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DICLASSlPrD 
OlD ~ette~. 6-8-71 

3l llarcb. Six bea-.y b<mbero hit the Kataoka naTIIl bue on 

EUROPE .lNll TJ!B IIEDIT&RJWIEAN - STRAT1tOIC AIR 

29 lla.rcb. the Sabgitt.er bensol plant was attacked by 121 lW' 

hea-.y bamberaJ that ni&ht 48 lloaquitoea attacked Berlin and anen 

bombed a factory in Hamllw'g . 

,30 lla.rch. Subaarine and dock ;yards, oU refineries and port 

areaa in the Haburg-Bremen-Wilhellubaven area ,..r e attacked by a 

force o! ove~ l,Loo escorted 8tb .u.r P'oree bea¥7 baabero. A pre-

l iainary report liated louea to be nine b<abera and ttu.e ti&htera . 

Wideapread rlil7arda in Jnetrla including the Vienna tr&ttic 

center were the target s tor 84 eacorted lSth llr Foroe bea,. bomber a . 
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EUROPFM Tlllj+TN! 

DXOLASS!l"'l':D 
OSD ~o tter, 0 -3-78 

29 J!ar<:h, Adverse lnl&ther restrl.eted the Tactical .ur Forces 

to 184 sorties. lledilllll bOIIIbers dropped 66 toos on gun posi tiona 

behind the battle line , We lost two planes, 

T1ro rockets and 20 f':cying bombs !ell in areas near Antwerp 

during the 24- hour period ending at 0600. Nineteen other flying 

bombs were shot down by antiaircraft fire, 

30 !larch, During the 24-hour pe.riod en:ling at 06o0, of 12 

f':cying bombs pl otted approaching &>gland, five made landfall en:! 

four others were destroyed by antiaircraft fire . No rockets fell 

during the period. 

On the front of the Second British A~ armored elements of 

the British VIII Corpe continuing the advance to the northeast made 

ga.ine of from six to eight miles, reaching Coeafeld and a point five 

mil es to the northwest, To the -est, other units averaging five-mile 

gains northward along a front of more than 30 milea paNlleling the 

Dutch frontier from Elllllericb to Stedtloh, Northeast of Elllllerieb the 

Dutch border 'llll8 crossed. 

On the Ninth ~ front, the III US Corps took over the sector 

an:! troops o! the XVIII Airborne Corps , A=or o! the XIX Corps, 

driving to the northeast towards lluenater, reached the Dortmund-&Ds 

canal ten llll.les southwest of lluen.ater. Other forces of the Ninth 

~. fighting their way into the Ruhr again.at spotty opposition, 

cleared Sterlcrede en:! Gladbeck and the &rea south of Dohlten. 
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DJOLASSI1ID 
JSD Lotter, 6-S- ?2 

The Fittoonth \lS Uff(f baa onto~ tho line batwet1n tho Ninth / ( 
and Firat A.noiae with a eector axtand!ns .!'rem Dwleelclorf to Bonn. 

Ol1r Firat and Third Armies, having consolidated thoir variows 
bridgeb&a<a acroea the Rhinll batwen Bom and Worm, are executing a 
massive thrust in a general nortbeaetorly direction into the heart 
of 0ol'I:IIUI1• Thie drive has a width of apprax1mt.toly 50 ml.loe , 

On the Firet ~ front, the VII Corpo occupied tbe southern 
bank of tho Sieg River to within five ml.lee of Siegen with foJ'Rrd 
eluente two a1les south of the city. Tho )rei 4nlored Division 

advanced )0 a1lea to the north against light and ecattared reeiatance 
to within ten a1lee of Paderborn, J.eeording to colllllllidque, our unite 
have ante~ the city, Farther to the oaet, ar.or of the m and v 
Corpo -• driving towards ~eael with advances up to 30 miles and had 
reached O.....erden and Treys&. 

Tho XX Corpe of the Third A.rr1q, advancing to the nortbeaat, 

•de gains up to 20 ml.lee. J.rmored unite of tho XII Corps drove 
eiCllt .U.oo northeast of Hanau; our infantry ropulaed a countoratteclt 
southeast of Kan&u. 

On tho S.venth J.rw;r front, unite ot tho XV Corps rogiato~ gains 
up to lS a1ln 1n tbo area bat,..en J.aebet!onburg and Eberbach, 
Intantry of tho xn Corpo advanced six miles to tho south between 
llaJ.I:Iell>ar& and thoo Rhine, llhllo an anoored colun puahing up the 
Naok&r River took Hoi.dalber& and netted four llilM boTond l!borbt.eh. 
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--Dr.OLA88IP!Ill 
160 Lettor, &-8- ?1 

29 M!rch. The Tactical llr Forc01 fi8lr 92'1 sorties • lled1UA 

bombers were virtually grounded by na thtr, but fighters had good 

results against co:DIIIIIJiica tiona 1n the Po Valley, &leo& the Brenner 

Route, and 1n northern YUiOIIlavia. Fitty-two rail cute ware 

effected, a rolld bridge waa deatr oyed, and much rollins stock 

destroyed or dall>aged. The Coastal and Balkan llr Forces new a 

total ot 122 sorties, principally agawt c0112U!l1cat1ooa 1n the 

Po Valley, eoooo- pos1t1cna 1n Yugoslavia, and gun positions on 

llllos . 

JQ ll!rch . .lct1Y1ty on the Itali.an battlefront waa con.C1necl 

to patrolllnc. 

4 
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,\SWIC Tlfr.t.TER 
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DJ:CLASSIFI1:D 

bsD Lo~~or, 5-3-72 

28 llareh . One hundred seventy-three previously unreported sort1ee 

were nown by the 14th .Ur Foree chiefly agains t rail targets and 

airfields . A mission of 1.2 fig)lt ers destroyed five ene"'Y aircraft 

, on the groUIXI at an airdrome at Hongkong; three or our planes were 

los t . Other fi.gbters attacked airfields i.D the llankow_..,chang 

area and swept the Yangtze. 

The Eastern .Ur Cooman:l. new 2,469 sorties, of which 626 were 

offensive. Kedium bombers struck enemy pos 1t10Ds near lleiktUa; 

J.losquitoes attacked bridges near Thaz1, ~ and Toungoo. 

Fighters supported our forces all almg the Burma !rents. 'Ia lost 

two planes. 

29 llarch. ~se troops advanei.Dg south to the railroad south-

west of Hsip&w occupied Kyaukme. South o! llandal~, the snell\)' con-

tinued to otter stubborn resistance at Kyaukse and north or llaiktila. 

British t roop& repulsed two attacks northeast o! JCyingyan. On the 

Arakan front, limited gains were ~ northwest of Latpan and north 

of TaUDgUp. 
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SOUT!f!l&1f PAOIFIC 4I!El 

DICLABSIFIP 
OSD Leller, &-!-72 

38 !l&rc)l, llore than 190 previoully llJU'eported sorties • ere 

tlown, includiJl& l OJ agaiM t tarceta in the B1narcks and Solcaono. 

lleaVJ' boabers, attacking ab1ppinc neer the Celabea, sank oM des-

troyer and exploded and probeb}3 eanlc another. Others patrolling 

the Ind~hin& coeat sank a large tanker and destr oyed five pl.&nea , 

Fightora over the ~• area abot down nine en~ interceptors. 

29 llarch. .t. total or 620 sorties nre reported, ineludina 5.30 

against targets on I.uson. llediua bcabers orr tbe :rn.:tcH:bi.na coset 

sank t.... deatrO)"tra, one destroyer escort, two large rre18hters, and 

a 10, ClOO-too tanker. Several other veaeela were heav113 dam& fled . 

!led1um and licht banbera re1ded inatellation.s on Fomoaa. 

OUr I Corpe .,.de l.iJnl.ted &&ina ... at ot Baguio, Two eneJIIY counter-

attacks on the V1lla Verde TriU ftre thrown beck, ! laMnts or the 

n Corpe secured all but the nat tip or Cabello Island, 1n llan1.la 

Bay. South or Laguna de IlLy and eut or Lake T.,U, nv Corps 

cavalrymen Heured Ltpe. and to the north .. at contacted the e.,.y at 

San Agu.tin . Other units adv&ncina trca Los Banoa captured Ba.y. 

The Aloaricel D1rla1on on Cebu captiU'ed tb.e h18h p-ound north 

ot Guadalupe. llaetan Island .. report.<! secuzwd. Ckt llecroe, the 

40tb D1via1oo extended i ta beachhead alone the coast tor .... 20 

llliles. 
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PACIFIC OCElli 41!M 

l!lCLAssrrre 
OSD Lotter, 6-3-78 

25 March. /.rllf¥ heavy bo:Dbers raided llarcuo Island and Chichi Jl.ma . 

26 )larch. An airfield and radar stat i ons on Chichi Jima were 

attacked bf !in heavy bombers. .lttacke were continued against 

boated &DBII;Y inltan. tiona 1n the llanballo, Palau.. and C.rol1nea. 

29 }larch. Fi&htan hit m1l1 tary 1netalla t1ons on !!aha J 1m&. 

Jl l!arch, ACcording to a prelim1nt.ry report, 14 B-29 ' a bombed 

the 111tsub1ab1 Engine Factory at Nagoya during the early morning, 

t.tar 1n tbe dq, another terce ot lJ6 8-.29'• hit the Tachiar&1 

•chine wori<a in central l!;yusbu and an airfield near a.:...ra. 
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DIOLAUtJlZD 
f&D IAtUr, ti-8-72 



nrctAssrrr:e 
UBD Lotter, D-S-72 

30 lolarch. The Red 4=l:f has croued the Auetrl.an border 
north ot Koeezeg and 1a reported to be inves tins Sopron, 35 
..Ues eouth ot Vi•nne.. South o! Nitra, subatantial g&ins nra 
registered on a broad front . Red !orces completed tbe oceupa-
tion ot Danzig. 

8 
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IPCLAr~rrrn 
~JD Lotter, 0-v-72 

EUROPE AND THE !.IEOITERRANEAll - STRATI!OIC AIR 

26 llareh. Adverse weather over h<me bases f orced cancellation 

of RAF heavy bomber operations . 

29 llareh. Target weat her f orced cancellation of 6th and 15th 

Air Force operations. 
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DICLASSII'In 
OSD Lo ttor , b-!-72 

28 Mlrch. The Tactical Air Forcea, reetr1cted u,r adYerao weather, 

new 2, $19 aortioe . lled1ua baobera attaclcecl oil etorage clepote in 

tha Pad11rborn and Wuorsbu.rg areas , and t•o railnT center• oaat of 

COl.C>g~M~ . fi&hters aupported wr ground torcea and hit tranaportaticm 

in nortlno .. t CleraaJl;r. Fourteen eneoa;r plane a wro daatrc>y.dJ w l oat ll, 

In the 24 houro to 0600, one rocket and one ~ bcmb toll in 

.Lntworp, mel one rocko t ancl 16 tl,y1og bombs tell in adjacent areaa • 

.Lnt1&1rcratt tiro cleatroy.d 16 !l,yiJlg b011ba, 

29 llarch. Il;Jring the 24 houra to 0600, twr tl;ri.rl& bOll be tell 

in !ng1and and two reached the London aro&J U othero nre deatroy.cl 

by antiaircraft tire . 

On the Br1tiab Second Artq trant, e~h o! the US IVlli Airborne 

COrpa, d:ri'rl.ng nortbeaat alone the northen1 bank o! the Se1tan CADAl., 

a clftnced 16 a i leo to n>aleen capturing Raltarn eru>oute . Araored 

unite o! the British Vlll Corpe advanced 10 ailea on a .. ...,n...,.ilo 

tront, '!'be Britiah m Corpa , attacking north againot aodoorata 

op~1tioll, pined •i&ht ailea alonjt a 2$-.ile trontJ the;r roached 

the aouthern Mcticm o! Bcdlolt, and w re !our ailea north o! Borken, 

The XVI Corpo o! our llinth Arrq co11tinuod to pro11 into t he 

northwotarn Motion o! tho bhr and wu tighting in Duioburc, 01adbock 

and IIIMr. 

2 
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nJCUU IFID 
6&c Letter , 6·!-72 

tl.ult of ~be m COJ'fMI, occupt..d the t<N'tben~ bulk of t.bt s t., 

Rl•n w a poil'lt )) ..Uee .. ,.\. of BoM. Still f.rV1u to the u.at., 

f'M: Jrcl .A.niO"d Dirlli an, a.tt.:r ,. .. ch~ .lla.rburl, ohancgd dJ.n.oUon 

Md thN•t. a tp ... m...S t3 • 11•• northwit.rd tonn'l P-..,rbom qaiAet 

l!&'bt. r•• ilt.ance. ! ccordinc t o cc.auUqu_e, t orwarcl el••n'"• wtre 

within 10 • tlea Of Pt.derborn. !be r ii C0rp1 Upt.brecl G1eu en u-ct, 

or t.tw rt'f'tr. 

~ \be third &nv troclt., the XX Co~ captured WJ.ubadeo and 

&dv'anced 14 ailu t.o t.be eut &&aiAat. licht. nd . .u.~. !bne-quarten 

or the city" of Trankt'Vt wu olea.r-.4 a.rter hea.,.,. filbt.ing. .U.ored. 

tpevh••d4 of t.he' X1l Corpt1 c:ont.i.nu!.n& t.be d.rhe betwun F:-ankl'urt 

aod HMau, a.cl'f'&l\ce.d u ackUt.10Cial hO a.Uee to the DO.M.h and not'theut 

againat. llt.tJ.e ru bt.Me:e, 1"t&ch.1.Dg Laut.erb&ch on t.he eut. ll.ftd 

~.;pproaohing 01euen 011 t.he ... t.. 

On t.he S.nDtb il"'I" t'l'oot tbe IV COrp• oeeupbd. x.utleia and 

expu.cs.d. t..~e aa.t.be.m rl.:l.k Of the dr-1w int-o Oei"sUO' 'rit.b sa.tn.. up 

t.o ti&bt allee &loa, t.he trent be·t..en W&n.nheia and Ateha.trani;JW'"C• 

HlecOMa.i.a.anoe el•ent.• o! t.be m Corp• .. ,.. •orlnc eoutbMat 

t.O!R.r"dt lie1delbllrg. 



YliC'LASSil'ID 
vnD Lottor, 0-S-72 

28 llarch. IW1.ng the 24-hour period enc!J.ng at 1800, weather 

Uait.ed tbe Tact.ical .l1r Porce to 187 aorti110 . '!he -cliua bombero 

were gl'OWidood. 1"11:bter &ttaoke were concentl'ated on comunicatione 

in tbe ll1laD a.re&. 

29 !larch. Aotirlty on tbe Italian battle front wae confined 
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ASIUIC TIIIUU UiD Lottor , ~-~·72 

2S' Jlaroh, Jb&hti7 ... 1x add.l.tion&l. ortondn oortlAt .. ,.. reported 

b)' tho Uth .ur Force. ll&btoon t'icl>to,.. attockod HIDld.nc airfield, 

obot doom t wo IDtiQ' t:l.sbtors and destl'O)'Od two on tho 81"0UndJ three 

ot ou.r f18btlro nro lost. Orte additional enOIIQ' airoratt woe des­

tl'O)'ad in another lliedon. 

26 an.d 27 llarch, During 121 oorties, our planet hit eneoq 

colu.ano adYa.aoing on the abandoned airtl.eld at Lachokow. Bridges and 

road and rail trattic in northeastern lnd<H:hina were aloo attacloo<l. 

we loot tour planet . 

27 ll&rob, The Eastern Air ColOIBlld fiew a total of 2,))0 sortiee , 

ot wbicb 8)4 nro ottons1ve, SJ.xt7-oine heavy b<abert attacked dumps 

and tho dook area. in Bangkok. llediwa bOlllbsre hit IDOIIIY position• near 

l(yaukee . P'18hter8 """Pt •n""'Y positione in tbe actin battle areas. 

Four planes were loot. 

2? llaroh. According to prelminazy report, 24 &-29' • ben bed oil 

etorage inatalloUone in tbe Singapore area, 01>1 hit J.lor Star airriald, 

~. and one an .....,_d target. .l.nrago t>o.bloado ot 4.S tons ware 

oarrlAd b)' oaob lhaporrort. 

27 llaroh, Chinoae troope, aoutbea.at or Laahio, occupied llong Iai, 

28 llaroh. llt'itilh troopo , oouthoast or llogok, ..,.. approoohing the 

Luhio branob or tbe Bur. lia11~ at a point 2S' .u .. toutbwllt ot 

Hoipur. The ,,..._, continuu to resist etrongJ.¥ in the J(;yaukto and l(y1ngran 

areas, liaitld gain& being aade b)' llt'1Uob troopa, '18ht1ng oontinueo on 

tho airotrtp at lloiktilo, 011 tho .lrUan trout, llt'itilh unih advancing 



MIN DORO ) , 
" 

. . . . 
•• • I PANAY .·. . ., 

.·~ ;;.r 

r . . 

LIH[ A5 0 , 29 MAR -­
LI~t AS OF 28 MAR ----

CENTRAL 
PHILIPPINE 

ISLANDS 
0 f IS¥' 18 IS 78 •po 

MII.EI 

.., 

~, -.rr.""tll~ 

. ~4 -~ M,;>ll•• L..,.,...~ 
... L': 

' ~~ 
0 " I ., ~ . 
• !;l 

~~ -., 



DIOLABSIFID 
08D Letter, 6-8-72 
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SOIIT!lJIEST P.lCIP'IC 4JW. 

27 llal'ob. Amq 732 previously unreported oortieo, 306 were 

againat w aon t&rgete. Eighte en B-2411 attacked air<II'COies <>n 

Megroa. Obe bunclred HY8nt;y !~taro ftpport.ed cround t orc81 

on t.be Zaaboqa PeniAwla, and 123 airoratt a ttacked targets in 

tbe Bisaarclcll and SolCOions . Patrol bCIIbero sanlc live coastal 

nosele and a mecliUJI !rei .ghter t ransport ott Fonnosa and the 

China coaat . We lost two lighters. 

28 llarch. Mearq 1,000 aorti01 were n cnm, ot which 673 were 

qainat. eneiQ' t.roopa, oupplieo ond de1'enoea on Luzon . Forty-eiebt 

boa17 boatbera attackod Fonaoaa t~r~ete and 17 others at tacked a 

Bcrneo a.irtield. Jl'i&hter o supported our grwnd forces on Z....boanga 

and around Bagui o J 28 118d1UJ1 bombera hit Cebu detenaes. One ane!Q' 

plana was daatroy edJ we loot one . 

On Luaon, the I Corps aeioed hiD poaitiona soutlrweat ot BaguiOJ 

other el-nta .. de local adTanceo atter repulaing a Japanese nicht 

attack on the Villa Verde Trail . Xorth ot Laguna <io Bo.Y, ac!Yancu 

up to t wo 11ilu were u<io northeast ot llount Balidbiran. In Batlngae, 

we' aeised Ro .. rio . Patrolo puahing aouth han reached the northern 

outokirta or Lipa . 

On Cebu, we captured the a irdr ... and aa<io progreu 011 the 

coaat . • e landed .., llact.an Ia1and and occupied Opon. 

29 llal'oh. US ! orcas landed oo t he nat cout ot Iegros near 

Pulupanclan. 

6 



~ lCCLA£eil":!:J 
~~D Lottor, ~-•-72 

28 llar~h. Sixteen fighter• attacked in the Bonino, 24 others 

atru~ the Palaua, and 12 dive banbers attacked a magazine area 

on Jaluit . 

Landings ban been reported on the following five 80all 

islands nat o! Oldn&wa in the Kerama !lotto 1 Zamami ( 26 llarch); 

Oeruaa (26 llarch, aecured) ; Hokaj1 (26 March, secured) ; Tokash1ki 

(27 llarch, secured) ; and Aka . Sporadic fighting continued on 

Zamami, while ~ enipera .......uned on Aka. According to incao-

plete reports our casualties are 24 killed, 65 wounded; enem;r 

caaualtiee are 292 kill ed, 49 captured. 





!ASTERN FRONT 

f " DECLASS!Fll':l) 
I BD Le tter , 6-3-72 

29 llareb. In East Prus s ia the peninsula southwest of 

Koenigsberg hao been cleared of Oern~an troops. The greate.r 

part of Danzig is 1n Soviet bands . Local gains were made 

by tbe Sovioto west and north of Kue atrin . In Slovakia, Soviet 

troop• b&ve advanced fr<llll the Oran t o tbe llitra Rinrs . 

In atngary, Szaab&tbely hu been t aken and t he Red AnDy 

reached the Auatrian frontier, approximately 40 miles oouth-

woat of Vienna. 

8 
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llrcusnrrc 
OSil Lotter, e-•-7? 

27 llarch. l'onoations totalling more than $00 escorted IW' 

hea.,. bcabere attacked Paderborn, two benzol plants in tbo flam 

..,..a ud 1111dergro11nd oil ator"«e racllitiea an.d IUlnarine ahel tera 

on the l'eaer Rinr nortlureat ot Bremen. That night, 79 lloectuitoea 

raided Berlin. 'lhrote lloaquitoee ..,.. aiaaing. 

28 March. Nine hundred aeventT-three escorted 6th Air Force 

hea.,. bcabera attacked 0..-n indu.atriel targets in the Berl in 

and HennOYer areas . TwntT-•iz bomber• are aiseing . AdTGree baae 

weather forced cancellation or other bather •1aaiona. 

Weather grOWided the lSth llr roree . 
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llmOPIAJI TI!!.U'IIt 

27 March. ruring the 24 houra t o IIUllaot, the Tactical Air 

roreeo, rutrioted by wather which grounded aediua b011bero, n ew 
1 , 2S3 oortieo. FiChter• oupported our &rOund forcu principal]J-

around P'rankfurt , Elnon an01ll}' plaruoa were dootro)'lld; we loet 

two ftch taro . 

In the 24 hour a f.,o o600, two ~ b0111bo fell 1n Antwerp and 

22 others 1n neJ.ahboring areae, Antiaircraft fire dootroyod 21 

ot.ben. 

28 ll&roh. ll:y o600, two rocketo tell 1n the London area. One 

~ b.-1> !ell 1n lbgland and 10 ot.hero ,.,.. ohot clown by ant1air-

011 the ri&bt nan~c of the Britieh SeoaDd Arw;r, red.tance alackened 

appreciablJ' and ac!nnceo up to aix 111101 ...... ••de. n ..... t. or 

I t.ha Ill XVIII Airborne Corpo entered Ooreton and Britioh troopo were 

tour a ileo ooutheaot of 8ocbolt. 011 the lett nank, the Oanlaml 

withdrew and forward el-ntl of t.he XXX Co:,>e oaptlll'Od Ie11lburg 

and wre rapic[Q' extand1n& their &<!Yanee along the north bank of 

the 1ll1a. -.11 ..._ricb. 

reoilt&nce • croooed the conal north of Dtlilbur& and ocored ctJ.no up 

to three aileo in the araa ICNt.h of Oorl'tan. 

2 



ll!CLAS!ln'tn 
ll8D !. tt ,. , ~-~-?ll 

On t he 1'1rat l.nt:T tront, an anoonod opearhead ot tbe VU Corpa 

&dYal:lcl.ng laO aile& aca1nat li&bt radetanoe, reached the Lahn River 

at llarburg and entered the c i t7 without opposition. To the aouth , 

anoor ot the m Corps seised bridge& acros s the DUl Rinr and dro•e 

llbead 17 allea, crosaing the Lahn River south ot ll&rbursy{eadl.ng 

el~anta ,.r.e aix mUu aoutheut ot Oiusan • .Jfi'-tantey toll owed 

cloaeq behind tbeae t&nlc thrusts, aopping up ......tning reoiat&nce . 

The V Corps occupied the line of the Lebo al""'' a tront ot 10 aUaa 

eaat of Naaa.u . A late ccomunique statea that our forces h&v. entered 

nubaden. 

!be 1'b1rd ..._,. extended ita llhU. bridgehead with ga:!Da ot trc. 

lin to ten ailu acainat IIOdM-ate to acattered reaiatance. 'lila U 

Corps drove across the Jlhl.ne at 11&111• 1 and made ga1na up to two 11 U ea 

alo111 an a1ght-.alle trent. .lnaor and intantry ot the Ill Corps .. re 

angaced 111 bouse-to-bouse light ing north of the lla1n River in l'ranktllrt. 

An &r~~ored throat adYancing to the north be-n l'rank!urt and Han&u 

seined 15 •llu. Aoco rd1ng to a SIIAEF ocomuniqua Hanau and Aacha!tenburg 

h&TS bean cla&red. 

On the Seftnth l.nt:T tront, tbe n Corps upandad ita bridgehead 

to the aouth tor acaa three allee and to the east about aix ailea. 

i.aotber gain of fiT8 ailaa wu made aoutbeaat of Dt.raatadt. 



27 !larch. !hring the 24 hour a ending a"t l8oo, ac!Yarae 

weather Ul the lloditerranun !heater rlrt.ual.ly grow>ded the 

Taotieal, Coutal and Balkan .ur Foreea; only 71 aortiea 

wera reported. 

28 llarch. .t.et.i'ritT on the Italian batUa hont •• 

continad to patrouu.,. 
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ASIATIC Tfi!W'!R 

D!CLASSJFIED 
OSD Lottor, &-s-?a 

26 llt.roh, The l!aatern lli C_..,.d nn 2, 758 oorUee, o! 

which 667 wre tactical, Twent;r ti&htero nept airti aldo in 

the Rancoon, llouhein and TIYO)' area. Other toraat.iono attacked 

poait.iona , briclae• and inatall&tiona in central and aouthem 

au:•• lllr1ng all these operat ions t<>ur •MilT planes ware shot 

down! .,.. loet tbrea . 

27 llarcb. .l Brit.iab coluan pushing eouthwut trOOl ~ulcaa 

waa tiYa allee troD JCrittba. TIM Japaneee continua t.c reeiat 

at.rcncl)o at. l!)aulcae . '!bere wre no a1gnificant. C>banpa en the 

other actiYe trcnt.s in au.a, 
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e~ 
08D Le•tcr, 6_3_73 

SOUTH11ES'l' PACIFIC .lR!.t 

26 !larch. .AIIlo~ sao acld1t1onal oortioo flown, 299 were against 

targets on Lusoo. Legaapi was bombed by 59 B-2h•s; 19 othera hit 

warehouses and docks at Takao (Formosa) . Cebu wae attacked by l2h 

planes . Jap8llese in.atallations in the Biamarcka and SolCODona were 

hit by over 100 aircrili. Search pl anes sank a .. d1ua freighter 

transport and a coaataJ. vessel ott eaatem O!ina. 

27 llaroho rour lmndred aixty-threa sortieo were reported, ot 

llhioh h28 hit supplies, inataJ.lationa, and defenses 1n northern 

and central Luson . Nine &-24 1 s struck t argets in the Sulu Archipelago . 

Fifteen udiwo banbera att acked a factory and a1rdr01118 on Formosa. 

Patrol bQnbero fired two coastal noeela in the South China Sea. 

We lost one fighter . 

On northern lolson, we scored amal.1 gaino northweat and eoutheut 

o! Baguio. Unit e of the XI Corps, supported by naval bombardment, 

oeise d the e .... t hal! of Caballo leland at the sntrance to llanila 

Bq. In Batangae, we captured Lip& Hill and patrolled to Rooario 

without oootact. Other toroeo, in th1a area, dri'Ying aoutb were 

tour mllee north of Lipa. US troopa captured the oity ot CebuJ 

the toom wu TirtuallT deetro:yad, but the port inltallationa appeanod 

to be unc!Maged. On Mindanao, we seised a bill northeast of Zallboanga 

in hea'f}' fighting. 

6 
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.,.. 'll!CLASSIYl£1) 

~aD Lotter, 6- 3-73 

PACIFIC OC!WI AREA 

25 Jlarch. A:rl1l;y n:lj!ht !:lj!htera ahot down aovaral •IlOJ!IT 

bomhera attnpting to raid Iwo Jima. Other fl.ibtera attacked 

Qlicbi JiJDa. A eingle IH!9 attacked Kotu, 1n1at of Tokyo . 



'l'OP 8lllOBBIT 



JlX~LA.:~:rrm 
4~ Letter, f-3-7~ 

26 )faroh. Od;yni& 1wt been captured by the Soviets. 

In flln&ary, a general 9td lorrq adYance betwon the Danube 

and Lake Balaton gained !be .u .. y Qyor ......, captured 

and the Reel lorrq i,a now 50 ail .. frQll Vienna . In Yugoslavia, 

Partiaan troope took Bihae~ and puebecl 25 ailu beyond .• ,./ 
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.rrrm 
• &J ~ttr., f-3-7! 

~7 llaroh . Six B-24' 1 at tacked Kataoka on 8hWNehu I sl and 

in the Kur1lea. 

!lfflOP! AND Til! II!DITER!WIIWI - STRI.T!XliC UR 

~S llarcb. Poat.-raid phctcgrapba 1nd1cat& that during prav­

i owo}¥ report&d lSth Air Force operations on thia dat& againat 

three airdraMa in the Prague area and one in t he Linz AHa, 108 

parked onei!O' planoa were destroyed. 

26 llaroh. Advsrae weather grounded RAY hea-.y b011bera. Illring 

the night 81 llosquitcoa atruok Berlin and tour attaokod other 

targets . 

27 llaroh. The 8th and 15th Air Foroea operation.o were cancelled 

b)' weather. 

1 
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IUROPW THE4l'IR 

IIECLA88l?n:D 
OSD L4ttor, 6-8- 72 

26 ll&rohr liT alllUiet, the Tactie>lll .lir For-cea new aore than 

$,000 aort1ea. llodiu.a boaben, retrtrie>ted by weather, attacked 

three r&i.l,7aNia eaat o! hckt\lrtJ f4htera continued to 111pport 

our rideopread ground operationa. Ten enoll,'l' planes ore deotr0711d1 

we l oot 20. 

In the 24 hour• to 0600, o.ne roaket and 23 !lying bomb a fell 

1 near .lntwerp. .lntiaircraft fire deotroyed 22 other flying baob1. 

• 

27 ll&rch. lhring the 2b bcura to 0600, nine· rod<eta flll.l 1o 

tho !uu and London area.s . One ~ bod> reached London) !our 

other1 wre cleetroyed by antiaircraft !ire and one by ti&hter aircraft. 

North o! the lbhr, the Britiah Second Ancy- gained from three 

to !1.n . u .. againat opposition which, although Ugbter on the naru.. ' 

continued bea"7 in the center, juat north or the Lippe RiTer. 

In the llooaaien bric!cehead !ollowin& the breal<through reate~ on 

t ho 1011thern !lank, resistance Ilona the entire eastern and 1011them 

oectoro oollapeed. Tbne atronc ar.ored columna acored advance• up 

to JO mUet . The northern ooluan drove to a point ten mUea north-

eut or Haohenbi!J'I . !he ootntrlll one puahed to the v1c1nit7 o! 

I atlllar. The aouthem PI'Ol18 or thia ihnlat ,.... !he •Ueo h'oa 

Iieabaclen. South o! JCobleno, troope h'oa oor Boppard bridsebead 

linked up at Lahnete in ritb thoae h'oa the llolaagen .area. 

Tho Third A.nq caneolidated ita po1i tiona between Daru t.odt and 

2 
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l'f'"' 'D'!CLASS!rl'!l) 
bSD Letter, b-S-72 

.Ucha.ttenbur& and advanced to the line ot tho! lla1n Rinr in the 

l"ranlcturt uea whore a damaged railroad bridge wao captured. 

