destroyed and rail lines cut in 228 places. Six enemy alr-
craft were shot down and two destroyed on the ground; we lost 24,

During the 24-hour period ending at 0600, nine flying bombs fell in
Antwerp. Thirty flying bombs fell in adjacent areas, and 41 others were
destroyed by antiaircraft fire,

25 February, During the 24-hour period ending at 0600, one rocket

fell in the London area,
To noon, the First Canadian Army's attack south of Goch continued

against heavy opposition. An advance of about a mile was made along the
road toward Weege,

The offensive of our Ninth and First Armies east of the Roer River
contimied to make good progress s Bhowing an average gain of two milas
over & 25-mile front in the Linnich-Juelich-Dueren sector. The capture
of Dueren was completed.

Nerth of Echternach, the XIT Corps gained up to five miles against
light resistance; the Pruem River bridgehead was consolidated al-mg a four-
mile front and expanded to an average depth of two miles. The salient
formerly existing between Pruem and Echternach has now been reduced.

South of Trier, our XX Corps expanded further its bridgehead across
the Saar River, The XV Corps made limited gains southeast of Saarbruecken

and repulsed a counterattack,

——




MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

24 February, During 120 Balkan Air Force sorties, direct hits
were scored on a large minelayer in a shipyard at Fiume, and large
fires and explosions were started in Bihac, Yugoslavia, by medium
and light bombers. Other planes carried out sweeps over rails in
Yugoslavia, The Tactical Alr Force flew 76 and the Coastal Air Force

62, previously unreported sorties.

25 February, The Tactical Air Force reported BY7 sorties, Medium
bembers concentrated on bridges along the Brenner Route and lighter
aircraft attacked motor and rail transport, bridges, and enemy positions

throughout the Po Valley. We lost eight aireraft,

There were no significant changes on the battlefront in Italy.

DECLASSIFIED
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23 February, The Eastern Air Command flew 3,042 sorties of which
558 were offensive. Heavy bombers struck supply dumps and positions
northwest of Thazi with 240 tons and hit an airfield near Bassein with
40 tons, Lighter planes made widespread sweeps over airfields, rail
bridges, and supply dumps in central Burma and gave support to ground

forces,

23 and 24 February, During eight previcusly unreported sorties,

B-24'c of the l4th Alr Force sank five ships in Tongking Gulf and off

the south China coast,

24 February., Chinese troops cleared all enemy resistance in Namtu
and were advancing south. On the Irrawaddy north of Mandalay the British
expanded their bridgeheads at Singu and Thabeikkyin. Advance elements
east of Pagan cut the Yenangyaung-Myingyan road 20 miles south of Myingyan
and at a second point ten miles farther southwest. A Japanese attack on
the west bank of the Irrawaddy north of Selkpyu was repulsed,
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SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA

23 February. Over 250 previously unreported sorties were flown,
ineluding 141 by Solomons-based aircraft. Heavy bombers continued to
attack airdromes in Borneo. In Fhilippine waters, our aircraft sank a

Japanese submarine,.

24 February. During 168 sortles, 71 heavy bombers attacked Takao,
Formosa, and 32 others bombed airdromes near Balikpapan in Bomeo.
Weather hampered anti-shipping missions,

2] February, On Luzon, our I Corps reached positions a mile socuth-
west of Puncan near the Cagayan Valley road against intense fire from
infantry weapons. To the east our troops advanced two miles north of
Pantabangan. The XIV Corps continued to mop up enemy pockets of resistance
remaining in Manila, MNortheast of the city we captured Montalban and
advanced two miles east. XTI Corps troops on Corregidor made gains against
determined resistance; to date on Corregidor 3,170 enemy have been killed
and six captured,

For the Luzon operstion as a whole, our casualties now total 14,778,
of which 3,158 have been killed; known enemy casualties are 51,236 killed

and 454 captured,

PACIFIC CCEAN AFEA

2l and 22 February, Single B-29's struck Nagoya and Kobe, Small
missions of bombers hit the Palaus, Marcus, Truk and Chichi Jima,

Fighters flew sweeps over Yap and Sensorol. o - i
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General Richardson reports that in the week ending 17 February,
94 enemy were killed and 15 captured in cleaning up Guan, Saipan and
Tinian. In addition 131 Japanese out of a concentration of 350 in the
moun tainous section of Saipan were killed or captured. Qur casualties

wera seven killed and three wounded,
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DECLABSIFIED
08D Lettar, 5-3-78

EASTERN FRONT
25 February, According to a German report, Priekule in latvia

has fallen to the Red Army. In East Frussia, the Soviets registered
limited gains over a 30-mile front. Strong Soviet pressure south of

Danzig and southwest of Chojnice caused further German withdrawals.
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V8D Lettar

GENERAL

The War Department notified theater commanders concerned of the
establishment of new boundaries in the Mediterranean and Eurcpean
Theaters and the redesignation of the Middle East Theater to be the
African-Middle East Theater, all effective 1 March 1945. US Army
forces in the Azores will be under the tactical control of the Suprems
Commander of the Allied Expeditionary Forces but will be under the
administration of the Commanding General, North Atlantic Division Air

Transport Command,
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EUROPE AND THE MEDITERRANEAN - STRATEGIC AIR

23 February, RAF heavy bombers attacked the city of Essen with
1,171 tons of bombs and struck the Gelsenkirchen benzol plant with
623 tons. That night 362 heavies dropped 1,547 tons on Pforgheim.
In Norway, 73 heavy bombers attacked shipping at Horten and 20 mined
the harbors at Oslo and Frederikstad. Thirty-seven Mosquitces assisted
in these operations, and 68 others bombed Berlin, Fourteen heavy bombers

and one Mosquito are missing,

During the night, 59 RAF strategic bombers, from Italy, attacked

a railyard at Verona,

24 Febrvary, The Bth Air Force dispatched over 1,100 heavy bombers,
0il refineries at Hamburg and Misburg, a railyard at Lehrte, submarine

and rail facilities at Bremen and a rail bridge at Wesel were attacked,

Two bombers and seven fighters were lost.

From Ttaly, 584 15th Air Force heavy bombers took off to attack
railyards at Graz, Klagenfurt and in northern Italy. Despite bad weather
over targets, 293 planes dropped 630 tons. One bomber and one fighter
are missing. That night, 74 RAF strategic bombers hit the railyards at

Brescia,

> RO, 11858 Beq, 3(E) and D) o (m)
~ 08D letter, May 3, 1572
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ttar, 6-8-TR
EUROPEAN THEATER
23 February, The Tactical Air Forces flew 3,787 sorties, continuing

the attack on communications and supply points. Nearly 2,000 fighter
sorties were flown in support of the Ninth Army offensive; over 1,500
rail cars, 150 armored vehicles, and 900 other transport units were
claimed destroyed., Sixteen enemy aircraft were shot down; we lost 23,

During the 24-hour [ riod ending at 0600, one rocket and four flying
bombs fell in Antwerp. Five rockets and 48 flying bombs fell in nearby
areas., Antiaircraft fire destroyed 68 additional flying bombs,

24 February, During the 24-hour peried ending at 0600, eight rockets
fell in the Hertfordshire, Essex, Kent and London areas.

To noon, the British Second Army gained about half a mile south of
Goch against stiff opposition. Our offensive across the Roer River gained
4n average of a mile on a 25-mile front. All our bridgeheads were en-
larged, and good progress was made in the construction of bridges. Juelich
was completely cleared. We gained control of half of Dueren,

In the salient southwest of Pruem, our VIII Corps advanced five miles
against light resistance. A bridgehead was established across the Pruem
River,

South of Trier, XX Corps units expanded their Saar River bridgeheads,
South of Saarbruecken, our XV Corps contimmed to clear Forbach, To the
east of this town we gained about a mile, Several German raids along
the Rhine south of Strasbourg were repulsed,
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DECLASSIFIER
08D Letter, 5-3-78

MEDTTERRANEAN THEATER

23 February, The Tactical Air Force flew 1,169 sorties. One
hundred ten medium bombers attacked targets on the Brenner Route and
in northeastern Italy, while 867 fighters struck enemy lines of
communication in northern Italy, Yugoslavia, and Austria, The Coastal
and Balkan Air Forces flew 127 sorties, attacking harbors in north-
western Italy and a Cerman headquarters and other targets in Yugoslavia,

Three enemy aireraft were destroyed; we lost six,

24 February, The Tactical Air Force reported 1,026 sorties.
Medium and light bombers dropped over 300 tons of bembs, principally on
rail lines and bridges in northern Italy. Five bridges were destroyed,
Other planes attacked lines of communication and motor and rail trans—

port throughout the Po Valley. We lost elght planes,

The British Eighth Army made a successful limited-objective attack
along the right bank of the Senio River south of Cotignola and held off
German counterattacks. Brasilian and mountain troops of the US Fifth
Army gained about a mile on a two-mile front through the mountains north
of Pistola., Three enemy counterattacks in this area were alsc repulsed,
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DECLASSTPIRD
08D Lat ter, 5-3.78

ASIATIC THEATER

22 February, The Eastern Air Command reported 2,687 sorties,
of which 683 were offensive, Fifty heavy bombers struck supply dumps
northwest of Sagaing; medium and fighter bombers hit enamy positions
and supply dumps in central Burma, Support was given to ground troops

all along the front.

23 February. Sixteen offensive sorties were flown by the 14th
Air Force. Twenty-nine escorted heavy bombers were airborme to attack
railyards but were forced back to their base by bad weather; two of

the escorting fighters were lost.

The Chinese captured Namtu and gained five miles in the area south-
west of the tomn. Expanding their bridgehead across the Irrawaddy,
British troops reached a point 25 miles east of Fagan; patrols were ten
miles northeast and 20 miles southwest of the advance point without
encountering the enemy. Forty miles west of Pagan, an advance of three
miles to the south was reported without opposition.

On the Arakan front, troops advancing south toward the Ru-ywa beach-
head gained five miles,

DECLASSD
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UED Latter 5-3-79

SOUTHMWEST PACIFIC THEATER
22 February, Of 219 previously unreported sorties, half were

flown by Solomons-based aircraft, Thirty-six light bombers attacked

troop concentrations southwest of Baguilo.,

23 February. Only 36 sorties were specifically reported, but
numerous others were flown over Luzon, including a 51-ten attack by
an unstated number of bombers near Fort Stotsenburg., Patrol planes
sank two troop-laden landing eraft in the Ryukyus. Medium bombers hit
two tankers, a destroyer, two destroyer escorts, and another vessel off
Cam Ranh Bay., Nineteen B-24's struck an airfield en Borneo,

I Corps troops on Luzon, advancing from Rizal against minor opposi-
tion, reached Pantabangan about ten miles to the north. Following a
one-hour artillery preparation, XIV Corps troops launched a eocordinated
attack on Intramurcs and secured approximately three—quarters of the
welled eity against disorganized resistance., Los Banos was captured
and the enemy garriscn which had held the 2,146 liberated internees was
amnihilated. We made two-mile advances in the hills northeast of lulmiln.

Cur troops were mopping up the west end of Corregidor.,

PACIFIC QCEAN AREA

24 February, Preliminary reports state more than 200 B=29's of the
XXI Bomber Command were dispatched to participate in the combined air

attack on Tokyo.
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i r, 6-3-T78

24 February, The Soviets made further small gaing in «East
Prussia, South of Danzig several counterattacks were repulsed, and
the line was advanced slightly. Fighting continued heavy aleong the

Silesian fronts.
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ROLAGSIFIED
Lotter, 6-3-T8

EUROFE AND THE MEDITERRANEAN - STRATEGIC AIR

22 February. Summaries of the combined air effort against communi-
cations in northern Italy and throughout Germany indicate that 3,266
bombers and 1,673 fighters participated for a total of 7,939 effective
sorties., Three hundred fifteen locomotives, 1,038 rail cars, and 196
motor vehicles were reported destroyed and tracks were cut in more than

500 places.

The RAF sent 155 heavy bombers to attack benzol plants at Gelsenkirchen
and Osterfeld; 3L bombed rail viaducts at Bielefeld and Altenbecken,

Seventy-two Mcsquitoes dropped bombs on Berlin.

Sixty-five RAF medium and heavy bombers from Italy struck a rail-

yard at Padua.

23 February. Contimuing to attack railyards, 1, 283 escorted 8th
Air Force heavy bombers bombed wideapread targets in central Cermany.
Fifteen parked enemy aircraft were destroyed; 51 bombers and L7 fighters

are missing but most of these are believed safe on the Continent.

Flying from Italy, 482 escorted 15th Air Force heavy bombers
attacked railyards in southern Cermany, Austria and northernm Italy.
A total of 1,163 tons was dropped. Three bombers are missing.

o .

DECLASSIFED _
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PORLSIAED
EQC. 11654, Boc. ME) and B{D) or (E)
EUROPEAN THEATER 08D lotien, Mow Q1881 4 1973
» J5, L
22 February. Participating in the effort against commmnications

(reported under Strategic Air), the Tactical Air Force flew L, 786 sorties,
and dropped 1,726 tons of bombs. Rocket-launching sites in Holland also
were attacked. Thirty-six (probably L2) enemy aircraft were destroyed;
we lost 63 planes,

During the 2i-hour periocd ending at 0600, one flying bomb fell in
Antwerp and 13 fell in neighboring areas. Antisircraft fire shot down
11 cthers.

23 February. During the 2li-hour period ending at 0600, ten rockets
fell in Essex, Kent and the London areas,

Resistance stiffened considerably in the First Canadian Army sector.
East of Ooch their troops advanced a mile and a half toward Weeze on the
main communication line to the Ruhr.

At 0330, after a lS-minute artillery preparation, all three Corps
of our Ninth Army and the VII Corps of the First Army launched a co-
ordinated attack across the Roer River and made satisfactory progress
against initially light resistance, At least 10 bridgeheads were estab-
lished and consoclidated by gains averaging over two miles along the line
from Heinsberg to three miles southwest of Dueren. The level of the
Roer is seven feet above normal and the swift current hampered assault
boat crossings. No bridges have nﬁ yet been reported.

Attacking the north face of the enemy's Pruem-Echternach salient,
elements of the VIII Corps advanced southeast some three miles over a
12-mile front, but strong enemy pressure on the scuthern face forced
us to a half-mile withdrawal.

The Seventh Army cleared two-thirds of Forbach against stiff
2




DECLASSITIED
08D Lu.iar, 5-3-78

resistance and advanced to within a half mile of Saarbruecken degpite
strong counterattacks. South of Strasbourg the Germans maintained

active patrols all along the front.
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LECLASSIPIED
UBD Letter. 65-3-72

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

22 February. The Balkan Air Force in 82 sorties struck targets
aleong the northeast Adriatic and flew armed reconnaissance over the

Sarajevo area.
In all tactical operations during the period we lost ten planes.

23 Fnbmg_\-_'. The Tactical Air Forece continued to concentrate
its effort on communications, flying 1,160 sorties and claiming
extensive damage. Three enemy aircraft were destroyed; eight of ocurs

were lost.

US mountain troops north of Pistoia made a half-mile gain against
stiff resistance. The Eighth Army repulsed a small raid near the

Bologna-Forli highway.

BEcLsIng
EO. 11682, 8oc. 3E) wnd 51) or (i
OSD letter, May 3, 1972
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550 Letter, 5-8-TB

ASIATIC THEATER

2] February. The Eastern Air Command flew 2,688 sorties of which
697 were tactical. Fifty-nine Liberators attacked rails at Mckpalin
and Myitthaon the Mandalay-Rangoon railrcad. Other principal efforts
were against targets near Lashio and Hsipaw, positions and dumps in the
Singu-Pakokku-Ru—ywa area, and supply installations and airfields along

the Mandalay-Hangoon route.

2l and 22 February. The llth Air Force flew 180 sorties, attacking

bridges, transportation, shipping, defense installations, supplies and

troops in widespread areas of China., Six planes were lost.

2, February. One hundred six B-29's of the XX Bomber Command struck
dock areas in Singapore, and four bombed other targets. The preliminary

report did not include losses.

22 February. Chinese along the Burma Road met the enemy five miles
south of Hsemwi. To the west, Chinese forces entered Namtu and captured
the railrcad station. British troops made slight gains at Myinmu bridge-
head despite counterattacks. The island in the Irrawaddy south of
Pakolkdou was cleared of the enemy. Northwest of Dalet on the Arakan

mainland several Japanese attacks were repulsed.

pEARD

BE. 11662, Dec. S(E) and KD o= (E)
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‘CLASSIFIED
450 Letter, 5-3-T82

SOUTHAEST PACIFIC AREA

21 February. Two hundred fifty-six previously unreported sorties
were flown, including 86 by Solomons-based aircraft over New Ireland
and Bougainville, Sixty-eight fighters and dive bombers supported our
ground forces in Manila and on Corregidoer. An alrdrome near Davao was

attacked by 28 of our heavy bombers. One enemy plane was destroyed.

22 February. During over 360 sorties, targets near Fort Stotsen-
burg were attacked by 100 heavy bombers, and 36 bombed airdromes on
Bormeo. Our medium bombers struck a convoy off southeast China, sinking
one destroyer and probably sinking a large freighter. Heavy bomber
patrols sank and damaged small shipping near Hongkeng, in the Formosa-

Ryukyus area and around Negros Island.

On Lugen, our I Corps captured high ground twe miles east o.f‘i
Cauringan and also occupied the remaining five hills dominating ‘c.ldm
area north of San Nicolas. In Manila heavy fighting continued around
the Intramros; all buildings on its eastern approaches have bamtasl?en.
Northeast of Manila our troops crossed the Marikina River and mt;;lm:é
Mateo. Southeast of Manila they occupled Taytay uncpposed; our éitz:els

ware one mile from Antipolo.

The commmnigue reports the rescue by our paratroopers of 2,146

civilian internees, mostly Americans, at Los Banos on Laguna de Bay.

DECLASSIED
EO. 1165%, Bec. H(E) and 5D) or (E)

05D lottar, May 2, :I.EITB
5' By J8, HARS Mﬁ'f{ 1‘1 19?3
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FILABRITTED
PO H-8-TB

PACIFIC OCEAN AREA

19 February. During the XXI Bomber Command raid over Japan,
previcusly reported, 119 B-29's dropped 352 tons of bombs on Tokyo
dock and industrial areas and 12 others dropped 33 tons on additional
targets. Twenty-nine enemy aircraft were shot down; we lost four

B-29's to enemy action.

20 February. During the night, a single B-29 bombed Osaka, and

the next morning another hit the Tokyo dock area.

