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EURQOPE AND THE MEDITERRANEAN - STRATEGIC AIR

10 April, Two hundred fourteen RAF heavy bombers attacked
railyards at Leipzig. That night, 307 others bombed railyards
at Flauen; 76 additional planes again struck a railyard at Leipzig.
Seventy-seven Mosquito bombers ralded Berlin. Two enemy planes
were shot down. From all these operations eight bombers and one

Mosquiteo are missing.

11 April. A preliminary report indicates that 1,300 heavy
bonbers of the Bth Air Force, escorted by 825 fighters, attacked
railyards, oil plants and factories deep in southern Germany.

Four bombers and twe fighters are missing.

Six hmndred twenty escorted heavy bombers of the 15th Air Force
attacked rail targets in northern Italy. Two enemy planes were shot

downj ten bombers and three fighters are misaing.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

10 April. During the 24 hours to sunset, the Tactical Air Forces,
according to incomplete reports, flew 3,908 sorties and dropped 1,75k
tons of bombs. Medium bombers attacked rail bridges in Czechoslovakia
and railyards and other targets in central and northwestern Germany.
Fighters supported cur ground forces throughout the battle zome.

Sixty-four enemy planss were destroyed; we lost 23.

11 April. By noon Canadian troops had captured Deventer and
pushed northeast of the town. An ammored thrust gained more than
ten miles towards Oldenburg. On the British Second Army front gains
up to 12 miles were made along & i5-mile front northwest of Osnabrueck.
Other units advanced beyond the Weser north and south of Nienburg;
progress was also reported northeast of Hannover.

Ninth Army armor, by-passing Brunswick to the north, gained L0
miles aleng the Elbe Canal and captured Gifhorm. XIX Corps infantry
was two miles from Brunswick; other units, by-passing Brunswick to
the south, advanced to within 12 miles of Halberstadt.

On the First Army front, the VII Corps closed a gap between forward
elements of that Corps and the XIX Corps and pushed east of the supar-
highway, north of Goettingen. Ammor of the VII Corps gained up to
22 miles on a 13-mile fronmt, captured Nordhausen and advanced eight
miles beyond the eity. Units of the V Corps gained 25 miles on a
lé-mile front against light resistance, reaching Sondershausen.

The First and Ninth Armies continued the reduction of the Ruhr
pocket. The XVI Corpe, driving to the south towards the Ruhr River,

TOP SECRAT
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virtually completed the capture of the industrial area between Dortmund
and Essen; the latter town was captured. First Amy units driving te
the west from the eastern side of the pocket scored gains up to six miles
along a l5-mile front. Other units advanced up to seven miles along the
southeastern side of the pocket on a front of more than 50 miles,

Third Army troops made gains up to ten miles on a 23-mile front and
were closing in on Erfurt from the west and southeast. The XTI Corps
made gains of six miles on a 16-mile front south of Ilmenau; ether units
pushed 16 miles southeast of Meiningen.

Seventh Army t.rnop:,driv:l.ng to the southeast, gained ten miles on
an eight-mile front; leading units were 15 miles northwest of Bamberg.
The XXI Corps entered Schweinfurt from the west against moderate resistance
and armored units advanced eight miles aleng a five-mile front southeast
of the eity. The VI Corps was encountering stubborn resistance in
Hellbronn where house-to-house fighting continues.

On the front of the French First Army German units withdrew from
the area south of Karlsruhe; the French I and IT Corps,advancing along
a 20-mile front into the Black Forest, pushed 15 miles south of Karlsruhe,

According to a late commnique, armored elements atabbing more
than 50 miles to the east have reached Magdsburg on the Elbe River.
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MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

10 April. The Tactical Air Force flew 1,599 sorties. Troops and
gun positions generally west of Lugo were attacked by L36 medium bombers.
Fighters and fighter bombers continued to strike elose-suppert targets
in the battle area and north Italian communication lines., The Balkan
Air Force flew 133 sorties against commnications, strong points and
coastal gun positiens in Yugoslavia. The Coastal Air Force flew 99
sorties; targets in northeastern and northwestern Italy and transportation
in Yugoslavia were attacked. One enemy plane was destroyed; we lost

four.