Intant.r.,. paaaed over the bri._e and are now tichtiz18 toward 

the heart ot l'ranld'llrt. 

CUr Seventh .l.rll;r g&ined eight lllUea on a l$ ..... Ue troot north 

ot llannheilll. 

3 
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liEDI'rERRANIWI THR.\TER 

DZcLAssrnn 
Ol D Lo~~er, 5_3_71 

26 llarch. AdYerae W'llather ........ ~:r cu!'tallad Tactical Air 

Force operati one; cnl,y 201 eo!'tiee """ nown. lhlle •ediu:a 

bQabers were &TOWldotd .all !or~~&t1ona o! N.ghtera and t ighter 

bombers attacked c-.unieations 1n northern Italy and targets 

1n the Valley ot the Po. We lost one plane , 'nla Balkan Air 

Force new 129 ecrtiea against rail t&Jo&ato and ccmmunicationa 

1n Yugoela Y1a . 

27 llarch. Thera waa no si&nificant change on the Italian 

battle tront. 

4 . 



D!OLASSI7I'R!! 
JIV Lotter, b-8- 79 

ASIHICl TIIEA'l'ER 

2,? lla.rcho The Eastern Air Comand flew 2,509 sorties of which 

517 were offensive qainat bridges in southern Bunna and en""1)' 

positi ons and supply cllmps throughout the battle zones . 

24 and 25 llarch, The 14th Air Force reported over 100 

ottensive aorties principally qainst cOIII!Illn.icationa in cent r al 

• China . Heavy bombers lllined t he Yangtze River, east of Hankow. 

We loot two planes . 

26 llarch. The airfield at Laohokow was encuat ed by illied j 
forces in China . 

Chinese troops continued to advance south of Heipaw; t o tho 

.... t, t hey had roached the vicinity of llong Yai . ill ied un1ts 

continued to mop up Japane se positions between llan~ and the 

l(ritnge River, Britioh troops had driTon to within a S11le of 

• Kyaukae and were 111oving south to effect a junction w1 th other 

Britiab el011ente moving north fr<D JCyittha, which ba.a been occupied. 

illiod fore.. dr1 Ting aouttlnat trca tho Ngazun bridgehead were 

five llliles frca ll;ring;ran, On tho Arakan coast, local progress W&a 

ude south of Tanl'n Creek, 
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SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA 

l!ZOLASS!l'In 
ll!lll l.ottor, L-S-73 

25 llarch, Aao~ over 470 additional sorties reported, 206 

ftre nown OYer Luson and 40 against bil'OU&CS and gun positions 

on northe.m Hew Ireland. Sixty--nine B-24 1 s and 41 118ht bombers 

attacked the area around Cebu Cit y. Heavy patrol bombers sank 

two .t're181t tar transports and t wo coastal veaseb and destroyed 

one enell!,)' plane in the southern French Indo-China area. 

26 llarch, The majority of over 400 sortioa reported were 

against troops, supplies and bridges on Luzon. Eighteen B-24'• 

again bombed Cebu City. 

On Luson, units of the I Corps advancing eastward towards 

Burgos captured the high ground about a mile northnst and south­

na t of the town. Southeast of Balete Pan, we repulsed tan 

Japanese counterattacks against our pooitions in thet area. West 

of Fort stotsenburg, XI Corps troops continlled to reduce strong 

ioolated ene"'Y pockets. &&at of Lake Taal, unite of the XIV Corpe 

driving south towards a junction with wr foroea moving north, 

establ ished a road block juJt aouthnat of Lipa. 

On Cebu, - reached Lagtan unoppoeed but encountered organized 

resistance east of Pardo, 

6 
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PACIFIC OC!Wi A.REA 

D!CLASS! FifD 
Ol D Lo tter, b-3- 72 

26 lhrch. 15 !oreos, supported by lla•al guntire and aircral't. 

cOYer, landed on t hree nall 1alands , west o! Oldna:wa, 1n the 

~lcyua agains t light opposition. Two o! tho ioh nds W8ro r eported 

18oured by noon. Thrn one"'Y planes attacking our nooela were 

abot down . 



DICLASIIJIC 
O&D L4tt•r, 0-&-78 



!ASTERN FRONT 

1)1CLAS~tFI¥ll 
OlD Lotter, ~-3-7a 

27 ll&rob. In Weat Pru .. i&, the Sovieta puahad into the 

out.ld.rta or Qc:lynia and tha center or Danzig. Unita or the 

Red Arlo!r al.so captur<ld Strehlen, aouth or Brealau, and Jb'bnik 

1n wutern Poland. Tile SoYieto mdntailled the t•po o! their 

adYance 1n southern Hungary between Lake Balaton and tho llllnuba 

River. 
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IIICUGSI,Itll 
~iD Letto•, l-3-73 

!OIIOPB AND TI!B IIEDIT!IIIWIE.U - STRATm IC Ull 

25' llarch. Two lwldred !1rty-aeven RAF eocorted heavy bombero 

st.n>ck Renno-rer; )00 others hit lluenater and Oanabruck , lloequitoea 

r aided Berlin. Four boabers are aisaing . 

IW'ing the ni<lht, Liberatore of the l$th Air Foree dropped 

126 tone on a ra~d at Villach 1n .l.ust ri& , One bomber 1a Diaains • 

26 llarch. The 6th Air Force, restt-ieted by adverae weather 
' 

at ita baaoa, di&patcbed 339 eaeorted heavy baobers t o attack a 

synthetic oil plant at Zeits and an al'llored vehicle facto.,. at 

Plauen. Nineteen bcoobera are outatanding, a majority o! which are 

believed aate . One ti<!hter wu loat and four others are unreported 

but. believed sate. 

Five hundred and twenty escorted heavy bcoobers, d1epatehed by 

tbe l$th Air Force, attacked railJ'arcla in oaetern .l.ustri&, weotorn 

C&echoelovald.a and western ~ary. Fightera dropped 2J. tons ao a 

rail brld£• """t o! Vienna, atra!ad r ail t ransportation and ohot 

dawn !iva onaiQ' planea. Five bcab&ra and tour figjltera ar,e 111so1ng, 

1 
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BUROPEAII THF.l1'D 

2$ llllroh. The Tactical. Air Forces nn 6, 217 aorti.ee and dropped 

2,.364 tona or boaba . llediUil baabera concentrated upon co-utication 

centera and KWl poaitione in the northern bridsehead area and upon 

railyardls a t Lilllburg and others 1n the rranld'urt area. P'l.ghtera 

aupportin& 011r bridgeheads claimed great dsetruct ion and damage to 

rail and motor traneport. Thirty-nine ene~ planu were destroyed; 

"" loet .3$. 

One rocket and t wo fi71ng bOI!bs !ell 1n Antwrp, and !ive rocket.a 

and ll tll"in& lxiabe !ell in adJacent areu. Ant.iail'cra!t tire destroyed 

seven other flTing baabs . 

26 llarch. Seven flJ'ing banbs !all 1n England, o! whi ch one reached 

the London area . Five others were destroyed by antiaire.ra!t !ire. 

Seven rockete landed in the Essex and London areas . 

The Second British Arn;y and the XVI Corps or our Ninth Arrir;r driving 

to the northeast extended the bridgehead north or the Ruhr for average 

gaine or two ailee againat c011parat1ve~ li&llt oppoaition. Bridges 

across the llhine have been ccaplet.ad and the bllild"\lp in the bridgehead 

1e proceedJng ntisfaeto~. 

Ckl our P'iret .lrlqy front an araored d1 vi lion of the VII Corps ad­

vanced aut !rca tbe center of our l*oagen bridgehead !or ten ailes 

against opposition which waa eliibt at firat but aubeequentl.y eti!fened 

u numer0111 1111n11, infantry, artillery and tanka Wire encountered. 

Lesse r advaneee wwre ude eaat of Bonn. 'nle III Corps adYanced !or 

12 111lles to the eoutheut against 1.4ht and acattered resistance and 

aetabliahed contact with a.n~or of the V Corpe CICI the auper-llJ.glrq.y 

2 



in the vicinity of llontabaur, An amored division of the V Corps 

&!tar reaching the llont&baur area veered to the southeast and 

captured Limburg and a bridge over the Lahn and ia continuing t o 

dri ve dolrn the euper-highway towarda Wi e ebaden . 

On our Third 1.:rm<f front, two divisions of the VUI Corps a t tack ing 

acroes the Rbine at two houre after midnight extended the corps bridge­

head established tbe day be fore between Ehrenbreitstein and Boppard 

an additional 13 milee and advanced generall y two mile• eaet of the 

1 Jbine . An infantry divis ion of the XII Corps advanced three miles 

to the north in the area east of lolainz , Armor of t he corps thrusting 

towarda Frankfurt gained ll miles and according to COIDilllDi que had 

rea ched the outskirts of t he c i ty. Darmstadt has been taken. The 

4th Armored Division of t he XII Corps which had by-pas sed Darmst a dt 

r eached Aschaffenburg on the llain , capturing a railroad bridge acroee 

the r iver west of the ci ty, and farther to the north gained the out-

ekirte of Hanau east of Frankfurt where another bridge across the llain 

wa.a captured. 

On our SeTenth J.ntr:t front, the XV Corps crossed the lbine at 0230 

bet- en Oernehe:lm and llannheim. Strong initial resistance was overcome 

and advances up to four miles -re made, 

The overall situation of the enemy on t he lbine continued to 

det eriorate staad1l.y. l"or the !1rot 24 deya of llarcb an an rage 

dslly total of 10,000 prisoners hae been taken of which owr (:1) pe r 

cent are cQilb&t troope, 
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--~ noussrrru 
~ Letter, 0-8-78 

2$ llaroh. The Tactical llr Force now 1,182 sorties , lled.l.ua 

b0111bers continued att acks on rail bridges on the southern end of 

the llN!nner Route and on the northern outlet in Au atria, Othera 

attacked a bridge in tbe central Po Valley and bit an Ulllllnition 

dullp near Venice . P1cbters atruclc -m. t1oo and mel m.ps and 

oil targets 1n the Po Valley and c...udeatione 1n northern Italy, 

effecting 100 rail cuts and destroying two rail bridges. '!he 

Coastal and Ball<an Air Forces n., 48 and 8l sorties respectively; 

the fol'lller attacked eh1pping oft northeaetern and northwestern Italy 

and rail mov•ent in Yugoalevi&, the latter atruck ra1J.yard.s and 

transportation in Jugoalavi& and Genoan carriecna in northeastern 

It&l.y. TWo ene"'Y plane• 11eH destroyed; ,.. loat three , 

26 llarch. Activity on the ltolian battlefront """ confined to 

aporadic raiding and patrolling, with no change in p<>ait ions , 
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ASIATIC THEATER 

D~l.ASSIYIU 
iaD Letter, 0-S-7~ 

24 llt.rcb . The l!utem Air CCIIm&nd tlew 2, Ill 7 sorties o! which 

829 were o!!anah'e . llaa'f'7 bombers dropped 1.46 tons on railyardo io 

the lloul..eio area and others aeriOilsl;r daqed a rell bridge near 

Kanc:Jlanaburi (1ft the au .. a....Sial line . llediua baobel"s and !J.&htere 

continued attacka on enU~T positions and 111ppliee in the Bunu 

battle areas and ... pt rail bridge• and airfields through southern 

a..rm.a. 

The 14th Air P'orce reported 130 additional sorties. t'Mrt1-

tour aircraft in nwaerous sall llliosiona attacked Japanese colUIINI 

actvan.cing upon our airbaae a t Laohokaw f 'Nlll the northeut and south) 

other pl anea attacked rail lioeo and br idgea !rom Tungting Lake 

southward uong the Siang River Valley, and in the Yellow River area, 

Six fighters shot down two enem;y planes of a foraation ot 23 OYer 

Nanking. We lost two aircraft tr... all llliosiona . 

25 lllarch, Thirty-tour ottensi're aortiea were !lawn chie tl;r 

"iainat r ail bridges and reil and road t rettie in central China. 

23 llarch. A cOilnterattack 011 t he bridphead establiohe d the 

nicht o! 22 llarch south of Tanlwe Creek was repueed and the bridge­

bead ...., tinll;r .. cured. 

2$ llarch. 1&8t ct lleipo', Chine" troopa ao-rlng to the aouthaaat 

gained an additional aewn llilea tawarda IIODCYai• Britiah troops 

continued to aop up the .-aining Japanese r asietanee in the llandalO¥ 

area . 
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SOOMIESf' Pi.Cl71C A.R£ol 

2L Much. Mdiiicml eor't.iea r or Lhe dq totalled h9)1 aaonc 

-.hich J70 nre ncnm qainlt t.arcete m Won and IV aga.itu1t. e.oe.r 

Wt&ll.a.t101'18 in t.be ~.a and Solcu.orw. B-24'• dropped 18& \.OM 

or ba::ba on Lflti_Upi (Lu~oa) and ot~n d.l'oPP$d 67 t.cl\s oa T&kao 

{Fo:nK\11&) . ?OW" huv, bCIIIbera at.t.adked the Tien Ko a.lrdrooe at 

Cclt.on in Qiina. Forty- one liaht. bc.bt>r• rtJ.ded J.t.p~.Mu deferutu 

on Ceb\1 , 

25 Wa.reh. Mo" Ulan li.SO sorties ware repoH.ed. TIIJ"SeLa in 

nortbtrn and aout.bsm Luzon were attacked by J68 plar.es. Ei&Jrt..aen 

he.YT baabe:rs ac&!n hit Wtall.atiooa on CalN. IJ.cbt boabera aLt.a.eked 

a potWtr pl.&tlt. M4 1nctu.tr1&l targets en fcnnoaa and h.arataad t .hi.ppir.a: 

cdf the coa.t-t.. &.vy baaban, at.~kin& ...:1.1 ahippill& near Bal.ikpApa.n, 

Boroeo~ .. t. one cout.al vt~uel on rtra and dluuied ot.hero. We l~t. 

one plane. 

foll01d.r.c • haa'Y7 art-Wery preopuat ion, u utaolc waa launotu.d 

qa.1zurt strona enai:Q' poli!Uona e.ut ot Salat. Pua, bJt I corpa ua1ta 

coatinue4 to .eat l'tea.'7 oppo.tU.on to U1411r adnnca no1"t.hw&.rcl. n 

COrpa wt.U.a u da U.it.ad advme., 1ft the a.rN. Mat o f llanila. ilrborno 

wrl.t.. or u. XIV Coflt• .t:icbt.iDc u.n or Lake Taal occ\1piad DU• a.tt.er 

a bit.Wr lJ.cbt. &tid rart.her eu-t. • en leat than a ~r~lle acut.lrn.,t of 

Wuiit.. M,y -.all cont.act.:a qn repol"Wd trc:. Pan.A7. On Mindanao, 

blat D1~1aion unita oontin\led to eoountAl" hea..,- owo•it.S.on ~;~ortb of 

PaaQIDUle& • 

~· !ha .t..eri~ D:biAJ..oa, leu oot 8e&idnUl Ccialbat. ,..__, 

lulcMd at fal.J.uJ Point on U'le au tAm 01*1.. o! C.b\1. 
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PACIFIC OCEAN AREA 

DlrOLASSlFII'D 
080 Letter, ~-3-7~ 

ll-17 llarch, .lrccy- garri~on forces, continuing tile mopping up 

on Sa1pan, OU8111, T1n1an, and Peleliu, k1lled 51 of the en""')' and 

took 16 prisoners . 

2lt llarch, Targets in the Palaus were bon>bed by l!arine planes. 

In the Byukyus, carrier-based aircraft continued attacks on shipping 

and air installations; our battleships bombarded coastal objectives. 

27 llarch • According to preliminary report, l:O 8-29 ' s of the 

XXI Bomber C-d ba.bsd an aircraft factory at <Airura, 35 hit air­

field installations at Oita and ?5 attacked airfields at Tachiarai, 

all an Kyuahu, Ck!e hundred one o"Uiers were airborne to lay ~tines 

by radar in Japanese hC111e waters , 

7 
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----t tiOLASStrrtn 
OlD Le~tor, 0·8· 78 

' 

26 March. In East Pnlaaia the Soviets continued their pr .. aure on 
the Oeran pocket southwest of Koenigsberg . There is !i&hting 1n 

tbe st-reets o! llanEig . In Cuchoslovak4, Soviet forces advanced 

three lliles on a 20-mil.e front eaptu.r1n& Banska EVatrica , The 

o!fend-.. o! the Red .t.r-.y 1n M$1)1(etween 1J7or and Lake Balaton 
continued to gain ground and l!8d troops are now within 60 lllilee ot 
Vanna. 

8 
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DIOLA&811IU 

J tc.r..u..,., ~u 

~· tour b.mdN t'l'/lol"' IM -.-.y bflllt>en t\.r\lc1r: ~roop 

~U'aU.CIGI a!. ~' a J"a1l7vd at 3~!·'lu-ade awl a ~ 

oU reflne!')'. 'lh&l n1•ht. 61~ bqu1t.oe1 at.t.ac:O:ed IJorU..n. 

~· r. blandr.d M'l'a\t.)'-«<e ••oorte4 Ul Air r~ t.eav 

ba..ber• at~d oU tt.arar,~e tlePQU tn U.. Unm..-tck-1141rot»J'S ......... 

Ad're,... 'WIIa~her ~t..d oi~r optrat.law. S.l.z .,,.q pl11141.- .. ,. 

••t.ro:rM. n.,. bcmlert cd - .tietlwr &J"e aiaaine:-.. 

In one or the larv:an OJIINt.t.cn. or tbe lSt.b .ur J roe, •"'"'Cine 

1~2\A> ..U.t roun.,...W':tp, 619 ttcortAd t. • .,. ..,_..., att.a~•d t.tu-te 

&.U-11e.ld.t atld an •d . .~~~Nrizc wonc.. a\ PT..,. c~ ~- thlrt.,... 

•.b otbora baat.d M airtiold 1n t.be Line ar.a ot Mltt.ri&. S...n 

~ pl&n.e _.,. Iibert -.rt _. ot.bt" _,... •.nr~ 14 0111 \.be IJ"'W:ld.. 