DECLASSIRED
EO, 116562, Bec. {E) and 5{D) or (E)
03D letter, May 3, 1972
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IFOLABEITIRD
¢sD Letter, B-8-78

EASTERN FRONT

23 February. Soviet armies made further advances against the
German pocket in East Prussia, They also successfully concluded the
sieges of Posen and Arnswalde, In Tugoslavia, Partisan advances

southwest of Sarajevo reached within two miles of the city.

EO. 11662, Bee. ME) and 5D or (E)

OSD letter, May aMI:ITz
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EURCFE AND THE MEDITERRANEAN - STRATEGIC AIR

21 February. During the night, 30 heavy bombers of the 8th Air
Force attacked a railyard at Neustadt.

The RAF sent 362 heavy bombers to attack Dulsburg and 324 to Worms.
A canal near Gravenhorst was the target for 1566 others. Fifty Mosquitoes
assisted in these attacks, and 77 struck Berlin. Ome enemy aircraft

was shot down; L0 bombers were lost.

22 February, Preliminary reports of concentrated air efforts
against the Oerman communications system characterized results as most
encouraging. A commnique gave the day's effort (including tactical)
as 8,000 gorties,

The Bth Air Force report shows that commnication centers near
Hamburg, Leipzig, Hannover and Goettingen were attacked by a total of
1,423 escorted heavy bombers. Eighteen (probably 35) enemy planes were
destroyed; 1l bombers and 1l fighters are missing, some of which are
believed safe on the Continent.

Flying from Italy, 77k escorted 15th Air Force heavy bombers struck
at 19 railyards in southeastern Germany and the Casarsa rail bridge in
northern Italy. Escorting fighters destroyed 50 locomotives and L0 tank

cars. Three bombers and ten fighters are missing.

BEAND

BO. 11662 Sec. ME) asd KD) or (E)
i‘ OSD lotter, May 3, 1972
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DECLAEBEIFIED
08D Lettsr, B-3-73

EUROPEAN THEATER

21 February. The Tactical Air Force flew L,236 sorties. Medium
bombers struck commnications in the Fuhr and Alsace, dropping 827 tons
of bombs. Fighter aircraft flew rail interdiction missions in the
Cologne-Ruhr-fhine and Saarbruecken-Karlsruhe-Worms areas. HRocket-
launching sites in Holland were also attacked. Seven enemy aircraft
ware destroyed; we lost 35 planes.

During the 2l-hour period ending at 0600, six flying bombs fell
in Antwerp. Four rockets and L2 flying bombs fell in adjacent areas.

Antiaireraft fire destroyed 42 other bombs,

22 February. During the 2li-hour period ending at 0600, five rockets
fell in the Essex, Kent and London areas.

Goch was cleared by troops of the First Canadian Army, but further
progress has been slow against strong opposition. On the left, there
was a small gain toward Ealkar.

The Pruem-Echternach salient was further constricted by advances up
to three miles along the northern and southern flanks. Enveleoping
colums of our VIII and XII Corps were only seven miles apart. The section
of Vianden. east of the Our River has been cleared. East of Remiech,
the XX Corps averaged a three-mile gain over a 1l3-mile front against
light resistance, capturing Ssarburg and establishing two bridgeheads
over the Saar River.

Seventh Army troops continued to make slight gains against stiff
resistance in Forbach and cut the Forbach-Saarbruecken Hoad, =

Fas

£.0. 11682, Bec, H(E) and KD) of (B -
08D lettér, May 3, 1973
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DECLABSIFIED *
08D Letisr, 6-8-78

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

2l February. Tactical, Coastal and Balkan Air Forces flew
265 previously unreported sorties against communications and supplies
in northern Italy and Yugoslavia. During the period we lost 11

planes.

22 February. The Tactical Air Force flew 1,100 sorties, concen-
trating its effort against roads, rails, bridges, and motor transport
behind the battle lines, and sending medium bombers to attack railyards
and bridges in the central Po Valley and along the Brenner Line.

US mountain troops north of Pistoia improved positions and repulsed
two counterattacks west of Monte Belvedere. To the east, Brazilians
gained a half mile, capturing Monte Costello. Elsewhere along the

front there was active patrelling.

EOD, 11562 Bac ¥E) mm'm
OSD letter, Moy 3, 1972
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LABEIFTER
6D Letter, 6-8=-TH
ASTATIC THEATER
20 February. The Eastern Air Command flew 2,512 sorties, of which

838 were offensive. Some planes flew ground support, but most attacked
supply dumps, communications and troop concentrations in central and
southern Burma. Forty-eight Liberators bombed supply dumps at Singaingmyo,
and 11 bombed Toungoo airfields.

Striking airfields around Tsingtac, 29 fighters of the llth Air
Force destroyed six ememy planes (these sorties were in addition to

those previcusly reported).

21 ¥February, Chinese troops advanced four miles south of Hsenwi
towards Lashio against light enemy contact. On the Irrawaddy, patrols
nine miles east of Thabeikikyin failed to observe any Japanese troops.
British crossed unopposed to the Irrawaddy island scuth of Pakokku and
made contact with disorganized enemy. Pagan bridgehead was expanded
despite a counterattack on the south. North of Seikpyu a heavy attack

forced the British to withdraw five miles.

SE' and Al (i
08D letter, May 3,
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LECLASSIPTER
JEU ',_J[,_, F-3-79
SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA
20 February. In previously unreported actions, Bl Sclomons-based

aireraft struck New Britain and New Ireland, 27 B-2L's destroyed barracks
near Davac, and 7L fighters attacked Biri, Cebu, Negros and Panay in

the Philippines.

21 February. Most of 278 reported sorties were over Luzon. Enemy
positions near Fort Stotsenburg were bombed by 92 B-2L's and airdromes
on Borneo by 32. A B-2L patrol shot down two enemy aircraft near the
Ryukyus.

On Luzon, I Corps troopa captured two of seven hills dominating the
area north of San Nicoclas. To the south, owr forces occcupied an enemy
hill position less than two miles south of Puncan. XIV Corps troops,
reducing the Intramuros section of Manila, continued to encounter strong
opposition. To the east we continued to attack encircled enemy forces
near Mabato Point and advanced south to the Alabang-¥untinglupa area
without contact. On Corregldor we continued to reduce enemy strongpoints,

Biri town on Biri Island in the San Bernardino Strait was secured after

a sharp engagement.

19 February. We had landed at Allen on the northwest of Samar with-
out opposition. Possession of Allen, and Capul and Birl Islands gives us
control of San Bernardino Strait.

PACIFIC OCEAN AREA

18 February. During the night two B-29's bombed Osaka.
DS
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EASTERN FRONT ;

22 Tebruary. The Soviets overcame the stronghold of Zinten
and further narrowed the Jerman pocket in Bast Prussia., In the Polish
Corridor, the advance west of the Vistula averaged three miles along a
30-mile sector. The Soviets reached the Neisse River on a wide front

and were fighting in the ocutskirts of Guben and Forst.

BECLASSIAD

E.Q. 11882 8oc. 1E) and KD) er (E)
OSD lstter, May 1, 1973
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DECLAEEIFIED
U8D Letter, 5-3-78

EURCPE AND THE MEDITERRANEAN - STRATEGIC AIR

20 February. During the night, 51l RAF heavy bombers attacked
the industrial area of Dortmund and 27L bombed an oil refinery and
other targets near Dusseldorf; 35 Mosgquitoces joined in these raids,
while &6 others hit Berlin, Twenty-one heavy bombers are missing,

Sixty-{ive bombers of the Strategic Air Force in Italy dropped

227 tons on railyards at Udine.

21 February. The Bth Air Force dispatched 1,261 heavy bombers
to attack rail and industrial targets at Nuernberg for the second
consecutive day. Four enemy planes were shot down; six bombers and

five fighters are missing.

In Ttaly, 582 heavy bombers of the 15th Air Force attacked rail

targets in the Vienna area. Thirteen bombers are missing.
Seventy bombers of the Strategic Air Force struck an armament

depot at Pola, and 1l dropped supplies in northern Italy.

EO. 11852 8ec. 3(F) and 5D) er (B) _
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DECLABEIFIED
0ED Letter, G-8-T8

EUROPEAN THEATER

20 February. During the 2L-hour period to sunset, weather pre-
vented offensive operations by medium bombers and limited other planes
of the Tactical Air Forces to 566 of fensive sorties, flown principally
in armed reconnalssance from Cologne to Alsace. Rocket sites near The
Hague were alsc attacked.

Muring the 2L-hour period ending at 0600, six flying bombe fell in
Antwerp; 1l rockets and 51 flying bombs fell in scattered areas outside

the city. Antisirecraft destroyed 50 other flying bombs.

21 February. During the 2li-hour period ending at 05600, 11 rockets
fell in the Essex, Kent, Suffolk, and Lendon areas.

By noon, troops of the First Canadian Army continued the clearing
of Goch against stiff but decreasing resistance; small gains were made
toward Kalkar despite tank-infantry counterattacks.

Enemy reaction to Third Army pressure was spotty, and advances up
to three miles were made at several points arocund the arc of the Pruem-
Echternach salient. North of Remich, the XII Corps expanded its Moselle
bridgehead at Wincheringen and was joined by XX Corps armor which had
advanced eight miles north against light resistance. In this sector
the XX Corps gained an average of five miles on a 12-mile front. Several
counterattacks were repulsed in the Saarlautern area,

South of Saarbruecken, the Seventh Army made limited advances along
a 10-mile front. Germans were contimuing to offer stiff resistance in

Forbach.

Brusonm :
E0. 11662, Bec. 4B and 50 or (K)
OS50 etter, May 5, 1873
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PECLASSIPIED
40 Lettsr, 6-8-TR

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

2l February. The Tactical Ar Force flew 1,118 sorties, chiefly
in armed reconnaissance and attacks on gun positions, occupled buildings,
comminications and supply dumps throughout northern Italy and Yugoslavia.
Fifth Army units contimued their advance north of Pistoia,
consolidating the ridges around Mt, Belvedere by gains not exceeding
a mile., Elsewhere along the Italian front there were scattered minor

actions.

RECLASSED
E@. 11665 Bec 8(E) mnd G(D) ot (E)
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IFECLABEIFTED
Y8) Letter, 6-8-723
ASIATIC THEATER
19 February., The Eastern Air Command flew 1,970 sorties, of

which 509 were offensive, Nine heavy bombers laid mines in the Gulf
of Martaban and to the south., Other planes contimued the attack on
ground=-support targets, commnications, and supply areas throughout

central Burma. We shot down two planes and lost four,

20 February. The lLth Air Force flew about 30 offensive sorties
in central China, and three B-2L's attacked shipping in the Gulf of
Tengking. Two fighters are missing.

Chinese troops advanced to within three miles of Namtu, meeting
light resistance. Along the Irrawaddy, both the Myinm and Singu
bridgeheads were subject to sharp attacks. British mechanized units
advanced to a point 15 miles east of Pagan and were engaging the enemy
at Seywa., In the Arakan area, after repulsing an attack on the Ru-ywa
beachhead, British troops made a slight gain. The Kangaw area was

reported clear of the enemy.

DECLASSFIED
EO. 11662, 8o, HE) amd 5D or ]
OED letier, May 1, 1972
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SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA

18 February. One hundred seventy-five previously unreported

sorties were flown, principally by medium and light bombers over Luson.

19 February, Half of 21L additional sorties were flown over the
Bougainville-New Britain-New Ireland area and the remaindap prinecipally

over Mindanao, Negros and Cebu.

20 February. In the course of over 100 reported sorties, 36 heavy
bombers attacked an airdrome on northern Borneo, 50 light bombers struck
Puerto Princesa on Palawan, and other planes supported cur forces on
Corregidor and Bataan. Liberators on patrol in the Formosa-Ryukyus area
sank two coastal vessels and three seatrucks, left a freighter ablaze,
and shot down two enemy planes.

On Luzen, we captured enemy positions on high ground four mﬂes.
southeast of Rosario. Fighting continued in Manila and on Gm-agidqi- =
our troops continued the reduction of stubborn enemy resistance in
tunnels, caves and shore positions. Bagac on the west coast of Bataan
was occupled without opposition.

We established a beachhead on Biri Island off northwestern Samar.

PACIFIC OCEAN AREA

17 February. Two B-29's attacked Tokyo and a third hit a coastal
eity to the southwest.

18 February, Thirty-five B-29's dropped 150 toms on Truk airfields,
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EASTEHRN FRONT

21 February. Pushing farther north in the Polish Corridor,
the Soviets cut the southern road and rail routes to Dangig about
20 miles east of Chojnice. In five to eight-mile advances which
outflanked Guben on both sides, they broadened their front facing

Berlin by 20 miles,
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

20 February. Four B=2L's of the 1lth Air Force bombed Hurabu-Saki

in the Hurile Islands.
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0BD Letter, 6-3-78

EUROPE AND THE MEDITERRANEAN - STRATEGIC AIR

19 February. The RAF employed 155 heavy bombers to strike Wesel,
and 254 to attack an oil plant at Boehlen. Eighty Mecsquitoes bombed

Erfurt and 28 raided other Cemman cities.

20 February. Rail and motor transpert shops near Nuernberg were
the principal targets for 902 heavy bombers of the 8th Air Force.
Fifty-four enemy planes were destroyed, 1L of them being shot dowm.
Fifteen bombars and 19 fighters are missing, of which nine fighters
are balisved safe.

Heavy bombers of the 15th Adr Force dropped 1,183 tons on two oil
refineries and a railyard in the Vienna area, steel works southwest of
Vienna, shipyards at Fiume and Trieste, and railyards at Pola. Of 581
bombers dispatched, four are missing.

Twenty-five burning oil cars were observed blocking the main Vienna-

Munich line as a result of the previous day's 15th Alr Force attack.
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g PEOLASSIFIED
UBD Letter, 5-3-T2

EUROPEAN THEATER

19 February. The Tactical Air Forces flew 1,333 sorties. Medlum
bombers dropped more than 600 tons on rail bridges, depots, and barracks;
1ighter planes supported ground forces from the Cologne area to Alsace.
Six enemy planes were destroyed; we lost seven.

During the 24-hour period ending at 0500, one rocket and six flying
bombs fell in Antwerp, and four rockets and 27 flying bombs fell in

scattered areas cutside the city. Antiaireraft shot down L2 flying bombs.

20 February. In the 2l-hour pericd ending at 0600, ten rockets fell
in the Kent, Essex and London areas.

Preliminary reports indicate that our tactical aircraft were active.

To noon, troops of the Firset Canadlan Army contired the clearing
of Goch. Despite heavy resistance and continued counterattacks, they
advanced up to a mile along the line from west of Goch to scuthwest of
Kalkar.,

Our Third Army met heavy artillery fire and stubborn resistance from
piliboxes but made additional progress against both flanks of the Fruem-
Echternach salient, gaining & mile and a half in the north and up to two
miles on an eight-mile front in the south. North of Remich, the XII Corps
entered Wincheringen, east of the Moselle. East of Remich, the XX Corps
pushed an average of about two miles on an eight-mile front.

Southwest of Saarbruecken, Seventh Army troops had entered Forbach

and were clearing the southern ocutskirts against considerable resistance.
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MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

19 February. Weather limited the Coastal and Balkan Air Forces

to 71 sorties, flown mainly over the northern Adriatic and Yugoslavia.

20 February. Flying 1,320 sorties, the Tactical Alr Force con-
tinued to disrupt commnications behind the front, in the central Po
Valley, and along the Brenner line,

The Fifth Army continued to advance north of Fistoia, capturing
two high points, Mt. Belvedere and Mt. Gorgolesco, against moderate

cppoaition.
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P BROLASEIFIYS
98D Letter, E-3

ASIATIC THEATER

17 February. The Eastern Air Command flew 2,780 sorties of
which 653 were offensive. These included, in addition to previcusly
reported heavy bomber strikes, attacks on positions » Supply dumps,

bridges, and railways in widespread areas of Furma,

18 February. The Eastern Air Command reported 2,052 sorties of
which 534 were combat. Forty-eight Liberators dropped 218 tons of bombs
on supply dumps arcund Yenangysung., Mediums, fighters and fighter
bombers continued the general pattern of previous day's attacks, hitting

the area from Pakekku to Lashio and Myitson.

19 February. The lith Adir Foree flew 15 offensive sortiss. A
200-foot oil barge was destroyed and nine river craft were damaged in
the Yangtze River at Kiukiang,

Chinese troops had occupied the Burma Road town of Hsenwl againat
light opposition. To the west, other Chinese advanced in two columns
towards Namtu. Heavy fighting contimued in the Myitson area. Along
the Irrawaddy, a counterattack at Singu bridgehead was repulsed,
Pakcklu was cleared, and the Pagan bridgehead was expanded five miles

to the southeast.
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SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATER

18 February. Of 285 previously unreported sorties, 111 were
flom in the Bougainville-New Britain-New Ireland area, and most
of the remainder were in support of operatiomson Corregidor and

in northeast Manila, and against targets on southern Mindanao.

19 February. Over 250 sorties were reported. About 100 B-2L's
hit Formosa in adverse weather; medium bombers and fighters partic-
ipated, the latter destroying 13 enemy planes and sinking a coastal
vessel. Thirty-three heavy bombers struck Bormeo airfields. Other
planes supported ground forces on Corregidor and Bataan and struck
targets throughout Luzon.

On Luzon, we occupied Fort McKinley without opposition. To e
the southeast we were attacking high ground near Mabato Point against
determined resistance. Our forces on Bataan were engaged with the
eneny five miles northeast of Bagac. On Corregidor, cur troops seized
enefly bunkers and a tunnel T00 yards southeast of Rock Point, and
were meeting stiff resistance in the vicinity of Breakwater Point,

A company of infantry landed on Capul Island off northwestern
Samar against light opposition. On Leyte, strong local resistance

was encountered on the western coast.
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BECLASSIFIED
OB Lotter, G-3=TH

PACIFIC OCEAN AREA

17 February. While the air attacks on Tokyo and Iwo Jima were
in progress, Army and Navy planes struck Chichi Jima, Haha Jima,

Mareus and Truk.

19 February. Ten B-2L's attacked Chichi Jima, Fifteen aircraft

hit targets on Yap and in the Palaus.
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DECLABBIFIED
UED Letter, 6-3-T2

EASTERN FRONT

20 February. In East Prussia the reduction of the Cerman pocket
contimued, The Soviets made further advances on the west bank of the
Vistula north of Graudanz. In Slovakia & new Soviet drive had penetrated

within ten miles of Zwvolen. d
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" DROLASSIFIED
0BD Letter, 5-3-72

GENERAL

———

The total US air effort for Jamary 1945 consisted of 8L,081
of fensive sorties, during which 86,963 tons of bombs were dropped. Enemy
aireraft totalling 1,1L5 were destroyed of which 613 were shot down in
aerial combat, Our losses from all causes totalled 1,L18, 657 of these
being lost to enemy action, ineluding 268 shot down, B-29's contributed
1,009 sorties and 3,643 tons of bombs to the totals and accounted for
130 of the planes destroyed; 15 B-29's were lost to enemy action and 19
were lost from other causes. Approximately half the total sorties and
losses occurred in the Buropean Theater and 62 per cent of the total bemb
tonnage was expended there.