1l April. The British Eighth Army offensive centimued to gain
ground; by afternoon they had gained some four miles along a seven-
mile front. Leading elements were within eight miles of Argenta. To
the southwest, other units driving northwest reached the Santerne River
on an eight-mile front. Bridgeheads were established west of Lugo
and three battalions are across the river., On cur Fifth Amy frent,
Japanese-American troops contimiing their drive north of Massa crossed
the Frigido River and advanced to within a mile of Carrara, Other
Army troops crossed the River west of Massa and made limited gains

south of the town,
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ASIATIC THEATER

9 April. Among 1,531 Eastern Air Command sorties, 681 ware
offensive, Heavy bombers hit railroad targets in southern Burmaj
medium bembers attacked enemy headquarters in the Meiktila area and
fighters continued their daily I.‘bt-l.l!kl. on enemy troops, positions

and supply dumps throughout the battle sones.

8-10 April., The lith Air Force reported 162 sorties during
this period, Small missions of B-2l,'s bombed docks at Hongkong
and Canton and medium bombers hit rail targets through ecentral
China. Fighters attacked targets along the French Indo-China

border and continued to hit rail targets in central China.

10 April. There were no significant changes on the Burma

battlefronta.
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SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA

10 April., Among 576 sorties flown throughout the area, LBS
planes supported our ground forces on the Luzon fronts. Tweanty-
three B-2li's bombed southern Formosa, and 22 others hit airdromes

on Celebes and Ambon, Two enemy planes were destrayed.

On Lugzon, I Corps troops attacked a Japanese pocket 25 miles
southwest of Lingayen. In the Imugan area, 5B caves were sealed
and a trail junction secured; southeast of Imugan, we reduced a
strong enemy position. North of Laguna de Bay, the XI Corps seized
the summit of Mt. Mataba against heavy fire. Southeast of Laguna
de Bay, the XIV Corps cccupied Sampaloc, and cleared Atimonan and
the Lucban-Tayabas road. In the Legaspi area, we captured several
large enemy supply dumps. We have reached the Curon mines en
Busuanga Island without contact.

The Americal Division on Cebu occupied a hill two miles north
of Ouadalupe sgainst strong opposition. On Jolo, we secured Zettle
Fleld, several miles of road northeast of Jole and high ground two

miles esast of the town.

11 April., A US Regimental Comb * Team landed near Tagbilaran
on Bohel Island and pushed rapidly inland.
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PACIFIC OCEAN AREA

10 April., On Okinawa Marine units centinued to advance on
the Motobu Peninsula; this area has now been cleared except for
the northern end. Patrols have advanced along western coast
of the Ishikawa Isthmus some four miles from the base of the
Motobu Peninsula. On the southern part of the island, the IXIV
Corps consclidated its positions northeast of Naha. A combat
team of the 77th Division landing on Tsugen Island off the south-

eastern end of Okinawa encountered considerable resistance,

12 April, Two hundred and fifty-three B-29's were airborne
to attack targets on Honshu. One hundred thirty-seven hit the
chemical plants at Koriyama, 96 struck the Musashino aireraft
engine factory at Tokyo, and 20 others bombed secondary targets.
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EASTERN FRONT

1l April. Soviet troops continued to advance in the Slovak
mountains and along the Morava River. Vienna has been cleared
between the Danube Canal and the river. In Yugoslavia, Partisans
captured Ogulin, nmear the Adriatic coast, and Zenica, 30 miles
northwest of Sarajevo,
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EUROFE AND THE MEDITERRANEAN - STRATEGIC AIR

9 April. Thirty-eight HAF heavy bombers attacked Hamburg oil
atorage areas and 17 others bombed submarine shelters in Hamburg
harbor. That night, 591 heavy bombers and nine Moaquitoss attacked
shipping at Kiel, One hundred and five Mosquito bombera raidad

Barlin, Plauen and Hamburg, From all of theae missiocns alx bambers

are migsing.

10 April. The fth Adr Force dispatched 1,317 heavy bombers
asgorted by 876 fighters to attack airfields in central Germany
and the aircraft assembly plant at Cranienburg, north of Berlin,
Preliminary reports give our losses as 26 bombers and two fighters;
30 additional fighters are still unreported. Our fighters claim to
have shot down 18 enemy alreraft, of which 17 were Jet-propelled,

and to have destroyed 294 enesy aircraft on the ground.

Tactical targets along the Santerno River were attacked by 868
heavy bambers of tha 15th Air Force, in support of Eritish Eighth

Arzy operaticns in the Imola area. Four bombers are missing.
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EUROPEAN THEATER

9 April. The Tactical Air Forces flew L,479 sorties and dropped
2,051 tons of bombs. Ordnance depots, rallyards, oll storage areas,
ammunition dumps and airfields near our front lines were the principal
targets, Fighters and fighter bombers attacked highway traffic. One

hundred twenty-two enemy aircraft were destroyed; we lost eight planes.