or-o bc.ben Md two fipt..-N .... 1!11•hl&• 
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D&,'LAoiil1[10 
~~~ Lotter, 6-3- 72 

24 l!&rch . The Tactical Air :orcas surpassed all previoua N!COrds 

with a total of 6,6SS aortias in the course of r.Dich 2, SSl tons of 

b<Xlbs were dropped. Allied airborne and grwnd troops in tho area 

north of the lblhr were 1:1\lpj)Orted by t:10ro than 2, aoo fict>tere Wld by 

llled1um banbex-s which dropped mora than 1, .300 tons on fll'" ~oeitions , 

bridges, and co=ication centers . other aircraft sup• orted wr 

troops 1n the Oppenheim bridgehead ond else...mere alone; the front . 

Thirty- four eneJ:!Y planes were destroyed; we lost .31. 

In addition to l , JQO ,lid•rs repo:-ted previously l,S89 tr>lls .ort 

planes were used in airborne operations supportint; the 21st .tu-~ lroup 

offensive. F'orty-five transports were shot donn and seven aro unreported . 

In the 24 hours to O!IJ<J, 10 flying bCJ:Ibs f ell near AntYmrp; ten 

others were doetroyed by Mtiaircr aft fire . 

2S !.larch. IID-irv the 21.-hour pex-iod endinl' o6oo, three n:tinll 

bombs fell in ~land, one re4chinp the London ax-ea . 

The advnnce ot the Soccnd ritish A:r-r::f east ot the ~ina ccntinu•d 

succe•s1'ull.y despite etront: ener!)' opposition in the northern porticn 

or the brid;:ehaad. .... •• 1 .... cleared or the enec;y. F'1r:l contact was 

made with bot h divisions ot the CS XVIII Airbor llfl Corps and the 

br idgehead now hu 4 ma.xir.lwa depth of appr oximately six milee . Our 

llinth Arc;y made ~cod pronnae against l~ht to moderate r-ee1atunce in 

the area oust and north o£ Dinelaken And has advnnced i te brid;lehead 

to a depth of six miles . The bri di:eheads established by the Second 

Bri t.iah and Ninth Armies now stretch alon,. the !Udne for core than 

2 

·-



2S lllilu. Ferries are operating succeastully. 

Qlr irst ArrtQ ext..n :~~d the ,..,.. • n brid,~ehead by an additional 

fivo .Ues to tho aouthe at and our troops .aoe n= l'lit.hin t'IIO r.liles 

ot Otrenbraitstcin, across tho river !ra• Koblenz . Two to !our"'!'lile 

advi&llces to the east were nade alon~ u !rent of c:ore than )U miles 

runnin• north !ran tho Koblenz area . Stron • ""sistance, difficult 

terrain and heavil) 1tin cl a...,.s ""re encounteN!d . :;cmei'OI ~ cou:ter ­

at~ c's "ere repubed at tho north~m •ncl or the brid;;o~.•ad eu· t anc! 

norttmes t of Bonn . 

On the '1"-ird ArrJ:t front, the Vlii Corps cros•cd tho ! ine nt 

llliclni< ht between Kobl"" • and Boppa.rd &.ncl advanced p to a aile <'1 the 

e ... t hank along a front o! "''re tllan ten iles. ''""1st .nco ns 

ooclerate at first rut becOMe heavy . Tho Lth Annored Division broka 

cut of the XII Corps bridi;ehead at Oppenheilr and, pasein<• south of 

llan<awdt, a:lvanced 19 Miles eastward. To the north, infantry divisions 

adv...nced up to three niles tOllai'ds llar:'.atadt alon~ a lO..C ile front. 

I Co1111Unique reports that our :mnor is now 27 miles east ot t.he llhine 

and that Darost ndt hoe !allen. 

The Saventh Arr:.y occupied the west bank of tho '~"ina betnen 

IAI<!Ir1.saha!en and the area wcat or Karlsruhe, thus conpletin• the 

liberation o! all territory west or tho :U.ine !'rao the Swiea to the 

llltch !ron tiers, 1'11 th the exception of tho Oeman garriaona cut of! 

in eo.., o! the port areas on the French coaat . 

J 
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!.!E:DITERIWIEAN THEATER 

24 !.!arch. The Tactical Air Foree new 1, 232 sorties . '!Aiclilll! 

b<rnbers attacked rail brid,ou north and south of the Brenner Pass 

and a railyard and bricl;:es •outh'west of Udine . Fighters contin\led 

to .,...ep CODilWiieationa in northern Italy, Yugoslavi.a ""d southern 

.lustria, and hit 1\lel and ouppl.y <bops ir northern Italy and t..rcets 

in the battle area . Coastal Air Foree planes , among & sorties , attacked 

shipping in the Oulf of Oenoa and transportation in northern It.aly 

and Yugoslavia . Balkan Air Force planes , f l ying 12$ sorties , attacked 

r ail targets , coastal shipping and airdromes in Yugoslavia . Three 

ene~ planes were destro,yed; we lost five . 

2$ !.!arch, Ckl the Fifth A;r<Jq front, a small-scale attack aouthnst 

ot Bologna was r epulsed by the II Corps . In the l:if:jlth Art~)' sector, 

Inclian troopa drove otf an enemy raid nort!Dtest at li\lsJ&nano and a 

Polish unit repuleed a raid on a platoon position north of Funza • 
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ASIATIC Tlf'!ATER 

•· DIC~ASSIPIID 
41D Lotter, 0-8-?a 

23 March. Tha Eastern Air CoMmand !lew 2, uS3 aorties , of which 

621 were offensive. L!edium b<>:lbera and tighkra Attacked bridgea in 

southern am.& and h.t troop concentrations and ouppl.y areas on the 

battle fronts . Qle plane was lost . 

Thirty-<>ight additional offenaive sorties were reported by the 

l uth Air Force, raisinv the day' • total to 76. ·,,e lost three planes • 

2u ll&rch . Heavy bor.lbers of the U th Air ~orca dropped 97 tone 

on the locomotive yard nt Chenghsien, and a nearby bridge over tho 

Yellow River . 

Bsporta rra. Chinese $ourceS, genoral:.y con!i.r:led by our air 

reconnnissance , indicate that Japanese troops in a number of colwma 

are p.~shing westward townrds llanyanjl and further to tha south another 

colum thNating north !r<lil Kingcen haa reached to within 20 ~:ilea 

of Sian(!Yang. These drives constitute an obvioua threat to our air 

base at 1.-ohokow • 

Chinese troops cleared the I.-ahio- llinda.la;y road to ten J:liles 

beyond Haipaw. The Indian troops sQUtheast or l:or.ol< have advanced 

five mlleo beyond L:onglong. The ra::nants or the Japanese forces 

trapped in the area between IJandalay and the IJyitnne Jtiver were bel..ni 

liquidated; one pocket of resiatance aouth of the rl""r has been 

cleared although reaiatance atill 1a strong northweat of liYaulc:Je . A 

column of British troope moving oaat !rcn o/Uildwin occupied '1.11odaw 

and captured two trains loaded Witt 4UlJmll\1tioo and supplies . Another 

colw:m supported by tanka 110ved to tha north and took llwoa . 

s 
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SOUTI S®T PACIFIC AREA. 

2.3 ~ch. Additional offensive sorties reported for the day 

totalled 298, including 107 a.:ainst targets in the Solonons and 

Bismarcks . Cebu was raided by $6 heavy bombers ; fighters supported 

gr ound forces at zamboanga . 

24 !larch . },!oro than 4JO sorties were nOYm. Gun positi ons and 

buildings on Cebu v1ere demolished by 95 heavy bl>!lbers . Various 

targets on Luzon were attacked by 28.3 planes \7hlch also supported 

our ground forces . Patrol planes sank a small transport southeast 

of Shanghai and t;;o vessels near Srmtaw. 

On Luzon , the I Corps attacked s t rong positions soutlwest of 

Ilrugan but t18de no gain; near Balete Pass four ene"1)' night attacks 

were repulsed . Linited advances were reported by the XI Corps 

south of l~unt Baytangan . l!ount Balidbiran and several ridges to 

the north were occupied. 

On Panay, enemy pockets in the Pavia area wel'e re<Dlced. 

On Uindaneo, the 41st Division continued to encounter heavy 

opposition to its advance northeast of Pasonanca . Limited gains were 

macb north of san Roque . 

6 ·-- ... . ,. .. 
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25 J.:nr<:h. In East PrussiA, the Oer-oan pocl<et was further 

re<klced by the capture of ile1l1 ~enbeU. The Red An:ry re ·is tared 

substantial ·ains in ftl.ngary at the Danube bend \lest or t:e?.tarr,or.. 

ancl in the area north of Lake !lalnton . In Yugoslavia, Part111an 

attacks regained o~inal positions eouth or Sarajc\'O and cut 

the rall linea tran Bihnc . 

7 .. - .. .. - . . . 
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DIOLASSIFIEO 
OlD Le<<ar, ~-3-78 

MlliOPE AliD THE l"'DITERRAJ;:All - STAA'l't:OIC AIR 

2) lo:arch. lliU' heavy be~:~bere att.acl<f!d n rail bridr,e at Bre:oen 

with 6Jo tons of bc.:bs , 'IIIIich included five 1-- ton and ele\'f'n six- ton 

deep penetration bombs . Sevonty- oeven othor hoavy b01:1bors struck 

a rail bridge southwest of l.!inden . That ni:•ht, 19S Mavy b<r!bero 

with 2) •osquitoea continued at acf.s on • e• l. Sixty-tlll"!!P ..:osquitoes 

strucl< ilerlin, and 23 raided Asehaffenbut'll · One ene"''{ plano was 

shot down; two he&'l'.f banboro .d two L osquitoes are miasinc . 

railyru'<ls in northweotern llelTI4ny, l , 24~ bor-,bers dropJ,ed 3, 4Lu tone or 

bonbs . :'inal roperto reduce our lo•• to nine il<>l"bera . 

21. arc:.. :.lore th3.n 1 , 200 heavy 1>0'1 •rs of t.he cth Air Forco 

were airborne to at tack 17 airdrcnes north of the l~r . Two hundrod 

forty others dropped suppli.,s t o our airborne t.rocrs acroso the 

n>ine . ::aeortin!' n.~hters n~ .. l , 256 sortil!s . :'ift'.(-t~ree en~· 

aircraft wer e shot down; )) boonbers and eir.ht fighters are mis s inc . 

Six hundred sixty- one heavy banbers of the lSth Air f'orce 

acCCID!'aJ11ed by 369 f~htera baobed a tank factory in Berlin, two 

airdrQIIOS and a railyard in southern Oenno.ny and r ailyal'do in wnatern 

Cuchoelovakia. !:leven balsbers and five f~hters are missing ; 28 

ene:;y planes were destroyed . This lllisaian ns the deepest xnotration 

to date by the lSth Air Force . 
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DXCLASSIFIID 
OlD Lo\tor, 0-8-78 
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2.3 Jl.nrch . Tho Tactical Air Force• flew a record totnl of S, 7S2 
aortioa and dropped 2, 06) tons ot bombs . 'oro than 460 odium h<nbers 

atruck the Dinslaken co~nication center and f'ctory area north 

ot Du sbur> , preparatory to the aosa\ilt •c!"'Ss th .l>ino. Oth<>r 

colmlllnication canters north of th~ ~hr oe •;~11 ~· rail t nrcets 
sout.heaot of :.!anr.heim 1<0!"r nlso attaC::e by oediun bo- "\!l'S . f~htors, 

Sl·teepjJlf' the battle fronts , made lar:;e cl ,i_.,_. of destruction and 

c!:I:Mge to "otor transport o.nd rail cars . • ort:·-one OJ'lOI:V pl:ma. 

,,ere destroyed; wo lost 22 . 

In the 2h hours to uaov, lS flyin~ barbs toll ne;.r Mt'll'erp and 

ton othns were shot down by antiai.rcral't. fire . 

2L l.l:lrch . In tho 2u hours to 06ov , s:lx rocknts ..nd three flying 

b<l'lbs foL. 1n Zn ·land; an tilli rcral't. shot dawn on<' ot..'ler rlyin' bcnb. 

A recapitulation of the sorties flown by the Stret• ic and 

Tactical Air torces for the week ondin • 22 llarch ahows a total ot 
lL, LJO attacks by heavy banbero , 7, 262 att.acl<o by .,..dium bcnbere, and 

29,981 fichter sort!ee; ll.9 eneey ai.rcraft 1r11re ehot dawn and 226 
destr oyed on the grOUJld . 

Alter heavy Mr~ ..nd artillety preparation, tho o!econd Britieh 
ArliiY eomronced an assault crosainr of the •Chine .,.tween vr ieth and 

i'ieael , three hours before idnight on the 23rd . Steady progreso mo 

2 



DIOLASSIP!Il) 
•ID Lo•tor, ~-8-72 

•de alons th4 ent.iro ~ front with advances of tr0111 two to !our 
mlles . Brit.ioh troops were finaly establisned in the north and 
northw stem oectiona o! >!esel wh"re street !~htir: c<mtinuea . f. 
counterattack l!lls repulsed to the northwest . The croosint, or the 
Rhine was aaaisted by tho ouecossful droppinf! north of .. esel of the 
XVIII liS Airborno Corps ca:tpoood o! two a.l.rborno diviaiono, one 
A:llerica.n and one British. Tho air troops wore tranoporwd in "'oro 
than 1,.)00 glidera tom>d by o\Merican and British planes . Contact 
waa established betTr• on the a.l.rborne forces and the Second British Arr:ry. 

Coordinat~ its ero""in' with the British attack , the X'TI 
Corps of the !linth Arf'f/1 corr.enced ita assault across the 01e ina fro::> 
Wesel to Oberhaueen at 0200 hours . Advnnces of !ra- two to four "'Uea 
were made a•o.inst generally l:IP,ht resistance . 

Our Fir~t Army in the !lel'lo.gen brid£ehoad adva.nc~tl ~enerall>• tOT03rd 
the east averaginc two mUoe along a 2$-Mile front . 

'!he XII Corps o! the 'I'IIird ~ cleared all organized resistance 
on its front west of the Rhino and "as eotablished a bridrehead across 

• tho river at Oppenheim stretc.'>ing alon- the east bnnlt for over 15' mUea 
and With a depth of 1110re than five , 

The Seventh An:1)r had cleared prkcticall,y all or the west bank o! 
tho Rhine between Ludw18ah4fen and Karleruhe . '!he XXI Corps reached 
tho river artar taki.n~ Speyer and elecents o! the VI Corps were on 
the Rhine seven niles north of Karlsruhe . 

Conamique reports that Alliad forces in the wast captured 20, 963 
prisoners on ~cb 23 . 

3 
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23 l:ar<:h, Tlvo Tactical Air Force new 1,213 sorties. ''edilll' 

ba:obers and l1r,ht.er plllnes attacked r aU t.ercets, oU du.'Dps and 

p<mer plants in the l'o Valley and northern ltuy. 7ho Coashl 

Air Force participat'ld in sar.e of these attacks , flyinl; 76 sortioa 

in all . Tha Balkan Air t'orce fle" 137 sol·tiea , directed chiefly 

against raU t.erceta in Yugoslavia . Threo eneny aircr aft wo,.., shot 

down and one waa destroyed on the l;l'Ound . We lost five . 

2L !larch. 'r.'lere was no s:l.,-nificant c:hanie on the battle front 

in Italy. 

• 
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ASIATIC l'lll:A.TER 

n cu::nn:D 
dsD Lottor, ~-S-73 

22 !larch, Tho Ens tern Air Como.nd now 2, 204 sorties , of which 

6 .) were offensive . Heavy ba'll'ors 1\tt~cked rolll.JV stock on the r~U 

line. into Thailmld. Other ni•o1ono Of heav;r an1 dive ba!lber• t'es-

tro;rod radar installation• north of 811• ein, at the cou!.'l of the 

.'lllrl·cxn i!iver and on :;re ot Cocos !oland. Jldi\11:1 and fi.zhter planes 

continued to attac< bricf.:;es o.nd C.q>a and to support <;:"OUnd oper -

t1cns 1n the battle areas of uu,. . 

'l'went;y-(11.~ht adil1~1onnJ. offensive 80rt1~s l'mrc reported by tho 

14th Air :-'orco principally against raUronds ln northern O;inn . 

23 !.larch . The 14th Air r'orco reported .)6 offensive sorties . 

One ~1ss1on of 27 heavy bombers de•troyod a lnrce spo.n of a br1~o 

over the Yell"" River end seriously cb ·ed loco;oot1ve re
1
.air shop

5 

at. Tdnan. 

21 t:arch. ll>ndalay was reported clear of the cnea;r. 

22 llirch . A strow ene"V attack by nip,ht. frqo, the south t<>mlr\ls 

~oiktUa was repulsed. 

2) Uarch . Tho towt1 ot llyingysn nnd its airstrip have boon captured 

Md olenred. 
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22 !.!arch. ;..,.on.1 256 adoitional sorties reported, 11.0 Wllre nown 
over the ~c;·s ""c! Soloo:ons . l'1J'ty- r1ve heaV'J ..nd lJ. !i7htor 

bor:ibers dropped !l$ tone on Cel:Al . 

23 !.:arch. !li;lht hundred fiJ.'teen eorties wore reported . Of 599 

aircraJ.'t over Luaon, L92 supported ·round operations; the re-ainder, 

67 "-24's ~nd J.o !i•hters, ~roppotd 187 tons on Leg~spi ir.st:ulations . 

Thirty-se'"'" escorted heavy barh~rs derlolished two 1\y'iro-olcc-.;,.ic rhn' s 

in centr al fornoso.; oth"r aircr aft hit Takao (Fomooa) , Cobu, o.nd ilaitll.l.n 

Island. Aircraft patrollin& tho o(Yulcyus , Formosa anti Chinn coa•t areas , 

eanl< thn!e coastal vesoelo and a IIMAll transport, an~ d3l •ed others , 

includin<: a deatro;"'r escort and n lar·e gunboat whic>- """ forced noMre. 

One enell\1' plane W3s destroyed; we lost one B-2L. 

The I Corps recaptured the positions near the fleno liver lost on 

21 !.!arch, and continued to attack IUOn> the Villa Verde Trail . S!tnl.l 

advances wer ude enst a:td south o! llalete Pasn . l.orth of LaJ:Una de 

:JQ:;, the XI Corps •eizod additional hill positiono . On Panny, we ""re 

nopping up northwoet of the Sungue and Tif!on Rivero , ""ile patr ols re­

coMoiterod virtually the entire northern coMt of the island. On the 

Zamboanga Penineula, we reached a point 3, 000 ynrda north of Sm !!Dqloe 

a~ainst ninor opposition and patrolled unopposed a like distance north 

of Pusonanca . llllconnaiasanca parties landed on Jolo, 'l'atri Tawi and 

llanaran Islands , in the Sulu Archipelago. ilalabac Isl11nd , o•r south­

western Pnlawnn, ia reported clear ot the ene"'Y. 

At Puerto Princesa on Palawan, a S, 200- foot a1ratr1p is serviceable. 

On Panay, a !., SOU- root str ip norttr••aat or nouo hu been rehabllitat..d 

and is in use by transport planes . 



.. .. 
PACIFIC OCEAN AREA 

rr- ~LAtSif:l~ 
21D Lottor, t-~·?0 

2l !larch. ~Iarine fighters, dive boebers ancl torpedo 

planes struck Yap . 

2) "arch. Fi!teon fi(:hters attacl<ocl tareets 1n the 

Bonins . 

24 J.:D.rch. '111e J.:itl!llbishi aircraft en ·1ne plant at liaeoyn 

was the tarGet for a ni;bt attack b.Y 224 B-29 ' s or the XXI 

B<>eber COI:'ancl. 

7 





EASUP.ll FAJiiT 

24 March . In upper S1les1&, the Soviets advanced over 

ten miles , capturing the tol'ln of l:eis•o . In 1-hlngar:r a 1111jor 

drive has overrun ::ieznan de!en•es between L:Uce Balaton and the 

Danube , and has ap,.roached to withill 7S .ues or Vienna . Ot.'>er 

fled t r oops continue to close in on llandr• . 
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22 larch. A t.otal of <:L4 HAF henvy :co- ers •truck i!d•~ .,ir, •o• th 

< f llr.nnover, ~r.d ~ree rail n,l ""Pll~ ccr.ters 1 art>; of t: o • r . t.her 

e •ifts lit r il rid..~• t ie.. ur ~ w1 t.h dee e:r: t.r:. t ian 

Cl':~ . Th~t roi;:; t 5t Uos • ~toes r ide c<>rlin, w l<> ot. ,,. , .• 
iz1ed •lo h.':.r cr ar:d tile f.lbo .:l.vor . five hers are -in!!in 

.D r.l.ll ~ prev1":1 sly rn ortod bt.h .. ur Fo.rca o;.er(,otior.s CV"'l'" n rt. oett r 

llurinr the J.i~ht, RAF J,en\y bom ·~rs of tl.e oditerr:tnCID'! St.ntn •ic 

Air ·orca dropped 200 ton• en " r· U .,rd at \'ill..lch , •••stria . 

2) ! arch. A pN!l '"'in r:· l'C['Ort irdte toe t' ~t 1,2o7 escort..<! ~ vy 

.., b~oora of t '" cth llr Force att 1el:ed raUw~· targets in th~ "• r "' 

adjeinin areas . Ore enr:y plMe ..,.. ahot down . Tlrelve lxrbars are 

aisttin •. 

S1x hundred e1 ·hty-oM heavy 't<>otbf'ro of th• lSt h Hr Force, ~•co rt~d 

by 383 fighters , nttac ·ed a aynthetie oU pl!>.nt .. t P.uhland near llr!loden, 

1<11d r .. Uyal'de and ind>,etrial t.ur c•ta in Au atria. Fourteen bQllb.,..., nnd 

one icht or kre 1ss1ng. 

Th t night 1.9 JJ-24 •s drop;ed 134 tnM ""St. ~a1t r aUyarde in 

eouthcrfJ Auetr1a . 

1 
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I lvL •• :n IWI 
~~D Lotto~. ·-~-12 

22 ' arch . '!'he Allied Tactic J. Air Forceo hnd a eott a'>ccu M 

day . In addition tc cor.tributin; 5,51.2 ecrtics to th lO , uvo novm 

by Allied planeu over ~ll'O! e , tactJ.cal .. il'craft rer.l.stered u r·ocm•d 

n~ber o!' clains ar,a .. nst crO' nr\ tu.reeta . ore th.;;.n j ,Jw ra 1 ears 

and r.earl;r l , Lu:> .,otor vohicl~~ "ere destroyed Ol' C<u-.a• d. lle•11t;n 

and fi!;hter -bers, tnle>.dilljl 2, 8ou tons of borbs , concer tr to on 

ccr.mt.r,ic 1tion cer.ters north o! th'! hr . ::-ourteen ene-:;.• ircrnrt 

Cl'O dest.rc;,-ed in th air IUod !;( on t.h £r<llmd; OUT los OS t;&N 12 , 

In t..'le 2L ho..rs tc o6cJv , 11 nytn& <r.rbs !ell oear !.n twel'J ; fo r 

others were des troyed b n .iaircraft . 

23 March . Dw·inr tho ?h-'Hnar 1•eriod ending •t 06ou, t on flyin 

the coast """ destro:•ed b;r ntitircr ft fire . ''ine r ockets fell in 

the IA!OY and london artl4a , 

2J Karch . I< the ~~en brideehead t..~o VII Cor :• cor.oolidated 

it>: positions. !'.ast or IJ.z,t III Corpa units adva.'lced two r:il~s en a 

!ive-oile fl'ont, reachinz tho IN~m1i;nway. In the aouth th• \' Cor· a 

croosed th ilied ,dver and C>cMlpied l;e, w'cd . ()I r bridgeheau 1• """ 

ap roxiMately JO mile a long an ooven to ten miles deep . 

llllinz w •S captured ..rad tho complete reduction of the &•ar ·alati· 

n· te pocket continued. At bat rnport , c r Janized German reaiata 'co wu 

2 
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c 1 v J,f!ltte ... fi-~-7a 

confined to n brid.;ehead e 3t of l..andau, \'thich was 2S mUes lon and 

abcut ten o.Uos deep . CO!llrluniqua r•ports that Speyer , on th• f.hina 

south cf Ludwi~shafen , has been tsken • 

.tccordln, to ocnmuni~ue , on· forces established :mother llhine 

bridgehead SO' th of F.emallen by a crussin~ the ni ·ht of 22- 23 . arch , 

;rithcut the aid of <lir or artWeey S<.prort . t he salne report clains 

that more than l4, UO !'risoner3 "ere taken in the HOSt on 22 !.larch. 

24 1 arch . A late pres" cor.1 unique r"ports that the 21st Anr.y 

Group has crossed the Rlline on a broad front . l'he crossin ·s ;-tere 

assisted by the First >lliied Airborne Al"my nc by J.liied 11aval 

forces . 
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DlCL.AC:li7Il:J 
~ Lotto~, r-S-7~ 

22 Uarc • Th4 !ae~icil .ir .rces flew 1 , 115 sorties . 

bor e!""s , vdticlt ti4Ve KJcn concer1tr tin on tt1 Prenner • ut.t~ 1l1 lt l.t, 

Cl'litc.,ed their ttack to S O th~rn ,.uotr1 .r,cJ dostro.:ed :' ur ell' M Of 

• r .li1 brid.•e norU.ouot of Inns' l-ucf: . fl. 1to1·s, ~ttac in• "'Prl:• 

~ -!' a~d coa r.lc t.1cr.s ~ ncrthc ..eter. ltll.:.y, e.:reeted V ra!l cuts 

~d destrc;-ed a r !.1 ridge . :"t' Coas t.4l ... ...n . .ir - Gr e:J n "it 

l-9 sorties stri: in c.:>< st.<.J. s .ip in· in t: , l1 of Ge:-oa, r 

posltior.!l a,~£ t.z tJ ug tl""vi.:m cor ot , an tr r•t:po:-tnt:rr. in nort.h rn 

!tal;·, • osl~vi , n•' Auctr'a . 

2J I J.l'Co . ,.. . ore r.o ~it n1f1 .lro" c ·es .Utn • Le ttlo 
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*n Loner , b- 3 - 72 

21 I!<Lrctl . TriO Eastern Air Can and r eported 2 , 742 sorties, of 

which 728 vrore offensive . 'i'nenty- nine fi.;hters , sweepinf! airfi'll<ls 1n 

the 'l'avoy--Uoul ein ares , destroyed three eneMy- planes on the 4 ro· r.c1 . 

-"' .. ' 1as-t:.r-o.~' 1 ... 10 1'\ .~.n ·- ''"'
1 1 .. ridr~ea at ~'okpalin , 

65 1 iles northeast of Ran<!oon . other planos continu d e.ttacl:e al(ninst 

ene~:"'Y positions , dwps , and cOI!irlunicatinns in central and 801 them i..tr a . 

21 u.nd 22 t!arch . .,.i,>ht - 24 •• of th 14th .. ir Force httccked 

sniropi.J>g off southern China a..d three others bo ">Cd coactcl in~lati<ns 

on li<rln!l.n I s l..r.d . A 2, 500- tcn vessel v.e.s J>robabl.v sunl: . 

22 !larch. en the t.rakan front , t r co s frm t;lc .JJ- ywn nre~ advanced 

six ciles southww·d .:Jlong tlle ccastlil ro ... d. Fart .er !H.::""th , Allied units 

fra:1 tho Let~ eachhead reac!'ted the t.'tnll'fO r.ivet" , only ten r :ilea r.ort:1 

of Taw ~P · 

"1est ol' Seikpyu, 'lUrrese atrols advnnccd o r.1thin a t.ilo of tt.o 

on C!un•Jlf River without contact . fi. hting continued 1n 'yinvdJl en the 

Irrawnddy. =oored eolwr.ns drove southellst fr - ."indUe o.n~ capt I• r od 

>IUnd>lin . ' ;1.tnce l'las occ• pied and contact establi•hed retw~en ,.niod 

troops frcr.t wtdal&.' and fr"" tne area south < f th~ v1 tnee Ri vor . 

A five-rile ~<lin nan recistered soo,:th of o-ol: . \:'he Chinese 

cained frcr.t tnrec to fc,:r .,ilcs in the arc s ~o•·t>.enst and soct..,>~est 

or lsipaw. other Chinet e unit s drovs another four m1leo dovm ttle 

Lashio- Jisip«w Road, ..nu <tre nit! in c:L•ht • Ues of the Ch:IJ•ete colu n 

cast of Hsipa\1 . 
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21 !larch. Of 41.0 additional sor t ies reported, J68 nro over Luzon 

and tlls remainder over the Bumarc!Gs e.nd Solo:nons. 

22 .llarch. ltore than 700 sorties were nown. Four hundred forty-

!iva aircraft, including 40 B-24' •, supportad ground operations and 

attacked enam;y inotsllations on IAlzon . Forty-sovon escorted heavy 

bombers struck airdromes and warehouses on r' ormoea, destroying or 

damaging a number of grounded one..., planes . Twenty-t our h&avy bombers 

hit Cobu . Patrol planes destroyed six coastal vessel.8 in the R,yukyus 

and of! Bornoo. Two one..., planes were shot down. Enoroy raiders 

dee troyod three planes on one of our Bl.ak airfields . 

On IAtzm, I Corps troops reached Naguillan and captured the air­

strip south of tb.e town. Increased resistance was met along t he Villa 

Verde trail and south or Balota Pass . North of laguna de Bay, we 

seized !lount Tanauan and reached a point 1 1 200 yorda south of New 

Bosobos o. r:n Batangas, our !orces secured CUenca unopposed and 

occupied lit. llacolod against light opposition. 

ltotorissd patrol.8 on Panay reached the nst and north coasts 

without contact. lfe landed on Inao>pulugan leland, oft soutboutarn 

Guimaru, and destroyed nine emtrol stations. On ltind&nao, a &lllllll 

advance waa -.de in the San Roqua area agaJ.net light resistance; b.oavy 

!ire 11mited gaino northwest of Paoonanea . 

6 
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to cto -r ..- ic 

res· lted !n \li:;:ihlc d.:~ 'l • 

liilcteer fi" ter!l t~e 

intc.~ p":;.J.t1f 

to L2v acl·cs . 

inst :!.1 tior:• 

,t,.,rs .. n clhc ~ter:s r.~lded t l"!:Ct4f ('• 

tho i'alnuo . he lost one pl1tl\ll . 
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24 arch . The ;:uvaiwe drove to the J3c ltic cosot betTie n ~ctmi.:l 

~f cor.ooli~ted brid£c .ead ~sitior~ 

acz•otss t.i tder. In Slc\'aki.a, a five-:r'ile "'&in was ro,dP ecst c! 

anst:a. o.·et.rica. 'fl,o 1 &t Jor an brid..:;e!'.o<ad acrofll tn.e Drava .oiver, 

1n llun (&.ry, r.as wiped 01.t . " Partisan drive uo th • :oslnv'ian 

coast reached to wit hin five miles or !11hac . 

8 
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lm:UttiF llD 
udD Letter , 6-8-?i 

ElJroPl': Arm THE f'l::DlreRRAII'WI - STRATi:XJIC ADl 

21 Uareh. llDUyarda at !lheine and henater, an oU refinery 

at Bre::>en = rau,.~ viaducts at B!·<:~en nnd l11enster were attac<ed 

by l58 RAF heavy b<rlbere . :Ive planes are :lll.••int:· 'That night, S.)O 

RAF heavy ba!lbere struck an oU refiner; at r>al'lbur;: ; lJl othera hit 

a benzol plMt noo.r DochuM. A total ot 101 Eooquito boobet·s rnided 

Berlin . Six boolbera 111-e cdssinfl . 

Seventy- six Italian- based Strategic heavy bombers attacked a 

rallyard at r;ovaka, Yu·oslavia. 

22 uarch. The 15th Air Force dispatched 741 escorted heavy 

bonbers to attack an oU refinery at fruhland and ot her Genr.an to.r •otn 

in Austria nne\ >Tostern Czochoslovukia . Fittoen enemy planes wore 

Preliainal;t report indicates that l , JJ2 escorted he3vy bcr:ber~~ 

o! the 8th Air force at tac~ed nine GerMan c .r.p and bar,-acks areas in 

the rlllhr and five enezey airfields , includinG jet plane bases , in 

northwestern and southern Oemnny. '1\ronty- soven enorny planos were 

destroyed, or which 11 were shot down by 8th Air Force fighters 

furnishin• cover tor the lSth Air Force attack on lbhland. Nine 

bambera and five tiC)ltera are cia sing. 

1 



DIC:LAQIPIC 
0111 Leuer. 6-1 ... 71 

~· The 't'•ct1ul A.lJo P'oro .. nP 0\'~r $',()(XI eo.rt.tea, 

~ 21~ 1.C~ or t.ac.t.. J;ea:-l.y &.10 -.edi,, bcw•t.r. and. 

Moeqait.oea ettttn.~ to •t.t.aelr: ~lC&' an cent.ere, r:oltictpell.7 

Olu'v• to -.. Wo "-bs£. ts.cht.en --~~4 rwM ro:-cer ill! ,. 
* .tone tM front •.ntJ n ... ra.ll ir.t.eJ"dietlon llitlsiun• eut d u-.. 

ib.1ne ne..,u,. d:I.'IUL lflc aotcr t..ruupcn, n u c.&I"'J, lO«<::'IC\ tv.- and 

29. 

in Ant.•rpJ five roolotLa lind elcht !'l,vll\: bcr.h• feU 1n ndr.hl)orinl: 

V.&s. J.t:o.l&!.rc.....t\. nz.. -~~doe dx O~r r~ b~. 

~· OJ.t'inJ~ the ~h how-a to~. lJ rocket.a anc;l one 

flT1nc ~ till 1n ~. .lo!w.ru..t\. dtst,.,., &.-.o oUJe;r 

11¥lJ>t bOobo . 

lnq Cti"'U v. 

In U. a.....t•n b.r14-ebee.d, 1'1rr.. .1.n9' uoit. p..\nr,tc. rn. n~ 

t.0 two aile• on &n •tcht.~ ~~ eOIIt.bw•t or 61ercb..Jl0. ~ tt. 



aoutlwlm !lAnk our troops are two cileo !'1-Q!I t:euwierl . 

'l'ho Saar Palatinate pocket 1\na been rodlrcod to 11 "'ere 'bridge-

head . Third AmY troops , drivirv: oouthollDt , hl.lVO roaohod a general 

line Ludwil;sha!en-!foustadt-Landau where resistnncs vraa moderate to 

strona. l.orth of Ludwigahnfen, no opposition was encQ.Uitered alorr.~ 

the Rhino , except at t.:&iru. where the Gernana aro fightin~ stubbornly . 

Units of thAI Seventh Arey entered l'imasenD without opposition; 

southeast of tho cicy, :ler:>an units still fou •ht stubbornly in 

their Sieefried Line defenses, and only small edna wore reported . 



~DITC:IlAA!r&UI THEA7ER 

21 !.larch. lhrin;; the 2L-hour peri d end:ln~ at 1800, the 

Tactical Air :orcc nor. ! ,07$ sorties. llore than JOO JDediW> 

!Uru~e , r ail brldt;es in the c,.....o!Ul and ldino a:-eaa , and rail­

yards :In oouthom Austria and no~h•m Yu oslavia; fighters 

continued attacks upon conmunicntions , oupply dumps , and target s 

1n the battle area . Coaotal. and Balkan Air Force plane•, du:rinc 

212 sorties , attacked sm:lll shipping in tho north AdrJ.atic, 

co~nications in northern Itoly, and oil instol~ations and 

coa:unicationa :In northern Yu~oslavia. One enecy- plane """ 

destro!'tld; we lost five. 

22 !'arch. Qll.y patrol clashes and artilleey exchanges Tll!re 