EUROPE AND THE MEDITERRANEAN - STRATEGIC AIR

18 February. Wesel was attacked by 155 RAF heavy bombers. Fifty-
three Mosquitces struck shipyards at Bremen and Berlin and other cities.
Twenty-three heavy bombers mined the Kattegat, waters off Helgoland, and
rivers in northwestern Germany; two bombers are missing.

19 February. Six industrial plants, four railyards and other targets
in the Ruhr were bombed by 1,135 8th Air Force heavy planes. Transportation
targets in the Hannover-Kassel area were strafed by 181 fighters. OCme
bomber and seven fighters are missing.

Flying from Italy, 590 heavy bombers of the 15th Air Force struck
at railyards in Austria, and Yugoslavia, and at Fiume and Fola harbors.
Three enemy plnns'u were destroyed; nine bombers and four fighters are
. D
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DECLAESIFIED
UBD Lotter, 6-3-72

EUROPEAN THEATER

18 February. Weather limited the Tactical Air Forces to 113
sorties. Bombers dropped 129 tons, chiefly on communications around
Koblenz. Sixteen planes of the Western French Air Force hit Freiburg.

During the 2l-hour pericd ending at 1800, 1) flying bombs fell
in Antwerp, and 11 rockete and L2 flying bombs fell in scattered areas

cutside the city. Antiaircraft destroyed 39 flying bembs,

18 and 19 February. During L8 hours ending at 0600 on the latter

day, 21 rockets fell in the Essex-Kent-London area,

19 February. By noon, British troops of the Canadian First Army
were engaged in heavy fighting. They cleared Goch after bridging a tank
ditch under heavy artillery and mortar fire., Heavy opposition contimed
narthwest of Kalkar.

Our Third Army continued to attack the northemn and southern flanks
of the German salient between Pruem and Echternach, making gains of up
to a mile along eight to ten-mile fronts. To the south, east of Remich,
the XX Corps gained a mile on a four-mile front.

Along the German border south of Saarbruecken, Seventh Army troops
made limited advances. Counterattacks and infiltrations were repulsed

north of Sarreguemines,

20 February. The Forward Echelon, Supreme Headguarters, Allied
Expeditionary Forces, was scheduled to open at Reims at 0200,

6. 11662 Sec. 8(E) wnd KD) o (D

OSD letter, May 3, 1972
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LECLASBIFIED
vED Letter, 6-3-T8

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

10 February. The Tactical Air Force flew 68 sorties, in addition
to those reported previously. Coastal and Balkan Air Force planes,
hampered by weather; made small-scale attacks in northern Italy and in

Yugoslavia. We lost cne plane.

19 February. Three hundred sixty-one sorties were flown by the
12th Air Force, practically all of them over the battle areas and
against communications to the north.

The Fifth Amy advanced a mile on a four-mile front north of Pistoia.
In the Serchic Valley sector our lines were adjusted by a slight with-
drawal down the river and by advances of cur flanks in the hills on both

sides of the valley.
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PEOLASSIFIED
w80 Lotter, 5-3-T2

ASIATIC THEATER

17 February. Forty-eight heavy bombers of the Eastern Air Command
struck five airfields in the general area Pyinmana-Mandalay; 15 bombed
the Burma-Slam railway, destroying two bridges and damaging a third;

and 13 destroyed two bridges on the Moulmein-Ye railway.

A8 February. The l4ith Air Force flew 34 offensive sorties,
principally over central and eastern China, A 5-24 sank a vessel in

the Gulf of Tonkin.

49 February. During the XX Bomber Command mission, 185 tons of
bombs were dropped on Kuala Lumpur, 12 on Alor Star, and three on

Martaban, No B-29's were lost.

A8 February. The threat of Chinese troops east of Hsenwi was
augmented by another advance to & point about four miles west of the
Burma Road tomn. The British killed 200 Japanese in repulsing a
counterattack at Myitson. There was strong resistance to minor gains
at both the Singu and the Myaung-Mylnmu bridgeheads. In the Arakan
area, patrols from the Ru-ywa beachhead pushed inland two miles with-

out opposition. Troops on Ramree Island were continuing to search for

enemy stragglers,
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UECLASSIFTED
BV Lotter, 5-3-79

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATER

17 February. During more than 500 previously unreported sorties,
Takao in Formosa was struck by LS heavy bombers and Davao on Mindanao
by 20 more. Positions on the Balete Pass, near Baguio, and in Manila
were bombed by 91 Navy fighters, and 77 others attacked supply areas
in northern Mindanao, Sclemens planes contributed 130 sorties to the

total, striking New Ireland, New Britain and Bougainville.

18 Pebruary. Over 200 sorties were flown. Despite bad weather
Formosa was attacked by 57 escorted heavy bombers, and 3l others raided
Labuan airfields in Borneo. Patrol bombers sank small shipping and shot
down a transport plane near the Ryulyus.

Bitter hand-to-hand fighting continued in Manila as XIV Corps troops
cleared desperately defended approaches to the walled city. Elsewhere in
Manila mopping up operations continued. Part of Fort lcKinley was occupled.
Troops moving eastward reached Laguna Da Bay at Mabato Point and then
turned north to Hagonoy and Tagig., Om Bataan, troops of the XI Corps
moving south from Limay made contact with the force advancing from the
Mariveles beachhead. On Corregidor, reduction of scattered strongpoints

contimed.

PACIFIC OCEAN ARFA .

16 February. Two B-29's on weather strikes bombed Tokyo and Shimizu
during the night, -

17 and 18 February, Twenty-nine Navy fighters hit targets in the
BT

B8, 11662, Boc. 5(E) and 5D} or ®
Q2D letter, May 3, 1972
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DECLASRIFIED
08D Letter, 6-B=TH

EASTERN FRONT

19 February. The Soviets made further progress in the reduction
of the East Prusesia pocket and registered a small gain west of the
Vistula River near Graudanz. They advanced about eight miles to
straighten 15 miles of front extending north from Sommerfeld. Iuguallav

partisans gained ground west of Sarajevo.
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DEOLAGSITIED

LED Lotter, B-5-72

EUROPE AND THE MEDITERRANEAN - STHATEDIC ATR

17 February., Because of route weather, only 20 of a large force
of FAF bombars reachsd their target, Wesel. Two hombers wers lost.

Six Mosguitoes hit shipyards at Breman.

18 February, Adverse bass weather grounded the heavy bombers of
the Oth Alr Force.

Flying from Italy, 171 escortad heavy bombers of the 15th Air Force
struck a bengol plant at Ling and raill targets at Ling and Salsburg. No

planes wara lost.
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DECLAGSIFIED
gD Letter, H-8-TR

EUROPEAN THEATER

17 February. Weather limited the Tactical Air Forces to about 100
sorties; the prineipal effort was against railroad bridges at Mayen and
near Mainz.

During the 2l-hour periocd ending at 0600, one rocket and seven flying
bombs fell in Antwerp, and one rocket and 37 flying bombs fell in scattered

areas cutside the city. Antiaircraft destroyed 16 other flying bombs,

18 February. DOy noon, Eritish forces of the Canadian First Army
had expanded their front along the road between Goch and Kalkar; they
reached the northeast outskirts of Goch. A counterattack was repulsed,
The 11 Canadian Corps was encountering heavy resistance along the Kalkar-

Keve rog rtlmest of Kalkar. There was local progress east of the Meuse,

Aboug 8,700 prisoners have been taken in the Army sector since 8 February.
ird Army was attacking the semi-circular salient in its line
between Pruem and Echternach and made gains of about & mile on limited
sectors of the salient's northern and southern flanks.

The XV Corps of the Seventh Army, continuing its drive toward
Saarbruecken, reglstered gains of more than a mile along the front from
Ferbach to east of Sarreguemines.

The French First Amy frustrated a German attempt to cross the Fhine
northeast of Mulhouse.
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attar,

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

17 February. The Tactical Air Force flew 906 sorties. Eridges and
communications on the Brenner Houte and in northeastern Italy were
attacked by 152 medium bombers, and 735 fighters; the rail bridge at Crema
and two others were destroyed. Smaller attacks in support of ground
troops were made on the battle front. The Balkan Air Force flew 86
sorties during which LO Greece-based fighters attacked gun positions on

Miles. In all these operations we leost six planes.

18 February., Two hundred ninety planes of the 12th Air Force con-
tinued the destruction of commmications, fighters striking behind the
battle lines and medium bombers ranging farther north, 62 of them hitting
marshalling yards on the Brenner line.

During the period ending at 1500, there was no change on the Italian

battle front.
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DECLASSIFIED
Letter, 5-5-78

ASTATIC THEATER

15 and 16 February., The Eastern Air Command flew 5,076 sorties 3
of which 1,150, including 69 heavy homber sorties previously reported,
were offensive. Widespread attacks were made on transport, communications,

positions, supply dumps and bridges in Burma.

17 February. The lLth Air Force flew 102 offensive sorties, damaging
considerable rolling stock and river craft in central China and gsinking

a 200-foot river boat. Four fighters were lost.

19 February. Fifty-nine B-29's of the XX Bomber Command were dis-
patched to attack railroad repair shops at Kuala Lumpur (Malaya). Secondary
target was an airfield at Alor Star (Malaya), and last resort was the
rallyard area at Martaban.,

17 February, Chinese troops driving down the Burma Road reached the
Namtu Valley five miles east of Hsenwi. On the Irrawaddy, a strong attack
against the bridgehead between Myaung and Myinm forced a slight British
withdrawal. Allied troops entering Pakokku found only enemy rear guards.
Farther down the river, Pagan was cleared. North of Seikpyu, a counter-
attack forced another withdrawal,

In the Arakan area the British made a landing against light opposition
at Fu-ywa on the mainland of Burma, but there was considerable resistance
to a deceptive landing several miles to the north. Opposition in the
Kangaw area has been wiped out. British forces moving southeast were

four miles west of Dalet. Ramree Island was reported clear,
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DECLABRIFIED
08D Leatter, B-8-T78

SOUTHWEST PACITIC AREA

15 and 16 Pebruary, For thess two daye, sorties totalled SB5 and
765 respectively, the first figure including 56 previcusly reported.
Similar distribution of effort on the two days placed an average of 150
planes per day over Corregidor, at least an equal mmbor sver the principal
Luzon battle areas, and 90 over targets within range of Solomons=based
planes. Targets for the heaviest of these attacks, in addition to
Corregidor, ware Hataan, a headquarters area near Balete Pasa, aresas
arcund Forts Stotsenburg and McKinley, and Formosa; also, 3 heavy bombers
struck the Celsbes. A freighter, a cosstal vessel, and several smaller

ships were punk. We lost five planes.

17 February. About three hundred sorties were included in first
reports. Among thess, two groups of B-2L's struck Takao on Formosa, and
35 B-2L's attacked Borneo airfields, Light bombers hit caves and dugouts
west of Fort Stotsenburg and supportsd troops on Mariveles beachhead,
Transport planes dropped supplies on Cerregider. An enemy transpert was
laft sinkingaff Formosa.

Enesty resistanca on Corregidor was reported inereaning but inaffective;
we had pecured Malinta Hi1l, In Manila, our troops were regroupling for an
assault on Intrasuros and were mopping up in other sectiona, Wa repulsed
emall attacks along the Angat-Novaliches rond. Southwest of Bamban, we

captured high ground.

16 February, Scattered contacta were reported along the west coast

of Layts.
B, 11652 Bec. NE) snd K1) or (K
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DECLAEBEIFIED
PBD Letter, 5-3-73

PACIFIC OCEAN AREA

1l and 15 February. Liberators continued the air bombardment

of Iwo and Chichi Jima, Three B-29's made individual night attacks

on Osaka and the Tokyo area.

19 February. Preliminary reports indicate that 125 B-29's were
dispatched by the XXI Bomber Command to attack the Nakajima Aircraft

Works at Tokgyo.
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PECLABEIPIED
BBD Letter, p5.3-72

EASTERN FRONT

18 February. At the base of the Folish corridor, the Soviets
encircled the by-passed stronghold of Graudanz on the Vistula, There

were small gains southwest of Bunzlau and Breslau,

GECLASSIFED

E0. 11663, Bec. 3(8) end #(D) or ()
OSD letter, May 8, 1973

» J8, “NM?S

I




WAR DEPARTMENT

DAILY CPERATIONAL SUMMARY

Bo, 1166

0700 February 17 to 0700 18 February, 1945

&
l%
:

BELLASSIAID
ED. 11662, Bec. 3'E) and BT

05D letter, May 3, 19732

» J5, m.l.ub-u.__"‘ﬂﬂ 141973

2030 sy




Lupy “pey @BO

o

—n GP
R

glol? _I

D'Bru!l._u._-"

T

! Cfremen K.’
]

Rururd.m ¢ &
S o e
- .':_
Yl | WESEL
Celogns

& [

w Franklur

CENTRAL EUROPE

EIlrn

"'|-\.+'1 -_?

OMiian Jo

L ’_r \r’. _.--5 nh““u ——

Bd=ETI1Y=-300




GENERAL

The 20th Armored Division (Major General Orlando Ward) has arrived
at Le Havre, France; it was previously stationed at Camp Campbell,

Kentucky.
EURQPE AND THE MEDITEFRANEAN - STRATEGIC ALR

16 February, Ninety-five escorted heavy bombers of the RAF attacked
Wesel during the day. WNight operations were cancelled owing to adverse

weather at basas,

17 February, The 8th Air Force dispatched 345 heavy bombers to

attack rall yards at Frankfurt am Main; four bombers and three fighters

are missing.

Nearly 500 escorted heavy bombers of the 15th Alr Force attacked
rall yards, a bengol plant and tank works in the Lingz area, mail yards
at Graz, and harbor and oll storage installations at Trieste, Pola and
Fiume; more than 1,100 tons of bombs were dropped. Three bombers and

one fighter are missing,
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EUROPEAN THEATER
16 February, The Tactical Adr Forces flew 2;931 sortiea. Armed

reconnalssance was flown along the Fhins from Holland to Alsaca, and

, medium bombera attacked aireraft and ordnance planta in the Fuhr and
targets in the Goch area. Eleven enemy planes were destroyed; we lost
soventasn.

During the 2L hours ending at 0500, four flying bomba fell in
Antwerp; five rockets and 89 flying bomba fell in scattered areas cut-
glde the city. Two flying bombs fell near Lisge. Antiaireraft destroyed
S5 additional flying bombs.

17 February. During the 2L hours ending at 0600, 13 rockets fell
in the Essex, Fent and London aress of England,

By noon, British troops were closing in on the village of Goch, a
key point in the Siegfrisd defenses. Advances up to two miles were mads
along & 13-mile front, and the road between Goch and Kalkar was cut.
Forward elements had driven to within a mile and a half of Ooch an the
northwest.

On the Third Army front the VIIT Corps repulsed & counterattack
north of Fruem and te the scuthwest gained a mile on a crne-mile front.
The XV Corps of the Seventh Army advanced to & maximum of two miles on
& 10-mile front to the north and nortimmst of Sarreguemines. To the
east we repulsed three counterattacks,

KO, 11653, fec. HE) and KI) or (B
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DECLASSIFIED
08D Letter, 5-3-78

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

16 February. Weather limited the Tactical Air Force to 98 sorties,
and the Coastal and Balkan Air Force to 39 and 53 sorties, respectively,
Only small-scale attacks were possible in northern Italy and Yugoslavia.

One enemy plane was shot down.

17 February. There was no change on the Italian battle front.
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) Latter, 6-3-T2

ASIATIC THEATER

15 February. Forty-seven heavy bombers of the Eastern Air Cormand
dropped 250 tons on villages west of Kyaukse, and 22 more bombed the

Burma-Siam railway, destroying one bridge and damaging another.

16 February. Twenty-eight fighters of the llth Air Force carried
out sweeps over road, rail and river traffic principally in central
China,

Preliminary reports indicated increasing enemy activity against

the British bridgeheads on the Irrawaddy between Myaung and Myinmu,
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PECLABSIFIED
(BD Lettnr, B-3-T2

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA

1 February. From airfields in the Solomons, 136 planes attacked
targets on New Britain, New Ireland and Bougainville,

15 February. Patrol B-2i's over the Ryukyus sank one coastal
vessel and damaged five others.

16 February. Following the drop of paratroopers on Corregidor this
date, an amphibious battalion landed againet moderate resistance, and
the two forces consolidated.

On Bataan, Cochinos Point was secured and the Mariveles beachhead
was expanded to a depth of 2,000 yards and width of 7,000, Troops to
the north had advanced dowm the east coast to Cabeaben and inland along
the road to Bagac four and cne-half miles suthwest of Pilar. . e

In ¥anila, we contimued to meet stiff resistance in the outskirts
of Intramiros. South of the city, we advanced east against moderate
resistance reaching the Manila railway from Culi-Culi to a point three

miles south,

% L

FACIFIC OCEAN AREA

12 through 1L February. Five individual strikes were made by B-291s
against Tokyo, Kamakura, Osaka and Nagoya.

16 February. Twenty-two Navy fighters attacked targets in the

Falaus, and five hit Yap.
DECLASTDD
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IPOLABSIFIED
AN tor. =8-T2
EASTERN FRONT
17 February. Red troops made substantial gains in the northern

pocket, capturing Wormditt and Mehlsack. Northwest of Graudansz they
pushed forward about five miles. There was heavy fighting on the front
southeast of Berlin, the Soviets claiming to be west of Forst. Small
Soviet gains were registered near Bunzlau and Breslau. North of
Budapest, in the vicinity of the Denube bend, the Cermans launched

strong counterattacks.
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EUROPE AND THE MEDITERHANEAN - STRATEGIC AIR

1, February. During the night, i3 RAF heavy bombers laid 231
mines in the Kadet Channel and Sassnitz areas in the southwestern

Baltic Sea. Six bombers were lost.

15 February, Fifty-two bombers laid 272 mines in the Kattegat and
off Oslo.
Sixty-nine heavy and medium bombers of the Strateglc Alr Force

dropped 221 tons on an oil refinery at Fiume,

16 February. One thousand thirty-three gscorted heavy bombers
of tha Bth Adir Force were airborne to attack three oil plants, a rail-
road bridge, and five rail yards in northwestern Germany. Freliminary
reports indicate a loss of four bombers.