10 April. The Canadlan First Army made limited progress north-
east of Deventer where the enemy was still resisting., West of Almelo,
resistance weakened and an advance of ten miles was scored. Elements
of the Canadian IT Corps closing in on Meppel were within a mile of
the town. Polish armor advanced some 13 miles to reach Westerbork
which had previcusly been seized by Allied airborne troops. The
armored thrust northeast of Meppen has been expanded to a width of
ten miles.

The British Second Army straightened its lines in the area between
Osnabrueck and Meppen and continued to advance to the northeast. Om
the right, British armor was three miles southwest of Bremen. East
of the Weser, Allied columns made substantial gains on a wide front
and averaged 10 mile advances, north of Hannover.

On our Ninth Army front, infantry advanced some eight miles to
capture Hannover, and armmor drove 1l miles to cut the superhighway
between Hannover and Brunswick. Other divisions pushing east on a
30-mile front averaged 15 mile gains. We are within five miles of
Brunswick.

First Amy troops, meeting light resistance, advanced three miles

2
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along & 15-mile front, southeast of Holzminden, Northeast of
Goettingen, our armor gained 16 miles on a five-mile front despite
hesavy opposition. On the right of the Firat Army, advances of
from 11 to 18 miles were registered, reaching a point ten miles
southwest of Nordhausen.

The Ninth and First Armies continued the reducticn of the
Ruhr pocket. Infantry reached the Ruhr River scutheast of Essen
and made gains up to five miles on a 15-mile front between Essen
and Dortmund. Other elements made progress on a ten-mile front
gouth of Hamm, US forces driving in from the east and south
further compressed the pocket by advances up to eight miles.

The Third Army, advancing on a 20-mile front east and northeast
of Cotha, made galns up to ten miles. Forward elements were three
miles southwest of Erfurt. Local progress was reported south of Gotha,

The Seventh Army made local gains along a 20-mile front north-
east of Schweinfurt. To the south, between Bad Merpentheim and
Uffenheim, our forces were advancing south toward Rothenturg, Other
units made local progress along a l3-mile front northeast of Heilbronn
where fighting still continues in the city.

First French Army troopa advanced alightly along a 35-mile front

extending to the east and west of Pforzheim,
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MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

9 April. The Tactical Air Force flew 1,359 sorties. Two hindrad
elghty-two medium bombers with lighter planes bombed and strafed gun
positions, cccoupied areas, and troop concentrations in the luago-

Imola area, in suppert of the British Eighth Army attack. Others

hit industrial targets in the westermn Po Valley and rail and road
transportation throughout northern Italy. Three planes are missing.
The Balkan Air Force flew 178 sorties against rafls and enemy positions
in northern Yugoslavia and gun positions on Rab Island, The Coastal
Adr Force bombed fuel installations and a fort in northwestern Italy

and attacked rails in Yugoslavia.

10 April. The Fifth Army, contimuing 1ts attack along the
Mediterranean coast, cleared Massa; patrols have pushed across the
Friglido River, northeast of the town.

The British Eighth Army, following a two-day air bombardment and
heavy artillery preparation, launched an attack on a two-corps front
to the northwest across the Senio River. Bridgeheads across the river
were secured by both Corps and advances up to three miles were made
along a 15-mile front. The villages of Cotignola, Lugo and Fusignano
were taken, Farther to the southwest the X Corps repulsed two counter-

attacks south of Imola,

k
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ASIATIC THEATER

7-8 April, The Eastern Air Command flew 2,891 sorties, of
which 1,220 ware offenalve in this two-day peried. Twenty-four
B-2li's attacked supply dumps at Moulmein. Additional formations
of heavy bombars hit rall and highway lines from Pegu to Martaban.
Lighter aireraft supported Allied ground foreces throughout Burma.

Cne plane is missing.

9 April. Thirty-four fightera strafed airfilelds near Bangkok.

Ninetesn enemy planes were destroyed; we lost three planes.

B-9 April. During this perioed, the lith Alr Force flew 26
praviously unreported offensive sorties. Four heavy bombers attacked
shipping in Tongking Gulf and the South China Sea. Other planes
hit rail targets in north China, and supported French troops in French

Indo-China.

g &ril. Indian troops of the British Army made substantial
progress in their southward drive from the Meiktila area; they
captured Thazl and cleared most of the main line of the HRangoon-
Mandalay railway between Thazl and Pyawbwe. Leading elements of
this thrust were five miles northwest of Yamethin. Northeast of
Wundwin, advances up to five miles were made along a ten-mile front,
¢learing a salient in Allied lines and virtually freeing the rail

line from Wundwin teo Mylttha.