reported along the battlefront in no~horn Italy. 
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DXCLAssrrm 
US» Lette~. 6-8-?~ 

20 :.arch, The WSt&l'n Air w0!111and now ! , 92 SO~leo 1 Of 

which 6oJ wero tactical. Thirty-!ivc r>edi11m banbers a ttacl:od 4 

Llandala,y fort. , Jh fi.(htors swept an airfield at Chienf'l:lai 1n 

Thailand, shootirv dcmn one el'-""\)' plAn~ . Othftr aircr aft co:>timed 

to hit emr.;;r positions, supply d•;;;;'s and c=•micatior.~ 'llo"c 

t!.e Sl:= fronts . ..e lost or.e plano. 

21 , arch. ·,7ooth<>r severely ro. trictod OPftrations of the 

l!,th Air Fol'ce ; !our fi••hters strafed r U lines and an airfield 

south of lf.:lnoi. 

lll'itish amored col=•• nhich yesterdn:· cut the ~oinpyan-

~ttha roaa, drovo arother lS r:Ulns to the ""' th, l'eachir.- PindAlo . 

In Uan<Ll.a.v , r't. . !Aatferin has been cleared an<l only s:>all - r oups 

now rcr.>ain 1n tho city, 

The Allies ndvancod three miles south o! tlop,ok m.thout 

opposition. 
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SOUTHliEST PACIFIC AREA 

lliOLASSIFI!::l 
~ID Lotter, 6-~-?2 

20 !.!arch. t.monc 510 additional oorties reported, 370 were 

aeainst tar,:ets on Luzon . Thirty- fivA heavy bOMber s struck Tainan, 

Formosa; 72 aircraft raided Japanese installntiono in the Bismnrcka 

and Solomons . 

21 J:arch . !.lore thnn 620 sorties vrere nonn. One hundred twenty 

aircr<Lft, includinj: 37 B-24 ' s ba:>bed Cebu; ground operation• on Luzon 

1 were supported by 179 planes . 'i'hirty- seven il- 24 ' s s truck an a irdroro 

on F!ainan Island. l.ledium bmbcrs, on shippin\l stt·l.lms off French 

Indo-China , sank two destroyer escorts , a minosneoper, and two srn1ll 

freighters and shot dmm four cne"')' planes . Other planes , operating 

over widespread areas fran the East China Sea to the J:cther land Indies , 

destroyed a erounded enemy pl..~ne , sank two coastal veseels, fired 

another , and left a .fourth sinking. 

On Luzon, I Corps patr ols p.>shed to tho Jlaguilian !liver . An 

attack on our outposts , east of the Agno hiver, forced a slight 

withdrawal, but Yre made some prowess west and northwest of lalgan. 

Our forces , bY- passing strong Japanese positions south of Balete Pass, 

nere four miles east of the Pass . !forth of Lagunu de Bay, we seized 

L!t . Quitago but wore held up by heavy ene"')' .fire near Ut . Baytangan. 

In Batangas our units scored limited progress despite stiff OpPosition 

south of Lake Taal . 

On Panay, we patrolled to the 5uague River, 17 miles north of 

D.oilo . Only limitad advances were reported on Mindanao . 

6 
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PACIFIC OCEAN AREI\ 

- ... - -
lr"' 'lmOLAS!ln'mB 
G~D Lotto~. ~-8-72 

17 lli.rch . Two B-29'• • attackine individually nt night , 

s t arted fires in tho Tokyo waNhouse area and in the llagoya 

aircraft plant . 

2l March . Sixteen !>~o-based f iehters attacked Chichi 

Ji..,a . 
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1-'U .lP1.J 
fiD • Lto •, l-!-?3 

EAS'i'ERtl FP.OliT 

22 !larch. The Soviets cado alight c:al.ns in tho reruetion of 

pockets in East Pnleda nnd around Dan~1g. The :led ~ offen.dv~ 

r:ouatodt and Ober Glogau . In CzechoslovakiA, Soviet and !0.11!181\i&n 

troops advanced an avorar.e of .five mUea on a 40-o~Ue front tOI'Io.rda 

Bunska aystrica. 

8 
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20 llareh. Four Aleutian-based B-2S ' s attacked targets an 

Paramushiro with rockets und nachino ll'ln• . 

EllllOPE AliD THE llEDITJ::!<RA!IEAN - ST!lATIDIC Am 

20 11\lreh. Two hundred thirteen RAF heavy bonbors attacked rail­

yards at Recklinghausen Md !lam; )L others hit a raU brid~e at !fienburg 

and taroets in tha Ruhr . One heavy b<r.ber was lost . 'l'hat •1!lht oU 

plants near Leipzir and at lle-Jninr,stedt were struck l)y )W heavy b<abers . 

llosquitoes again r·.ided Borlin and ~de feint at~•cks against other 

Geman cities. 

!Urine; the ni;>:ht, 73 Stratepic heavy banbers attacked r ·oilyards 

sout h of UBribor, in northern rugoslavia . 

21 !!arch . Over 1 , 300 escorted heavy bonber s of the 6th Air Forco 

were airborne to attack nine airdranes in northwestern Oemany and n 

cellulose factory at Plnuen, 6o niles south of Leipzig . Prelininary 

reports indicate seven en~ aircraf" ""re destroyed in the air and SO 

on the ground . Our looses were 28 b<abers and 20 fiGhters, but 17 of 

these fighters are believed safe on tho Continent . Later in the day a 

second force of 92 e8corted heavy bQ!Ibers was dispatched to attack an 

airdrCIIlle at Esson . 

Six lmndrod seventy-nine escorted heavy bQ'!Ibers of the lSth Air 

Force attacked an nirdrone , in the Augsbura area, and oil refineries 

and ra1lyards in Austria and weatem Czechoslovakia . Elovon enOI:\Y 

planes were destroyed. Three baobers are lllissing . 

1 
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EUROPBA!i THEATER 

DICLASSIFIID 
llD Lotter, 6-8-78 

20 llarch . !W'in<' the 21.-h~ period to SWU!et, the 7act1cal 

Air :'orcoa fitl'l'l 1.,91.0 aorties and dropped r.10rc than 2,000 tons 

or bombs . Anon;: tat'(;ats for medium bombers were an &'lll!llnition 

plant and r ailynrdo , north lind eust of the Huhr, and lines of 

cO!lCUnication in the Suur. Fighters atleepin~ the entire battle 

front destroyed or damaged !'lore than .), 200 pieces of t~otor trana-

port, l , 100 rail cars, Md 1.)0 loca.otives . or the Sl eneey 

planes claimed, all but one Trere destroyed on the Pround. l'fe 

lost 2) , 

In the 21. hours to 0600, one tl,yinr bomb tell in Antwerp, 

and four 1·ockets and tl•ree flyin~ bombe toll in adj.lcent areas , 

Four other fi)'inr' baobs were shot dcmn by antiairc.·a.rt . 

21 J.!arch , a,y 060o, four rockets fal. in the Essex and London 

areas . 

There '11'8ro no siflni!ieant changes on tho front or the llorthern 

Am:r Group. 

In the ~n bridgehead, unite ot our Firat Arr:ry made a four­

.. ne advance on the not-them fiank reachine the Sieg River between 

Siagburg and the Rhino . On tho southern fiank a on~Hnile p;ain was 

ll14cle . 



I 

DI!:CLASSIPIKD 
UID Lot t er, b-i-71 

Reaiatance has rapidly deteriorated in the northern half of 

the Saar- Palatinate pocket . llain: , flonns and tuc:!lfigahafon, 4.l on 

the ?.line River, have bo!en entered. Amored colw::ne of tho seventh 

and Third Andes, which 11nde contact we•t o£ l".aioersl4utem, wore 

drivin_; southeast toward the !&line; at l:lllt report !;e.:stadt, 16 

=Ues southetut of KuJ.anslaut.em, was captured. The Gemans con-

tinued to offer stubborn resistance 1n the Siegfried fortifications 

between ~in>uens and tho Rhine River eo•-erir· •ha "'thdrawal of 

!orcas to the north . 



IIEDITJ;RllANIWI TI!Ei\ TER 

D&OLASS IFlKD 
0811 Letter, 6-8-?a 

20 !.larch. Durin>! the 2L hours endin· at 18oo, the Tactical 

Air Foree new 1 , 375 sorties. On'! hundred tYI8nty- two 11-:ht b<hb>lrs , 

attackinrr at nl;ht, st.ruek raUyardl< and br1cl;;es in nortllern !tnly. 

Over 200 108d1un ba:!bers cmtinued to pound bridce• on th~ ar~r.nor 

lire ~md in northern and nort>,03otarn Italy; they nlso hit a rail-

yard in Yu,;:onlavin . :'ighters attacl.ed cotliiiUnic:>tions, supply <.'u!:tps , 

and factories in northern Italy ond supported our cround forces . 

Coo.stnl and :Jall<an Air For ce planes , flyino: mora th!ln 250 sorties, 

banbod eonnuni cations in northw~stel"n It.aly and the l'o Valley, 

bridl)es , t r ansportaticn r.nd Oerman inst..llat1ons in Yu;;:os11lvie; 

cun positions on llab and l!Uos Island "Cl"<l also hit . four ene"'Y 

planoa ,.,..., dest,.oyed; '"' lost 13. 

21 !!.arch. There were no ei,;;n1l1cant ehan~ea along the battle 

line ..n northern Italy. 

4 
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ASIATIC Tilr:ATER 

llEOLASSl1IU 
OlD Lo~ter, 6-8-?a 

19 !larch. The Eutern Air Ca:nan1 reported 2,1.68 sorties , o! 

which 742 were tactical . Forty ..-2h ' s bo-hed bridges alonJ th~ rail-

road line near Chunphon (Kra Isthr.ala) . lnc<r.lpl•te report& indicate 

that at loast five bri<lden wore left unserviceable . Forty-eif:ht othor 

heavy bOI bers hit a railyard on the 3a.n •kok-Singapore railroad 'lnd seven 

ll-21.' s laid air.es near Palcchan and Rangoon . 'ed110 ba;obers and 

!,;osquit<>fts hit ene~ position• in tho -'4J1dalay-':'hazi n.rea, u~ 1lo 

fichtors attacked conmunicaticns, supply dumps 011d installations 

thro.11hout the battle zonoe . One heavy bo >~t· """ lost. 

One .•- 2L of the JJ.th Air rorce san:: a ~',o.A.-tan car•o ves•d off 

southern China . 

22 UBrch . Seventy-six B-29 ' s of the XX Bomber Connand attacked 

llan'oon cantonr.ents, BUpply dumps and stora:06 ft1c1litios . All of our 

planes returned . 

20 llareh . British units captured Letmauk on the Ara.kan coast t~nd 

gained another mile down the coast south of Letpan . An armorod column, 

drivin; 2.) miles to the eout:,, reached Pyind and cut the 'Yinro>M- ''Yittha 

road. Alli.ftd troops crossed the ..yitnge .liver, captured k arapura and 

at last report Were oporatinJ in the southern ou tsldrts or J.:ar.cl.olay. 

logok was captured and advonco elements are four milos ooutheo.ot ot 

tho t01m. The Chinese gained an averaee of two miles southeast and 

southwest of llsipaw. South of La.shio, ot.ruor Chinoso colwr.ns advnnced 

ai.x .Uae along the road to Haipaw and gained three ~:~ilea toward l'on!!Ylli · 

5 



• 

SULU SEA 

·· ~ : ~~ 
· ·~ 
.. 

,• . • 

.• ;) ""' • 

llllt .. OF Zl MAR-­
LINt AS OF 20 MAR - -

CELEBES 

' "'' 

SEA 

•• MINDANAO 
0 IS 1f 18 '8 !8 It 120 

11 11,.11 

.. ~ .. ...... . 



...._,, -

SOII rll , .. 
C HINA • 

'!1 -~ .. :" 
·~ .. -0~ 

• 

i • 

• 
' • C H I CH I J I HA 

• 

-. 
• 

+ 

·-· 
i. "·-· , ...... 

. .: . .. ... .. 
• 

==--""--- . ,J 

.-.-.l 

• • 

• 

,_ .. 

_, .... ,.t • x.,.-...... • 

-- ., 

. .... 

- · 

"· .. 

I ... 
·."':. 

' 

...... u ..... 

.. 

.· ,. 
• .. 

: .. ., ... .. e n 
:a: 
""' .., ., - :;; 

~= • ..: 



O!CLASSifflll 
~1° L•••or, b-3-72 
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SOUTKIIEST PACIFIC ARM 

DICLASStri P 
oar •••••· &-a-?a 

•9 and 20 J.Brcb. l.bNI t!wl S8u previously tiiU'flportcd sort.ies 

"oro nawn, including 46 acainst tar·eta in the diat:!Arcks and Sola:1ons . 

Supply dumps und personnel areas on Cobu were attacked by 87 heavy 

bonbora . Fi,v,hters ra1d1n•· oirdrcnes on r:evros deatrO";ed two en0':1)' 

aircraft . :Scortod 3-2S'• sunk a ~~dium si~e rrei~ht•r and a dostroyer 

03COrt, and .firod two other frei!htcra and a destroyer escort ott 
the lndo-Chin.l coast. Patrol ~"leo set n s:call r,.., .•ht.e!' afire near 

ShanJhai, and da..""'ged numrous snsll ehipe alonJ the Ch::na coast . ',7e 

lost four planes . 

20 Uarch . On Luzon, t.ho I Corpo , odv:>ncin· > the west coa•t, 

contacted guerrilla forces at Son I emando. lloavy resistance continued 

on the Villa Verde Tr&il and sou t.h or th<o Bale to .ns• . !lorth of l.:lf'Wla 

de !lay, li.."rl.tod ~a ins ....,,.., NO ported in the Fanta;; and "t. . lla.;;tan..an 

sectors . South or Lo.ko Taal , eleoents or the XIV Corps were o.ttacl,ing 

IJount tracolod nr,ainst henvy opposition. 

On Panuy, we captured Uoilo n t.hout opposition and !"1Shed north 

to tho A(:anan River . Raconnaiosonco units landed on Guimaras Island, 

south of Pnnay, and widespread patrol activity fn1lod to eatabliah 

contact . On ~danao, our units continued to encounter st.Tonb oprosition 

north of San 1(0q\le. We have captured the hiJ!h gr ound east of l'anonanca . 

A dry ... ather airstr ip is serviceable at Zm:lboango 'irl.th undiaper sed 

parld..nr, for 200 planes . The Puerto l'rincosa airfield on Pala""" now 

hae 2, 200 feet ot concrete rurmay and an adJitional 1, 800 foet which is 

coral surf aced . 

6 



J 
PACIFIC OCZAN AllY. 

m:cusaum 
Ot~ I •ttor, b-B-11 

17 - 20 !larch. !lore than 6o Pacii'ic Ocean Area planes 

continued attacks against tho ~us and Yap. je 1oet one 

.!'i&hter . 

19 - 20 Uarch . :>oventeen ..l-21J' s bombed a Ch1c~1 Jill'.a 

D.ir.!'ield. 

7 
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EASTERN PROilT 

DICLAS8l1IE& 
OSD Lette~, &-S-?a 

2l W&rch . In ~est Prussia, the Soviets advanced to within 

three lliles or the aa;;• of Danzig bet,.en Odyni.a and Danz~ . ':'he 

Oerm:ms repon that :.oviet tank spearheads have reached the foot-

hills weat of llatibor, in upper Sileeis . 

8 
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l!ESTERII IBJJISPHERE 

DJ:OLASSIFIXB 
6&D Lotter, ~-S- 72 

20 !.larch. Five heavy and eight medium bombers nttacked targets 

in the northern Kuriles . 

EUROPE AllD THE !.!EDITEilRANJWI - STRATEGIC AIR 

19 ~reb. Seventy- seven RAF heavy bombers at tacked a benzol 

plant at Gelsenkirchen , Other heavy bombers, dropping 123 tens which 

included s ix 11- ton deep penetration bambs , destroyed two spans of 

a railway viaduct in the lblhr; another formation dropped 15 six-ton 

bm'OO on a rail bridge across the :loser northeast of Herford. That 

nieht , JL Uosquitoes attacked Berlin . 

During the ni&ht , 15 strategic heavy bomber s attacked a r ailyard 

at Bruck, Austria . One heavy bomber is missin&. 

20 !.larch. Seven hundred eighty- throe escorted heavy boctbers of 

the 15th Air Force attacked railyards, oil refineries and a tank norks 

1 in the Linz- Vienna area . Two eneJ11Y planes were shot down ; four bombers 

and one fighter are missing . 

In adverse weather, the 8th Air Force dispatched LJ8 escorted 

heavy bombers to attack oil refineries and U-boat yards nround Hamburg . 

Fiehters also strafed the adjacent areas . Eieht eneJliY planes were 

destroyed . Four bombers and 12 fighters have not returned . 

1 
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EUROPUII THEA TEl! 

llJ:CLASSll'tD 
~9 Letter. b-!·72 

19 l!ar~h . turini the 24 hours to suneo t , the Toot1cnl Air 

Forces n8>1 !)1 5()7 sorties , dropped 2, 431 tons of bOMbs, and fired 

391 rockets . lleclium bQ:lbers cont1rued attecks upon comun1Cilt1on 

centers 1 r all)'IU"ds 1 towns and br1q:es on the ""•tem front . 

F'ightera, ... epino the entire battle area, destroy"<! or d&ma.'ed 

110re than 1 ,000 r.otor wh1cles and 2 100() r .1lroad c:..rs . Thirty­

nine ene:v plar.oa were destroyed; ..., lost 23 . 

By 06ov, ten Il,y1ng ba:tbs fell near Antwerp . ~'ive other s were 

shot down by antiDJ.rcrart !ire . 

20 J.laroh . In the 2L hours to 0600, eight rockets and four 

n;v1ng banbs fell in llnj:l.and. 

EXtensive recrouping was reported in the !lorthern J.:n:;y 

Group. In our ~en bricJ&ehead resistance slackened, particularly 

on the northern flank r..ere gilins of nearly two aUea wore ude 

on a 13-aalle front. On the southern flank we advanced tlu-oo 

..Uea . 

Resistance weat or the Rhine 3lld south of the lloaello is 

reported to be completely cl1aorgan1zed . A COili!Un1que reports 

t het our forces have taken Wol'IIIB and have ranched !Jainz and llodenhein. 



mouscrrru 
OSD Lo\\or, 6-8-?a 

Contact between our Third and Seventh Al"'llies was reported 12 niles 

weet of Kaieerslautern; the latter city was initially by-passed 

by u.nnor colUJ:IIls but hD.s """ been ontored hy our troops . 

Snarbroecken has been clearod nnd to the eMt, after advancoe 

of !roc threP to five nU.l.es , St . Incbert and liOOlburg were reached . 

Cocrunique reports the raJ.:. or 2we1bruecken and substantial :ains 

to ~he northeast . On the north<'rn Aleace Plain, 111sse::i:>ouN was 

• clenred and an advance or two nUes ... de be; and . The French ad­

vanced four miles alcn• the I~ line nortl.east of LauterbuJt: • 

• 
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ll!:DITERP.Aiii.-.All Tlfi:ATER 

J)%-.t..\. wff:D 
CISD Lettor, 6-li-12 

19 !Jarch, Tactical Air l'orco n ..... l,J7S sorties . Over 2S:0 

cediwa bcabers concentrat<od on raU brid,~es and instal.lations in 

north83stern Italy, whUe fil;hters stNck at col!l:llnica-.ions over 

a Wide area of northern Italy, 'luPoslnvia and Austr ia, and nttack~d 

aupply d\IJ:Ips and tactical targets north of the battle area. !'ive 

planos arc missing . The lla.lkD.n and Coastal Air Forces reported 

over 200 sorties . North of tha Po River, two spans of a rail 

br14' e r.ere dell:olished and hits scorer! on tT:o other brictu. 

Headquarters , strongpointo and raU tar::ets in northern Yu~oslavia 

• were also attaclced . 

20 llarch . There nre no sJ..tnificant changes o, the batUe 

front in northern Italy. 
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ASIATIC T!!EATJm 

16 llarch. Tho Mlstern Air Connand naw over 2, 2$0 sorties, of 

which 678 "ore otrensive . l!edillll boebors and fighters , sweepin& tho 

battle fronts and areas to t.'le eruth, continued to prund ene"'Y 

positione, auppl,y dumps and brid<Joo . Three enemy planes WON deo­

troyod in attacko on llanP.oon airfieldll . lie lost one . 

18 and 19 llarch. Two i!-2L ' a or tho lLth Air Force 'lttacmd 

shippinf otf aruthOrn Chl."UU and six fil;hter• strafed tr:lllsportst1on 

in French Indo..Chin& ana the !laneoon area . 

19 March . Only small en<lr.\Y parties were encountered durin • an 

eight-nilo advance eouth trcn the Lotplln beachhead. HMvy fir.htinr 

took place on tho O'J.tsltirts of LyirlcYM and in the area six miles 

northeut or Chauk. ilritish troops fr<a the sruth forced tYIO crosews 

of the t;yitnce .liver. One col=n adv...,ced on J\r.arapo;ra and enother 

WlL8 on the rutskirts or OIYitnze tom. ltorth or K,yaukse, Allied 

t~uops expanded and conoolidnted their positions. 

The British hove driven into the outakirts of l 1ogok . Chinese 

units are now five miles southweat or Hai paw. Another Chinese colum, 

drivinl' arutheaat tra> the Lashio-llaipaw Road, gained about tive miles 

toward J.longyai without contact. 

s 
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18 !.larch. Southwest Pacific planes flew more th.:J.n 100 previously 

unreported sorties , including .)0 against targets in the Bianarcks 

and Solomons . 

19 !.larch. Amon.:: 380 sorties reported, 270 were against wzon 

targets . Tl<enty-eight B- 24 1 s boo bed Japanese installations on Cebu . 

Li~ht bmber s and fiehters supported our forces on Panay. Patr ol 

planes sank two coastal vessels near Balikpapan; others , while attack­

in;; small shipping near Formosa a.nd off the China coast, shot down 

tv;o eneey fighter s . 

The I Corps adva.nced ten miles up the west coast of Luzon and 

captured Bauo.ns after stiff fi8htin8 . In the Balete Pllss area , our 

forces made limited gains despite strong resistance. North of Laguna 

de Bay, the XI Corps captured Po.ntay, and occupied the northwest 

slopes of J.!ount Tanauan . In 3atangas, >~e advanced about tvto miles 

east along the southern shores of Lake Taal . 

On Pana,y, our forces captured the J.!andurriaw airfield, three 

miles northwest of Iloilo. l!otor i zed patrols pushed nearly 20 lliles 

.north and northeaat of this city >lithO\It contact . 

On !.lindanao, we made United progress northwest and northeast 

of Pasonanca . 

6 
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PACIFIC CCEAJI AREA 

D!OLASSIPID 
Oan Lotter, 6-8-72 

17 IJ3rch . Three hundred seven B-29' s were employed in tho 

previously r eported attack on Kobe ; throe banbers are missing . 

18 Uarch . Targets on . otje and l&ille Islo.nds in the !!arshalls 

were bombed by 14 Llarine planes; eight attacked inwstrial areas on 

Ponape . 



IIJCLASSI7ID 
OSD Lotter, ~-3-7• 



EASTEHN FRQIT 

D! CLASSIFID 
dao L•~~•r , 6-3-72 

20 ~ch. The !;oviet.s c"ptured Draunoberg in East I'Nssill . 

East of Stettill tho Gen>an bridj;ehead at AltdD.cc was eliminated. 

In Hungary the Red Arqy counterotten.oivo southeast of Komaroo 

""'de subat.antW gaine . A Geraan counterattack advanced to 

within 1$ ..UOa of Sarajevo in Yucoslavia . 

8 
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l!IOLASSTriD 
USD Lotter, 5-s-?a 

lG !.:al·eh. One hWldred AAF heavy bonbers hit cokitl~ ovens 

and two benzol plants 1tl the ~hr . That n~h~ SilO her.vy bcr >er~ 

with 29 tOS'l' itoes attacked '!an~ and oitten. !"irt;; . .osqu~too' 

r aided ilerlin nnd b2 others struck Kas•el and !.uernber&• 

19 t:nrch . The bth Air force dispatched 1, 2J2 escorted heavy 

boo. ...,ra to attack air installations =d jet plane r.orks in • he 

Au •s'bur.t area a!ld indlstrial tarcoets sout'l ~~.<• sou~l=ot of 

Lei.>Zi ,. Forty eneey planes r.ore shot dcr.m . <.irhty-tt.reo bor >ers 

and l" fl./.'hters have not returned , but 22 bonhers and ll Ci·{hters 

of t:1eae are believed sa'e . 

Two railya.rds nort.hoaat of !1lnicb ""re the rincipal tar ·ota 

for 826 escorted heavy bOI!Ibers of the 15th Air ~orce . Over ? ,Wl 

tons wore dropped, a record bcnbload for the l5'th Air Foree in 

eno cllly. Escorting fl.i,hters strafed ground targets . Qne enerv 

plane na shot down; our losses were one b<rber and six f~hters . 

1 
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Et!ROPEAN TIJEAT£R 

,_.. DOLASSIJm 
OSD Lotter, 5-S-72 

18 l"=ch . The Tactical Air Forces new 4, 794 sortiss , droppiJ\g 

2,331 tons on ca~cation centers, br idges and r a ilyards <Ol~g 

the western front . Fighters swept tho entire battle area and 

destr~d more than 2,000 vehicles , including locomotives , rail 

I cars , arnor and motor transport . French aircraft support in{; tho 

French F'irs t Arll\)' new 300 sor~ios , tho larBest number of sorties 

by the French yet reporte d. Attacks continued on rocket sites in 

Holland . Ten e nemy planes vtere shot dmm; vte lost 34. 

lllring the 24- hour period ending at 060.>, ll rockets were launched 

against the Remagen br idgehead. 

19 Jlarch. In the 24 hours to 06oo, eit:ht rockets fell in England. 

J Antiaircraft shot down one nying ba.b . 

Up to noon there were no significant changes on t ho front of tho 

Northero Arttor Group , 

On the east ern nank of the Remagsn bridgehead , the III Corps 

occupied another mile of the super-h~hr.ay agninst st rong opposition. 

On the northero nank, a cain of a mile was made along the east bank 

of the Rhine . 

2 
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Jood prop;l""lss wu Clllde .o.n the reduction of tM Saar- Pal til1ate 
pocket. ~·en was eaptered 11nd ·•ins ot oix and threo mil~s , 

reepectiv ly, woru rude east and south of ll4d Kreuznnch . Armored 

colur.ns, 1ich have dr!.v~n 11•t t'NI. the Trier- nie, aector, 

•oined another lJ niles reaehin~ within five mile• o£ other amor 

advnnein• frO!ll the north . 

Linited c~ins were '"ade throu h th• Sie~;fried Lintt Cort1!icat1one 
west and southoast of Zweibru~oken. North of Har.uenau an avora~e 
gain of eight cd.les was r.ado •n a 2 .....Ue trent aeainst scatt..,rcd 
r esistance . Except for stra~~lers, Germane have been driven from 
French soil 1n this area . 

3 
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J.'.EDITERMNE!\ll Tm;Atl.Jl 

"t~ ~.J:Ifr m 
~u ~otter, 6-8-7& 

18 llarch . The Tactical Air Force flow l , ll6 sorties. 

l!edi um banbers attacked railyards at Gorizia, rail brid. es in 

the L:..U.tua-ller~amo area and a cellulose factory south or t:dine . 

Fighters and fighter bombers l!'ade large- scale attacks against 

conmunicaticns throughout northern Italy, supply dumps in the 

Po Valley, and targe ts in the battle area . ::>eventy-eijiht rail 

cuts Mre er£ectea o.ne three bridces destroyed . Coastal and 

Balkan Air Force planes , in lSO sorties , attacl:ed transportation 

in northwestern Italy, gun positions on ialands il1 the northeast 

Adriatic , and rail line• in Yugoslavia. fie lost f i ve planos . 

19 l!arch. Only patrol clashes •mre report ed on tho bat tle 

front 1n northern Italy. 
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ASIATIC Tiel.\Tim 

Dt CL.ISSI PllD 
OSD Le tter, &-3-72 

17 I!Drch . 1'he t:astern Air Cot:r::and 1epol't d 2, 4S2 sorties , of 

which 7W w~re ofJenaive. :n coordination with the ::t.perfortresa 

attack, escorted &-21;' e dropped 10o tons on o..an ·oon :r•P?l:' du!:jos . 

Thirty- three Md1UN attac :ed installations on the l'ancL~~ - ,hn,;oon 

rillvmy. othor nircruft supported ground operations and attac!:od 

targets throuehout contr111 Burma. 

The 14th Air 'orco reported 1' offensive sorties . Fir,hters swept 

r.ail linea in ea~t China north of the Yellooo liver; two "-2u ' • mined 

the Y~ze . 

lb l:.:l.rch. On the Aral-.an , British forces llX]landed the Letpon 

beachhead five milos nlon- the coast to tho oouth . In tho nroa north-

east or Cheuk two onorv attacks '"'"" repulsed. British troops , advancing 

eastward, cut the railway and :<aOJ> road four .,ilea north or .".yaukse . 

Southeast o! sa•aing, the r..Uwa:• and rond bridi;e across the Irrawad"-' 

r.i,,r has collapsed. llanclnl.<cy """' been completely encircled, but 

stubborn fightiru> continues within the city. The Chinese aclvnnced 

another four Miles down the Lashio- Hoipew road. Limited pr ogrons wus 

nade west or Uairaw after heavy !iahting . 

s 
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SOUT~T PACiliC AREA 

DECLASSII'ID 
OSD Letter, 6-S-72 

17 U&roh. Cl1o hundred fifty-nino previously unreported sorties 

were nown, or which 67 we1·o ovor the BismtlJ'cl<e and Solomons . Thirteon 

heavy bcrnbore struck targets near ZamboM;:A and on PAnoy , 

16 llarch . Atlon~ r:>oro than 520 sorties reported, 36o """Pt northern 

wton and eupportod our grO\ind forces to the south • • orty-e~t -2L•s 

b<DIA!d air!ittlda and a seaplane base on ~o,.,.,.,sa . Fo11.y-ei nt other 

heavy .oebora exploded a.."CUnition duoope on luton north ot ontalban, 

and dropped 7$ tona on 'Orneo airfields . ,.,.,nty·fOIU' l1 ~ht '"'"hers 

supported bndin opo rations an Panay. In the ronosa .nd h ench Indo­

China areas two ener;y planoe were shot down and hits wore scored on 

t'.,.o coaot.DJ. veasolB . 

On Luzon, our I Corpo attacked str on • positions 011 tho Kennon Road 

and Villa Vo1·do Trail . A five-milo •ain was made in tho "ountains south-

e.,t of 'laletll Puc. Heavy fJ.thting continued c:n tho hJ.tlt •round east 

and northe:.st or Ar.tipolo r.here we recaptured a hill position rroc, which 

an Vl811Y att:.clc had forced our withdrawal tho precedin• dq. South of 

La-;una do ~~ ,.. met continued stubborn reaietanco in attacks on ••t . 

Bijiang. On l'an:,y, we advanced east along tho coast to Arevalo and 

oado minor contacts north of Tigbauan and at Cordova . 

On lindanao, our forces met strong roeiatan~o north and northwest 

of Paeonancn and ropulaod small counterattack• northwest or Son koque . 

A aNl.l landiniJ force occup1od l'al.lmaui Iollllld, oft northem llaeilan . 

6 
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DlCLA8stFID 
OSD Lotter, 6-3- ?8 

P!CITIC OC::.\1. Afil. 

16 t.:o.rch. Five ll-2u ' s attacked air 1nst.lllations on Chichi Jima . 

17 l'.srch. :>ixteon -24 ' s continued attacks on Chiclli JiMa a1r 

inst.:lllations. 

18 llarch . too.:rteen il-2L ' s b<r.IN!d Chichl. Ji::la airfields and one 

other raided ,.. Jlr.a. Sixty-six l:avy !i.•hters and to:"p8do borhera 

attacked Yap nnd the Palaus ; sixteen Iwo- boaed fight@l'3 raidod Chic 1i 

Jima, 

7 
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EASTEH!l f'RaiT 

19 !larch. In ..ast. Prussia, SOvit L ~rovp• clo:;ed ~o Uh1ll 

t,,o nllea of ul"aunoberg . ln upper ,;Ueo1a ~he •<ueo1ans TIOl'G 

report,c 1 to have la1;.nched :u1 attnck alCII'\i! the ~jeiase ,.::J.vor and 

in ~he Oder br1W,ehead non of ;.atibor. Oa1r.a up to 25 ~r.U~s 

were m~tde; one spearhead l'GilOhing lieu a wdt . In IIUnaary, tho Ued 

Arrfl £&1ned 15 ..Ues soutnwat of ::kl.S..pest . 

8 
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19 !larch. One madi•w bombflr attacked tdrgete an the Tori.ohima 

alands , eaat of P<>rllllllehiro, nnd two B-211 I 3 bonbed •:atiiUifa. 

KUROP.E: AIID TfQ<; l.!EDITERRAllEAN - STllATElllC AIJ! 

17 llarch. A total of 161 RAF he3vy bowborD struck tno ben~ol 

plants in t he Ruhr . That night J9 L!osquito bombers raided t:uernber g 

while J8 others continued the ni;;hUy raids on Berlin. 

18 l!arch . Uni'avoNb1e ro.~te weather prevented 1$th Air Forco 

bomber operations, wt 194 fiehters bo:'lbed the Varazdin rail bddae, 

north of zaveb, and strafed rail l ines in northern Yu ·oslavia and 

Austria . '1'1'10 enemy aircraft were eho1; down; we lost seven . 

lhr~ the nieht 71 a-24 1 s struck railyards at Vicon::a. 

The 8th Air Force dispatched 1, 321 escorted heavy boai>ers to 

attack rail center s and industrial wor ks in the Berlin area in the 

largest ~licht attack of the war against the Reich capital . l'ighters 