The 15th Air Force dispatched 719 escorted heavy bombers against
airdromes at Neuburg and Regensburg and five rail yards in southern
Germany, western Austria and northern Italy; 1,100 tons of bombs were

dropped. Fourteen bombers and seven fighters are missing.
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*CLAGEITIED
. E_4_ 78
EUROPEAN THEATER
15 February. During the 2h-hour period to sunset, the Tactical Ailr

Forces flew 1,621 sorties. Fighters carried out ammed reconnaissance cn
both sides of the Fhine. Medium bombers attacked railroad bridges and
a rail yard in the Koblenz and Strasbourg areas. Mosquitces hit targets
in eastern Holland. Nine enemy planes were dastroyed; we lost five,

During the 2l~hour period ending at 0600, cne rocket and two flying
bombs fell in Antwerp; four rockets and 3 flying bombs fell in scattered
areas outside the ecity. Antiaireraft destroyed 3l other rockets.

16 February. During the 2h-hour period ending at 0600, four rockets
fell in England.

By 1200 hours, Canadian troops had gained a mile east of the Klaeve
Forest. Further local progress was made in the region east of the Meuse
and south of the River Niers. Strong opposition was encountered in these
advances and three counterattacks were repulsed.

We made limited geins on ocur Third Army front north and northeast
of Echternach. Elements of the XX Corps were engaged with the enemy in a
counterattack east of Remich.

The U. S5. Seventh Army troops completed a limited objective attack
east of Sarreguemines against light resistance. Our units repulsed a

small enemy attack north of Ingwiller.

DELASSITED .
B0, 11667 Bec &E) and B0} or (E)
02D letter, May 3 1972
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MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

15 February. During the 2L-hour period ending at 180U, weather
limited the Tactical Air Force to 183 sorties, mainly by fighters
attacking road and rail targets on the Brenner Route and in northeastern
Italy. Eighteen medium bombers hit an ammnition dump near Udine.

The Balkan Air Foree, flying 147 sorties, raided oil installations,
rall yards, and transportation in Yugoslavia., Coastal Air Force planes
made limited attacks on targets in northeastern Italy. We lost two

planes,

16 February. During the 2l-hour period to 1500 hours, scattered

patrol activity was reported on the Italian battle front.
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DECLASSIFIED
08D Lettesr, 5-3-T73

ASIATIC THEATER

13 and 1 February. The Eastern Air Command flew L,L7kL sorties

of which $85 were tactical. Twenty-four heavy bombers attacked bridges
on the Burma-Siam railway. Lighter planes continued widespread attacks
on troop positions, dumps, and communications in enemy-held areas of

Burma. Five of our aircraft were lost.

1l; and 15 February. The 1lLth Air Force flew 23 previously un-

reported offensive sorties in the Yellow and Yangtze River areas. Two

enemy planes were destroyed.

15 February. The Chinese troops moving down the Burma Foad towards
Hsenwi had expanded their front several miles to the east and west of the
road in the Kutkai area. British troops repulsed several minor attacks
on their Singu bridgehead and extended it to a depth of three miles
east of the Irrawaddy River, Other Allied units repulsed a minor attack
northeast of Myaung. A battalion of British troops was reported across

the river in the bridgehead northeast of Pagan.
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SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AHEA

1, February. One hundred and eight previously unreported sorties
were flown of which 93 were againet guns west of Clark Field and troops
nerth and east of Manila. Elevan heavy bombers attacked the Mariveles

area in southern Bataan.

15 February. According to preliminary reports, heavy bombers
continued to attack Corregidor.

The XIV Corps was meeting contimied strong resistance in hills
southwest of Bamban. In Manila, automatic weapons and mortar fire from
the approaches to the walled city necessitated close-in fighting in
the reduction of enemy positions. Advances to Manila Bay were reported
in t‘Hf:l other sections of the city. On Mariveles Bay, we captured an
airstrip and our troops pushed 2,000 yards inland on the left flank of
the beachhead and 800 yards east of Mariveles River on the right. On
the east coast of Bataan, our troops reached Bantan Grande, southeast
of Balanga. A U.S5. parachute regiment was dropped on Corregidor during

the Eh-}"-
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DECLASSIFIED
J8D Lotte ', 1'.-—3-"?3

EASTERN FRONT

156 February. The Soviets made small gains in West Prussia
out{lanking Graudanz from the west. In Pomerania the Germans have
reesbablished commnications with Arnswalde. The Red Army straightened
its lines west of Gruenberg driving to the west for some 20 miles but
was forced to yield Sommerfeld to an enemy counterattack. +The encircle-
ment of Breslan has been completed. In Yugoslavia the Cermans have
extensively shartened their lines, which now run from Zvormnik, south

of Sarajeve, to north of Mostar.
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' DECLASSIFIED
0BD Letter, 5-3-78

WESTERN HEMISFHERE

15 February. Three Aleutian-based heavy bombers attacked an air-

gtrip on Paramushiro in the Kuriles.

EUROFE AND THE MEDITERRANEAN - STRATHGIC AIR

1, February. RAF planes, airborne to attack targets in Germany,
were forced back by bad weather, with the loss of one bomber., That night,
716 RAF heavy bombers following up 8th Air Force daylight strikes hit
Chemitz again. Two hundred twenty-four others bombed a synthetic oil
plant south of Leipzig while LS Mosquitoes attacked Berlin, Thirty-
four medium and light bombers attacked Udem. Eighteen planes are
missing from all these operations.

Six hundred twenty-seven escorted 15th Air Force heavy bombers
attacked two oil refineries in Vienna, the Moosbierbaum oil refinary
and rail yards at Maribor, Villach and Graz. Four bombers and three

fighters were lost.

15 February. Eleven hundred thirty-seven escorted Hth Air Force
heavy bombers were airborne to attack rail yards at Dresden and Kottbus
and a synthetic oil plant at Magdeburg. Two enemy planes were destroyed;
1l bombers and nine fighters are missing.

Rail stations and rail yards at Vienna and oil refineries in Austria
were attacked by 713 escorted 15th Adr Force bombers with 1,356 tons of

bombs, Two bombers and cne fighter are missing,
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EUROFEAN THEATER 08D letter, Muy 3, 1872

B maoiAR 141973

1l February. During the 2l=hour period ending at sunset, the Tactical

AMr Forces flew 5,1L0 sorties. The principal targets were five communication
centers, four key railroad bridges and rail lines, airfields, rocket sites
and defended areas in Holland, northwestern and western Germany. Eight
enemy planes were destroyed; we lost 15 bombers and 39 fighters.

During the 2l-hours to 0600, four rockets and two flying bombs fell
in Antwerp. Six rockets and 38 flying bombs were reported to have landed
in scattered areas behind the front.

15 February. During the 2L-hour period ending at 0600, eleven rockets
fell in England.

By noon, troops of the First Canadian Army landed on Schouwen Island
but were forced to withdraw by heavy fire. The II Canadian Corps advanced
along the Fhine to a point opposite Emmerich. The XXX British Corps ad-
vanced only half a mile east of the Reichswald but pushed ahead nearly two
miles southwest of the forest.

On the Seventh Army front, troops of our XV Corps gained limited
objectives along a four-mile front east of Sarreguemines. There was no

substantial change on the remainder of the front.

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

1 February. During the 2h-hour period ending at 1800, the Tactical
Air Force flew 337 sorties. One hundred thirteen medium bombers continued

the attacks on the Bremner rail line and 196 lighter planes hit other rail
lines in northern Italy. The port of San Remo was bombed by 15 fighters.
Two planes were lost during these operations.

BT Lan®

15 February. Activity on the Italian battlefront was confined te

PmgE

patrolling.
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DECLASSIFIED
UBD Letter, 5-3-72

ASTATIC THEATER

13 and 1l February., The 1lith Air Force flew 1l offensive sorties

egainst miscellaneous targets in enemy-occupied territory between the

Yangtze and Yellow Rivers.

1l February. A tank reconnaissance patrol advancing down the
Burma Read from Kutkai, encountered a Japanese armored column four
miles north of Hsenwi; we destroyed one medium tank, two tankettes
and other equipment. Local progress was made at several points by
British troops advancing towards the Irrawaddy River between Palkoli
and Yesagyo. Other British troops established new bridgeheads across

the Irrawaddy north and south of Pagan.
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DECLASSIPIED
UBD Letter, 5-3.78

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA

13 February. Among 191 previously unreported sorties flown in the
Southwest Pacific, 119 were by Sclomons-based aireraft attacking targets
on New Britain, New Ireland and Bougainville, Other planes attacked
enemy positions on Lugon in the Celebes and Halmahera and shipping in

the Makassar Straits.

1 February. Two hundred seventy sorties were flown. Scheduled
S5th Air Force missions against shipping off the China Coast and targets
on Bataan and Formosa were cancelled because of weather. Seventy heavy
bombers, escorted by 66 fighters, attacked Corregidor. Ninety-six light
bombers hit positions on southern Bataan., Three enemy planes were des-
troyed in a sweep over a northeastern Luzon airfield,

XIV Corps forces fighting in Manila made some progress towards the
walled city; other elements pushed east into the Marikina River Valley.
Units to the south repulsed a strong enemy attack east of Hicﬁuli'

Field and Canacac Bay at the tip of the Cavite Peninsula was secured,

XI Corps troops reduced all organiszed enemy resistance along the highway
crossing northern Bataan Peninsula and captured large quantities of
supplies. Other troops advancing down the east coast of the Bataan
Peninsula reached Balanga without encountering any resistance.

15 February. Elements of the XI Corps made a landing near Mariveles
in southern Bataan against light opposition.
BECLASSIRER
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\P“ DROLAERIPIED

0BD Letter, 5-3.78
EASTERN FRONT
15 February. In lower Silesia, Soviets gained nearly ten miles on

a 30-mile front. Their bridgehead over the Bober River was expanded
and the strongholds of Sorau, Scmmerfeld and Cruenberg were taken.
Northwest of Bromberg, the Soviets gained five miles capturing the
communications center of Chojnice. In East Prussia, the Red Army

advanced about six miles in the area south of Koenigsberg.
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THE -

13 February, During the night, 796 RAF heavy bombers attacked
Dresden, and 360 bombed a synthetic oil plant south of Leipzig. Ome
hundred thirteen Mosquitces participated and alsc made feint attacks,

while 71 others hit Magdeburg. Ten heavy bombers are missing.

The same night, 61 RAF heavy and medium bombers of the Strategic

Alr Force in Italy dropped 161 tons on rail yards at GOras,

14 February. Rall yards at Dresden, Chemitz and Magdeburg were
attacked by 1,120 heavy bombers of the 8th Air Force. One hundred
eighty-two others bombed a fuel depot at Duelmen and other. targets.
Escorting fighters claimed 20 enemy aircraft destroyed., Preliminary

reports indicate that 16 heavy bombers and eight fighters were lost.
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EUROPEAN THEATER @8D Letter, 5-3-78
13 February. The Tactical Air Forces flew 2,971 sorties and

dropped 807 tons of bombs, principally south of Kleve and on factories,

bridges and towns in the Pruem-Koblenz-Essen area. Three eneny aireraft
were destroyed; we lost 29 planes.

Durdng 2l hours ending at 0600, two rockets and five flying bombs
fell in Antwerp. Eight rockets and 19 flying bombs fell near the city.
Antiaireraft fire destroyed 16 other flying bombs.

1l February. During 2l hours ending at 0600, 16 rockets fell in
England,

By noon, the First Canadian Army had made local gains west and north
of Goch, completing the clearance of the Relchswald; numerous counter-
attacks were repulsed with heavy casualties to the enemy. Excellent close
support was rendered by fighter bombers. Our Third Army's XII Corps made
advances averaging a mile against stubborn resistance along a seven-mile
front north of Echternach.

The Roer River is still flooded to an average width of 300 yards,
but there has been a slight fall in water level,.

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER
13 February. The Tactical Air Force flew 866 sorties. Hail targets

along the BErenner Route, north of Udine, and near Erescia were attacked
by 132 medium bombers (shown on air map). Other planes attacked the
battle areas and supply dumps in the Po Valley. Five planes are misaing.
During 147 sorties, the Balkan Air Force attacked comminications in Yugo-
slavia, and Oreece-based planes bombed gun positions on Miles,

1l February. The 12th Air Force struck at commmnications in the Fifth
Army area and central Po Valley and along the Brenner line with 318 planas.

ROASSAD |
Ground activity was confined to patrolling. RO, 11682, Sec. HE) and KD) or (E)
2 OSD letter, May 3, 1872
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DECLASSIFIED
08D Letter, 5-3-73

ASIATIC THEATER

12 February. Forty-seven heavy bombers and 19 fighter bombers of
the Eastern Alr Command attacked gun positions in the Myimm area (where
British troops subsequently pushed a bridgehead across the Irrawaddy).
Fighters supported ground forces and attacked enemy positions on the
various Burma fronts and in the area south of the Allied advance between
the Irrawaddy and the Burma Road. Sorties totalled 2,622, of which A17
were tactical. TFive planes were lost, including two from the preceding

day's operations.

11 and 12 February. The lhth Air Force reported ten additional

sorties during which airfields were attacked at Sinyang and Ichang.

Four enemy planes were destroyed; we lost cne.
13 February. Four B-25's attacked a railroad foundry at Hsuchang.

Chinese troops advancing south on the Burma Road occupied Kutkai
without oppesition. Fighting continued in the Irrawaddy bridgeheads
north of Mandalay; a new crossing is being consolidated ten miles south
of Singu. West of Mandalay, Indian troops crossed the Irrawaddy and
established a bridgehead near Myinmi. Japanese unite still resisting
in the Kangaw area are now pocketed by a BEritish advance to the coastal

swamps of Yosanwin.
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F"  DRCLABEIFIED
OBD Letter, E-3-72

UT! LFIC

12 Pebruary. Of 149 previously unreported sorties, 86 were flown
by Solomons-based planes which bombed supply dumps on New Britain and
New Ireland and flew ground support missions over Bougainville. Most
of the remainder were over Luzons 24 Liberators bembed Corregidor; 12
medium bombers destroyed a bridge on the Santa Fe-Bayombong highway; and
fighters sank six supply barges off the east coast of Bataan,

13 Pebruary, During 174 sorties, 46 heavy bombers continued the
air attack on Corregidar, Others struck installations at Wewak on New
Guinea., A coastal vessel and four smaller ships were sunk in sweeps off
Luzon. Eight enemy planes were destroyed on a Formosa airfield and two
were shot down south of the Pescadores.

On Iuzon the XIV Corps was encountering vicious street fighting in
Manila and fired heawy artillery concentrations on Intramurcs, the main
enemy center of resistance, Contact was made with troops moving north
from Nichols Field. XI Corps troops moving south along the east coast
of Bataan Peninsula reached Abucay without contacting the enemy.

A report of airdrame status lists Mangaldan sirdrome complete, a
7,000-foot strip matted at Lingayen, and 6,000 feet completed at San
Marcelino.

“PACIFIC OCEAN AREA

12 and 13 February. Iwo Jima was struck by 59 bombers, Chichi Jima

by 12, and Haha Jima by 10, Thirty-cne fighters raided Babelthuap and Yap,

15 February, According to preliminary reparts, 21 B-29's of the XXI
Bomber Command struck the Mitsubishi aircraft engine plant at Nagoya, and
58 on the same mission bombed other targets.

DECLASSINED
ED. 11662 Soc. HE) and §D) or (B)
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PECLARBIFIED
QBD Letter, 6-8-T2

EASTERN FRONT

14 February, The Soviets in the Polish Corridor advanced closer
to Chojnice. To the southwest the by-passed fortress of Schneidemuehl
capitulated, Expanding both flanks of the Steinau salient, the Hed
Army took Sprottau on the north and Striegau on the south, meintaining
a 50-mile fronmt in the latter sector and threatening the complete en-
velopment of Breslau (according to the Germans, this has been accom-

plished).
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DECLABRIFIED
08D Lotter, 6-83-78

EUROPE AND THE MEDTTERRANEAN - STRATEGIC AR

A2 February. During the day weather kept all bombers grounded,
but late in the night sixty-eight FAF Mosquitoes attacked Stuttgart,
while 18 hit an oil refinery near Hannover and other targets in
Germany.

A3 February. Continuing bad weather grounded the 8th Air Force.

From Italy, 750 escorted 15th Air Force heavy bombers attacked
rail targets in Vienna, Zagreb, Maribor, Oraz and Pola, Eight bombars

and one fighter are missing,
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PEOLABSTFIED
M0 Letter, b-3-72

EUROFEAN THEATER
12 February. Weather during the day limited the entire air effort to

32 sorties, which were flomn by Tactical planes.

During the 2Li-hour period ending at 0600, one rocket and three flying
bombs fell in Antwerp, and one rocket fell nearby. One flying bomb struck
in Brussels. Thirty-four flying bombs were scattered behind the front,
and 32 more were destroyed by antiaireraft fire.

13 February. During the 2L-hour period ending at 0500, nine rockets
fell in England.

- The First Canadlian Army was continuing to press its attack against
strong resistance and by noon had cleared the Reichswald, except for small

pockets in the southeast corner. Advances of up to two miles were register-
ed along an irregular, curving front of 20 miles; Kleve was cleared. Four
strong counterattacks from the direction of Goch were repulsed without
loss of ground and with heavy casualties to the ememy. By breaching a dam
nerth of Kleve, the Germans caused floods which rendered portions of the
front impassable, except to amphibious wehicles.

On our Third Army front, the VIII Corpe toock Pruem; XII Corps made

local progress north of Echternach.

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

12 February. The Balkan Air Force flew 69 sorties, attacking rail-
roads and uildings in Yugoslavia. The Coastal Air Force in 57 sorties
hit road bridges and barracks in nortlwestern Italy.

13 February. Activity on the Italian battle front was confined to
patrolling. b
RO, 11652, 8cc. 3(E) and HD) or (5
2 ' 0ED Jetter, May :idm?'.'.
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SCLAGSIFIED
V8D Letter, 5-8-72

ASTIATIC THEATER

10 February. The Eastern Air Command reported an additional 158
fighter sorties, flown against enemy positions along the Irrawaddy

from Pakoklku to Singu.

1l February. Among 1,545 sorties, 768 of them tactical, was the
previously reported strike by heavy bombers on supply dumps near Hangoon.
Fighters contimued to attack enemy positions and dumps along the Irra-
waddy above and below Sagaing, and areas to the east.

11 and 12 February. The 1 th Air Force flew 39 previcusly unre-

ported offensive sorties sweeping railrcads and attacking airdromes in

the Hankow, Wochang, Nanking and Suchow areas. Four planes are missing.

12 February. Chinese patrols east of the Burma Road had moved
south to within five miles of Kutkal. From the Irrawaddy, British
patrols were 25 miles east of Twinnge. Neither encountered enemy.