5
TOP SECRHET




TEONS d05

- 2

o
] * + o
CENTRAL WESTERN PACGIFIC
..-w_:j!" _— DOMIH 15,
= f o EHICHI JIHA
d i iz
|" . b E
\ o e 1 J
L |
BURMA el pREwem ﬁ
q A ; s b e Gl
il . g
A TAALLAWD ) L If
CHINA r-l....1 ® T i dnall &
=

WORWEOD

@R-3prEE-1D0




LM RS D L L L
CBD Letter, B-3-78

[ LapBvaE
K BV CORFS) | rl
h, TN kT
\ ‘- =1 | = = _.f k- = |
LINEC A5 oF 10 APR— _g’ \ i e !:gi AT . im
LINE &S OF 9 APR—. = N i ‘f | /lrﬁ"

,“‘II'.; J_\-r
et

- aml A
4 -

* -_v' | .'/”r » - ia {_y‘/;r’ +
LUZON °~ 2 A% ,y%J
o ® W e s . ~ "‘il 3 .
g /J:“‘f"fz {L:‘j. ' _

TO. cLCREL T




cszinand . MINDANAD %
1% {

o |}

ke

i T o '|4'_ 2
- Ea ooy W
Y= A SoNELD izl |, .
wc‘"” EO syLu-Ancetfia cieiELAGD o

G 7 PHILIPPINE ISLANDS

0 Q
5L 9 50 I!ia ) él

Approzimats  Milag =

TOP SHCRET




o ‘ﬂ.l;lw L

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA

7-8 April, During this pericd, 231 previcusly unreported scrties
were flown. Forty-nine B-2L's bombed targets on Cebu, Negres and
Mindanao. Fifty-two Solomons-based planes attacked targets in the
Bismarcks and Solemens. One plane is missing,

§ April, Deapite adverse weathar which groundsd several bomber
groups mors than LES sorties wers reported throughout the theater.

Targets on Lugon were bombed by 362 planes. Search planes over Formosa,
the Pascadores, Hongkong and French Indo=China, sank a small freiphter
and a coastal vessel, and fired two other vessels. One enemy plane

wis destroyed.

On Luzon, the I Corps, supported by tanks, air and artillery,
captured high ground around Kapintalan in the Hn!!.ut.n Fass area against
heavy resistance. A Japanese night attask against XI Corps positions,
southwest of Ipo, was repulsed. Seuth of Laguna de Bay, several enemy
counterattacks on XIV Corps positions, mortheast of Luchan, ware re-
pulsed, Airborne foroes, driving across the peninmila, reached
Atimenan on the east coast of Luzen. This drive isclated all Japansss
foroes on the Lagaspi peninsula.

Elemants of the llst Dvision landed unopposed on Busuanga Island,
north of Palawan.,

An infiltration inte cur lines on_Cabu partly destroyed an amsunition
dump. Some progress was reported southeast and southwest of Talasban.

Our trocps on Jolo captured the temn of Jolo,.

hocording to late communique, we now completely control the Suln Archi-
pelago and all organized enemy resistanca in southern Luzon has collapaed,
The landing on Busuanga Island was mads to bring aid to the lepers of Culics

Colony who have received ng food, supplies or medical aid for thres years,
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PACIFIC OCEAN AREA

B April, Ten B-29's bombed an girfield near Kanoya and 38
others hit Kagoshima and its airfield. Sixteen fighters attacked
targets on Chichi Jima. WNight fighters harassed enemy positions

in the Boninaj; nine others attackad targets in the Palaus.

9 April. On Okinawa, the Marines have established thelr lines
acrosa the base of the Motobu Peninsula and cleared approximately
its eastern half. Thelr right flank is based on Ora Bay on the
sast coast of the island. To the south, XXIV Army Corps poaltlons
now Tun across the island some three miles northeast of Naha and
our forces wers baing subjected te heavy artillery and large calibre
gortar fire. Twanty field artillery battalicns are supporting cur

infantry. Transport planes are now uaing Yontan airfisld.
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EASTERN FRONT

11 April. In Slovakia, Soviet troops captured Tremein.
Nertheast of Vienna octher units continued te advance on the
eity which has been cleared of Cermans up to the weat bank of

the Danube canal.
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