shot down 14 enemy planon. Twenty-nine bombers and nine fighter• 

have not returned. 

1 
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EUROPEAN THEATER 

D!OLASSIFIIB 
OSD Lotter , ~-8-72 

17 llarch . The Tactical Air Forces .fler. 2, 79u sorties . llediwn 

and l il;ht bombers dropped l , 800 tons on railway and comunicat i on 

centers east of the Remagen bridgehead, with lesser tonnages 

.Calling upon s imilar t argets north of the Ruhr and east of the 

Saar . Fighters .flew armed reconnaissance along the entire front 

and attacked rocket sites and traffic in Rolland. Four enemy 

planes were shot down; Tie lost 13 . 

In the 2L hours to 060o, one rocket and one fl~· bomb fell 

in Antwerp, and four rockets and 17 fl~ banbs fell in adjacent 

areas . Antiaircraft destroyed 17 other fl;yin~ bombs . 

18 !.larch. By 0600 , ten rockets fell in !hgland. The .flying 

banb attack against l!lngland was renerllld and five or the lllissiles were 

plotted. However, all thet cade landfall were shot down b;y antisir-

craft fire . 

Up to noon thoro m>ra no significant chan!les on the front or 

the Nol'them Group of Amies . 

In the Re:nagen bridgehead we advanced a lllile s outhwa.l'd against 

light opposition between the Rhine and l'lied Rivera . On the northO.l'O 

and eastern .flanks , detemined resistance l ilnited pr ogress , but we 

gained a mile on each .flank. 

2 
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D'!CLASSUin 
OlD Lotter, 6-&.?8 

Three-fourths of Koblen~ has been cloarod. South of the city, 

our XII Corps extended its holdings on the west bank of the Rhine , 

capturing St J oar and Obernesel. The base of our penetration was 

exten<!ed 1.3 miles s outhwes t along the Moselle; the point of our 

spearhead was extended and broadened south of t he Nahe River . 

Southeast of Trier, XX Corps armor drove 12 miles to the east and 

is lrl.thin 15' miles of the t roops to t he north • 

Advances of !rom five to eight miles were T.'.ade on the entire 

front of our Seventh Army from a point ten miles due east of 

SaarbruecY~n t o the Rhine River. Siegfried Line defenses have been 

pierced south of Zweibruecken and resistance has virtually collapsed 

between the Rhine River and the Hardt !.'.ountains • 

.3 



17 J.!arch. \'leather limited the Tucticnl Air Force to t6J 

sorties . Prinoipnl o.ttaoks were a;ainst bri~eo an the Brenner 

l!oute and in the Po 'lnlley. Coastal Air force planes, flyine 

I 6b sorties, e!fected 2L rocket !>its on lock tlat-ls in the Tur,li&Mento 

i!l.ver estuary in the northern Adriatic . n.r1n • 76 sorties, tho 

Balkan Air Foree attseked transportstion in X\Jsoslo.via and gun 

• 

positions on !lab and :!.Uos Islands . 

16 !.larch . Only pntrollinr. and artU el-y exchanges were re­

ported along tho battle front in north•rn Itnly • 
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ASIATIC TI!EoU'ER 

12 and 16 l!nrah. The Eaotorn Air ConmD.nd ne" $, 6oS sortieo, 

of which 1,6)u wore offensive. Forty fighters participated in the 

previously reported attack on an airfield north o! Bangkok, fi71n8 

l , $00 miles round trip . Ono plD.ne was lost over the tarv,ot . Tl·;olve 

B-24' s attacked raU bridges in south BulT.Ia . llcdiUl!l bocbors and 

!1ghtero continued attacks on eMIIO' positiono, supplioo and brid,;oo . 

17 Llarch. In the Jqinnl.l bridgehead, throe..,.ue gains r.ere 

registered west and south of JJyotha . A trta-ilo advance was made 

eaat of the Panl<lUJltl River, and Allied trocpo entered Ava north or 

Tada-u . North or the IrraTtnddy, a column pushed into the outskirts 

or Sqaing. Soooe progress was made in cleartnc; ltlandal&y but o~sition 

still romaine stubborn . British patr ols !r0111 the area south of 

• Jandalay have made contact with other patrols !r01:1 ~. The 

Ch.inue gained over two =ilea south or Lneh.io and repulsed a counter­

attack ncar Hsipaw. 

s 
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SOUT!t'IEST PACH'IC AREA 

16 !larch. Uor& than sao previously unr<>ported sorties vter& 

flown, including 71 over the Bismaroks and SOlomons . Eighty B-24 ' s 

struck two airdromes and a town on Formosa, and 12 others hit 

airfields on Negros . About 360 or the aircrai't supported ground 

operations on Luzon . A coastal vessel Tras Bllllk in the Netherland 

Indies . 

17 !.larch . A.'11ong 820 sorties nu.m, 480 planes supported Luzon 

ground operations . Eighty-three heavy bomers hit airdromes and 

other targets on Formosa, setting fire to at least eight grounded 

planes . Twenty- six other B-2L' s attacked Borneo, destroying a 

grounc;led bomber and sinking a vessel off the coast . Search planes 

left a L, OOO- ton vessel afire in the East China Sea . Two enemy 

planes were shot donn . 

The I Corps continued to meet stron,g resistance to its advance 

through tho hills south or Baguio . East o! tranila, ,.,e seized high 

ground five miles southeast of !!ontalban. Other units mac;le limited 

progress east and northea.st of Teresa . Cocmunique reports that our 

troops landed at Talaga on the Calumpan Peninsula and pushed northward 

to t'abini, where a Japanese counterattack was repulsed. 

18 !larch. US forces landed at 090S on southern Paroy, following 

preli.m1nar;y !laval bombardment , and entered Tigbauan . llo opposition 

was reported. 
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PACIFIC OCIWl AREA 

~2 LACf!rJ'l:'!:j , ' 1 

1D .. tt~-. r "-73 

1L !larch. Eleven a-2~ ' • attacked air installations on Chichi 

lS !!arch. B-2h •s attacked Chichi Jil:la . '.avy and Jl&rine planes 

continued neutr alizing raids on the l.l.lrsballo , and other .:arine 

aircraft attacked Yap and ~~ Pnlaus . 

19 ~ch. Prelittinary reports indicate that .ronr.ations totallizlt 

approxi.:oatoly 290 B-29 ' s attacked Jj8l!OY3 • RosuHa lfCr e reported as 

good to excellent with huue fires in the center of the city • 

1 
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lliCLASS!Flll) 
OlD Le~tor, 6-3-7a 

18 :Arch. Soviet and Poliah rorce• captured the port of Kolber? . 

In Ceeehoslovakia the Red Ar1l1)' reached the Jran River "''ut of Zvolen . 

8 
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DICLASSil"n:B 
~q Lotter, 5-S.JI 

EliROPE A!ID THE !!!oJ>ITERPAliEIJI - STRATEIJIC Affi 

16 J.larch . !>J.ring the night , 294 RAF heavy and L!osquito oCI!Ibers 

attacked llue rnberg ; 223 other s hit 1'/uerzburg . Fi!t.y !l>squitoes raided 

Ber lin and 24 additional ones made a feint attack on Hanau . T1renty- three 

heavy tombers mined the Kat tega t . Two enelJIY planes were destroyed; 31 

b~bers ar e missinG . 

17 Parch . Syntheti c oil refiner ieo in central Ger many and industrial 

wor ks and rail tar;:ets in the Hannover and I!Jenster areas were the 

principal targets !or 1 , 327 escor ted 6th Air Force hea\7 bo~bers . 

Sevent een bon:ber s and ll fighters are cutstandine of which 14 bcnrher s 

and 10 fi{lhtars are believed saf e on the Continent . 

Heavy boll'ber operations by tho 15th Air For ce were cancell ed cb.te to 

weather , but 98 f ight ers a t tacked communication ~ets in YUgoslavia . 

WESTERN HEIIISPHSRE 

16 !.larch. Two Aleutian-based B-24 ' s banbed Shillushiru. 

l 
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EUROPEA!I THE.\TER 

lliOLA~SI1ID 
OBD Letter , ~-8-?8 

16 Llar<:h . By sunset, the Tactical Air Forces, despit e bad 

•.~eather, new over 3,100 sorties. Railyards , barracks, conmmications, 

br idges and defended areas were attacked vrith nearly l , 900 tons of 

bombs . The principal Tleight of these attacks f ell south of the 

HoseUe River in support of our Third and Seventh Armies offens i ves . 

!nring the day 121 locanotives, over 700 rail cars and 880 vehicl es 

were repor ted destroyed. Tlnmty enenzy aircraft were destroyed; we 

lost 25 planes. 

In the 21.-hour period ending at 0600, nine rockets and six .flying 

bombs .feU near AntTierp. Three other .flying bombs were destroye d by 

antisircra.t't fire . 

17 March . furing the 21.- hour period ending at 0600, nine l'Ockets 

feU in the London and Essex areas . 

2 
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17 !larch. In our Rolll&gen brid;;ehoad a one Clile advance W!lS ude 

on the eouthom fJ.a.nk a, ainst li;;ht opposition. Despite heav-J opposition 

on the eastern and northern flanks , we cained a Clile to the north, and 

consolidated our hold acrose the super hir hwny. Tho center span of the 

Re,...;en railroad bridt!e collapsed today; this section wu <Ia= ed by 

original Gera3n attempts to destroy the bri<%:e . Tho loss of th11 bridge 

will not interrupt our build-up because su!ficinnt floating bri~;ee oro 

in operation. 

According to a late cOIIDlniquc, Tlt1r<l ArtJ;:f unite ha"" virtually 

cleared the city of ll:oblen: . South o! the llosello, liS XII Corps, 

expanding the shoulders of ita brid,~ohead, reached the Rhine on the 

northeost and aclvancad eight Cliles to tho soutlnfost . The point or our 

armored spearhead crossed the l:ahe R1 ver and advancad !our ailes be,70lld. 

Another br idGehead across the ~sella, oouth of Kochan, was deepened 

' 'if by two lllilcs . Southeast of Trier, a general advance of about throe 

Cliles waa N.de on a 20-:>ile front . East of Saarbruecken, "" pushed 

forward a .axiJ:am of seven miles . Tho VI Corps gained about four aile a 

nortlroeat of Haguenau; southeast or the town French units advanced nbout 

five lllilea . 

3 



loCIDITER!lAJ~i THEATER 

UCr.A88l?ID 
diD Lotter, 6-S-72 

16 JJarch . lllr~ the 24-ho.>r period endin;; at 1600, tho Tactical 

Air Force repOrted 845 eort1ea. "ediun baabers concentrated on rail 

tarcets :In northern Italy and Auetria, wtdle .tiY)lters ran~ed thro'lgho.>t 

northern Itely, Austria, and northern Yugoslavia atteckin~ corrr:un1cat1ons, 

supply dUI!lps, and bricJces . We loet three aircraft . 

17 Llarcb. Thore woro no el.f.nitico.nt chan>•• on the Itel1an bnttle-

front . 
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ASIA TIC TIIEAT!:R 

tltCLAliSrFllll 
OBD Lotter, 6-8-78 

lS Mlrch . Heavy bomber s of the 14th Air l•'orce attacked shipping 

in the Tonal<ina O•lt and the South China Sea . Fightore new swcpe 

over rail lineo in eastern China . We lost one tighter . 

16 lllrch. Aloong forty--two otfelU!ive sorties reported, .)2 escorted 

heavy l>CI:'bera attacked a rail,yard near Chell;!ting, on tho .-.kin!;-ltaifeng 

railroad. 

Chinese torceo entered l!sipaw without oppoaition . British units 

continued to encounter stubborn resistance in IJandalay, but cains of 

five miles 'll'llre reported south and southeast of the city. An artillery 

supported Jnpanose counterattack against the Jle1ktila airstrip """ 

repuleed. Allied units advancing tour miles, cr oaacd the Panlaung 

River, south ot Tada-u . Another British advance, in the Seikpyu area, 

gained ten milea . 

s ....... 
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SOOI'I!:'IEST PACD'IC AI& 

t%CLAESI7Till 
tOD Letter. ~-s -71 

1$ !Jarch. l.lorc than L70 additional sorties we••• ncmn ln the 

Southwest Pacific Aren. Patr ol planes destrcwed n coastal vosoel east 

of Foochari 01d aet tire to a destroyer and a destroyer oocort ncar 

s-tow. Ground wpport was given our forcee on Lu:on by )20 planes . 

One one"\)' plAne was ehot down; .,.. loot three . 

16 Jlarch. !lore t.'wl .3LO sorties were reported. !Ieavy and cecliwl 

bcmilera atteckad tel'\";eto on J.!indanao and supported our ·~d troops near 

2e"""'"nga . 8-2l.•o attacked airdromes and olll&l.l ohipp~ i n Borneo and 

targets 1n the 8alikpapan area; escortin fighters 1hot down four of five 

intereeptinu fighters . 

The I Corps continued to encounter heavy opposition in their ndvo.nce 

towards l'l(luiC o.nd along the VUla Vordo Trail. East of J.tanUa, ~'D 

oceupied Teresa and pushed three and a hal! miles northeast of Antipolo . 

CUr forces on I OUtham Luzon captured llabini on Batana:aa Ba.Y. On 

llindanao, we atteckad a atron• Bne<Q' line north of Puonanca; aeveriil 

coanterattackl wera rapulaed in the San Roque &ra& . Our torcaa cado a 

small. unoppoeed lan~ at La::Utan on Ba:~Uan leland, Q.la south or 

zamboanga. 

6 
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EI.S'l'Ellll fRONT 

IJlCLAfHJ'!IIl 
J&li l.ottor, ~-M-'IP 

17 !Jarch. The Soviets continued their olo\1 advance southwest of 

Koenigsberg despite unfavorable weather . On the Stettin front, the 

SOviets cade minor gains . Red A:rzy units have penetrated into the 

eastern part o! areelau . The Germans are now a ttecptin<: to eupply 

the city by air . 
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OlD Lotter, 0-5-72 

lS ::arch. ()\e h\L~rlred sixty-two .<Af' t.eavy bo:>l:ero a ~tackeJ 

benzol plan Ls llt Bottrop and Castrop .. auxd arad t.he rail viaduct 

nt Arnsberg; one bcmbor was lost . 

That niJjlt, the tcnn of lia;;an end tte oil refinery at :Usbolr£ 

--..re at'oacked by 50.) other J,$ heavy b ber• "41th 1,980 t<ns . <.ne 

::05qW.toos attecked .:>erlin . 

16 M'lrch . A lvsrn v.eather conditions prevented aU 8th Air 

Force operatia~s . 

Oil refineries and railyards in Austria ,..re attacked by 789 

e•cor...od 15t.!: llr rorre heavy ba:her• . r1"'t.er escort ~hot d<r.m 

!our ene~ plaraes; alx boCibers and l'ocr !ighters are oissin~. 

1 
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ban Lotter, 5-8-72 

15 );~rch . n.rl.n~; the 24-hour periO'i ending at sunset, over 5, 000 

sorties ~-ere flor.n by the '!llcti cal Air F'oroeu . :.:edium and l~ht 

bomber s dropped 2, 094 tms of bombs on defended areas , troop CCilcen­

trations, ammunition dumps, and the toms of Neunkirehon llnd Pirmasens . 

!.!oro tluln J, 000 1'1gh ters new support missions ; tbe majority ..as over 

our Seventh Amy tron t . RAI" planes attscked launching sites in 

Holland . Th1.rteen ene"')' air craft were destroyed; "" lost U planes. 

In tbe 24-hour period eml.ng 0600, five r ockets and three ny1ne 

bo:~bs fell in Antnrp . Fourteen rockets and l3 flying boobs fell in 

scattered areas near the city . Antiaircraft fire shot <bwn l/, of the 

bocbs . 

16 l~rch. By 0600, four ny1ng bocbs r:ere plotted approaching 

England. '!broe fiying bombs were destroyed by an tiaircrart . Seven 

• rockets landed in the London and Essex areas . 

Our F:U'st Arey continued to expand tho nor tJ,om and southern 

flanks or the Remagen bri dgehead wit h gains of a mile ar;ainst 

resistance >rhl.eh varied trom light to heavy. The super hiahway was 

cut nortr.east of Ronne!; our fTont lines in this area are m. thin a 

mile of tbe super highway along a f'our- mlle troot . '!h1rd Arr;zy troops 

expanded the basa of the lloselle bridgehead, soutlnrest of Koblenz, 

to a width of 15 miles 1'1h1le an annorod spearhead drove out or the 



I 

t·· D OLASS11'1Yll 
tiD Letter. b-a-72 

bridt:ehead an:! advanc~d 32 .Ules to the eou~heaet reaching the l:ahe 

:liver, so•U. or BaJ Kreuznach . Southeas~ of Trior, "" made aJ.ancee 
into U.e Saar of fro:n two ~o five llliles along a 20-aile f'rilllt . 

!he drive of our Seventh ~ nor~hward bet: .. en saarbruecken and 
the Rhine con~inued to mke st.,.dy progre • against spo• t,y resiatanco . 

Advances up to two miles were scorod . East of oanrbruocken, our 
troovs have reached the outer defenses o! the Siegfried Une. l'.sguenau 
was reported u cleared and Bit.che as being mopped up. Southeast of 

capturing Phill pl>Sburg . 
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nzcu:srr.lll 
08D Letter, L-*· 18 

15 care!] . au-ln- t..e 2~~our perioJ rnilr.t; at lt!JJ, tr ... :"le• '~!Ll 

AJ.r :"ore• !'ll!ll' ... ?) ~-:r~it!s . Cne h -•..af"'t:1 t._nt.; -u' r.!!: oodiaJ.C bo:.be:-

f1~h t.ers an< fi;;ht.er bo:r.he~• hi' corm\laicat.lcr.• throu;::hoat t~.e b.Vtle 

nrea ond northern Ital~·. .:oa.tP.1 r!.,;hters 'tr3feJ an airrlrar.e north-

west of l.ll.lan, destroying throe oneMy planes . Twelve Creeca-bo•eJ 

f1.,;'1t.cr• boc.boJ target• oo !Jilos. 

16 pr@. Ch tl)o nr1t1sh !:1&htt iu'r>y front, t!'e Oemnr.s ,., le 

sew!'>l ra\':1~ south or :;,oola ; all ..,.,.. ra~alse:1. Activity m U.e frt>nt 

or our rU'th .l.rccy' ""' con!'il.eJ ~ patrolllt.t;. 

4 
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,\SL\j!C '!HEATE3 

lliOLA8S IPld 
O&D Lotte~, 6-1-71 

Collll:IW11Cat1ons throur.hout th~ Burm battl~ areao . 

't'onr'.«inr l!lld tho Sou U1 C.hlna SM ~ank an Ol.e!ll' oil •n ker. 

lesp1te atur O!':'osithn. Part of the ·~-tt.e,.,-, ~•tim o• +.ne • tj• ~.a: 

to eu t o"t t.h• re-m..L .:ler ot the .;3pa!'\ea:u ~arriscr, . Other ei.:at.en t.a :rC"Q 
thi s bri-lgeheaJ, movLtr sout.he:la!., ~re 1. 1

'"'• s•· ."1. ~le..s or r; .. \J!:.o!' . 

A Japan••• coun+.eratt.lck &ainfld local succ aa at. 1D1111gt.t.a . 

• con' 1nued nn•:.h ot 
lan<ll.n& Coree in the X..tpa.'l area ""'" rlthl £ Ollie or U e t.o•m anJ had 

s 
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fired mlreho""''" on t ~e l.slani . Q-.e ': h• r ...... lo::t . 

• .. o "'.e n('lrtli"?Pst. In ' t.e Anti,~ r~l area, .slicht advance" were :lar1e 

agair.st. heavy fire . On southern Luzon, ,.. landud at Jagatan on ""laya.~ 

loeal gn!ns nor tl' or ..s !>oangn lospite h<tav:• op~osition. 
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l!. ..... lol'\t~h· !orL)I-eitht i:~V'J r1r,hLer~ ~n1 i'i ·' ~ r bombers 

J:obo . 'Il'.ie in tl.~ fourth lar city in Jnpan to he attackel rlthi.Jt 
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DICLASSIP'W 
~aD Letter, 5-8- 72 

EUROPE MID THE UEDITERIWJ&AN - STRATJ'XliC AIR 

13 March , In a night attack, 63 Italian- based heavy and six 

medium RAF bomber s <iropped 220 tons on railyards at Treviso, 

U llru'ch. Benzol plants in the Dortmund- Essen area and rail 

viaducts at Bielefeld and Arnsberg l'lere attacked by 192 RAF heaV'.f 

bombers . In the atta ck on the Bielefeld r ail viaduct , a deep 

I penetrati on banb of ll t ons was used . This is the first time a bomb 

of this weight hss been used. That ni!;ht , 244 heavy bombers and 

I 

ll l'osquitoes a ttacked an oil plant at Halle and 369 heavy bombers 

and 22 Mosquitoes raided towns in the Saarbruecken area . Sixty- oix 

Mosquitoes continued to harass Berlin and six others made widespread 

attacks over northern Gemany. Fourteen heavy bombe1•s ,.,ere lost . 

l S Uaroh, According to a lat e communique , the 6th Air Force 

dispatched about 1, 350 escorted heavy bomber s to att ack targets in 

the Berlin area, railyards at Oranienburg , and a Gertuan Arll\Y head-

quarters at Zossen . Sixteen bombers and three fight ,ers are unreported. 

Oil r efiner ies and railyards in southeastern Germany, Czechoslovakia 

and Austr ia Trere banbed by 7S7 escorted lSth Air Foree heavy bombers . 

Eight planes are miasin0 • 
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EUROPEAN THEATER 

DICLAcsrrro 
08D Lotter, 0-&·78 

lL ll.arch . llurl..np the 2h hwrs ending at sunset, the Tactical 

Air Forces !lew over 3 , 700 sort1eo 11311inat Gaman torms, nirtields 

and rail tar;oets thrCJuehrut the b:>ttle area . The :lAF attac:md 

launching sites 1n Holland. The .restern French Air Force bombed 

taraets at byan in southwest rran~ . r:urteen ene::v plAnes were 
• shot down and '6 destroyed on the ground . We lost 16 plnnes . 

• 

In the 2h-hour period ending at o6oo, one rocket fell 1n Antmlrp. 

Eight rockets and four fl.y1n; b0<1bs fell in ne1(;hbor1ng areas and 

four other !lying lxnba were shot down by antiaircraft fire . 

llurinl the week, 62 rockets fell 1n .:ngland of 'IIIlich 33 reached 

the London area. C1vU1an caaulllties were 196 kWed and hOl r.ounded. 

1$ !larch. Etr 0600, six rockets !ell 1n tho Essex o.nd London 

arons . One flying banb landed 1n the London area; five others nre 

shot down by antiaircraft fire , 

On the First ~ front, US troops continued to expand the Romaaen 

bridgehead to the northeast and southeast over d1!!1cult t&rra1n 

against moderate to heavy reo1stnnce . COUnterattacks Yf&ra repulsed 

both on tho northern and southern !lanlc8 of the bridgehead. !t'a 

are lees than a milo fran tho super h!&hway from Cologne to Frankfurt , 

Third Arlllf units increased the depth of their lloselle bridgehead, 

southwest of Koblenz, by two to three mUes . Other troops driving 

2 
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IIZCl.ACS!'PID 
faD Le\te~ . r-B-71 

into the Sao.r, south o! Trier, D.dvanced up to two miles alOiliJ a 

!'l'Ont of more than l!i llliles ag3inst coderate resist.lnco and he3vily 

lllinod areas . " sNll. counterattack northeast of llerz18 was ropuleed. 

The US Seventh Arqy,launchinl n general of/enDive be tween 

Saarbruecken and llaguenau, scored gnins o! troa uo to three r..llea 

along its front . \1e l uohed to the line of t !1e Saar ,tl.ver and 

• accord.in.; to co!!ll!llniquo are patrollins within one- half mile of 

$a4rbrueckon . Resistance 'll'as ~eneroJ.1y l it,ht althoor,h Minefiolde 

and booby traps vmro oncountorotl in some areas . 

There was no ehD.n,•e on the front of tJ>oo French First Arlq • 

• 



PO 
•• 0 .. .. 

.,.,.,..OXIIIMft 

LINt .. 0, 
ll N£ AS 0, 

.. .. 
lll O.U 

1 ~ lURCH 

15 MUCH 

H • tU.ot o,MO 

0 

~~ 
0 0 

::: t 
0 t/) 
.. t/) . :;a 

~ a 
I ... .. 



• 

!JEDTIERRAJ<IEAN THEATER 

DICLASSIYI!» 
DID Letter, 5-3-78 

lL ll.arch . n.tring the 24- hour period ending at 1800, the 

Tactical Air Force ne>r 88$' offensive sorties . One hundred thirty-

nine medium bombers attacked targets on the BreMer and other r ail 

lines in northern Italy , Lighter planes concentrated on communi-

cations in northern Italy, Yugoslavia, and Austria . Tl<o enecy 

planes vmre destroyed; ten of ours are missing . The Coastal Air 

Force attacked r ail and road traffic in nor thern Italy and the 

Balkan Air Force hit rail targets in Yugoslavia . 

1$' !.larch . On the Fifth A.""'¥ front, units of our II Corpa made 

a slight gain northeast of Ver gato , There '""" no change on the 

British Eighth Arii\Y front . 

4 
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ASIATIC THEATER 

Dl!:CLASSlPllll 
0BD Lottor, 6-3-72 

lJ !Jarch. L!ore than 2, 400 sorties ffG J"e rtown by the Eastern 

Air Command; 563 1rere offens ive . A small mission of heavy banbers 

continued to pound bridges on the lhrma..Siam railYiay . Fighters 

Sl-rept r oads and bombed enecy positions and dumps in the active 

battle areas . 

Four B-24 ' s of the 14th Air Force sank a medium cargo shi p 

during attacks on shippin:; in Tonl',king Gulf and the South China Sen . 

l u !Jarch. Trtenty- three offensive sorties were reported. 

Fighte rs at tacked barracks areas in Indo- China and carried out •meeps 

over rail lines in centr al China . 

The northern sector of L' andulay i s r eported clear of the e ne;ey 

but he is still resisting stubbornly in the remainder of the city. 

British forces southeast of the c ity gained an additional five miles. 

Other Allied troops advanced nine miles and captured an important 

r oad junction south of Sa;;ain{l . Substantial progress was made in 

clearing the area north and east of Thazi . 

On the Arakan front , local gains were made north of Ru-ywa 

despite stiff resistance . British t roops mada an additional l anding 

on t he mainland of Burna, JO r.dles southeast of Ru-ywa, against light 

opposition. 

5 



SU L U S EA 

• 

. . ~ 
eP:.. 

LI N£ AS or 
1
15 

l l H ( AS or ~ 
MA IIt ­

NA ~ - -

II D II D 

CE L E BES 

• ll L ' 

SE A 

•' MINDANAO 
0 IS IS f8 :0 ' 11 t OO ... .... 

.. ........ .. 



CI CLASSIPIJ:D 
OSD Lotter, ~-3-?2 

XI 
CORPS f.. 

• • 
?~ ~ 
~i I 

I. INC AI 0' 15 HAft ­
I. I NC AS Of 14 MAft -

LUZON~ ....... 

J 



bJOLAasrn n 
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SOlTri!.IEST PACn IC A.REA 

1,) Uarch, S.:..thwest Pacific planes flew 106 previously Wl­

reportad sorties including IS ar,ainst tar":"~ta in the B!.a=arcla! and 

Solonons . Uedium bombers attacked enei!IY positions in the tamboanp,a 

area . 

lu !:larch. ·~re then 700 sorties ... ,., nown thl'OU!Ihout the 

theater . Fuel installations und warehouses in the l'oec·•dores 'l'fOre 

fired by 69 heavy baobors . other heavy and madiU!l b<lrWors attacked 

targets on l.!indunao and hit l.akunai airdro,. near Rabaul . Four 

hundred ninety-four planes oporated ove1· l..uzon and searchplanes 

attacked shippin~ off the eyulcyus , and at Swatow and A::>ay; 1,) s:'18ll 

ships were SWlk and five loft burning . 

On northern Luzon, the I Corps made procress towards :Jaguio aloll(; 

the KeMon P.oad; a s:oall counterattack was repulsed nt Tobbo. On 

southern ll.lzon, ne heve reached the outskirts of Santo Tmas . Enst 

of LlnnUa , our troops continued to encounter heavy resietance in tho 

.Antipolo area . On kindanao, US troops forced an eneey withdrawo.l fl'<a 

San Roque and were ap!'l'oximatoly 200 yard, ac.ltheast of Paaonanca . 

~orized patr ol s c ontacted guerrilla f'orcoa at J:an1coh4n, east of' 

zamOO....sa, and ncrth of San f'.oaan on the west coast . 

6 
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PACIFIC OCEAN AREA 

DIOLASSIPIJ:ll 
JID Lotter, 6-3-73 

ll t hru U !.!ar ch. tur ing this four-dey period formati ons 

tot alling more than 40 heavy bombers and fighters repeatedl,y 

attacked eneii\Y installations on !laha Jima and Chichi Jima. 
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EASTlRN FRONT 

12 !.:arch. In .Ast !'russia the Ge>=n poeket sootlr.est of 

Koeni;;sberg has been cut in two ao the Soviets continue to clean 

up the area . In HUJ'I>IU'Y r:Unor Oerm.ln sa ins 11ere reported east 

or Lake !laln~on • 
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,t;QROPE AND TRE l'EDITtitllAJ:EAJI - STRATIDIC AIR 

13 birch . The t01'1Tl of Eamen was attacked by .326 llAf heavo.r 

bombers and el,':ht !.!osquitoes with 1 , 153 tons of boobs . Other planes 

were a.i.rbomo to attack targets in north"restern Germany bu t mos t 

of then r eturned to bases becauoe of bnd weather , Thot ni&ht 191 

boMbers and .36 Mosquitoes attacked benzol plants in the DortJ!lUI\d 

area . Fifty ~cosquitoes bonbed Berlin and .32 others maclo i'eint 

• attacks a•ainst Bremen and Pra.nY.furt . One bonber is missin:; . 

I 

lh birch. !laU targets in the llielefeld-Qsnabruec!< nroa wet'<> 

attacked by llt9 eDcorted 8th Air Force heavy bonbers . A second fot·ce 

of 277 heavy bonbers at tacked " railyard near Dortll:und and a comuni­

cation center southeast of Bielefeld. A third force of 5.32 liS bombers 

attacked oil refineries, railyards and tank factories in the Hannover 

area. Six other heavy bombers of tho 6t h Air Force attacked boat 

pens at Ijllll iden r.ith rocket bombs . Eleven 8n81!\Y planes were shot 

down; lL bombers and !'our .fighters are missing. Six bomber s are 

believed safe on the Continent . 

Oil refineries and railyards in Hungary, Y~~<!oslavie and Austria 

wero attacked by 6.34 escorted 15th Air Force heavy bombers . F~hters 

encounter ed a group of .37 eneqy aircraft sane of which 1rera attacking 

fuss ian planes and shot dOTm 19 . Other f~hters strn£1ng rail lines 

destroyed 29 locomoti ves and 1.3 r ail cars . Eieht bombers and two 

f~htars are missing . 

l 
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~eD Lotter , 5-S-?a 

13 lo!areh. DJ.rin~ tho 2L-hour pe!'icxl endin? at sunset, the Tactical 
Air Forces fiel'r ),$72 sorties . !lore than l,$00 tons of bonbs \Yore 

dropped alon• the front rro.o .U.ace to Holland, with r ail centers 

as tho principal ta"l:e ts . Uoeket-leunchinll sitos in Holland wore 
attacked by !'ighters; the \lestem i'rench Air forces at..,.c'<ed a fort 
in tho !loy an uea on the soutlmest coast of France . luned reconnais"ance 
was caintained over the iie:oagen brie\:;ehe"d and els8'i'lhorft along the 

front . Trrenty- four (probably )O) snecy planes were shot dcnm; we lost 
2) planes . 

Dur in.- the 2u-hour period ending at o600, one rocket and one 

flying banb fell in Antwerp . rive rockets and oix flyin~ bombs fell 
in sc tterod areas outside the city. Three !lying bo!nbs were shot 
dorm by antiaircraft f ire . 

lL !.:arch . tllrinc the 24-hour period ending at 06oo, three rockets 
!ell in Eno;land. 

turing the 2u-hour period endina at noon, there was no change on 
the front o! the !;orthern Araly Group . 

In Corps units of our First Al'IIIY, attacld.ng east of Honnef in 
the northustam comer or our .~en bridishead, advan0<1d a mile 

over rugged terrain and asainst stub born reaistonce towo.r<la the main 
hig~ rraa Cologne to Franki\lrt . other units in the southeastern 



DICLAS&Irllll 
OlD I.e t to.r, 6- S-71 