In central Burma, British troops captured Singu; others advanced two
miles to the northeast, where they repulsed an attack. There were
further advances in the Yesagyo-Pakoklu area. To the southwest near
Pagan a Japanese attack was beaten off, and farther soutlmwest, Seikpyu
was cccupied. British in the Arakan area stopped an attack northeast
of Myebon.
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ECLABSIPTER
2l Lotter, b-8-T2

1l February. Of nearly 300 additional sorties, nearly half were
flomn by Solomons-based planes in attacks on New Ireland, New Britain
and Bougainville. The Celebes were swept by 87 light planes, while 49
heavy bombers struck Corregidor. Patrol bombers forced a coastal wessel
ashore near Hongkong, shot down a floatplane, sank a coastal vessel off
Cam Ranh Bay, and damaged three others to the north, One of our planes

is missing,

A2 February, Among 210 gortles, 20 heavy bombers again attacked
Corregidor, and 108 light bombers bombed and strafed targets in southern
Bataan, and sank 30 personnel- and supply-loaded barges from Manila, A&
patrol B-24 sank a transport near Amoy.

The Japanese at Manila had been forced into that portion of the
city south of the Pasig Fiver and fronting on Manila Bay, comprising
principally the dock area and the walled city. Neilson Field was secured,
Michols Field was captured against strong resistance but was still re-
ceiving artillery fire from Fort MeKinley. Other troops occupled Cavite
against moderate resistance, Extensive patrolling by the I Corps in
central Luzon resulted in enly minor contacts. The XT Corps reduced

several strongpoints on northern Bataan,

EACIFIC OCEAN AREA
10 and 1] February, Forty-eight heavy bombers of the 7th Air Force

attackced airfields on Iwo Jima, Their aescorts ;hat down two fighters,
DECLASSED
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EASTERN FRONT

13 February. Soviet progress north of Bromberg continued to
within four miles of Chojnice. The drive west of encircled Steinau
expanded to a 40-mile front that surrounded Glogau and gained a
maximum of 35 miles., East of Lake Balaton erman troops made a

alight advance.
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OBD Letter, 5-3-72

EURQPE AND THE MEDITERRANEAN - STRATEGIC AIR

1l February. The RAF was grounded,
A2 February. Bad weather necessitated cancellation of 8th Air Force

operations.
Heavy and medium bombers of the Strategic Air Forces in Italy dropped

210 tons on the west railyard at Verona.
EUROPEAN THEATER

1l February. The Tactical Air Force flew 1,908 sorties, Bombers
and fighters attacked rail yards, bridges and commmication centers over
& wide area of western Germany, dropping 760 tons of bombs, (ne enemy
plane was shot down; we lost nine,

During the 24-hour period ending at 0600, four flying bombs fell in
Antwerp; 35 flylng bombs fell in areas adjacent to the eity. Antiaircraft

fire destroyed 41 additional bombs.

42 February. During the 24 hours ending at 0600, seven rockets fell
in England.

Early reports indicate that bad weather grounded the principal
components of the Tactical Air Forces.

The Canadian Army was still fighting in Kleve as of noon. Nerth of
the town it advanced one mile east, while to the south it held most of
Reichswald Forest following a two mile gain.

The Roer River has risen to & ten-foot stage and & maximum width

of about 700 yards between Dueren and Linnich,

DECLASSIFIED
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DECLASSIFIED
88D Letter, 5-3-T2

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

11 February. Cuneo, in northwestern Italy, was struck by 23
fighters during 52 sorties flown by the Coastal Air Force. The Balkan

Alr Force was virtually grounded.

12 February. The Tactical Air Force flew 208 sorties, primarily
against lines of commmnication in the central Fo Valley and bridges
en the Brenner Route. Four enemy alrcraft were destroyed; we lost

one .

Heavy mortar fire forced us to make a one-mile withdrawal of our

salient east of the Serchio River Valley.
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: DECLASSIFIED
UBD Letter, 5-3-72

ASIATIC THEATER
10 February. The Eastern Alr Command flew 1,994 scorties, of which
449 were tactieal. COround troops were supported, and bridges, dumps and

communications in central and southern Burma were attacked. We lost

three planes,

11 February, Eighty escorted H-'m;f.'ﬂ, in an attack coordinated with
the previously reported B-29 strike, dropped 260 tons of bombs on supply
dumps at Rangoon. BEight other heavy bombers attacked a railroad bridge
at Chumphon on the Kra Isthmus., During these attacks we destroyed three
intercepting fighters.

Liberators of the lith Air Force sank two ships and hit a third off
the southern French Indo-China coast, while medium bombers destroyed a
railroad bridge at Kuchen, on the Nanking-Suchow railread, during 27
sorties. One heavy bomber is missing.

The Chinese consolidated positions in the area east of the Burma Hoad
30 miles below Wanting; they prepared to cross the Nam Hkal River. Farther
southwest they had patrols 26 miles northwest of Lashio. British troops
crossed the Shweli River to occupy Myitson and, to the southwest, advanced
east to & point 19 miles east of Twinnge. Advance Allied elements pushed
to the Irrawaddy River opposite Chauk. In the Arakan area, British troops
advancing southeast bypassed enemy positions northeast of lMyebon Peninsula,
reaching & point 16 miles due east of the Peninsula. On Ramree Island,
only small groups attempting to escape to the mainland were encountered,

In China, Japanese were reported holding the road from Kukong to

Kanchow, T
B.O. 11662 B 3(E) nad 5D) or (B)
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DECLABSIFIED
)8D Letter, B-3-78

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA

10 February. Among 1,50 previously unreported sorties, including
110 by Soclomons-based planes, were 236 by heavy, light and dive bombers
which caused heavy destruction in southern Bataan; about 30 more B=2Li's

struck gun positions on Corregider.

11 February. Over 100 dive bombers supported ground forces near
Manila and attacked barracks and headquarters in the Baguioc area;
nearly 130 heavy and light bombers again struck southern Bataan;
45 B-2l's struck at gun positions on Corregidor. Two ships were damaged

off Formosa. Reported sorties totalled 339.

Strong reconnaissance patrols of our I Corps, probing northeast
and southeast from the Bongabon area, advanced to within four miles of
Baler Bay and reached the eastern Luzon coast at Dingalan Bay. Heavy
fighting contimued at Nichols Field and in the southern district of

Manila.

DECLASSIND
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I'PCLASEITIED
UBD Letter, 6-3=-T83

EASTERN FRONT

12 February. North of Bromberg the Soviets made a ten-mile advance
on a 50-mile front and eliminated a small German salient west of
Schneidemiehl. West of Steinau, they climsxed a 20-mile pain with the
capture of Bunzlan, and in Polish Silesia they took Bielsko. The Red

Army announced that organized resistance in Budapest is at an end.

BECLASSFED
g EO. 11662, Sec. 3(E) and &) or (E)

OED letter, May 3, 1672
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DECLABBIFIED
08D Letter, 5-3-73

EUROPE AND THE MEDITERRANEAN - STRATEGIC ATR

10 February. Seventy-eight RAF Mosquitoes bombed Hannover, and

11 bombed Essen.

One hundred forty escorted Bth Air Force heavy bombers (previously
reported as dispatched for Munster and Ijmuiden) struck oll depots at

Duelmen .,

1l February. One hundred twenty-seven escorted 8th Air Force heavy
bombers were alrborne to attack an oil depot at Duelmen, OSweeps were
carried out over the Cologne-Neuss-Kassel area by 153 Bth Alr Force

fighters; two are missing.

In Italy, 15th Air Force operations were cancelled because of

wea ther.

LT g )
EO. 11852, Boc. XE) and KD) or (B)
08D letter, May 8 1872
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DECLAESIFIED
08D Letter, 6-3-72

EUROPRAN THEATER

10 February. During 2,059 sorties, the Tactical Air Forces attacked
communication centers, transport depots, rail and road bridges, and
rocket-launching sites all along the front, dropping nearly 1,000 tons of
bombs., Fighters flew support and rail interdiction missions, particularly
in the zone of the Canadian Army. Twenty-three planes are missing.

During the 24-hour period ending at 0600, four flying bombs fell in
Antwerp; four rockets and 40 flylng bombs fell in scattered areas near

the city. Antiaireraft fire destroyed 37 additional flying bombs,

4l February. During the 24 hours ending at 0600, 12 rockets fell
in England,

Up to noon, the Canadian Amy's advance continued northwest and
southwest of Cleve despite stiffening enemy resistance and difficult
terrain. The clearing of Cleve continued and gains of over a mile were
made through the Reichswald Forest.

Nertheast of Menschau, owr V Corps advanced cne mile to the Roer
River. This eliminated all organized resistance in our First Army
sector west of the Roer. The VIII Corps entered Pruem., Our VI Corps
was forced from some positions in localized action near Bischwiller,

On the Luxembourg-German border, the XII Corps gained nearly a mile in

each of two bridgeheads across the Sauer River.

EO. 11662, Bec. 3(E) and B(D) or (E)

OSD letter, May 8, 1972
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NEOLASSIFIED
J8D Letter, 6-8-78

ITER AN

10 February. The Belkan Air Force flew 117 sorties, attacking gun
positions on Lussin Island, and dock areas, railroads and ground

support targets in Yugoslavia,

1l February. The Tactlical Air Force flew 425 sorties, principally
against lines of communication in northern Italy. In these attacks

three bridges were destroyed and rail lines cut in nearly 60 places.

Our Fifth Army repulsed two small counterattacks in the Serchio
Valley but was forced to make a slight withdrawal on the Ligurian

coast,

BERLASSI
R.6. 11652, Boc. 3E) and 6(D) or (&)
08D lotter, May 38, 1572

w 95 s ouMAR ] 4 1973




DECLAEEIFIED
OBD Letter, E-3-T2

ASIATIC THEATER

9 February. The Eastern Air Command flew 2,070 sorties, of which
516 were tactical. Sixteen heavy bombers attacked docks and warehouses
on the Pakchan River (Kra Isthmus), and 18 others struck bridges on the
Banghkok-Moulmein railroad. Lighter planes, in addition to supporting
ground troops, attacked communications, dumps and airdromes in central

and southern Burma. We lost three planes,

10 February. In a surprise daylight attack on the Tsingtao air-
drome on the Yellow Sea Coast, 13 fighters of the lith Air Force
destroyed 46 enemy aircraft and damaged 52 others; in addition, they
claimed ten locomotives destroyed on rail lines to the west. Eight
other fighters attacked rail yards and an airdrome near Kaifeng, claim-

ing three locomotives and one plane.

Southwest of Wanting, Chinese troops moved six miles east of the
Burma Road without opposition, thereby clearing the road from Wenting

to a point 40 miles southwest., Ramree town was occupled,

DR ASTAED
EO. 11662, Bec. HE) and 5D) or (K)

OSD lotter, May 3, 1972

W 98 s nMAR 41079
——



[

A

L

lea

““ah;"m-‘mum ————
J:nm AR 141973 (qmarh

HAIFENG,

WAMKIHE .

i .
CENTRAL WESTERN PACIFIC
v . s e 4 .
= | - -t
[
e INOD J MK
] » Hasees |
‘uSrmama & akat, -
i
l;ih—l L ey
Finm |
Pk LI TR
) a. |
Pk &L ) " u
e '.'f . Junspe o
= . i E 3 g %
r . :
& Eapingesmrangi | !;
w"‘g‘ S. . WEW IRELAND e
'."* l.'l.
HEw i,rrgrn
. '*ﬁ 5
i AN
B L 3 - R »
irbhod. . HEa ) Tl

AR-RETER-LE0




DECLARSTFITS
) OBD Lettor, £-3-78
SOUTHNEST PACLFIC AREL
9 Fghruary. During more than 300 previously unreported sorties,
Lib 1ight planes bombed and strafed southern Bataan, and about 70 heavy
bombera struck at Correglgor gun positions, Patrol bombers sank &
destroyer off Formosa. Owver 60 planes attasked targets on New Ireland

and New Britain.

10 February. Eighty-two dive bombers attacked pm positions and
troop concentmtlons northeast of Manlla, and 42 heavy bombers struck
Corregldor. Heavy bombers on patrol near Formosa ssnk & coastal vessel
and shot down one enemy fighter. A total of 158 sortles wes reported

for the day.

Our I Corps continued to attack along the Villa Verde trall, six
miles northesat of San Nicolas, Southeast of Bongabon, we pushed forward
rapldly and reached a point cnly seven miles from Dingalsn Bay. Heawvy
fighting continued in Manila, ancther crossing of the Pasig River being
made near Makatl, an eastern suburb., (n northern Batasn we wers engaged
in the reduction of numerous cawes and mderground fortifications sewven

miles sast of Olongapo.

EACIFIC OCEAN AFEA

10 February. Additional reports on the XXI Bosber Comsand attack of
10 February indicate that Bf B-25's hit the Nakajima Alrcraft Factory at
Ota, and 13 tombed sscondary targeta, We shot down 20 (probably 39) enamy
sircraft and loat five B=29's to enesmy action.

12 February. Nineteen B-29's of the IXT mugmq?nd struck henvy

g poaitions on Iwo Jima, 2.0, 11688, Bee. ME) snd BT er (K
3 OBD Jettar, Muy
MAR 14 1973
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DECLABSIFIED
08D Letter, 6-3-72

N _FRO|

1l February. Despite counterattacks, Soviet troops further
reduced the East Prussian pocket. Northwest of Schmeidemuehl, they
gained up to 20 miles, capturing Maerkisch Friedland, Breaking out
of its Steinau bridgehead on a 25-mile front, the Red Army tock
Liegnitsz during an advance of 20 miles, In Silesia, Soviets continued
to move toward Blelsko. OGermans in Yugoslavia captured Virovitica
and reduced by about five miles the Soviet bridgehead over the Drava

River.

DECLASSTIED
B0, 11667 Bac, 3 E) and 5D or (E)

USDY Jetter, May 37 1972
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EUROPE AND THE MEDITERHANEAN - STRATEGIC AIR

EO. 11662 Bec. 3(E) and HD) or (=)
08D letter, May 3, 1672

By J8, MMB

9 February. RAF offensive operations were cancelled because of

weathar.

10 February. The weather in Italy grounded the 15th Alr Force,
except for 22 planes which flew supplies to Yugoslavia, while a comminique
from Burope indicated the Oth Air Force sent out only 150 bombers, which

attacked near Munster and Ijmuiden.

EUROPEAN THEATER

9 February. Flying 2,3l1 sorties, Tactical planes dropped over
1,020 tons of bombs on rail bridges, communication centers, and cther
targets along the front from Alsace to Holland. Four enemy aircraft were
ghot down; we lost seven.

During the 2l-hour period ending at 0600, one rocket fell in Antwerp;
four rockets and 38 flying bombs fell near the city. Twenty-seven other
flying bombs were shot down by antiaircraft fire,

10 February. During the 2L-hour period ending at 0800, eight rockets
fell in England.

By noon, the Canadian Army's attacks east and southeast of Nijmegen
had carried forward into Cleve. To the northwest of this point the Rhine
was reached and, to the southwest,; half of Reichswald Forest was in Allied
hands. Progress was hampered by extremely difficult gmng_w igns. s

Northeast of Monschau, our V Corps troops of cne of the

simportant—Heer dam§., North and southwest of Fruem cur VIII Corps made
limited advances despite strong resistance and thawing roads. On the
Luxembourg-Jerman border cur bridgeheads across the Cur and Sauer Rivers

were further extended. Mopping-up contimied in southern Alsace.




——

DECLASEIFIED
08D Letter, 5-3-72

MEDTT :RRANEAN THEATER

9 February, The Coastal and Balkan Alr Farces flew 188 sorties,
attacking a factory and an enemy headquarters in northwestern Italy,

and rail installations and motor transport in Yuposlavia,

10 February, The Tactical Air Force flew 673 sorties, In addition
to supporting ground treops, bombers and fiphters dropped over 180 tons
on bridges and lines of communication in northern ITtaly; two bridges

were destroyed. We lost three planes.

Fifth Army troops met stiff resistance to their attacks in the
Serchio Valley. On the Ligurian coast, limited objective attacks were

contlnued. Very bad weather hampered all cperations,

DECLASSIFIED
E0O. 11662, Bec. NE) a8 51 4= ()

0SD letter, Moy §, 7470

r. 3B seesndAR 141973
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PROLASSIFIED
0D Letter, 5-3-72

ASIATIC THEATER

8 February. The Eastern Air Command reported 2,530 sorties, of
which TLO8 were tactical. Liberators dropped 192 tons of bombs on
dumps and troop positions north of Chauk and 185 tons on Yenangyaung.
Lighter planes ;rr:apped 80 tons on enemy positions at Sinpgu; other air-
craft supported ground troops and attacked bridges and river craft in

cantral Burme. We lost four planes.

§ February. During 2l offensive sorties the 1llth Air Force knocked

out a rail bridge north of Changsha.

11 Fehmazh{. Fifty-nine B=20's of the XX Bomber Cormand were

airborne to attack supply dumps north of Hangoon.

§ February. Mopping-up of Japanese elements remaining nerth of the
Irrawaddy between Sagaing and Yesagyo contimued. To the southwest,
British troops advanced to within three miles of Seikpyu, across the
Irrawaddy from Chauk. British troops northeast of lyebon effected a
Junction with forces from the north. A raiding party which landed on

the mainland east of Ramree Island encountered contimuous opposition.

£0. 11662, Bec. #E) and HD) of =
GSD latter, May &, 1072
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DECLASSIFIED
g8D0 Letter, 5-35-72

SOQUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA

B February. Two hundred 8lxty previously unreported sorties were
flown, ineluding nearly 100 by Solomons-based planes, Heavy bombers
struck Mariveles with 56 tons, and 64 light bombers hit pun positions

in the same genaral area, Six enemy planes were destroyed during the

day,

9 February., During 121 sorties, 46 B-24's attacked gun positions
on Corregider, and 38 dive-bombers struck enemy installations at Baguio.

A small freighter was sunk near Formosa,

I Corps troops, advancing southeast frem Bongabon, reached to within
20 miles of Dingalan Bay, on the east coast of Lugon. In Manila, XIV
CGorps units, despite stiff resistance and heavy artillery and mortar
concentrations, continued to expand their bridgehead south of the Pasig
River. An amphibious landing on Provisor Island, in the Pasip River at

Manila, met stiff resistance,

BECLASSTIED
EO. 116562, Sec. 3E) and D) or (B)

OED letter, May
e WAR 14 1973
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DECLABEIFIED
UBD Letter, 6-3-73

PACIFIC OCEAN AHEA

8 FPebruary. Thirty heavy bombers struck airfields on Iwo Jima,

g and 9 Febryary, Babaslthuap was the target of 32 fipghters; 15

others attacked Yap.

DECLASSIFY
E.O. 11662, Bec. 3(E) and 6(D) or (E)
08D letter, May 3, 1972
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DIECLABEIFIED

EASTERI FRONT

10 February, Soviet troops captured Elbing, which had previously
been surrcunded. Mthough fighting was heavy in numerous sectors, the
only gain reported by the Soviets was one of eilght miles on the front
north of Schneidemuehl., The Cermans, however, reported s Hed Army
+

penetration 20 miles west of Steinam, and ancther in Upper 3ilesia to

Bielsko.

BB, 11662, Bec. HE) and &D) or (E)
05D letter, May 3, 1072
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REIFIEN
r, b=3-T8
WESTER HEWISFHERE
i Fobruary . Six B=2li's bombed the Kntaoka naval base, Shumoahu.

EUROFE AND THE MEDITERRANEAN - STRATEGIC AIR

8 Febwunry. Each of 15 FAF teavy bombers dropped & six-ton bomb
on boat pens ot Ijemiden. That night 609 heavy bombars attacked synthetis
odl plants at Poelits and Wanne Eickel, and railyards in the Krefeld area.
Elsenhera forty-seven Mosquitces attacked Berlin, and mines were laid

of f Swinemuinde. Eleven bosbars are nissing.

In Italy, heavy and medium bombers of the 15th Air Force and HAF

dropped 711 tons of high explosives on the Verona railyards.

9 Fobruary. The Oth Air Fores dispatched 1,300 heavy bombors to
strike three viaduots botween the Ruhr and Rannover; o synthetic eil
plant near Loipsig; & fuel dump and rail yards near Minster; and a
oynthetic cil plant and rail yards at Magdsturg. Escorting fightars
clain Gl spesmy aireraft destroyed; we lost 19 bombers and three [ighters.

Heavy bombars of the 15th Air Foroe dropped &3 tons on an oil
refinery near Vienna and railyards at Oras.

FRS

ED. 1188% Bec. KE} and ETH or (0
OED letier, May 5, 1072
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8D Lettor, 5-8-78

EUROFEAN THEATER

g February, Attacking behind the battlefront from Holland to
southem Alsace, the Tactical Air Forces flew 3,989 sorties, lore than
2,200 tons of bombs were dropped on defended areas, communication
centers, bridges and transportation. Five bridges, 78 locomotiwves, and
over BOO railroad cars, motor transport and armored wvehicles were claimed
destroyed, as well as 17 enemy planes; we lost 22 planes,

During the 24-hour pericd ending at 0600, five flying bombs fell in
Antwerp and 21 in scattersd areas outside the city. Antisireraft fire

destroyed 30 other missiles in the air,

9 February. During the 24{-hour period ending at 0500, ten rockets

fell in the Essex and London areas,

By noon the Canadian Army's attack east and southeast of Nijmegen
had gained four miles on a seven-wmile front, reaching to within three
miles of the communication centor of Cleve. Resistance was reported
light, but the advance was hampered by terrain and mines.

North of the Urft Dam, our V Corps advanced. BEast and southeast of
St. Vith, the VIII Corps gained a mile on a 15-mile front and reached to
within 2,000 yards of Pruem. On the Luxembourg-Cerman border we expanded
our bridgeheads across the Cur and Sauer Rivers, OQur VI Corps made slow
progress along the Ehine east of Bischweiler. HResistance to all these
advances was heavy,

The reduction of the Colmar pocket was cdmp.lnt.ud except for minor

WIPgIE 1 BELASSRD _
2 B.O. 11663, Boc: (E) and KD or (E).

08D letter, May 8 1872
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PECLASSIFIED
psD Letter, 5-8-78

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

8 February. GCoastal Air Force planes, during 63 sorties, attacked
factories in northwestern Italy and shipping in the northeast Adriatic.

The Balkan Air Force flew 117 sorties against targets in Yugoslavia.

g Fe . Most of 135 sorties reported by the Tactical Air
Force were armed reconnalssance missions over the central Fo Valley.

We lost two planes.

OQur #ifth Army repulsed two counterattacks of company strength

in the Serchio Valley and made limited objective attacks along the

Ligurian coast.

1662, Bec
m:mw,wwmﬁﬁ
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DECLABETFIFD
08D Letter, b-3-77

ASIATIC THEATER

7 February. The Eastern Alr Cosmand reported 2,532 sorties, of
which 625 were tactical. Bombars destroyed at least two bridges betwsen
Bangkek and Woulmein and another betwesen Heho and Thazi. In addition
to mupporting ground troops, other planes attacked airfislds, supply

areas and lines of communication. We leet three planss,

S February. The Lith Alr Foree flew 51 offensive sorties. These
ware mainly concentrated on railroads in the Canton-Henkow sorrider but
ranged an far as Peking and Teinan. Twe rail bridges were knocled out

south of Changsha. We destroyed two enesmy alreraft and lost two.

British foroes west of the Irrawaddy mads further gains. Troops
on Anmres Island advanced south of Yanbauk Chaung on their right, and

reached the ocutakirts of Ramres town on their e ft.

i
ulultlgm-.m'm
OED lotter, May 2, 1478
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DECLASSIFTER
08D Letter, 5-3-78

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AHEA

7 February. Solomons-based planes flew 10 sorties, attacking

targets on Bougainville, New Britain and New Ireland.

8 February. During 112 sorties, flown principally over the
Philippines and the Netherland Indies, 27 B-2l's attacked airfields near
Balikpapan, and, on Luszon, 35 dive-bombers struck San Fernande and

bivouacs north of Rosario.

I Corps troops on Luzon completed the capture of Lupaoc and cecupied
Bongabon, 17 miles scutheast of Munoz. In Manila, despite heavy enemy
fire, the XIV Corps expanded its bridgehead south of the Pasig River to
an area 1,500 yards deep bty 2,000 yards wide. Eighth Army troops con-
tinued to reduce Japanese bunkers on Nichols Field. MNorth of Bataan,

the XI Corps attacked organized positions four miles east of ﬂlaﬂgu.p;ﬂ.
Curmilative enemy casuelties on Leyte are 73,527 ldlled, 58l captured.

PACIFIC OCEAN AREA

§ February. Seventeen B-2l's struck Iwo Jima; eight others stiruck
Haha Jima and Woleal. Eighteen lighter planes attacked Ponape.

10 Pebruary. Eighty-nine B-29's of the XXI Bomber Command struck
an aircraft assembly plant at Ota, and six struck the Tokyo dock area.

BECLASTE
ES. 11652 Sec. H(E) and 5D) or (B)
Dﬂnhﬂ-.l-urn.i_n:
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i CLASETPTED
98D Letter, F-3-78

EASTERN FRONT

§ February. By surrounding Elbing and registering pains against
the German pocket to the east, the Red Army strengthened its corrider
to the Baltic Sea. The advance toward Stettin continues, progress up
to 10 miles being reported. Considerable action was reported in the
Breslan sector. East of Lake Balaton the Soviets advanced some 10

miles.

UMD

EO. 1166L Sec 3

I 05D letter, May Hm‘zl ,‘ 19?3
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UECLAGEIFIED
J8D Lotter, F-3-723

EURCPE AND THE MEDITERRANEAN - STRATEGIC AIR

T Februa;r;:. Seventy-five RAF heavy bombers attacked a synthetic
oil plant at Wanne Eickel. During the night, 7L3 heavy bombers struck
Goch and Cleve, and 177 cthers bombed the Dortmund-Ems Canal. Thirty-
seven Mosquitoes participated in these attacks while 99 raided several
cities in Germany. Twenty-nine heavy bombers mined Kiel Harbor. Two

enemy planes were destroyed. Ten heavy bombers and three Losquitces are

missing.

§ February. Five hundred fourteen escorted heavy bombers of the
15th Air Force attacked targets in Austria; 1,020 tons were dropped on
two Vienna railyards and 53 tons on railyards at Oraz. Two enemy planes

were shot down. Two bombers and three fighters are nissing.

The 8th Air Force was grounded by weather.

TECLASIAED

EO. 11652 Bec. 3(E) and HD) or =
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DECLASSIFIED
08D Letter, 5-8-72
EUROPEAN THEATER

1 February. Weather limited the Tactical Air Forces to 96 sorties.

The RAF attacks on Goch and Cleve (reported on page 1) contributed to

the preparation for the Canadian Army's attack in the Nijmegen area.

Daring the 2l-hour period ending at 0600, five flying bombs fell in
Antwerp; 1l rockets and 43 flying bombs fell in scattered areas outside

the city.

§ February. During the 2l-hour period ending at 0600, six rockets
fell in England.

The Hritish XXX Corps of the Canadian Army attacked on a four-divi-
sion front southeast of Nijmegen toward the Reichswald Forest. Reports

as of noon indicated satisfactory progress.

The First US Arry made limited gains in the scutheastern part of
Hurtgen Forest, in the vicinity of Schmidt. Advances in the direction
of Pruem by the Third Army's VIII Corps extended aleng an eight-mile front,
amounting to two miles in some sectors. North of Echternmach the XIT
Corps met stiff resistance in attempting to enlarge its Sauer River

bridgehead and repulsed a tank-supported counterattack.

In southern Alsace, mopping-up continued in the Vosges. American and
French troops advanced rapidly eastward along the whole line from Mulhouse
to Neuf-Brisach and secured the west bank of the Rhine to a point 1l miles
below the latter town. This confined the German® in a pocket aboWit eight

miles long by four miles wide.
Lialieds]
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MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

7 February. Flying 1L6 sorties, Coastal and Balkan Air Force planes

attacked harbor facilities and comminications in Yuposlavia and northern

Italy. Three planes were lost.

§ February. Preliminary reports indicate the Tactical Air Forces
flew 1,137 sorties. Continuing the destruction of commnications, they
dropped 250 tons of bombs on rail bridges and rail yards in northern
Italy, principally dlong the Brenner Route. Fighters pave support to

ground troops. We lost 11 planes.

A Fifth Army attack made limited gains along the Lipurian coast.
We advanced slightly in the Serchic Valley and repulsed a small counter-

attack cn the slopes to the east.

BECLASTIRED
B.O. 11862, Sec. S(E) and H{D) or (E)

3 OSD letter, May 8, 1972
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DECLABSIFIED
USD Lsiter, H-3-T3

ASIATIC THEATER

5 February. The Eastern Air Command flew 863 sorties in addition to

those previously reported.

6 February. During 2,078 sorties by the Eastern Air Command, of
which 713 were tactical, ground forces were supported in the Myebon and
Singu areas; 150 tons of bombs were dropped on gun positions and supply
dumps near Lashio; railroads and Irrawaddy river traffic were attacked.

Two of our fighters were lost.

7 February. The 1ith Air Force flew 60 sorties against rail and
river communications in southwestern and central China, destroying a
bridge at Hengshan, a 200-foot punboat on the Yangtze, and two enemy air-

craft. One plane was lost.

East of Twinnge the British advanced six miles against light enemy
reaction. MNorth of the Chindwin-Irrawaddy confluence, Yesagyo was occu-
pled without opposition; other British troops were 12 miles to the south-
west. Two othear columms west of the Irrawaddy, driving south, reached
positions 17 miles southwest of Pagan and 25 miles south of Pauk, re-
spectively. In the Arakan area, troops from the Lemro River moved 12
miles farther scutheast against slight enemy resistance, while troops in
the Myebon area advanced two miles toward a junction with the forces to
the north.

5 February. In China, the Japanese had advanced ten miles nertheast

from Namyung, toward Hsincheng, where there is an evacuated airfield.

ausre
E6. 11663, Bec, E) and KD} o (W)

4 08D letter, May 3, 1872
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DECLASSIFTER
OBD Letter, F-3-73

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA

6 and 7 February. Four hundred fifty-six previously unreported sor-

ties were flown, including 122 by Solomons-based aireraft. About 100
light bombers supported our ground forces south of Manila and struck enemy
positions on high ground west of Clark Field. One B-2L group bombed enemy
concentrations on northern Cebu, 3L B-2li's hit targets on northern Bormeo,
and 75 light bombers attacked Fabrica airdrome on Negros. Throughout the
area, seven eneny planes, a submarine, two coastal vessels and a picket

boat were desstroyed.

7 February. I Corps troops on Luzon advanced against cpposition
northeast of Santa Maria; other units reached a point 12 miles north of
San Nicelas without contact. We took Sm Isidro, Munoz and Rizal, and
occupied three—quarters of Lupao. The XIV Corps, after crossing the
Pasig River at Malacanan Palace, engaged in heavy street fighting in the
heart of Manila. Nerth of Bataan, we further consolidated ocur Subic Bay-
Dinalupihan corridor. Eighth Army troops made progress against the

enemy entrenched on Nichols Field.

PACIFIC OCEAN AFREA

6 February. Thirty-nine B-2li's attacked Chichi Jima; nine Maripe

medinm bombers struck an airfield on Ponape and convoys in th& Bminu

2.0, 11652, Sec. 3(E) and 4D) or (B
OSD letter, May 8 1972 7




IECLABE IFIER
08D LetteT, 5-3-T2

EASTERN FRONT

§ February. No changes appeared on the front facing Berlin, but
on the northern flank of the salient the Soviet advance cut ocne of the
roads from Stettin to Schneidemuehl. They made esmall gains south of

Freslau and advanced 20 miles southwest of HKrakow.

BEGLASSIED
EO. 11662, Bec. ME) and KD) or (B)
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' PECLASEITIED
DED Letter, 6-5-72

WESTERN HEMISPHEHE

& February. Five heavy bombers attacked a naval base at Katacka,

on Shumishu Island, in the Kuriles.

EUROPE AND THE MEDITERRANEAN - STRATEGIC AIR

6 February. Weather forced abandonment of RAF bomber operations.
A final report indicates that only seven bombers and two fighters were
lost during the Leipzig-Magdeburg operations of the Oth Air Force (78

bombers and 23 fighters were at first uwnaccounted for).

1 February. A mission of 8th Air Force heavy bombers, dispatched
to attack targets on the Continent, was recalled because of route
weather.

Taking off from Italy, B15 heavy bombers of the 15th Air Force
attacked five refineries in the Vienna area, the Bratislava dock area,
Pola oil storage installations and Trieste Harbor. Thirty-five bombers

and one fighter were missing, but some of these were believed safe.

PSSP

E.O. 11682, 8ec. HE) and KD} or ()
1 OSD letter, May 3, 1672
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DECLASSIFIED

E.0. 11652, 3ec. 3(E) and (D) er (E)

OSD letter, May 3, 1872

6 February. The Tactical Adr Forces flew 2,548 sorties, of which

more than half were in armed reconnaissance and rail interdictien
missions over the battle area, northwestern Germany, and Holland.
Nearly 500 tons were dropped on communication centers and an ammmniticn
dump in the Cologne-Trier area. Sixty-one aireraft attacked rocket-
launching sites in Holland., We lost nine planes.

During the 2l-hour period ending at 0600, seven flying bombs fell
in Antwerp, and six rockets and 83 flying bombs fell in scattered areas

ocutside the city. One flying bomb fell near Liege.

1 February. During the 2i-hour period ending at 0600, eight rockets

fell in England.

Up to noon, our First and Third Armies advanced deeper into Germany
in attacks which ranged from the Hurtgen Forest to Trier. Northwest of
the Urft Dam the V Corps gained two miles. East and southeast of St.
Vith, the VIII Corps registered gains of over a mile on a 12-mile front.
East of Clervaux, the III Corps gained two miles and crossed the German
barder. To the socutheast, the XIT Corps crossed the Sasuer River against
moderate resistance,

In southern Alsace the reduction of the Colmar pocket was nearly
completed. Only scattered enemy remained in the Vosges; these were being
mopped up. Neuf-Brisach was taken and we crossed the Rhine-Rhone Canal
on a seven-mile front below this city. Although we took the westarn
approach to Hrelsach Bridge, the bridge itself was blown, and the enemy

were evacuating by ferry between Ereisach and Milhouss.
2 .




MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

6 February. The Tactical Air Force flew 83 previously unreported
sorties. Coastal and Balkan Air Force planes, among 106 sorties,
attacked targets in northern Yugoslavia and the Fo Valley and shipping
in the Adriatie, Fourteen Greece-based planes attacked gun positions

cn Milos,

1 February. Continuing to attack transport and commnication lines
in Po Valley and along the Brenner Route, the Tactical Air Forcae
destroyed six railroad bridges and blocked or damaged six more, He-

parted sorties totalled 732; three aircraft were lost,

The Fifth Army launched another minor attack east of the Bologna-
Florence higlway, but was stopped by heavy fire from infantry weapons.

Three minor enemy attacks east of the Serchic River were repulsed,

DECLASSFIED
E.O. 11659, Sec. 4(F) and KD} or (E)

08D letter, May 3, 1572
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EO. 11857, Sec. 3(E) nnd KD) or (B
ASTATIC THEATER 0OSD letter, May 3, 1072

LR e 141973

5 February. Preliminary reports of Eastern Air Command operations
cover TLS sorties, of which 345 were tactical. Forty-five B-2l's struck
storage areas at Madaya, ten miles north of Mandalay, and 28 damaged the
main bridge on the Burma-Siam railway 50 miles west of Bangkok, Opera-
tions of lighter aireraft in support of ground forces and against
comminications and airfields in central Burma included an attack by 36
B-25's on rail installations just south of Mandalay.

7 February. Revised reports of the XX Bomber Command attacks on
Saigon and Bangkok show that Ll 5-29's hit the naval yards at Saigon,
20 struck warehouses at Phnom-Penh (130 miles west of Saigon), 58
attacked a railrcad bridge at Bangkok, and three bombed other targets.

Hone were lost.

6 February. The lhith Air Force flew 55 offensive sorties destroying
seven enemy aircraft on airfields near Peking and sinking 3L craft on
the Mekong River, in socuthwestern China. Enemy concentrations were
bombed southwest of Haifeng.

Soutlwest of the Chindwin-Irrawaddy confluence, British troops
advanced another five miles soauth of Pauk and eontinued to close in on
Pakoldou from the west. In the Arakan area, troops advancing south from
the Lemro River closed to within fiwve miles of those from the Yyebon
Peninsula. On Ramree Island, British troops gained three miles on both
fronts. Stiff resistance was encountered near Ramree town.

1 February. Chungking announced the loss of Namyung and Kanchow,
together with their air bases.
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DECLASSIFIED
OBD Letter, 5-3-72

SCUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATER

5 and 6 February. Four hundred thirty-five previocusly unreported

sorties were flown, including 96 by Sclemons-based aircraft. Sixty

B-2L's continued the bombardment of Corregidor, and L6 others caused
explosions and fires among installations near Balikpapan, Borneo. 5ix
squadrons of light bombers supported our ground forces south of Manila;
other planes struck installations in the Cagayen Valley and swept
eastern Luzon. Smaller missions hit widespread targets in the Nether-
lands Indies and in the Formosa area. A coastal vessel was sunk and

two enemy planes were destroyed.