corner of the bridi;ehead cont...ined a counterattack and oade sm:U.l 

gains . 

:J1 visions of the X;.! Corps of our Third Amy aclvnnced a :nUe 

acrose a ten-!liUe reach of the lloaolle bot"'een Kochan nnd Ko!llenz , 

est.abliahinr. a bridgehead. other troops or the n:;: Corps und units 

of the XX Corps advnnced to tho line oJ.' the !.!oselle northeast of 

Trier . Divisions of the JC. Corps gained up to ~11'0 ,..i!cs alon; a 

2v~Uo front aouthoaeL of T~r and repulsed two counterattacks , 

On the Soventh lort:'f{ front, eleoents of the XXI Corps !":tined 

up to threo .,ues southNest or Saarbruocken. The VI Corps expl.nd<!d 

its brideehoad across the Lfodor ~.iver in the ltat;erutu area in United 

objocti'~ attac~s and repulsed counterattacks a inst the bridgehead • 

.3 

I 
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l!EDITERiAIIEAll THEAT:;;R 

14 Barch , On the l>ighth t.rmy front south of Imol a an cnell(Y 

attack of company s trenet h made a slight gain which was held despi te 

a British counterattack . Thero v;as no chan-e on the Fifth Arrey 

front . 
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ASIA TIC THEATER 

DECLASSrPm 
•sn Letter, 6-3- 72 

12 l!arch. Eastern Air Comnand reported l , LOO sorties of which 

mor e than 550 were of fensive . Principal missions r.ere f ighter bomber 

attacks on ene~ positions and troop concentrations along the battle 

front from Hsi pnw to the llrnkan coa s t . other aircraft strock river 

traffic and communications in central and south Burma. 

Ten lLth Air l'orco planes bombed bridges and other targets in 

southern China and French Indo-China . 

lJ March . Twelve offensive sorties were r eported by the lLth 

Air Force chiony aeainst targets at Lan[; Son in French Indo-China . 

Chinese troops moving tOl'lard Hsipaw f rom the north made limited 

gains . In l!andalsy stiffening resistance rtas being e ncountered and 

house- to-house fighting continued. British troops , by- passing the 

city to the east, advanced to t he southeast some five rtUcs . other 

British units made sane progress southttest of tiay111yo . The per:iJr.eter 

of the Ngazun bridgehead was expanded to the south and east for a 

maximum of five mUes . An attack was repulsed northwest of Sc ikpyu . 



+ 

CEN TRAL WE STERN PAC I FI C 

ffiiii#ff 
·~· 

CKI~Ifl .lUI! 

\ ,-1 

l 
, (...._ 

·-· ... .. 
••' .. .. 

' 
~~ · :· - ' 

.. 

.; · ·. J 
.. 

,,_ ......... .. 



• 

SULIJ SE A 

$ · " OQUJ: ·· o, $1'. .. 
. . 

CELEBES 

LIN( A$ Or 1J MAlt-­

lfNt AS Or 1~ MAR --

IU L F 

SEA 

•• 
MINDANAO 

o '8 '8 '8 10 !0 rr •po 

,. 
... 

Il l L ( I 

............ 

a 
"' rH 
::f; . .. .. .. 

- M ... ..... 
:.. r: 
I .: 



DICLASSI1ID 
OlD Let ter, &-S-73 

liHI: AS or ~~ HA~tH 
L.I HC AS or 1 "' --n•OtH --

• • 

LUZON~v"" 

J , 
' 



SOUTK!IEST PACIFn: AREA 

D!CLASSIYU:D 
OBD Lotter, 6-3-72 

12 !Jarch. !.!oN! than 46o additional sorties l7ero flovm by Southwest 

Pac11'1c planes . Targets on Luzon v;ere attacked by 264 planes . Heavy 

bombers and fighters o.t tacked railyards end an airdrome on For,osa, 

destroying tlu"E!e bocbers on the ground. f'i!ty planes struck targets 

1n the Bisr.>arcks and Solomons . One eneJliY fighter "as destroyed on 

Luzon . 

13 !Jarch. l~re than sao sorties were ncr.m, 1ncludine 412 over 

Luzon . Heavy bombers attacked fuel dumps and eneJ11Y installations 1n 

the Pescadores and targets on lli.ndanao . Patrol planes on shipp1ne 

str ikes sanl: a coastal vessel near the eyukyus, another northwest of 

Dornao, and trro othera near Hon:r,kon... . Wedium bocbers near SW"dtOW 

sank a medium tad~er and a destroyer . Four ener.:tY planes \;ere shot 

dmm; ne lost one plane . 

12 llnrch . .Ast of ~lrulila, the XIV Corps compl eted the capture 

~ of Antipolo . 

13 lolarch . Elements of the I Corps, attacking along the Villa Verde 

trail, were encountering bi tter resistance on northern Luzon . Other 

units drivine tOTTarda Balote Pass occupied high ground northwest of 

Putlan . On southern Luzon, vte attacked enemy positions around l!t . 

Bijiang. In area of Zrunboar\g:>, a Japanese counterattaclt forced a 

rtithdrawal of our units from San Roquo . 
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DICLASSIJllll 
<SD L tte~ 3-72 

lL Ho.rch. The !lad A:r"'f made furt.her r,ains ag.:>.inot the Oeman 

pocke~ southwea~ of Koenigsberg . In Czechoslovnkia, Soviets have 

t&ken the cit.;y or zvolen . Oerr..An forces continue to attack the 

llueeian line betmlen Budapest nnd Lake llalaton . 

7 
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7ffiST.:J'JI llE!:ISPHE!lE 

1.3 t.ia.l'ch . Fiv~ d-2l' • of the 11th Air Force attacked Pnramushiro . 

12 l.:.ttch . The city of uortrund "''" ~ttacl<erl by ov~r 1,000 JIAF 

h~svy bombers mth 4, 888 tons of born's . Tt.,,t ni.;ht 8o l'osquitoe• 

hit Berlin and three attacked other tart;ets in northern uemany . 

lost . 

Sixty-nine It'll!.:J.n- Losed JJu"> loM'II'J 'Uld meekm l;""'bero , Gttacl:int; 

at n:!<!!lt , !l1 t t.ha Padun railyards . 

13 t.ia.l'ch . All 5th ;.11· force opcra~ions wore cGncollcd duo to 

weather . 

!lore than 1200 tons of bombs "ere dropped by escorted heavy bomb~rs 

of t he l!)th Air r'orce on the a.gen~burg railyards . Tno hoa ·.ry bcr.~bcrs 

ru." four figh~ers are misflinC• 

1 
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12 ~"·ch . By sunset, tho T.,cticlll Air i·orcco !le"' over 'l , "00 

13 ;,.urch. wrin<; th• ~L-Iicul !' l'i<>d endin<: at 06oo, seven 

1? -.arch. rhe 5ri•.ish Scc·1.d Arrr;, ,..+J.ch wa~ •qce~zed out wr.!..ng tl.e 

elearir~ ct the ties_,: J:ocke .. , h.tt• reS\i..m 1 its place :.n th~ lir.c . 

""" repuls~d on the north !lanl, ~r the bri<Jc•head. On the &..ird i'.r7 

trent the XX Corpe cle=ed th~ north bank of the :..Cselle fror i\ochon 

to J.luelheim moppins up sea ttered reD! stance . East of Tric1· , oth•w 

units crushed a ccunteratt.acl: and avnr86od t:&ino of n r:ile aloll,! n 

17..,.ile front . The US S<'venth and Frc.noh tirst Ar:cy frQ!lts were 

quiet • 

2 
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l? :.:..rch. ::iur ir . .: ; .~ 2).-.. .,..r period cnrlln.:; at li)()J, ~.~>o TRcticol 
lli to:rees ne"K S$ !"~Vlo..t.,lz,r ·hi"'P;"Orted ~O~ie!l . i;ca•t:ll 3ltd ..,'llkan • .- f..ir .Fo~·ces, in lJU !OrtV.!'I, at* ckod ·er~.rtt !..nst.a.llz\•i,.,.ra :.:n r.::;r_,'W1!'stt-""!": 
Italy rund alo~~ the Dn1 ntian co~"t . 

klld sa rail cuts "ero 1:\.'hie . One plnne 1e mis~lng . 
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u-2l •s hit ship,iJ,~ 1n tlw vult .r I : ,;: • .,.;; . 

L 

• ··'-''-' 

J.h,\'lvo >r.J.le a fi;-e- ,.Ue expnuoi~r. or u .. •·&n•= briJole!w ' cut tt.e 

r4ilroad ruru.in.:J sout"""3t to l~otha . AU raU lineo rro., J'and.:llny 

hnvo uow been sev~retl. 
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OBD Letter, ~-3-72 

, , • .ttr~J. . 'or l!w'. LiO p:-e·t.i.ouel,y W"U"epo:-tcd t:crtie:s wcr 

plru>~ off the oo••t o! liHlo-chirul 11orl destroyed t1··o in I.tzen . 

into tile tOYm frCIII th~ northwo~t . On BOUtloot n Luzon, :latancne YrBa 

captured unuppoaecl . On .tincl.!lnao, unit~ ot th~ E:4;hth J.:rrey, ll'Ovin.: 

west o~ Zllmboang~~o, reached Kaw'lt , 

Other ur. ta r..ade unopposed lan~ings on :O.:blon and Si.llara Ialor.d' 

ir. t.>,e Sibuyan Sea. 
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PACIFIC UCEJU: AP.EA 

nxcLASsrnn 
OSD L~tt•~ '·3-72 

11 and 12 ,.arch. US f:l<lhters swap~ Jap>nese J:OSitlons on 

Haha and Chichi Jima. 

1~ l.b.rch. Fomations totallin.' 279 B-29' s :o~de their third 

large attack a,;:ainst the Japanese noainlnnd on Wednesday when 

Osaka was bCIOibed . On~ enell\Y plana r:· s destroyed . Prelirtinary 

repor·ts shew that we lost one B-29 . 

6 -----
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DECLASSIFIID 
08D ~·~~or, 6-S- 72 

ElffiOP<. AliD THE W::DITER!W:EA!1 - STfu'.r:ciC AIR 

11 IJarch . llore than 1,000 ,l)J' heavy ta::ber• atn;ck ..arrn, 

dropping L, 737 tons of bombs . n~a~ ni;:ht 90 J.:osqui~oo• a~tackod 

Berlin and aix others tl3do widoopr ad attacks over Germany . 

1':1enty-ono heavy bombers laid minos near Oslo and in the Katte~at . 

Three heavy bombers are l'liss ing. 

D!rinl. previously ,...ported £th Air • orce attacks 9f,a1~>e~ S::ip-

yards, bridges and oil refineries in n<'rthem ::emm:y our bocbers 

dropped over .),000 tons or bocbs . One heavy bccber and six !i~hters 

were lost . 

l2 llarch . The port areas of Swin~mundo and l:ostock on the Baltic 

and railyards between the Phine and Fl-ar.Xl'urt-on-Oc!er were the 

targets tor l , 3SS eocorted 6th .Ur l"orce heavy bccbera . -.acorting 

J fighters ahot down four enecy plano.. Two bcuobers "ere lost and 

tour fighters have not yet returned. 

Tho main part of a force of 650 escorted 15th Air Fotoce heavy 

banbers attacked the Floridsdorf oil refinery in Vienna; other forces 

bombed railyards a t Graz, Zel tweg and lfiener .. eustadt . Threo batbers 

and two ti;>htara are a:issin,> . '!h~ attack on Floridsdorf marked the 

lar;!eet number or plane s (7L7 baabers and 213 tigbters) and the hi&hut 

tonnage (1, 664 tons) on a ainglo tar et by the 15th .ur torce . 

l 



WESTERN FRONT 

,. 

• 

• 'l., lffTtaoat~ 

•• -~ .. ... 

,. -

.-• , 

0 

~t:l ..... 
00 

:n: ..., 
" "' - .... ... .,. .., 
1.,1!:1 
I .... .. 



• 

I 

ll !larch. The Tactical Air rorces flow 2,$5'4 sorties . Ccnnmi-

cation centerr, ammunition plants , towns and airfields eaot of the 

Rhine ond in northwestern OerrMey were attacked by bOI"lbera dropping 

1 1 142 tons of b<r.bs . Lighter aircraft patrolled the Colo.;ne area 

and the lie<=agen bri(!geh•ad, and "AVe support in the Saarbruecken 

and Karlsnhe areas . C're 1oat ten »laY~cs . 

n.ring the 2L-hour J>'riod endin~ at o6oc, '.!tree flying bor-J>s 

fell in Antwerp. Yifty-•ix fi;·ing 1 "'""" !'ell in n•igbboriri! ;ar• • 

and L2 ot!-.ers ....,ro destroyed by ar.tl.Aircra!'t fire . 

12 llarch . wrinp th~ 24-hour period ending at 06o0, lL rockots 

fell in the r.ent, .soex and London areas . 

Consolidation of ground o.ncl regrouping were the only activHios 

reported by the !lor them vroup of Amies • 

.fith the bridge nnd farcy facilities il:lproving at P.eM,:en, the 

I". Corps continued to expand the bri<\lehead against stiff re•iatar.ce . 

OJr :a>:1po;o thrust ns five "ile a east of the ~ .. , and we hale! 11 

lli.les along the eut bank . Cnits of the XII and XX :;crps continued 

to clear the north bank of the IOoeelle around l..ueden . Northeast of 

WUtlich , a drive alone a 15..,11• front avera;;ed two ..Ueo against 

14;ht opposition. East of Trior, we advanced a milo along thtl south 

bank of the l!oselle after Nlpulsillj! counterattacks . 

2 
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J.!EDITEJUiAJJEA!; THEATER 

DEOLASSIJI'm 
QSD Letter, b-S-72 

11 l.!nrch . The Coastal Ail' i'orce new 58 sorties , chiefly 

again•t. rail and road transport.ntion in northern Italy. The 

Balkan Air Force , in 90 sorties , attacl:~d :un positions and 

shipping L~stallations alo~ the Yu~oslavian coast . 

12 Uarch. The Tactical Air Force reported a total of 852 

sorties against target• in the Po Valley and rail and motor 

transport behind the battle areas . One hundred twenty-•even 

B-25 ' s struck comr.unications in northeastern Italy, destroying 

1 two bridges . 

Ground acti on on the Italian front was liMited to patrol 

clashes. 
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ASIATIC T~TER 

llYCLASSI7ID 
jgD LO\\o~, ~-8-72 

10 Mnrch . The l:;nstern Air COilll!and rlew 1, 98° sorties, of 

..W.ch l , CLO '"'re dfensiw . :;upply <b:ps in th" Kyaukoe area 

were attack"d by 3S ... odium bombars . Llosquitoea 1111rl fi[;ht~r plllllea 

attaelcPd enPJIIY positions and <La.."' 1n central t»r=, chieny 1n 

the ~.rakan area and along tlu> l.landalny-M:l(!Otn r•U line • 

A::lonr a total o! 112 ortonsive so1·tie• of t'l .. Uth Air :'orce, 

Jl heavy bolr.ber• attaci<Pd i'san~•sien in northenrtem China . Other 

aircraft attacked rail and river tranaportstion and airfields 1n 

central China . 

11 L\:lreh . The Ch1nesP t(ained two ciles on t"" road scut!; of 

LMhio and to the '"'at, advMce1 another mile toward Hsiraw. 

The Br1tieh encountered stiff opposition in the fight~ in the 

1 northern outskirts or l'andal.I\Y . l:ortheast of th~ city, a colum 

drivin• east is within ten mil.ns of llayolyo. 'nle bridgehead south of 

lle:a:un •as aubstantia.lly expan-led against stiff opposition. 
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SOUTriWEST PACIFIC Til!~ 'l'ER 

D!CLASSI7In 
61D uottor, &-s-?a 

10 .lnr<:h. k>re thar. 670 s~rtlu lfAnl nown if, the SeuttredSt 

P>ci!'ic ~a •i'h 1.1~ airerdt -tr.:king t&r&eta u!'l IJ.l<c:- . Z&:'oar.&a 

W&S attackPd t)' J.L) !'l&r<" ir.clu~ir,~ 1Q --11, 1 • ...n $\Jfi'Ol'~ 1 )nt <iing 

and or. Borneo . J'et.l.lum bcr-..ber~ left a n.,.dium Utnl:cr slrJc!ng ruv:! !1r d 

ne~ haloallc~ . 

l.! Larch. tor"' t!aa.~ :!.10 sort..i.es Q""O norm. :iGh~eN. uOJ.\j"' 

~ber~ s•ruck niJ'II.~o;;e., "n Bo:r::ec; ed.iums llt~~c}:.-c;! z.a..-.tob.:".gn ru.d 

other targets ~n :.:inJ."!.ro. 

I Corps troops on Luzon were oncounterins wall-oreanl:ed rer.l.et:lllco 

JJ. ~heir advance tomrJ 3alete F<1s• . ln t 114 l'crL :>totsen~urtl an: , XI 

Santa llarill, north c! Zanbo&lli!"' and tho ;;ar. f.oque airfie!.d to t ho 

west were tnken againot light oppositien . 

Pr.CIHC CX:EAli /Jll::A 

10 12rch. On tM previous l:f reported Tceyo raid, l ) S-29 ' a are 

lllisaing. 

s 
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D!CLASSll'IJ!:Il 

0SD Letter, b-3-72 

1 2 !.:ar ch . The uernnr. fortified city of 7.uestrln >Yas tal<ell 

by the Red Arnv. Jiorth o!' Gcyn1n the Zoviets hav6 reached the 

vuli' or Danzig . 

6 
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lliCLASSIFIID 
O&D Letter, b-8-72 

lv J..Jtreh. .;-24's or the 11•1. ,\.lr 1•orco en wonther etrik o 

10 IL'Il'Ch . The a>cr synth~t1c oll plcnt noru· velsenk1rchcn 

was attacked l'l' l ') 'X heaV',; bClrlt•r~ , lrop; ir-6 7'5'5 ton• ot bcru;s . 

•lut ni:'ht '57 I osqu!toeo attacked Be:-lin an·1 t•m oth•rs ~.-de wl :e -

Air 1-'0:"'"C~ h~A\'j bonbers . .Jnrt bO':I.ht:r nne! thrt:-c r~:lters Wf"ru lont . 

Force . 

l.url.n;; tJ1e 21,-hour rr1ocl endl.n,. et. 0600, one rocl<~t t•ll 1n 

t he London lll'ea ,., ,d one in HeM.fordsh1re . 

1 
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DEOLASSll'lll> 
61D Lotter , ~-8-71 

10 llareh. The '!'actico.l llr Fo:-ces new 2, 097 sort.ies . diWil 

and fighter bonbers dropped 900 tons on rail ond com..unicat1on centers , 

mostly south o! the lb.thr, Md on rocket- liWnChtng sites in HollAnd . 

SUpport wna ~iven to our troops all along the front and fighters 

covered the Reolagen area . ,;e lest ten planee . 

Durinj: the 21-hour period endinj: at 06o0, me rocket and 11 

nying bombs fell in areas nenr Ant,-;erp . Antioircraft shot da.m nine 

other !lyiny bombs . 

11 IIILrch. !"ne Gcr:liUI pocl<e' en the ,'t\in, west or -::esel has !:>een 

eliminated. 

The US Ill Corp• continued to expand tho Ranagen bri~~ohond 

despite stiff resistance and heavy art.illery !ire whic~ still ~rr•ctively 

interdicts the railroed bridi,e !or protracted perioO.. . 1'7o.>t or 

Andernach the VIII Corps 1e noPJ 1nj: up scat Tf'd pocket• o! rt'•istence . 

I The XII Corps advanced up to seven miles to r•ach the RhinA and the 

~er Uoaelle . In the Wittlioh sector , other units gained a maximum 

of four lllileo alo"8 a 17...,ile !rent, capturing Kesten on the l.loselle . 

'fi'e now hold the ~ River lir.e !r<>m t be ::Utch border to the J;oaelle, 

and heve cleared the en""'Y !ran the cajor porti on or the area north 

or the Lloselle . 

lio change was reported in the US Seventh and French First Ar.cy 

sectors . 
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IC;JliTEllfiAloEAJ; TH!iATER 

DltCLASS Tl'tn 
OBD L~ttor, b-~-72 

10 Llareh . :"he Tactical Air Force new 89 previously unreported 

sorties . During the day, )1 rail cuts were made in nor thenotern 

Italy 1 including eight on the Brenner Route . In all opera tiona 1 

eight o! our pla.'les are o.issing. Fl,)•in;, ll.L sorties, t.he Coastal 

and oat:- .n Air . erces at+.ackod rail ::oven~nts in ncrth....,ttem rt.41y 

and bave support to pnrtiaan troops in Yu•os1avia . 

11 Uo.rch . The T<1ctical Air For ce new 1 , 1)4 sorties, support-

ing ground operations a.nd at•.acldn,; coa:amicat1cns in the central Fo 

Valley, alon;: the Brenner Line 1 and in southern Austria . 

Activity was limited to patrolling along the Italian front . 
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ASIATIC THEATER 

D.cussrrrn 
OSD Lotter, 6-S-78 

9 llarch . Tho t.astern Air C=::and new A total o! 2 , 491 sorti~a 

of w!lic!l 602 """ offensive . llore than ?0 he:lvy bombers attacked 

tnopply cl.lmps at Ra~~~:oon and bride;•~ alon,; th., 1'11 , -'.Artaban raUroad . 

lledium bombers hit troop concentrations in the Chauk area Md hombed 

the Thawatti raihoad br idt;e on the 1114in 1.1-mdru.oy- Raneocn line . 

Fighters and f:4;hter bombers fiew ground BU)>j!Ort and attacked trnna-

portation , supplies , defense position• , nnd air '""'-"s thr011:•hrut U.e 

active battle IINU in central and so.:.~ern w'ur.:la • 

. \ncn;; 167 aort!es fl""" tr; the l1tl •• ar Force , 32 eecorte<! u- 2L '" 

attacl<e<i railyl\l·d• at .>insiAng. Other planes attac!<"<! brid,:~•, rail-

roads nnd river shippinj; from Lin>~ line to th• Yellow fiivor, nnd ~t1-uck 

docks at f,MJ<ing , wh,.ro three eneey intercortors wqr e sl:ct down . 

12 Karch . OU stora;;e tanks in the Singapore area and cool ::!.r.c! 

in 'iballa.'ld w~re tart;ets for L6 3-2? lxcbere . 

9 March . British forces hAve occupied ong l!it against lir,ht 

opposition. Furth,.r south other troop• nro fighting in the outokirts 

of L:andaloy. The llgarun bridgehead lfBO expandnd sl ightly a;Isinot strCI18 

opposition. In th,. J.:eiktUa area w-.its have !"'ached Wu,.,dlfin 11nd ave 

advanced to within !ive Diles of Pyawbwe , 

L 
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,.. JU'LASSUle 
OlD Le\tor, • ?2 

SOUTHIIEST PACIFIC AREA 

9 llarcb . Soutlmlst Pacific aircraft now S66 p!'eviousl,y 

unreported eortieo , illcludint; 103 agailltt t~ ll18=rcl<.$ and 

Scl=ons. Tarpts on Lu:on were at.tact:ed by 369 planes . !;egroo, 

Cebu , Penay and lolindanao Iolande were also hit, including an attack 

on Z&lboanga by 24 ll-2L • s . Heavy bccbors dropped 60 tons on TAkao 

dockyards ill Fonr.ooa , causing fire• and explosions . Patrolling 

B- 2L•s sank three al•1P" and daMged thre 1tOl"' ill thP China Sea . 

10 ll.a.rch. During 62 sorties, patrol plane$ left a .-•d1w:.-s1:ed 

transport sirJcing no:u- llainan Island md shot de1m or.e f1t:htor pbno. 

Twenty-six rodlum boobers attacked taraoto at Zarboanga . Nine B-24 • s 

bombed Keravat air<lrome at llabaul. 

On Luzon, I Corpo patrcls roached a point on the west coast six 

o.i.l.es north or ArinSa.Y. Other troop• occu, ied hill positi~JU eaot 

of 'i'w1n Peal<s and Ndo !l.lrt':er gains south or Balet.e Pass . ::crth or 

Laguna de ""Y, eleCiellts of the T.IV Corpo captured high ground north­

west of Antipolo encountering heavy mortar tire . Other un1 ts <lade 

limit ed gailla north and south of Lake Tul. On llilldanao, the Llst 

Division captured San Roque village and \7olfe nirdl'oa;e near Z,.:,boanga 

against light oppodtion. 

Coa:Junique atates that. our troops have entered Z=boan.;a city. 

s 



PACIFIC OCEAN AREA 

~ 
DlCLASSIFUB 

~»D Lotto~. b-S-7a 

12 lfarch . Prel1111inary I'Pports fr<>r~ the XXI iloGlber Ccmmand 

indicate that Jlarianaa-based B-29 ' s dropped l , 842 tons on the 

industrial urea of t>agoya . It i s est1111ated that 2!) percent of 

the city is in names . 

6 





~ 
DZCLASS11!1!) 

08D Letter, 6-S-?a 

ll l.tarch . In advances up to ten mUe•, th- Red .Ucy ap: roachlod 

the western shore of L3.11zi:: Culf on wide front . East an<! south of 

Altdamm, the Soviots pressed t<,.,a.rd th• Odor despite oounterattaol-.8 . 

llegotiat ion• witl• Fnmch authoritios ~,.,. under "'"" to incr"a"e 

of clubs an~ r sta~<r:u:~• for the exclc•1, .. upe "f t:S =111tar-.r 

pe-sonnel. Th•y will receive food un1er rev,.rse !.end !.ease a.;ree:t'r.t . 
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GENERAL 

DIOLASSTFID 
CBD Letter, ~-3-72 

8 l.tarch. The ,/ar Oapart:nont has not1C1ed all overseas and 

~atic coocancls that subsi~unce supplies in thb country are 

approach.in& a dangerously law level due to increased de:::nr.ds trOr!l 

oversellS thea tar e . It wUl becme increasingly necessary to sub-

stitute available items such as canned corn and corned boo! !or 

items in greater <lo,.and . 

9 ll&rch. One hundred !i!ty- seven rAF heavy tO!!Iber s •ttac!ced a 

benzol plant near ilecl<lingnausen with 79J tons of bC>:lbs . Other heavy 

bombers diapatchod to attack targets in north~~stern G~t~any were 

forced back b;y woather . wring the nicht, 86 !losquitoeo attncl:od 

Berlin and four made widupread attacks on tar;;ets in northern Gorr.any. 

'i'Wenty heavy booobers mined the Oslo Harbor and the Kattegat . 

10 llarch . Thirteen hundred sixt;y-nine e3corted fith Air f"orce 

heavy ':lonher• nrc airborne to attack rail comunicationa and work-

shops in northern Gonnany. One bomber and two fi<lhters are mi.ssing . 

A bridge on the Verena-Perona rail line was attacked b;y 192 

escorted l $th Air rorce heavy bo&ber• , One bomber and one fJ.&hter 

are missing. 

1 .. - - - - . 
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D.!CLAsarrm 
~so Le;ter, 6-S-72 

9 llareh . The Tactical Air forces n"" ""re than ) , uOO sort.iea . 
J.!odiwn ballbore attael'"d rnilyarde, depots , ar.munition plants , east 
oC the ltline and tho San l".eo!o twu.el u ""~ aa rocht.-launchin3 sites 
in Holland. Over 1,100 !ishtera new arced reconnaissance over 
the Rhine area and supported our Aemagen bridgeh~arl forces . other 
fighters hit •ar,.ets all along th• front. . """'nty-thre~ ent"ll)' 

aircraft were destroyed; we lost 21 planes . 

During the 21.-hour period endin& at o60u, two rocket• lllld three 

tlyinc: bombo fell in Antwerp . Three rockets Md u6 n;ring 1-cr.:bs 
fell outside the city. Antiaircraft !ire shot do= 1,9 !lying banbs . 

10 L:al'ch. In the 24 hours to 06oo, nino rockets fell in the 
Essex and Landon areas . 

Canadian first and US Ninth Iorey troops rewced the bridgehaad 
""'t of the Rhir.e fl'QII Wesel aaainst rapi~ decreasing roaietance , 
After clear~ Wallach tbe;y advanced a •Un•• of tour milee to tho 
outskirts of Buederich. 

Operational aee•ages con!im the Third An:c;y's capture of Anc!arnach 
and the subsequent drive by tho ll th Armored Division up th~ we at bank 
or the Rline to e>alce contact with the Firat Arley's 2nd Infantry Div-
ieion advancina south . The encircled ve,....ane in thh area are in a 
pocket roughl;y ten r.tUes wide by 20 miloa lons . Ill Corps units 

2 
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DYCUS.TT!r:D 
OBD Lo\to~ . ~-. 72 

heavy nrtlllOl"/ fire llh1ch AL one til:le rcnrlorod th• rollrMd ~r <.l.:o 

1noporat1v" tor ll hours , Alol\fl a i'r0n+ etrotching JO mlloe north 

!rOC> Tri~r 11'0 ;ained up to fi··e miles and reached the comcun1cati~ns 

Fir!t t>rry sectors • 



~· ncur.n 
~Jl) Lttto~ 

9 and 10 /.:arch . The Tactical Air t'orce n .... OVIU' 2, 200 
sortie• against eneCI;)' poe itiona and cCICDJnications t.hrou<;hou t 
the bat.t.le nreas and r ail routes through tho Bronner Pa•• · 
Fwrteen planes are Dis sing. 

10 lt.arch. l;o significant changes were reported on the 

Italian battlefront.. 

4 
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8 llarch . The Eastern Air C"""'-''l'd reported more than 2, 2!i0 oor tioo 

or >rhich 649 nro otrena1ve. Twelve RAF Liber ators bOI'Ibed bride•• on 

the 8Jma-Siaz!l rallwq, 35 B- 2)1 s hit :n>pply dw:>ps at l'yal'tbwe, while 

fighter s attacked air!ields near Rang~n and S'lfopt positions and 

dun!ps around Hsipaw, ...yim.u, Toun&oo and t.:yebon &reas . Twenty-tour 

Mosquitoes dropred 12 tons on the airfield enc rail bridc:e at Pyinl;ar.a , 

Three eM:ey aircraft were destroyed; we lost ono plane. 

lJ,th Air :orce new 215 sorties &&ainst M'llyurds o.n-1 britl. ·es 

1n centr•l and northern China . Two planoo are roissin!l . 

9 Jl&J•ch . Chinese troops pushed about threo miles south o! i•ew 

Lashio. Farther W'Cst, the British were three dles !raa ltlong .it. 

Active patrolling continuos in nll directions f r om !JeiktUa. To 

the northwest, Allied forces entered ~edaw unoJ)!·ooed; so"theaot or 

ltoiktlla our units are oonoolldating tho 16-mllo strotch of road 

previwsly patrolled tow~ Pyawbwe. 
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D!CLASSIJIID 
OSD Lotter, 6·8-?a 

SOUTH!IEST PACIFIC THEATER 

8 Uarch. Sout!mest Pacific planes new r:\Ol"'e than 500 pl"'eviously 

unreported sorties , of which 400 were against targets on Luzon . 

9 Uarch. Only 82 sorties were reported, several missions being 

forced back by weather . Forty-six heavy bomber s fired dumps near 

Zamboanga. Patrol planes sank a coastal vessel and a tug off Hon;;kono: 

and additional China Sea shipping northwest of Borneo. 

In the northern Luzon sector, I Corps troops were pushing north 

along the Barak River and were engaging Japanese units about seven 

o1lea northeast o£ Carraglan. Our forces near Imugan cut an enenw 

escape route to the north . In the southern Luzon sector, units of 

the XIV Corps expanding the eastern ann of the corridor between Batangas 

Bay and Lake Taal roached ilauan and Balibag. East of JJanila , we 

entered tho southwest portion of Antipolo . 

10 March . US forces landed near Za:nboanga on L!indanao Island 

against J:lild opposition. 

6 





DI:CLASSIFIIlll 
OlD Letter, b-8-72 

Danzil; POcket. To the ~a111t., th"".; crosse.! "h,. ;,ot:nt !tiver rual 

advanced tlln miles; to t:.hr w~;;st, a r,enfllra1 A~"'\·'U\ce of eor.c 15 

!:'Ues el>(\.>lted :.a~en~rg . 

1 
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t:IIOOPZ All:> 'l'll3 l!Z!li'i'ERRAI • .:.U' - STRATEGIC AIR 

8 !.larch. In night attack.!, .5.52 RAF he11V'.f ba:lbers atruck Smburg 

and Kassel . Ninety--nine "osquito bombers continued to harass Berlin 

and carried out feint attacks on other German citiea . Thirty-five 

ba:lbera mined rivers and the coaatal waters of northwoet.!rn Ger:tal\Y. 

9 !larch. llanutacturins plants at Kassel and r~Uyarda at 

O..nabruck, !Alenster, m>oine and Frankfurt were attacked lrt ~:ore than 

1,000 eecort.!d 8th Air f'orce heavy b<r~bers . r.e lost ton bombers and 

one fit!hter . 

9 ~larch . Bad weather forced back all but )7) escorted heavy 

ba:lbers o! the 1Sth Air Fore~ out of 1110re than 800 airborne to attack 

rall,yarda in westem Austria . Eight l:;o&bers and one tighter are 

aiaaing . 
• 

1 
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DlCLASSIP'IJ:& 
dBD Leu.or , ~-3-?a 

8 ~larch. During the 24- hour period ending at sunset, the Tactical 

A1r Forces flew over 55'0 sorties. VIe ather severely r estricted opera-

tions but medi= bonbers dropped 562 tons on cormnmication centers ncar 

Duisdorf . Interception patrols and reconnaissance missions were also 

flown . The l'lestem French Air Force dropped 20 tons in the Royan area , 

on the Atlantic Coast . 17e lost one plane . 

In tho 24 hours t o 0600, three rockets and four flying bombs fell 

in Antwerp . Seven rockets and 30 flying bombs fell in neighboring 

areas . Antiaircraft destr oo,red 16 flying bombs . 

During the 21: hours to 0600, 13 rocket incidents r.ere reported in 

the Kent, Essex and London areas . 

9 llarch . An estir.lated force of 100 Cermans eomin", from the Channel 

Islands raided Granville , on the nor theaster n shore of the Bay of nont 

St. J.lichol; a.fter damaging harbor installations they •rlthdrew, apparently 

towards the Island of Je rsey . 

Units of the Canadian First and u. s. Ninth A.n::ties continued to 

attack t he Cerman bridgehead west of the Rhine at \Yesel; gains of a 

mile were made around the perimeter of the bridgehead. Xantcn, in 

the northern portion of the bridgehead nhero heavy opposition had been 

maintained, was cleared. There was no change on the remainder of tl1e 

Ninth Anltf front . 

2 



DICLA~SITIXII 
rft L ,. r. &-~-73 

The First lntf !las expandecl its llemai•n brid&eheaJ to a depth or 

three t.iles on .,, eir,h~l.e beae . 7fe control the hljlh cround on the 

east bank of the raune overlooking our crossing; perte or one armorecl 