6 February. Our I Corps repulsed several small-scale c:uuntm:nttac]-:ja
in the Rosario sector, overran enemy positicns in the foothills north-
east of Santa Maria, and continued to attack Lupao and Munoz apainst
heavy opposition. The Balete Pass road, leading to the Cagayen Valley,
was cut 20 miles north of San Jose. :

House-to-house fighting continued in Manila north of the Pasig
River. The Novaliches Dam, northeast of Manila, which controls the city's
water supply, was secured. Our troops advancing from the south reached
the edge of Nichols Field.

PACIFIC OCEAN ARFA

5 February. Thirty B-2l's continued the daily attacks on Iwo Jima.
L through 6 February. Sixty-three aircraft hit targets in the

Palaus and on Yap. DECLASSIED
E0. 116562, Bec. (E) and B(D) or (E)

5 08D letter, M‘MR.T
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DECLABSIFIED
JED Letter, 5-3-782

EUROPE AND THE MeDITKHRAMEAN - STRATAEGIC AIR
Feb ¥. Sixty-three Mosquitoes raided Berlin; twelve others

attacked Magdebury and Wurzoure.

§ February. The 8th Air Force dispatched 1,380 heavy bombers
to attack synthetic oil plants in the Leipzip-tapgdebury area.
Because of overcast, 400 attacked Magdeburs rail yards and the
remainder hit numerous targets of opportunity. Seventy-eight bombers
and 23 fighters are missing, but many are believed safe on the

Continent.

The 15th Alr Force flew no offensive missions because of

weather.

BECLASRATD

EO. 11652, 8ec. 3E) and 5D ar (E)
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EUROPEAN THEATER

E Fﬂm. The Tactical Air Forces, restricted by weather, {lew
180 sorties. Night attacks were made on road and rail commnications
in the Euskirchen area and north of the Ruhr. Two planes are missing.

During the 2L-hour period ending at 0600, four flying bombs fell
in Antwerp; eleven rocketsand l1 flying bombs fell in scattered areas

cutside of the city. PFour flying bombs fell near Liege.

6 February. During the 2L-hour period ending at 0600, four
rockets fell in England. Including this report, a total of 313 rockets
have fallen in the London area and 330 elsewhere in England. Of the
resulting casualties, 1,681 were killed, 4,113 were sericusly wounded,

and 9,183 slightly wounded,

Up to noon, tha V Corpa of our First Army made limited gains to
the north and south of Schleidesn. The control station of Urft Dam
was taken intact. East and southeast of St. Vith, the Third Army's
VIII Corps advanced a little over a mile,.

In southern Alsace, American and French troops of the French First
Army broadened the corrider through the Colmar pocket and, driving to
the west, established contact at two points with French troops attack-

ing from the Vosges. East of the corridor, we contimued to close in on

Neuf-Brisach.
7 February. Occupation of Neuf-Brisach was reported in a
commnigue.

R T W
BO. 11652, Beé- X(B) and 5T) or {E)
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UEILAREITIED
OED Letter, B-3-T72

5 Februapy. The Balkan Mr Force, flyingp 119 sorties, attacked
rall yards, bridpes, transportation and snemy—occupled locallties Iin
Yogosalavia as wall as gun positions and amall shipping aloog the
Dnlmatian coast; Oreece=based alrcraft bombed gun pesitions on Milos.

Ons plare was lost,

b February. Tactical Afr Forces l‘ﬁp;:-l.-".'e'.- £B0 mortisa, Medium
bembers dropped 100 tons on rail bridpes and Installations along the
Erenner route. Flphters concentrated on supply dumps, gun poaltlons,
and communication lines in northern Ttaly. UWe destroyed three epnemy

aireraft; our losses ware four.

During the 24=hour period snding at 1500; ssotive patrolling was
reported by the British Elpghth Armay. A limlted-objective attack by
tha U5 Fifth Ay east of the Soloma-Florence highway made small
ghins against intense mortar and artillery fire, 1In the Searchio

Vallsy sector we moved forward a mile and a half.

bRl

RO, J180E Beo NE) and l:b‘_im
. May 4,.1872
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UEXCLABEIFIED
VED Letter, 6-3-72

AS C _THEAT kR

4 Tebruapry, The Eastern Alr Command flew 2,542 sorties, of
which 756 were tactical. Some 370 of these planes supported pround
operations, and attacked supply dumps and troop concentrations in
central Burma and on the Arakan front, Eleven vessels were sunk in

and south of t!!e_ Gulf of Martaban,

2 February, The lith Air Force reported only 11 of fensive
sorties,

The Burma Road had been cleared to a point 30 miles south of
Wanting,

In the Mendalay area, the British were within three miles of
Sagaing. The advance west of the confluence of the Chindwin and
Irrawaddy divers continued, Eritish troops approaching within six
miles of Pakokku. They moved up to the Irrawaddy north of Pagan,
and, west of the town, they advanced ten miles south on a broad front.

In China, the Japanese had made substantial strides toward
Eanchow, They were 18 miles away on the north, after an advance from
Sulchwan. Sixty miles southwest, they were attacking Namyung,

following an advance from Chihing, captured on 1 February,

7 Eebruary. Preliminary reports state that 63 B-29's of the XX
Bomber Command struck the Saigon Mavy Yard, 58 hit a Bangkok railroad

bridge, and four dropped their bombs on other targets,

ED. 11662 BSec. 3(E) and D) or (E)
By JBI j TN o T T —— .
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NEOLABSIFIED
1ED Lattar, 6-8-73

SOUTHNEST PACIFIC AREA

L and 5 February. Strikes on Corregidor by about 160 B-2i's and

on airfields near Balikpapan by L3 others were the most concentrated
efforts during 429 additional sorties. Lighter aircraft, in addition
to supporting ground troops on Luzon, destroyed seven barges cn the
Cagayan River. Small B-2l missions harassed enemy shipping in the
Formosa=Ryukyus area. DMNearly 100 planes attacked targets on New

Britain, New Ireland and Bougainville.

5 February. Our I Corps on Luzon was meeting stubborn resistance
in the hills north of San Rosario. The attack on Lupao contimued, and :
San Jose was secured. Troops attacking the isclated enemy arcund
Munoz made small pains against concrete emplacements. There was house-

to-house fighting in Manila,

PACIFIC OCEAN AREA

li February. Nine heavy bombers continued the neutralization of

Iwo Jima; ten others bombed Haha Jima.

BECLASSIFED

E6. 11662 Bee. 3(E) and HD) or =
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PECLASSIFIED
g8D Letter, 6-3-T2

& Februarv. The Red Army continued to reduce the German pocket

in East Prussia. Heaviest {ighting centered around Soviet efforts

to establish new bridgeheads and enlarpe existing ones alonp the

Redal
upper Oder River, the Germans reporting new Soviet bridgeheads near
Fuerstenbery, Neusatz and Ratibor, There was a five-mile gain in

the bridpehead southeast of Hreslau,

LECLASSFED

EO. 116562, Sec. HE) and 6D} or (E)
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DECLASSIFIED
PBD Letter, 6-3-72

EUROPE AND THE MEDITERRANEAN - STRATEGIC AIR

3 February. A special force of 1l RAF Liberators was dispatched
on anti-submarine patrel in the Baltic. Attacks were made on four

submarines, a destroyer and two other vessels northwest of Gdynia.

L February. Two hundred twenty-two RAF heavy bombers attacked
Bonn and 219 others struck benzol plants in the Oberhausen and
Gelsenkirchen areas; L0 Mosquitces alsc participated in these attacks.
Sixty-six other Mosquito bombers attacked Hannover, Dortmund and
Magdeburg. Twenty-seven heavy bombers laid mines off Helgoland and

in rivers in northwestern Germany. Three bombers are missing.

L and S February. Weather grounded the 8th Air Force.

5 February. Seven hundred forty escorted heavy bombers of the
15th Air Farce were dispatched to attack an oil plant and rail yard in
the Regensburg area, four rail yards in the Salszburg area, and ancther
at Treviso, in northeastern Italy. More than 1,450 tons of bombs were

dropped during these operations. Four bombers and four fighters are

missing.

5 gnd BD) oF =
EO. 11652, Bec. H:!“ e
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DECLABBIFIED
08D Letter, 5-3-72

EUROPEAN THEATER

L February. In the 2L-hour pericd ending at sunset, adverse
weather limited the Tactical Adir Forces to 617 sorties, mainly against
rail installations and traffic in Helland, northwestern Cermany, and
in the Alsatian area, Seven enemy planes were destroyed; we lost four.

During the 2L-hour peried to 0600, one rocket and five flying
bombs fell in Antwerp, and nine rockets and 70 flying bombs fell in

scattered areas outside the city. Ome flying bomb fell near Liege.

5 February. During the 2l-hour period to 0600, 1i rockets fell

in the London and Essex areas, causing extensive blast damage.

Up to noon cur First Army, attacking aleng a 15-mile front to the
sast and northeast of Monschau, gained up to two miles and reached the
western edge of the dam at the foot of the Urft Lake. The breaching of
this dam would flood the upper Hoer River Valley. East of 5t%. Vith,
the Third Army advanced ancther two miles into Cermany along a five-
mile front, arriving three miles from Frum.

In southern Alsace French troops driving north from Mulhouse
established contact at Rouffach with American troops attacking south
of Colmar, thersby cutting the enemy salient in half and lsclating the
German forces remaining in the Vosges. Other French troops, attacking
the western face of the salient in the Vosges mountains, gained over

two miles.

2 m“‘-lﬁraw?a =
= 98 sl AR 14 1973




DEOLABSIFIED
OBD lLatter, u-o- 12
ITERRANEAN THEATER
5 February. The Tactical Air Force flew same 378 sorties, chiefly

apainst rail and motor transport on the Fifth Army front, including 81

B-25's that attacked bridpes on the Brenner route. Ve lost two planes,

During the 24-~hour pericd ending at 1500, our Fifth Army troops
had made advances up to a mile along & five-mile front extending across
the Serchio River in the Gallicano area. Elsewhere along the Itallan

front there was active patrolling.

DECLASSIED
EO. 11652, Bec. $(E) aad 5D) or (B)

08D letter, May I AR73) 4 1973
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PECLASSIFIED

UED Lettor 3-73
ASIATIC THEATER
3 February. The Eastern Air Command flew 2,3L9 sorties, of which

660 were tactical. Sixty heavy bombers attacked rail targets on the
Kra Isthmus; eight others destroyed 19 warehouses south of Bangkok.
Lighter planes attacked enemy positions, dumps, communicatlions and air-

fialds throughout Burma. Two aircraft were lost.

L February. The lith Air Force flew 12 offensive sorties. S5ix
locomotives were destroyed in the rail yards at Sinyang. Japanese
headquarters and the airfield at Nanning were attacked and two B-2L's
mined the Yangtze River near Hankow.

South of Wanting, Chinese units crossed the Burma Read to the east
cn an eight-mile front in spite of continued resistance. Japanese
counterattacks in this area, and on troops south of the Shweli River,
were repulsed.

On the Irrawaddy front there was minor activity in the Sinpu bridge-
head where a squadron of British tanks is now cperating east of the river.
Allied patrols have penetrated to the river north of Pagan without
establishing contact.

On the Arakan front the British patrolled five miles farther east
of Minbya without enemy contact. Troops advancing to the south on Ramree
Island have penetrated to within seven miles of Ramree Town.

The first canvoy from India over the newly opened Ledo Road, which
crossed the Burma=China frontier at Wanting on 28 Jamuary, arrived at

Funming, China, on L February. : 0 P
o A e

RO. 11862, Sec. 3By and &(D) or (8)
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PECLASSIFIED
#8D Lotter, B-3-72

SOUTHNEST PACIFIC AREA

3 and L February. More than 250 additional unreported sorties were

flom. Thirty-six heavy bombers hit Corregidor and the Cavite area.

Navy dive bombers, in ground-support missions, assisted the rapid advance
on Lugzon. Patrol planes attacked shipping off Hongkonz and northern
Formosa and sank a coastal vessel near the Ryukyus. Solomons-based air-
craft flew more than 100 sorties against targets on New Britain and New
Ireland and in support of ground operations on Bougainville, during which

one fighter was lost.

L February. Additional elements of the XIV Corps had closed in on
the northern outskirts of Manila, capturing Bilibid Prisen and releasins
an additional 300 prisoners of war and about 550 more civilian internees.
In the north, on our eastern flank, elements of the I Corps launched an
attack on Lupao, secured the Lupao-San Jose highway, cut the main road
leading into Balete pass and the Cagayen Valley and, attacking San Jose
from the south, captwred three—quarters of the town against stiff re-
sistance. On northern Bataan elements of the XI Corps, driving east,
have established contact with the XIV Corps at Dinalupihan, In the south,
forward elements of the Eighth Army, after reaching Las Pinas on Manila
Bay some eight miles scuth of Manila against light resistance, drove
forward into the southern outskirts of the eity. Our total casualties
on Luzon to 3 February are: 1,359 killed, 4,507 wounded, 223 missing.
Enemy casualtlies are 15,520 killed, 207 captured.

i

E.0. 116562, Boc. 3(E) and 1) or (E)

5 OSD letter, May 3, 1872



™' WEOLASSIFIED
08D Lotter, £-3-T2

EASTERN FRONT

6 Febr r. North of Koenigsberg, the Red Army expanded its
holdings, but south of the city, the Cermans reestablished contact
with the main East Prussian pocket. Heavy fighting continued along
the northern frent, the Soviets gained an additional eleven miles
toward Derlin just north of Kuestrin and established a bridgehead
across the Oder River. Southeast of Frankfort, they advanced to the
Oder on & 30-mile front, Southwest of Budapest, the Red Armies

reduced the salient that the Cermans had driven to the Danube River,

BELASSED
EO. 11862, Bec. 4(E) und KD) or (B)

08D lotter, May 2, 1973

mw J5, MDM
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PECLASSIFIED
80 Latter, £-8-78

T
(T =

BUROPE ahy THe LEDOTTEHRANEAN — STRATROIC ATh

3 February, Thirty-five RAF heavy Lombers attacked midpet
submarine pens at Ijmuiden and near Hotterdam, That night, 319
heavy bombers attacked coking plants at Bottrop and Dortmund.
Seventy losquitoes jolned in these raids and also hit Osnabruck and
Wliesbaden, TFive enemy alrceraft were shot down; eleven bombers were

lost.

Feoruvary, 'The 15th Air Force was grounded.

DECLASSIFIED
1 E.O. 11662, Rec. S(E) and 5(D) or (E)

EIS_II letter, May wﬂl 4 m?a

N JB, HARS Dete—e




¥ DECLASEIFISD
0ZD Letter, B-3-T8

EUROPEAN THEATER

3 February. The Tactical Air Forces, flying 2,518 sorties, dropped
£70 tons of bombs on rail communications, bridges and other targets,
principally in the Zuider Zee, Cologne-Wittlich and northeastern Ruhr
areas, and sent support missions over most of the western front. Two
enemy planes were destroyed; we lest 12,

During the 2L-hour period ending at 0600, eight Ilying bombs fell
in Antwerp and three in Liege. Seven rockets and 52 flylng bombs fell in

scattered areas outside of Antwerp. Two flying bombs fell near Liege.

L February. During the 2li=hour period ending at 0600, three rockets
fell in the London area.

Up to noon, our First Army contimuing its attack in the area north-
east of Menschau crossed the Roer River and gained up to three miles along
a seven-mile front reaching Urft Lake., East and south of St. Vith the
Third Army made limited gains along a 15-mile front.

Our Seventh Army carried ocut successful raids and made minor, local
gains east of Ingweiler. Because of flood conditions, some advance
positions in the area south of Bischweller were withdramm.

In Alsace, the French First Army launched a general attack north of
Milhouse, crossing the Thur River between Cernay and Ensisheim, gaining
the entire west bank of the I1l River between Emdsheim and Malhouse. Other
French troops made progress in the Vosges southwest of lunster. American
and French units were carrying out extensive patrolling between Colmar and

Munster, particularly along the Fecht River. Other American troops

advanced locally towards Neuf-Brisach. o ]
EO. 11653, Bec. E) and KD) or ()
2 08D letter, May j 1972
AR
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[ECLASESIFIER
MD Lotter, 5-3-T3

MEDT TERHANEAN THEATEH

1 February. The Balkan Air Force flew 124 sorties, half of them
against rail yards, transportation Aand enemy-occupied buildings

throughout Yugposlavia.

february., During 900 Tactical Air Force sorties, over 700
fighters attacked rail lines, rolling stock and motor transport behind
the battle lines; 131 medium bombers hit rail lines and bridpes in
northeastsrn Italy, particularly on the Hrenner route, 3Seven fighters

were lost,

During the 24-hour period ending at 1500, Fifth Army troops

ccoupied Callicanc on the Serchio Rlver.

BEcusanem

Eo. il“l h&l? and 8(D) "m
OSD lotter, May 3, 1973
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DECLASSIFIED
08D Letter, h-3-T2

Z1C T Ert

2 February. During 2,236 sorties, of which 708 were tactical,
madium bombers and fighters of the Hastern Air Command struck at
enemy positions and dumps north of the Burma fioad, around Mandalay,

and throughout the Myebon-Ramree Island area.

3 February. HAmerican and Chinese troops continusd to clear the
furma Rcad southeast of Namhkam, In central Bumma, the fritish repulsed
two more attacks on their Irrawaddy bridgehead near Sinpu. Forces
moving eastward towards the confluence of the Irravaddy and Chindwin
Rivers were 18 miles northwest and 25 miles southwest of Wyingyan.,

In the Arakan region, the Minbya area had been clesared of organized
resistance, but mopping up continued northwest of the village.

Resistance continued strong in the Myebon area, British troops made

some progress on famree Island.

EO. 11662, Sec. 3(E) and KD) or (E)
OSD letter, May 3, 1072

e e na MAR 141973
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DECLABEIFIED
CED Letter, 5-8-72

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC THEATER

2 and 3 February. During 376 previously unreported sorties, in-

oluding 102 by Solomens-based alrecraft, some 70 B-2L's attacked Corregldor,
others struck the Cavite area, and 2]} raided Okayama airdrome, Formosa,
destroying 16 enemy planes. Lighter planes supported our ground forces

on Iumgon and flew gmall miesions over the Netherlands Indies and the east
China coast. In the latter area, two coastal vessels and a floatplane

were destroyed.

3 February. The XIV Corps entered Manila at Orace Park against
negligible resistance; throughout the night, many fires were observed in
the city. Other elements of the Corps reached Tinajeros and established
a road block at Dinalupihan on the base of Bataan Periinsula. More Eighth
Army paratroopers were dropped on Tagaytay ridge; reconnaissance north

to 8ilang found no enemy.