and t"" in!'antry divisions have been pushed across . We have CAptured 

Erpel, eaet or the !lhlne. Bonn has been captur ecl but reduction or 

isola~d enemy pockets in the souther n secLion of tho city continues . 

Accon!ing to a coc:nurl.que o! 10 !.:arch, a.......,red units of our Thin! 

~ ha·1e capturocl Andernach and are driving north alo"i the wost bali< 

of the Rhine and have ~:~&de contact with lirst AniiY forcos driv1n8 south 

Irao the ~;;en ~orrl.dor . 

Tnare was no change on the fronts of our Sevunth or the French 

First Army . 



J.Cllllil:!UWr::All 'i'HSATER 

D!CL.AfSI7Id 
~~D Lott•r, 6-8-71 

6 l.l.arch. Im-iJv;: tlvl 2~-hour P"riod to 1600 hours, the Tactical 

Air Force new over 8)0 aortioe . l~edium bmbera 1111d fighters hit the 

Brenner Pass r oute and other rnil lines in northern Italy; motor 

tran•port and bri<tea over the Po !liver r.ere alae attacked. The Ballalrl 

Air I'Or<:e swept rail and road tra!fic in :.u,;oalavia with 125 so:-tiea . 

Coastal planes attacked t.ar,;eto al0116 the coast ot the Gulf of C)enoa . 

9 J::lrch. Activity on t ho north Italian battle front was conl"ined 

to patrol activity. 
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~- ~ ta.t.em 41.r C«rAnd ntpo..-t.cl &O!"'e t!oao 2Soo •orW• 

ot wb!c!> 71J7 WtN! otf•r .. iv.r. Sew.ntr-tQ.I.r .. cortecJ be&vy ~~" attac :-.4 

~d:l and the dock aru at. Mlrt.ab&n. r.tdh:! ~rs ana tir;M•r"' 

hit. el'.e~ podtian.a an.-! l'llp~ liaq>e Oppo.Jit. our ~ ba!.tlo front. . 

'i'wo planu •ore loot. 

~- l~th .Ur Forco r•lM•• new 162 eort.iea At;OLoo:at mila 1n 

e~t.rlll and no.rthorn Ch.Uul . rOwr •r·~· t~l!t.,To """' abot. down; -. 

loz:t dx platou . 

~· Cut. or \.he ti'Ta-..dd.T, t.M ~itb:b have t:ivo~ ro • h 

it:ito u. cit;:, "r Jand&l~ •~I"W h••v.r ~ -~· !nc -. rtt;»o-:.•c! &«ili.•t 

:.be daet:".tM!.%."~'4 N~d•t.Mort. BlrU.t.h pot.M!t ::v.·!ni; sOQ• ... 'M!ut trm 

10 MA..""eh . A proel:Lain.vy repo~ atat.ll• that 29 ~~'• wen alrb<rme 

to atU.Cit t.&ri'Ota at XUala L"lt!'lpl.l.r and JJ.o.r Star in bla.,ya ar.d iktot"J.a 

Point 1n rt-.ail.And. 

According to French report.., J•pane•e troops have attacked t.he 

french garrison at ~ Sen, no.rc.beaat ot Hanoi, 0c the h-onch Indo­

Cbi:l.& - Chinese FJ-cnt.ier. 

s 





ntcuasrn n 
••~ Lot t er, ~-S-71 

Japa.r.-.ee positions in tho a.Le-narcks a.r.d Sol'CimC!ns . T rt:et!l. en Luz-;:m were 

attac!rod by 190 pl anes , 

6 !.larch. Sixty-nine heavy lxlmbors hit Zambo~~o.; twelve other B-~L ' s 

boolbed Bo.lete Pa~s on Lu•on . Patrol plmles , oo sweeps over the Chinn 

0:-. luzon, eleJr.ents of the ! Cot"?!i c3pt..lrc u. hi..;h r Q.; nd no!"t.'llmst 

ot 'l'wii! PI> a!<$ despito. he&\':f rt sistance . Other units :.a~e local .;'line 

alon..: the Villa Ver de TmU Md the Bayombonc· Snn Jose highvmy. South 

o! La {lUnD. de Bay 1 t ho XI V Corps reached Anbulon., on the northern shoNJ 

o! Lal:o l'a!ll . To the south, ln!antry pu•hin,· aallt •lon,; W"YM 133,:, 

secured Boton~ a,;ainst stron • opposition. P»trols adviUl~ec n<L-t;ltoaat 

to S3n !;icolas on La!ro 7aal . ()lr forces in the Antipolo area were less 

than one- hal! aile southwest o! the town. 

9 ~rch . Headquart ers , u. S . ~ Forces in the Far East closed 

a t Tacloban, Leyte , and opened in :Ianlla. 

6 
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D!CLASSIFID 
OSD Letter, b-S-78 

5 l'.arch . Seven B-29's hit 17alroyama and Jlagoya . 

6 !.larch. Six B-29 ' • bombed Shizuoka . 

7 !.larch. Sin,;le B-29 • s hit Okayama, Koc.l1i, and O>ura . 

10 !.larch. In a night attack, 285 l~arianss-basad B-29•s , each 

one carr.ting approximately !'our and one- half t ons of bombs, the bulk 

of which were incendiary, attacked the ur ban area of Tokyo . Nine 

additi onal very heavy banbers attacked other targets . After the 

attack fires vmre visible 150 miles f r om t he targe t . 'J'\To planes 

wero lost . 

1 





EAST&Rll FRCJr!T 

9 !.larch. In the Dan• is pocket, Stolp was captured and the 

Soviets advaneed to within aeven JOil.es ot Danzig . South of Stettin, 

the Red A--my =de limited caine toward the Oder . 

8 
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7 ~larch. One thou•and thirt.y-!'1, .. :W heavy '>a:'.bers att:.ckod 

Dessau and oU re!in~ries near Heide and at llarburg. Thirty-seven 

planes were loot . Seventy- four L:oequi~oes r•idod llerlin . Twenty 

R.I.." heavy bor:bers ~tined •he water• off ~e Bal~ic coast and attacked 

ene=l)' shippi..,.; in til<! Skaserral< md Katte~at . 

rorty-!cur heavy IU.d ...edi.wl bo. >,ers ot tho lS't!l :o.1r Force , 1r. a 

night attock, hit r a lls in northerr. !taly. 

8 JJarch . ~Uyn-ds 1n northorn Italy nnd northwester n llungCU"'J 

and a loeo~otive depot 1n nor~ern ¥uGoslav1n were attacked by $$3 

escorted benvy boonber• of the l$th Air force . 'l'Wo planes are aassln!J . 

Fre111:>1nary reports shO'lr that 1 , 260 eseort.ed 6th Air Force heavy 

bmbers attacked oil and tra.'1sportat1on targets in the Ruhr . One 

bomber was loet ann two fighters are missing . 

1 
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7 Barch. In the 2L hour~< to sunset, the T:.cticnl Air Forcoe , 

reatrictod by weather, n ew JOS eorliee . ~'wo~ps wore nown over 

we lost one . 

During the L6-hcur period ending at ~neot, t hree rockets roll 

areas . Thirty- six bOOlbs w•ro <le&troyed t y antinircr:.rt fire . 

8 l!!ttch . By 060V, lL rocket incidents had be•n reported 111 

i:Z\chnd . 

Cl.llladinn n nd 1\nvJrican troops att~cking the Gen lllll brl<l:;ehead 

west of l'lesel made li:rlted ains o.gainst strol'l.;l resist:Al.ce . 

The First Arley extended our :?e=;;en bridgehead to a depth of 

two miles , on n four-mile f ront . Iofantry wno e xpanding the southe rn 

nanl< of the corridor to R"""':en . 'le ha""' penetrated intc the 

northern sec tion ot Bonn and reached the flhine north of the ~""" · 

Still other units were closinG in on the flhinc north 11nd south of 

BcM. 

CX. the Third Arrll:r trent an amored thruat waa two mllos rrcm 

the Rhino at tleuwiod and within four miles of Koblonz . Another 

&r~~~ored spearhead parallel~ t.he thruat towards ICoblenz and sll~htly 

tc the north gained lS lliles cbriq; the da.y. Additional advances of 

from threo to four miles ...,,.. mnde north of Trier . 

2 



DECLASSIPI:£1) 
OSD Lottor, 5-S- 72 

7 !!arch. In t he 24 hours to 1aoo, the Tactical Air ~ orce 

fl~ core than 1, 000 sorties . Despite bad weather, over 100 

• medium boobers attacked rail target.. alone the Brenner Route 

.. 
• 

and in the Po Valley. Li&hter plane• hit rlideopread tareeto in 

northern Italy, southern Austria 'l.~d Yut;osbvia . Se•rcn planes 

aro missin~. The CO«stal and BalJ.-.an Air Forces reported ?~ 

sorties ag~inst rail lines in norWlYrest It<Uy , Adriatic shippine, 

and target~ on the coast of Yugoslavls . 

8 l-"'t'ch. There r1as no substantial chant:e 011 the !tali= 

battle front • 
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S !.:arch. The Eaotorn Air Co11r:UU1d reported a totlll of ? 
1
!))6 

sort.ieo of whioh 71~6 wero ofl'on•ivl! . '-4:hty- .!''>l.r heavy bn:bers 

att.acked docks and rail;Mrdo nt Bnn,.l:ok with more than 200 tous . 

•l.t:ht.ors "'ept road.. , nw'lf pos1tirlls an~ :r.lpplj' Cul'lps in nr.d 

dumps ir. t!m :£sipaw !Ire a or ·I tl.t-oc .. • • central ilur&.. 

The lLth .Ur force reJ•Orted moro than !)O ~ortios a,.o.il•st uil 

tart~ets in central ChiruL and north to roiping . 

7 lia.rch. Chinese troopo occuriod I;ev: L."IShio at;nL'1Ct •.eQtior 

opposition. To the wo.t , loe:ll coins ""re :.nc!e by other Chir.o•e 

units northeast and nortt.,.,st ot lisipmr. ~t o~ the Irr.,wndcll•, 

Dl"itish units pus.'ir.i! acuth were lJ miles north of o..andal.a.y . 
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OSD Letter, 6-8-72 

were a;;al.rult. targets 1rl '.he Solomens Md Bi,.,..,.,~<s . One hur.Jred 

and twenty-e.ght. 11Uht. bombers support.ad our grouno forces on 

luzon . 

7 !larch. !.!ore than 22U sorties wore n""" throu,.hou t the the~ter . 

One tL!lndred and seven l.eavy bo:nbers <lropped 21.7 tons of bonbs on 

are<>s at Zamboant.• • llumrous support vJ.ssions were I:.cwn over Luzon . 

TI>e I Corpu , n.ttacking north alon.; the wast coast of Lu~on , 

cap tured a bridGe aero•• the AriJ'Iiey Hiv~1· , and advanced to a line 

!roc A!"i.'>r;tl¥ tcrnn to 'i'rl.~ l'eaks . ore cOI't'r.ued t o pr obe the foothills 

nortt, froa O.lgdig and Carrorglan. The XI Corps continue.:! •.o :.'ke 

progres~ south of Tiaong and report.ad that resistance lfll• c""'.plet.a:cy 

broken ""at of Fort Stotaenburg . A regilnen tal cmbat tea:> advancing 

east along Balayan Bay pushed to Lemery. 
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6 ..:nreh. Soviet fore"' ocor4J •ub•l.alltW (;p!n. south or 

west, the Red Ar.-;J nas adva::ced to 1fit,,1n ti•;e ~os •f ::.tettin. 
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EUROPE AllD THi!: •ll>DITEI!IlAl':EA.tl - STRATWIC AIR 

6 March . One hundred e:l,;hte~n R.'lF heaV'.f bomber' ~ttaclcod the 

Snlzbergen oU refinery; one bomber was lost . Thirty-nine !.!osq~ito 

bombers hit Wesel , a~ tempting ~o oostroy any Jerman troops trhich 

may havo succ•eded in escaping across the ~ine . Cine plane was 

lost . One hundred ninety-<:>ne llAf helvy bo:ober• at~ci:ed ohipyards 

at Sassnitz . That nJ.cht , the att3cl: on '.~csel was continued by over 

1$0 heavy llJ1d medium bcobers . Thirt:r-eight ~!osquitoes contlnued 

to harass Berlin. 

7 l'arc:t . According to a preliminary report , about 620 esc~r ted 

heavy bo:nbers of the Oth Air Force att•cl<ed industrial and rail 

targets in the fuhr and northwestern Germany, 

l$th Air Force bomber operations were cancelled by weather . 

1 
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6 !.!arch. Durint: the 2h -hour period endinG at sur.set, the 

Tactical Air Forces new 6$2 sorties . Des pit~ ndverse weather , 

saoe 300 l'led1um b0r.1bers hit rails, tcmns nnd supply arsM east 

or the Hhine . Other pl anes nm• support missions and attacked 

rocket-launching sites in Holland . One enemy plane was shot dor.n; 

four of our planes are missing . 

7 l!arch. In the 2L hours to 0600 , eic;ht fi:;int: bombs were 

plotted approaching En,qland rut only t •to incidents were reported. 

Three were shot dcmn by fiGhters and anthircraft fire . D.lring this 

saoe period thirteen rock~ts fell L~ the Essex and London area . 

Canadian patrols crossed the 17nal at Tiel and reported no contact 

with the enOl!IY. Units of the First Canndian Army and the US XVI Corps , 

of our r;inth AroTy, scored gains of some two miles against heavy 

opposition in the reduction of the Geman briclj;ehead west of ;•;esel . 

On the First Al"ll\Y f r ont , infantry and ar:nor of the VII Corps , 

in some sections f i ghting f rom house to house , coopleted the reduction 

of Cologne except !or a small portion in the southeastern section of 

the city. ITe are two miles frQll BaM, and betlfeen Bonn nod Col ogne 

have driven to within five miles of the river , Farther to the south, 

an annored thrust, advanc ing 12 miles , was three r.~iles from Remagen. 

Other elements of the First Arr.l:f regis tared gains up to ten miles along 

a 30-mile front, south of Euskirohen . On the Third Ar1J1Y front tho VIII 

co,s advanced approxilllntely two miles tm•ards the east along its front 



• 

tiiCLASSIYID 
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of 20 tdles . The art:10rcd spearhead of the XII Corps dri ving towartl:J 

Koblenz , 0 ained an ad iitional six nllos G<:•1nst scattered resistance 

and 3ccordin,~ to cOCill.ll\ique of 8 llarch !vul reach~d the Ehine • n the 

area of ,:oblonz . Other units of the Xli Corp• rus'led ahead froa 

two to t!lre milu alo"6 a lO-cdlo front north of Trier . An infil­

tration into our lines somo ten mllos south oJ.' Trier was being 

mopped up • 

On th<> Seventh A:r'ey front .,,., adjusted our lines r.orthelle~ or 

Forbach. 

8 Utu-ch . Last ni,;ht, Fir st ~ troop~ captured intact the 

rail nay bridge over tho Rhino at !mlnr,en . 17e arc rushing troops 

to secure an adequate bri<Jeehead . 
I 
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1Ur Force now more th..1.n 1 , 200 sort.iez . 1'odlum ho;:1bars 3ttrac!':et.l 

sorties attac!-:ud tt:'\O:,Y 1nstallat.1cn• 1J :.crtn,..rr. It.nly ~nd lu,eosl~v.i.a . 

gains aouthwost of Vort.('lto . There Wll"' no chnn. e on the ~~ht~ 

t.rcy fro:1t , 

L 
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ASIATIC TH::ATER 

DI CI.ASSIJ'ID 
OlD Letter, 6-S-78 

2 ll.lrch . llth Air Fore~ new 28 previously unreported scr~1es 

1nclud~ an a~teck by ten !J.ih~ers en Tourar.e airdre&e 1n Indo-China . 

Ten parked planes Ytero destroyed. 

6 U&reh. Twenty-seven offensive •orties wer~ flown oe•1nst 

comrunieationa throuo;h een~ral China . One fij:hter lmS lost . 

Chineae troops moving south O<:cupied Old Lnshio and th• airstrip 

without oppooition. 17eat of Lnshio , other ·chinese units r.toving south 

or I>L-,t.u were reparted to be 20 r.tiles rr .... iisi:>&• · 3ritish units have 

111:1® llUbstM~ial progres~ east of tho IrraTTadct,y; forwt\rd elements have 

reached a paint 1) cUes norUa of J.!.md3183' , Other British units 

continued to expand the brid~head Across the lr1·awadd,y south of 

s 
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DJ:C!.ASSI7IED 
OBD Lotter, ~-8-78 

L !.larch. """'n: 12? previrusly unreported •ortie. , L3 li,:ht 

tanker near hainan Idand. 

$ l/arch . !lore than 26o •ort:!.cs Tlt'r< fimm by Southwest Pacl 'ic 

llircraft inolu ding D.l.z>cs t lOJ 17; Sol o:JCna-based aircraft , One hunurec! 

twenty· ti\•e pl:utes continued to attack Luzon targets . Patr ol b=l><lr• 

sank & t!eatruye!' off ,{ninan l•lnml an aho• dmm two er.cey pla.r.es . 

6 lla.rch . Tiro hundred thirty- four ·orties lMT'.l ~a;:orte;! . :.c~i= 

t...,lve planes on the ground ant! shootin:' 'own five otherc . Five 

bo::.ber" were lost . ln the PhUippinec , • .ntirolo wao boo bed by <>7 

""eorted hen-r,; bombers , and 32 heav;,· anrl 12 r..ediun bD:llbars attacked 

t.rr.,..t :.. at Za boan,;a. ;;earch planes at• •cked ohipp!ng ii .;:\''Ul;:,ou 

Archipelago and northeAst of Borneo. Two ves·elc wore liUnk . 

Our I ::crps troops on Lu~on were ,..et.ing stu born rerict.anee on 

the Villa Verde Trail; local gains were r.~&de north of L."•ican . West 

of Fort Stotaenburg W" were continuing to reduce on~ po31tione in 

the Za::lbal<>s . A reair.lental co=ba t ten:a of the XIV Corps was two 

lllil.es east o/ llalayan in southwest Batangas; patrols retlchod Calat.a,;an 

without contact . 

6 



DICLASSI11D 
OlD Letter, 0-8-71 



DEOLASSIPIID 
CSD Letter, ~-8-72 

7 Yarch. '!'he [i4d .\my cor.tinued its adv:L1Ce on 11 broad 

n-o!'lt towards Danzia and eli. ilutoJ a ueman pocl<e• so..th o! >O!g:u-d. 

In Czecho~lovakia, the Soviots mnrlo further gnins ~outhwost of 

Zvolen. 

7 
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EUROPE AND THE !JEDITEl!!\ANMII - §T!lAT!iiGIC AIR 

4 lla.rch . During the ni&ht, It4llan based heavy and madium bombers 

dropped 116 tons of bo<lbs on tha rallya.rds at C&sarsa . 

5 lla.rch . J. benzol plant at Galeenkirchen was bO!i:bed by 16J 1\J.F 

heavy ba.bers . That night, 711 additional RAP boclbers attacked the 

to'lltl o! Chelllilitz, and 248 hit an oil plant at Bohlen. Forty-three 

l.:osquito bombers escor ted these attacks and made widespread mids ovor 

targets in Germarv; seventy othera bombed Berl in . Forty- two banbers 

are cl.esing. 

Heavy b=bers of the 15th Air Force dropped 125 ton.! on railyards 

«r at Craz that night. Two ba.bers ..,ra lost . -
6 !larch. J.ll 8th and 15th llr Force atretegic ope.-tiona "ra 

cancelled due to bad weather . 

l 
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0'-CI.ASStl'n:D 
OSD LO\\Or, 6-8-78 

5 ~h. Duri.ng tho 2441our period ending a t ounaet, the Tac tical 

Ur For ces tll'lf more than 2, 200 sorties; l"'il)'lll'ds aouth o! the Ruhr 

were attacked 'llith 1, )28 t ans of bCIIIIbs . Rocket-launching sites i n Holland 

were also boCibed. One eM"'l' aircraft wu shot down; ..., lost !our planes . 

During the 48-hour period ending at 0600, tliO rockets ancl five flying 

bcmbs !ell in AntW8rp . Six rockets a.'>d 58 flying bombs fell in Marlr.r 

areas; BJ other flYing banbs ...,re destroyed by antiaircra!t fire . 

During tho 24-hour period ending at 0600, of ten flying bo:nbs plot ted 

approaching England, f ive oade landfall and four o! these reached the 

London area; ei.x rockets fell in the Essex and London llreas . 

Units o! the First Canad.isn ~ and the US XVI Corps, of our Ninth 

J.ral¥ , were driving towards tne Rhine betW8en Oberhaus en and a point a bout 

ton miles northwest of \'lose!; this is the only str etch of the river 

between the !iij..,gen area and Cologne 'llhich has not been reached by 

Allied t roops . The US Xlli and XII Corps wore reducing pockets of 

resistance, west of the Rhine, between Oberhausen and Dusseldorf . 

First Arlf¥ troops occupied the W8st bank of the Rhine between 

Dussel dorf and Cologne oxcept for a small aroa immedistely north or 

Cologne . 

According to I cocmuniquo or 7 ~rch, Cologne has been captured 

except for isolated roaistance in the sou thorn part of the city. The 

III Corps advanced appraxiJ:iately nine mllea eut of Euakirchen alcmg a 

15-ile front, with fonmrd elements throe miles from BoM . On our 

Third l.nly front we pushed ahead along a JO-<Ule front between Schleiden 

and Trier for average gains o! three miles but an anoored thrust gained 
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DECLASS IPIXD 
OSD Letter, 6-3- 72 

& D".rud..illum of ll c11les through tho Eil'el towards Kobleoz. A 1a te 

com.'IIW\ique repor ts this colW!tl w1 thin 20 miles of the Rhi ne . Despite 

counterattacks, north and south of Trior we pushed ahead on a lQ~le 

frmt north of the town , 

()! the Sevont.'l Arr:Jy front, wo hove cocpleted the reduction or 

Forbtch and consolidated positions southeast or Saarbrueckon, 
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Dl!CLASSTPIJDI 
OSD Lotte~, &-8-72 

5 !!Arch. In the 24 hours to 1800, the Tactical Air Fo~u new 

688 sorties . llediWII bOI:Ibera were groWlded by weather, but fighters 

and fighter-bombers at~acked communications in norther n Italy, Austria, 

and in northern Yuaoslavia . We lost el.x planos . The Coastal and 

Balkan .ur Forces reported 105 sor ties &~o:&inst rail installa tiona in 

nortlnmstern Italy and bridges and highway tr&!fic 1o Yuaoslavia . 

On t.'1e Fitt!l Army trent, Brasililln and US countein troope eon-

tinuing t!leir attack north of Pistoia captured several additional 

moWltain positions and villages elong a six-milo front. There was no 

change on the &icht h Arm;f front . 

4 
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ASIATIC THElTEJ! 

lliCLA~U'7ID 
6BD Lette~, 6-8-78 

4 Uarch . The Eastern Air Command flew more than 2, 500 sorties, or 

which about one-fifth were offensive against enemy position• and Japaneoe 

e011111\1J\icat1ons 1n central an<! northern 1Jurme and 1n support of our ground 

!oreos tl>roughout the thea tar . r..o ene:zy planes W!lre shot down; we loet 

three . 

4 !AOreh. Three bea.y boabers or the ll,th Ur !'arce attaclcod sh1pp1ns 

1n the South ChL'I& Sea and the Cult or Tcngking . A lone ~ J:lined the 

Yanstze River . 

i._March , Al:long forty-six ortenaive sorties flown by the 11. th Air 

Force wao an at tack by 28 !l-.25 ' a again at bridges aroW'Id Hanoi. Other 

aircraft hit rail linea. ()Je fighter and one e1edium bcmber wuro lost . 

5 ~ch. Chinese troops, advancing south, were within eight miles or 

Lashio. British units atteapting to expand the bridgehead southeast o! 

Sin&U .,..,.. encountering opposition, but along the east bank or the Irra­

wacldJ other lllied troops were reported to be within 20 lliles o! ~lay. 

A Japaneoe attack ....., repulsed north or Sagaing; east o! Jq1nmu the ene~ 

succeeded in reoccupying a vUlage 1n the bridgehead. l!eiktila baa been 

occupied and patrol& entered Tbazi without opposition. An attack was 

ropulaed nor theast o! Chaul< . 

.s 
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SOU'I'H'.\EST PAC!FIC TIJElTER 

4 J.lareh, !.:ore than 140 sortie a were ncrom in the South,.• ~ Pac 1f1c 

Area . J;avy fi&hters ettackecl defense positions on Panay and !U.ndanao, 

and supported 1111errUl.a forces near the city o! Cebu. Z&mboa.np was 

bombed by 24 heavy bombers and others on pa~ol attacked shipping in the 

China Sea) one noatplane was des~oyed . 

5 !hlrch, At least 190 sortles were reported against ene=y targets 

throughout the thea t.ar in addi Uon to sweeps by :editllll b0111bers and 

fighters over For::aoea and along tho Asia tic coast i'rool ea.:. R&nh Bl>y to 

Fomoea Strait. The ~5'• sank seven coastal vessels and damaged eight 

others while fighters destroy&J warehoueeo, hit rail and roed traffic 

and shot down one •ne!lll' bomber . !:inety-nine heavy boobers attacked t roop 

concentrations and gun positions behind the Yamashita line north of 

Antipolo. Other B-241 s drop~ 100 tons in the !lavao area . 

On Luzon, the I Corpa pushing north of :losario, advanced to a line 

running from Santo Tomas on the Lingay.n Q1lf to J.:awaswas, eoven miJ.os 

to the east . The XI Corps roported that orgnnized resistance in the 

Fort Stotaonburg aroa ..as ccnfinod to a strong pocket some three miles 

- •t of tho fort. On Leyta, our foreoa weno =eating stronc local rosiB ­

tance nur Abijao. Only llinor contacts were reported on Palawan. 

6 
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PACIFIC (X;!WI IJlE,O, 

3 !.'.arch, A l one B-"9 raided Kobe during the night . 

4 March . Eight B-.29 ' e bombed an industrial plant at Nagoya . 

Three squadrone of 7th A1r Force B--24 ' • bcxnbed Chichi Jl.ma. 

5 March . Japanese positi ons in t he Pelaus nre attacked by 40 

Navy planes . Eleven heavy banbers continued to harass Chichi Jl.ma . 

7 
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DECLA8811tJ!I 
6oD Lollor, &-8-71 

6 IAarch , In Poceran i.a, Soviets widened their hold on the BaUic 

coa5t to mon~ than 70 miles and eaptur.cl the cit;y of Caom.ln, north or 

St.ettin. The Red Amy b:ls taken tho encircled city of Belgard; Crandenz 

also has !allen. 

8 
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EUOOP<; A:ID Til!:: liEDITERiWiEAll - STRATEGIC AIR 

.3 IA!Irch . ItaliAn-based heavy and medium bort"ers dropped l.LO 

tans of bomhs on oil storage instullo.tlon~ in northeastern Italy 

and tho llavlll. dockyard at Pol.a . 

L '!arch . RAi' escorted heo.vy bel<; era drop!"'d 61.7 tons c:1 a rail 

yard at ;tanne-Zickel . Tbst night )0 ~ osqu i toeo attacked ~er:1n , 2) 

others raided uscn , and ten struck drecon shipyards Md four other 

coo.stal. towns . 

S !larch. First reports state that more than 400 escorted heavy 

bombers or the 8th Air Force attacked a r ail.yard at Chemnitz, and an 

oil refinery in the Hamburg area . f'our banbf!r o and e ieht fighter a 

. eather grounded 15th Air Force heavy boMber• · 

1 



BUROPEAII THEATER 

DtCLASSUIQ 
US~ Lutt&r, 5-8-71 

L Uarch. !leather limited the Tactical Air Forces to over 800 

sorties . Ucdium bombers dropped 275 tons on railyard• and cOJm:JJnication 

centers in the lluhr and Cologne areas . Six enemy planes were destroyed; 

we lost five . 

5 March. ~ l20u hours , troops of tho First Canadian Army had 

msde advances up to three miles alon.; a front running from lssum to 

the Rhine . 

Units of our Ninth Armj·, advancing about sever. miles, had cl•nred 

the entire west hank or the »tina betTrecn wsseldorf and Obethausen and 

were rapicD.y approaching the r iver between Oberhausen and Wesel . All 

Rhine bridges on the llinth Army front have been des troyed. 

01 tho US First Army front, the VII Corps registered gains up to five 

miles to-nards the l'O>ine between Cologne and wsseldorf despite a Oerman 

counterattack supported by annor north of Cologne . The infantry has 

reached the outskirts o! Cologne and according to a communique annorcd 

units have penetrated into the city. To the south, we pushed forward 

an average of three miles along a 30-mile front. 

The Third Aroy moved ahead sme !our miles against resistance which 

varied from light to heavy along a 35-mile front between Schleiden and 

Trier. 

Seventh l.rnry troops oade local progress southwest of Saarbruecken, 

•ecuring Forbech . 



lCIASfl1 1D 
D Lettbr, ~-a-?a 

L Uarch.. Tho Tactical f1.ir force nn :r.o~ tt!ln .!. ,~ 5ortie• . 

:.lodium bo:ouers CIJiltinued at hcks on brid>es of the Brenner !.ir.e 1111d 

caused oxplo3lona in ra''.i"•r<b and docks in th• l'riestc -.rea . Fit•hters 

ine ono roil br idt;e . Othors supporte.J ground !"o•·ces in the Fifth 

f.rlr.;f 3rea. Br:tzil ian-viloted alrcran exploded an =uni tior. dL:op 

aouUno •t of .erona . Coastal Air rorce planes attacked t!U"~ets in 

nor theantem and northwestern Italy. Six planes are miasi.ne . 

li:Y mid- 'l!'terr.oon, ilS IIOU::tai:'l troot>S had •cored gai:ls ur to twu 

mileo and captured several mountain positions woat of the l'istoia-

Solot~M highway . There was no cllange on the British ~hth :..r:,y front • 

• 
J 
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ASIATIC Tf!EATER 

DECLASSZTI'D 
OSD Lot ter, 5-8-72 

2 llarch. The Eastern Air Co!lllland flew over 2, 700 sorties , of 

which 61$ were offensive . Heavy banbers attacked railyard.s northeast 

of Bangkok. ltediUlll bombers and f ighter s carr ied out widespread attacks 

on enemy positions, oil storage and supply areas , and communications 

throughout central lbrma . 

3 !.!arch. A.'llong nino additional sorties fl<mn by the l l.th Air 

Force , four B- 2L • a hit shipping in Tongking Culf and tho South China 

Sea. 

Among more than 2, 1.00 Eastern Air Coomand sorties , 557 were offensive . 

RAF Liberators dropped 1$6 tons on rail workshops at Bangkok , three 

others mined Bangkok River and 12 bombed r ail bridges on the Buma-sism 

line. 

!.tedium bombers and fighters flew ground support around l!andalay­

Thazi and Lashio- Hsi palv areas . One plalle is missing. 

I. !.!arch. British Arcly units continued to advance southeast of Sineu 

and repulsed a counterattack north of Sagaing. Allied patrols have 

established contact with the enemy some 15 miles east of J.!eiktila. 

I . 
l - 26 February. The Air Transport Coamand carried 40, 677 tons over 

" The li.lmp" during February. 

The first convoy to travel the Ledo- Buma Road left Ledo on 12 Jan­

uary l9L$ and reached Kunming, China, h February 19h$. By 20 Febryncy 
I 

.. 
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.!} convoys had passed over tha Lode-~ !IDa{ _ Included in these convoys 

ware the following : 1, 419 vehicles (all types) , 426 li-ton trailers, 

7l :-ton trallere , 179 l.!isc . trailers, 1 Battery lOS..,., guns , l Battery 

75..,., r,une , l Battery 37-cm guns, 2,011 personnel (567 US and l,W 

Chinoee) , LL2 tone POL, 259 tons ammunition and 1,053 tons other cargo , 

4-A 
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SOUTII'IEST PACIFIC TIIUTLR 

lliCLA88%7ID 
OSD Lotter, 6-8-72 

3 Karch , Among 190 previously unreported sorties, 125 were 

nown againat targets in tha Solooons and 31s=arcks. On~ ene:.,y 

pane was ehot down . 

L ::arch. Prell:Unary reports show that enft"')' tar.:ets ~r• hit 

· • thrOUGhout the theater by Southwest Paci!ic aircraft . Thirty- three 

B- 21. • s bocbed air installations and supply du::ps in the Sulu area . 

other pl.rulos supported our ground operntions on Luzon. 

J lo!'lreh . Quo troops on Ticao and ~ias X. lands, in the Sibuyan 

Sea, report no opposition. On Palawan, we repulsed a small coun~r­

attack northeast of lra.'lua!li a ootori::ed patrol reached v'lugan o.y 

on the China Sea coast without contact . 

L !larch. liJ.-nts of the I Corps secured high ground four miles 

northeast or Rosario and made a snall gain on the Villa Verde Trail 

against stro~ oppoaitl.on. lltaistanco 1n ~anile has been reduced t o 

a !ow snipers who were being rapidly elilllinated. East and northeast 

ot the city, strong patrols of the XIV Corps probed eneii!Y clefensu 1n 

the Antipolo and lolontalban area. . South of Laguna de 8lzy, patrols 

pushed to within two lliles of Santo ':'cus. lk>rt.'lwest of Fort Stotsenburtl, 

roconnaiuance troops of the XI Corpa advanc ing 'tl'est effocted a Junction 

at Tiaong with other units of the Corpe moving eaat aver tha Zaoboles 

s 
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DtOLAUIFII! 