E February. According to a commnique, the lst Cavalry Division
approached Manila from the east under cover of darlmess, thrust leading
elements into the heart of the eity, and seized the concentration camp
at Santo Tomas University where the enemy were holding internees. The
37th Division was mentioned as driving into the suburbs from the north,
while the 11th Airborne Division, after seizing Tagaytay, was advancing
rapidly from the south. The Malacanan Palace and Orace Park airfield

were reported secured.

L1
g EO. 11852, Bec. 3(E) and D) or ()
OSD letter, May 8 1672
MAR 141973
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P IEOLASSIFIER
€BD Letter, 5-3-T8

PACIFIC OCEAN AHEA

1 February. Three B-29's individually bombed Nagoya, the Tolyo

area, and Osaka.

2 and 3 February. Thirty B-2L's again attacked Iwo Jima, and

ten struck Chichl Jima. In addition, Iwo Jima was strafed by 20

fighters. Two alrcraft were lost.

DECLASSIRED

EO. 11662, 8ec. 3E) and KD) or (E)

OSD lotter, May 3, 1972
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EASTERN FiD
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4 February, In Hast Prussia the Soviets contimued to clear the
peninsula north of Honigsberp and to reduce the Cerman pocket to the
south. The attack continued arcund Kustrin, and north of the city

the Red Army made gains along & 3J0-mile front.

PEQASTAE
E.0. 11862, Bee. 3(E) and &D) or {E)
OSD lotter, May 3, 1672
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EUROFE AND THE MEDITERRANEAN - STEATEGIC AIR

2 February. More than 1,000 heavy bombers of the RAF in three
.'r;‘i_nsiuna attacked Wiesbaden, Karlesruhe, and the Wanne Cickel synthetlc
oil plant, Thirty-three bombers ware lost, ‘!lore then 100 "oequltoes
accompanied thege raids and carried ovt diversionery attacks over

Mennheim and Magdeburg.

3 February. The Bth Air Force attacked 2 reil yard and under-
ground station in Berlin +d th 1,000 heavy bombers, and hit a rail yard
and an oil refinery at Magdeburg with L30 others. More than 900
fighters acted as sscort., Thirty-eight enemy aircraft were destroyed;

we lost 35 bombers and nine fighters.

In Italy, the 15th Air Force vas grounded.

JEUSTD
EOQ. 11652 %ec 3E) and KD} o (3511

OSD letier, Mer it 4 1973
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DECLASTTER

EO. 1166L Bec HE) snd KIN of (B

EUROPRAN THFATFR OSD letter, May 3, 1977
» 35 mesna MAR 141973

2 February. The Tactical Air Forces flew 2,77l sorties. Transport

and communications in the Cologne-Saarbrucken area and in Alsace were
attacked with 1,175 ton= of bombs; damage or destruction of L6 locomotives
and 1,700 rajlroad cars was claimed. Support was given our troops all
along the front. Seventeen enemy aircraft were destroyed; we lost 37.
During the 2L-hour pericd ending at 0600, one rocket and five fly-
ing bombs fell in Antwerp, 13 rockets and 51 flying bombs fell in areas

adjacent to Antwerp, and three flying bombs fell near Liege.

3 February. During the 2li-hour pericd ending at 0600, seven rockets
fell in the Essex and London areas.

OQur First and Third Armies continued their attack along the 30-mile
front running south from the donschau area. An advance of three and
one~half miles carried the First Army out of the Forest of Monschau and
to within two miles of Schleiden. WNine miles south of Schleiden, two
tank-supported counterattacks were repulsed, while along the front
extending on mouth to the area east of St. Vith, there were gsins of one
to two miles.

Seventh Army troops crossed the Meder River north of Bischweiler,
and, aleng a four-mile front to the esast and socutheast, advanced a
maximum of two miles.

In Alsace, American and French troops of the French First Army com-
pleted the capture of Colmar and moved four miles south to within ten
miles of the French troops advancing north of Mulhouaa.. The. French

advance to the Rhine east of Colmar completed occupation of the west

bank from Breisach to ten miles north of Strasbourg.
2



MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

1 Fak I e Uk Prrep. $ 1 1 ]
2 February. There were virtually no air cperations because of

& b AT i o = “ar - 3
uhe weatner. No changes were reported on the ground front.

BELASSD
EQ. 11452, Sec. NE) and HD) or (E)

05D letter, May 3, 1872

3 B J5, NARS n.L-M?a




5 r '
s QY |
e T VL TR PO
" s L ._-‘_ fh.___ ﬁ( i
PNl .!‘um_f R %
) | g2 A MT L
Y+ T : ] M

R

YIRS N U\ S
S e A _M...i_

|

s
of Tt
R0 e i

E
.
"W

8

e
I
£ \
1 Y
&
W
=

.:,,
PR

-
l—'..
2/

'J

e
v N

£, W e
Ay !

Cadh s
LT
- e N

- iy rl -
; v
, 4 B
" —
. - 43 e
;
i | i

Yondou i Chteng J

b5

cji};:u 19

LINE a8 ofF 2 res I945
8

LINE A8 OF

'
—— |
Ve S

APPROXIMATE MILES

11652, Bec. 3(E) and KD) d :

eyt 4 1873 .

“M—n—-ﬁ—

OBD letter,
Js,




4 COTRT

. UVLABSTTIEDR
A1 '{":“*:"-'. 5*3"?2

ASTATIC THEATER
e Gruary Curing sorties of which 766 were tactical
1 ", T sorties which s P

Eastern Air Command sent some 400 fighters apainst enemy positions

and dumps argund the Singu oridpehead, at Sapaing, on the Myebon

Peninsula, mnd north of the Burma Hoad.

2 Pebruary. YWeather in cll areas virtually grounded the 1lith

Alr Torce,

Te enemny continued his unsuccessful attacks in the area south

ol MNamhkamn and on the

niu brideehead east of the Irrawaddy., At

i

yitson, Aritish troops were forced to withdraw to the north bank

of Shwell Hiwver, out 25 miles toc the east, Chinese troops south of

the river made local pains. ‘There was & landing on the south tip

of Ramres Island, while troops to the north crossed Yanbauk Chaung

Ilnlet, following an air and naval bombardment.

DECLASSIFIED
= - E.0. 1}66% Bec. 3(E) and KD) or (E)
05D etter, May 3, 1973
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IRTACSIFIED
CED | -, b-8-78

SOUTHNEST PACIFIC AHEA

1 and 2 February. During 250 previcusly unreported sorties, L3

heavy bombers attacked Cavite and Corregidor, about 100 Sclomons-based
planes struck targets in New Ireland, New Britain and Bougainville; and,
in the course of widespread attacks by the remainder, one cocastal vesgel
was sunk and three set afire in the areas of Formosa and Cam Hanh Bay.

Antiaireraft fire destroyed one enemy plane; we lost three.

2 February. On the Luzon eastern flank I Corps troops made minor
gains east of San licclas, and, to the southeast, advanced to a general
line Umingan-Tumana (south of San Jose), both of which have been taken.
The XIV Corps, advancing toward llanila, captured Baliuvag and Flaridel

and reached Santa Maria and Santa Ana.

XI Corpe troops were nine miles inland from Subic Bay. The Eighth
Army dropped paratroopers in Cavite Province, about four miles northwest

of Lake Taal. Other Eighth Army troops advancing from the west captured

Aga.

PACIFIC OCEAN AREA

31 Jamuary. Three B-29's individually attacked Osaka, Nagoya and

Telgyo.

li February. Seventy-three B-29's of the XXI Bomber Command atbtacked
Kobe, Japan, and 20 bombed other targets.
DECLASTIRED
EO. 11662, 8ec. 3E) sad 8(D) or (E)
5 OSD letter, May 8, 1972
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BASTFRN FHOMT

3 February. Driving to within 50 miles of the heart of Berlin,
Soviet forces were west of Kustrin and attacking the latter city from
three sides. The westward gains, which reached & maximum of ten miles,
extended along a L0-nile front, Similar gains were made northwest of
Schneidemuehl. There was heavy fighting in numerous other sectors,
German resistance being partloularly strong near Steinau., Between

Eudapest and Lake Balaton, advances up to 12 miles were made against

the flanks of the German salient to the Danube,

DECLASSIFRED
EO. 11662, Bec 3E) ind 5(D) or (E)
05D keadar, May 3, 1072

y » 5 s MR 141973
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EASTERN FRON

7 February. Fighting continued to be centered around the Oder

River bridgeheads. The Soviets held four on the O0-mile front facing
Berlin. They further expanded another south of Hreslau and beat off
counterattacks against the one at Ratibor. Heduction of the German

pocket south of Foenigsberg contimued.
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DECLABSIFIED
(&0 Letter, b=-8=TH

WESTERN HEMISPHERE

2 February. During the past three days, three balloons, of

possible Japanese origin, have been found in California near San Diego,

Red Bluff, and Redding.

EUROPE AND THE MEDITERRANEAN - STRATEGIC AIR

1 February. RAF heavy bombers dropped Tl tons on Munchen-
Gladbach, to block road movements. That night, 382 heavy bombers
attacked Ludwigshafen, 332 attacked Mainz, and 271 attacked Slegen.
Berlin was raided by 121 Mosquitoes, and others struck Duisburg,
Mannheim, Hannover and Nurnberg. Eleven heavy bombers and one Mosquite

are missing.

2 February. Although there were no bombing operations by the 15th
Air Force, L8 fighters strafed Karlovac airdrome in Yugoslavia, damaging
gun emplacements and destroying eight aircraft. Five fighters are
missing.

The 8th Air Force was grounded.
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NECLAGSIFIED
EUROPEAN THEATER N Leatter, B-83-T2
1 February. The Tactical Air Forces flew 86l sorties. Some 250

tons of bombs were dropped on rail bridges and communication centers
east of the Ardennes and arcund Koblenz. The majority of close support
missions were over the US Seventh and French First Army sectors. One
enemy plane was destroyed; we lost three.

During the 2l~hour period ending at 0500, four flying bombs fell
in Antwerp and one in Liege. Fourteen rockets and 66 flying bombs fell

in scattered areas near Antwerp; two flying bombs fell near Liege.

2 February. During the 2L-hour period ending at 0600, six rockets
fell in the Kent and London areas.

Up to noon, our First and Third Armies contimued to drive ahead
along a 30-mile front running scuth from Monschau. They advanced up
to two and one<half miles and were inside Germany except for one small
area in the extreme eastern tip of Belgium.

A division of the Seventh Army was heavily engaged in attacking
northeast and east of Bischweiler.

In Alsace, American and French units of the First French Army
attacked Colmar from the north and northwest and reached the center of
the city. The French moved east to occupy the west bank of the Rhine
from Strasbourg to east of Colmar, Other French units contimed to
make local progress north of Mulhouse.,
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DECLABSIFIED
GED Letter, 5-3-78

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

2 February. Rail bridges in northern Italy were attacked by 16l

medium bombers of the Tactieal Air Force.

In the period ending at 1500, the Eighth Army repulsed two minor
attacks northwest of Ravenna. Along the remainder of the Italian

battlefront there was active patrolling.
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.

ASIATIC THEATER

31 Jamuary. The Eastern Air Command flew 2,LL6 sorties of which
861 were tactical. Heavy bombers dropped 30L tons on the Kyaukse area
south of Mandalay, believed to contalin Japanese headguarters. Other
aircraft supperted ground troops north of the Burma Road, near Mandalay,

and in the area east of Akyab.

1 February. Heavy bombers of the lhth Air Force destroyed a 350-ft.
freighter-transport which had been chased ashore in French Indo-China by

submarines.

The enemy launched several attacks against Allied positions on the
lyebon Peninsula, and also on the Irrawaddy bridgehead near Sinpu;
still another developed on the Burma Road southeast of Namhkam. A1l
were repulsed., British troops made some progress southeast of Myohaung.
Patrols moving from the west were within 16 miles of Pakoklu on the
Irrawaddy.

28 January. Chinese reported the Japanese were in Anfu, 25 miles

.

northwest of Kian.
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SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA

31 January and 1 February. During L50 additional sorties, 104

heavy bombers hit Corregidor, Cavite, and the Canacao Peninsula; 2|
escorted heavy bombers destroyed 25 planes on Heito airdrome, Formosa.
South of Formosa, medium bombers sank a destroyer, left a second burn-
ing and seriously damaged a third, while their escorting fighters shot
down five fighters of the enemy's covering force. A Japanese convoy
attempting to reach Luzon was attacked, and a destroyer and a destroyer
escort were left burning at a cost of two of our planes. Fighters supported
our ground forces throughout Luzon and 110 Solomons-based planes attacked
New Eritain, New Ireland and Bougainville. '
1 February. Our forces on the luzon eastern flank were am:u.untering
heavy resistance on the outskirts of Umingan and near Munoz. To the south,
Cabanatuan was captured, and patrols had advanced beyond Santa Rosa. In
the extreme south, we were within a mile and a half of Malolos, which is
20 miles from Manila.
Advancing east from Subic Bay, the XI Corps reached the foothills
of Mt. Santa Rita on northern Bataan. Eighth Argy troops in Batangas

captured Mt. Adming, nine miles inland,

PACIFIC OCEAN AHREA
30 Jamary. Two B-29's bombed Osaka, and a third bombed Chichi Jima.

3l January and 1 February. Contimuing attacks on Iwo Jima by Army
Liberators were reported in a communique.

g EO. 11852, Boc. 5(E) acd 5(D) ar (E)

OBD letter, May 3, 1872
B I8, s




e o i

5Ti“T oF D
As“n.r 1 ree b5




RS

: FILACSIFIER
45 Lottor, 5-8-T2
EASTERN FRONT
2 February. Soviet forces split the peninsula northwest of

Konigsberg in another advance to the Baltic Sea, and at the south

of the East Prussian pocket made further gains. In the Berlin drive,
they advanced northeast on their right flank to within 22 miles of
Stettin, MNorthwest of Glogan they extended their line along the
pagt bank of the Oder. In Upper S5ilesia, there were comparatively

small pains southwest of Oswlecim.
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EUROPE AND THE MEDITERRANEAN - STRATEGIC AIR
31 January. RAF heavy bombers were grounded, but 13 Mosquitoes

attacked benzol plants at Dortmund and Duisburg.

1 Fabruag. Although hampered by weather, 701 escorted heawy
bombers of the Bth Air Force attacked the Ludwigshafen, Mannheim and
Krefeld rail yards and bombed bridges at Wesel. One bomber and one
fighter are missing.

The 15th Air Force dispatched 695 heavy bombers from Italy to
attack the Moosbierbamum cil refinery and marshalling yards at Graz
and Klagenfurt. More than 640 tons were dropped, although most of the

force turned back because of weather. Five bombers are missing.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

31___._I_M. Weather grounded the Tactical Air Forces.

During the 2i-hour periecd ending at 0600, four rockets and one
flying bomb fell in Antwerp. Six rockets and L7 flying bombs fell in

scattered areas behind the front.

1 February. In the 2li-hour period ending at 0600, five rockets
fell in England; one reached the London area.

In the 2L-hour period ending at noon, the British Second Army
made limited advances north and east of Heinsberg. There were gains

of more than one mile along our front just south of the Monschau Forest,

and, after repulsing a tank-supported counterattack west of Manderfeld,

our First Army continued #s drive to the east, gaining about one mile

aleng a five-mile front. Attacks by our Third Army southeast of St. Vith

penetrated more than two miles into Germany against light resistance.

The French First Army, following up the withdrawing enemy along
& L5-mile front from Flcbsheim to Colmar, reported an awverage g.ain of
about six miles against light opposition. US units with the French
First Army contimied to encirecle Colmar.
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MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

1 February. The Tactical Air Force reports 71 sorties on armed

reconnaissance missions and against comminication facilities in northern

Italy.

Activity on the trans-Italian battlefront was confined to aggressive

patrol actions during the 2l=hour period ending at 1500.
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ASIATIC THEATER

30 January. The Eastern Air Command flew 2,501 sorties of which
BE3 were tactical, Bombers struck rail bridges southwest of Bangkok
and near Toungoo, and mined the water approaches to Rangoon, Tavoy and
Mergui. Some 175 planes supported ground forces north of Mandalay, and
others bombed troop and gun positions northeast of Myebon and near Singu.
Targets along the Lashio-Namhkam road were alsc attacked.

The Air Transport Command lifted L),080 tons over "The Hump" in

10,808 trips during January, setting a new tonnage record.

1 February. One B-29 was lost during the XX Homber Command attack
on Singapore. Weak fighter opposition was encountered, two (probably

elght) Japanese planes being destroyed.

31 January. The British advanced in the area west of Man dalay;
patrols moved to within six miles of Sagaing, while those progressing
down the east bank of the Chindwin River were 29 miles south of Monywa.
Fighting contimed at the bridgeheads north of Singu., There were further
movements south by patrols along the front extending northeast to
Namhkam, and minor gains in the Arakan area.
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SOUTHWEST FACIFIC AREA

29 through 31 Jamary. OF 28 additional sorties nearly half were

flom over Luson. Heaviest attscks, in which £ B-2L's participated,
wore against Cavite, the Canscao Peninsula, and Corregider. Shipping
was attacked in Menila Bay, and close pupport was glven to ground forces.
Bombars eet fire to fuel dumps on Wewsk and other formations swept the
northern Gasells Peninsula, the Lesser Sundas, and Formosa. On the
latter lsland; cur fighters destroyed 15 enemy planes.

31 January. In the upper Agno area on Lusem, our I Corps pushed
four miles east of Tayug and captured San Nicolap and Ban Quintin.
In the south, the XIV Corps crossed the Pampanga River and took Calumpit.
Patrols were cperating along the Quingua River. The high ground west of
Fort Stotsenburg was captured, and our troops continusd to mop up the
Cabusilan foothills northwest of the Fort. In Batangss, we cocupled
Harugbu and Wawa, semured an alrfisld in the wicinity, and adwanced
saven miles east against slight opposition.

A 8 ranger battalion, supported by Philippine Scouts and guerrillas,
liberated 511 American prigoners from the Cabanstuan prison camp behind

the anesy's lines.
FACIFIC OCEAN AREL

23 Jauary. Three B-29's on individeal weather missions bosbed

Osaka.
i
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EASTERN FRONT

1 February. The Soviets maintained the pressure on the East
Prussian pocket, making small gains. Torun fell, and there was
another small advance north of encircled Schneidemuehl. Driving
toward Berlin, the Soviets gained 10 miles on a LO-mile front, and
extended their left flank to the Oder River. To the southeast, they
gained up to 18 miles on a broad front which reached to within three

miles of Glogan on the Oder.
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