oD Lotter , ~-S-?1 

PAC!l'lC CX:E.\ll AJll:A 

2 U&rch. One B-29 attuokol.l llngoya l.n JllpM and anothar hit 

01c1na- in the !cyuk;yus • 

4 :larch. US air attacks against isolAted Japanese pca1t1ons 

1.n the Palaus oontinusd; ?le loot two planeo. 

Our forces l.n tho ~1anas continu~d ~~;in~ up operations on 

lll.a.'!l, Saipan, !in !an and l.n the Pnl.Aus . 

6 
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EASTERN FROIIT 

DECLASSIFW 
OSD Lotter, 6-3- 72 

5 !.larch . In Pooerania, the Red Army advanced over ten miles 

towards Stettin, capturing the important comunications centers 

ot Stargard and llaugard . 
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DK< W.SSUUI! 
950 Letter, 6-3-?a 

EU!!OPE AliD THE 11EDITERI<A1:3Ail - STRATEGIC AIR 

.3 Warch . Two hundred twenty-two heavy b<Ebors of the RAY 
attacked tho synthetic oil plant at Kamen and 212 others bombed 
Ladbergen on the Dortz:nuld-Ehll Canal . Fifty-<)ight llosquitoes hit 
Berlin and .31 attacked Wuerzburg . Twenty-one heavy bOI'\ber s 111ined 
the Kattegat a nd Oslo lillrbor . Nineteen banbero were lost . 

4 March. or l ,08S eacorted heavy bcmbers dispatched by the 
6th Air Force, all but about 1.8o were forced to abandon operations 
bocau.se of adverse routa weather. Targets tor the r...ainder in-
eluded annored vehicles and jet aircrlli't plant s at tn.m and oho.,hero 
in southwestern Gemaey. Three banbers and three .fighters are miesing . 

llore thAn 700 heavy bot>bers or the lSth Air Force attacked rail-
yards in eastarn Au a trio. nnd western Hungary and YugoDlnvia . Six 
bombers and two f~ters are missing . 
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EUROPEIJI THEATER 

DICLASSIJIQ 
OSD lottor , ti-8-78 

) Uarch. The Tactical Air Forces new 4,1)0 sorties . 1'1'1de -

spread attacks were made by medium bomber~ and fightero on brid(:es , 

rocket sites, conmmi cation centers, depots and motor transpcrt 

concentration• on bot h s i des o! tho lhine . One enell\)' plane wss 

shot down; wa lost ten . 

In the 24- hour period en dine at 06oo, one rocket and one flying 

bomb fell in Antwerp, and two rockets and 1) fiying ba:lbs fell in 

adjacent areas . Antiaircraf t destroyed eight other flying bombs . 

4 l.larch . Ihring the 24 hours to 06oo, five rockets fell in 

England. Five flying b01:1bs were plotted approaching England, of 

which three made landfall and one reached the London area . 

In the early morning hours, about 70 cnecy aircraft attacked 

eastern England, operating mainly over coastal areas from Northumberland 

to the Thames Estuary. This is the first attack Clade by ene"'Y aircraft 

on England since the night of 27 June 1944. 

By noon J contact waa established between canadian troops and 

' el ements of our liint h A:ratif at Geldern and Issum. Limited advances 

were made by British troops along a line running generally northwest 

fro" Gel dem to the Rhine . 

The US Ninth A:rrrt:f, continuing to drive ahead in a northeasterly 

direction towards Duisburg and Ylesel , registered gains up to eight 

mUes . Leading element. were within three miles of tho Rhine opposite 

2 



DF."llGSil'lD 
. ,.~ ' tt ,.. L-8- 71 

Duisburg, and another force was ten mile• from Wesel. To the south , 

we hold the west bank of the Rhine f r om Dusseldor f to tha river bend 

east of Krefeld. 

Units of the First Arley advanced seven miles against light 

resistance to reach the Rhine midway between Cologne and Dusseldorf. 

Smaller gains brought our infant ry within three miles or Cologne 

and to the Rhine , southeast of lleuss . Other units pushed ahead three 

miles toward Bonn. Additional gairul Ttere made to the west of Euskil·chen 

and southwest of the city. 

Our Third Arley advanced an average of tlro miles along i t s 20-rtile 

front to the north and south of Pruem. Infantry units pushed ahead 

two miles after cr os sing t he Kyll River, north of Tr ier . Counterattacks 

north and south of Trier were repulsed. 

The US Seventh Arley launched a limited objective attack along an 

eight-mile front south of Saarbruecken and made gains up to a mile 

against heavy resistance . 

3 
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ObD Lotter, 5- S-71 

2 March . Seventy-two hea"7 and i08d.1wl bombers, 1n a night 

attack, hit tho Verona raUyard. CA1e heavy bomber 1e miesing • 

J !.:arch. The Tactic&J. Air Force fin 1 , 1.12 sorties. !Jedium 

bOr.>bars at tacked r ail bridges on tho BreMer and other lines 1n 

northern Ital,y and raily&rds near Treviso. Fighters hit tranaport&tiCll'l 

1n northern Italy and Auatrie o.nd attacked rupport targets 1n the 

batUe area. Coastal and Balkan .ur Force planes, limited by 

weather to $2 sorties , attacked targets in northeaeten1 Italy 

and Yugoslavia. Two enemy p~o.nea were shot down ; we lost eight . 

~ tbe 21.-hour period en~ at l$00, ClOWlt.ain troops ot 

our IV Corps advanced en additional two milos nor th or Pistoia, 

taking several villa&eo and countain positions. There were no 

significant chan&es ela.-.hera alone the northern Italian batUetront. 

h 
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ASIATIC THEATER 

DJ:OLASSrPn:D 
OSD Letter, 6-8- 78 

2 Llareh . Five B-24 ' • of the 14th Air For ee hit shipping in 

the Oulf of Tongking; one vessel was sunk . 

3 l!arch . The 14th Air Foree new 17 offensive sorties against 

rail targets in northern Indo- China . 

Chinese troops , advancing to the south , were encountering only 

light opposition ten miles north of Lashio . The Allied bri dgeheads 

soutn of v.y1rwu were extended and consolideted despite an eneey 

attack. Local gains ware also reported east and southwest of 

Pakokku. 

4 Uareh. According to preliminary reports, 12 B- 29' s of the XX 

Bomber C011mend were airborne to min.e the Yangt ze River . 



L INEAIO·-··· ­
L I NE U 0' 3 NA. --

t 



SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA 

D!:CLA86IJID 
~SD Lot ter, 6-8-78 

1-2 llarch . t.mong )82 previously unreported sorties , 77 were 

qainst Solcc:OJU targets and 170 were in eupport ot our opera tiona 

on Luzon . Fifteen B-2L 'e nttaoked Formosa. 

J !.!arch. !.!ore tharo 320 sortiee were tlcnm during the day. Five 
squadrons of B- 24 1e attacked harbor shipping in northern Formooa and 
32 B-2l' a struck airdrcc:es in the Tainan area . Addi tiona! heavy 

bombers dropped 64 tono ot ns~ bcmbs on Bomeo bivouacs and aupply 
ducps . !.tore t.haJl 120 planes supportad operations on Lu~on . An 

ene::zy' vee sol was eunk ott tne east Chins coast and another off Borneo . 
Two eneJ:lY planes were shot d01m; ,.. lost one . 

On Luson, I Corps tr«>ps occupied t01ms north of Sapinit and 

Puncan and continued to attack podtions tour miles west or ll&ugan 

along the Villa Verde Trail . In llanila, additional Japanese pocketa 
were Teducod. East of the city, eleaente of the XIV Corpa occupied 
hill poaitions about a mile southweat o! Antipolo . To the north, 

oOWit.el'attacks qainst our forcee east or l.tontalban were repulsed 

with heavy enemy caeualtiee. lfe heve seized Temate near the southern 
entrance to lolanlla !lay against disorganized r esiotance. Troops o! 

the XI Corps patrolled extensively throu&hout Bataan and the =untainoue 
areaa to the north. 

6 .. - - - . 
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O!CL~SSI1ID 

,l ... _. t."" tor , 5-S-7• 

PACIFIC CCEAII AREA 

1 March . ArJw B-24 1s attacked !!aha Jima and Chichi Jillla . 

Other Pac ific Ocean Area planes raided \Vake and the IJarshalls • 

2 !.larch. Nine B-2h ' s attacked Chichi Jima . l!ore than 7!5 

Navy fighters continued to harass Wake and the Uarshalls . 

J Uarch. J:Mr ing the 24-hour period ending at 0600, !57 aircraft 

attacked the Palaus . We lost one plane . 

4 llarch. According to preliminary report froo XXI Bor:tber 

Comand, 181 B-29' s attacked targets on Honshu, Japan. lline hit 

the Nakajima aircraft engine plant in Tokyo, 1!54 attacked the 

urban industrial area of the city and lll bombed !lamamatsu ( south­

east of Nagc,ya) ns a target of last resort . 

7 
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EA.STEilll F!DlT 

ll!!CLAS8I7ID 
~~D Lottor, 6-8-78 

I. llarch. Soviet torcea in Eaat Pnlesi.a made ooinor gains . 
In Pomerania, two Red Arley Oroups advanced on a 100-mile tront, 
capturJ.na Koeslin a nd cutting through to tho Baltic on a wid& 

aector. llorthwest ot Clraudsn~, the Soviets ms.da minor gains TthUe 
!J.ehtina continued in the city itself. Soviet and ~ian forces 
lll&de l:IAited advances toward Zvolan in Slovald.a againat str<>ng 
resistance . 

8 
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CICLASSt?ld 
oao ~··••r. 6-8-71 

2 ll&rch . Six hunch-ed seventy-six RAF escorted heavy bonber s 

attacked the approaches to the Jbine br1d,1es at Cologne . Nine baebera 

were lost . That night 66 Uosquito boabers attacked Kassel and 22 

others struck Borlin. Additional RAF planes laid Sl mines in the 

Kiel Canal and tho Skagerrak area . 

Escorted heavy bombera of the l$th Air Force dropped Ju tons of 

$1ppl1es in l'usoalavi.a and in northern Italy. ~ bocber wu lost • 

.3 l&ar<:h . Preliminary reports state that more than 1 1 100 escorted 

heavy bombers ot the 8th Air Force attacked six oil plants, three 

indue trial targets and a bridge in central OenlllllV. TWenty-three 

ellflmy planes ware destroyed; 20 bonbera and 12 i'J.&hters are missing . 

'lhis 1a the twalft.h 1 ,000-plane attack in 1.3 days . 

\'leather grounded l$th Air Force banber s but twenty-three fighters 

strafed rail transportation in northern l'ugoslavia and eastern Austria . 

We lost tw planes . 

1 
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DIROPEAN THEATER 

DlCLASSIPIIII 
p~ Letter, 6-8- 71 

2 March. The Tactical Air l'oreea new nearly S, OOO sortiea. About 

900 1111dium bo=bers atueked cOI:rnlllieations , ordnance depots, alllllunition 

dw:lpa and otJler targets in widespread areas !rom the l\lhr to Alaace . 

Fi&hters 5Wapt both sidea of the lh1ne with beavy attacks on u-.nspor­

t&tion . llore than 1,.)00 tons of bacbs were dropped ch1r1ng these opera-

tiona . Twenty-two eneey planes wore destroyed . VIe lost oii;hteen . 

In the 2L-hrur period to 0600, one rocket and two !l.y1na boalba fell 

in Antwerp, and ten rockets and LO flying bombs !ell in adjacent areas . 

Antiaircraft fire destroyed S2 other tly<JJg boc:lbs . 

.) J.tarch. l)lring the 24 boors to 0600, 14 rockets fell in En&land. 

Flying bomb activity was resu""'d tor the first time since 13-lu January . 

Thirteen n~ b=bs nre plotted approachiJli the 'l'ha!oes estuary; two 

ot those crossed the coast, one reaching Ule London area . Six bombs were 

destroyed by antiaircraft tire . 

8;y 1200 hrurs the Canadian Arm:! had advanced three ..U.e to oerup7 

the bond in t he lhine south of Rees and, drivin& rapidly to the sooth 

to etfect a junction with our llintJI Arr:r:y, had :-.ached Oeldom . 

A spearhead of our Ninth A.rrtr;f thruatin;: towards the Rhine south ot 

\'!oael gained l2 miles . Other elements advancing 11ener ally froiD three 

to tour ..Uu east and wut of Krefald, reached Ule Rhine eaat of 

!Crofeld and c.ptured llUa and Jte=pen . !Cro!eld, t;euea, and Ule area 

in the bend ot tho Rhine west of Jllaaeldorf was being cleared. 

2 
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DICLASSIFID 

080 ~otter , 6-S-72 

On the ~ Firat Arll\)' .l'ront, cw- torceo dr!.ving tmrarcla the RhJ.M 

between Cologne and Dlsaeldort, scored gain= ot traot two t o six and one-

hal! llil•a against heavy reautance. ~ adVlll\ce bet>teen Colosne and 

Bonn registered gaiJls up to tour miles against moderate reaistancs . 

A heavy counterattack was repulsed southwest ot Cologne . Limited gair.a 

110re reported north and south ot Schleiclen. 

On our 'nlird Army trent, Trier was captuN'd and advances or !rom 

two to tour mlles were regiatered along a ten ....no !rent west of the town . 

South ot Pruem we drove llhead six miles . 

There lfllS no substantial change on the Seventh Army trent . Ele..,nts 

ot the French First Ara,y rapulaed an enell\Y patrol attecldng aut ot 

Bi:lchwilJ.er . 



D!CLA88J1tD 
OSD Letter , ~-S-?8 

2 IM.rch . Coastal Air Force planes attacked raU targets and 

barracks 1n northwestern Italy. Weather severely restricted tho 

Ba1kan Air Force operations . l'le lost two planes . 

.3 )larch. !W'~ the 2h-hCIW' period .,~ at 1500, the u.s. 

• IV Corps advanced a ..Ue along a two...Ue front to capture ::onte 

Tenainale, north of Pistoia. 'ltlere nre no other s:4;ni!1co.nt chanctee 

on the north Italian batUe front. 
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l !larch. The Eastern Air Command flew more than 1,80o sorties, 

of which 605 were offensive, against ene~ positions and supply dumps 

in central and southern Bunna. Heavy bombers mined waters off north-

eastern Sumatra and thirty- five medium bombers attacked a railroad 

station east of !.!andalay • 

The 14th Air Foree flew 26 sorties, principall,y over southern 

China . Heavy bomber s attacked shipping in the Gulf of Tong king . 

2 Mt!.rch . British troops extended their Irrawaddy bridgehead 

south of Pagan . The southeastern corner of the Singu bridgehead was 

also enlarged by Allied advances up to two miles . 
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SOUTEWEST PACIFIC AREA 

PIOLASIIPtd 
biD Letter, 6-8-71 

l lluoh. One hundred twenty-rive eortiu were nown against by-

passed JapaneM poaitiona in t he Solo.ons and Bis:oaroks . TwO enelll)" 

noatplanes were destroyed in waters or French Indo-china and another 
aircraft was shot down during an enel!\Y raid on our airfield at ~aldan 
near L1ngayen Oul!. 

2 Ullrch . Prell..minary reports a how that more than l)O sorties were 
nown by Sruthweat Paei!ie airera£t . 1"1-.e squadrons of B-211 •s attacked 
the llatouyama airdrocne on Formosa and destroyed 12 an8l!IY planes. Three 
aquadrona o! heavy bodlars with cedium bombers and fighters attacked • 
!ive additional airdromes on Formosa. We destroyed 37 Japanese plAnes 
du.ring those Formosa strikes . Thirty-six heavy banbers dropped 91 tons 
on Borneo installations. Ground SUpPOrt lliaaions ... re noom east of 
J.l&nila and against cave entrances on Corregidor . Two f're~hter trans-
ports and a coutal veaael nre sunk, and a destroyer and another 
transport le!t afire in the East China Sea and the Formosa area. Two 
anel!IY t~hters were shot dawn; we lost tour a1rcra£t. 

On Lu~on raeonnaiuanee el•ente ot tbe I Corps, patrolling the 
area north or ~aario, have reached Aringay on the Lingayen Cult and 
the Ticinity ot Blguio; only llinor contacts witb tbe e~ have been 
reported. Other I Corps units wars attacking eave positions north o! 

Sapinit and enca1ntaring stubborn raail'tanea tour llil.es west o! llllugan . 
To the southeast, we entered PUn can &&a.inst llinor resistance . Bitter 

6 
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~CLABIUFflll 
OSD Letter, 6-8-72 

tloor to tloor fighting continued in the reduction of Japanese pockets 

in llanlla buildings. Elemento ot the XIV Corps repulsed an attack 

east ot llontslban . Nortlrnat of Fort St.ot.aenburg, we reached lit . Oatu. 

On Pal&wan meager opposition has been 11111t . Only minor contacts aro 

reported on Lubang. 

A cCICI:IUI\ique from Southweat Pacific reports that we have seized 

the Ill.anda of 'l'icao and ~ias in the Sibuyan Sea. 

1 
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EASTER!/ FllOIIT 

DJ:CLA83Il'ID 
OSD Letter, ~-3-72 

3 llarch . In Pocerani.a, Soviet troops continued to expand their 

lleustetti.n salient on a broad front. In Cuchoslovakia, slll&ll gains 

were made by Red ArJri¥ units south Wid east or Zvolen . 

8 
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EUROPE AJID THE MEDITERRANEAN - STRA.TEGIC AIR 

1 1/.arch. Four hundred fifty-eight. RA.F escorted heavy bombers 

attacked Mannheim, and ll.6 others hit. a synthetic oil plant at. 

Kamen . That night 66 l.!osquitoes attacked !lerlin and Eri"urt. . Three 

bomber s are missing . 

2 Llarch. Preliminary reports state that 1,227 escorted heavy 

b<ll:lbers of the 8th Air Force attacked three oil plants and three 

r ailyards in the Magdeburg-Leipzig-Dresden area . Escorting fighters 

shot down 66 enel!IY aircraft and dest royed .36 other • on the gr ound. 

Thirty- two bombers and 16 fighter s are miss ing . 

!.!ore than 570 escorted heavy bombers of tho 15th Air Force 

bombed railyards at Brescia and in the Linz- Vienna area . Four eneJ!IY 

planes W9re destroyed; eight bombers and one fighter are missing . 

1 
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DICLASSIJ'm 
080 Lol l or, &-3-73 

l Jlarch . The Tactical Air Forces n.,., 3,1$8 sort.ioa . t.lftclium 

bomber s concentrated on comnunication centers northwest ot tho Ruhr 

and in t he Col.ogne-Koblenz sector, whUe fighters swept the bettle 

front froa Holland to Alaaco with principal attecka on transportetion 

and supplies . Twnty-tt.r.e enemy plaMe were shot down; "" lost 22. 

lllrin<; the 21.- hcur period ending at 0600, two rocket• and or.e 

ny1ng bomb fell in Antworp and one rocket and 28 rlyillg bolobs tell 

in adjacent areas . Ant1a1roratt destroyed 26 n:r1n4; ballbs . 

2 J.!arch. In the 24 hours t o 0600, U rockets fell in the Suttolk, 

Essex and London are8s , 

During tho 24-hour period ending at noon, the Canadinn ~ gained 

one mile between the lleuao and lliera Rivers against light oppoaition. 

Eaat of tbe lliers, limited gains were made against heavy resistance . 

'l1le Ninth Art>~~ advanced rapidly to reach the Rhine at pointe 

nort.b and s011th of ~£eldort , ReaY)' tigbting was reported in tho 

city of lleaas . We have entered the outsldrts of Krefeld, and, to the 

west, have captured Venlo and advanced six ail.es northeast of the city. 

lsest of Cologne 1 our Firat A.rmy forced another bridgehead across 

th.e Ertt River . On the southern Col ogne plain en a ver age gain or two 

milu was made along a 2$-taUe front , Advances of over a mUe were 

registered east of tho l'rl1811 River . Armored col\Ullls entered Trier 

tr010 t he aoutb and captured a brid&e ovor tbe lolosella River , 

2 
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Near the Gironde eatuaey, French troops advanced two ollea. 

llur1.n& the month of February "" unloaded a totol of 2S8,1US troops, 

~6, 6Jl vehicles, 1, 658,139 tons of supplies and 274 , 456 tens of petroleUII 

pr oruc ts in France . 



DZCLAS8I7ID 
OSD Lettor, 6-S-78 

l llar<:h. The Cout.al and Balkan Air Forees , restricted by 

weat her, n .,., 126 sortie• against targets in nor thwestern Italy 

and Iugoalavi.a and on IIUos . Two planes ,..re lost . 

2 llnreh . The Tactical Ail· For oe Ilyina more than 300 sorties 

bit co.amication lines, supply ~· and gun positions in the Po 

Valley . 

~ patrol act ion and artillery exch&niles ,..re reported on 

the norther n Italian battle front . 
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~·~ t~· , ~r . &-8-71 

28 Februa.ry. The S.at<Jm .l1r Co.and reported 2, 629 sort.i .. , 

of 11bich 678 were offensive. Thirty..,ix heavy boaber s hit an air-

field near Rangoon; S9 ot hers bombed raU installations and br idgu 

nor theast or Bangkok. Thirty- six medium bomber s attacked gun politions 

and supply dumps nenr Mandalay . Othe r pl1111ea supported gr ound troops 

and hit cco:munications in cent ral and southern &ma. Two enemy air-

cr aft were destroyed . 

1 l!areh . The liJth Air Force reported ten tact ical sortiea qainst 

Japane $e concent rations in south China and shipping in the Tongking Oulf. 

On the Arakan coa.at the Br1t1oh crossed t he Dalet Rivor; feu-thor 

t o the south they expanded t he ~-ywa beachhead. 

l/eiktUa hae been surrounded and a British brigade is being air­

landed at Tbabutkon, l) .Ues northweot o! lleiktUa. North and wast o! 

llandalay two-uila aains were made in the lisa= and Singu br idgeheads . 

In northeast & m a , Chinese t roops advanced anothe r three aUea 

towards Laehio . 
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DICLA88l7 f ill 
Oao Letter, 6-3-72 

2$- 27 Febru!l7. Sol01110ns-baaed aircraft new more than 300 

sorties against targe t.s 1n the Biall&rclca and Solcaona. Soa.rch planes 

sanlc •icht coastal vessels and shot down three 41'18111)" planea off the 

China coast and the ~s. 

28 February. Al:long 230 previously unreported sorties about 100 

1111re nown 1n the SolO!Ilons area . Sixty--eicht &-24 ' s bombed Za..,boansa 

and llllvao. Patrol planes sank two smll fre4hters north or Fanoosa . 

1 March. More than 37$ sorties wore flown or which about 200 wore 

in wpport of our ground !orcas on Lu&on . Seventy &-2L'o attacked an 

alUillinlllll plant at Talcao; thirty- four others bombed Borneo air install&-

t iona . 

On Luzon ..all gains 1111re cade east or Rosario. Patrols were re­

ported within two miles ot Baguio without contact . Our forces , east of 

llanila, continued to attack Japanese positions in the Antipolo and 

Wontalben sectors . 

On Palawan "" captund Iwahig and, advancing north, joined forces 

with other troops tram the Puerto Princesa pcninwla. 

US forces landed on Lubang Island during the day . This iale.nd 

controls the important Verde leland pea•age to llanila Ba,y. 
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2 Uarch. In Pomerania, Soviet. t.roopa expanded their ealient. 

southeast of Koeslin . 
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EUROPE AND THE J.S!l!TERRAN!WI - S'l'RA TWIC AIR 

28 Febi'!JI!rv, One llundred fi!ty-four RAF escorted heavy bod:>er'$ 

attacked a Oelsenkirchen benzol plant . Tllat night 71 Mosquitoes 

again bombed Berlin, and 11 others 111ided Nuernber g and 1.!\lni.ch. 

During 8th Air Force operations (reported yesterday) against 

tar gets in west central Oennany, 3,165 tons of bombs were dropped . 

Tllis marked the tenth consecutive day 1n ltlich we have dispatched more 

than 1, 000 homers. Eiglltoon enemy planes were destroyed . We l ost 

five f i ghter'$ , 

1 """ell. F1I'$t reports show that 1, 2Jl escorted heavy bombers 

of the 8th U r Force a ttacked raU facilities and a motor t r ansport 

works 1n s outhern Carmany . Fourteen enemy planes were des t r oy-ad . Our 

l osses were nine bombers and six fisllters ; 20 addit ional fighters wero 

missins but most of them are believed saf e . 

The 15th Air Force diepetched 676 escorted heavy bomber'$ to a t tack 

an oil refinery 1n the Vienna area and on ra.ilyards 1n Aua tria and 

northern Yugosl avia . Five enemy planes we r e shot down. Prelimirory 

reports ind i cate that three heavy bombers and two fighters are missing . 

1 



EUROPEAN TiCATSR 

DP:CLA.BBirfiZ 
OSD Letter, D-8-72 

28 February. The Tactical Air Forces flew J ,4J6 eorties . 

llediwo b<labers continued to concentrate on rail bri<~&oa, defended 

toone , and coccunication centers in front or the Allied o!feneivoe 

1n Holland and throughout the lhlhr, whUe fighters attacked t r ans-

portation and flew reconnaisoance missions alone the entire front . 

l>leven oneq planes were destroyed; we lost 16. 

Ihring the 24-hwr period ending at 06(X), three rockets and 

two t1y1nn bombs fell in Antwerp; five rockets 1111d 4J flying born be 

tell in adjacent areae . Antiai.rcratt fire destroyed SO flJ'ing bQcbs . 

l llarch . In the 24-hwre to o6oo, five rockets tell in the 

London and Essex areae . 

By noon the Canadian An:ly' s atteck between the lieuse and the 

~ine -• held to limited ~&ins by stubborn resistance . 

Bapid advances wore made alonn the front or wr Ninth Army 

cbrinj: the da.Y. A breakthrough between Lhlencben-<lladbech and Grovenbr oich 

gained •i&ht lliles and ac!Yance elements were two llilee t'ral lleues; 

on tho tlanke our troops have captured lluenchen-aJ.adbeeh and are 

fighting in the outskirts o! Orevonbroich . To the north, a column 

driving toward Venlo gained nine llilea. Ire entered !!r:>et'llOnd otter 

German evacuation ot tho town . Ill our First ~ trent stronger 

reaietaneo lilllited gains on the Col"~:"• PlAin to about two milee . 

In eouthem Eitel, Bitb\l.r& wne cleared and gaine ot two mUee 

2 
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were recut.erecl to the north. '!'he clrive to the south towardll Trl.ar 

gained tiw lllles and.,...,..,.. lfithin three llllea o! that city. South 

of the l!oeelle armored colwme were also lfithin three milee or Trier . 

Our111! February, 76,000 prisoners were taken on the 'llest.ern front . 

Ot thl.a total 18,000 have been taken on the Color•ne Plain since 

2J February. 
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28 February. The Coaotal. and Balkan Air Force• nying J.L6 oortioo 

hit t1•ansportotion tnr~oto over n wido nren of the Po Valley and 

northern Yugoslavia and gun poo1t1ono an Rrlb Island. 

1 ~. The Tactical Air Forces new only h7 sorties , princ1-

pally on patrol and reconnaiuanee aiodons over the Po Valley. 

'lbere were no signiticant changes along tbe battlefront in 

northern Itoly. 
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.ASUTlC TII&\TER 

26 February. !:Uri~ more tlwl l , $00 sorties, of which 100 were 

otfenoive, Eastern Air Coccand planes hit Japanese positions, supply 
dumps and ene~-controlled cocnunicntions in cent ral and oouthorn 

r oad and hit r ail s i clinas and the docks at Marta ban . 

27 Febru&rz. The Easte:-n Air Comand reported O\'er 2, 500 sorties , 
<r 
4 of which 650 were tactical . '!'wolve B-24 1 s destroyed one and henvil;y 

da:>ac•d anothor bridge on the Duma-siam railw!Q'. Other heavy bombers 

laid sea minas off Chumphon, Kra I sthmus . l!edium banber s dropped 45 
tons on stores and ail1ta.ry areas near llandala7. Lig)lter airc:-aft 

supported ground troaps and hit transportation targets and supply cilltlps . 

27 and 28 February. The ll.th Air Force reported llS ortensive sorties. 
Heavy banbers attacked shipping in the South Chinn Sen and tho Tonukir1! 

Oull', sinking three ships . Twelve medi11111 bombers on a rail sweep du­

tr<rJed foil%" bridges . Other planes r.l&de widespread attacks on airdranes , 

ene"')" installations, and river shippin;; throughout central and eastern 

Chino . Seven of our ph.nea were los t . 

l !larch. Sixt;y-four B-29' a ot the n Bomber Co::nand were airborne 

to attack the Naval baea a rea at Singapore . 

28 Februarz. S;all Allied aaine were ude alona the INna !'.oad, 1n 

the ll&mtu erea , and south tram tho llyitson bridgehead. 

Three Japanese counterattack• oq re repulsed by British troops eouth 

of ll;yinJ::u. Japanese stragglers are still being encountered on Ramree . 
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SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA 
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OSD Lotter , 0-1-71 

27 February. llore than 4SO previously unreported aortiu were 

n<nm, of llhich nearly h.al.C were O\"er Lucon . Preparatory ~o ou.r 

landing operations en Palawan, heavy bcnbers dropped lSO tona ot 

explosives , and ti8htero placed 80 napalm fire bombs on Puerto 

Princosa . Twenty-two B-24• s attacked 1&1ndano.o runweys and 12 others 

baobod target• a~ Wcwak. 

28 February. A::ocmg 3)0 sorties, 59 B-24's hit a defended area 

near lpo Dam, northeast of !.!anila and 42 others attacked Borneo air 

inatallations and the \'lewak area. Patrol bombers raided Slil4ll shippine 

1n tbs ~s and otr tho China c011st . 

On Luzon, ou.r I Corps troops captured Sap1n1t, north of So.n Nicolas, 

against light reaistMce. In l&anUa, we occupied tl!O municipal bull dings 

despite cletenoined resistance . East of the capital we contin~d pressure 

on eneii!Y positiona west ot Antipolo, and attacked high ground around 

Wontalban and 1n the vicinity of Nount Oro. 

On PalnwD.n, tho Puerto Princesa ponini!Ula, together with the town 

and two airstrips , have been captured. A landing was made west of the 

peninsula at the 11cuth of the Iwabig River withrut opposition. 

Allied cuual.ties on Luzon to 28 February were 3, 302 ldlled, 12,676 

11011nded and 20 llisaing. Enu;y cuual.t.iea were S9,oW. killed and S7S 
captured. 
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EASTERN FROIIT 

DZOLA811I11JI 
O!D ~tter, 5-a-7e 

1 llarch . The Red Amy turther widened tho weatern face of 

ita aalient north ot Neuatettin despite Gen.an counterattacks. 

The Sovate straightened their lines southeast ot Zvolen . 
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